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By BERNIE BELLAN

Twenty-year-old Jaron Rykiss is
the newly elected president of
the University of Manitoba

Students Union. The results of the
election, which was held online,
were announced on April 1.  (Voting
began March 31 and was completed
April 1.)

According to the university stu-
dent newspaper, The Manitoban
(which is now also entirely online),
Jaron secured 63.6 percent of the
votes cast. His only opponent,
Savannah Szocs, received the other
34.6 percent. 

The number of votes cast, not surprisingly, since very few students actu-
ally attend classes in person these days, was only 3, 453 out of 23,300 eli-
gible voters.

Jaron Rykiss is the son of Lara London and Les Rykiss. He is also a grad-
uate of Gray Academy (class of 2019).

In October 2020 I wrote a story about Jaron’s “gap” year in Jerusalem,
which unfortunately was cut short by the advent of Covid late in 2019. The
idea of spending a year in Israel was largely the result of a suggestion that
former Gray Academy teacher Avi Posen had made to Jaron in his final
year at the school, he told me in 2020.

Although Jaron was supposed to have spent eight and a half months in
Israel in a program called “Kivunim”, he ended up returning to Winnipeg
in March 2020 rather than completing the entire program, which would not
have ended until May under normal circumstances.

Still, Jaron regarded his time spent in the program as extremely fulfill-
ing. “We ended up going to Greece and Bulgaria for two weeks,” Jaron
explained, after which the group returned to Israel for a month and a half,
then India, but trips to Spain, Portugal, Italy, Germany, Hungary and
Morocco were all canceled due to the outbreak of COVID.

“We were supposed to end up in Morocco and meet the king there,” Jaron
noted. “It’s too bad that never happened.”

(Jaron added that they were also supposed to visit Turkey at the same
time as they visited Greece and Bulgaria, but that didn’t happen either. As
he explained, “there were a lot of political issues” – what with the height-
ened civil unrest in Turkey at that time.)

At the time I wrote that story I asked Jaron what his plans were now that
he was back in Winnipeg. He said that he was enrolled at the University of
Manitoba and was planning on majoring in Political Studies or Philosophy.

When I learned that Jaron had been elected UMSU president (as a result
of an email I received from his grandfather, Jack London), I contacted
Jaron to see whether he would be amenable to my interviewing him about
what led him to want to attain that position.

Jaron explained during our phone conversation  that it was during his
first year in university (beginning that same fall when I initially spoke with
him) that a friend of his in one of his classes who herself was a represen-
tative on the UMSU council “had reached out and said, ‘Hey, are you look-
ing to join student politics?’ and of course, being the person that I am, I
jumped at the opportunity.”

Subsequently, Jaron met with members of the executive of the Arts coun-
cil and was asked to serve as the representative of the Arts council on the
UMSU Board of Directors.

This past fall though, along with the continued disruption in normal stu-
dent life that had already been caused by Covid, another event happened
that proved to be influential in Jaron’s decision to seek the UMSU presi-
dency, and that was the faculty strike at the university (which ended up
lasting 35 days).

Jaron became quite involved in supporting striking faculty members, he
told me. “I was constantly picketing and helping organize protests,” he
said.

Even though Jaron’s campaign for the UMSU presidency officially
began only two weeks before the actual election, he noted that he and his
team had been heavily involved, as he explained, for five months prior to
the actual official campaign. From the moment that he realized, primarily
as a result of the faculty strike, that he wanted to run for UMSU president,
Jaron observed that “it just became a five-month process of meetings,
Zoom calls, planning, Google documents – just the entire nine yards.” 

When it comes to  discussing what Jaron’s campaign was all about, he
said that there were “five pillars” to his campaign: “Community, advocacy,
accountability, financial transparency, and
sustainability.”

Gray Academy graduate Jaron Rykiss
is the new president of the University 

of Manitoba Students Union

JARON RYKISS

(Continued on page 5.
See “Rykiss”.)
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Jewish Federation Ukraine 
Emergency Fund update

The following is part of a message issued by the Jewish Federation on
April 8:

As the crisis in Ukraine crosses the one-month mark, we continue to look
for ways in which we can assist Jewish people affected by the war. To date,
we have raised $183,727 through the  which has been helping our part-
ners on the front lines of the conflict. To meet the evolving needs of those
affected, the Fund will also be expanded to help resettle Ukrainians who
arrive here as they begin to start the next chapter of their lives in Manitoba,
surrounded by the warmth and support of our community.

The generosity of our community has also been evident through your
remarkable support of the Combined Jewish Appeal. We are pleased to
report that the 2021-2022 CJA Campaign closed after raising an
incredible $6,201,200 for our community.

CIJA applauds Federal budget
CIJA: “2022 Federal Budget Historic for  Canada’s Jewish
Community” 

Following is a press release issued by the Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs on April 7:

“...In the budget, the federal government announced a commitment of
more than $70M toward priority initiatives for Canada’s Jewish communi-
ty.   Funding has been allocated to support important Jewish community pri-
orities including the redevelopment of Vancouver’s Jewish Community
Centre, the relocation and expansion of the Montreal Holocaust Museum,
and new funding toward Holocaust remembrance and combating anti-
semitism.  

“....The federal government has listened and responded to many of our
requests,” says Shim Koffler, Shimon Koffler Fogel, President and CEO of
CIJA.  “We are gratified to see significant investment in Holocaust educa-
tion and commemoration in Toronto and Montreal, where sizable invest-
ments are being made to build Holocaust museums and education centres.
We are also thankful to see investment in the construction of a new Jewish
community centre in Vancouver, an important hub of Jewish life, the ben-
efits of which will be enjoyed beyond the Jewish community.”   

“Antisemitism is on the rise globally. We have been calling for increased
investment in the office of the Special Envoy on Preserving Holocaust
Remembrance and Combatting Antisemitism and were pleased to see more
than $10M invested in this important initiative over the next five years.” 

Marquee budget items that address Jewish community priorities
are: 

• The Montreal Holocaust Museum relocation and expansion
project: $20M 

• The Vancouver Jewish Community Centre redevelopment
project: the government has committed to entirely fulfil the
Vancouver Jewish Community Centre’s funding request  

• The Sarah and Chaim Neuberger Holocaust Education
Centre in Toronto: $2.5M (announced prior to the budget) 

• Resources for the Office of the Special Envoy on Preserving
Holocaust Remembrance and Combating Antisemitism: $10M over
five years 

• Prohibiting the Promotion of Antisemitism: Amending the
Criminal Code to prohibit the communication of statements that
willfully promote antisemitism by condoning, denying, or down-
playing the Holocaust  

24  cases of Covid now reported among 
residents of Simkin Centre

For the past two years we have been reporting about cases of Covid at the
Simkin Centre on our website www.jewishpostandnews.ca. Here are
excerpts from our our two most recent posts:

Posted April 10 The Simkin Centre is continuing to deal with a major
outbreak of Covid cases among residents. There are now 22 positive cases
reported on Simkin 2 and two on Simkin 1. Two residents on Simkin 2 that
previously had Covid have now recovered.

No general visitors should visit Simkin 1 or Simkin 2 at this time.
Designated Caregivers on Simkin 2 are welcome to visit at their own

risk. Personal protective equipment will be provided and must be worn
during your visit.

Posted April 2 The past few days have seen a resurgence of Covid at the
Simkin Centre, although the current variant affecting residents, Omicron
B-1, is milder than the previous Delta and Alpha variants. According to
information provided on the Simkin Centre Facebook page, 14 residents on
Simkin 2 are currently testing positive for Covid, while three residents on
Weinberg 1 are also testing positive.

Previously, seven residents on Weinberg 1 had tested positive but, as of
March 28, four have recovered. The outbreak on Simkin 2 was first made
public on March 28. At that point only one resident on Simkin 2 tested pos-
itive. 



Instead of my usual  lengthy – and what I sup-
pose many readers might regard as my often
endless stream of pontification about one or

two topics in this column, I thought I’d switch
gears and offer short bursts of observations about
a variety of subjects.

Let’s begin with the war in Ukraine. As we
watch with agonizing  disbelief the latest atroci-
ties perpetrated by the Russian military in that

poor country, many of us wonder what we can do to help.
Yes, there are a myriad of Facebook groups that have formed where any-

one interested can receive direction how they can help the cause of
Ukrainians, whether it be through monetary donations, clothing, or even
offering shelter – if it comes to that, but one thought continues to haunt me:
What if the Russians start carpet bombing area of Ukraine where supplies
are being transported to areas of the country which are desperately in need
of aid?

So far, while Russian bombing and artillery has had devastating effects
on many individual cities, especially Mariupol and Kharkiv, the flow of
weapons and other materials to parts of Ukraine that have been especially
hard hit by the Russian military does not seem to have slowed drastically.

Wouldn’t you think the Russians would do everything they could to
bomb train routes, major road arteries – anything that is being used to ferry
supplies within Ukraine? While the Ukrainian military has been far more
successful in mounting a reasonable air defense than many experts had pre-
dicted, the Russians still enjoy a huge edge when it comes to command of
the skies.

Or, is the Russian strategy to inflict as many casualties on defenseless
Ukrainian civilians rather than take the chance that their bombers might be
shot down if they attempt to totally disrupt Ukrainian supply lines?

*****
Another facet of the brutal Russian invasion that intrigues me is how

Ukrainians have been able to quickly adapt existing technologies, often in
ingenious ways. They’ve kept cities such as Kyiv running, for instance, by
developing an app that lets citizens there know where they can find food or
where pharmacies are open. Now that the siege of Kyiv has been lifted it
seems that life there can begin to return to some sort of normalcy.

Another story I read early on was about a female officer in the Ukrainian
military in Kyiv who would load an anti-tank weapon in the trunk of her
Chevy Volt (an electric vehicle that has only a very limited driving range),
drive out to a wooded area, wait in ambush - often for days a time, and then
take out a Russian tank or armored vehicle.

At the same time, as the piece in this issue (on page 8) about a Ukrainian
organization known as “Zgraya” illustrates, Ukrainians desperately need
assistance from the outside world. What was especially interesting reading
about Zgraya is how many young Jews are members of that organization –
and how several of them had belonged to Jewish youth organizations in
previous years.

Again, as I had reported in previous issues, the outpouring of support to
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s emergency Ukrainian Assistance
Fund (about which you can read more on page 2) is quite encouraging. As
of the date of writing, it’s reached over $187,000. It doesn’t look like

there’s going to be any cur-
tailing of the demand for
financial help any time soon.

At the same time I’m glad
to see that the Federation is
also stepping up in the effort
to help resettle Ukrainian
refugees who might come
here. (Unfortunately, despite
the Federal Government’s
ostensible willingness to
speed up the immigration
process for Ukrainian
refugees, it looks like there
are still a myriad of hoops for
anyone from Ukraine who
might wish to come here to
jump through.)

******
One other aspect of the war

in Ukraine that has had an
unexpected side effect has
been a huge jump in Russian
immigration to Israel. This
paper had been reporting that
Israel was anticipating as
many as 125,000 Ukrainian
refugees to arrive there as a

result of the war. While early on there were about 4,000 refugees who did
go to Israel, the number of Ukrainian refugees wanting to go to Israel  has
slowed to a trickle.

Instead, what has happened is that there has been a constantly escalating
number of Russians leaving for Israel. Israel’s Law of Return makes it rel-
atively easy for someone with even just a trace of Jewish ancestry to move
to that country. All you have to have is one Jewish grandparent to qualify. 

Thus, while the actual number of Ukrainians who openly identify as
Jewish is around 43,000, there are actually 200,000 individuals who could
qualify to move to Israel, should they so wish. Similarly, while around
200,000 Russians identify as Jewish, 600,000 Russians could qualify under
the Law of Return.

I’m anticipating that many of those Russians making their way to Israel
now will eventually be trying to move to Winnipeg. Life is expensive in
Israel, and the current spate of terrorist attacks doesn’t make it seem all that
secure.

*****
Speaking of those terrorist attacks – the evidence so far seems to be indi-

cating that they’re not being planned by some central organization, such as
Hamas or Islamic Jihad. So far, three of the attackers were known to have
connections to Islamic State. Three also came from Jenin, which has
become the hotbed for Islamic extremism on the West Bank.

What’s happening now is reminiscent of the spate of random attacks that
happened a few years ago when Palestinians began driving their cars into
groups of Israelis, whether they were soldiers waiting at a bus stop, or sim-
ply citizens on the street. Those attacks were labeled “copycat” attacks and
eventually they petered out.

Let’s hope that the combination of tightened Israeli security measures
and what seems to be the lack of coordination behind the recent attacks will
lead to their soon coming to an end.

*****
While the Manitoba Provincial Government has adopted a “let’s put this

behind us” approach to  Covid, as have many other governments around the
world, among the individuals with whom I speak  - often when someone
calls me to renew a subscription, the overwhelming attitude is not to let the
guard down. Of course, many of our readers are older, so it’s not at all sur-
prising that someone who is older would be feeling quite anxious about the
removal of mask mandates and limits on indoor gatherings.

But, when we are now forced to rely on anecdotal evidence for how wide-
spread Covid is in the community – since the government is no longer mak-
ing detailed information available, any new report of someone coming
down with Covid (about which I hear on a constant basis) only serves to
reinforce the notion that restrictions were lifted far too soon.

I’ve been going back to the Rady JCC on a regular basis for two months
now to exercise and, while signs there say that masks are still required to
be worn unless someone is engaged in “strenuous” exercise, I’m alarmed
at the degree to which members have abandoned wearing masks. It now
appears that the majority of members exercising are no longer wearing
masks.

And, since we have no idea of the rate of Covid among Rady JCC mem-
bers, the notion that it is simply up to individual members to decide
whether they need to wear masks is unacceptable. I’ve made my opinion
know on this matter, but I suppose trying to enforce a rule that can be inter-
preted so loosely has led to members simply deciding on their own that
they needn’t wear masks at all when they’re exercising. 

*****
One final observation about an issue about which I wrote several issues

back, and that is the outrageous situation at Shalom Gardens, the housing
co-op next to Temple Shalom on Grant and Wilton:

I had written that the application process for anyone wanting to move into
what is a very nice building, with highly affordable rents, seems to be
entirely under the control of one individual who is the president of the co-
op. Apparently that individual was incensed when my initial report about
the situation at Shalom Gardens was brought to her attention. Yet, since I
wrote that first article about Shalom Gardens, I have heard from other indi-
viduals who have also been waiting – in some cases over three years, to
move into that facility.

Since apparently the president of the co-op is the only individual who
decides who can move into Shalom Gardens  - and she does not share the
list of applicants with anyone, even other members of the Shalom Gardens
board, there is obvious potential for manipulating the admission process to
favour certain individuals over others.

I had contacted the department of the Manitoba government that deals
with housing co-ops, but after waiting more than six weeks for an answer
I was told that the government has no regulations in place for how housing
co-ops govern themselves. Considering that the provincial government
does subsidize a certain number of spaces within individual co-ops, how-
ever, one would think that there would be more regulation of something as
important as deciding who gets to move into a co-op.
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But, more than mouthing what seem to

be well-worn clichés that any politician
would feel comfortable in using, Jaron
sounded passionate when he discussed the

devastating effects that Covid has had on campus life. Considering that it’s
only been in the past few months that some students have actually been
returning to campus, the isolation that so many students have been experi-
encing (and not just at the U of M) has had a terrible effect on students’
mental equilibrium.

As Jaron said, “I made the choice to run for president because I wanted
to be able to help to bring back that passion in campus life that students
have been missing out on.”

Another issue which Jaron mentioned is important to him  is the plight of
international students – who are not eligible to receive health care cover-
age from the Manitoba government. 

“If you’re a student here (and you’re working) you pay taxes,” Jaron
explained, “but you’re not entitled to health care. I want to start lobbying
to change that.”

As for his own academic career, Jaron said now that he’s president, he’ll
be taking one course this summer and one  in the fall,” and then he should
be graduated. (As an aside, I should explain that Jaron was able to obtain
24 hours of credit for courses he took in the Kivunim program. Thus, while
this is only his second full year at the U of M, he should have enough cred-
its to graduate by next winter.)

I asked him whether his plan is still to go into law following completion
of his undergraduate program (which is something he told me was his
ambition when I interviewed him in the fall of 2020).

“That’s still the plan,” Jaron says.

I couldn’t help noting that the president of the University of Manitoba is
also a graduate of Winnipeg’s Jewish school system. Michael Benarroch
graduated from the former Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate in 1977. I asked
Jaron whether he’s met President Benarroch yet.

“I haven’t had a chance to sit down with him yet,” Jaron noted, “but I’m
very excited to sit down with him as soon as the opportunity presents
itself.” (And, if they need a mediator to sit between them, I can’t think of
a more suitable candidate than Jaron’s grandfather, Jack.)

Jaron Rykiss
(Continued from page 2.)

Update to Shaarey Zedek renovation plans
The following infor-

mation about the reno-
vations planned for the
Shaarey Zedek was
included in an email
issued by the Shaarey
Zedek on March 30:

“Following consulta-
tion with our Board of
Directors, the Rady
JCC, The Province of
Manitoba, Number
TEN Architectural
Group and Akman
Construction, we are
excited to announce that
plans are proceeding for the creation of an onsite daycare facility as part of
our building renovation project. The space will accommodate 30 children
in total - 26 preschool-aged and 4 infants. It will be operated in partnership
with Rady JCC, who will be responsible for running the program and pro-
viding staff. We anticipate receiving revised floor plans for the lower level,
and a revised hard cost budget, in May, from Number TEN and Akman
Construction, respectively, which we will continue to share.

“Updated design plans were received from Number TEN Architectural
Group in early March, from which a booklet, highlighting the key renova-
tion elements to date, was created and circulated. With the addition of the
daycare space to be situated where the Lower Level Lounge is, revised
plans will be circulated. In the meantime, we strongly encourage members
to share their comments regarding the renovation via email to cam-
paign@szfuture.ca. .

“The first phase of the project is set to begin in early July and will focus
on asbestos removal, roof work, HVAC upgrades and data wiring
upgrades.”

Artist’s rendering of proposed new
seating for the Shaarey Zedek
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An Israeli astronaut is bringing matzah
to the International Space Station

April 8, 2022 (JTA) — An Israeli
astronaut is making a decidedly low-
tech delivery to the International Space
Station: handmade matzah.

Eytan Stibbe, 64, is one of three astro-
nauts paying for the privilege of launch-
ing into space on Friday, in an initiative
of Axiom Space, a private company
based in Houston.

Chabad of the Space and Treasure
Coasts in Florida delivered Stibbe a
Passover food package, noting that he
will be on the space station when
Passover starts on the evening of April
15, Chabad.org reported.

Stibbe explained the significance of
the holiday in a Zoom press conference
earlier this week.

“The seder, Passover, is all about freedom which is a value we celebrate
annually and remind ourselves about the importance of freedom,” he said.

Stibbe said he is bringing a wine cup with him, although one drinks
through a straw in space. To that end, Rabbi Zvi Konikov, the Chabad rabbi
who delivered the package to Stibbe, includes a number of grape juice
boxes.

The package also contains shmura matzah, the variety that is hand-baked
and preferred by many Orthodox Jews.

Stibbe, 64, is the second-ever Israeli astronaut to go into space, follow-
ing in the steps of Ilan Ramon, who like Stibbe was a former Israeli pilot.
Ramon died aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia in 2003.

After serving as a combat pilot for the Israel Defense Forces, Stibbe has
been involved in investing in Africa as the founding director of the Vital
Capital Fund.

EYTAN STIBBE
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Operation Ezra receives large – and unexpected donation, from American foundation
By BERNIE BELLAN

Iwas recently contacted by Michel Aziza, who has spearhead-
ed the drive to help Yazidi refugees known as “Operation
Ezra”.  Michel told me about a donation of $150,000 to

Operation Ezra that will be coming from something called the
Dorothy Strelsin foundation.

When I asked Michel how this donation had come to be made,
Michel directed me to contact the Winnipeg trustee of the
Dorothy Strelsin foundation. As of the time of writing I have not
heard back from that individual. In the meantime though Michel
sent information about how the donation to Operation Ezra will
be used. Following is what Michel wrote:

“The generous and unexpected donation from the Dorothy
Strelsin Foundation comes at a critical time for the Operation Ezra
project as it continues to look for ways to help and assist many of the Yazidi
families brought to Canada by the Government in 2017 and 2018.

“While all the families privately sponsored by Operation Ezra through
the generous contributions of our community are doing very well and have
gained full independence, the 40 + families brought in by the government
continue to face many financial and emotional challenges. As a result of
this , Operation Ezra shifted its focus several years ago to helping these
families. Many of the privately sponsored Operation Ezra families have
become active volunteers for Operation Ezra in the resettlement and inte-
gration of these other struggling families. 

“The funds received from the Dorothy Strelsin Foundation will be
applied to three main projects which include: The establishment of a small
cemetery for the entire Yazidi community in Winnipeg; the expansion of
the very successful farming project run in partnership with the Shelmerdine
Garden centre; and an extensive and sustainable Food Assistance program
for families who are still struggling financially . 

“A small committee has been established to discuss ideas for sustainable
food assistance and this committee will oversee the management of the
donated funds as well.

“This most generous donation will have a significant impact on the
Yazidi community. A Yazidi cemetery, the first and only one of its kind in
Canada, has been on the Yazidi community wish list for several years. Its
establishment will be key to a solid foundation for the long term sustain-
ability of the community in Winnipeg. The farming project typically
engages over 30 regular volunteers working the fields and providing fresh
and healthy produce to a total of 52 families (approximately 400 individu-
als). The donated funds will allow Operation Ezra  not only to expand the
project to possibly other types of farming involving additional volunteers,
it will also allow for the purchase of equipment and tools to help the Yazidi
volunteers continue with this very successful project. The Yazidi commu-
nity is paying it forward as well by donating approximately 10,000 lbs. of
produce to local charities each year as a way of helping others. 

“All those involved with Operation Ezra are extremely grateful to the
Dorothy Strelsin Foundation and its board of trustees for making it possi-
ble to continue to help build a resilient Yazidi Community in Winnipeg.“

Post script: This unexpected donation to Operation Ezra is rem-
iniscent of another large and unexpected donation ($725,000)
that was made two years ago – to the Simkin Centre Foundation,
by something called the Myer and Corrine Geller Trust. As I
wrote around the time of that donation, I surmised that Myer
Geller’s mother had been a resident of the Sharon Home.

