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Israel Pavilion was back in style week of Aug. 7 -14

Shalom Square, the Israel Pavilion for Folklorama,
played host to sold-out crowds night after night this past
week. It was the first time in three years that Folklorama
was held and, although the number of pavilions was
reduced  to only 24 (down from the 40 that participated in
2019), the likelihood was that having far fewer pavilions
open led to much larger crowds at well-known pavilions
such as Shalom Square. Like almost everything else hav-
ing to do with Covid of late though, attendees were evi-

dently largely unconcerned with the
threat of catching - or spreading
Covid., as very few attendees wore masks. And, while the
Chai dancers may have been lacking in numbers (there
were only 10 dancers), they more than made up for it in
energy and enthusiasm. There were also the usual number
of booths on “Main Street” where vendors were able to
hawk their wares once more. More pictures on page 17.

Keith Levit photos
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Camp Massad expecting to host more than 150
former Massadniks for 70th reunion

By MYRON LOVE

After two years of enforced closure due to provincial government
Covid lockdowns, Camp Massad is back this summer and looking
forward to a real blast this year to end the season.  On the weekend

of August 26-28, the only Hebrew-immersion summer camp in North
America, will be celebrating its 70th anniversary with a reunion of former
campers, counsellors and board members.

“We are expecting over 150 Massadniks from across Canada and around
the world – representing several generations - to join us for this exciting
occasion,” says Josh Winestock, the newly installed president of Camp
Massad.  “We will be showcasing all the magical moments that make
Massad so special – the singalongs, the shtick, the Shabbat dinners and
havdalah services – that will bring back happy memories of our camping
days.”

From its very beginnings in 1953, Massad has offered a camping experi-
ence unlike any other Jewish camp in Western Canada. In addition to being
a Hebrew-immersion camp, the camping experience has included singa-
longs and Israeli dance and skits and songs in the evenings, complement-
ing such traditional camping activities as swimming, hiking and a variety
of sports.

Massad grew out of the Talmud Torah Hebrew School and Zionist youth
groups. The campsite at Winnipeg Beach was originally a Habonim camp.
With the founding of the State of Israel, most of the Habonim leadership
was anticipating making aliyah.

One of the Habonim youths, Soody Kleiman, had spent nine months in
Israel where he had learned about two Hebrew-speaking camps that were
both Camp Massads – in Pennsylvania – and he felt that one could work
for Winnipeg as well.

On his return to Winnipeg in 1952,  before making aliyah, Kleiman and
some friends were able to get support from the leadership of the Keren
Hatarbut organization (Labour Zionists) in Winnipeg for a Hebrew-immer-
sion camp.

Among Kleiman’s most important supporters was Rabbi Abraham
Kravetz, the principal of Talmud Torah, who promoted the new camp
among his students. “Our Habonim camp had always kept kosher,”
Kleiman said. “And we had a Shabbat service.”

Kleiman became the new camp’s first senior counsellor and program
director. Ed Yuditsky, the principal of the Talmud Torah in Regina, became
the camp’s first director.

Leona Billinkoff was recruited to be the first administrator. Billinkoff
had been a volunteer at Talmud Torah and had impressed Rabbi Kravetz
with her abilities. She turned out to be an inspired choice to lead Massad.
She served in that role for 25 years and left her stamp on Massad.

It was also helpful that Billinkoff’s late husband, Alex, was a builder by
profession. He helped build up the camp’s physical infrastructure.

“The programs we set up are little changed to this day,” said Kleiman on
the celebration of the camp’s 60th anniversary in 2012. “I am delighted that
the camp has succeeded so well.”

Much has changed about the campsite since that last reunion, Winestock
notes. Coinciding with that reunion, the Massad board of directors
launched a successful $1,000,000 fundraising campaign – the largest such
campaign in the camp’s history - which has transformed the appearance of
the camp. Among the new features are a swimming pool, an infirmary, a
new soccer field, expanded dining hall and overall enhanced accessibility
across the camp site. As well, all the cabins are now insulated and have
dropped ceilings, there have been major improvements to the landscaping
and the ongoing problems with drainage are a thing of the past.

Winestock reports that board members and staff began talking about the
reunion a couple of
years ago and started
serious planning last
year.

“Last year was cer-
tainly challenging and
our numbers this sum-
mer weren’t back to
what they were pre-
pandemic,” notes long
time camp Executive
Director Daniel
Sprintz, “but we were
really excited to have
campers back on site
and we are looking
forward to our 70
reunion weekend. 

“We are optimistic
that next year, we will
be closer to our full
enrollment.” 
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Purchase of Town Island by Nature
Conservancy of Canada through the efforts

of BB Camp now finalized
By BERNIE
BELLAN

For several
years now
we have

been reporting on
the uncertain
future of Town
Island, home to
BB Camp, as a
result of attempts
by the City of
Kenora to elicit
interest in having
that portion of the
island that is not
already owned by BB  Camp sold.

There have been many twists and turns in this story.
In February 2020 we reported on the attempt by the City of Kenora to

elicit expressions of interest from anyone interested in buying that portion
of Town Island that did not belong to BB Camp.

Back then we wrote about a proposed partnership between BB Camp and
the Nature Conservancy of Canada in an attempt to eliminate once and for
all the possibility that the City of Kenora might sell the 200 acres of Town
Island that did not belong to BB Camp to a private developer who, in turn,
could subdivide the island into private lots.

Here is some history of what led to the precarious situation for BB Camp,
as sent to us by a group known as the “Friends of Town Island:”

“Over the last six decades, BB Camp has been fortunate to use this beau-
tiful property. Historically, BB Camp leased Town Island from the City of
Kenora and the land’s primary use arrangement continued until the mid-
2000s. Since that time, this arrangement has been threatened with poten-
tially negative consequences for BB Camp.  The proposed partnership with
the NCC provides a unique opportunity to protect Town Island in perpetu-
ity for the continued use of BB Camp and its campers.

“In 2008, the City of Kenora proposed a potential development plan to
subdivide the approximately 200 acres on Town Island into cottage prop-
erties or other developments. In 2014, through the efforts of the BB Camp
Board of Directors and countless friends of the Camp, the Camp was able
to secure and purchase our footprint on the Island (approximately 30 acres)
while the remaining 200 acres of the Island would become Crown-owned
land as the proceeds of a land swap program with the Province of Ontario,
allowing BB Camp to continue operations as we had been for almost 60
years.”

As it turned out however, the proposed land swap between the City of
Kenora and the Province of Ontario never led anywhere. As a result, we
quoted from a communication received from the Friends of Town Island in
January 2020:  “In the fall of 2019, the City of Kenora was once again
looking to use the approximately 200 acres of undeveloped land to gener-
ate revenue for the City. Though our main campsite will remain unharmed
as of the 2008 purchase, the remaining land, including the nine camping
areas on the “back side” of the Island, which are instrumental to our pro-
gram and history, were being considered to be sold and redeveloped as cot-
tage properties.”

In January 2020 we wrote, however, that the City of Kenora had failed to
elictit a single expression of interest in purchasing the 200 acres of Town
Island that it was interested in selling:

I wrot then that “I am now glad to report that, at least for the time being,
the sale of Town Island has been averted – not because the City of Kenora
dropped the idea of selling it; rather, it was because Kenora did not receive
one single ‘expression of interest’ in buying the island, according to an
email I received from Kenora’s Manager of Development Service, Adam
Smith.”

In September 2021 we reported on a fundraising campaign embarked
upon by BB Camp to raise $2.85 million by August 2022 to buy back part
of Town Island from the City of Kenora on behalf of the Nature
Conservancy of Canada 

We noted then that the City of Kenora had issued a deadline to the Nature
Conservancy of Canada of August 2022 to come up with $2.85 million to
buy the rest of Town Island.

We wrote that “the Nature Conservancy has turned to BB Camp for help
in raising the necessary funds. Following is part of a communication
received from BB Camp which outlines the situation:”

“BB Camp has called Town Island home since 1954. The Island and BB
Camp’s use have (Continued on page 5. See “Town Island.”)

Satellite photo of Town Island



For a while there it looked like we were
headed for yet another repeat of the show-
downs that have become all too frequent

between Israel and Hamas.
Then, somewhat surprisingly, after only 56

hours, a ceasefire between Israel and Islamic
Jihad went into effect – and, so far, it is holding.
We’d become so used to the spiraling up of rock-

ets fired from Gaza for days on end in past con-
frontations between Hamas (with Islamic Jihad also involved every time)
and Israel, only to end when Israel had inflicted such heavy damage on
both groups that they were forced to accept cease fires.

It seems easy to forget that there was another burst of violence emanat-
ing from Gaza only 15 months ago, beginning on May 10, 2021, and end-
ing on May 21. While Israel’s Iron Dome was extremely effective at inter-
cepting Hamas-fired rockets last year, the damage inflicted by both sides
then was far more severe than this time, with 13 Israelis and at least 256
Palestinians killed.

This time no Israelis were killed and, while at least 51 Palestinians were
killed, according to the Israel Defense Forces, 15 of those killed were killed
by Islamic Jihad rockets that misfired.

Here is what a report from Haaretz had to say about Islamic Jihad’s will-
ingness to kill its own people:

“As a pioneer of suicide bombings, Palestinian Islamic Jihad has long
made clear its willingness to kill Palestinians in order to kill Israelis. The
latest surge of fighting across the Gaza Strip border took the group’s tacti-
cal nihilism up a notch: Its rockets caused Palestinian casualties that
exceeded the collateral damage from Israel’s military strikes.

“According to estimates from the Israel Defense Forces, of the approxi-
mately 51 dead in Gaza, at least 15 were killed by Palestinian rockets that
unintentionally landed in the coastal strip. Haaretz’s latest report indicates
16 killed by rockets and 49 Palestinians in total. By contrast, Israel killed
11 Palestinians as collateral damage. The remainder of the deaths involved
Palestinian terrorists killed by Israeli forces.

“These same estimates indicate that of the approximately 1,100 projec-
tiles launched by the terrorist group, roughly 200 rockets – or 18 percent of
all strikes – malfunctioned or otherwise fell short of their target. Thanks to
Israel’s Iron Dome air-defense system, no Israelis perished from
Palestinian rockets.

“Two of the Islamic Jihad misfires that killed Palestinians took place in
the final hours of the conflict, as the group stepped up its salvos in the hope
of entering the cease-fire with dead Israelis as a trophy. No doubt the gun-
ners’ zest to beat the deadline, while avoiding exposure to lethal Israeli
counterstrikes, had further deleterious effects on the accuracy of these
rockets.

“Also clear: the dismal operational performance of Islamic Jihad,
twinned with Israel’s decapitation of the Islamic Jihad high command, con-
tributed to the Iranian-backed faction’s decision to agree to a cease-fire
after a reported 56 hours of fighting that exacted zero Israeli fatalities.
What remains to be seen is whether Islamic Jihad will manage to overhaul

and improve its arsenal
ahead of the next round of
violence.”

While it may have come as
quite the surprise that Hamas
actually showed total
restraint in not joining in the
hostilities initiated by
Islamic Jihad, another sur-
prising aspect of what just
took place is how well
Israel’s current prime minis-
ter, Yair Lapid, managed to
perform in his role as the
country’s ostensible com-
mander in chief.

Much had been made of
the fact that Lapid had no
combat experience himself,
joining only Ehud Olmert in
that regard. (Lapid was actu-
ally a reporter for the IDF),
yet the fact that he was will-
ing to order a preemptive
strike against Islamic Jihad –
and prove totally successful
in having made that decision,
will certainly stand him in
good stead come the next

election on November 1.
As an analytical piece on page 6 of this issue, also from Haaretz, argues,

what Lapid did stands in stark contrast to Binyamin Netanyahu, who never
ordered a pre-emptive strike at any time during his many years as Israel’s
prime minister. For all of Netanyahu’s bravado and insistence that he has
always been the only person who can insure Israel’s survival, his procras-
tination in the face of crisis has been well documented.

In fact, as many others have noted, the similarities between Netanyahu
and his once supposed close buddy, Donald Trump (who, according to
Jared Kushner, was dismissive of Netanyahu behind his back), are legion. 

The one most striking similarity between these two supposed “strong-
men” is that both are determined to regain power primarily for one reason:
to stay out of jail!

If Israel’s fractured political scene makes it all but impossible to predict
the outcome of the coming election, it now appears that Netanyahu’s
chances of returning to the prime ministership have been badly shaken.
Yes, he will continue to make all sorts of deals with other politicians,
promising them various cabinet posts and the like, but the fact that first
Naftali Bennett, and now Yair Lapid, have acquitted themselves quite well
in their roles as prime minister, is going to make it that much harder for
Netanyahu to claim that he is the only qualified candidate for the job.

A while back I read a work of fiction about the Netanyahu family titled 
“The Netanyahus: An Account of a Minor and Even Ultimately Negligible
Episode in the History of a Very Famous Family,” written by Joshua
Cohen. It actually won a Pulitzer Prize for fiction and was a National
Jewish Book Award winner.

I suppose I should still write a review of that book. I was quite busy after
I finished it just doing the day-to-day work involved in producing this
paper, but it certainly merits a full scale review.

At the time that I read it though, I thought the story was wild to the point
that it would require further research in order to determine how much the
author exaggerated a particular period in the Netanyahus’ lives. Joshua
Cohen clearly enjoyed making fun of the scion of the Netanyahu family,
Benzion Netanyahu, who, if this book was to be believed, was motivated
primarily by what he regarded as his being terribly snubbed by Israel’s
intellectual elite. He’s full of rage in the book and, although his three boys
all make appearances in the book, they’re introduced almost entirely for
comic relief. (There’s one scene in the book, however, that I can’t get out
of my mind, when Benzion Netanyahu, who is totally unprepared for a
New England winter when he arrives in the U.S., gets his feet soaking wet
in the snow, and takes off his shoes, only to reveal his socks full of holes.)

Yet, when one considers how much BB Netanyahu and Donald Trump
share an overriding narcissism that makes either one consider themselves
totally beyond reproach for any misdeeds they may have ever committed,
it’s easy to play amateur psychologist and look to their respective child-
hoods for the reasons that they turned out the way they did.  In particular,
they both worshipped their very stern and unforgiving fathers and sought
their approval.

I had actually read a much more favourable biography of Netanyahu sev-
eral years ago. One of the main takeaways from that book was that BB
Netanyahu was in awe of his older brother, Yoni, who was tragically killed
in the famous raid on Entebbe. The younger Netanyahu worshipped his
older brother and, when Yoni joined the elite Israeli commando unit,
Sayeret Maktal, BB was determined to follow in his path. 

BB actually showed tremendous courage as a member of that unit – and
was wounded during an incident when he led a mission to storm an El Al
passenger jet that had been hijacked by terrorists.

But, over the years, the Netanyahu who threw aside materialistic oppor-
tunities (he studied architecture at M.I.T. and then worked for a hedge fund
for a while) in order to follow in his brother’s footsteps, seemed to have
been seized by more craven impulses, such as benefitting financially from
his role as prime minister. In the end, it’s become all about BB – what suits
him best in his own personal ambition to be regarded as the one and only
person who can save Israel.

Of course, what more needs to be said about Donald Trump and his out-
right obsession to be the constant centre of attention? It’s fortunate that we
finally have some adults running the U.S. government, but as events con-
tinue to unfold – in their crazy and unpredictable ways down south, it looks
more and more likely that Trump is actually encouraging his nutcase fol-
lowers to take up arms and challenge governmental authorities whenever
they dare attempt to hold him to account for all his many transgressions.

Thank god we have capable figures in both Israel and the U.S. who are
more than ready to deal with the incredible challenges facing both coun-
tries. The worry though, is that followers of both Netanyahu and Trump are
often dangerously unhinged and that both men are apparently willing to
unleash whatever forces may be needed in order to keep them from facing
justice. Get ready for wild rides in both countries.
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By MYRON LOVE

Noah Lieberman has been
playing Fantasy Football
since he was 12 or 13 years

old and he says that his ratings are in
the 99th percentile worldwide.
Three weeks ago, the recent gradu-
ate of the Asper School of Business
released the quintessential book on
the popular pasttime. 

