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The news of the passing of leg-
endary lawyer Greg Brodsky
has already been well reported

in various news media.
But, aside from his numerous contributions to jurisprudence

Greg Brodsky was someone who contributed a great deal of
his  his time to a myriad of Jewish organizations.

A scan of Jewish Post and Jewish Post & News archives
reveals the many organizations to which Mr. Brodsky devoted
his time. The very first mention of  Greg Brodsky’s name in
one of our issues was in the January 21, 1965 issue, when he
was a young 24-year-od lawyer.

His name was listed as a vice-chairman of the 1965 Israel
Histadrut campaign. (How long has it been since we’ve had
any reference to Histadrut in this paper?) In succeeding years
Mr. Brodsky’s name was regularly listed in Histadrut cam-
paigns. 

In 1968 his name was listed on the Pioneer Women’s Child Rescue campaign (another annual
event that was at one time a staple of our community).

In 1976 Greg’s name was on the list of barristers backing the Combined Jewish Appeal cam-
paign that year.

But, starting in 1980, the name Brodsky began to appear on a regular basis in Harvey Rosen’s
sports column, “The Sporting Touch”. Here is what Harvey wrote in our June 7, 1980 issue, under
the headline “These Runners Didn’t Stumble”. The occasion was the second running of what has
since become an annual event: The Manitoba Marathon.

“I decided to scan the thousands of names and at random choose some of the ‘chosen people’
who realized their dream of one day running the equivalent distance of the Boston Marathon.

“Was Dr. Fred Shane’s name there? Do kids love Mickey Mouse?....
“Lawyer Greg Brodsky, upon whom Shane prevailed to join him this year in Boston, also com-

pleted the Manitoba race…According to
Fred, ‘Brodsky has got incredible drive.’
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Four members of Jewish community appointed as Queens’s Counsel by Manitoba Government
Honorary Title Recognizes Exceptional Merit in Law Profession: Goertzen

January 25, 2022
The Manitoba government has appointed 11 Manitoba lawyers as

Queen’s counsel to recognize their extraordinary contributions to the prac-
tise of law, Justice Minister Kelvin Goertzen announced today.

“The lawyers we are honouring today showcase the very best of their pro-
fession,” said Goertzen. “These individuals have exhibited a steadfast com-
mitment to excellence in the practise of law while exuding professionalism,
integrity and leadership. I extend my sincere congratulations to 2021’s
appointees.”

Among the 11 appointees are:
Jonathan Kroft – Kroft is counsel to MLT Aikins LLP and was called

to the Manitoba bar in 1984. He has practises in the areas of commercial
litigation, administrative and public law, arbitration, alternative dispute res-
olution and securities litigation. Prior legal positions include executive
vice-president, risk management and chief legal officer at Wellington West
Holdings Inc. where he dealt with commercial matters, mergers and acqui-
sitions, regulatory issues, employment issues and dispute, and risk man-
agement. Kroft has been involved with a number of community organiza-
tions including

Brenlee Carrington Trepel Jonathan Kroft Leilani Kagan Richard D. Buchwald

(Continued on page 3. See “Queen’s Counsel”.)

(Continued on page 3. See “Greg Brodsky”.)
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Gazpacho police? Marjorie Taylor Greene’s
Nazi faux pas goes viral

Feb. 9, 2022 WASHINGTON (JTA) — If Marjorie Taylor Greene sets
out for another repentant trip to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, she
might want to stop by a Spanish restaurant on the way.

That way the Georgia Republican congresswoman can figure out the dif-
ference between the Gestapo, Hitler’s atrocity-committing shock troops,
and gazpacho, the yummy Spanish cold soup.

In an interview on the pro-Trump One America News Network, Taylor
Greene laced into investigations by a special House committee into the vio-
lent Jan. 6, 2021 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol using the mangled kind of
Nazi comparisons that Jewish groups have implored her to avoid.

“Not only do we have the D.C. jail, which is the D.C. Gulag, but now we
have Nancy Pelosi’s gazpacho police, spying on members of Congress,
spying on the legislative work that we do, spying on our staff and spying
on American citizens who want to come talk to their representatives,”
Taylor Greene said.