Dorothy Strelsin  was a one-time Broadway showgirl, born
Dorothy Dennis in 2013, who married a wealthy industrialist by
the name of Alfred Strelsin. Apparently she became a patron of
the arts. She died in 2001. As for her foundation, however, there
is scant information available.

It turns out though that Dorothy Strelsin had a very close friend
who had a strong Winnipeg connection. Until such time as I hear
from the Winnipeg trustee of the Dorothy Strelsin Foundation,
however, I won’t divulge the name of Dorothy Strelsin’s close

friend. But – here’s a hint: Just Google the name Dorothy Strelsin and
eventually you’re discover who that close friend was – if you’re persistent
enough.

The donation to Operation Ezra is also reminiscent of the $900,000 dona-
tion that was made by an anonymous “angel” in 2015 that went toward the
purchase of the Gwen Secter Centre from the National Council of Jewish
Women. I’ve also kept my word not to reveal the name of the angel who
stepped up to save the Gwen Secter Centre, although I did discover who
that person was.

There’s nothing like a surprise gift of hundreds of thousands of dollars to
put a smile on someone’s face, is there?

DOROTHY 
STRELSIN

Zelensky: Ukraine will look more like ‘big Israel’
than Europe in the wake of Russia’s war

April 6, 2022 (JTA) — Volodymyr Zelensky, Ukraine’s Jewish presi-
dent, said his country will look more like Israel, a democracy on constant
military alert, than like their more relaxed European neighbors, given the
prospect of long-term tensions with Russia.

“We will become a ‘big Israel’ with its own face,” Zelensky said Tuesday
at a briefing for Ukrainian media, Haaretz reported. “We will not be sur-
prised if we have representatives of the armed forces or the national guard
in cinemas, supermarkets, and people with weapons. I am confident that
the question of security will be issue number one for the next ten years. I
am sure of it.”

Armed soldiers are ubiquitous in Israel, where there is a mandatory draft
for men and women and where men may do weeks of reserve duty every
year into their 40s.

Zelensky clarified that he was not anticipating an autocracy. “An author-
itarian state would lose to Russia,” he said. “People know what they are
fighting for.”

Russia’s war against Ukraine, in its fifth week, has drawn into battle
civilians who have been rapidly trained in the use of rifles and other means
of combat.

“Ukraine will definitely not be what we wanted it to be from the begin-
ning. It is impossible,” Zelensky said. “Absolutely liberal, European – it
will not be like that. It will definitely come from the strength of every
house, every building, every person.”
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War in Ukraine

Happy Passover
From the Levit Family

A request for help for a Ukrainian organization deeply
involved in helping Ukrainians survive the Russian invasion
By BERNIE BELLAN

Introduction: In our last issue (March 30) I
wrote about conversations I had with two mem-
bers of our Winnipeg Jewish community, both of
whom were born in Ukraine. This past week, one
of those individuals, Alex Guider, reached out to
me with a request to help a Ukrainian organiza-
tion called “Zgraya”. Zgraya is a Ukrainian word
that means “a pack of wolves”.

According to Alex, many of the members of
Zgraya are Jewish.

Following is the email I received from Alex:

Hi Bernie,
I was talking today to my friend who is an

active member of the Jewish community in
Ukraine. Currently he is taking active part in
volunteer group called “Zgraya”. Zgraya locat-
ed in Kyiv. Their team has helped thousands of
Ukrainian citizens to get food, medical aid, cloth
and shelters. They rescue people stranded all
over Ukraine to get to safety and to provide with
supplies. They as well help Ukrainian army with
food, supplies and equipment. 

What might interested you is that big chunk of
the most active members of that group are
Jewish activists (some were active in Jewish
community right before war started). He sent me
short list of active members of the group - Jewish
activists.  There are dozen and half names .  I
personally know some of them and acquainted
with some others. 

This is a great example of members of Jewish
community taking an active role in helping their
citizens and their country.  Zgraya is seeking for
financial support as all their activities requires
funds. For example at the moment they are plan-
ning to evacuate people from Chernihiv (city
was heavily bombarded but heroically resisted
the invasion of Russian troops), they estimated
convoy of 10 vans would cost 7.5K Euros (over
10K CAD)

I was thinking your newspaper would help to
find people/groups who are willing to help.  

I can provide you with more information and
connect you with the group. Are you interested in
the story?

Thank you,
Alex

In response, I asked Alex how readers might be
able to find out more information about Zgraya.
Further I asked him how anyone could send
money to Zgraya.

Alex responded with information about
Zgraya’s Facebook page, but after doing some
further searching I did find a website for Zgraya:
zgraya-help.com

As Alex noted, “there are lot of pictures and
video to get sense of what they are doing rou-
tinely: providing food for those in need, trans-
porting people to the safety, sheltering, helping
army with food and supplies.”

Alex also provided some information about
friends of his who are active in Zgraya and who,
he said, might be willing to talk to me: 

The guy I’m in touch with is Ilham Hasanov -
I know him for over 15 years since he was a kid
and I was a leader (madrich) at Jewish youth
group called Netzer (Reform Jewish youth move-
ment, similar to North American “NFTY”). At
the moment Ilham is playing role of taking care
of bureaucratic procedures with government and
army to get approvals to enter military objects,
cities and towns under the siege, get safety
routes to evacuate people, etc. He is also helping
as a driver during evacuation events.

The other person that agreed to give an inter-
view in English is Alexander Kovalchuk. I also

know him for over 15 years, he was also active
member of Netzer as well as Reform Jewish com-
munity in Kyiv. He remained to be active in
Jewish life till recently... At Zgraya Alexander is
volunteering handlining and sorting supplies as
well as building masking nets for the army.

The leader of the organization - Evgeniya
Talinovskaya. I know her for over 20 years. We
as young teenagers were participating in semi-
nars for Ukrainian Jewish leaders organized by
Israel Culture Centre. She used to work as
madricha there for several years, while I worked
for Jewish Agency and later for Netzer. 

Most of volunteers at Zgraya are young adults
in their 20-30s, some have been active members
of Kyiv Jewish Community.

Let me know if you have any questions or need
more information.

Regards,
Alexey (Alex)

After several tries I was finally able to connect
with Alexander Kovalchuk on Sunday, April 10
through Whatsapp.

Following is an account of our conversatiion:

Alexander Kovalchuk is a 27-year-old Jewish
Ukrainian who is currently in Kyiv working with
the aforementioned Zgraya group. In normal
times, Alexander told me that he is a video edi-
tor, “working in post production” – mostly in
“commercial and music videos.” 

When I spoke with him Sunday afternoon (it
was around 7 in the evening in Kyiv), he told me
he’s staying at a friend’s apartment right now,
but normally he lives somewhere outside Kyiv.

Alexander said that he moved to Kyiv about
two weeks ago from where he was living. He
met up with other members of Zgraya whom he
knew from before and was put to work making
camouflage nets for the military.

I said to Alexander that Alex Guider told me
that a lot of the members of Zgraya are Jewish.
About how many were Jewish, I asked him? He
said that lots were but he didn’t know how many.

Alexander went on to explain that Zgraya was
started by a young Jewish woman by the name of
Evgeniya eight years ago (in 2014) when Russia
seized Crimea and began to foment an insurrec-
tion in the Donbas region of Ukraine.

In short order, once he came to Kyiv, he and
others in the group were asked to do “cooking
for our army” and for people who had come to
Kyiv from other cities, he said.

Alexander went on to describe the four areas in
which Zgraya members are contributing to the
Ukrainian defense effort, but frankly I couldn’t
understand what he said so I consulted the

ALEXANDER KOVALCHUK in Kyiv 
via Whatsapp on Sunday, April 10

(Contined on page 36. See “Zgraya”.)



By BERNIE BELLAN 

The Chai Folk Ensemble is now in its 58th
year of existence. After a more than two year
absence from performing live in front of an

audience, Chai is set to make its long awaited
return to the stage when it will be performing a
gala concert at the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre
on June 16. 

We spoke with Chai artistic (and vocal) director
David Vamos recently to catch up with what’s
been happening with Chai during the most pro-
longed hiatus that the group has ever taken.

David said that, while the pandemic had taken
a toll on almost all artists, especially dance
groups, Chai has weathered the storm. One of
the reasons, he explained, is the continuity in its
leadership. Reeva Nepon has continued as
Chai’s administrative director, Jesse Popeseki as
music director, while Rachel Cooper, who took
over the role of dance director in 2018, also remains in that role.

“Not only is she dance director,” David said, “she does original work for
the group.”

David Vamos himself has had a very long run with Chai. Currently a
music teacher at Gray Academy (where he’s been for 10 years now, he
said), David actually joined Chai in 2002 as a singer. He became vocal
director in 2006, assistant artistic director in 2012, music director in 2014,
and finally artistic director in 2015.

I mentioned to David that I was going to be running a story in our upcom-
ing issue (which was the March 30 issue) about the Zylberman family, and
that I learned from Marta and Mauricio Zylberman that all three of their
kids – Ariel, Leandro, and Melina, had been members of Chai. I said that
was indicative of the longstanding heritage role that Chai has played with-
in our community.

I asked David when was the last time Chai actually put on a live perfor-
mance in front of an audience?

“Our last one,” he answered, “was in the fall of 2019, following our tour
of Ukraine and Israel – with Rusalka. We did a homecoming concert that
fall. We haven’t done a large scale performance since. We were fortunate
to perform at the Simkin Centre right before lockdown in 2020.”

David noted, however, that “we recorded an album that spring – in 2020,
which was pretty incredible. We finished it the Sunday right before the
whole province shut down. Now, after two years, we are finally ready to
release it and perform (the music from that album at) the Chai Gala.” 

I asked whether “the troupe has been rehearsing throughout the pandem-
ic?”

While dancers have been rehearsing, David explained, singers only start-
ed back the first week in April, due to the easy transmissibility of Covid
when singing. As well, “the band didn’t really get together other than doing
some virtual work,” he added.

Yet, as David put it, “the dancers have shown an incredible amount of
tenacity. They have been rehearsing - performing at all sorts of different
venues and under different guidelines. It’s been an unbelievable story of
adjusting the past two years – being out of our studio for a while, and then
the Berney (Theatre),” combined “with different distancing (rules) and dif-
ferent masks.”

Currently, David said, “we have 14 dancers, seven singers and six people
in the band.”

Of the dancers, 12 are women and two are men, David said. “Almost all
of them came to us during the pandemic,” he added. “A lot of them are
from professional backgrounds who were just looking for an opportunity to
rehearse and perform again. We’re really fortunate. I know a lot of other
groups that were really hard hit, but we’ve stayed at a really respectable
number” (of dancers).

Most of Chai’s dancers are either high school or university students,
David noted, adding “a lot have come from Gray Academy.”

As for the singers, David said that “all our choral members are coming
back – which is amazing.”

Turning to what audience members can expect at the June 16 concert,
David said “it will be a dual purpose event. We’ll be releasing our new
album that night.” The performance, he added “will be a completed work,
from beginning to end.”

“At the same time,” David observed, “we will be honouring the Jewish
Foundation for its contributions to the Winnipeg Jewish community – and
specifically how it was able to keep so many of our agencies afloat over the
last two years.”

One of the projects that Chai was able to undertake during the pandemic
– thanks to the Jewish Foundation, “was to film three professional music
videos,” David said. One of the videos shot was at the St. Norbert ruins.

I asked David, “Will you be gearing up for Folklorama after the concert 

Wednesday, April 13, 2022, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   9

Community news

Ami Bakerman  
E: amibakerman@gmail.com | Toll Free: 1-800-731-2848

WINNIPEG  
CHAPTER 

WWW.CMDAI.ORG  |  #CANADIANMDA

Happy Passover to all our donors, supporters and friends
Chag Sameach!

SAVING LIVES IS IN OUR 
BLOOD…AND IT’S IN 
YOURS TOO!

Two years after its last live performance Chai to perform at gala concert June 16 
Jewish Foundation to be honoured during concert for the

tremendous support it’s given to Jewish organizations during the pandemic

Chai dancers in a recent rehearsal of a num-
ber called “Toda Le’Eli”  at the St. Norbert
ruins (where a video of their performance was
also professionally shot)

Photo courtesty of Jordan Nepon Photography

Chai singers also at St. Norbert ruins being
filmed for the same video

Photo courtesty of Jordan Nepon Photography

Rehearsing in the time of Covid
Photo courtesty of Jordan Nepon

Photography

or is there anything else you have
planned in between? ”It’s seven
weeks in between,” he noted.
“We’re just going to be turning
around and prepping for
Folklorama.”

As far as joining Chai goes,
David says that Chai holds audi-
tions throughout the year and any-
one interested in joining, whether
as a dancer, musician, or singer, is
asked to check out their website:
chai.ca.



Editor’s warning: This story talk about bread. It’s Passover! Don’t be
tempted by anything you’re about to read to eat chametz!
By JOHN LONGHURST

If you’ve heard about Winnipeg at all, then you might know that Canadian
prairie city of 750,000 is the inspiration for the name of a famous bear of

very little brain: Winnie-
the-Pooh. If you’re
Jewish, you may also
have heard about
Winnipeg because it is
reputed by some to have
the best Jewish-style rye
bread in North America.

Whether or not that’s true, Jews in Winnipeg do
enjoy their city’s rye bread, although they disagree
on which bakery makes the best kind. Some claim
the best rye bread is made by City Bread, some
swear by Gunn’s, and others like what comes out of
the ovens at Kub or Natural bakeries.

Belle Jarniewski, executive director of the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada, prefers City
Bread. “I remember going to the old
City Bread location with my mom and dad every
other week to stock up,” she recalled. “My mom
would come out with a shopping bag filled with
fresh rye bread and she would freeze whatever we
couldn’t eat right away.”

Elaine Goldstine, CEO of the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, didn’t realize Winnipeg’s Jewish rye
bread had a far-reaching reputation. “I know that rye bread at Gunn’s and
City Bread are different,” she said, indicating her preference is for City
Bread rye bread. “I guess it is famous like Winnipeg goldeye is famous,”
she added, referring to the Manitoba fish that is well-known outside the
province.

“To my mind, City Bread is by far the best with Gunn’s a distant second,”
said Bernie Bellan, editor of Winnipeg’s Jewish Post & News.

Others would disagree. Alan Green, former rabbi at Winnipeg’s Shaarey
Zedek synagogue, was more of a Gunn’s Bakery fan when he lived in the
city. Now that he lives in Fairfield, Iowa, he has fond memories of
Winnipeg’s rye bread. “I certainly understand how a good bakery—partic-
ularly a bread bakery—can make one feel at home and rooted in a city or
community,” he said.

Becky Kaufmann moved from Winnipeg to Toronto recently. She, too,
has good memories of that city’s rye bread. For Kaufmann, the best is City
Bread, followed by Gunn’s; she’s heard of ex-Winnipeggers ordering bread
from local bakeries and having it shipped to them.

“Jews are very particular about their likes,” she said, including rye bread.
“We’re loyal!”

So how did Winnipeg’s rye bread earn its reputation?
Unlike rye breads in Eastern Canada and the U.S., Winnipeg-style rye

bread is lighter in color and milder in flavor than other rye breads and does-
n’t contain much, if any, rye flour. Instead, it is made from cracked rye or
coarse rye meal.

It is also made differently than Eastern rye bread, said Fivie Gunn, the
former owner of Gunn’s Bakery: “It uses chopped or flaked rye, making it
sort of speckled,” he said, adding it is lighter and has a milder flavor, “not
a sour taste like out east.”

It’s also made mostly with white flour and without caraway seeds, he
said, making it smoother and softer. “It’s quite tasty and unique,” Gunn
said.

Gunn thinks Winnipeg’s rye bread originated with immigrants who came
to the city from

Ukraine in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.“They brought their kind
of bread with them,” he said, noting that as you head farther west into
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia, the style of rye bread
changes again. “It’s heavier,” he said. “Winnipeg rye bread is unique.”

Ross Einfeld is part owner and production manager at Kub Bakery. He
also traces Winnipeg’s unique rye bread to immigrants from Ukraine over
100 years ago. “Our bread is based on their recipe,” he said, adding that for
him, City, Gunn’s, and Kub make the best rye bread in Winnipeg because
they bake it on a paddle in a hearth with steam to give a chewy coating.

“It’s crusty all the way around, not like bread made in a pan,” Einfeld
said. “It’s chewy outside and moist inside.”

As for Winnie-the-Pooh, there’s no evidence he ever ate rye bread. But
he did put Winnipeg on the map after Winnipegger Lieutenant Harry
Colborne bought a bear cub in 1914 at a train stop in White River, Ontario,
while on his way to England to serve during the Great War.

He named the cub “Winnie” after his hometown of Winnipeg, and it
became the regimental mascot.

When Colborne’s unit was posted to the front, he left Winnie at the
London zoo—where a young boy named Christopher Robin Milne fell in
love with the bear.

And the rest, like Winnipeg’s unique rye bread, is history.

This story originally appeared in Tablet magazine, at tabletmag.com, and
is reprinted with permission
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Warm wishes for a wonderful Passover!

www.asperfoundation.com

"Passover affirms the great truth that liberty
is the inalienable right of every human being."

-   Rabbi Morris Joseph

A Rye Apart
What makes Winnipeg’s bread unique—and which bakery makes the tastiest loaves?
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Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival
ready to hit the big screen

One of the Rady JCC’s most popular cultural programs is set to return to
the big screen. The 2022 Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival will
take place from May 14 – June 1, 2022. 

This year’s film festival will be offered in a hybrid style. The two options
available are: 

Option 1 (In-person): In-person films will be shown at the Berney
Theatre following capacity guidelines. We have based this in accordance
with current public safety protocols. Should things need to change, we will
pivot and offer the festival in a virtual format. 

Masks and proof of vaccination are required.

Option 2 (Virtual): View movies at home (or at the cottage). We hope to
see patrons enjoying movies with family and friends in the Berney Theatre
but know that some individuals may not be ready to meet in person. We
hope this virtual format will be an option for you to enjoy the 2022
Winnipeg International Film Festival. Here is how the virtual component
will work:

• A link to each film will be emailed the day before it’s scheduled
screening time.

• Films will be available for a 48-hour window.
• You can view the film at your own convenience, at any time during

that 48-hour period.
• Films can be streamed on any “smart” device: a smart TV, a desk-

top or laptop computer, a tablet, or even a smartphone. There are many
ways you can connect these devices to your home TV.

Film lovers will have the chance to enjoy over 20 award-winning films,
talk backs, visiting directors, receptions, the return of the Shorts on
Sherbrook Film Crawl, a drive-in movie night and much more.

“The annual Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival is the perfect
opportunity for film lovers to enjoy an array of features and documentaries
that speak to the diversity of the Jewish experience”, said Laura Marjovsky
Rady JCC Manager of Programming. 

The festival is proudly presented by the Rady JCC and The Asper
Foundation, with support from the Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts,
Winnipeg Free Press and Jewish Post and News.

To view the entire lineup, watch the trailers and purchase tickets, visit
www.radyjcc.com
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SYLVIA POSNER
Sylvia Posner (née

Shaw) was born on
August 29th, 1926 to
Dorthea and Morris Shaw
in Edmonton, Alberta.
They moved to Montreal
a few years after that. She
had 2 brothers: Marcus
Shaw (z”l) and Harvey,
who resides in Toronto.
Sylvia Shaw Posner was a
remarkable woman and
had a full and long life,
ending at age 95. 

Sylvia was predeceased by her husband of 52
years, Edward Neil Posner. Eddie and Sylvia met in
Montreal and fell in love at first site. They quickly
got engaged and moved to Winnipeg where Sylvia
was immediately embraced by the Posner family.

The first thing you would notice about Sylvia was
her true beauty. In her youth she was a woman that
you would pick out of a crowd. Part of that might
have been her flaming red hair. She was eye catching.
But beyond her exterior appeal, she had genuine
inner beauty. Anyone who knew her would agree
with that statement. She had the best sense of humour
and would laugh so hard that it was contagious. She
used that humour to deal with many difficult
situations in her life. This ability to laugh, even at
herself, was just so much a part of who Sylvia was. 

Of course, who could forget Sylvia the baker? She
was a legend in her time! In today’s world, she
certainly would have been an “influencer”. Sylvia
must have served thousands of Winnipeggers. 

Warm, kind, jovial, cheerful, but most of all -
generous of soul. Those qualities sum up Sylvia. I
know she had not been well for the last few years and
yet my memories are of a fun-loving woman, down to
earth and genuinely interested in her family’s welfare
and life.

Sylvia was a wonderful homemaker while raising
her 5 children. She had the heart of an artist and
expressed herself through her many hobbies,
including painting, reading, crosswords puzzles,
cards, and any and all games. 

Sylvia supported Eddie though many business
endeavors, including: the Sildor Banquet Hall, Pal
Joeys Deli, Lords Furniture, Posner Furniture &
Refinishing, PM Scientific Fur Dying and Cleaning -
just to name a few. 

After Eddie’s passing, Sylvia moved to The
Portsmouth Retirement Centre, where she lived for
many years - and continued to bake her famous
poppyseed cinnamon cake for the residents and staff.
As time went on and her dementia progressed, she
moved to the Simkin Centre. 

Sylvia will be sorrily missed by her 5 children:
Miles Posner and his partner Cynthia Schindler of
Toronto, Cynthia Posner and partner Greg Rusk of
Winnipeg,, Stephen Posner of California, Alex
Posner and partner Michelle of Winnipeg, and
Matthew Posner and his wife Brenlee of Michigan. 

Sylvia’s 9 grandchildren are: Jonathan Meltzer
(Sean) of North Carolina, Megan Meltzer of
Winnipeg, Melissa Posner (Mitchell) of Toronto,
Jordan Posner of Toronto, Zachary Posner of Calif.,
Jacob Posner, of Calif, Jonah Posner of Winnipeg,
Caleb Posner of Michigan and Sarah Posner of
Minneapolis. She also had many nieces and nephews. 

Sylvia taught all of us what true love is. She loved
unconditionally. Her house provided a safe place for
her kids and all their friends, nieces nephews,
cousins, and anyone else who just needed a hug,
some cheesecake and acceptance. 

A private funeral was held at the Rosh Pina
Memorial Park on Monday March 28th. Pallbearers
were: Jonathan Meltzer, Benji Carroll, Jonah Posner,
Greg Rusk, Les Rykiss, and Brian Segal. 