“Lieberman’s  “If You Think You
Know Fantasy Football… Think
Again”  became available through
Amazon on July 26 and is now also
on sale at Chapters at Polo Park and
Indigo on Kenaston (where he will
be having a book signing event on
August 20).

For readers who are not familiar
with Fantasy Football, this is a past-
time that puts the player in the posi-
tion of owner or general manager of
a fictional NFL (or CFL for some Canadian players) football team.  A group
of friends or co-workers get together to form a “league”.

Each player, Lieberman explains, puts a fixed amount of money – per-
haps $20 – into the pot at the beginning of the season.  Some groups also
have trophies for the winning “team”.  The players “draft” from the NFL
rosters (or CFL if playing the Canadian game) before the NFL season
begins in middle to late August.  Points are tallied each week based on how
the “drafted’ players do in real play.  At the end of the season  in December,
the player with the highest number of points collects the all or most of the
total monies in the pot.

Sometimes, second and third place finishers also receive a portion of the
collected dollars, Lieberman adds.

“There are rules and stipulations as to how to draft,” he explains.  “We
play on platforms such as Yahoo.”

There are tens of millions of players in North America alone,” he reports.

Lieberman, a Gray Academy graduate, became involved when he was
invited to join a Fantasy Football league by friends who were enthusiastic
football fans.

The newly-minted author notes that there are already many books out
there on how to win at Fantasy Football.  In his book, however, the younger
son of Jeff and Robyn Lieberman has taken a different approach. He delves
into the social and psychological aspects of the competition - what goes on

behind the scenes in fantasy sports.
According to the blurb about his book on the Amazon website,  “whether

you’re a seasoned pro, or you’ve never played before,  ‘If You Think You
Know Fantasy Football… Think Again’  will give you a fascinating per-
spective on one of the world’s fastest growing games. Noah Lieberman
provides the perfect combination of theory and humor that makes compli-
cated ideas seem simple, fun, and easy to learn. By the end, you’ll be ready
to take on the world of fantasy sports.”

“When you are competing with family, friend and co-workers, there are
social dilemmas that might arise,” Lieberman points out.  “There are dif-
ferent ways you can win.  There are those who want to win no matter the
cost.  The ideal is to compete in a healthy way while avoiding interperson-
al conflict.”

For readers looking for tips on  how to draft, Lieberman suggests trust-
ing your gut. Of course, you have to do your research.

He further notes that
the initial rounds are
the easiest as that is
when the star football
players are selected.
“The secret to suc-
cess,” he suggests,” is
finding those hidden
gems that will give
your team an advan-
tage.”

Lieberman reports
that he began working
on the 242-page “If
You Think You Know
Fantasy Football…
Think Again” in
December, 2020,
right after the regular
NFL season wrapped
up.

He notes that he is
already working on a
second book and has
ideas for a few more.

He can be contacted
at noahlieber-
man99@gmail.com.
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Fantasy Football enthusiast releases new book providing fresh perspectives on Fantasy Football

been threatened
on several occa-
sions over the
past few

decades. The City of Kenora has finally agreed to
sell the “back side” of Town Island to the Nature
Conservancy of Canada (“NCC”). BB Camp is
partnering with the NCC to help raise the funds
for the purchase. We are reaching out to you to
ask for your financial support in our efforts.

“In the early months of 2020, the hard work
and tireless efforts of the Friends of Town Island,
an advocacy group made up of concerned and
committed cottagers, and camp alumni (from
both BB Camp, and our neighbours at YMCA’s
Camp Stephens), resulted in a deal struck
between the City of Kenora and the NCC for the
NCC to purchase the land from the City. The
NCC is Canada’s largest environmental NGO
with a main mission to conserve and protect nat-
ural lands by their purchase or by the establish-
ment of conservation easements. 

“The agreement between the City of Kenora
and the NCC is contingent on the NCC raising
the $2.85m required for the purchase and associ-
ated administrative costs, which include funds
for long-term maintenance of the property and
payment of property taxes.   These funds are
required before August 2022 or the lands revert
back to the City of Kenora. It is unlikely that the
agreement can be completed without the support
and assistance of BB Camp, especially in this
case given the short timelines. The NCC and BB
Camp are entering into a memorandum of under-
standing to confirm the mutual commitment and

intent to work together to raise funds and protect
BB Camp’s access to the Island. In the event the
purchase from the City of Kenora is not com-
pleted, the NCC will return any and all donations
made as part of this fundraising effort.”

The campaign to raise $2.85 million was led
by Anita Wortzman and Leah Leibl.

This past week we received the news that the
fundraising campaign had achieved its goal. We
received this communication, which explained
that the campaign had culminated in success:

“Our plans for Town Island have been realized
and we are very pleased to share with you that
the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) final-
ly purchased the remaining 82 hectares of Town
Island from the City of Kenora on July 14, 2022!  

“Thank you to everyone who supported the
efforts to secure the conservation of Town Island
for the future. The combined forces of the NCC,
our many lake neighbours, our valued donors,
including the Asper Foundation, and the commu-
nity at large, were able to meet our fundraising
deadline and protect Town Island for the future.
It has been a long-term goal of BB Camp to
secure the preservation of Town Island. We
acknowledge this monumental event as a path to
honouring the principle of Tikkun Olam. 

“The successful purchase allows BB Camp, in
partnership with the NCC, to continue to main-
tain and expand our current programs and pro-
vide for the education and stewardship of the
Island.”  

Town Island
(Continued from page 3.)

NOAH LIEBERMAN
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Opinion/Analysis

Israel stuck between rock and hard place
in navigating Russia-Ukraine conflict

Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in
February, Israel has sent a reported 100 tons
of humanitarian aid, as well as setting up a

field hospital in western Ukraine for six weeks.
Israel’s most recent aid package – announced in
mid-July, includes 1,500 helmets, 1,500 protec-
tive vests, hundreds of mine protection suits,
1,000 gas masks and dozens of hazmat filtration
systems.

Nonetheless, Ukraine’s leadership is unhappy with Israel because Israel
is refusing to send any offensive weapons.  Israel has to take into consid-
eration the need to maintain relatively good relations with Russia because
Russian forces are stationed in Syria, Israel’s war-torn neighbour to the
north, in support of the Assad government.

Russia, however, is ticked off because Israel does not whole-heartedly
support the Russian aggression. Russia is showing its unhappiness by issu-
ing some menacing statements concerning Israel’s freedom of action in
Syria and  threatening to ban from Russia the Jewish Agency, which facil-
itates Jewish immigration to Israel from Russia.

Henry Kissinger, Secretary of State in the Nixon Administration, once
observed that “America has no friends or enemies, only interests”.  That
maxim applies to all countries.  Where Israel and the Jewish people are
concerned, both Russia and Ukraine have long histories of anti-Semitism
(as do most European countries).  At the same time, both countries still
have substantial Jewish populations.

And, in a world of realpolitick, one cannot pick and choose - even
through Russia is obviously the aggressor in the current Russian-Ukrianian
war...and most likely to be the loser.

We tend historically to overestimate the strength of armies based largely
on size.  But there are many factors that determine the outcome of any con-
flict, including morale, training, motivation and leadership.

Russia’s first mistake in its invasion of Ukraine was underestimating the
fighting ability of the other side. Much like the major European powers at
the beginning of World War I, each of when assumed victory in a  matter
of weeks, if not days,  the Russians expected the Ukrainian government to
surrender immediately.

The problem  for Russia is that its previous military experience these past
30 years has been intervening in other countries’  civil wars for one side or
the other –i.e., Syria, Moldova,  Georgia, even Ukraine, for example - con-
flicts where Russian  planes have generally enjoyed uncontested control of
the skies and were able to bomb at will.

Ukraine is a much different opponent.
There was no Russian planning, training or preparation beforehand.

Russian soldiers were sent into battle without enough food, suitable cloth-
ing for late winter weather, knowledge of the terrain or adequately main-
tained equipment – the latter due to a high level of corruption among the
military leadership which kept for itself money meant for maintenance.

The Russian soldiers weren’t even told that they were going to be invad-
ing Ukraine.

Estimates of Russian losses which I have read are about 85,000 soldiers
– including a large number of officers of all ranks - killed and wounded,
and almost 5,000 tanks, armoured personnel carriers, trucks and other
equipment destroyed or captured.

The morale among Russian soldiers, largely contract fighters from
minority populations, is very poor and many don’t want to return to
Ukraine after their contracts are up.

The Ukrainians for their part, with the help of advanced weaponry pro-
vided by the U.S., many European and other countries, have taken a strate-
gic approach to this conflict. Whereas the Russians aimlessly fire missiles
at civilian populations, the Ukrainians have been busy making bridges and
railroad tracks behind the Russian lines impassable as well as blowing up
ammunition and storage depots – also behind Russian lines – thereby cut-
ting off Russia’s ability to resupply its forces.

My guesstimate – this conflict should be over sometime later this fall
with Russia being completely expelled from all Ukrainian territory. 

What then?
Ukraine has suffered an inestimable amount of damage.  Ukraine’s lead-

ership is no less corrupt than Russia’s.  This would be a difficult time eco-
nomically for most countries to send money – and, most likely, much of
that aid money would probably disappear.

Ukraine  is facing a grim future.

Lapid Proves the Power of
a preemptive strike

Aug. 9, 2022 Haaretz The rule is that politi-
cians shouldn’t take any step that could prevent a
major disaster. It’s not because politicians are bad
people who want to harm us, but rather because
they know that preventing a catastrophe requires
initiating a small crisis that exacts a price.

And politicians are not prepared to pay that
price. They’re not prepared to sustain criticism
over the steps they have taken. And that’s why
Bibi Netanyahu never initiated a preemptive

strike against terrorism.
He always waited for the attack and only then reacted. In the process, he

protected himself, but the price was high for the victims. We all know how
we won in the 1967 Six-Day War thanks to the surprise attack by the Israel
Air Force on the morning of June 5. We also all know the heavy blow we
sustained in the 1973 Yom Kippur War, in which the country’s actual exis-
tence was at risk when the Egyptians and Syrians surprised us.

It’s therefore worth favorably noting  in handling this past week’s con-
frontation with Islamic Jihad in Gaza, dubbed Operation Breaking Dawn.
Lapid didn’t wait for Islamic Jihad to fire anti-tank missiles directly at a
target such as a bus, a house or a military base. That would have caused
large numbers of dead, giving him clear grounds to undertake a punitive
operation in response.

Instead, he surprised Islamic Jihad last Friday. He approved a targeted
killing by the Israel Air Force of two of the organization’s senior comman-
ders who never considered going into hiding because they had been certain
that Israel would wait, as it had done in the past, until the group opened fire
first.

Friday’s attack on Gaza also included about  By virtue of the element of
surprise, Islamic Jihad was caught off guard. Labor Party leader Merav
Michaeli was therefore correct in quickly expressing support for the pre-
emptive action and the operation as a whole.

After all, we can’t reconcile ourselves to a situation in which Islamic
Jihad places Israeli communities on the Gaza border under curfew due to a
terrorism threat while we remain silent. If Israel hadn’t responded, it would
have handed Islamic Jihad a major victory. And next time, the threat would
have widened, to include Ashkelon, and after that Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.

It’s also worth remembering that Islamic Jihad  is a fanatic, murderous
religious organization dedicated to the destruction of the State of Israel and
the establishment of a country ruled by Islamic law in its place. Hamas is
not greatly different in character, but it has responsibility for managing the
lives of two million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and is therefore a bit
more moderate. But at the conclusion of the fighting over the last week, it
released its own statement saying that the confrontation with Israel would
not end without Israel’s destruction.

Residents of Gaza currently live in conditions of terrible poverty and job-
lessness, but that’s not by force of nature. In 2005, Israel evacuated its
communities from Gush Katif in Gaza and turned the Strip over to the
Palestinian Authority. In 2007, Hamas took control of the Gaza Strip by
force of arms as Hamas members slaughtered representatives of Fatah, the
dominant party in the Palestinian Authority.

At that point, Hamas had two options. One was to devote its efforts to the
Strip’s economic development, establishing universities and high-tech
plants – as well as hotels along Gaza’s fantastic stretch of Mediterranean
coast. That would have transformed it into the Hong Kong of the Middle
East, while living in peace with Israel.

The second option was pouring all the money that Hamas received into
building a military force, creating an arsenal of rockets, digging tunnels
and directing all of its energies toward the major dream of extremist Islam
– the destruction of Israel and its replacement with an Islamic state on all
of Israel’s territory.

Hamas chose the second option. It preferred Qassam rockets to high-
tech, and since then we’ve been in  without an end in sight. And I have no
illusions.

Last weekend’s successful operation dealt a major blow to Islamic
Jihad’s power. The group lost two senior commanders, dozens of stores of
weapons, an attack tunnel and several Qassam production plants. But still,
the next round of fighting is just a matter of time.

It also turns out that you don’t have to be a former officer of the elite
Israeli commando unit Sareyet Matkal, as other prime ministers were, to
correctly manage such a military operation.

Lapid has another small advantage. He doesn’t need to deal with a trial
that could send him to jail. He can devote all his time and energy to crucial
decisions. And it turns out that he doesn’t do a bad job at it.

By

MYRON LOVE

By

NEHEMIA SHTRASLER
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Response to Myron Love’s opinion piece on
the Biden Administration and Israel

Bernie, I am not sure the Jewish Post & News is well served by having
Myron Love writing opinion pieces. It is time he be jettisoned from pro-
viding his opinions and be solely relegated to writing his soft profiles on
members of the community.

Your readers would know that the JP&N gave Love the opportunity to
spread his anti vax and Freedom Convoy supporting opinions earlier this
year… opinions totally out of touch with a significant percentage of
Winnipeg Jewry and the larger community.

In his latest column Love admonishes the Biden administration for sup-
porting a two-state solution for Israel and Palestine. He refers to the Biden
administration as blatantly anti-Israel.

If Love had done his research he would know that in recent polling
almost 40% of Israelis support a two state solution. Are these people bla-
tantly anti-Israel? But why would Love allow the facts to interfere with his
biased opinion? He also ignores the fact that the Biden administration put
forward in its 2022 budget $3.8 billion dollars in military aid for Israel.
Does that sound like the Biden Administration is blatantly anti-Israel?

As I said, time to stop allowing Love give his biased and uninformed
opinions in the JP&N.
Irwin Corobow

Memories of the late Aron Katz and his family
Hi Bernie,

Your article about Aron (z”l) waa very thought provoking and nostalgic.
Ronia, Aron and I think Miriam went to Peretz School. Ronia was in my

brother’s class and Aron was a grade behind me. It is possible that the older
brother and sisters were students there, too. I just don’t remember. 

This tragedy not only affected the Katz family but also many of us that
were connected with the school. You usually knew kids a little older and
younger than you.

I believe that Saul Bodenheimer, who is a doctor in New York, is a first
cousin, as well as Rabbi Allan Finkel. I am sure that the whole family left
Winnipeg years ago.

Thanks again. Aron’s memory is still cherished by many of us.
Sharon Love

Statistics Canada is reporting that Jews remained the religious group
most frequently targeted by hate crimes in 2021

By LILA SARICK
August 2, 2022 (CJN) Jews are the religious group most targeted by hate

crimes, according to a Statistics Canada report on police-reported crime
statistics, released Aug. 2, 2022.

The analysis of police-reported crimes in 2021   showed that hate crimes
in Canada increased by 27 percent, rising from 2,646 incidents in 2020, to
3,360. This increase follows an earlier 36 percent jump from 2019 to 2020.

Non-violent hate crimes increased by 26 percent, while violent hate
crimes increased by 29 percent.

In 2021, as in previous years, Jewish-Canadians were the most targeted
religious group, reporting 487 hate crimes, an increase of 47 percent from
331 crimes the previous year and 306 crimes in 2019.

Blacks were the single most targeted group, reporting 642 crimes in
2021, a slight decrease from the previous year. Between 2019 and 2020,
reported hate crimes against Blacks soared from 345 in 2019 to 676 in
2020.

Both Muslims and Catholics saw the reported number of hate crimes
increase greatly from 2020 to 2021. In 2021, Muslims reported 144 hate
crimes, an increase from 84 the previous year, while Catholics reported 155
hate crimes, an increase from 43 in 2020.