The Republican Accountability Project, a Twitter feed run by
Republicans seeking to purge their party of acolytes of former President
Donald Trump, on Wednesday posted a snippet of the interview.

Sarah Longwell, a founder of the group, saw the tweet going viral and
seized an opportunity. “Our team is covering the GOP from soup to nuts,”
she said.

Jewish liberals shared Taylor Greene’s statement with puns, some more
digestible than others.

“I join her in her fight against both the Gazpacho police and their col-
laborationist allies in the Vichyssoise,” said lawyer Akiva Cohen, punning
on the French collaborationist Vichy regime and another continental cold
soup.

“The things the gazpacho police would do to the juice!” said Eric Muller,
a Holocaust scholar at the University of North Carolina. “In their tortilla
chambers!”

There were plenty of obvious references to a certain Seinfeld episode.
“MTG thinks Pelosi is a soup Nazi,” said Andy Levy, a podcaster. There
were also plenty of regrets that Taylor Greene did not confuse “gulag,” the
Soviet prison system, with “goulash” — a soup that can be served hot and
cold.

On a more serious note, some observers were dismayed that Taylor
Greene, despite her visit to the Holocaust Museum and apologizing for
using Holocaust analogies, continued the habit.

“Folks, I’m beginning to get the sense that Marjorie Taylor Greene’s trip
to the Holocaust Museum didn’t actually take,” tweeted Yair Rosenberg of
The Atlantic.

By the end of the evening, Taylor Greene was joining in the fun. “No
soup for those who illegally spy on Members of Congress, but they will be
thrown in the goulash,” she said on her congressional Twitter account,
adding the hashtags “#Gazpacho #Gestapo”
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Community news

Greg, who should now be
capable of taking on a
greater load due to his
superb conditioning,
began only a year ago to
take the sport of running
seriously.”

Freda Glow also wrote
about Greg’s running
hobby when, in 1993,
she wrote about what
had become another
popular race, the
Winnipeg Beach to
Gimli 10-mile run.

Freda wrote this about Greg’s participation: “Avid runner Greg Brodsky
has participated in the race 10 times. ‘It’s a good way to see where you’re
at in your training. You can’t lie to the clock.’ He said it’s only too easy to
find an excuse not to run. Despite four past injuries, he’s continued.

“The busy criminal lawyer, who is recuperating nicely from two opera-
tions on his Achilles tendon states, ‘We’re going to show those doctors.
They told me I couldn’t run any more. “

In our July 24, 1980 issue Mr. Brodsky’s name appears on the list of
newly appointed executive members of the Shaarey Zedek Board, some-
thing that was to be repeated several times in future years.

In 1986 Mr. Brodsky’s name appears on a list of newly appointed mem-
bers to the board of Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion University.

And, although there wasn’t a story in our paper about his involvement
with the Vaad Ha’ir (the body responsible for the supervision of kashrut in
Winnipeg for a very long time), my first personal meeting with Mr.
Brodsky occurred some time in the 1980s when he was part of a group of
three men who came to our old office on Hutchings Street to discuss a mat-
ter that I’ve forgotten exactly what it was about. 

All that I remember was that certain individuals were unhappy with The
Jewish Post over something to do with kashrut. (Was it that we were car-
rying ads for “trayf” restaurants? I just can’t remember.) What I do remem-
ber was that Mr. Brodsky didn’t say a word during that meeting – and
looked a mite uncomfortable even being there. (My impression was that he
would have rather been anywhere else. I’m glad I wasn’t subjected to one
of his famous cross-examinations.) 

In 2002 Mr. Brodsky was a member of the cast of the Manitoba Bar
Association’s production of “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”.

In our February 9, 2011 issue Mr. Brodsky’s name is listed as a newly
appointed director of the Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education.

In March of that same year, Mr. Brodsky delivered the eulogy at the
funeral of another great member of Manitoba’s legal community, Harry
Walsh, saying: “Mr. Walsh was a big part of my life. He is responsible for
what I am today. He left me with 40 years worth of memories. I am going
to miss him.”

My final communication with Mr. Brodsky occurred in the fall of 2020.
I received a phone call from him – much to my surprise, because I had
never had a phone call from him any time previously. His speech was
slurred and it was immediately apparent to me that he must have either had
a stroke or was suffering from some other debilitating condition.

