
By BERNIE BELLAN

For the second year in a row the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg held its Annual
General Meeting online. This year’s

meeting, which took place Wednesday evening,
December 8, was relatively brief, lasting only
45 minutes, but while the meeting may have
been relatively short in length, it certainly
delivered some uplifting news.

We had reported previously that the
Combined Jewish Appeal raised a record
amount in 2020: $6,400,000, which was almost
$400,000 more than had been raised in 2019.
(In our April 28, 2021 issue, Rebecca Brask,
who is the Chief Development Officer for the
Jewish Federation, explained that there were
some unique reasons for the large scale
increase in the amount raised by the CJA that
would not be repeated in 2021, including a spe-
cial program created by the Jewish Federations
of North America and some very large one-
time donations from local donors.)

As a result of the quite large increase in rev-
enues for the Federation and, as we reported in
our June 23, 2021 issue, the Federation was
able to increase allocations to the 14 partner
agencies of the Federation by $163,000, which
represented the largest increase in year to year
allocations ever given by the Federation.

In the tables given on this page readers are
able to see how the Federation spent the almost
$6.6 million it had available to spend (includ-
ing revenues from sources other than dona-
tions).

In other news, outgoing Federation President
Joel Lazer thanked various individuals for
helping him during his soon to end two-year
term as President, especially former President
Laurel Malkin and Federation CEO Elaine
Goldstine. Lazer also announced that he will be
succeeded by Gustavo Zentner. 

As former Federation President Laurel
Malkin noted during the AGM, Zentner’s

ascension to the presidency marks the first time
a newcomer to Winnipeg will be assuming the
presidency of the Jewish Federation. (Zentner
came to Winnipeg 23 years ago from his native
Argentina as part of the Federation’s Grow
Winnipeg initiative.)

Other highlights of the AGM included noting
that 56 babies have been welcomed into the
community thus far in 2021, also that 800 indi-
viduals viewed the Federation’s virtual seder
last April.

Finally, Federation CEO Elaine Goldstine
noted that 75 candidates have produced the
documents that are required before immigrat-
ing here, but due to Covid they have not been
able to come here for the initial visit which is a
part of the immi-
gration process for
all prospective
immigrants. A fur-
ther 350 individu-
als are also in the
process of produc-
ing the documents
required before
immigrating to
Manitoba.

Vol. 35  No.  6 WINNIPEG, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2021 18th Day of TEVET, 5782 Candle lighting time Friday is 4:13 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 5:19 p.m.

JCFS social worker Adeena
Lungen has been helping
Holocaust survivors for 20 years.

.........page 3

The former Hebrew Friends
Temple at 229 Pritchard had an
interesting history as a social venue
in times past    

..........page 6

Canada Post Publication  Agreement #40047412

Heather Leonoff receives presti-
gious Law Society Richard J. Scott
Award 

............page 2

Inside this issue of 
The Jewish Post & News:

Heather Perlov has enjoyed great
success providing entertainment
for children’s parties, operating
under the name “Heather’s Pretty
Parties”

............page 18

After having received treatment for
cancer, Barbara Winestock
adopted a humourous approach to
her ordeal

...............page 19

Jewish Federation AGM: Record
year both for revenues and

expenditures - fuelled by one-time
contributions in aid of Covid relief



2 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, December 22, 2021

Community news

Laura’s Story: How your support helped
Laura’s family through the pandemic

“I thought I was able to juggle everything, but it was tough. I felt
like I was being pulled in five different directions. I am so grateful
we had the community support that we did. I don’t know how I
would have managed without it. My mom is at the Simkin Centre,
and thank God for them, the staff was incredible. There were periods
I couldn’t see her but we booked Zoom visits every day. And spiritu-
al care, that was something I took for granted in the past, it was such
a comfort to my mom to be able to celebrate the Jewish Holidays, to
sing Jewish songs. 

“When schools first closed and my kids had to be home, GrayAway
kept them engaged all day, but incredibly last year, the kids got to be
at school in person every day. It made such a difference to their men-
tal health. It was mine that I was beginning to worry about. I work in
hospitality. I was laid off twice. I was able to access counselling ser-
vices through JCFS. I don’t think it’s an exaggeration to say that I
made it through the pandemic because of the support of our commu-
nity.”

With your gift to the Combined Jewish Appeal today, you provide
lasting support and services for those who need them most. Thank
you in advance for your generosity. While we respond to the chal-
lenges we face today, your support ensures that the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg remains Here for You, Here for Good, always ready to
respond to future crises.

Please make your gift before December 31st to receive a 2021 tax
receipt. Donate by calling 204-477-7428 or online at jewishwin-
nipeg.org/donate.

With your help, we’re Here for Good.

*Laura’s name has been changed for the purposes of this story

Community leader Heather Leonoff receives prestigious Law Society award

Heather Leonoff is
this year’s recipient
of the Law Society

of Manitoba’s Richard J.
Scott award.

“I am honoured,” says the
Director of the Manitoba
Department of Justice’s
Constitutional Law Branch
of the award that was pre-

sented to her on November 26.  “I am very pleased
to be recognized by my peers.”

As the Law Societys website explains, the award,
named for the former Chief Justice of Manitoba, rec-
ognizes the honoree’s multifaceted contributions to
the legal system in our province.

As part of her response to receiving the honour, Leonoff praised the pre-
senter and awards namesake, noting her lengthy history with the retired
judge.

In the press release announcing the award, the Law Society notes that
“throughout her career, she (Leonoff) has demonstrated an unwavering and
longstanding commitment to advancing the rule of law and has made sig-
nificant contributions through her advocacy, teaching, writing and mentor-
ship.

“Ms Leonoff has appeared before all levels of court and also assists
Manitoba counsel to prepare for Supreme Court of Canada hearings
through her work with the Supreme Court Advocacy Institute”.

“I have been blessed with a fulfilling career,” says Leonoff, who was
called to the bar in 1979. “One of the really wonderful features of pursuing
a legal career is that there are so many different fields to choose from and
you can change.”

For the first 20 years or so in law, the lifelong Winnipegger worked in pri-
vate practice with Wolch Pinx Tapper Scurfield. While she was involved in
many different areas of practice, she recalls that she particularly enjoyed
working on criminal cases.   The two cases that had the greatest impact on
her were the firm’s defense of wrongfully convicted prisoners David
Milgaard and Kyle Unger.

“Those two cases,” she recalls, “illustrated the best and the worst of our
criminal justice system.  In the Unger case, we were dealing with entrap-
ment.  In both cases, we were up against people who fought against open-
ing up sealed information and who were unwilling to admit they might be
wrong.  The system failed both of these young men.  Being able to help
exonerate them makes me proud to be a lawyer.”

She joined the government’s Constitutional Law
Branch in 1998 and became and became director of
the branch in 2003.  “It was an opportunity to do
something different in the field of law,” she explains.
“I find working in public service to be very fulfilling.”

In constitutional law, she notes, “we work on con-
stitutional issues that  can arise in many different con-
texts”.

One such case in which she was involved last spring
was a challenge by several churches to the province’s
lockdown rules.  “The challenge that we face in these
difficult times is to keep the public safe, while at the
same time respecting individual rights and freedom,”
she explains.

In addition to the practice of law, Leonoff also taught
law at the University of Manitoba Law School for 25

years and has contributed many articles to national legal journals.

Throughout her adult life, Leonoff has given of her time to community.
She has been particularly active with the Jewish Child and Family Service,
of which she is a past president.  She is currently chair of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg’s Poverty Reduction Strategy.

“Our current project is to provide lunches for people who are struggling
financially,” she says.  “We are providing bag lunches twice a month
through One Just City to about 250 people.

“We strengthen our own community through reaching out to others,” she
adds.

She has also contributed to her profession through participation over the
years in the Law Society of Manitoba, where she was a bencher from 1991
to 2000, and has been a Life Bencher for the past 20 years.  She now serves
on the Society’s Discipline Panel. 

She says that she intends to keep working for a few more years yet.
“I love the practice of law,” she says.

Outside of work and volunteerism,   Leonoff’s life revolves around fam-
ily.  She and her husband, David Deutscher, have one daughter, Ilana, and
one grandchild (“It’s great having a grandson,” she notes) who live on the
west coast. She also has many relatives in Winnipeg with whom she is in
close contact.

“I am the matriarch of our extended family,” she says.  “I am following
in my mother’s footsteps in making sure family is together for all the yom
tov gatherings.”      

By

MYRON LOVE

RICHARD SCOTT and 
HEATHER LEONOFF
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JCFS works to meet the needs of Holocaust survivors
By BERNIE BELLAN

In 1933 the Jewish population of Europe was 9.5 million.
Following the war it was 3.5 million. Two thirds of
European Jewry perished in the Holocaust.

Prior to the war Poland had the largest Jewish population
in Europe: over 3 million. Following the war, it was reduced
to about 45,000.

There were approximately 4 million Jews living in the
Soviet Union or Soviet Union-occupied territories prior to
the war. Approximately 1.5 million survived – either by hid-
ing in the forest or fleeing deeper into the Soviet Union.

By 2020, however, according to the Claims Conference,
which represents all Holocaust survivors in negotiations for
reparations with various governments, particularly the
German government, only 400,000 of the 3.5 million
Holocaust survivors still remained alive.

But, where did the Holocaust survivors end up?
A good many Holocaust survivors made their way to Israel, where about

400,000 were still alive in 2020. Of the rest, the majority made their way
to North America, primarily the US.

According to the Jewish Heritage Centre though, approximately 35,000
Holocaust survivors made their way to Canada by 1953, of whom about
1,000 settled in Winnipeg.

The number of Holocaust survivors here took a further increase some
years later, according to Adeena Lungen (who is one of two social workers
working full time for Jewish Child and Family Service in the area of
Holocaust Support Services, the other being Sonja Iserloh. There is also a
Russian-speaking worker on the staff of JCFS, Margarita Iskijavev, who
also deals to a certain extent with Holocaust survivors.)

There were actually two waves of Holocaust survivors whose origins
were mostly from within the former Soviet Union, and who made their way
to Winnipeg within the past 40 years, according to Adeena. The first wave
was made up of emigrés who had been allowed to leave the Soviet Union
in the 1970s and early 1980s.

The second, and more recent wave, has been made up of parents of
younger immigrants who were adults and who have come to Winnipeg, pri-
marily from Israel.

Still, with the inevitable attrition as a result of the fact that almost all
Holocaust survivors are now at least in their 80s or 90s, the number of
Holocaust survivors in Winnipeg has been dwindling. 

According to Adeena, there are “around 100 in the JCFS database”.

We were curious to know though, how the lives of these Holocaust sur-
vivors has been impacted by Covid in the past two years, so we spoke with
Adeena to find out more about a group about which most of us don’t know
very much.

It turns out that I have encountered many of these Holocaust survivors –
without realizing it, several times at the Lubavitch Jewish Learning Centre,
when I’ve attended various events there, also at the Adas Yeshurun –
Herzlia Synagogue (which is where we used to have our office), and where
I would occasionally see groups – almost all made up of women, congre-
gating there. (Adeena explained that, prior to Covid, the Herzlia used to
play host to frequent luncheons for Russian speaking Holocaust survivors.)

Adeena told me that she began working at JCFS in 1999 and moved into
working with Holocaust survivors in 2000.

Much of her work has involved dealing with compensation claims
through the aforementioned Claims Conference, which has distributed over
$457 million in compensation to survivors around the world to date. 

(I noted, in talking to Adeena, that we had been publishing a full page ad
every year for quite some time that would be sent to us by an Israeli adver-
tising agency, in which new information about claims and eligibility for
survivors would be listed. It occurred to me that we haven’t received an ad
of this sort for quite some time, so I contacted our Israeli intermediary to
ask him if he knew why that was. He told me that he has also been asking
the Claims Conference why they haven’t publicized any new announce-
ments regarding compensation. Subsequently he told me that he forwarded
my inquiry to the Claims Conference and he did receive a response back
from them. In his words, “This looks promising.”)

While it may seem unusual for governments, especially Germany’s, to
constantly be revising the criteria for compensation for Holocaust victims,
Adeena explained to me that the process of negotiation is an ongoing one,
with new criteria for eligibility for compensation being added on a constant
basis. Interestingly, she noted, the government of Romania has also now
engaged in negotiating compensation for Romanian Jews.

As a result, much of Adeena’s work over the years has involved filing
applications for individuals. As one might expect, there is a great deal of
documentation required in the process, but Adeena says the results have
been gratifying.

In addition to compensation received from outside
sources, the JCFS has created special programs
designed to meet the particular needs of Holocaust sur-
vivors within our local community. 

For instance, JCFS is able to provide home care ser-
vices for Holocaust survivors, depending on their phys-
ical and financial needs, with financial assistance com-
ing either from the Claims Conference or a Montreal-
based centre known as the Cummings Centre. Those
two organizations allocate funds to partner agencies
such as the JCFS which, in turn, decides who gets
home care.

I asked Adeena what types of services are available
through home care? 

She said: “Cleaning, doing laundry, and companion-
ship – above and beyond what the WRHA might pro-
vide.”

Given the advanced ages of most of Holocaust survivors, I wondered
how many are still able to live on their own?

Surprisingly, Adeena said the answer is that most are still living on their
own – and the home care, as well as other support services provided by
JCFS and other agencies such as the Gwen Secter Centre and the Rady
JCC, have played instrumental roles in allowing so many of these survivors
to remain relatively autonomous.

“Since 2000, the Gwen Secter Centre has been hosting a luncheon pro-
gram twice a month for Holocaust survivors,” Adeena noted (a program,
incidentally, she started), although of late that program has been scaled
back to once a month.

The Chabad Lubavitch has also been very involved with Russian speak-
ing seniors – not just Holocaust survivors, Adeena said. And, while in-per-
son meetings are not taking place as a result of Covid, there is  a “tight
knit” group that meets regularly online, and which is facilitated by another
JCFS worker, Anna Shoichet.

“Before the pandemic that group numbered around 40-50,” Adeena
noted; however, since the pandemic took hold the number has shrunk to
“20-30”, she said.

I wondered though, whether the advent of Covid has had any more trau-
matic effect on Holocaust survivors than the general population?

Adeena responded that survivors are having to deal with “some of the
same issues that affect us all”….yet there is no doubt that the “confine-
ment” associated with Covid, along with the even more traumatic isolation
associated with the lockdowns to which seniors especially have been sub-
jected have exacerbated the feelings of isolation that were already fairly
common with Holocaust survivors.

“For these people the fear of dying is always present,” Adeena said, “yet
they still show incredible resilience and resourcefulness.”

For survivors, the common refrain, she noted, is that “I’ve survived the
Holocaust; I’ll survive this, too.”

“I don’t think survivors are in worse shape than they were before Covid,”
Adeena added, although she cautioned that one area that has had a particu-
larly debilitating effect, not only on survivors, but on many other seniors,
is in decreased visits to doctors.”

In that regard, JCFS is in constant communication with all its senior
clientele, almost always by phone, checking to make sure that things are all
right and that day to day affairs are being tended to.

Adeena pointed to the hiring of Danielle Tabacznik as the JCFS’s
“Seniors Concierge” in 2020 as an example of how JCFS is taking a pro-
active approach in reaching out to isolated seniors in the community.
Danielle keeps in touch with regular groups of seniors, often facilitating
communication among seniors over the phone through group chats.

And, while more recently, Adeena and other workers have been able once
again to see many of their clients in person, the restrictions necessitated by
Covid protocols still entail much of thier work being conducted over the
phone.

Over the past couple of years I’ve often been focusing on the work that
many of our agencies have been doing in adapting to the hardships thrust
upon so many of the less fortunate among us. In so many ways Winnipeg’s
Jewish community can be proud of how agencies such as the JCFS have
continued to seek out new ways of interacting with those among us who
might otherwise go unnoticed. And, as we note in our story about the
Jewish Federation and its continued success in helping those agencies to
meet those goals on page1, this is one Jewish community that continues to
meet the challenges thrust upon it by Covid.