The increase in hate crimes against Muslims in 2021 occurred in the same
year as a car-ramming attack on a Muslim family in London, Ont. that left
four people dead and a surviving child injured, the report pointed out.

“While it is not possible to link police-reported hate crime incidents to
particular events, media coverage and public discourse can increase aware-
ness as well as draw negative reactions from people who share hateful atti-
tudes,” the report noted.

“In 2021, there were discoveries of unmarked graves on former residen-
tial school sites. Following these discoveries, there were reports of hate
incidents targeting the Indigenous population as well as churches and other
religious institutions.”

Jewish advocacy groups are “deeply concerned’ by the consistently
growing number of hate crimes.

About 380,000 Jews live in Canada, about 1 percent of the population,

but Jews were victims of 14 percent of all hate crimes, the Centre for Israel
and Jewish Affairs noted.

“Statistically, Canadian Jews were more than 10 times more likely than
any other Canadian religious minority to report being the target of a hate
crime. This is alarming,” said Shimon Koffler Fogel, CEO of CIJA.

“This report should be a call to action for all Canadians to stand against
antisemitism and all forms of hate. Like the Jewish community, many
racialized and minority communities experienced a spike in hate crime last
year, further underscoring the need for concerted efforts to stop this wor-
rying trend.”

Almost exactly one year ago, the federal government hosted two nation-
al summits on combatting antisemitism and Islamophobia.

The 2022 budget included $85 million for the “New Anti-Racism
Strategy and National Action Plan on Combatting Hate” as well as a $11
million, five-year pledge for an envoy to combat antisemitism, (the current
envoy is Irwin Cotler), and a special representative to address
Islamophobia.

“Once again, the Jewish community has remained one of the leading
groups victimized by hate crimes in Canada, news that comes as no sur-
prise as we’ve continued to witness a dramatic rise in reports of antisemit-
ic incidents over the past few years,” said Jaime Kirzner-Roberts, director
of policy at Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center. “Unfortunately, in reali-
ty, the number of hate crimes targeting Jews and other minority groups is
much higher than stated in the report, as many incidents go unreported. All
Canadians must remain vigilant and call police when they witness or are
the victims of hate crimes.”

Fluctuations in the number of incidents could be attributed to a “true
change” in the volume of hate crimes or could reflect increased public
reporting “because of increased community outreach by police or height-
ened sensitivity after high-profile events,” the Stats Canada report noted. It
cited a 2019 survey that found that about only about one in five (22 per-
cent) “of criminal incidents perceived to be motivated by hate” were
reported to police.

FSWC calls for defunding Montreal student
groups in ‘Glory to Our Martyrs’ rally

(August 11, 2022 / JNS)
Officials from the Friends of
Simon Wiesenthal Center in
Canada have written to the lead-
ers of two Montreal schools,
McGill University and
Concordia University, asking
them to defund student groups
that are participating in an anti-
Israel rally there.

The groups—Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights McGill and
Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights Concordia—are listed as being
among the local co-sponsors of the “Glory to Our Martyrs” rally, the first
of which was held on Wednesday evening in Montreal.

Similar rallies are expected to be held in Vancouver (Aug. 11) and
Toronto (Aug. 13), with another slated for Los Angeles on Aug. 11 and
Houston on Aug. 14.

In a Facebook post promoting the event, members of the McGill solidar-
ity group wrote: “Montreal-emergency protest to honor the martyrs of
Gaza. Over the past few days, Zionist aggression has escalated, with the
killing of over 44 Palestinians and countless injured across Gaza.”

They continued: “Despite the ruthless attempts to break Palestinians’ col-
lective spirit, the latest war has been named ‘The Unity of All Fronts.’ It is
in this spirit of unity that we call on the Montreal community to march
against Zionist aggression and honor our martyrs,” adding that “until full
liberation and return, the struggle continues.”

There was no mention of the 1,100 rockets fired by Palestinian Islamic
Jihad in the Gaza Strip towards Israel from Aug. 5-7, many of which fell
short of their target, killing and injuring residents of the coastal enclave,
including children.

In a letter to the vice chancellors of both McGill University and
Concordia University, the director of policy at FSWC, Jaime Kirzner-
Roberts, wrote: “We have seen SPHR clubs hint at support for terrorism
against Israel in the past, but never in such a blatant and frightening fash-
ion. How is a Jewish student supposed to feel safe on campus when a stu-
dent group is celebrating terrorists who have murdered Jews?”

She urged the university administrators to “strip SPHR [Solidarity for
Palestinian Human Rights] of its club status and right to use the university
name in order to protect the safety of Jewish members of the community
and to send a message, loud and clear, that hate speech and glorification of
violence are totally unacceptable and will not be tolerated on campus.”

LETTERS

Poster advertising Toronto rally 



By GUSTAVO ZENTNER 
President, the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg 

Although you may expect this article to focus
solely on the promotion of the Federation
Mission to Israel in February 2023,  I have so
much more to say about why I believe a visit to
Israel can impact you.

Over the last few months, the Federation has
reported on Winnipeg-Israel relations and pro-
jects that are underway. Those were just a precur-
sor to what we have planned for the coming
months. The Canadian Summit of Jewish and
Israel Affairs earlier this summer positioned our
community as a key destination for many Israel-
based organizations. 

The Federation will be welcoming several visi-
tors, including Dr. Ronen Hoffman, Israel’s
Ambassador to Canada, to build on our diplomat-
ic and government relations and share disserta-
tions on key issues for Israel-Canada relations.
Mrs. Idit Shamir, Consul General of Israel will be
in Winnipeg to advance business and government relations while meeting
with the Jewish Federation leadership for an open dialogue with our com-
munity. Our community members, and especially our younger generation
of professionals, are entering into a new frontier to explore projects and
development in areas of health, business, investment, and education in
Israel. I believe this frontier can result in more impactful, fulfilling projects
that benefit participants at a personal level as well as our local community
upon their return.  

Jerusalem is one of the most cosmopolitan cities in the world and home
to the spiritual centers of the Christian, Muslim, and diverse Jewish com-
munities. Just two months ago, our community hosted Mr. Moshe Lion,
Mayor of Jerusalem, and the leadership of the Jerusalem Foundation of
Canada. Following their visit, I experienced firsthand the impact of the
Jerusalem Foundation’s work in Jerusalem, the results of their tremendous
efforts in concepts such as ‘Shared Society’ and the positive outcome of
Arab-Jewish dialogue, integration, and community building. 

Over the years, I have had the privilege of hearing from people of vari-
ous backgrounds giving testimony of how people’s lives and identities have
been challenged, strengthened, and passionately reshaped by visiting
Israel. The people of Israel continue to flourish through innovation,
resilience, and diversity of identity, surpassing the challenges and atrocities

of the past. Our Winnipeg Jewish community is
uniquely positioned to partner with the
Indigenous peoples of Manitoba, focusing on
shared values and the teachings from generation
to generation. In practical terms, technology col-
laboration, water, and natural resource manage-
ment, and above all, sharing of deeply personal
experiences bring us closer together. 

The generosity and leadership of the
Federation’s Combined Jewish Appeal supporters
are evident here, but also in Israel - at Canada
House in Jerusalem, our sister city Be’er Sheba in
the South, our Coast-to-Coast partnerships in the
North, and the many programs and projects that
are made possible through a portion of the
Combined Jewish Appeal Campaign. This is why
Mr. Alon Davidi, Mayor of Sderot, and Mrs. Hila
Oren, of the Tel Aviv Foundation, included
Winnipeg on their Canadian tours. They know
how our Jewish community, and the community at
large, present opportunities for joint initiatives

and projects that enrich the lives of those involved, both in Winnipeg and
in Israel.

Last month, Israel hosted the third largest sporting event in the world, the
Maccabiah Games. With more than 580 delegates, Canada brought home
several medals, but the real winners were the athletes, including members
of our own community, who competed amongst communities representing
80 countries and 10,000 athletes. Undoubtedly, every participant returned
to their homes enriched by one of the most Zionistic experiences possible.
The Maccabi World Union builds opportunities catering to Jewish youth
around the world and is a rich conduit to healthy living and a super-charged
Jewish identity. 

Coming out of the COVID pandemic, we know that Israel is the best
‘prescription for the soul’.  The Federation mission is a travel experience
unlike any other. Our missions are unique, and filled with a sense of pur-
pose, delivering our participants a higher appreciation of Israel and an
unmatched connection with their Jewish identity. 

I believe that a Federation mission to Israel is one of the most important
experiences that we can offer to members of the Jewish community. We
deliver fun experiences, friendships, education, and renewed energy relat-
ing to all things Jewish. Shaping Federation-style missions and going
through this experience with old and new friends is within reach. Israel is
closer to you than ever before; as soon as February 2023, and I hope you
will seriously consider joining us!
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Israel is closer to us than ever before

GUSTAVO ZENTNER

Aliyah from Russia, Ukraine spikes following
Russian invasion of Ukraine

(August 11, 2022 / JNS) Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on Feb.
24, immigration to Israel from both countries rose dramatically, according
to data released on Wednesday by Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics.

According to the CBS, 18,891 Russians and 12,175 Ukrainians moved to
the Jewish state between Feb. 24 and July 31. The figures do not include
Ukrainian refugees who fled to Israel but are not eligible for citizenship.

By comparison, during the same period in 2019, the year prior to the
coronavirus pandemic, the CBS recorded 2,651 immigrants arriving in
Israel from Ukraine and 7,123 from Russia.

In 2021, a total of 25,497 people immigrated to Israel, the vast majority
of them from Russia (7,640), France (3,594), the United States (3,480),
Ukraine (3,059) and Belarus (1,014).

Jewish Ukrainians who fled war zones in the Ukraine,
arriving on a rescue flight at Ben-Gurion Airport near
Tel Aviv, March 17, 2022. Photo by Yossi Zeliger/Flash90.
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Remis group hears thoughtful analysis of war in Ukraine 
By BERNIE BELLAN

It’s always interesting to hear perspectives on a story
that occupies much of our attention from an individual
who has first hand knowledge of that particular story.

Such was the case on August 4 during one of the regular
luncheon get-togethers of the Remis lecture group at the
Gwen Secter Centre when the guest speaker was Olexandr
Shevchenko, a historian and interpreter who comes from
Ukraine himself.

Shevchenko is also a part-time lecturer at the University
of Winnipeg, where he has taught courses on Russian his-
tory and European Power Politics.

While you’d have to be oblivious to world events not to
be aware of what’s been happening in Ukraine since the
Russian invasion, which began on February 24, listening
to Shevchenko putting things into a very broad perspective certainly helped
those who were at the luncheon gain a much deeper understanding of how
events were set on a collision course long ago - and which  ultimately led
to Russia’s totally unjustified invasion of a neighbor country.

Shevchenko’s talk was titled “Can democracy defend itself?” By looking
back at certain key events that are often overlooked when one is fixated on
the day to day events of the war such as what atrocities have the Russians
committed lately? he was able to help audience members obtain a better
understanding how Vladimir Putin could come to think that he could
invade Ukraine with few consequences.

A pivotal event - and one that is hardly ever mentioned in coverage of the
Russian invasion, according to Shevchenko, was the war in Georgia in
2008, when Russian troops entered into the former Soviet republic of
Georgia on the side of the self-proclaimed republics of South Ossetia and
Abkhazia. Russia has occupied parts of Georgia ever since.

At the time though, much of the world’s attention had turned to the severe
economic recession prompted by the collapse of the sub-prime mortgage
market in the United States and the ensuing deep dives that stock markets
took around the world, leading to a prolonged economic crisis that lasted
well into 2009. 

It was also the year of the election of Barack Obama, Shevchenko noted.
One of the first things Obama did when he was elected, Shevchenko
observed, was call for a “reset” of relations with Russia. Shevchenko, I
don’t think you’d be surprised to learn, was rather dismissive of President
Obama.

Russia had already been laying the groundwork for an effort to restore its
past dominance of Eastern Europe, but when its invasion of Georgia bare-
ly caused a ripple among the international community, the table was set for
further aggressive behaviour, Shevchenko explained.

“Russia does not consider itself bound by the dissolution” of the Soviet
Union in 1991,” he said. Thus, when it invaded the independent republic of
Georgia in 2008, the lesson garnered from that, according to Shevchenko,
was “anything goes.”

The next domino to fall in the cascading series of dominos that led up to
this year’s invasion of Ukraine occurred in 2014, when a pro-Soviet presi-
dent in Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych, resigned as a result of a series of
protests by Ukrainians who were in favor of closer ties with the European
Union. In February 2014 Russian troops occupied Crimea. Shortly there-
after pro-Russian separatist forces began fighting Ukrainian forces in the
eastern Ukrainian provinces of Donetsk and Lukansk, aided by Russian
troops.

Rather than take aggressive action though, Shevchenko said that had the
Russians done nothing, “Ukrainians would have squabbled among them-
selves,” thus leading to disunity. Instead the occupation of Crimea and the
arming of separatists in the eastern provinces hardened Ukrainian national-
ism.

In 2019 Vlodomyr Zelensky was elected president of Ukraine when he
headed a party known as the “Servant of the People Party.” In
Shevchenko’s opinion, the party was made up of “extreme dreamers.” 

“In some respects, Ukrainians electing a former comedian might have
sent the wrong message to the Russians,” Shevchenko observed.

While Zelensky was hardly taken seriously by other world leaders, viz.
Donald Trump’s attempt to manipulate him into saying that Hunter Biden
had been engaged in corrupt business activities in Ukraine, Ukrainian
themselves were hardly united in opposing Russian attempts to influence
the course of Ukrainian history at that point. 

Shevchenko told this joke to illustrate his point:
“Question: What is one Ukrainian?
“Answer: “A fighter.
“Question: What are two Ukrainians?
“Answer: A fighting unit.
“Question: What are three Ukrainians?

“Answer: A fighting unit with one traitor in it.”

The Russian invasion of Ukraine on February 24 was
modeled after the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in
1968, Shevchenko observed. The notion was that it would be
fairly easy to topple the Ukrainian government and replace
pro-democracy officials with Russian acolytes.

Unfortunately for Putin, things didn’t turn out the way he
envisioned, but the consequences of the Russian invasion
are likely to be felt around the world for years to come,
Shevchenko predicted.

“We’re quite likely to see a bunch of regional wars around
the world,” as the foundations of the world order that were
established after World War II come undone - and stronger
states feel empowered to attack weaker ones, he suggested.

Returning to the title of his talk, Shevchenko asked: “If democracy is
defeated in Ukraine, what message does it say to the rest of the world?”

The answer, he said, is “it’s best to seek accommodation with your neigh-
bours.”

As far as world organizations are concerned, Shevchenko said, “the UN
is a joke. One of its primary purposes is the prevention of aggressive wars.”
It wasn’t very effective in stopping Russia’s invasion, was it?

Further, Shevchenko asked: “Can a democracy defend itself?”
The answer, he suggested, was that “if it starts acting on real problems”

and concerns itself “with the security and well being of its citizens,” then
it can defend itself. (As an aside though, I have to admit that Shevchenko’s
example of a democracy digressing from concerning itself with real prob-
lems was the debate over whether Portage and Main should be open to
pedestrians. I wonder whether he might have been able to find a better
example.)

Continuing in the vein of opportunities that were missed earlier to send a
strong message to Russia that aggression toward its neighbours would not
be tolerated, Shevchenko observed that another missed opportunity came
when Turkey applied to join the European Union (a process that has been
ongoing for years). 

“Acceptance of Turkey into the European Union could have sent a mes-
sage to the Muslim world,” Shevchenko suggested, that a state can be both
democratic and Muslim.

Answering questions from attendees at the luncheon, Shevchenko was
asked how long he thought the current war will go on?

There may be a “window of opportunity” this fall, he answered.
Certainly, if it drags on there will be another opportunity when the US
holds mid-term elections in November, he added (without quite explaining
why).

But what if Russia emerges victorious - or at least claims to have
achieved victory? What then? Shevchenko was asked. 

“Could we have a puppet Ukraine?” “Possibly,” was the answer. But,
would that lead to a more “docile” Russia? he wondered.

“I seriously doubt it,” Shevchenko said, answering his own question.
“Who’s next? Finland? Poland?”

