
By BERNIE BELLAN

F
ascinated as I was by the story I had
received about Aron Katz, I plunged
into trying to accumulate as much

information about Aron as I could. In the
adjoining story you can appreciate how
accomplished Aron was, both as a scholar
as a “mentsch.” You can also get a sense of
why, even after 50 years, his sudden death
still resonates so much with former class-
mates of his.

But, in addition to the biographical
information that you can read in the story
about Aron,  Reid Linney also attached
something else – something that I didn’t
read immediately, because it wasn’t clear
to me what it was all about. 

It was a photocopy of something that, as
Gerald (Yosel) Minuk subsequently
explained to me in an email, had appeared
in a book which his wife happened to buy
from a woman going door to door selling
copies of a book about cottage life in the Whiteshell area.

Once I finished reading the document that Reid Linney had sent, I real-
ized it was a first-person account of the combined attempts of various indi-
viduals to revive a drowning victim whose name they didn’t know. It was
so well-written, and the person writing it seemed to have such a detailed
knowledge of what would have been involved in saving someone’s life,
had there been even a slim chance of doing that, I was convinced the per-
son writing this account must himself have been a doctor - even though he
never identifies himself as such. 

It turn out the author was Dr. John Eadie, who was a Director of Public
Health in Manitoba and who would eventually became the Director of
Epidemiology for the Province of Manitoba. 

In his obituary, it notes that  Dr. Eadie was born in England, studied med-
icine at the University of Edinburgh, and served with the Royal Army
Medical Corps in Burma/Rangoon during the Second World War.

in 1950 Dr. Eadie and his family moved to Portage la Prairie. “In 1955
the family moved to Winnipeg, and later he purchased a cabin on Big
Whiteshell Lake, where he would spend his retirement years exulting in
family and his beloved outdoors,” his obituary notes.

I’ve decided to reprint Dr. Eadie’s entire account of what happened one
summer day in the Big Whiteshell. However, as you’ll see once you start
to read Dr. Eadie’s account, he says that what happened occurred on a
Sunday – and that he decided to record his recollection of the day’s events
at 4:00 am the following day, which would have made that a Monday. Aron
Katz drowned on a Tuesday - so it’s entirely possible that the subject of the
story was not Aron Katz, but another young man who drowned in Big
Whiteshell Lake.

BIG WHITESHELL LAKE
JOHN A. EADIE
LOT 8 BLOCK 4

TRIUMPH AND DISASTER

“A normally busy Sunday at the lake started, for me , at about 7:30 a.m.,
when I took my wife’s dog for a run up to the ‘mountain’ behind our cot-
tage. After a rest to admire the start of another ‘Sunny Manitoba Morning,’
without a cloud in the sky – back downhill, with Tuffy in the lead, to break-
fast alone, listening to the
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A life snuffed short: 49 years
ago a brilliant young med

student by the name of Aron
Katz drowned in the

Whiteshell in the course of
saving his own younger sister

herself from drowning

By BERNIE BELLAN

O
n  July 21 I received an interest-
ing email from someone by the
name of Reid Linney that imme-

diately aroused my interest.
Here is what Reid wrote:
“Hi,
“I’m a member of St. John’s High

School’s Class of 1969.
“We celebrated the 50th anniversary

of our graduation in 2019 and
embarked upon a fundraising effort for
an annual scholarship.

“The scholarship honors our class-
mate, Aron Katz.

“In 1973 he gave his life while saving
his sister from drowning.

“Aron was in med school at the time.
“Our class, and members of Aron’s

family, raised enough money to fund an annual scholarship of $2,500.
“It’s awarded to a graduating student who shows academic promise and

exhibits both personal courage and empathy for others.
“On Tuesday, August 16, at 9:00 am we’ll be meeting at the school to

install a memorial plaque on the Alumni Wall.
“If you have any interest in joining us, please feel free to do so…

“Cheers,
“Reid Linney”

Reid’s email intrigued me. I admit though that I had never heard of Aron
Katz, although he would have been only two years older than me at the
time of his death. I responded to Reid:

“Hi Reid,
“This is a very poignant story. It reminds me of another story - also about

a St. John’s student who died tragically around the same time (in 1971).
Her name was Rebbie Victor. (She was shot by accident by another student
in a prank gone terribly wrong because no one realized they were playing
with a loaded gun.)

“I wrote about her in 2020 and that story really resonated with readers…
“Regards,
“Bernie Bellan
“Publisher,
“The Jewish Post & News”

Attached to Reid’s email was the text of the plaque that will be dedicat-
ed on August 16:

ARON KATZ
1951-1973

Graduating Class of 1969
Aron was an exceptional young man of great intellect and even greater

courage, who in the summer of 1973 was about to begin his third year of
Medicine at the University of Manitoba. He gave his life while saving his
younger sister from
drowning during a

The enthralling account of the attempt
to revive a drowning victim -  as written 

at the time by Dr. John Eadie

ARON KATZ

Dr. JOHN EADIE
He was eventually to

become Manitoba’s
Director of Epidemiology.

One summer day he was
holidaying with his family
at Big Whiteshell Lake
when he was alerted to a
drowning. 

(Continued on page 3. See “Aron Katz.”) (Continued on page 8. See “Dr. Eadie.”)



A
s with most craftsmen, Stephen Segal takes
a lot of pride in his work.  “We have done
so many projects in Winnipeg over the

years,” says the President and CEO of Polar
Windows of Canada.  “It’s a great feeling when-
ever I drive around the city and pass homes and
businesses with our windows knowing that we
were involved in the construction.”

And despite the negative effects on the economy
brought about by pandemic restrictions these past

two years, it has been a time of opportunity for Segal from a business per-
spective.  Over that time period, he has added four other long-established
window manufacturers to his stable of companies and also formed a part-
nership with long time friend Dan Rosenblat to bring the latter’s National
Interiors into the fold - a move which allows Segal’s conglomerate to offer

customers flooring,
tiles and window cov-
erings in addition to
different window
styles.

Stephen Segal is a
scion of Jewish pio-
neers to this region.
His mother, the former
Miriam Maslovsky
grew up on a farm at
Birds Hill.  His father,
Preston Segal, is also
from a family that
came here in the early
1900s.

(As it happens, his
wife, Mara
Zimmerman, can trace
her roots back even
farther – to the original
wave of Jewish immi-
gration here in the
1880s and Nissim
Zimmerman, an uncle
of the great writer,
Shalom Aleichem.)

Segal, the middle
child in a family of
three sons, grew up in
Tuxedo and attended
Ramah for elementary
school and Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate
for Grades 7-9.   He
chose to go to St.
Paul’s High School for
high school.

“Attending St.
Paul’s was an eye-
opening experience
for me,” he recalls.
“There weren’t a lot of
Jewish students at the
(Catholic boy’s)
school when I was
there but the attitude to
Judaism was really
positive.  There were a
lot of open discus-
sions.”

While most of his
Jewish contemporaries
were looking to
careers in law, medi-
cine, accounting or
science, Segal found
himself drawn to
architecture.

“I heard an architect
speaking about the
profession at a career
day at St. Paul’s,” he
recalls.  “I was attract-
ed to design.”

After graduating
from the University of
Manitoba in 1993 with

a degree in Environmental Design,
Segal started his first business ven-
ture – a digital advertising company
that incorporated his design back-
ground.

That led in 1998 to a role with
Price Industries as Vice-President
and Chief Information Officer.  Price
Industries was established in 1949
and, by 1998, had become a world
wide supplier of air distribution
products. During his five years
working for Gerry Price, Segal co-
ordinated the upgrading of the com-
pany’s IT and corporate communica-
tions systems, oversaw plant expan-
sion and implemented a business
development program that helped to
boost sales to the U.S. by 25% over
five years,

“I learned so much from Gerry
Price about manufacturing, sales and
marketing,” Segal says.

The next stop in Segal’s career journey – and his introduction to window
manufacturing – was with Loewen Windows where he served for three
years as Vice-president of Sales and Marketing and CIO.  At Loewen,
which was founded in 1905, Segal worked on the redesign of the compa-
ny’s distribution network and helped to boost sales by 50% over a two year
period.

After Loewen, he moved on to a similar role with Wardrop Engineering,
another long-established Winnipeg company.  He stayed with the firm after
it was bought out by consulting, engineering and technical services multi-
national Tetra Tech.  The experience of being part of that transition, he says,
taught him the basics about buying and selling companies – lessons he has
put to good use over the last two years.

Following a two-and-a-half year stint with plastics giant Acrylon – where
he also served as Vice President of Sales and Marketing – he pursued a
“window of opportunity”, so to speak,  joining Polar Windows of  Canada
in 2014 and, soon after, assuming the position of President and CEO.

Polar Windows, he explains, manufactures and installs high-performance
windows that are built to perform in Canada’s extreme climates. The com-
pany’s market area encompasses Saskatchewan, Alberta and Manitoba. 

“Through our unwavering commitment to quality and customer needs,
we are proud to remain a leader in the design and manufacture of one of the
highest quality Solar Energy Rated windows on the market,” Segal says.

Now, it may seem counterintuitive to be expanding during a time of lock-
downs – but the reality is that times like these are when older company
leaders – without children to take over the business – who may have been
planning to retire anyway, decide to pull the ripcord.

And for a savvy businessman such as Segal, those situations present him
with opportunities to expand his product lines and extend market reach.

The first such opportunity presented itself when Accurate Dorwin put up
the “for sale” sign.  The now 70-year-old company became the first of
Segal’s acquisitions early in 2020.

Accurate Dorwin, Segal points out, was a pioneer in the production of
fiberglass windows that are used in modern aircraft, turbine windmills and
bridges. The company provides customers with a variety of products,
including fiberglass windows and doors, as well as commercial aluminum
windows, storefront doors, curtain walls, mirrors and glass.   

“With Accurate Dorwin, we have been able to expand our capabilities
and offer more choice,” Segal says.

Just six months later, Segal was able to add Glass 8 Inc. to his growing
business empire.  The 5-year-old glass and glazing contractor serves cus-
tomers from Northwestern Ontario to British Columbia, and from the
Canada / US border to Nunavut. 

Looking in a different direction, last year, Segal acquired two long-stand-
ing window and door manufacturers – Alweather Windows and Doors, and
Allsco Windows and Doors – both of which serve the Maritime provinces.

Thus far, he notes, due to the Covid travel restrictions, he has only been
able to fly out to the Maritimes once to see his new companies.  “We have
been meeting on Zoom,” he says of his new team of employees.

The deal with Dan Rosenblat was also finalized in April of 2021.
Rosenblat remains President of National Interiors while Segal is Chairman.

My partnership with Dan has changed our business quite a bit,” Segal
comments.  “We can now offer contractors a choice of windows, doors,
flooring, blinds and more.”

He points out that
where, two years ago,
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Under the Big Top presents...

Produced by Karla Berbrayer
Fridays | 11:00 AM
$10/concert

August 12
Rosemarie 
Todaschuk
Ron Paley

August 19
Sarah Sommer
Justin Odwak
George Bajer
Koulack
Cary Denby

Produced by Karla Berbrayer
Tuesdays | 11:00 AM

$10/concert

August 9
Helen White

August 16
Justin Stadnyk

Contact Us to Register at:
(204) 339-1701 | info@gwensecter.com

1588 Main St, Wpg, MB R2V 1Y3
Transportation Available
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Former architect now one of Winnipeg’s leading window manufacturers

By

MYRON LOVE

STEPHEN SEGAL

(Continued on page 9. See “Stephen Segal.”)



camping trip in the Whiteshell and was
posthumously honoured for his heroism
with Canada’s second highest award for

bravery—The Star of Courage.
Incredibly bright, unselfish, kind and humble, Aron was the second

youngest of seven children who grew up under very modest circumstances
in an old wooden clapboard house on Alfred Avenue. He had an excep-
tional thirst for knowledge and was a valued member of St. John’s High
School’s “Reach for the Top” team, a televised, academic quiz show in
which the best and brightest from Winnipeg high schools competed. Aron
made friends easily, loved sports and was a huge Jimi Hendrix fan. He
dreamt of being a doctor one day in order to help others and had just com-
pleted the first half of his medical degree.

At their fiftieth anniversary reunion, Aron’s fellow graduating classmates
from 1969 (Room 333 – The Theatre Room) decided to honour him in per-
petuity with an annual scholarship in his name, recognizing a graduating
student each year who best demonstrates academic promise and exhibits
empathy for others; in particular, one who has shown extreme courage
when faced with a significant challenge in their life. Donations were made
by twenty-six members of that class, together with Aron’s five surviving sib-
lings

Aron Katz left this world much too soon. May his memory and legacy last
forever. God bless him.

Reid had also attached a brief clipping from the Canadian Press about
Aron’s death:

“PINAWA, Man. (CP) – Aron Katz, 19 (Ed. note: he was actually 21), of
Winnipeg, saved his 14-year-old sister Marian (Ed. note: her name was
Miriam) from drowning Tuesday  in Big Whiteshell Lake but lost his own
life. RCMP said when the girl ran into trouble swimming, the youth pushed
her to several other swimmers, then drowned.”

Once I finished reading Reid’s email, along with a couple of the attach-
ments he sent, I set out about trying to learn as much as I could about Aron
Katz. I’ve noted before that nothing resonates more with readers than learn-
ing of a young life – full of promise – snuffed out suddenly and totally
unexpectedly.

Subsequently, I was able to find Aron’s obituary on
newspaperarchive.com:

ARON KATZ
“On July 10, 1973 accidentally in Whiteshell Provincial Park, Aron Katz,

aged 21 years, dearly beloved son of Mr. and Mrs. I. Katz of 497 Alfred
Ave, and precious brother of Shirley, Dr. Saul, Matylda, Ann, Ronia (Mrs.
Larry Epstein) and Miriam. Services were held July 11 at the Chesed Shel
Emes and interment in the Hebrew Sick Benefit Cemetery. Aron was a third
year student at the University of Manitoba Medical School. In lieu of flow-
ers, contributions to a memorial fund may be sent to the University of
Manitoba Medical School.”

I was also told that  two of Aron Katz’s good friends were David
Manusow and Gerald (Yosel) Minuk – both of whom had been schoolmates
of Aron’s at St. John’s, also colleagues of his in medical school. 

David Manusow told me that he had written a tribute to Aron on the occa-
sion of the 50th anniversary of his St. John’s graduating class’s reunion.
David sent me the text of his tribute:

Aron Katz
(1951 - 1973)

Written and delivered by David Manusow on Saturday, August 17, 2019

“This is dedicated to the memory of our dear classmate and friend, Aron
Katz, who died accidentally in the Whiteshell on July 10, 1973 while sav-
ing his younger sister from drowning.

“It would be remiss of me to try to improve upon the eloquent tribute to
Aron written by his sister Shirley that Danny (Bronstein) just read, but I
would like to elaborate on some points, as well as share some personal rem-
iniscences.

“Aron was the second youngest of 7 children, all academic stars, who
grew up under very modest circumstances in an old, white 2-1/2 storey
wooden clapboard house on Alfred Ave. (Many years later, I still recall
Aron complaining that the sound of mice scurrying about in its walls inter-
fered with his studying!)

“As you his classmates know, Aron was extremely intelligent, unselfish,
kind and humble. He had a thirst for knowledge and acquitted himself well
as a member of the Grade 12 ‘Reach for the Top’ team. He was also a huge
fan of Jimi Hendrix and Cream.

“While we were friendly in high school, we didn’t really become close
until university. We shared the same aspirations and took most of our pre-
Med courses together. I can remember studying Organic Chemistry through
the night with him out at the Fort Garry Campus, as well as a frigid winter
evening in Kildonan Park triangulating stars for our Astronomy course.
Because I didn’t have a car, Aron would pick me up in his family’s huge
black 1955 Buick Roadmaster to write our exams.

“After we were both accepted into Medicine in the fall of 1971, we
became even closer. We sat beside each other in lectures, and took all of our
labs and spares together. We also car-pooled together that first year (along
with Yosel (Minuk) and Morley Shatsky). At the end of that year, Aron
bought a brand new Datsun 510 4-door sedan (navy on white) for the then-
princely sum of $2,300.00. He was immensely proud of that car and loved
driving it.

“With the demise of that car pool after first-year, Aron and I decided to
‘go it alone.’ “Always considerate and never one to complain, Aron trav-
elled at least 2 miles out of his way in the opposite direction each day to
take me to and from school. I have fond memories of spending the occa-
sional Friday afternoon at the Balmoral Hotel bar with Aron, reviewing our
‘surface anatomy.’

“I can also recall when Aron and I, and his longtime sweetheart Lorraine
Shapiro, celebrated after the Xmas ‘Comprehensive’ in 2nd year by going
to the old downtown Met to see the movie, ‘The Stewardesses’ (in 3D, no
less!). Unbeknownst to us, and much to our collective embarrassment, it
turned out to be an X-rated pornographic movie that was subsequently
banned. Incidentally, at least a third of our 2nd year Med School class hap-
pened to be there as well that evening, celebrating!