ADEENA LUNGEN
Jewish Child & Family Service

Holocaust Support Services



Producing a paper every two weeks means
that the constantly evolving news cycle is
something that is somewhat irrelevant to

the contents of this publication.
When our last issue came out (Dec. 8) the

Omicron variant had already begun to appear in
Canada, but there were relatively few cases by
the time I sent that issue to press, which was on
December 6. 

And, although it’s been only two weeks since then, what a difference
those two weeks have made. We’re now in the midst of an exponential
surge in Covid cases, yet what that entails for our health care system is still
so unclear.

A scan of Israeli news sites, by way of comparison, reveals that country
to be somewhat divided as to how to react to the Omicron variant. Since
Israel has consistently been a few months ahead of most of the rest of the
world in terms of vaccination roll-outs and what happens following those
roll-out, what transpires there is a pretty good indication of what will hap-
pen in countries like Canada.

Here are some figures that might be useful for comparing Israel’s situa-
tion vis-a-vis Covid with our own situation her in Manitoba:

The population of Israel is now 9.217 million; Manitoba’s is approxi-
mately 1.3 million. Thus, Israel’s population is seven times the size of
Manitoba’s.

I took a look at data from Friday, December 16 – the latest date for which
comparable data were available for Israel and Manitoba. According to
available information, approximately 74% of Manitobans have received
two vaccinations against Covid. In Israel, the percentage is estimated at
over 90%.

Here are comparable figures for Israel and Manitoba in terms of number
of Covid cases and resultant hospitalization. Figures given for Israel are as
of Dec. 18, for Manitoba, as of Dec. 16:

Number of new cases:
Manitoba – 239
Israel – 606
Number of hospitalizations:
Manitoba – 84
Israel – 140
Number of patients in Intensive Care with Covid:
Manitoba – 24
Israel – 55
If you do the math, Israel has roughly twice the number of Covid cases

as Manitoba, a little less than twice the number of patients in hospitals with
Covid, and a little more than twice the number of patients in I.C.U. with
Covid. - all this in a country with a population seven times ours. In other
words, in every respect, Israel has fared exceedingly better than Manitoba.

In recent weeks Israel has imposed ever tighter travel restrictions, impos-
ing bans on incoming flights from a wide range of countries, also banning
flights to many countries – which, as of the time of writing, may be extend-
ed to include Canada and the United States.

While proponents of air
travel argue that airplanes
have sophisticated air
exchange systems that would
mitigate the chances of
Covid spread, there is still a
good possibility that one
might contract Covid during
a flight. As I’ve noted previ-
ously, I’ve often asked sub-
scribers who’ve told me
they’re about to fly south
whether they feel safe doing
that? The answer invariably
is that they would rather take
their chances where it’s
warm than stay here.

But, of late, I’ve been
receiving a number of calls
from individuals who had
originally told me they were
planning on going south, but
who have now canceled
those plans.

I would urge extreme cau-
tion to anyone who is still
planning on going south. The
experience in Israel – so far,

is that imposing extremely tight travel restrictions has helped to keep Covid
more at bay than in Manitoba. Israelis are still moving about freely, albeit
with having to show proof of vaccinations the same way we are here in
Manitoba. The difference, it appears, is that Israel does not have the same
proportion of anti-vaxxers that we have here in Manitoba. I was somewhat
surprised to read how high a proportion of Israelis are double vaxxed. In
the early days of the vaccination roll-outs, we were fed a constant stream
of stories describing strong resistance among both the ultra-Orthodox seg-
ment of the population, as well as the Arab population. If the figures I’ve
cited here are accurate, then that resistance has by and large dissipated. 

But, enough of Covid.
Turning to stories in this particular issue, I am glad to report that what we

are offering – again, are stories that provide a welcome diversion from the
ongoing litany of depressing information that crowds the general media.

What I most enjoy writing about myself are stories that relate to the his-
tory of this community. In that regard, I have always been most apprecia-
tive of the work done by Allan Levine in chronicling the history of Jews in
Manitoba, but of late I’ve been counting more and more on help from Stan
Carbone, who is the curator of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada.

Stan is one of the nicest people you could ever hope to meet and,
although he generally works behind the scenes at the JHCWC – and he’s
Italian, not Jewish, I can’t think of anyone who does more to keep the his-
tory of the Jewish community accessible for anyone to peruse. 

Whenever I need to find out anything about something relatively esoteric,
such as I have been the last two issues when it comes to researching the his-
tory of long-disappeared synagogues in this community, Stan has respond-
ed immediately to my requests for help – and  has invariably produced
answers to my questions.

At the same time, readers have also chipped in with their own contribu-
tions that have aided in adding to the body of information that we had
already compiled. As a matter of fact, I’ve had some interesting conversa-
tions with certain readers about old synagogues, about which I knew noth-
ing. 

In that regard no one has been more helpful than reader Murray Deshell,
who has steered me in some interesting directions. It was Murray who
brought to my attention the existence of the Hebrew Friends Temple, locat-
ed at 229 Pritchard Avenue (and which still exists, although it’s quite
boarded up).  You can read my story about that quite interesting building
on page 6.

But Murray also brought up another synagogue, which he says once
existed on Dufferin and Aikins, and which, he says, was known as the
“Pavlicher” synagogue. If there was a synagogue at that location – and it
certainly wasn’t listed on our list of synagogues, I haven’t been able to find
any reference to it anywhere, nor did Stan Carbone.

I’d be very curious to hear from any readers as to whether they know any-
thing about a synagogue by that name (although perhaps I’ve misspelled
the name). 

What this entire exercise in chasing down synagogues has taught me
though is that, in years past, the Jewish community was much more divid-
ed than we perhaps realize. It seems that every street in the North End had
its own synagogue. They weren’t divided along denomination lines; they
were all what we’d now term “Orthodox”. 

But, what they seemed to have in common is that each of them served a
group that either originated from a particular part of Europe or, in certain
cases, members of a certain occupation. I still get a kick out of reading that
one synagogue was known as the “Butchers’ Synagogue” while another
was known as the “Milkmen’s Synagogue”. Again, I wonder if any readers
know of any other synagogues that might have had similar descriptions –
along with the names given on the list we produced.

(By the way, in case you haven’t kept a copy of the December 8 issue and
you might want to take another look at that list of synagogues, I’ve also
published it on our website:www.jewishpostandnews.ca.)

Along with letters responding to the article about synagogues and my
piece about the Hebrew Friends Temple, we also have a very interesting
article – written by Stan Carbone incidentally, about Jewish dairy farmers
who lived in the Kildonan area of the city, in what eventually became West
and Old Kildonan.

This issue is not confined to historical information alone. We have our
usual assortment of articles profiling various individuals in the communi-
ty. It’s always nice to be able to write about different individuals. Everyone
has their own story to tell and, although some names might not be as famil-
iar to readers as others, Myron Love and I both enjoy writing about mem-
bers of our community. To that end, both of us are constantly on the receiv-
ing end of story ideas from readers – and we certainly welcome those sug-
gestions.
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Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN

((Continued on page 5. See “Short takes”.
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Looking for short-term accommodation 
Visiting bubbie coming to Winnipeg January-February, looking for
short term accommodation. Clean, zero bad habits, can take care
of house & pets. References available. 613-406-7992 or out-
doorsrfg@gmail.com

Bernie:
Carol and I continue to enjoy both your in

print and on line versions of the Jewish Post.
Your recent article on the former synagogues

in Winnipeg needs a minor adjustment.
The Ateres Yisroel Synagogue was located on

the north-east corner of Magnus and Powers –
not on Manitoba Ave. as claimed

Our family lived a few doors down from the
synagogue towards Salter St. The Litz crane
facility was located across the street from our
abode.

We continued to go that synagogue for ser-
vices even after we moved to Machray Ave.

Needless to say, we walked to shul.
Eventually, we moved our religious focus to the Talmud Torah Synagogue
on Matheson and Powers.

The Ateres Yisroel was converted to a First Nation group (not sure when)
but was torn down more recently  according to information available on the
Vintage Winnipeg web site where I copied the photo shown above.

Stay safe and best wishes for a Happy New Year to you, your family and
your paper’s readership.
Chuck Faiman

Ed. note: The mistake to which Chuck refers is in the caption we had for
the montage of synagogues circa 1925 which appeared in our Nov. 24
issue. The caption was supplied by the Jewish Heritage Centre. In our actu-
al list of synagogues the Ateres Yisrael Synagogue was correctly identified
as having been located on Magnus Avenue.

An old photo of the
Ateres Yisrael
Synagogue, as sup-
plied by Chuck
Faiman.

Dear Bernie,   
I am enjoying the Jewish Post and happy to be getting it virtually.  I was

a member of the Lubavitch Shul on Magnus and my cousin Jerry Cohen
was bar-mitzvahed there.  We women and girls sat upstairs and rained
candy down on him.  My Uncle Leiba and my Zaida helped run services.
Those were the days !!!   
Jackie Simkin

Bernie,
I continue to enjoy The Jewish Post and News, and marvel at how diverse

the various articles are.  I also wonder where you find the energy to con-
tinue working at your pace.

Regarding the December 8 2021 edition, and specifically the list of his-
toric Manitoba Synagogues, I couldn’t help but notice that there is no men-
tion of Congregation Shir Tikvah, a breakaway High Holiday Synagogue
which existed from 2003 to 2018.  It was very successful (at least for most
of its lifetime).  By the way, I’m very impressed with the list, most of
which I had never heard of.

Best wishes for for 2022.
David Bloomfield

Ed. note: We overlooked both the Shir Tikvah and another congregation,
known as “Haminyan” which existed in the late 1980s, and which held ser-
vices at the former Ramah Hebrew School.

Shir Tikvah held high holiday services every year from 2003-2019, all
but two of those year in the Viscount Gort Hotel. (The other two years ser-
vices were held in the Blue & Gold room of the old Winnipeg Stadium.)

Letters

Hi Bernie, 
Further to your list of synagogues in the north end, I did some research

in the past using Hendersons Directories and came up with something
called Hebrew Friends Temple at 229 Pritchard Ave.  I found listings under
this name from 1925 - 1940. From 1940-44 it was simply listed as Hebrew
friends and from 1945-1960 as Hebrew Friends Hall.  Not really sure if this
actually was a Jewish institution or not. Stan Carbone was unfamiliar with
it.  I have attached a photo of it.

(Ed. note: We hve much more about the Hebrew Friends Temple on page
6.)

In addition, I have a
photo of the cornerstone
of the Andrews St.
Talmud Torah (a.k.a.
the Little Talmud
Torah). Unfortunately,
the left edge appears to
have been plastered
over and the entire cor-
nerstone has been sub-
sequently covered up in
the last few years fol-
lowing exterior reno-
vations. In the event
that this may be of
interest to you, I have
also attached a photo
of this as well as the building itself.
Bert Schaffer

The building at 220 Andrews that was once
the home of the “Little Talmud Torah”

Bert Schaeffer photo

Hi Bernie,
I was appalled to notice recently that Canada’s $50 bill bears the image

of William Lyon McKenzie King.    
For those who may not know, King turned away The St. Louis, a ship car-

rying 937 passengers,  almost all of whom were Jewish refugees fleeing
from The Third Reich.  They had sailed from Germany in 1939 with
entrance visas to Cuba, however, when they arrived there, they were not
allowed to disembark.  Pleas for asylum went out to several Central- and
South-American countries,  all of which refused them entry.  The U.S. also
refused to take them in, so they turned to Canada, their last hope.  William
Lyon McKenzie King stated that “this is not Canada’s problem”, and
refused to allow them into Canada, sealing their fate.  The ship returned to
Germany, and hundreds of those passengers perished in the camps and cre-
matoria.

I have mentioned this issue to several people in recent days, and not one
of them was aware that King is on our currency.  We should not be hon-
ouring this man in this way.  Hopefully enough Canadians will be outraged
by this that this can be changed.

Sandy Tapper

Finally, I wanted to mention my story
about Holocaust survivors (which
appears on page 2) and what a fabulous
job social worker Adeena Lungen and her

colleagues at Jewish Child and Family Service have been doing over the
years attending to the needs of the members of that particular group.

As their numbers dwindle, it’s easy to forget how vital a role the
Holocaust survivor community played in the evolution of Winnipeg’s
Jewish community. For those of us who were born in the post-World War
II period, growing up with friends who were children of Holocaust sur-
vivors was something that was so common we never thought twice about
it. As a matter of fact, I can’t ever recall ever hearing from any friends who
were children of Holocaust survivors anything related to their parents’
experiences during the war.

The phenomenon of Holocaust survivors not wanting to discuss their
experiences has been well studied over the years. In Winnipeg it was large-
ly due to the tireless efforts of the late Philip Weiss that the veil of silence
about Holocaust survivors’ experiences was largely lifted. By now there
has so much more written about what Holocaust survivors endured that not
only members of the Jewish community have become so much better
informed, so have many younger members of the non-Jewish community
as well.

Yet, in talking with Adeena Lungen about Holocaust survivors still alive
in Winnipeg, I was made aware that a good number of them come from the
former Soviet Union. As a result, because of language barriers, we are not
often aware of their own individual stories. Perhaps in future issues we’ll
be able to bring you some of those individuals’ stories. And, since so many
of us trace our roots to Eastern Europe, finding out more about those for-
mer Soviet Union emigrés to Winnipeg will only add to our collective
knowledge of our community’s history.

Short takes
(Continued from page 4.)
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O
ur story in the last issue about the
Ashkenazie Synagogue looking to
repurpose itself as a synagogue/muse-

um, along with the list of synagogues that
may have ever existed at one time or another
in Manitoba led to quite a number of respons-
es from readers – some in the form of emails,
others through phone calls.

On page 5 we have the emails we received
about that list of synagogues. As I noted in
my Short takes on page 4, I was also alerted
to the existence of a building at 229 Pritchard
Avenue that served some sort of function for the Jewish community. We
went out to look at the building, which is located just a hop, skip, and a
jump from Main Street.

While I would say that it would need a bit of work before it might be con-
sidered a viable alternative to what the board of the Shaarey Zedek has
planned for its synagogue, the fact that it still remains standing serves as a
reminder of the type of building that was typical of Winnipeg synagogues
back at the turn of the 20th Century.

We decided to investigate further as to what purpose the building at 229
Pritchard served. To that end we received valuable assistance from Stan
Carbone, Curator of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada, and
Dr. Gordon Goldsborough, President and Head Researcher of the Manitoba
Historical Society.

Eventually, Stan Carbone found materials pertaining to the history of the
building. Thanks as well to Christian Cassidy, who belongs to a group
known as West End Dumplings, and who has done stellar research on since
vanished buildings that once served as important institutions in the Jewish
community.

Following is a composite of two articles Stan Carbone sent me:

Salvation Army Hall / Hebrew Friends Temple (229 Pritchard Avenue) 
In late 1910, the Salvation Army commissioned a Hall at this site in

Winnipeg. Completed for a total cost of $5,000, its initial configuration had
a main floor auditorium with seating for 200 to 250 and approximately the
same in the basement, the latter of which also housed a Sunday School. The
facade highlighted red brick along with Tyndall stone cornices along its 25-

feet Pritchard frontage. The No. 2
Corps moved from their former
quarters at 907½ Main Street and
held an official opening for their new
facility on 12 March 1911. This site
served as a centre for local opera-
tions in the community until around
1925 when the Corps relocated to
1525 Main Street for a few years
before re-establishing at 226 Atlantic
Avenue around 1930. 

From “Winnipeg Places”, 
by West End Dumplings

Sept. 7, 2020
By Christian Cassidy
The next group to call 229

Pritchard home was the
Hebrew Friends. Until the
late 1940s it was most
often referred to as the
Hebrew Friends Temple.
Through the 1950s and
1960s, it was usually
referred to as the Hebrew
Friends Society Hall. 

The Hebrew Friends
Society was part of a large number of Jewish fraternal societies, such as the
Hebrew Free Loan Society and Hebrew Sick Benefits Association. Unlike
these organizations, however, there was no coverage of its annual meetings
and other happenings in mainstream newspapers or the Jewish Post.

