
April 25, 2021 PARIS
(JTA) — Over 20,000
protesters, many of them
Jewish, gathered in Paris
to protest the French high
court’s decision not to try
a man who killed a Jewish
woman while screaming
about Allah.

Under the banner of
“Justice for Sarah Halimi,”
the rally Sunday at
Trocadero Square, over-
looking the Eiffel Tower,
reflected the widespread
indignation many French Jews feel at the April 14 ruling by their country’s top court.
The decision affirmed lower courts’ findings that Halimi’s killer, Kobili Traore, was
unfit to stand trial for Halimi’s 2017 murder because Traore’s consumption of mari-
juana had made him temporarily psychotic.

Critics of the ruling said that Traore appeared to be in control of his actions during
and after the murder. A lower court said that Traore killed Halimi, a 65-year-old
physician, because she was Jewish. He called her a demon and shouted “Allah is the
greatest” as he pummeled her in her third-story apartment, which he entered by force.

He then threw her out the window and shouted, “A lady fell down from the win-
dow!” to cover up his actions, witnesses said. He left the scene, allegedly to escape,
and was arrested on a nearby street.

Traore, an immigrant from Mali and a neighbor of Halimi’s, was 27 when he killed
her.

Others have argued that even if Traore was psychotic at the time of the murder, he
was criminally liable when he took the drugs that made him psychotic and should
therefore stand trial. He has no documented history of psychiatric problems.

At the rally on Sunday in Paris, which was held under tight security in a cordoned-
off enclosure, the umbrella Jewish organization CRIF played a video on a giant
screen in which French Chief Rabbi Haim Korsia demanded another “trial of facts”,
even if it ends without a sentence.

The rally is the first time in decades that a large number of French Jews have gath-
ered to protest against institutions or actions of the French state.

Organized by CRIF, the rally aimed “to show our astonishment at a decision that
conforms to the the law, but not to justice.”

French President Emmanuel Macron has said he would advance legislation to pre-
vent criminals from avoiding trial by using an insanity defense for actions commit-
ted under the influence of drugs.

Some Jewish organizations have used harsh language in describing the case. The
conservative Europe-Israel group called the Halimi trial “the new Dreyfus Trial,”
referring to the false anti-Semitic treason charges infamously leveled at a French-
Jewish officer in 1894 that have long been seen as an illustration of  institutional anti-
Semitism in purportedly liberal European societies.

In addition to the rally in Paris, additional protest rallies are planned for Sunday in
Marseille, Strasbourg and Lyon. Rallies are also scheduled in front of French
embassies and consulates in Washington D.C., Los Angeles, Miami, Rome, London,
Tel Aviv and the Hague.
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Combined Jewish Appeal 
raises record amount in midst 

of pandemic during 2020 
By BERNIE BELLAN

When we saw the
announcement
in the last issue

of the JP&N by the
Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg that the
Combined Jewish
Appeal’s final tally for
2020 was $6,439,994,
we were pleasantly sur-
prised. After all, no one
needs to be reminded
how difficult a year 2020
had been for most peo-
ple.

So, we decided to ask
Rebecca Brask, who is
Chief Development
Officer at the Federation,
if she could answer some questions about last year’s campaign.

Here are the questions we posed, along with Rebecca’s
answers:

JP&N: What was the actual target of the CJA campaign (or
was there even a target?) 

Brask: Heading into this campaign in September we were very
unsure of what to expect and so we decided to not increase the
goal from the previous year and remain at a $6 million goal. 

JP&N: Remind me how much you raised in 2019.
Brask:The 2019-2020 CJA Campaign raised $6,005,140

JP&N: Was there an increase in the number of donors? If so,
by what number?

Brask: The 2019 CJA Campaign had 2101 donations (or
household donations) and the 2020 Campaign had 2097 dona-
tions, so a difference of 4 donations. However, what is also
notable is that there was an average increase of 8% per donation
this year, meaning that many donors decided to increase their
support of the CJA in 2020. 

JP&N: I assume large donors stepped up their contributions.
Was that typically the case?

Brask: There were a few factors that went into this year’s cam-
paign having such a large increase, one of which was the Covid-
19 Social Services Matching Fund we were able to access
through the Jewish Federations of North America. Through this
fund, and three

REBECCA BRASK
Chief Development Officer 

Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

Continued on page 2. See “CJA”.

In protest rallies, tens of thousands of Jews in France
and beyond demand ‘justice for Sarah Halimi’

A crowd of more than 20,000 people took part in the
demonstration in memory of Sarah Halimi in
Trocadero square, Paris, April 25, 2021. (Andrea

Savorani Neri/NurPhoto) 



A 1998 Spielberg-produced Holocaust
documentary will be streamed on Netflix

By SHIRA HANAU
(JTA) — An Oscar-winning docu-

mentary about the experience of
Hungarian Jews during the
Holocaust that was produced by
Steven Spielberg will be made
available for streaming on Netflix.

“The Last Days” will be remas-
tered from the original 35 mm film
before its streaming release on May
19.

T h e
d o c u -
mentary,
which won the Academy Award for best docu-
mentary feature in 1998, tells the stories of five
Hungarian Jews who survived the Holocaust.
One was Tom Lantos, who would go on to
become a congressman from California from
1981 to 2008.

The film follows the survivors after the war
as they return to their hometowns, as well as
visit the ghettos and concentration camps
where they were imprisoned.

Spielberg was an executive producer together
with the USC Shoah Foundation, which he
founded after directing the 1993 Oscar-winning
film “Schindler’s List” about the life of
German industrialist Oskar Schindler and the
Jews he saved during the Holocaust. The foun-
dation houses more than 55,000 Holocaust tes-
timonies.
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extremely generous local donors, we
were able to raise an additional $230,000
in directed donations, which has already
been distributed to Jewish Child and

Family Service and the Gwen Secter Creative Living Center for specific
community needs related to Covid-19. We also received an incredible one-
time gift of over $150,000 specifically for this year’s campaign and com-
munity needs. We don’t expect either of these gifts to renew next year and
so will base our targets for the 2021-2022 campaign excluding these
amounts. 

Large donors did contribute more to the Campaign this year with 97
donors of $10,000 or more compare with 90 in 2019. 

JP&N: How does Winnipeg’s campaign compare with what you know
about other cities’ campaigns?

Brask: We believe it was mixed.  Some other Federations maintained a
status quo but had successful Campaigns. 

JP&N: While it may seem unusual that the CJA campaign saw an
increase in donations during a pandemic, I’m not at all surprised. Do you
want to say something about what it says about our Jewish community
here?  

Brask: We have always said we have a very generous community, that
always punches above its weight for a city of our size. We have all been
humbled by the generosity and care our community has shows for each
other during this time.

This is a quote from our CJA Co-Chair Neil Duboff: 
“The response to the COVID-19 pandemic has shown our Jewish com-

munity at its best. From the launch of our community-based response fund,
to the increases in donations to the Combined Jewish Appeal, our commu-
nity’s generosity is showing up both to help the community organizations
challenged by the pandemic and recognize the ongoing need for support of
our beneficiary agencies. Confronted with the pandemic individual Jewish
community charity has been responsive and engaged. We could not be
more grateful.”

CJA
(Continued from page 1.)

Shalom Residences 
annual campaign underway

Shalom Residences Foundation Inc. is currently conducting a fundraising
campaign to replace the Annual Lottery Dinner usually held in June.

Chair of this year’s dinner campaign is Elaine Paul.
As in 2020, this important and very enjoyable event is not possible due

to the pandemic. 
Shalom Residences Foundation Inc. raises funds to assist Shalom

Residences Inc. to provide comfortable stable homes and a high quality of
support to adults who have intellectual disabilities.

Donations to Shalom Foundation can be made through Shalom
Residences admin office 204-582-7064, 1033 McGregor Street,
Winnipeg, Mb. R2V 2H4 

Your support is greatly appreciated.  We look forward to holding a 2022
Lottery & Dinner!

With help from Operation Ezra,
Yazidi newcomer launches new

food delivery business
With the help of Operation Ezra,

Yazidi newcomer Safya Maroo has
launched her own new business! 

In an email received from Michel
Aziza, who has been a driving
force behind Operation Ezra,
Michel writes: “Safya has set up a
small catering business which has
been a dream of hers since she was
privately sponsored by the
Operation Ezra project and came to
Winnipeg as a refugee in 2016 with
her husband and three young chil-
dren.

“Safya has been working at Cafe
Carlo for the last two years and
throughout the pandemic.  She
received her formal food handling certificate last October and has booked
a supervised commercial kitchen on Donald street where she will cook and
deliver traditional Yazidi dishes we have come to enjoy over the past few
years every Sunday evening.”

On her website, Safya writes: “Sharing the traditional foods of Yazidi
culture has been a dream of mine since I came to Winnipeg as a refugee
with my husband and children in December, 2016.

“I developed a passion for cooking living in Northern Iraq. I found a
sense of joy and peacefulness in the kitchen even when life around me was
not so calm.

“I hope you will try many of the items from the menu I have created and
that you will gain a sense of Yazidi culture by enjoying the healthy and fla-
vorful foods from Safya’s Kitchen.”

Michel Aziza added: “We have now successfully completed a four week
pilot program and are ready to help Safya launch Safya’s Kitchen. We hope
that you will participate by ordering and enjoying her delicious food.” 

Orders can be placed directly online at www.safyaskitchen.com. 
Please place your order before the end of the day on Thursdays for deliv-

ery on Sundays between 5-6 p.m. 

SAFYA MAROO



An e w l y - f o r m e d
Muslim organiza-
tion aimed at com-

bating Antisemitism
announced itself to the
world on Wednesday,
April 7, with its inaugural
program – a virtual com-
memoration of Yom
Hashoah – and a Muslim

call to action against global Antisemitism.  In fact,
the Council of Muslims Against Antisemitism
(CMAA) bills itself “as the first global Muslim
organization dedicated solely to fighting
Antisemitism in all its guises”.

“We received a fantastic response to our event,”
reports Toronto-based Raheel Raza, a member of
the new organization’s steering committee. “We
had 140 people sign on and 125 watched in real
time.  There were naturally some naysayers, but
99% of our viewer responses were positive.  We had
many participants from the Jewish community.”

Raza notes that while the CMAA is brand new, she and other like-mind-
ed Muslims have been working on this issue for the past decade.  Her fel-
low steering committee members include her husband, Sohail, a frequent
commentator and lecturer on international politics and Islam, entrepreneur
and communications professional Rimmel Khan, York University student
leader and human rights activist Salman Sima, and Muslim feminist leader
Soraya Deen from California.  The CMAA’s advisory board is made up of
seven prominent individuals from America, England, Switzerland, Saudi
Arabia and Pakistan.

“We are putting together lists of supporters from throughout the Arab and
Muslim  world,” she says.

Raheel Raza is President of The Council for Muslims Facing Tomorrow
(of which Sohail is alos a director), founding member of The Muslim
Reform Movement, author of the book “Their Jihad – Not My Jihad”,
award winning journalist, public speaker, and advocate for human rights,
gender equality and dignity in diversity. She has appeared in print and on
TV and radio numerous times including CNN, BBC Hardtalk, Real Time
with Bill Maher, and Al-Jazeera, and has been invited to speak at universi-
ties and other forums worldwide.  

