
By BERNIE BELLAN

This isn’t an easy story to write. After almost 36 years of being
involved in the production of first The Jewish Post, then The Jewish
Post & News (after we acquired The Western Jewish News in 1987),

we will be taking a break - for how long I don’t know.
I don’t have to tell you what a toll the pandemic has taken on so many

businesses and organizations. It’s still hard to conceive that so much in our
lives changed so quickly. For those of us involved in the production of this
newspaper, this was actually shaping up to be a very successful year. Both
advertising and circulation had remained steady; then, practically over
night – our advertising revenue dried up almost completely. The first major
hit occurred with our previous issue – our Passover issue. 

Normally that would have been one of our biggest issues of the year.
Then, like falling dominoes, advertisers that we had always counted on to
issue greetings to the Jewish community either pulled their advertising or
simply said no. And, who could blame them?

Yet, other newspapers have been impacted much harder than we have. I
wasn’t totally shocked to learn that the Canadian Jewish News has gone out
of business entirely (see story on page 15), but that paper  was the flagship
newspaper among Canadian Jewish newspapers. I know that other Jewish
newspapers in this country were on life support even before the pandemic
began to rear its ugly head here. For that matter, I’m not sure that any news-
paper can survive the challenges that having to deal with the new realities
of trying to operate a business now present.

But, the hardest hit we ourselves took was when local Jewish organiza-
tions were forced to cancel events that had been long in the planning. The
spring season is usually one of the busiest times for us – and revenues that
we  normally would have counted on accumulating over the next few
months and that would have helped to tide us over the much quieter sum-
mer months – until organizational activity would pick up again in the fall,
have simply vanished, practically over night.

As it stands, it made no sense to continue publishing papers when ad rev-
enue has shrunk to a fraction of what it should have been. While we could
have continued to rely on subscription sales (which have remained healthy
despite our being in what is described as a “legacy” business) and revenue
from obituaries and memoriams, along with the few advertisers who might
have remained loyal, what we would have ended up doing would be to
erode what is still a healthy financial situation for us.

So, we’ll be halting the print edition of the paper for at least one issue,
but quite possibly many more issues than that - perhaps forever. We will
now be concentrating on  our website: www.jewishpostandnews.ca.
The website actually attracts far more readers than the newspaper, but it’s
a different business model and one that simply cannot produce the kind of
revenue that a newspaper can.

Yet, we’re realistic enough to know what a disappointment it will be for
most of our readers to learn that we’re going to be stopping publishing a
print newspaper – at least for the time being. We have applied for the
Canada Small Business Loan Benefit and, since we meet all the criteria, the
$40,000 that we should be able to receive in the form of a line of credit will

be of great help. We have also  been in discussions with certain Jewish
organizations that may able to step in to help us get through this rough
patch.

It’s been especially difficult for me though having to lay off our office
manager – and actually begin the process of moving our entire operation
into my own home. (You try lugging computers, an 80-pound printer, pho-
tocopier and postage meter around, never mind the sundry other items that
go into making a newspaper work, along with all the records we keep.)

Still, once we complete the process of enhancing our website – by chang-
ing the look, speeding it up so that it opens up lighting fast, and regularly
adding new content on a frequent basis – rather than the arbitrary approach
I took to adding content to the website when I felt like it, I think you’re
going to enjoy the experience.

We already have obituaries published on our website, but I know how
important memoriams are to many of our readers. So – we’re going to be
adding memoriams to the website too – exactly the same way you would
see them in the paper.

We’ll have the Yiddish column and some of the same columnists you’re
used to seeing in the paper. Of course, there is a problem finding enough
things to write about other than the COVID-19 pandemic, so you might not
find quite the interesting mix of local stories that you’re used to seeing in
the paper – at least not for the foreseeable future.

Not only has there been an almost complete standstill in organizational
activity within our Jewish community, the fact that every single event that
had been planned to take place over the next few months has either been
canceled or postponed has led to a severe shortage of interesting things for
us to write about.

Until we know which way we’re headed, we’ll be freezing everyone’s
subscription so that, if we do resume publishing this paper, we’ll simply
extend everyone’s subscription by the amount of time we were forced to
cease publication.

So – if you’re at all interested in staying connected to us, we invite you
to move on over to our website. By the way, if you haven’t looked at it
before, it looks completely different on a mobile device than on a desktop
computer. It’s easy to read on an iPhone or iPad – unlike other websites that
don’t change their appearance from one platform to another.

Finally, since we’ve really pared down our staff, don’t be surprised if you
get a call from me personally if you’ve run a memoriam in the past. I’ll be
doing a lot more of the day to day work that I used to assign to others –
including calling for memoriams. It’s actually something I really enjoy
doing – the same way I used to enjoy speaking with advertisers directly
before I parceled out that end of the business as well – and which I’m going
to get back into doing again.

In some ways it’s like starting from scratch – having to relearn how to
operate every aspect of the business that I had helped to build up over 36
years. But, since so many of us have seen the underpinnings of our lives
simply cut down in what seems a short instant, we’re going to try to make
the best of a very challenging situa-
tion. 
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By BERNIE BELLAN
By now, most of us have become familiar with the strange new world of

“self-isolation” and “social distancing” that is beginning to seem common-
place.

And, with the sudden restrictions that are being placed on all of us have
come new ways to adapt to the challenges of attempting to lead some sort
of a normal life.

With those challenges, however, come some “silver linings”, which is
how Rabbi Yosef
Benarroch  of the
Herzlia Adas
Yeshurun Congre-
gation referred to the
unexpected dividends
that have come with
having to rely upon
hitherto less used
forms of communica-
tion, especially
“Zoom”.

“You know,” Rabbi
Benarroch told me
during a conversation
I had with him prior
to Passover, “I’ve
never had more peo-
ple taking my classes
than these past couple
of weeks.” Those
classes, as is the case
with practically
everything else that
used to be held in a
setting where people
were in close physical
proximity, are now
being taught by Rabbi
Benarroch online.

That’s also the case
with other Jewish
synagogues in this
city. Shaarey Zedek
Congregation has
been live streaming
on Youtube morning
Minyan services,
along with Friday
evening and Saturday
morning services.

As well, the congregation’s Engagement & Education Director, Dr. Rena
Elbaze, has been uploading a series of cheery messages, all under the title
of “Uplift”, to the Shaarey Zedek Youtube page.

Congregation Etz Chayim has also been live streaming services –
weekday evenings at 6 and Fridays at 5:30. Rabbi Kliel Rose has also been
conducting online “lunch & learn” sessions Wednesdays at 11:30 am.

Temple Shalom has been using Facebook Live for its Friday evening
services and, on Saturday April 18, will hold an online discussion of “The
Song of Songs” with Justin Jaron Lewis and Jane Enkin.

When it came to Passover seders, where would we have been without
Zoom? My wife and I were able to follow two different seders online – at
least for a while. The Etz Chayim seder featured Rabbi Kliel Rose and
Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves sitting in the Etz Chayim auditorium – a safe
distance from each other, conducting a seder which anyone was able to join
on Zoom.

In response to an email in which I asked Rabbi Kliel if he knew how
many people tuned into the Etz Chayim seder, he responded that he wasn’t
certain of the exact number, but he believed approximately 100 people
joined the seder on Zoom. Prior registration was not required for the Etz
Chayim Zoom seder.

As for the Shaarey Zedek, Rabbi Anibal Mass conducted a family seder
that involved quite a bit of participation from others who were also fol-
lowing on Zoom. In Rabbi Mass’s case, however, anyone who wanted to
join the seder on Zoom was required to have notified him in advance. As
of Friday, April 6, Rabbi Mass said he had 40 registrants (and each regis-
trant likely had at least one other person watching.)

By the way, it was also possible to follow the Mass seder on Youtube or
Facebook. Things got a little funny  though when certain participants
would add comments without realizing that anyone else watching could
hear those comments. Still, it was an interesting endeavour.

Turning to what’s been happening with other organizations during this
time of crisis, we asked individuals associated with various organizations
to bring us up to date with what’s been happening with their organizations.

It is unlikely that any other organization was hit as hard as the Rady JCC
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Not only were all programs and activities
brought to a screeching halt, Rady JCC executive director Rob Berkowits
said (as was reported in our April 1 issue) that 160 staff had to be laid off,
not including contract workers such as aerobics and yoga instructors. 

Since those initial cuts, however, some 30 day care workers have been
brought back to work, Berkowits told me, as the provincial government
ordered day cares to get back into operation in order to provide service to
parents who were forced to leave their homes for work. 

As a result, the Kaufman Child Care Centre, which is located in the Asper
Campus, restarted operations and, as of the time of writing, had 45 children
back in its day care. If the need should rise, Berkowits added, the David &
Ruth Asper Early Years Centre, which is located on Grosvenor, would also
be brought back into operation.

Another aspect of the devastating toll that the pandemic has taken on the
operations of the Rady JCC has been the
tremendous hit the organization is taking as a
result of lost revenue from programs that have
been canceled, including camps and all the
many programs that are offered on a fee basis.

“We had to process 1700 refunds of pay-
ments” that had already been processed for
upcoming programs, Berkowits told me. You
can also add the huge loss that the cancellation
of the sports dinner will mean to the Rady JCC
when thinking of the impact that COVID-19 has
had.

In our last issue we ran an ad (free of charge)
for the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, in
which the Federation put out a call for volun-
teers to phone isolated members of our commu-
nity. According to Adam Levy, Public Relations
& Communications Director for the Federation,
as of April 8 “we are up to 115 and counting”.

I also asked Al Benarroch, Executive Director
of Jewish Child & Family Service, how many
volunteers JCFS has making calls to clients of
the JCFS who are particularly isolated during
the crisis. Benarroch said there are “15 volun-
teers” making calls – but those 15 would have
been longstanding volunteers. Benarroch had
told me previously that the JCFS did not want to
take on new volunteers yet, since many of the
organization’s clients have become familiar with
the voices of the  volunteers who have been call-
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Jewish organizations here adapt to new realities of dealing with a pandemic

Continued on page 14. See “Organizations”.



Daniel Raiskin, music director of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, 
discusses his life - from his boyhood in Soviet Russia to his coming to Winnipeg 

and his admiration for the Jewish community here
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By BERNIE BELLAN

Daniel Raiskin has been the music
director of the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra since 2018. This paper has

been remiss in not having interviewed
Raiskin until now, although to be fair to our-
selves, he is an extremely busy fellow, so
finding a time when he could sit down and
talk about his career, what life was like grow-
ing up in a Jewish family in Soviet Russia,
and how he feels about spending a good part
of his time in Winnipeg, was not easily
arranged.