A number of weddings took place here in the 1930s and 40s, but for the
most part it hosted teas, wedding and funeral receptions, and was a venue
for speeches. It had a bowling club in the 1930s and 40s that used the hall
for its meetings and year-end banquets. The 25th anniversary celebration of
the Jewish Chess Club took place there in 1944.

The Hebrew Friends were at this address until at least 1965. Soon after,
it faded away and vacated the hall.

Further to old synagogues in Manitoba

Hebrew Friends Temple at 229
Pritchard. Although it was
referred to as a “Temple”, there
were no religious services prac-
ticed there, to the best of our
knowledge.

A notice in the Nov. 3, 1949 Jewish Post
advertising an upcoming meeting at what
was referred to as the “Hebrew Friends
Hall”

Looking back



Introduction:
Further to the list of Manitoba

synagogues that was published
in our Nov. 24 issue, we were
intrigued by a listing of a
“Kildonan Talmud Torah”. There
was no street given for the loca-
tion of that particular Talmud
Torah so, as we have done so
many times in the past, we con-
tacted Stan Carbone of the
Jewish Heritage Centre to see
whether he could provide some
further information about the
Kildonan Talmud Torah.

As usual, Stan responded with
some very useful information
about not only that Talmud
Torah, but the history of Jewish
dairy farmers in the Kildonan area. I’m sure that as you read Stan’s article,
you’ll recognize many of the names he mentions as having been involved
in the dairy business:

The settlement patterns of Manitoba Jews straddled rural and urban
socio-economic lifestyles. This was the case of the dairy farmers who set-
tled in the West and Old Kildonan municipalities. These included  the
Tennehouses, Fromsons, Chochinovs, Filkows, Zipurskys, Finkles,
Bercovitches, Pudavicks, Greenbergs, Walshinskys (Walshes), and
Greenbergs, who for many years supplied Winnipeg with milk, cream, and
cheese. Ze’ev Walshinsky (Walsh) came to Manitoba in the early 1900s,
bought a farm which turned into a business and delivered milk to the North
End. One of his sons, Harry, became a celebrated criminal lawyer. In the
1910s, the Filkows, sold their dairy products to the Crescent Creamery at
wholesale prices and by the 1920s directly to peddlers.

Louis Rosenberg notes that by 1911 300 Jews lived in West Kildonan.
This total declined to 100 in 1941. But following the war the Jewish pres-

ence in West Kildonan
increased significantly
and by 1961, 6,133 Jews
lived in Winnipeg, a fig-
ure surpassed only by the
6,693 living in Winnipeg
North. 

In 1912, the dairy
farmers built an
Orthodox synagogue on
Lillian Avenue, a two-
room Talmud Torah that
offered after-school
Hebrew lessons and bar
mitzvah classes, and a
cemetery that is now part
of the Hebrew Sick
Benefit Cemetery. As a

result of internal dissension that
Allan Levine identifies as “dis-
putes about prayer honours,”a sec-
ond synagogue was established in
1915 on Newton Avenue, which
lasted only until 1919. The build-
ing was sold to the Zipurskys who
moved it closer to McPhillips and
converted it into a grocery store.
The Lillian Avenue synagogue,
which was rebuilt following a fire in 1936, closed in 1949, and its assets
were transferred to the Jewish National Fund. 

Allan Levine noted that from the West Kildonan Jewish community there
emerged Isaac Colish who was to establish a distinguished political career.
Born in Shvenchenis, Lithuania, Colish came to Winnipeg in 1907, from
England where he had operated two grocery stores. He had enough finan-
cial resources to purchase a horse and rig and delivered second-hand furni-
ture. Shortly thereafter he invested in a shack, stable and land north of
Main. In subsequent years, Colish owned grocery stores.

In 1913 Colish was elected to the Kildonan municipal council by accla-
mation.  After the municipality divided into West, East and North, Colish
was elected to the West Kildonan Council.

In 1916, Colish became the first Jewish police magistrate in Manitoba.
He used his new found powers to defend the interests of Jewish dairy
farmers. Interviewed in 1972, Colish noted, “I protected [the Jewish
Community]. They used to like me in Kildonan…At that time, the Jews
had cattle, and people used to bring them into [the] pound and then [the
owner] was charged twenty dollars, thirty dollars [as a pound fee to get
them back]…I stopped that.

During the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike, Colish, who at the time was
Police Magistrate and was expected to uphold the law, sympathized with
labour. In one instance he allowed for a meeting of strikers at Kildonan
Park, notwithstanding a warning from the park superintendent who
declared that such meetings could not take place on city property. In addi-
tion, Colish proceeded to “pass his cap” and raise funds for the unem-
ployed. 

In recognition of his service to the people of West Kildonan, Colish had
a street named after him in the Garden City area. 

Isaac Colish died in 1977 at the age of 100.
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Isaac Colish and the Jews of West Kildonan

Jacob Chochinov and milk wagon
Source: Manitoba Historical Society

Isaac Colish under a street sign
named after him in 1963.
Source: The Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada
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Community news

New JCFS office manager Mara Pellettieri has strong ties to our Jewish community
By MYRON LOVE

For Mara Pellettieri, the Jewish Child and Family
Service’s new office manager, community has always
been of prime importance.  One of eight children of

Leslie and the late Les Nepon, she has truly been immersed
in our Jewish community from birth.

Pellettieri – who was most recently the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg’s Engagement Coordinator - assumed her new
position four months ago.  “The posting was brought to my
attention,” she says.  “It sounded like a good opportunity to
expand my horizons and further apply my breadth of expe-
rience.”

In introducing their new office manager, the JCFS man-
agement  noted on its most recent Sherut  newsletter that
Pellettieri has worked in retail as well as public adminis-
tration, and has managed a number of large engagement
and administrative portfolios.  She has “excellent creative
and organizational skills”, is “community-oriented” and
“committed to helping to make our Jewish community a
better place”, according to the newsletter.

Pellettieri, along with all of her siblings, is a graduates of our Jewish
school system (the former Talmud Torah School and Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate). While in high school, she recalls, she went on one of the annu-
al March of the Living missions.

“The March of the Living had a really strong effect on me,” she says. “It
reinforced in me the importance of community.”

Pellettieri graduated from the University of Winnipeg with a B.A. in
Psychology.  Following university, she volunteered for a few months at the
Simon Wiesenthal Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles,  helping to facil-
itate tours and acting as a guide for museum visitors.

Prior to joining the Federation staff, Pellettieri worked in retail at the

management level.  She first was manager at Stella’s Bridal
and Evening Collection, followed by a stint as assistant
manager for Sephora’s three Winnipeg outlets.

With three growing children however, (including 11-year-
old Meir and eight-year-old twins Yael and Simi, Pellettieri
felt that it was time to look for work with more regular
hours (as compared to shift work and evening work hours).

She notes that she began working with the Federation as
a receptionist.  “Within a year, I was promoted to
Engagement Coordinator,” she says.

In that capacity, her portfolio encompassed – pre-Covid -
organizing the P2G programs (student and teacher
exchanges between Gray Academy and Brock Corydon
Hebrew Bilingual program and partner schools in northern
Israel) as well as  March of the Living missions, along with
the PJ Library program.

She views her new role with the JCFS as ensuring that the
office functions smoothly and providing assistance and sup-
port to other staff members wherever it is needed.  “I am

really enjoying working for JCFS,” she notes.   “Although there are still
things I have to learn here, I am working with great people in a fast-paced
environment.  It is always busy here.”

Outside of work, Pellettieri continues to contribute to the community on
a volunteer basis.  She is currently on the March of the Living committee.
As well, she has begun sewing garments for the Chesed Shel Emes – our
community’s non-profit mortuary service – and will hopefully soon be
training in taharrah (the ritual preparation of the deceased for burial).

And of course, she is a busy mom. “I spend a lot of my after work hours
chauffeuring my kids around the city to their various activities such as
swimming and karate lessons and hockey and soccer practices,” she says.  

MARA PELLETTIERI

A chat with the son who wrote the viral obituary for his ‘plus-sized Jewish lady redneck’ mother
Dec. 16, 2021 (New York Jewish Week via JTA)

—  When Andy Corren’s mother, Renay Mandel
Corren, died on Saturday in El Paso, Texas, at age
84, he did what many bereaved children with a cre-
ative bent would do: He wrote an obituary. 

“A more disrespectful, trash-reading, talking and
watching woman in NC, FL or TX was not to be
found,” Corren wrote in the obituary that was pub-
lished Wednesday in the Fayetteville Observer, the
newspaper of the North Carolina city where Mandel
Corren lived for many years. He honored his “plus-
sized Jewish lady redneck” mother thusly: “Hers
was an itinerant, much-lived life, a Yankee Florida
liberal Jewish Tough Gal who bowled ’em in Japan,
rolled ’em in North Carolina and was a singularly
unique parent.”

The loving yet warts-and-all obituary of the “zaftig good-time gal”
quickly went viral after crime writer Sarah Weinman tweeted it on
Wednesday evening to her 380,000-plus followers. This was much to the
surprise of Corren, who describes himself in the obituary as “her favorite
son, the gay one who writes catty obituaries in his spare time, Andy Corren,
of — obviously — New York City.”

“When it comes to writing, you meet people where they are,” Corren told
the New York Jewish Week, of how his words captured his mother’s
essence. “That was the crux of my mother’s genius, it was to just com-
pletely meet you where you live.” 

In the obituary, Corren describes his mother, who was known as Rosie,
as someone who “played cards like a shark, bowled and played cribbage
like a pro, and laughed with the boys until the wee hours, long after the last
pin dropped.” 

She was also, at some point during the 1980s, according to the tribute,
“the 11th or 12th-ranked woman in cribbage in America, and while that
could be a lie, it sounds great in print.” 

Corren, a talent manager and writer who splits his time between New
York and Los Angeles, said he never expected the obituary to go viral. In
hindsight, though, he said he understands why the piece touched so many
— and that it’s a fitting coda to his mother’s legacy.

“This time of the year, with the pandemic, the government, and the envi-
ronment, things are feeling really bad. It’s nice to laugh, too,” he said.
“That was my mother’s specialty, laughing in the face of quite a bit of
tragedy.”

Corren is one of Mandel Corren’s six children, and said he grew up in the
’70s and ’80s on a military base in Fayetteville. The family is “100%

Jewish,” he said, although he stressed they were
non-denominational and not particularly obser-
vant. Funds were often low; in the obituary,
Corren mentions his mother’s poor credit rating,
multiple bankruptcies — and, intriguingly, an
alleged affair with Larry King in the 1960s.

“Obviously there are poor Jews,” Corren said.
“People just aren’t used to hearing that side of
the story.”

Corren’s grandparents on his mother’s side
were Hungarian Jews who emigrated to the U.S.
in the 1920s who settled in Miami, and his
father’s parents were Brooklyn Jews, them-
selves the children of Jewish immigrants. 

His maternal grandparents, Corren explained,
were deeply religious. His mother, however, was

less spiritually or religiously invested in Judaism as much as she was cul-
turally — actually, make that culinarily — interested. He remembers how
his grandparents would bring Jewish deli items with them whenever they
visited from Miami, and Corren took up the tradition when he moved out
of North Carolina.

“My mother never lived near a Jewish deli,” he explained, “so I was con-
stantly traveling with oily meats and stinky tongue from Katz’s in my
checked suitcase to bring back for her.”

“She was a Jew, and she was a proud Jew,” Corren told the Jewish Week.
“It was a humongous part of her self-image and her projected one, which
is that she was a Jewish girl through and through, from McKeesport
[Pennsylvania, where she was born] and until the day she died in El Paso.”

For those interested in a “very disrespectful and totally non-denomina-
tional memorial,” Corren and his siblings are planning a party at B&B
Lanes in Fayetteville on May 10, 2022. “Bowling parties were a feature of
our life growing up,” he said. “My mom worked at the bowling alley and
that is exactly how we’re going to send her off on her birthday.” 

Corren’s tribute to his mother has now been shared tens of thousands of
times. Some people online said they plan to attend the memorial; others
offered compliments such as, “This brief, brilliant obituary is funnier and
more moving than most of the novels I’ve read in my lifetime.”

Twitter can be a “deranged cesspool,” Corren admits, “but it’s also this
magical, charmed place where the story of a heavyset matriarch of this dirt-
bag American family justifiably gets her praises sung for surviving, for
thriving, and for raising kids.” 

“Please think of the brightly-frocked, frivolous, funny and smart Jewish
redhead who is about to grift you, tell you a filthy joke, and for Larry
King’s sake: LAUGH,” the obituary concludes. “Bye, Mommy. We loved
you to bits.” 

The late Renay Mandel Corren holds the
hand of her son Andy, whose obituary for his
mother went viral Wednesday night. Dec. 15.
(Courtesy Andy Corren) 
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Books

“In the Midst of
Civilized Europe: The
Pogroms of 1918-1921
and the Onset of the
Holocaust” 
By Jeffrey Veidlinger
(Harper Collins 
466 pg. $39.99)

Pogrom is a Russian
word meaning ‘‘to
wreak havoc, to

demolish violently,” says the online Holocaust
Encyclopedia on the United States Holocaust Museum website.

“Historically, the term refers to violent attacks by local non-Jewish pop-
ulations on Jews in the Russian Empire and in other countries. The first
such incident to be labeled a pogrom  is believed to be anti-Jewish rioting
in Odessa in 1821. As a descriptive term, “pogrom” came into common
usage with extensive anti-Jewish riots that swept the southern and western
provinces of the Russian Empire in 1881–1884, following the assassination
of Tsar Alexander II.

“The perpetrators of pogroms organized locally, sometimes with govern-
ment and police encouragement. They raped and murdered their Jewish
victims and looted their property. During the civil war that followed the
1917 Bolshevik Revolution, Ukrainian nationalists, Polish officials, and
Red Army soldiers all engaged in pogrom like-violence in western
Belorussia (Belarus) and Poland’s Galicia province (now West Ukraine),
killing tens of thousands of Jews between 1918 and 1920.”

In this rigorously researched, powerful book, award winning historian
Jeffrey Veidlinger presents us with, as an earlier reviewer wrote, the first
full depiction of the wave of anti-Jewish pogroms that followed the
Russian Revolution “and how they laid the groundwork for the Holocaust.”

Veidlinger is a graduate of McGill University and a professor of history
and Judaic studies at the University of Michigan. His books, which include
“The Moscow State Yiddish Theatre” and “In the Shadow of the Shtetl”,
have won a National Jewish Book Award, the Barnard Hewitt Award for
Outstanding Research in Theatre History, two Canadian Jewish Book
Awards, and the J.I. Segal Award. He lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

“In the years after the Holocaust, survivors around the globe began com-
piling memorial books, one for each city and town,” the author writes in his
introduction, “‘Will a Slaughter of Jews Be the Next European Horror?’”

But, as he notes, such memorial books are not only histories of the pre-
war period; they are also histories of the war itself.

“Take, for instance, the memorial book from the town of Proskuriv, locat-
ed in today’s Ukraine. The book’s title, “Khurbn Proskuriv”, captures the
calamity the city endured. The Yiddish world khurbn (‘destruction’), a term
derived from the Hebrew word hurban, denotes the destruction of the two
biblical temples in the sixth century BCE and the first century CE—and has
been used to describe an array of other disasters, from earthquakes to the
sinking of the Titanic. After the Second World War, it became widely
understood to refer to the fate of European Jewry under the Nazis.”

What differentiates “Khurbn Proskurov” though, is that it was written in
1924—nine years before Hitler’s rise to power and 15 years before the start
of the Second World War, Veidlinger writes.

“The destruction of Prokuriv took place a year after the establishment of
a Ukrainian state that promised broad freedoms and national autonomy to
its Jewish minority, and three months after the armistice of November 11,
1918, that ended the Great War. Delegates from thirty-two nations had just
gathered in Paris to work out the treaties that would formally cap what
H.G. Wells called ‘the war that will end war.’”

Meanwhile, 1300  miles to the east, on the afternoon of February 15,
1919, Ukrainian soldiers murdered over a thousand Jewish civilians “in
what was at the time the single most deadliest episode of violence to befall
the Jewish people in their long history of oppression.”