She notes that she was accredited for five
years to the United Nations Human Rights
Council in Geneva. “There was constant con-
demnation of Israel,” she recalls.  “I visited
Israel myself for the first time 15years ago and
that changed the way I thought about Israel and
its people.  I learned about the country and have
been back 13 times.

“I have spoken out on behalf of Christians
being persecuted in the Muslim world, Yazidis
and Uighurs. Why shouldn’t I also speak out
against discrimination against Jews?

“Antisemitism,” she adds, “is not just a
Jewish problem.  It is a human rights problem
and a global problem. For far too long, we have
seen Antisemitism growing. Although it may be
politically incorrect in some quarters to speak
out against Antisemitism, it is time for people
worldwide as well as in the Muslim communi-
ty to stand with the Jewish People lest the next
generation also becomes infected by this

scourge.”
Raza and her fellow CMAA members believe that education is the key to

combating Antisemitism.  The CMAA, she notes, will be hosting more
panel discussions on the subject, providing speakers, promoting interfaith
dialogue between Muslims and Jews, and publically condemning
Antisemitism in any form, anywhere it rears its head.

She points out that there is a growing body of support for Jews and Israel
in the Arab and Muslim world but,  in the past most Muslims were reluc-
tant to voice such views because of fear of a social backlash. However,
with the signing of the Abrahamic Accords, negotiated by the Trump
Administration last fall, many more Muslims have been willing to speak
up.

“We have started the ball rolling,” she says.  “It is going to take time. But
we at the CMAA are dedicated and committed to this path and will not stop
until we have succeeded.”

New international Muslim association created to fight against anti-Semitism
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Let’s protect 
each other. 

Plan to get the COVID-19 vaccine as soon as it’s 
your turn, and encourage your friends and family 

to do it, too. Sign up at ProtectMB.ca
when you’re eligible and for information about the 
biggest vaccine campaign in Manitoba’s history. 

By

MYRON LOVE

RAHEEL RAZA

Quebec court upholds law banning yarmulkes
and other religious symbols in the workplace

By DAVID LAZARUS
April 23, 2021 MONTREAL

(JTA) — A top Quebec court
mostly upheld a provincial law
banning Jews and other reli-
gious minorities who work in
public from wearing religious
symbols such as yarmulkes,
crucifixes and hijabs in their
places of employ.

The Quebec Superior Court
ruled Tuesday that Bill 21 —
also known as the “secularism”
or “laicity” law — does not
abrogate Canadian human
rights charters. At the same
time, the court agreed that the
controversial law on religious symbols does not apply to the English-lan-
guage school board that brought the case to court.

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, a Jewish advocacy organization,
said in a statement Tuesday that it was “deeply disappointed” by the rul-
ing.

“[T]he provisions of Bill 21 … severely restrict religious freedom and
the ability of Jewish Quebecers and other faith-based communities to
freely pursue careers in the public sector,” the Toronto-based center said.

Bill 21 was passed by the province’s Coalition Avenir Québec govern-
ment in June 2019 ostensibly to promote state neutrality, and the law
remains popular among Quebec citizens. But critics say the real aim of the
law is to discourage Muslim women who are state employees from wear-
ing hijabs to work.

The 242-page ruling by Justice Marc-Andre Blanchard was expected to
be appealed to the province’s highest court, the Quebec Court of Appeal.
The Quebec government has promised to invoke the province’s “notwith-
standing clause” allowing it to override court rulings — a move the Centre
for Israel and Jewish Affairs also vowed to oppose.

Jewish employees in Quebec public
sector will no longer be allowed to
wear a yarmulke at work.
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Aleeza Gerstein, Zach Raizman among recipients of 
Manitoba Medical Service Foundation research grants

By MYRON LOVE

In the (Saturday) April 17 edition of
the Winnipeg Free Press, the
Manitoba Medical Service

Foundation (MMSF) took out a half
page ad to highlight the organization’s
2021 grant recipients. Among the 12
researchers approved for grants this
year were two members of our Jewish
community – Drs. Aleeza Gerstein and
Zach Raizman

Raizman received funding to contin-
ue his research into the different types
of insulin and the risks each poses of
causing hypoglycemia – low blood
sugar – with resulting deleterious
health effects. 

Gerstein and her team received fund-
ing to study recurring yeast infections –
which, she notes, only affect women.
“Essentially, there currently is no cure
for this recurring problem,” she points
out.  “We are trying to understand the
biological basis for these fungal infections.  That is the first step to finding
a way to prevent them.  We will soon begin enrolling patient referred from
gynecologists.” 

Gerstein and Raizman are at different stages of their medical careers.
While Raizman has still to complete his studies, Gerstein is already well
established as an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Science at the
University of Manitoba where she is cross-appointed in the Departments of
Microbiology and Statistics.

The daughter of Paul and Sherri Gerstein happily returned to her home-
town to assume her current position after almost 20 years away.  After high
school, she relocated to Western University (formerly the University of
Western Ontario) in London where she earned a B.Sc. in Ecology and
Evolution. She followed up with a move to the West Coast – UBC – where
she received her MSc. and Ph.D. in Zoology.

“I am an ecologist and evolutionary biologist by training,” she says.  “I
am fascinated by microbes.  They grow everywhere, in every ecosystem.
Yet, unlike plants and animals, we can’t see them with the naked eye.  In
the lab, however, we can do controlled experiments to try to understand
how they work.”

Prior to returning to Winnipeg, she was a post-doctoral Fellow for four
years at the University of Minnesota.  During that period, she also spent a
couple of months in the Faculty of Life Sciences at Tel Aviv University.

The position at the University of Manitoba just happened to become
available at the same time that she was looking for a job.  “I am very for-
tunate that a full time, tenure track position became available here,” she

says.  “Now that I have children
(a five-year-old and a newborn),
I wanted to be back in
Winnipeg.  My entire family is
here.”

Zach Raizman, on the other
hand, is just completing his
Internal Medicine residency
program and will soon be on his
way to Calgary to receive spe-
cialty training in endocrinology.
(The endocrine system controls
hormones.)

The study for which Raizman
received funding, he reports, is
almost done.  “We did a study of
the data of 30,000 patients with
Type 2 diabetes who are taking
insulin,” he explains.   “We
studied several different types
of insulin to determine which
ones carry a greater risk of caus-
ing hypoglycemia. We are in the

process of writing the final report.”
The son of Ali and Louisa Raizman attended Gray Academy for

Elementary School, and Shaftesbury High School for high school. He
received his undergraduate degree from the University of Winnipeg and
medical degree at the University of Manitoba.

For Raizman, medicine is his second career.  Growing up, he forged a
career as an actor, musical theatre performer and singer/songwriter who
released his first CD in February of 2007 when he was 12 (a feat that was
documented in the pages of The Jewish Post & News).

Medical school, however, hasn’t left much time for other endeavours, he
notes.

He says that he hopes to return to Winnipeg in a couple of years after his
further training in Calgary.

Dr. ALEEZA GERSTEIN Dr. ZACH RAIZMAN

Billy Crystal and Tiffany Haddish are besties
who dance the hora in new film ‘Here Today’

By PHILISSA
CRAMER 

(JTA) — Comedian
Billy Crystal and
actress Tiffany
Haddish are so close
that Crystal read a
Torah portion at
Haddish’s 2019 bat
mitzvah ceremony in
Los Angeles.

Now the two Jewish
celebrities are taking
their friendship to the
big screen in a buddy
comedy called “Here
Today.” The first trailer for the movie, out May 7, was released Thursday,
and it includes a shot of Crystal and Haddish taking part in a massive hora,
the traditional celebratory Jewish dance.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3v8n_8-QqA
The trailer offers a snapshot of a heartfelt plot: Haddish’s character reluc-

tantly goes to lunch with Crystal’s character, a past-his-prime version of
himself, after her husband purchases the date for $22 in a charity auction.
There, she has an allergic reaction to her food, requiring a trip to the emer-
gency room that bonds the pair tightly. Over time, Haddish’s character
learns that Crystal’s character is losing his memory because of dementia,
and he invites her to help him complete his life’s work before it’s too late.

The on-screen relationship follows a longstanding offscreen one for the
duo, in which their shared Jewish identity is a bonding force. Crystal, who
attended Hebrew school as a child in Long Beach, New York, has spoken
frequently about his deep love for Jewish music. Haddish worked as a bat
mitzvah performer but did not learn about her own Jewish heritage until
she was 27, when she met her father, an Eritrean Jew. She studied Hebrew
in advance of her bat mitzvah, celebrated in December 2019, and explored
her Jewish identity in a comedy special, “Black Mitzvah,” released the
same day.

Tiffany Haddish and Billy Crystal in a screen
shot from the trailer for “Here Today.” (Screen
shot from YouTube)
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Estate planning considerations for the family cottage

Estate planning

In the current state of the world, many families have turned to their sum-
mer cottages as their vacation destination. While there may be more mos-
quitos and less predictable weather than other sunny destinations, the fami-
ly cottage has always been the perfect place for families to get together and
make memories. It would be unfortunate if the cottage had to be sold
because no one could agree on how the cottage is to be dealt with for future
generations. With proper planning, these memories will last long after the
original owner of the cottage is gone. 

In order to effect a tax efficient and legally sound inter-generational trans-
fer of the family cottage, there must be a plan. This plan must not only con-
sider the ever-changing tax and estate laws, but must consider each member
of the family’s capacity to share, harmoniously, the use and costs of the cot-
tage. The best place to start may be a family meeting where everyone can
voice their interest and concerns for long term sharing.  The next step would
be to sit down with trusted advisors well versed in the area of tax and estate
planning to document your plan for a smooth transition. 

Taxes and Fees
The first thing, and perhaps the simplest thing to discuss, are taxes. 
The first source of tax is commonly referred to as a “capital gains tax”.

This tax is triggered on the disposition (i.e. on sale or on death) of a capital
property, such as a family cottage. 

This tax is technically an income tax inclusion (currently, of 50%) of an
amount equal to the fair market value of your cottage minus the adjusted cost
base of the cottage to the owner (or the amount the cottage was purchased
for, plus the cost of capital improvements). For example, if a cottage was
purchased or inherited at a value of $100,000 and it is now worth
$1,000,000, there would be an income inclusion equal to 50% of $900,000
(equal to $450,000) in the owner’s income in the year of the disposition of
the cottage. There is the possibility that the principal residence exemption
may be applied to reduce the tax to NIL.  

At the end of 2020, Manitoba finance removed probate fees (which are
fees payable in accordance with the value of an estate on death). Land trans-
fer tax may still be applicable. It is important to note that if the cottage is
located in Ontario, that Ontario laws, including probate fees and land trans-
fer taxes will apply instead of Manitoba tax laws and rates. 

Methods of Transfer
Cottages may be transferred during the lifetime of the owner, or on an

owner’s death. No matter when the cottage is transferred, careful considera-
tion must be given to who will ultimately own the cottage. This is especial-
ly true if one family member has creditor or marital issues. 

