
and every square on the chess-
board.  He made his living at

chess, both by playing in exhibits and tournaments all over the world, also
by promoting tournaments and chess clubs himself, lecturing, and writing.
His column in the San Francisco Chronicle ran for 56 years.  In 1986 he
was inducted into the U.S. Chess Hall of Fame.  

The game itself is another character in this blend of personalities.  Chess
is comprised of so many exquisitely fascinating features: its age, its forms,
and the hypnotic involvement it seems to provoke (all right - call it addic-
tive).  Chess clubs were popping up everywhere in that day, some even
founded by Duchamp and Koltanowski.  Every city they happened to visit
needed a venue where they could find partners, although Koltanowski was
known to have played against a machine - even an elephant (Ed. note: I
din’t know elephants could play chess. Who won the game, Simone?)

Duchamp became obsessed with the game, all but giving up his vocation.
He created several sets of chess pieces, which sold successfully . (Although
from a well-heeled family, he needed to scrounge for a living like everyone
else in Greenwich Village.)  

Chess pieces are objets d’art in their own right, but one can also appreci-
ate the artistry that goes into the design of a pipe.  A  smoker’s pleasure
comes from the shape and material - the heft if you like, of the pipe, as
much as from the tobacco a smoker uses.  

The specific pipe that is the star of the book is a rather chunky, boxy, arti-
fact.  It must have been one that Duchamp particularly liked because the
author describes the giving of it to George as a gesture of regard, meant to
mark the former’s appreciation of their friendship.  

If this book were a book club choice, there would be terrific areas for dis-
cussion.  Every aspect, the times they played chess together, other encoun-
ters and journal entries on the part of these two men and their friends, give
such nuanced glimpses of character and personality.  Chess is - remember,
a game of thinking and strategy, although smoking was often a complement
to chess in the past: Smoking while studying the board, smoking while visu-
alizing moves, smoking, thinking, imagining, and finally just smoking.  

Meanwhile, life, including two world wars, was whipping around the two
main protagaonists in the book. Celia has a previous book (2002) entitled
“Surrealism and the Sacred: Power, Eros, and the Occult in Modern Art”.
That information is important to bear in mind because of  the mystic qual-
ity the author perceives between people and objects and time, in other
words, in existence.

Another Winnipegger, Irwin Lipnowski, has an essay towards the end of
this book.  Irwin, as we know, is a chess champion in his own right.  Here,
he speculates on the future of chess cafés in an era subsumed  by technolo-
gy.  

Something else interesting about chess: As the Parshas on the last couple
of Shabbats were about the naming of Beersheva, I decided to look up that
Israeli city on line.  Here’s what I came upon, from an article written in
October, 2009: “With eight Chess Grand Masters calling Beersheva home,
the city has more International Grand Masters per capita than any other city
in the world.”  Hmm!

“Duchamp’s Pipe, A Chess Romance” was launched via Zoom on
November 19th, to an international audience.  Celia spoke about her expe-
riences writing the book with Ann McCoy, an artist and writer herself, and
their conversation is now on YouTube - a worthwhile watch. 

“Duchamp’s Pipe: A Chess Romance”
By Celia Rabinovitch
Published by Pengin Random House, 2020
256 pages
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Off the Strip in Vegas at Or Bamidbar Chabad
By DAVID LITVAK

The strip in Las Vegas is where all of the
action is, an endless sea of attractions and
hotels with casinos like the Bellagio, The

Venetian, Mandalay Bay, New York, New York
and many others. These hotels cater to a tourist’s
every whim on the strip. However, during my last
trip to Vegas, several years ago, which was my
second trip to the city; I spent a majority of my
time off the strip, away from the casinos, bright
lights and glitz of the city.

My off the strip in Vegas adventure began by
meeting a group of friends with whom  I spent a year in Arad, Israel in
1990/91, on a program called WUJS (World Union of Jewish Students)
which was for young Jewish professionals thinking of making Aliyah. This
was our second excursion to Las Vegas, and members of our group hailed
from Paris, New York, Boston, Toronto and Seattle. On our first trip to
Vegas, we stayed in the Egyptian-themed Luxor Hotel, which was not cen-
trally located on the strip, but this time, we were staying at Bally’s Hotel in
the heart of the Vegas strip.

After spending our first night wandering the strip late at night, on Friday
afternoon, we ventured off the strip to eat a fabulous lunch at a kosher
Israeli restaurant called The Jerusalem Grill (which not only features
authentic Israeli and Jewish food, but also caters to tourists who want  food
delivered to their hotels before Shabbat). So, as we dined on authentic
Israeli dishes that were as tasty as anything we ate in Israel, we reminisced
about the good times that we had on our program and the many trips we
took to explore Israel together. 

After lunch, we explored the Palms Casino Resort and The Rio Hotel and
Casino that were both located off the strip near the restaurant. The Rio,
where we would be going to see magicians Penn and Teller perform after
Shabbat on Saturday night was also hosting the World Poker
Championships. Little did I know that later that evening, I would meet a
Jewish poker player who was participating in the tournament and a former
Jewish blackjack dealer from Boston at a Shabbat lunch at a synagogue
located off the strip - only in Vegas!

On Friday night in Vegas, the strip is hopping
with folks roaming to various hotels and attrac-
tions. However, a few of my WUJS friends and
I spent Friday night off the strip at Or Bamidbar
Chabad in East Las Vegas, a unique Sephardic
synagogue, which is run by Chabad of Vegas and
whose spiritual leader, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok
Shuchat, is Chassidic and originally from
Venezuela.  (I had made arrangements with the
rabbi prior to Shabbat to attend services and he
graciously invited my friends and me to dinner at
his house afterwards). The synagogue features a

picture of the Rebbe but other than that it is a typical Sephardic house of
worship with the bimah in the middle, Sephardic prayer books, and a
Sephardic Torah case. I felt right at home as I have prayed at Sephardic and
Chassidic congregations all over the world and have an affinity for the cus-
toms and traditions of both streams of Judaism.

After some spirited Sephardic style davening and after a great drash by
the Rabbi, my WUJS friends and I and a few members of the congregation
followed him to his home, where we treated to a scrumptious Shabbat meal
by the Rabbi’s wife, Miriam Bryna Shuchat, who is co-director of Or
Bamidbar.

Most of the folks who were invited to the rabbi’s home for Friday night
dinner were Sephardic and were from Las Vegas, but there was also
Baruch, a visitor from New York who was in town to play at the World
Series of Poker Tournament at the Rio Hotel, which we had explored ear-
lier in the day. There was also Walter, a Jew who moved to Las Vegas from
Boston who, at one time was a boxer and a blackjack dealer who got to
know a lot of the Jewish owners of the casinos, as well as the “Rat Pack”.
After great conversation and food, I retired to a mobile home which was
just recently renovated for guests and was located right across from the
synagogue. I had the honour  of  being the first guest!

The next morning, I participated in the services and got to chant Bircat
HaCohanim, the ancient Cohanic blessing which Sephardic shuls (like
Beth Hamidrash in Vancouver), unlike Ashkenazi ones, do every day. At
lunch, I had a lively discussion with

Or Bamidbar Chabad in Las Vegas

(Continued on opposite page.)



an ex-Vancouv-
erite who was
encouraging me

to leave Canada and move to Las
Vergas’s thriving Jewish community,
with its approximately 80,000 Jews,
20 shuls, Jewish schools and several
kosher restaurants. (Since this article
was first written, the Pacific Torah
Institute which was located in
Vancouver, has relocated to Las
Vegas and merged with a local
Yeshiva). Both he and his mom
attended services at the Kollel when
they lived in Vancouver and were
fans of Rabbi Shmulik Yeshayahu. 

After services, I was contemplat-
ing walking back to the hotel in the
sweltering 32 degrees Celsius heat
but Walter, the former blackjack
dealer whom I had met on Friday
night, invited me to spend the afternoon at his house to avoid walking back
to our hotel and possibly becoming dehydrated along the way. It turned out
to be a wise decision because it was a relaxing and enlightening afternoon.

Walter regaled me with stories about what Vegas was like when he
arrived there in 1956 from Boston as a boxer, and who later worked in sev-
eral of the hotels as a blackjack dealer. When Walter moved to Las Vegas
- which was founded by notorious Jewish gangster Bugsy Siegel, most of
the hotels were owned by Jews and so, naturally, as a blackjack dealer (at
a variety of casinos including the Flamingo and Dessert Inn) he got to
know a lot of them. In addition, Walter also got to know members of the
“Rat Pack”, including  Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and Sammy Davis Jr. as
well as boxer Rocky Marciano (he also met Muhammad Ali during his days
as a professional boxer) and other famous and infamous people. Of course,
today in Vegas, billionaire Jewish casino owners like Sheldon Adelson and
Steve Wynn have made their marks on the city.

After my refreshing stay at Walter’s (I even got a Shabbat nap in) he gave

me a lift to the Rio hotel, where I met my friends after Shabbat to see Penn
and Teller perform. The World Poker Championships were also in full
swing. I don’t know how Baruch, the Jewish poker player(whom I had met
at the Shabbat table earlier that day) fared at the tournament, but it was cer-
tainly interesting and appropriate to meet a Jewish poker player and a for-
mer Jewish blackjack dealer in Vegas. Fittingly, I spent my last night in
Vegas before returning home to Vancouver with my friends off the strip in
a glitzy Vegas hotel watching a Vegas magic show. However, thanks to the
gracious hospitality of folks in the Las Vegas Jewish community, I was also
able to enjoy a wonderful Shabbat experience off the strip in Las Vegas at
Or Bamidbar Chabad - a unique Chassidic/Sephardic synagogue.
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Or Bamidbar Chabad
at Chanukah a few years ago

low number of total active cases, in com-
parison with the Downtown area.

Here are the figures for the number of
active cases for the three areas - two weeks

apart, with the 2018 populations for those areas given in parentheses:
Nov. 22 Dec. 5

Assiniboine South (35,314) 149 203
River Heights (57,873) 297 308
Downtown (80,556) 1000 1163
Most of us know at least one small business owner – or an employee of

a small business whose livelihood has been drastically affected by the
Code Red restrictions. As I suggested in our last issue, why not follow New
York City’s model of graduated restrictions in different parts of the city?
Could not small businesses in areas of the city that have not seen the kinds
of numbers of COVID cases as other parts of the city be allowed to open?

Since it doesn’t appear that our Code Red restrictions are having the
hoped-for effect of severely reducing the number of COVID cases for rea-
sons that are not at all clear, I would submit that a partial easing of restric-
tions in those areas where COVID has not been widespread should be in
order.

One final note: Over the course of the past nine months I’ve spent a good
deal of time talking to readers – whether they’re calling to renew sub-
scriptions, telling me about delivery problems with the paper, or whether
it’s me calling individuals asking them whether they’d like to run a partic-
ular memoriam in our next issue.