I should note that for years we had been running memoriams for both of
Mr. Brodsky’s parents and were always paid with personal cheques from
Mr. Brodsky.

This time – and although it was not easy for me to discern what he was
saying, it became apparent that he was trying to schedule a memoriam for
his late wife, Sylvia. I wasn’t sure how I could comply with his request
without knowing more details, so I contacted Greg’s son, Dan.

As I recall, I did contact Dan, but unfortunately, I can’t remember the
conversation I had with him. In the end, I didn’t schedule that memoriam
– something I deeply regret, as I was told by an individual who took over
responsibility for Mr. Brodsky’s affairs when he was no longer capable of
doing so that Greg Brodsky so looked forward to receiving our paper each
issue.

While Greg Brodsky will no doubt be remembered for the indefatigable
energy he devoted to the law, I hope that by offering a smattering of other
aspects of his life, as noted at various times within the pages of this paper,
that I have offered a wider glimpse of a man who was so generous with his
time to so many different organizations but who was, as evidenced by
descriptions of his dogged determination to continue running even when he
had so severely injured himself doing so – someone of incredible determi-
nation, drive, and zest for life.

Greg Brodsky in a 1993 photo taken before
he was about to take part in the annual
Winnipeg Beach to Gimli run

(1993 JP&N file photo)

Simkin Centre personal care
home, Mauro Centre for Peace
and Justice, and the Jewish

Federation of Winnipeg. 
Richard D. Buchwald – Buchwald is a partner with Pitblado Law and

was called to the Manitoba bar in 1994. He practises in the areas of civil
and commercial litigation including estates professional regulation, debtor
and creditor relations, agri-business, employment and commercial leasing.
He is a trusted advisor to many clients in a wide variety of sectors. His pro-
fessional activities include being a life bencher of the Law Society of
Manitoba, a past member of the board of directors of the Canadian Bar
Association and past-president of the Manitoba Bar Association. Buchwald
currently serves on the board of directors of the Health Sciences Centre
Foundation. 

Leilani Kagan – Kagan is a partner at Thompson Dorfman Sweatman
LLP and was called to the Manitoba bar in 1999. Her practice focuses on
tax, corporate reorganizations, trusts and estate planning, and business law.
Her community involvement includes her activities as a director and past-
president of the Dream Factory and director of Toba Centre for Children &
Youth. She is also a member of the engagement committee of the
Associates of the I.H. Asper School of Business and co-chair of the United
Way’s major donor cabinet. 

Brenlee Carrington Trepel – Carrington Trepel is a recently retired self-
employed lawyer and sole practitioner who was called to the Manitoba bar
in 1999. She was recently the chairperson for the Manitoba Human Rights
Commission and was the first equity ombudsperson for the Law Society of
Manitoba. Carrington Trepel has journalism experience and is currently a
freelance book reviewer with the Winnipeg Free Press. She has published
more than 70 articles on human rights, discrimination, harassment and
respectful workplace issues for the Law Society and the Manitoba Bar
Association’s newsletter. Her community involvement includes being a
member of the Black and White Ball committee of the Royal Manitoba
Theatre Centre, a member of the president’s advisory council of the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and a volunteer with the University of
Manitoba Biomedical Research Ethics Board. 

Queen’s Counsel
(Continued from page 1.)

Greg Brodsky
(Continued from page 1.)



As the editor of the Winnipeg Jewish news-
paper, I try to maintain some sort of bal-
ance between focusing on issues that I

think would be of particular interest to Jewish
Winnipeggers (and former Jewish Winnipeggers,
who make up a huge part of our readership –
both for our newspaper and our website) and
issues that are dominant in the world right now.

The contrast between the two concerns is espe-
cially stark when it comes to reporting on the shocking breakdown of what
most of us would have perceived to be the prevailing social order in
Canada. Is there a Jewish angle to commenting on what I would say – and
I think most readers would agree, is a very scary situation in which we, as
Canadians, now find ourselves being held hostage by a vociferous and very
intimidating minority? I’m not sure, except that I think most readers would
agree that Jewish values place a premium on principled, reasoned debate,
rather than coercion.