But then COVID-19 suddenly took over
everyone’s lives - no matter who they are or
where they live and, without much planning
required, we were able to arrange to speak with Raiskin from his
Amsterdam home.

At the outset of our conversation, which was conducted via WhatsAapp
on Friday, April 3, Raiskin explained he’s “lived in Amsterdam for 30
years.” While he travels the world serving as guest conductor for many dif-
ferent orchestras, he “shares his time between Winnipeg and Amsterdam.
My home is both in Amsterdam and Winnipeg,” he said.

I asked him, since he’s lived in The Netherlands for so many years
whether he holds Dutch citizenship? Raiskin answered that he’s been a
Dutch citizen for 26 years, although he still “has a Russian passport, too.”

At the present time Raiskin is also resigned, like the rest of us, to remain-
ing in his Amsterdam home with his wife and two children (a son, 21, and
a daughter, 16) for the foreseeable future..

“I was actually caught here between two projects – both of which were
in Winnipeg,” Raiskin explained. “I was supposed to return to Winnipeg to
spend 10 days there, but then things began to get really cloudy and we
decided it doesn’t make any sense
for me to fly into Winnipeg and get
stuck there without my family, so I
decided to stay here.”

We discussed how The
Netherlands had taken a relatively
hands-off approach to the
Coronavirus to begin with, but as
the danger has become more appar-
ent, the liberal attitudes that most
Dutch have in being uncomfortable with seeing their liberties restricted
have begun to dissipate. 

“People here are used to going to parks and to the seaside, but I’m afraid
that on Monday (April 6) the lockdown is going to be announced,” Raiskin
observed (on April 3).

Before we began to talk about Raiskin’s musical career, I said to him that
I wanted “to take him back to his childhood in St. Petersburg.” I remarked
to him that when I was a student in Israel (a very long time ago - 1974-75
to be exact). I became friends with a girl from St. Petersburg, who bragged
to me that people from St. Petersburg were so much more sophisticated
than Israelis, also that St. Petersburg had “the best ice cream in the world.”

I asked Raiskin whether the part about the ice cream was true.
“Yes, that ‘s very true,” he responded - “at least judging from my kids’

reaction any time we go to St. Petersburg, they say ‘this is really the best
tasting ice cream.’ “

I wondered whether Raiskin was a musical prodigy as a child.
“I was not a prodigy at all,” he said. “I took up the violin when I was six

- and I didn’t ‘take it up’. I was given it. It’s an old joke that with the wave
of Russian Jewish immigration to Israel every second Russian landing in
Israel at Ben Gurion Airport had a violin in his or her hands. Those that did
not were piano players.”

“I was born into a Jewish family where music played a very important
role,” Raiskin explained.

“My father is one of the foremost Russian musicologists (who is also a
now retired physicist, Raiskin noted). One of the first sounds I heard when
I was born was my brother (who tragically died at a the age of 34) practis-
ing his cello. By the time I was six - I like to joke my mother was so tired
of carrying my brother’s cello around,  she opted for something smaller for
me: a violin.”

By the way, both Rasikin’s parents are alive and still living in St.
Petersburg, he told me. His father’s first love was always music, Raiskin
noted, but as part of the generation that grew up in the Soviet Union fol-
lowing World War II, it was unrealistic for anyone to make a career of

music, he explained. 
“He was teaching physics at a university

in St. Petersburg when he was 35, but he
graduated from a music conservatory when
he was 40. That goes to show how impor-
tant music was to him,” Raiskin observed.

“My mother stopped working a year ago
(when she was 82),” Raiskin said. “She
was a mathematician and a software pro-
grammer.”

I asked Raiskin whether his “parents
ever endured any discrimination because
they were Jewish that you can speak of? “
I added that “I didn’t want to seem naive
by asking the question (since anyone who

was following the fight of “refuseniks” in Russia attempting to leave
Russia at the time that Raiskin was growing up would have known that
anti-Semitism was rampant in that country).

“...We lived in a country with a great rate of anti-Semitism,’ Raiskin
answered. “My parents and my brother and me and friends all around us
were all subject to state-sponsored anti-Semitism. At some point my fami-
ly had also made the decision to leave (Russia), but it was too late. The
Afghanistan war had broken out and everything was hermetically sealed.
We got stuck.”

At that point I said to Raiskin that I wanted to talk about what it was like
growing up as a young Jewish boy in Russia at that time - and how much
love of music was inculcated into his and his peers’ lives.

“It was like - any given picture of Chagall has a violin in it,” Raiskin
observed. “It’s part of the Jewish heritage and DNA; this whole ‘3,000
years of endurance’. Music was one of the things that kept us from getting
alienated.”

At the same time though, Raiskin
said that “music was not something
that I particularly wanted to do. I
wanted to play football and ice
hockey with my mates outside. As a
kid you don’t want to spend hours
practising and doing scales for
hours, looking out the window of
your seventh-floor apartment while
other kids are playing outside. I

wanted to be more like them.”
“It’s very often a mistake to think that it’s the child who makes the deci-

sion at age six or seven to become a musician. Some kids are so incredibly
gifted they show a unique talent at such a young age, there’s nothing else
they want to do. I definitely don’t want to give the impression that I was
one of those kids. I was pretty much normal and not very well behaved; I
was pretty naughty.

“It was only later that I developed a real taste for music - and worked
hard to become something.”

To that point we hadn’t discussed Raiskin’s particular musical interests. I
noted that I had read in various articles and interviews that his favourite
composer was Gustav Mahler (who was also Jewish, by the way). I won-
dered when Raiskin first became interested in Mahler’s music?

“You know, in fact, Mahler was not a composer whose music was very
often played in my years in the Soviet Union,” Raiskin explained. “The
performances of Mahler were always a great event,” but it was only one or
two of his symphonies that were ever played, he noted.

“It was only with the collapse of the Soviet Union and the first Western
orchestras that started to come on European tours that we really started to
hear Mahler played. I’ll never forget the first time I heard Mahler’s Seventh
Symphony played by the Pittsburgh Symphony…I think this was when it
really hit me hard. This is the moment that I said to myself: ‘I’m going to
conduct this once’…and I did, on many occasions…I try to conduct his
music as often as I can.”

We skipped ahead to Raiskin’s first time coming to Winnipeg which, he
said, was in 2015, as guest conductor of the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra. There were two more appearances as guest conductor of the
WSO in 2017 before Raiskin was appointed as music director in 2018.

“It was a lengthy process,” he said, “but I am, in fact, already looking
back on five years of being associated with Winnipeg. It’s not like it start-
ed in 2018.”

Raiskin also observed that “no matter how successful a relationship a
music director has with an orchestra - it’s never a relationship for life. It’s
Continued on page 7. See “Raiskin”.

“I was not a prodigy at all,” he said. “I took up the vio-
lin when I was six - and I didn’t ‘take it up’. I was given
it. It’s an old joke that with the wave of Russian Jewish
immigration to Israel every second Russian landing in
Israel at Ben Gurion Airport had a violin in his or her
hands. Those that did not were piano players.”



Well, it’s been an interesting two weeks since
our last issue, hasn’t it?

As you would already know if you’re read my
story on page one, this is a particularly tough
time for The Jewish Post & News – but let me
assure you, we are not in any danger of having to
close down permanently.

We are actually in a sound financial situation –
but, as I’ve telling so many different people with

whom I’ve been speaking these past two weeks: I don’t want to drain the
coffers simply to keep the paper going when we’d be doing that at a loss
each issue.

At the same time I know how much receiving this paper on a regular
basis (or receiving it attached to an email, as is the case with what is now
our almost 120 readers who read the paper online) means to so many peo-
ple. Heck, I grew up seeing three Jewish newspapers in our home: The
Jewish Post, The Israelite Press, and Der Yiddishe Vort – not that I read
them all when I was a kid. (I actually first got turned on to reading The
Jewish Post when I started curling along with a group of other kids who
attended Talmud Torah in the 1960s. The first column I ever read in The
Jewish Post was “Behind the Glass”, which was written by several differ-
ent guys over the years.)

So, to a certain extent, there’s a responsibility that comes with running
something that has become a community institution. I am realistic enough
to know that our audience skews heavily older, but every time we run a
story about someone younger – and I post that story to our website, it gets
a huge number of views. This tells me that even young people enjoy read-
ing stories about other young people (or maybe it’s just their parents shar-
ing the story with all their friends – I can never really tell). 

The other thing that I continually harp upon in this paper is how much ex-
Winnipeg Jews have such a close attachment to this city. This past week I
was phoning a lot of people who live out of town to ask them whether
they’d like to run memoriams again, perhaps for a parent or a sibling – as
the case may be. It was so great speaking with people whose names I’ve
got to know over the years – even if I don’t always know them personally.
And, when I would tell each one of them that the reason I was calling was
because we wouldn’t be publishing an April 29 issue, and asked them
whether they would like us to publish a memoriam in our April 15 issue
instead, they were deeply upset when I told them the reason why.

Now, not all of the people with whom I spoke are subscribers to this
paper. Yet, they all bore such a close affinity for the city that was their home
growing up that the idea the Jewish newspaper might cease publishing the
print edition was terribly depressing for them to hear, they all told me. I
suppose I shouldn’t be surprised that no one said to me: “Good riddance –
we were hoping you’d disappear.” (I’m sure though that’s what a lot of peo-
ple connected to Gray Academy would be wishing.)

Speaking of Gray Academy – here I go again, you’re probably thinking -
poking fun at that school, I was speaking with some higher-ups in Jewish
organizations these past two weeks and I told them that I’m sure they
would all love to receive the kind of funding Gray Academy gets – so that
they wouldn’t be so hard pressed now to find the resources to meet the cur-
rent crisis. (I didn’t get an argument from any of those higher-ups by the
way, but I was told: Gray Academy has a lot of supporters in this commu-
nity, so they have to be very careful what they ever say about what I would
describe as a lavishly funded institution.)