I often end up having lengthy conversations with individuals – which is
as useful for my own mental state as I hope it is for them - just to shmooze.
Every once in a while I get a real kick out of talking to someone who, while
I may not know their specific age,  realize is fairly advanced in years.

Recently I had occasion to talk to a subscriber in Toronto who had expe-
rienced regular delays in receiving our paper through Canada Post (and the
mail has been absolutely terrible lately in delivering just about anything on
time, it seems.) 

I suggested to this particular reader that she might want to try reading the
emailed version of our paper (which, by the way, has become increasingly
popular among readers. It’s the full version of each issue in pdf form – easy
to open and even easier to read on any kind of device.) I emailed her the
four most recent issues of the paper. The next day I received an email from
her in which she said she loved reading the paper that way and would I
please switch her to the emailed version rather than the print version.

Later that week I happened to get a call from her son – on a totally unre-
lated manner. He told me that his mother loved the new way she was get-
ting the paper. I asked him how old she was? “Ninety-five,” he answered. 

If someone who’s 95 can readily adapt to reading this paper on a com-
puter or an iPad (which she also has, her son told me), then there’s hope for
all of us that, as we age (and we’re all getting a lot older faster these days),
we’ll be able to handle challenges thrown at us with equanimity. 

Short takes
(Continued from page 4.)

( C o n t i n u e d
from page 22.)



Ican’t recall the last time I
used my oven.  Perhaps it

was a week ago.
There must have been an

overflow of oil that pooled at
the bottom while I was bak-
ing a kugel. When I decided
to warm up some food, three
little fires came alive and
were soon crackling merrily

inside. The condo started to fill up with smoke.

My son, who was visiting, frantically reached into
the cupboard, grabbed  a tin of baking powder and
quickly doused the flames.  Darn – I would have used
baking soda.  It’s cheaper and you get the same results.

I looked balefully at the leftover mess. Now I really
had to clean my oven.

I had been putting it off for  - well if you must know... indefinitely.  I
don’t know why.  I certainly  had the  time -  perhaps enough hours to build
a new oven, if I had the know-how. 

There it sat – a blackened mess, staring at me accusingly. I glared back.

It wasn’t my fault?  For three days I ate TV dinners warmed in the
microwave, but on day four  I gave in.  I had to face this miserable task if

I wanted to bake anything delicious to tempt my
two sons and their families to hang out with me.

Because an assassin called COVID has infil-
trated our world, the dentist son is still catching
up with his patients. The magician son is more
available. All his northern gigs have been post-
poned for a while. But even he isn’t a sure thing.
He’s participating in a podcast with a local client,
he informed me.

Perhaps I wouldn’t be so lonely if I kept busy.
However, choosing the right  activity is key.  I’ve
finished researching  healthcare in the 1940s and
have gone on to discover interesting facts about
the city’s streetcars of yesteryear. That’s fodder
for a few stories and my weekly podcasts are
already on the radio, detailing my complicated
past.  As well, there’s a north end senior who
lives close by and paints.  I must book an inter-

view.  Oh - and I can’t forget about my monthly columns for a local com-
munity newspaper.

Now, I was facing a real job.  I climbed into my least favorite apron,
donned rubber gloves and broke out a fresh SOS pad.  Steeling myself, I
approachrf the most terrible task – the one I hate most in all the world.

Lo and behold! The oven came out sparkling clean – the best ever clean.
Even the stubborn spots that for years resisted
my efforts, disappeared.  What happened?

It was the fire.  It chewed up and softened all
the burned on parts that wouldn’t budge and
made my scrubbing easy peasey.  

I uncurled my spine and stood for a while,
admiring my handiwork. Then it hit me!  I did-
n’t remember how to fit those tricky shelves
into place again. Feeling foolish, I called  a
next-door neighbor.  In 30 seconds the racks
were back where they belonged and I was in
business once more.  I wondered if the kids
would like lamb chops with mint jelly, scal-
loped potatoes and my special dessert – choco-
late marshmallow squares.

I dream about the enticing dinners that I’ll
produce like magic. Did I tell you my son is a
magician? The apple doesn’t fall far from the
tree.

Help!  My oven’s on fire!
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New Iranian law ramps up
uranium enrichment and

bans inspectors — if Biden
doesn’t reenter nuclear deal

By RON KAMPEAS
Dec. 2, 2020 (JTA) — Iran’s parliament

passed a law on Wednesday aimed at pressuring
President-elect Joe Biden to reenter the Iran
nuclear deal almost as soon as he assumes
office.

The bill gives the United States until early
February to lift sanctions imposed by President
Donald Trump after abandoning the 2015
agreement more than two years ago. Otherwise,
Iran will ban entry to international nuclear
inspectors and increase uranium enrichment to
a level closer to weapons-ready.

Biden has said he is ready to reenter the deal
as soon as possible, and then negotiate
improvements, but early February comes bare-
ly two weeks into his term.

The law, passed by the majority hard-liner
parliament, was spurred in part by the assassi-
nation last week of Iran’s top nuclear scientist.
Iran has blamed Israel for the killing. Israel’s
government has not commented.

Hassan Rouhani, Iran’s president, opposed
the law but to little avail, The New York Times
reported. Rouhani, a relative moderate, is eager
to have the U.S. return to the deal brokered dur-
ing the Obama administration, when Biden was
vice president.

By

FREDA GLOW
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Don’t let the light go out

Biden says he will reenter Iran deal without new conditions,
then negotiate for a new agreement

The following story
first appeared in the
Dec. 7, 2010 issue of
The Jewish Post &
News. It seems hard
to remember what
was going on in the
world just 10 years
ago, but at the time

the threat from terrorism was foremost on
many individuals’ minds. Ten years from now
we’re bound to remember this year’s celebra-
tion of Chanukah in a completely different
light.
“Don’t let the light go out” is the message

from a beautiful song called ‘Light One Candle’
sung by Peter, Paul and Mary. The song refers to
the Jewish celebration of Chanukah, which
begins this year at sundown on December 1st,
according to the Jewish calendar, and lasts for
eight days.

My own memories of Chanukah are of the
wonderful smells wafting from the kitchen car-
rying with it the excitement of fun, friends and
family. I also remember my mother faithfully
lighting the small, colourful candles on the
menorah until all eight were brightly flickering
on the last night, casting a glow of light and
warmth throughout the house. Chanukah means
potato latkes, dreidles and Chanukah gelt for the
children, both the real and chocolate kind. It also
means warm, festive family gatherings.

But this is Chanukah from a child’s perspec-
tive. Now that I am grown (or so I’m told), I rec-
ognize it as much more than latkes, dreidles and
gelt. Rather, these are the symbols that remind
us of a fight - a fight for freedom and justice that
continues to be fought today in many corners of
the world. One cannot help but see the parallels
of the struggles of so long ago. Only the evil has
escalated from smaller, localized conflicts to
global terrorism, which seeks to destroy the very
principles and values by which we live. The
weapons used to wreak havoc have also grown
from hand to hand combat using spears or
swords to weapons and threats of mass destruc-
tion that include biological, chemical and
nuclear warfare inflicted from a shadowy enemy
within. Who would have imagined people would
use themselves as weapons of destruction, tak-
ing with them thousands of others who were
simply in the wrong place at the wrong time?

Who would believe that anyone could value life
so little, even their own, as to be able to conjure
up such horrific acts? At this time of year when
all caring religions propose peace and goodwill
on earth, this enemy threatens to destroy the civ-
ilized world. They move silently among us,
blending in with us, enjoying the benefits of our
freedoms, then using those freedoms to inflict
their hate-filled acts of murder upon us.
Extremists with terrorist tactics are bent on
destroying what took centuries of civilization to
build.

The story of Chanukah commemorates this
struggle. But it is also a celebration. It is a rejoic-
ing of the victory of the Maccabees who fought
to overcome this attack to freedom. It is symbol-
ized in the story of the miracle of the cruse oil
that lasted for eight days instead of one. In the
4th century, B.C., King Antiochus declared an
edict to force all people to give up their tradi-
tional rituals and religious practices and worship
according to his rule. He desecrated the temple
in Jerusalem towards this end. The Jewish peo-
ple saw this as a threat to their religious princi-
ples and liberties and rebelled. They fought and
eventually reclaimed their temple that had been
destroyed. Here they found one cruse of oil with
which to rededicate the temple but they had a
problem. There was only enough oil to last for
one day. Then a miracle happened! This small
cruse of oil that should only have lasted for only
one day continued to burn for eight days! Why
was that so significant? In those times, eight
days were needed to extract pure oil from the
olives. It meant the light in the temple did not go
out until they were able to replenish the oil to
keep the light burning. That is why Chanukah is
also known as The Festival of Lights.

Chanukah rejoices in this miracle. The cele-
bration of this holiday has helped to bind us
together over centuries. Why have people both-
ered to keep it alive for so many years? It serves
to remind us of the importance of preserving the
universal principles of freedom and justice. We
will continue to eat latkes, spin dreidles and give
Chanukah gelt because it is a joyous time, but it
is also a time to renew our commitment and ded-
ication to these moral and ethical values. We
hope and pray for another miracle, but in the
meantime – “don’t let the light go out.”

By

LIBBY SIMON

By RON KAMPEAS
Dec. 2, 2020 (JTA) — President-elect Joe

Biden established a sequence for how he plans
to deal with Iran, and it starts with reentering the
2015 nuclear deal without conditions.

Biden’s comments in an interview posted
Wednesday by New York Times columnist Tom
Friedman were the most detailed account of his
plans for reentering the pact, which traded sanc-
tions relief for Iran’s rollback of its nuclear pro-
gram. President Donald Trump removed the
United States from the agreement in 2018.

Among Trump’s complaints about the deal
were that it “sunsetted” restrictions on uranium
enrichment and failed to deal with ancillary
issues, including Iran’s missile program and its
adventurism in the region. Biden has said those
issues should be on the table in talks with Iran,
but in his interview with Friedman, he said it
was critical to return to the deal as a means of
stemming Iran’s nuclear program.

“Look, there’s a lot of talk about precision
missiles and all range of other things that are
destabilizing the region,” Biden said. But “the
best way to achieve getting some stability in the

region” is to deal “with the nuclear program.”
Trump has introduced crushing sanctions

since leaving the deal that have severely affect-
ed Iran’s economy, but that hasn’t kept the
regime from ramping up its nuclear develop-
ment, which Iranian officials say they are
allowed to do because of Trump’s departure
from the deal. Iranian leaders have said they are
ready to return to the terms of the original agree-
ment, including inspections, should Biden bring
the U.S. back on board.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has urged Biden not to reenter the deal absent
modifications.

After reentering the deal, Biden told
Friedman, the United States, “in consultation
with our allies and partners, we’re going to
engage in negotiations and follow-on agree-
ments to tighten and lengthen Iran’s nuclear
constraints, as well as address the missile pro-
gram.”