One method that may be used during the owner’s lifetime or on their death,
is to gift the cottage to the next generation. If there are multiple children, it
is possible to gift the cottage to the children jointly or as tenants-in-common.
While there is no purchase price being paid, there are still taxes to pay based
on the fair market value of the property. One must also be comfortable with
the loss of control of an asset during their lifetime.

Another method that may be used during the owner’s lifetime is to sell the
property to the next generation, or to a third-party buyer. A sale is preferable
if the owner is looking for financial support during retirement years, or is
looking for evidence that the children are taking the responsibilities of the
cottage seriously. 

A sale can also be structured on the death of the owner. If an owner does
not want to sell the cottage to multiple children, the owner can provide an
option for a child to purchase the property from the estate, and the proceeds
will be used firstly, to pay debts and taxes of the estate, and may then be dis-
tributed in accordance with the Will. To treat the children equally, but not to
overburden the purchaser, the Will may allow the cottage to be treated as
part of the purchasing child’s share of the estate. 

Another option is to transfer the cottage to a trust and set up a maintenance
fund. A trust can either be set up during the owner’s lifetime or, on their
death. A trust is a more complicated option, with specific tax implications to
consider, but allow for more
rules around usage and future
transfers.

If you wish to consider
options further we are
pleased to be of assistance
and work with your team of
advisers to come up with a
customized family plan.
Please reach out to Caroline
G.S. Kiva or Leo Palay if
you have any questions.

LEO PALAY
Ph. 204-934-2576

CAROLINE KIVA
Ph. 204-934-2526



The Covid pandemic has often led to the
convergence of several wacky conspiracy
theories into one larger massive conspira-

cy theory, promulgated by right wing conspiracy
theorists.

I was contacted by someone this past week
who had asked to remain anonymous, saying that
while they are Jewish, they don’t really have

anything to do with the Jewish community.
Still, this person went on to tell me they were very concerned about what

was supposed to be an upcoming rally, to be held Sunday, April 25 at the
CN Stage at the Forks. I was sent a poster of the rally.  The rally was pre-
sumably intended to stir up anger at masking rules.

I was further told that the supposed headline speaker, someone named
“Chris Sky” (whose real name is Chris Saccoccia, and whose father is a
very rich Toronto real estate developer), is not only avidly anti-masking
and anti-vaccination, he is also a Holocaust denier who doesn’t even pre-
tend to cloak his antisemitic views in a veneer of respectability – unlike
many other antisemites, who pretend that their hatred of Jews such as
George Soros has nothing to do with his being Jewish.

So what? you might say. We have loads of conspiracy theorists all over
the place; you don’t have to look further than your typical Facebook feed
to find them.

What scares me about this Chris Sky individual though is that he seems
interested in helping to coalesce right wing conspiracy theories about Jews
and big government into a larger conspiracy about vaccinations and being
forced to wear a mask. The fact that distrust of government has brought
together various right wing elements that might otherwise have remained
disparate is quite worrisome.

Ordinarily, I would have said:
“Just ignore this  Chris Sky nut-
case”, but when I was sent various
screenshots of Facebook posts to
which Sky was quite willing to
attach his name in the past – which
are  reproduced on this page, well –
they’re quite unnerving.

When I heard about the planned
rally I contacted various individu-
als and organizations to ask them
whether they were aware of what
was being planned and, if so, did
they plan on taking any action in
advance of the rally?

I contacted, in no particular
order: David Matas; Elaine Goldstine and Adam Levy of the Jewish
Federation; Marty York and Michael Mostyn of B’nai Brith Canada; Paul
Jordan (Forks  CEO); and the Winnipeg Police Service.

When I heard back from Paul Jordan I was told that the rally that was
planned was without the permission of the Forks (no surprise there), and
that the Forks had informed the WPS of that fact. But, when I spoke with
a representative of the WPS, that person at first claimed that the WPS had

not been contacted by the
Forks and that the WPS
would not act unless it
received a complaint from
the Forks.

I said to that representative
of the WPS that I had been
told the WPS had indeed
been contacted by the Forks.
I asked whether the WPS
would do anything to prevent
the rally from taking place
(after all, anyone participat-
ing in the rally would be ille-
gally trespassing on Forks
land) – although I was con-
cerned that was exactly what
the rally organizers were
looking for: another example
of free speech being
repressed by governments.

The issue of this rally – and
whether it would be allowed
to go ahead, illustrates the
quandary in which govern-
ments, the police, and
indeed, I would venture to
argue, most fair-minded indi-
viduals, find themselves: Do

you try to prevent a rally or gathering from taking place in the first place –
when it is being held illegally, and with the participation of an individual
who is presumably in defiance of provincial regulations by not quaranti-
ning for 14 days when he crossed into Manitoba?

That inevitably leads to the question: If you do try to stop a rally from
taking place are you not playing directly into the hands of the people who
are behind that rally by reinforcing their conspiracy theories about govern-
ments not wanting to let them have their voices heard?

Also, organizers of rallies of this sort crave media coverage – especially
visuals of rally participants being confronted by representatives of govern-
ment – either police or, in the case of Public Health Manitoba, representa-
tives handing out tickets.

At the time of writing I have no idea whether the rally planned for
Sunday afternoon will take place or, even if it does, whether anyone from
the media will be there to cover it. For myself, I deliberately chose not to
Tweet about the rally – in the hope that all other media would also choose
to ignore the rally. 

Dennis 
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Turning to something else:

In our last issue we published a column by Gerry Posner in which he list-
ed male Jewish psychiatrists from Manitoba. Gerry explained that he drew
his list from Eva Wiseman’s book, “Healing Lives - A Century of Manitoba
Jewish Physicians”.

Although Gerry explained that he was confining his focus just to male
psychiatrists, we should have included the Manitoba Jewish female psy-
chiatrists whose names were listed in Eva’s book as well. Here they are:
Drs. Sheila Cantor, Marcia Fleisher, Adrian Kettner, Alla Kirshner, Cara
Kroft, Gail Lavitt, Debra Lander, Mirtha Lopez-Fisher, Sara Rusen, Fran
Steinberg, and Rivian Weinerman.

Also, there were some omissions from Gerry’s list of male psychiatrists,
including Harvey Chochinov.   To be fair to Gerry, Harvey Chochinov was
not included in Eva’s chapter on psychiatrists. As Eva explained in an
email to me: “HARVEY MAX CHOCHINOV appears in the PALLIA-
TIVE CARE chapter, just preceding the PSYCHIATRY chapter. I devoted
half of the Palliative Care chapter to his accomplishments.” 

Others who might have been included but were not included in Eva’s list
are: Gary Rodin, Allen Berkal, Leon Mowchun (brother of Neil), Marvin
Shane (brother of Fred), Allan Rosenbluth, Lewis Pullmer, Grant Chernick,
Neil Kraitberg, Dennis Kussin, and Peter Rosenthal.

I’m sure that we will continue to hear from readers about other names
that should have been included in the list of Jewish psychiatrists. 

Thanks to Alan Levy and Adrian Kettner for helping to supply addition-
al names.

******
In a final note - it’s nice to see that, despite all the difficulties presented

when  trying to operate a business during a pandemic, there are still entre-
preneurs out there who are willing to forge ahead and open new business-
es..

Last issue we reported on the opening of a new kosher bakery in River
Heights, called “Fantasy Cakes”. (We also incorrectly gave the address,
which is 530 Waterloo.) The owner of Fantasy Cakes is Luba Yurchenko,
who arrived in Winnipeg with her husband in 2016. We were told that story
brought quite a few new customers to the bakery. 

This past week we were told of one more food-related business that is
opening up, “SAFYA’S Kitchen” (see story on page 2). In this case, Safya
is a Yazidi refugee who arrived here with her husband and children, also in
2016.

The Yazidi community in Winnipeg has received a tremendous amount
of help from members of the Jewish community through Operation Ezra.
We are glad to help publicize the initatives, not only of newcomers to our
community, but anyone who has the courage to attempt to start a new busi-
ness during these most difficult of times.

Editorial/comment

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN

Chris Sky Facebook post
advancing the trope of Jews
being the “masters” and non-
Jews being their “slaves”

Anti-gay views are also typical of
right-wing conspiracy theorists.

Facebook post by Chris Sky deny-
ing “myth” of the “Hollocost”.
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Israel replacing America as “strong horse” in Middle East?
By MYRON LOVE

Israel today finds itself in an enviable position. Thanks in part to the
Abrahamic Accords that the Trump administration helped to bring about
as well as Israel’s own strengths, the Jewish state may have become the

new “strong horse” in the Middle East.
In international relations – as in life itself – projecting strength and con-

fidence generates respect whereas projecting weakness leads to contempt.
World leaders are eager to hitch their wagons to strong players.

Under the Trump administration, America projected strength and world
leaders reacted accordingly.  These same leaders have quickly realized that
the Democratic Biden administration – like the Obama administration
before it – is all about appeasement.

In an article written by Ariel Ben Solomon for the Jewish News
Syndicate website on April 12, discussing the reaction in the Arab world to
Biden administration efforts to appease Iran, the writer quotes one Harold
Rhode, a longtime former adviser on Islamic affairs in the U.S. Defense
Department of Defense, pointing out that America’s Arab allies are greatly
concerned about this effort at appeasement.

These countries feel betrayed, Rhode comments, and, as a result,“more
Arab countries are looking to Israel to assume American’s role, though they
would never say so publicly.”

This is a theme that Jewish News Syndicate contributor Melanie Phillips
also explores in an April 8 entry under the heading “Israel: the Necessary
Superpower”.  She points to the recent Israeli mining of the Iranian spy
ship, Saviz, in the Red Sea (to which can be added the more recent explo-
sion at the Iranian nuclear site at Natanz) as adding to Israel’s list of leg-
endary military and security exploits.

The actions, she suggests, are intended first to send a message to the
Biden Administration that “if the United States won’t stop Iran in its tracks,
Israel is prepared to attack it on its own.

She adds that “Israel’s attack on the ship also sent a message to the Arab
world which is aghast that America is now locked into a deadly spiral of
appeasement and aggression with the Arabs’ Iranian foe”.

Could it be that we are about to witness a shift in global power from
America to Israel? she wonders.

“On the face of it,” she concedes, “this may seem absurd. One might
assume that tiny, beleaguered Israel couldn’t possibly take over the role of
mighty America in leading the free world. However, once you look at the
broader picture it’s not so far-fetched.”

She notes first of all that Israel is now a military superpower. It has the
world’s most technologically advanced military and is one of its top
weapons exporters. “Its legendary derring-do,” she declares, “derives from
its culture of risk-taking, creativity and thinking out of the box—charac-
teristics shared by no other country.”

To that, she adds that “it has appeared for some time that, that given the
lemming-like cultural tendencies of the West, Israel may become the “last
man standing” in upholding and defending western values.”

She points out that “American society is fracturing and may already be
beyond repair. The Democrats and the rest of the liberal elite are remorse-
lessly pumping out the message with which countless children and students
are being indoctrinated—that white people are racist, that America was
born in sin, and that it is fundamentally so evil it must be transformed alto-
gether. The likely outcome is deepening divisions, increasing violence
and—if the state of California is any guide to Democratic rule—dogmatic
intolerance, public squalor and rank administrative incompetence.”