The massacre in Proskuriv was not an isolated event.
“Between November 1918 and March 1921, during the civil war that fol-

lowed the Great War, over one thousand anti-Jewish riots and military
actions—both of which were commonly referred to as progroms – were
documented in about five hundred different locales throughout what is now
Ukraine, and which was at the time contested territory between Russian,
Polish, Ukrainian, and multinational Soviet successor states of the Russian
and Austro-Hungarian empires,” Veidlinger states.

He observes that a closer analysis of the progroms of 1918-1921 shows
them not only to be ethnic riots carried out by enraged townsfolk and peas-
ants, but also military actions perpetrated by disciplined soldiers, including

some units of the Red Army committing
atrocities.

“Thus, what happened to Jews in
Ukraine during the Second World War,
then, has roots in what happened to the
Jews in the same region only two decades
earlier,” Veidlinger maintains.

In April 1920, Polish and Ukrainian
forces advanced toward Kyiv from the
north, beginning what came to be known as
the Polish-Soviet War.

“Their goal was to challenge Bolshevik
ascendency in the region and reclaim the
historic lands of the Polish-Lithuanian

Commonwealth,” the author writes.

“One study submitted to the Jewish Public Committee in January 1921
on the basis of material gathered by the Society for the Protection of the
Health of the Jewish Population blamed Bulak-Balachowicz for the murder
of 435 Jews in 17 locations between October and November 1920. The
society also counted a total of 617 incidents of sexual assault in seven
towns, including the repeated rape of a twelve-year old child by three offi-
cers. The report held locals responsible for having actively participated in
the progroms, or at least having done nothing to stop them.”

Veidlinger includes photographs and eyewitness accounts of this grue-
some sequence of pillage, brutality and murder in Eastern Europe during
those years leading up the Second World War.  Even, as he intones, in the
midst of civilized Europe.

“Life went on in the 20 years between 1921 and 1941:...From the fields
of Ukraine to the halls of the world’s parliaments, decent people reached
out to their Jewish neighbours, heeded the warnings of Jewish activists and
worked to make the world a better, more civilized place,” the author notes.

“The tragedy is that it wasn’t enough.”
At one point Veidlinger quotes US President Bill Clinton during a visit to

Kigali, where he acknowledged the historic failure to prevent the 1994
Rwandan genocide: “Each bloodletting hastens the next, as the value of
human life is degraded and violence becomes tolerated, the unimaginable
becomes more conceivable.”

Lest we forget.  

MARTIN ZEILIG

By

Review 

Author Jeffrey Veidlinger

Pogroms in Poland and Ukraine in 1920-21 presaged what was to follow 20 years later

Violent attacks by settlers against Palestinians in
the West Bank are up nearly 50% from last year
Dec. 15, 2021 (JTA) — Violent attacks against Palestinians in the West

Bank are nothing new. But the phenomenon has reached alarming new
level of frequency this year.

Violent attacks perpetrated by settlers agains Palestinians in the West
Bank exceeding last year’s attacks by nearly 50%, according to a report by
The Times of Israel.

In 2021, there have been 397 attacks so far, compared to 272 in 2020,
The Times of Israel reported based on data from the Shin Bet, Israel’s
domestic security agency. According to a report in Haaretz, there have been
135 stone throwing incidents targeting Palestinians this year compared to
90 in 2019.

The violence was especially evident during the annual fall olive harvest
this year, often a time of violent attacks on Palestinians who spend their
days harvesting from trees located outside of their villages, which are often
close to settlements. Dozens of videos of violent attacks and photos of
bloodied farmers and shepherds and the Israeli activists who sometimes
accompany them were shared to social media this year.

While Defense Minister Benny Gantz has said he will assign more sol-
diers and police officers to the West Bank to stem the violence, the issue of
how to deal with the settlers remains an area of little consensus for the cur-
rent government, which is composed of a broad coalition of right-wing set-
tler leaders, left and center-left parties, and Arab parties.

In a meeting Monday with U.S. Under Secretary of State Victoria
Nuland, Israeli Minister of Public Security Omer Barlev discussed the
issue of settler violence. After Barlev, who is a member of the Labor party,
tweeted about the meeting with Nuland, Israeli Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett, who was a leader in the settler movement before becoming prime
minister earlier this year, appeared to respond to Barlev’s comments with-
out naming him. In a tweet of his own, Bennett expressed support for set-
tlers on the receiving end of violent attacks.

“The settlers in Judea and Samaria have been suffering from violence
and terrorism, daily, for decades. They are the protective wall for all of us
and we must strengthen them and support them, in words and deeds. There
are marginal elements in every society, they need to be addressed by all
means, but we must not generalize about an entire community,” Bennett
wrote.
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Community/World news

BB Camp close to reaching goal of $1.25 million to secure ownership 
of Town Island with Nature Conservancy of Canada 

Submitted by BB Camp
Dec. 16, 2021 We are incredibly close to meeting our fundraising goal to

help the Nature Conservancy of Canada purchase the remaining acreage of
Town Island! We are so grateful to our camp community for already con-
tributing 1.1 million dollars of our 1.25 million dollar goal.

After decades of land disputes and temporary solutions, we are so excit-
ed that after this one-time fundraising campaign, BB Camp will never
again have to question its access to Town Island, and all of the camp sites
within it.

While we are close, we still need your support to help bring this cam-
paign over the finish line. We ask that you please visit  to make a secure tax

deductible donation, or to pledge your support and a member of our team
will follow up with you.

All donors to this campaign will be recognized on a donor wall that will
be incorporated into our brand new main boat dock and lakeside patio that
will be built this spring. We look forward to many more generations of BB
Campers having the opportunity to experience Town Island and all of its
natural beauty thanks to your generous support.

For more information about this important campaign, donation levels,
and to make a secure, tax-deductible donation, please visit
www.bbcamp.ca/townisland

Alluding to conflict with Russia, Ukraine’s Jewish president likens his nation to Jewish people

Dec, 17, 2021 (JTA) — Amid renewed tensions between
Russia and Ukraine, the leader of Ukraine drew parallels
between his nation and the Jewish people at an event orga-
nized by Jews in Kyiv.

“We know what it’s like not to have an own state. We know
what it means to defend one’s own state and land with
weapons in hand, at the cost of our own lives,” President
Volodymyr Zelensky, who is Jewish, said during a speech on
Wednesday.

Zelensky, an actor and comedian who was elected presi-
dent in 2019 thanks to many moderates who hoped he would
deescalate the conflict with Russia, made the comments dur-
ing the third annual Kyiv Jewish Forum, which is being
organized by the Jewish Confederation of Ukraine, a com-
munal body, with several partners.

“Both Ukrainians and Jews value freedom, and they work equally for the
future of our states to become to our liking, and not the future which oth-
ers want for us. Israel is often an example for Ukraine,” said Zelensky, who
did not mention Russia explicitly in his speech at the event, which was held
online due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The theme of this year’s confer-
ence was the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Ukraine and Israel.

In addition, Ukraine’s ambassador to Israel, Yevgen Korniychuk, told the
Times of Israel that Ukraine may recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital —
a goal Israel has been promoting intensively in recent years  — pending
some security-related conditions. Korniychuk did not specify those condi-
tions and has not replied to questions on the matter from the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency.

Haaretz quoted the ambassador as saying, “No foreign minister or
ambassador can call Jerusalem anything but the capital of Israel.”
However, there is little clarity on whether Korniychuk’s announcement
constitutes an official recognition by Ukraine of Jerusalem as Israel’s cap-
ital. Last year, Zelensky said that Ukraine is considering opening a trade
office in Jerusalem, which has not yet been opened. He also said that mov-
ing the embassy to Jerusalem is “currently not on the agenda.”

Security collaboration between Israel and Ukraine is a sensitive issue for
the Jewish state because Israel has vested security interests in maintaining
a constructive relationship with Russia, which is the most significant mili-
tary power on the ground in Syria. Israel, which also has close ties with
Ukraine, has attempted to remain neutral on the dispute in Eastern Europe.

Russia has amassed about 100,000 troops along its border with Ukraine,
according to Western intelligence agencies, prompting concerns of
renewed fighting there.

Ukraine and Russia have had a border dispute since 2014, when Russia
annexed Crimea, an area internationally recognized as belonging to
Ukraine. Russia is also facilitating the de-facto secession of two enclaves
along the Russian-Ukrainian border, which are being held by pro-Russian
rebels.

The conflict began with the overthrow of the government of former
Ukrainian president Viktor Yanukovych, labeled by his critics as a corrupt
Russian stooge. Russia reacted to the revolution, which intensified nation-
alist and anti-Russian sentiment in Ukraine, by invading Crimea and facil-
itating the secession of the two breakaway regions.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, who had justified the Russian invasion
as an action meant to safeguard minorities, including Jews, from Ukrainian
“fascists,” recently also referenced Israel in the context of his country’s
conflict with Ukraine. Putin suggested during a televised interview earlier
this year that Ukrainians and Russians are essentially the same people and
should unite as Jews have in Israel.  

Israeli President Isaac Herzog also attended the Kyiv forum, focusing his
speech on the need to fight antisemitism.

“We can never become complacent when it comes to
threats of violence or hateful assaults against our sisters
and brothers or against any human being,” Herzog said.
“We must also reiterate that this is not just a Jewish issue.
If allowed to fester, antisemitism ultimately lurks into
other forms of intolerance and hate. It poisons our soci-
ety and damages us all.”

The resurgence of nationalist sentiment in Ukraine has
strained Israel’s relations with that country, especially
when it comes to the veneration by the Ukrainian state of
people who fought alongside Nazi Germany in World
War II. Widely seen as patriots fighting against Russian
domination, individuals like Stepan Bandera and Roman
Shukhevych are celebrated in Ukraine with statues and

street names, with no mention of the complicity of their troops in the
Holocaust and other atrocities.

The former Israeli ambassador to Ukraine, Joel Lion, leveled intense crit-
icism at Ukrainian officials over this issue, saying repeatedly and publicly
that their actions on Nazi collaborators were “shocking and immoral.” Last
year, the Ukrainian foreign ministry responded when Gennady Nadolenko,
head of Ukraine’s diplomatic mission in Tel Aviv, advised Jerusalem to stay
out of “internal issues of Ukrainian politics,” labeling Israel’s protests
about the issue “counterproductive.”

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky 

Fox News removes cartoon depicting George
Soros as a puppet master after ADL complains
Dec. 16, 2021 JTA) — Fox

News removed a cartoon depict-
ing George Soros as a puppet
master from social media after the
Anti-Defamation League called
out the conservative news giant
for peddling antisemitic tropes.

“As we have told
@FoxNewsnumerous times, cast-
ing a Jewish individual as a pup-
pet master who manipulates
national events for malign pur-
poses conjures up longstanding antisemitic tropes about Jewish power and
contributes to the normalization of antisemitism,” the ADL wrote
Wednesday in a tweet. “This needs to be removed.”

The cartoon, by A.F. Branco, depicts Soros, a Holocaust survivor and a
billionaire philanthropist who gives mainly to liberal causes, as manipulat-
ing a Democratic district attorney holding up a sign saying “defund the
police” and a Democratic attorney general holding up a sign saying “no
bail.”

Fox removed the Facebook and Instagram posts that included the cartoon
later in the day. An ADL spokesman said the organization was glad to see
it gone, but did not know if it happened at their behest. The Jewish
Telegraphic Agency did not receive an immediate response to a query to
Fox News.

Soros has been the target of antisemitic conspiracy-mongering in recent
years.

Frequently a target of right-wing anger, Soros has funded electoral races
for progressive prosecutors. A number of these have favored measures
including ending cash bail, which progressive argues discriminates against
the poor who remain incarcerated because they cannot afford bail money.
Conservatives say the practice increases crime.
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Entertainment

Steven Spielberg, Tracee Ellis Ross among
Jewish Golden Globes nominees for 2022

Jews nominated for Golden Globes in 2021 include (L-R) Brett
Goldstein, Andrew Garfield and Alana Haim. (AppleTV+, Netflix, MGM) 

Dec. 13, 2021 (JTA) — The Golden Globes won’t be televised, but there
will be Jewish honorees — among them two directors at different stages of
their directing careers.

After numerous controversies have rattled the Hollywood Foreign Press
Association — from a “culture of corruption” to not a single Black mem-
ber — NBC decided it will not be airing the annual film and television
awards show this year, and its future is unclear. But the association went
ahead with announcing nominations Monday and plans to name winners
Jan. 9.

Here’s what you need to know about the Jewish nominees for the 2022
Golden Globes.

Two Jewish directors at different stages of their careers
Steven Spielberg‘s “West Side Story” received four nods, including best

picture (musical or comedy) and best director for Jewish director
Spielberg.

“West Side Story” is the musical film based on the 1957 musical from
Jewish creatives Jerome Robbins, Leonard Bernstein, Stephen Sondheim
and Arthur Laurents. Originally conceived as “East Side Story,” a conflict
between an Irish Catholic family and a Jewish family on the Lower East
Side, the musical features a rivalry between a white gang, the Jets, and a
Puerto Rican gang, the Sharks. Jewish Pulitzer Prize winner Tony Kushner
adapted the screenplay for 2021.

Competing against Spielberg in the best director category is Maggie
Gyllenhaal, for her directorial debut “The Lost Daughter,” an adaptation of
the Elena Ferrante novel of the same name. (The novel was translated into
English by Ferrante’s longtime collaborator, the Jewish translator Ann
Goldstein.) Gyllenhaal, 44, is the daughter of filmmakers Stephen
Gyllenhaal and Naomi Achs, and was born Margalit Gyllenhaal. While the
majority of her career has been in acting — she’s been nominated for four
Golden Globe acting awards — this film marks her transition into direct-
ing.

Jewish actors are nominated for breakout performances
Andrew Garfield’s star turn as American Jewish composer and lyricist

Jonathan Larson in “Tick, Tick … Boom!” earned him a nomination for
best actor in a motion picture (musical or comedy). Garfield, 38, was raised
in a British-American household and recently told an interviewer, “I iden-
tify more as Jewish than anything.” “Tick, Tick…Boom!” is also up for
best motion picture (musical or comedy).

Also in the acting movie nominees is Alana Haim for her role in Paul
Thomas Anderson’s “Licorice Pizza.” Haim, 29, is the youngest of the
three sisters in the band Haim, and her role as Alana Kane is her first
onscreen role. Anderson had directed Haim and her sisters in music videos,
and reached out to her in 2019 with a script for his ninth feature film.

The other Jewish nominees in the movie categories include Aaron
Sorkin, for his screenplay for “Being the Ricardos,” and Hans Zimmer, for
his score for “Dune.”

The Jewish stars of “Ted Lasso” and “Hacks” get the nod
British Jewish actor and writer Brett Goldstein earned his first-ever

Golden Globe nomination for his role as the gruff player-turned-coach Roy
Kent in “Ted Lasso,” the feel-good comedy from Apple TV+. Goldstein,
41, delivered a memorable speech when he won an Emmy for the role in
Srptember. He’s competing for the title of best supporting actor on TV.

Also making her Golden Globes debut is breakout Jewish comedian
Hannah Einbinder, nominated for her role in “Hacks.” Einbinder is com-
peting against her costar, Jean Smart. Einbinder told Alma, “As a comedi-
an, I really crave the ability to be sincere in my art form, and acting —
especially in a dark comedy, the way that this is — and having those dark-
er, more sincere moments is a form of self-expression that I didn’t know I
needed, but I do.”

Einbinder is competing against fellow Jewish actress Tracee Ellis Ross
for her role in “black-ish.” This is the second Golden Globe nomination for
Ross — she won in 2017 for the same role in the same category.
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Music ‘N’ Mavens

Rady JCC’s Music ‘N’ Mavens live Jan 18 - March 17! 

Winnipeg’s foremost daytime concert and speaker series is return-
ing to the Rady JCC. Winnipeggers will once again have the
opportunity to attend live speaker presentations and concerts pre-

sented by Manitoba’s top musical talents. 
On Tuesday January 18, Sir Luc and The Dukes opens the season with

Soul, Funk, and a little bit of Motown. Billed as a jazz fusion dance band
that performs funk soul and R&B, expect to hear the songs of Stevie
Wonder and Marvin Gaye amongst other great musicians. 

