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Marcus Spiegel’s writing
career continuing to blossom

Last June we had a
story about Marcus
Spiegel, a young
writer originally
from Winnipeg
whose parents are
Esther and Jeff
Spiegel, and whose
in-laws are Neta and
Yair Bourlas. At the
time Marcus had just
had one of his short stories published in the very
prestigious “Pushcart Book of Short Stories.”

The story, which is titled “A Tale of Two
Trolls” was first published in the Santa Monica
Review, which is a national literary journal spon-
sored by Santa Monica College.

As we noted in that June article, Marcus’s story
tells the story of two misfits named Yuri and
Winch, who are both college dropouts. They have
a YouTube show and podcast, and they purport to
be “alt-right” activists, but their primary ambition
in the story is to exact retribution on a former
professor of Yuri’s by the name of Baendorf. It’s
all quite mindless – and hilarious, especially
when Winch dresses up as a frog wielding a
samurai sword as he prepares to attack Professor
Baendorf.

After talking recently
with Marcus’s mother
Esther, we asked her

We received an email
from Jack London about
his grandson, Miles
Guralnick. Jack wrote:
“Miles hails from
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
His parents are Michael
and Rebecca Guralnick.
Miles is the grandson of
Sam and the late Sharon
Guralnick and his wife
Rebecca is daughter to
Belva and me.

“Miles just graduated
with Highest Distinction
from the U of T Rotman
School of Management,
but has decided to pursue a career in  Medicine. He is in Israel for ten
months participating in a research group at Hadassah Hospital studying the
effects of psychotropic drugs on mice and concurrently studying some
Talmud!”

Jack also sent the following information about a fundraising effort in
which Miles is involved (The information is directly from Miles’ website):

Hi, my name is Miles Guralnick! I have been living in Jerusalem for a
gap year for almost four months so far. Running has been a fantastic way
for me to explore the city—and a great excuse to eat a lot of falafel! Since
December, I have been training for something big...

On March 17, I am running the Jerusalem Marathon in honor of Tikvah
for Parkinson, an organization that offers extensive in-person and online
programming for patients with Parkinson’s, including exercise classes, sup-
port groups, and lectures. As a volunteer, I assist in weekly boxing classes
that strengthen participants both physically and mentally. It is always a
highlight of my week!  

My family has been personally affected by Parkinson’s, so it makes me
happy to see how Tikvah for Parkinson is able to help patients regain their
livelihood.

To finish this race, I need your help! I am fundraising for Tikvah for

Parkinson to ensure that they can continue to provide an inclusive commu-
nity for anyone with Parkinson’s. I am looking for at least 26 donors who
are willing to sponsor a mile of my run. Obviously, more contributions are
welcome, but the first 26 will get a special shout-out! After donating,
please fill out the Donation Info Form to specify whether you would like to
dedicate your donation to someone else.

 
See you at the finish!
 Miles Guralnick

If you would like to donate to Miles, go to
https://milesforparkinsons.wixsite.com/marathon
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Adam Buchwald sets
local speed skating record

One of six finalists for Jewish
Athlete of the Year in 2022, 17-year-
old Adam Buchwald continues to
excel in his chosen sport, speed skat-
ing.

Recently, on January 14, Adam set
a record at the Susan Auch Oval in
Winnipeg which had lasted for 30
years when, for the first time in his
career, he raced 10,000 metres - in a
time of 16:00:719, which beat the
previous record, set in 1993, of
16:07:20.

According to Adam’s mother,
Tracy Leipsic, Adam “was so
happy to have crushed that goal!
He was asking his coaches for
almost 2 years to race the 10,000.
but the athletes have to be prepared
properly for that distance.”

In an update received from Tracy,
she reported that Adam had also

excelled at the Canada Winter Games in Prince
Edward Island. Adam finished fifth in the 5,000
metre race and his team finished fourth in the
Team Pursuit.

Congratulations to Adam, who’s sure to be
nominated once again for Jewish Athlete of the
Year, with the winner set to be announced at this
year’s Ken Kronson Sports Dinner, to be held on
Monday, June 19.

Adam Buchwald finished fifth in
the 5,000 m. speed skating com-
petiion at the Canada Games
after recently setting a track
record at the Susan Auch Oval in
10,000 m. - the first time he had
ever gone that distance.

Miles Guralnick raising money for Parkinson’s research in Israel

Miles Guralnick (centre) with
friends in Jerusalem

(Continued on page 3. 
See “Marcus Spiegel.”)
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Sarah Secter go-to expert for all art-related matters
By MYRON LOVE 

When Dov Secter proposed to Sarah Allentuck 16
years ago at the Winnipeg Art gallery, he could-
n’t have chosen a more appropriate venue.  That

is because Sarah Secter’s life and career have been
immersed in the world of art.

And although the Secters are partners in both life and
business – Sarah manages the business side of Secter
Architecture + Design, including marketing and financial
matters – over the past 12 years, she has quietly estab-
lished her own Secter Art Consulting as the go-to address
in Winnipeg for all matters art-related.

“There is no other art consultant in Winnipeg that
offers the range of services that I can provide,” she points
out. 

The professionally trained appraiser and member of the
International Society of Appraisers – the largest profes-
sional appraisal association in North America – works
with a growing number of domestic and corporate
clients. She appraises art for insurance purposes, for
example, charitable donations and estates.  The main
focus of her practice however, is sourcing and brokering
art for her varied clients.

Among her larger recent assignments was sourcing the artwork for the
walls of the law firm Taylor McCaffrey’s new suite of offices – a project
that involved over 80 pieces of art.

Another challenging project was the major renovations to the old
Norwood Hotel in St. Boniface in 2019.  “I worked closely with the design
and rebranding team to ensure that the art pieces fit their budget and brand
identity – with a strong focus on Manitoba artists,” she reports.  “It was a
great collection that we put together and we received positive feedback
from a lot of people who have seen it.”

That positive feedback includes a testimonial from Norwood Hotel CEO
Ben Sparrow stating that the family’s “partnership with Sarah was a huge
success. “She helped repurpose old mural and carvings – as well as select
new and old art and commissioned pieces,” he continued.  “She managed
the install of all of our art throughout our 10,000 square foot space.”

Secter notes that she is currently working on an appraisal of a 400-year-
old painting from the court of the British King Charles II.   “As part of that
assignment,” she says, “I researched its provenance and the biography of
the subject in the portrait. I also worked with a conservator to view the
painting under an ultraviolet light to determine the extent of restoration the
painting has had over the past few centuries.”

While Secter notes that she has had an interest in
art from a young age –  she does have a BA from the
University of Winnipeg in Art History,  pursuing a
career as an art consultant was not on her radar early
on. She did work for a short time for the Mayberry
Gallery in Winnipeg as well as an art gallery in
Toronto.  She also had a career as a teacher for seven
years prior to devoting herself full time to the art
business

“Initially, I didn’t think it was possible to earn a
living in Winnipeg as an art consultant,” she recalls.
“I started by advising family and friends and busi-
ness grew from there entirely by word of mouth.”

With each client, she notes, she has to determine
their needs, their budget, their taste in art and what
their purpose is in collecting whether for decoration
or amassing a collection – after which she will pro-
pose the different options.

For smaller assignments, she notes, she can work
alone. For more complex installations, she says, she
has a crew she can call on for help.

As to what clients are looking for these days, she
reports that – not only in Winnipeg but across the country collectors are
asking for more artwork by BIPOC, Indigenous, women and minority
artists that represent the growingly diverse population that is today’s
Canada.

In her work and life, Secter points out, she has conflicting demands on
her time.  In addition to her Secter Art Consulting there are her Secter
Architecture responsibilities and two daughters whose needs have to be
attended to.

“It is a challenge,” she says.  “I try to set reasonable expectations for my
clients.”

And, despite the demands of family and work, Secter finds time for vol-
unteer activities.  Her zaida, the late Ben Raber, her mother, Sharon
Allentuck, and her aunts, Elaine Goldstine (who is soon retiring as Jewish
Federation CEO) and Marilyn Raber, have been positive role models for
her.  She recalls that, from a young age, she was helping with the annual
CJA campaign and, for a time, she was involved with the International
Council of Jewish Women – an organization in which her mother and aunts
had leadership roles.

Currently,  Secter is a board member of  the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada. As well, she is co-chair of the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue’s Housing and Building Committee as our community’s largest
and oldest congregation is in the process of a major expansion.

SARAH SECTER

whether Marcus has published anything of
interest since we wrote that article in
June? We asked specifically whether
Marcus had finished writing a piece about

wrestling which, when we spoke with him last year, he said he was work-
ing on. Esther said that Marcus has indeed been busy and suggested we get
in touch with him to find out what he’s been up to.

Here’s what Marcus wrote back after we asked him how his writing
career has been going:

Hi Bernie, 

Hope you’re doing well. Thanks for your interest again. So, yes, I have
continued making some progress since we last talked. I’ll just clarify that I
don’t have a full book out yet, but my wrestling piece, which is published
in a book or journal alongside work from other writers appeared a couple
months ago, and that is the piece from Boulevard, which publishes out of
St. Louis, Missouri. The piece is called “The Inferno on Prime Time:
Reflections on Vince McMahon and the WWE” and is available for print
or online (though you need a digital subscription). Anyway, if you’d like to
check it out a link can be found on my website (marcusspiegel.com), which
will also give you a summary of my forthcoming publications. There are
three others upcoming that I’ll mention here. 

The first is a nonfiction piece that is set to come out in March at
Sycamore Review from Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana. This
piece is called “The Inglorious Beatitude of the Mall Cop.” I think of it as
a kind of suburban picaresque. It recounts my misadventures as a mall
security guard while I lived in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Mostly, as you will see
in the piece, if you read it, I spent little time reprimanding troublemakers
in the mall and more time trying to sneak off and pursue my literary edu-
cation. But I also became addicted to Scratch and Win lotto cards for a peri-
od. 