And Western Europe is in no better condition, with countries steadily sur-
rendering to Islamist intimidation and cultural encroachment.

“Appeasement,” she observes, “is a symptom of profound cultural
demoralization, caused by a loss of national self-belief and faith in the
future. That process has been going on in the West ever since the Holocaust
delivered the devastating message that there was something rotten at the
very heart of Western high culture.

“By contrast,” she writes, “Israel is emerging from the pandemic at a
world-beating rate—its economy strong and resilient, and crucially, its
birthrate (as compared to the rest of the western world) healthy and high.

“This is because Israel actually believes in itself. The vast majority of
Israel’s public understands that its core value is the preservation of life and
liberty and doing good in the world. It is a society built on redemption and
hope, and in dramatic contrast to the death-spiral gripping America and
Europe, it is relentlessly focused on its survival.

“The Arab world has come to understand that all this is of priceless
value—not just for Israel but for itself, too. It sees that Israel actually takes
out its enemies. It is increasingly realizing that the country most likely to
defend Arab interests against Iran is not America but Israel, the Arabs’ new
and unlikely ally.

Providing evidence to support Phillips’ thesis is an article on the website
“American Thinker” by Ted Belman and Alex Maistrovoy,  looking at
“Russia and the new Middle East”.  They note that three alliances have
formed in the Middle East - Iran and its puppets in Lebanon, Iraq, and
Yemen; Turkey, Pakistan and Qatar, which support radical Islamic groups,
most importantly, the Muslim Brotherhood; and Israel and moderate Arab
regimes (Abrahamic Jewish-Arab Alliance) – with Russia maintaining the
balance of power among them.

Israel, as they see it, is the linchpin in the third alliance.  “Israel is hold-
ing back the ambitions of both Iran and Turkey,” they write. “This is a good
thing from Russia’s point of view. In Libya and the Eastern Mediterranean,
Israel is allied with the UAE, Egypt and Greece, which are holding back
Erdogan. On a different front, Israel is cooperating against Iran and its
proxies with Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain on all levels.”

To this,  I would add the millions of dollars in deals that Israel has signed
with numerous Arab countries  demonstrate that these nations want to ben-
efit, not only from Israel’s military might, but also from the myriad of other
areas where Israel is a world leader.

At J Street conference, Mahmoud Abbas says he’s ready 
to ‘remove obstacles’ to relations with US 

By RON KAMPEAS
April 20, 2021 (JTA) — Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud

Abbas said he was ready to “remove obstacles” to renewing U.S.-
Palestinian  ties, apparently signaling a willingness to stop the payments to
the families of Palestinians who have killed Israelis that have proven to be
a stumbling block.

Speaking Sunday, April 18 to J Street’s annual conference, Abbas also
urged the participants of the liberal Middle East policy group’s forum to
lobby Congress “to repeal all laws that block the road toward enhancing
Palestinian-U.S. relations.” The current law designates the Palestine
Liberation Organization as a terrorist group and bans direct aid to the
Palestinians as long as payments are made to the families of Palestinians
jailed in Israel for any terrorism-related offense.

“On our part, we will remove all obstacles to achieve this goal,” Abbas
said. “The continuity of these laws is frustrating and unconstructive.”

Abbas did not outline which “obstacles” he planned to remove, but his
pledge, however vague, was a sign of Palestinian eagerness to reengage
with the United States after years of virtually no relations under former
President Donald Trump. Trump mostly ceased ties with and assistance to
the Palestinians, in part because of the payments, but also because the
Palestinians rejected his peace proposal, which recognized Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital and allowed Israel to eventually annex parts of the West
Bank.

At a news conference Monday, J Street President Jeremy Ben-Ami
encouraged Abbas to reform the payment program and make other
changes, including ending anti-Israel incitement in official Palestinian
media and textbooks and holding long-delayed elections.

“I think the principle that the Palestinian Authority understands is that
even many of those who have goodwill towards the cause of the Palestinian
people are deeply disturbed by the shape of the current program and we’d

like to see a reform,” Ben-Ami said.
The Palestinians have long argued that Israel’s terrorism laws are too

broad and are applied promiscuously. But they have privately acknowl-
edged that payments to those who have killed civilians — as opposed to
those convicted of lesser crimes, including membership in banned organi-
zations — complicate their case.

President Joe Biden campaigned on restoring assistance and reopening
diplomatic ties with the Palestinians. He has already restored nearly $300
million in aid through the U.N. relief agency UNRWA and other platforms.

In asking J Street to seek the rollback of U.S. laws, Abbas named the
1987 law designating the PLO, an adjunct of the Palestinian Authority, as
a terrorist group. The law has complicated U.S.-Palestinian relations for
years — setting up a Palestinian diplomatic mission in Washington, D.C.,
for example, required a special waiver. Abbas suggested that the basis for
the law was moot, noting that the PLO had recognized Israel and entered
into agreements with it.

The J Street conference, held virtually this year, was a celebration of the
group’s renewed influence now that Democrats hold the White House and
lead both chambers of Congress. There were greetings from an array of
Democrats, including moderates like Reps. Elissa Slotkin of Michigan and
Abigail Spanberger of Virginia, and party leaders Rep. Nancy Pelosi and
Sen. Chuck Schumer. Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the American ambassador
to the United Nations, spoke Monday evening.

Also speaking were Israeli leaders who oppose the right-wing govern-
ment led by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, including Ehud Olmert,
who succeeded Netanyahu following Netanyahu’s original tenure in the
1990s.

J Street, once an organization that sought bipartisan reach and managed
to attract a handful of Republicans to its conferences, now makes no pre-
tense of being anything other Continued on page 14. See “Abbas”.
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HAROLD MASARSKY
Harold was born in

Winnipeg on July 30,
1951 and passed away on
February 12, 2021, at the
age of 69.

Harold was a great guy
with wit and a sense of
humour. Although he had
many life challenges, he
took things in stride. He
cared for others deeply
and he was loved by
many. Still waters ran
deep. He enjoyed science

fiction, especially Star Trek and other series from the
60s. He had excellent mechanical knowledge and
understood how things worked.

Music was his passion and he was often shopping
for music for himself and others and people remem-
ber him with headphones glued to his ears.

His musical knowledge, mostly rock and roll, but
varied, was encyclopedic: he could swiftly tell you,
who produced the album, the year, the accompany-
ing musicians, and other historical details.

He had a driver’s license but had to surrender it in
his early 20s when he began to have problems with
his vision. He traversed the whole city by bus
(schedules he knew and trusted) and handi-transit
(somewhat more sporadic, but enjoyed many of the
drivers). 

Harold was very saddened by the sudden passing
of our brother, Mark in 1998, as he had been a good
friend as well as support for Mark during his life.

When he was no longer able care for himself, he
spent his last years at the Simkin Centre and
Riverview Health Centre. He always seemed to rise
above every new health issue that took hold of his
body. On his final day, he was sharing music with his
friend Chris. Many have said of Harold that they
always got more than they ever gave to Harold.

He is survived by his siblings, Rochelle (Ed) of
Prescott, Arizona, Nancy (Laurie), Gail, of
Winnipeg, and Earl (Linda) of Vancouver; and nieces
and nephew, Katie, Carly, Anna, and Alex. He was
predeceased by his brother Mark (1998), mother
Marion (1999), father Sol (2020), and brother-in-law
Al (2009).

His funeral took place at the B’nay Abraham
Cemetery on February 15, 2021 and Rabbi Kliel
Rose officiated.

If you wish, you may make a donation in Harold’s
memory to the Riverview Foundation or Canadian
Magen David Adom.

TOBY GUTWILIK  
With deep sadness we

announce the passing of
Toby Gutwilik on April
8th, 2021 at the age of 93.
She is survived by her
children Jack (Shari),
Hersh (Francine) and
Fay-Lynn (Martin), grand-
children, Micha (John),
Matthew (Desiree), Cara
(David), Jonathan (Rachel),
Jacqui and Sabrina and great-
grandchildren Malachi,
Miles and Lyla. She will

also be missed by her nieces, cousins and friends.
She was predeceased by her grandparents, parents
and brothers who perished in the Holocaust, by her
husband Mayer and by her son-in-law Phil.

Toby was born in Czechoslovakia and had a happy
childhood, loving parents, two brothers and
grandparents. She was separated from her family in
1944 and sent to three concentration camps,
Auschwitz, then Hamburg and finally Bergen-Belsen
from where she was liberated by the Swedish Red
Cross at the end of the war in May, 1945. At age 18,
she was the only member of her immediate family to
survive the Holocaust.  After the war, she was
brought to Canada by her uncle who was living in
Saskatchewan. There she met her husband Mayer
who was also brought over to Canada after the war.
They married in 1950 and started a family
immediately. With baby Jack in tow, they moved to
Winnipeg and had two more children, Hersh and
Fay-Lynn. They made a new life in Winnipeg and
made many close friends who became their family.
Toby was very involved with a women’s group of
Holocaust survivors. 

Toby was a woman of many talents. She was a
remarkable cook and baker. Cooking for Shabbat and
the Jewish holidays was her pleasure and she made
sure to always cook each person’s favourites. She
was well known for the best gefilte fish, matzah
balls, blintzes, knishes, kreplach, perogies, cabbage
rolls, sweet kugel, bubka, latkes and hamantashen.

Kindness and generosity came naturally to Toby.
There was always a place at her table for anyone who
did not have somewhere to spend the holidays. Her
home was open to all. A natural social worker,
without a degree, Toby helped many people with a
variety of problems ranging from loneliness, poverty
or domestic violence. 

Toby had a tremendous work ethic. She ran two
grocery stores and then worked at the Sharon Home
as a dietary aide. Her hard work was motivated by
being able to provide her children with as many
opportunities as possible and most of all, a Jewish
education. Toby did everything with a love of her
Jewish heritage. She kept a kosher home and loved
hosting Shabbat and holiday dinners and continued
to do so until recently. 

Family was Toby’s priority. This included
extended family and making her home their home.
Toby was a devoted grandmother. There was nothing
she would not and did not do for any of her
grandchildren, including travelling to Toronto, New
York or New Jersey to help with new babies, or
spending several days a week helping with her triplet
grandchildren. She attended all school events and
concerts. Nothing gave her more happiness than her
grandchildren. She was thrilled to be able to attend
all bar and bat mitzvahs and thrilled to dance at each
of the triplet’s weddings. She was overjoyed by the
birth of each of her three great-grandchildren and
thrilled to be involved in their lives in any way she
could, which included cooking homemade baby
food. She was excited to know a fourth great-
grandchild was on the way.

Toby was devoted to her husband Mayer. When he
suffered a stroke at age 80, she was determined to
make sure he was well cared for in their own home.
She focused all her energy on his care and, with the
help of dedicated home care workers, was able to
care for him at home until the last two weeks of his
life. After he passed away in 2014, and her health
problems began she decided to focus on her own
health to ensure she lived as long as she could. Daily,
she walked the track at the Rady Centre, until she
was no longer able to.  She was proud to manage her
blood sugars, weight and cardiac stability.  She was
the model patient for her family doctors and many
specialists she needed over the last decade.