Thursday January 20, the Clara Trio features Minna Rose Chung, cello,
Kerry DuWors, violin, and Katherine Dowling, piano. The Singing Spirit
features the work of Ludwig van Beethoven, Clara Schumann, Marjan
Mozetich, Robert Schumann, and Felix Mendelssohn; extraordinary artists
who created at the springtime of Romanticism. 

On Tuesday January 25, Dr. Orysia Kulick is the first speaker on the
series. Lukashenko: What Is He Thinking? aims to clarify the evolving sit-
uation in Poland and Belarus, involving the migrants from the Middle East. 

Wednesday January 26, at 1:30 pm at Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre, the Nadia Douglas & Richard Boughton Duo present Oldies but
Goodies. 

Thursday January 27 is Second-Hand Intrigue: A Third-Generation
Treasure-Hunter Talks Shop. Laurie Lam co-wrote an essay for the
Winnipeg Free Press with Ingeborg Boyens, whose photo albums she
found in a North End thrift shop. The experience made her think about a
lifetime of second-hand shopping, and the unexpected connections that
come with rescuing the discarded objects of the world.

On Tuesday February 1, join us for Coffee Chat with Genny B. Genny
Sacco-Bak’s goal is to promote the rich and diverse coffee culture and com-
munity in Winnipeg and Manitoba, highlighting Manitoba small-batch
roasters.

Thursday February 3 is The Art of Being Funny. Doug Speirs’ humour
column, In the Doug House, appeared in the pages of the Winnipeg Free
Press three times a week starting in 2006. He was known for columns on
quirky news events, insights on raising teenagers, helpful insights on the

key differences between men and women and his penchant for spending up
to three hours floating in the bathtub.

On Tuesday February 8, Indian City is a seven-piece folk-pop band cap-
turing the spirit and pulse of a vibrant Indigenous culture. Featuring four
vocalists, with piano, bass, guitar, drums, and violin, this group teaches
about their culture through song.

Thursday February 10 The Monika Wall Ensemble takes the stage In
Celebration of Nina Simone. With Jonathan Alexiuk, piano, Richard Gillis,
trumpet, Mitchell Mozdzen, bass, and Jim Johnston, drums, this concert
showcases the bluesy gospel melodies of Nina Simone.

Tuesday February 15 we will discuss Rediscovering Roostertown. In his
23 years with CBC Winnipeg (and his 33 years with CBC nationally) Terry
MacLeod established himself as a respected, informed, inquisitive and
compassionate presence. Terry will be joined by Darrell Sais, special
Roostertown guest, for this presentation. 

Thursday February 17 is The Clarinet Summit featuring Schultz &
Gomon. After over 25 years of sharing a passion for the clarinet, Myron
Schultz and Naoum Gomon made it official by creating The Clarinet
Summit! Join the duo as they explore a varied repertoire of classical and
traditional music.

On Tuesday, February 22 please join us for Manitoba’s Polar Bears in a
Changing Climate. Dr. Stephen Petersen has been a wildlife biologist for
more than 20 years and the Director of Conservation and Research for
Assiniboine Park Zoo for the last 10 years. His department has been con-
ducting research in Churchill for almost a decade. 

Thursday February 24 Casati is a folk trio made up of Grace Hrabi, Jesse
Popeski, and Quintin Bart. These three graduates of the University of
Manitoba’s Jazz Studies program have put together the program With a 50s
and 60s Flair featuring Elvis Presley, The Beatles, and other artists that you
are sure to want to sing along to! 

(Continued on opposite page. See “Music ‘N Mavens”.)
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Tuesday March 1 is Zelensky and

Strategies for Dealing with Putin.
Myroslav Shkandrij’s presentation will

call attention to the rising tensions between Volodymyr Zelensky, President
of Ukraine and Vladimir Putin, President of Russia.

Thursday March 3 Ego Spank is comprised of Gilles Fournier, Murray
Pulver, and Daniel Roy.  Apples to Oranges- Hits from the 60s to the 80s
Reimagined takes famous hits and makes them sound even better than the
originals! 

Tuesday March 8. Have you ever heard The Beatles played on the harp?
How about Queen or Pearl Jam? In this program, Pops on the Harp,
Samantha Ballard will take you on a journey of pop music through the
ages, showing you a new side to the songs you know and love.

Thursday March 10 Connie Gitlin and Friends features Connie Gitlin,
clarinet, (presently based in Vancouver) joined by local Klezmer celebrities
Shayla Fink, piano and Kinzey Posen, bass. Connie, Shayla and Kinzey
will be performing music from the rich folkloric tradition of The Klezmer
Clarinet.

Tuesday March 15 Historic Crisis and Protest in Indian Agriculture:
Whither India? Radhika Desai, Professor, Department of Political Studies,
University of Manitoba, will address the political economy of the farmers’
protests. 

Thursday March 17 Dirty Catfish Brass Band will close out the Music
‘N’ Mavens season with A Trip to New Orleans. The crew strives to pay
homage to the New Orleans tradition by giving it a new audience in an
unsuspecting locale. But mostly, they just want you on your feet. 

Concert Passes are the best way to enjoy the series. Not only do they pro-
vide great savings -they permit you to bypass the lines and walk right into
the theatre! Music ‘N’ Mavens offers transportation for a nominal fee, by
advance registration.  Call 204 477 7534 for more information.

Please see the ad on the opposite page for ticket information. Rady JCC
programs take place at 2:00 pm. We are grateful to all our sponsors for
allowing Music ‘N’ Mavens to return to the Rady JCC stage. 

Music ‘N Mavens
(Continued from page 12.)

Israeli Orthodox rabbi who said children
should get vaccinated receives threats

Dec. 15, 2021 (JTA) — Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky, one of the top haredi
Orthodox rabbinical authorities in Israel, and his family have received
threats from anti-vaxxers after Kanievsky came out in support of vaccinat-
ing children ages 5-11 to protect against the coronavirus.

The threats have been communicated in phone calls, emails and letters,
according to a report by Ynet. Some have even tried to break into
Kanievsky’s home, the rabbi’s head of security told the Israeli news site.
Security around the home and surrounding the rabbi when he attends
events has been increased.

“Some people are trying to intimidate the ‘prince of Torah’ and his fam-
ily to change his decision regarding vaccines, but of course he is of the
opinion that it is necessary to get vaccinated,” Meir Gross, Kanievsky’s
head of security, told Ynet, using the rabbi’s honorific.

Kanievsky met with officials from Israel’s Ministry of Health on Nov. 25,
according to the Jerusalem Post. At that meeting, the officials asked for
Kanievsky’s support for the country’s child vaccination campaign. Due to
the higher birth rates in the haredi Orthodox community, a large portion of
Israeli children ages 5-11 are haredi.

At the meeting, Kanievsky gave his support for the vaccine drive and
said all children ages 5 and up should receive the coronavirus vaccine.
Kanievsky had previously given his support for vaccination of children
ages 12 and up over the summer when Israel began administering the vac-
cine to that age group.

Though Kanievsky has consistently come out in favor of the vaccines, his
varying directives to Israel’s haredi school system during the height of the
pandemic made him a polarizing figure. At times, Kanievsky said the
yeshivas should not close even as government officials ordered all schools
shut to slow the spread of the virus.

According to Ynet, Kanievsky’s grandson Yanky, who acts as a
spokesman and go-between for his 93-year-old grandfather, has received
threats on the street. People have reportedly yelled “You are murderers”
and have accused him of having “children’s blood” on his hands. The
grandson reportedly also received threats that his children would be raped.

Gross said security around Kanievsky would be tightened “to prevent the
next madman or the next threat who wants to approach the rabbi.”
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MARILYN BILLINKOFF
It is with great sadness

that our family
announces the passing of
Marilyn Walder Billinkoff
at the age of 67. Marilyn
passed away peacefully
on Tuesday, November
16, 2021 at the Saul and
Claribel Simkin Centre
following her battle with
Alzheimer’s disease.
Marilyn always had a
positive outlook on life,
and never complained

about her illness, and even planned to write a book
about her journey.

Marilyn graduated from the University of
Manitoba in 1979 with a degree in Law.  She began
her career at Walsh Micay, then moving to Arpin Co.
Seeking a new challenge, Marilyn became the CEO
of the Manitoba Real Estate Assoc., and later moved
to the Law Society of Manitoba, first as their
Director of Insurance and later as the Deputy CEO.
Marilyn loved and respected her coworkers at the
Law Society, and got particular enjoyment from the
Manitoba Bar Association’s annual “smoker” for
which she wrote song parodies and performed them
with her colleagues.  

Marilyn loved reading, travel, movies, and music.
She looked forward to getting together with friends
whether it be for dinners, concerts, or even just ice
cream.  She was an accomplished pianist as well as a
tireless worker who sat on many boards of directors,
including the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, the Virtuosi Concert
Series, and the Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education.
She also sat on many committees involving Lawyers
from across Canada through the Canadian
Federation of Law Societies, and easily developed
friendships with many lawyers from other provinces.

She will be greatly missed by her husband Lorne,
sister and brother-in-law Sharon Walder and Lorne
Pollock, father Allan Walder, children Alix Cramer
(Natan), Mitch Billinkoff, grandchildren Shalev,
Boaz and Nava, in-laws Louis and Ruth Billinkoff,
brother-in-law Errol Billinkoff, sister-in-law Susan
Billinkoff, and many other relatives and friends.  

Thank you to the Simkin Centre for the wonderful
care they provided to Marilyn. Also Dr. Janet Ritchie
who was Marilyn’s Doctor for many years and was
always available when Marilyn needed her.  We are
grateful to her care companions Irene, Shella, and
particularly Leena whom Marilyn had known for 22
years.

Marilyn’s funeral was held graveside at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery, Nov. 18, 2021. In lieu of
flowers, donations can be made to the Simkin
Centre, the Alzheimer’s Society, or other charity. 

HARRY MINUK
January 26, 1926 – December 4, 2021

Peacefully on Saturday, December 4, 2021, Harry
Minuk left this world for his eternal resting place at
the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery, officiated by Cantor
Tracy Kasner.

Pallbearers attending were Blake Minuk, Hayley
Trenholm, Kevin Minuk, Kim Bergman, Keith Levit,
and Doug West.

Harry is survived by his loving wife of 72 years,
Annette, his children, Arlene (Doug), Sheldon
(Shoshana), Jeffrey (Harriet); grandchildren,
Kimberley (Chris), Kevin (Simmie), Blake
(Chelsea), Hayley (Chris) and Harel; his great-
grandchildren, Kyler, Krewyn, Sonny and Charlotte;
sister Yetta Levit, and brother-in-law Jack
Rosenbaum.

He was predeceased by his parents, Berel and
Tybel, siblings, Norman (Goldie), Evie, Molly
(Norman), Clara (Max), and brother-in-law Jack
Levit and Jack Massie

Harry was truly a one of a kind individual. He had
a zest for life with a unique sense of humour. He
loved his "sayings". We will miss his "Harryisms".

He was a generous, loving man to his family. He
made an impression on everyone who met him. 

Harry made his mark as the owner of Bluebell
Grocery on Logan and Keewatin. He worked seven
days a week with a 12 hour day being a short day.
Annette worked by his side for many of those hours.
He sacrificed in the early years to reap the benefits
later in life with his family.

Harry and Annette literally travelled the world
from Alaska to Australia and all places in between.
Hawaii was his favourite probably going 40+ times.
He often said Aloha more than hello or goodbye.

Harry had many loving nicknames. His sisters and
brother referred to him as Osh, his customers as Mr.
Bluebell. His grandchildren as Zaida, a role he
excelled at.

All of his family often referred to him as Happy
Harry for his easygoing outlook. 

He will be sorely missed by his family and all
those who knew him.

May He Rest In Peace And
May His Memory Be Blessed.

ALOHA HARRY

ROSALIND S. WATERMAN 
November 17, 1936 – December 8, 2021. 

It is with deep sorrow
that we announce the
sudden passing of
Rosalind Waterman on
December 8th, 2021, at
the age of 85. 

She departed this world
peacefully, surrounded by
her four sons. Roz was a
devoted wife, mother,
and bubba. She is
survived by her loving
sons Jack, Bruce, David
(Angela), Marc (Wylie),

and her grandchildren Max, Joshua and Liora. She is
also survived by many loving nieces and nephews.
She was predeceased by her husband Daniel
Waterman, to whom she was married for 51 years,
her parents Marjorie and Jack Cristall, and sister
Donna Cipin. 

Roz was born in Edmonton and was the first
woman to have had a bat mitzvah in western Canada.
She moved to Winnipeg as a young woman to find
her way in life. 

In Winnipeg, Roz met the love of her life, Danny.
They married and together raised four active boys.
Family meant everything to Roz. She devoted her
life to her husband and to raising her children in a
Jewish home. She was known for her legendary
cooking and baking and for always ensuring a fresh
dessert with every meal. On Fridays, she would
prepare Shabbat dinner for the family.  Roz was a
lifetime member of Hadassah-WIZO.

Roz was open minded and accepting. Everyone
was welcome at her table. She had a wonderful sense
of adventure and was fun to be around.

Roz enjoyed weekends at Gimli with family and
friends, delighting her neighbors with her famous
apple cake.

She was an avid sports fan and enjoyed watching
hockey and football with her family. Over many
years, her family managed to successfully change
her allegiance from the Eskimos to the Bombers.

Roz and Danny loved bowling with their friends,
enjoyed travelling the world together and spending
time with family. 

Once Danny passed away, Roz reinvented herself
and developed a wider social group. She liked to
gather with friends to play Mahjong and Mexican
Train.

She spent a significant amount of time visiting her
kids in BC where she was able to enjoy quality time
with her grandchildren who meant the world to her.
She was the best Bubba. The children always looked
forward to her visits with excitement. They would
always have so much to tell her, and she would love
listening to their stories and playing with them. 

The funeral and burial service was held at Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery on Friday, December 10. The
pallbearers were Jeff Cipin, Jacqui Cipin, Caralyn
Cipin, Marla and Aubrey Dan and Greg Tugg.
Honorary pallbearers were Jennifer Tugg and Aviva
Cipin. Donations in Rosalind’s memory may be
made to the Heart and Stroke Foundation. 

She will always be remembered.

Donations in Harry’s memory can be made to the
Heart and Stroke Foundation or charity of your
choice.

�����������	��
���������
���������
� ����������
������������

�����������	�����
������
��������������������� ��
��������������������������������
����� !�
����

��"���
������������� ���
���
��"����������	�������
������
����	�����
�������
���



EDWARD HARRY LAZAR
March 27, 1924 – December 11, 2021

We lost a very special
member of our family on
December 11, 2021
when Edward Harry
Lazar passed away at the
age of 97. He is fondly
remembered by his
daughters Sharon
Batshaw (and her chil-
dren Leor, Doron, Paul,
and Yardena) and Rosalie
Lazar, (husband Irwin
Corobow and son
Jonathan), and his great

grandchildren, Davi, Asher, Emerson, and Ellyson
and his many nieces and nephews.  He was prede-
ceased by his wife Mary (Olin), his parents Louis
and Gertie Lazar, his son in law, Bernie Batshaw, and
his siblings Sam Lazar, Hilda Stern, Ronnie Lazar
and Lloyd Lazar.

Ed grew up on the family farm in Bird’s Hill,
Manitoba. the 1st generation of his family to be born
in Canada. He grew up at a time that was so much
harder- no running water, central heat or electricity.
His parents Gertie and Louis Lazar and his grand-
parents Rachel and Nathan Lazar and Moshe and
Sarah Daiter all immigrated to Manitoba from
Eastern Europe and became pioneer farmers.

He grew up loved by these people absorbing so
much of who they were-a brave generation of immi-
grants working hard to make a good life for their
family in new country. 

His work ethic was so strong- it started in his
childhood- milking cows daily on the family farm
before walking 2 and ½ miles to his elementary
school classes in Springfield.

It continued throughout his school years - taking
on more farm work- watering and herding cattle,
planting, harvesting and thrashing. 