Thank you to the caring and wonderful staff at the
Simkin Centre and a very special thank you to
Conception (Shawna) Laoag. Conception looked
after Sylvia for years, made her feel loved and cared
for, and loved her like she was her own mother. 

Donations in her honour can be sent to the Simkin
Centre. 

MARTIN CORNE
Martin Corne, beloved

husband, father, brother,
Zaida and uncle to both
family and friends,
passed in the night of
March 22, 2022. Forever
in the loving memory of
his wife Gail; daughter
Lisa Corne and her
husband Michael Klein,
and their children Max
and Klein; son Ian Corne
and his wife Janet Bright
Corne, and their children

Hugh and Sadie.
Martin was born and raised in River Heights,

Winnipeg, where he resided for 87 of his 88 years.
Growing up in River Heights he attended all the
usual River Heights schools, including Lorraine
Froggley’s nursery and kindergarten. He met the
love of his life Gail at age 17, and serenaded her by
playing her favourite tunes on the piano through the
bedroom window whenever she visited family next
door. Martin and Gail were the model of devotion
and tenderness for 70 years. 

He studied Law at the University of Manitoba,
where he was later invited to join the faculty as a
sessional instructor. He also enjoyed many years
teaching for the Canadian Bankers Association, as
well as the Manitoba Bar admission course. Martin
practiced Law with his brother Alvin and their Uncle
H.I., under the family firm name Corne & Corne. He
was a general practitioner and well respected
opponent in the court room. His clients became more
like friends, often referring to him as Uncle Marty.
Martin received the honour of being named a
Queen’s Counsel in 1977. 

In addition to being an outstanding lawyer, Martin
possessed innumerable creative virtues, including
playing piano, commanding a stage, and entertaining
storytelling skills— his creativity was at the core of
his personality. Having acted in multiple Manitoba
Bar Association productions such as One Flew Over
the Cuckoo’s Nest, Fiddler on the Roof, Guys and
Dolls, and the lead role in Twelve Angry Jurors, he
was invited by the Manitoba Theatre Centre to
perform in the main stage production of Our Town.

Above all, family was Martin’s highest priority.
Family celebrations and vacations were his favourite
times, where everyone got together to enjoy each
other’s company. Enjoying summers at Falcon Lake
with family and friends was Heaven on Earth to him,
and he often referred to it as Gan Eden.

His legacy will continue as it did during his life,
through the many stories told by all he cared for, and
who cared for him.

SAM SINGER
Samuel (Sam) Harry

Singer, born January 5,
1928 in the Sonnenfeld
Jewish farming colony
near Hoffer, Saskatch-
ewan passed away at 94
years old on March 13,
2022. He will be dearly
missed by Betty, wife of
61 years; children
Murray (Kanthi), Leah
(Lee), Aaron (Gina); and
grandchildren Sage, Frey,
Oscar and Marlo. Sisters

Rose, Goldie, and Ethel and brother Jack
predeceased him. His brother Joe survives him. 

Sam attended the one-room Dravland School
before his parents Harry and Fanny moved the
family to Winnipeg in 1938. He went on to King
Edward School and St. John’s Technical High School
where he later proudly served on the centennial
steering committee. 

As a boy he was a sea cadet with the RCSCC John
Travers Cornwell VC. In 1948 Sam joined Machal,
an international volunteer group that served in
Israel’s War of Independence. The experience left an
indelible mark and led to a lifelong commitment to
the well being of the country and to his fellow
soldiers. On his return he started Singer Industries, a
family plumbing and heating business. He served 26
years with the Canadian National Railway in
Transcona, often riding his bicycle to work. 

Sam enjoyed taking photographs, making jewelry
and stained glass. He belonged to the Scandinavian
Stamp Collector’s Club, the former General Monash
Legion, CN Pensioners Association, Manitoba 60+
Baseball All Stars, Red Cross Blood Donor Clinic
and the Jewish War Veterans of Canada among
others. Sam was a charitable man known for lending
a hand - including late night calls to fix furnaces on
winter nights. He will be remembered for his
principled choices, kind heart, humour, warm smile,
love of family and boundless curiosity. 

Thanks to pallbearers Earl, Yale, Mark, Gerry, and
Hartley Singer, and Alex Snukal. In Sam’s memory
consider donations to The Jewish National Fund and
The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg or a charity of
your choice. 

“They lived and laughed and loved and left.” 
—James Joyce
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SYLVIA POSNER
The following eulogy was written by Sylvia Posner’s
son, Matthew:
It is a solemn yet daunting task to compose a eulogy
for a parent. On the one hand, you seek to highlight
the qualities and extol the virtues of the person who
gave you life and nurtured your development,
physically, emotionally, and spiritually. On the other
hand, you recognize your innate deficiencies in being
able to fully encapsulate the essence of someone’s
being in a concise synopsis, and fret over your
inability to adequately honor their many
contributions to this world. Within the context of this
quagmire, I offer the following thoughts of my
mother, Sylvia Shaw Posner.

Sylvia Shaw was born on August 29th, 1926 to
Morris Shaw and Dorothea (Petal) Shaw. She was the
middle of three children, having two brothers,
Marcus the elder, and Harvey, the baby. They were
the first Canadian-born generation of their lineage.
The early years were spent in Edmonton, but the
formative years of their childhood materialized after
they had relocated to Montreal. Mom’s dad worked
as a traveling salesman, which required her mother to
shoulder the lion’s share of the responsibilities of
raising the children. When my mom was 14 years
old, tragedy befell the family when her father passed
away. This calamity was compounded by the fact that
World War II was raging, goods were in short supply,
and society at large had yet to embrace women in the
workplace, with the notable exceptions of teachers,
nurses, and secretaries. Borne out of necessity, and
armed with gumption and a steely resolve, my
grandmother went to work and ensured that her
children wanted for nothing, and received a well-
rounded education. I believe that these life-changing
events from her early years are the source of my
mother’s fierce independence and legendary coping
skills, courage and perseverance in the face of
hardship, overarching sense of self-sacrifice and
responsibility for others, and humble spirit and kind
heart. 

Soon after the war ended, my mother and father,
Edward Neil Posner, met, and following what in
contemporary times would be considered a brief
courtship, they married on February 22, 1947. They
settled in Winnipeg, my father’s hometown. In short
order, they added branches of their own to the Posner
Family tree. They raised five children, Miles,
Cynthia, Stephen, Alex, and Matthew. Like her
mother before her, Sylvia applied her can-do attitude
and prodigious work ethic to all of her innumerable
responsibilities and commitments. She worked
tirelessly both in and out of the home, with the latter
inadvertently becoming an outlet to develop and
showcase my mom’s talents at professional baking.
Weekdays, during school hours, my mom would
work at Sharon’s Linens, first on Bannerman, and
later on Main Street. Her only quiet times were the
pre-dawn hours, which were spent laboring at
crossword puzzles or a game of solitaire while
enjoying a cup of black coffee, piping hot. The
weekends were claimed by the Sildor, the family
business that served as a banquet hall for the
community. My mom would sell liquor tickets for the
Friday evening socials until the wee hours of the
morning, and on Saturdays would prepare desserts
for hundreds of people that would attend weddings
being held later that evening. Sundays were devoted
to family, with the early years of married life being a
time when the extended clan would enjoy an
impromptu gathering simply to visit. Over time, the
arrival of grandchildren enriched family time, and
many happy hours were devoted to babysitting. The
number of progeny swelled through the years that
followed, and the final tally included nine
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. In later
years, my parents opened a delicatessen out of the
Sildor that operated during the week, affectionately
called Pal Joey’s after my dad’s favorite movie, and
unsurprisingly, my mom created all the baked goods
sold there. After the Sildor was sold, my mom and
her first cousin Debbie Israel started up a business
together, baking high quality desserts for many local
restaurants and private affairs. Some of you may
recall the name of their business…Sinfully
Delicious. Indeed it was, especially their
cheesecakes. As an aside, when my wife Brenlee and
I moved away from Winnipeg in 1987, my mom
lovingly put together a book containing all of her
prized recipes so that she could start a business of her
own. As many of you know, Brenlee and Sylvia
shared an inseparable bond as well as a birthday, and
out of an abiding sense of love, gratitude, and
respect, my wife called her business Syl’s Secrets. 

What I have shared with you thus far amounts to

the structural framework of what you shall see was
an exemplary life, distinguished by chesed and
measured by the fulfillment of the sacred mission of
Tikkun Olam. Let us turn our attention to more
substantive aspects of my mom’s life whereby her
character and values can be appreciated. This is
where the divine spark of Sylvia Posner resided, and
illuminates the impact that she had on the lives of
countless individuals. My mother Sylvia was one of
the most exceptional and endearing people that I
have ever met throughout my life. During childhood,
there is a naive tendency to take one’s parents for
granted. Time, maturity, life experiences, and the
transition to parenthood cause us to become more
reflective, and comprehend, with a renewed
perspective, the various dimensions of their
character, values, priorities, and personal qualities.
The delicate interplay between these entities define
and determine how one interacts with, and is
perceived by the outside world. Through the lens of
adulthood, we see our parents anew, and become
acutely aware of the full extent of our good fortune.
As a young man, I realized that I was profoundly
blessed to have Sylvia Posner as my mom. This
conviction has only strengthened over the years, and
will forever enshrine her as my first, and most
enduring hero and exemplar.

My mom had several gifts, and it is debatable as to
which one was the most iconic. She had this uncanny
ability to instantly put people at ease, making them
feel welcomed and valued from the moment she
made their acquaintance. She was unpretentious,
authentic, and possessed a knack to always see the
hidden potential in people that had escaped the
recognition of others. This may explain her lifelong
staunch support for the underdog and
disenfranchised. Her natural tendency was to
effusively praise and graciously elevate others as she
understood the power of kindness to boost self-
esteem, dignify one’s spirit, and transform pernicious
attitudes. Her kindness, generosity, and hospitality
knew no bounds, and it easy to see why our home
was the preferred place for our friends to congregate.

Always thinking of others, and never one to
complain or adopt a woe-is-me mindset, Sylvia was
a continuous source of inspiration for others. Hers
was not an easy or charmed life, but there was always
joy in her heart. She confronted the struggles of life
with steadfast determination and savored the joys
associated with its simple pleasures. Syl was an avid
reader with mysteries being her preferred genre, and
I would be remiss if I failed to mention her affinity
for scrabble, where she garnered the reputation of a
formidable opponent. My mom was never bored and
filled her days with an endless array of activities. The
consummate social butterfly, she would often host
friends and family in her apartment at the Portsmouth
Retirement Residence. Her solitary pursuits enabled
her to indulge her creative instincts which centered
around knitting. This was likely an extension of her
artistic tendencies that first manifested as a teenager,
when she would produce advanced oil paintings.
Knitting was a hobby that provided endless
satisfaction, and the quality of her creations could
easily sell for a small fortune. I still treasure things
that she made for me over four decades ago, and they
remain in pristine condition. She delighted in her
children and grandchildren and celebrated their every
activity and accomplishment, but her main source of
pride derived from their menschlichkeit. Her
friendship was warm, genuine and loyal. I can’t
count how many people over the years have shared
with me how special my mom was, or that she was
their favorite, or that her hearty laugh and incessant
good cheer were positively contagious. Syl had a
larger than life personality with a sense of humor,
razor-sharp wit, and affectionate and expressive
disposition to match.

Another aspect of my mom’s narrative relates to
her sense of responsibility and penchant to serve
others. At times, this took the form of being there
physically for others during a period of need, without
hesitation or reservation, despite tremendous
personal hardship and sacrifice. On other occasions,
she was simply available to offer a sympathetic ear or
supportive shoulder. Of course, there were plenty of
situations where her wise counsel and honest
assessment were sought, and this need, I surmise,
may have served as the impetus for the development
of speed dial. Regardless of the circumstance, my
mom was a reliable and consistent source of comfort,
encouragement, and sagacity. As long as Syl was
available, you never felt overwhelmed or alone. She
was trusted and trustworthy. Sylvia’s humility
sometimes veiled her savvy, though her posse was
well-acquainted with her towering intellect and

capacity for nuanced thinking and creative problem
solving. My mother, ever the selfless caregiver,
insisted on caring for my father and grandmother in
their homes as failing health hijacked their
independence and vigor. She would not allow others
to care for her loved ones as long as she had the
physical strength to do so, for she couldn’t be assured
that they would safeguard their precious dignity
during this most vulnerable phase of life. On
September 17, 1999 Sylvia bid farewell to Eddie for
the last time, after 52 years of marriage. It would be
accurate to describe my mom as a truly selfless
human being. Unicorns may actually exist after all.

My mom was a proud and independent woman,
whose biggest fear was to develop dementia and
become dependent upon others. It is the cruelest fate
that robbed this giant of her cognitive faculties in her
twilight years. True to form, in the early stages of her
decline, with a full awareness of her condition and
prognosis, my mom accepted her situation with an
abundance of grace, dignity, and humility that was
both sublime and edifying to behold. Her kindness
only increased. Her concern for others only
magnified. And never did she submit to bitterness or
engage in self-pity. Her courage, a consistent feature
throughout her long life, was unfailing and on full
display during this final titanic struggle. I remember
having lunch with her during a visit to Winnipeg, and
witnessing the grace with which she conducted
herself as she interacted with others. I learned
through her powerful example, to accept each phase
of life with serenity, and that within the act of
acceptance, there is a dignity bestowed upon the
human spirit. Fear dissolves when denial and
resistance are extirpated. My mom was a shining
light for me and countless others during her life,
guiding us along the uncertain and precarious path.
We honor her memory when we incorporate her
teachings and examples into our everyday demeanor.
As we accept the torch from her noble hands, we
shall aspire to be a light unto others, so that her
legacy of goodness and giving may be perpetuated
through the generations that follow. You have my
eternal love, gratitude, respect and admiration. May
G-d rest your blessed soul mom. Shalom.
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European Jewish Congress
head Moshe Kantor resigns

following UK sanctions

April 8, 2022 (JTA) — Moshe Kantor, the
Russia-born president of the European Jewish
Congress, resigned from the Jewish group
after the United Kingdom imposed sanctions
on him because of his alleged involvement
with Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
regime.

Kantor, a dual citizen of Russia and Britain
who has been living in London for over
decade, resigned on Friday following his
inclusion earlier in the week in a list of eight
people that the British government had decid-
ed to punish in connection with Russia’s war
on Ukraine.

He is among eight “oligarchs” active in
industries “which Putin uses to prop up his
war economy,” the British government
announced. The sanctions against those peo-
ple include the freezing of their assets in the
United Kingdom.

Kantor is a large shareholder of the publicly
traded firm Acron, one of Russia’s largest fer-
tilizer producers.

Kantor’s office characterized his resignation
as “stepping back with immediate effect as
president,” a post he has led since 2007, of the
European Jewish Congress — an umbrella of
prominent Jewish community organizations
from across the continent. Kantor has been
elected three times by the group’s members.

Under Kantor, the EJC has lobbied for legis-
lation against antisemitic hate crimes and has
headed crisis readiness efforts in Western
European Jewish communities, among other
projects.

The World Jewish Congress, whose presi-
dent Ronald Lauder has had a tense relation-
ship with Kantor, issued a statement Friday
noting Kantor’s resignation and explaining its
own policy.

“No one whose name is included on any list
of sanctioned individuals by the European
Union, the United Kingdom, or the United
States in relation to the conflict in Ukraine can
hold any position or play any role in the World
Jewish Congress,” the World Jewish Congress
statement read. The European Jewish
Congress is the WJC’s European affiliate.

In its statement, the European Jewish
Congress said it was “shocked by the decision
of the British government” to sanction Kantor.

“He is a long-standing and respected Jewish
leader, who has dedicated his life to the secu-
rity and well-being of Europe’s Jewish com-
munities and the fight against antisemitism,
racism and xenophobia,” the statement read.
“We hope that this decision will be swiftly lift-
ed.”

The board of the European Jewish Congress
will convene in the coming days to discuss the
group’s future.
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We’re back
and celebrating 70 years

We have something for everyone!
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Bring a friend and save! 
We’ll reduce your camp fees by $400 

for every NEW camper referral of a  
2 week session or longer.

Camp Massad 70th Reunion Weekend  (18+) 

 

 

New Camper Promotion
SAVE $200 on your first camp  
session 2 weeks or more!

 
You’ll meet new friends, re-connect with old ones, make memories 
to last a lifetime, learn new skills and get back to nature.

Register today at campmassad.ca or call 204-477-7487                    Heydad Massad!
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Henny Paritzky passed away lat year on August 25 at the
age of 94. 

This story originally appeared in the April 17, 1991 issue
of The Jewish Post & News

Henny Paritzky has taught at Talmud Torah and Talmud
Torah/I.L Peretz Folk School for several decades and served
as principal there for several years. 

She took part in the service at the Holocaust Memorial last
week for grade 4-6 students from Ramah Hebrew School
and Talmud Torah I.L Peretz Folk School. Following is part
of the text of her speech, in which she recalls her childhood
in Europe, during the Holocaust:

When the war broke out in Holland in May, 1940, I lived
with my parents, sister, uncles, aunts, and cousins in the
Hague. Many Jews had fled from Germany to Holland for
safety, especially during 1938 and 1939, never imagining
that the Germans would invade Holland. 

When the Dutch Jews heard about the atrocities committed by the
Germans, they were filled with shock and horror, but at the same time, they
were sure that these atrocities could never happen to them. After all, they
had lived in the Netherlands for centuries. They were Dutch and their fel-
low Dutchmen would never allow any harm to come to them. The facts
proved them wrong. Approximately 125,000 Jews lived in Holland before
the war. After the war, there were approximately 10,000.

Among the families who had fled from Germany to Holland was the fam-
ily of Anne Frank. They settled in Amsterdam in 1934.

We lived in a neighborhood where many Jews lived. We had a beautiful,
carefree childhood. My parents had come from Poland in the early 1930s,
mainly because of anti-Semitism there. They settled in The Hague. My par-
ents worked very hard, and like most parents, wanted to give their children
the best possible education. My sister and I went to public school, had
Hebrew lessons, violin, piano and ballet lessons, and still had time to play
with our friends.  We lived in a neighborhood where many Jews lived. We
had a beautiful, carefree childhood.

In 1939, the Germans invaded Poland. My parents were very worried.
Most of their family, their brothers, sisters and their children, uncles and
aunts were all living in Poland and my parents were afraid of what might
happen to them. My little sister and I did not always understand their worry.
We were young, around your age, and the war seemed so far away. In May
1940, the Germans invaded Holland, and war was not far away anymore.
Our life had changed.

You see, the Germans wanted to get rid of all the Jews in every country
they occupied and they set out systematically to do so. Fifty-two days after
the invasion of Holland, the first anti-Jew law came out, and more and
more followeed, till there were almost no Jews left in Holland.

Jews were not allowed to work for non-Jews. Jews were forbidden to go
to the stores at the same time as non-Jews. Jews were not allowed to be out-
side their homes between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. Jews were not allowed to go to
theaters or public parks. Jews were not allowed to own businesses. Jewish
children were not allowed to attend public schools. We went to Jewish
schools which were quickly set up. Jews were forbidden to use public
transportation, trains, buses or tramways. We rode our bicycles to school.
Jews had to hand over their bicycles. We walked several miles to school.
Jews had to hand over their radios. We were not allowed to own radios, but
on the streets, we could hear the radios blaring away with anti-Jewish slo-
gals. The newspapers were filled with hate propaganda against Jews, and
German flags and swastikas were waving from many houses.

In April 1942, all  Jews had to wear the yellow and black Star of David
with the word Joodâ (Jew) in the middle. I remember the first time my sis-
ter and I wore the star. We were proud to wear it. But then, there were the
looks on people’s faces. Some were surprised. They never knew we were
Jewish. Some showed hatred, some - pity. Some avoided looking at us, and
some called us dirty Jews. Some neighbors who were always so nice did
not know us any more.

We came home frightened. We realized there was a world outside that we
had not known. The situation in Holland became worse. Every day more
and more people were picked up from the streets and taken to concentra-
tion camps. “Workcamps” they were called.

More and more people were taken from their homes by the Gestapo and
deported. In June, 1952, Anne Frank’s family went into hiding. That is
when she wrote her diary.

More Jewish families went into hiding in the homes of Dutch non-Jews,
who risked their lives harboring Jews. My aunt, with her young son and
daughter, went into hiding with a gentile family. My uncle fled to France.
My aunt thought it would be less risky to stay in Holland with the children.

My parents discussed going into hiding, but they were afraid that they

would be in a trap, depending for everything on outside
help. They decided that we should try to escape to
Switzerland. It was a big risk, because we had to travel
through Belgium, which was occupied by the Germans, and
through France, which was partly occupied, but we had no
choice. My father found someone who was willing, for
money, to smuggle us across the Belgian and French border.
We left in July 1942, leaving everything behind so that
nobody would suspect anything. We had taken the Star of
David off our coats, which we carried on our arms. When
we were near the railway station, we put our coats on, hid-
ing the star on our other clothes.

We boarded the train that would take us closer to the
Belgian border, praying that nobody would recognize us and
betray us. We had left on a Friday and the next day, Saturday
morning, the Gestapo came to our house to pick us up. We
had left just in time.

It took many days to cross the border from Belgium to France, because
we had to walk during the night, hiding during the day in some farm sheds.
We arrived in part of France which was not yet occupied by the Germans.
It was ruled by the French (by the Vichy Government). The Vichy govern-
ment collaborated with the Germans. French police went from hotel to
hotel to pick up foreigners. This was called “Razzias.” The Jewish for-
eigners were taken to camps in France from which they were deported to
extermination camps in Poland and Germany. Non-Jewish foreigners were
let go.

A few days after we arrived in the city of Lyon, the French police
knocked on our hotel room and my mother, my sister and I were taken to a
police station where
there were hundreds
of Jews. I became ill,
and was taken to a
hospital where my
appendix was
removed. A policeman
was guarding my
room. 

My mother became
sick and was taken to
another hospital. A
policeman at the sta-
tion took pity on my
little sister and took
her home to be with
his daughter and wife.
My mother did not
know any French, but
succeeded in explain-
ing in Yiddish to a nun
who spoke a little
German that she had a
daughter who was
taken to another hos-
pital. That nun found
out which hospital it
was, had my mother
transferred there, and
in doing so saved her
life. All other Jewish
patients from that hos-
pital she was first in
were deported. You
can imagine how
happy I was to see my
mother again. I was
afraid I would never
see my family again.