There are three possible outcomes to the fighting, Shevchenko explained:
“One shot in the Kremlin could end it all.
“Stalemate.
“The defeat of Ukraine”
(Shevchenko did not describe a scenario in which Ukraine beats back the

Russians.)

Finally, Shevchenko offered this novel observation about which coun-
try’s behaviour might affect the long-term outcome of the war in Ukraine
the most: the United Kingdom.

“What worried me the most from the beginning were the actions of the
U.K. government,” Shevchenko said (without explaining why he was
focusing on the U.K. rather than say Germany, which seems to be far more
vulnerable to Russian threats than other European countries).

“What will happen in the upcoming winter” (when gas supplies could
very well run short throughout Europe)? Shevchenko asked. 

“The population may say ‘Wrap it up. We can’t have it any more.’ “

Really though, that’s what Putin is counting on, isn’t he - that European
unity will evaporate and support for Ukraine will diminish to the point
where he will achieve at least some of his original goal of disassembling
the Ukrainian state.

So much to ponder. Olexandr Shevchenko certainly gave his audience
something to think about - at a time when discussion of the war in Ukraine
doesn’t usually occupy typical lunchtime conversations, does it?

OLEXANDR
SHEVCHENKO

Ukrainian historian 
& interpreter
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Winnipeg filmmaker Ian Dimerman 
issuing casting call for locally-filmed 

Hallmark Chanukah movie
By MYRON LOVE

Ian Dimerman, the president of
Winnipeg-based Inferno Pictures, and
casting director Carmen Kotyk, are putting
out a casting call to members of our Jewish
community to audition for roles in a
Hallmark Channel Chanukah movie which
is scheduled to be filmed in our fair city
between March 27 and October 19.

Dimerman and Kotyk report that they
are looking for individuals between 18 and
85 for speaking roles.  While some acting
experience may be helpful, it is not
required.

“We are anxious to cast as many local actors as we can to showcase our
local talent pool,” Dimerman says.

For those readers who may not be familiar with Hallmark Channel
movies (which my wife and I have come to really enjoy), the focus is on
either romance or mystery.  The mysteries generally feature single young
ladies helping police solve murders that the young ladies have stumbled
upon.  In many of the cases, the leading lady and the lead detective devel-
op romantic feelings for each other.

The romance movies are set in a wide variety of locales worldwide and,
much like movies from Hollywood’s heyday bring together couples in a
setting that extols the lifestyle of smaller communities where everyone gets
along and works together for the good of the community.

Over the past couple of years, my wife and I have watched Hallmark
movies set in places as far afield as Australia, France, Cornwall in England,
Iceland and Malta.  In each case, most of the actors are locals.  Canada
seems to be a favoured filming destination and that includes filming in
Winnipeg and southern Manitoba.   Last December, for example, we
watched a Christmas movie shot here with scenes at the Fort Garry Hotel,
CN station and Hydro Building downtown.

While Hallmark features Christmas-themed movies throughout
December, the network also makes a point of filming at least one
Chanukah-themed movie during this time, too.

Ian Dimerman has long had a passion for making movies. Originally
working in finance – where he had developed a portfolio of corporate and
commercial accounts within the film and television industry, he founded

If you call 911 be prepared 
to receive a hefty bill

By BERNIE BELLAN
Note: The following article makes no reference to the gender of the sub-

ject of this story.
Readers may be surprised to learn that the next time they call 911 for an

emergency, they may subsequently receive a hefty bill in the mail.
I discovered that during the course of my delivering kosher meals on

wheels for the Gwen Secter Centre. Over time I’ve had the privilege of get-
ting to know many of the clients quite well.

In one particular case my client told me that they had received a bill from
Winnipeg Fire Paramedic Service for $232. According to the client, they
had fallen in their apartment and were unable to get up, so they called 911. 

A crew of four fire personnel showed up. The client wondered why so
many had to come? The client also said that after they were helped to their
feet, one of the fire personnel insisted on taking vital signs from the client,
including taking blood pressure and a blood sample. The client told me that
they had not asked the fire person to take vital signs, and when the fire per-
son began to strap a blood pressure cuff on their arm, they asked the fire
person whether this was going to cost something, to which the fire person
responded that they did not know. The client also told me it was not the
first time they had called 911 for help when they had fallen, but the previ-
ous occasion was over two years ago. At that time the client did not receive
a bill from WFPS, so the client was dismayed to receive one in this
instance.

I contacted WFPS to try and understand why the client had received a bill
after they had called 911. Here is the response I received from 911:

“Good Afternoon Bernie,
“The Winnipeg Fire Paramedic Service (WFPS) is unable to provide

details on specific incidents in accordance with the Personal Health
Information Act (PHIA) but we can provide details on fees and billing
processes.

“The WFPS is contracted by Shared Health to provide Emergency
Medical Services to Winnipeg residents. There are fees associated with the
Treatment or Assessment, and Transport of individuals who access 911. All
fees are set by Shared Health. Individuals who receive treatment or assess-
ment in their home, but are not transported to hospital may still receive a
bill for these services. A fee is charged based on the nature of service pro-
vided to a patient.

“A summary of the WFPS ambulance Service Rates can be viewed
at https://www.winnipeg.ca/fps/billing/Ambulance%20Service%20Rates.p
df.

“If individuals have specific concerns about any of the fees they have
received they can forward those concerns to the WFPS for investigation
and review.

“Thank you.
“Erin Madden (she/her)
“Communications Officer
“Winnipeg Fire Paramedic Service”

From Ms. Madden’s response, however, it is not at all clear when some-
one might receive a bill from WFPS nor why, if a client did not ask for vital
signs to be taken - and was clearly concerned that receiving treatment
beyond receiving help to get up would incur a hefty cost, why the WFPS
person insisted on conducting some tests? We posed that question to Ms.
Madden, but as of the time of writing, we are awaiting further clarification
as to what WFPS’s policy is regarding clients if one were to call 911 but
not ask for anything beyond help in getting up after a fall?

IAN DIMERMAN

Anita Neville to become Manitoba's
next lieutenant-governor - 
first Jew to hold the post

Aug. 15, 2022 
Lucky for us, we were listening to CBC

when this announcement came across the
air waves Monday morning, just as we
were putting the finishing touches on this
week’s issue: Longtime Liberal politician
Anita Neville will be Manitoba’s next
lieutenant-governor, Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau announced in press
release Monday, August 15.

"Ms. Neville has long been a champion
for the people of her community, her
province, and our country," Trudeau said
in a news release announcing the
appointment.

"As lieutenant-governor of Manitoba, I know she will continue to make
a difference for Manitobans and Canadians."

Neville, a former Liberal member of Parliament for Winnipeg South
Centre, will be the first Jewish  lieutenant-governor of Manitoba and the
third woman to hold the position.

Neville was the MP for Winnipeg South Centre from 2000 until 2011,
when she lost the riding to Conservative Joyce Bateman. She was an oppo-
sition critic for Indigenous Affairs and the Status of Women.

During her time on Parliament Hill, Neville was part of several federal
committees, including those on national defence and citizenship and immi-
gration. She was also chair of the committee for status of women and vice-
chair of the Canada Israel inter-parliamentary group.

She spent more than a decade working in education, including as a mem-
ber and chair of the Winnipeg School Division Board of Trustees.

Neville also has fought for equality for women in politics.
She currently sits on the board of directors for the Jewish Heritage Centre

of Western Canada and the Manitoba Interfaith Immigration Council.
Janice Filmon, the current  lieutenant-governor, suggested last fall that

she would be stepping down from the position.

Inferno Pictures shortly after moving back to Winnipeg from Toronto with
his wife, Jennifer, in 2006.  He did have some experience in the perform-
ing arts before he left Winnipeg for Toronto. He sang at the Hollow Mug
and was a member of Chai. He played a lead in a Winnipeg Jewish Theatre
production. In Toronto, he was also part of a klezmer band made up of for-
mer Winnipeggers.

As head of Inferno Pictures, Dimerman has been filming movies and TV
series in Winnipeg for the last 12 years.  Among his best known produc-
tions have been “How it Ends” & “Fracture” for Netflix, “A Dog’s
Journey” and “The Porter”, the acclaimed CBC series profiling the chal-
lenges of Black Canadians working as porters on the trains out of Montreal
in the 1930s. The six-part series aired in the spring.

Dimerman also has produced several other Hallmark Christmas-themed
and romance movies.

Readers who may be interested in participating in this project can submit
their applications to WinnipegOpenCall@gmail.com. Please include your
full name and age, a recent photo and an email address and phone number. 

The deadline for submissions is  Friday,, August 19 at 6:00 P.M.
I’m personally looking forward to seeing the movie when it will air in

December 2023.

ANITA NEVILLE



By BERNIE BELLAN

Brooke Zelcer is a 28-year-old woman who had a typi-
cal Winnipeg Jewish upbringing growing up. The
daughter of Hartley and Polly Zelcer, Brooke grew up

in Garden City, she says and went to Gray Academy until the
end of Grade 9. After that she went to the University of
Winnipeg Collegiate, followed by her acquiring two bache-
lor’s degrees at the U of W - one in environmental sciences,
and one in international development.

While she was in university, Brooke says, she “did a
practicum with an organization called ‘Food Matters
Manitoba’. “I ended up working up north on Shamattawa
First Nations Reserve,” she explains. “We did horticultural
therapy and agricultural sustainability as well. It was there
where I started to find my passion working with individuals rather than on
a community basis.”

After that, Brooke began working at the North End Women’s Centre on
Selkirk Avenue for several years. “While I was there I started on my mas-
ters in psychology,” she says (which she subsequently completed).

Brooke says she worked her way up at that centre and started working in
a new government funded program, providing counselling to women who
had been in the sex trade - “a lot of hands on, trauma based work.”

“It was quite intense, but incredibly rewarding,” she observes.
After her time at the women’s centre, Brooke began working at another

organization that also provided counselling services. In time though, she
realized that what she really wanted to do was go off on her own.

First though, she wanted to acquire the type of training that she was plan-
ning on putting into effect when she would be working with clients on her
own.

She explains that her goal was to train in breathwork therapy and also as
a holistic health and nutrition coach. In order to be certified as a practi-
tioner in both fields, Brooke says she took a year of training in both areas.

Ultimately, she says, what she wanted to do is connect with people in a
“mind, body, and soul” approach.

Beginning in August 2021, Brooke says, she  began working on her own.
Her clients, she says, were former clients of hers from her previous place
of employment. Her supervisor allowed her to take on clients that she
already had so that they would have continuity in their relationship with
Brooke as their counsellor.

“But,” she observes, “the pandemic had hit and I had to shift the way I
was doing things - going online, forming new connections.”

“It was tough for sure,” she says, “but it opened my eyes to doing other
things.”

In time, Brooke found herself doing therapy and breathwork sessions
with her clients - but through Zoom, rather than in person.  

Zoom, she explains, “has the technology where I can share my audio,
where I can also talk. I can also see my clients, watch their breath, make
sure everything is okay. A lot of times people may become emotional so it
is important for me to be able to see where they are at and hold the proper
space for them.”

In addition to breathwork, Brooke says, she offers a range of services,
including mental health therapy, and holistic health and nutrition coaching

“I’m offering them together through different programs that I have creat-
ed” she notes, “but also separately if that’s what people are more interest-
ed in.”

I ask her what her website is called? 
Brooke answers that it’s called“www.merkaba-healing.com.” 
I say to her that I know that “merkaba” means “carriage” in Hebrew. I ask

her how she arrived at that particular name?
She says that it does indeed come from Hebrew, but the “merkaba” sym-

bol is also a universal geometric symbol,  representing the duality of every-
thing in life. “Merkaba symbolizes the unity of opposites. It marries light
and dark, feminine and masculine energy, the material world and the spiri-
tual realm… the power of merkaba has the ability to elevate our con-
sciousness, heal, and bring balance, harmony, and light into our lives”.

(After our phone interview, I took a look at Brooke’s website. Here’s
what the introduction says: 

“Hi! I’m Brooke Zelcer, a certified Mental Health Counsellor,
Breathwork Therapist, and Holistic Health and Nutrition Coach based in
Winnipeg, Canada. I dedicate my time and energy in holding sacred space
for those who are seeking to heal by embracing their whole, unique, and
divine self. I am passionate about bringing Mind, Body, and Soul into the
healing journey as I believe that in order to sustain balanced wellness, we
must gently lean into the darker parts of ourselves so that we can embody
our light. I am here to support and guide you as you align on your path.”)

“Breathwork is typically an hour-long session,” she says, “where the
client lies down in a comfortable position - maybe with a pillow under their
head and a blanket for comfort. An eye mask is also really helpful because
it’s very important to keep your eyes closed during a session.”

She continues: “I use a methodologically sequenced
breath in order to elicit a certain experience unique to a
client’s needs. Combining purposeful inhalation, exhala-
tion, and breath retention is really all it is. I use positive
verbal cueing and personally curated playlists to add to
the journey.  The whole experience takes you to a tran-
scendental state at the very end and that is where your
conscious and your subconscious meet, and that is where
so much healing can happen.

“That is often where people can experience spiritual
awakening, where they have beautiful messages of heal-
ing from their higher selves. Some people have met loved
ones on the other side, and some people just find it
incredibly relaxing.”

I ask Brooke what kind of results she’s had since she’s started doing what
she does on her own? I say to her that I imagine this is an ongoing process
for her clients - meaning it’s not something where they can say they’ve
reached the end of a process.

“People come back for different things,” Brooke says. “Many people just
want to work through their specific issues - particularly healing trauma.”

“My goal is to meet my clients where they are at. No judgment. No
expectations. Just show up as you are and I will do my best to meet you
there. This type of personal work is not meant to be easy, so I do my best
to help my clients find a bit of flow and ease throughout their healing jour-
ney”.

She rattles off a list of areas where the kind of therapy in which she
engages provides real benefit: “PTSD, anxiety, depression, bi polar disor-
der, borderline personality disorder.”

“The kind of results I’ve gotten,” Brooke adds, “vary from person to per-
son, but I’ve had some really amazing results, especially through breath-
work. Talk therapy is amazing and we all kind of know what that is and
what a therapy session would be like, but when it comes to breathwork -
I’ve worked with men in their sixties, women in their seventies, I’ve
worked with teenagers - and they’ve come out with a new found love for
life, finding peace within themselves, and not having to look for it exter-
nally.”

As far as how much Brooke’s services cost, her website does provide full
details about the types of services she offers and the rates for the various
services. If you would like to know more about Brooke Zelcer visit
www.merkaba-healing.com or find her on Instagram @_merkaba.healing_ 
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Brooke Zelcer offers a novel approach to spiritual healing

BROOKE ZELCER
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Mayor of Jerusalem Moshe Lion thanks Canada for the warm welcome 
he received traveling across the country in June, especially his visit to 

Winnipeg, and invites all of you to visit Jerusalem THIS year!

Photo credit: Keith Levit

To learn more about the Jerusalem Foundation, contact: Nomi Yeshua, Executive Director:

nomiy@jerusalemfoundation.ca, 437 253 7823 / +972 54 631 5861

www.jerusalemfoundation.org
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Jerusalem Foundation story

For Jerusalem’s sake
By SIMONE COHEN SCOTT

When it comes to Jerusalem, Canadian donors
punch above their weight. Canada House, situ-
ated just behind Jerusalem’s city hall square, is

proof of that. Its location is in the Musrara neighbour-
hood, called Morasha sometimes, meaning heritage. This
neighbourhood bordered the Jordanian occupation, until
the Six Day War. During the Jordanian occupation, it
was a no man’s land, with snipers shooting back and
forth. 

Things have changed: Fifty-one years after Jerusalem
was reunited we read this dedication on the building,
newly renamed: “Canada House is dedicated to the
many Canadians who share the values of Coexistence,
Culture and Community with the Jerusalem Foundation.
This facility recognizes and honours the warm friend-
ship and caring for Jerusalem and to her diverse popula-
tions by the Government of Canada, its ministers and
officials, under the leadership of Prime Minister Stephen
Harper. Dedicated May 2013.”