The second is also a nonfiction piece, entitled “Portrait of a Flat Earther,”
that is supposed to come out in the late spring from Pembroke Magazine
out of the University of North Carolina. This piece recounts how an old
friend of mine, a Winnipegger who I’d become estranged from, reemerged
into my life in recent years, as a dialogue sparring partner on the telephone.
Even though we shared many of the same ideas as youths, I discovered that
my old friend had deviated drastically since I’d last spoken with him. He’d
become Far Right, and had become absorbed in various conspiracy theo-
ries, the most absurd of these being Flat Earthism. This little piece of comic
and psychological memoir concerns my attempts to reason him out of Flat
Earthism and when that plan fails, to try to figure what could be attracting
him to his strange beliefs in the first place. 

Lastly, Santa Monica Review, where my Pushcart Prize winning story, “A
Tale of Two Trolls” first appeared, will be publishing a new piece of fiction
called “The Corporate Jester” though not until the fall, or perhaps in spring
of 2024. This short story involves the Californian television mogul Wayne
Vortman’s attempt to keep producing a reality game show during the pan-
demic. In order to do this, he enlists his three sons and daughter, as well as
servants into the cast. His daughter, though, not exactly pleased about her
father’s dedication to creating lurid forms of spectacle, disobeys, prompt-
ing a weird family initiative to draft her into the Vortman army, as it were.
All of this leads up to a surreal dialogue at four a.m. at one of the Vortman
mansion’s jacuzzis between daughter and Dad. 

On the writing side, I’m continuing to split my time between short fiction
and nonfiction. Some of my nonfiction has involved me traveling to
Pennsylvania and Arizona for research. Recent themes of my writing have
dealt with the metaverse, country music, internet dating apps, historical
anachronism societies, scuba diving, and an organization that seeks to pre-
pare its members for the afterlife. 

Thanks again for your interest at the Jewish Post. 
Best wishes to you and your family, 

Marcus Spiegel 

Marcus Spiegel
(Contnued from page 2.)



For the past two weeks I had been in Mexico
- in a town called Ajijic, which seems to be
a home for aging Canadian and American

hippies seeking spiritual renewal. While there, in
addition to navigating the worst streets I’d ever
driven  in my life, I kept to my usual routine of
working on the paper. 

It’s quite amazing how you can produce an
entire newspaper from anywhere in the world

where you have a decent internet connection. 
The day we landed in Mexico, Monday, February 6, however, was the

same day a devastating earthquake hit Turkey and Iraq. It wasn’t long after
the first rescue teams began to arrive in Turkey from various countries that
an Israeli team also made its way to Turkey.

Gerry Posner forwarded me a fascinating email while I was in Mexico
which contained a first-hand account written by an Israeli by the name of
Omry Avny about his experience as a part of the Israeli rescue operation in
Turkey. I told Gerry that I would try to fit it into this week’s issue - not only
because it’s a riveting account of the typical expertise and bravery that
Israelis have long been famous for bringing to bear in disaster scenes any-
where they may happen, but because the results of the most recent Israeli
election in November have left so many of us in despair over the direction
in which Israel is headed that I thought it might remind us that Israelis are
still capable of extraordinary exemplary behaviour - even if the current gov-
ernment there demonstrates exactly the opposite.

So,  reading how Israelis continue to display the kind of unparalleled
excellence in so many areas that continues to amaze us serves as a reminder
that, while Israel may be headed toward becoming a right-wing theocracy,
if we can put aside our collective disgust at that thought, we will continue
to look upon so much of Israel with the deepest admiration.

Here then, is the account of the Israeli rescue team that Gerry Posner had
sent me:

Last Monday, my friend Omry Avny, had left his 9-month-pregnant wife
and his 1.5yo girl to join the Israeli rescue team to Turkey to save as many
lives as they can after the earthquake. Yesterday, just before he left Turkey
to go back to his family, he sent this message to his family and friends-

Hi!
It’s the first time, since Monday when we joined the delegation, that I

have had time to process a little and write something that is a little beyond
“everything is fine”.

Our team just got back from a shift helping the locals with restoration and
rehabilitation (ASR5), dismantling the remains of buildings with heavy
equipment and sending bodies for burial.

I stayed behind at the camp to pack up, as well as to take a small oppor-
tunity for self care and some time de-stress.

I’ll start by saying, that I mainly wanted to update and strengthen you, that
you can be proud of our country.

In general, I don’t tend to make such statements, I don’t believe in them.
But I do want you to know that the Israeli delegation is undoubtedly, the
best rescue expedition in the world.

The aid that Israel provides to Turkey is the essence of who we are as
Israelis.

So, how do I define “best” in such a complex and un-measurable situa-
tion?

I met teams from all over the
world here - Turks of course
(commando, rescue, etc.),
French, South Americans,
Azerbaijanis (who sent the
largest delegation; we are the
second largest), Russians,
Dutch, Hungarians (who trav-
eled here in vehicles from
Hungary) and many more. All
of them consist of amazing
people, hardworking and with
very professional knowledge
and equipment.

We, as Israelis, bring with us
a holistic-creative, critical and
calculated thinking that, com-
bined with being so mission
oriented, leads to amazing
results in the field. Results, for
me, are not the numbers (19
people rescued alive so far),
but mainly the strength we
give to the locals, who were
here before us and will remain
here after us. 

We are working on rescuing a live person we found, in tunnels we dug,
after hours of hard work. As soon as we feel we are about to finally get the
person out, almost without words, we pass the baton and the final rescue
efforts to the local teams. We want them to go out with the rescued person
and we want the applause and press photos to reach them. At this time we
stand aside, dusty, and with eyes teary from emotion. We stand quietly mon-
itoring that everything is really all right, fully aware of the safety of the
local teams, without them even noticing. This is an example of holistic
thinking - here, we have a way to give strength to a community that is just
beginning its journey in dealing with such a horrific crisis and loss. We
jump at this opportunity, and do so with great sensitivity.

We see how, as time goes by, the IDF uniforms on the streets have become
like a symbol of light and hope in the eyes of the community and the local
teams. The rumors about the “miracles” that the Israelis perform make
waves in the city, and little by little, we turn from “suspects” in their eyes,
to their “brothers”. When we run to bring equipment to rescue a person we
hear from under the rubble, the roads are immediately cleared for us by hun-
dreds of people, and every request is answered in no time.

I will dwell on this point a little. Imagine you are a local rescuer. Let’s say
any senior firefighters, men or women of a rescue unit or other profession-
al unit. You identify a living person trapped under the ruins, and it is clear
to everyone that it is a race against the clock. Then someone foreign arrives,
with no equipment, at least at first, and with an IDF uniform (Add to that,
that this is a Muslim population and I don’t need to expand on public opin-
ion here regarding Israel), and this stranger asks if you need help or even
asks you to move a little so he can see what’s going on.

What would you do? I’ll leave you with that thought for a moment.

My job as a “population person”, is to reliably extract and summarize
huge amounts of information as quickly as possible and pass the informa-
tion to the rescue teams in order for them to make intelligence-based deci-
sions regarding possible rescue action plans. Any seemingly insignificant
detail can suddenly have critical importance.

The first team that arrives at the site is a team leader, an engineer, a doc-
tor and a local resident. So I usually stand with my back to the team that
starts formulating a rescue plan, and I have to find out how many and who
are potentially trapped, what the structure looked like before the collapse,
where exactly we stand in relation to the structure before the collapse and
dozens of other possible questions that can help the rescue. For example:
Who lives in the apartment next door? Where is the stairwell? What did the
apartment look like? Did anyone successfully rescue themselves immedi-
ately after the earthquake? What information do we have from them? At the
same time, I need to connect the local team with us and our team with them
as well. We are here to help in whatever way we can, but the locals are the
“owners of this place”.

In every rescue here, about 200 people stand over us - locals, families,
policemen and others, standing in relative silence and watching. Someone
or rather several people, know the answers to all of our questions. You just
need to know how to get the information out of them.

I might write later with some rescue stories to explain how it all works. 

We have reached the point where the local teams from each site also want
an Israeli team to work alongside them and we have even gained the trust
of the local community.

Even then we come very modestly with a clear message that we are their
helpers and not there in their place.

We finished working for more than 48 hours straight, in shifts, on build-
ing number 19, where we rescued 4 people alive from the same family.

We didn’t make it in time for Layla, the mother of 9-year-old Rotaban
who was rescued. Although we usually focus our efforts on living people,
we decided to save her body because we felt it would be the right thing for
them and for us to have a closure and save the whole family.

While the local team finished the rescue process, the family’s relatives
and the local team asked us to return to the site and asked us to line up. At
this point the whole family passed in front of us one by one, shook our
hands with a warm look in their eyes that said it all. 

Families who lost their dearest wanted to hug us with gratitude, saying
that they will remember us for the rest of their lives. Turkish citizens walked
around the streets wrapped in Israeli flags. On media reviews on local net-
works, I came across sentences like: “We were raised to hate Israel, but now
you are our brothers”.

For us, success, beyond saving people’s lives, who each of them is like a
whole world, is the little light we have shone in the apocalypse here in
Turkey.

That’s it, tonight we start packing, tomorrow the rescue teams will start to
head back home. The logistic teams and the Israeli hospital will come later.

So with all the complexities in Israel, and out of the chaos here, we are
sending back some light and one more reason for Israeli pride.

See you soon, 
Omry
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Editorial/comment

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN



The “sta-
tus quo” is
a Latin
p h r a s e
which basi-
cally means
“let’s leave
things the
way they
h a v e

always been” – “let’s not change
anything”.

A good friend of mine sent me a
copy of an essay by one Clifford
May, writing about the “status quo”
on the Temple Mount and the seem-
ingly over the top reaction world-
wide to a walkabout on the afore-
mentioned Temple Mount by Itamar
Ben Gvir, Israel’s new Minister of
National Security, in early January –
an issue I touched on in an earlier
column. 

To recap, as May noted, at 7 AM
the morning of Jan. 3rd, Ben Gvir
entered the compound, walked
around for 13 minutes, and then qui-
etly departed. He did not approach –
much less enter – the al-Aqsa
Mosque, which is on the south end of
the plaza.