The incoming president said the United States
could restore sanctions under the terms of the
deal should Iran resist further negotiations.
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Heather STEFANSON 
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Eileen CLARKE 
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MLA for Kildonan - River East

ccullenmla@mts.net
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MLA for Southdale
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Alan LAGIMODIERE 
MLA for Selkirk
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MLA for Riel

  rrnorthmla@mymts.net

Jeff WHARTON 
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Rick WOWCHUK 
MLA for Swan River
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Sarah GUILLEMARD 
MLA for Fort Richmond
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Reg HELWER 
MLA for Brandon West 
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MLA for Brandon East
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MLA for Interlake - Gimli

assiniboiamla@outlook.com

Scott JOHNSTON 
MLA for Assiniboia
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MLA for Midland
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Andrew SMITH 
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Dennis SMOOK 
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Jon REYES 
MLA for Waverley
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Ian WISHART 
MLA for Portage la Prairie
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James TEISTMA 
MLA for Radisson
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MLA for Turtle Mountain  

ron@ronschuler.com
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Martin SHANNON 
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Greg NESBITT 
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NOVEMBER 19, 2020 (TORONTO)
Hollywood Suite is proud to be the exclusive
Canadian home of the all-new HBO Max
Original 10-part war drama, Valley of Tears,
launching Saturday, December 19 at 9pm ET.
The biggest budget Israeli TV series of all time,
Valley of Tears comes to Hollywood Suite fol-
lowing the smashing success of its debut in its
home country and on HBO Max in the US.

The series is inspired by the true events of the
1973 Yom Kippur War in Israel. Leading up to
the ultimate battle, the series follows young
combatants thrust into a war that was later
revealed could have been avoided by leaders
they blindly trusted.

Shot at the actual location of the war, these
intimate portraitures highlight the tension, anx-
ieties and sentiments of the country’s people through a
magnified lens, with the unprecedented outcome of an
unlikely victory.

“Valley of Tears is not only an important historical
war drama but also an exciting programming event for
Hollywood Suite and our viewers,” said David Kines,
President, Hollywood Suite. “We could not be happier
to welcome this high-calibre, original series, which
broke viewership records in Israel, as the first of many
exclusive programming acquisitions for the Canadian
market.”

The series stars Lior Ashkenazi (Foxtrot), Aviv
Alush (The Shack), Lee Biran, Shahar Taboch, Joy
Rieger, Ofer Hayoun (HBO’s Euphoria), Imri Biton
(Just for Today) and Maor Schwitzer (Shtisel). Valley
Of Tears was created and co-written by Israeli-
American TV and film writer Ron Leshem (HBO’s
Euphoria), Amit Cohen (False Flag), Daniel Amsel
and Yaron Zilberman (A Late Quartet); the latter also
directed the entire series.

Valley of Tears is an HBO Max Original co-pro-
duced with WestEnd Films, United King and Endemol
Israel. It was broadcast first on the Israeli broadcaster
KAN and is currently streaming on HBO Max in the
US.

Episodes 1 and 2 of Valley of Tears will premiere
back-to-back Saturday, December 19, with a new
episode airing each following Saturday. Each episode
will be available On Demand immediately following
their air date. The series will be broadcast in the orig-
inal Hebrew with English subtitles. Subtitled and
English-dubbed versions will be available On
Demand.

Episodes 1 & 2 SYNOPSIS: 
EPISODE 1 – Pride Before A Fall
The day the Middle East shook. At a top-secret

Israeli military intelligence facility on the top of
Mount Hermon, facing the Syrian border, a young sol-
dier is convinced a war is about to break out, but no
one will listen to him. In Jerusalem, a Black Panthers
activist, a social justice warrior, is arrested by the
police moments before the holiday of Yom Kippur sets
in, while his friends head back to their armored
reserves unit and confront their commander. As the air
raid sirens blare, a bohemian television star realizes
his son, a cadet in basic training, has been sent to the

front lines. A surprise attack
brings a swift end to years of
arrogance, euphoria, and rejec-
tions of possible peace negotia-
tions.

EPISODE 2 – The Heavens
Are Watching

A Syrian commando force
tries to break into the Hermon
bunker facility. The intelli-
gence soldiers serving on the
mountain are not trained for
combat; they’re terrified of
becoming POWs, as they know
the country’s most sensitive
secrets. The commander of the

small security unit in charge of their safety fights
against all odds. Not too far away, his lover, a young
officer, refuses to comply with the order that all female
soldiers must evacuate the front lines. In the Golan
Heights, the tank crew is eager for battle, but the
euphoria will soon be replaced by a shock to the sys-
tem they will struggle to recover from. Meni, the
bohemian television star, heads out to the front lines in
search of his son. 

Hollywood Suite is available to over 10 million
households across Canada, exclusively through
Canadian television service providers and Amazon
Prime video channels. Visit hollywoodsuite.ca  for
more information.

Watch the trailer for Valley of Tears at
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = H -
LSP4AyhIM&feature=youtu.be

10-part HBO Max Original drama series based on the Yom Kippur War
premieres in Canada Saturday, December 19 at 9 pm ET
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By GERRY POSNER

Ihave often written in this paper about the huge
contribution that Winnipeg Jews have made to the
arts. To tackle this topic and omit Gail Singer

would be a major omission. I suspect many readers
might be familiar with Gail’s works, but they may not
realize that she is the same Gail Singer from
Winnipeg and the same Gail Singer who ran a promi-
nent business in Osborne Village for several years in
the late 60s and early 70s known as Kitchen Things.
Well, that was just the beginning. 

Gail’s career has been both varied and long. To
compress it into an article for the JP&N is not to do
justice to all that she has accomplished (and, I might
add, is still accomplishing to this day). As Gail likes
to put it “her biography reminds the reader of
Neapolitan ice cream: many colours and flavours.” In
a broad way, her work has encompassed both life-
changing documentary productions and late-in-life
full time art school; through it all the undercurrent is food in all forms. 

A product of the south end of the city (though the first eight were in the
north end), a graduate of Kelvin High School, and later the University of
Manitoba, Gail Singer had an entrepreneurial bent with her store in
Winnipeg. Later, she moved into the early days of cable broadcasting (though
she did not realize that then) with a cable-style local news show for what was
then a newly “wired in” vast co-op housing community. She helped create an
art video for the legendary “Assessippi Show” at the Winnipeg Art Gallery.
She then made educational TV for isolated northern locations, worked with
labour unions, Indigenous people and bureaucracies.  She soon moved into
documentaries. 

But it was film that  attracted Gail and which led her moving to Toronto. In
Toronto, Gail began her film initiation with films championing the people of

the north, their traditional aboriginal practices and the
injustices committed against them. (Gail was ahead
of her time). As a result of her work, she was
approached by the National Film Board to delve into
another area featured in the news even to this day, and
that is battered women, a subject previously unknown
to the River Heights-born and bred Singer. Gail spent
time in a women’s shelter to understand better how
isolated these women were. 

The film that resulted, “Loved, Honoured and
Bruised”, changed Singer’s life and indeed thousands
of other women’s lives (the film was translated into a
dozen languages). 

Lawmakers took notice and the film was awarded
a number of prizes around the world. It was not long
after that Singer attracted the attention of John
Hirsch, then the head of CBC Drama and a name
familiar to readers of the JP&N, with the result that
she was soon involved in making more award win-

ning films such as “Portrait Of An Old Lady” and short dramas like “Is
Everyone Here Crazy?”.

The next major project Singer launched was with with the National Film
Board in Montreal: a story bout illegal abortion clinics operating in
Columbia, Peru, and Thailand. That film was ultimately  named as one of the
ten most influential documentaries in the world, even garnering a special
citation at the Oscars. 

After a short break, Singer retuned to her roots and did her first feature
film, set in Winnipeg in the 1950s. Does anyone recall the movie, “True
Confection”,  followed by a comedy,  “ Wisecracks”,  about female comedi-
ans? That was Gail Singer. Her first dramatic script was nominated for sev-
eral awards and Singer was delighted when the BBC gave her film rave
reviews. “Wisecracks” was her biggest financial success and the film still

runs on network and cable television. 
Along the way, Singer taught part time at Ryerson, York and the

University of Toronto. Her success as a filmmaker was followed by
an award as the YWCA Outstanding Woman of the Year and an
appointment as the Barker Fairley Chair in Canadian Culture at the
University of Toronto. 

Singer briefly morphed her talents into TV as a director in a series
about food. One of the more well known shows was “Loving
Spoonfuls”, which told stories about ethnic grandmothers and the
foods they brought with them to Canada from countries all over the
world. Readers might recall other former Winnipeggers playing a
large part in that show, including  producer Allan Novak, and host
David Gale. 

Her Winnipeg links were recognized over the past decade when
Gail was invited to headline  the  “Distinguished Speaker “ program
at the Winnipeg Art Gallery. (Singer entertained the audience that
night with an a cappella version of “These Foolish Things Remind
Me Of You”).  Recently, Gail was thrilled to participate on a panel
at the invitation of former Winnipegger Leo Panitch on the signifi-
cance of the 100th anniversary of the Winnipeg General Strike. 

Recently Gail was involved with advising on a project in which
seniors were taught how to make a
film on YouTube - thereby creating
new skills for many people living in
seniors’ residences. As well, she has
directed various sequences of CBC
dramatized productions over the
years and, most recently (until halted
in mid-film ) was involved in a doc-
umentary about the young heroes
and heroines of Grassy Narrows: the
politicians, writers, painters, singers,
music producers and actors, all of
them despite terrible neglect by all
levels of government of this
Ojibway community.   

What does all of this add up to for
Gail? If you ask her, she is grateful
for a lifetime of unexpected projects
in unrelated fields with twists and
turns along the path. She presently
lives in a home in Toronto with a
dog, a fridge filled with good things
for people to eat, a bar, and more
books than she could ever read. And
aside from making soup for less
privileged folks in the pandemic,
Gail has resumed another passion-
art. In short, Gail Singer could be the
poster child for versatility in the
Arts. It has been a remarkable run
and the run continues to this day.

Gail Singer- covering the arts spectrum
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By IRENE DAVIS
“Ma! Pa!” Sarah came running into the

house.
“I’ve got a job! I’ve got a job at Tip Top

Tailors! Pa, they make men’s clothes and sell
them in their store. Maybe sometime you’ll
wear something I helped make.”

“It should be with mazel!” exclaimed Bayla.
“And in good health.” 

The job had not been easy to find. Life for
Jews in Canada was so much better than it had
been in Europe, but still prejudice and dis-
crimination were rampant. Universities had
Jewish quotas for the professions. The highest
marks were needed to get in. Job application
forms had a box for religion, and if you filled
in “Jewish” you probably did not get that job. 