Toby’s smile and loving, caring, nature will be
forever remembered and sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

The family would like to extend their appreciation
and gratitude to Toby’s family doctor, Dr. Permack,

and to Toby’s team of amazing caregivers, Imelda,
Irene, Fiknete, Sathy and Gisele, along with all other
doctors and home care workers who have crossed
paths with Toby and her husband over the last
decade. All of these people greatly enhanced the
quality of Toby’s life as she battled many illnesses.
The family would also like to thank all extended
family and friends who have supported them during
this difficult time.

Graveside funeral service was officiated by Rabbi
Matthew Leibl on April 11th, 2021 at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery. Pallbearers were: grandchildren
Matthew and Desiree, Cara and David, Jonathan and
family friend Gary Levine. Memorial donations may
be made to the Toby and Mayer Holocaust Education
Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba,  to the
Rady Jewish Community Centre,  to the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue, or to a charity of your choice.

BEN HIRT 
December 15, 1939 - April 17, 2021

It is with heavy hearts
that we announce the
sudden passing of Ben
Hirt at the age of 81. He
is survived by his loving
wife of 61 years, Lil, his
daughter Kim (Jerry) and
his granddaughters
Rachel (Alex) and Bina.
Ben was predeceased by
his parents, Sam and
Pearl Hirt, and by his
sister Sharon Hirt. 

Born in Montreal,
Ben’s parents moved to Winnipeg when he was
young in order to be with family. Ben was the
consummate storyteller and any landmark or event,
no matter how small, would have him launch into
tales of his different experiences. He had stories to
tell in his younger years of how they were evacuated
by army truck during the 1950 flood, his years at
West Kildonan Collegiate, or  summers taking the
Moonlight Express to Winnipeg Beach. It was during
these times that he met the love of his life, Lil, and
they married in 1960. 

Ben’s working years were fodder for many more
stories as he had the opportunity to meet and
befriend many interesting people either in his own
businesses such as Jubilee Grocery or CarBen
Distributors or in the different car dealerships where
he was employed. 

Ben worked to live, and live he did. He enjoyed
summers at the condo in Gimli, playing golf,
travelling with friends, attending family celebrations
around North America, and winters in Palm Springs.
Living also meant spending time with people he
cared about whether it was going out for meals with
a group, having a quiet coffee with you, or walking
the track at the Wellness Institute. 

The funeral was held on Monday, April 19th. The
family wishes to thank the pallbearers: Jerry Rubin,
Eph Bergman, Mel Hirt, Arnold Merrick, Howard
Collerman and Matthew Lazar.

In lieu of  flowers, donations may be made to
Congregation Etz Chayim, CancerCare Manitoba
Foundation,  or a charity of your choice. 
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RUBY SWARTZ
Ruby Swartz.  To have

known her is to have
loved her.  Left this world
too soon.  Born Ruby
Babier, October 7th, 1937
to February 16th, 2021.
Ruby, the third of four
children of parents Henry
and Sadie Babier from
Russia.  Beloved little
sister and predeceased by
her sister Reesa Bedder
(Mike) and big brother

David/Doody Babier (Beverly).  Survived by her
youngest sibling Leslie Stainsby (Glen).
Predeceased sadly by only five weeks prior by her
partner of 26 years Norman Tatelman. 

Ruby left a legacy of her unique way of loving to
her family.  Children Jennifer Aronson (Larry),
Anthony Swartz (Hayley Ann) and Allison Miles.
An extraordinary indelible imprint has been left with
her grandchildren Ryan and Courtney Aronson.  She
will also be dearly missed by so many nieces,
nephews, extended family and her lifelong close
friends.

Always smiling, never cross, tiny but mighty,
strength in character and conviction.  Always seeing
the bright side of everything.  Often referring to her
“rose coloured glasses”.

Ruby loved music and to dance and sing.  Always
fond memories at the family cottage in Loni Beach,
Gimli with family and friends, where summers
wouldn’t have been the same if not for Ruby and
Sidney Swartz (father of Jennifer, Anthony and
Allison).

Ruby…you are missed like crazy.
Ruby…flair and zest for life.
Ruby…loved us divinely, endlessly and uncondi-

tionally.
Her smile emblazoned in every person her life

touched.  May her light shine bright like she was and
will continue to be.  We love you forever.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks for any dona-
tions to go to the Heart & Stroke Foundation of
Canada. 

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
BROWN

who passed away
June 1, 1970

26 Days in Iyar, 5730
— Sadly missed and always
will be remembered by your
family.

In loving memory of

SHIRLEY
BARSKY
who passed away

May 29, 2003
27 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MIRIAM
FLEISHER
who passed away

May 21, 2017
25 Days in Iyar, 5777

— Fondly missed and
remembered by her brother
William, sister-in-law Doreen,
nephews Ryan, Gideon, Zach
and Ben, nieces Dara and
Raisa, and dear relatives in
Israel.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LYNN
ROSENFIELD

who passed away
May 17, 1985

26 Days in Iyar
Time goes by but memories stay
Never more than a thought
away
Quietly remembered, day by
day
No need for words, except to
say
Still loved, still missed, every
passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.
"Forever in our hearts"

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

HYMIE and JENNIE GLASSMAN
who passed away on

 April 27, 1979  (01 Iyar) Nov. 1, 1998 (12 Chesvan)
—Lovingly remembered and missed by Marilyn and Martyn,
their grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

ROSE LEVINE
who passed away

May 25, 2009
— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children,  grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

PINCHAS LEVINE
who passed away

April 26, 2014

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETTIE COHEN
who passed away

May 11, 2001
18 Days in Iyar

—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

JOYCE DINER
who passed away

May 1, 1997
25 days in Nisan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your family.

In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALVIN SLOTIN
who passed away

May 14, 2001
21 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered by his
sons, daughter, daughters-in-
law, grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACOB
LEINBURD

who passed away
May 21, 1987

22 Days in Iyar
Our hearts still ache with the
pain of your leaving
The tears are silent…
But you will forever be
Remembered by your loving
wife Betty, children Paul, Sorel
and Judy, grandchildren
Lauren, Cole, Jacob, and Noah,
brother Joseph and family.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK
LICHTMAN

who passed away
May 30th, 2016
22 days in Iyar

— A kind and gentle man.
Always remembered and sadly
missed by your loving family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK
(ISADORE)

LABOVITCH
who passed away
May 21st, 2006

22nd Day in Iyar
— Always remembered &
sadly missed by his nieces and
nephews.

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

MAX
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
May 4, 1983

21 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE
FAIMAN

who passed away
May 14, 1998

18 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS CONTINUED
ON NEXT PAGE

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL 28

MEMORIAMS
WEEK

OF  MAY 5



10 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, April 28, 2021

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALLEN
BILLINGHURST

who passed away
June 3, 2008

29 Days in Iyar

Deep bonds of love
are indissoluble

— Always in our thoughts
forever  in our hearts .
Your wife Cookie, Marla and
Steven, Tracee and Aaron and
grandchildren Teddy, Carson,
Sutton, Stafford, and his
namesake Alann.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
loving sister

ANNE (PELTZ)
MOYLE

who passed away
May 26, 1973

24 Days in Iyar 5733
A day to remember, sad to recall
Without farewell, you left us all
Till memory fades and life
departs
You will live forever in our
hearts.
— Always remembered and
missed by sisters, brothers-in-
law, aunts, uncles and other
relatives.

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FREDA THAU
who passed away

May 28, 1995
28 Days in Iyar

— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
sisters-in-law and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOPHIE (SHIFFIE)
LAZARECK WOLK

who passed away
May 29, 1992

27 Days in Iyar
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

14th Yahrzeit

PEARL
SHUSTER

June 18, 2006
22 Days in Sivan

PHILIP
SHUSTER

May 12, 2007
24 Days in Iyar

—Remembered daily and sadly missed by Wendy, Alan, Laurie,
Jillian and family.

RIVKA
SHKOLNIK

who passed away
May 15, 1987

16 Days in Iyar

BORUCH
SHKOLNIK

who passed away
May 4, 1983

22 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

— Sadly missed and ever remembered by their loving daughter,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

AARON
MARGOLIS

who passed away
June 3, 1959

26 days in Iyar

MANYA
MARGOLIS

who passed away
May 27, 1992

24 days in Iyar
—Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX MANDEL
who passed away

May 9, 1991
26 Days in Iyar

— Forever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

LILY MANDEL
who passed away
August 2, 1989
1st Day in Av

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In ever-loving memory of
our Beloved Son, Brother, Uncle, Cousin and Friend

Who passed away
May 17th, 2012 at the age of 42

26 Iyar 5772
David, Not a day goes by that we don’t think of You,
The phenomenal person who you were and the lessons you taught
are immeasurable.
Your memory lives strong within us and everyone whose lives you
touched.
We feel your spirit within and know you watch over us and help
guide us daily.
We hear echoes of you every day, your laugh, your warmth, your
generosity, your brilliant sense of humour.
David, We love You to the moon and back, We miss You, You will
always be a part of all our lives.
—  Your Mom Gloria and Dad Jerry, sister Susan, brother Dan
(Melanie) and your precious nieces and nephews, Darrel, Taylor,
Ezri, Leila and Oscar David.

Please consider donating: In memory of David we have established
a Memorial Education Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Man. in
support of research into Signet Ring Cell Cancer.

www.jewishfoundation.org         204-477-7525

DAVID MICHAEL
HARTLEY MOSCOVITCH

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY GOOT
who passed away

May 27, 1954
24 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered by Fran,
Bev and families.

In Memoriam
32nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved mom and baba

MENICHA
(MINNIE)

BERENHAUT
who passed away

May 31, 1989
26 Days in Iyar

If I could write a story
It would be the greatest ever told
Of a kind and loving mother
Who had a heart of gold

I could write a million pages
But still be unable to say
Just how much she meant to me
Every single day

I remember all she taught me
I’m hurt but won’t be blue
For she is in everything that I
say and do

She is the music to my heart and
My soul’s piece of calm
I love and miss her dearly
For she will forever be my mom

Forever cherished by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROWENA
GREENBERG

who passed away
May 23, 2009

29th day of Iyar
— Always remembered,
forever  loved, and sadly
missed by your husband,
children, and grandchildren
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

SHIRLEY
CRAMER

ZABENSKIE
who passed away

May 18, 2012
26 days in Iyar

— Always remembered and
terribly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

NAOMI AVIVAH
KATZ

who passed away
May 19, 2004

28 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered by her
children and grandchildren.