I’m sure that, like me, you’re appalled at the unwillingness (or is it the
incapability?) of authorities at all levels in Canada to take on the so-called
“Freedom convoy” protesters. I’ve heard enough from politicians the likes
of our own premier defending the rights of citizens to “peaceful protest”.
Since when is blockading sections of cities with trucks, then blockading
border crossings “peaceful protest”?

And how peaceful is it to have horns blaring at all hours of the day and
night (okay – apparently the protesters in Ottawa agreed to scale back their
horn blowing at night in a tacit concession that their “rights” were in direct
contradiction of the rights of citizens to enjoy at least some semblance of
peaceful lives)?

What is especially frightening as we witness the ascendance of right wing
militant groups, many of which are associated with the worst forms of neo-
Fascistic beliefs, is that peaceful, law abiding citizens can only sit back and
watch with dismay as authorities show an utter lack of courage in con-
fronting this very menacing trend toward a descent into anarchy.

As far as ending Covid lockdown measures goes – and that was the osten-
sible goal of the protest which first began taking shape in that “Freedom
convoy” over three weeks ago, it now seems clear that for the majority of
those involved in the protest, their anger at authority of any kind has a lot
less to do with restrictions that may have been imposed upon all of us as a
result of public health orders than it has to do with a backlash against the
kinds of liberal norms that are the hallmark of a functioning democratic
society.

Chief among those norms is the willingness to accept the rule of law. And
yes, I’m well aware that other groups have defied the rule of law in the past
and got away with it. The issue here is the scale of defiance and how much
damage that defiance causes to society as a whole.

When it comes to analogies that describe the current situation, I often
think back of novelist Tom Wolfe and his wonderfully apt description of
politicians and police lifting the lid off a boiling pot “to let off steam” in
his novel, “The Bonfire of the Vanities”. Sure – there are times when
authorities should sit back and let the pot boil so that those involved in boil-
ing the pot can let off steam. But once the lid of the pot has exploded and

it’s no longer possible to put
it back on  - what then?

That surely seems to be the
case as we watch and listen
to individuals such as our
own Chief of Police in
Winnipeg go absolutely
silent when it comes to
addressing the occupation of
the area around the
Legislative Building by pro-
testers. As for our Prime
Minister, no doubt his
actions are being governed
by Liberal poll watchers who
see what is happening as a
golden opportunity to let the
Conservative Party further
alienate what was once a
sizeable number of moderate
individuals who believed in
the avowed principles of
“peace, order, and good gov-
ernment”, as we see that
party taken over almost
entirely by its right wing.

Perhaps Trudeau’s advisers
are employing a deliberate
strategy of doing nothing

more than issue meaningless press releases, but refuse to take any steps to
clear the cities and highways of the American-inspired protesters who, in
what must surely be the greatest irony of all, say they want the “right” to
control their own lives, but in taking aggressive steps to exercise their
“rights”, they are destroying the rights of so many more Canadians to con-
trol their lives (as in the case of the border blockades), and to benefit from
the normal economic order, as they shut down already severely damaged
supply chains.

And yet, these protesters, who invariably say they won’t talk to members
of the “mainstream media”, especially the CBC, seem to be engaged in
what has become one very large party. Do they have clear goals? Perhaps,
if ending all forms of Covid-related restrictions is one of their goals. But
these protests have morphed into something much larger than simply end-
ing Covid restrictions, which were well on their way to being phased out
over time, independent of the protests.

No, their ultimate goal is the replacement of a democratic system of gov-
ernment in Canada  - that has served us well for over 150 years, with a right
wing authoritarian style of government as typified by what the Trump-
inspired Republican Party in the US now stands for.  

As we see country after country throughout the world move to lift Covid-
related restrictions, so far without any apparent negative consequences for
the most part (although I see that some countries, such as Germany, are not
seeing the same reductions in hospitalizations that most other countries are
experiencing), while most of us remain apprehensive that we may see yet
another resurgence of a dreaded “variant” that will wreak havoc upon the
orderly lifting of restrictions, what the protesters throughout Canada have
now demonstrated is that any future attempt to reimpose restrictions will be
met with defiance, rather than acceptance.