Opportunity did not knock; it had to be creat-
ed. Jewish lawyers, who could not get a posi-
tion in established firms, opened their own
firms. Toronto’s Mount Sinai Hospital was built by the Jewish community so Jewish doctors would
have a place to practise. David Dunkelman, a young Jew from Poland, created Tip Top Tailors.

And Sarah had a job.

She went to her room to get ready for supper. So nice to have a space of her own. Their house was
a short walk from Kensington Market, on the other side of the market from Yisroel and Sura’s house.
Still just one bathroom, but now only four people to share it: Ma, Pa little sister Katie and Sarah.
Zaida had a house of his own now.

The next week Sarah began work. 

“Hello,” said the plump brunette beside her in the line. “I’m Jenny.”
“I’m Sarah,” she responded. “I’m really new at this. It’s my first job, and I was lucky to get it.”
“Don’t worry,” Jenny said. Look, just check that the buttons are on tight and there’s no rips or any-

thing and send it on.”

Though Jenny was older, the girls found they had a lot in common. They enjoyed the same kind
of books, music, movies, and soon became good friends.

“Did you ever read Anna Karenina?” Sarah asked Jenny on their lunch break. “I read it when I was
a child in Poland. It was in my lehrer’s library and he let me read his books,”

“You must have been a smart kid,” said Jenny with a grin. “I was 20 when  I read that book.”
“Well, the rebbe said I was the first one of his students to read from his personal library.” Sarah

grinned back.

Lunch break over, the girls returned to work. A couple of hours more, then ome for the weekend.
When Sarah came in Monday Jenny wasn’t there.
“She called in sick,” the foreman said.
Concerned, Sarah decided to go to Jenny’s house after work.
“Just an upset stomach,” Jenny said, smiling weakly. “I should be back tomorrow.”
As Sarah was getting ready to leave, a young man came into the room.
“This is my baby brother, Saul. Saul, this is Sarah, the new girl at work I told you about.”
Saul and Sarah smiled at each other.
“Are you leaving now? Let me drive you home,” he said.

Later that evening Sarah phoned Lily.
“I met a really nice boy today. He’s my friend Jenny’s brother and he drove me home from their

house. He asked me to go out with him next Sunday. Lily, I think maybe...”
“Oh Sarah! I met someone too. His  name is Benny and he’s from Poland. Maybe...”

“We came to Canada from London when I was five,” Saul told Sarah over coffee that Sunday.
“My family went there from Poland, but my father has asthma, and London has a lot of smog. The
doctor told him he needed to get out or the smog would kill him.”

“Well, you were lucky,” Sarah replied. When we came to Canada we had to take a train to Warsaw
to get the boat. Some soldiers came on the train, pushed everybody around and cut off my zaida’s
beard with a dull knife. After that we told im to lie on the floor. Then we covered him with a blan-
ket and sat on him to protect him.”

Saul covered her hand with his. “Sally—ok if I call you Sally?—what a terrible thing to have hap-
pened to you!”

Sarah thought a moment. “I like that name,” she said.

So, except to family and old friends, Sally she became.
Sarah and Saul, Lily and Benny made a frequent foursome. They went to movies, played cards,

and talked.
They married around the same time, attended each other’s weddings; within the year both girls

were pregnant.
Then one December morning, Lily’s baby entered the world.
“Lily, mazelltov! He’s such a beautiful boy!” Sarah exclaimed. “I wish my baby would come. I’d

like to see my toes again!”
Two days later, in the same hospital, Sarah gave birth to a baby girl.
Twenty-one years later Lily’s boy and Sarah’s girl were married.

Irene Davis is a Toronto writer.
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Tip Top Tailors was started in 1909 by a Polish
immigrant to Canada by the name of David
Dunkelman. In 1929 the company opened a
brand new factory/warehouse in Toronto (pic-
tured here) that also served as a retail location
and company headquarters.



By JILL BRANDES

Are you a romantic? If you are, this is your season, a time when
thoughts are supposed to turn to love. My first memory of being in
love goes way back to my childhood crush Lowell Brandler (not to

be confused with my ultimate husband, Lorne Brandes).
Lowell was just about the handsomest boy in second grade, and I and most

of the other girls had a tremendous crush on him. Of course, those were sim-
pler times. Lowell was more interested in Hopalong Cassidy (a T.V. cowboy)
than he was in the opposite sex. This kid was so good looking that a neigh-
borhood photography shop chose to prominently feature a large photo of him
in its window. Each day on my way to school, I would pass this store, stop

and gaze longingly at Lowell, sigh
and move on. Then I had a great
idea.

Taking mat-
ters (and my
K o d a k
B r o w n i e
Camera) into
my own
hands, I took a
picture of the
p i c t u r e .
A l t h o u g h
Lowell did
look a little
blurry in my
Brownie shot,
I “framed” him and put him in a
place of honor in my bedroom.
There he remained, that is, until
Roger Gilbert came along.

Roger was the tallest boy in sixth
grade, and was built like a line-
backer (or maybe a Mack Truck). I
didn’t care. I fell head-over-heels for
Roger and vowed to get him to
notice me. My strategy was to coin-
cidentally “appear” at the school

playground whenev-
er he was there, com-
plimenting him on
his great athletic
prowess at punch-
ball. He obviously
took note, because
during one play-
ground encounter, he
took a piece of lemon
out of his drink,

dipped it in the mud, and threw it at me, hitting my new pink blouse.
“Roger really likes me!”, I blissfully told my mom, as she looked at the

repulsive stain on my shirt. A week later I received an invitation to Roger’s
birthday party. This was a ground-breaking boy-girl event which included
kissing games - pretty racy for an eleven year old !

Not long after the party, the Gilberts moved away. My infatuation with
Roger faded as I got busy with school and friends. It was a teen-age time of
blemishes and braces. In fact, my crooked teeth were the catalyst for my next
romantic encounter.

I had gone to my orthodontist for a routine visit. A week later I received a
letter in the mail which read something like this:

“Dear Jill,
My name is Gerry Golub. I am 15 years old and last week, you and I were

in Dr. Posner’s waiting room. Maybe you saw me (I was sitting next to the
fish tank). I was smitten by your beauty, and asked Dr.
Posner about you. He gave me your address. I have
never done anything like this before, and would very
much like to meet you. Please feel free to call Dr.
Posner for a reference. If you would like to call me to
chat, here is my phone number. I’ll understand if you
don’t want to call but I hope you will.”

What an amazing letter! What a gutsy, romantic
thing to do. I did call him, he seemed nice, but some-
how, we never got together.

Years later, when I met my future husband at univer-
sity, he informed me, on our second date, that we were
going to get married. I didn’t believe him, but eventu-
ally his romantic campaign worked.

Have any of you ever done something special, something impulsive in the
name of love?

One fellow I know returned to his parked car to find a yellow rose on his
windshield and a love letter from a girl he barely knew. Another friend and
his wife celebrated their first anniversary with a dinner at the Velvet Glove.
Imagine his surprise and delight when his dessert arrived with a hotel room
key (a gift from his wife).

Then there is the gal who remembers a long-ago boyfriend in Israel, who
gave her a present of a spa weekend in Ein Gedi. “Something just for me,
with no strings attached. It was beautiful”.

There are also a lot of husbands out there who are romantic men for all
seasons. One spouse enjoys surprising his wife with trips to exotic places
and sends her cute e-mails from work when he knows she’s having a bad
day. Another wanted to celebrate his love for his mate by spending April in
Paris with her for their 10th anniversary.

So if you are thinking of someone special, be like Gerry Golub and take a
chance. Celebrate that significant other and say, “I’ll take romance!”

Jill Brandes is a former writer for this paper (although we’d love to have
her writing for us again). This story first appeared in the April 28, 2010
issue of The Jewish Post & News.

“I’ll Take Romance”
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Happy Chanukah
to all our Friends & Customers

CANADA'S LEADING JANITORIAL
SERVICE PROVIDER

Ph: (204) 668-4420  Fax: (204) 663-0402
Email: beeclean@mts.net

www.bee-clean.com
375 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2L 0W8

Prince Charles calls Rabbi Jonathan Sacks ‘a light unto this
nation’ at ceremony marking 30 days since chief rabbi’s death
Dec. 6, 2020 (JTA) — Prince Charles of the United Kingdom called former British Chief Rabbi

Jonathan Sacks a “light unto this nation” at a tribute marking the end of Judaism’s 30 days of mourn-
ing since Sacks’ death.

Charles, whose title is the Prince of Wales, eulogized Sacks, who died at 72 on Nov. 7, on a pre-
recorded video broadcast Sunday that was viewed by thousands of spectators from around the world.
The ceremony also featured speeches also by Israeli President Reuven Rivlin, former British Prime
Minister Tony Blair and Lord Jacob Rothschild.

“Through his writings, sermons and broadcasts, Rabbi Sacks touched the lives of countless people
with his unfailing wisdom, with his profound sanity and with a moral conviction which, in a con-
fused and confusing world, was all too rare,” Charles said.

Rivlin noted Sacks’ advocacy for liberal democracy as the “best way of keeping the values of
monotheism” because “liberal democracy makes space for differences.”

Sacks was a frequent contributor to British media and highly regarded across the English-speak-
ing world and beyond. In the Jewish world, he was celebrated both for his rabbinical writings and
interpretations and for his ability to teach non-Jewish audiences both the past and present of Judaism
and Israel in relatable terms.

“Rightfully, so much Kavod came to him and through him to all of us,” said British Chief Rabbi
Ephraim Mirvis, who succeeded Sacks in 2013. “Thanks to him, we’re all able now to stand tall.”

Rabbi Ari Berman, the president of Yeshiva University, said that Sacks impressed upon him “that
today there’s a dual mission for our people: to protect and to project.”

Berman added, “Lord Sacks showed us what we may become. And for that, we remain forever
inspired and forever grateful.”

Sacks’ widow, Elaine, said that over the past 30 days — a mourning period known as sheloshim
— she had found herself wanting to share  the outpouring of love and sorrow that she has received
with her husband.

“I want to walk up the stairs to his study and see him sitting there writing away,” she said.
“‘Listen,’ I will say. ‘Look what is happening. Look how many people have learned from you, revere
you, love you. They are writing such moving things about you. Look what you have achieved.’ He
will look up at me deeply and nod and say, ‘There is still so much to do, and he will get straight back
to work.'”



By STEPHEN SILVER
(JTA) — “Casino,”

Martin Scorsese’s examina-
tion of the mob’s control of
Las Vegas in the 1960s and
70s, debuted in theaters on
Nov. 22, 1995 — 25 years
ago this past week. 

It may be a tick below
“Goodfellas,” which came
out just five years earlier, in
terms of its reputation in
the eyes of film historians.
But the three-hour epic
remains one of Scorsese’s
most ambitious and gor-
geously realized films. It
also may be the best crime
film with a Jewish protago-
nist at its center.