As an illustration how completely out of whack the amount of funding
Gray Academy gets from a variety of sources I note here two particular
grants that school received in 2017 from the Jewish Foundation which
made my eyes roll when  I saw them in the  Foundation’s 2018 annual
report:

“$48,100 to redesign the school’s website and develop an online enrol-
ment infrastructure”

“$8,000 to create a high quality magazine that will give the school the
opportunity to robustly communicate with its stakeholders and the greater
Jewish community”

Man, what I couldn’t do with that kind of money. What the heck?
$48,000 to redesign a website and develop an online enrolment infrastruc-
ture? I’ve got a guy in Peru who, as I write this, is completely redesigning
our website (which, by the way, receives far more views than Gray
Academy’s website according to readily available analytics), for the grand
sum of $250 US.

Something else that has real-
ly hurt us has been the loss of
advertising from certain politi-
cians who were somehow per-
suaded that a competitor’s
website is “the Jewish newspa-
per” in Winnipeg. Again, our
own website is miles ahead of
that website in popularity, but
that doesn’t make one whit of
difference to those politicians.
(To be fair, it’s almost always
some lackey working for a
politician who makes the deci-

sions where a politician’s constituency allowance should be spent.)
Just to illustrate, here’s an exchange of emails we had with the executive

assistant for Myrna Driedger, MLA for Charleswood, also Speaker of the
Manitoba Legislature, when we asked that executive assistant why
Driedger never issues greetings to the Jewish community in our newspa-
per?

In response to why that is, she wrote: "Thanks but awhile ago we deter-
mined with our people at the Leg that the distribution of this paper would
not qualify as a valid expense for Myrna."

But, we wondered then, how could Driedger justify spending money on
our competitor’s website? Her brilliantly conceived answer: "According to
the Auditor in order to qualify as a valid advertising expense the ad must
qualify as likely to be read by the MLA's constituents."

Two questions arise from this Mensa society member’s answer: “How the
hell would you know whether any of your constituents read our paper, since
you never asked us?” (The answer, by the way, is yes, we do have readers
in Charleswood.) Secondly, how do you know whether any Charleswood
residents are looking at that other website? Have you taken a poll?

We have run up against that kind of total ignorance all the time from
politicians’ assistants, who don’t even know the difference between a
newspaper and a website. Or, we have to deal with Jewish organizations
which, when we ask them why, if they insist on advertising on that com-
petitor’s website, why not ours as well? (Again, I can produce analytics
that would show our website ranks millions ahead of the competitor’s in
terms of popularity.)

The answer invariably is: We’ll give some to you and some to that web-
site. We’re right back to the days when the Western Jewish News was a
thorn in our side, even when Jewish organizations would tell us: We know
yours is a much better paper and you have way more readers, but we’ll give
some to you and some to them. Oy! Listen politicians and Jewish organi-
zations: It’s not your own private money you’re playing with. It’s either the
public’s or it came from donors. 

One thing I know for certain though – if this pandemic crisis ever ends
and we return to some state of normalcy, all organizations – including
Jewish ones here, are really going to have to tighten their belts. Funding is
bound to be drastically reduced  I wonder, however, whether the same pres-
sures are going to apply to Gray Academy. Any organization that can afford
to mount an expensive lawsuit in Court of Queen’s Bench – (that is still
dragging on, a year and a half after it was first filed) to try and obtain a
$9,000 debt that could have been settled in Small Claims Court in one day
is an organization that needs to have some fiscal discipline imposed on it.

Some organizations in this city though have really gone the extra mile
when it comes to stepping up to help those members of our community
who are in the greatest need right now. I was especially impressed with
what the Gwen Selter Centre has done - as you can see in my article about
how Jewish organizations have responded to the pandemic crisis. To think
that a barebones staff, including only two kitchen staff, was able to churn
out 60 meals for needy seniors in one week, and get them delivered to those
seniors – all at absolutely no cost to those seniors, well, that is simply
amazing. Hats off to Gwen Secter Executive Director Becky Chisick and
her staff for really going the extra mile to take care of some of the neediest
members of our community.

I’ve often been told that readers enjoy reading this column because it’s as
if I’m addressing myself to you personally. This column has been described
as “quirky” or “edgy”, and I know I’m often referred to as a “s-it disturber”.
Any publication can always choose how far out on a limb it wants to go in
possibly offending readers – and potentially losing advertising support.

A long time ago though, I decided that I wasn’t going to change my
approach to taking on a lot of sacred cows in this community - or Israel, for
that matter. I’ve always been far more critical of Israel’s policies with
respect to the Palestinians than my very good friend Myron Love, for
instance, yet I enjoy reading Myron’s over the top pieces lashing out at any-
one who would dare say something bad about Israel. For that matter, any-
one who reads this paper on a regular basis would know that I’m not afraid
to publish letters to the editor that take a real strip off me. I’ve always
thought that what makes Jewish newspapers so incessantly dreary for the
most part is they go out of their way to avoid controversy.

I want to end what may be my final “Short takes” column (in print form,
at least; you’ll still be able to read my rants on our website) by saying how
upset I was to read that the Canadian Jewish News has gone out of busi-
ness (see story on page 15). I keep in touch with other Canadian Jewish
newspaper publishers and I know that, even before this pandemic hit, a lot
of them were teetering on the edge of insolvency. Yet, to see what was real-
ly the flagship newspaper for all Canadian Jewish newspapers cease pub-
lishing – and in a wealthy city like Toronto yet, with its affluent Jewish
community, it serves as a salutary lesson what might happen to all news-
papers. Thank God we still have the CBC though. Where would we be
without that outstanding institution that so ably keeps us informed even in
the most difficult of times? 

So, don’t worry – we’ll be back. I’m not sure when or how slimmed
down we’ll be when we do come back. Just like the CBC, I like to think
“venerable institution” is a term that can be used to describe this newspa-
per. (You might also say “decrepit”. See, no matter what, I won’t lose my
sense of humour.) 
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Comment/News briefs

Israelis are suffering due to coronavirus. Haredim have been made the scapegoat.
BY GEDALIA GUTTENTAG

April 8, 2020 JERUSALEM (JTA) —
Well done, Israeli media. 

After the deluge of negative headlines
over the last two weeks, when COVID-19 is
finally beaten back, it will be the scenes of
police cordoning off Bnei Brak like a
medieval plague city that will define the
corona crisis for most Israelis and interna-
tional observers.

These media attacks, which would never
be aimed at Arabs or other minorities, are
depressing because they’re so predictable.
Every crisis needs its fall guy, and so like
the Jews accused of poisoning wells during
the Black Death, Public Enemy No. 1 is
now the haredi Orthodox world. 

Accompanied by a constant drip of condescending commentary from
outsiders about haredi society’s lack of media access and slavish adherence
to rabbinic leadership, Israelis will remember the sight of riot police in Mea
Shearim, not the masses breaking lockdown to saunter along Tel Aviv’s
promenade or frolic in the parks, when they think back on the era of pan-
demic.

Headlines in national newspapers like “Israel heads to full shutdown —
because of the haredim” and “Optimistic note: Corona will send the hared-
im into the 21st century” have become the norm. Now that it’s again open
season on the haredim, Channel 12’s Rina Matzliach was able to accuse the
entire haredi public of nearly 1 million people of mass tax evasion and keep
her job.

It’s an indictment of the media coverage that the breathless stories of
schools that refused to close are well-known, but the fact that 12% of early
infections came from restaurants, most of which are not frequented by
haredim, and only 7% from yeshivas, was barely mentioned.

So to provide some of the context that the media omitted, here are a few
pointers:

Hindsight is 2020 
It was only on Thursday night after Purim that Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu addressed the country and said the school system and much of

the economy would have to shut down. But according to
medical authorities, the mass outbreak now underway
likely broke out on Purim, when gatherings of up to 100
people were still permitted; large parties took place in
Tel Aviv as much as in Bnei Brak. The horse had already
bolted out of the barn by the time authorities slammed
the door shut. 

No apologetics 
There’s no question that the haredi world has its share

of rule breakers. A disturbing trend of people suspicious
of scientific authority, and a mentality of “oiber cho-
chom” (thinking we always know best) has reared its
head again. 

But this represents a tiny part of the booming haredi
demographic. When the Netanya beachfront featured a
number of gangland killings a decade ago, no one dis-
missed it as a city of mobsters. Why are the haredim

besmirched in one go?
It’s the same story everywhere, from New York’s Borough Park to

London: In a highly distinct community, the irresponsibility of a small
minority is very noticeable. And where there are high levels of social inter-
action, the contagious nature of coronavirus has had a tragically high
impact. 

Mirror called corona
COVID-19 is a mirror that reflects society’s bigotries. When hard times

come, the natural human reaction is to look for a scapegoat. That very often
takes the shape of whichever group you’re already suspicious of. There’s a
famine? Blame the gypsies. A shortage of work? It’s the foreigners. The
haredim are Israeli society’s perennial “other,” making everyone else
uncomfortable by refusing to be normal.

That leaves me with a suggestion for the country’s journalists. If you’re
looking to tell a new story, here’s a question that doesn’t get much cover-
age: 

What do Israel’s headlines say about the biases of those who write and
read them?

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

Israeli police arrest an Ultra Orthodox Jew
during protest against government’s mea-
sures to stop the spread of the coronavirus in
the orthodox neighborhood of Mea Shearim
in Jerusalem. 

Britain’s leading Jewish newspapers to
shutter as consequence of coronavirus

By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
April 8, 2020 (JTA) — Both

of Britain’s leading national-cir-
culation Jewish newspapers, The
Jewish Chronicle and The
Jewish News, are being liquidat-
ed.

The staff of both papers will be
laid off because their parent
company, the Kessler
Foundation charity, has run out
of money due to the economic
effects of the coronavirus pan-
demic, The Guardian reported
Wednesday.

The Jewish Chronicle was
established in 1841 and is
Britain’s oldest-running Jewish
newspaper. It is listed on
LinkedIn as having about 50
employees. The Jewish News has six people listed as its journalists.

“With great sadness, the Board of the Jewish Chronicle has taken the
decision to seek a creditors voluntary liquidation of Jewish Chronicle
Newspapers Ltd,” the newspaper announced Wednesday on its website.

The Kessler Foundation is “actively working to secure a future for the
Jewish Chronicle after the liquidation,” its statement said.

Despite “the heroic efforts of the editorial and production team at the
newspaper, it has become clear that the Jewish Chronicle will not be able
to survive the impact of the current coronavirus epidemic in its current
form.”