And yet, as the experience of the past two years has taught us, it was the
willingness of the vast majority of Canadians to go along with those restric-
tions that kept the death rate in Canada so much lower than in our neigh-
bour to the south. Unfortunately, trying to make the point to the protesters
that the death rate from Covid in the US has been more than twice as high
as in Canada (918,000 deaths or .2% of the population in the US as opposed
to 35,439 deaths or .09%  of the population in Canada) is quite futile, as
their arguments are reliant upon spurious evidence that, had it been fol-
lowed in Canada, would have led to far more hospitalizations and a far
higher death rate from Covid.

Further, the number of Covid cases in the US has been a staggering 77.6
million, or 23% of the population. In Canada, the figures are 3.1 million
cases, or 8% of the population. Would saying that to those protesters make
any difference? Of course not, because one of the freedoms they demand is
the freedom to ignore indisputable facts.

Could we have done better in Canada? No doubt, if there had been less
resistance among that very small minority that has remained consistently
opposed to vaccinations, our death rate would have been much better.

But now, we keep hearing that Omicron is on the decline and that any-
way, if you get Omicron, the results will be much less deleterious than if
you had Delta. The fact is that all the experts in the world don’t know
where we’re headed. Any yes, Madame Premier, we’re all tired of Covid.
We were tired of it almost as soon as it began. But that’s no reason now to
stop listening to public health experts.

The vast majority of us did our parts in helping to ameliorate what could
have been a far worse situation in Canada. All that we need to do is look to
the south to see what could have happened here. Now, however, despite
Canadians, for the most part, listening to what public health experts
advised us to do, a rabid minority that seems to place its trust in wacky con-
spiracy theories has apparently seized the agenda and is intimidating pub-
lic authorities into paralysis. 

What this portends for the future is quite frightening. One would have
hoped that we would have been able to avoid American style intimidation
politics where politicians are frightened to express what they really think
for fear of antagonizing small, yet very well organized and funded groups.
But, it looks like that trend has now arrived in Canada and, unfortunately,
there will be no going back to a more harmonious political order.  

*****
Turning though, to issues that might be of specific interest to the Jewish

community, this edition contains the usual number of diverse stories that I
like to think have something to offer to almost anyone, whether it’s local
news, journeys into history, or thoughtful debate. 

To that end, once again I’ve waded into the issue of kashrut at the Simkin
Centre. I have no brief to bear on this issue, as currently I have no relatives
residing there. But, the fact that the Simkin Centre is now home to a size-
able number of non-Jews (and I’m still waiting to get more precise num-
bers to clarify that point), is just one more indication that our community
has evolved considerably from where it once was. I continue to maintain
that being aware how much this community has changed is key to under-
standing where it’s headed in the future. 
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Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN



Wednesday, February 16, 2022, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

Comment

Looking for antisemitism in all the wrong places

There are those –  Progressive Jews in partic-
ular– who seem to be desperately searching
out instances of antisemitism where it isn’t,

while being seemingly unable or unwilling to rec-
ognize it when they are surrounded by it.

Take this “freedom convoy” (or whatever you
want to call it), for example.  The Sunday before
last, a gentleman by the name of Bernie Farber,
Chair of the Federally-funded “Anti-Hate”
Network, in a Sunday tweet, produced a picture of

an antisemitic flyer and said it was “taken by a friend in Ottawa at the
Occupation”.

Farber’s claim was very quickly debunked by writer Jonathan Kay as
well as by a writer in the Cleveland Jewish News who both reported that
said flyer first appeared in Miami three weeks ago. 

Farber has conceded that it “could have come from social media origi-
nally”.

Nonetheless, media and politicians anxious to discredit the protest imme-
diately jumped all over Farber’s allegations to smear the entire enterprise
as anti-Semitic.

Kay added that “outside of the fake photo promoted by Farber, leftists on
Twitter also shared a photo of a man holding an antisemitic sign.”
However,” he noted that this individual had his racist sign torn up and was
lambasted by the convoy.”

Also  debunking allegations that the protests are rife with antisemitism is
Sue-Ann Levy, another Toronto-based writer.  In an article for online pub-
lication  True North Media on February 8, Levy noted that “if you followed
Twitter like I did this past weekend, you would have thought the Freedom
Convoy consisted of a host of anti-Semitic white supremacists.