That was Sam “Ace”
Rothstein, the character played in the film by
Scorsese mainstay Robert De Niro. Rothstein is
depicted as a Jewish associate of the Chicago
Outfit, an expert bookmaker and sports handicap-
per who is sent to Vegas to run the Tangiers, one
of the largest casinos on the Strip. The character is
based on Frank Rosenthal, a real Jewish gambling
expert from Chicago who had ties to the Chicago
Outfit and eventually headed to Vegas
to run casinos for them. 

While the film is somewhat fictional-
ized, Rosenthal really did pioneer the
idea of sports books in casinos, really
did survive an assassination attempt by
car bomb and really did have his license
denied by a state gaming commission,
which was led in real life by Harry
Reid, before he was a senator.

Rothstein, as depicted in the film, is
sort of a gangster, and sort of not; he is
with the mafia, but not of the mafia,
because of his ethnic identity. Like
Henry Hill, the protagonist of
“Goodfellas,” Rothstein can’t ever be a
“made guy” because he’s not fully
Sicilian. 

However, Ace sees his work running
the casino as having a certain degree of above-
board legitimacy and is constantly worried that
his longtime friend Nicky (Joe Pesci), a fully
“made” mobster, is ruining that reputation with
his loose cannon antics.

In the film, the viewer never hears Rothstein
himself address his Jewishness or what it means to
him, and he appears to lead a largely secular life.
The topic is mentioned, however, by Pesci’s char-
acter, in a somewhat pejorative way. 

“I gotta make sure no one f***s around with the
golden Jew,” Nicky says at one point. As their
relationship begins to sour, he says things like
“Jew motherf*****,” and threatens to “take a
piece out of your Jew ass.” 

“Casino” also featured a supporting cast full of
famous Jewish comedians, including Don
Rickles, Alan King and Kevin Pollak. 

In the end, Rothstein is the perfect symbol of
how Jews could find great success in mid-20th
century America — even in the crime world —
yet remain outsiders, through no fault of their
own. 

After Frank Rosenthal’s death in 2008, it was
revealed that he had long been an FBI informant.
In an interview prior to his death, Rosenthal was
asked whether his heritage protected him while
dealing with underworld figures.

“No, when you excel at anything — my exper-

tise was sports and
t h o r o u g h b r e d
wagering — you
rise to a very high
level,” he said.
“Some people were
impressed and took
special notice that I
could beat the odds.
To have recognition,
in my judgment,
opened certain
doors for me. It put
me in a semi-
celebrity category.”

Another fact sur-
rounding the
Rothstein character
is that he was por-
trayed by the non-
Jewish De Niro —

something that could have raised eyebrows
today. Of course, this can go the other way, too:
Actor James Caan has said in interviews that he’s
had to turn down “Italian-American of the Year”
awards multiple times because even though he
played Sonny Corleone in “The Godfather,” he is
in fact the son of German Jewish immigrants.

Rothstein is far from the only major Jewish

character in the canon of American gangster
movies. Here’s a quick recap of some of the oth-
ers:

-The “Godfather”
movies featured a
pair of prominent
Jewish gangsters,
both allies-turned-
antagonists of the
Corleone Family:
Moe Greene (Alex
Rocco) in the first
film, and Hyman
Roth (Lee Strasberg)
in the second. The
two men were based,
respectively, on real-
life Jewish gangsters
Benjamin “Bugsy”
Siegel and Meyer
Lansky. Roth, like
Lansky, would even
seek political asylum
in Israel — “I
wished to live there
as a Jew in the twi-

Martin Scorsese’s ‘Casino’ is 25 years old. 
Here’s a primer on its Jewish protagonist and

Hollywood’s other Jewish gangsters.
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Frank Rosenthal and Robert De Niro, who
played a Jewish gangster by the name of
“Sam Rothstein” in Casino. Rothstein’s
character was based on the real life
Rosenthal.

Sheldon A. Minuk
President402- 1 Wesley Avenue

Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 4C6

A division of Minuk Insurance Agency Ltd.
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Continued on
page 38. 

See “Gangsters”.

Alex Rocco as Moe Greene in “The Godfather”. The
character was based on the real-life Benjamin “Bugsy”
Segal.



“The enduring attraction of war is this:
Even with its destruction and carnage it
can give us what we long for in life. It

can give us purpose, meaning, a reason for living.
Only when we are in the midst of conflict does the
shallowness and vapidness of much of our lives
become apparent.”

“To survive as a human being
is possible only through love.” -
Chris Hedges (both quotes)

“Some of you young men think
that war is all glamour and glory,
but let me tell you, boys, it is all
hell!” - General William T.
Sherman, (as referenced in
“Military quotes” online)

“War is deeply ingrained in
human society,” author Margaret
MacMillan said during an inter-
view on CBC Radio’s The
Current on November 11, 2020— Remembrance Day. “It’s been part of history for as far back as
we can tell.” 

As an historian, she knows that war has to be included in “our study of human history,” as she
writes in this compelling and intensely informed look at how war has, as the subtitle says, shaped
us.

Margaret MacMillan is emeritus professor of international history at the
University of Oxford and professor of history at the University of Toronto,
notes a brief bio. She received her PhD from Oxford University and
became a member of the history faculty at Ryerson University in 1975. In
2002 she became Provost of Trinity College at the U of T, and from 2007-
2017 she was the Warden of St. Anthony’s College at Oxford University.
Her previous books include “Paris 1919, The War That Ended Peace”,
“Nixon in China”, “The Uses and Abuses of History”, and “Women of the
Raj”.

“WAR: How Conflict Shaped Us” is divided into 10 chapters which
describe the ways in which war has had a profound effect on societies over
the centuries: Humanity, Society and War; Reasons for War; Ways and
Means; Modern War; Making the Warrior, Fighting; Civilians; Controlling
the Uncontrollable; War in Our Imagination and Our Memories, plus a
Conclusion.

MacMillan contends that to disregard those effects of war is to “ignore
one of the great forces, along with geography, resources, economics, ideas,
and social and political changes, which have shaped human development
and changed history.”

The author asks an important rhetorical question: If the Persians had
defeated the Greek city-states in the fifth century B.C.; if the Incas had
crushed Pizarro’s expedition in the sixteenth century; or if Hitler had won
the Second World War, would the world have been different?

“We know that it would although we can only guess by how much,” she
says.

“War is perhaps the most organized of all human activities and in turn it
has stimulated further organization of society. Even in peacetime, prepar-
ing for war— finding the necessary money and resources— demands that
governments assume greater control over society. That has become increas-
ingly true in the modern age because the demands of war have grown with
our capacity to make it. In increasing the power of governments, war has
also brought progress and change, much of which we would see as benefi-
cial: an end to private armies, great law and order, in modern times more
democracy, social benefits, improved education, changes in the position of
women or labor, advances in medicine, science and technology. As we have
got better at killing, we have, also become less willing to tolerate violence
against each other.”

MacMillan mentions that murder rates are down in most parts of the
globe, “yet the twentieth century saw the greatest deaths in war” in absolute
figures in history.

She then poses another question: “How do we reconcile killing on such a
scale while simultaneously deploring violence? Most of us clearly would
not choose to make war to get its benefits. Surely there is some other way
of doing it. But have we yet found it?”

Her book is informed with a wealth of historical and cultural information,
some of which is personal or relates to her family.

For instance, both of MacMillan’s grandfathers were doctors in the First
World War - “the Welsh one with the Indian Army at Gallipoli and in

WAR: How Conflict Shaped Us - Margaret MacMillan’s latest book
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Margaret MacMillan in April 2018 when she appeared at
the Shaarey Zedek to deliver the Kanee lecture. With her
are: (left) Mel Myers and Abe Anhang.

Review by

MARTIN ZEILIG

(Continued on opposite page.)
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Temple Shalom 1077 Grant Ave Winnipeg  204 453 1625 
templeshalomwinnipeg.ca/             204 453 1625             tshalom1@gmail.com 

I am a Jew because for the Jew, the world is not finished: 
men complete it.            Edmund Fleg� 1927 

Egalitarian - Inclusive 
Fresh - Spirited - Modern

Programs for Adults via Zoom 

Jewish Mindfulness 
with Patricia Kovnats, Tuesday Dec 15   10:30 am 

Crafternoon 
Wednesdays   December 9 & 23   1:30 p.m. 

Bring your craft for a lively conversation 

Bring & Brag 
Saturday December 19   7:30 p.m. 

Bring a piece of Judaica for Show & Tell 

Coming soon�. Rabbi’s Café 

For Information on the above programs  & to register 
call the Temple office 204 453 1625 or email 

templeshalomrsvp@gmail.com 

For the Junior Set via Zoom 
Shalom Super Stars! 

Creative activities for ages 2 to 6    Sundays 1 pm 
For information & to register email   templeec@outlook.com 

Join us on Facebook for�
Kabbalat Shabbat Services�

Fridays at 6:15
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Mesopotamia, and the
Canadian one on the Western

Front.”
“My father and all four of my uncles were in the Second World War,” she

writes. “They told us some but not all of what they had experienced. My
father, who was on a Canadian ship escorting convoys across the Atlantic
and into the Mediterranean, mostly had funny stories, but once and only
once he told us how close they had come to being sunk. His voice shook
and he could not go on. His own father never told him much about the
trenches, but as often happens he talked to a grandchild, my sister, who was
too young to understand much of it.”

She describes how war has changed over the centuries due to science and
technology, the increased urbanization of societies, changing balances of
power, terrorism, the influence of anti-war and pacifist movements, the
United Nations, globalization and other significant factors.

The advent of nuclear weapons, though, changed everything.
“The Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union which

followed the Second World War again focused humanity’s attention on the
dangers of war, which, certainly by the 1960s, was threatening to bring the
long story of human beings to a close,” MacMillan writes.

“Somehow, and that is more to do with the nuclear balance between the
two superpowers during the Cold War, the possibility of mutually assured
destruction, with its all too apposite acronym MAD, meant that the United
States and the Soviet Union avoided going to war with each other, although
at times they came close. That does not mean that the world has been free
of war since 1945: the superpowers and some lesser ones fought proxy
wars and fueled, as they still do, civil war.”

We fight because we can, she asserts.

The author concludes with a warning: “With new and terrifying weapons,
the growing importance of artificial intelligence, automated killing
machines and cyberwar, we face the prospect of the end of humanity itself.
It is not the time to avert our eyes from something we may find abhorrent.
We must, more than ever, think about war.”

She doesn’t mention, as other scholars have, the social peril (including
possible wars) that will be caused by global climate change.

More than ever now, if you love this planet, our focus must be on the
necessity of world peace with justice for all. 

(Continued from previous page.)

Democratic centrists succeed pro-Israel stalwarts
Engel and Lowey as chairs of key House panels

By RON KAMPEAS
Dec. 3, 2020 WASH-

INGTON (JTA) —
Democratic Party cen-
trists with solid Israel
bona fides defeated pro-
gressives as the chairs of
two key House commit-
tees, succeeding pro-
Israel stalwarts Eliot
Engel and Nita Lowey.