“Aron was an extremely good student, and at the age of 21, had just com-
pleted his 2nd year in the U of M’s Faculty of Medicine. He had spent his
first and was just starting his second summer in the Medical Microbiology
Dept. working on the Australia antigen/Hepatitis B virus. He enjoyed med-
icine and was looking forward to beginning his 3rd year in September,
1973.

“Always an avid camper, in early July Aron took his little sister Miriam
camping at Big Whiteshell Lake and well, now you know all the rest. I
received a call that evening from Morley Shatsky (who lived across from
Aron) informing me that Aron had drowned. The next day, Aron’s only
brother Saul contacted me, requesting that I be a pallbearer. It was the sad-
dest, most emotional funeral I have ever attended. 

“And thus it all ended. I would now ask that you all rise for a minute of
silence to remember our dear friend and classmate, Aron Katz, a young
man of great intellect and even greater courage, who left this world much
too soon.

“May his memory and legacy last forever.
“Thank you.”

I also heard from Gerald (Yosel) Minuk, who told me that he had only a
few things to add to what I had already gathered: 

“Thanks for the opportunity to contribute to your story on Aron Katz
(z”L) but I’m going to

A photo from the 1969 St. John’s yearbook showing Aron (seated, sec-
ond from left), with the other members of the school’s Reach for the
Top team, along with their two coaches. 

The caption in the yearbook only gave first names and, while I recog-
nized two of Aron’s teammates: Lenny Leven (seated to Aron’s left) and
Ricky Kraut, along with Bernie Melman (standing, right), who went on to
become vice-principal of Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, I wasn’t sure who
the “Harvey” in the photo was. After running an OCR program on the St.
John’s yearbook, I discovered that Harvey was Harvey Koffman - who
was the only Grade 10 student on the team. 

I was also pretty sure that the “Mr. Carr” in the photo must have been
Alex Carr, brother of Jim and Robert, but it was only after I confirmed
that with Fern (Zamick) Carr, Alex’s wife, that I could write with assur-
ance that it was indeed Alex Carr. 

Interestingly, after I emailed Fern Carr, asking her about the photo, she
responded with her own story about herself having been on the Gordon
Bell provincial champion Reach for the Top team.

Here is what Fern wrote:

“Al taught at St. John's from 1967 - 1999, and besides being Aron's
coach, was his chemistry teacher. I showed him the photo and it really
brought back memories - thanks.

“You know, I was on the RFTT team (as a student from Gordon Bell)
while Al was the St. John's coach. We probably unknowingly were at the
same tournaments together. Another coincidence is that Al's Baba Leibe
lived directly across the street from my baba and zaida on St. Anthony.
We both visited our respective grandparents every Sunday, again though,
before we knew each other.”
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R
eaders may wonder why I’ve devoted so
much space to writing about Aron Katz,
who died tragically 49 years ago.

The reason, as I explain in my story on page
1, is that memories of a member of our com-
munity whose life was suddenly cut short –
especially someone who was on the cusp of
greatness, evoke strong feelings in so many of

us. 

As I also note in my story, a year and a half ago I wrote a very similar
story about someone named Rebbie Victor. Here is what I wrote in
December 2020: “It was 50 years ago this month that the life of a young
woman who was loved by all who knew her was cut tragically short as the
result of a totally unforeseeable incident.

“I didn’t know Rebecca Victor (who was commonly known as Rebbie),
although it turns out we weren’t far apart in age.”

In that article I quoted extensively from a piece the late Abe Arnold had
written about Rebbie, in which he described how immensely talented she
was – and what great promise she held. Abe wrote: “Rebbie Victor was a
talented young woman with mature interests in the world around her. A stu-
dent of music and of dance, she showed accomplishment at the piano and
had a lovely voice, but music was not all and she had a great zest for the
varied experiences of life.

“Rebbie had an earnest concern for other people demonstrated by her
active interest in the cause of world peace and in political activities which,
to her, were truly devoted to the achievement of a just society.”

So, when I was contacted again – this time by a former classmate of Aron
Katz’s by the name of Reid Linney - who asked me whether I’d be inter-
ested in writing about yet another product of St. John’s, and  who was only
21 when his life came to a sudden end, I immediately responded that I
would because I knew Aron’s story would also evoke a similar reaction
among readers as had the story about Rebbie Victor.

Never having attended St. John’s myself, although many of my friends
did, when I pored through the same online 1968-69 yearbook that I had
looked at in December 2020 when I was researching Rebbie Victor’s life, I
was astounded at how many names I recognized – and who have since gone
on to successful careers.

There are doctors, dentists, lawyers, and businesspeople, many of whom
are well known, not only in our Jewish community, but the larger commu-
nity as well. And, when I looked at the names of the individuals who have
contributed to the scholarship that has been established in Aron Katz’s
name for a student at St. Johns’s, I was impressed with the mix of Jewish
and non-Jewish names.

That was another aspect of Aron’s story that impressed me. Among the
many individuals who have contributed to the scholarship established in his
memory are many non-Jewish names.

Here is the wording that explains the purpose of the Aron Katz scholar-
ship: “Aron excelled at aca-
demics, made friends easi-
ly, and exhibited uncom-
mon courage in his life.  His
classmates wish to recog-
nize a graduating student
who similarly shows acade-
mic promise and exhibits
empathy for others; in par-
ticular, one who has
demonstrated courage
when faced with a signifi-
cant challenge in their life.”

To think that someone
who died almost 50 years
ago can serve as an inspira-
tion for others is something
that we should all keep in
mind when we think of the
types of role models that
young people have in abun-
dance these days.

Nowadays someone has
to have a huge Instagram
presence and be a social
influencer of immense
fame in order to attract the
admiration of most young

people.

But, back in the day when Aron Katz was growing up – along with his
friends, the criteria for success included academic achievement and
being a well-rounded person. I’m not so sure those criteria still hold
when the single most important criterion for success these days seems
to be how many followers you have on Instagram.

At the same time I wonder how the current generation of Jewish kids
compares with kids from years past when it comes to goals and oppor-
tunities. Back in the 1950s, 60s and 70s, it was taken for granted that
if you did well at school and continued on the same path at university,
then doors would be open to you in almost any field you might choose.
The era of facing discrimination on gaining admittance to medical
school, for instance – something that was a bitter obstacle for Jewish
students for years, was over. All that you needed were good marks and
a willingness to work hard .

Yet, in looking at that St. John’s yearbook, as I realized that so many
of the names I recognized no longer live in Winnipeg, I couldn’t help
but think that so many of the best and brightest have left Winnipeg
over the years. That comes as a surprise to no one, I’m sure.

Back in 2016 I was curious to find out whether the trend of leaving
Winnipeg once someone had acquired an undergraduate degree had
continued among more recent graduates of our school system. I decid-
ed to focus on everyone who had received a scholarship from the
Jewish Foundation in 2004. It was an arbitrary choice and it could well
have been any other year.

Of the 45 scholarship recipients I was able to track down 41 of them.
What I found surprised me to a certain extent. Of the 45, 22 were in
Winnipeg. (I noted that I wasn’t sure whether some of them had left
Winnipeg for a while and returned.)

I also wrote that “Of the others who are living elsewhere, eight are in
Toronto, one is in Calgary, one is in Montreal, six are in the U.S., and two
are in Israel.”

I also noted that many of the scholarship winners were Russian Israelis –
and that the majority of the Russian Israelis had remained in Winnipeg. 

In addition, I wrote that “Many of the scholarship winners have gone on
to careers in the health field. Three are doctors (one is a psychiatrist), one
is a naturopath, and one is an acupuncturist.

“Three others are dentists; four are nurses.
Three are lawyers, three are engineers, one is an actuary, one is an econo-
mist, one is a Russian language school operator; three are university lec-
turers (although someone who I thought is a university lecturer might be a
learning specialist – there were two individuals from Winnipeg with the
same name who could have fit the bill); while the rest are involved in busi-
ness to one degree or another – including software developer, food entre-
preneur, swimming school owner, goldsmith, employee of a religious store,
and a senior executive with Target in the U.S.”

It was an interesting exercise and one I ought to consider doing again. (I
wonder whether anyone at the Jewish Foundation itself has ever thought to
track down previous scholarship recipients to see where they ended up.)

My point in writing this is simply to try to know more about our Jewish
community, especially recent immigrants to Winnipeg. If it was a given
back in the 1950s, 60s, and 70s that the children of individuals who had
immigrated to Winnipeg back in the first half of the 20th century or, as was
the case with so many others, following World War II, would be motivated
to succeed academically – not because their parents had been well educat-
ed (because most of them weren’t), but as was almost always the case - as
a result not only of pressure put upon them by their parents to succeed aca-
demically, but also due to peer pressure, then what of the current genera-
tion of children whose parents also came here – from Argentina, Israel,
Russia, Ukraine, and several other countries?

In the past I’ve written about educator Dina Raihman and her “Integral
School,” which places on emphasis on teaching math and physics.
Although not all of Dina’s students are the children of immigrants, a good
majority of them are. I’d be looking for those kids to be the next genera-
tion of academic achievers.

In reading about Aron Katz I was especially moved by something David
Manusow remarked upon in a 2019 speech in which he paid tribute to
Aron: “Aron was the second youngest of 7 children, all academic stars,
who grew up under very modest circumstances in an old, white 2-1/2 storey
wooden clapboard house on Alfred Ave. (Many years later, I still recall
Aron complaining that the sound of mice scurrying about in its walls inter-
fered with his studying!)”

Many of Aron’s peer group at St. John’s came from similar circum-
stances. Fifty years from now, I’m thinking that if we’re going to be able
to look back upon a similar group of shining academic stars who are cur-
rently in school, they too will have been the children of immigrants.
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Letters

RE: Rady JCC Cultural Programming 

Bernie, 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Rady JCC in response to recent inac-

curate comments you wrote in your Wednesday, July 20, 2022, Short Takes
column regarding Rady JCC cultural programming. I am making a request
that you publish this letter in your next issue in its entirety. In your last
issue’s column, you wrote: 

“The Rady JCC, for instance, has become focused on the athletic and
recreational component of its service. There is nothing particularly
“Jewish” about almost all of the programs it offers. A large part of the cul-
tural programming that it used to offer has either disappeared (in no small
part due to a loss of interest by seniors in attending in-person events), or
else it’s shifted over to the Gwen Secter Centre.” 

I am quite surprised by this broad-sweeping statement you make given
the fact that we have been extremely busy over the last year offering a wide
variety of cultural programming, a lot of which was heavily advertised in
your publication.  

Making erroneous comments about Rady’s ongoing cultural program-
ming is only hurting our Jewish community and identity. Many Jewish
people turn to your publication for accurate information and news, now
more than ever as we all continue to climb beyond the pandemic we
endure. Falsely reporting on items negatively affects us all as a whole.  

Below is a selected highlight of the cultural programming Rady has done
since September 2021. I also note that many of these programs were
extremely well-attended: 
• Rosh Hashana Challaliscious Program
• Sukkot Family Event
• Israeli Dance Classes (ongoing)
• BBYO (ongoing)
• Tarbut Festival (both in-person and online)
• Community-wide Hannukah Week celebrations (multiple events
ran by Rady JCC)
• Tu B’Shevat Celebration
• Purim Carnival
• Passover Seder Dinner at Etz Chayim
• Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival (in conjunction with
The Asper Foundation)
• Yom Ha’atzmaut Community Celebration (run by Rady JCC with
support from all Jewish agencies and synagogues)
• Shavuot Celebration

We are also working vigorously getting things prepared and ready for the
return of Shalom Square the second week of August, Folklorama’s Israeli
Pavilion. The Rady JCC takes on this monstrous endeavour on behalf of
the entire Jewish community year-after-year.  

Bernie, the Rady JCC’s vision is to be a vibrant and welcoming commu-
nity where Jewish culture and values flourish. As we continue to work tire-
lessly to achieve our vision, in the future I welcome you to reach out direct-
ly to do fact checking before you publish. As always, I am happy to share
with you our past cultural programming and attendance statistics as well as
the many plans we have in store moving into the fall and winter months.  

Warm regards, 
Rob Berkowits 
Executive Director 
Rady JCC 

Response to Rob Berkowits

Hi Rob,
I’ll print your letter ver batim but I wanted to respond to the thrust of

your email because I think you missed the point of what I was saying in my
column. 

After our phone conversation I decided that I would pick a yearbook at
random - and go through it to see how many programs the Rady JCC had
offered in the past that were specifically related to Jewish themes - in the
course of one calendar year.

I picked the 2015 yearbook, not for any particular reason but because I
thought it would offer a good sampling of the kinds of programs that used
to be offered, but aren’t any more. When you and I spoke on the phone I
didn’t have the names of those programs at my fingertips, but when I took
a look at what was offered in 2015 I was astonished at the breadth of
Jewish programming.

Here is what I came up with, beginning with January programs and pro-
ceeding in chronological order. Granted, not all these programs had a spe-
cific “Jewish” theme per se, and they would have been accessible to a non-
Jewish audience as well.   Each of the programs I’m listing here were
advertised in the paper. Many other programs, including ones you’ve list-
ed in your own letter, such as Israeli dance classes, were also offered in
2015. Here’s a list of programs offered in 2015:

• A meeting of the People of the Book club (the book club I helped
start). (I’m only listing this once, but we used to meet four-five times a
year).
• Community led Teen Shabbat dinner
• Zooming in (a discussion program offered on a regular basis that
used to feature interesting speakers): The one in January featured Dr. Brian
Goldman, host of CBC’s “White Coat Black Art” radio show.
• Music ’n Mavens
• Women’s Health series
• Chofshi program ( LGBQT group)
• Rady Reads - a one off program like CBC’s “Canada Reads”,
where panelists argued over which was the best Jewish book
• Purim Family Workshop
• Family musical Shabbat dinner
• Pesach seder
• Passover family drumming workshop
• Zooming in with Kasim Hafeez (a former Muslim antisemite who
is now very pro-Israel)
• Yom Ha’atsmaut
• Klezfest - Klezmer celebration (organized by Miriam Kohn and
Bev Aronovitch)
• Jewish Film Festival
• Mameloshen
• Challahlicious
• Sukkah city
• Best of the Jewish Film Festival
• Minds in Motion - dementia
• Tarbut
• Asper Jazz Festival
• Workshop for parents of pre-teens
• Strictly tweens
• Family Shabbat dinner
• Chanukah extravaganza
• Israeli products expo
• BBYO Connect - Chanukah Shabbat dinner

Also, I’m not quite sure when I helped start the Jewish Business
Network; it might have been 2016, but that also became a regular program
for years. 

I also helped introduce Prof. Tami Jacoby to the Rady JCC. Tami taught
university level courses on Middle East politics for three successive years.
I think Tami first did that in 2016, but I’d have to check. 

My point in writing this is to show that there have been many, many pro-
grams put on by the Rady JCC that are no longer offered. Honestly, I don’t
think there’s anyone around any more who would even remember a lot of
the programs I’ve listed. That’s one of the sad aspects of not having the
kind of continuity in management that would be able to say: “Hey, we did
this or that program in such and such year. Let’s try & do it again.”

But, for what it’s worth, I have a vast collection of materials relating to
all the programs I’ve mentioned. I’d be quite willing to work with any of
your program managers to explain to them what the programs were and
how successful they were, since I was familiar in one way or another with
almost all of them.

Regards,
Bernie

German man reportedly sent to prison for Holocaust
comment about singer who claimed antisemitism

July 26, 2022 (JTA) — A German man has been sentenced to seven
months in prison for leaving a hateful comment on a Facebook post about
the case of Gil Ofarim, a German-Israeli singer who was charged with
lying about an antisemitism incident at a hotel last year.

“In Buchenwald he would have liked to be seen with his Star of David,”
the 38-year-old man from the German city of Niesky wrote on the account
of TAG24, a German news website, according to a report by Radio Lausitz,
a German news radio channel.

Buchenwald is the site of the largest Nazi concentration camp within
Germany’s borders. The comment ran afoul of Germany strict laws pro-
hibiting antisemitic speech, and the man’s previous criminal record also
played a role in his sentencing, according to the report, which said an
appeal was likely.

Pop singer Ofarim said a clerk had denied him a room at a Liepzig hotel
because he was wearing a Star of David necklace.

Hundreds protested the hotel before Ofarim’s account was discredited
when security video showed that he was not wearing a visible Jewish sym-
bol at the time. He was later charged with crimes related to making a false
allegation, although he has not yet been prosecuted.



H
ere is a bit of a test
for you: Name a
Jewish Winnipeg

family with three genera-
tions of lawyers. Well, given
that a recent piece in the
JP&N mentioned a couple
of families whose names
both end in Pollock, that

might not be too difficult to do. 
But if you add to the mix  a family that has had three

generations of men very involved in both the Jewish
and general communiies, also with a strong leaning to
the left politically, can you guess the name of that fam-
ily?  You likely figured it out: the Cherniack family -
Joseph Alter, Saul, and Lawrie. 