Levy has covered many antisemitic protests in Toronto in the past few
years – including Al Quds day (‘the day of Jew hatred’), regular protests in
front of the Israeli consulate on Bloor St. West, and a recent protest that
filled the Yonge and Bloor intersection with vitriolic anti-Jewish diatribe.

“Having made it one of my missions to expose antisemitism – which in
the current era is often dressed in the guise of anti-Zionism or hatred of the
Jewish state – I paid particular attention to the messages of fear expressed
by members of Canada’s Jewish community,” she wrote.

That was until she realized, in her words – that “many of the tweets were
from ardent leftists whose heads were exploding over the protests them-
selves. Like the legacy media, many of them seemed determined to malign
the truckers and their message no matter how contrary the evidence, and no
matter how transparent the leftist agenda was.

“The most interesting thing about all of it,” she pointed out, “was the
sheer ignorance of the tweeters about one important fact – Benjamin
Dichter, a co-organizer of the Freedom Convoy, is Jewish.

“And he’s not a Jew who has sat on his hands. He has fought antisemitic
extremism for years.”

Reached Monday in between interviews, Levy reported that Dichter
affirmed that  the pamphlet which Farber had hyped - and which had been
spotted in Ottawa during the first weekend of the protests, was a hoax.

The protest  leadership instantly condemned it and other symbols of hate
– an inconvenient fact ignored by the major networks and newspapers –
and True North Media  posted a $6,500 reward to anyone who could iden-
tify the individual responsible.

I have watched many videos and podcasts and read daily a half a dozen
Twitter accounts.  Unlike, for example, hate-filled anti-Israel protests,
everything is peaceful, everyone sounds reasonable.  The media I am sure
won’t tell you that so much food has been donated to the protesters that
some have opened a soup kitchen to feed the homeless and others are giv-
ing way food.  Activities for kids have been organized and have hockey
games. These are patriotic Canadians  who proudly sing our national
anthem and wave Canadian flags, clean up their own garbage and shovel
the snow on the sidewalks.  And the leadership is continually urging all par-
ticipants to co-operate fully with the police no matter what.

The only violence thus far has been that driver – identified as a left wing
activist - who ran into protesters in Winnipeg.  (I read one writer who
observed that neither our Premier, opposition leader nor Mayor has yet to
condemn this violent assault on peaceful protesters.   Would they have
remained silent if the protesters had been Aboriginal, Black or Muslim?)

Our Prime Minister describes the protesters as a fringe movement of “far
right extremists”.  Well, those “far right extremists” include Sikhs and First
Nations People, Black and White, young and old from all parts of the coun-
try.

This “fringe group” managed to raise more than $10 million in a short
time from donations from more than 75,000 Canadians (as well as a few
American supporters) and were cheered by thousands all along the route as
they drove cross country to Ottawa.

And they are not going anywhere any time soon.  While this may have
started as a protest against a vaccine mandate for truckers (most of the pro-
testers have had their vaccines) it has become much more – it has become
a demand for freedom from restrictions – a demand now supported accord-
ing to the most recent angus Reid poll by 54% of Canadians across the

country.
Right now, this remains a standoff.  Our Prime Minister – who was quick

to join a Black Matters protest in 2020 ignoring any rules of social dis-
tancing – refuses to meet with peaceful Canadian demonstrators.
Meanwhile,  a small but growing number of Members of Parliament,
including two members of his Quebec caucus, are also calling him out.

The truckers on their part can sit there for weeks.  They are not breaking
any laws. Tow truck companies are refusing to tow any of the trucks.
Restaurants are giving them large quantities of food.  (We are talking about
tens of thousands of people on the weekends.)

And this is spreading.  Farmers have joined the protest movement across
Canada.  There have been similar presentations in most other provincial
capitals.  As well, protesters and their trucks and farm vehicles are block-
ing the Alberta/Montana border, the Emerson border crossing to the south
of us and bridges connecting Windsor and Sarnia with the United States.

And this isn’t only happening in Canada.  Similar protests are underway
in England and Scotland, Belgium and Holland, Austria and Finland,
Australia and New Zealand and plans are in motion for truck convoys to
begin moving to Washington DC in numbers that will no doubt dwarf what
we are seeing now  in Canada. 