Canada House opens in 2013
As recently as 2018, a giant sculpture in stone, an Inukshuk (a term

meaning ‘helper’), set visibly in front of the building, was dedicated. It is a
symbol of the mission of Canada House, to provide the referred to culture,
community, and co-existence. According to an article written in the
Canadian Jewish News at the time, “The Inukshuk installation was the cul-
mination of a $4-million renovation and expansion project kicked off with
a gala dedication in Jerusalem in 2013 which included Joe Oliver, former
minister of Natural Resources, Senator Linda Frum, Jerusalem Mayor Nir
Barkat, and many others. Numerous Canadian philanthropists have con-
tributed to the project, including Julia Koschitsky z’l, former president of
Jerusalem Foundation of Canada.”

Now a vibrant social and cultural gathering place, without a doubt
Canada House forms a large component of the mandate of the Jerusalem
Foundation to enhance and integrate the day to day lives of the city’s inhab-
itants. The following facilities currently make their homes in Canada
House: On the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews Floor -
Reitman Senior Centre, Gorman-Shore Learning Centre, Freedman Teen
Club and Youth Services, Weisfeld Computer Centre, Italian Friendship
Garden. 

Canada House is also home to the Koschitsky Young Adult Centre, serv-
ing all of Jerusalem through the following facilities: Kimel Information and
Activity Centre, Wynn Business Centre, Yaacov Gladstone Leadership
Development Centre for the Ethiopian Young Adults Community, Gideon
Wyler Volunteer Centre. There is even a theatre that can host performances
and activity for the community; the Granovsky Hall hosts events and festi-
vals and provides a further economic anchor to Canada House. The idea of
the Inukshuk, an Inuit symbol, to seal the relationship, and marking 50
years since the reunification of Jerusalem, came from Lewis Mitz, Past
President of JFC.

Jerusalem Foundation established in 1966 by Mayor Teddy Kollek
Teddy Kollek became mayor of the city in 1965. He soon realized the

city’s tax base, thus its budget, would not permit the variety of enhance-
ments he envisioned. Besides, he wanted Jews everywhere to participate in
Jerusalem’s development. In 1966, he established The Jerusalem
Foundation. With the very first donations he provided parks and green
spaces in some of the city’s poorest neighbourhoods. Then, unexpectedly in
1967, the Six Day War brought about the reunification of Jerusalem. How
fortuitous that Mayor Teddy had the mechanism already in place which
enabled him to immediately reach out to these newly incorporated commu-
nities, offering them sorely needed aid.

One of the first ‘enhancements’ Mayor Teddy provided for Jerusalem
with its brand new fund was Liberty Bell Park. How fitting then it is that a
major memorial to this visionary man is a park....named Teddy Park. The
main feature is a spectacular - first for the country - sound and light water
fountain, the Hassenfeld Family Fountain, offering light and water shows
to the music of Jerusalem Philharmonic Orchestra in the evening, but where
children can splash around during the day. 

Teddy Park includes an area primarily funded by the Canadian Jewish
Community: Sharp Square and the Centre of the World Sculpture, (because
after all, Jerusalem IS the centre of the world); the Freedman-Leboff
Families Reflection Area; an aqueduct, and more. The park’s location
couldn’t be more in the centre of the city, under the Old City wall, opposite
Jaffa Gate, snuggled near the Citadel and the City of David, yet also next
to Mamilla Shopping Mall. It stretches over seven hectares, including the
Ben Hinnom Valley. Although most of the features are named for their
donors, topped off by the Sonshine Canadian Wall of Honour on the Azrieli
Promenade, acknowledging the nearly 200 Canadian families who have
made significant donations to Teddy Park and the Jerusalem Foundation, it

is important to note that
donations come in all sizes. Large denominations, of course, may result in
the naming of the project or particular feature for posterity, but gifts that are
joyfully given, no matter the amount afforded, qualify their donors for King
David’s Psalm of Ascent, where he says: “Our feet are standing within thy
gates, O Jerusalem.” (Psalm 122) Mayor Teddy wanted everyone to have
this opportunity. And they do.

Speaking of gates, Teddy Park has several, each named for its sponsors in
honour of their families: Gorman Shore Gate; Etel and Benjamin Wolf z”l
Gate donated by the Pash and Zenith Families; Leir Gate; Lou Edelstein
Gate. There may be more, at this writing, waiting to be adopted. One of the
features of the park, as the result of a ‘happening’ that took place during the
preparation of the area by Jerusalem Foundation, was that the remains of an
ancient house were uncovered. It had been built in the higher part of the
Ben Hinnom Valley, at the foot of the Old City’s walls, and at the edge of
what is now the Mamilla Mall.

“This unique house tells the story of the venturing out of the Jewish
neighbourhoods that were inside the walls of the Old City during modern
times, a less known chapter of the history of Jerusalem,” explained Nomi
Levin Yeshua, Chief Development Officer of the Jerusalem Foundation,
during the inauguration ceremony of Teddy Park.

Jerusalem Foundation helps to revive troubled neighbourhoods
Also in the previously troubled Musrara neighbourhood, founded in 1987

and still operated by Avi Sabag, what was the Naggar School of
Photography has become the Musrara Naggar School of Art and Society.
Plans are in the works for a massive expansion of the facilities to meet bur-
geoning enrolment demands:

The fame of the school, while popular locally, also reaches far beyond the
country’s borders. Why? Because this one man’s genius, and perseverance,
(initially sabotaged at every turn), using photography as a therapy among
the people living in this very distressed seam line neighbourhood, has led
to innovative use of the visual arts as a pathway to personal healing and
repair in a myriad of situations: workshops for mentally and physically
handicapped children; same for at risk youth; phototherapy for aged citi-
zens; and workshops, plenty of them, for everyone from Arab women to
members of the IDF and all kinds of groups in between. Jerusalem
Foundation support and donations are not showy in these areas, but are
invaluable to the life of someone who would otherwise be near the brink.
As the Talmud teaches: “He who saves a single life, saves the world entire.”

Similarly, the Hassadna Jerusalem Music Conservatory, crowded in quar-
ters on trendy Emek Refaim, (where roamed the giant beings of old but
never mind that now) is enriching the lives of people, one individual at a
time. It was the dream of Amalia Reuel z”l, to provide music lessons for
every single child, no matter who they are, and she succeeded. At this
school no one is turned away, no one. The handicapped child is treated with
the same commitment as the highly gifted one. The parent who can afford
the fees pays, the one who can’t, doesn’t. Bursaries and scholarships are
necessary. This is where Jerusalem Foundation comes in, but not only there.
Top ranking musicians are brought in periodically, to teach and guide.
Instruments are provided to those who don’t have one. Amalia founded the
school in 1973, and here it still is, its students, ensembles, and orchestras,
competing in prestigious international competitions, and winning them!

But here’s the best part: Hassadna has proven that teaching children to
love music, they learn to love each other. Hassadna is a microcosm of what
Jerusalem could be.

There are many more projects to describe but space does not permit.
Rather than running through what would resemble a laundry list, it would
be wiser to contact Jerusalem Foundation and discuss quietly what would
be the best fit.

Visitors from Winnipeg, Calgary, Montreal
& Toronto in front of Canada House in
Jerusalem. The giant Inukshuk looms
behind them. Canada House was a project
of the Jerusalem Foundation and was built
with contributions from many Canadian
philanthropists.

Standing in front of the entrance to
Canada House, where the Asper
Foundation contributed to the “Canada
Pathway” are (l-r): Joel Reitman,
President, Jerusalem Foundation of
Canada; Moe Levy, former Executive
Director, Asper Foundation; and Shai
Doron, President, Jerusalem Foundation
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HANNAH BRASS
It is with profound

sadness that we announce
the untimely passing of
Hannah (Honey) Brass
on July 28, 2022, after a
short, bravely fought
illness. Hannah was the
daughter of the late Freda
and Israel (Issie) Brass of
Winnipeg, and sister to
Alan Brass (Marion

Silver), aunt to Lawrence, Rafi (Lee Reichman), and
Shira (David Plotkin), and great aunt to Ruben Israel
and Lewis Paul, all of Ottawa. 

Born in Winnipeg, Hannah remained a true North
Ender. She grew up in a loving home and felt a
deeply rooted sense of social justice. She spent
countless happy hours helping her family run their
grocery store. She developed a profound sensitivity
for those less fortunate. On cold days her first
comment was, “How about the homeless? We pray
that they are taken care of.” 

She was overjoyed by the arrival of her nephews,
Lawrence and Rafi, and niece, Shira. She took
delight in their accomplishments and followed their
interests and passions. She was thrilled with the birth
of her great nephews, Ruben Israel, and Lewis Paul. 

Hannah had a keen mind and sharp wit, always
appreciated by those dear to her. She enjoyed reading
and could provide the most astute analysis of current
events and politics. She enthusiastically cheered on
her beloved Winnipeg Jets and Blue Bombers. 

As her parents aged, Hannah demonstrated
untiring dedication and devotion. Hannah became an
inspiring living embodiment of the fifth
commandment: to honour thy father and thy mother. 

The family would especially like to thank their
dear friend, Augie Braz who became another brother
to Hannah. 

Hannah was truly loved by family and friends and
will be sorely missed. The funeral service was held
on July 31, 2022. Donations in Hannah’s memory
can be made to a charity of your choice.

MEMORIAMS 
WEEK OF AUG. 17

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EVELYN 
GOLDSTEIN 

who passed away
July 28, 2021

19 Days in Av 5781
— Always remembered with 
much love & sadly missed by 
your children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MONTE RABER
who passed away

July 18, 2021
9 Days in Av 5781

A mensch dedicated 

—Forever loved and deeply 
missed by your wife, children, 
sisters, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

MARIAN
DIAMOND 

MINUK
who passed away on

August 10, 2011
The 10th of Av, 5771 

There is never a day you’re not 
thought of, Mom
Whether it’s stopping to smile 
at your picture 
Saying something only you 
would say
Or laughing about a family 
memory
You are always with us
Watching over us

But I do miss the touch of your 
hand on mine
And the way you blew me kisses
I miss watching you pray in Shul
Your eternal optimism
And I miss our daily hour long 
conversations
I know you are never far from us
Our memories keep us close
You may be gone, Mom 
But we are never alone.

Love your family,

Leah Diamond-Ghelfenstein 
and Meir Ghelfenstein  
Alan, Ronit and Hunter Keith

11th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of 

ETHEL BIRKS
who passed away
August 26, 1997
23 Days in Av

Sadly missed along life’s way
Quietly remembered every day
No longer in our life to share
But in our hearts she is always 
there
— Your loving children, 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  g r e a t -
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BILL FELDMAN
who passed away
August 4, 2007
20 Days in Av

You are forever in our hearts We 
are grateful for the wonderful 
times we shared
— Susan, Jennifer, Jonathan 
as well as your many close 
friends and family.

In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK ISAAC 
“IKE” GLESBY

who passed away
August 16, 1998
24 Days in Av

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,                                
7 granddaughters, 
8 great-granddaughters 
and your namesake, Ike.

In loving memory of

ANN MOSER
who passed away
August 14th, 2006

20 Days in Av
—  Lovingly remembered 
and missed every day by your 
children, grandchildren, and 
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memory of 
our Mother and 
Grandmother 

Beautiful memories, 
Are wonderful things.
They last till the longest day, 
and can never be given away.
To some you may be forgotten, 
to others a part of the past. 
But to us who loved and lost you, 
your memory will always last. 
Today, tomorrow, our whole life through, 
we will love and cherish…you. 
Yo u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d 
Grandchildren

Lillian Rosenberg
August 21, 2006 

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICHAEL RONNIE 
STONE

who passed away
August 18th, 1997

15 Days in Av
You are always in our hearts 
and our minds.
Forever missed and never 
forgotten.
— Sincerely loved by your 
parents Norman and Rachelle, 
twin brother Bryan (Alda) 
and sister Faith-Ann (Lorne), 
nephew Aaron, and niece 
Mica.
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— Always remembered and sadly missed by their daughter 
Audrey, grandchildren Nata, Cara, Rena  and Shawn and great-
grandchildren Mahalia and Desirae.

ESTHER 
COLBERG
who passed away

July 29, 1987
3 days in Av

MASSEY 
COLBERG
who passed away
August 25, 2001

7 days in Elul

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHONA 
GOORVICH

August 12, 1998
21 Days in Av

Deeply missed every day 
Your gentle spirit guides our 
way
— Lovingly remembered 
by her parents, brother, 
grandmother and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
39th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GILDA KATZ
who passed away

July 30, 1983
20 Days in Av

— You are with us forever, 
dearly loved and forever 
missed day by day by your 
children, grandchildren, sister 
and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of 

WILLIAM 
KLUNER

who passed away 
November 29, 1985
16 Days in Kislev

PHYLLIS 
(KLUNER) HATSKIN 

who passed away 
August 3, 2021 
25 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,  
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, brother and family.

37th Yahrzeit 1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILIP LINDER
who passed away
August 6, 1956

25 days in Av 5716
— Ever remembered by     Sheila 
and Elvin, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

9th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRMA PENN
who passed away

July 30, 2013
23 days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and 
missed by family and friends.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

HAROLD 
SHUKSTER

who passed away
September 18, 2002

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of 

All our Love, All our Life
Missing you both,

— Love from your children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

CLARICE 
SHUKSTER

who passed away
August 17, 2017

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY STERN
who passed away
August 23, 2004
6 Days in Elul

— Always and forever 
loved and remembered by 
his children, grandchildren,    
great-grandchildren, family 
and many friends.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHERRY 
THOMPSON

who passed away
August 21, 2012

4 Days in Elul 5772
Lovingly remembered by your 
husband, children, grand-
children, family and friends
Always in our hearts, forever 
in our thoughts.

MEMORIAMS 
WEEK OF AUG. 24

In Memoriam
In loving memory of 
our dear mother and 

grandmother

MARGARET 
BOOKHALTER

who passed away
August 23, 1979

30 Days in Av, 5739

— Ever remembered and sadly 
missed by her children and 
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MATHESON 
(MATT) BURKE

who passed away
August 14, 1996
29 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and 
sadly missed by your wife, 
children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MURRAY 
GOLUB

who passed away
August 26, 2014
1st day in Elul

“Loving memories will never die. 
You are always with us.”
– We will forever remember your 
gentle smile and positive outlook.
Sorely missed and forever 
loved by your wife, Marilyn, 
your sons, Mark and Michael 
and by family and friends.

In loving memory of

ALAN LEVINE
who passed away
August 19, 2014

23 days in Av
— Lovingly remembered by 
his sister Marcia.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERDIE COHEN
who passed away
August 14, 1993

27 Days in Av, 5754
— Lovingly remembered by 
your children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
29th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM BAKER
who passed away
August 5, 2013
29 Days in Av

— Forever in our hearts 
and still deeply missed by his 
children and grandchildren.

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

PEARL KRAUT 
HUBAR

who passed away
August 20, 1982
1st Day in Elul

— Ever remembered and 
sadly missed by her children, 
grandson, and family
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In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of 

IDA HECHT
who passed away
September 1, 2011

2 days in Elul
— Forever remembered with
love and admiration by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of 

CELIA LIPKIN
who passed away
September 1, 2011

2 days in Elul
Forever in our hearts
A woman of strength, courage, 
kindness and devotion
— Lovingly remembered by 
her children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews.

11h Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HENNY
PARITZKY
who passed away
August 25, 2021
17 Days in Elul

Not a day goes by where we 
don’t think about you. We love 
you so much. 
—Sadly missed by your 
children, grandchildren, 
friends, and family.

In loving memory of

SYLVIA MIRIAM 
POLLOCK
who passed away
August 31, 2011
2 Days in Elul

Forever loved and missed.
— Your loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRENE 
RABINOVITCH

who passed away
September 1, 1959

28 Days in Av, 5719
—Ever remembered by her 
daughter and daughter-in-
law, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

who passed away

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH RAIZEN
August 14, 1988
2 Days in Elul

EVELYN RAIZEN
September 5, 1985

19 Days in Elul

— Always remembered with much love and sadly missed by your 
daughters Marilyn, Karen, Janice and their families

In Memoriam

In loving memory of 

BETTY
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
August 27, 2003
28th Day of Av

— Truly loved and deeply 
missed by her children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY 
SILVERBERG

who passed away
August 17th, 1966

1 Elul 5726
— Ever remembered and   
sadly missed by his children 
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our 
dear husband, father 

& grandfather

WILLIAM 
SIMCES

who passed away
August 11th, 1969

27 Days in Av
— Always loved and forever 
remembered by his children 
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear 
father and grandfather

BENJAMIN 
SHAPIRO
who passed away
August 28, 1984
1st Day in Elul

— Ever  remembered and 
sadly missed by his family 
and friends.