22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and Zaida

PERCY SEGAL
who passed away

May 12, 1999
26 Days in Iyar

Sadly missed and always in
our hearts.
—Forever remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ROBERT
LENOFF

who passed away
May 20, 2017

24 days in Iyar
– Lovingly remembered and
forever in our hearts.
Children,  grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ROSE WILDER
who passed away

May 14, 1996
25 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by their family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHMUEL-ZVI TESSLER

who passed away
May 14, 1961

28 Days in Iyar

who passed away erev Shavuot,
June 3, 1970

7 Days in Sivan

SARAH (SONYA) TESSLER

In loving memory of

TILLIE GOREN
who passed away

May 24, 2014
24 days in Iyar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, daughters-in-law,
grandchildren, siblings,
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM
ROITMAN
who passed away

May 9, 2018
24 days in Iyar

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID
BOONOV
who passed away

July 22, 2015

In loving memory of

JANET
BOONOV
who passed away
March 11, 2019

— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by
your children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam In Memoriam

Former Winnipegger
Sandy Shefrin Rabin receives national recognition
through the INDEPENDENT PRESS AWARD®!

(San Francisco,
CA) — The INDE-
PENDENT PRESS
AWARD recognized
Prairie Sonata by
Sandy Shefrin Rabin
as the winner in the
category of Best
Young Adult Fiction.

The competition is
judged by experts
from different aspects
of the book industry,
including publishers, 
writers, editors, book
cover designers and professional copywriters. Selected award winners and-
distinguished favorites are based on overall excellence.

“Prairie Sonata” by Sandy Shefrin Rabin; Young Adult Fiction, Literary
Fiction, Historical Fiction, High level Women’s Fiction.

Richly textured and lyrically written, Prairie Sonata is the story of Adler
and her journey from innocence to experience. Mira grows up in post
World War II Canada, in a close-knit Manitoba community founded by sec-
ular Jews from Eastern Europe. At the heart of her journey is the friendship

SANDY
SHEFRIN RABIN

Books

Israeli artist sets Guinness World
Record for longest megillah scroll

April 23, 2021 (JTA) — It’s the whole
megillah, and more.

This month an Israeli artist broke the Guinness
World Record for longest megillah, the scroll
that tells the story behind the Purim holiday.

Avner Moriah’s creation is 28.03 meters long,
just about the exact length of a basketball court.
He laid it out on a court for press photos earlier
this month.

Moriah said in a statement that it took him “15
years, tens of thousands of hours of work, and
more than one million brushstrokes” to com-
plete it.

He calls it the “Ganze Megillah,” “ganze” a
Yiddish idiom for “the whole story.”

that she develops with her teacher, Chaver B, a
recent immigrant from Prague who is mysteri-
ous and intriguing and who Mira believes har-
bours a painful secret. Chaver B becomes
deeply intwined in Mira’s life, and their rela-
tionship evolves, especially after he offers to
teach her to play the violin.

Little by little, Mira chips away at Chaver B’s
past and soon comes to the shocking realization
of what brought him to Manitoba. What she
learns about his history both outrages and sad-
dens her, yet she cannot stop herself from
uncovering the truth about his life. While
Chaver B attempts to reconcile his feelings of
guilt, Mira struggles to understand a world that
seems to be vastly different from the nurturing
and seemingly untroubled one in which she
grows up. And despite what she learns about
Chaver B, herself, and the world around her,
when she is older, Mira yearns for the chance to
go back to her childhood.

A coming-of-age story about music, love,
friendship, community, and religion, Prairie
Sonata is a riveting tale that will resonate with
and captivate the reader.

In 2021, the INDEPENDENT PRESS
AWARD had entries worldwide. Participating
authors and publishers reside in countries such
as Australia, Canada, India, Ireland, Japan,
Singapore, Switzerland, United Kingdom, and
others. In addition, books submitted included
writers located in U.S. cities such as Atlanta to
Santa Fe; Chicago to New York; from Boise to
Honolulu, and others.



12 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, April 28, 2021

Community news

Brock Corydon Students help children around the world affected by COVID 
We received the following press release from Karla

Dueck Thiessen, who is a teacher at Brock Corydon
School:

Ms. Karla Dueck Thiessen and her students from Brock
Corydon School are thrilled to announce that their book,
It Starts With A Breath…a book about mindful breathing
has been translated into Spanish! When schools closed
last spring, Karla knew it was more important than ever
to help children learn the benefits and ease of mindful
breathing. The pandemic has impacted the mental health
of children, youth, and their families around the world.
Studies show that anxiety, depression, and behavioural
issues have risen during the pandemic. “Mental health
supports for children are limited but breathing mindfully
is one of the simplest ways they can calm their anxiety
and fear. Breath is like a hug from the inside out. Even
the youngest students can learn mindful breathing strategies” says Karla.
She has spent the past year collaborating with educators from Mexico and
Argentina to create the Spanish translation. It is available online as a free
resource for parents and teachers at . Their original English version can be
viewed at . Karla is also working with Manitoba educators to translate the
book into Cree and Ojibwe. 

As a teacher with over twenty-five years of experience working with
young children, Karla is passionate about helping students learn skills to
mindfully identify and manage their feelings. “When you give children the
tools to become self-aware and confident in their ability to handle their
emotions, you reduce the risk of mental health struggles in the future.
Mindful breathing relaxes the mind and body so stressful experiences can
be calmly observed, reflected upon and responded to in an intentional way.
Practicing mindful breathing is a simple, practical, important life skill that
calms the nervous system, helping children develop self-regulation,
focused attention, and positive well-being.”  

When we contacted Karla to tell her we would like to publish her press
release in The Jewish Post & News, she replied that “Morah Leah (Bramer)
and her Grade 6 class are also in the beginning stages of translating the
book into Hebrew (but I’d not sure it will be completed this school year).”

Karla also included reviews that the book has received
thus far:

“Karla’s book is a sweet introduction to breathing mind-
fully. With rising levels of anxiety and stress at all age lev-
els, it is increasingly apparent that we need to intervene early
and teach our children how to calm themselves. Through
simple poetry and photos of the children from her
Nursery/Kindergarten class, Karla teaches young children to
pay attention to their breath when they feel upset as a means
of returning to a state of peace and calm.”  Dr. Michèle
Kreijzer, School Counsellor and Author

“Mindfulness seems to be one of the most immediately
impactful concepts. I love how Karla boils one thousand
pages of Jon Kabat-Zinn into a children’s book.” Kevin
Kohut, parent 

“This book is a wonderful resource to remind us all that this
present moment is the most powerful moment of all.” Keith Macpherson,
Author of Making Sense of Mindfulness 

“This book is a timely reminder for adults and a great lesson for kids to
slow down and breathe. It puts into words what is happening to your body
during emotional times. By providing some simple exercises, it gives kids
permission to own their feelings and gives them skills to reduce stress and
anxiety.” Natalie Sundmark, parent 

Brock Corydon teacher
KARLA DUECK

THIESSEN 

Elisha Wiesel to speak in Winnipeg May 3rd
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia is proud to announce that tickets are still avail-

able for the 4th Annual Distinguished Lecturer Series.  This year’s event
features Elisha Wiesel - the only child of Elie Wiesel z”l and Marion Erster
Rose Wiesel, an Austrian Holocaust survivor and translator – live via
Zoom on Monday, May 3rd at 7:00 pm.. 

The late Elie Wiesel was born in 1928 in the town of Sighet, now part of
Romania. During World War II, he, with his family and other Jews from
the area, were deported to the German concentration and extermination
camps, where his parents and youngest sister perished. Wiesel and his two
older sisters survived. Liberated from Buchenwald in 1945 by advancing
Allied troops, he was taken to Paris where he studied at the Sorbonne and
worked as a journalist.

In 1958, he published his first book, La Nuit, a memoir of his experiences
in the concentration camps. Elie Wiesel concerned himself with the situa-
tion of the Jews and other groups who have suffered persecution and death
because of their religion, race or national origin. He was outspoken on the
plight of Soviet Jewry, on Ethiopian Jewry and on behalf of the State of
Israel. He lectured at Yale, City College of New York and Boston
University, and received the Nobel Peace Prize for his humanitarian efforts
in 1986.

Elisha will share memories of his father, and what life was like growing
in a proudly Zionist home that blended the Sighet Chassidishe world of his
father and the modern intellectual world of New York City. He attended a
modern Orthodox yeshiva in Manhattan, earned a BSc in computer science
at Yale, and joined  as an IT engineer in 1994. Social justice and philan-
thropy were a constant thread in his life, and his efforts included Good
Shepherd Services for disadvantaged youth; Wall Street fundraisers that
brought in millions of dollars to benefit NYC non-profit agencies; and
most recently Zioness, a Zionist organization for progressive American
Jews focussed on supporting Jewish students on campus.

After his father’s passing in July 2016, Elisha retired as Chief
Information Officer at Goldman Sachs and turned his efforts to a variety of
philanthropic causes including the Elie Wiesel Human Rights Foundation
and Beit Tsipporah. In late 2020 he joined Israeli fintech company The
Floor as Chairman. A married father of two teenagers, he spends time with
his family and friends enjoying hobbies that range from music to Torah
study.

Tickets are available for $36 by contacting reception@adasyeshurun.ca
or by calling 204-489-6262.

Netflix acquires Israeli show about a school shooting
(JTA) — Netflix acquired “Blackspace,” an eight-part Israeli thriller

series about a school shooting carried out by masked figures, it was
announced Thursday.

The show follows police as they investigate the death of four students,
according to The Hollywood Reporter.

“Key to the investigation is an app, Blackspace, that the school’s pupils
use to communicate with one another, sharing their secrets out of view of
their parents and the adult world,” The Hollywood Reporter explained.

The series — produced by Federation Entertainment, which is under the
Israeli channel Reshet 13 — already has the green light for a second sea-
son from Netflix.



Wednesday, April 28, 2021, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   13

Community news

By MYRON LOVE

Lissie Rappaport is playing a leadership role
in the campaign to end homelessness in
our community.  The daughter of Lynn and

Alan Rappaport – and granddaughter of Rabbi
Sholom and Elaine Rappaport (oleh hasholem) is
currently the Manager of Housing Supply at End
Homelessness Winnipeg, a position that she has
held for more than two years.

Homelessness is a longstanding problem  -  not
just in Winnipeg – which, Rappaport notes, has
been made worse by  Covid, which has cost even
more people their jobs and incomes.   She reports
that there were an estimated 1,500 homeless
people living on our streets  in 2018 - a number
which has probably increased, she adds.

It should not come as a surprise that 70% of the
homeless in our city are Indigenous people.
Many of the homeless are individuals who grew
up in foster care and mental illness  is also a fac-
tor in many cases.

“Not much has changed in the past few years,” she points out.  While she credits the work of Siloam
Mission, the Salvation Army and the Main Street Project for the work they do in caring for the home-
less, she asserts that the only way to end this scourge is the development of more affordable, variable,
permanent housing.

“Lack of housing exacerbates family break-up and mental health issues,” Rappaport  notes.
“We try to engage with foundations and private businesses to help build more affordable housing

projects,” she says.
Rappaport notes that Jewish Child and Family Service is one of many such service organizations

that offers assistance.
She also stressed the importance of more such housing being owned and operated by Indigenous

groups that can also provide peer support.
Rappaport credits the teachings of her zaida and baba and the way she and her sister were raised for

her lifetime commitment to community activism.  (Her sister is a social
worker on the West Coast.)

“We were steeped in Jewish culture and tradition,” she recalls.  “We were
taught the importance of charity.”