As a young teenager he would ride his bike from
Birds Hill to Winnipeg with his brother Sam to work
unloading boxcars of coal for a few dollars and by
age 15 he had a steady job at the Transcona cordite
factory working long hours at a dangerous job mix-
ing explosives for the war effort. His work continued
at age 16 when he travelled to Prince Rupert B.C. to
work as a riveter at the CN ship yards, sending every
dollar he earned home for the rebuilding of his fam-
ily’s burned-out farm house. When he graduated
high school, he immediately volunteered with the
Canadian Armed Forces and sailed twice back and
forth across the dangerous North Atlantic where
there was always a risk of u boat attacks. He returned
to Canada to guard prisoners of war in North Western
Ontario and then volunteered and trained for the war
in the Pacific. After the war he travelled to work for
the Yukon Gold Corporation, running a power plant
to fuel gold dredging on the Klondike River. He
returned to Manitoba 3 years later and farmed in
Spingfield on land adjacent to his parents farm. He
then worked as an independent trucker and followed
that as the long-time owner of Variety Fruit Grocery
Store on Main Street. 

He valued his Jewish roots, celebrating the holi-
days with us, attending services, and was a frequent
visitor, financial supporter and volunteer at the
Simkin Center. In his later years he attended the
Simkin Centre Adult Day Program and valued the
friendships he forged with the staff (Heather) and
volunteers (Brenda). He carried with him the lessons
he learned from his parents and grandparents- he
spoke and understood Yiddish, and enjoyed using the
best humorous Yiddish expressions always with a
twinkle in his eye.

He valued family-he was there for his parents
especially so as they aged. He enjoyed his siblings
and their spouses and interacting with his many
nieces and nephews and their children. As the health
of his siblings failed, he was determined to be a reg-
ular visitor trying to brighten their days. He was the
last survivor of his siblings and our mother’s siblings
and missed them all so much- determined to keep
their memories alive with stories.

He was simply a very happy person. Almost every
time we would get together with my dad, right up
until he passed away, he would amaze us with the
clarity of his thoughts and memories from every
chapter of his life. His childhood and farm years, his
youth, his war years, his work life in the north and
here in Winnipeg, and his retirement years. He was a
master chronicler and story teller. 

In his later years, indeed right up to this summer,
you could find Ed sitting on his scooter down at the
lake near his house in Lindenwoods, watching the
birds on the lake, and he knew what each one was.
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First Yahrzeit

IRVIN (AVRAHAM) LABOVITCH A”H
who passed away
18th Teves 5781
January 2, 2021

Irvin (Avraham) Labovitch was born to Golda and
Joseph (Zelig) Labovitch in Winnipeg on 3 Tishrei
(Sept. 11, 1926). He was married over 50 years to his
wife, Rochel Dinah (Ruth) Stern, A”H. He was the
youngest of five siblings: Ethel (Al) Ross, Lou
(Edith) Labovitch, Jack (Fran) Labovitch, Rebecca
(Joe) Zilz, and Max (Loretta) Labovitch, A”H.

Like his older brothers he excelled in athletics,
particularly hockey. Irvin was one of only a few to
play Junior League Hockey in Winnipeg at the age of
16, which was indicative of advanced skill in the
sport. Irvin taught in the High School and Junior
High School divisions of the Winnipeg School
District, teaching at Daniel McIntyre, Aberdeen and
St. John’s, in chemistry and general science. Irvin
(Avraham) was an exceptional family member,
friend and shul member and is sorely missed by his
children, their spouses, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, their spouses and
sister-in-law and friends. Irvin (Avraham) is buried
at the Mount of Olives in Israel where he passed
away visiting his children and grandchildren.

LARRY KRAITBERG
 November 7, 1939 - December 8, 2021

It is with great sadness we announce the peaceful
passing of Larry, beloved husband of Joan; father of
Noreen (Brian), Cheryl and Bryan (Sonia);
grandfather of Eric and Chase. He is also survived by
his siblings, Zelda Doell, Sid (Ruth) Kraitberg, Hy
(Terri) Kraitberg and Annette (Wayne) Nowe, as well
as numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.

Larry was predeceased by the mother of his
children Pearl (nee Jacobson), his parents, Jack and
Mamie, his brothers, Charlie, Morris and Max and
his sisters, Ida McElrea and Shirley Velin.

Larry was the heart of the family, always keeping
everyone in touch and always there to give a hand.

A private graveside service was held on Friday,
December 10 at Rosh Pina Memorial Park. 

SYLVIA LAVITT
Sylvia Lavitt, of

Winnipeg, MB, passed
away peacefully,
surrounded by family on
Sunday, December 19,
2021 at the age of 93. 

She is survived by her
children Carey (Bernie),
Frank (Ahava), Gail
(Ron), grandchildren
Jennifer (Mat Kostrinsky),
Farrah (Ryan O’Colman),
Sam (Rachel) Simkin,
Carli (Jason Kirkorsky),

Andrew Worb, and Samantha Worb, and great-
grandchildren, Hank and David Kostrinsky and
Jonah, Penina, and Vered Simkin. She was
predeceased by her loving and devoted husband,
Joey, her parents, Sam and Pearl Sholom Gunn, and
her sister, Anne. 

Sylvia led a full and vibrant life. Gifted at math,
she worked at H&R Block and Revenue Canada. We
will forever remember her jovial laugh and smile,
which would always light up any room. She was
passionate about playing bridge, swimming, and
watching the Blue Bombers and Jeopardy! She also
enjoyed traveling and spent winters in Palm Springs,
California. Yet, her greatest pleasure was spending
time with her family.

Funeral services and burial were held on Monday,
December 20, 2021 at Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.
Pallbearers were Bernie and Sam Simkin, Cole
Gunn, Hart Kaplan, and Craig and Riley Pasternak.
Honorary pallbearers were Mat, Hank, and David
Kostrinsky, Ryan O’Colman, Jason Kirkorsky, Jonah
Simkin, Sid Halpern, Bernie Gunn, Fivie Gunn,
Howard Lavitt, Harvey Garfinkel, and Russ Lavitt.
The family wishes to extend our deepest gratitude to
Rabbi Altein for his meaningful tribute and to the
staff at Shaftesbury Park Retirement Residence and
the staff at Health Sciences Center for their
compassionate care. Shiva was observed privately by
the family.

Donations to honor Sylvia’s memory may be made
to the Lubavitch Center, 1845 Mathers Avenue,
Winnipeg, MB R3N-0N2. Tel: (204) 339-8737.
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In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LOU LEIBL
who passed away

December 27, 2002
22 Days in Tevet

You are missed every day
We remember your strong spirit
Wisdom and encouragement
May your soul be at peace

With much love
— Your family and friends

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLA
MANDELL

who passed away on
January 15, 2001

20 Tevet 5761
In our hearts your memory
lingers
Always tender, fond and true
There's not a day dear mother
We do not think of you
Treasured still with love sincere
Memories of her we loved so
dear
Always so good, unselfish and
kind
Few on this earth her equal
we'll find.
— Lovingly remembered and
very sadly missed by your
family.

He loved nature and being outside to see it made him 
very happy.

We would like to thank his companions Trina and
Linda who enriched his life when he became house-
bound as well as the WRHA Home Care Program for
their support of Ed as his health failed. A thank you as
well to Dr. Goldberg of the Fort Garry Access Centre
who cared for him as his primary care physician. 

The pallbearers for Ed were his grandchildren,
Leor, Paul, Yardena, Jonathan and his nephews
Matthew and Gary Lazar. We would like to thank
Rabbi Kliel Rose of the Etz Chaim Synagogue for
officiating at the funeral and his kind words of com-
fort to the family. 

If you would like to make a donation in his memo-
ry, please consider the Simkin Centre Personal Care
Home or the charity of your choice. 
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE (CHANA)
BURSTEN
who passed away

December 24, 1994
21 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ESTHER
GOODMAN

who passed away
December 27, 1998

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In Memoriam
5th   Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LIBBY
GREENFIELD

who passed away
January 22, 2017
24 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchild, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC HILF
who passed away
January 5, 1983

20 Days in Tevet, 5743
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his grandchildren
Mel and Esther Verin and
great-grandchildren Jeremy
and Tanya.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SARA (RABER)

HOCHMAN
who passed away

December 28, 2002
23 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

We light the twenty-second
yahrzeit candle in loving

memory of

BILL
KAMINSKY

who passed away
December 28, 1999

19 days in Tevet
Your spirit lives on and always
will.
Times you laughed, gave advice
or just listened echo in the
memories of all those whose
lives you touched.
You will always be remembered
- your legacy will live on.
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by your loving wife,
children, grandchildren
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHELDON KOHN

who passed away
December 29, 1983

24 Days in Tevet, 5744
His devotion, his inspiration, his
smile gladdened the hearts of those
who had the privilege of loving him.
— Dearly missed by Sheila,
Steven and Andrea,  family
and friends.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DAVID RABB
who passed away

Dec. 31, 2020
16 Days in Teveth 5781

There isn’t a day we don’t think
about you.
Your strength to survive, love
of life, and devotion to family
lives on in all of us.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
& grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY (HASH)
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
December 28, 1996

19 Days in Tevet
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MARSHA
SCHWARTZMAN

who passed away
Dec. 25, 2020

10 Days in Tevet
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,  children,
grandchildren, family,
 and countless friends.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONDA
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
January 4, 2005
24 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
daughters, sons-in-law,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOLLY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
January 4, 2002
20 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren

With happy and loving
memories of our beautiful

CLARIBEL
SIMKIN

who passed away
January 6, 1991
20 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered by her
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughter Nikki.

In Memoriam

'BECKY'
REBECCA SPRINTZ

who passed away
January 24, 1987

23 Days in Tevet, 5747

In Memoriam

AL
SPRINTZ
who passed away
March 15, 2012

21 days in Adar I

In loving memory of

Memories of you will never die,
as the years roll on and the days go by

— Always in our hearts, their loving children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK
ZIPURSKY
who passed away

December 25, 2015
13 days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family & friends.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DECEMBER 29

In loving memory of

MEL CRAVEN
who passed away
January 24, 2004
2 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
always remembered by his
wife, children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM POLLOCK
who passed away

December 28, 1980
22 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.
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In Memoriam

DOV
PERLOV

who passed away
January 24, 2004
1 Day in Shevat

YOCHEVED
(JEANETTE)
PERLOV

who passed away
October 11, 2002
24 Days in Tishrei

In loving memory of

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

LORETTA
LABOVITCH

who passed away
March 9, 2008

3rd day in Adar, 5768

In loving memory of

Our hearts still ache with sadness
And silent tears do flow

And what is meant to lose you, no one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

MAX
LABOVITCH

who passed away
January 14, 2018

27th day of Tevet, 5778

In Memoriam

ELKA PELTZ
Oct. 27, 2013

23rd day of Cheshvan

DAVID PELTZ
In loving memory of

— Sadly missed by their children and grandchildren.

March 12, 2014
10th day of Adar

who passed away

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

HY KELLER
who passed away
January 12, 2018,
25th day of Tevet

It has been four years and we
still miss you very much. We
know that you are with us in
spirit. You taught us the value
of family and to be there for
each other and to always be
happy with what we have and
to have a good work ethic. We
love you very much and know
that you loved us.
—Loving remembered and
forever in our hearts and sadly
missed by your wife, Edna,
your children, grandchildren
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JERRY
GOLDENBERG

who passed away
January 5, 2016
25 Days in Tevet

— Always in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife Beth,
children, grandchildren,
brothers & family.

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAUL LESZCZ
who passed away
January 9, 2005
28 Days in Tevet

Always in our hearts and
thoughts.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAYE SETTLER
who passed away
January 21, 2004
27 Days in Tevet

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

ROSE JACOB
who passed away
January 6, 2014

5 days in Shevat, 5774
(corresponding to
January 7, 2022)

— Forever missed by their children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

IRVIN (ITZ) JACOB
who passed away
January 12, 2016

2 days in Shevat, 5776
(corresponding to
January 4, 2022)

ISRAEL “IZZY”
SHAPIRO
Who passed away
January 2, 2011
26 Tevet 5771

11th Yahrzeit

SHIRLEY
SHAPIRO
Who passed away
February 28, 2012

5 Adar 5772

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

– Sorely missed & never forgotten by your family and friends.
Never more than a thought away.

In Memoriam

JUDITH
VERES

who passed away
December 2, 1998
13 Days in Kislev

DR. ALEXANDER
VERES

who passed away
January 31, 2010
16 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

— Ever loved, remembered and missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

23rd Yahrzeit 12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MAX DUCHON
who passed away
January 26, 2020

1 Day in Shevat 5781
—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
32nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SONIA
NIMCHONOK

who passed away
January 26, 1990
1 day in Shevat

—Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.
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Canadian news

A new Canadian Jewish faculty group opposes
the IHRA definition of antisemitism

By JEREMY APPEL
Dec. 12, 2021 (CJN) A new coalition of

Jewish academics has formed to reject the
International Holocaust Remembrance
Association’s (IHRA) definition of anti-
semitism, which members say has been used to
stifle certain criticisms of Israel, representing an
affront to academic freedom.

The impetus for the foundation of the Jewish
Faculty Network (JFN) was the Canadian
Association of University Teachers’ unanimous
vote  at its annual council meeting on Nov. 26 to
oppose IHRA’s adoption at post-secondary
institutions.

Over 170 Jewish faculty at Canadian universi-
ties and colleges signed a letter opposing the
IHRA definition, the JFN’s website states.

Although the IHRA definition states that
“criticism of Israel similar to that leveled
against any other country cannot be regarded as
antisemitic,” seven of the 11 examples of anti-
semitism it provides pertain to Israel, including
“claiming that the existence of a State of Israel
is a racist endeavor.”

The JFN launched publicly on Dec. 9, with a
news conference featuring several of its found-
ing members, co-hosted by University of
Toronto geographer Deborah Cowen and
University of Alberta linguist Robert Kirchner.

(You can watch a video of the news confer-
ence at https://youtu.be/FiojTwVqd6M.)

Cowen said the coalition is united in its
“shared commitment to social justice and acad-
emic freedom, recognizing that both are core to
the Jewish tradition, as well as our academic
scholarship and activism.”

“This entails respecting a diversity of Jewish
voices, as well as the views of Palestinian, Arab
and Muslim faculty and students,” she said.

U o fT anthropologist Alejandro Paz said he
heard “different narratives about how the State
of Israel was formed” for the first time as an
undergraduate at Queen’s University. 

“There are many organizations and political
leaders in Canada today who want to make it
impossible for university and high school stu-
dents to have the academic freedom to hear…
the kinds of criticisms that shocked me as an
18-year-old,” said Paz.

Jillian Rogin, a law professor at the

University of Windsor, said the dismissal of
harsh criticism of Israel as antisemitic runs
counter to Jewish traditions.

“Being Jewish means, fundamentally… to
question, to debate and to never, ever uncritical-
ly accept any authority in any manifestation,”
Rogin said her father taught her.

Hebrew University historian Amos Goldberg
pointed towards the Trump administration’s use
of IHRA as a basis for cracking down on pro-
Palestinian speech on university campuses, as
well as the definition’s use as a pretext to shut
down a 2019 charity race for Gaza in London,
U.K., and its use by NGO Monitor to label
Israeli human rights group B’tselem as antise-
mitic.

Through his experiences in the Israeli mili-
tary, Goldberg said he came to the view that
Zionism is a “moral dead end.”

“Nobody has to agree with me about that, but
I don’t want anyone to call me an antisemite,”
he said.

The Canadian federal government, as well as
provincial governments in Ontario and Quebec,
have adopted IHRA.

A report by U of T’s Antisemitism Working
Group, released earlier this month, recommends
against adopting any definition of antisemitism.

Roni Gechtman, an Israeli historian at
Halifax’s Mount Saint Vincent University,
pointed towards the Jerusalem Declaration on
Antisemitism  as an alternative to IHRA, which
distinguishes between antisemitism and anti-
Zionism while recognizing where they can
overlap.