In February, the Jewish Chronicle and the Jewish News agreed to merge
to secure the financial future of Jewish media in the United Kingdom.

The announcement came on the eve of Passover, a holiday for which
employees of many Jewish businesses receive gifts.

The Jewish media have been struggling for years in the United Kingdom
and beyond, but the coronavirus crisis caused a collapse in print sales and
advertising revenue, the Guardian wrote.

Hasidic community near Montreal under
lockdown demonstrates against police

By MARCY OSTER
April 8, 2020 (JTA) — Some 200 residents of a Hasidic community near

Montreal left their homes to demonstrate after a delivery driver was pre-
vented from entering their locked down community.

Boisbriand, a Hasidic enclave of 4,000 just north of Montreal, was
ordered into a 14-day lockdown on March 29 after a coronavirus outbreak.
Police have been controlling the entrance to and exit from the neighbor-
hood.

On Monday night police prevented a delivery driver from entering the
community because his service did not appear on the list of essential ser-
vices provided to the community, the Montreal Gazette reported. It did not
say what he was delivering.

The demonstrators left their homes to converge on the police checkpoint.
Police spoke to local leaders to defuse the situation, according to the report.

The community is home to the Tosh sect. Last month, Tosh leaders asked
Quebec authorities to help them stop the spread of disease in their com-
munity. News reports suggested at the time that the virus might have been
brought to the community by members who traveled to New York for the
Purim holiday.

Cast of ‘Shtisel’ offers video 
Passover greetings from their homes

By MARCY OSTER
April 8, 2020 (JTA) — The cast of the hit Israeli drama “Shtisel,” which

has become a worldwide sensation, released a video of Passover greetings
from the cast.

The video released Wednesday includes virtual and verbal hugs from
series producer Dikla Barkai and actors Dov Glickman (who portrays
Shulem); Michael Aloni (Akiva); Neta Riskin (Gitti);  Sasson Gabai
(Nukhem); and Zohar Strauss (Lipe).

“We’ll be back soon, as soon as this whole thing is over,” Riskin says,
referring to the coronavirus crisis.

The London-based Jewish News organized the video.
“We’ll see you all on the other side of this,” Glickman says, warning

those holding seders to stay six feet away from Elijah the Prophet when he
visits on seder night.

Filming of season 3 of “Shtisel” had been scheduled to begin in May but
has been put on hold.
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Temple Shalom - closed but not silent!
Weekly Shabbat service and much more online.
Find all streamed events at: www.facebook.com/templeshalomwinnipeg
or www.templeshalomwinnipeg.ca

Friday, April 17 – 6:15 to 7 pm
Shoah / Shabbat Service Lay led by Sherry Wolfe-Elazar & David Vamos
Saturday April 18 – 7:30 to 8:15 pm
The Song of Songs (Shir HaShirim), is read at Passover time, as spring
begins. 
Join scholar Justin Jaron Lewis and singer Jane Enkin to explore this
beautiful and mysterious book. 
Friday April 24 – 6:15 to 7 pm
Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth Livingston & David Vamos

Passover 2020 - This Night was VERY Different! 

By Rabbi Allan Finkel
In this time of pandemic, Passover was perfectly timed. 
Generally, Passover is celebrated in a joyful, intergenerational setting.

And so it was! Physical distancing was an inconvenience, not an obstacle. 
With no space limits or travel constraints, technology allowed us to

“open the door” and invite those who would otherwise be unable to attend.
Challenges were met - I taught my 89-year-old Aunt Betty how to Zoom,
while my mother was able to listen-in on her landline’s speakerphone!

Across the world, families and friends gathered at Virtual Seders, adapt-
ing the customs of the past. Innovative Seders emerged, with diverse and
profound ways to tell the Passover story. 

The reaction: “This was amazing!” “Can we do this again next year?” 
“Why is this night different from all others?” 
Isolation was banished and optimism restored.
We learned: human connection is powerful; technology can create deep-

er community; and, in difficult and changing times, our Judaism will adapt
and be experienced in ingenious ways. 

And we learned that we can - and should – reach out every day to those
dear to us.

Passover 5780 was a gift. 

Grade 12 student Alyssa Cohen 
also a cancer researcher 
while still in high school

By MYRON LOVE     
Readers of this column

may recognize Alyssa
Cohen’s name from previ-
ous postings.

Over the past ten years,
the Grade 12 Garden City
area student has taken part
in the annual Winnipeg
Music Festival and enjoyed
much success.  Over that
time, the daughter of
Robert and Sandy Cohen
has won several gold
medals playing classical
guitar. She has also per-
formed numerous times at
her schools and made
appearances at the
Planetarium, Eckhardt
Grammate Hall at the
University of Winnipeg
and at Congregation Etz
Chayim (for a Women’s
League program).

This year though, Cohen’s name was conspicuously absent from the list
of entrants at the COVID-19 shortened festival.  That’s because she has
temporarily put aside her guitar to focus on cancer research.

Yes, you read that correctly.

“I have always been interested in scientific research, specifically focus-
ing on the human brain,” she says.  “Last year, I got the opportunity to
serve as an intern in a lab setting.”

This came about because the budding researcher is a student at the Seven
Oaks School Division’s first MET School (the Metropolitan Regional
Career and Technical Center) - one of the first such Big Picture Learning
Schools in Canada. 

Big Picture Learning was established in 1995 by educators Dennis Littky
and Elliot Washor with the goal of putting students directly at the center of
their own learning. The Big Picture “big picture” was that students would
be assessed on exhibitions and demonstrations of achievement, motivation
and attributes that reflect real world evaluations and assessments rather
than solely on the basis of standardized tests.

Following in the footsteps of her older sister, Rhianna, Alyssa transferred
from Garden City Collegiate to the MET School kitty corner from the high
school (near the corner of Jefferson and Sinclair) for Grade 11.

While students at the school follow the standard curriculum, results are
based on interdisciplinary projects which they design themselves. Alyssa
Cohen’s project is focusing around her cancer research.

“Another student I know was interning at the lab (which is under the
direction of Dr. Kevin Coombs, who is also an assistant professor of micro-
biology at the University of Manitoba),” she says.  “Dr. Coombs was will-
ing to take on a second student.”

The project that Cohen is working on is a study of the affect of Zika Virus
on glioblastoma - the most aggressive type of brain tumor. (Zika virus is a
mosquito-borne virus that generally produces a combination of fever, rash,
conjunctivitis, muscle and joint pain, malaise or headache and clears up
within a week.)

“Some studies have indicated that when Zika Virus is introduced into a
case of glioblastoma, the cancer cells shrink and die off,” Cohen explains.

Over the past few months, she had been preparing cancer cells and treat-
ing them with Zika to study the effect.  “I was a couple of months away
from completing the trials and producing results when COVID-19 shut
down the lab,” she says.  “I am hoping that I will be able to finish the work
over the summer.”

Throughout the year, she had been spending two –and sometimes three
– days a week at the lab.

In September, she is looking forward to studying science at the
University of Manitoba.  She says that she would eventually like to pursue
a career in medicine which would combine patient care and research. 

And, while she has put her guitar away for the time being, she adds that
she wants to continue with her music in the future and perhaps resume par-
ticipation in the  annual music festival.

ALYSSA COHEN



Greetings to our Jewish friends from Bridges for Peace Canada!

A few months ago, we asked Bernie Bellan if he would like to interview
Rebecca Brimmer, our International CEO, who was planning a trip to
Canada and Winnipeg.  He was gracious and open to that.  Needless to
say, Becky is not coming and the world is upside down.  But Bridges for
Peace has not been de-railed, in Israel or in Canada.  So for our Jewish
friends, here are some glimpses of our current operations:

In Israel, where unemployment is above 20%, we are increasing our
assistance to needy Israelis.  As of last week, we had a million dollars of
special requests come to us, in addition to the millions we already are
spending to support 22,000 people each month - with food support, trans-
portation, home repair, medical and dental needs and so on.  

Some of these requests are from individuals, many of whom were pre-
viously on our Adoption program and know that we are a caring source of
help.  Some requests have been from organizations and communities that
we partner with in Israel.  One partner group came to us with a request to
help 40 women in the Orthodox community whose husbands refuse to
give them a divorce.  They have no recourse to child support because of
this.  Municipalities have requested help.  Shavei Israel, our frequent part-
ner in Aliyah operations, has asked us to help the B’nei Menashe, recent
immigrants from India, who have been hit hard by unemployment.
Truckloads of food were delivered to them by Bridges for Peace.

In normal times, we provide hot lunches for 400 school children.  With
schools closed, these families have been provided with gift cards to pur-
chase extra food.  And we continue to provide food in bulk to 59 agencies
and 19 municipalities.  Some of our staff are still going out to deliver
parcels to individual homes, including many Holocaust survivors.  They
have received official permits from the Jerusalem and Karmiel civic
authorities.  When they are stopped by police, they report receiving bless-
ings and thanks from those in uniform.

Here in Canada, Zoom has become our new best-friend and we are con-
necting and reaching out on-line.  In fact, the crisis is probably benefiting
us by forcing us to have a greater on-line presence.  National Director,
Peter Fast has launched a weekly broadcast called “Ignite Wednesdays,
Teachings from the Yellow Chair”.  The twin bright yellow wingbacks in
his office are a sight to see!  He has dragged one home to present weekly
teachings and updates to a Canada-wide audience.  Bridges has sponsored
prayer for Israel for years, including in home groups.  Just this week, we
launched several new prayer groups across Canada, on-line of course.  We
expect that some of these will continue after the crisis is over.

As Christians supporting Israel and the Jewish people, we are in it for the

long haul.  We look forward to seeing what G-d will do in Israel.  We have
been very encouraged by the break in the electoral log-jam and hope for the
formation of a new national government in Israel.  We see this as an answer
to the prayers of millions of Jews – and Christians!  We also marvel that
Israel has had the lowest death-rate from the corona-virus pandemic of any
nation.  And who knows?  We won’t be surprised to see medical break-
throughs coming out of Israel to alleviate the world’s present suffering.

It is our privilege and our joy to stand with you, at this time and always.
May G-d bless Israel and may   G-d bless the Jewish people.  

Sincerely,
Donald James (Rev.)
National Development Director
Bridges for Peace Canada
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Message to the Jewish community from Bridges for Peace

just the nature of the pro-
fession. It’s a marriage
for a time…It’s not the
conductors who play the

music; it’s the orchestras. It’s about 67 musicians who play.
It’s very important - the mandate we get from the musi-
cians …and at a certain point it’s time for the conductor to
go.”