Much has been written about the eldest Cherniack,
Joseph Alter, born in 1885, and who died in 1972. He
began the Cherniack tradition, called to the Bar in
1918 and a practising lawyer for over 51 years. Active in the Canadian
Jewish Congress, he also had, among other distinctions, a prominent role
as a founder of the I. L. Peretz School. 

Son Saul (1917- 2018) was a heavyweight in terms of his contributions
to this community. His efforts on behalf of underprivileged people or
groups is legendary. Surely his greatest passion was for the socialist move-
ment, first the CCF, and later the NDP. Here was a man driven to help oth-
ers, which he did in many capacities, not the least of which was his service
to the Province of Manitoba as a member of the Manitoba Legislative
Assembly from 1962-1981, including terms as Minister of Finance,
Minister of Urban Affairs, and Deputy Premier in NDP governments. He
later was a member of the Manitoba Hydro Board and even in his so called
retirement, he taught ESL (English as a Second Language) as it was then
known, as late as age 95.

The first two generations of Chernicaks were followed by Lawrie, who
has added in serious and significant ways to the lustre shining from his
family. Lawrie  graduated with a BA in 1966 from Carleton College in
Northfield, Minnesota. He then obtained an MA in English at the
University of Chicago,  later an LLB from the University of Manitoba. In
1996, he was certified as a Chartered Arbitrator by the ADR Institute of
Canada. In 2005, Cherniack received a certificate in Conflict Resolution
specializing in Mediation, and in 2007, he was certified as a Chartered
Mediator by the ADR Institute of Canada. A lot of titles, but Lawrie is
quick to say that he considers “himself particularly fortunate in having
been trained in, and used throughout my career, three different but related
skills: conflict resolution, advocacy and teaching.” In fact, a closer look at
his life reflects his major involvement in each of these areas. 

As a skilled arbitrator in labour, construction and aboriginal law, Lawrie
served as the vice-chair of the Manitoba Labour Board, also of the
Manitoba Human Rights Commission. In fact, he was an appointed adjudi-

cator for Indian Residential Schools Appeal Claims.
Lawrie  also  created and taught courses on arbitration,
negotiation and advocacy right across Canada. And let’s
not  forget his terms as a city councillor, teacher, com-
munity organizer, and a radio and television commenta-
tor on current affairs. His writings on a variety of topics,
to put it mildly, are prolific - too numerous to even con-
sider listing them all. His teaching career spans decades
and includes an assortment of groups and individuals. In
short, as impressive as are the contributions of the elder
Cherniacks (and they are truly impressive), Lawrie has
continued with the Cherniack ethic of giving back to the
community.  

How did this happen and what was the influence of the
two previous generations on Lawrie and indeed, not to be
omitted, the influence of Lawrie’s mother? Likely it all

began for Lawrie in his formative years growing up on St.
John’s Avenue in the north end of Winnipeg, his years

spent at the Peretz Folk School and later,  St. John’s High School. Lawrie
grew up in an environment exposed to Yiddish both at school and in the
home from his grandparents, Alter and Fanye Cherniack. But it was the
people around him who really had a profound effect on the young Lawrie
Chernaick and indeed his brother Howard. Lawrie puts it this way: “My
grandparents and parents were relentless in the struggle for social justice.
They were socialists and I remain a proud socialist.” Moreover, the
Holocaust loomed large in the Cherniack home, even though Lawrie and
many of his classmates were second generation Canadians. To grasp the
impact of the Holocaust on Lawrie, one just has to read what he has to say
about it: “We were never allowed to forget how lucky we were and how
horribly others had suffered. I would say that one of the most difficult
things for me to do, even today, is to be completely happy when I know that
others are suffering and unhappy.”

In the end, Lawrie Cherniack acknowledges he was privileged to have
grown up in a home which was a centre for gatherings, many of which were
of a political, intellectual, and artistic bent. The people he was exposed to
from an early age were, as he says, an eclectic and fascinating group,
always very welcoming to Lawrie and his brother.  Thus, the Lawrie
Cherniack of today, even at an age when most of his contemporaries have
retired,  is still very active, just like his father and grandfather before him,
in the relentless pursuit of making a better world. 
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Cherish the Cherniacks

By

GERRY POSNER

Official stole $8.4M from Long Island 
Jewish day school, prosecutors say

July 26, 2022 (New York Jewish Week) — The former chief financial
officer of a Jewish day school on Long Island has been indicted on charges
that he stole more than $8 million from the school.

David Ostrove used the money he embezzled from the Schechter School
of Long Island to buy rare cars, including a 1965 Mustang; five houses on
ritzy Fire Island; and sports memorabilia and collectible coins that he sold
for a profit, according to an indictment delivered Monday by the Suffolk
County district attorney.

Ostrove, 51, served as chief financial officer, chief technology officer
and director of operations at the private school for 11 years until Monday,
when the school says he was fired. His alleged theft amounts to more than
the school’s annual operating budget most years, according to the school’s
tax filings.

“This individual is accused of a systematic, sophisticated, and carefully
contrived fraud on a chilling scale,” Schechter of Long Island said in a
statement emailed to this reporter. “If convicted, this individual would also
be guilty of something beyond the theft of cash: the destruction of trust.”

Suffolk County District Attorney Raymond Tierney said in a statement
that Ostrove is estimated to have stolen a total of $8.4 million by directing
school funds to accounts that he alone controlled, then using them for his
own purposes. The alleged fraud began in 2014 and lasted until April of
this year, according to the indictment.

“This defendant was trusted to oversee and safeguard the funds of this
institution, however, he violated that trust and instead stole money ear-
marked to educate children to fund his own lavish lifestyle,” Tierney said
in the statement. “These alleged violations are clearly not only a breach of
the trust between an employee, employer, and students, they are against the
law.”

LAWRIE CHERNIACK



“T
hat life exists
elsewhere in
the universe

seems almost
inevitable,” Dr. Arik
Kershenbaum writes in
this intriguing and
entertaining book.

“That we could know anything about it seems almost impos-
sible. But my goal is to show you that we can actually say a
great deal about what aliens must be like, how they live, and
how they behave.”

Dr  Kershenbaum is a zoologist, College Lecturer, and Fellow at Girton
College, University of Cambridge, says his bio. He has researched animal
vocal communication for the past ten years in Europe, Israel and the United
States and has published more than 20 academic publications on the topic. 

He is also a member of the international board of advisors for METI.org,
a think tank on the topic of Messaging Extra Terrestrial Intelligence. Arik
has done extensive field work on animal communication, following wolves
around Yellowstone National Park and the forests of central Wisconsin to
uncover the meaning of their different kinds of howls, as well as decoding
the whistles of dolphins among the coral reefs of the Red Sea, and the
songs of hyraxes in the Galilee.

Using his own trained understanding of life on Earth and Darwin’s theo-
ry of evolution—“which applies throughout the universe,” according to Dr.
Kershenbaum’s book—Dr. Kershenbaum explains what alien life must be
like: how these creatures will move, socialize, and communicate.

Dr. Kershenbaum agreed to do an interview with The Jewish Post &
News.

JP&N: Why did you feel it necessary to write this particular book? 

AK:  Until recently, it was absolutely fine to restrict thoughts about alien
life to science fiction. It was fun, and it was entertaining, and it didn’t have
anything to do with science, or biology, or real life of any kind. All that is
changing now.

Our understanding of the possibilities of life in the universe has blos-
somed as our technology for examining other planets has moved forward
in leaps and bounds. Difficult as it is, we’re going to have to put aside the
science fiction, and make a study of alien life into a well-grounded scien-
tific discipline. And everyone should realize that the universe almost cer-
tainly is teeming with life - now we just need to find it.

But the search for extraterrestrial life isn’t enough. It’s also important to
think about what that life is going to be like. What are the principles that
determine how life evolves elsewhere in the universe? Will it be similar to
life on Earth, or totally different? 

These questions were very hypothetical as long as the chances of discov-
ering life on other planets was remote in the extreme. Now that scientists
are quietly optimistic, we all need to make an adjustment. 

Fortunately, the Earth is an amazingly diverse habitat, full of life in the
most surprising range of possibilities. Even if the conditions on other plan-
ets are very different from here, we have learned enough on Earth about the
processes of evolution, and the forces that drive the properties of life, so we
can apply those principles more generally to whatever exists on other
worlds.

JP&N: Daniel Fabrycky, assistant professor of astronomy and astro-
physics at the University of Chicago, has argued that “over billions of years
no intelligent aliens have made it to the point of reaching Earth, meaning
humanity has dismal prospects for space exploration and expansion.”

What would you say in response to Prof. Fabrycky?

AK: I think that the current climate crisis gives us a clue to how unlike-
ly it is that humanity will survive to get the chance to explore space. It has
always been thought that the process of life arising from “non-life” (i.e. a
mixture of chemicals) was the limiting step in the distribution of civiliza-
tions throughout the universe.

But a more serious barrier might be the challenge of surviving rapid tech-

nological advances,
without destroying
ourselves through
environmental destruc-
tion and war. It may be
that many planets pro-
duced civilizations like
ours, but they’re all
dead.

However, there are
many other possible
explanations for why
we’ve never noticed
any alien civilizations.
The laws of physics, as
we know them, seem
to make travel between
the stars almost impos-
sible. Maybe alien civ-
ilizations know things
that we don’t, but
maybe we’ve got
things right, and aliens
haven’t developed
warp drive simply
because it’s not possi-
ble. 

As for not having
received any radio or
similar signals from outer space, we’ve only been looking for the last few
decades - we only invented radio just over 100 years ago! - and we’ve
never had funding to do a really comprehensive search for intelligent sig-
nals. I’d say that Fabrycky may be right, but that it’s too early to rule out a
better possibility.

JP&N: What else would you like our readers to know about this topic?

AK: Life evolves according to the laws of biology, just like balls roll
according to the laws of physics. We’ve come to understand a lot about
these biological laws, and we can apply them to make predictions about
life, even on other planets. 

We can’t predict what colour aliens will be, but we can say a lot about the
way they will interact, and solve problems like moving around, finding
food, and cooperating or competing with other animals. Much of the under-
lying diversity of life on Earth - plants vs. animals, predators vs. prey, etc
- arises as the result of common rules, and that means that this diversity is
going to exist on other planets too.

“A direct biological comparison between us and alien intelligences could
bring us to a more complete and more satisfying description of life in the
universe.  Perhaps we will be able to come to an acceptance of a wider type
of humanity; one that has room for creatures that don’t look like us, no mat-
ter what planet they inhabit,”  Dr. Kershenbaum writes in “The Zoologist’s
Guide to the Galaxy.“

“The Zoologist’s Guide to the Galaxy”
By Arik Kershenbaum  
A Penguin Book 
356 pages
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Books
“The Zoologist’s Guide to the Galaxy: What Animals

on Earth Reveal About Aliens – and Ourselves” 

MARTIN ZEILIG

By

Review/Interview 

Author Arik Kershenbaum
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world political situation on C.B.W., as
was my custom.

“A quick shave and out to do chores –
gas up in readiness for a day’s water-ski-

ing, etc. Still no one else astir in the cottage. So out comes the axe and
finally dispose of that poplar stump  that should wake someone.

“Now the boys are astir and we’re off water-skiing. The water’s a bit
choppy and there’s plenty of traffic – so I do most of the driving. Kenny
goes first – an old pro at 13 years, followed by his friend Lars – skiing for
24 hours, but keen to catch up. Then Maria – a beginner, but too shy to tell
us to speed it up for her. Irene and Carmen – prospective sisters-in-law to
my two older boys – go up double. 

(At this point the story is cut off. It resumes here:)
“A swim to the point with my wife, Pat, and a friendly visit with the

neighbours.
“Great Scot – it’s 3:30 p.m – so we’re up to grab some lunch. When that’s

over, the day’s activities tell their tale and I drop off for 40 winks.
“A thunder of feet up the stairs, ‘Dad, there’s a drowning at the dock!’”
“Up and moving. Grab the keys – to the wagon – drive to the dock.  The

kids beat me to it by boat – tell me it’s out at the diving dock, but they take
me over by boat – 13-year-olds think fast and act with purpose.

“At the floating dock – signs of tragedy. A lifeless young man in his
prime, the centre of earnest ineffective efforts at artificial respiration and
cardio massage. What to do? Find out what the chances are or try to
improve the resuscitation techniques? I’ll have to try both, somehow.

“ ‘ How long was he under?’ – ’15 minutes – maybe 10 – maybe eight –
Who had a watch – how accurate are the estimates?’ (five minutes is the
limit.)

“ ‘Is he breathing “No!’
“ ‘ Any pulse?’ ‘Yes,’ says Nurse.
“ ‘Is his airway clear? Are we getting air into his lungs?’ ‘Not much!’
“ ‘OK – four men get an arm or leg up and lift him, head down, feet up.

You “Nurse” – (she wasn’t, but we didn’t know for an hour) – help clean
out the mouth of blood and vomit. Quick – back down – on his back and
start massage and breathing.’ Not good – take over  breathing and show
breather how to get a good breath in – chest rises – ‘OK? Now you try it.
Get the rhythm 1001, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005 – breathe. Repeat – a beat a
second and a breath every five beats.’

“Am doing the massage – ‘Who can take over?’ ‘I will,’ says a voice –
strong and confident – and he has the build to see us through to Pinawa.
‘OK – use the butt of the palms, quick beats – right on the breast bone –
see?’ ‘OK!’ – tries it.

“Nurse reports femoral pulses – colour poor – pupils not good. To con-
tinue or stop?

“No one knew how long he was under for sure – he’s turning pink after
being tipped up a couple of time and improving technique. OK – he has a
chance – let’s give it to him.

“Time to look to the next step. ‘We need a hard board and four men to
help lift.’ ‘Here we are!’ A surfboard appears – ‘We need a boat to get him
to main dock.’ ‘OK- change boats – yours is biggest. Can you bring it
alongside?’ ‘Did anyone send for ambulance or Mounties?’ 

(At this point the story is cut off again. It resumes here:)
“new catch phrase -KEEP the SYSTEM GOING. ‘If you’re tired ask for

relief.”
“ ‘When we move him onto the surfboard after the next breath – hold it,

he’s filling up again – tip him up and clean him out. Well done!’ Back to
the SYSTEM. It’s going again.

“ ‘OK, now move him on to the board after next breath – 1001, 1002,
1003, 1004, 1005 – Breath – MOVE!’ He’s on the board – KEEP the SYS-
TEM GOING.

“ “Next move – move the board on to the boat – head to front – breather
and cardiac massager keep going. After next breath MOVE but KEEP THE
SYSTEM GOING.’ He’s in the boat – the two men on the outside fall in
the lake and get left behind. Nobody laughs.

“We’re moving – to the main dock. On to dock – 
“ Get the crowd out of the way!’ Someone does. 
“ OK. Four men move him down the dock, but KEEP the SYSTEM

GOING!’
“ ‘Who’ll drive my wagon?’ – ‘I will.’ – ‘Here’s the keys – the blue

wagon’ – back it on to the dock – tailgate down – four movers ready – into
the wagon and the SYSTEM KEEPS GOING. 

“Nurse” asks privately – ‘What are his chances?’ – ‘Just about zero.’
“The Mounties are here, flashing lights and the works.
“ ‘We need water in a cooler – bucket – anything.’ They appear.
“We’re off.
“ ‘Hey, not so fast – watch the corners – we can’t do massage at that

speed.’ We’re all on our knees – never knew steel deck was so hard on
knees, especially on corners and on my cartilage scar.

“ ‘OK – relieve the breather!’ ‘I’m OK, Doc.’
“ ‘You can’t do it all yourself – take a break and come back stronger.’

‘OK.’
“He’s getting pinker – He’s got femoral pulses. His pupils seem smaller,

are they really? Wish I had my glasses! ‘Good work –keep it up – Keep it
up – change breather – change massager – keep it up. Get a rest.’

“A young guy in his car gets between us the Mounties and won’t pull

over, despite our lights and horn. The Mounties radio ahead and he’s invit-
ed to stop for a ticket at Seven Sisters.

“Half hour to Pinawa. Twenty minutes to Pinawa. Ten minutes to Pinawa.
He’s still pink, still got a pulse. But, what about those pupils? Keep it up.
‘Breather rest so you can take over again at Pinawa.’

(Cut off again. Resumes here:)
“femoral pulse – but hold it – those pupils are dilated and fixed and have

been for half hour or more. Don’t tell the team – yes, we’re a team now –
everyone knows his job and does it well.

“Last time – KEEP the SYSTEM GOING – back in to the Emergency
door. A word with Pinawa doctor – into Emergency.

“Electro-cardiogram shows he still has pulses, still was pink – without
the system pulses become few and weak – pupils still dilated. The patient
is dead. DISASTER! Or is it triumph? – Seven total strangers – who did-
n’t even know each others’ names – worked themselves into a team in three
hours of desperate effort for a patient whose name they didn’t know.

“When the verdict was finally announced – that he was dead – despite
pulses and pink colour – the Nurse looked around the room and there was-
n’t a dry eye to be seen. For a stranger? Who is a stranger?

“The dilated pupils showed the patient’s brain had died before he was
pulled from the water He’d been down too long – but who could be sure?
He had a chance – we gave it to him – but it didn’t work out.