In Memoriam
30th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ROSE SWITZER
who passed away
September 1, 1992

3 Days in Elul
— Always remembered and 
sadly missed by her children, 
grandson and family.

In Memoriam

Walter passed away
August 25th, 2018

In loving memory of

— Forever cherished by their children, family members and all 
who knew Walter & Zora Stern.

Zora passed away
August 25th, 2001

ZORA & WALTER STERN

17 years later and to the hour
Together again - we are certain Zora greeting him with: “Walter, 
what took you so long?”.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

PHILIP WEISS
Survivor and Witness

Husband, Father, 
Zaida, Brother

who passed away
September 3, 2008

3 Days in Elul

Forever remembered with 
love and admiration by his 
children, Francie and Eric, 
Beverly and Bryan, his 
grandchildren Abby, Jill, 
Richard, Erin, Evan, Michael 
and Lainie, his brother Leo 
and sister-in-law  Evelyn, 
and his nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX ZAMICK
who passed away
August 28, 1983

The passage of thirty-nine 
years is but a twinkle in time. 
Cherished memories are 
eternal.
With love always - daughters 

grandson Matthew.

5 Americans,
including New

Yorkers, among 8
shot in Jerusalem

terror attack
Aug. 14, 2022

(JTA) — Jewish com-
munities in two coun-
tries were reeling this
weekend after a
shooting just outside
the Old City of
Jerusalem left eight
wounded.

An Arab resident of
East Jerusalem turned
himself in to police
after a manhunt that
focused on the Silwan
neighborhood there,
according to Israeli
media.

The shooting took
place early Sunday
morning as people
boarded a bus. Among
those shot, according
to various reports,
were multiple mem-
bers of a family from
W i l l i a m s b u r g ,
Brooklyn, a center of
the Satmar Hasidic
Orthodox sect; a
teenager from a differ-
ent Brooklyn family;
a pair of Israeli broth-
ers; and a pregnant
woman who remains
hospitalized along
with her child, whom
doctors delivered after
she suffered an
abdominal injury.

The shooting comes
a week after an
exchange of hostilities
between Israel and the
militant group
Palestinian Islamic
Jihad in Gaza in
which dozens of
Palestinians died and
nearly a thousand
rockets were fired
toward Israelis. It also
comes after months of
relative calm within
Israel following a
series of attacks this
spring in which 19
Israelis were mur-
dered.
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More Shalom Square pictures

Shalom Square ambassadors (l-r): ROI
SUHARENKO, SVETLANA FINKEL-
SHTEIN, KEVIN GRINER, DIANDRA
ETKIN

CHAI DANCERS

CHAI SINGERS

3 generations of the Billinghurst
family (l-r): Allan & Tracee
Mellon, Sheila Billighurst
Sheila & Tracee have been ven-
dors at Shalom Square longer
than anyone else. This year they
were joined by Tracee’s daugh-
ter, Allan.

The Israel cultural exhibit in the
Berney Theatre foyer

Chai Artistic Director
DAVID VAMOS
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Books

“The Right Path” sends the right message
By TASHA KHEIRIDDIN 
Special to The Jewish Post & News

Well known political commentator
and author Tasha Kheiriddin pub-
lished her most recent book “The

Right Path: How Conservatives Can Unite,
Inspire and Take Canada Forward” last
month. A long-time conservative, Tasha is
currently the co-chair of the leadership
campaign of Jean Charest.

She is also a principal with the Toronto
office of Navigator and a lecturer at the
Max Bell School of Public Policy at
McGill University. Tasha agreed to share
some of her ideas that she outlines in her book with The Jewish Post &
News as to how the federal Conservative party could best move forward in
the future.      

In “The Right Path: How Conservatives Can Unite, Inspire and Take
Canada Forward”, I offer a roadmap to the Conservative Party of Canada
to win the next election and elections well into the future. The book traces
the twin arcs of populism and conservatism in Canadian politics, analyzes
their current appeal and proposes the best approach for the party to succeed
with three crucial voter groups, including New Canadians, urban and sub-
urban dwellers, and Millennials / Generation Z.  All these groups are part
of a strategy to build a larger and more well distributed base of support for
the party.

If Conservatives intend to remain a vital force and potential governing
party, they need to put aside their differences and build a winning coalition.
To attain this objective will require soul-searching and self-examination.
Canadian Conservatives need to ask themselves some fundamental ques-
tions, including: How did we get here? What is Canadian conservatism?
And how can we unite, inspire, and take Canada forward—and win a
majority government?

As many have noted, in 2021 the Conservative party won the popular
vote but lost the federal election because most of their support was con-
centrated in Western and rural Canada. Similarly, in the 2019 federal elec-
tion Conservatives won 34% of the popular vote compared to 33% for the
Liberals. Yet the Liberals remain dominant in crucial battlegrounds, includ-
ing the GTA. To ensure a well distributed base of support and to win, it is
imperative that Conservatives reach out to various groups across the coun-
try and build a bigger tent of support.

Successful Canadian Conservative leaders have always understood the
importance of coalition-building. I discuss three leaders who successfully
did this: John A. Macdonald, Brian Mulroney, and Stephen Harper. They
were able to build big tents and win large majorities by tempering extremes
and not playing to them. All three understood that governing is a balancing
act. Each had their own challenge: Macdonald’s was nation building,
Mulroney’s was nation keeping, and Harper’s was nation changing. While
they did not accomplish everything they set out to do, they each came to
power by forming extremely effective alliances and coalitions and made
history as a result.

Politics is as much a social exercise as it is an ideological one. Forming
personal connections with various communities throughout the country is
essential and opens the door to potential support and civic engagement. The
current Conservative party has been building alliances with various com-
munities but much remains to be done.

Since the days of Mulroney and Harper, the party has developed a strong
relationship with Canada’s Jewish community. While in office, Stephen
Harper was a strong friend of Israel, and remains so today. He recognized
the importance of Israel as a beacon of democracy in the Middle East. He
understood the need to combat anti-Semitism at home and abroad. He also
championed the values that conservatives and the Jewish community share.
At its core, conservatism stands on three pillars: faith, family and free
enterprise. All of these are also pillars of Judaism and of the Jewish expe-
rience in Canada.

This respect and support for Israel and Jewish Canadians continues to
resonate within the current Conservative Party. In May of this year,
designed Jewish Heritage month, leader Candice Bergen stated that
“Throughout the month of May, I encourage all Canadians to celebrate the
inspirational role Jewish Canadians have played in communities across
Canada.” She noted that Canada is home to nearly 400,000 people of the
Jewish faith - who have made invaluable contributions to various fields,
including medicine, sports, technology and the arts, thereby improving the
quality of life for Canadians and the entire world. Bergen committed to
continue to carry on the fight against anti-Semitism and expressed the hope
that all Canadians will take time to learn about Jewish history and culture
in Canada and celebrate the incredible achievements of Canada’s Jewish
community.

Just as we, as parents, strive to have our children carry on our heritage
and traditions, one of the most important challenges for Conservatives is

also engaging the next generation. Millennials
now outnumber baby boomers, comprising 33.2
% of the working age population. As for Gen Z,
they are projected to outnumber baby boomers
by 2032 and millennials by 2045. Unlike what
is commonly assumed, these groups are not
monolithic in their political views, or over-
whelmingly left-leaning. Almost 48% of Gen-Z
voters, aged 18-24, define themselves as right
of center. Among Millennials, about 30% lean
right, and another 20% could be accessible
Conservative voters if the party takes a centre-
right approach and offers solutions on issues
such as climate change. Young people are look-
ing for a party that listens, and “that cares”; they

seek sincerity and authenticity in their politicians.

When I started writing this book after the 2021 election, no one could
have foreseen the events of 2022, including the freedom convoy in Ottawa,
Russian’s attack on Ukraine, galloping inflation, and economic anxiety.
Recent events have created an even more uncertain world, making it cru-
cial that Canada has a government that provides greater stability and
growth. Conservatives - and all Canadians, must also guard against the
spectre of intolerance and hate that can accompany upheavals and eco-
nomic anxiety. Populism has led nations to some terrible places in the past,
and we need to ensure that this never happens again in the future.

Canada today needs a choice of governing parties and I believe that con-
servatism offers a better path out of our present malaise. The Conservatives
can be that choice, but only if they can find some common ground. I hope
“The Right Path” offers the next leader, whoever he or she is, some guid-
ance and insight into how to achieve this objective.

“The Right Path: How Conservatives Can Unite, Inspire and Take
Canada Forward” is available in bookstores, on Amazon and at www.opi-
books.com For more information, please visit
http://therightpathbook.comhttp://therightpathbook.com

Canadian cardinal with Jewish ancestry honors Jewish
born nun and saint who was murdered at Auschwitz

Aug. 10, 2022  (JTA) — A Canadian cardinal with Jewish ancestry hon-
ored a philosopher-nun murdered by the Nazis because of her own Jewish
parentage.

Cardinal Michael Czerny, 76, gave a homily Tuesday and led a mass in
Oswiecim, the Polish name for the town of Auschwitz, where Sister Teresa
Benedicta was sent to the gas chambers by the Nazis on Aug. 9, 1942.

Born Edith Stein in Breslau, Germany (now Wrocław, Poland) to an
Orthodox Jewish family, Stein converted to Catholicism in her 30s. She
joined the Carmelite Order — a monastic community founded on Mount
Carmel in what is now Israel, during the Crusades.

In 1998, Stein was canonized by Pope John Paul II as Saint Teresa
Benedetta della Croce in a move that was met by opposition from the
Jewish community because she had been persecuted for being born a Jew,
not because she was Catholic.

In his speech marking the 80th anniversary of Stein’s murder, Czerny,
whose mother’s family were Jewish converts to Catholicism, spoke about
his family’s fate under the Nazi regime, and noted the parallels to Stein’s
story.

Born in Brno, Czechoslovakia, Czerny emigrated with his parents to
Canada as a young child. Despite their conversion to Catholicism, his
maternal grandparents and two uncles “shared the Jewish origins that the
enemy abhorred,” Czerny said. “My maternal grandmother Anna, my
grandfather Hans and my uncles Georg and Carl Robert, were all interned
in Terezín, where Hans died.”

Terezín, or Theresienstadt in German, was a Nazi-run concentration
camp in what was then Czechoslovakia.

“My grandmother and uncles were transported to Auschwitz,” he added.
“From here my uncles were sent to labor camps and eventually murdered
there.”

“Remembering both Edith and Anna with the 6 million others,” Czerny
said, “we mourn and repent, ‘Lest we forget.’”

Stein was teaching at a Catholic school in Speyer, Germany, when the
Nazis rose to power. She and her older sister Rosa, who had also convert-
ed to Catholicism, were transferred to the Netherlands for their own safe-
ty, but were arrested by the Nazis on Aug. 2, 1942. The two sisters were
murdered in the gas chambers at Auschwitz seven days later.

In her 1938 autobiography, Edith Stein revealed that she had written a
letter to Pope Pius XI five years earlier, pleading with him to organize the
Catholic Church against the Nazi persecution of the Jews.

Debate over the role of the Church during the war has only intensified
since the release of the Vatican’s wartime archives in 2020, with many
Jewish leaders and historians of the era objecting to the ongoing beatifica-
tion of Pius XII, Pius XI’s successor, and urging the Church to provide
more details about the Vatican’s actions during the Holocaust.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the Jewish
Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

 

 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour

Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM  at CKJS
92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com

On August 21st Gerry Posner talks to
Carla Singer, president of an indepen-
dent TV production company. 

On August 28th, Rochelle Zucker
previews the upcoming Toronto
Ashkenaz Festival. 

You can listen to past presentations
on our podcast website:

https://www.podomatic.com/pod-
casts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Jewish

RadioHourWinnipeg/

Yiddish explanation
British poetry librarian Chris

Mcbade thinks poetry is a good way to
save languages. His recent anthology
“Poems From the Edge of Extinction”
(2021) collects poetry  from all conti-
nents, in original and translation, by
poets writing in endangered languages.
Yiddish is represented by a Holocuast
poem by the late Avrom Sutzkever.
Seems like Mcbade left out Hasidim
and Yiddishists who still write exten-
sively  in this dying language. Yiddish
lives!

Remis Lecture Series

Hello Remis members and friends.

Please bear in mind there is no meet-
ing this Thursday, August
18th.  However, the final meeting of
the month, Thursday,  August 25th,
will be well worthwhile.  Plan to come. 

Wildcat geologist Tom Lewis will be
putting planetary weather considera-
tions into proper perspective.  Tom is a
retired geologist, and brings to the
table 40 years of experience in geology
exploration.  His topic “A Brief
History of Climate Change”.

Meetings are held at the Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre, 1588 Main at
Smithfield, beginning at 11:45 am.
Luncheon is served at noon, cost $18.

Please advise by Tuesday if you are
coming, via email: simonesaesthet-
ics@gmail.com.

or text: 204-291-4362.

We have great lectures every
Thursday, right to the end of
October.  If you’d like to receive the
September Speakers List, please con-
tact:  simonesaesthetics@gmail.com.

If you prefer a phone reminder, con-
tact 204-291-4362

Carpools are being arranged.  Just let
us know.

Thank you.  Hope to see you
Thursdays.



By MYRON LOVE

Over the course of nearly 60 years, lifelong
Winnipegger Rochelle Zimberg has played a
wide variety of different roles.  She has been

by turn educator and administrator, consultant, mar-
riage counselor, community volunteer, and political
candidate.  Her careers have taken her across Canada
and around the world and she has accumulated a
plethora of good friends seemingly everywhere.

Most recently, one of her friend connections led to
her house sitting in New York for five weeks in April
and May for Alex Skolnick, lead guitar player for the
seminal heavy metal band, “Testament,” while the
band was on tour.  She describes the apartment as
measuring about 500 square feet – about the size of
her living room and diningroom – filled with musical
instruments and home to three cats.

“I loved being in New York again,” says Zimberg.
“I took in as many Broadway productions as I could.”

(She herself has been a long time Manitoba Theatre centre volunteer and,
in 1991, co-produced – with Gail Asper – a Fringe show in which she also
performed.)

As with many readers of this paper, Rochelle Zimberg’s life journey
began in the old North End.  The daughter of the late Joe and Rose Zimberg
lived north until she was 13. She attended River Heights Junior High, Grant
Park High School, and United College (now the University of Winnipeg),
after where she earned her teaching certificate at the old teacher’s college.

As a teen, she was heavily involved in USY (United Synagogue Youth),
where she first showed leadership potential serving as Vice President of her
chapter..

In her biography for the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba’s Endowment
Book of Life, Zimberg recalls one memorable experience as a USY mem-
ber, involving  a train trip to Kansas City to celebrate the organization’s
13th anniversary and hearing Cantor Herschel Fox do the Haftorah.

After university, the young Winnipegger followed the path of many of
her generation – a backpack adventure through Europe, followed by six
months on a kibbutz.  In 1969, shortly after relocating to Vancouver, she
recalls, she received a scholarship to study in Israel at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.

This time though, her time in Israel was cut short by her father’s unex-
pected passing.

After a few months back home, Zimberg saw a job opening for teachers
in Australia. Thus began a four-year teaching career in both Sydney and

Melbourne, where she taught at the modern
Orthodox Mount Scopus College, which had an
enrollment of over 2,000 students.

In Sydney, she taught at  Ryder University and a
school in the western suburbs,

While in Australia, she also took courses at the
University of Sydney towards a masters degree in
political science and foreign policy theory.

I loved Australia,” Zimberg says. “I became an
Australian citizen.  I am still in contact with col-
leagues and former students and have been back
several times, most recently for a wedding.”   

Upon returning to Winnipeg  in the mid-1970s,
Zimberg embarked on a new career in administra-
tion and management at the University of
Manitoba, where she also completed her M.A. in
Political Science. At the university she served as

Associate Director of Residences and Conference Coordinator. When she
applied to become Director of  Residences at the university, she recalls, she
was told – by a university vice-president - in no uncertain terms, that only
a man would be considered for the position.