Rep. Gregory Meeks of
New York will replace
Engel, also of New York,
as chairman of the
Foreign Affairs
Committee. Engel, for
decades one of the Democrats closest to the centrist and right-wing pro-
Israel communities, was defeated in a primary by a progressive challenger.

Meeks in the caucus vote defeated Joaquin Castro, a Texas Democrat
who has been critical of the government of Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, going so far as to suggest that Netanyahu had under-
cut U.S.-Israel ties. Meeks is the first Black chairman of the Foreign
Affairs Committee.

Meeks has co-sponsored pro-Israel legislation, including a bill that
would further enhance Israel-U.S. defense cooperation, and told a Jewish
Democratic group that defense assistance to Israel was sacrosanct. He also
said that under U.S. law, Israel is not allowed to use American defense
assistance on West Bank spending.

Rep. Rosa DeLauro, a Connecticut Democrat close to the party estab-
lishment, defeated Marcy Kaptur of Ohio and will replace New York’s
Lowey as chairwoman of the powerful Appropriations Committee. Lowey
is retiring this year and, like Engel, has long been close to the pro-Israel
community. Both Engel and Lowey are Jewish.

DeLauro is married to Stanley Greenberg, a prominent Democratic poll-
ster who has advised Israel’s Labor Party.

In Republican caucus elections, Kay Granger and Mike McCaul, both of
Texas, kept their positions as ranking members of the Appropriations and
Foreign Affairs committees, respectively.

Rep. Gregory Meeks Rep. Rosa DeLauro

Both Representatives are considered to be
pro-Israel. They succeed pro-Israel stal-
warts Elliot Engel and Nita Lowey.



There is no doubt
that platic is not

good for the evniron-
ment, yet it’s so
prevalent in so many
facets of our lives.

Sam Soloway and
Tyrell Witherspoon
have decided to do

what they can to change this reality, and are
working on providing a refill shop for all your
pantry needs – Planet Pantry.

Soloway grew up in the Winnipeg Jewish
community before heading to Toronto to pursue
a theatre career.  But, her theatre pursuits came
to a standstill with the onset of COVID.

“I have been living a zero-waste or low-waste
lifestyle in the last two years,”  Soloway says.

“Every time, I’d come back to visit in Winnipeg and visit my family for
the holidays, I’d always realize that my lifestyle is a lot more difficult to
attain here than in Toronto and other places in the world, because everything
was a little bit less accessible.

“So I had this dream, and I kept talking about
how, ‘Well, what if I stayed here and opened up my
own zero-waste store?’...This is something that
Winnipeggers and Manitoba folks can be educated
on and know more about.”

Witherspoon decided to pursue this with Soloway.
Recognizing that zero-waste may come off as a bit

intimidating and unattainable, Soloway focused her
attention on the goal of cutting down the amount of
waste each of us leavse on the planet, and just on
doing the best we can.

“It’s all the small choices you can make – like tak-
ing your own reusable shopping bags, and refusing
straws – all those things people already know and
talk about,”  Soloway explains.  “It really makes a
big difference, because everything we’re using and
producing is still on the planet today.

“These small changes still make a big impact.  There is so much garbage
and trash in the landfills, in the oceans...and it’s super harmful to animals,
and to humans, and to the environment...So, it’s really just about reducing
the amount of waste we are all producing.  It all starts with the consumer.”

While many of us do make a habit of recycling, according to Soloway,
only nine percent of plastic that has ever been created has been recycled –
noting that it does not biodegrade, eventually breaking down into micro
plastics that find their way into our environment and our bodies.

“So, that’s plastic we are actually ingesting as humans, and that’s harming
animals, and wildlife, and sea creatures,”  Soloway suggests.

“I found it difficult, because I’d been living in Toronto, and there are so
many specific zero-waste stores that already exist there.  It’s hard to know
where to go here and where to start.  So, when I came back to Winnipeg, I
had to do a lot of research about where to find products and things I need-
ed...and it wasn’t always in the most convenient way, because I’d have to
spend a lot of time researching.  But, there are definitely places that have
begun the initiative and that do offer certain assets.”

As a result, Soloway and Witherspoon started Planet Pantry.
“I just really wanted to be able to create a space where, you know, no mat-

ter what you’re buying, you’re helping the planet,” Soloway says.  “And you
really don’t have to think about it.  We will do the thinking for you and you
just have to know that, by buying with us, you’re doing good.”

The idea for Planet Pantry is that anyone can bring their own clean con-
tainer and fill it with any item they want.  The store has a system that allows
you to weigh your container when you walk in, and for that weight to be
taken off the product when you pay.

“So, you bring in all of your containers, and we’ll have a scale there for
you,” Soloway explains.  “You weigh all your containers,  you write down
the weight on the container.  And, whatever product you have in that con-
tainer, you will only pay for the price of the actual product.”

With COVID still upon us, Planet Pantry has had to resort to pre-filling
(plastic-free) glass mason jars, which, they hope people will reuse going for-
ward when they shop with them post-pandemic or, at the very least, recycle.

Their first virtual Planet Pantry store took place at the end of November,
and they sold out very quickly.  The next one is set for December 5th-to-6th
(with orders being picked up on December 7th-to-8th).

Educating people about issues such as these and finding ways to make a
positive difference in the world have always been very important to
Soloway.

“That’s really important for me, and now, to continue that through our
Planet Pantry platform,” she says.  “We have so many goals and visions for
the future.  Taking it into schools would be amazing.  Just educating the
young children about it is awesome.  Hopefully, we can eventually set up
some workshops and, yeah, we have a lot of ideas...teaching young people
to make their lunches with no waste and no plastic...they aren’t going to
know any different, so they more likely will grow up  with that
mindset...which, I think, is where we all need to be.”

When asked about other ways we can be putting our best foot forward in
the direction of zero-waste, Soloway suggests, “It really is all about the lit-
tle simple things, like carrying your reusable shopping bags with you.  If you
do have plastic shopping bags lying around, then reuse them.  Try to make
the best use of what you already have.  That’s kind of my motto.

“If you are somebody who likes to use straws, then just switch to a
reusable straw.  What’s really important is carrying your water bottle and not
buying plastic water bottles.  Really, what you’re paying for is the plastic
bottle, and that is actually toxic for human consumption as well.

“And it’s just about refusing things with single-use plastic.  So, if you’re
in a grocery store and you see that you can purchase lettuce on its own, as
opposed to in a plastic bag, then make those little swaps and changes.  Just
be really conscious about the decisions you’re making.  Once you’re think-
ing about this more, you’ll realize how much plastic there is everywhere.
It’s all just about being aware.”

For more information and to be in the know about upcoming shopping
events, visit , @planetpantrywpg (Instagram), and (Facebook). 

Sam Soloway lights the way out of the dark tunnel of plastic waste
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By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

SAM SOLOWAY (left) and TYRELL 
WITHERSPOON of Plastic Pantry



Luba Yurchenko brings Ashkelon-honed baking to Winnipeg
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By REBECA KUROPATWA 

Luba and Vladimir Yurchenko moved to Winnipeg
from Ashkelon in 2016 with their three daughters,
Doriel (11), Thea (8), and Zoe (6).

Vladimir, a long haul truck driver, found work in his
field upon arrival.  Luba opted to go culinary school,
though she had already worked as a pastry chef in
Ashkelon, after having earned her diploma from the
Chef College in Israel.

In 2019, Luba felt she was ready to share her passion
for baking with new clients.  She began renting space at
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia synagogue’s kitchen, selling her
baked goods at farmers’ markets and to people she knew.

When she was in her mid-20s, Luba recalls, “I was liv-
ing with my dad, because my mom stayed in Russia and
I grew up with him.  He is a minimalist person.  We did-
n’t have an oven in the house.  We didn’t bake.  I never
baked.

“I got married in 2006, and, in 2009, Doriel was born.
And, after three years, my husband got me an actual
oven and I started baking just for fun...just to see if I
loved it or if I could do it.

“I started to be very good at it.  So, a year later, I decided to go to study
it in Israel and I graduated in 2013.”

Even after graduating, Luba continued her education.  She took two more
courses in cake decorating and started working in a bakery in Ashkelon.

“A lot of Jewish families enjoyed our baking stuff, because it was kosher
with a rabbi’s blessing,” Luba says.

Then, COVID hit.  “We had big plans for this past summer of 2020,” she
notes.  “We were supposed to be at farmers’ markets and lots of
places...even at the zoo market before Christmas, but all of it was can-
celled.”

Luba decided to realign her plans and spent time working on her website,
making it possible for people to order goods.  But then, the Herzlia
Synagogue had to close its doors in line with the COVID restrictions and
shut downs, so Luba had to find another commercial kitchen where she
could work – which she managed to do.

To date, Luba handles all baking orders on her
own, with occasional help from her husband,
Vladimir, when he is around.  During Chanukah,
Vladimir plans to take a week off to help with extra
holiday orders.

“I think that COVID was good to my
business...because everything was closed, and
nobody knew what was going to happen.  So, people
just searched, and I was open, as bakeries are essen-
tial.

“Lots of people reached out to me to order.  And, I
built a website, which I’d never done before.  And
now, I’m more accessible to people and I’m doing
deliveries.  So, it’s very convenient.”

According to Luba, only about 50 percent of her
clients are Jewish.  “I can see, for example, that a lot
of Indian people really like my food.  I’m not doing
only cakes.  I’m also making food, like soups, and
breads, and spreads, like baba ganoush and hummus
and all kinds of stuff.  I see that Indian people love
me, because I use the spices, similar spices to them.”

As far as how Luba came up with her business
name, she said, “Each person has an image of the cake they want for a party
or something.  I just listen to my clients and then I create what’s on their
mind – their fantasy cakes.  It answers everything they wanted in a cake.  I
can make it happen.”

Next up, Luba plans to open a bricks-and-mortar location in River
Heights, once she has all the permits and equipment put together.

One thing you will always be able to count on is Luba’s quality ingredi-
ents.  “I try to use local ingredients,” she sys.  “I’m baking and making all
this stuff, as if I’m making it for my family.  Anything that I’m not going
to give my children, I’m not going to sell.  And everything is made from
scratch.”

And, as for Chanukah, Luba said she has plans to make a lot of sufgan-
iot.

For a menu and/ to make an order, 
visit https://www.fantasycakeswinnipeg.ca/.

LUBA YURCHENKO

Rapper Lord Jamar says 500,000
Jews at most died in the Holocaust

Dec. 2, 2020 (JTA) — Lorenzo Dechalus, a
well-known rapper whose stage name is Lord
Jamar, said that at most only 500,000 Jews died
in the Holocaust.

Dechalus, a New York City-born producer
and former cast member of the television show
“Oz,” made the comment during an  interview
with Rizza Islam, a member of the Nation of
Islam.