However, Raiskin wanted to make clear that this is not
something he is thinking about now. With his second sea-
son cut short due to the COVID-19 pandemic, he said that,
|“more than ever  our relationship and interdependency is
being tested and I am confident we’ll get out of the crisis,
whenever this might be, stronger than ever.“

Raiskin explained that, while he is contractually obligat-
ed to conduct the WSO for 12 weeks during the year, it is
hugely important for any conductor to get out on the road as much as pos-
sible. He used the following analogy to illustrate his point: “A hockey play-
er cannot perform at the highest level of his ability if he just plays home
games. It’s also important how you perform outside.”

I noted at the outset of this article that, although Daniel Raiskin has been
music director of the WSO for two years now, we still hadn’t interviewed
him which, given that we’re a Jewish newspaper and he’s Jewish, is some-
thing that we should have done much earlier. But, since he’s now had time
to get to know Winnipeg - and its Jewish community, much better, I asked
him what his impression of our community was?

“I’m sure you’ve met Gail Asper,” I said (tongue in cheek; how could the
music director of the WSO not have met one of the foremost supporters of
the WSO - and arts in general in this city?)

“Yes, of course,” came Raiskin’s reply, “and many other people, like
Laurel Malkin, and Michel Kay and Glenna Kay. You know, Winnipeg
became a place where being Jewish for me suddenly started to matter in a
very personal and positive way. Growing up in the Soviet Union was defi-

nitely not. I was once expelled from a music
conservatory for visiting a synagogue - for the
first time, just out of curiosity.

“And when you’re in a very cosmopolitan
city like Amsterdam, with a very tragic histo-
ry of Dutch Jews - one needs to acknowledge
that there were 150,000 Dutch Jews before
the Second World War, and only 15,000 sur-
vived - so, for me, connecting to the Jewish
community here…like the first Rosh
Hashanah dinner I ever attended was…in
Winnipeg! Because some friends just took me
and my wife and said: ‘Come’. I really feel
that it matters in a very positive way that I’m
Jewish and I can connect to many people in
Winnipeg and many in  our audiences are

Jewish.”
“I feel more Jewish than ever since coming to Winnipeg,” Raiskin sug-

gested. “Jewish music is so important to me. One of the first things I
recorded as a musician - as an instrumentalist, was a complete edition of
music for viola and piano by Ernst Bloch, the foremost Jewish composer.”

At the end of our interview we discussed the devastating effect that the
current crisis is having on people’s lives - in so many ways. Raiskin said
that he was still fully involved in planning for the coming season of the
WSO - and for the season after that as well.

In terms of assessing people’s hunger for music, he had this to say: “I
think there will be a sense of growing hunger…our souls and our spirits are
being so hollowed, there will be a growing need to fill in this gap - and this
is where we can step in.”

Raiskin closed our interview with this observation: “I feel: today, more
than ever, people feel how important arts and culture are to them. We sud-
denly realize that we use art to communicate with each other!“

Raiskin
(Continued from page 3.)



GITEL MORRISON
December 14, 1930 – March 23, 2020

Our beloved mother,
mother-in-law, grand-
mother, great grandmother,
sister, sister-in-law, and
aunt died peacefully at her
home on Monday, March
23, 2020 at 89 years old.

She was a true force as
told in the book “Fugitives
of the Forest” which re-
counted the story of Jew-
ish resistance during the

Second World War. Born in Lodz, Poland, she and her
family and future husband survived with the Bielski
partisan group for the last three years of the Holocaust
after escaping from the Lida ghetto. She recorded her
story of survival for the Steven Spielberg USC Shoah
Foundation. https://collections.ushmm.org/search/
catalog/irn511138

She maintained her wonderful way of life after
leaving a displaced persons camp and settling in Win-
nipeg with her parents and younger brother, Simon.

Her warmth and generosity were like a beacon of
light to her extended family and friends. Her door was
always open to everyone and she only saw the cup as
half full. She lived fully in the present, never really
looking back to the past or worrying about the future.

Her favourite piece of jewelry was a necklace that
read “Live, love, and laugh”. People were attracted to
her honesty, warmth, and openness. She was a strong,
independent, and a beautiful woman who valued fam-
ily above all else. She will be greatly missed but never
forgotten.

She leaves behind:Her daughters Rosy (Phil
Chodirker), Sheila (Danny Rother) and son Jeffrey
(Shayla); her brother Simon (Shelly); her grandchil-
dren Lisa Chodirker (Mark Osten), Paul Chodirker
(Lainey), Lainie Weinstein (Scott), Marissa Rother
(Joey Caccavo), Megan Morrison (Aaron Clarfield),
and Brooke Morrison; her great grandchildren – Ben,
Logan, Reese, Eden, Sloane, Jayden, and Emmy. She
was predeceased by her loving parents, Lazar and
Leska Zelcovitch, her brother Yosel, and the love of
her life, her husband Morris.

Donations in her name may be made to the Friends of
Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust Studies.https:/
/www.friendsofsimonwiesenthalcenter.com/donate

Shiva will be observed privately.

In loving memory of
BENNY

GREENFELD
who passed away

April 17, 1958
27 Days in Nisan

whose life was snatched away
so tragically at the tender age
of  29.
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by your family &
friends.

62nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SOPHIE JACOB

who passed away
November 25, 2003

— Missed by all who knew and loved them especially their
children and grandchildren.

AUBIE JACOB
who passed away

April 16, 2002

18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM SHORE

who passed away
April 11, 1980

25 Days in Nissan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

BARRY FLEISHER 
Barry passed away on

March 24,2020 at the age
of 82 and was laid to rest
on March 27, 2020 at Mt.
Sinai Memorial Park in
Toronto.

He was predeceased by
his parents Sam and Anne
Fleisher, and his niece
Elana (Dil) Palay.

He will lovingly be remembered by his sons Adam
(Michelle) and Jeremy (Sarah); grandchildren  Chloe,
Benjie, and Oren; sister and brother-in-law Ethel and
Zvi Dil; nephew Michael Dil, niece Andrea Dil, cous-
ins and friends.

Barry was born and raised in Winnipeg and moved to
Toronto in 1964 after graduating in Commerce from
the University of Manitoba. He worked and lived there
until his passing. Barry was a great guy - always trying
to help others. After his retirement he attended daily
minyans at Beth Sholom Synagogue and was honored
by the shul for his involvement.

Barry loved sports. He played hockey, football and
basketball in his younger years, then tennis, squash and
golf.

Barry’s greatest treasures were his grandchildren.
Donations may be made to the Chloe Fleisher Fund

at Sick Kids Hospital (Toronto), a fund he established
that was very important to him.

Rest in peace Beryl.

j.fed.       2x2

Note: We are display-
ing four weeks of
memoriams this issue
as there will not be an
issue April 29 due to
the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.

In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF APRIL  15

everlasting
2X3

CLARA MAYER
September 6, 1932 - April 2, 2020

It is with great sadness
that we announce the pass-
ing of Clara, “Queen of the
Mayers,” at the age of 87,
in Winnipeg. Beloved by
her children Faye Kozuska,
Norm (Debra) and Sam
Mayer, grandchildren
Rachel, David (Mia), Mat-
thew (Jacqueline), Jesse
(Katrina), Seth, Marlee
(Bryce), Danielle and
grea t -g randch i ld ren ,
Drake, Terek, Calista,

Oliver and Sofia, and many nieces and nephews. Clara
is survived by her sister Mina and brother in law Eli, in
Israel; and was predeceased by Rubin, her loving
husband of 66 years, her parents, Miriam and Leib
Haim, her sisters, Paula, Silvi, Adela, Sara and son-in-
law Garry Kozuska.

Clara lived a life of quiet courage. Born in Iasi,
Romania she survived the Holocaust and as a teen, left
to become a member of Kibbutz Ramat HaKovesh. She
witnessed the birth of Israel, reunited with her family
and married Rubin. In 1960 they immigrated to Canada
to offer their children a safer life, but Clara never forgot
her love of Israel.

Clara was a wonderful cook and baker, with many
Israeli and Romanian specialties. She worked at Rubin’s
side in various grocery and restaurant ventures. Al-
ways stylishly dressed, she enjoyed card games and
large dinner parties for family and friends, regular trips
back to Israel, and other travel. But more than anything,
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren filled her
heart with joy (and she always took their sides no
matter what). She lit Sabbath candles up until the final
weeks of her life.

The family appreciates the loyal care provided by her
son Sam, Jewish Child and Family Services (JCFS),
Dr. S. Choy, and staff of the Grace Hospital 3rd floor.
Interment was April 6, 2020 at the Bnay Abraham
Cemetery. Her grandchildren Rachel, David, Mat-
thew, Jesse, Danielle and daughter-in-law Debra hon-
oured her as pallbearers. If desired, donations in Clara’s
memory may be made to JCFS.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL  22

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CYRIL

MARANTZ
who passed away

April 15, 1977
27 Days in Nisan

— Irene, Jeffrey, Sarah, Ira
David, Debra, Susan, Ellen,
William and Gary Marantz.

In Memoriam
29th Yahrzeit 24th Yahrzeit

REGINA
TARGOWNIK

who passed away
April 11, 1996

22 Days in Nissan

JOE
TARGOWNIK

who passed away
April 9, 1991

25 Days in Nissan

In loving memory of In loving memory of

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ALLAN A.
HOFFMAN
who passed away

May 5, 2008
30 Days in Nisan

Your guidance, wisdom and
humor are deeply missed.

— Loved and remembered by
his daughter, daughter-in-law
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
REVA LITMAN

who passed away
April 14, 2013
4 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, family and friends.

I.A.L.Y.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

LILY SILVERMAN
who passed away

May 4th, 1992
2 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by family and

  friends.

In loving memory of
ETHEL

SOLOMON
who passed away

April 10, 1994
29 Days in Nissan

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren,  family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
GENE

TELPNER
who passed away

May 9, 2005
30 Days in Nisan

— Remembered daily and
sadly missed by his loving
wife Fritzi, children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
GEDALIA

BERENHAUT
who passed away

May 2, 2011
28 Days in Nisan

Nine years have passed.
You are in our hearts
and in our minds
ingraned forever.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your  children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHELLEY
RUSEN

who passed away
May 2, 2005

23 Days in Nisan
— Remembered always and
deeply missed by  your
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

BELLA FROST
who passed away

May 2, 1997
25 days in Nisan

MENDEL FROST
who passed away

April 5, 2002
24 days in Nisan

In loving memory of
SAMUEL H.