Rappaport attended Ramah for elementary school and Gray Academy to
Grade 10. She finished high school at the University of Winnipeg
Collegiate.  She has a Bachelor of Arts-Honours in Urban & Inner City
Studies from the University of Winnipeg. During her undergraduate years,
she focused on urban poverty, women in the inner city, Indigenous gover-
nance, and community development.

From the University of Manitoba, she earned a Master of City Planning
designation. Her thesis focused on municipal housing policy, exploring the
potential for inclusionary housing in Winnipeg’s slow-growth context. She
received the Mayor’s Medal in City Planning, awarded to a student who
has made a significant contribution to Urban Studies.

Her previous experience includes planning and facilitating art workshops
for children and youth in Winnipeg’s Inner City for an organization
called Art City Inc.; the North End Program Co-ordinator for Food
Matters Manitoba – where she was responsible for developing and man-
aging  weekly youth food skills program, Community Tables; and a
healthy food access project with neighbourhood stores as well as serving
as a liaison with North End businesses; and as a research associate for
the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives.

Parallel to her work with End Homelessness, Rappaport is available
for consulting duties as a city planner.  As a volunteer, she served as
board chair of the Daniel McIntyre St. Matthews Community
Association – a neighbourhood renewal organization – for six years up
until last August.

For the past three years, she has been an executive committee member
of Building Equality in Architecture Prairies, a new initiative that pro-
motes equity and diversity in the city-building professions through con-
necting architects, landscape architects, urban planners, interior design-
ers and the construction industry across the prairies.

Rappaport celebrates her Jewish roots largely through participation in
the Shalom Aleichem community yom tov celebrations and through her
extended family, to whose numbers she will soon be adding one more.
She says that she is expecting her first child in June.

“I try to live every day practicing tikkun olam,” she says. 

End homelessness advocate Lissie Rappaport credits
her zaida forinfluencing her career path
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LISSIE RAPPAPORT

STEWART ELSTON
Powell Property Group
2021 President Manitoba Real Estate Assoc.
2016 President Winnipeg REALTORS® 

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

For All Your Real Estate Needs! 
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Four young Jewish women join together to create “SIMCHA Zine”
By BERNIE BELLAN

Four young Jewish
women, three of
whom are from

Winnipeg, one from
Toronto, have joined
forces to produce a
“zine” aimed at a Jewish
audience titled “SIM-
CHA Zine”.

The four are: Erin
Meagan Schwartz,
Sophie Hershfield (both
from Winnipeg), Adi
Farage (who is from
Winnipeg, but currently
living in Toronto), and
Liesje Rolia (who is a
Torontonian) - and who
is the graphic designer for the zine.

Erin Schwartz said she graduated from the University
of Winnipeg “four or five years ago with an Honours
B.A. in Women and Gender Studies”. She also has “a
background in theatre, specifically improv theatre,” she
added.

Adi Farage graduated from the University of Winnipeg
in 2018 with a B.A. in Sociology. “I’m currently about
one semester off from finishing my Bachelor of Social
Work,” she noted.

“My background is in Jewish community building,”
she said. “I’ve been involved with all sorts of Jewish and
general organizations.”

Sophie Hershfield, (who, I recalled, we had profiled
previously in this paper as a champion debater), did not
go into law – surprisingly – much to her grandparents’ –
(Earl and Betty Ann Hershfield) disappointment, she
admitted.

“I graduated with an Honours degree in English
Literature” (also from the U of W), she said. “I will soon
be starting my Masters in English Lit at the University of
Toronto,” she added. “I’ll also be doing a special con-
centration in Jewish Studies,” she noted.

The first edition of “SIMCHA Zine” was actually produced in the fall,
but at that point it was only available digitally. This month, 200 print copies
of the magazine are about to be distributed to various individuals who had
pre-ordered the magazine.

The “zine” is a bound publication, not stapled together – more like a
book than a magazine. I wondered whether, considering how much that
must have cost, whether the women had incurred a loss producing their first
edition. 

As it turned out, however, according to Adi Farage, “SIMCHA Zine” had
enough pre-orders to actually cover the cost of production.

Recently, I spoke with the three Winnipeg women who are behind the
project – Erin, Adi, and Sophie. I asked them what led them to want to cre-
ate a magazine and what their plans might be for the future.

The three Winnipeg-born contributors to the project have known each
other for years, and Liesje was introduced to Erin and Adi through Sophie. 

Erin Schwartz said that they first began to talk about doing a magazine in
the summer. It was “definitely a ‘labour of love’,” she said – “a passion
project”.

Adi Farage explained that the idea for a magazine came about “as a silly
joke. We were just playing with the idea and then we realized ‘We can actu-

ally do this’. It was a fun project, then we found out
people were actually interested in it, then it turned
into a real thing.”

Apparently I was one of the very first individuals to
see the magazine – in late 2020, when I was sent a
digital copy. At the time I was very impressed with the
production values. What I saw was a 30-page blend of
serious essays, poetry, and some striking visual pieces
(although later I was told the print version is actually
60 pages so what I saw must have been 30 double
pages). 

In the introduction by Erin Schwartz, she notes that
“This zine shares stories of collective identity, per-
sonal history, and starting again from where we are.”

One of the pieces, titled “The Smell of Chicken
Soup”, is by Farrah Perlmutter, daughter of Toby and
Irvin Vinsky, in which Farrah contemplates what
being Jewish has meant to her, first as a daughter in a
traditional home where Shabbat was an important part
of her and her sisters’ lives, later when she married
someone who came from a home where religious
observance wasn’t important. (Ed. note: My first
encounter with a young Farrah Vinsky was when she
was a teenage model who was featured in our paper

back in the 1980s.)

Other pieces are equally serious. I asked the women, therefore, whether
it would be fair to describe “SIMCHA Zine” as a literary magazine?

Erin responded, “I think so.” She went on to explain that the term “zine”
derives from “punk culture”. 

A “zine”, she said, “is usually a small published work – it can really be
about anything.”

“Part of the reason we wanted to do the magazine,” Erin added, “is that
we wanted Jewish people to create and submit pieces of work that meant
something to them and we didn’t want to be strict about what kind of
Jewish content it was.”

As a result, while some of the content is quite identifiably Jewish, she
explained, such as “a poem about BBYO”, “there are also poems inspired
by whatever” being Jewish means to the contributors.

As far as how the zine found contributors, Erin said “We put out an open
call for contributors and we asked a lot of people that we knew, but we also
put it out on social media.”

Unfortunately, it is too late to order a copy of the first edition of “SIM-
CHA Zine”, but you can follow “SIMCHA Zine” on Instagram to find out
about future issues and calls for further contributions.

ADI FARAGE ERIN MEAGAN
SCHWARTZ

SOPHIE
HERSHFIELD

LIESJE ROLIA

Cover of 1st issue of “SIMCHA Zine”

than in the Democratic camp. Speaker
after speaker at the conference extolled
the ouster of Trump and Democratic
wins in Congress. The Jewish

Democratic Council of America, a partisan group, hosted a session on
political strategy.

One of the many topics tackled at the conference was an exploration of a
Palestinian-Israeli confederation as a means of preserving the two-state
solution. Also on the agenda was advocacy for restrictions on how Israel
spends U.S. assistance. Last week, J Street endorsed a bill that would ban
Israel from using U.S. funds on jailing Palestinian minors, destroying
Palestinian buildings and annexing Palestinian land. For a group that calls
itself pro-Israel, that was a notable break from the pro-Israel orthodoxy that
American financial assistance to Israel is sacrosanct.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., who spoke Monday afternoon, said “it

would be irresponsible not to consider all of the tools we have at our dis-
posal” to influence Israel, including military assistance. Sen. Bernie
Sanders of Vermont, who spoke that night, delivered a similar message.
During their unsuccessful presidential bids last year, both Sanders and
Warren said aid to Israel should no longer be untouchable.

Unusually, Warren also weighed in on coalition negotiations in Israel,
advising parties not to endorse Netanyahu for another term. Warren likened
the situation facing the party leaders to Americans who in November unit-
ed to remove Trump from office. Israel’s elected leaders should do the
same, she said, and give the Israeli people a new prime minister.

“Will they continue to fight among themselves and, in the process, prop
up a corrupt leader who puts his own interests ahead of those of his coun-
try?” she said, referring to Netanyahu’s current trial on corruption charges.
“Or will they join together to begin the difficult task of rooting out corrup-
tion and reinstating the rule of law?”

Abbas
(Contnued from page 7.)



Review by MARTIN ZEILIG

How does one deal with, and come to terms
with, the-too-soon loss of a spouse, who suf-
fered from dementia, after many years of mar-

riage? 
In the case of David Topper, a retired professor

(Senior Scholar) of history from the University of
Winnipeg, it’s by penning a poignant poetic memoir
– an extended love letter to his wife. 

Topper was the recipient of two teaching awards
and is the author of now six books, this being the first
book of poetry—a self published work. 

The use of a poetic narrative or structure has
allowed Topper to write in a compressed manner
while still retaining a prose-like form. It’s also
allowed him to indulge in some clever and necessary
language play. 

Topper’s wife, Sylvia, died on February 2, 2020 at
the Simkin Centre.

He dedicates the book to her “and the caregivers at The Simkin Centre
whose gentle compassion opened me to another dimension of Love.”

The book begins with a Proem (an introduction) and is then divided into
two sections, “At our Home” and “At your Home”, each with several brief
chapters describing various aspects of their life together.

A sense of skepticism and dismay is expressed initially.
“They say: I’ll learn to live Sylvia’s dementia.”

“They say: I’ll find ways to adjust to her new world.”
“They say: I’ll modify my life to fit into these strange behaviours.
“They say—
“How? Like fitting into a new glove? Like trying on an outfit?
“What if it doesn’t fit, eh?
“Look, ya know, they—whoever ‘They’ are?—
“well, they say lots of nonsense, sometimes.
“Not only that, but there’s lots that they don’t tell ya.
“and ya wish they had. Too many surprises in this 
“Journey through dementia, eh?”

We learn that Sylvia, who was a psychotherapist by profession, was
always digging into the minds of others.

“Yeah, but not only digging metaphorically.
“Give her a real shovel and she would spend the better part of a day
“digging in the garden. Moving plants and stuff around.  
“Sure my guess is that this love of being close to the earth
“had its origin in the year after high school she spent
“working on a kibbutz in Israel. Never lost it.”
Topper writes about Sylvia’s other talents, including being a pianist in her

youth: “Not long after I first met you, Sylvia/you told me that you took
piano lessons/up to the age of 16, that crucial age./ “Boys replaced the
piano?” I queried./Of course I was right.

“There was a piano in the ballroom of the graduate residence/where we
both lived, and first met/I can still see you at that grand piano:/me seated
on a chair to your right, and watching your fingers/move across the keys
and finding the correct notes/as you stretching your neck to see the notes.

“Ya know, I fell in love with that neck,/right then & there,/that elegant
long neck.”

Sylvia’s skill as a seamstress inspired the book’s title:
“Ya know, I can still hear her saying: ‘Don’t throw those pieces of cloth

away;/they’re remnants, remnants.”/’Cause the word REMNANTS, to her,
didn’t mean scraps./Odds and ends to be tossed out./Not it meant useful
stuff that still could be turned into something new.” 