Afterwards, he said that, in his official capacity as National Security
Minister, he will ensure that Muslims and Christians, as well as Jews, are
free to visit the site.

Sounds reasonable, doesn’t it?
“He (Ben Gvir) is an Israeli, a Jew, and an official in a democratically

elected government that has sovereignty over the Temple Mount/Haram al
Sharif,” May pointed out.

So, what does this visit by an Israeli Jew who also happens to be a rep-
resentative of the new government from what is being described as “a far
right party” have to do with the “status quo” on the Mount Temple?

Does this mean that other Jews are allowed to visit the Temple Mount but
not Ben Gvir because of his political views?  Since when is a religious site
off-limits to an individual with the “wrong political views”?

Is that not discrimination?
And, what does it mean to be “far right” in the Israeli sense...  that the

new Israeli government of which Ben Gvir is a senior member is going to
disenfranchise Israel’s roughly 2 million Arab citizens?... herd them into
concentration camps?... expel them?  You would have  to be a real con-
spiracy theorist to believe something like that about Israel, which is today
one of the freest and most democratic countries in the world?

But, returning to the gist of the matter that May brings up - what exactly
is the “status quo” concerning the Temple Mount.? 

May is the founder and president of an organization called the
Foundation for Democracy as well as a columnist for the Washington
Times. As he noted in his opinion piece shortly after Ben Gvir’s walkabout:
“If you read about this brouhaha in most media, you probably saw appeals
to ‘preserve the historic status quo’ with little or no explanation of what that
means. I’ll tell you.”

After the flag of the British Empire in Jerusalem was lowered for the last
time in 1948, he noted, Israelis declared their independence. They were
immediately attacked by surrounding Arab nations.

Jordanian forces conquered and occupied East Jerusalem, from which
they  expelled all Jews and forbade all Jews – of any nationality, from wor-
shipping on the holy hilltop. They also destroyed or desecrated Jewish reli-
gious sites.

Discrimination clearly - right? Did any country object? Of course not.

In the defensive Six-Day War of 1967, Israelis drove Jordanians out of
East Jerusalem. But, as a conciliatory gesture, Israeli leaders agreed that a
waqf, a Jordanian-controlled entity, would have religious authority over the
compound, while Israelis would maintain security, keeping the holy sites
open to all – though only Muslims would be allowed to pray there.

This status quo remains but there is debate among Israelis about the pro-
hibition on prayer by non-Muslims. “In free countries, debate is not unusu-
al,” May observed. “The countries attacking Israel – rhetorically and/or
kinetically –choose to ignore this fact.”

May asks readers to imagine if Palestinians, Jordanians, and others said:
“Only Muslims are permitted on Haram al-Sharif, from which Muhammad
ascended to Heaven and the third holiest site for Muslims.

“In fact,” he noted, “that is exactly what many Palestinians, Jordanians,
and others are saying, and the ‘international community’ is outraged – but

at Israelis for not accepting rules intended only for Jews.
“When walking becomes storming based solely on the

nationality, race, ethnicity and/or religion of the individual
putting one foot in front of another, shouldn’t there be objec-
tions from members of the international community who say
they oppose discrimination?

“Antisemitism,” he continued “is a mutating virus. Most
Israelis have concluded that the modern variant cannot be
treated – much less cured – by making additional conces-
sions to those who despise them along with those in the inter-
national community’ who aid and abet such hatred.

“If you’re looking for a succinct explanation of why
Israelis elected a right-wing coalition, there you have it.”

Object to Myron Love’s
“Islamophobic rantings”

Ed. note: The following letter from Harold Shuster came in
response to an email I had sent him in which I said I would-
n’t print a much longer letter Harold had sent re the current
government of Israel. Not only was that letter too long to
print as a letter, I also said to Harold, since he was no longer
a subscriber to the paper, that my policy is not to print let-
ters from non-subscribers unless they might add pertinent
information to something that had already appeared in the

paper. 

In response Harold wrote:
“My position on subscribing to the JP&N hasn’t changed and as long as

you are providing space for Myron Love to spout his blatant Palestine
racism and Islamophobic rantings I will not be supporting the paper.

“I do however pick up free copies anytime I see them at the Rady. I am
sure the 2 Haaretz articles in the last edition sent some of your more stri-
dent “unapologetic Zionist” into apoplectic shock. I will admit to be pleas-
antly surprised to see those articles but let’s be clear on what Israeli Jews
are demonstrating against. They are decrying the erosion of the democrat-
ic principles that have only ever been made available to them as Jewish cit-
izens of Israel. For the 20% of the Israeli population that is not Jewish, or
for the millions of Palestinians living under illegal blockades in Gaza or
occupation in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, Israel has never been a
democracy. You can’t even bring a Palestinian flag to any of the demon-
strations forcing one protester to bring a sign that read in Hebrew, Palestine
flag.”

Thanks,
Harold (Shuster)
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Preserving the “status quo” on the Temple Mount and Itamar Ben Gvir

By

MYRON LOVE

Itamar Ben Gvir 
According to Wikipeida, “In 1995, a few

weeks before the assassination of Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, Ben-Gvir came to pub-
lic attention for the first time when he appeared
on television brandishing a Cadillac hood orna-
ment that had been stolen from Rabin's car and
declared: ‘We got to his car, and we'll get to him
too.’

“He carried out a series of far-right activities
that have resulted in dozens of indictments. In a
November 2015 interview, he claimed to have
been indicted 53 times. In most cases, the
charges were thrown out of court. In 2007, how-
ever, he was convicted for incitement to
racism.”

LETTERS

UJPO has been commemorating the
Holocaust since 1945

Hello Bernie
Read your Feb. 1st “Short Takes” column with interest.  Just wanted you

to be aware that since April ‘45 United Jewish Peoples Order (UJPO) have
been honouring the heroes of the uprising of the Warsaw Ghetto with pub-
lic gatherings. Our commitment to remembering history and learning from
it as a guide to our decisions today has always been a hallmark of UJPO’s
activism

Dora Rosenbaum

Ed. note: Dora’s
point is in reference
to a review of
Holocaust commem-
oration events which
appeared in our Feb.
1 issue. The article
listed major events
that have taken place
in Winnipeg over the
years to commemo-
rate the Hohocaust. It
was taken from a
Jewish Heritage
Centre article on its
website. 
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Advice/books

Online dating: Should I swipe right or left?

A
ccording to Statista’s Digital Market
Outlook, online dating services are
expected to have reached 413 million

active users worldwide by the end of 2022.  $3.7
billion in revenue will be generated globally
through paid subscriptions. Today, top online
dating sites and matchmaking services use com-
plex algorithms to match millions of users
together from a sea of prospective candidates.

However, only a small percentage of dating sites
and app users find true relationship success.  Only 13% of users have got-
ten engaged or married from meeting someone online, meaning that most
people who use these platforms do not end up finding love. There are
around 1,500 online dating sites and applications worldwide.  Many of
them are highly specialized.  While some focus on interracial dating, oth-
ers serve niches like highly-religious, non-binary, hook-ups, serious rela-
tionships, etc. When asked whether online dating platforms made them feel
‘frustrated or ‘hopeful, 45% reported that it made them feel frustrated, 28%
answered that it made them feel hopeful and 27% said that it neither made
them feel hopeful nor frustrated.

How safe is online dating?
Although more and more people are turning to online dating to find love,

the risk to one’s safety can be quite high, especially when meeting up alone
with total strangers.   There are inherent dangers when meeting someone
who you don’t know or have very little knowledge about, since it is easy
for someone to easily set up totally fake or misleading accounts.  Therefore,
when meeting someone for the first time, make sure that you meet during
the day in a public space, where you can easily get away if necessary. 

I’ve always believed that whether you meet someone online, in a church,
synagogue, mosque or health club, you still need to go through an in-depth
assessment process, using my Never Make a Mistake in Love Again 10-
step formula, based on my research and book, “For Better for Worse
Forever:  Discover the Path to Lasting Love,” in order to find out who
someone is and is not.  My research found that this assessment process
takes approximately one year to complete.  However, if you find that the
minuses outweigh the pluses, don’t ignore the ‘red flags’.  Give yourself
permission to exit your relationship ASAP.

Who are the online dating users? (Pew Research Center)
While usage of online dating sites is generally the same for different

races and genders, the LGBT community has far more users than any sec-
tion of the population.  And interestingly, it is this section of the population
that has the greatest number of successful relationships.  Over 20% of their
relationships that began online went on to end in marriage or at least
become a committed long-term relationship. The biggest users when it
comes to age range, are those in their twenties.  Almost 20% of them have
found themselves in a committed relationship or even marriage as a result
of online dating. Almost 40% of all men have used online dating as a way
to find a partner, as compared to 27% of women.  Even though the idea of
sitting at your computer and swiping right or left has never been your ‘cup
of tea’, are you willing to be open to exploring the possibility of finding
love online?

What about personal matchmaking services?
Consumer Affairs says that matchmaking services can cost between

$5,000 and $50,000 per year. In New York City, there are a number of
upscale matchmakers.  If you are considering a matchmaker, make sure that
you do your homework and come prepared with lots of questions before
signing a contract. Ideally, it would be great if you could speak with a cou-
ple of people who have already worked with your prospective matchmak-
er.

Susan and Jason
Susan is a 52 year-old divorced, single parent.  Several months ago, she

arrived at one of our sessions and told me that she was ready to begin to
date and made the decision to  to join a couple of online dating sites.  She
spent several hours every day  looking for her on-line love and recently told
me that she thinks that she may have found her perfect match. Susan and
Jason had been Zooming, texting and sexting for almost 6 months, but had
yet to meet.  Since they both live in East Hampton, I was surprised that they
hadn’t made a date to meet in person and encouraged Susan to do so as
soon as possible.

The big day finally arrived. They decided to meet at Nick and Tony’s- a
fashionable local restaurant for dinner.  The next day I received a phone
call from Susan who told me that the date was a disaster.  She was devas-
tated. They had little to talk about and after just an hour their fantasy date
came to an end.