“The team was totally exhausted. After a wash up and juice or coffee the
Mounties took our statements His girlfriend’s father came in to thank us –
she was too distraught.

“Then home to family and friends, bucking traffic all the way back to Big
Whiteshell – where there is still no lifeguard!

“Dozens of these helpers who gave instant action and response to
requests should not be forgotten.

“But for the seven people – four men: an orderly, a policeman, president
of the Campers Association, and the doctor; three ladies: a nurse, an
accountant, and a housewife we thought was a nurse – it will remain TRI-
UMPH AND DISASTER.

“(Above disjointed notes written at 4:00 am the following morning, when
I couldn’t get back to sleep for the drama going round and round in my
mind.”)
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disappoint
you. I’m
afraid that

over the past 50 years since his passing, only
three of my memories remain.

“The first was as his classmate at St John’s
high school where I remember being amazed
(and somewhat envious) of the wide breadth
and depth of his knowledge. That impres-
sion, which was shared by his classmates and
the entire school, was supported by the fact
that the success of the school’s ‘Reach for
the Top’ team largely rested on Aron’s shoul-
ders.

“The second memory was as a member of
his university carpool where Aron would
often recount with much pride the various
accomplishments of his family (but never
himself). “Aron was particularly proud of
his older brother who I believe was in medical school at the time and went
on to become a highly regarded emergency physician out east.

“Finally, as mutual members of the medical school’s Class of 75, I recall
how sad it was to learn of Aron’s passing. Not only for his family but also
for the discipline of Medicine itself. Aron was one of those fortunate indi-
viduals who had been gifted with both exceptional knowledge and com-
passion, attributes that are essential to becoming an exceptional physician.

“In closing, I might also point out the serendipity as to how Dr Eadie’s
account of  a  drowning came to Reid’s attention. Shortly after my wife and
I had purchased our cottage at Big Whiteshell lake in the early 1990’s, an
elderly lady was going door to door selling an anniversary book of the lake
that contained stories submitted by lake cottagers. I purchased a copy and
it sat on our bookshelf for several years until my wife decided to thumb
through it. On reading Dr Eadie’s submission, she asked if the story could
be about my friend the medical student who had drowned while saving his
sister that I had once told her about. My initial reaction was that it could-
n’t be as I was under the impression that Aron had drowned at Winnipeg
Beach or perhaps Gimli but on reading the story, I realized it might be
Aron. So when Reid decided to pay tribute to Aron by establishing the
Aron Katz Memorial Scholarship at St. John’s High School, I sent Dr.
Edie’s story to Reid.” (Ed. note: Although there is a possibility Dr. Eadie’s
account of a drowning refers to Aron Katz, by no means is it a certainty.
we are continuing to investigate.)

Aron Katz
(Continued from page 3.)

Dr. Eadie
(Continued from page 1.)

Aron Katz’s 1969 St.
John’s yearbook photo



We know now that the universe began with a
Big Bang about 13.8 billion years ago. 

But what about before that?  How do we find out
what happened then?  There are no data to start
with. No experimental information from which to
begin. Nothing. Well, not ‘nothing’ nothing, for if
that were so, there wouldn’t be a Big Bang. What
do we do when we have no data?

Well, Einstein had a way of getting at such
knowledge without real experiments: he called it

(or maybe we later made up this term) a “thought experiment.” You see, it’s
an experiment that you do in your mind. Of course, it helps if you have a
mind like Einstein’s. But since he’s dead, you’ll have to rely on me – like
it or not. 

A good example is the first such experiment, which Einstein performed
at age sixteen, and he speculated this way. He asked: “What would the
world look like if I rode on a beam of light?” See what I mean by a thought
experiment? Clearly this is impossible to do in reality. For one thing, noth-
ing moves at the speed of light, neither when Einstein was a teenager nor
now. But in the end, his theory of relativity came out of this idea, and he
deduced that nothing can ever travel at light speed – except for light itself. 

Now to my thought experiment about what happened before the Big
Bang. First, don’t get me wrong, I’m not comparing myself to Einstein. No
way. It’s just that I’m using his method to try to penetrate what it was like
before the Big Bang. What existed? Well that’s easy to see – in your mind,
that is. Obviously, that was when God alone existed. Only God, all alone.
Just God.  Nothing else. 

Hold it a sec: At this point I need to set up some parameters. Thought
experiments work under idealized conditions, such as assuming no friction.
For my experiment, the analogous assumption would be assuming no
angels – or devils, which were just bad angels – only God alone. Frankly I
don’t believe in either of those beings, unlike many people on this planet
(come to think of it, probably most people), and contrary to much of John
Milton’s Paradise Lost, an otherwise marvelous work of 17th century liter-
ature, but groundless in heavenly reality, I’m sorry to say. Which brings me
back to long before the Big Bang – and God alone. 

Really, think about it. God alone means that not only were there no angels
and devils, but also that there was no universe – yes, no universe – indeed,
no other existing entity or entities. This also means that there was no space
or time. Only God was everywhere and God was everything. 

What would that be like? How to know? Well, let’s be God? You know,
we’ll play at being God. Okay? Now isn’t that the ultimate thought exper-
iment? I’m game to play being God. Do you want to come along? If you’re
afraid that maybe you’ll be struck by lightning, or something bad will hap-

pen to you – well, then, leave now. Right now. Here! Stop! No one’s mak-
ing you read what I’m saying. Good bye.

Otherwise, here goes ….
Being God is not all it’s cracked up to be. Everything is the same all the

– … time? No. What word do I use here, since there’s no time? Just an eter-
nal present, like me, eternal, and being all of existence. That’s me. I am
everything. And everything is me. But why do I even exist? Come to think
of it, I don’t know. But I should; after all I’m God, and I should know every-
thing. But I don’t know why I exist. 

The worst part is that being God, believe it or not, is being bored.
Because there is nothing else except me, there is nothing to break the rou-
tine. Me alone doing, ... well, what actually do I do? I exist, I tell myself. I
know that! The problem is that I need something else to break the tedium
and give me something else to do, besides just exist. So, I should create
something. But hold on, if I do that, I will no longer be everything. I would
be creating another existence, a world, and this has never been done before
(whatever “before” means). A world that will exist independently of my
control – unless I wish to interfere now and then with a miracle or two or
three.  Ah, what to do?

Why hesitate, if I know the future? Well, here’s the rub. For this case I
am having my future-sense turned off. I don’t want to know the future. Not
knowing the consequences of my actions gives at least some levity and sur-
prise to my otherwise torpid existence. So, to create, or not to create, a uni-
verse, that is the question.

So, God itself contemplated this God-changing act of God.
Well, we know what happened. God created the universe with a Big

Bang. And, as such, God was not alone anymore. Now there was a universe
to watch over. Of course, you are now probably thinking of God looking at
us, with all our joys and sorrows. But, remember: we, as human beings on
this little blue planet Earth, came much later than the Big Bang. So, the
next question is: right after the Big Bang, what was this newly-created uni-
verse like? What was there for God to see? 

First, a caveat. Before your mind rushes in the wrong direction: we are
not going to bring up the drivel about the six days God made various earth-
ly things, let alone Adam & Eve. That’s the mythology of Genesis. No, here
we talk about what (within the speculative framework of present-day
astronomy and cosmology) really happened. 

The Big Bang universe began as a point of extremely hot, extremely
dense matter that immediately doubled in size, again and again, expanding
as it evolved, doubling again and again, cooling as it expanded, again and
again, creating space and time as it expanded, again and again, cooling but
still a dense mass, next consisting of protons and neutrons (and later other
sub-atomic particles), colliding and forming the first elements – hydrogen,
then helium, and so forth, again and again, expanding and cooling as it
evolved. This kept up for about 400,000 years before stars and then galax-
ies began forming out of this chaos. And this means that for all this time
that the universe was evolving, it was – and get this! – totally dark. Yes,
completely dark. Pure black. Not much to see. Plus remember: now there
was time (that is, the passage of time), so this 400,000-year period was a
real thing for God to experience. 

But there’s more! This relative darkness across the entire universe was
still true for – and here’s another shocker! – the first billion (yes, I said bil-
lion) years. Even though the first stars and galaxies were now forming and
evolving, they were still sparsely scattered throughout the universe, so that
seeing it from the outside (if that makes any sense; I guess, a God’s sense)
the entire universe was still fundamentally dark. Indeed, cosmologists call
the first billion years of the universe the Dark Age. Of course, this is all a
far cry from what we find in Genesis, but that’s beside the point. 

Who knew about this Dark Age? Besides God that is? Actually, no one
else, until recently. We’ve only realized this in my lifetime, as contempo-
rary astronomy has discovered so much of this mind-blowing information.
After the Dark Age, as the expansion continued, the universe finally lit up
(“let there be light”) and it started overall to look much the way it does
today. Incidentally, the new James Webb telescope, placed about a million
miles from our Earth around the start of 2022, has [as I write this] just gen-
erated the first images. Eventually it will be able to penetrate back to the
early universe around when those first stars and galaxies were forming – if
all goes as planned.

Although this mental journey of mine began with the question of what it
was like before the Big Bang, and we played at being God to find out, I feel
I cannot stop here, until it gets to us – that is, we human beings on this lit-
tle blue planet. So here goes.

About 4.5 billion years ago, a dense cloud of interstellar gas and dust
started collapsing and was set spinning, due to a shock wave from a near-
by supernova, and by the law of angular momentum, the more it collapsed,
the faster it spun – and, as such, pieces of it were sent by centrifugal force
into orbits around a central star. The pieces coalesced and cooled, forming
planets and moons, as the star shrunk into the Sun that we have now.
Incidentally, the size of our Sun/star tells us that it has a ‘lifespan’ of about
10 billion years. So, this means that our Solar System’s ‘life’ is about half
over. Also, when it’s about 7.5 billion years old, the Sun will grow into a
red giant and encom-
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Polar Windows had a workforce of 80,
Segal now has over 500 working on the
team over his various enterprises.

He reports that consumer demand for his
products has been particularly strong throughout the last two Covid years
as a lot of people who have been stuck at home have used the time to ren-
ovate their homes.  

And, while the competition remains fierce, there has also been a lot of
consolidation within the last few years.

Businesses manufacturing and selling windows and flooring are dealing
with the same challenges as every other industry – fast-rising prices and
supply-chain delays.  “It makes pricing estimates very difficult,” Segal
notes.  “For example, we have to order glass eight weeks in advance.
Should the price of glass go up while in transit, we can’t necessarily go
back to the customer and ask for more money.

“I hope the situation stabilizes soon.”
Then, there are the employment issues.  “At any given time, we have

around 30 job openings,” Segal reports. “I would love to see more immi-
gration.  I am proud to report that we have many newer Canadians work-
ing for us.”

He adds that among those new Canadians are a number of Russian- and
Ukrainian-born Jews who have come here after living in Israel for a few
years.

He also points out that his companies have recently hired four Ukrainian
refugees.

In years past, Segal notes, he was much more involved in Jewish com-
munal activity.  A lifelong member of Congregation Shaarey Zedek, he
says that he has served on the boards of the Jewish Child and Family
Service, the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada and the Jewish
Federation.  Obviously, he hasn’t had much time lately for activities out-
side of business.

“I hope to get reinvolved in community after we have digested our
expanded business enterprise,” he says.

He notes that he does enjoy relaxing at the lake with the family.  
Stephen and Mara are the parents of Karlie – who will be going into

Grade 12 at SJR next month – and Samuel, who is going into second year
at the Asper School of Business.  

Stephen Segal
(Continued from page 2.)

Playing God: A Scientific Fable

DAVID R. TOPPER

By

(Continued on page 10. See “Playing God.”)
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pass the entire orbit of our earth, destroying
everything. In the end, it will just shrink
into a dead white dwarf, having used up all

its hydrogen. But that’s in the far, far future (for us). So, back to the past.   
Because of the special conditions on this third planet from the Sun,

around 3.8 billion years ago life began, single-cell organisms, various
viruses; and by 1.5 billion years ago early forms of plants and fungi and
animals. And hence it went, or really it evolved. We know that around 65
million years ago the dinosaurs and other categories of plants and animals
were wiped out in a mass extinction. This event was crucial for my story,
for with those giant creatures gone, physical space opened up making room
for the small mammals to emerge, evolve, and ultimately dominate the
planet. And thus 6 million years ago humans diverged from chimpanzees
and bonobos – eventually becoming homo sapiens as we know ourselves
today. 

Hence, we humans finally appear in our story, having avoided the Adam
and Eve myth. But we still have a residual issue to deal with. Let me
explain, for here things get tricky. We are talking about life being formed
in the universe. But we only know of this one case of the evolution of life:
namely, here on Earth, a planet in our solar system, near the edge of what
we call the Milky Way galaxy, which is part of a cluster of galaxies that …
well, you get the picture.

Of course, there may have been an evolution of life elsewhere in the uni-
verse, and there is much speculation today of this probably being true, due
to the recent discovery of many planets out there that are circling around
stars with conditions likely conducive to living things. But, despite the fact
that lots of people believe that alien beings exist and that they have been
and still are visiting us in their UFOs, the scientific reality is that we on
Earth are the only known case of life in the universe. And hence the only
example where we can again continue playing God. 

We have the story of God’s creation as told in Genesis. But what would
a God who created the Big Bang say? 

Well, you see: I did create a universe! I guess it was kind of on a lark,
but here it is anyway. And time, as noted, began. The passage of time. And
space too. Of course, your smart guy Einstein spoke of space-time, but
that’s a story for another time. Although, by the way: he was right! 

It started with the Big Bang. And you know what happened then, as this
universe evolved from that point of almost infinite density to the universe
as it is now, 13.8 billion years later. Quite an achievement wasn’t it?
Worthy of all the praise that humans like to shower upon me with their
prayers, starting with the Psalms.  

So, my universe was quite an accomplishment. And I was not bored dur-
ing that early Dark Age, because I could see into that dark space and watch
as stars were forming, and as they clustered together into galaxies of var-
ious sizes and shapes. With my future-sense turned off, it was a marvelous
show for me to watch. It kept me constantly occupied, and never bored. 

Nevertheless, it was difficult realizing that this universe had taken some-
thing from me, out of me, away from me – for I no longer was, as before
time began, all that was. Now there was this other entity – and growing,
constantly taking up more space – well really creating space as it went. 

Now that the universe is here, in existence, what will happen to it? Your
cosmologists today have three scenarios as to what will happen as the evo-
lution of the universe continues. One: it expands faster and faster forever,
with everything dying in the process. Two: the expansion eventually slows
down, but that takes forever, and again everything dies in the meantime.
Three: the expansion finally stops and the process reverses, such that it
returns to the Big Bang, and then (probably) it starts all over again. This
is a cyclic universe. To be honest (can God be anything but honest?), I
peeked into the future to see which one of the three is going to happen, but
I’m not telling you now. Let your future scientists find this out as they probe
deeper into my creation.  

Death, of various kinds, was built into the system. If I didn’t like what I
saw I could do away with it as quickly as I made it. Strange perhaps, but I
was exceedingly upset at the extinction of the dinosaurs about 65 million
years ago. They were interesting to watch, and seemed to be having a good
time on your planet. Of course, there was lots of violence and fighting –
after all, they were dinosaurs.   

Frankly, the violence and death prepared me for you humans later on.
The extensive warfare between human groups, on and on. No one ever
seemingly living in peace. Of course, I should have been prepared for this
with the heavenly battles between the good angels and the bad angels. But
it still bothered me deeply. On Earth, the animals mainly kill for food.
Actually, some don’t, and I see that your scientists are now discovering
some of these sadistic animals. But you humans kill for the most trivial rea-
sons. So, yes, many times I thought of …well just taking the lot of you out
of your misery. Wiping out all that I made. Incidentally, that Sodom and
Gomorrah story in Genesis is nothing compared with what I saw, and still
see. But I’m leaving you alone, along with the rest of the universe. 

Wait a minute. What are you doing, talking about angels? I thought we
both knew that there were no angels. A fantasy of humans. Have you been
reading Milton or something?

I read everything. And I like Milton, and how he portrays Satan and oth-
ers. 

Yes, of course you read everything. What am I thinking? But angels are
a myth, so why perpetuate a falsehood?

You are saying this, not me.
I can’t believe what I’m hearing. You must be teasing me? I know that

God cannot tell a lie. But it looks like God can tease.
Why is this angel/devil thing so important to you?

Oh, so you’re going to turn this around against me. I’m not going there.
You and I both know there are no angels, of any types. That’s why you cre-
ated the universe. And I’ll just leave it there. I’m done. You may have the
final words – as long as you don’t mention angels. 

You must remember this: the universe is just an experiment; an experi-
ment is just a query – all done to alleviate my ennui, purging my melan-
choly and gloom. However, in time, it was replaced by rage and pain, shock
and despair at how you humans behave. What did I make, I ask myself? The
few righteous on your planet feel the same way. The Rabbis (who inciden-
tally believe in dybbuks) say my job was incomplete and you humans have
to complete it – to perfect it. They are right.