Ed. note: I have continued to run Myron’s opinion pieces for the sake of
freedom of expression, and in the interest of presenting views that are quite
different from mine, but this one really makes me cringe. 

By

MYRON LOVE

Further to the Pavlicher synagogue...
Our story about old Jewish synagogues that used to exist in Winnipeg

continues to resonate.
In our last issue we printed a letter from Nathan Jacobson, who noted that

when the synagogue in Pavoloch, which is in Ukraine, (Pavolich is how
Nathan said the name should be spelled) closed, the usable siddurim and
Torahs were sent to the Shaarey Zedek here.

Recently Keith Levit emailed us to say that he had visited Pavolich in
1999 as part of a tour of Eastern Europe which he undertook. 

Pavoloch or Pavolich still exists, Keith wrote to us. He sent us a number
of photos from that trip. Some of the photos he took are still in display in
the Simkin Cenre, Keith says.

Here is what Keith wrote about Pavolich:
“Pavolich had at one time been a thriving town, with a large Jewish com-

munity and a history that dates back to the Bronze Age. Most of the build-
ings in the town disappeared during the Second World War. In what would
have been the old centre of town there stood an old building all alone. I
began to photograph this beautiful building as it fascinated me. Amazingly
enough it turned out to be the synagogue, which was built in the 1850s. It
had survived and now was a local museum which contains a section about
the Jewish history of Pavolich.”

The Pavolich synagogue in Ukraine
Keith Levit photo

Pavolich street scene (with the synagogue in the background)
Keith Levit photo



The following article appeared in the online
magazine, “Tablet”, on April 28, 2019.
By JUNE D. BELL

Before the Sinai Residences in Boca Raton,
Florida, opened in 2016, several hundred
Jewish seniors who’d put down deposits
received a survey about meals. Specifically,
how important was kosher food?

Not important at all, it turned out. If Sinai
were exclusively kosher, the vast majority
said, they’d rescind their deposits. “They said
having a kosher option was great, but being
completely kosher would deter them from
moving in,” said Chris Newport, Sinai’s exec-
utive director.

The Jewish Federation of South Palm Beach County, which developed
the not-for-profit senior community, scrapped plans for a kosher kitchen.
Pork and shellfish aren’t on the menu, but residents can dine on cheese-
burgers and chicken Parmesan. All 234 independent-living apartments are
occupied, and more than 60 people are on the waiting list.

Sinai is far from the only senior residence touting nonkosher fare in a
Jewish communal setting. From Philadelphia to Silicon Valley, communi-
ties for aging Jews have been succumbing to a host of pressures to expand
their menus beyond the limits of kashrut.

Some of that pressure is financial. Facilities pay a premium for kosher
supervision of two kitchens with at least two sets of dishes and cutlery, and
hekhshered meats, cheeses, and other products cost more than their
nonkosher counterparts. But residents
themselves exert an outsize influence
on the menus of the communities
where they plan to spend their last
years. Many find kosher fare at best
uninspiring and at worst, irrelevant.
Their perspective reflects the paradox-
ical, quixotic relationship that most
American Jews have with kosher
food: It may be a good thing, but it’s
not necessarily my thing.

*
About 1 in 5 Jewish Americans—

22%—keep kosher at home, accord-
ing to a 2013 Pew Research Center . The more observant you are, the more
likely you are to have a kosher home: 92% of Orthodox Jews said they have
kosher kitchens, as did 31% of Conservative Jews and 7% of Reform Jews.
The survey didn’t ask about food choices in restaurants or elsewhere.

Beverly Gareleck, who has kept a kosher home for more than five
decades, lives in one of the 182 apartments at MorseLife’s Levin Palace in
West Palm Beach, Florida. She regularly eats in the kosher dining room,
which is supervised by the Orthodox Rabbinical Board of Broward and
Palm Beach Counties. “I’m very happy to have the kosher restaurant. It
means a lot to me,” said Gareleck, a Buffalo, New York, native. “It’s silly,
but I feel it’s healthier, and it’s been looked at and taken care of in a better
way.”