Lessons to be learned
Since the majority of my single patients are looking for love online, I

encourage people to meet in person after a few conversations, if they feel
that there may be a real life connection.  Better to know sooner than later,
whether there is a possibility for a relationship, rather than spend weeks or

months living in a fantasy world. 

How much time are people spending on their devices?
The average American spends 7-10 hours looking at a screen each day.

Most people check their phones 58 times a day-30 of those times are dur-
ing work hours.  Teens spend up to 9 hours every day on their phones or
devices. There are obvious advantages of staying ‘connected’- but our
devices can also be communicating a strong ‘stay away from me’ message,
especially when you’re out in public. Think of how many missed opportu-
nities you may have had to meet someone because your head was buried in
your phone!  Be open to meeting people in a variety of venues!

Beatty Cohan, MSW, LCSW, AASECT is a nationally recognized psy-
chotherapist, sex therapist, author of “For Better for Worse Forever:
Discover the Path to Lasting Love,” national speaker, national radio and
television expert guest and host of the weekly ASK BEATTY SHOW on the
Progressive Radio Network.  She has a private practice in New York City
and East Hampton. Beatty would love to hear from you.  You can send your
questions and comments to BeattyCohan.msw@gmail.com. .  For more
information go to BeattyCohan.com 

BEATTY COHAN

By

ADVICE

Book Review: “The Matchmaker’s Gift”
By BERNIE BELLAN

Given the subject matter of Beatty
Cohan’s column in this issue - online
dating, I thought it appropriate to write
about a book I recently finished read-
ing, titled “The Matchmaker’s Gift,” by
Lynda Cohen Loigman, which was
released last fall.

Now, ordinarily, I think it’s fair to pre-
sume that a title like that would engen-
der more interest among women than
men and, to be honest, I can’t remember
why it is that I chose to download this
particular book on to my Kindle a cou-
ple of months ago. Whatever the reason,
I quite enjoyed reading “The
Matchmaker’s Gift.” It was only after I
had finished reading it, however - and
after I had read the author’s notes, that I
discovered I had also read the very first book Cohen Loigman had written,
titled “The Two-Family House,” which was published in 2016.

That book had been chosen for what was then known as “The People of
the Book Club” at the Rady JCC by the late Sharon Freed, who was the
facilitator for that club. But, why would I write that I would think a book
about matchmaking would be of particular interest to women? Maybe it’s
because we tend to associate the profession of matchmaking with “Yenta
the Matchmaker” from “Fiddler on the Roof,” more than anything else.

But, as I discovered during the course of reading “The Matchmaker’s
Gift,” at least in New York in the early part of the 20th century, match-
making as a profession within the Jewish community was reserved for
men. In fact, that  becomes one of the principal themes of the book, as we
are introduced to a character by the name of Sara Glikman, who discovers,
unbeknownst to her, that she has a rare and secret talent whereby she is
able to determine a perfect match between two total strangers through
some mystical power that she possesses.

In an earlier age no doubt Sara would have probably been considered a
witch within different cultures. The notion of someone having fantastical
powers is, of course, an enduring theme throughout history, and when
those powers are set within a modern day context, they often become a
source of amusement, as in all the superpower heroes that have come to
dominate a good part of our culture.

Yet, in “The Matchmaker’s Gift,” Sara Glikman neither chooses to prac-
tice matchmaking nor does she relish the opportunity to engage in the craft.
She simply comes to realize that she has a unique gift for being able to put
unlikely couples together.

Parallel to Sara’s story we come to read about Sara’s granddaughter,
Abby, who is a young lawyer in New York, and someone totally removed
from the world of matchmaking - or so we are led to believe.

Cohen-Loigman interweaves the story of Sara’s forays into matchmaking
with Abby’s very demanding legal career. The element that both women
have in common is that they are able to recognize when two people are
right for each other or, as is the case with Abby while she is working for a
very hard driving attorney who specialized in putting together pre-nup
agreements: when two people who are headed toward marriage - and seem
to be compatible on the surface - are not at all right for each other.

Given how common it was for our ancestors to have been put together by
way of a “shidduch,” or “match,” I’m sure that most of us would have won-
dered how those long-ago marriages would have worked out in this day
and age. I can well recall watching my own maternal grandparents engaged
in fierce argu-
ments over the

Lynda Cohen Loigman
author of 

“The Matchmaker’s Gift”

(Continued on page 7. See “Matchmaker’s Gift.”)



years when I was growing up. I wasn’t close enough to my
paternal grandparents to notice whether the same applied to
them, but while reading “The Matchmaker’s Gift,” memories

of what seemed to be odd marriages did re-enter my mind.
Sara Glikman though, as talented as she may be with her supernatural ability to anticipate when two

total strangers would make perfectly attuned marriage partners, does come up against the prevailing
practice of the day, which is to have only men arrange marriages. Since she must keep her unique abil-
ity a secret, her carefully thought-out plans to bring various couples together once she discovers that
they are meant for one another rely upon a great deal of deception and planned accidental meetings.

Once the male matchmakers of New York come to be aware of Sara’s forays into their world, how-
ever, she is brought forward in a “bet din” (house of judgment) where she is forced to account for her
behavior. 

Similarly, Sara’s granddaughter, Abby, has to defend herself when she is exposed as having inter-
vened in a  number of situations, either to stave off a doomed relationship or to facilitate one among
unlikely mates. Her boss, Evelyn Morgan, is the consummate hard driving career woman who herself
has no time for romance and once she realizes that Abby has actually been sabotaging Evelyn’s metic-
ulous pre-nup work, all hell breaks loose.

It’s all quite endearing and really quite fantastical, but at the same time, after reading all of the infor-
mation Beatty Cohan gives about online dating in her column this issue and how prominent a role it
plays in determining relationships, especially, as Beatty notes, among gay men, I was intrigued enough
to want to do more research about online dating among Jews in particular. 

While it is still the case that, within the Orthodox Jewish community, the role of “matchmaker” is
accorded a very special prominence, many non-Orthodox Jews also rely upon matchmakers, it turns
out, especially within cities that have high Jewish populations.

According to an article on the “Israel Hayom” or “Israel Today” website, matchmaking among Jews
has zoomed upwards in popularity since Covid. Many individ-
uals were dissatisfied with such well-known apps as “JDate,”
although a related app, “JSwipe,” has become the most popu-
lar app among Jews using apps to look for a relationship  with
other Jews.

According to that article, which you can find at
ttps://www.israelhayom.com/2022/06/17/jewish-dating-game-
sees-matchmaking-become-hottest-trend-in-us/, the frustration
that so many Jewish users have had in using dating apps has
contributed to a skyrocketing use of matchmaking within the
Jewish community. 

But, in “The Matchmaker’s Gift,” the notion that matchmak-
ing would be superior to other forms of finding a mate is actu-
ally made fun of. Both Sara Glikman and her granddaughter
Abby fight against prevailing ideas about matchmaking.
Instead of seeing elements in common between the men and
women who eventually end up getting matched by both Sara
and Abby, they rely on some sort of mystical intervention to
reveal who is best suited to whom. (Sara actually sees a “strand
of golden light” forming a line between two strangers through-
out her life.) Later, upon reading her grandmother’s journals, in
which she has meticulously documented each of her matches,
Abby at first scoffs at what she is reading, then comes to real-
ize that everything was true.

It all makes for a terrific yarn, but in the end, perhaps the les-
son to be learned, both from “The Matchmaker’s Gift” and
what is going on in the contemporary Jewish dating world is
that whatever works is valid.
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STEWART ELSTON
Powell Property Group
2021 President Manitoba Real Estate Assoc.
2016 President Winnipeg REALTORS® 

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 
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“Matchmaker’s Gift”
(Continued from page 6.)

NCJW groups meet to discuss reproductive justice
By MAXA SAWYER

On the week of Parashat
Mishpatim NCJWC
Winnipeg hosted two
events to honour and dis-
cuss reproductive justice
from a Jewish Canadian
point of view. The first
event took place on Zoom,
when Kemlin Nembhard
from the Women’s Health
Centre spoke about her
organization. 

The Women’s Health Centre provides feminist,
inclusive, patient centered abortion care, preg-
nancy care, health and medical services, inclu-
sive counselling eating disorder treatment and
sexual heath facilitator training. The second
event was a havdallah that took place in a
NCJWC Winnipeg member’s home. People
gathered to study Jewish texts on the rights of a
person with a uterus and the rights of a fetus, talk
about reproductive justice in Winnipeg and
Canada, and share personal stories. Celebrating
ReproShabbat as a community gave people per-
mission to talk more openly, to share feelings,
and to connect to others. Talking about repro-
ductive health as a community was a step in
breaking down the stigma and secrets of the

body.
Our legal right to

reproductive ser-
vices in Canada does
not mean these ser-
vices are accessible,
equitably distributed
or non-coercive.
White, straight, pro-
fessional women in
their 30s and 40s liv-
ing in urban centers

and in particular provinces have disproportionate
access to reproductive health care. 

People who face structural and societal dis-
crimination such as undocumented immigrants
and LGBTQ+ people, as well as people living in
rural and northern parts of our provinces are the
ones most affected by inequitable access to
reproductive rights. Nembhard states that in
Saskatchewan there is one clinic that provides
abortions for a province of a million people; in
Nunavut there are no abortion providers. In the
early 2000s there were abortion providers in the
territory. 

The Woman’s
Health Clinic pro-
vides abortions to

NCJW members discuss reproductive justive
at a Havdallah program Feb. 18

(Continued on page 8.
See “NCJW.”)
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Limmud preview

MARCH 11–19
PREVIEW MARCH 9

BY Daniel 
Thau-Eleff

NARROW 
BRIDGE

WORLD PREMIERE

Sholem transitions  
genders while discovering 
Orthodox Judaism.

Walking the tightrope of family 
dynamics, history, activism  
and Talmud study, Sholem 
wonders if, as Rebbe Nachman 
said, “All the world is a very 
narrow bridge.”