While working on her M.A. at the U of M, Zimberg shared an office with
Al Ducharme,  a former Winnipeg city councilor who was later president
of the Manitoba Association of Urban Municipalities (MAUM).  In 1980
MAUM was looking for a new executive director. Ducharme encouraged
his former office mate to apply.  Zimberg demurred.

“A few months later, MAUM was once again seeking an executive direc-
tor and Al (Ducharme) again encouraged me to apply.  This time I didn’t
hesitate.” 

MAUM (now the Association of Manitoba Municpalities) is comprised
of the mayors, reeves and councillors representing the province’s 137
municipalities and works toward strengthening municipal government.
Zimberg served as the organization’s executive director for 18 years.

“It was a great job,” she says.  “It allowed me to travel throughout
Manitoba and Canada.”.

One of the highlights of her time with MAUM was her development of
the Manitoba Investment Pool Authority, an investment pool for public
institutions and municipalities. During her tenure, she was also elected
president of the Canadian Society of Association Executives (CSAE) in
1994.

She left MAUM in 1999 when the decision was made to move the office
to Portage la Prairie.

“In 1999,” she notes, “in recognition of my outstanding contributions to
municipal government, I became the first female executive director admit-
ted into the Federation of Canadian Municipalities Roll of Honour.”

Since she left MAUM in 1999, she has rarely been short of work to do.
She served for a brief time as executive director of the Rosh Pina
Synagogue. She was principal of a school in China for three years and
spent some time as a teacher/administrator in a school in Egypt.  She
worked for a spell as a consultant for a transmission project for Edmonton.
For a time, she tried her hand at being a direct market distributor.

Zimberg was also twice a candidate for political office.  “In 1999, I ran
in Tuxedo against Gary Filmon,” the lifelong Liberal supporter recalls.
“The Liberal party needed someone to represent the brand.  I volunteered.
But I didn’t get my name on the ballet until three weeks before the elec-
tion.”

While she finished third - she fell just 1400 votes short of Filmon  In the
next election in 2003, she ran again in Tuxedo, finishing second to current
Premier Heather Stefanson.

In addition to her varied working career, Zimberg has also given much of
her time over the years as a volunteer.  She notes that she has contributed
her time to such organizations in the Jewish community as the Women’s
Endowment Fund at the Jewish Foundation and the Shaarey Zedek. 

In the broader community she has volunteered with the Manitoba Theatre
Centre, Folklorama, the CNIB, Cancer Care Manitoba, Chemo Savvy
Dragon Boat Team and the Guardian Angel Breast Cancer Benefit Ball.
Zimberg has also in the past acted as a volunteer consultant for Canadian
Executive Services Overseas (CESO) - which pairs retired seniors with
communities in developing countries that require CESO volunteers’ exper-
tise. She has also volunteered  for the Canadian Bureau of International
Education Ukrainian projects.

In addition, Zimbrg has recently served on the board of directors of
Manitobans for Human Rights.

For the pilates and sports enthusiast, there is never a dull moment and she
continues to look  forward to the next travel opportunity or adventure.
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Rochelle Zimberg has worn many different hats during rich and varied career

ROCHELLE ZIMBERG
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Jonah Nepon Memorial Fund honours memory of lost brother through
ongoing contributions to education, the arts, handicapped children

By MYRON LOVE

In his short life, Jonah Nepon was an inspiration to many.  A
young man with a passion for film and music, he worked to
promote as yet little known musicians by arranging perfor-

mances for them and providing a platform for them to showcase
their artistry. 

His family remembers  him as a very special person with “an
extraordinary presence that was gentle yet powerful, astrong
empathy towards others and the best sense of humour.”  

Nepon, one of nine siblings, growing up in the north end, was
a graduate of the Jewish school system  - Talmud Torah, I.L.
Pertez School and Gray Academy (class of 2002). He was also
a Camp Massad alumnus.

In 2011, he was diagnosed with a grade four glioblastoma
brain tumour.  Sadly, he passed away on March 3, 2013, at the young age
of 29.

While some of his siblings over the years have worked to raise money for
cancer research through, for example, CancerCare Manitoba’s annual
Challenge for Life, in 2020, Adam Nepon decided to up the ante and hon-
our his brother’s memory through the establishment of  the Jonah Nepon
Memorial Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba  in support of music
production/sound engineering education, and programming for children
with brain development and physical disabilities.

“The initial goal was $10,000,” reports Adam. “The money was raised in
just a few months and supporters continued to contribute.”

As a result, Adam  notes, the decision was made to aim higher. The new
target is $100,000.  “With an endowment fund of $100,000, we can offer
financial assistance to many more projects that would have been near and
dear to Jonah,” he says. The first project to receive funding, Adam reports,
was the provision of  ongoing financial support for music production and
sound engineering programming at Camp Massad.

“Our next beneficiary,” Nepon says, “will be Gray
Academy.  After Jonah was diagnosed, I planned a trip to
Florida  with him and received a call before leaving. The
teachers and staff from Gray had heard about this and raised
almost $400 for him to use on the trip. After Jonah died, the
teachers at the school donated $400 in his memory. To show
our appreciation, we will be giving the school $400 each year
to help support a family with medical issues.

Nepon reports that the Jonah Nepon Fund currently stands at
about  $15,425.

“We are looking at the long term here,” he notes.  “For my
40th birthday, for example, I asked that friends and family
make donations to the fund in lieu of presents.

“We welcome donations for all Jonah’s and our friends.”
Readers who may want to support this worthy effort in memory of Jonah

can go online at www.jewishfoundation.org/jonahneponfund.

“This fund was started to show the appreciation our family has for the
Jewish Foundation, the community, and all the programming that support-
ed us as children to chase our dreams,” Adam Nepon notes. “The fact that
as it grows it will also support causes that were important to Jonah just
makes it that much more special.”

And Jonah’s good friend,  Sheldon Berney, observed that  for Jonah, “the
dance ended far too soon, but throughout his short dance he taught us the
importance of following our dreams. He left us with lessons how to love,
laugh, and most importantly, how to be kind”.

UN official ousted after voicing criticism of
Palestinian Islamic Jihad

The head of the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs in the Palestinian Authority was forced to walk back condem-
nation of PIJ’s “indiscriminate” rocket attacks.

BY DAMIAN
PACHTER

(August 14, 2022 /
Israel Hayom) A
United Nations official
has been forced to step
down as head of the
U.N. Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs in
the Palestinian
Authority after criticiz-
ing the Palestinian
Islamic Jihad’s rocket
attacks on Israel during
“Operation Breaking
Dawn.”

On Aug. 8, Sarah Muscroft tweeted that she was “relieved” to see a
cease-fire that would end hostilities “impacting both Palestinians and
Israeli civilians” and condemned “indiscriminate rocket fire of
[Palestinian] Islamic Jihad” that “provoked Israeli retaliation.”

Muscroft’s tweet said that civilians’ safety was “paramount” and that the
cease-fire must be upheld.

The tweet drew fire from pro-Palestinian activists who accused her of
blaming the hostilities, which were launched by Israel to preempt a major
PIJ terrorist attack in response to one of its operatives being arrested, on
the Palestinians.

Muscroft responded to the criticism by deleting her tweet, which she said
had been “ill-informed,” and then went on to delete her entire Twitter
account. Muscroft also apologized for her “poor judgment.”

On Saturday, an OCHA spokesperson said that Muscroft had been
assigned to an unspecified new role.

A diplomatic official who spoke to  Israel Hayom said that the uproar
over Muscroft’s condemnation of terrorist rocket attacks on Israeli civil-
ians “was a case that illustrated the U.N.’s hypocrisy about Israel.”

This article first appeared in Israel Hayom.

Sarah Muscroft, then head of the Regional
Office for East Africa at United Nations
OCHA (Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs), during an interview
in Amman, Jordan in 2015. Source: Screenshot.

The late 
JONAH NEPON

With climate bill passed, Democrats deliver
on top policy concern for American Jews

Aug. 12, 2022 (JTA) — The passage of a milestone climate bill in
Congress on Friday means major progress on a policy issue that American
Jews rank above all others in recent surveys of voter priorities.

While climate change is not often pegged as a Jewish issue — unlike, for
example, abortion or Israel — a set of poll results suggest concern about it
is nearly a consensus in the community. 

Already eight years ago, a  survey from the nonpartisan group Public
Religion Research Institute found that a far larger percentage of American
Jews believed that climate change was a concern than Americans as a
whole do. At the time, an estimated 8 in 10 American Jews said the planet
is facing a crisis or a major problem. 

It’s not just that Jews find the climate situation alarming because they
tend to be liberal, and that liberals are far more likely than conservatives to
prioritize the issue. According to recent polling, Jews not only care about
climate — they also seem to prioritize it over almost any other issue. 

For example, a 2020 election exit survey of 800 Jewish voters by J Street,
a liberal pro-Israel group, found that climate change ranked second after
the COVID-19 pandemic among issues determining who they picked in the
presidential contest between Donald Trump and Joe Biden — above health
care, the economy, racial justice and other matters. 

Two subsequent polls add to this impression. In  2021  and  2022, the
Jewish Electorate Institute, a group  led by prominent Jewish Democrats,
conducted national surveys of Jewish voters and found that the top issue
they wanted President Biden and Congress to focus on was climate change.
Voting rights and the economy came in second and third in both cases. 

About two years ago, a new group called  Dayenu: A Jewish Call to
Climate Action launched, seeking to harness the overwhelming level of
worry American Jews seem to have about how greenhouse gas emissions
are wreaking havoc on our weather and oceans. 

According to Dayenu’s chief strategy officer, Phil Aroneanu, there has
long been a widespread desire among Jews to be more green as individu-
als and to organize as Jews for systemic change.

“That’s why we’re drinking out of a firehose when it comes to Jews
engaging with Dayenu and our campaigns,” he said. 

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, who spearheaded the passage of
the Inflation Reduction Act, as the $370 billion climate bill is known,
attends services with Cooper as a fellow congregant at Beth Elohim. 

When Cooper helped organize a Jewish climate rally in Park Slope last
year, Schumer showed, marking a high point in Dayenu’s visibility and
providing a piece of evidence that climate can be effectively galvanized as
a Jewish issue.

The very fact there’s a near-consensus might be the reason climate has
been under the radar as a Jewish issue, according to Leonard Saxe, a social
psychologist at Brandeis University who conducts demographic research
on Jews. 

“If there were two Jews arguing about climate change, Jewish journalists
would be reporting on it — because it’s a fight,” he said. “Perhaps it’s not
an issue because there’s not much debate in the Jewish community about
it.”
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A story of resistance and courage from Ukraine

In late July, I
received a docu-
ment from a friend,

which was sent to him
by someone associat-
ed with the
Beamsville, Ontario-
based charitable orga-
nization, Friends of

the Mennonite Centre in Ukraine , (FOMCU). 
The document was part one of a story written

by Iryna Lynka, the mayor of Molochansk, a city
in eastern Ukraine. 

Lynka was captured by the Russians around
March 15 after Russia’s unprovoked, illegal and
genocidal invasion of Ukraine began on
February 24, 2022.   She was released three and
a half weeks later, and is now living in the
Ukrainian controlled city of Zaporozhian, Alvin
Suderman, the FOMCU Chair in Steinbach,
wrote in an email to me.

“It is a horrific story,” he wrote. 
“Imagine being held in the prison in Tokmak

listening to the screams of people being tor-
tured.” 

The report was translated into English by
Oksana Druchynina, the FOMCU manager now
living in Abbotsford; B.C. Ms. Druchhnina is
still translating the second part of Ms. Lynka’s
narrative.  

IRYNA’S STORY 
The former mayor of a town in south eastern

Ukraine has finally been released, after nearly
four weeks in Russian captivity. What’s more,
she is defiant.

“And I didn’t surrender, I was reborn from
tears. I was born Ukrainian.” Those words are
from a song Iryna Lynka knew before she was
abducted by Russian soldiers.

Iryna was elected mayor of Molochansk in
Zaporizhzhia. After Russia attacked Ukraine in
February, her community was occupied in two
days. She says initially, the Russians did not
behave cruelly, as it seemed they believed their
own propaganda that they would be welcomed.
They were wrong. When the security arm of the
Russian military arrived, three weeks later, the
abductions began.

“On March 31, at 6 am, they came to my
home. A search was conducted. My sister and
my mother, who is 82-years-old, were staying
overnight. I asked them not to disturb my fami-
ly, and they did not. First, they asked if there
were police or Ukrainian soldiers in our house. I
could report that there were none.

“Then they asked why I—as a local politi-
cian— supported a pro-Ukrainian party called
the “Servant of the People” rather than the pro-
Russian party called OPZZH. They took away
all the papers and work files. They took me out-
side and the home was searched by five Russian
agents.  I noticed that there were many fully
armed men on the street. They surrounded the
house.

“As they were taking me away, we passed a
Russian armoured vehicle, and the driver turned
to me and scornfully said: ‘Are you disappoint-
ed that this is not the Ukrainian Armed Forces!’”

WITH A BAG ON THE HEAD
“Then they put a bag on my head and put me

in another car. They drove to the Tokmak police
station, 12 km away. My deputy and another
town worker were also brought there. I noticed
through the fabric covering my face that they
also had bags on their heads. Their primary goal
was to lure me— as the head of the communi-
ty— to their side. 

They took my phone and passport and said that
we know everything about you, that you have
authority among the population and that you are
very suitable for us. They wanted me to join their
side, to make a video of me distributing their

“humanitarian aid” and to talk about the advan-
tages of the Russian Federation. I was to tell peo-
ple to join the Russian side. And I immediately
said “No.” 

“At first, they seemed to be polite, addressing
me with respect. Then later, they were very rude
and disrespectful.”

“REAL BANDERA!”
Iryna says she was interrogated by young secu-

rity services men who were not older than 30.
They teased and threatened her.

“They opened my passport and saw my place
of birth, which is the Lviv region. But I have
lived almost my entire life in Eastern Ukraine,
in Zaporizhzhia. 

“Ah, so you are a true Bandera! “ (a pejorative
term for Ukrainians, coined after the Nazi col-
laborator and anti-Semite Stepan Bandera), they
said.

“All the interrogations took place at the police
office assembly hall. I had been placed on a chair
in the middle of the room, surrounded by six to
eight men with machine guns pointed at me.
They all wore balaclavas, but I will never forget
their eyes. I think I could recognize them now.” 

“I was told I had two options: to cooperate or
to hope for an exchange. Of course, I wouldn’t
want to go with a suitcase to an unknown place
where I don’t have anywhere to live. But per-
sonally, I did not imagine how it is possible to
cooperate with them. Later, the lawyers in
Ukraine explained to me that if I had given my
consent to cooperate, it would not have been
seen as collaboration by Ukrainian authorities,
since I was forced under machine guns, and it
would not have been a voluntary decision. But I
immediately understood that Russians are peo-
ple with whom there will be no compromise, no
dialogue. And if I had agreed to hand out their
‘humanitarian aid,’ then they would have had
more orders, they would never stop forcing me
to do what they need.” 

BLACKMAIL AND THREATS
As a result of refusing to cooperate, Iryna was

threatened and told her family and children (she
has two adult sons) would suffer the conse-
quences. “They said: ‘You will die and rot here.
We will take you to Russia and we will put you
before the court and judge you according to
Russian laws. No one will find you!’ ”. She
understood all this was possible.

“I was interrogated in the evening when it was
already dark. They were angry… because they
couldn’t get what they wanted from me, they
couldn’t do anything with me. But physically
they did not touch me.”

Still, Iryna says they used whatever means
they could to intimidate and blackmail her. She
says when she returned to her cell after the inter-
rogations, everything felt mixed up. She had
never written poetry in her life yet, while in cap-
tivity, she wrote half a dozen poems.

She did not know what would happen from
one minute to the next, and whether she would
ever be released. 

And she recalled her friend’s song. “When I
remembered these lines, I didn’t think about my
troubles, but I thought of people who had it
much harder than me, and especially our men
and women at the front. And I had to survive
through all these troubles. I only asked and
prayed to God that they would not take advan-
tage of my family, so they would not arrest and
torture them.”