So, I tell you: do as the Rabbis say. Get off your buns and change the
world. 

The experiment continues. 
Praise the Lord! 
You broke the deal. I’m not going to bite at that dybbuk thing. Who knew

that God would pull my leg? Pushing boundaries, coming close to, but not
quite, telling a lie. What a jokester. Who knew?

Praise the Lord! 

Lufthansa will create a position to fight 
antisemitism after kicking more than 
100 Hasidic passengers off a flight

July 28, 2022 (JTA) – The Lufthansa airline is creating a senior man-
agement role dedicated to preventing discrimination and antisemitism two
months after it barred a large group of Orthodox Jewish passengers from
boarding a flight. 

However, an independent investigation commissioned by the airline said
there was no evidence of institutional antisemitism behind the incident,
which the company’s CEO deemed “categorically inappropriate.”

In a letter to the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations, Lufthansa Airlines CEO Jens Ritter said the airline had
established an internal task force to investigate the May 4 incident in which
more than 100 Hasidic passengers were kicked off a connecting flight from
New York to Budapest because some of them had not worn masks and
committed other flight violations, such as gathering in the aisles. 

The incident had outraged Jews in the United States and Europe, some of
whom alleged that the crew had been discriminating against all visible
Jewish passengers, even those who had complied with the rules. The
Conference of Presidents was one of several Jewish groups to criticize
Lufthansa in the aftermath and demand a full accounting of the incident. 

Most of the passengers were traveling to a pilgrimage and did not know
each other; a Lufthansa supervisor was caught on video remarking,
“Everyone has to pay for a couple,” and, “It’s Jews coming from JFK.
Jewish people who were the mess, who made the problems.”

The incident also attracted the attention of Deborah Lipstadt, the U.S.
State Department’s special envoy for antisemitism, who said this week that
she would be meeting with the head of the worldwide Lufthansa Group, as
well as the head of the airline in North America, to discuss allegations of
antisemitism against the airline.

“It’s hard to believe but often it’s ignorance rooted in certain perceptions,
and ignorance that stems from an antisemitic nature,” she said during a
webinar hosted by the Anti-Defamation League, speculating as to the
Lufthansa crew’s motives for kicking off all Hasidic passengers.

In the Lufthansa letter, dated July 22 and first obtained by the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, the airline’s task force acknowledged that some of its
crew members had been “insensitive and unprofessional” in dealing with
the passengers. But the report concluded, “The thorough investigation did
not reveal any sentiments of antisemitism, prejudice or premeditated
behavior by Lufthansa representatives.”

Ritter also blamed “an unfortunate chain of inaccurate communication,
misinterpretation and unintended misjudgments” on the final result, while
pointing out that the “several Orthodox Jewish passengers” who were not
complying with regulations had “created a tenuous situation” and prompt-
ed “several announcements” from the captain.

The CEO promised that the German airline would take further action,
including establishing a senior management role “for the prevention of dis-
crimination and antisemitism,” creating new staff training around issues of
antisemitism and adopting the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance’s definition of antisemitism. 

It had also run the report’s methodology by Felix Klein, Germany’s top
commissioner on antisemitism. The connecting flight in May was in
Frankfurt, Germany.

“Lufthansa deeply regrets the denied boarding and the impact it had on
our passengers,” Ritter said.

The airline had previously apologized to the passengers for failing to
limit its denial of boarding to “non-compliant guests.” 

Playing God
(Continued from page 9.)
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MENU
Falafel & Pita - 

Hummus & Pita - 

Potato Boureka - 

Spinach & Feta Horn - 

Watermelon & Feta Salad - 

Mixed Pickled Vegetables - 

DESSERTS
Chocolate Balls - 

Chocolate Chip and Halvah Cookies - 

Israeli Icebox Cake - 

Date Rugelach - 

PLATTERS
Tel Aviv Platter - 
Haifa Platter - 
Jerusalem Platter - 

Eilat Dessert Platter - 

Try Our Israeli Beverages! Goldstar Israeli Beer and Israeli Arak
Plus an assortment of Israeli cookies, Bisli snacks and halvah.
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info@jongerrardmla.ca 

204-945-5194

jongerrardmla.ca
 
 

887 Corydon Ave     

41A - 450 Broadway  

Jon Gerrard 
MLA for River Heights
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Adult  Ambassador 

Kevin Griner
Youth  Ambassador 

Diandra Etkin 
Adult Ambassador

Roi Suharenko 
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The Chai Folk Ensemble

The Israel Pavilion will be presenting 17 shows 
throughout the week. Come check out the Sarah 
Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble at Shalom Square!

 
Folklorama!

204.487.0013 
tuxconst@mymts.net

Heather  
Stefanson
MLA for Tuxedo 

SARAH SOMMER

F O L K  E N S E M B L E
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yiddish explanation
The Jewish Argentinian journalist Javier Sinay was

researching the life of his late great grandfather Mikhl
Hacohen Sinay who was one of the pioneers of Yiddish
journalism in Argentina, only to discover the history of
“Moises Ville”; the Yiddish speaking colonies in the
Pampas. His fascinating book “The Murders of Moises
Ville: the Rise and Fall of the Jerusalem of South
America” is a book of death, harsh realities, and Yiddish.
Sinay, who studied Yiddish to write this book, comes
back home to Judaism. 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour Sundays 1:30 - 2:30

PM  at CKJS 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com
On August 7th Rochelle Zucker will present The Three

New York Cantors.  On August 14th, she remembers the
Jewish writers and intellectuals murdered by Stalin on
August  12, 1952. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Remis lecture series
Here is the line-up for August:

August 4th - "War in Ukraine: Can Democracy Defend
Itself?", Olexandr Shevchenko, MA in Eastern European
History, Central European University, Budapest,
Hungary, studied also in Ukraine and Germany 

August 11th - "Perspectives from Different
Orientations", Izzedin Hawamda, born just outside of
Nablus, is a PhD student in Peace & Conflict
Studies.  He is also advising CBC Manitoba, and
Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

August 25th - "A Geologist's Brief History of Climate
Change", Tom Lewis, retired geological engineer.  40
years experience in Wildcat Geologist Exploration.

We meet at the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre,
1588 Main St. At Smithfield Ave.  we gather at 11:40,
lunch is served at noon.  Lunch is $18.  Please rsvp by
Tuesday if you are coming.  Text to 204-291-4362 or
email: simonesaesthetics@ gmail.com

Stone inscription in southern India reveals
evidence of region’s oldest synagogue

July 25, 2022 (JTA) — An inscription on a stone pil-
lar found in a small village in southern India may reveal
new information about the oldest synagogue in the area
and possibly shine a new light on the early history and
trade activity of Jews in the region.

Based on the writing style, researchers say the inscrip-
tion dates back to the 13th century. It was found in the
Ramanathapuram district in the southeastern Indian state
of Tamil Nadu, local media reported.

The pillar’s inscriptions contain mention of several
religious places of worship called “palli” in Tamil and
included Suthapalli, Tharisapalli and and Pizharpalli, all
located in Periyapattinam, a village in Ramanathapuram
district. Suthapalli was the Jewish place of worship,
researchers said, while Tarisapalli and Pizharpalli were a
Syrian Christian Church and an Islamic place of wor-
ship, respectively.

Jewish groups in the region have history in India dat-
ing back to antiquity, and the earliest documentation of
local Jewish traders comes from the 9th and 10th cen-
turies.The earliest group were the Cochin Jews, who
claim ancestry back to the time of the Hebrew King
Solomon. The B’nei Menashe and Bene Ephraim groups
claim to link their ancestry to the 10 lost tribes of Israel.

Baghdadi Jews came to India in the mid-18th and 19th
centuries as traders, and European Jews came in the 20th
century, fleeing World War II.

The pillar inscription was found not far from modern-
day Chennai (formerly Madras), where Sephardic Jews
who had fled the Spanish Inquisition had formed a com-
munity in the 15th and 16th centuries.
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Opinion

Biden Administration going “back to the future” pushing imaginary “two-state” solution
By MYRON LOvE

T
he “two-state solution” for resolving the festering reality of the ongo-
ing Palestinian refusal to officially  recognize the Jewish-majority
state of Israel has always been a “red herring”.  For those who may

be historically illiterate, the United Nations in 1948 recognized the division
of the ancient land of Palestine into one Arab and one Jewish state.  The
Jewish leadership accepted the division. The leadership of the Arab World
– there was no separate Palestinian Arab  identity as yet – rejected the exis-
tence of a separate Jewish majority state.  

By the time an armistice was signed in 1949 between Israel and her neig-
bour enemies, the remnants of what would have been the UN’s Palestinian
state were divided between Jordan,  which incorporated the area known as
the West Bank into a greater Jordan, and Gaza in the west under Egyptian
rule. 

There were no protests  against this “occupation,” nor demands for a
Palestinian state – only ongoing  threats against the majority Jewish state
by its Arab neighbours – a situation that lasted until June of 1967 – when
Israel captured these areas – illegally occupied by Jordan and Egypt – in a
short war instigated by Jordan and Egypt.

While in the aftermath of the conflict, Israel expressed willingness to
return the new Israeli territories to  Jordan and Egypt based on negotiations
to end the 20-year conflict,  there were no takers.

It was only after 1967 that there developed a “Palestinian” element in the
matter. 

In 1994, as a result of the Oslo Accords between Israel and the PLO – the
self-appointed representatives of the Palestinian people, Israel ceded the
rule of the Gaza Strip and most of the Arab areas of the West Bank to the
PLO and its leader, Yasser Arafat.  In 2005, Israel further removed all
Israeli presence from Gaza.  Shortly after, the Muslim extremist Hamas
movement expelled the PLO from Gaza and turned that enclave into a base
for continued warfare against Israel.

So, even though Gaza is clearly ruled by Hamas and most of the Arab
population of the West bank is under the authority of the Palestinian
Authority - pending final status agreement which the PA continually refus-
es to sign off on – both Hamas and the PA continue to push the lie that Gaza
and the PA areas are still under Israeli “occupation,” while both Palestinian
governments continue to receive hundreds of millions of dollars annually
largely from delusional Western Governments which are only too willing
to believe the lies.

The Trump Administration broke the mold.  The administration offered
the PA $50 billion in business development funds if only the PA would sign
off on a peace agreement with Israel, which would, according to the Trump
proposal, then officially recognize PA sovereignty over parts of the West
Bank.  Not surprisingly, the PA refused.  

The Trump Administration  had much greater success with certain Arab
states, several of which were prepared to sign on to the Abraham Accords,
which have resulted in  the successful integration of Israel with several of
these Arab states economically, militarily and in many other areas.  These
Arab states have seen through the Palestinian scam and turned their backs
on the Palestinian leadership.

Now we have the blatantly anti-Israel Biden administration going back to
the future pushing the illusionary “two-state solution’ and demanding that
Israel make unilateral “concessions.”

This idea remains a non-starter.  Not least because – as Arab Israeli jour-
nalist Khald Abu Touameh points out on the  Gatestone Institute website,
“a majority of the Palestinians are saying that they support the Islamist
Hamas terror group and want to see more terrorist attacks against Jews.”

As Abu Touameh reported, on the eve of President Joe Biden’s visit to
Israel a couple of weeks ago,  a public opinion poll conducted by the
Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research indicated a significant
drop in support among the Palestinians for the “two-state solution” and a
rise in support for a return to an armed intifada (uprising) and terrorist
attacks inside Israel.

According to the results of the poll, opposition to the concept of the “two-
state solution” stands at 69%. Another 75% of respondents also expressed
opposition to the idea of a one-state solution, where Israelis and
Palestinians would live together and enjoy equal rights.

The poll found that 55% of Palestinians support a return to armed con-
frontations and an intifada, an increase from 51% who supported a return
to violence three months ago.

In addition, a majority of 59% said that they supported terrorist attacks
carried out inside Israel by Palestinians during the past few months.

The vast majority of Palestinians (69%) are also opposed to an uncondi-
tional resumption of Palestinian-Israeli peace negotiations. Another 65%
are opposed to dialogue with the Biden administration.

The poll found that a majority of Palestinians do not have confidence in
the unelected Mahmoud Abbas, with whom the Biden administration is
dealing.

If new presidential elections were held today (the last such elections were
held in 2006), Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh would receive 55% of the
votes, while Abbas would get only 33%, the poll showed.

Seventy-three percent of Palestinians expressed dissatisfaction with the
performance of Abbas, while another 77% said that they want him to
resign.

Most Palestinians said that Hamas is the most deserving to represent and
lead the Palestinian people.

Hamas’s rising popularity among  Palestinians means that the Palestinian
state the Biden administration is seeking to establish next to Israel would
soon be ruled by an Islamist group whose covenant states that “Israel will
exist and will continue to exist until Islam will obliterate it, just as Islam
obliterated others before it.”

As a majority of  Palestinians want to replace the corrupt  Abbas with a
Hamas leader, it means that the proposed Palestinian state will be commit-
ted to the covenant of the terror group, which does not believe in Israel’s
right to exist.

Hamas and its supporters do not believe in Biden’s “two-state solution”
or any peace process with Israel. The only solution they want is one that
would see Israel vanish from this world.

The Biden administration needs to understand that, under the current cir-
cumstances, advancing the idea of a “two-state solution” is tantamount to
advocating the end of Israel.

US officials ‘outraged’ over comments made by
member of UN inquiry into Israel-Gaza conflict
July 29, 2022 (JTA) – A United Nations commission formed to investi-

gate alleged human rights abuses in Israel and the Palestinian Territories is
under renewed scrutiny this week as two prominent American diplomats
have accused one of its members of anti-Israel and antisemitic speech.

Deborah Lipstadt, the State Department’s special envoy on antisemitism,
and Michèle Taylor, the U.S. ambassador to the U.N. Human Rights
Council, both condemned Miloon Kothari, a diplomat who sits on the
council’s Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
Including East Jerusalem, and in Israel. 

In an interview with pro-Palestinian website Mondoweiss this week,
Kothari questioned “why [Israel is] even a member of the United Nations,”
and made a comment linking social media efforts to discredit the commis-
sion to “the Jewish lobby,” comments the diplomats said were anti-Israel
and antisemitic.

“Outrageous that an [UN Human Rights Council] appointed human
rights expert on Israel and the West Bank and Gaza repeated antisemitic
tropes & questioned Israel’s legitimacy as a UN member,” Lipstadt tweet-
ed Thursday. 

“We are outraged by recent antisemitic, anti-Israel comments made by a
member of the Israel COI,” Taylor said the same day. 

Taylor also took the opportunity to reiterate concerns the United States
and Israel have expressed over the three-member U.N. commission, which
was formed in May 2021, amid a new round of deadly fighting in Israel and
Gaza, to investigate human rights abuses in the region. The commission
has since broadened its inquiry to examine periods before and after the lat-
est round of fighting.

“These unacceptable remarks sadly exacerbate our deep concerns about
the open-ended nature & overly broad scope of the COI and the HRC’s dis-
proportionate & biased treatment of Israel,” Taylor said.

In his interview, Kothari said he questioned Israel’s U.N. status because
“the Israeli government does not respect its own obligations as a U.N.
member state. They, in fact, consistently, either directly or through the
United States, try to undermine U.N. mechanisms.” In the same interview,
Kothari said, “We are very disheartened by the social media that is con-
trolled largely by — whether it is the Jewish lobby or specific NGOs, a lot
of money is being thrown into trying to discredit us.”

Following the comments, Jewish organizations including the Conference
of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations and B’nai Brith
International called on the U.N. to disband its Israel commission. 

The chair of the commission, Navi Pillay, defended the inquiry and
Kothari’s remarks in a letter sent Thursday to the head of the U.N. Human
Rights Council. 

In the letter, Pillay said the commission “does not question the status or
United Nations membership of either of the concerned states of its man-
date,” and said that Kothari’s comments about social media were “deliber-
ately misquoted to imply that ‘social media’ was controlled by the Jewish
lobby.” Instead, Pillay said, Kothari had been referring to concentrated
efforts on social media to discredit the commission’s work. 

The commission is about to embark on a U.S. tour, where, Kothari said,
they hope to meet with universities and members of Congress. 

Israel has not participated in the commission’s inquiry, calling it “biased
and one-sided,” and has prevented commissioners from interviewing
Israeli investigators. A spokesperson for Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid
called Kothari’s comments “antisemitic” and “racist.”

In a June report, the commission said Israel was pursuing “complete con-
trol” over the occupied territories and said “ending the occupation alone
will not be sufficient” to address injustices in the region.
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Fantasy

Can Jews agree to disagree? Leaders gather in New York in search of ‘viewpoint diversity’

July 31, 2022
(JTA) — Here’s a
story I recently
shared on Facebook:
I was paddling my
inflatable kayak on a
lake in the
Berkshires. Granted,
it is not the sleekest

or coolest-looking conveyance, but it gets the
job done and it fits in the trunk of my car. At one point I passed two guys
in a very lovely canoe. One of the guys says to me, “That looks like fun!”
And I say, “And you have a beautiful boat,” which it was. And then the guy
in the stern of the boat says, “It’s a lot more expensive than yours.”