FEATURING Elio Zarrillo IN THEIR WJT PREMIERE, LONG-TIME WJT FAVOURITE Harry Nelken,  

DIRECTED BY DRAG HEALS CREATOR Tracey Erin Smith

Narrow Bridge is a 
moving and engaging 
story told with heart 
and humour.

TICKETS AT WJT.ca OR CALL 204.477.7478

Tina Greenfield on animal sacrifice in ancient Mesopotamia
When asked what it is

about Mesopotamia that
captures her imagination,
Dr. Tina Greenfield has a
ready response—one that is
self-evident to anyone with
an interest in history and
archaeology.

“It is the chance to dis-
cover how an ancient civilization lived,” she says.

An archaeologist whose interests lie in the earliest
cities and empires of the ancient world, Dr. Greenfield
will be presenting a Zoom Power Point presentation
entitled “Ritual and Religion: Sacrifice in Ancient
Mesopotamia” on March 12 at Limmud 23. 

Dr. Greenfield received her PhD from the University
of Cambridge and currently teaches Mesopotamia
Archaeology at the University of Cambridge. She is a co-director of the
Near Eastern and Biblical Archaeology Lab at the University of Manitoba.
She has participated on field projects in Canada, Europe, South Africa,
Turkey and most recently in Iraq and Israel. 

Dr. Greenfield agreed to an email interview with The Jewish Post &
News.

Mesopotamia is the geographic region that includes modern day Iraq,
Iraqi Kurdistan (N. Iraq), SE Syria, and SE Turkey, Dr. Greenfield noted. 

“It is located between the rivers Euphrates and Tigris and is bounded by
the Zagros mountains to the east and the Taurus mountain range to the
north,” she added. 

“The citizens of modern-day Iraq and Iraqi Kurdistan are the descendants
of the ancient Sumerians and Akkadians, Assyrians and Babylonians.”
 The Early Dynastic Period (2950-2350 BCE) in S. Mesopotamia is when

city-states, with large institutions and text archives, appeared and spread
across the landscape, Dr. Greenfield explained. 

This is also a time of organized religion “whereby the elite and lower
stratum sectors participated in elaborate festivals” dedicated to the patron
god of their cities. 

“The sacred city of Girsu was an urban religious centre where yearly reli-

gious festivals occurred that saw individuals from
across the hinterland travel to the city to participate
and pay tribute to the patron gods,” she wrote. 

“A favissa, (ritual pit) located along the Sacred Way
to the temple, yielded a tremendous number of ritual
artifacts, including a significant amount of faunal
remains.”

Questions about religious behaviours associated
with animals and cultic spaces can be understood
from the analysis of these animal remains to under-
stand how these citizens organized their religious fes-
tivals to satisfy the ever-demanding needs of the
gods, Dr. Greenfield observed.

“My research has a holistic approach to building
models for the understanding of food production, cli-
matic adaptive strategies, socio-economic, and ritual
behaviour, and mobility within, between and across

some of the earliest complex ancient societies in the world,” she says.
“As someone who loves history, archaeology allows me to physically be

a part of uncovering history in a place that is considered to be the cradle of
civilization. This is the first place of writing, organized religion, the arts
and sciences, and for that it becomes an extraordinary place to research and
learn about.”

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Tina Greenfield at a dig 

people coming from the US, people outside of
Manitoba and people in northern communities. She
says we have taken the pedal off the gas and have lost
reproductive health institutions and abortion providers

as a result. 

Reproductive justice is not limited to rights to access abortion. It also
includes the right to choose who becomes a parent. As a group we dis-
cussed forced sterilization practices of the Canadian government, includ-
ing how forced sterilization targeted First Nations people. We discussed
who has the right to access fertility treatments - considering the high price
of the treatment, locations of treatment clinics
and the medical hurdles that people face.
People shared stories of accessing birth control

NCJW 
( C o n t i n u e d
from page 7.)

(Continued on page 9.
See “NCJW.”)
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Enjoy Music ‘N’ Mavens throughout March
There is still lots to experience throughout the month of March at Music

‘N’ Mavens, Winnipeg’s foremost AFTERNOON concert and speaker
series.

Starting on Thursday, March 2nd, join us for Songs from the Brill
Building. Led by music director Phil Corrin, in collaboration with out-
standing vocalists Melanie Whyte and Matthew Fletcher, Come with us for
a visit to New York City’s Brill Building, the artistic home of hundreds of
the 20th century’s most popular songwriters. You will hear the hits of
Carole King, Neil Diamond, Burt Bacharach, Johnny Mercer, Paul Simon,
Ellie Greenwich, Neil Sedaka, and more as we tour the halls of this
famous musical landmark!

The month continues with three interesting speakers you will not want to
miss!

On Tuesday March 7, Matthew Singer will speak about DIY Food Tours:
Winnipeg’s Lesser-Known Food Attractions. As an archaeologist, Matthew
has travelled and taken numerous food tours and cooking classes in vari-
ous parts of the world. Do- It -Yourself Food Tours highlights some of
Winnipeg’s best and most unknown dishes.

Coming up on Thursday March 9, Mark Rash will present an illustrated
lecture of his work in this presentation “Music Made Visible”. Mark has
photographed the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, the Royal Winnipeg
Ballet, the Manitoba Chamber Orchestra, and the Agassiz Chamber Music
Festival. His images have appeared in the Winnipeg Free Press, The Globe
and Mail, The National Post, and the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. 

Tuesday March 14, we will meet A Fresh Face in Winnipeg: WJT Artistic
Director. Dan Petrenko, a very new arrival to Winnipeg, has taken over the
helm of Winnipeg Jewish Theatre. Dan is the youngest person to hold such
a position in the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres. Come find
out why Dan has chosen WJT, and why WJT has chosen him. 

We are grateful to our sponsors for the 2023 Music ‘N’ Mavens series:
Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts, The Asper Foundation, Winnipeg Arts
Council, Lampe Family Fund, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, United
Way, Winnipeg Free Press, Jewish Post and News, Classic 107, Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra, and our individual donors. 

Music ‘N’ Mavens is produced by Karla Berbrayer.
There is no charge for attendance at speaker presentations, although

donations are welcome at the door.
For tickets, concert passes, and a full listing of events, please visit

www.radyjcc.com

Limmud speaker Maria Givner to present over view of life of King Saul in novel format
By MYRON LOVE

When I was growing up, I first discovered many
of the classics of Western literature through the
pages of the Classic comic book series.   On
Sunday, March 12, Maria Givner will be using a
similar format to tell the story of King Saul  - a tale
she is looking forward to introducing to
Winnipeggers attending this year’s Limmud
Winnipeg event.

Givner,  a long-established artist, illustrator and
editor who arrived in Winnipeg with her family
last spring from Israel, published her telling of the
King Saul story – in the form of a graphic novel –
in London two years ago.

For readers unfamiliar with the life of Saul – or
those who may have forgotten – Saul was one of
the most controversial and charismatic heroes of the Torah - the first Jewish
king.  Anointed by the prophet Samuel, Saul was the founder of the origi-
nal Jewish state and established the first permanent army.

Givner’s graphic novel describes the dramatic events of Saul’s life – a
continuous war with external enemies, confrontations with the prophet
Samuel – and the story of love and betrayal with David – the future king of
Israel.

“My novel is based on real historical research materials and archaeolog-
ical findings,” the author notes, “but also deals a lot with psychological
aspects of human behavior.  My main aims were to concentrate on the char-
acters and their relationships as well as the complicated political back-
ground of this period. I try to show them as real, contemporary people with
the same life goals, problems and passions as we have, rather than simply
mythical heroes of the Bible. The story deals with such timeless subjects as
ambition, forbidden love, betrayal, political machinations and responsibil-
ity. The true historical decorations help us to understand the reasons behind
the characters’ behavior and their evolution and degradation while answer-
ing the big question: ‘Ehy?’”

Over the last few years,  Givner has been occupied with this large histor-
ical series from Old Testament days.  She says that she is fascinated by such

strong characters as King Saul and Samson as
well as Jewish warrior Berber Queen Dachia El
Kachina who led the northwest African Berber
tribes against the invading Muslims in the 8th
century.

“I want to popularize, through comics, Jewish
superheroes,” she comments.

Working on the series, she adds, is not only her
way of connection with her historical roots, but
also an attempt to explain past events from the
modern point of view and   to show the ancient
heroes as contemporary people with all their pas-
sions, desires and ambitions. 

and other family plannin
strategies and the stigm
attached. Reproductive justic
as defined by the NCJWin

also means the right to have full autonomy over our bodies; the right t
birth and/or parent our children with dignity; and the right to live and/o
raise a family in a safe, healthy environment. These are all services Th
Women’s Health Clinic works to provide. 

Judaism’s stance on the rights of a fetus cannot be put into the binary o
pro-life or pro-choice. Parshat Mishpatim states (Exodus 21:22-23):

“When men fight, and one of them pushes a pregnant woman and a mi
carriage results, but no damage ensues, the one responsible shall be fined…
but if other damage ensues the penalty shall be life for life.”

Talmudic and rabbinic interpretations of this passage explain this pa
sage. Yevamot 69b states “If she is found pregnant until the fortieth day 
is mere fluid.” If the pregnancy is fluid that means it is like water and ha
no legal significance. Gittin 23b debates whether a fetus is considered sep
arate from the pregnant person.

The great Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi states that the fetus is not an indepen
dent being; it is part of the person carrying it. The rabbis discuss endin
pregnancies and state that if a woman is hav-
ing trouble giving birth “they cut up the
child in her womb… because her life come

NCJW 
( C o n t i n u e d
from page 8.)

(Continued on page 13
See “NCJW.”)

The cover of Maria Grivner’s 
graphic novel about King Saul
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3rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear  
father, grandfather,

 and friend to so many

JULIUS WISE
who passed away

February 21, 2020
26 days in Shevat

— You will never be forgotten 
and you will be in our hearts 
forever.