UNRODE
who passed away

May 1, 2005
22 Days in Nisan

— Forever in our hearts and
in our thoughts. You are sadly
missed and lovingly
remembered by daughter
Diane and granddaughters
Rachel and Lauren.

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JOSEPH
ADLER

who passed away
April 15, 2018

30 days in Nissan
Not a day goes by when I don’t
think of you.
Everywhere I go has a memory.
I miss phoning you every day
and telling you about my day.
You’ve been the best father a
son could ever have.
Forever remembered,
Your loving son Morton and
special daughter Linda.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PHILLIP BELL

who passed away
May 6, 2000

1st day in Iyar
—Deeply loved and missed by
daughter Lynn; grand-
children  Dr. Debbie & Dr.
Neil Pollock; and great-
grandchildren Benny, Josh,
Elliot & Shoshana.

20th Yahrzeit

LARSEN
2X3

More memoriams on next page

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL  29

In Memoriam

It is with great sorrow we
remember the passing of our

beloved mother and
grandmother

BERTHA
ITSCOVICH

who passed away
May 4, 2009

10 days in Iyar
—Sadly missed by your loving
son, grandson, family &
friends.

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
JOYCE DINER

who passed away
May 1, 1997

25 days in Nisan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your family.

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SERENA

(SARAH) RIFKA
KERN

who passed away
April 27, 2012
5 days in Iyar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
NORMA

DUCHON
Who passed away on

April 15, 2013
5 Days in Iyar

Forever in our hearts.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your husband,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by daughter Ruth,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of the late
MAX

BRAUER
who passed away

June 8, 1981
6 Days in Sivan

In loving memory of the late
HELENA
BRAUER
who passed away

May 15, 2005
6 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of
LEONARD
STOLLER
who passed away

May 10, 1989
5 Days in Iyar

— Forever remembered by his
loving family and friends.

In Memoriam
31st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

ROSE LEVINE
who passed away

May 25, 2009
— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children,  grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

PINCHAS LEVINE
who passed away

April 26, 2014

In loving memory of

HELEN CRUST
who passed away

April 22, 1999
6 days in Iyar

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CONRAD CRUST

who passed away
May 9, 2014

9 days in Iyar
— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
MAYER

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

April 28, 2015
9th day of Iyar

You are forever in our hearts.
— Missed every day by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MAY 13

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
LESLIE ANN

LEVY (COREY)
who passed away

April 26, 2010
13 days in Iyar

— A gentle, kind and beautiful
young woman; sadly missed
by her husband Jeff, son
Matthew, parents Nancy and
Barry, sister and family –
Janis, Yoel, Shoshana and
Miriam Berznoger,  family and
friends.

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BERNICE
GILMORE
who passed away

May 21, 2016
13 Days in Iyar 5776

Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your

children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren

and family.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
CECIL DAVIS

who passed away
April 24, 2002

12 days in Iyar 5762
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
family and friends

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
IRVIN (OZZIE)

PLOSKER
who passed away
May 10th 2017,
14 days in Iyar

As long as we live
you will be remembered
As long as we live
you will be loved
—Your wife Sandra and
family.

In loving memory of
MOLLY VINSKY

who passed away
May 18, 1978

11 days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
LUCILLE
BRICKER
who passed away

April 23, 2007
5 days in Iyar

— Forever  remembered,
sadly missed, always in our
hearts and loved by your
children, grandchildren,
great-grandson, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ZELDA

DREMAN
who passed away

May 12, 2000
7 Days in Iyar

Our hearts still ache
with sadness
and silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know
— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BELLA
ANTEL

who passed away
May 5, 2014
6 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered by your
loving children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
APRIL  29
(Continued)

Note: We are displaying
four weeks of memoriams
this issue as there will not
be an issue April 29 due
to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.



For Jewish law authori-
ties, the coronavirus has
caused an unprecedent-
ed flurry of questions 

By BEN HARRIS 
(JTA) — The coronavirus pandemic has

upended so many parts of life that it’s perhaps lit-
tle surprise that it’s also having a significant
impact in the field of Jewish law, or halacha. The
sudden impossibility of once routine facets of
observant Jewish life has generated a surge in
questions never considered before — and modern
technology means that Jews the world over are
more able than ever to ask those questions and
share their answers.

“I don’t think there’s ever been anything like
this because of the proliferation of questions and
because of the extraordinary means of communi-
cations,” said David Berger, a historian and dean
of the Graduate School of Jewish Studies at
Yeshiva University.

Among the questions rabbis have had to con-
front during the corona crisis: Is it permissible to
constitute a Jewish prayer quorum over internet-
enabled videoconference? Can married couples
be physically intimate if the woman cannot
immerse in a ritual bath because they are closed
for public health reasons? How should burials be
handled if authorities prohibit Jewish rituals
around the preparation of bodies? Can synagogue
services be livestreamed on Shabbat?

Rabbis are also beginning to consider some
agonizing possibilities. Several Conservative
movement authorities have published papers
about what Jewish ethics has to say about med-
ical triage, anticipating a moment when doctors
may have to make difficult choices about who
gets treatment.

“This has been ‘yomam valaylah’ — it’s been
day and night,” said Rabbi Elliott Dorff, the co-
chair of the Committee on Jewish Law and
Standards, the Conservative movement’s authori-
ty on questions of Jewish law. “Once this is all
over, this is going to be a really interesting case
study of how halacha evolves quickly when it
needs to.”

In Romania, the government’s recent declara-
tion that any coronavirus fatalities had to be
buried immediately presented Chief Rabbi Rafael
Shaffer with a tortuous dilemma: What if a
Jewish person died on Shabbat? Burying the
body immediately would have resulted in a clear
violation of the Jewish Sabbath, but allowing the
body to be cremated is also a severe violation of
Jewish law.

“The burial should be done on Shabbat if nec-
essary,” Shaffer told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency after consulting with rabbinic authorities
in Israel. “If it’s the only possibility to avoid cre-
mation, then it should be done on Shabbat by

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BESSIE
FAIMAN

who passed away
May 14, 1998

18 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
ABRAHAM

(ALLEN)
STAJER

who passed away
May 6, 2004

15 Days in Iyar, 5764
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your daughter Terry
and son-in-law Jack.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
RACHEL

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

May 16, 1965
14 Days in Iyar, 5725

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BEN POTASH

who passed away
May 22, 2005

13 Days in Iyar
— Sadly missed by his
wife Sara, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In memory of
JOSEPH

RIESENBACH
who passed away

April 25, 2013
15 days in Iyar

On this the sixth anniversary of
your passing, we stand with
broken hearts.
Still reeling with the void you
left in our lives.
We will always cherish your
memory and the love we shared.
— Your wife, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ETTIE COHEN

who passed away
May 11, 2001

18 Days in Iyar
—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

MANUEL
SILVERMAN

who passed away
May 16, 2011

Iyar 12

In loving memory of our beloved parents and grandparents

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

LILLIAN
SILVERMAN

who passed away
May 17, 2014

Iyar 17

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MORRIS

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

May 6, 2001
13 Days in Iyar

A kind and gentle man
Always in our thoughts.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

RIVKA
SHKOLNIK

who passed away
May 15, 1987

16 Days in Iyar

BORUCH
SHKOLNIK

who passed away
May 4, 1983

22 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

— Sadly missed and ever remembered by their loving daughter,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ALVIN CORNE

who passed away
April 15, 2018

30 days in Nissan
Missed, cherished and loved.
— Your wife, children and
family.
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Jewish law

non-Jews.”
For the moment, that situation remains in the realm of the theoretical. But

other halachic questions are of urgent necessity. Many of the recent opin-
ions have explicitly invoked the principle of “she’at had’chak” — literally
“time of pressure,” a concept in Jewish law that permits a reliance on less
authoritative opinions in emergency situations.

“No one thinks you can permit biblical violations for a pressure that
doesn’t amount to threatening lives,” said Rabbi Aryeh Klapper, the
Orthodox dean of the Center for Modern Torah Scholarship. “But maybe
you can rely on less authoritative understandings of what the biblical pro-
hibition is.”

The Conservative movement, which tends to take a more flexible line on
matters of Jewish law than Orthodox authorities, has supported a number
of leniencies under the rubric of she’at had’chak.

In March, Dorff and his law committee co-chair, Rabbi Pamela Barmash,
issued an opinion permitting a prayer quorum to be constituted over inter-
net-enabled videoconference. That opinion, which temporarily suspended
a nearly unanimous
2001 ruling that such a Continued on page 12 . See “Jewish law”.



quorum was not permissible, would
enable the recitation of the Mourner’s
Kaddish by people isolated in their homes.
Common practice is that the mourner’s

prayer can only be said if 10 Jewish adults are gathered in one physical
location.

The law committee also has expressed support for loosening various
restrictions around physical touch between married couples should Jewish
ritual baths be forced to close. Couples that closely observe Jewish law tra-
ditionally refrain from any form of touch for the period of the woman’s
menstruation and for a week after, resuming contact only after immersion
in a mikvah.

But the committee posted a letter on its website this week from Rabbi
Joshua Heller asserting that under certain circumstances, and only for the
period of the coronavirus crisis, a woman could resume sexual relations
with her husband after showering in 11.25 gallons of water — a rough
approximation of the Talmudic measure of 40 kabim.

“I think we are learning from earlier historical epochs of crisis and tak-
ing inspiration from the flexibility that our predecessors showed,” said
Rabbi Daniel Nevins, a committee member and the dean of the rabbinical
school at the Jewish Theological Seminary.

To be sure, not all rabbis have accepted these leniencies.
After Rabbi Daniel Sperber, a liberal Orthodox rabbi in Israel, issued an

opinion permitting some forms of physical touch between married couples
should ritual baths become inaccessible, another Israeli Orthodox rabbi,

Shmuel Eliyahu, called the opinion a “complete mistake.”
Israel’s two chief rabbis, David Lau and Yitzhak Yosef, said the opinion

permitting videoconferencing at the seder was “unqualified.”
And Rabbi Hershel Schachter, a leading Orthodox authority at Yeshiva

University, wrote recently that a prayer quorum could not be constituted by
participants standing on nearby porches — even if they could all see each
other.