His response sort of stunned me: Why was he talking about the price of
our boats? Had my clunky kayak offended his sensibilities somehow? 

My Facebook friends mostly agreed with my initial reaction: The guy
was a jerk. But then a few people weighed in with an alternative interpre-
tation: The guy was actually making fun of himself for spending so much
on a canoe. One friend, a Jewish educator, channeled the guy’s thinking this
way: “Our boat might be beautiful, as you say, but I’m not sure it’s worth
it, considering we could be getting a lot of fun from rowing in a kayak like
yours and would have spent a lot less money to do it.”

True or not, I love that interpretation. It reminds me of something from
Pirke Avot, the Mishnah’s compilation of ethical principles: “Judge to the
side of merit.” (1:6) That is, in life and conversation, give the other person
the benefit of the doubt. How many conversations slip off the rails because
we assume the worst of the other person?

The story was fresh in my mind when I attended an invitation-only event
Tuesday on “viewpoint diversity,” put on by the Maimonides Fund. The
day-long seminar brought leaders of various Jewish organizations together
to discuss our society’s inability to engage in what the keynote speaker,
NYU social psychologist Jonathan Haidt, describes as  “constructive dis-
agreement.” In Haidt’s 2018 book “The Coddling of the American Mind,”
he and coauthor Greg Lukianoff dissect a “callout culture” in which “any-
one can be publicly shamed for saying something well-intentioned that
someone else interprets uncharitably.”

Because Haidt’s book is mostly about the college campus, I thought the
day might shape up as an attack on “wokeism.” But the speakers and atten-
dees were diverse, and liberals and conservatives alike fretted about the
demise of civility and tolerance in their polarized worlds. A Jewish educa-
tion professional said she is wary about bringing up Israel in front of
donors, many of whom treat any criticism of Israeli policy as “anti-Israel.”
And the leader of a right-leaning think tank complained about a left-lean-
ing Jewish “monolith” that dismisses the views of Jewish conservatives or
considers them somehow “un-Jewish.” 

A considerable number of people spoke about what they characterized as
self-censorship, fearing the consequences they or colleagues might face if
they utter an ill-considered thought — or if their opinions diverge from
emerging small-o orthodoxies on gender, race, politics and, once again,
Israel. (I agreed to Chatham House Rules, which means I could character-
ize our conversations but not quote or identify participants.) 

After the event, Mark Charendoff, president of the Maimonides Fund,
said he and his colleagues — Ariella Saperstein, program officer for
Maimonides, and Rabbi David Wolpe of Los Angeles’ Sinai Temple put
much of the program together — had been thinking about these issues for
a while. “It seems to us that it’s just become more difficult to have some of
these conversations,” Charendoff told me. “It started off with Israel —
what are you allowed to express regarding Israel, and then, you know, pol-
itics in America has become obviously a dividing line. And it doesn’t seem
to have gotten any better.”

Although few if any members of Gen Z were taking part in the conven-
ing, the group born after 1995 seemed to be on a lot of people’s minds.
That’s partly because of Haidt’s framing of the issue; in his book, he dates
strict campus speech codes and polarizing identity politics to the arrival of
Gen Z on college campuses. A leader of a secular Jewish group that works
with young people said she is often under pressure from Gen Z-ers to take
an organizational stand on hot-button issues, when her mission is to
encourage participation from a politically diverse population. 

On the flip side, a leader working with the same cohort said Gen Z-ers
complain that they were “lied to” about Israel by their Jewish elders, and
that their own ambivalent or anti-Zionist viewpoints are shunned in Jewish
spaces. Indeed, a few participants defended “red lines,” saying viewpoint
diversity does not mean “anything goes.” As one fundraising executive told
the room, “When it comes to Israel, the last thing I want is nuance.”

When I brought this up with Charendoff, he said, “One-hundred percent
I want to hear from young people who are uncomfortable with Zionism,
because I want to understand why, and I think our young people are smart
and passionate. That doesn’t mean … that we have to be completely neu-
tral to who the convener of a discussion is and what their motivations are.”

At times I lost track of who is to blame for constricted speech and cancel
culture, especially on college campuses. Is it the student governments at

liberal universities that block campus
Jewish clubs from organizing because
their support for Israel made other stu-
dents uncomfortable? Or is it the Jewish
groups that insist campuses that allow
harsh criticism of Israel are making
Jewish students feel unsafe?

I also thought about the value of “view-
point diversity” if one side or the other is
playing fast and loose with the facts, or

refusing to argue in good faith. Haidt warns against the tendency to “inflate
the horrors of a speaker’s words far beyond what the speaker might actual-
ly say” — he calls this “catastrophizing” — but how do we respond to actu-
al catastrophes? Viewpoint diversity may seem a luxury in debating, say,
the climate crisis or threats to democracy. 

Still, the general thrust of the day was encouraging people to do their part
in lowering the temperature in Jewish circles: to urge ideological opposites
to listen to one another with more generosity of spirit, to assume the best
of others and to consider the possibility that they may actually be wrong
about a given issue. Because when it all comes down to it, we’re all in the
same boat.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

ANDREW 
SILLOW-CARROLL

By

Bob Rafelson, a Jewish trailblazer of New Hollywood
and the creator of The Monkees, dies at 89

(JTA) — Children of the Sixties knew him for a beloved boy-band sit-
com. Children of the Seventies knew him for upending Hollywood as they
knew it.

Bob Rafelson, who died at his home in Aspen on Saturday, July 23, at the
age of 89 from lung cancer, was a Jewish titan of New Hollywood, a reg-
ular collaborator of Jack Nicholson and a director and producer of work
that would go on to influence a new generation of filmmakers. 

Often aided by copious amounts of drugs, Rafelson bridged the gap
between mainstream Hollywood and the country’s then-thriving counter-
culture scene, introducing various bad-boy free spirits to the masses with
cutting-edge fare like “Five Easy Pieces,” “Easy Rider” and “The King of
Marvin Gardens.”

Born in New York to a Jewish family of hatmakers, Rafelson was a
nephew of Samson Raphaelson, the playwright who authored “The Jazz
Singer” — the story of a cantor’s son who becomes a nightclub singer
which would later become the basis of the first-ever movie with sound.

Rafelson developed the original concept for The Monkees, a fictional
rock band closely modeled on the Beatles that formed the basis of a mega-
popular 1966 sitcom and series of albums. The success of the show and its
music led to a blurring of the lines between real and fictional, as The
Monkees became as big a band as any other of the time period and won
their creator an Emmy.

With the proceeds from The Monkees, Rafelson entered a period of wild
experimentation that would form the basis of what would become New
Hollywood — creator-driven low-budget films, heavily inspired by
European new waves, often featuring loose free-associative plots and made
in a collaborative setting. He and Nicholson teamed up to make “Head,” a
1968 film starring The Monkees that was far-out, plotless and trippy.
Audiences hated it, but Rafelson found his calling. With his Jewish friend
Bert Schneider (with whom Rafelson had also worked on The Monkees)
and childhood friend Steve Blauner, he formed a new production studio,
BBS Productions, and helped to produce Dennis Hopper’s 1969 classic
“Easy Rider,” about two motorcyclists on a cross-country road trip.

The following year Rafelson co-wrote and directed “Five Easy Pieces,”
another era-defining road movie starring Nicholson as a former piano
prodigy turned drifter who works in an oil field. The film was nominated
for four Oscars, and helped make Nicholson a major star; Roger Ebert
called it a “masterpiece.” Rafelson next produced Peter Bogdanovich’s
“The Last Picture Show,” and would direct Nicholson again in “The King
of Marvin Gardens,” cementing his reputation as a key figure of the New
Hollywood movement and BBS’ reputation as a clubhouse for all of the
film industry’s cool kids.

BBS faded after the mid-1970s, but Rafelson continued to direct into his
later decades, including a 1981 remake of noir classic “The Postman
Always Rings Twice” that was the screenwriting debut of Jewish play-
wright David Mamet. He also continued a lifelong creative partnership
with Nicholson. His final feature-film directing credit was the 2002 thriller
“No Good Deed,” starring Samuel L. Jackson.

Filmmakers including Quentin Tarantino and Paul Thomas Anderson
have spoken often of their admiration for New Hollywood and Rafelson’s
work. Tarantino would later call “Head” “obviously one of the most inven-
tive movies ever made.”
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CAROL RACHAEL GOLDENSTEIN
Carol Rachael

Goldenstein, nee
Schwartz, passed sudden-
ly in her home in
Edmonton, Alberta, on
June 30, 2022. Carol is
survived by her devoted
husband George
Goldenstein, her loving
children, son Michael
Baron (Donata) of
Edmonton, Alberta,
daughter Lisa Brodsky
(David) of Minneapolis,

Minnesota, daughter Jennifer Joseph of Los Angeles,
California, adored grandsons Ryan, Dylan (Kelly),
Sean (Geraldine) and Zachary, sister Esther
Cybulsky of North Carolina, sisters-in-law and many
nephews and nieces in Thunder Bay, the USA and
France. 

Carol was preceded in death by her husband
Robert Joseph and her parents Max and Pauline
Schwartz.

Carol was a loving wife and friend to her husband
George and devoted mother and “Baba” to her
beloved children and grandchildren. Carol is greatly
missed and her memory will always be cherished.
Carol was born and raised in the legendary “North
End” of Winnipeg when the area was populated by a
preponderance of Jewish and Ukrainian hardworking
immigrants. She always felt fortunate to have attend-
ed Norquay School where she received a wonderful
elementary education with a strong emphasis on
respect, morality and valour; values which were
instilled in the students along with a solid foundation
in reading, writing and arithmetic. Carol loved and
excelled in sports, from baseball, volleyball, basket-
ball, to track and field, and was particularly proud of
having participated in the inter-provincial high
school hurdle competition for Manitoba.

Carol attended Talmud Torah Hebrew School,
Norquay Elementary School, Aberdeen Junior High
School, St. Johns High School and United College,
graduating with a Bachelor of Arts (English,
Psychology).

Carol spent many hours working in her parents’
grocery store in the North End where she met a myr-
iad of interesting characters from all walks of life.
She could recount many hilarious as well as hair-
raising stories of her life growing up in the North
End. Carol learned early in life the value of hard
work and dependability, and imparted the same prin-
ciples to her three children in order teach them to be
self-reliant.

Although experiencing some struggles in her life,
Carol managed, through determination and strength
of character, to overcome all obstacles. Above all
else, Carol was a survivor. She always felt blessed to
have met the “love of her life”, her husband George
who, she said, made her “feel like a queen” and filled
her later years with so much love and
happiness…something she never expected to happen
at that time her life.

Carol’s beloved husband George made her fantasy
of travelling to Paris come true (twice). They also
travelled throughout Canada, the United States,
Cuba, and the ultimate trip-to Israel, where they
swam in the Mediterranean, toured Tel Aviv and
were thrilled to explore the living history of
Jerusalem where they were privileged to celebrate
George’s Bar Mitzvah at the Kotel (the Western Wall
of the Temple Mount).

Carol loved Winnipeg, her home town where she
was born and raised. Her interests were many and
varied, from movies, books, concerts, theatre, opera,
symphony, ballet, chess, gardening, travel, camping,
trips to Gimli, Winnipeg Beach, the Forks,
Assiniboine Park and the Zoo, to the Manitoba
Moose and the Winnipeg Goldeyes games.

Carol was employed for many years by various
businesses and institutions in Winnipeg, including,
the University of Manitoba Medical College, and the
RBC Convention Centre.

In her last years living in Winnipeg, Carol found
herself caring for her husband George's recovery
from a serious illness. George went from a near death
experience to nearly full recovery, due to Carol’s
nursing and help. But then the tables turned, and age
caught up, and Carol found herself slowly getting
worse and worse. At this time, her kids were all liv-
ing far away, and they had no home care or other
support service of any kind. They were basically on
their own, and the health issues grew and grew.
Something had to be done.

So 14 days before Covid struck, they miraculously
sold their house and moved to Edmonton, to live in
one of their son Michael’s two houses, which were
within a 5 kilometre drive of each other. Both Carol
and George were amazed with Edmonton, not only
because of the fantastic daily in-home support Carol
was receiving from Alberta Health Services, but also
from Jewish Family Services as represented by the
wonderful Rhonda Eidelman. Rhonda was a blessing
in Carol’s life.

Carol was also impressed with the kindness and
politeness of strangers in Edmonton, even minor
things like holding open doors. She noted a consis-
tency of this kindness in Edmonton. And she loved
her neighbours, particularly Lauren and Mike across
the street, whom she had visited for a pool party only
two days before her death.

For the last few years of her life in Edmonton,
Carol had the pleasure of getting to spend quality
time with her son Michael and spouse Donata. Tours
and hikes in the mountains of Jasper, Banff and
Canmore, small lake hikes in Camrose and various
Edmonton communities and the river valley, and
many barbecues and dinners at both houses were
enjoyed. She loved her back yard, her flowers, the
birds (particularly the blue jays) and just sitting on
the deck in the sun, listening to music. As she loved
movies, she watched many together with George,
Michael and Donata, and the last one she really
enjoyed watching, while all four grandsons were vis-
iting, was “Nobody”, with Bob Odenkirk, filmed in
her beloved Winnipeg.

In the last week of her life, Carol had a glow of
true joy on her face when her son Michael showed
her videos and pictures from the wedding of her
grandson Sean, which was held in Minneapolis on
June 18, 2022. It pained her greatly to have missed
this wedding…she had always dreamed of dancing
at her grandsons’ weddings. Her health did not allow
this. But the videos and pictures seemed to capture
enough to make her smile.

On the last day of her life, her son Michael came
over to work on repairing the garage stucco. She
acted happy to see him as she always did, and was
looking forward to the Rugelach treats he had
brought for her and George's enjoyment. Within the
hour, she was gone.

Carol was enthusiastic about life and was reluctant
to leave this earth as she was curious as to what was
going to happen next and didn’t want to miss any of
it! She had a wonderful sense of humour and could
always make you laugh even in the most trying of
circumstances.

A funeral was held at the Etz Chayim Synagogue
on July 5, 2022. Interment was at Bnay Abraham
Cemetery, West St. Paul. Pallbearers were her son-
in-law David Brodsky, and her grandsons: Ryan,
Dylan, Sean and Zachary, and Marvin Ben-Ari. If so
desired, donations in her memory may be made to a
charity of your choice.

Private shiva
“The song is ended but the melody lingers on.”

FRANCEs sETTLER (BOOKBINdER)

1st Yahrzeit
5th day of Av

Frances was a wonder-
ful person. She excelled
as a mother and left a
wonderful legacy for all
who knew her and loved
her.

Her homes were teem-
ing with all variety of
books, classical music,
opera, and most loved
Broadway shows. She
loved to cook for her fam-
ily, loved watching every-
one eat and loved to talk

about food and try new recipes. Frances had undeni-
able love for her family… it was constant and
unbreakable. She kept her thoughts to herself. Never
was critical of anyone, especially her children.

Frances would frequent the WSO as season ticket
holders with her husband Moishe and, after Moishe
died, would continue to attend with friends or by her-
self. Whether it was the ballet, symphony, MTC,
PTE, Opera she would be there: energetic, sharp,
inquisitive, ageless in her nineties, and often with her
car parked outside to drive herself home. She was a
spectacular woman, exuberant, with a ferocious
independence of mind, and totally unwearied invest-
ment in the world. She loved discussing world events
and always had an opinion which she would share
but not before she listened to what you had to say.
Frances was always friendly to new faces, she took
great pleasure in meeting new people and was
always so warm, tolerant, accepting and inviting.

Frances “lived,” in the full sense of the word, near-
ly a century. She expressed an interest in everyone
and everything; she traveled the world with Moishe
and they gave their grandchildren indelible experi-
ences. One such trip was a ski trip to Banff, driving
in December (along with a giant icebox of food), and
taking 4 grandchildren skiing to Banff. In her later
years, she played with and fawned over a growing
multitude of 13 great-grandchildren. She made so
many new friends, whom she kept over a lifetime;
she opened herself to art, purely for the love it. She
was well known as a valuable volunteer at Art Rental
at the WAG. Frances loved working out and was well
known at the Rady JCC track, with extra weights on
her shoulders, plugged into CBC Radio .

What defined Frances? Her intelligence, her inter-
est in everyone and everything, her thoughtfulness,
her smile......

She is survived by her children: Len , Seymour,
Miriam, and son-in-law Gary; her 10 grandchildren:
Laine, Courtney, Jonah, Jess, Janna, Leslee, Carly,
Melissa, Michael, and Maddy; and 13 great-grand-
children.

Mom, you died only a year ago but you are still
with us every day. The sweet thoughts of you bring a
smile to our faces.

Your memory is a blessing.
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CHANA KEMPNER sTERN (Z’L)
Feb 15, 1928 - Jun 16, 2022

It brings great sadness
to announce the passing
of Chana Kempner Stern
(Z’L) who was the
beloved wife of Max
Stern who pre-deceased
her. She leaves to mourn
her step-son, David
Stern, as well as many
cousins and friends in
Canada, Israel and US.
Chana died in Winnipeg
on June 16, 2022, and
was buried in Israel on

June 29, 2022.  She was 94 years old.  There will be
a celebration of her life event to be held in her hon-
our, with her step-son, David, along with relatives
and friends, in Winnipeg next month.  