In loving memory of

PEARL
MORANTZ
who passed away

February 26, 2020
1 day in Adar, 5780

— Always remembered and 
sadly missed by her children 
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

Our February 15 issue contained three memo-
riams that had mistakes in them. We apologize 
to the families of those concerned and are re-
peating them here, including the memoriam at 
the top of this page for Morris & Dorys Silver.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

DORYS 
SILVER

who passed away 
February 7, 2019

2 Days in Adar I, 5779
—Always remembered and sadly missed by their children, 

grandchildren, great-grandchildren, sister and family.

MORRIS 
SILVER

who passed away
February 11, 2019

6 Days in Adar I, 5779

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

AARON  
DOZAR
March 1911-

June 1988

MONICA 
DOZAR

February 1919-
March 1975

hearts from so many years ago.   
— Always remembered by Faigie, Penny, Marsha, grandchild-
dren and great-grandchildren. 
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Memoriams, and Unveilings

$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo: $15
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

MAVIS RABKIN 
May 15, 1926 - January 29, 2023

With deep sadness, but
much love and gratitude
for her long, full and
well-lived life, the family
of Mavis Rabkin
announces her peaceful
passing on Sunday,
January 29, 2023 sur-
rounded by all her chil-
dren. 

Cherishing their loving
memories are Tammy,
Jack (Linda), Debbie
(Robert), her grandchil-

dren: Mark, Melissa, Mitchell and Aaron, and nieces
and nephews in Canada, USA and Israel. 

She was predeceased by the love of her life,
Mayer, in 2017, her parents: Malka and Mendel
Chaikin, siblings: Clara, Thelma, Ben (Marion),
Osher (Irene), in-laws: Jacob and Anna Rabkin. 

Mavis was born in Yorkton, SK, grew up in
Grandview MB, attended St. John’s Tech and the U
of M in Winnipeg. She met Mayer, a charming
WWII vet and fellow U of M student. They were
married in 1950. Their married life was happily lived
in Portage la Prairie, on Queen Ave., where she was
a loving and devoted wife and mother. She was
deeply involved in all aspects of the community. 

Small in stature, but feisty, with boundless energy
and a huge smile, she actively participated in her
synagogue, Hadassah, volunteer work, golf, curling,
skating, bridge, bowling, gardening and more. A
skilled hostess with extraordinary cooking and bak-
ing talents always found her family, extended family
and friends gathered around her table for holidays
and family celebrations. Throughout all of this she
worked alongside Mayer in the store. 

She and Mayer moved to Winnipeg in 1988 where
she maintained an active life style. They enjoyed
many adventures over the years, including family
summers at Clear Lake, numberous family road
trips, winters in Palm Springs, Florida, Arizona and
Hawaii, and trips to Israel and Spain. 

Services were held Wednesday, February 1, 2023
at the Chesed Shel Emes officiated by Rabbi A.
Mass. Pallbearers were Jack, Mark, Mitchell,
Melissa Rabkin, Aaron and Robert Witzke. 

The family thanks the Simkin Centre, where she
resided the past few years, for their care and atten-
tion. 

Donations to honour Mavis’ memory may be made
to a charity of your choice. 

TESSE GROSH
On February 11, 2023

at Bayview Extendicare.
Beloved wife of the late
Abraham Jacob Grosh.
Loving mother and moth-
er-in-law of Elaine and
Michael Kipp, Carol
Grosh and John Levi,
Michael Grosh, Joel and
Susan Grosh, and Joan
and the late David Grosh.
Dear sister and sister-in-
law of Harry and Sally
Weltman, Shirley and

Sam Kleiman, the late Isadore Weltman, and the late
Morris and Sandy Weltman. Devoted grandmother of
Mindy and Tim, Alison and Rick, Steven, Dani and
Maria, Jonathan and Gabriella, Noam and Gretchen,
Jamie and David, Daniel and Aviva, Zack, Ali, and
Moishe. Devoted great-grandmother and great great-
grandmother of 16. 

Tesse was born in 1922 and enjoyed a full and long
life of travel adventures and art appreciation curating
Inuit and Canadian artists at the Winnipeg Art
Gallery and the Art Gallery of Ontario. A graveside
service was held on Monday, February 13, 2023 in
Pardes Shalom Cemetery, Toronto. 

Memorial donations may be made to The
Association for the Soldiers of Israel  416- 783-3053.

LORRAINE JOAN HALPARIN 
(née SCHWARTZ)

It is with great sadness we announce the passing of
Lorraine Halparin on February 13th at the age of 79.

Lorraine was born in Selkirk, Manitoba. She met
the love of her life and married Gerald Halparin in
1970.

Lorraine was predeceased by her husband Gerry,
her parents Abraham and Betty (Pitch), her sister
Shirley Caplan, and her brother Sidney Schwartz.

To cherish her memory, Lorraine leaves behind her
daughter Aimee (Melvin), her son Michael (Melissa)
and four grandchildren who were the apple of her
eye; Kyla & Jeremy Horbul, and Hersh & Dov
Halparin.

The family would like to thank the entire staff of
the 4th floor at Riverside Lions where she had been
living since July 2022, and the staff at the
Transitional Care Unit on Cornish 6 at Misericordia
Health Centre for caring for her during her recent,
short stay. 

As per her wishes, a graveside service was held at
Hebrew Sick Cemetery on February 15, 2023 offici-
ated by Cantor Tracy Kasner.

Private shiva was observed. In lieu of flowers,
please consider a donation to the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg or to Dying With Dignity.
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In Memoriam

who passed away
April 14, 2008

9 days in Nissan

In loving memory of 

PEGGY and TOBY KESSLER

— Always remembered and forever loved by your children, 
grandchildren, relatives and friends.

who passed away
March 5, 2014

3 days in Adar II

In Memoriam

MILLICENT (HALLIS) HARRY ALLAN 
ADLER

who passed away
Feb. 18th, 1959

10 days in Adar I  5719

May the winds of Love blow softly
And whisper for you to hear,
That we will always Love and Miss You, and
Wish that You Both were here.
— Always Loved, Remembered and Deeply Missed.
You daughter Gloria, son-in-law Jerry, beloved grandchildren, 
Susan and Dan and your great-grandchildren.

UDLAR ADLER
who passed away
October 8th, 1987

16 days in Tishrei  5748

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOROTHY 
BERGMAN

who passed away
February 16, 2019

11 Adar 1, 5779
You will always live 

on in our hearts.
—Remembered by your 
children, grandchildren, 
brother,  s is ters- in- law, 
brother-in-law, family and 
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of 

ALEX 
BERKOWITS

who passed away
March 2, 2013

— Lovingly remembered by 
his son Rob, daughter-in-law 
Kristin and grandchildren 
Grayson & Avery.

In Memoriam

ROCHELLE
BLUMENTHAL

6 Adar II
Beloved wife, mother and 
grandmother. 
- Always remembered by 
Susan, Heather, Brian 
and Jennifer and families, 
extended  family and friends. 

4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONALD 
GOLTSMAN

who passed away
March 1, 2018
14 days in Adar

— Sadly missed and lovingly 
remembered by his children 
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MORRIS GUNN
who passed away

March 5, 1973
1st Day in Adar II, 5733

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and 
sadly missed by his children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of 

SAM
HOCHMAN

who passed away
March 2, 2008 

25 Days in Adar I
— Always loved and forever 
remembered by his children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

KAYLA 
MASARSKY

who passed away
February 27, 1972

12 days in Adar
— Always remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE NEPON
who passed away
March 10, 1998
12 Days in Adar

— Sadly missed and ever 
remembered by Esther and   
Sid Halpern, Adeena, Tom, 
Danny and Anna Vered -     Your 
namesake Gratzer: Ahava 
and Frank Lavitt: Marni, 
Jonathan, Leo, Sophie and 
Lily Halpern.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS 
(MOISHE) 
SETTLER
who passed away

March 3, 2012
9 days in Adar I

It’s been 10 years.
We think of you all the time and
the ever lasting encouragement
and love you radiated to us.
— Love your family and
friends.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH SILVER
who passed away

February 14, 2003
12 Adar, 5763

— You are deeply missed by
your children, nieces, nephews
and friends.

17th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH TABACK
who passed away
March 12, 2006

12 days in Adar, 5766
Always remembered 

Always missed
Forever in our hearts

We love you!!
— Your loving children 
Shayne, Kathy & grand-
children Abigail Edythe and 
Elliot Joseph, Michelle & 
Barton.

In Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GERTRUDE 
WEISS

who passed away
March 7, 1995

5th of Adar II, 5755
— A gentle, kind and beautiful 
woman; sadly missed and 
always loved by Francie and 
Eric,  Beverley and Bryan and 
all her grandchildren Abby, 
Jill, Richard, Erin, Evan, 
Michael & Lainie.

In Memoriam

SAMUEL 
BAKER

who passed away
March 17, 1994
5 Days in Nissan

— Forever in our hearts and thoughts. You are sadly missed by 
your children and grandchildren.

ROSE
BAKER

who passed away
March 5, 2009
9 Days in Adar

In loving memory of
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MARSHALL 
STUART 

KNELLER
who passed away

February 20, 2021
8 days in Adar 5781

Your life was a blessing
Your memory, a treasure
You were loved beyond words
And missed beyond measure

—Holding you forever in our 
hearts - your loving wife Laya, 
children Kyle and Carol, Gabi 
and Benji, Skye and Cam, 
grandchildren Alex, Maddy, 
and Mavis, sister Sandi, family 
and friends.

Your love and humour 
continue to guide us.

For our beloved

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

OSCAR BLANK
who passed away

February 13, 2003
11 Days in Adar I

— Sadly missed by your  
children and grandchildren.

20th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARIE MULLER
who passed away
March 18, 2019

11 days in Adar 2
Your love, strength and courage 
continue to guide us.
— Lovingly remembered and 
missed by your husband, Teddy, 
children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and dear 
friends.

Adieu mon coeur.

24th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK KAY
who passed away

February 24, 1999
8 Days in Adar 

— Sadly missed and always 
remembered by his children 
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SALLY 
(CHERNA) 

SLOTNIKOV
who passed away
February 8, 1995
8 Days in Adar

— Always in our hearts and 
lovingly remembered by her 
children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RICHARD 
STILLWATER MD

who passed away
March 17, 2011

11 Days in Adar II
To remember you is easy
We do it every day
It’s just the pain of losing you
That never goes away.
— Your loving wife, children 
grandchildren, and great-
grandchild.