Martin Sampson, a spokesperson for the
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, which has
been one of the foremost Canadian organiza-
tions pushing for the adoption of IHRA by var-
ious bodies, rejects the notion that it has been,
or will be, used to censor pro-Palestinian per-
spectives.

“[IHRA] enables authorities at all levels to
identify antisemitic incidents clearly and effec-
tively in their respective spheres,” Sampson
said.

“The ability to identify antisemitism empow-
ers governments and individuals to stand up
against it, ensuring it does not take further root
in our society.”

Greek-Jewish archives return home nearly 80 years after they were looted by the Nazis

Dec. 20, 2021 (JTA) — The
Greek-Jewish community is cele-
brating the return of a trove of
manuscripts and community doc-
uments that the Nazis had stolen
nearly 80 years ago.

The Central Board of Jewish
Communities in Greece (KIS)
announced in a statement earlier
this month that Russia, who was
in possession of the archives, has
agreed to return them to their
Mediterranean origin, after a
diplomatic process supported by Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis.

Nazis looted Thessaloniki, formerly home to one of
Europe’s most vibrant Jewish communities, on July 11, 1942.
The Soviet Union came into possession of the archive after
their capture of the city on April 23rd, 1945. They took them
to Moscow where they remained to be inherited by the
Russian federation after the USSR’s dissolution in 1991. 

“Our history returns home!” the Board wrote in the state-
ment. “Greek Jews with immense emotion welcome the deci-
sion of the Russian President Putin that Russia returns the
pre-War archives of the Greek Jewish Communities, and
especially the archive of the Jewish Community of
Thessaloniki.”

According to KIS, the archives include
books and religious artifacts from 30 syna-
gogues, libraries and communal institutions
in Thessaloniki.

Before the Holocaust, Thessaloniki was
one of the most Jewish cities in Europe with
a Jewish majority or plurality for much of
the 19th century. The city’s Jewish commu-
nity was primarily Sephardic, though it also
included a small community of Romaniotes,
Judeo-Greek speakers from Greece and
Turkey who predated the Sephardic migra-
tion to the area after their expulsions from

Spain in 1492.  

During the spring and summer months of 1943, almost all
of Thessaloniki’s Jews were deported to Auschwitz, where
most perished. 

“For the Greek Jewry these archives bring light to its his-
toric course, sacred heirlooms of the light of life and the dark-
ness of the looting and the Holocaust,” KIS said. “Their resti-
tution would mean Justice and would transmit knowledge
about a part of the Greek people that contributed to the
progress of the country and no longer exists, that of the
60.000 Greek Jews who were deported to and exterminated in
the Nazi death camps.”

A Jewish family in Thessaloniki in 1917.
(Elias Petropoulos/Wikimedia Commons)

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARION
MASARSKY

who passed away
January 12, 1999

25 of Tevet
— Remembered on this
twenty-third Yahrzeit and
always by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
GENASKE
who passed away
January 3, 2020
 6 Days in Tevet

In life we loved you dearly,
In death, we do the same.
You are loved beyond words
And missed beyond measure.
Always remembering the love
you brought to us.
—Mother Lorraine Daiter,
brother Larry (Kathleen),
niece Shalia, brother  Randy
(Leigh Anne),  and nephew
Micah

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN ZION KATZ
who passed away
January 17, 2007
27 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX (MENDEL)
WINESTOCK

who passed away
January 21, 2001

27 days in Tevet 5761
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

21st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

NORMAN
ODWAK

who passed away
January 18, 2020
21 Days in Tevet

You are always in our hearts.
—Lovingly remembered by
your wife, children,
grandchildren, and family
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By BERNIE BELLAN

Ten years ago Heather Perlov (who
was Heather Oliphant at the time)
was asked by a friend who knew

how much Heather loved to wear cos-
tumes whether she could come to a chil-
dren’s party dressed as a princess and
entertain the children there.

Heather had always had a love for
dressing up in costumes ever since she
herself was a little girl, so the idea of
attending a children’s party dressed as a
princess was something she took to quite
naturally.

“My mom had always designed differ-
ent costumes for me growing up, so I had
lots of costumes,” Heather explains.

That initial party proved so successful that it wasn’t long before Heather
found herself being asked to attend more and more parties.

“I had so many different costumes -  clown, princess, fairy, and so
on…One weekend I played nine different characters,” Heather says.

And, while Heather did consider going full time into theatre  - having
spent some time in Kayla Gordon’s Winnipeg Studio Theatre, it wasn’t
long before she realized that the idea of turning what was at first just a fun
idea into a full time career took fruition.

“As much as I loved theatre, I didn’t think it would turn into a career,”
Heather notes

“I started hiring others who had backgrounds in theatre to start going to
parties in costume. They would do face painting, put on glitter tattoos, sing
songs, read stories…” and soon, “Heather’s Pretty Parties” took off – with
at one time over 40 different performers ready to attend children’s parties
all over the city.

“Before Covid we would do as many as 25-30 parties a weekend,” she
adds.

In time her business grew into a $200,000 a year business, Heather says,
although that volume of business decreased somewhat as a result of Covid.

When asked what age groups she caters to primarily, Heather answers
that “it’s generally kids age three-eight”, although she does say that at times
they do parties for older kids as well.

As a result of the success of her business, Heather was one of 150 differ-
ent women nominated for the title of  “Woman Entrepreneur of the Year”
in 2021.  The idea of celebrating female entrepreneurs is something that has
been promoted by the Women Business Owners of Manitoba for over 20
years.

Heather ended up being one of 14 finalists for the award and, although
she didn’t win, she is proud of making the final group.

Aside from her career providing entertainment for children’s parties,
Heather herself is now a mother. Married to Daniel Perlov, whom she met

when she was a server at
the Olive Garden,
Heather and Daniel are
parents to two children:
six-year-old Oliver (who
attends Gray Academy),
and two and a half year
old Eden.

Heather also says that
she was very involved in
Scottish culture as a
youngster, performing
as a dancer for years at
the Scottish Pavilion in
Folklorama. While she
certainly values Scottish

culture, Heather says she is also very much involved in Jewish culture
through such activities as PJ Library.

“We’ve got a great balance of cultures going on,” she notes. 

As far as how word of Heather’s Pretty Parties spread throughout
Winnipeg goes, it’s been both word of mouth and social media that have
contributed to the success of her business, Heather says.

Unfortunately, as much as Heather herself would have liked to be active-
ly involved in entertaining at children’s parties this year, she says she tore
her Achilles Tendon this past summer, so her role has been limited to
attending to the business side of things.

With a vibrant website and an active presence on both Facebook and
Instagram, despite the dampening effect that Covid has had on so many
activities, Heather says she has been gradually building back her business
to the point where she is quite busy again. And the fact that she is able to
provide employment for anywhere from 20-25 young performers, almost
all of whom have a theatre background, means that Heather’s Pretty Parties
is able to combine providing some good part-time income for many young
people with a vocation that they love.

Business news
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Heather Perlov of “Heather’s Pretty Parties” one of 14 finalists for
Manitoba Woman Entrepreneur of the Year Award
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Some of the performers who appear at
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Israel may bar travel to United States as NY
consulate staff walloped by latest COVID wave

Dec. 19, 2021 (JTA) — Israel’s Health Ministry has recommended bar-
ring Israelis from traveling to the United States due to the outbreak of the
Omicron coronavirus variant there.

Over a dozen staff members of the Israeli Consulate in New York have
tested positive, according to The Times of Israel. That number includes
Asaf Zamir, Israel’s consul general in New York, who had recently attend-
ed the Israeli-American Council’s annual conference in Florida.

Nearly 150 members of Israel’s Knesset, or parliament, entered quaran-
tine over the weekend after coming into contact with people who tested
positive for the virus, according to The Times of Israel.

The government is set to vote on the recommendation Sunday evening
and, if the recommendation is accepted, the travel restrictions would go
into effect Wednesday.

Foreign travelers have been barred from visiting Israel, with few excep-
tions, since a travel ban was imposed on Nov. 28.

The decision to bar travel to the United States comes as the Omicron
variant is projected to quickly become the dominant variant in several
countries, including the United States. It also follows the arrival of a flight
from the United States in which nearly 10% of the passengers tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus, according to Haaretz. Most of the cases on the
plane were suspected to be from the Omicron variant.

In addition to adding the United States to the list of “red” countries to
which Israelis are barred from traveling to, the Health Ministry also rec-
ommended banning travel to Canada, Portugal, Turkey, Germany,
Hungary, Morocco and Belgium.
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Barb Winestock’s cheerfully irreverent attitude toward her fight with cancer

Profile

By BERNIE BELLAN

In July 2019 Barb Winestock was
diagnosed with a form of cancer
known as Glioblastoma.

Here is a description of
Glioblastoma: “Glioblastoma is an
aggressive type of cancer that can
occur in the brain or spinal cord.
Glioblastoma forms from cells
called astrocytes that support nerve
cells.

“Glioblastoma can occur at any
age, but tends to occur more often
in older adults. It can cause worsen-
ing headaches, nausea, vomiting
and seizures.

“Glioblastoma, also known as
glioblastoma multiforme, can be
very difficult to treat and a cure is
often not possible. Treatments may
slow progression of the cancer and
reduce signs and symptoms.”

At the time that Barb was diag-
nosed, the prognosis she was given
was bleak: She likely had 18 months
left to live at best, she was told.

She began radiation treatments almost immediately. “Every day for four
weeks, I received radiation treatments,” Barb explains.

But the radiation treatments are so dangerous that the slightest movement
in the patient’s head could cause the treatment to go awry. So, patients are
fitted with special masks whose purpose is to hold the patient’s head per-
fectly in place.

Here is an explanation of the mask’s purpose: “If your doctor has recom-
mended radiation treatment (or radiotherapy) for cancer of the head, neck
or brain, you will likely need a custom-made radiation mask to wear dur-
ing your treatments.”

“ ‘The purpose of the mask is to hold your head and neck still and in

exactly the right position dur-
ing treatment,’ says Patti
Chapin, a radiation therapy
technologist in Roswell Park’s
Radiation Medicine depart-
ment (located in Buffalo, New
York). ‘It helps us to deliver
the radiation beam precisely to
the tumor and limit damage to
healthy tissues nearby. The
mask is your friend.’”

It’s been two and a half
years since Barb Winestock
was first diagnosed and, while
she experiences fatigue and
headaches, she says she has
defied the odds and is still
alive.

Barb is also a longtime artist.
The home she shares with hus-
band Larry is replete with
paintings and other samples of

her artwork.
But, if there is one piece of art of which she is most proud, it is the mask

whose purpose was to protect her during her radiation treatments and
which Barb has cheerfully decorated. The mask now sits on an equally
whimsical demonstration of her talent: a cleverly designed table that greets
anyone entering the Winestock home on McAdam Avenue, which she
designed years ago (along with Ethel Amihude) when Barb was an occa-
sional substitute teacher at Gray Academy.

Anyone who has experienced cancer carries with them that experience
every day of their live, but in Barb Winestock’s case, while nothing is for
certain, the cheerfully irreverent mask that she proudly displays (and which
reminded this writer of the kind of mask that a Mexican wrestler might
wear) is a demonstration of the upbeat attitude that she carried with her into
her fight with cancer two and a half years ago, and which she continues to
wage.

BARB WINESTOCK
with table she designed while
working at Gray Academy (with
mask she wore during radiation
treatments)

close-up of the mask Barb wore dur-
ing radiation treatments, which she
painted following her treatments
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Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.
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Yiddish explanation
This winter (starting January 17) I will be teaching the

course “Love, Death and Afterlives: Yiddish Culture in
Pre-World War II Eastern Europe” at the University of
Manitoba. Every Tuesday and Thursday, between 1:2:15
(Winnipeg time), we will read and analyze the master-
pieces of Yiddish literature, film, and song. Come learn
the real meaning of such expressions as “Bobe Mayse”
and “Sholem Aleichem”. No knowledge of Yiddish is
required and for more details contact the Judaic Studies
Program:  judaic_studies@umanitoba.ca

Jewish Radio Hour 
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30

PM  at 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com  Although the sta-
tion will broadcast in both the old and new frequencies for
several months everyone is encouraged to listen at 92.7
FM. 

Best wishes for 2022 from The Jewish Radio
Hour.  Rochelle Zucker will host both segments on
December 26th and January 2nd. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site:

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg

Construction unearths parts of Crimean
synagogue long thought to be destroyed

Dec. 17, 2021 (JTA) — The renovation of a hospital in
an area that Russia seized from Ukraine in 2014 yielded
the discovery of parts of a 19th-century synagogue that
was thought to have been completely destroyed.

The synagogue in Bilohirsk, a city in central Crimea,
was built in the middle of the 19th century by and for
Krymchaks, a Jewish minority who related to to Karaites,
another dwindling Jewish group, and are believed to be
descended from Georgian Jews.

In 2007, the Euro-Asian Jewish Congress estimated
there were only 300 Krymchaks in Ukraine, when Crimea
was still controlled by that country. Russia invaded and
annexed the territory in 2014.

In the early 20th century, Communist officials shut
down the synagogue and turned it into a warehouse.
Later, a hospital built at the location was heavily bombed
during World War II, then rebuilt. All traces of the build-
ing’s previous function were thought to have been
destroyed.

So construction workers were astonished to discover a
circular metal frame with a Star of David locked inside it
during renovations at the hospital last month. Boasting a
diameter of 9 feet, the frame was trapped in a slab of con-
crete and once was one of the synagogue’s several stained
glass windows. An expensive and elaborate feature, it
reflected the relative wealth of the Krymchak community
during what many historians consider its heyday.

The window’s arch also survived, leading to a reassess-
ment of the construction plan so that engineers can pre-
serve what remains of the former synagogue, the
Crimea24 broadcaster reported.

As all other Jewish communities, the Krymchak one
suffered under communism. But the Nazis nearly
destroyed it and the Karaites. Now, only a few hundred
people, most of them middle aged, identify as Karaites or
Krymchaks.

The rich history of Crimean Jewry has not been thor-
oughly documented, Mikhail Kizilov, a historian who
specializes in Karaite history, told Crimea24 that aired
last month about the find.

“Little is known about who built our synagogues. For
example, there were about 12 synagogues in Simferopol,
but we have no data on the architects of any of them,” he
said about the capital city of Crimea. “And there are prac-
tically no photographs,”

Earlier this year, Ukrainian President Voldymyr
Zelensky unveiled a bill that he said was designed to pre-
serve the heritage of the Krymchaks, the Karaites and the
Tatars, a Muslim people.

But by designating those groups “indigenous peoples,”
Zelensky, who is himself Jewish, angered Russia, which
zealously guards the interests of Ukraine’s ethnic Russian
minority.
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Israel report
Bruce Brown. A Canadian. And an Israeli. Made

Aliyah a long time ago. Happily married to a
beautiful sabra and with two grown kids. Bruce
works in Israel’s high tech sector by day and, in
spurts, is a somewhat inspired writer by night. He
won the 2019 American Jewish Press Association
Simon Rockower Award for excellence in writing.
Bruce is now blogging for The Jewish Post &
News; his beat….reflections on life in Israel. For
comments on his blog, Bruce can be contacted at

rfi91blog@gmail.com

Dec. 18 Beautiful
The Miss Universe pageant is over with a beautiful bang.  And the mid-

dle finger salute to all those Boycott, Divest and Sanction, anti-Semitic,
anti-Israel naysayers.  Congratulations to the beautiful, bright and charm-
ing Miss India.  Our new Miss Universe.  And thanks to the eighty beauti-
ful ladies and their countries for joining us here.  Although, like the rest of
the country, I actually slept through my 2AM alarm to watch the show.
Broadcast at that hour to hit the more comfortable North American time
zones.  A boon to Israel in general.  Where the beautiful contestants toured.
Often photographed posing alongside the beautiful landscape or next to
inspiring historical and biblical landmarks.  And to Eilat in specific, where
the extravaganza was held.  Our beautiful desert oasis stretching along the
beautiful Red Sea coast, lined with rare and beautiful  coral reefs.  Bringing
in hard needed tourist dollars (those beautiful greenbacks) and creating a
positive buzz about the beauty; both of the contestants and Israel itself.   As
Mark Twain wrote in “Innocents Abroad”, “there is no beauty like the
beauty of Jerusalem”.  And this week that beauty was shared on the Miss
Universe pageant’s cat walk in Eilat.  Echoed by Steve Harvey, the show’s
host, “we are in the beautiful country of Israel.  This country has so much
history…and this is one of the most beautiful stages I’ve ever been on, and
I’ve been on a lot of stages”.   600 million viewers in 172 countries saw
images of Israel, the beautiful Israel, which the nightly news barely
(hmmm, pun here?) broadcasts.  Used beauty/beautiful eighteen shameless
times!   