The following obituary was written by Esi and
Amy Zion, cousins of Chana’s, from Edmonton, AB:

Chana Kempner Stern nee Shapiro was my grand-
mother’s cousin and was like an aunt to my mother
and a great-aunt to me.  Chana and my grandmother
grew up together in Suchedniow, Poland; she went to
Beit Yakov, a school for girls where she learned to
read and write in Yiddish as well as Polish school.
Chana was the eldest of three children in her family:
Asher and Hershel were named after their zaidas.  At
age 12, she went to work in Factory Camp B, then A,
in the nearby Skarzysko-Kamienna concentration
camp on the false promise that it would save the rest
of her family.  On our last visit together, I recorded
her story.  She said that in fact, her family was round-
ed up on Yom Kippur while she was working in the
camp, and they were taken to Treblinka.  She was
spared because she was working and she never saw
them again.  My grandmother, and my grandmoth-
er’s brother, and another cousin, Rochshe, were her
only surviving relatives.  After liberation, she
recalled the cold reception from her fellow Poles
who were surprised to see that a Jew had survived
and would not let survivors enter the emptied Jewish
homes.

Recovering from a lung problem after the war, she
was found in a German sanitarium by shlichim who
were looking for orphaned survivors to populate kib-
butzim.  Once she recovered, they went through the
Alps into Italy with fake passports bound for Israel.
Her boat reached the port of Haifa, but was re-rout-
ed by the British to Cyprus.  Chana was almost 17 at
the time.  After about nine months in Cyprus, once
the State was declared in ’48, Chana was sent back
to the port of Haifa where she was ordered into a
tank with the barrel pointed at the sky.  They told her
to shoot at any enemy airplanes.  Thankfully, she
recalled, she never had to pull the trigger.  In Israel,
she learned Hebrew, she met her first husband, her
great love, Judah (Yehudah).  For many years they
lived in Petach Tikvah, where Chana worked as a
telephone operator.  Chana found a new life in Israel
and a new family in Judah.

Judah passed away decades later, but Chana never
stopped speaking about what a good and kind person
he was.  Eventually she got remarried to a Canadian,
Max Stern, and relocated to Winnipeg.  In Winnipeg
she had a wonderful life with Max, found friendship
in the large Jewish community where she could
speak Yiddish fluently while learning English day by
day.  They were avid card players.  Chana excelled in
bridge and enjoyed trips to the casino until the end of
her life.  She and Max welcomed people into their
home like family – she enjoyed constantly entertain-
ing, cooking traditional Jewish food for her guests,
and recounting funny stories and memories.

In 2005, Chana was widowed a second time.  She
continued to have a zest for life in spite of all that she
went through.  Chana was a loyal and committed
friend, and a joyful presence in everyone’s life.  A
complaint was never uttered from her lips; she
always focused on gratitude for the simple pleasures
and privileges in life.  During Covid, she would list
the items in her house that she was thankful for:  her
TV, her phone, having heat, and enough to eat:
“What more could I ask for?”  Always on the phone
with friends or family, she remained a telephone
operator of a different sort, until her last day.  Chana
was not only our family – she was a dear friend and
advisor to my mother and me.  She was always inter-
ested in our lives, always listened, asked questions,
and wanted to know everything.  We loved calling
her and speaking to her, there were always laughs to
be had, and Chana always laughed from the belly.

I remember begging her to get a Covid vaccina-
tion, and she only relented when she found out she
would otherwise be barred from the casino and the
bridge club at Gwen Secter.  She was practical to the
enth degree.  She was the last Holocaust survivor in
our family, and the last first-hand witness of the
atrocities that took most of our relatives.  She was a
model in how she not only survived, but lived and
flourished in spite of everything.  But as she told me
when she spoke about the war, regardless of the
smile on her face, such pain as losing her family all
at once never leaves you, nor the guilt that went with
it.  “Thank G-d I’m alive – or do I?  That is a big
question, and some questions cannot be answered.”

We cannot believe she is gone.  We will miss our
Chana’le dearly.  We take solace knowing that her
final wish was fulfilled:  to be buried beside Judah in
the land of Israel that took her in when she had no
one. 
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LEA (MINA) LEvY
Lea died peacefully on

Wednesday, June 15,
2022. Beloved mother of
Debbie Estein (Irving),
Danielle MacDougall
(Dave), and Richard
Levy (Carla). Cherished
grandmother of Orly,
Roni (Michelle), Lauren,
David (Heather), and
Aria. Proud great-grand-

mother of Madison, Miriam, Gabrielle, Saully, Laila,
and Adam. Predeceased by her loving siblings Haim
Simcha and Bracha Grisaru.

Lea was born in Bucharest Romania, to a young
couple, Avraham and Hanna. When her father was
taken to Transnistria Labour Camp and Jewish
schools were closed, Lea helped her mother and
became an apprentice seamstress to a local designer.
Lea was a gifted student and a hard worker and soon
was a master at her craft.

Lea married at 17 and left for Israel with a group
of young Zionists. She found work in Tel-Aviv with
the famous designer Fanchette where she worked
years using her skills as a seamstress and  designer to
create custom dresses. With her natural beauty she
would model her designs for customers.

Lea emigrated to Canada in the 1960s and lived in
Montreal and Winnipeg, where she raised her family.
She was the face of the L.A. Seat Covers store in
Winnipeg, which sold clothing produced by her
daughter and son-in-law’s factory. Lea had a knack
for finding each customer the perfect outfit. She
made each person feel at ease with her fashion
advice and her life experience. Something about Lea
made people come back just to be around her.

In the later part of her life, she moved back to
Montreal where her granddaughter Orly lived. She
loved the community centres in Montreal, found
great joy volunteering her time at Jewish Elder Care.
Everyone who knew Lea recognized her resilience,
warmth, and generosity of spirit. She was referred to
as ‘Mama’ by all the factory employees in Winnipeg.
This continued later in her life in Elder Care where
she was seen as “everyone’s mother”. Her legacy of
a large and loving family and many friends reinforce
how much she was appreciated and loved, and how
much she will be missed.
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July 28, 2022 (JTA) — An auction house in
Maryland defended the sale of what it says were per-
sonal objects of Adolf Hitler, amid criticism from a
European Jewish group.

One of the priciest items in the catalog for Friday’s
auction by Alexander Historical Auctions house in

Chesapeake City,
Maryland, is a candy dish
estimated to be worth at
least $3,000 that the auc-
tion house says belonged
to Hitler and was stolen
from his Berghof com-
pound near Munich. It is
emblazoned with a golden
symbol of the Reichsadler
– the Nazi party’s imperial eagle – and the ini-
tials AH.

Another similarly priced item is a dog collar
said to have belonged to Eva Braun, Hitler’s
wife, for her pet Scottish terrier. A leather arti-
fact with a small metal plate that reads “wau
wau” – the sound of a dog barking as it is
described in German – it is also studded with
multiple metal swastikas.

The European Jewish Association, a Brussels-
based lobby group, condemned the sale in a let-
ter. The items only give “succor to those who
idealize what the Nazi party stood for” or offer
“buyers the chance to titillate a guest or loved
one with an item belonging to a genocidal mur-

derer and his supporters,” wrote the group’s chairman,
Rabbi Menachem Margolin.

Bill Panagopulos, the president of Alexander
Historical Auctions, which has faced similar rebuke for
previous sales — including one that featured the person-
al diaries of Josef Mengele, a notorious Nazi war crimi-
nal — dismissed the criticism as “nonsense and sensa-
tionalism” in an email to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

“What we sell is criminal evidence, no matter how
insignificant. It is tangible, real in-your-face proof that
Hitler and Nazis lived, and also persecuted and killed
tens of millions of people. To destroy or in any way
impede the display or protection of this material is a
crime against history,” Panagopulos wrote. The buyers,
he added, “are NOT neo-Nazis, who are too poor and too
stupid to appreciate any kind of historic material.”

Cheaper items on sale that are said to have belonged to Hitler and Braun
include cutlery, champagne glasses, a beer glass tray and stationery. Some
of the items had multiple bids on them on Thursday, including the collar
going for up to $2,750 and the candy bowl going for up to $1,600.

“The sale of these items is an abhorrence. There is little to no intrinsic
historical value to the vast bulk of the lots on display,” Margolin wrote to
the auction house in a letter that was co-signed by 34 members and leaders
of European Jewish communities.

The European Jewish Association does not know whether the items on
sale are authentic, a spokesperson for the group told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency.

In 2017, Alexander Historical Auctions sold to an identified buyer an
item it had described as Hitler’s telephone. Bidding started at $100,000,
and the item ended up fetching $243,000.
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Israel news

A tale of two women targeted by ‘dishonored’ ex-husbands
An honest conversation has to be had about the psychology and cultural norms that lead so many 

victims of abuse to become obstacles to, as opposed to participants in, their rescue

(July 31, 2022 /
JNs) When details
emerged of the mur-
der on Tuesday
night of 30-year-old
mother of three
Rabab Abu Siam in
the central Israeli
city of Lod, the first
instinct of all the

pundits was to blame the police force for
sleeping on the job.

Abu Siam, an Arab-Israeli elementary
school teacher, was shot to death by masked
gunmen in the yard of her home, while her
youngest daughter was sitting on her lap and
her parents and other two children were
inside. Everyone in her orbit assumed that the culprit was her ex-husband,
since he’d been harassing her since their recent divorce.

Her precarious situation was known to welfare services and law enforce-
ment. Social workers and police offered her as much protection as they
could provide, such as a panic button for emergency calls and patrols near
her residence. They urged her to move to a shelter for battered women.

She refused, opting instead to stay temporarily with relatives in the south
of the country. But the arrangement didn’t last, and she returned to Lod,
where she met her tragic end—after crying to a friend a week earlier that
she feared something bad was about to befall her.

Though it was clear to all concerned that this was a slaughter of revenge
by a man “dishonored” by the spouse over whom he felt he had ownership
and deserved complete control, the police do not yet have sufficient evi-
dence to tie him to or charge him with the crime. This is because he went
abroad the day before the evil deed was done.

Currently, Israel’s men and women in blue are engaged in an effort to
gather proof of his involvement and apprehend those who actually pulled
the trigger. The question being raised by the public, however, is how
authorities could have let this happen in the first place.

Women’s rights advocates, in particular, were appalled that it was the
endangered female, rather than the male tormenting her, who was told to
leave town.

Because of the ensuing public outcry, police went into emergency mode
over the weekend to prevent another Lod resident, a mother of four whose
name has not been released, from falling prey to a similar fate.

The woman in question narrowly escaped death when fired at twice last

week by men in what the Hebrew press is
referring to as her “close circle” (possibly
members of her own family). When police
decided to smuggle her to a hiding place up
north, they discovered that a tracking
device had been planted in her car.

In other words, she was under surveil-
lance everywhere she went. Despite her
having been informed of this frightening
fact, she refused police insistence that she
go to a shelter.

Despite her unwillingness, police
obtained a court order obliging her to com-

ply. Her response was to appeal through a
lawyer, saying, “I know my life is in dan-
ger, but I want to be in my home.”

Considering her to be an almost certain
target for assassination, officers went to her house late Friday night to bring
her into protective custody. When she objected, they forced her to abide.
Shfela District Deputy Police Chief Ronen Avnieli explained the unprece-
dented move.

“The woman is in unequivocal danger,” he told Channel 12 on Saturday
night. “Unfortunately, she continues to resist cooperating, which brings us
to the point of having to make this radical decision, and we’ll seek to
implement the court’s ruling. We are also removing the threat in other
ways, by going after those who are threatening her.”

The above stories highlight more than just the weakness of the Israeli jus-
tice system in the face of rising domestic violence, in general, and in the
Arab sector specifically. They also illustrate the difficulty of aiding victims
who shun the kind of assistance made available to them.

No Israeli disputes that the police department requires some real over-
hauling, or that restraining orders against partners with grudges are usual-
ly worthless. Still, an honest conversation has to be had about the psychol-
ogy and cultural norms that lead so many abused women to become obsta-
cles to, as opposed to participants in, their rescue.

Sadly, it’s too late for Abu Siam to rethink her position and behave dif-
ferently. It is thus inexcusable for the other woman in Lod, whose life
police are working tirelessly to preserve, to rebuff the help that she desper-
ately needs.

Where are the feminist voices shouting about such recurring travesties?

Ruthie Blum is an Israel-based journalist and author of “To Hell in a
Handbasket: Carter, Obama, and the ‘Arab Spring.’ 

Israel Police officers and medics at the scene of the mur-
der of Rabab Abu siam in Lod, July 26, 2022. 

Photo by Yossi Aloni/Flash90.

RUTHIE BLUM

By

Maryland auction house defends sale of Hitler items and Eva Braun’s swastika-studded dog collar

A dog collar said to have belonged to
the scottish terrier of Eva Braun,
Adolf Hitler’s wife, on display on
the website of Alexander Historical
Auctions, July 28, 2022.
(Alexander Historical Auctions)
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News briefs

In provocative move, Russia orders Jewish
Agency to cease work and remove staff from

country, Russian media reports

July 21, 2022 (JTA) — In an unprecedented
move, the Russian government has told the
local representatives of the Jewish Agency for
Israel to end their activities and leave the coun-
try, according to reports in Russian media
Thursday.

The move comes amid increasing tension
between Russia and Israel over Israel’s
response to Russia’s war on Ukraine, and as

Russia seeks to strengthen ties with Iran.
The closure of the Jewish Agency’s local offices means that Russians

will no longer be able to apply for citizenship in Israel from Russia, evok-
ing memories of when Russian Jews were not allowed to leave under com-
munism. It also means that the efforts to promote emigration to Israel and
community-building activities offered by the Jewish Agency in Russia will
be curtailed.

Jewish Agency staff in Russia must leave the country by July 28, accord-
ing to a report by RBC, a Russian news agency, that did not offer a reason
for the order.

The Jewish Agency did not immediately respond to request for comment.
But a former senior employee who spoke to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
under condition of anonymity said Russia’s decision has limited signifi-
cance for aliyah, the immigration to Israel by Jews and their relatives.

“As long as Russians can travel to Israel visa free, Russian Jews can
come here and make aliyah here directly with the Interior Ministry. The
Jewish Agency is just a go-between, not an arbiter of aliyah applications,”
the source said.

“When the visas are cancelled, that’s when we can speak of the return of
the Iron Curtain,” the source added.

Deteriorating relations between Israel and Russia mean such a move is
not inconceivable. This week, Russian President Vladimir Putin traveled to
Iran to meet with Ali Khamenei, the country’s supreme leader and a sworn
enemy of Israel.

“Recent stances taken by the President of Russia against the Zionists are
commendable,” Khamenei tweeted soon after their meeting, without spec-
ifying which actions he was referring to.

The meeting came amid reports that Russian officials have privately said
that Yair Lapid’s recent appointment as prime minister of Israel “is creat-
ing special difficulties” in the countries’ relations. Lapid was a more force-
ful critic of Russia than his predecessor, Naftali Bennett, after Putin sent
his army to invade Ukraine.

Russia’s embassy in Tel Aviv has reportedly conveyed Moscow’s “disap-
pointment” with Israel for voting along with the majority of the United
Nations General Assembly in March to pass a resolution condemning
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

In the first half of 2022, at least 16,598 people made aliyah from Russia
— more than double the 7,711 who came during the whole of 2021. Many
newcomers left because of the war, which ushered in a wave of national-
ism and new limitations on free speech in a country that was already wide-
ly considered a dictatorship.

The fact that some of the newcomers to Israel are oligarchs and other
wealthy individuals who brought some of their wealth with them “is not
appreciated by Vladimir Putin,” the Jewish Agency ex-0fficial said.

But the main reason for the move, he estimated, is geopolitics. “Cutting
diplomatic relations with Israel or shooting down one of its planes is too
drastic an action for Russia right now, so the Jewish Agency is a soft tar-
get to send a message,” they said.

Earlier this month, the Jewish Agency said it had received a letter from
Russian authorities outlining concerns it would need to respond to. The
concerns related to the group’s record-keeping about Russian citizens,
which the Russian justice ministry said was illegal.

The Jewish Agency, a semi-official arm of the Israeli government, said
the letter did not constitute a demand for it to cease operations and said it
would continue its work without interruption while discussing the issues
raised in the letter with Russian authorities.

Roman Bronfman, a former lawmaker from Israel who has written a
book about aliyah from the former Soviet Union, said that while Russia’s
move has limited concrete impact, it should be seen as a warning sign.

“The Jewish Agency’s work won’t affect aliyah, its role is only support-
ive and unnecessary in the modern world,” he tweeted in Hebrew
Thursday. Instead, he said, Russia is using the closure to “pressure Israel,
the global Jewish community and American Jewry. A dictatorship’s power
games.”