In Memoriam

TEDDY BASS
who passed away

March 4, 1999
16 Days in Adar

MARION BASS
who passed away
January 5, 2011
29 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

Always in our thoughts.
Forever in our hearts.

– Cookie, Marla & Steven, Tracee and Aaron and their namesakes 
Teddy, Carson Edward, Alann Maree, Stafford and Sutton.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

— Very sadly missed and lovingly remembered by your children 
and grandchildren.

ANITA MOLLY 
KEIVES

who passed away
April 10, 2004

19 Days in Nisan

GEORGE 
KEIVES

who passed away
March 25, 2019

18 Days in Adar II

In Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit

ABE 
EARN

who passed away
March 17, 1995

15 days in Adar II

In loving memory of

— Lovingly remembered by their children, grandchildren,           
family and friends.

JOSEPHINE 
EARN

who passed away
May 7, 2016

29 days in Nissan

7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IRVIN JOSEPH 
COHEN

who passed away
March 18, 1960

19 Days in Adar, 5720
— Lovingly remembered and 
sadly missed by his children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
63rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANNE DAVIS
who passed away

February 25, 2005
16 days Adar

— Always remembered and 
sadly missed by her loving 
children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, family 
and friends

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of 

FRED DEVERE
who passed away
March 26, 2000

19 Days in Adar II
— Always remembered and 
sadly missed by your loving 
children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our 
beloved husband, 

father and grandfather

FRED FUNK
who passed away

March 7, 2007
17 Days in Adar

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife
Agnes, his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In memory of a loving 
mother, mother-in-law, baba 

and great-grandmother

BESSIE 
(SIDEMAN)

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Day in Adar

Time slips by and life goes on.
But from our hearts you’re
never gone.
– With love from your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

20th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM (Simon) 
GREENFELD

who passed away
March 23, 1973

19 Days in Adar II, 5733
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.



before the life of [the
child]. “ According to
Rashi, the 11th century
French rabbi, it is only

once the fetus emerges from a person’s body
that the fetus is considered a human. Only then
you cannot decide whose life is more important
to save. In the 18th century Rabbi Jacob Emden
wrote that “there is room to be lenient… to save
her from her evil which causes great pain. Even
when it is not a matter of saving a person from
great pain there is room to be lenient.” Here we
can see that there is room in Jewish tradition to
permit abortion in order to relieve someone
from great emotional pain. 

Pregnancy causes physical and emotional
pain. Each person experiences these pains to
different degrees. Even the most textbook preg-
nancy can result in loss. Going to prenatal doc-
tor appointments means time missed from
work, potential wage loss, and oftentimes a per-
son is overlooked for career advancement.
People of all genders suffer from pre and post-
partum depression and anxiety. Pregnancy and
labour can cause injuries to a person’s pelvic
floor and back, can cause high blood pressure,
can leave a person incontinent, require major
surgeries to repair damage and so forth. 

How can one distinguish that a pregnancy will
not cause a person emotional and/or physical
damage? Unplanned births are linked to
increased conflict and decreased satisfaction in
relationships. Unintended pregnancies and
births are associated with depression, anxiety
and lower levels of fulfilment. There is a 14x
greater chance of dying in childbirth than dying
from an abortion.

Celebrating ReproShabbat gave the people
attending the opportunity to talk about these
issues and more. One person wrote the day
after: “Your brave and inviting space — it was
good to see what a room full of Jewish women
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In loving memory of

RALPH 
HAMOVICH

who passed away
February 24, 2008
18 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and 
sadly missed by his children, 
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK LAVITT
who passed away

March 5, 1991
19 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and 
sadly missed by his children, 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  g r e a t -
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of 

MAX NARVEY
who passed away
March 7th, 1953
20 days in Adar

—  Forever lovingly remem-
bered and sadly missed by his 
children.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of 

RUTH NEIMAN
who passed away

February 20, 2014
21 days in Adar I

— Lovingly remembered and 
sadly missed by your children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JONAH 
EPHRAIM 
NEPON

who passed away
March 3, 2013

21st day of Adar
You are remembered every moment 
of every day.  
We speak of you often with tears in 
our eyes as it has not gotten any 
easier, and it feels like yesterday 
you were with all of us.
—Forever loved and deeply 
missed by mom, your sisters 
Amber (Joe), Mara (Sal), 
Rachel, Micah (Craig), Dana 
and Meirav, and your brothers 
Adam (Day) and Seth ;  nieces 
Hannah Cohen, Yael and 
Simcha Pellettieri and Ika 
Nepon;  nephews Jordan and 
Asher Cohen, Meir Pellettieri 
and Harvey Nepon.

Jonah,
I’ll love you forever, 

I’ll like you for always.  
As long as I’m living 

my baby you’ll be.  
Love mom

6th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PEARL PALAY
who passed away
March 14, 2017

16 Days in Adar I
— Lovingly remembered and 
sadly missed by her children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of 
mother and Baba

MIRIAM 
PFEFFER-
MACKLIS
who passed away

March 4, 2002
20 Days in Adar

— Always remembered and 
sadly missed by her son, 
grandchildren and loving 
daughters-in-law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dearly 
beloved father and zaida

JACK STAR
who passed away
March 12, 1982

17 Days in Adar, 5742
— Ever remembered and sadly 
missed by his children and 
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MINDY 
UNRODE-HABER

who passed away
March 13, 1986

2 Days in Adar II
Toronto, Ont.

Mindy our love, you are sadly 
missed, for it is hard to let you go. 
We cannot have the old days back 
when we were all together, 
but secret  tears, and loving 
thoughts of you 
Will be with us forever.
— Remembered with love 
by daughter Lauren, grand-
children Everett and   Eden, 
sister Diane, niece Rachel, and 
many cousins.

37th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY WALSH
who passed away on
February 24, 2011

20 days in Adar, 5771
“To live in the hearts of those 
we leave behind, is not to die!”
— Always remembered and 
loved forever by his daughter, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ROSE YAKIR
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

— Always remembered and 
sadly missed by her  children, 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  g r e a t -
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
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6th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JUDY KAPLAN
who passed away
March 14, 2017
16 days in Adar 

Always in our hearts.
— Family and friends.

NCJW 
( C o n t i n u e d
from page 9.)

Community news

in Winnipeg could look
like/feel like. I look for-
ward to continuing to
share space/ time/
ideas/emotions/truths
with… community.” 

Kemlin Nembhard
stated that it would
be hard to make
abortion illegal in
C a n a d a .
Nevertheless, we
must not forget the
institutional, racial,
structural and patri-
archal barriers that
prevent people from
getting essential
reproductive health
care. 
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

Yiddish explanation
The great Russian-Jewish writer Grigory Kanovitch

(1928-2023) died in Israel last month. His book “A
Shtetl Love Song” (English translation, 2017) tells the
story of Kanovitch’s family and their Lithuanian Shtetl
Jonava in the decades leading to the Holocaust. In
Kanovitch’s loving, yet ironic eyes, the local Jews are
just ordinary people living side by side with their non-
Jewish neighbors.Yet, at the same time they are oblivi-
ous to the coming tragedy. 

Jewish Radio Hour
On March 5th Osher Kraut celebrates

Purim.  Rochelle Zucker hosts on March 12.  She will
present Yiddish songs about dances and dancers. 

Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour Sundays 1:30 -
2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7 FM or online at ckjs.com

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg

Zionist youth group Young Judaea
expresses ‘great concern’ over
Israel’s proposed court reform

Feb, 23, 2022 (JTA) — The North American Zionist
youth group Young Judaea is expressing “great con-
cern” over Israel’s proposed judicial reform and calling
on the country’s lawmakers to safeguard minority rights
and a system of checks and balances. 

Young Judaea joins a growing number of pro-Israel
American Jewish groups cautioning against the contro-
versial court legislation in its current form. Young
Judaea has existed for more than a century and
describes itself as “the oldest Zionist youth movement
in the United States.”

The court reform seeks to give the governing coalition
full control over Supreme Court appointments and all
but eliminate the court’s ability to strike down laws.
Hundreds of thousands of Israelis have taken to the
streets to oppose the overhaul. Israel’s president, Isaac
Herzog, gave a speech earlier this month beseeching the
government to enter negotiations with the parliamentary
opposition and compromise over some of the plan’s pro-
visions, warning of “constitutional and social collapse.”

That call appeared to open the floodgates for Diaspora
Jewish groups who typically do not criticize the Israeli
government. Young Judea’s statement endorsed
Herzog’s call for compromise while declaring that it
“solemnly reaffirms its commitment to the State of
Israel, its security, prosperity, and integrity.”

“We have watched with great concern the recent ini-
tiative by the Israeli government to radically change the
Israeli judicial system and we have witnessed the broad-
based opposition to this initiative by Israelis,” reads the
statement, which was sent in an email to the group’s
membership and alumni on Thursday. “We urge all
Members of the Knesset to seek compromise, not con-
flict; understanding, not threats; while demonstrating an
unwavering commitment towards a democratic Israel,
protecting minority rights, and maintaining checks and
balances.”

Earlier this week, the Jewish Federations of North
America came out in opposition to a provision of the
legislation allowing a bare majority of Israeli lawmak-
ers to override judicial review. The leading organiza-
tions of the Conservative and Reform movements also
oppose the plan. The Anti-Defamation League has
endorsed Herzog’s call for negotiations.

Proponents of the legislation say it will curb the
court’s liberal excesses and allow lawmakers to better
reflect the wishes of Israel’s electorate. But critics of the
proposal worry that giving Israel’s right-wing governing
coalition unfettered power over the courts will endanger
minority groups and civil rights protections. In addition,
a range of legal scholars and public intellectuals have
criticized the proposal, warning that it will damage
Israel’s democratic standing.