OUR GUYS WERE 
UNGODLY TORTURED

But Iryna‘s time in her cell was excruciating.
She could not bear the sounds she heard coming
from men being tortured nearby.

“We, the women, were not beaten up, but what
I heard... the window in the cell was opened

deliberately so that I could hear what was hap-
pening there, how people screamed, how they
were mocked. The boys were brutally beaten,
which was not done to the women! They were
moaning, and screaming, and begging... just hor-
ror. Later, one of them told me that they poured
water into a bowl and passed an electric stream
through his legs, and something was inserted
under his nails, and he was pricked.

“And here you are, lying in the cell, no one
touches you, but you are tortured by those
sounds and screams of terror. I thought how can
those who torture people, return to their families,
how can they hug their wives and children, be
gentle?  They were not acting human.”

“KYIV, CHERNIGIV AND 
SUMY ARE OURS!”

While in captivity, Iryna had no information
from the outside. Taking advantage of this, the
security services officials said that the Russians
had already taken Kyiv, they had taken
Chernihiv and that there would be no Ukraine.

“Somehow, I was able to receive a small pack-
age of chocolate and prunes from my sister,
Svetlana. Hidden inside, was a note: ‘Kyiv,
Chernihiv and Sumy are ours!’ ”

“God, how I kissed that note! I understood that
they were deceiving me, that everything was not
so bad. Over time I received a few more notes.
How important that was. It broadened my under-
standing of what was happening.”

“Something I won’t forget is how afraid I was
of getting sick. In April, it was very cold in the
concrete cell. My feet were freezing. Medicines
were sometimes given, but there were times
when a doctor was deliberately not called. Once
I woke up and I was shaking; I took a pill. I did
not know whether my blood pressure was very
low or, on the contrary, too high. I called for a
doctor, but he never came. And in the evening,
they called me for questioning and smiling,
asked ‘Well, how are you?’  I said that every-
thing was fine, but I thought to myself, ‘You will
not get me!’ For them, all their tactics were
acceptable, and I understood that one must never
show weakness or fear. I’m not saying that I’m
fearless and I was not afraid. No, I was afraid. I
understood that anything could happen.” 

HOPE FOR AN EXCHANGE
“A week later, I signed a letter of resignation,

saying I was no longer mayor. I understood that

Friends of the Mennonite
Centre in Ukraine (FOMCU) 

By MARTIN ZEILIG
In the summer of 2000, with the encourage-

ment of then mayor of Molochansk, the pur-
chase of the former Maedchenschule in
Molochansk took place.

This is now the Mennonite Centre after reno-
vations were done.

FOMCU is a registered charity in Canada with
a North American board of directors that pro-
vides direction, oversight and funds to the
Mennonite Centre in Ukraine.

With some modest beginnings in providing
lunches for seniors, funds for medical emergen-
cies and access to computers, the Centre now
operates with an annual budget of approximate-
ly $300,000 for projects in the Molochna and
Zaporizhzhia areas.

“While our focus has been to help the people
living in the former Mennonite villages, now
with the war, we are helping throughout
Ukraine,” says Alvin Suderman, the chairperson
of FOMCU, who lives in Winnipeg. 

“Our managers in Ukraine have helped us
identify reliable organizations and we are
focused on assisting internal refugees.”
Sources: FOMCU website; Alvin Suderman.

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

(Continued on opposite page.)



according to Ukrainian laws,
this would not change anything,
but the security services wanted
me to formally acknowledge I
was not the head of the commu-
nity. Together with the resigna-
tion letter, I made a written
request to be included in a pris-
oner exchange and this was
handed over to the Molochansk
town council.

“Although under the Geneva
Convention, civilians cannot be
captured and therefore can’t be
exchanged, the Russians did just
that. They abducted people so
they could have an ‘exchange
fund’ for their side.

“My name was included on a prisoner
exchange list three times. Two Russian soldiers
were offered for me. However, I was taken off
the list every time. I’m convinced that the man
who lost the mayoralty election to me, and who
now cooperates with the Russians, helped
remove my name.”

MORE THREATS
“One day, a new commander was going around

the cells. I asked him about a prisoner exchange.
He told me it was ‘in the process.’ That’s when I
realized an exchange was very possible. Soon,
during another interrogation, an officer offered
to record a video of me appealing to my com-
munity, with propaganda about the Russian
Federation.

“I refused again. ‘Then you will die in the
cell!’ And I said, ‘I will be exchanged!’  He
replied that they tore up my application and
flushed it down the toilet, that there would be no
exchange. ‘It will happen,’ I said. ‘There is
already a resolution.” He snapped: “How do you
know?”I told him that I had been informed. He
shouted: ‘That’s it! No more relief packages
from your family.’

“I was afraid that they would search the cell
and find the notes. As soon as I returned from the
interrogation, I tore the notes up. These pieces of
paper were so dear to me, I reread them multiple
times, but I threw them into the toilet.”

RELEASED, BUT THE FEAR REMAINS
In the end, Iryna Lypka was not exchanged, but

released. The Russians did not explain anything.
She believes that she was saved because the men
holding her captive were reassigned and a new,
more compassionate team was brought in. 

“I was released in the afternoon on April 23,
just before Easter. When I came out, I was so
dizzy, that my legs wobbled. I was not weak, but
the arrest left its mark. For example, I woke up
on Sunday at home, opened my eyes and got
scared - why is there so much light in the room?

“Or when a dog barks on the street - I run to
the window. If a tractor is driving by, I imagine
that I see a tank. If I see Russian military vehi-
cles driving by, I think they must be coming for
me.

“Soon after my release, Mayor Kotelevskyi of
Tokmak was killed.  This is the city where I was
held prisoner.  Officially it was declared to be a
suicide, but the people did not believe that. As
the deposed mayor of Molochansk, I did not feel
safe and this is when I felt I had to leave.”

In the end, together with her 82-year-old moth-
er and her sister’s family, Iryna left for the near-
est Ukrainian-controlled city of Zaporizhzhia.

“IF WE FIND BANDERA - 
WE WILL SHOOT EVERYONE!”

Iryna Lypka says it is difficult for Ukrainian
people to understand the Russian army.

“The Russian soldiers went from house to
house and asked, ‘Do you have Bandera?’, and
people laughed at them. The Russians said, ‘If

we find them - we’ll
shoot everyone!’

“Some Russians
made themselves at
home in one of the
houses. The owner
came in and smelled a
terrible stench from
dirty clothes and socks.
She was indignant:
‘You could at least ven-
tilate. They were sur-
prised: ‘Are you saying
that your windows
open?’ It turns out that
they had never seen
double-glazed win-
dows, yet they came to
Ukraine to ‘save’ us.

“Russian soldiers are
amazed that the houses are all built of brick and
stone.  It appears that they rob households of
microwave ovens as they have never seen them
before. The occupiers also told her that they have
no natural gas in the villages in Russia. That is,
the pipeline goes through the village, but there is
no access to the gas for the villagers. 

“They were amazed at everything - the paved
road, natural gas, and streetlights.

“The security services tried to tell me during
the interrogations that Ukraine is a mess and that
Zelensky is bad. On the contrary, I started telling
them about the program... ‘Big construction’
being implemented in the country - roads,
schools, gardens, sports complexes—large facil-
ities are being built. We have problems and we
need to solve them, but we do not go to Russia to
solve theirs.

“Only once, during the interrogation, one of
them blurted out that ‘I feel sorry for you
because you are a woman.’ And others have no
emotions - they just have the orders they follow.
And they just have a terrible hatred for us.”

Now Iryna Lypka is in Zaporizhzhia, dealing
with issues of financing the community, as well
as issuing documents to graduates of the schools
in the area. She also organizes the work of the
Children’s Affairs Service. In Zaporizhzhia, they
are trying to help those who have fled the
Russian-occupied area, and they are also arrang-
ing humanitarian aid.  Those who leave
Zaporizhzhia deliver necessary goods to the
Russian-occupied community.

The new mayor appointed by the Russians
operates in Molochansk.  He drives Iryna’s car
around the town, the one the Russians seized
from her.

“There are people in Molochansk who cooper-
ate with the Russians or seem happy about their
new life. There are women who live with the
Russian occupiers. 

“I cannot understand these people. They see
what the Russians do, how they mock the
Ukrainians, how they rob and take everything
from people. Everyone sees everything with
their own eyes, not from the TV screen. And
someone goes to bed with that animal. It simply
cannot be understood.

“What can be said, of people who are well-
off, fighting to get in line for Russian ‘humani-
tarian aid,’ so that even the Russians laugh and
film them?  Well, one could understand if people
were really bloated with hunger. But each of us
has potatoes and vegetable gardens. You should
not disrespect yourself like that! I also don’t
understand a person who always puts her hand
on her chest while singing the National Anthem
of Ukraine and today is collaborating with the
occupiers. However, there are just a few of them.
There are more patriotic people than corrupt
ones.” 

“I believe in our Armed Forces. I believe that
we will definitely win and rebuild our beloved
Ukraine. Let’s all believe!”
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Powell Property Group
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IRYNA LYNKA
former mayor of Molochansk

in eastern Ukraine

‘CNN’ to air special report on
anti-Semitism in America

(August 16, 2022 / JNS) Anti-Semitism is
gaining new and frightening ground in American
society, according to a new CNN investigation
on rising anti-Semitism in America.

The CNN Special Report, “Rising Hate: Anti-
Semitism in America,” will air on Aug. 21 at 9
p.m. Eastern Standard Time. It is hosted by
anchor and chief political correspondent Dana
Bash.

“Though it has always existed, this ancient
hatred has grown in recent years, moving from
fringe groups and obscure chatrooms to the
mainstream, both online and on the streets of
communities across the country,” CNN said in a
statement announcing the program.

With white nationalists being radicalized
online—and carrying out deadly shootings, as
well as fostering conspiracy theories and tropes
being normalized by political leaders—Bash vis-
its Jewish communities still suffering from the
violence.

She visited Poway, Calif., where a deadly
attack occurred on the last day of Passover 2019,
and Congregation Beth Israel in Colleyville,
Texas, where an armed gunman took congre-
gants hostage in January, including its rabbi,
Charlie Cytron-Walker. And she also got her first
look at a command center that tracks threats
against Jews by monitoring the dark web’s deep-
est corners.



Aug. 9, 2002  (JTA)
— Negotiating the
bomb-scarred roads of
eastern Ukraine is the
easy part of Ilya
Pulin’s day as he
delivers food and
medicine across east-
ern Ukraine as a vol-

unteer.
The difficult part, he told the Jewish

Telegraphic Agency, is finding and paying for
fuel in the war-torn country.

Since Russia invaded in February, “fuel prices
have doubled. There are hour-long lines at petrol
stations. And until a few days ago there was a
five-gallon ration per person,” said Pulin, a 38-
year-old Jewish father of two in Dnipro who
works as science professor specializing in ther-
modynamics.      

“You can easily wait for six, seven hours at
select fuel stations and, until recently, you only
got five gallons. It’s very difficult,” Pulin said.

To solve this problem, which is affecting aid
providers all over the country, the Chabad-affili-
ated Federation of Jewish Communities of
Ukraine has spent over $2 million buying a fleet

of 40 electric cars — including some made by
Volvo — that it is distributing this month to
communities like Pulin’s.

“It’s going to save lives,” said Shlomo
Salomon, the rabbi of the eastern city of
Kremenchuk, where one member of the Jewish
community is on life support after the war dis-
rupted his access to a crucial medicine he
required.

The cost of cars, including electric cars, has
shot up globally amid parts shortages and other
pandemic-induced changes. But even at an aver-

age price tag of $50,000 each, the
cars are seen as a smart buy as
Ukrainian-Jewish aid groups and
volunteers use their extensive ties
and funding sources in the West to
adapt quickly to situations as they
unfold during the five-month long
Russian invasion.

Amid the war’s surge both in the
needs of aid recipients and the
price of extending aid — in addi-
tion to fuel, medicine and food
prices have also skyrocketed —
the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee, or JDC,
is seeing unexpected returns on
investments it made several years
ago, according to Amos Lev-Ran,
the director of JDC’s division for
external relations in the former
Soviet Union.

One of them is JDC’s switch
from delivering food and medi-
cines to needy Jews to a system
where the recipients can get those
items themselves at a supermarket
near them, using a card preloaded
with payments. Another is the
JOINTECH system that allows
caregivers and others to connect
to elderly and other aid recipients
online to combat loneliness with-
out the need for travel.

“All of the adaptations that we
made over the past few years are
really benefiting us now, and sav-
ing a lot of costs,” Amos Lev-Ran
said.

In Mykolaiv, a southern city that
is the birthplace of Menachem
Mendel Schneerson, the last
leader of the Chabad-Lubavitch
Hasidic dynasty, the fuel shortage
is having a cooling effect on the
willingness of volunteers to show
up for errands, according to
Sholom Gotlieb, a Chabad rabbi
who’s been living in the city for
the past 25 years.

“There’s a solidarity and will-
ingness to sacrifice but after 160
days of war, there’s only so much

you can ask,” he said. 
Sending volunteers to wait for hours for a fuel

ration at a flammable gas station amid unrelent-
ing Russian bombing is “not something that’s
reasonable to expect from a volunteer,” said the
rabbi, whose wife and 10 children left for his
homeland of Israel after the war broke out.

At least a third of his community of about
2,000 people have also left the city, including
the wife and children of Pulin, the science pro-
fessor. Helen Pulina, an English teacher, is stay-
ing in Israel. Her husband had to stay behind
because of emergency rules that prevent most
men under 60 from leaving Ukraine. She is
planning on settling in Israel and awaits the
moment her husband is allowed to join her.

“I’m studying Hebrew, settling in. Starting
something new. Very unexpected but there you
have it,” she said.

In the first half of 2022, more than 12,000 peo-
ple left Ukraine for Israel under its law of return
for Jews and their relatives – roughly four times
the tally of the whole of 2021. The dimensions of
this Jewish exodus from Ukraine, which had at
least 47,000 Jews in 2020, are probably far larg-
er as many thousands of additional Jews have
left for Europe, the United States and beyond.

Does this movement require fewer Jews
requiring aid back in Ukraine?

“The opposite is true,” said Gotlieb.
Those who leave tend to be young and have the

means to make a move on short notice, he said.
Those who stay often move in with families out-
side city centers, which are more likely to be tar-
geted by Russian rockets. This makes food deliv-
ery and aid routes longer, especially in the
sprawling city of Mykolaiv and the many vil-
lages scattered around it.

And then there are those that JDC calls “the
new poor” — middle-class families or individu-
als that the financial crisis that the war has
pushed into requiring aid for the first time, as
millions of jobs in Ukraine evaporated and the
local currency plunged into a tailspin. Since war
broke out, JDC has seen about 1,000 “new poor”
Jews join its list of about 37,000 aid recipients.

Internally displaced Jews, who moved to what
they hope is a safer location than where their
home is, are another new and vulnerable group
for JDC and other Jewish aid providers to care
for.

The number of Ukrainian Jews living in
Ukraine before the war is disputed. The
European Jewish Congress says they number at
least 360,000 whereas a major survey from 2020
of the demography of Jewish communities in
Europe estimated the community to be no larger
than 47,000. Either way, aid recipients made up
a sizable chunk of the community even before
the war.

It will go from bad to worse, according to
Rabbi Meir Stambler, chairman of the
Federation of Jewish Communities of Ukraine,
the Chabad-affiliated group.

“Clearly, a lot of people are going to be
plunged into poverty because of the war, during
it and for years to follow,” he told JTA.

Preparing for that reality means tightening all
kinds of belts, starting with the price of getting to
and transporting the recipients, he said. 

“The electric cars are going to operate at a
fraction of the cost of fuel-burning ones,”
Stambler added. “It’s one of those actions that
are needed urgently now — and are also required
to prepare for what’s coming.”
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In Ukraine, Jewish charity buys 40 electric cars to manage rising costs of delivering aid

A woman takes out an aid package from an
electric car owned by the Jewish Federations
of Ukraine in Kyiv, Ukraine, Aug. 1, 2022.
(Courtesy of the Jewish Federations of Ukraine.)

By

CNAAN LIPHSHIZ