“The 10 men must all be standing in the same room,” Schachter wrote.
But Schachter, who has personally published no less than a dozen opin-

ions on matters related to coronavirus, has shown flexibility in other areas.
Schachter has ruled that a patient discharged from a hospital on Shabbat

can be driven home by a family member because it’s dangerous to remain
in the hospital longer than necessary and taxis carry their own risks of coro-
navirus transmission. He has said that isolated individuals who suffer from
psychological conditions that might endanger their lives if they were
unable to communicate with family may use phone or internet to commu-
nicate on a Jewish holiday.

And in a ruling that has wide applicability at a time when many people
are preparing to host Passover meals for the first time, he suggested a
workaround for the obligation of immersing utensils in a ritual bath before
using them. Since baths are now closed for such purposes, Schachter ruled
that one could use the utensils without immersion by first declaring them
legally ownerless — a workaround that would normally not be permitted.

Many rabbis have expressed concern that such loosening of the rules,
even if expressly done only to address a pressing (and presumably tempo-

rary) need, might nevertheless create new norms
of behavior that will outlast the current crisis. If
so, it wouldn’t be the first time.

According to a recent article by Rabbi Elli
Fisher, during the 19th-century cholera epidem-
ic, there were so many mourners that Rabbi
Akiva Eger, who led the Jewish community in
Poznan, Poland, ruled that it was permissible for
many mourners to recite the Mourner’s Kaddish
simultaneously. At the time, the practice was that
only one person recited Kaddish at a time.

Given the numbers of the dead, that practice
would have left people with few opportunities to
recite the mourner’s prayer. The practice of recit-
ing the Mourner’s Kaddish as a group remains
the dominant one in synagogues today.

“I do think that our people are wise enough and
insightful enough to understand the difference
between this crisis situation and normal situa-
tions,” Barmash said. “I think in some sense that
fear is giving in to a low opinion of our people.
And I think that our people are wise and insight-
ful and do recognize the distinction.”
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Letter/COVID-19

Ed. note: In our last (April 1) issue we ran a story about the children of
Jewish mobsters. That story elicited a fascinating response from reader Jim
Manishen - who revealed to me that I have my own familial connection to
a mobster who was originally from Winnipeg. We present Jim’s letter here,
along with some of the clippings Jim sent.

By the way, if you have some skeletons in your closet that you’d also like
to share with the community, please let me know. I could at least publish
them to our website. And remember, just because someone may have been
a lawyer or a politician doesn’t necessarily make them a crook! (I can get
away with that now because who knows whether we’ll be back?)

Here’s Jim’s letter:
Hi Bernie,
Was interested to read of your interest in Jewish mobsters with a

Winnipeg connection. Did you know that there was a famous one connect-
ed to your and my wife families on the Altman side?

Sue Greene (Ed. note: my great-aunt), and  Bessie Lichter, my wife’s
mother were sisters as you know. They had a brother Harry Altman (1900-
1950) who was one of the original Detroit Purple Gang members - a found-
ing one no less. This all-Jewish gang was one of the most famous and most
vicious of its time, equal to the Capone gang with whom they worked on a
number of “projects” that allegedly included the St Valentine’s Day mas-
sacre.

Harry went to Detroit around 1918 to be with his older brother, both seek-
ing employment opportunities. Harry got involved with a bad element and
stayed with it, dying in prison in 1950.

He gets six mentions in “Off Color: The Violent History of Detroit’s
Notorious Purple Gang” by Daniel Waug

So a fascinating story here that hits
close to home.

Have a Happy Pesach!
Jim

Harry Altman (above), and
a clipping from a police file

with his mugshot and
description at right

Further to Jewish mobsters

Jewish law
(Continued from page 11 .)
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Jewish Radio Hour
In these stressful and unprecedented times,

please stay home - and listen to The Jewish Radio
Hour!  Blaybt gezunt - stay healthy.    

Jewish Radio is a Winnipeg institution predating
many of the others.  It was started almost 80 years
ago by Moshe Cantor and continued by Noah
(Noyakh) Witman. After Witman's death, for
almost 20 years, until his retirement in 2019, Sid
Halpern served as Executive Producer.  He was the
"neshome" - the heart and soul of The Jewish
Radio Hour.  It was a labour of love. As well as
hosting interesting and informative programs, he
organized things and secured financing so we
could continue. The show has been hosted by a
group of volunteers. We are not supported by The
Jewish Federation but are an integral part of the
community, keeping our rich culture and heritage
very much alive.

We would like to thank all of our sponsors and
supporters,  which include Gunn's Bakery, Tova
and Larry Vickar, The Jewish Post & News, The I
L Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust,  The
Group For Yiddish Heritage, and the other gener-
ous individuals who help support our endeavor.
We also would like to thank all of our loyal listen-
ers and the Radio Station CKJS from where we
broadcast. .

Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour from 1:30 -
2:30 PM CDT every Sunday in Winnipeg on CKJS
810 on the AM radio dial, or live on the Internet at
the same time http://www.ckjs.com or using the
CKJS app or the iHeart radio App 

If you have comments or questions about our
shows you can call Rochelle Zucker at 204 334
0246  or email: rochellezucker@gmail.com

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
The Dybbuk is one of the most famous

Yiddish plays and films. Written by S. Anski
before World War One, the Dybbuk is a spirit of
a man who died before his weeding. He then
possesses the body of the woman he loves until
he agrees to forgive the people who did him
wrong. A modern reading in the days of Corona
may suggest the Dybbuk is Yiddish culture that
still possesses us today sending us important
warnings from the other world. Time to look
inside ourselves. A happy healthy Peysekh. 
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Italy approves experimental 
Israeli drug used to treat 

hospitalized corona patients
(April 8, 2020 / JNS) The Israeli biopharma-

ceutical firm Redhill Biopharma has treated a
coronavirus patient in Israel with an experimental
drug that aims to lessen symptoms, following
Italy’s approval of its use, The Jewish Chronicle
reported on Tuesday. 

A coronavirus hospital patient with respiratory
complaints was given the drug following approval
from Israel’s Health Ministry under a compas-
sionate-use program, which is when medical pro-
fessionals treat patients with experimental drugs
not as part of clinical trials, under special circum-
stances and with the approval of medical authori-
ties. 

The drug, called opaganib, has undergone test-
ing, but has yet to be approved for general use. It
was designed to have anti-cancer, anti-viral and
anti-inflammatory properties. 

Opaganib is expected to be used on additional
patients in Israel in the coming days and has
already been tested on 131 people in the United
States. Italy approved the use of the drug for
approximately 160 patients across three hospitals
in the northern part of the country, which has been
particularly hard-hit, according to The Jewish
Chronicle.



ing them on a regular basis, and they
might become confused to hear a stranger
calling them.

The Simkin Centre, just like any other
personal care home, has had to take extraordinary measures to insure the
safety of both its residents and staff.

In a letter sent out by Simkin Centre CEO Laurie Cerqueti, she gave a
detailed accounting of all the changes that the facility has undergone in
recent weeks, including:

The front entrance is now the only entryway for staff into the building so
that we can ensure full screening of everyone entering the building.

20 extra bedside tables have been ordered to assist with social distancing
during resident meal times.

All vendor supplies are now dropped off only at the receiving entrance
and are not being brought into the building as was normally done prior to
this.

A system has been developed for Resident supplies being brought by

family.  They are now left on a table in the vestibule and items are being
wiped down with an antiviral wipe prior to being distributed to the care
areas.

Dr. Koven, our Medical Director, is now the only MD that will be onsite
to assess Residents.  He does not attend other sites at this time so is less
likely to bring COVID-19 into our building. Other MDs will respond to
phone calls from nursing and do virtual visits is able.

Over 95% of all staff have now been trained in feeding and swallowing
so that we can all help to ensure that are Residents are being fed. Currently,
about 52% of our Residents require assistance with meals. Helping
Residents with meals has brought joy and new purpose to staff that would
not have previously been involved in Resident care.

We have prepared for the eventuality that many staff and managers may
be living at the Centre.  We have ordered extra mattresses for staff to sleep
on, purchased toiletries for staff, and purchased portable cell phone charg-
ers.

Finally, the Gwen
Secter Centre has
stepped up to fill a void
left by the inability of
Meals on Wheels to take
on any new applicants.
Gwen Secter Executive
Director Becky Chisick
told me that the kitchen
staff (which consists of
only two women, Galina
Melenevska and Cathy
Koltowski) had been busy
all week the week of
March 30-April 3 prepar-
ing some 60 meals for
seniors who had been
unable to register for
Meals on Wheels. 

What is even more
extraordinary is that
Gwen Secter provided
those meals at no cost. When I asked Chisick how she was able to do that,
she said that she used a previously awarded “New Horizons for Seniors”
grant that had originally been meant for different programs at the centre.
As well, some additional funding came from the Azrieli Foundation,
Chisick said.

I spoke with Chisick when I was at Gwen Secter to pick up food orders
which I had volunteered to deliver on April 1, the day of the first seder. I
asked Chisick whether Gwen Secter would be able to handle any addition-
al requests from seniors for meals. She said that was absolutely the case,
and that there was going to be additional funding coming that would allow
Gwen Secter to provide meals to even more needy seniors. Chisick asked
me to let any senior who might be requiring meals to contact her at 204-
339-1701.
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Community news

What do all great women
have in common?  They just
won’t take no for an answer. 

Neither will Sarah London.
When someone puts an
obstacle  in her  path she just
powerd right through it. 

When the whole world
closed down because of the

Corona Pandemic  there were no more live comedy
shows - so this Winnipegger just went on Instagram
and created her own. The first Instagram open mic she
did was on March 15 . For the first five days it operat-
ed on an ongoing basis, but, since then she has just got
busier and busier. 

Sarah, a University of Winnipeg student, is studying
rhetoric and business. Because she, like other students,
is now studying online, she plans on continuing to
operate her open mic when she can find someone else
to host it. Another local comedian, Karlee Lilijgren, has
already participated in one of Sarah’s open mic shows
and says that she would again because it was a lot of
fun.

Sarah says that she’s grown up in Winnipeg , “in Wolseley, my entire life.
I had a a sort of jewish upbringing: high holidays celebrated with family,
debating around the dinner table, watching Adam Sandler movies my sis-
ter and I were too young to be watching—but we’re not a religious house-
hold.”