++++
Went with friends to Reshta, a restaurant serving classic Arab cuisine and

located in the village of Ein Rafa.  Not too far from Jerusalem.  The food
was pretty good, serving classic Arab dishes with lots of zaatar and sumac.
The service was friendly, if not a bit slow.   The atmosphere was very
authentic.   And I’m not referring to the handsome minaret and mosque
located next door.   Rather the broken roads.   The garbage strewn streets.
The lack of real sidewalks.   The aura of a decaying infrastructure and a
struggling local economy.  This, unfortunately, is the authentic atmosphere
in our Arab villages and cities today.   Time for the government of change,
with the leadership of MK (Knesset Member) Mansour Abbas, leader of
Ra’am - the United Arab List, to ensure some long needed investment in
our Arab towns.  Then, when referring to atmosphere, the focus will be on
the restaurant or the adjacent minarets.  Not the broken streets.  For dessert,
I asked for some crème bruleé.  Was just being silly.  For that need some
pricey French restaurant in Tel Aviv.  Parity now!

++++
The Tehran Times recently published a map of Israel with dozens of red,

pinpoint targets next to the headline “just one wrong move!”  A direct threat
to Israel in the very high stakes game of rhetorical one-upmanship.  And in
a neurotic, middle-child, sense of being left out.   I was disappointed that
my city was not on the map.  Hey, we’re a major urban center in Israel.  Not
unlike the others marked for destruction.  In the meantime I commend the
Safed chief rabbi’s recent call to prayer for the destruction of Iran’s nuclear
program.  Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu…you got that right!  As part of my own
family’s Friday evening Shabbat prayers, we already include the blessings
for Israel’s Defense Forces and the State of Israel.  I should check with the
good rabbi to which specific prayer he is referring.

++++
Speaking of sleeping through alarms.  A few days later I also missed my

2AM alarm for the Grey Cup game.  Congratulations to the Blue Bombers
on a beautiful win. 

Regards from Israel,
Bruce 

Dec. 11 Vote Shas
  Amir Peretz was named CEO of Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI),

Israel’s largest defense company. Peretz certainly has an impressive career.
Past leadership positions include Mayor of Sderot, Deputy Prime Minister
and Labor Party head. He was also Defense Minister when he was caught
looking through binoculars with the caps still on. Like in a Saturday morn-
ing Loony Tunes cartoon. He was also a proud socialist. Serving as chair-
person of the Histadrut, Israel’s General Federation of Labor, in 1995 for
six years. Now, as IAI CEO, Peretz is tasked with taking the company pub-
lic. Good luck comrade.

 ++++ Why do Israeli leaders tend to snub the rules. And often times the
law. From the 1977 Dollar Account Affair when then Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin stepped down over the discovery of his wife’s U.S. bank
account. To former Prime Minister Ehud Olmert serving jail time in 2016
for bribery and obstruction of justice during his earlier term as Mayor of
Jerusalem. To previous President Reuven Rivlin and Prime Minister
Netanyahu - currently standing trial for breaking some rules of law- host-
ing extended family members for their respective 2020 Passover seders
during a mandated Covid 19 lockdown. To current Prime Minister
Bennett’s family taking a blatantly, rule-breaking overseas vacation while
he encouraged the nation to curtail foreign travel. Admittingly a big differ-
ence between breaking laws and transgressing rules. But in any case brings
to mind Marie Antoinette’s famous admonition to ‘let them eat cake’ on the
eve of the 1789 French Revolution. A quote often associated with the cal-
lousness of power.   ++++ Ze’ev Elkin, our Housing and Construction
Minister, fulfilled his dream of playing chess against Grandmaster Garik
Kimovich Weinstein, aka Garry Kasparov, when visiting here to participate
in an ‘innovation’ conference. It’s very Israeli to burst with pride whenev-
er a famous person visits. It’s like every Israeli is personally hosting the
guest. With the game being played in their own house. While the match
lasted an enjoyable hour, Elkin was no Deep Blue... the IBM computer that,
in 1997, defeated Kasparov.  ++++ Speaking of Israeli leaders. MK Arye
Deri, head of the ultra-orthodox Shas party and a former Interior Minister
under Netanyahu’s government, recently said the ultra-orthodox are in a
type of religious war against this government’s various reforms. He fears
our much needed ‘government of change’ is seeking to separate religion
and state. Really?! Well it certainly needs rightsizing - and with G-dspeed,
Bennett and Lapid. He also said the Iranian threat is less dangerous to Israel
then the danger of this de-coupling. Really?! Actually it’s a theocratic Israel
that is a greater threat -possibly even existential- than missiles from the
mullahs of Tehran. Theocracies -there are seven in the world- are an inher-
ent danger to their society, including Sudan, Yemen, Afghanistan, and of
course - Iran. Well, maybe the Vatican City poses less of a threat. As for
Deri. He is a provocateur extraordinaire. Sowing dissent between
Ashkenazi and Mizrachi to suite his political ends. And now this. Deri also
broke some rules of law. In 2000 he was convicted of bribery while serv-
ing as Netanyahu’s Interior Minister. And is again under indictment for tax-
ation offenses; charges he denies. Vote Shas.

Regards from Israel, 
Bruce

REGARDS FROM ISRAEL

By

BRUCE BROWN

American Jews ‘don’t like’ Israel,
Trump charges

U.S. Jewish groups blast the former president for invoking
"radioactive anti-Semitic tropes" in a recent interview with
an Israeli journalist.

(December 19, 2021 / Israel Hayom) Evangelical Christians love Israel
more than U.S. Jews, who “either don’t like Israel or don’t care about
Israel,” former U.S. President Donald Trump said recently in an interview
with Israeli journalist Barak Ravid.

Trump said that when he grew up in New York City, his father, a real
estate developer, “Was very close to many Jewish people, because it was
Brooklyn real estate, Brooklyn and Queens.”

“[He had] many Jewish friends, a great love of Israel, which has dissi-
pated over the years for people in the United States,” Trump said. “I must
be honest, it’s a very dangerous thing that’s happening. People in this coun-
try that are Jewish no longer love Israel. I’ll tell you, the evangelical
Christians love Israel more than the Jews in this country. It used to be that
Israel had absolute power over Congress. And today I think it’s the exact
opposite,” Trump told Ravid.

“The New York Times hates Israel, hates them. And they’re Jewish peo-
ple that run The New York Times,” he said, referring to A.G. Sulzberger,
publisher and chairman of the newspaper.

Trump also criticized Jewish voters, the majority of which are tradition-
ally Democrats, for not lending him their support in the 2020 presidential
election.

He attributed the shift in U.S. Jewish attitudes on Israel to President Joe
Biden and former President Barack Obama.

“And yet in the election, they [Democratic Party candidates] still get a lot
of votes from the Jewish people. Which tells you that the Jewish people,
and I’ve said this for a long time, the Jewish people in the United States
either don’t like Israel or don’t care about Israel,” he said.

Commenting on the interview in a podcast, Ravid said, “It’s not only
about whether you’re Jewish or not. It’s a lot about whether you’re liberal
or conservative,” according to Business Insider.

“I think that for Trump, being liberal is a much bigger sin than being
Jewish, but what can you do? It’s the same folks,” added Ravid.

The interview was
slammed by Jewish (Continued on page 23. See “Trump”.)



Christmas pigs raised by
Jewish farmers get pardoned by

Miami-Dade’s Jewish mayor

Dec. 15, 2021 (JTA) — It’s a Christmas
miracle: Shlomo the Pig will be spending
Christmas in Miami after all.

Shlomo was one of four pigs given a new
lease on life Tuesday in a pig-pardoning cer-
emony that has come to mark the kickoff of
Miami’s Christmas celebrations. The cere-
mony is a local riff on the turkey pardons
that American presidents have issued for
decades, adapted to reflect Miami’s large
Hispanic population.

This year’s pigs — the others were named
Manchita, Sakura and David — were raised
by Yariv and Asuka Mashav, two Jewish
farmers who raise goats, ducks and pigs on
their South Florida farm.

The piglets were pardoned by Miami-
Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava,
who is also Jewish.

“So this may sound like bad news for pork
lovers,” Levine Cava said at the ceremony
about the pardons, according to NPR. “But
it’s a great thing if you’re a pig since your
Christmas-related activities in Miami-Dade
County primarily include slowly rotating
over an open fire.”

After the ceremony, the pigs will move to
a foster home where they won’t have to
worry about becoming somebody’s dinner.
Not that they were ever in much danger.

“It’s not kosher. They’re very safe in a
Jewish house,” Yariv Mashav told NPR.
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Community news

STEWART ELSTON
Powell Property Group
2021 President Manitoba Real Estate Assoc.
2016 President Winnipeg REALTORS® 

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

For All Your Real Estate Needs! 
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Former Winnipegger Ron Charach publishes 
second children’s book, reports more in the works

By MYRON LOVE

The multi-talented Ron
Charach has long com-
bined the practice of medi-

cine (psychiatry) and the art of
poetry. He has published ten
books of poetry as well as a book
of political essays and a dystopi-
an novel.

Last spring, as reported in this
paper, the former Winnipegger
added children ‘s author to his
resumé, with the publication of
“Lemily by the Sea”,  a picture
book about a young child who
finds himself alone on a tropical
island. Pining for human com-
panionship, he eventually gets his wish when a
second child, Sebastian, appears, but it doesn’t
go well. Enter Imelda, a sea-animal nanny who
teaches the children a variety of life skills, the
most important of which is how to get along.
The book received a glowing Kirkus review.

Now, just a few weeks ago, Charach published
his second children’s picture book, “Christopher
Sproyngeez and Deedlekin Doll”.  It turns out
that the two children have special powers.
Christopher can leap high in the air, while
Deedlekin can morph into a doll, as well as a
variety of different characters. They can also fly,
though when spotted by an adult, they lose their
ability to do so.

The setting for the story will be familiar to
most readers – a family trip to a shopping mall –
this in the post-Covid world in the book.  While
the parents go off on a shopping spree, the chil-
dren become bored – as kids do when left alone
for too long.  The two go on a tear through the
mall, winding up in a Toys R Fun store where
they accidentally cause damage and get into
plenty of trouble.  In the end, the kids learn the

importance of self-control,
mom and dad learn not to leave
their kids alone for too long –
and that adults, like children,
are overly fond of material
things.

Charach notes that the names
of the sister and brother duo
were originally among the
many nicknames he gave his
own children when they were
little. “The idea for this book
had been percolating for a long
time. The story pays homage to
the old shopping trips to malls
and department stores.
Remember when the Timothy

Eaton statue was the place that families and
friends would agree to meet at before or after
their shopping excursions at Eatons?”  

While the zaida of four dedicated “Lemily” to
his older two grandchildren, this new entry is
dedicated to the younger ayniklech.

Charach’s book is now available for purchase
from the usual places, including Indigo and
Amazon. “Christopher Sproyngeez and
Deedlekin Doll” (“CS & DD”) can also be
ordered directly from FriesenPress Publishing,
which is based just down the road in Altona, in
southern Manitoba. The website
ishttps://books.friesenpress.com/store/title/1197
34000202454431/Ron-Charach-Christopher-
Sproyngeez-and-Deedlekin-Doll

Ron is currently working on two more chil-
dren’s book projects.  One is “Timothy
Longbrow’s Nose” which he describes as a “cel-
ebration of the sense of smell”. The other is “The
Coyote and the Snail”, a lively conversation in
which these two diverse creatures share their dif-
ficulty co-existing with humans who fear or
revile them.

RON CHARACH

groups in the
United States,
who have

accused Trump of anti-Semitism.
According to NBC News, the American

Jewish Congress condemned the former presi-
dent for trafficking in “radioactive anti-Semitic
tropes.”

“Why is Mr. Trump once again fueling dan-
gerous stereotypes about Jews?” the AJC asked
in a tweet.

“His past support for Israel doesn’t give him
license to traffic in radioactive antisemitic tropes
— or peddle unfounded conclusions about the
unbreakable ties that bind American Jews to
Israel,” the group tweeted. “Enough!”

Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO of the Anti-
Defamation League, also condemned Trump’s
remarks, tweeting, “Once again, former
President Trump has linked his lack of strong
support among most US Jews to their feelings
about Israel and used classic antisemitic stereo-
types about Israeli and Jewish control of
Congress and the press to bolster his argument.

“It’s sad that once again we have to restate this
point, but the vast majority of American Jews
support and have some type of connection to
Israel, regardless of which political candidate
they vote for,” he continued.

“Let me be clear: insinuating that Israel or the
Jews control Congress or the media is antisemit-
ic, plain and simple. Unfortunately, this is not
the first time he has made these offensive
remarks,” said Greenblatt.

This article first appeared in Israel Hayom.

Trump
(Continued from page 22.)
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By RON KAMPEAS
(JTA) — When she won the privilege

of representing Puerto Rico in the Miss
Universe contest, Michelle Marie Colon
spoke of her pride in making history as
the first Black woman from the territory
to seize the honor.

Two weeks agp in Israel, where the
contest was being held, she was touting
pride in another aspect of her heritage:
her Jewish great-grandfather who
escaped the Holocaust.

When she was in Israel,Colon posted
a photo of her holding hands with Noa
Cochva, the Israeli entrant into the con-
test, beneath a wall covered with por-
traits of victims of the Holocaust.

“My great grandfather, Rodolfo Cohn,
was a survivor of the Holocaust,” Colon
wrote. “He moved to the Caribbean and
met Dorila Thomas, my great grand-
mother; an empowered Afro-Caribbean
woman — descendant of slaves — who was the administrator of a farm at
the time. Together, they formed a solid family full of love, built upon empa-
thy and resilience.”

She had told the story in an
impromptu talk while the contes-
tants toured Yad Vashem, the nation-
al Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem.
Dani Dayan, the memorial’s chair-
man, posted a video on Twitter on
December 4 and it soon went viral.

“I came here to Israel knowing that
I would be more connected to my
family because my [great] grandfa-
ther actually escaped from the
Holocaust and all of his other family
members, his sisters, his brothers,
even their daughters — four daugh-
ters — were killed in the concentra-
tion camps, especially in
Auschwitz,” Colon said.

Dayan said Colon, a 21-year old
pre-med student, “surprised her fel-
low Miss Universe contestants (and
also Yad Vashem staff).”

Colon’s comments come at a time
when advocates were seeking to turn the pageant, which was held Dec. 12
in Eilat, into a political referendum on Israel.

Palestinian advocates had called for contestants to boycott the competi-
tion, but only Malaysia and Indonesia did so.

Meanwhile, South Africa’s contestant attended despite pressure from the
South African government to boycott Israel. In addition, this year’s com-
petition featured a contestant from the United Arab Emirates for the first
time, and a contestant from Morocco for the first time in decades. Both of
those countries signed diplomatic normalization agreements with Israel in
2020.

In Israel for Miss Universe competition, Puerto Rican contestant 
reveals that her great-grandfather survived the Holocaust
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Stay Warm &  
Comfortable this

Holiday Season!

Where Caring is Our Number One Concern™

We set the standard for Age-In-Place living by delivering 
support services needed to ensure ongoing quality of life 
throughout the years at any of our beautiful residences.

OPEN FOR TOURS ALL WEEK
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Contestants of the Miss Universe pageant visit the Tower of David
Museum in the ancient citadel of Jerusalem near the Jaffa Gate
entrance to Jerusalem’s Old City, Nov. 30, 2021. (Menahem
Kahana/AFP via Getty Images) 