“Check the records: There wasn’t even six
million Jews in Europe at that time,” Dechalus,
52, said. “There was about 500,000 over there,
in Germany, in Europe, there was no six mil-
lion, so what are we talking about? Stop it.”

The video is available on Facebook, which in
October said it would ban Holocaust denial
from its platform. Britain’s Campaign Against
Antisemitism group wrote about it Sunday.

Dechalus added: “I’m not saying they didn’t
do some of the horrific things that they did but
it wasn’t to the scale that they’re saying it was
done.”

Islam reacted by saying: “That’s a fact.” He
also said that Adolf Hitler “was a horrible
dude” but “he learned how to use a system of
eugenics and sterilization through the vaccines
and other things of that nature from California,
from America.”

In the video, Dechalus and Islam several
times described a “clash” between Blacks,
whom they called “our people,” and “the
enemy.” Rizza also repeated as fact a discredit-
ed theory that vaccines cause autism.

According to the Israeli Holocaust museum
Yad Vashem, during the 1942 Wannsee
Conference a high Nazi official referred to 11
million Jews that would be targeted by Nazi
Germany.



By GABE FRIEDMAN
(JTA) — Acclaimed director David Fincher’s

highly anticipated film “Mank,” on the Jewish
screenwriter Herman Mankiewicz and the story
behind his writing of the classic film “Citizen
Kane,” is now on Netflix following a short the-
ater-only run. It’s already being considered a
front-runner for several Oscar nominations.

Beyond “Citizen Kane,” Mankiewicz worked
behind the scenes on dozens of famous films
from the silent era into the 1950s — among
them “The Wizard of Oz” and the comedy
“Dinner at Eight” — without often receiving
credits. He was known in Hollywood’s inner
circles for his sharp wit, as well as his alco-
holism, and numerous critics have described Mankiewicz as one of the
most influential screenwriters of all time.

But Mankiewicz has never gained the fame of “Citizen Kane,” nor its
director and star, Orson Welles. And it’s likely that only the most zealous
of film buffs are aware of the Jewish sides to Mankiewicz’s story. Here’s
some of that history.

Meet the Mankiewiczes
Mankiewicz was the son of German-Jewish parents who immigrated to

the United States in the late 19th century and spent most of his early years
in New York City. He has been far from the only noted member of his

Jewish family. His prominent
relatives include:

His late brother, Joseph, won
multiple Oscars as a director,
screenwriter and producer.

His son Frank was a political
aide to Sen. Robert Kennedy
and eventually a president of
NPR.

His late son Don was an
Academy Award-nominated
screenwriter and author.

His late nephew Tom was a
screenwriter and director who
worked on multiple James Bond
films and other blockbusters.

His grandson Ben is a host on
the Turner Classic Movies chan-
nel and a co-founder of The
Young Turks, a popular progres-
sive online politics show.

A fledgling Jewish
journalist

Before becoming a
s c r e e n w r i t e r ,
Mankiewicz served in
the Army and
Marines, then worked
as a journalist, first as
a reporter in Berlin
for American news-
papers such as the
Chicago Tribune, and
then as a theater and
book critic for The
New York Times and
The New Yorker.

But before all of
that, he first worked
after college as an
editor for the
American Jewish
Chronicle, one of the
earliest English-lan-
guage Jewish publi-
cations, then distrib-
uted nationally once a
week. You can read
the first issue online
here: Published in
May 1916, it featured
contributions from
luminaries such as
I.L. Peretz and Ahad
Ha’am.

Not big with the Nazis
In 1935, the man nicknamed “Mank” was writ-

ing for MGM when Nazi propaganda mastermind
Joseph Goebbels sent the studio a letter saying
that none of the films Mankiewicz was involved
in would be shown in Germany — unless his
name was removed from the credits.

According to a New York Times obituary,
Mankiewicz didn’t do his status in Nazi Germany
any favors by working on a project called “The
Mad Dog of Europe,” which satirized Hitler but in
the end was abandoned “on advice of influential
American Jews, who feared it might militate
against their co-religionists in Germany.”

The Anti-Defamation League also “feared it would provoke accusations
of Jewish warmongering, and they worried that if it failed commercially, it
would demonstrate American apathy to Hitler or even pave the way for
pro-Nazi films,” explains an article in Commentary on the film that was
never made.

An unadvertised identity
Mankiewicz was just one of the many influential Jews in the early days

of Hollywood working in all facets of the industry. But even as the Nazis
were aware of them, most did not telegraph their Jewish identities, espe-
cially as the Hollywood blacklist — spurred on by the anti-communist sen-
timent of people like Sen. Joe McCarthy and FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover —
grew in influence in the 1940s and ’50s.

As his grandson Ben told the Forward in May, “Most of them had to, if
not hide it, hide that it mattered, that part of their identity. They felt very
strongly, ‘we can’t let our Judaism influence the tone and texture of the art,
of the films,’ because they knew they were succeeding in a world rich with
anti-Semitism.”

(Ben also said in the interview that his father, Frank, Herman’s son, grew
up in an “observant Jewish household.” So Herman clearly passed on some
religiosity.)

The important Jewish character in “Citizen Kane”
Mankiewicz and Welles had a famously contentious relationship that

boiled over during and after the making of “Citizen Kane,” as they publicly
tussled over who deserved the limelight in the wake of the film’s success.
Welles is often seen as the only star of the project, which he was onscreen
as the lead actor — but a 1971 New Yorker article by the renowned (and
Jewish) film critic Pauline Kael muddied that narrative and gave
Mankiewicz not only joint but sole credit for the movie’s lauded script.

Regardless, Welles was interestingly “very fascinated and crazy about all
things Jewish,” the director Peter Bogdanovich told Tablet in 2011, and “a
big fan of the Yiddish art theater.” That sentiment likely formed out of
Welles’ friendly relationship with a doctor named Maurice Bernstein who
was close with his family, Bogdanovich theorized.

In “Citizen Kane,” which is roughly based on the rise of the newspaper
magnate William Randolph Hearst, there is a character named Bernstein
who sticks by the protagonist Charles Foster Kane’s side through thick and
thin, and is usually referred to as the film’s most sympathetic persona.

“[Dr.] Bernstein, who was [Orson’s] legal guardian after his father died,
was a very, very important figure in his life. He named Bernstein in the
movie as a gesture toward his guardian,” Bogdanovich said in the Tablet
interview.

In a twist, Mankiewicz was the one wary of including the clearly Jewish
character, especially after the actor Everett Sloane was cast to play the role.

“Everett Sloane is an unsympathetic looking man, and anyways you
shouldn’t have two Jews in one scene,” Mankiewicz said about one
moment in the film, according to a memo unearthed by Bogdanovich.

Sloane, who was Jewish, had a nose that he thought was too large and
despaired over it in striving to become a leading man. Welles would later
say that Sloane “must have had 20 operations” on his nose before taking
his own life at age 55.

One of the film’s many innovative montages includes one of the earliest
examples of a character standing up against anti-Semitism onscreen, as
Kane rebukes his first wife Emily’s repulsion to Bernstein during a series
of breakfast scenes.

While Mankiewicz and Welles collaborated on much of the script,
Tablet’s Harold Heft wrote that Welles penned the breakfast montage on his
own.

“The anti-Semitism that existed then was largely from the Jews them-
selves,” Bogdanovich said.

The real story behind ‘Mank,’ the new movie about 
the Jewish screenwriter who brought us ‘Citizen Kane’
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Happy Chanukah
From the Levit Family

Gary Oldman plays Herman Mankiewicz in
“Mank.” (Screenshot from YouTube)
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

 

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of
Yiddish column

I thought that Jefrey Shandler’s “Yiddish:
Biography of a Language” (Oxford, 2020)
would explain to me once and for all what
Yiddish is. Shandler, who teaches Jewish studies
at Rutgers University, exposes the hidden polit-
ical agendas of modern Yiddish scholarship in
the form of a symbolic biography of the lan-
guage: when was it born, where, who spoke it,
where was it spoken, its professions, education,
and finally, untimely death. In his conclusion,
Yiddish is the symbol of the ever changing iden-
tity of European Jews. One Jew- four opinions.
Now we have one more. 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in  to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays

1:30-2:30 PM Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM
dial or online at ckjs.com 

On December 13th Osher Kraut will celebrate
Chanukah. Hosts on December 20th will be Gerry
Posner and Rochelle Zucker. Rochelle will feature
The Klezmer Conservatory Band who in 2020 are
celebrating their 40th anniversary.

You can listen to past presentations on our pod-
cast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradio-
hour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinn
ipeg/

‘Homeland’ creators are adapting
Nathan Englander’s 

‘Dinner at the Center of the Earth’
into a TV series

Dec. 1, 2020 (JTA) — Showtime hopes it has
found its next “Homeland” in the form of a Nathan
Englander adaptation.

The network has “Homeland” co-creators
Howard Gordon and Alex Gansa producing
Englander’s 2017 novel “Dinner at the Center of
the Earth” into a series, Deadline reports.

The book centers on a Prisoner Z who is being
held at a secret prison site in Israel’s Negev Desert.
He’s an Israeli spy who betrayed his native country
to atone for actions that led to the death of innocent
individuals — and perhaps break the cycle of vio-
lence in the region.

Gordon and Gansa have worked together on
numerous shows, including “24,” and converted
the hit Israeli series “Prisoners of War” into
“Homeland” for American audiences. That show
earned the pair two Emmys, including for best
drama series.

Englander, who grew up Orthodox and usually
writes on Jewish themes (he told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency last year that everything down
to “the weather” in his books is Jewish), has pub-
lished five acclaimed books. His latest,
“Kaddish.com,” involves a haredi Orthodox man
who leaves his religious community and then
returns to it.

Nathan Englander and the cover of his book



light of my life.”
Hyman Roth, according to a

deleted scene in “The Godfather
Part II,” was originally named
Hyman Suchowsky — but the
character changed his name out
of admiration for the real-life
Jewish gangster Arnold
Rothstein (not to be confused
with the fictional Ace), later
shortening it to Roth. “I’ve
loved baseball ever since
Arnold Rothstein fixed the
World Series in 1919,” the char-
acter says in the film.

-Hollywood has offered plenty of other depictions of all three of those real-life gangsters. Bugsy
Siegel was played by Warren Beatty in the 1991 biopic “Bugsy,” which Beatty also directed.

-Michael Lerner played Arnold Rothstein in “Eight Men Out,” John Sayles’ 1988 movie about the
fixing of that same 1919 World Series. 

-None other than Joe Pesci played another Lansky stand-in named “Mayakofsky” in the 1983 film
“Eureka,” while Dustin Hoffman was Lansky in the 2005 drama “The Lost City,” a film that covered
the gangster’s adventures in Cuba. Richard Dreyfuss played Lansky in a 1999 HBO movie “Lansky,”
which was written by Jewish playwright David Mamet.