My father, who was
not in the hotel room
when we were picked
up, got papers from
the Dutch consul, stat-
ing that we were
Dutch Protestants.
With these papers, my
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It is far from controversial to condemn Russia
and the Putin regime. You would get little
argument anywhere. Yet, there is a bright side

to what was once the former Soviet Union and
some of that bright side consists of the people
that country has sent our way and in particular to

Winnipeg. There are many families in
Winnipeg who trace their recent origins
to Russia, many of them via Israel and
others in a more direct path. One such
family was the Kirshner family and, in
particular, Dmitry Kirshner( better
known as Dima). He is one Russian
who came here as a 22-year-old along
with his parents, Boris and Tanya, and
his twin brother, Alexander. His story is
an example of what new immigrants
bring to this country and how much he
has benefitted Canada and how much
Canada has helped him. 

It is now 30 years since the Kirshners arrived in Canada from Perm, a
city in Russia. Perm is a city near the Ural Mountains with a population of
around a million people. Winnipeg seemed a logical place where to to
move, as an uncle of Boris, Benjamin Kirshner - a brother to Nuhim
Kirshner, grandfather to Dima, had come here earlier. By the time the fam-
ily settled in Canada, Dima and his brother had already done two years of
military service in Russia. The decision to leave Russia was a tough one
and the family had resisted moving earlier, but gradually the family
changed its position and even though the boys had not yet completed their
education, off they went to a new land. It was not easy. 

The boys started their university education at Perm Polytechnic Institute
in Russia, but once in Canada they had to start all over. They enrolled at
Red River College and entered the Business Administration programme
with Accounting as their major. Dmitry and his brother completed the
course there in 1995 and then settled into a CGA (Certified General
Accounting ) field of study. They graduated in 1998 with accounting des-
ignations when Dima was not yet 30. By then he was already married to a
woman he had known in Perm by the name of Alla.  It was a long and dif-
ficult courtship, given that she was in Israel for a period of time and he was
in Canada, but the couple married in Winnipeg in September 1992. They
are now the parents of a 22-year-old daughter, Jessica, who is a graduate of
the University of Manitoba with a BA in Psychology and  who is present-
ly in her first year in a Master of Physiotherapy Programme at the univer-
sity. Alla herself  is a psychiatrist in Winnipeg, having graduated from the
Faculty of Medicine at the University of Manitoba.The family lives in
Lindenwoods and has been there since 1991. Even Dima’s parents and his
mother-in-law have settled in near him in Lindenwoods, with his brother
and his brother’s wife ( the former Marly Spivak) and three kids living  in
River Heights. Now that is what might be called a successful integration
into a new country.

After graduating from RRC, Dima joined a company in Winnipeg then
known as Automated Design Systems. After a period of time spent in
Seattle, he returned to Winnipeg and has stayed with this company and its
successors since 1995. In fact, Dima  has bought into the company and
even after the company was sold, Dima has remained with it and has been
a vital part of it to this day. He is what is called a “Senior Solution
Architect” (another new term for me). Dima refers to his role as being the
“tech guy for demos.” The product that he is involved with is a software
application known as ERP (which is short for Enterprise Resource
Planning) It assists companies of every kind to run their businesses in just
about every aspect of the operation. 

Aside from his work, Dima Kirshner has carved out a significant sideline,
starting first as a hobby, and now as  an integral part of his life: photogra-
phy. He describes himself as a Winnipeg based landscape and abstract fine
art photographer. Dima likes to say that his photographs are an artistic
interpretation of each scene, object, colour or even a movement. His goal
has been and is, to this day, to get the viewer inspired by his photos. His
work has been exhibited widely in Manitoba ever since 2017 - in stores,
restaurants, galleries and at various photographic festivals. Likely many
readers have seen his work as it is widely available. Moreover, Dima was
the subject of articles in the Winnipeg Free Press and was  interviewed for
“Up to Speed” on CBC radio when the photo-book “Manitoba by
Manitoba”, which was published  by McNally Robinson Booksellers,
launched in 2019 and  Dmitry’s image “ Pioneers” was chosen for its cover.
Dima has been doing  photography seriously for ten years now and he is
well recognized for his skill. If you need to know more, just Google his
name and his website link will appear. 

When you reflect upon the fact that 30 years ago, a whole new family
came here with little money, no language and with the prospect of starting
all over, the fact that all of the Kirshners have come so far is a testament to
both the family, the Province of Manitoba and indeed this country, Canada.
If Vladimir Putin is the worst of Russia, at least we have some of his best
with us. 
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The best of Russia: Dmitry Kirshner

By
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Introduction: Not too long ago we were con-
tacted by Cecil Rosner, who asked us whether
we’d be interested in publishing a story about a
trip he took in 2012  to visit the area  in Ukraine
where both his parents werer born. Although it’s
been 10 years since Cecil visited Ukraine, given
the current situation in that country we thought
timely to get a sense of what life was like in
Ukraine prior to the Russian invasion.
By CECIL ROSNER

“Oi — look at the way the schlemiel drives.”
We are bouncing along the potholed roads of

Western Ukraine, heading from Lviv to my
mother’s hometown of Buczacz. Our driver and
guide isn’t Jewish, but that doesn’t stop him from
endlessly whistling Fiddler on the Roof tunes
and inserting Yiddishisms into every second phrase.

“These guys are all ganefs (thieves),” he says of the policemen we pass,
as he forms his thumb and forefinger into a pistol and slowly pulls the trig-
ger. Alex doesn’t like the speed traps the highway patrols set up, and he
appreciates oncoming drivers signalling him to beware of cops just beyond
the next hill. It’s an important issue for our driver, who crisscrosses
Ukraine’s roads all year-long, ferrying tourists to distant towns and villages
in search of their Jewish ancestors.

For Alex, who holds a history degree and is an expert at tracing genealog-
ical roots, it’s an occupation he never dreamed he would have. But in the
chaos of the Soviet Union’s collapse, when jobs were evaporating and
everyone was trying to reimagine their lives, it seemed like a useful niche
to pursue – especially as foreigners were finally trying to discover exactly
what had happened to their relatives during the Second World War.

That’s why I’m here too, along with my wife and a cousin. Both of my
parents were born in the region, and both were here when the Nazis occu-
pied the area in 1941. In different improbable and miraculous ways, they
both survived the war and emigrated to Canada. But every single other
family member was shot, gassed, beaten or starved to death by the Nazis
and their collaborators. We came here to see what traces of their lives
remained.

It seemed logical to make our first stop the
local museum, right across from the old city hall.
Buczacz is little more than a village, with about
13,000 people. In the early part of the 19th cen-

tury, Jews made up two-thirds of the population. While that number ebbed
and flowed over the years, Jews were still in the majority when the Nazi
occupation began. But that would have been difficult to discern in the
museum.

In all the display cases, and in the colourful photo album that the town
produces, there is no specific mention of a Jewish population. There is
scarcely any reference to the
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father was able to free my mother and me,
and take my sister back with us. We never
made it to Switzerland. We were stopped

by the French police at the border and taken to a place where many Dutch
and Belgium Jews were. We escaped from there. We escaped from place to
place, staying a few months in each place. We were extremely, extremely
fortunate that we were not caught by the Germans.

In 1945, Holland was liberated and we were returned home. But it was
not home any more. Almost none of our family were alive. Almost all of
our friends and neighbors had been deported. My aunt, who had gone into
hiding with her young son and daughter, was told by the family who hid
them they had become afraid of harboring Jews. My aunt, with her son,
found a place with a Jewish family, her daughter with another one. The
Gestapo came and picked up my aunt and her child with the Jewish fami-
ly with whom they stayed. They perished in Sobibor.

The Dutch family that had sent my aunt away regretted their action, and
took my cousin back. She stayed with them until the end of the war. When
my uncle came back and found out what happened, he cried and cried.
Finally his daughter, a young child, asked him: “Daddy, are you not happy
I’m alive?” Her father answered: “Of course I am happy and grateful that
my daughter is alive, but I lost my wife and my son. Each person is irre-
placeable. All the Jews who perished are irreplaceable, and we will nor for-
get them. We shall always remember them and remind the world of the
Holocause, to make sure that it will never happen again.”

Henny Paritzky
(Continued from page 17.)

Return to Ukraine: searching out the Rosner family past

(Continued on page 20. See “Rosner”.)

Cecil Rosner (right) walking with his guide,
Alex, in Buczacz, a town in Western Ukraine,
near where both of Cecil’s parents werer born



Second World War, except for a notation
that the town “was released from
German invaders and captured by the

Soviet Union.”  Wouldn’t a town’s museum want to address what became
of the majority of the population? What happened to thousands of farmers,
shop owners, tailors, tinsmiths, doctors, lawyers and politicians? Doesn’t

the mass roundup and
extermination of most
people in town even
rate a mention?

The only hint of any
Jewish presence came
in the form of arti-
facts from the life of
Shmuel Agnon, a
Jewish writer born in
Buczacz who won the
Nobel Prize for litera-
ture. But the entire
fate of the people
Agnon wrote about
had been erased.

Alex had little luck
getting the museum’s
employee to throw
any light on what the
town was like in the
immediate pre-war
period. She genuinely
seemed not to know.
But there were a few
things I already knew.

My mother, Mina,
had been born here in
1913, and her family
owned a wholesale
distribution company.
They carbonated
water and stored it in
big, forty-litre copper

cylinders, shipping them
along with ice to shops
throughout the area.
When she was 25, she
married my father,
Michael Rosner, who
came from nearby
Kolomaya. In 1939, they
opened a small retail
store on the main town
square, probably within
metres of the present-day
museum.

When the war broke
out in September 1939,
there was a reprieve. The
region came under the
control of the Soviets,
and Jews were under no
immediate threat. All that
changed when Hitler

marched eastward in 1941. My father was conscripted by the retreating
Soviets, and my mother was trapped behind Nazi lines for the remainder of
the war. 

For the next three years, every member of my mother’s family – her par-
ents, five brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles and cousins – were dragged
from their hiding places, bludgeoned or shot, or sent off to be executed.
They were all dumped into unmarked graves. My parents’ first-born child
– my brother – also fell victim, dying at the age of three in 1942. 

My mother’s survival defied any normal odds. She fled from one hiding
place to another, escaping just in time to avoid capture. She spent 11
months in the attic of a Polish family along with five other Jews. She took
an assumed name and boldly convinced the Nazis she was Christian.
Finally, after Buczacz was liberated, she re-united with my father and they
came to Canada to start anew in 1948.

I had been to Buczacz once before, with my mother, in 1990. We came
with a documentary crew to record her first visit back home since the war.
It was an emotional trip and a difficult one for both of us. But we learned
very little of the actual
events that had transpired in
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Rosner
(Continued from page 19.)

(Continued on page 21. See “Rosner”.)

Just by chance, Cecil bumped into someone
named Jura (above) who had read Cecil’s
late mother Minna’s book, “I am a
Witness”. Jura had been able to piece
together details of which parts of Buzcacz
Minna would have known best, and showed
those places (or how they now appeared) to
Cecil.
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the town, or the exact loca-
tions where they hap-
pened. That’s why, nearly
15 years after my mother’s
death, I was returning for a
second time.

I convinced Alex that
our best strategy on this
trip would be to find older
people and ask them what
they knew about the 30s
and 40s. Alex seemed
skeptical. For one thing,
the war had begun more
than 70 years ago, so it
was unlikely there would be any useful first-hand witnesses at hand. And
there was also the collective amnesia that pertained to inconvenient truths.

After all, a segment of the population had actively collaborated with
Hitler. They were instrumental in helping identify and round up the Jews,
the Communists, and all the other elements the Nazis wanted to destroy.
Some might still be living in Buczacz and surrounding areas. Their children
and grandchildren almost certainly are here.

The museum’s employee finally gives us a sliver of hope. There is some-
one in town we should visit – someone who knows the history and might
be able to help us. His name is Mykola.

We drive for a few minutes and stop at Mykola’s house. I am expecting
to find an elderly man who may have been a teenager during the war.
Instead, we come upon a 40-something man in sweatpants and a Maple
Leafs T-shirt. He is clutching a handful of papers and photographs.  One of
them shows a photo of Buczacz’s surviving Jews standing beside a memo-
rial gravestone in 1944. Out of the original population of 10,000, no more
than 100 survived. One of the people in the photo is my mother.

Mykola has taken an interest in wartime history, and now helps visiting
tourists locate family remnants. He has a variety of interesting documents,
including a map of pre-war street names, and a mid-19th century register
of townsfolk.  It turns out that he knows about some of the Jewish families
that lived in Buczacz during the war – a handful of them have returned over
the years, and he has helped them find their old homes and landmarks.

We ask Mykola if he could help solve a puzzle my mother and I couldn’t
figure out on our previous trip. Her family had lived on a street called
Zeblickevicie, which had changed names several times after the war. From
her description, though, we knew it was beside a stream that ran into the
Strypa River, a subsidiary of the Dniester.

We pile into the car along with Mykola and he directs us to the location.
The stream had been covered over, except at the point where it emptied into
the Strypa. Though the original home was no longer there, he shows us the
exact location where my mother’s family had lived. I saw the idyllic sur-
roundings, the lush vegetation around the quiet river, and for the first time
I had an inkling of the peaceful life my mother experienced before the war
changed everything.

While we were all walking along the old Zeblickevicie street, Mykola
bumps into a friend and exchanges a few words with him. As we walk on,
the friend stops my wife, Harriet, and our cousin Nina and says: “Mina
Rosner – I am a Witness.” That is the name of
my mother’s book. Alex is impatient. He had
rich experience of locals trying to pester visi-
tors, and he was eager to move us all along. But
Harriet and Nina persist. It turns out the man on
our chance encounter knows all about my moth-
er’s story, and offers to take us on a tour of
where she lived, where she went to school,
where she hid during the war, and where her
family members were killed. 

Over the next 24 hours, Alex grudgingly
admits he was wrong. Our serendipitous
encounter has linked us up with Jura, a 60-year-
old retired computer technician, astrologist and
local historian. He knows my mother’s exact
birthdate, and, it appears, everyone else’s in
town. He has a photocopied version of my
mother’s book, and he has pieced together her
recollections with precise locations of many of
the events she describes. If photographic memo-
ries actually exist, we figure he has one. He is a
visiting tourist’s dream come true, and Alex has
to take a back seat while Jura takes us on a
remarkable tour of my mother’s life.

The first stop is just around the corner, on a
street that used to be called Chechego Maya. I
remember it from my mother’s stories, but we
could never pinpoint it on our previous trip. Jura
shows us the building where my mother’s sister

and her husband ran a hardware shop. He knows the address because it’s
listed in trade publications of the era. Though my mother’s original house
and her parents’ store no longer existed, I finally had an authentic touch-
stone of some of her family’s life at the time.

Jura takes us to the pre-war building on Kolejowa Street that served as
the cheder, the religious school, where Jewish kids studied. We visit the
girls’ school and middle school where my mother was a student, and walk
into Buczacz’s Sokol the-
atre, where she watched dra-

HappyHappyHappy

Rosner
(Continued from page

(Continued on page 22. See “Rosner”.)

Near where Cecil’s mother once lived: “I
saw the idyllic surroundings, the lush vege-
tation around the quiet river, and for the
first time I had an inkling of the peaceful
life my mother experienced before the war
changed everything.”
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matic performances and movies as a
teenager. A group of children is rehears-
ing a musical concert on stage, and I can

imagine my mother sitting in the auditorium with her brothers and sisters
and friends.

Just down the road, near an orchard, Jura shows us the garden of a long-
ago demolished home where my mother hid during one of the Nazi aktions,
or periodic killing sprees. A bunker had been constructed in the cellar, and

this helped shield her
and other Jews from
capture. The Nazis con-
ducted four major
aktions during their
occupation of Buczacz
before declaring the
town Judenrein, or
completely free of
Jews. But the declara-
tion turned out to be
false. My mother, along

with dozens of others, managed to
survive with the aid of courageous
gentile families who risked their
safety to shelter them.

In the middle of our travels, Jura
pulls out a sheet of typewritten
names – people who had served as
policemen, gendarmes and SS offi-
cers during the war. I recognize
some of the names. Some of the
Nazi war criminals and their col-
laborators have been brought to
justice, but the vast majority
remain undetected and untried for
their crimes.

We go to the Jewish cemetery,
where many of the town’s Jews –
including my mother’s parents –
were taken to be executed. The
place is untended and overgrown, a
jumble of brush and junk, with
headstones in various states of dis-
repair. We find my great-grand-
mother’s grave. It’s significant,
because two plots over my mother
buried her first-born child, Isaac, in

an unmarked plot. I clear away the branches and debris from the group of
headstones in the area to get a better view. I bend down and touch the
ground where the brother I never met is buried. Exactly 70 years later,
someone has come back to this place to remember.

Jura takes me down a path through brambles to a spot where survivors
had erected a memorial to the war’s victims. The place is overgrown with
trees and bushes now, but he says there was nothing here before the war.
The marker no longer survives, and even if it did, it’s unlikely anyone
would be able to find it without an expert guide.

Our next stop is Fedor Hill, another killing ground where thousands per-
ished. It’s difficult to see traces of anything here, but Jura once again guides
us to a marker commemorating the killing of 450 people during the early
days of slaughter in 1941. It had been erected by a survivor’s family well
after the war.

A far more prominent memorial on Fedor Hill is dedicated to the UPA,
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, the military wing of a movement that ini-
tially collaborated with the Nazis in hopes of winning an independent
homeland. In fact, throughout our travels in Western Ukraine, there were
numerous new memorials to Ukrainian nationalist fighters in places where
it might have been logical to place markers noting the victims of the Nazi
era. We saw this on the side of a synagogue in Ivano-Frankivsk, near the
Jewish ghetto entrance in Lvov, and many other places. In my father’s
hometown of Kolomyia, it was a similar story — no mention of Jews or
Nazi victims in the local museum, no remnants of the huge Jewish popula-
tion, and a patriotic memorial to Ukrainian nationalist figures on the site of
a former synagogue.  In the re-written history of today, the UPA and its
related Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists are presented as groups that
fought both Soviets and Nazis; no mention is made of the collaboration in
1941 that led to so much destruction during the war.

Throughout our trip to Ukraine, we were reminded of the upcoming elec-
tion campaign and the ever-present imagery of Ukrainian nationalism,
especially in the Western part of the country. In a land that was exercising
its brand of democratic activity, we had to wonder how thoroughly the
country had come to grips with its recent history. Many countries are
wrestling with related questions, trying to reconcile horrendous events of
the past with a way forward. But as in any process or truth and reconcilia-
tion, there needs to be an initial recognition of what took place. Erasing and
denying the past is rarely the path to building a healthy future.

At the end of our tour in Buczacz, Jura wanted to know the exact date of
my mother’s death. He also was interested in our birthdates and any other
information he could glean from us. In a country that chooses to forget so
much, he was something of an anomaly. 
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“We go to the Jewish cemetery,
where many of the town’s Jews –
including my mother’s parents –
were taken to be executed.”

Cecil’s great-grandmother’s
grave
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By RUTH ASHRAFI 
Manitoba Regional
Director, 
B’nai Brith Canada

B’nai Brith
C a n a d a ’ s
League for

Human Rights (LHR)
has a new national
director: Marvin
Rotrand. After repre-
senting the district of
Snowdon on Montreal
City Council for 39
years, the name of
Montreal’s longest
serving councillor
was not on the ballot
box of the municipal
election last
November. After
such a long and distinguished polit-
ical career, why did Rotrand choose
to move to another full-time posi-
tion rather than opt for a well-
deserved retirement? Recently, I sat
down with Rotrand for an inter-
view. 

RA: From City Hall to the
League for Human Rights instead
of retirement. How did that hap-
pen? 

MR: I felt that there were other
things that I wanted to do in life,
not least of which is to be a grand-
father, plus there is a young gener-
ation that offers a great deal of
potential in municipal politics. I did
not realize that because I was on
almost every TV station in
Montreal saying that, I heard from
B’nai Brith 20 minutes later, “Hey,
we are doing some important work,
fighting hate, building alliances
between ethnicities, to promote tol-
erance and understanding, why
don’t you just continue what you
have been doing but do it in a dif-
ferent way to come and work with
us.” And I was sort of led to believe
that National Director of the LHR
was an important job but would be
less demanding than what I had
been doing. Guess what? It isn’t
less. I do love it, and I am doing the
same type of outreach that I did at
City Hall. One thing I don’t longer
have to do is fill potholes for the
Public Works department. 

RA: What motivated you to go
into politics?

MR: I am a progressive. And as
such I believe in the power of gov-
ernment to do good things in peo-
ple’s lives, and no level of govern-
ment is closer to citizens than
municipal government. People
often don’t realize that. It funds
basic services that everybody takes
for granted, such as firefighting,
public transport, garbage collec-
tion, maintenance of roads and
sidewalks and at the same time pro-
vides cultural recreation and social
services. 

And it is a great way to actually
know the people you represent.

When you are in
Parliament, some
people never get to
see their MP. But the
councillor is some-
one you know and
trust. It is quite possi-
ble for almost every-
body in the district to
know your city coun-
cillor.

A seat on the city
council also gave me
a national podium to
raise issues and cre-
ate change. Some of
the things I did was to
ask Ottawa to ban
transfat, to print
warnings on tobacco
packaging, to lobby

for a law banning smoking in pub-
lic places, and to reach a consensus
among political parties to allot sub-
stantial more funding to public
transport infrastructure. This led to
a boom in public transport in
Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver, and
Winnipeg. In an attempt to foster
better relations between the police
and racialized communities, I
pushed for the creation of the
police ethics commission in
Quebec. Towards the end of my
career, I brought groups together to
work together on incidents of hate
and to build cohesion between
more different ethnicities. We had
about forty groups, Koreans,
Filipinos, other Asians, Black com-
munities, Jewish and Muslim
groups all around the same table. 

RA: That is an impressive list of
accomplishments! How do you
plan to use this dynamic energy in
your new position at the LHR?
What is your vision for the organi-
zation?

MR: The main role of the LHR
at present is to maintain B’nai
Brith’s highly respected tool, the
Audit of Antisemitic Incidents. It
records what happens on the
ground and is also used by govern-
ment agencies at the federal and
provincial levels. It has to be accu-
rate and verifiable.  