By SHELLEY WERNER
Everyone is invited to join us for a

virtual and free event presented by
Art and Scroll Studio in conjunction
with the Women’s Caucus for Art
(WCA) and the Jewish Women’s
Artists Network (JWAN).

At this time of year, when
Passover is within view, our
thoughts turn to the hope of spring,
with the remembrance of journeys
past. On Wednesday, March 15, 2023, 8:00 pm CMT, “Flight and
Freedom” will be the next episode of Art and Scroll Studio, a Zoom series
that celebrates the makers and creators of Judaica art. Artist Ruth Weisberg
and fibre artist Heather Stoltz will be the featured guests, in presentation
and conversation, with work that features reflections on these themes. 

It is always relevant to discuss the topic of migration, of an exodus that
takes place somewhere in the world, or in our personal lives. Change is
constant, and it is illuminating to consider what makes us move, what chas-
es us, and what do we migrate toward? The idea of freedom is powerful as
an impulse that can draw us to uncertain futures. The question remains, do
we emerge from a journey to a new reality that is better than the one left
behind, or does achieving a new freedom bring with it unanticipated
chains?

Weisberg brings past time into contemporary context through veils of
washes and tones. Memory is a dominant point of departure in her works
as her themes meld art forms. Other recurring themes include diaspora, and
homecoming as well as rites of passage. Her depiction of grouped children
as in “Together Again” are as evocative of memories of her own childhood
in Chicago as they are to projections of those possibly lost in the
Holocaust.

“My main pre-occupations have been time and memory. I’m very inter-
ested in the artist’s ability to travel through time.” She grew up with the
knowledge that her family was part of a diaspora. She was conscious of her
family’s Jewish heritage as tempered by her awareness of the previous gen-
eration’s tragic losses. 

Weisberg’s art is driven by her sense of empathy towards a profound
quest, for life’s redemptive meanings as the antidote for her glimpse of
incomprehensible evil. Ruth has written “my work demonstrates an intense
interest in the cycle of life, the continuity of generations and issues of sur-
vival and impermanence.”

Her Kindertransport series focuses on children who were sent to England
in 1938 and 39. Hundreds of children were sent by their families to
England from Germany, Poland, and Czechoslovakia. “I think so many of
the themes are relevant to today. You know, we are living through a very
hard time, and I hope that it will give people

a kind of window on history that is a little bit more personal and emo-
tional”

It is her goal to give the images to her audience so that they can share her
feelings and reactions both to the historical events, but to the events of

today as well.

Heather Stoltz is a fiber artist who creates quilted wall hangings and fab-
ric sculptures inspired by social justice issues, Jewish texts, and life as a
mother. Stoltz, named as one of The Jewish Week’s “36 Under 36” for
2012, received a 2011 Manhattan Community Art Funds grant for
“Temporary Shelter”, her installation piece about homeless New Yorkers. 

Stoltz’s work considers the implications of freedom, and the impact of
actions taken by a few that devastate many. Freedom is a valuable con-
struct, enshrined by democracy, and yet cataclysmic events can make a
mockery of idealist visions.

“On January 6, 2021, as rioters stormed the Capitol, any hope that I had
in the future of this country was lost. In response, I started making a tat-
tered patchwork flag with seams exposed and frayed,” says Stoltz. Later
that month, when new leaders peacefully took the oath of office and imme-
diately got to work, she allowed herself just a glimmer of hope that maybe
there is a chance the country can survive the intensity of this last year. She
started adding soft sculpture figures to stitch the flag back together and
help give each other a hand. “The struggle is not over, but maybe we can
start working together again toward a better future.”

Her work “Temporary Shelter” is reminiscent of a sukkah or hut used on
the holiday of Sukkot. It tells the stories of homeless New Yorkers ages 4-
75. The inside panels each represent one individual staying in NYC’s faith-
based shelters and the outside walls are made from fiber art created by chil-
dren in New York’s family shelters. More can be read about the stories in
this piece in her book  “Temporary Shelter: An Art Installation about
Homeless New Yorkers.”

In her piece “Ten Years Later” Stoltz reflects on the tragedy at Sandy
Hook Elementary. 

“Flight and Freedom” pairs two artists actively engaged in the dialogue

“Flight and Freedom” pairs artist Ruth Weisberg with fibre artist 
Heather Stoltz in a Zoom presentation with Passover themes
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Art & Scroll

of change. For Weisberg, the works explore histo-
ry in order to shine a light on the eternal desire
for a new and hopeful future. For Stoltz and her
sewn creations, it is social justice that is held up
to the mirror of freedom and democracy. 

Ruth Weisberg and Heather Stoltz will be the featured guests on
Wednesday, March 15, 2023, 8:00 pm CST on Art and Scroll Studio: A
zoom series that celebrates the makers and creators of Judaic art.

To see a short preview,
please copy and paste  this
link in your browser:
https://bit.ly/WeisbergSt
oltzPreview

To register for the virtual
and free program please
copy and paste this link in
your browser:
https://bit.ly/WeisbergSt
oltzFreeTickets or email
artandscrollstudio@gma
il.com 

Shelley Werner is a
designer and the moderator
of Art and Scroll Studio.

Ruth Weisberg Ruth Weisberg artwork Heather Stoltz

“Women Tangled in
Time,” by Heather 



By MYRON LOVE

For Mexican-born Uri Shefer, his first visit
to Canada was akin to love at first sight.  It
was 2003 and the just graduated high

school student had an opportunity to spend three

months in Vancouver staying
with a  Jewish family that was
active in the local Jewish com-
munity and  take some cours-
es.  He was able to return to

Vancouver – and the
University of British
Columbia - for his
third year of universi-
ty.

“I would have liked
to continue my
schooling at UBC,” he
recalls. “There were
some different possi-
ble options.  The
problem was that
UBC wouldn’t recog-
nize some of my
Mexican university
credits.  That meant
that I would have had
to spend an extra year
in college. So I decid-
ed to go back (to
Mexico).”

(Shefer graduated from university in
Mexico City  with a BA in International
Relations and Affairs in 2007.)

Last summer – on August 1 – Uri, his
wife, Tania and their children, Ron (11),
Gad (8), Ariel (6) and Ilana (4) landed in
Winnipeg and – he hopes – their new
happily-ever-after-and-forever home.

Shefer notes that he is – or was – a
third generation resident of Mexico on
his mother’s side of the family.  His
father was a third generation Israeli who
moved to Mexico City more than 40
years ago.

“Mexico City – with more than 20
million people – is a great city with a
fast pace of life,” observes Shefer, who
had been working for the past few years
in management and marketing for
Grupo Salinas, which is  involved in
broadcasting, soccer and other business
ventures.  “We (he and Tania) were
looking to move to a smaller city which
could still offer us the amenities of a
larger city.”

The couple, he
notes, did have some
familiarity with our

fair town because
Tania’s brother had set-
tled in Winnipeg three
years before.

“We started the
process of immigration
by reaching out to
Dalia (Szpiro – the
Jewish Federation of
W i n n i p e g ’ s
GrowWinnipeg direc-
tor) and were all ready
to fly here for an
exploratory visit,”
Shefer recalls.  “We
had our tickets and
flight reservation.
Then, two weeks
before we were sched-
uled to go, Covid broke
and the borders were
closed.”

However, even
though Uri and Tania
were not able to visit in
person, they were able
to get to know

Winnipeg and our Jewish community virtually.
“Dalia arranged Zoom sessions for us and
YouTube videos,” Uri says.   “She also put us in
touch – virtually - with people from the
Manitoba Provincial Nominee Program. And,
after a three year delay, here we are.”

After deciding to immigrate to Canada,  Shefer
notes, he left Grupo Salinas and joined Gus and
Friends – a team of business consultants – which
was founded by Shefer’s first boss at Grupo
Salinas.  Even though he is now based in
Winnipeg, Shefer is still working with Gus &
Friends.

“We specialize in sports and media related
businesses,” he reports.  “Currently, we are
working on a couple of projects in Mexico City.”

Shefer adds that he is also considering getting
into the import and export business.

Tania, he notes, works for Worker Bee TV, a
Winnipeg-based company that provides video
solutions to regional, national and global clients.
It is an international technology company that
connects employers and workers.

The Shefer family has wasted no time becom-
ing involved in  the community.  The kids have
all been enrolled in Gray Academy and Uri has
been invited to  join the board of the Winnipeg
branch of the Canadian Associates of Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev. 
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Mexican-born Uri and Tania Shefer love their new home town

The Shefer family: father Uri with son
Ron on his shoulders, mother Tania
with son Gad on her right, Ariel to her
left, and daughter Ilana

Israeli government advances legislation that could
all but eliminate judicial review

Feb. 22, 2022 (JTA) — Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s govern-
ing coalition advanced a second major piece of its proposed court reform,
holding an initial vote in Israel’s parliament, the Knesset, on a measure that
would allow the government to all but eliminate judicial review.

It also advanced a bill that would prohibit the Supreme Court from dis-
qualifying government ministers from serving. The bill was proposed after
the Supreme Court ruled that Aryeh Deri, head of the Sephardi haredi
Orthodox Shas Party, could not serve as a minister due to repeated crimi-
nal convictions. A third bill that advanced past an initial vote would pro-
hibit Israeli hospitals from serving leavened products, called hametz, dur-
ing Passover.

The bill targeting judicial review passed in the initial reading on
Wednesday by a vote of 62-51. It now heads back to committee before
returning to the Knesset floor for second and third votes, which would
enshrine it as law. One day earlier, the Knesset advanced another piece of
the court reform, giving the governing coalition full control over Supreme
Court appointments and restricting the court’s ability to rule on some laws.

The judicial review bill approved Wednesday would allow the Knesset to
add a preemptive clause to nearly every bill prohibiting the Supreme Court
from striking it down once it becomes law. Bills without the clause could
be struck down by the Supreme Court only with a unanimous vote.

The Supreme Court has in the past nixed laws that diminish the rights of
minorities, including Arabs, the LGBTQ minority, and non-Orthodox
Jews. Opponents of the legislation say it will allow the right-wing govern-
ment to downgrade civil rights protections.