-Harvey Keitel, who is Jewish and is another veteran of Scorsese gangster pictures, is set to play an
aging version of Lansky in an upcoming biopic, also called “Lansky.” That
film is being directed by Eytan Rockaway, whose father Robert wrote a
book in 1993 called “But He Was Good to His Mother: The Lives and
Crimes of Jewish Gangsters.” 

-On the HBO TV series “Boardwalk Empire,” which Scorsese executive
produced, Michael Stuhlbarg (famous for his role in the Coen brothers’ “A
Serious Man”) played Rothstein and Michael Zegen, later of “The
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel,” portrayed Siegel. In the short-lived cable series
“Mob City,” Edward Burns was Siegel and Patrick Fischler was Lansky. In
the lightly regarded 1991 film “Mobsters,” Richard Grieco played Siegel,
Patrick Dempsey played Lansky and F. Murray Abraham portrayed
Rothstein. 

-There have been many fictional Jewish gangsters as well. For example,
in 1990’s “Miller’s Crossing,” written and directed by the Coen brothers,
John Turturro played bookie Bernie Bernbaum, about whom it is said “he’s
got a mixed reputation, but for a sheeny, he’s got a lot of good qualities.”
“Sheeny” is an anti-Jewish slur from the 19th century.

-In the 2006 crime drama “Lucky Number Slevin,” Ben Kingsley played
a crime boss who was also a rabbi, and was called simply “The Rabbi.” The
current season of the FX TV adaptation of the Coen brothers’ film “Fargo”
features a character known as “Rabbi Milligan,” played by Ben Whishaw,
who was traded among different ethnic crime families. One of those is the
Jewish outfit known as the Moskowitz Syndicate.

-And on “The Sopranos,” there was Herman “Hesh” Rabkin (Jerry Adler),
a veteran Jewish gangster and longtime associate of the Soprano family. In
one episode, Christopher Moltisanti warns that an upcoming sit-down
involving Hesh is likely to be a tough negotiation, because “I’ve heard his
opinions on giving back pieces of Israel.” Adler also guest-starred on an
episode of “The West Wing” as the father of Richard Schiff’s character
Toby Ziegler, who was estranged from him due to his long-ago involvement
with the Jewish organized crime group Murder, Inc.

This article originally appeared on The Nosher.
Making crispy potato latkes is a skill every Jewish

cook wants to master. It’s not a big secret — it just
requires a few easy steps to ensure crispy, golden
latkes every time. How to make perfect latkes for
Hanukkah
By SHANNON SARNA

(JTA) We also love topping our latkes with an array
of delicious choices, from sweet to savory and from
ordinary to extraordinary: homemade applesauce,
cream cheese and smoked salmon, pulled brisket
Israeli salad or even pastrami and mustard.

So get frying and get creative with those toppings.
Classic Potato Latkes Recipe
Ingredients
• 5 large potatoes, peeled
• 1 small onion

• 2 eggs lightly beat-
en

• ¼ cup bread
crumbs, matzah meal

or flour
• 1½ tsp coarse salt (1 tsp if using kosher

salt)
• freshly ground black pepper
Directions
1) Grate potatoes coarsely or finely,

according to your preference. Finely grate
the onion.

2) Place grated potatoes and onion in a
clean kitchen towel and squeeze tightly
until all of the liquid is strained.

3) Place the strained potatoes and onion in a large bowl and add the eggs,
breadcrumbs, salt and pepper.

4) Heat the 1-inch of oil in a large pan and drop 6 to 8 spoonfuls of mix-
ture into hot oil. Using the back of a spoon, pat down each latke to flatten
it. Put as many as you can in the skillet without crowding. Putting them too
close together will make them soggy.

5) Fry 3 to 4 minutes on each side, until golden and crisp around the
edges; repeat procedure until finished with all the batter.

6) Blot excess oil with paper towels and serve warm with desired top-
ping.
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How to make perfect latkes for Hanukkah

Gangsters
(Continued from page 31.)

Lee Strasberg (left) as Hyman Roth in “The Godfather”. The
character was based on the real-life Myer Lansky.



By BRAD CHENKIS
My father, Boris Chenkis, is owner of After FIVE

Fashions in Vancouver. He has always been fasci-
nated by retail news from other countries. One day,
while watching Israel Daily TV, he saw an inter-
view with Liat Goldhammer, the chief technology
officer of an Israeli startup called Sonovia.
Goldhammer was being interviewed about new
fabric finishing technology for textile manufactur-
ing that had been developed at Bar-Ilan University.
She explained how the newly developed technolo-
gy would repel and kill bacteria located on cloth-
ing.

That interview took place in early January this
year. COVID-19 had not yet become a worldwide
pandemic, so Boris just listened with interest to the
program about this new Israeli startup, without any
foreknowledge that what he was watching would
soon prove to be of immense value in the fight
against COVID.

Then, when Boris was watching ILTV again in
March, he saw Dr. Jason Migdal, a microbio
researcher in Israel discussing how the Sonovia
technology mechanically impregnates metal
nanoparticles into a mask called the SonoMask. Dr.
Migdal explained how those particles destroy
microorganisms in fabric, something that was veri-
fied by two independent labs. Further, the fabric
was both durable and washable.

Here’s how the SonoMask works:
The unique, reusable mask has antiviral prop-

erties that last over a year. Multiple internation-
ally accredited laboratories have shown that
Sonavia’s fabric, embedded with zinc oxide
nano-particles, has a strong antiviral effect that
successfully neutralizes 99.34% of the COVID-
19 virus, even after 55 wash cycles. The
SonoMask offers superior protection, reusabili-
ty, and comfort.

Sonovia’s ultrasound-based technology
durably coats the individual textile fibres. This
ensures that the fabric will remain reusable and
washable. As well, Sonovia’s technology uses
50% fewer chemicals and 100% fewer chemical
binders than the current method of fabric fin-

ishing. (For more details about the Sonovia
mask, please visit sonoviatech.com.)

With the COVID virus spreading exponential-
ly, Sonovia was soon having a positive impact on
Israeli doctors and health professionals by pro-
viding them with technologically advanced
masks.

In May Boris saw another program on ILTV
about Sonovia mask technology. At that point he
saw an opportunity to get involved himself.
During his teenage years Boris had lived in
Israel, studying and working at Kibbutz Rosh
Hanikra. With a connection to Israel that never
left his heart, Boris wanted to support an Israeli
startup, so he began to purchase Sonovia masks
to keep his family, friends, and community safe.

Soon after his first purchase he received an
email from Sonovia asking him whether he
would consider helping to distribute the compa-
ny’s masks across Canada. Boris said yes, and
soon the masks were being shipped from
Habonim street in Ramat Gan to Vancouver!

At first Boris reached out to family and friends
with the masks. Within days he was thrilled to be
delivering hundreds of masks and supporting an
Israeli company at the same time. Since then, I
have joined my father in the distribution of
Sonovia’s masks.

Please contact us at
sonoviamaskcanada@gmail.com or phone 778-
895-5258 with any questions about ordering
masks in Canada.
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Made in Israel Sonovia face masks are now available in Canada

Brad Chenkis displays the Israeli made Sonovia
Masks that are now available in Canada.

When Code Red lifts, treat yourself to hair extensions at

Micro weft hair extension is a new and effective
method  that allows the weft to lay  flat at the base vs.
the braided  sew-in method which  is more bulky  at
the base.
In addition,  it is adjustable as the roots grows out.
After 4 to 6 weeks, it can be pushed  up to feel secure
again. The difference between these two methods is
that the weft is adjustable whereas the sew-in method
isn’t. 
This luxury  technique is made with  AAA grade hair.
James at Sets explains that you won’t struggle with
any matting or tangles. With care, the hair usually
lasts more than a year. 
James says Sets usually keep the 22 inch lengths in
stock; however,  if you want to have longer lengths,
Sets will order them for you.
Call James at 204-474-1818 to discuss how he can
add some luxury hair to your own - once Code Red is
lifted!
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Chag Chanukah 
Sameach!
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‘Jeopardy!’ just had a Yiddish category with words like ‘schlep’ and ‘nosh’
By LIOR ZALTZMAN

This article originally appeared in Kveller.
“Jeopardy!” fans have been hard hit by the loss

of Alex Trebek, who died of cancer on Nov. 8 at
age 80. But because the show films in advance —
and Trebek kept filming until a week before his
passing — the beloved longtime host is still with
us until Jan. 4 with new episodes airing on week-
nights.

Just why are we writing about this iconic game
show? Well, Jewish questions and guests are not
exactly rare on “Jeopardy!”. But on November 30,
the show had an entire category dedicated to
Yiddish. The clueless contestants were clearly
schvitzing — that’s “sweating” in Yiddish — and
mostly stumped.

Of the five Yiddish questions, only two of the
three contestants got two right. Let’s review them
— read on and see how you would do!

Yiddish for $1,000: The word for cheap & shoddily made goods now usu-
ally refers to cheap and shoddily made entertainment.

(The answer is: What is schlock?)

Yiddish for $800: The opening to Laverne & Shirley used these 2 Yiddish
words, one meaning an oaf, the other, an unlucky person.

(The answer is: What are schlemiel and schlemazel?)

Yiddish for $600: This verb means to haul or to move with effort.
(The answer is: What is schlep?) This one was correctly answered by

contestant Ben Ring, an accountant originally from Allentown,
Pennsylvania. Mazel tov, Ben!

Yiddish for $400: Sometimes in the middle of the night I’ll head to the

kitchen and do some of this from the Yiddish
for “snacking.”

(The answer is: What is nosh/noshing?) And,
in case you didn’t know, The Nosher is the
name of our partner site that’s dedicated to
Jewish food.

Yiddish for $200: There’s no guilt in knowing that “gelt” is this; you’ll
receive some with a correct response.

(The answer is: What is gelt?) Contestant and college administrator Tracy
Arwari of Newport, West Virginia, got some gelt for this one. And, FYI,
gelt is simply Yiddish for “money,” though of course we also love to eat
chocolate gelt during Hanukkah!

Overall, while we found these questions absolutely delightful, longtime
“Jeopardy!” fans voiced their frustration at the contestants’ lack of Yiddish
skills on Twitter.

How would you have done? Personally, I found the questions all
extremely easy, but, you know, I work for a Jewish publication.
Nonetheless, we did get verklempt watching Trebek impart his viewers
with some Yiddish knowledge, knowing that in just over a month we’ll
have to say goodbye to him on TV. May his memory be for a blessing.

Before he died on November 8, “Jeopardy!”
host Alex Trebek taped a series of episodes
that will continue to be aired until January 4.
On November 30 the show had an entire cat-
egory dedicated to Yiddish!

Now, who wouldn’t have known that the
answer to this question on the November
30 episode was “nosh”? 