B’nai Brith also needs to do
more advocacy. My role is to intro-
duce us to those who may not know
us. Government is where decisions
are made. Legislation is vitally
important in the life of our citizens,
and it is there that we need to get
our message across. I am very
happy that the government of
Canada seems to have heard us
when we wrote to the Foreign
Affairs Minister with our recom-
mendation what Canada should be
saying at the Malmö International
Forum on Holocaust Remembrance
and Combating Antisemitism
which was held on October 13.
Much of what was in our letter of
recommendation was actually part
of the pledge made by Prime
Minister Trudeau on behalf of
Canada. We are delighted. It is
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From City Hall to B’nai Brith
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bold, it is clear, and it
can create positive
change in this country,
not only to combat anti-
semitism but to combat
hate against identifiable
groups.
(Continued on page
24. See “Rotand”.)



“Leizar” 
Reviewed by SANDY HYMAN

“Leizar,” a work of fiction by someone named David Gelerntner, is a
self-published book. It’s a saga that spans five generations, beginning in
Russian occupied Poland in the mid-1800s.

The Poles – and espe-
cially Polish Jews, are
under constant threat
from the Cossacks.
Typically, people of
that era struggled
through life, often in
deep poverty. Women,
especially, dealt with
constant challenges,
including continually
giving birth, raising
their families in pover-
ty, and coping with the
harsh winters. 

The reader is intro-
duced to Yentl who,
like the Barbra
Streisand character,
prefers to study rather
than work in the
kitchen to help raise
the family. Yentl‘s
father, David, a
teacher, is annoyed
with her attitude. 

David’s zon, Zalman,
receives a message
from Dimitri, a Russian
army captain in charge
of the local troop.
Dimitri asks  to meet
with Zalman, which
leaves him in a dilem-
ma. His father argues
against meeting with
the captain, but Zalman
wants to pursue the
meeting because the
captain has promised
that his family will be
safe from Cossack
attacks if he agrees to

meet.
Zalman and his father wonder where the meeting will lead, but Zalman

hopes that the promise of freedom from attacks will come true. It turns out
that Dimitri wants Zalman to tutor his son, Alex, in mathematics.  Zalman
agrees to take on the job. In one scene he uses coloured marbles to teach
the boy about probability - how often will certain colours turn up.

Alex is happy with the lessons and lets his father know how pleased he
is. Dimitri rewards Zalman and the money Zalman earns helps David to
overcome his concerns about working with the captain.

Zalman’s mother and father decide it is time for Zalman to meet some-
one and they use a matchmaker to find a wife for him. The first find is a
woman 10 years older than Solomon. The second is a 17-year-old beauty,
but she has no dowry. Eventually Zalman marries Ryfka.

Around the same time David’s brother Mendel is accused of murdering a
woman who witnessed him stealing a side of beef. The trial is a sham, with
Dimitri presiding. Mendel is shot because of his left-leaning views. Zalman
visits Dimitri, who tells him that the Russians told him either to order
Mendel’s execution or they will murder his wife.

Zalman and Ryfka have many children, including Leizar.
Leizar grows up and leaves for Warsaw to seek work. Upon his arrival in

Warsaw, Leizar is invited for dinner by an Orthodox man. At the dinner
also are Herschel, a widower, and his beautiful daughter, Chaya. At the end
of the evening Herschel offers Leizar a job working in his cigarette facto-
ry. Leizar is a quick learner and produces fine cigarettes.

Chaya shows Leizar around Warsaw, but even though they are obviously
in love his parents are upset because they preferred an arranged marriage.
Because of his progress in producing cigarettes though, Leizar’s future
father-in-law, Herschel, offers to take him into the business.

After Leizar and Chaya wed, Chaya becomes pregnant and soon she and
Leizar have two daughters. They move to London, settle in a home, and
Leizar begins the process of setting up his own factory.  The story of his
life takes the book through both the First and Second World Wars.

Eventually Leizar and Chaya have two sons. Three of the children have
successful marriages themselves, producing several offspring.

This 400+ page book is a worthwhile read. It’s typical historical fiction,
moving through several generations. The characters are well developed.
One warning though: If you’re a stickler for correct grammar there are
errors in this book.

Ed. note: This book was sent to us unsolicited. My wife told Sandy
Hyman, with whom she plays Mah Jong, that I have loads of books which
have been sent to me. Sandy asked to read one of them, so I sent “Leizar”
to her. 

As for where anyone can buy this book, however – I have no idea. There
was nothing that came with it that gave any information about where some-
one could buy it. So, I might just have a very rare collector’s item here
(since Sandy returned the book to me). Still, if anyone else wants to borrow
this book, let me know, and I’ll loan it to you.
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Happy Passover

That pledge is exactly what needed to
be said. The government still has to trans-
late it into concrete action. I am happy

that Irwin Cotler was renominated as Special Envoy on Preserving
Holocaust Remembrance and Combatting Antisemitism but he still did not
get the funding to make his position effective. And the other things that the
government has said, have not transpired yet. I realize that it has only been
a few months since Malmö but having said that, there is work to be done
by the government of Canada and that includes fighting online harm and
eradicating hate on the internet that leads to vandalism and violence. 

Another thing for B’nai Brith to do is educate the public about what their
rights are, when they are the victim of a hate crime or incident. Too many
people do not report that. In 2020, crime in general in Canada declined 5
per cent. Although crime in general was down, hate crimes reported to
police departments mushroomed with 37 percent. That’s highest increase
ever recorded, and Jews are disproportionally represented. We need better
tracking, we need better data by race, ethnicity, creed, so that we know who
is being targeted and what our responses need to be. However, more impor-
tantly than that, we need people to know how to get remedy and redress -
how to approach the police department, the human rights commission, how
to make a civil suit, etc. Too many people just ignore incidents of anti-
semitism. Our job is basically to let them know how to get redress. People
can call our 24/7 Anti-Hate Hotline or, even simpler, report an incident by
using the B’nai Brith Anti-Hate Mobile App, available in the App Store.

RA: In your opinion, what is the reason for this steep increase in hate
crimes? 

MR: The numbers for 2021 will be much worse. There is much false
information and fake news, particularly online, driven by the haters. That
is why it is so important that last June the government of Canada tabled Bill
C-36 regarding hate propaganda and hate crime. Unfortunately, that bill
died on the order paper in August, when the election was called. One of
B’nai Brith’s demands is that we want a successor to Bill C-36 tabled in the
short run. I have written to Justice Minister Lametti to urge him to move in
this direction quickly. 

B’nai Brith is not alone in this but many groups who fight hate feel
exactly the same way, which provides us with a strategic ability to build an
alliance. In fact, in December, we hosted a meeting within Quebec, where
we talked about the government’s Malmö pledge and B’nai Brith’s four-
point plan for implementation. 112 people signed our letter to Prime
Minister Trudeau and Special Envoy Cotler in support of getting the bill in
front of parliament quickly, as well as doing a better job for adopting the
IHRA definition of antisemitism and defunding NGOs that are promoting
antisemitism and supporting terrorism. 

In January, we hosted a nation-wide meeting with over 250 participants,
from federal, provincial, local politicians and members of different ethnic
and religious groups to discuss hate propaganda and hate crime. 

RA: This is an exciting and ambitious agenda.
MR: I don’t expect to get everything done in the first year. However, we

have already been in front of certain government ministries, we’ve talked
to certain provinces, we are backing Irwin Cotler and the government of
Canada for the implementation of the IHRA definition of antisemitism,
we’re urging provinces to do a better job teaching the Holocaust, because
in many places kids graduate from high school and they barely know that
World War II happened, let alone the Holocaust. Knowing so little about
what happened, they are not going to be very well-informed adults, which
makes them more susceptible to fake news and false information,
Holocaust denial and distortion.

People should realize that B’nai Brith does a lot. Far more than it should
be able to do with the current staff. If people really feel that the advocacy
of B’nai Brith is important, they should contribute and allow us to expand
what we are doing. The League for Human Rights needs to grow. We need
more expertise, we need more lawyers, not only to sustain people who may
be victims of antisemitism but also to look at legislation and the position of
human rights and how we can improve that. B’nai Brith is a non-partisan
organization. We are there to work with every party/group to give them the
information they require to do their jobs better. All people need to do is ask. 

Rotand
(Continued from page 23.)

Work of historical fiction spans five generations of a Polish Jewish family
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Yohnatan Elizarov may
well be on the thresh-
old of a dream career.

Fresh from winning his first
Canadian national pairs fig-
ure skating competition –
with partner Ava Kemp – in
Calgary – in the novice divi-
sion, the Israeli-born,
Winnipeg-raised 18-year-old

figure skater says that he would love to have the
opportunity to skate with The Ice Capades or Disney
On Ice – or emulate Garrett Gosselin, one of the chore-
ographers he has worked with, and appear in a skating
show on cruise ships. 

But while those may be potential career options, he
adds that at this early stage he doesn’t want to get
ahead of himself. 

Elizarov,  who lives with his parents. Elena and
German, and younger brothers, Sean, 11, and Jamie, six, has been skating
almost since the family arrived in Winnipeg from Haifa when he was five
years old.  He notes that his mother was passionate about skating – having
skated in her native Russia when she was a kid.  Her family moved to Israel
when she was 14 – bringing an end to her skating dreams. 

(There was only one ice rink in Israel at that time.)
“My mom wanted me to learn to skate,” Elizarov recalls, “and I quickly

came to enjoy it.”
For the first while, the skating lessons were just about skating. Elena

Elizarov notes that most boys -  after they  learn to skate – gravitate to
hockey.  One of the coaches in the CanSkate program, howeve,r
approached her about enrolling Yohnatan in figure skating instead.

You could say that the kid
took to the art like a duck to
water. Four years ago, he quali-
fied for the first time for a
national competition in his age
group – the first Manitoban to
have done so in quite some
time.

To qualify for the Nationals,
he points out, skaters have to
first excel  at provincial sec-
tional competition and then at a
Skate Canada Challenge where
they need to place in the top 18
in Novice/Junior/Senior level
to qualify for the Nationals.
Skate Canada Challenge loca-
tions usually change every year
(although the competition has-
n’t been held in Manitoba in
recent years). Yohnatan com-
peted in Skate Canada
Challenge competitions in
Montreal, Edmonton and, most
recently, in Regina.  In the most
recent national competition,
held earlier this year in Ottawa,
Elizarov finished ninth out of a
field of 18 in the Junior Men
discipline.

Last summer, the young
skater opted  to try pairs skat-
ing.  He says that he had been
considering the idea for a
while. Before connecting with
Ava Kemp, Elizarov had tried
partnering with another girl, but
she had a different coach and
trained in Virden, which made
practices together rather diffi-
cult.  In Ava Kemp, Elizarov
has a partner who lives  in the
same part of the city and now
shares the same coach.

The challenge, Elena
Elizarov adds, is to find the
right partner in terms of relative
size, location and skills level. 

“I was at first hesitant about
working with another person in
my space,” Elizarov admits.  “I

am more comfortable with that now.”
He notes that he and his partner balance each other emo-

tionally as well.  “I alleviate the stress of competing by
calming myself whereas Ava gets more excited,” he
explains.  “We communicate very well.”

Elizarov reports that he puts in about 20 hours a week in
training –  which includes  about 15 hours of on-ice  prac-
tice.  (That is in addition to his university classes in com-
puter science.) “Upper body strength is very important in
pairs for the male skater,” he says. “My upper body
strength is now three to four times stronger than when I
was skating solo.”

In addition to training here at home, Yohnatan and Ava
will be spending the summer training at the Canadian  Ice
Academy in Mississauga. As Elena points out, in
Manitoba there is not a lot of competition for pairs
skaters. 

“If you want to be able to compete with the best, you
have to train with the best,” she says, ‘and the best pairs

skaters are in Ontario and Quebec.”
As fans of figure skating are no doubt aware, what skaters do on ice

becomes a  major production.  Not only does the coach prepare the skaters
for the actual physical skating, but he or she also chooses  the choreogra-
pher,  music and costumes.

Elizarov notes that in his single skating career, he was partial to Michael
Buble’s “Feeling Good”.  His  new singles short  program is “Movement”
by the musician, Hozier. His and Ava’s new pairs short program will be
choreographed by Asher Hill and the music is “Anything You can do” from
the musical  “Annie Get your Gun”. Their pairs free program was choreo-
graphed last year by Garrett Gosselin to “Never Enough” from “The
Greatest Showman”.

Israeli-born Winnipeg teen wins gold at national pairs figure skater competition

By

MYRON LOVE

YOHNATAN ELIZAROV with
his skating partner AVA KEMP

Community news

(Continued on page 26. See “Elizarov”)



By JOHN CRUST

Iwas never a camp counsellor, and I often felt I missed out on something
special. When an opportunity came up to work at a summer camp, an
inner voice told me, Yes! Of course, I have to do things the hard way. I

had to do it in Russian (I do not speak Russian), in Siberia.
They wanted a camp English teacher somewhere near Mongolia, near

China, five nights on the Trans-Siberian Railway from Moscow. Amid the
mystery that embraces Russia, in the shadows of Tolstoy and Lenin, I was
welcomed into a beloved camp community, nestled in a forest that bespoke
the wilds and beauty of Siberia. This was a former Communist youth camp,
which still held an edge and formality from that era, not far from the city
of Chita.

A veil of tranquility laced the landscape, a gallery of green and brown
splendor nature put on display. A song belted out from monster speakers in
front of the dining hall. “I feel nice, you look nice… Hey, where’d you get
that body from?...” The dance moves the kids and the counsellors let loose
– smooth, slick, in sync. 

The kids, flashing T-shirts proclaiming “Create Your Best,” “Normal
People Scare Me,” and “Disobey,” held an urban cool any typical American
or Canadian teenager would carry. A team of music people worked digital
wizardry, pumping out tunes that framed the day. I got an education in con-
temporary music. (I obviously needed to move beyond that ’70s, ’80s, and
’90s comfort zone.) I learned about K-pop and dubstep. I told the kids
about Motown and disco and Neil Young, the rock-star dropout at my high
school in Winnipeg. 

Some campers had a good command of English, but most didn’t. They
cautiously approached. I would sit on a bench, and, like timid puppies, ner-
vous smiles wavering, two or three of them inched up, forcing out a
“Hello.” They were anxious to say more, but couldn’t. Hesitation followed,
smiles prevailing, then a quick “Good-bye.” Gradually, conversations
grew. “How are you?” And the clincher: “What kind of music do you like?” 

It was not unusual to see a boy or a girl scrubbing at the outdoor sinks,
hands splashing in a metal tub, washing clothes. The kid energy was infec-
tious. “Spasiba!!” – thank you!! – punctuated the air. I relished the magic
as bonds grew between the kids and the counsellors. Some of the campers,
shy, distant, began to blossom, revealing their unique colors.

Curiously, a Jewish-Russian woman worked with me at the camp during
the first session. I was, like, there are Jewish people in Siberia? Indeed,
there are. She was at the camp with her two young children. In Chita, a gor-
geous, towering historic synagogue anchored a street, testimony of a solid

J e w i s h
heritage
in this
part of
Russ i a .
A visit to
the syna-
g o g u e
revealed
a proud
a n d
a c t i v e
J e w i s h
commu-
nity. 

During
the sec-
o n d
c a m p

session, two counsellors, Losha and Tola, enlivened the dorm room next to
mine, their room looking more like a hobbit’s lair, cluttered with costumes
and an assortment of props and gadgets to meet any theme. Pirates, fairy
tale characters, fantasy figures. Losha also had his monster pet snail. A loud
anxious shout of a song or some playful chitter-chatter, accompanied by a
merry horde of prancing and shuffling feet, reverberated through the hall of
our sleeping quarters, with Losha leading the pack, his head crowned with
a felt Viking cap. Losha and Tola were the epitome of camp counsellors.

There were some language barriers and cultural differences. A milk and
noodle something was sometimes served for breakfast, which simply did-
n’t work for me (just as a peanut butter and jam sandwich might not appeal
to many people in Russia). One night, just before midnight as I was getting
ready to go to sleep, I learned a staff masquerade party was about to start.
A what? – making sure I wasn’t misunderstanding. Da, da! hurry!

“John,” Irena, the Russian English teacher, observed, “you don’t hug
anyone.” After a lesson or a gathering, some kids wanted a hug. I felt awk-
ward giving a teen-age girl a hug. As I explained to Irena, where I come
from, you’d be suspected of being a molester if you randomly hugged kids,
a sad commentary perhaps on our society. In time, I loosened up in the hug
department.    

Then there was the Russian co-worker who thought I was a spy. For a lit-
tle fun, I wrote a skit about the CIA receiving a top-secret report from their
agent at a camp in Siberia. The kids put on a fantastic performance, don-
ning sunglasses for that perfect CIA look. In the skit, as CIA bosses discuss
the report, they express worry over “aggressive” Russian behaviour – great
soup, great dancers. Russian soup cannot be better than American soup!
they decry. If the Russians want a soup war, we’ll have a soup war! A dance
war, too! 

One day, Irena and I were walking by the river where people went swim-
ming, just down from the camp. Nearby, the counsellors and the kids were
absorbed in a role-play activity. Contrary to what many people think, sum-
mers are Southern California hot, at least in this part of Siberia. The river,
more of a stream than anything else, was enticing, inviting.

“Let’s jump in,” I said.
“In our clothes?” Irena asked, confounded by my strange North American

peculiarities.
I introduced her to a new word, wuss. “Come on,” I said, “don’t be a

wuss.” In we went. We attracted some stares from people stretched out near
the river banks, but we had fun. 

Irena was preparing a few kids to perform the Cranberries’ song “Never
Grow Old.” It’s a song about the “perfect day,” hoping “you’ll never grow
old,” remaining “forever young,” a fitting theme for the camp experience.
Indeed, it was a perfect day. 

It was, if not a perfect summer, certainly a special summer, a summer in
Siberia…      

And now – rockets striking Ukraine puncture and rip an unravelling reel
of memories, memories once pristine as the Siberian landscape. They are
memories from some five years back, yet seemingly so, so distant.
Something has been lost.

“I’m sitting here reading and almost crying… I don’t want this all to hap-
pen,” she wrote. “Russians want no war.” As Russian forces attacked
Ukraine with greater ferocity, I reread the e-mail from my Russian col-
league. “My grandmother is Ukrainian, she has already passed away but
she would never believe this if she was alive.” The note concluded, “The
most vital thing for you and people abroad to know – the majority of
Russian people suffer from the fact that our country became an aggressor.”

I was left to wonder: Were any of those kids, innocent and free, embrac-
ing the fun of summer camp, once dancing exuberantly day and night, now
pushed to go off to war? 
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Elizarov reports that his favourite
moves are the lift and the twist. In the
latter, he throws his partner into the air
as high as he can, where she does a

compete double twist before he catches her.  In the lift, he holds her over
his head while he is skating and she is stretched out in various positions.

“Both the moves are cool,” he says.
As to the judging, he points out that judges have a system in which they

award or subtract points based on such skills as the distance between the
skaters, how high the male skater throws the female, difficulty of the ele-
ments,  and how effortless and easy the dance appears.  

Having won the novice division in pairs, the Winnipeg skating pair are
hoping to be selected to join SkateCanada’s NextGen team with the poten-
tial for international competitions.

Having found success in pairs skating, Elizarov says that he is consider-
ing cutting back on his singles efforts and focusing more on pairs.  “I want
to see where it goes,” he says.  “I am thinking maybe I will skate for a few
more years, then transition into coaching.”

In fact, he is already doing some coaching of younger skaters - one of
whom is his little brother, Jamie.

Or maybe he will get that call from Stars On Ice.   

Elizarov
(Continued from page 25.)



By ORI BELMONT

T
he peripheral view, by all accounts, is quite
bleak and disheartening.  Many historians
and linguists have concluded that Yiddish is

an ‘endangered’ language due to a variety of cir-
cumstances and events, including the slaughter of
millions of Eastern European Jews during the
Shoah.  In addition, many cite the unfortunate
process of excessive assimilation into other cul-
tures as a contributing factor in the declining num-
bers of Yiddish speakers.

According to StatsCan, the number of Yiddish
speaking Canadians has dropped to just 15,205,
approximately 9,000-10,000 of whom reside in
Toronto.  In 1931, there were 150,000 first-lan-
guage Yiddish speakers in the country.

While the global decline of the Yiddish language
is unquestionable, there has been discernible
growth and augmentation in certain locales within
the Diaspora.  

Thankfully, during our journeys, our traditions
have followed us.  From Hasidic Jewry to secular
socialist adherents and labour movements, Yiddish
has maintained a rich body of education, music,
theatre and literature in Toronto.  

The Yiddish Studies program at the
University of Toronto offers several undergradu-
ate courses and an MA program which focuses on
literature, society and culture under the auspices of
the Centre for Jewish Studies, History, and Centre
for Diaspora Studies.  This is supplemented with
two years of Yiddish language instruction.  Other
courses that are available at the University include
‘Methods in Yiddish Studies’ , which examines the
discipline of Yiddish Studies, and the methods of
analysis of historical, literary, sociological and reli-
gious texts in Yiddish; a Jewish Studies ‘Masters’
seminar that utilizes advanced methodology when
comprehending texts, and concepts in the major
aspects of Jewish Studies. 

The curriculum at Bialik Hebrew Day School in
Toronto is  unique, since the students from grades
3 to 8 are required to take Yiddish classes. The
school’s Director of Jewish Studies, Kathy
Friedman, makes it clear that her students express
a cultural curiosity, and that they embrace the
opportunity.  

“We saw it as a source for creating both the
memories and the narrative of who we are as a
Jewish people,” Friedman says. “The children per-
ceive and feel that Yiddish is something that’s a
piece of them.”

This year, Friedman is a leading figure in
revamping Bialik’s curriculum, including its
Yiddish classes.  The new model prioritizes an
incorporation of the Yiddish language into studies
that underscore the inherent value of the arts, such
as modern poetry, music and theatre.  

According to Friedman, modern technology has
had an impact on the increased interest level of her
students in learning Yiddish in a variety of plat-
forms.  The ‘BrainPop’ educational site, which
encompasses the ‘YiddishPop’ program, has sim-
plified learning to the point where not only has it
made studying the language easier for them, but
has made the entire experience far more pleasur-
able.

At the Winchevsky Centre - a secular Jewish
organization in Toronto - Rachel Epstein, the
Executive Director stressed the importance of
introducing social activists of all ages to one anoth-
er.  