Topper’s devotion to his beloved wife never falters even as her dementia
worsens.“As always: I am feeding you your daily lunch/soup/entrée,
dessert/today the dessert is one of your favourites—/chocolate ice cream.

“First spoonful, I put it in your mouth/(expecting the usual satiated look
on your face)/but, instead, you freeze: staring off into space, and/the ice
cream falls from your open mouth/as your mouth then droops to one side—
and/I call out to the caregivers in the room for help—and/they immediate-
ly converge around us, followed by the on-duty nurse./We quickly transport
you to your room, lie you on your bed,/and take vital signs:…/I leave when
I’m sure that you’re really okay, and back to your old self/(or at least what’s
left of it)./Diagnosis: a very mild stroke, no apparent damage./No damage:
is that a stroke of good luck?/Not funny. Shut up!”

In the penultimate chapter, Addendum: Keep Going, Topper recalls a
drive the two of them took together years earlier:

“a warm day you are driving the car relaxed/your window is open and the
cool summer breeze/is whooshing through & all ‘round you/blowing your
hair and across your bare arms/your soft shoulders up your legs/across your
cute knees the gentle wind/fluttering your light cotton skirt/your right foot
on the gas as you are moving/going onward never at rest ever restless/ever

moving going
somewhere/anywhere/everywhere/nowhere/just going
going…/

“Keep going Sylvia, don’t stop, never, ever.../keep
going,/and going,/forever,/and forever

“Ah, Wanderlust!”

Remnants of our Life with your Dementia: 
A Poetic Memoir 
74 pg 
Available directly from Friesen Press 
($8.49 paperback)

David Topper spoke with The Jewish Post & News
about his book, Remnants of our Life with your
Dementia.

JP&N: Why did you decide to write a prose poem rather than a standard
memoir about your experience with your wife’s dementia?

DT: When Sylvia was in the early stage of dementia, I thought of writ-
ing about it, and even started making some occasional notes.  But I quick-
ly realized that there are myriad books describing the experience of watch-
ing a loved one descend into this other world, some written by famous
authors. I thought: what can I say that hasn’t been already said, and much
better than I ever could? And so, I dropped the idea.

Around this time, I was also reading much poetry, a love of which began
in my undergraduate years in the early 1960s. In the course of this latest
reading spree, I read the four poetry books of Catherine Hunter, a former
student of mine at the University of Winnipeg, whose work had won
awards. I was overawed at the brilliance and downright smartness of her
prose poems, so much so that I read her books over and over. 

And so, one day as I was pondering my experience with Sylvia’s demen-
tia, I started writing my feelings down as prose poetry. And like much of
the writing that I do, this spark triggered more scribbles; I got caught up in
the experience and kept coming back to it day after day, until after many
months, it was finished. In this case, the result was the book Remnants of
Our Life with Your Dementia, my tribute to my dearly missed late wife.    
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Remnants of our Life with your Dementia: A Poetic Memoir by David Topper 

75% of House members back 
no conditions on aid to Israel

April 22, 2021 WASHINGTON (JTA) — More than three-quarters of
House members oppose placing any conditions on aid to Israel, including
some progressives from the Democratic Party’s left wing.

They made the point clear in a letter sent Thursday to the body’s chief
appropriators.

The letter to Reps. Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn., the chairwoman of the
Appropriations Committee, and Kay Granger, R-Texas, the ranking mem-
ber on the committee, was signed by 331 members of the House of
Representatives and was split just about evenly between Republicans and
Democrats.

The support from the progressives is notable as calls from the left to con-
dition aid to Israel increase and a number of left-wing Democrats have
introduced a bill that would require increased oversight of how Israel
spends the $3.8 billion it receives annually.

Among the leading progressives who signed the letter are Reps. Andy
Levin of Michigan and Ro Khanna of California.

AIPAC, the powerhouse pro-Israel lobby, strongly backed the letter.
“This is a very strong bipartisan statement that full security assistance to

Israel – without additional conditions – is in the national security interest
of the United States,” Marshall Wittmann, AIPAC’s spokesman, told the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

The letter employs a frame long favored by AIPAC — casting assistance
to Israel as inextricable from U.S. foreign assistance, and describing for-
eign aid as critical to U.S. foreign policy.

“Just as foreign assistance is an investment in advancing our values and
furthering our global interests, security aid to Israel is a specific investment
in the peace and prosperity of the entire Middle East,” says the letter, which
was initiated by Rep. Ted Deutch, D-Fla., the chairman of the House
Middle East subcommittee, and Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas, the top
Republican on the Foreign Affairs Committee. Deutch is Jewish.

The emphasis on the benefits of foreign aid comes at a time that right-
wing Republicans, influenced by former President Donald Trump’s isola-
tionism, are calling for cuts. Still, a number of those Republicans signed
the letter, which also supports the two-state solution. Trump had down-
played the idea and a number of Republicans have all but abandoned it.

“U.S. support for Israel makes the region a safer place and bolsters diplo-
matic efforts aimed at achieving a negotiated two-state solution, resulting
in peace and prosperity for both Israelis and Palestinians,” the letter says.



It was not hard for me to
jump on the Harry Prosen
bandwagon for at least

three reasons:
First, his last name is so

very close to mine that I felt
a kind of a brotherly connec-
tion to him. After all, Prosen

and Posner have the same letters, just rearranged. 
Second, Harry Prosen is likely the oldest Jewish

graduate of the University of Manitoba Medical school
still working in the area of psychiatry . He will be 91 in
June and still counting. 

Third, Prosen has serious credentials. 
Prosen has had a long and illustrious career - and he

did it in two countries, another remarkable achieve-
ment. Prosen can say that he has been actively involved
in both clinical and teaching psychiatry for over 50
years.  

From 1975 to 1987, Harry Prosen served as the Head of the Department
of Psychiatry at the University of Manitoba.  And then, just like a hockey
player exercising his option, he was picked up by the Department of
Psychiatry and Behavioural Medicine at the Medical College of Wisconsin,
from 1987- 2003. 

Over his entire career Prosen has been on the boards of many clinical and
academic institutions, government and editorial boards in both countries, as
well as serving as a consultant to many universities and other associations. 

Moreover, in 1978-79, Prosen was  President of the Canadian Psychiatric
Association. His work at the Medical College in Wisconsin earned Harry
the Distinguished Service Award. Significantly, students in the Medical
Faulty in Wisconsin elected him to the Alpha Omega honorary medical
society. 

Not to be overlooked is that Prosen is a Fellow of the Royal Colleges of
Canada, the United Kingdom, the American College of Psychiatry and a
Distinguished Fellow of the American Psychiatric Association. In short, a
lightweight Prosen is not. Just how did all of this happen to the Saskatoon-
born Prosen?

In fact, Prosen  grew up in Calgary until he was 15,
when his mother, the former Ruth Prosen,  prevailed on
his father to move to Winnipeg so she could be close to
her sister, Laura Moser. 

Thus, it came to pass that Harry Prosen grew up on
Burrows and later Inkster Boulevard, attended St. John’s
Tech High School and ultimately entered the University
of Manitoba. Prosen had psychiatry in his mind and as he
puts it, the path to becoming a psychiatrist was through
Medicine, so that is why he entered that field. He had lit-
tle in the way of Jewish trailblazers as the only other indi-
vidual at the time who had gone the psychiatry route was
Dr. John Matas. Harry’s initial studies were at the
University of Manitoba. He then finished his residency at
the University of Chicago and came under the tutelage of
some notable researchers, including Heinz Kohut. 

It would not ba a stretch to say that Harry Prosen was
in large part responsible for building the Department of

Psychiatry in Manitoba.  And, even to this day, Harry still attends grand
rounds  in Winnipeg on a regular basis - virtually, as well as in Wisconsin.
Still, even with all his achievements in Manitoba, when he tried to Zoom
in recently to the Psych Health Centre, he was asked who he was and how
to spell his name. 

Prosen, who was once the President of the Jewish Child and Family
Service in Winnipeg, and therapist for a number of professionals, faced a
major decision when he was 57. He had an opportunity to start a new
department in Milwaukee, and as Harry puts it, his wife, the former Yvonne
Schussler,  told him “ Harry, you are a builder, go where they want you to
build. “ That is exactly what he did. 

One area in which Prosen became significantly involved was working
with primates. That came about due to his emphasis on inter-generational
issues in families, having to do in particular with empathy and empathetic
deficits. If you read any of his early work on non- verbal communications
and variations in facial features under different circumstances, you could
get a glimpse of how he soon became so interested in working with pri-
mates, particularly bonobos. Harry’s work with one particular bonobo
named Brian received significant publicity as he essentially rehabilitated a
very young, but disturbed bonobo and basically helped him to the point
where he became an alpha male. The case was so unusual that there was an
entire story about Harry and Brian in the Atlantic Monthly. 

Sadly, Harry told me that Covid has negatively affected primates like
Barry, who has now reverted to his original withdrawn state. Nonetheless,
Harry’s serious commitment to primates is confirmed by the fact that he
was the psychiatric consultant to the Bonobo Species Preservation Society
(Who knew?) and he continues to work with one of the largest collections
of captive bonobo primates in the world at the Milwaukee County Zoo. 

Find anyone else from Burrows Avenue who can make that statement. 
In short, given all that Harry has done, is it any wonder  that I wax more

than prosaic about Prosen’s accomplishments? 

Harry Prosen a psychiatric star wherever he goes 
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Rare ‘fortress synagogue’ to return to 
Jewish ownership in Lutsk, Ukraine

(JTA) — A municipality in Ukraine pledged
to return to Jewish ownership what’s left of a
17th-century synagogue that the Nazis partial-
ly destroyed and the Soviets turned into a
sports school.

The building that contains parts of the for-
mer Great Synagogue of Lutsk will be gifted
to the Jewish Community of Lutsk, a non-
profit that represents Jews there, a city offi-
cial told the news site Suspilne last week.

The former synagogue is in poor condition,
requiring millions of dollars to be renovated.
Hanna Matusowska, a local Jewish commu-
nity leader, said the community will raise funds to renovate the building
and reopen it as a synagogue that also functions as a museum.

Robust and reminiscent of a medieval castle, the synagogue is one of a
few Jewish houses of worship built to also serve as a fortress, according to
the London-based Foundation for Jewish Heritage.

In 1942, German occupation forces destroyed parts of the synagogue,
which was built in 1626.

The Soviets rebuilt the building to serve as a sports facility. Since 1981,
it has housed the Dynamo sports school, where some 177 students are
taught, Suspilne reported. An alternative facility will be made available to
them, according to the Lutsk official, Pavlo Rudetsky.

Lutsk, which is situated about 200 miles west of Kyiv, the Ukraine cap-
ital, once was a major hub of Jewish life in the region. In 1937, the city had
15,879 Jews, constituting about 40% of its population, according to YIVO
Encyclopedia. In 1941, the Germans and locals murdered nearly all the
Jews there.

The former Great
Synagogue of Lutsk,
Ukraine. (The Center for

Jewish Art/Foundation for

Jewish Heritage)