Sarah was in the Hebrew bilingual program at Brock
Corydon School, but she says she has never been particu-
larly involved in the Jewish community. She attended
Kelvin High school where she began  participating in
improv; in her senior year they made it to nationals. Even
though she hasn’t done any improv since high school she
credits it with helping her develop a “strong and creative
foundation for stand-up.“ 

Although Sarah just started doing stand-up comedy in
the last two years, she is already making a name for her-
self with her edgy, dark, but cute comedy. She can get
away with a lot of material that other people shouldn’t
attempt because she isn’t opposed to playing up her youth
and is used to performing wearing a backpack. 

To illustrate her edgy humour, one of my favourite
jokes that I heard Sarah tell is about how she looks like
Anne Frank - if Anne Frank had been on Instagram. She
says her comedy influences are Nate Bargatze, Beth
Stelling, and Sam Morril amongst others. Julian Rowan,
a comedian and host at Rumor’s Comedy Club, said Sarah
is one of his favourite new comedians. 

Anyone interested in participating on Sarah’s open mic can submit one to
two minute comedy clips, which Sarah will then post on her Instagram
channel, @comedy_open_mic,  after she introduces them.

If she keeps writing hilarious jokes and not taking no for an answer she
has a bright future ahead of herself in stand-up comedy. 

Comedian Sarah London takes to Instagram to host “open mic’ comedy

By

ADAM SCHWARTZ

SARAH LONDON

Organizations
(Continued from page 2.)
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The very capable kitchen staff of the Gwen
Secter Centre, which has been churning
out free meals for needy seniors, seen here
with Gwen Secter Executive Director
Becky Chisick.
(l-r): GALINA MELENEVSKA , BECKY
CHISICK, CATHY KOLTOWSKI
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VIRTUAL
connect.

Here for you while you can’t be here.

Dear Rady JCC Members, 

Rady JCC 
Virtual Connect

 

 

Rady JCC

Ed. note: This story is one that I had been dreading to see. The Canadian
Jewish News has been a hallmark of superior journalism for years. It was
the model for all other Jewish newspapers in Canada.

April 3, 2020 MONTREAL (JTA) — Canada’s flagship national Jewish
newspaper, the Canadian Jewish News, became a coronavirus casualty
after it announced that its April 9 issue would be its last after 60 years in
business.

“Unfortunately, we too have become a victim of Covid-19,” president
Elizabeth Wolfe said in an official statement Thursday on the Canadian
Jewish News website. “Already struggling, we are not able to sustain the
enterprise in an environment of almost complete economic shutdown.” 

Canadian Jewish News will cease both its print and online editions. 

The weekly, launched January 1, 1960 under the edi-
torship of Myer Nurenberger, fell victim to the eco-
nomic devastation of the COVID-19 pandemic after
struggling to stay afloat since coming to the brink of
closure once before, in 2013. It revived after a
groundswell of community support. 

At the time, the newspaper let go of about 50 staffers
in Montreal and Toronto and relaunched with new edi-
torial leadership, a fresh look and layout, and a trendier variety of content.
But losses continued to mount and the paper succumbed to the economic
woes brought on by the coronavirus outbreak, said Wolfe. (Wolfe is a mem-
ber of the board of directors of 70 Faces Media, JTA’s parent company.) 

The staff was informed of the newspaper’s demise via video-conference
call. Its circulation at its demise was about 32,000.

Following are excerpts from the statement posted to the CJN website by
Elizabeth Wolfe, president of the Canadian Jewish News (and daughter of
the late Ray Wolfe, who was driving force behind the CJN for years):

f Everywhere we have seen the devastating impact of COVID-19. It has
attacked every aspect of life as we know it, and we are all struggling to
cope with the upheaval. We had hoped that The CJN could play some small
role to inform, console and distract our readers as we all isolate at home,
worried about our families, our friends, our medical caregivers, all those
risking their lives to provide essential services, our businesses and liveli-
hood, our community, our country, our world.

It is with great regret that we have realized that we will be unable to do
so. Unfortunately, we too have become a victim of COVID-19. Already
struggling, we are not able to sustain the enterprise in an environment of
almost complete economic shut down. It is with deep sadness that we
announce the closure of our beloved CJN, both in print and online.

In the spring and summer of 2013 we saved The CJN from its announced

demise. At that time, I consulted with a number of community leaders,
including my mother, Rose Wolfe, a longtime board member of The CJN
and community leader. Her response at the time surprised me. She said: “It
had a good run. Everything has its season. It is time.”

That response did not sit well with me, as I was not satisfied that we had
done everything possible to save The CJN, especially given our family’s 40
year association with the paper. I was not willing to give up without anoth-
er try. With the support of the board of directors, we re-organized, restruc-
tured and created a new version of the paper and website to serve the
Canadian Jewish community. Against all odds, our friends, advertisers and
readers recognized how important it was to maintain The CJN as a platform
to inform and engage Canadian Jewry.

The outcry at the time encouraged our efforts. It did not, however, trans-
late into widespread support for The CJN, although our dedicated sub-

scribers, advertisers and friends kept us afloat. Despite
the challenges facing print journalism everywhere, we
managed to survive, printing 100 editions (50 each in
Toronto and Montreal) annually as well as supplements
and periodic magazines, and providing digital access
through our website.

We have not been immune to the decline of the indus-
try, although our decline has been slower than most. Our

bottom line showed small profits early on, to start to rebuild our lost
reserves, became barely break-even shortly thereafter, and then recently
succumbed to increasing losses. The economic devastation striking our
community has also affected The CJN. The CJN suffered from a pre-exist-
ing condition and has been felled by COVID-19.

Our board of directors and management agree that, while we are com-
mitted to our community and our readers, our first obligation is to our staff,
many of whom have been with The CJN throughout their careers. On
behalf of all our readers, I want to extend an enormous thank you to all of
The CJN staff who have provided Canadian Jewry with a much needed
connection to community.

I have no doubt that there will be another outcry from the community,
particularly from those readers who rely on the print edition as their source
of information, and perhaps, their connection to the Canadian Jewish com-
munity. It is my hope that members of our community will recognize the
need for a national platform and that a new CJN will emerge.

Please know that we have done everything in our power to continue The
CJN for as long as possible. It is with tears in my eyes that I conclude: It
had a good run. Everything has its season. It is time.

Elizabeth Wolfe
President, Canadian Jewish News

Canadian Jewish News ceases publication

By MARCY OSTER
April 6, 2020 JERUSALEM (JTA) — The founder of the Boycott,

Divestment and Sanctions movement against Israel said that if Israel
invents a vaccine for the coronavirus, those who reject normalization with
Israel by boycotting it can still be given the vaccine.

Omar Barghouti made the comments in a Facebook live Arabic-language
webinar Sunday, April 5,  titled “BDS and Anti-normalization: The most
important strategies to fight against the deal of the century, even in the time
of COVID-19.”

Barghouti said that Israel should not be allowed to use the coronavirus
crisis to maintain relations with the Palestinian Authority and with other
Arab states.

He also said, according to the Jerusalem Post: “if you use medical equip-
ment from Israel — it’s not a problem. Cooperating with Israel against the
virus – to begin with, we do not consider it normalization.”

The same is true of other medical breakthroughs, he said.  “If Israel finds
a cure for cancer, for example, or any other virus, then there is no problem
in cooperating with Israel to save millions of lives,” he said.

He pointed out, the Jerusalem Post reported, that “up until now, we have
not been in a situation where we need Israel urgently and no one else can
save us but Israel. If that will happen, saving lives is more important than
anything else.”

The description of the webinar in the Facebook post accused Israel of
exploiting Palestinian workers in the country by not offering them protec-
tion against the virus, and accused Israel of “intensifying the looting of the
land and arrests, oppression and killing, while normalization continues
with the Arab official system.”

BDS founder: Israel-invented coronavirus 
vaccine would be OK for boycotters to use

Space for this ad is donated free of charge by The JP&N
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Books/COVID-19

Three Winnipeg–born writers nominated
for Western Canada Jewish Book Awards

Two Win-
nipeg writers
along with
one writer
who was born
in Winnipeg
and who now
lives in
Va n c o u v e r
have been
nominated for
W e s t e r n
C a n a d a
Jewish Book
Awards. 

A program
of the JCC
Jewish Book
Festival, the Western Canada Jewish Book
Awards “celebrate excellence in writing on
Jewish themes and the achievements of authors
from Western Canada”.

Historian Allan Levine has been nominated
for the Pinsky Givon Family Prize for Non-fic-
tion for his history of the Jews of Canada, titled
“Seeking the Fabled City”.

Former Winnipegger Rhea Tregebov, who
now lives in Vancouver, has been nominated
for the Nancy Richler Memorial Prize for
Fiction for her novel “Rue des Rosiers”.

Children’s writer Harriet Zaidman has been
nominated for the Diamond Foundation Prize
for Children/Youth for her history of the 1919
Winnipeg General Strike, “City on Strike”.

Winners will be announced in the  fall.

ALLAN LEVINE
nominated for 
“Seeking the 
Fabled City”

RHEA TREGEBOV
nominated for

“Rue des Rosiers”

HARRIET ZAIDMAN
nominated for

“City on Strike”
While everyone has been stuck in their homes, Loren Cohen saw an arti-

cle about the need for face masks, both inside and outside of hospitals.
Based on designs from Toronto’s Michael Garron Hospital, which was
looking for homemade cloth masks for people leaving the hospitals, she
began to make face masks at the start of April 2.  

Loren has been sewing since she was a child and decided to put that skill
to use to help increase safety for people in the community.  In addition, she
decided to donate the funds raised to Leket Israel, which is the leading food
rescue organization in Israel.  In this way she can also help Israeli’s who
are suffering from this pandemic.

She had thought she would just make a few for friends, but people have
found out about the masks through social media and word of mouth and the
demand has been increasing.

The masks are made of pre-washed cotton and Loren is offering a wide
variety of patterns. Each mask also contains an inward-facing pocket that
can hold an additional filter should you so desire.

Loren Cohen is 22 years old and lives in Toronto. She is the daughter of
Joy Kaufman & the granddaughter of Nora Kaufman.

Loren Cohen makes face masks at home
and donates funds raised to Leket Israel

Above: Sample of a face mask
being made by 22-year-old
Loren Cohen at home. Right:
Loren Cohen