“Many of those older people’s histories are root-
ed in Yiddishkeit,” Epstein says. “I think that was
fascinating for young people – they want that his-
tory. There’s a lot of fear of it dying.”

Ultimately, many of Winchevsky’s committed

members have approached her with the idea of
revitalizing the language within its walls, and to
once again offer Yiddish courses.  With opti-
mism and motivation, she is hoping that more
people will express a similar sentiment.

Miles Nadal JCC 
The downtown Toronto Jewish Community

centre offers Yiddish language classes.  Various
levels are studied throughout the year as a part
of their 

The  Ashkenaz Festival
Widely regarded as the preeminent event cel-

ebrating Jewish music and the arts, the
Ashkenaz Festival embraces the past, present
and future of Jewish culture.

The festival is one of the larges celebrations
of Jewish music and culture anywhere in the
world.  The biennial event has taken place
at the spacious Harbourfront Centre
venue since 1995.  Initially, the organiz-
ers sought to emphasize Klezmer and
Yiddish music and culture.  However,
over time, the Festival has morphed into
more of a comprehensive platform featur-
ing more of a broader array
of global Jewish art and culture, with
entertainers hailing from throughout the
Diaspora.  It has included Sephardic,
Mizrachi and Israeli artists and perform-
ers, often including some fairly eccentric
ones. The Ashkenaz Festival is a multi-
faceted and synthesizing gathering for
performers and attendees from all walks
of Jewish life.  

(My dear mother, Anna Mae Belmont -
may she rest in peace - was a former co-
chair of the event.  With fondness and
gratitude, I recall the countless familial
outings to concerts, lectures and book
readings.)

Friends of Yiddish 
Since its inception in 1984, ‘Friends of

Yiddish’ has been recognized and praised
as an organization with the mandate
which underscores the inherent value of
maintaining and  utilizing Ashkenazi cul-
ture and the Yiddish language.

The recurring Yiddish conversation
group is for people of all levels of fluen-
cy.  Its members are warm, congenial and
patient with newcomers, even those who
speak only a ‘bis-
sell’.

‘Friends of
Yiddish’  frequently
sponsors a variety of
artistic and cultural
programs that appeal
to its longstanding
members, from those
who might have only
a fleeting interest or
attachment to
Ashkenazi customs
and traditions,  to
those with more
deep seated levels
of interest. Its pro-
grams are offered in
both Yiddish and
English.

Relying heavily
on its volunteers to
conduct outreach
initiatives and to
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Sheldon A. Minuk
President402- 1 Wesley Avenue

Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 4C6

A division of Minuk Insurance Agency Ltd.

For all your financial needs

(204) 943-7307
(Fax) 957-1536

Toll Free 1-800-214-8359

Happy Passover
to my family,

friends & clients

Fresh - Spirited

Planning a B’nai Mitzvah 
information session with Rabbi Allan Finkel 

for potential b’nai mitzvot, parents, guardians, grand parents 

Sunday  24  April  11:00 am

Join us in person or online as we honour real 
people and hear their voices. 

Yom Hashoa Service 
Friday  29  April  7:30 PM 

Following the seder style Hagaddah, Light from the Darkness, 
a new ritual is introduced for Holocaust Remembrance. 

Journey through one of the darkest chapters in our history,  
to celebrate the light of strength and survival  

of the Jewish people.

For further 
call   204 453 1625   or   email   tshalom1@gmail.com 

Temple Shalom 1077 Grant Ave Winnipeg

Pesach Service with Yizkor 
Friday  22  April  7:30 PM 

‘Taste of Seder’ Oneg to follow.
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Keeping Yiddish alive in Toronto has 
been a major success

(Continued on
page 28. See



develop and showcase distinct and
extraordinary programs, ‘Friends of
Yiddish’ offers monthly programs that
include lectures, films, concerts and

short stories.

The Toronto Jewish Book Fair / Festival
In its previous iteration  the ‘Toronto Jewish Book Fair’ was widely rec-

ognized as one of the most prominent events in the Jewish community,
attracting colossal literary figures from all corners of the globe.

Now known as the “Toronto Jewish Book Festival,” it has managed to
maintain its flair as a Book Fair while also awarding a prize known as the
Helen and Stan Vine Canadian Jewish Book award, which recognizes the
highest caliber of Jewish Literature.

The Toronto
Workmen’s Circle,
or Arbeiter Ring, as
it’s called in Yiddish,
encourages social
and economic dia-
logue and justice and
dates back to well
over 100 years.  It
highlights, and
emphasizes Jewish
culture and the
Yiddish language,
hosting annual lec-
tures, concerts and
member meetings.

Workmen’s Circle
is considered by

many to be backbone
and hub of Yiddish life
in Toronto.  It is one of
the largest providers of
Yiddish language class-
es - for all ages and lev-
els - in the world. 

Many Jewish
Torontonians wistfully
recall their youthful
experiences at Camp
Yungvelt, established
by Workmen’s Circle in
1925.  

Its programming slate
is replete with informa-
tive and revealing
events.  For example,
on Tuesday, April 19th,
the 79th Anniversary of
the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising will be memo-
rialized.   Prose and
poetic readings will be
shared in Yiddish and

English.
Recently, the organi-

zation examined the
lives and paths of sever-
al ‘Klezmorim’, and
how it was that their
musical as well as jazz,
aided them in adapting
to life in the new world.  

The Workmen’s
Circle’s charitable arm -
the Toronto Workmen’s
Circle Foundation -
strives to increase
appreciation for, and the
knowledge of Yiddish
language and Jewish
arts, culture and history.
This is accomplished by
hosting cultural events,
or by funding organiza-
tions with a similar
mandate in order to run
programs that are con-
sistent with the founda-
tion’s mission.

Workmen’s Circle is located at 309-3089 Bathurst Street, in the heart of
the Jewish community.  

Yiddish, its eclectic roots and its standing in today’s world are discussed
over a tasty buffet lunch at the , located in downtown Toronto.   

Monthly visits by guest speakers pay homage to the language, people and
their traditions by providing life story lessons and personal anecdotes or
stories.

The programs are mostly provided in English.  Knowledge of the Yiddish
language not required.

The Toronto Jewish Film Festival sponsors Yiddish films during the
annual film festival, along with Chai Teas.  Its contributors are varied in
genre, style and scope.  This year’s 30th edition runs from June 9 to 15 (in-
theatre), and June 16 to 26 (online).
 
Although it is currently closed for renovations, the Koffler Centre of the

Arts offers up a palatable collection of klezmer music.  ‘Klezmology’
explores the intersection of klezmer music and free improvisation.  The
‘ exhibition at the Koffler Gallery takes an in-depth look at what some con-
sider to be the very foundation of klezmer music -  the convergence of
modern-day secularism with the metaphysical.

Although the usage of, and familiarity with Yiddish and yiddishkeit is not
as extensive and comprehensive as it once was in Toronto, its ubiquitous
renaissance of sorts that an abundance of programs and initiatives embrace
will undoubtedly ensure its continuity for years to come.

Ori Belmont is a freelance writer based in Toronto, Canada.
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Yiddish
(Continued from page 27.)

Season 2 of ‘Russian Doll’ promises
to be even more Jewish

April 5, 2022 (JTA) 
This article first appeared on

Alma.
In a few short weeks, the

excruciating, pandemic-pro-
longed wait will be over: Season
two of “Russian Doll” is finally
dropping on Netflix on April 20,
2022.

According to some new and
exciting teasers, it seems that the
wait will have been well worth it
for Jewish fans.

In a recent profile of Natasha
Lyonne for the New Yorker, reporter Rachel Syme explains that some of
the new “Russian Doll” will include time travel, writing: “Through seven
episodes, parts of which were filmed on location in Budapest, Nadia keeps
barrelling into the past, connecting the dots between her own sense of dis-
location, her mother’s mental-health problems, and her Hungarian grand-
mother’s experience of the Holocaust.”

That’s right — not only will the new season of “Russian Doll” continue
to explore Nadia’s Jewishness, but there’s the very distinct possibility we
will meet her character’s Hungarian, Holocaust-surviving grandmother
whom is based, in part, on Natasha’s real-life maternal grandmother, Ella.

“Lyonne admitted that an earnest exploration of inherited trauma might
not resonate with every fan of ‘Russian Doll’’s jaunty first season,” Syme
added.

Don’t worry, Natasha — we are very here for any and all exploration of
Jewish generational trauma.

Additionally, the New Yorker profile contains so many fascinating,
Jewish tidbits about Lyonne that it’s just easier for us to list them:

1. Lyonne lives in a converted synagogue! Her Manhattan condo occu-
pies space above an active Orthodox congregation.

2. One of the greatest moments of Natasha’s life was being invited to
read “Coney Island Baby” at the 2013 memorial service for Jewish musi-
cal icon Lou Reed.

3. She hangs out with Jewish director Janicza Bravo.
4. During her childhood years in Israel, Natasha once worked as a “ring

girl” at a boxing match in Tel Aviv.
5. Speaking of which, one of Lyonne’s currently unfulfilled professional

goals is to make a movie about the time she spent in Israel. According to
her, it would be like “‘Paper Moon,’ but with Jews.”

6. She described her parents as “rock-and-roll black sheep from conser-
vative Jewish families.”

7. According to Syme, Lyonne treats the production of “Russian Doll”
like a “yeshiva study circle,” handing out a lengthy syllabus to writers.

8. Natasha sprinkles Jewish mysticism into conversations, “speaks in the
rhythms of a Borscht Belt comedian,” and sounds like a rabbi when say-
ing, “ehhhh.”

Natasha Lyonne, 
star of “Russian Doll”



By GERRY POSNER

As most readers will know, life
moves in strange and unex-
pected ways. A  trip to

Winnipeg we took in late March is a
perfect example of this truth. My
wife and I, along with our 13-year-
old grandson, came for a four-day
trip to Winnipeg for a Bat Mitzvah. 

I suppose I ought not have been
surprised when we met a friend of
my son Ari, one Sammy Kohn and
his son Josh at the Toronto airport.
Josh was going to Winnipeg for the
weekend for the same Bat Mitzvah as
we were and also because Sammy was
performing at Club Regent as part of The
Watchmen, a musical group well known across
Canada not that long ago and even today. That
coincidental meeting was the beginning for me of
what would be some meaningful moments. 

We tried to give my grandson some true
Winnipeg history as well as to connect him to his
roots and provide him with vivid and long lasting
memories. We even took it so far as to provide
him with a sense of what his father and grandpar-
ents lived through: real Winnipeg cold. The tem-
peratures dipped to -25 with wind chill. He could
not believe how cold it was compared to Toronto,
where he lives. I kept pointing out to him how
bright the sky was and how he could see the sky
unimpeded by massive buildings, but my efforts
failed in that regard. 

As part of the Bat Mitzvah celebrations, we
were invited to a Shabbat meal on Friday at the
home of friends of Gustavo and Fanny Zentner,
the parents of the Bat Mitzvah girl, Abby Zentner.
Not so surprisingly, we heard a lot of Spanish that
evening since there were many Argentinians pre-
sent. Then, at the Bat Mitzvah at Congregation
Shaarey Zedek, I witnessed a reminder of what
used to be, with people in the pews and a kiddush
luncheon, complete with the sandwiches I grew
up with known as sliders. I loved that. Later in the
evening, we were invited to a party for Abby with
a large group in attendance and at a noise level I
am not accustomed to at all. (Should that be a
shock as I was the second oldest person in the
room?)

When there was a toast to the Bat Mitzvah girl,
I offered up the suggestion, to myself at least, that
there ought to be another toast to the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg for its bold plan and exe-
cution thereof to bring Argentinian immigrants to
Winnipeg some 25 years ago. What was clear to
me was  just how successful that infusion of new
Jews into Winnipeg was. Yes, there were costs
and yes, not all of them stayed. But this group of
people have so well integrated into the communi-
ty that they can state proudly that one of their very
own, Gustavo Zentner, is now President of this
same body, the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg,
the organization which created this entry to
Winnipeg in what seems to me like yesterday. The
Argentinians (now Canadian Winnipeggers) are
giving back and how impressive is that story. 

At the party in the evening, I was made aware
that one of the youngsters present, a  friend of
Abby’s, was a 13-year-old boy who might well
have connections to my family. Somebody point-
ed him out to me and I introduced myself. It then
occurred to me that this was an unusual moment
in time. At this very party, were two descendants
of the same  great-grandfather. Among  the seven
children of Herman Posner were brothers Sam
and Eddie Posner. These boys, Gavriel Tsouluhas-
Posner and Benji Carroll, are the great-grandchil-
dren of Sam and Eddie. They had never met, let
alone even heard of each other. I brought the two
boys together and there they were, both 13, both
tall and each with a full head of hair, neither of
which are characteristics common in the Posner

genes. Now, for those
of you wondering just
how that meeting went,
I will admit that the sig-
nificance of this meet-
ing was lost on both
boys (as in: I suspect it
made not even a dent). I
was the only one aware
and excited over what
this would mean to my
grandfather Herman,
my father Sam and my
uncle Eddie. After 116
years in this country,
here were descendants

of my grandparents and indeed my great-grand-
parents (who also came in 1906), connecting in
ways never contemplated. 

With all of this inner satisfaction, I thought it
was more than coincidental that on this very
weekend, my last surviving aunt, and last of the
14 aunts and uncles, Sylvia Posner, died at age
95. She was the wife of my uncle Eddie. It just
seemed an unlikely time for this to occur given
how long she had lived. I visited my cousin
Cynthia and her daughter Megan to extend my
condolences and, at her home, I was able to put
the two boys together once again. The picture
on this page is of these two boys, joined in fam-
ily history. The whole sequence of events
seemed almost unbelievable to me. 

Now, Sherna and I  were able to take my
grandson Gavriel to various places in Winnipeg
like the Manitoba Museum and the Mint, but
surely his highlight was the Winnipeg Jets game
we attended on
Sunday night against
the Arizona Coyotes.
He had no idea we
were going and it was
only when we stood in
line to get into the
arena did it hit him
that we might well be
going to the game
(won by the Jets 2-1 in
overtime). 

I was quite vocal in
my praise of Winnipeg
and what it had to
offer (potholes not
included in that). I had
the opportunity to
teach him about value,
as in real estate. The
house beside his in
Toronto just sold for
$1,750,000.00. He
knows this home well.
Then in Winnipeg,
Gavriel had the
chance to be in several
homes. I pointed out
to him that, even in
Tuxedo, in some truly
large and beautiful
homes with big lots,
the price of $1,750,
000.00 would be a
stretch. I was trying to
reverse the trend of
those leaving Win-
nipeg  by showing my
grandson what real
value was for the same
money. Well, I may
not be around to see if
that conversation will
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Two of Gerry Posner’s great-
grandsons: Gavriel Tsoulhas-
Posner (left) and  Benji Carroll. 

(Continued on page
31. See “Reflec-
tions”.)



By MYRON LOVE

Regular readers of The Jewish Post & News will no doubt be aware that this writer has been high-
lighting the outstanding achievement of  younger members of our community competing in the
annual Winnipeg Music Festival.  This year, however, I am taking a slightly different approach

with a focus on the other side of the equation – that is, on one of the judges.
Debbie Maslowsky has been a fixture of the musical theatre scene in Winnipeg for almost as long

as I can remember.   Her career started in high school and continued through Rainbow Stage, the
Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre, the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre and much more – including numerous
Yiddish concerts in partnership with her late brother, Jerry.

This year though, was the first time that she was asked to be an adjudicator for the Winnipeg Music
Festival’s musical theatre category and, she confesses, she was blown away by the talent that was on
display.

“It was soul-filling,” she says, “especially after these last couple of years.
I was impressed by the commitment of the young performers. I also have to
credit the accompanists and voice teachers in helping to choose the right
material for the participants.”

Maslowsky herself notes that she has never competed in the Music
Festival.  “Music theatre wasn’t one of the categories when I was growing
up,” she observes.  “And I wasn’t that competitive.”    

She came to the festival this year through a recommendation from  a voice
teacher, she reports, based on experience gained over many years as a
teacher of musical theatre and coach.

“The adjudicators work within specific guidelines, she says.  “We are not
looking necessarily for the best singer, but rather, base our decisions on the
overall performance  including gestures, movement and confidence.”

She points out that songs today are more story-driven than they used to be.
Reflecting that, she points out, the festival organizers this year, for the first
time, separated the musical theatre category into songs written before 1995
and after –with more recent songs conveying a lot more information aimed
at driving the story.

Maslowsky reports that she was overwhelmed by the sheer number of sub-
missions - more than 200 –  all of which were virtual performances. “They
were all wonderful and interesting in different ways,” she says. 

One of those performances that obviously
got her eye was that of  Yale Rayburn-
Vander Hout who scored a first place
standing in the  CLASS 1257C MUSICALS
1965 TO 1999, UP TEMPO, 16 YEARS
AND UNDER category with his interpreta-
tion of  “Mr. Cellophane” from the musical
“Chicago”.

He was also  in the running for the
Rainbow Stage Trophy.

Last year, the 15-year-old son of
Samantha and Peter was runner-up in  in
two categories – Vocal Solo, Musical
Theatre, Up Tempo and Ballad, for males,
16 and under.

The Grade 10 Gray Academy student has
been studying voice with Kelly Robinson for six  years and was scheduled
to appear in Rainbow Stage’s 2020 production of “the Wizard of Oz”, which
was, however, cancelled due to Covid.   He has also taken part in his school’s
musical productions.

“I feel real good about my performance at  the Music Festival this year
and am looking forward to competing again next year,” he says. 

He adds that he is hoping to pursue a career in musical theatre.

Also under consideration for the Rainbow
Stage Trophy this year was Hannah
Schaeffer, who finished first  in CLASS
1207E-14 MUSICALS 2000 TO PRESENT,
UP TEMPO, 14 YEARS AND UNDER cat-
egory  – with a performance of “Watch What
Happens” from the musical “Newsies” - and
was runner up in the CLASS 1207D-14
MUSICALS 1965 TO 1999, BALLAD, 14
YEARS AND UNDER category for “Home”
from “The Wiz”.

This is the fourth year that the older
daughter of Marc Schaeffer and Kai Sasake
has participated. Last year, the then Grade 8
Grant Park Student finished first in the Vocal
Solo, Musical Theatre, Ballad, Girls, 14 and under and was recommended
for the provincial competition.  The year before, she had a second-place fin-
ish as part of a vocal trio.  In 2019, she won gold in the Vocal Solo, TV and
movie musicals at the Girls 12 and under category and scored a first place
finish as part of a trio in the Musical Theatre Grade B level. That year, she
was also the recipient of a Winnipeg Music Festival scholarship. 

“I am looking forward to competing in
next year’s festival, too,” she says.
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Local musical theatre veteran expresses her 
admiration for Winnipeg Music Festival talent

Yale Rayburn-Vander Hout 

Hannah Schaeffer

(Continued on page 31.
See “Music festival”.)



The young singer has been taking
singing lessons for six years and partici-
pates in her school’s musicals.   She is
scheduled to sing the role of Roxie Hart in

the upcoming Grant Park High School production of “Chicago” in April.   

New to the Festival winner’s circle this
year is Zoe Reider, who finished first in the
Class 1692 Vocal Duet, Musical Theatre, 16
years, and who has been singing under
Geoffrey Heal.  The 15-year-old Gray
Academy student says that she feels good
about her – and her partner’s – performance
and is proud to have finished first in her cat-
egory.             

The daughter of Ray Reider has been
studying musical theatre with Brenda
Gorlick at Winnipeg Studio Theatre for the
past six years, at the Theatre Dance Centre
under the direction of Kathleen Henry, and
at Meraki Theatre Productions, which was
founded by Taylor Gregory.   Zoe notes that
she also teaches dance at Meraki.

She notes that she has acted in several Fringe Festival shows.
“My goal is to appear on Broadway,” she says

In the instrumental part of the Festival,
Gregory Hyman once again shone.   The
13-year-old son of Hartley and Rishona
Hyman scored gold twice, playing classi-
cal guitar - Once in the category of
Romantic Composers and a second time
for a piece of his own choosing.

“I am happy to have won again,” says the
Grade 8 St. John’s-Ravenscourt student.
(This was the fifth year in a row that he has
competed in the Festival.) “I enjoy the
challenge of competing in the Festuival.”                                                                                                                                                                   

Gregory has been studying guitar since
he was five and has been taking voice
lessons for the past five years. 

Nor does he restrict his music making

just to the yearly festival.  Two years ago, he launched a career as a musi-
cian, producer and podcaster.  His podcast,  “Talk and Rock with Gregory
Hyman,” now in its third season, features him interviewing various people
in the music business across Canada.  Two years ago the young talent, who
has also taught himself electric and acoustic guitar, and who goes under the
professional name “GMH Rocks”,  released his first album, “Basement”,
on all streaming platforms. He followed that with a single release in
February 2021, and a new album this past February. 
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Wishing you a 

Happy 
Passover

204.487.0013 
tuxconst@mymts.net

Heather  
Stefanson
MLA for Tuxedo 

Happy Passover
From our family to yours, best wishes for 
a Passover filled with peace, prosperity, 

good health and happiness.

Relationships. Respect. Results. pitblado.com

Music festival
(Continued from page 30.)

Zoe Reider

Gregory Hyman

tion will bear fruit. It will take some to
be sure.  

In all, it was, for Sherna and me at least, a joy to be back with Gavriel.
We even played Pickleball on Sunday at the Rady Centre. I have to admit
Gavriel could likely beat me in singles. I will stick to doubles with him.
Perhaps my highlight moments, apart from the two great-grandsons meet-
ing, were the number of times we ran into people who could tell Gavriel
they remembered his dad Rami so well. We do not get that often in
Toronto. 

In all, we were delighted to return.  We will do it again. 

Biggest matzah in Israel displayed 
at President’s Residence

Reflections
(Continued from page 29.)

(April 10, 2022 /
JNS) Israeli President
Isaac Herzog and first
lady Michal Herzog on
Sunday welcomed rep-
resentatives of the fac-
tory that has produced
the biggest matzah in
Israel to the
President’s Residence.

The record-break-
ing matzah is 6
meters long, 106 cen-
timeters wide, 4 mil-
limeters thick and
weighs approximately
6 kilograms, according to a statement from Herzog’s office. The matzah,
with more than 119,000 perforations, was made with 7 kilograms of flour
and 3 liters of water, and took 20 workers three hours to bake.