Still, Bronfman added: “Advice for my friends: Leave Russia as soon as
possible if you’re planning to.”

Neo-Nazi Marine plotted to attack Jews and
others in ‘rapekrieg,’ federal prosecutors say

July 27, 2022 (JTA) — A former
Marine who belonged to a neo-
Nazi group that counts willingness
to murder Jewish children as a
membership requirement has been
arrested on charges stemming from
a federal investigation into his plot
to commit mass murder, including
against Jews.

Matthew Belanger was an active
Marine while conspiring online
with members of a hate group called Rapekrieg, according to a July 14
court filing by federal prosecutors arguing that he should remain in jail
while awaiting trial.

Together with others from his Long Island, New York, hometown,
Belanger had “procured weapons, uniforms, and tactical gear, and dis-
cussed committing attacks on a synagogue, Jewish persons, women, and
minorities,” according to the court document, which Rolling Stone was
first to report on Tuesday.

The investigation and arrest come amid mounting concerns about neo-
Nazi and white supremacist activity within the U.S. armed forces. Many of
the insurgents at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, had military ties, and a
filing in one case related to Jan. 6 revealed that a Marine had been dis-
charged and sent to prison for plotting to blow up a synagogue.

Belanger was also discharged because of his extremist activity, accord-
ing to the court filing, which offers a window into how online conversation
among extremists can translate into real-world activity — a trajectory
taken by a number of mass shooters in the United States, including the man
who killed 11 Jews in their synagogue in Pittsburgh in 2018.

Like other white supremacist groups, Rapekrieg’s goal, outlined in a
manifesto that investigators learned Belanger had largely written, is to cre-
ate a white “ethno-state” free of the minority groups that the group believes
are “replacing” white Americans. In addition to killing people who do not
advance that goal, the group advocates for raping white women to acceler-
ate the production of white children. Anyone who has qualms “about being
able to pull the trigger on a jewish child” is not prepared for the group’s
work, the manifesto says.

Belanger’s online engagement in the four years beginning in 2016
demonstrated increasing radicalization and steps to act on his stated
beliefs, according to the filing. It also shows how small groups of online
actors can cut and paste language and characteristics of various extremist
groups to inform their own agendas and activities.

At one point, using a social media handle with the name Adolf Hitler in
it, Belanger chatted with another group member about the best strategy for
attacking Jews, according to the court filing.

“That fucking synagogue is going to get it,” he said at one point, only to
be rebuffed by the other group member who said, “You don’t accomplish
anything when you shoot random Jews at a synagogue that aren’t signifi-
cant in any way.” The group member instead presented “two individuals
popular for their work with the Jewish community along with associated
physical addresses.” The filing does not name the people targeted.

Members of the Rapekrieg group including Belanger trained with “air-
soft” guns, of the sort used in paintball, at one point in the woods outside
an unnamed Long Island synagogue, according to the filing. They said
their target in the training exercise was the Zionist Occupation of
Governments, or ZOG, a term that is widely used by white supremacists.

Multiple members of the Rapekrieg group obtained items that they said
would be useful in carrying out an attack, and Belanger personally
obtained weapons both legally and illegally, according to the court filing.
The charges on which he is currently being held relate to making false
statements to obtain weapons; Belanger pleaded not guilty on Monday,
according to Rolling Stone. The magazine said Belanger and his attorney
did not respond to requests for comment.

In the court filing, federal prosecutors argue that Belanger, who is being
held in Hawaii, where he had been stationed as a Marine, is a flight risk in
part because incarceration would require him to live in proximity to peo-
ple from backgrounds against which he has advocated violence.

Those include Black people, who like Jews are frequent targets for
extremists. The filing shows that Belanger sought to weaponize Jews to
foment racial division during the period of protests following the murder
of George Floyd, a Black man, by a Minneapolis police officer in 2020. To
other group members, he suggested “disguising yourselves as hasidic
jews” to commit a massacre against racial justice protesters.

He also created a social media account under the name “Israel
Shillingstein” in order “to generate Black hate towards the Jewish com-
munity by making derogatory statements while disguised as a Jewish
man.” Traces of the account that can be seen online now show that at least
some Twitter users recognized it as a troll account.

By

CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

Matthew Belanger
Twitter photo



By sIMONE COHEN sCOTT

S
everal Wednesday nights ago, June
22nd to be exact, I attended a launch-
ing here in Winnipeg, at the

Whodunit Bookstore to be exact, of Celia
Rabinovitch’s book, “Duchamp’s Pipe; a
Chess Romance.”  Actually, the book has
been launched in a few places, mostly via
zoom.  Readers of this paper may even
remember that I reviewed her book a
while back.  (Ed. note: It was actually
December 2020, Simone - and your
review is on our website at http://jewish-
postandnews.ca/8-features/640-new-
book-by-noted-art-expert-celia-rabi-
novitch-explores-many-themes.)

Anyway, the event back in June was
delightful.  The evening was basically a
conversation between Dr. Michael
Bumsted, proprietor of the store, and Celia Rabinovitch, internationally
celebrated, locally barely known, artist, writer, and cultural historian.  They
were well-matched, the extremely erudite Dr. Bumsted, educated in
Scotland, and Celia, Director of University of Manitoba’s Fine Arts
Department, 2002-2008; scholar-in-residence at universities in North
America, Europe, and Israel; her paintings appearing in art centres through-
out Canada and the United States albeit seldom here.  His questions about
the book were incisive and penetrating, her answers thoughtful, informa-
tive, interesting, and amusing.  She is a wonderful raconteur and his
method encouraged her to tell of the many adventures that went into the
researching and writing the book.  It was apparent he had read the book
carefully and had had fun doing so.

Of course they talked about pipes, but also about bohemian life in vari-
ous cities throughout two continents during the war-dominated decades of
the early 20th century, travelling via tramp steamer, partying with the priv-
ileged, barely eking out a living.  Histories at several levels are revealed
through the medium of chess tournaments, against the backdrop of a not so
unlikely friendship, that of George Koltanowski, a passionate chess play-
ing phenomenon who practically breathed the game, (Good heavens, he
could play several opponents at once, blindfolded, and win!), and Marcel
Duchamps, the sophisticated chess aficionado, who had already made his
name initiating a startling genre into the world of art with his ‘Nude
Descending a Staircase’.  The central character is the pipe; it provides the
theme connecting the two men who, in fact, spend just scraps of time with
each other over the decades-long era their stories cover.  Both Bumsted and
Rabinovitch are well versed in many aspects of early 20th century histories
in several locales.  The audience, seated on metal folding chairs in the cen-
tre of the store, half-emptied platters of goodies behind them, had their
horizons broadened.  There was a flurry to buy the book after this presen-
tation.

My own friendship with Celia began through a mutual friend, actress
Terri Cherniak.  Celia was to spend a couple of weeks as scholar-in-resi-
dence at the Israel Museum, lecturing on Dada art, and Terri knew I had an
apartment nearby.  She put us in touch. We were roommates for two weeks,
we hit it off, and a friendship grew.  Celia is, to me, a citizen of the world.
She has an aura about her that makes one feel something special is going
on.  She is aware, always, of the spiritual connection between people, their
settings, the objects they love, and she perpetuates the idea that the love
passes along with the object.  This informs her paintings, and this is the
story of the pipe.  The thread of love connection permeated every aspect of
its journey as the gift from Marcel to George and beyond, (George re-gift-
ed it), until finally, because it was Duchamp’s pipe, it was auctioned off for
tens of thousands of dollars.  Perhaps the pipe is laughing now. 

A second perspective of the thread of love, binding the souls of the two
men, is the game of chess, which accounts for the rest of the book’s title,
‘a Chess Romance’. One feels as one reads the book that little wisps of je
ne sais quoi are whirling about in the atmosphere, twirling themselves
around your mind, giving it ideas.  Of course, anyone familiar with Celia’s
previous book, entitled “Surrealism and the Sacred: Power, Eros, and the
Occult in Modern Art”.wouldn’t be surprised by this mystic quality.  One
senses it in her art as well.  An unidentified quote sums it up thus: “Her
luminous paintings evoke mood, atmosphere, and ambiguity,  leading to a
sense of the uncanny.”

The Whodunit Bookstore has a story too.  It was founded as an activity
for Michael. Bumsted’s father when he retired.  As a mystery buff’s oasis,
it thrived. My own introduction to “Whodunit” happened when I began to
winter in Israel; I asked the elder Mr. Bumsted to find me mysteries set
there.  The several he found for me added greatly to my grasp of the neigh-
bourhoodsof the country. Mr. Bumsted was an historian and customers
flocked to his evenings of readings and discussions, to hear his stories and
to buy his recommendations. Soon Mrs. Bumsted, also an historian, was
needed to help in the business.  

That is when  the merchandise begins
to reach beyond thrillers.  As Mrs.
Bumsted would include books for her
grandchildren in some of her orders, one
day when a few were inadvertently left
out on the counter, they were noticed and
ultimately sold.  It made sense; since
people who like books have children and
grandchildren - make it convenient for
them.  So children’s books were stocked,
and then one thing led to another.  When
the space next door became vacant,
Whodunit expanded to twice the size. 

By this time, son (and recent PhD) Dr.
Michael Bumsted had returned from
Scotland.  A career in a book store was
not, I suppose, his intention, but hey! It
turned out to be a good fit.  As the range
of books filled the shelves, his eclectic
interests were being met.  As I’ve already

mentioned, I was impressed with erudite remarks and penetrating questions
with which he drew out Celia’s fascinating anecdotes, and the ensuing dis-
cussion.  If the evening sessions discussing books that he facilitates at
Whodunit are as engrossing as the one I attended, you’ll see me at more.  

A week and a half prior to this event, Celia spoke at the Manitoba
Museum about the exhibit she curated there, of photographs taken by Nick
Yudell, a first cousin of Celia’s once removed.  Left in the possession of a
family member, they were really a gift to Canada prepared for us by this
young photographer - fated to die in WWII as an RAF pilot.  Whereas a less
sensitive person might have left them in their carefully labelled boxes, see-
ing how much love went into the taking of these photos, as one artist to
another, Celia undertook to prepare them for display, to be shared with the
world. At a point when we were together in one of the rooms of the display,
Celia confided to me that she had wanted to convey the fact that although
Nick’s photos feature his own community, which was Jewish, the story he
is telling is about the every-man in Canada during the wartime period, that
is, a story of patriotic men of courage and of strength. We who were chil-
dren then, remember them. She surely succeeded; staff and patrons got it.
The exhibit, originally meant to end August 1st, has been held over to
December 18th.
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Temple Shalom 1077 Grant Ave Winnipeg    204 453 1625      tshalom1@gmail.com

Introduces 

SHALOM LEARNING 
An Exciting New Program 

Emphasizing Ethical Jewish Living

For further Information and to Register  

call   204 453 1625   or   email   tshalom1@gmail.com

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Preparation Classes 
ages 11 and up 

Monday evenings  7:00 to 8:00 pm 
starts September 12

Fall Classes begin 
Sunday September 11 

Ages 5 – 7     9:30 – 10:30 am  
Coffee, tea, juice, snacks in the Social Hall 

10:30-11:00 am 

Ages 8 – 11   11:00  – 12:30 pm

After School Hebrew Classes 
Day and Time to be determined in consultation with 

interested families.

Not Without Honour.....Except Here

CELIA RABINOVITCH
Artist, writer, & 

cultural historian

MICHAEL BUMSTED
Proprietor of 

Whodunit Bookstore



By LARRY LUXNER
July 27, 2022 (JTA) If thinking you’re sick

can make you feel sick, is there a way to train
your brain — and your body — to reverse that
process and restore you to health?

That’s the central question that Tamar Koren,
an MD-PhD candidate at the Technion–Israel
Institute of Technology in Haifa focused on psy-
chosomatic illness, is researching.

Professor Shai Shen-Orr, head of the school’s
Systems Immunology & Precision Medicine
Laboratory, is mapping how the immune system
ages as people age — to the point of being able
to calculate the age of someone’s immune sys-
tem based on cellular data.

Professor Ron Kimmel, founder of the
Geometric Image Processing Lab in the
Technion’s Henry and Marilyn Taub Faculty of
Computer Science, is using artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning to train computers
to analyze biopsy images of human tissue in
order to determine not only whether a tissue is
cancerous, but also what type of mutation it is
and how much it has metastasized.

All three projects are examples of the kind of
research being cultivated under the Technion’s
new Human Health Initiative (THHI) — a

recently announced effort to bring together
teaching hospitals, different Technion depart-
ments and commercial companies to focus on

solving specific health-related
challenges. 

“This initiative addresses world
challenges that require multidisci-
plinary solutions,” said Shen-Orr,
who is also the cofounder of
CytoReason, a pharmaceutical
artificial intelligence company.
“We’re moving from research
based on departments and facul-
ties to being goal oriented. In
addressing problems of human
health, it doesn’t matter where
people sit. They need to work
together.”

The THHI is focused on six
areas: staff and student engage-
ment, new undergraduate and
graduate educational programs,
recruitment of top-notch
researchers, funding, shared office
and lab space for “essential meet-
ing of minds,” and acquisition of
cutting-edge lab equipment and
other research infrastructure.

The new initiative dovetails
with other Technion projects with
outside partners, such as the uni-
versity’s Bridge to Next-
Generation Medicine program
with Cincinnati Children’s
Medical Center. That project aims
to revolutionize pediatric medi-
cine by combining the Technion’s
technological prowess, including
world-renowned expertise in
computational science and artifi-
cial intelligence, with doctors and
scientists focused on understand-
ing and treating childhood dis-
eases.

;“The Technion believes that the
time is ripe for taking the next
quantum leap: addressing human
health in a comprehensive, insti-
tute-wide manner,” Technion
President Uri Sivan said. “The
THHI represents a major intellec-
tual and cultural undertaking in
this direction. No other university
in the country, and only a handful
around the world, are positioned

so well to take this leap.”

The idea behind the THHI is to pull people out
of their comfort zones and create collaborations
across units and disciplines. 

“Rather than telling our investigators what
they should be doing, the best way is bringing
them together, and the magic is guaranteed to
happen,” said Noam Ziv, who is spearheading
the THHI project. 

Ziv said the Technion’s prime advantage is that
it’s one of the world’s few technical universities
that also has a medical school.   

“I don’t think you have to convince anybody
that human health is a huge challenge,” Ziv said.
“Our population is expanding, average age is
increasing and the number of challenges associ-
ated with human health seems to be growing all
the time. The coronavirus is a prime example of
how things that affect one part of the world
quickly affect other parts.”

During the height of the pandemic, for
instance, Technion data scientists raced to
improve the efficiency of PCR tests using algo-
rithms. Biologists worked to create rapid testing
kits that wouldn’t need sophisticated machines
to yield quick results. Still others aimed to
devised a sticker, which when placed on a mask,
neutralizes viruses on contact.

The THHI extends to researching mind/body
interactions. 

To prove their hypothesis about psychosomat-
ic illness, Koren and her team induced colitis in
lab mice and waited for them to recover.
Researchers then artificially stimulated the neu-
rons in the brain that had become active during
the bout of colitis. Inflammation re-emerged in
the exact same location even though there was
no infection. Likewise, suppressing memory
neurons reduced the inflammation in mice who
were sick with colitis.

“If, for example, you receive a text message
from your friend that he has COVID and you just
saw him last night, you immediately start to
envision that you’re also sick. And you start to
manifest physical presentations of a very similar
disease: your throat itches, you start coughing,
you feel weaker,” Koren said. “Studies have
shown that stress or emotional triggers can initi-
ate disease, or sometimes exacerbate a disease
that’s already been diagnosed.”

Koren’s research represents a joint effort
among neurosurgeons, neurologists and immu-
nologists — the kind of collaboration THHI
seeks to cultivate and which is different from tra-
ditional approaches to research.

“These kinds of collaborations have already
started to develop,” Koren said. “The fact that
it’s both basic science and clinical research is a
novelty.”

Eventually, Koren said, her team’s work could
lead to a variety of new therapies for diseases
that currently have no cure, in the form of mag-
netic stimulation or other non-invasive therapies
for patients with rheumatic arthritis, lupus, mul-
tiple sclerosis and other disorders.

“What we’re suggesting is not drugs, which
also have adverse effects,” she said, “but regula-
tion of brain activity that can alleviate their
symptoms and improve their quality of life.”

This story was sponsored by and produced in
collaboration with the American Technion
Society, which invests in the Technion’s growth
and innovation to advance critical research and
technologies that serve the State of Israel and
the global good. This article was produced  by
JTA’s native content team.

Israeli tech leader launches new human health collaboration to solve urgent real-world problems
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Tamar Koren, an Md/Phd candidate at the
Technion, is researching how patients’ mental
states may cause or exacerbate illness.
Koren’s work is part of the Technion Human
Health Initiative. (Nitzan Zohar/Technion)

“If, for example, you receive a text
message from your friend that he has
COVID and you just saw him last night,
you immediately start to envision that
you’re also sick. And you start to mani-
fest physical presentations of a very sim-
ilar disease: your throat itches, you start
coughing, you feel weaker,” Koren said. 