Its production required custom changes to the production line in order to
suit its gigantic proportions, according to the statement.

“We are very happy to see the longest matzah in Israel and maybe even
the world, as you at your factory celebrate 138 years of matzah-baking,”
said Herzog.

President Isaac Herzog and first lady Michal
Herzog welcoming representatives of the facto-
ry that has produced the biggest matzah in
Israel 



By ORI BELMONT

Hailey Kops, 19 years old, and a Modern Orthodox Jew, hails from West
Orange, New Jersey.  

Kops was raised in a home that emphasized the value of hakaras ha’tov
– gratitude.  She has always maintained appreciation for the freedoms and
lifestyle that are  possible in America, but remains ever thankful to have
been raised by two loving parents - Lisa and Steven - who instilled the
importance of leading a life steeped in Torah values.

This past February Kops, along with her partner, Ukrainian-born Israeli
Evgeni Krasnopolsky, competed in the Pairs Figure Skating competition at
the Winter Olympics held in China. They were two of six athletes repre-
senting Israel at the Olympics.

However, in
Beijing, Kops
a n d
Krasnopolsky
were required
to skate on
the Sabbath.
After consid-
ering the ram-
ifications of
maintaining
adherence to
Orthodox tra-
ditions while
still compet-
ing at the
highest levels

in figure skating, Kops came to the realization that she could both contin-
ue to be a competitive figure skater while still maintaining her religious
observance.

Hailey was introduced to figure skating at the age of three. She was ini-
tially coached by her mother Lisa, who is a former United States Figure
Skating Association gold medalist.

Kops and her mother became citizens of Israel in 2013.  This coincided
with Hailey’s inclusion on to the nascent Israeli junior’s figure-skating
team.  Her attachment to the Jewish state would become even stronger
when she visited  training trips there  that were intended to improve her
skill set.  Each foray into the murky and unpredictable waters of Israel’s
junior’s ice skating program would culminate with her vying for a nation-
al championship.    

Acquiring and harnessing inspiration can be a challenging proposition for
a world-class athlete. After careful consideration and deliberation, Kops,
however, came to the conclusion last year that her competitive skating days
were over upon her return from a gap year of study at a Jerusalem semi-
nary. 

Although Kops had plans in place to attend Touro College’s nursing
school in Manhattan, she pirouetted with glee upon receiving an unexpect-
ed phone call on the day of her return to New York from Israel.  The Israeli
Ice Skating Federation’s president, Boris Chalit, was offering Kops an
opportunity to compete for a position on the Olympic team.  

This was, by all accounts, a fortuitous invitation.  Kops had always felt a
strong connection to Aretz Yisroel.  Chalit’s training camp was based in
Montclair, New Jersey - an ideal location in close proximity to Kops’
hometown. 

In September, and after only three and a half months of an intense and
vigorous training regimen, Kops and her pairs partner Krasnopolsky placed
fifth at an international qualifying event in Obersdorf, Germany.  Her
dream had now become a reality.

The qualifying event happened to coincide with the holiday of Sukkot,
however.  When Hailey’s parents arrived to watch the competition, they did
not come empty-handed. They brought their portable sukkah along with
them, as well as the requisite lulav and etrog.  Lisa made sure to prepare
and bring enough meals for the chag.

As Lisa was saying Tehillim (Psalms), her father Steven was reciting the
“Birkat hakohanim” (Blessing
of the Priests).  Stalwarts
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Sports

From Lox to the Lutz:
The delicate balance between life as an observant Jew and world class figure skater

HAILEY KOPS and her Ukrainian-born Israeli fig-
ure skating partner EVGENI KRASNOPOLSKY



Hailey Kops and Evgeni Krasnopolski
stepped on to the ice and offered an on-
point and majestic performance.  Their

ticket to Beijing was punched.
After a long and arduous journey within the competitive world of figure

skating, Hailey Kops had quietly assumed the mantle of ‘trailblazer’.  She
became the first Orthodox woman to compete for Israel at the Winter
Olympics. 

Kops followed in the footsteps of skeleton athlete and 2018 Pyeongchang
Olympian alumnus Adam Edelman, Israel’s first male Orthodox Winter
Olympian. 

The Israeli delegation was very supportive of Adam back then, ensuring
that as a Torah-observant Jew, he had access to everything that he could
possibly need.  So, too, Hailey had the unwavering support of the entire
Israeli entourage, including that of her teammates, who understood and
respected Kops’ approach and philosophy regarding the Sabbath. 

Due to the rigorous and time-consuming nature of the four year Olympic
cycle, it is exceptionally rare to see a Modern Orthodox athlete vie for a
spot. Competing on Shabbat has the potential to become problematic,
depending on the Halachic authority’s “sheetah” (opinion).  

Evgeni Krasnopolski, 33, had competed in the Olympics on two prior
occasions.  At the age of three, his family moved from Kiev, Ukraine, to
the ice skating and hockey-mad northern Israeli city of Metullah.  Much to
his delight, during the recently held Beijing Olympics, Krasnopolsky was
bestowed the honour of carrying Israel’s flag into Beijing’s cavernous
National Stadium, formerly known as the ‘Bird’s Nest’ at the Opening
Ceremonies on February 4th.

Kops and Krasnopolsky fully appreciate the commitment and skill that
the other possesses.  Kops is particularly grateful to be paired with a skater
of Krasnopolsky’s stature and experience. 

With the stated goal of peaking at the Olympics, Kops and Krasnopolsky
made the difficult decision to pull out of the European championships.
Their daily practice at Codey Arena in Montclair, New Jersey began each
day at 7:15 am.  Their training regimen was gruelling, requiring them to
remain on the ice for nine hours each day.

A great number of Israelis stood behind Kops and Krasnopolsky, as they
did for the four other winter Olympians from that country. Unfortunately,
as it was with all other Olympians this past winter, no family members
were in attendance. 

The pairs competition began on the penultimate day of the 24th Winter
Olympiad, and con-
cluded the evening
before the Olympic
Torch was extin-
guished.  

Kops and
Krasnopolsky skated
to ‘Torn’ by Nathan
Lanier and ‘Heart
Cry’ by Drehz in the
Pairs Short Program.
They incorporated
vision and passion
into the required ele-
ments, and advanced
to the Pairs Free
Skate by finishing in
15th place - the sec-
ond to last position of
qualification.  They
retained their 15th
place standing during
the Pairs Free Skate
final competition, in
which they displayed
a dazzling display of
footwork sequences
and combination
jumps, which they
performed to the rich
and melodious ‘The
Impossible Dream’,
by Josh Groban.

As for her future in
figure skating, Hailey
Kops is undecided.
What we do know is
that retaining a life
steeped in Torah is as
important to her as
competing at the ulti-
mate level in her cho-
sen sport.
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The Curious Nexus of Albert Einstein 
& Franz Kafka: Part Fact / Part Fiction

Part II:  Einstein & Kafka: Some Nexus Links
The following installment contains factual infor-

mation about the continuing connections between
Albert Einstein and Franz Kafka

As seen, Einstein left Prague and the Circle in
July of 1912. But indirectly, he reconnected with
them in 1916. Here’s that story, and more.

After his leaving Prague, Einstein’s position at
the University was filled by the physicist Philipp
Frank. Frank was a theoretical physicist in Vienna
and had written a paper on causality that much
impressed Einstein. (Jumping ahead, briefly: Frank

taught there until the Nazis were on the doorstep of Prague; he and his fam-
ily fled, ending up in the USA and eventually he taught at Harvard
University. In 1947 Frank published the first comprehensive biography of
Einstein, Einstein: His Life and Times. Chapter IV [out of XII] is on the
Prague years, emphasizing its importance to both his personal life and his
scientific endeavours.)

In 1915, Max Brod published in serial form an historical novel on the rela-
tionship between the 17th century astronomers Tycho Brahe and Johannes
Kepler, which took place in Prague, where Tycho was the imperial
astronomer to emperor Rudolf II, and Kepler was Tycho’s assistant. Tycho
had amassed the most detailed data of heavenly motions ever known, and
wanted Kepler to help him decipher it. In 1916 Brod’s book came out as
Tycho Brahe’s Path to God with this dedication: “To my friend Franz Kafka.”
(Kafka had dedicated Contemplation to Max Brod.) 

Einstein read Brod’s novel. Apparently, it was read by a number of scien-
tists at the time. It seems that the book was recommended to Einstein by the
wife of a scientist with whom he corresponded, and her copy was loaned to
him. After reading it, Einstein wrote back to her saying that he “read the book
with great interest. It is certainly entertainingly written by a man who knows
the depth of the human soul.” Einstein also tells her that he met Brod in
Prague, among a group of intellectuals that he described as a “band of
medieval-like unworldly people.” He ends by saying he will return the book
when they meet again. He may have done so, but we also know that later, in
his library, there was a signed copy of the 1931 edition of the novel. 

In Chapter IV of his biography of Einstein, Frank not only mentions the
novel but spends over three pages quoting directly from it. The reason was
that a number of readers who knew Einstein believed that Brod had based his
characterization of Kepler upon Einstein himself. One even said to him:
“This Kepler [in the book] is you.” Unfortunately, we don’t know what
Einstein’s response was. 

Although most historians today dismiss this connection, I find it impossi-
ble to reject entirely, for the simple fact that these contemporaries of Einstein
knew him personally, unlike we today who know him only from his writings
and such. One historian who, like me, takes Brod seriously is Jürgen Neffe.
Like Neffe, I place much value on those who were alive with Einstein.
Perhaps it’s some of the unlikable qualities of Kepler’s personality as depict-
ed in Brod’s novel that bother those today who have idolized (in the denota-
tive meaning of that word) Einstein, and placed him high on a symbolic
pedestal. (Incidentally, on the other hand, Neffe downplays the importance
of the Prague Circle in Einstein’s life, with which I obviously don’t agree.)

In the novel, Brod’s Kepler/Einstein is a distant person, often uncommu-
nicative. Speaking little, but even when opening up, not saying very much.
Ever calm, never showing any overt expressions of emotion. Seemingly at
peace with himself – and happy. But when asked, he emphatically affirms
that he is not happy, never was, and does not want to be happy – a retort that
baffles Tycho. Carrying this further, Kepler/Einstein is portrayed as almost
heartless – cold as ice, and not capable of love. His goal in life – and his only
goal – is to find the truth about the physical world, no matter how far his
ideas depart from the common opinion, or even from common sense. 

In many ways, we can see some element of Einstein’s personality here. He
admitted in old age that he was no saint. He was neither a good husband nor
a good father. One could say he was abusive to his two wives, Mileva and
Elsa, and very distant to his boys. On the other hand, he did have much com-
passion for people as a whole, and exhibited it outwardly (in speaking, writ-
ing, and with monetary assistances) to those who were disadvantaged or mar-
ginalized in society. He worked tirelessly writing letters of support for those
trying to leave Europe, as the Nazi menace was growing. Nonetheless, I
would add to the many portraits we have of Einstein at our disposal, that this
one by Brod is worthy of serious consideration for certain aspects of his per-
sonality. 

Since, regrettably, we don’t know what Einstein’s response was to the idea
that the “Kepler” in Brod’s novel was him, let’s try another approach. In
1930, Einstein was asked to write an essay about Kepler for a German news-
paper, since it was three hundred years since his death. Like many essays on
other scientists that Einstein wrote over his lifetime, this one reveals some-
thing of his present self, as well as the subject at hand. 

It happens right at the start of the essay, for he speaks of “anxious and
uncertain times like ours” – an obvious reference to the rise of Nazism in
Germany – and compares it to Kepler’s world, which lacked a “reign of law”
– an oblique reference to the remaining chaos of outright warfare between
Catholics and
Protestants as a

DAVID R. TOPPER

By

(Continued on page 35. See “Einstein & Kafka”.)



Ihave been corresponding with a friend in
Russia.
This person is opposed to Russia’s illegal and

barbaric invasion of Ukraine, which began
on February 24, 2022.

For this person’s personal safety, I can’t say
how we’ve been communicating. 

My friend does not want to be identified by
name or profession because of the fear of reprisal

from Russian authorities.
That is an existential concern for anyone opposed to the war in Putin’s

Russia as that can now lead to 15 years in prison for even labelling the
invasion “a war.”  

Following are some of my of my friend’s observations and commen-
taries. I have corrected a few of the grammatical and spelling errors, but left
others as they were sent to me:

March 24 - in response to “The Psychology of an Isolated Russia”, an
interview with  Stephen  Kotkin,  a professor of history and international
affairs at Princeton University, and a research scholar at the Hoover
Institution  (The New Yorker):

“ The creature (Putin) is a real maniac and, since he started and then esca-
lated this war, he is the war criminal. He has committed heavy war crime—
the crime against humanity. He is not the one to negotiate with trying to
calm him down to find a compromise. He is to be judged and executed, if
he does not die himself before, or just been killed. He hates Ukraine and
his goal is to destroy  it—to clean the territory from all people who are not
blindly loyal to him, who want to be free and independent.

“Beating him down only to push back within the initial borders of his
Reich, would not be a solution, but would only give him chance to recov-
er and start again after time—him or his successors.”

March 26 — commenting on U.S. President Joe Biden’s speech in
Warsaw, Poland in which he said Putin “cannot remain in power”:

“Right. However, saying is not enough—the free world should take real
effort and actions, if needed—apply power to succeed.

“Pu-spokesman Peskov (Russian government spokesperson) is known
super liar, he never speaks truth, in that case—as always—Putin was not
‘elected’. He was fixed at this position by fraud and forging.

“His complete
removal from the
scene, through the tri-
bunal or any kind of
straight annihilation,
is needed to eliminate
deadly threat to the
civilization, and to
free Russia from fas-
cism.”

March 31— com-
menting on an article
in  The Atlantic,
“How the West Got
Russia’s Military So,
So Wrong.”:

“Yes, that was out-
standing misunder-
standing of the reali-
ty! The worst part of

the story is that at the
very beginning the
West was ready to
give up and betray
Ukraine for the inter-
ests of the aggressor.
In some sense the
monster was grown
with long support and
favour of many west-
ern political leaders,
including those who
were directly cor-

rupt.”
April 1: —

commenting
about a
Russian lan-
guage article:
“ I g o r
Yakovenko,
journalist and
sociologist is
giving very
precise essen-
tial character-

istics. This his stream is titled ‘Dictatorship of television.’ Analysis of what
is going on in this country.

The main conclusion—the creature came in power on war and terror,
stands on war, the war will continue as long as he remains in power.”

Further commentary: “The worst part of the story is that at the beginning
the West was ready to give up and betray Ukraine for the interests of the
aggressor. In some sense the monster (Putin) was grown with long support
and favour of many western political leaders, including those who were
directly corrupt.”

April 2: “It’s outrageous war crime occurring daily on eyes of the whole
world! And the free world leading politicians are helplessly witnessing it
from side, hiding under cover of endlessly declared concerns. Blood of all
victims is splashing on all those who allow this crime to continue.  There
should be responsibility for all who let the creature grow to his current
stage and favoured him for many years, while he continued accumulating
resources for this war.

“There is only one solution for the world to stop this crime and trend of
its spreading— eliminate the creature along with his guards and compan-
ions in undertaking and exporting the criminal dictatorship.

“I think it’s important that people over the world should know what we
people from Russia, the thinking ones, not the zombies, think about this
crime and the creature.”

April 3: After reading an article, ‘No hope for science in Russia’ (The
Guardian April 2, 2022). The article stated that following its publication of
a letter by scientists and science journalists opposing the invasion that was
signed by about 8,000 people, Russia’s ministry of justice declared the pop-
ular Russian science newspaper  “a foreign agent.” They, then, blocked its
website.

“I also think that science in this country does not have a future— maybe
only some scientists, as individuals,” my friend said.

In response to an article on the Reuters website on April 3 which said that
Human Rights Watch is accusing Russian forces of ‘apparent war crimes’
in Ukraine after HRW found “several cases of Russian military forces com-
mitting laws-of-war violations” — including rape, murder, and other vio-
lent acts— in Russian controlled regions:

“All war criminals should be hanged. Find all of them to execute. What
was done in Bucha (where the bound bodies of many murdered civilians
and a mass grave were found by Ukrainian forces after the Russians retreat-
ed M.Z.) is the real nature of Putin and his army. After what they have done
there is no choice and time to delay retribution to the chief butcher, him-
self, and all his criminal executors at all levels of the system.

“Ukraine has a great future, they are a great nation. Whereas PuRussia is
now a grave, no future— deep degradation. 

“There are many good Russian people— who are in opposition to this
criminal regime, of course, but as a nation it is dead, a still walking but
deeply degraded dead. It is not a nation, it is a population, large and
increasing part of which is degraded…. Necrosis is rapidly progressing in
it. Looks like the impact of widely spreading in the population viral infec-
tion that is causing deep degradation of brain functions, human dignity and
morality.”

April 4 and 5: My friend remarked that  Putin and “his band and their
orks should be punished, certain number executed. Exactly like Hitler’s.
Full support to Ukrainians! Glory to Ukraine!”

April 6:  “In increasing number of comments, statements and discus-
sions being released in media and social networks on Putin’s nazi aggres-
sion to Ukraine; and with shock to the whole world from disclosed exorbi-
tant cruelty of the war crimes and crimes against humanity committed by
Putin’s army in Bucha, the question of ‘collective responsibility’ for all
Russian nation is raised.

“There are reasons for that, no doubt—how could the nation accept, elect
and so long tolerate such a monster, even after he made so much harm to
their own country, robbed them all, converted rich on resources country
into a colony, and pushed the major part of the nation to poverty? How
much slavery is there in their minds that the large part of the nation could
be so easily zombie by extremely primitive and obvious Putin’s propagan-
da, how can they be turned to support criminal war that was started by this
quasi-president. He is quasi—because he was not truly elected through free
democratic elections, but usurped the power, and then built his full owner-
ship of the country via frauds and lies.

“Many observers now are blaming Russians for not resisting, not coming
out on streets to protest, not taking actions for pushing him off the power
and bringing to tribunal.  That is true—not enough people have courage to
protest openly and sacrifice their freedom, health, living resources and
even lives for changing the regime and the country—repressions in the
country are too strong and cruel. The regime has grown to totalitarian. But
despite that tens of thousands people were coming out, protesting and
exposing themselves (to arrest). Thousands were prosecuted for that, many
put in prison. Tens of thousands were forced to leave the country to save
their lives and freedom. And repressions are constantly increasing. The
regime is criminal and totally inhumane.

“But, right too is that large proportion of
the nation (is it a true nation, or rather a
population?) is composed by marginal, cul-
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Conversations with a friend in Russia about the war in Ukraine

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

(Continued on page 34.
See “Conversations”.)



consequence of the Reformation. This is a
setup to stage a contrast between the chaos
of external “human affairs” with the “faith

in the existence of natural laws” in Kepler’s (and Einstein’s?) internal (sci-
entific) world. From this belief in the order of nature, Kepler derives the
strength to devote years and years of hard work at deducing the mathemati-
cal laws of the planets, working “entirely on his own.” Filling several pages
that explain in outline how Kepler came to his famous three laws of plane-
tary motion, Einstein ends with what is supposedly the methodological moral
inferred from all this – but which is really his own conclusion that he arrived
at over the previous decade of the 1920s, as he was digesting his own work
on the general theory of relativity and his search for a unified field theory.
The moral was, now imposed upon Kepler; namely, that these laws were not
merely inferred from the astronomical data that Tycho had given him, but had
their ultimate origin in the “inventions of the [human] intellect.” In short, for
both Einstein and Kepler, “the human mind has first to construct forms inde-
pendently, before we can find them in [external] things.”  For the rest of his
life Einstein persistently using the phrase “free inventions of the human intel-
lect” for the ultimate origin of scientific concepts.

Bringing this back to the topic at hand: we almost amusedly see that as
Brod imposed the personality of Einstein upon the historical Kepler; so,
Einstein, in turn, did his own version of it in the little essay – by seeing him-
self in the scientific personality of Kepler. 

But there’s more. Even more directly relevant to the nexus of this story is
the issue of betrayal in the Kepler/Tycho tale, since it brings Kafka (and
Brod) back in – and   in a crucial way.

First, the Kepler/Tycho tale of betrayal. To set the stage for this story, I
need to fill the reader in on some facts about astronomy at the time. In the
17th century when Tycho and Kepler lived, the important work in astronomy
involved the debate around the sun-centred universe theory that Copernicus
put forth in the mid-16th century. Virtually all ideas about the universe in all
cultures in the world up to that time assumed an earth-centred system, based
upon the commonsense fact that we perceive everything (sun, moon, planets,
stars) spinning around us. Occasionally a radical alternative idea was put
forth by an individual, but it never caught on. Not until Copernicus, who
made a good case for a sun-centred universe where the earth, along with the
other planets, circled the sun. Copernicus used an aesthetic argument: with-
out going into any details, he showed that his sun-centred model was mathe-
matically much simpler than the earth-centred one. In turn, his argument con-
vinced a few astronomers, such as Kepler, who was prone to an aesthetic
viewpoint (recall the order in nature idea that Einstein mentioned in his
essay). He also was drawn to it for a theological reason: where else would
God place the sun in the universe but at the centre, since it was the symbol
of this all-powerful and all-knowing Being?  

Tycho knew about this alternate universe, and he too found the aesthetic
argument appealing. But he couldn’t fathom a moving earth. Accordingly, he
put forth a compromise system. It began with the earth placed at the centre
of the sphere of the fixed stars, and with the sun revolving around us; but,
Tycho next put the planets revolving around the sun, hence using this aspect
of Copernicus’s aesthetic argument. So now there were three possible mod-
els of the universe to choose from in the 17th century. 

And this brings us to the betrayal, which has its origin on Tycho’s death
bed. After getting all his effects in order, Tycho beckoned Kepler, telling him
that he had requested that the emperor bestow upon Kepler Tycho’s position
in court when he dies. And as a final word – knowing that Kepler was flirt-
ing with Copernicus’s sun-centred model – he pleaded with him to use his
(Tycho’s) model when interpreting all the astronomical data that will come
with the job. 

Kepler said he would. (Did he have a choice, talking to a dying man?) And

Tycho died. (Incidentally, this episode is the culmination of Brod’s novel on
Tycho and Kepler.) 

So, Kepler got the job. But forthwith, he interpreted the data using a sun-
centred system, ultimately discovering the three laws of motion now named
after him, which Einstein spoke about in his 1930 essay written three hun-
dred years after Kepler
died. 

And so Brod’s novel
is, in the end, a story of
scientific betrayal. And
it was put in a novel
dedicated to his friend
Kafka. Kafka, who put
in his will the directive
to Brod to burn all of his
unpublished writings – a
clearly put directive,
and a request, symboli-
cally at least, coming
from Kafka’s death bed
to Brod. 

And what does Brod
do? He goes on to pub-
lish everything he could
find over the next few
years, starting with the
novel The Trial (1925),
then The Castle (1926),
and Amerika (1927) –
all unfinished. Later he
publishes Kafka’s
Diary, the myriad short
stories, and more.
Worth mentioning is his
Franz Kafka: A
Biography, first pub-
lished in 1937. 

And so, Brod, like
Kepler, ignored the
death bed request. They
both betrayed their
promises. 

Needless to say, today
we forgive each of
them. Without their
betrayals, we wouldn’t
have both Kepler’s
famous laws and
Kafka’s famous writ-
ings – nor even the
over-used term
Kafkaesque. 

And I would not be
writing this part-fact,
part-fiction story of
Einstein and Kafka.

End of installment #5

turally undeveloped, zombie by televi-
sion, mentally and morally degenerated
specimens. (There are deeply rooted his-

torical reasons for that, a long-term negative selection in the country). Just
such creatures are the executers of criminal orders of the criminal authori-
ties. Their massive masses are the reason why protests of normal Russians
cannot be effective and technically drive changes in the country. The army
of marginal zombies, who support the war and status quo, are the wall that
cannot be broken by the efforts and protests of the normal people, who are
in minority, at least not in sufficient numbers.

“The ‘collective guilt’ can be pointed at and shamed, but responsibility is
always personal. And should be practically considered and judged at per-
sonal level. Sanctions against the authority, against the regime, against the
economy on which this political system and its military is based, are justi-
fied. Sanctions should and could be effective as instrument to disable the
regime from carrying on the criminal war and massive terror against other
nations, but only if they are strong enough and implemented timely and
unhesitantly. Sanctions against people, however, should be always person-
al and precisely aimed to be effective. They should not be blindly ‘collec-
tive.’ Otherwise, they would rather impact people who are against regime
and continue resistance from underground; but would leave truly guilty
persons untouched seriously. For instance, that Visa and Master Card
blocked their operations for Russia does not impact marginal masses—
main supporters of the regime—but impact mainly people who are oppos-
ing.

“Putin’s corrupt bureaucracy and all of his servants also can easily sur-
vive ‘collectively aimed sanctions’; they would not survive only if strong

and uncompromised sanctions in full power are aimed personally to each
of them and cover ALL their family members all over the world, regardless
of where they are hiding and carrying their businesses. And at last, ‘com-
munal guilt’ with related to that personal legal responsibility should be
applied not only to the Russian nation, but to ALL Putin political and econ-
omy supporters in any other countries.

“Do Germans who speak about ‘communal guilt’ of all Russians consid-
er guilt of ‘Putin’s friends’— herr Schroeder and frau Angela Merkel?
Putin has grown to the current scale of his criminality with their support
and long favour too,— blood of Ukrainian children, girls, woman and civil-
ian men, who were torched, violated, raped and killed in Bucha are on them
as well. Responsibility should always be personal! ‘Communal responsi-
bility’ is the way to fade and solve in masses real personal responsibility;
this concept may serve as a kind of substitution of effective judgement on
guilty ones by formal pseudo-actions.”

April 8: My friend had this to say about those Russian soldiers (and civil-
ians too) fighting with the Ukrainian military now against Russia’s illegal
invasion:

“During the Second World War (Great Patriotic War in the part of the
Soviet Union battle) Ukrainians and Russians were fighting together
against Hitler’s fascism. Now they are together against Putin’s fascism.  In
fact, it’s not a question of ethnic identity. It’s a question of personal human
quality— self-dignity, intelligence and moral status.”

He also said this about Putin: “He is very grey, not properly educated, not
cultural at all, and not mentally advanced. Mean, cruel and with huge pack
of mental complexities. With sadistic deviations and a pathological coward.
Much evidence for that.”

Wednesday, April 13, 2022, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   35

Locks Keys Safes

942-3703 249 Notre Dame Ave
The Key to Security for 100 Years

Happy Passover

War in Ukraine

Einstein & Kafka
(Continued from page 33.)

Conversations
(Continued from page 33.)



Zgraya website. 
Here are the four areas in

which Zgraya is involved:
Providing humanitarian aid
to the hardest-hit areas; sup-
plying hospitals with hot
meals and trying to contact
international organizations
to access medical equip-
ment; supplying civilians
with medications, meal kits,
and transportation – and
helping Ukrainians who
have moved to Kyiv to find
places to live; and helping to
supply the military with
clothing, ballistic protection, medicine, and
hot meals. (The Zgraya website – zgraya-
help.com has more detailed information.)
Later on, Alexander added that Zgraya is now
involved in evacuating Ukrainians from areas
that have been liberated from Russian con-
trol. (More about this later.)

Insofar as obtaining medicines goes,
Alexander explained that it’s not simply a
matter of finding drugs in whatever drug-
stores might be open. “People have no money
for buying it,” he says, “and a lot of drug-
stores that are open, they doesn’t have special
drugs that people need.”

“But,” he added, “we are finding it, we are
buying it.” Alexander went on to note that
there are about 15 people in the group who
are doctors who are devoting themselves

exclusively to “helping
people with what they
need” in terms of medi-
cinal requirements. If
certain drugs are not
attainable, then the doc-
tors will try to find suit-
able substitutes, he said,
but for so many people,
having the money to pay
for drugs is simply
impossible. Zgraya pro-
vides the medicines at
no cost, but clearly the
group is desperate for out-
side donations in order to
keep going.

“We have a large volun-
teer group that can deliver
medicines and food,”
Alexander said, because
“a lot of people can’t even
go from their home to go
to the store. It was a prob-
lem even before the war,”
he added.

Buying food is also a
challenge, but the biggest
financial problem for
Zgraya, Alexander noted,
is paying for the evacua-
tions of civilians from
areas near Kyiv that were
hit hard by the invading
Russian forces – but that
have now been abandoned
by the  Russians.

“One evacuation will be
for 120 people,” he
explained, but it costs in
the neighbourhood of
“7,000 Euros” (approx.
$9600 Cdn.) for one evac-
uation. 

“When we are going to a city (or town) we are
delivering food, we are delivering drugs…and
we are bringing back 120 people, but every day
we receive requests for around 300 people – it’s
mothers, it’s children, it’s old people who need
to be evacuated.

“Every day Zgraya spends something like
16,000 Euros. You need to understand we don’t
have big donations from anyone. Most of our
donations are from just regular people who are
trying to help us.”

I asked Alexander whether he’s married.
“No, I’m not,” he answered. “I have a girl-

friend and of course, I was worried about her  –
maybe she don’t want to hear it. I was trying to
force her to move to Lviv once the war started.
She has the possibility. She has family in
Prague, but she doesn’t want to go.”

I said to Alexander that I would do whatever I
could to raise awareness of Zgraya  - whether it
was through our newspaper, our website, or our
Facebook page. I told him to keep in touch.

Later, after we had finished our conversation,
Alexander sent me a message, asking that if any-
one does want to make a donation through the
group’s website zgraya-help.com, please send
the money through Paypal, if possible. “Paypal
is the fastest and greatest way,” he wrote. “Now
every day is count.”
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Zgraya
(Continued from page 8.)

A screenshot taken from the Zgraya website - zgraya-help.com

A screenshot from the Zgraya website explaining
what Zgraya does

A screenshot from the Zgraya website explaining
what Zgraya does
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Yiddish page/music

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

 

 

Yiddish explanation
Yiddish writers came to Israel after 1948 just to find
that the new Jewish state does not like Yiddish.Israel’s
anti-diasporic agenda did not stop Yiddish literature,
theatre, and newspapers to flourish. Holocaust sur-
vivors wouldnt and couldnt foreget where they came
from.Today Yiddish is the language of Jewish memory
reminding Israelis what it means to be Jewish. Happy
Passover!

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 -

2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com
On April 17th hear Gerry Posner’s interview with Dr.

Solly Dreman, Professor Emeritus - Ben Gurion
University. The Yiddish segment will celebrate
Passover.  On April 24th, Rochelle Zucker will com-
memerate Yom HaShoah. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 

Maroon 5 adds second spring concert in Tel
Aviv, says they are ‘so excited’ to visit Israel

(April 8, 2022 / JNS)
American pop band
Maroon 5 has added a
second concert in Tel
Aviv this spring after
quickly selling out their
Israel debut in
Hayarkon Park on May
9, lead singer Adam
Levine said in a video
posted on the band’s
Instagram page.

The second show,
part of the band’s world
tour, will be held on
May 10, also at the
park.

“We’re adding a second night because of the incred-
ible response from you guys,” Levine, who is Jewish,
said in an Instagram video on Tuesday. He added: “Tel
Aviv, we f**king love you, we are so pumped. We’ve
never been, and we are just so excited to get down
there finally.”

The Grammy-winning band has never performed in
Israel before and will be arriving there following their
first show in Abu Dhabi on May 6.

The band’s May 9 concert in Tel Aviv, promoted by
Live Nation, will be the first major concert at Park
Hayarkon from an international artist since the start of
the coronavirus pandemic.

Ezra Furman’s new song is inspired by her
experience ‘as a Jew and as a trans woman’

April 4, 2022 (JTA) — Ezra Furman’s latest song
title, “Book Of Our Names,” might sound familiar —
that’s because the indie rocker’s newest song is
inspired by the Hebrew title for the Bible’s Book of
Exodus.

Furman said the track, released Monday, is “a protest
song intended for use by any movement for collective
survival and freedom.” In a statement, she said she
sings it “as a Jew and as a trans woman.”

“This song is about what it feels like to live together
under an empire that doesn’t value your lives,” said
Furman, who revealed last year that she had become a
mother and a rabbinical student.

In the verses, Furman sings, “I want there to be a
book of our names. … I want it to tell of our exile here
/ In a cruel machinery, our bodies between the gears /
And our world back home just the ghost of a prayer /
And I want us to read it aloud.”

Furman, 35, has released five full well received solo
rock albums while observing Shabbat and has written
previous songs with Jewish themes and references. In
2016 — before coming out as trans — she released a
song titled “The Refugee,” about her Jewish grandfa-
ther who fled the Nazis.

After releasing her latest album in 2019, Furman
contributed music to the Netflix hit series “Sex
Education.”

Maroon 5 is led by nice
Jewish boy Adam Levine
(not to be confused with
the Adam Levene who
chaired the CJA campaign
here)



Response to Irwin Corobow’s March 30 2022 JP&N Letter
Responding to Bill Narvey’s March 16 JP&N Letter 

Irwin Corobow and I don’t know each other.  
Corobow, in his March 2 JP&N letter, expressed strong disagreement

with Myron Love’s views in his February JP&N article regarding the
Trucker Freedom convoy, his own opposition to the truckers and from
there, he proceeded to defame Conservative MP Marty Morantz and vilify
the Conservative party as being right wing for its support of the truckers.
Corobow obviously ardently supports Trudeau/Liberal party.

Corobow again wrote for the March 30 JP&N edition, responding to my
March 16, 2022 JP&N letter.  Corobow went further in accusing the
Conservative party of not just being right wing, but of its “apparent move
to the extreme right wing of the political spectrum and its appeal to
racists and white supremacists.” Hurling such unsubstantiated heinous
accusations against the Conservative party/conservatives/the right is so
typical of the angry rhetoric of the radical left.  

By making such vile unsupported bald faced accusations, Corobow
undermines his own credibility.

Corobow also wrote to express his “utter disgust” with me by purport-
ing to quote my views, saying “Mr. Narvey suggests that the appearance
of swastikas and Nazi flags amongst some of the convoy participants
represents a legitimate way to accuse Justin Trudeau of acting like a
fascist rular akin to Hitler.” He goes on to say: “Mr. Narvey is adopt-
ing the tactics of Vladimir Putin” and concludes that my words are “tan-
tamount to condoning hate crimes.” 

I never said “a
legitimate way to
accuse Trudeau and
clearly did not mean
what Corobow pejo-
ratively characterizes
my statements as
meaning.  Corobow’s
baseless conclusion
that my remarks are
“tantamount to con-
doning hate crimes”
is beyond the pale.  

By so attacking me,
Corobow has resorted
to not only misquot-
ing me, but has taken
my words and views
out of context in order
to distort what I was
saying.  That is intel-
lectually dishonest.  

Intellectual dishon-
esty is another well
known unscrupulous
tactic in the left’s
arsenal of ways to
a t t a c k
conse rva t ives / t he
right and any others
whose views rankle
their left wing sensi-
bilities.

Bill Narvey
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Eight Winnipeggers to participate either as athletes or coaches 
at upcoming Maccabiah Games in Israel in July 

The 21st Maccabiah Games, which bring Jewish athletes together in
Israel from all around the world, are scheduled to take place in Tel Aviv
(and adjoining areas) this coming July (from July 12-26).

Eight Winnipeggers are scheduled to attend, either as coaches or athletes.
We were given the names of seven of the individuals who will be attend-

ing. (The eighth individual has so far not given administrators of
Macchabiah Canada permission to release his or her name to us.)

Following is the list of individuals scheduled to attend:
Zachary Baron, coach, under 16 tennis, male & female
Alan Greenberg, coach, male hockey
Naomi Kirshenblatt, coach, swimming, male & female
Sam Lazareck, athlete, Masters hockey
David Nepon, coach, under 16 boys’ basketball
Michael Stoller, athlete, Masters hockey
Ariel Tsaiger, athlete, both under 16 & under 18 boys’ basketball

In future issues we will have more information about some of the indi-
viduals who will be attending the Maccabiah Games.



Wednesday, April 13, 2022, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   39

My grand-
daughter and I
were having an
intimate con-
v e r s a t i o n .
She’s tiny and
ten, with sun-
kissed brown

hair that matches her hazel eyes.
She’s a serious child who sometimes
seems unapproachable, until you
tickle her imagination. Then she
becomes alert and perky like a morn-
ing glory at dawn.

Sabina is planning my future and I
am all ears. “Have you sent away any
of your stories?” she asks.  I sigh and
tell her it’s hard to get anyone inter-
ested if you aren’t famous. I feel a
little guilty as I haven’t tried very
hard. It’s more fun to write than to
do the research, follow the publish-
er’s guidelines and send away the
paperwork. Beside, postage can be
costly.

“If you’re famous,” I go on,
“They get an editor to fix up your
work and then you don’t have a problem.”  I had read a book by Madonna
a few years back, and although it was a glitzy publication, with fancy illus-
trations, the storyline wasn’t anywhere as good as mine. I confess that I‘m
leaning in another direction. ”I’m drawing now,” I say.

Did I mention that when Sabina’s imagination kicks in, she gets all
sparkly and pinpoints of light shoot from her eyes like silver daggers. She
seems excited now. “I know,” she quivers, “Paint a lot of pictures, put
them in a show and you’ll get famous.” She pauses for breath, “Then
you’ll be able to publish all your stories!”

I have about 14 children’s books stacked up with four more story ideas
waiting offstage. But lately I’ve become discouraged. I haven’t been able
to do much writing. It seems such a lot of work mailing out the manu-
scripts and waiting for the rejection slips to come winging back. But I sup-
pose it’s like buying a lottery ticket. If you don’t do it, you can never win.

Listening to her plans, I glow. Just when I thought my life was spiraling
downward, this tiny mite is injecting new energy into my veins. While I’m
planning the demise of my hopes and dreams, she is creating a bright and
colorful future. Why, I can even see myself in a starring role at McNally
Robinson bookstore, crammed with an enthusiastic audience clamoring for
my books. It’s time to move over, Miriam Toews.

Filled with resolve, I rush home. It’s time to pull up my socks, girdle or
whatever—and plunge forth with determination. In the front yard I break
off a branch loaded with leaves
and berries and snip off a gerani-
um stem from a decorative pot at
the back door. Then I go hunting
for a vase. Luckily I had picked
up a set of brushes and paints the
other day.

I place the object of interest in
front of me and proceed. Two
hours fly by and I only stop
because hubby is growling for
his supper. The next day I con-
tinue and the day after that.
When I am satisfied, I call a halt.

Is it a masterpiece worthy of
adulation? I hope so. The impor-
tant thing, however, is that I
have something to show for my
long indolent summer.As for the
future, I am on the first rung of
the ladder that leads to fame.
Instead of looking backwards,
this writer is moving solidly
towards a goal.

Becoming famous shouldn’t
be that hard. So many people are
achieving it these days – or so it
seems.  In any case,  I believe
it’s my turn now to win the lot-
tery

Humour

Chag Pesach 
kasher vesame’ach

2200-201 Portage Ave
Winnipeg, Manitoba | R3B 3L3
204.949.1312 | tmlawyers.com

Wishing all our friends 
and clients happiness, 
peace and prosperity 
this Passover.

While I was planning a break from writing,
my grandaughter was planning my future

Sabina, Freda’s granddaughter,
suggested that all she needed to
do was “paint a lot of pictures, put
them in a show, and you’ll get
famous.”

“Is it a masterpiece worthy of
adulation? I hope so.”

By

FREDA GLOW
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All the Jewish Major League Baeball 
players we’ll see in 2022

April 7, 2022](JTA) — After two pandemic-altered seasons, a three-
month lockout and a truncated free agent frenzy, the 2022 Major League
Baseball season has finally arrived.

For Jewish fans of America’s Pastime, there is plenty to look forward to
this season, from Atlanta Braves ace Max Fried starting on Opening Day to
the fashionable Joc Pederson playing for reigning National League Manager
of the Year Gabe Kapler.

Here is a full rundown of what Jewish fans can look for in 2022, starting
with the Jewish players on Opening Day rosters.

Max Fried, Atlanta Braves pitcher: Fried is the ace of the defending cham-
pions. He is coming off a 2021 season in which he won his second consec-
utive Gold Glove award, given to the league’s best defensive pitcher, and his
first Silver Slugger award for best hitting pitcher — he will likely be the last
to ever win that award as a pitcher, as a universal designated hitter will be
introduced this season. Fried also pitched his Braves to a World Series win.

Alex Bregman, Houston Astros third baseman: Staying healthy is at the
top of this slugger’s to-do list in 2022. Bregman played in only 91 games for
Houston last year, but he will look to return to form this season — a form
that included back-to-back top-five finishes in the American League Most
Valuable Player races, in 2018 and 2019, when he hit 31 and 41 home runs,
respectively.

Joc Pederson, San Francisco Giants outfielder: The Giants are hoping
Pederson’s World Series streak continues in 2022 — the flashy outfielder
won rings the last two years, for the Dodgers and then the Braves. Pederson
will now be playing for Jewish manager Gabe Kapler, who won the National
League’s top manager award last year after guiding the Giants to a historic
107-win season.

Rowdy Tellez, Milwaukee Brewers first baseman and designated hitter:
Tellez is entering his first full season in Milwaukee after being traded by
Toronto last July. The lefty has some pop — he hit 21 homers in 2019 —
and will look to find a groove in his third full season in the big leagues.

Dean Kremer, Baltimore Orioles pitcher: The first Israeli to sign a MLB
contract, the young righthander is starting the season with the club in
Baltimore. He only has 17 big-league games under his belt with an earned-
run average near 7 — the league leaders hover around 2.5-3 — so Kremer
will have to prove himself to keep his spot with the team.

Richard Bleier, Miami Marlins pitcher: Entering his seventh season,
Bleier has proven to be a solid relief pitcher, sporting a career 2.96 ERA.
The soon-to-be 35-year old signed a two-year extension with Miami during
spring training. 

Scott Effross, Chicago Cubs pitcher: Effross made his Major League debut
last season, and made his first Opening Day roster for the Cubs this season.
The 28-year-old righty had a strong spring.

Eli Morgan, Cleveland Guardians pitcher: Morgan is another young
reliever who made his debut in 2021, starting 18 games for Cleveland after
his call-up in May. Morgan will begin 2022 in the Guardians bullpen.

Garrett Stubbs, Philadelphia Phillies catcher: After appearing in the World
Series with Houston last season, Stubbs has moved over to Philly to become
the backup to one of the game’s better catchers, J.T. Realmuto. 

There are also several Jewish players who will look to crack into the big
leagues this season — including some familiar faces.

Kevin Pillar, Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder: Pillar has bounced around
the league a bit since his debut in 2013. After playing for the Mets last year,
the outfielder signed a minor league contract with L.A. He’s a proven vet-
eran and should see time this year — somewhere — as a fourth outfielder.

Ryan Sherriff, Philadelphia Phillies pitcher: Sherriff is beginning the sea-
son on the injured list, but is expected to be in the Philadelphia bullpen once
he returns from his left biceps tendinitis.

Ty Kelly, Los Angeles Dodgers utility: A former Team Israel fan favorite,
Kelly is the ultimate journeyman — he has played all over the minor
leagues, independent ball and in Israel, and even briefly retired. He signed a
minor league deal with the Dodgers.

Ryan Lavarnway, Detroit Tigers catcher: Another Team Israel alum,
Lavarnway signed a minor league contract with Detroit. He has not
appeared in more than 10 big league games in a season since 2015.

Jake Kalish, Los Angeles Angels pitcher: The 30-year-old pitcher has yet
to make his major league debut despite a long career in the minors. He is
starting the season in Triple A with the Salt Lake Bees.

Zack Weiss, Los Angeles Angels pitcher: Weiss made his debut with
Cincinnati in 2018 but hasn’t broken out of the minor leagues since. 

Andy Yerzy, Arizona Diamondbacks catcher and first baseman: The 23-
year-old Canadian was drafted in 2018 and has been playing in mostly low-
level minors. He’s shown some power, with 21 home runs in 94 games last
year.

Rob Kaminsky, free agent pitcher: The former first round pick hasn’t
appeared in a game since 2020.

Finally, there is a special prospect to keep an eye on: Jacob Steinmetz. 
The first Orthodox Jew drafted into Major League Baseball, Steinmetz is

the No. 25 ranked prospect in the Diamondbacks organization, and has had
an impressive spring. He is likely years away from the big leagues, but it’s
worth keeping an eye on his development.

And it wouldn’t be a Jewish baseball preview without Sandy Koufax. The
legendary pitcher will have his own statue unveiled at Dodger Stadium this
summer.