But if shrimp is on the menu in the nonkosher dining room, Gareleck will
forgo kosher chicken pilaf, brisket, or prime rib. And when a group of
friends plans a nonkosher meal, she’ll join them. About half of the 220
Palace residents opt for a kosher dinner each night, but only about 45 eat
solely kosher food, said Keith A. Myers, president and CEO of MorseLife
Health System.

The kosher versus nonkosher debate at Jewish senior residences was
absent from this month’s conference agenda of the Association of Jewish
Aging Services—not because it’s a topic members are afraid to discuss, but
because they’ve already discussed it so much. “People are tired of talking
about it,” said Stuart Almer, the conference’s co-chair and president and
CEO of the Gurwin Jewish Nursing & Rehabilitation Center on Long
Island. “It’s a sensitive issue to remain kosher or not.” About 20 of
Gurwin’s 460 residents eat nothing but kosher food. At Long Island’s
Parker Jewish Institute, where Almer previously worked, 20 of about 525
residents consistently ate food prepared in the kosher kitchen.

*
Relocating to a senior independent living community can be a fraught

decision. Seniors must leave a familiar neighborhood and acknowledge the
potential need for services such as assisted living and skilled nursing that
“continuum of care” facilities offer.

Communal meals in a new residence help ease that transition and combat
the loneliness and isolation many seniors experience. “It is really impor-
tant; I can’t emphasize it enough,” said Joan Denison, executive director of
Covenant Place in St. Louis, where as many as 100 seniors—most of them
Jewish— eat a subsidized kosher meal five nights a week.

Matzo ball soup and challah are a comforting sight on a Friday night
table, invoking a shared culture and history. “The food is a very easy item

to say what makes a facility Jewish,” Almer
said. “Food is a big part of it. It’s an obvious and
tangible thing.”

When seniors choose a community, the
meals—their quality, variety, taste, and presen-
tation—carry disproportionate weight. “If
you’re in your 80s or 90s, what’s the only thing
you can control?” said Newport, of Sinai
Residences. “You maybe can’t drive any more,
your family has passed away or your kids are
grown up and your spouse may have died. You
can control only one thing: your food.”

Administrators are paying close attention, par-
ticularly as 10,000 baby boomers turn 65 every
day, a  that will continue through the next

decade. “The preferences of our senior-living residents are what’s really
going to drive our business model,” Newport said. “As long as the residents
are able to have the things they want in their lives, that’s what’s going to
really trigger them to move into senior living.”

Enticing Jewish elders means accommodating their preferences, said
Martin Goetz, CEO of River Garden Senior Services in Jacksonville,
Florida. “If there is a trend, it’s away from kosher or ‘kosher is optimal.’
That’s for survival.” That shift is occurring across the country, either in one
fell swoop or by degrees.

In Philadelphia, ownership changes and residents’ preferences led two
predominately Jewish senior residences—Martins Run Senior Residential
Community and the Golden Slipper Health and Rehab Center—to elimi-

nate their kosher kitchens.
Golden Slipper, now the Glendale
Uptown Home, transitioned to
kosher-style meals in 2013 for its
200 residents, most of whom
were Jewish.

Martins Run in Media,
Pennsylvania, added a nonkosher
kitchen after requests from
prospective and current residents.
The community was eventually
acquired by Wesley Enhanced
Living, which has roots in the
Evangelical Association of

Churches. Wesley’s  still touts its “kosher food of the highest standards
under strict rabbinical supervision.” The four remaining residents who keep
kosher eat their prepared dinners together at a single table. “Am I disap-
pointed? Yes,” said Ethel Hamburger, 91, who chose Martins Run 12 years
ago for its kosher food and Jewish population. “It’s not the place it was.” A
Wesley spokeswoman declined comment.

*
New cafes opening this spring on Jewish community center campuses

that include senior residences in St. Louis and West Palm Beach will be
serving nonkosher food to Jewish seniors, their families, and the commu-
nity.

The kosher kitchens on the 50-acre MorseLife campus in West Palm
Beach feed residents of the assisted living center, adult day care programs,
a kosher Meals on Wheels program, students at four Jewish schools, and
seniors who eat in the kosher dining rooms in the Palace, where Gareleck
lives. But the bistro that opens on campus in June—where Palace residents
will be able to eat at no charge, since their meals are included—will serve
food from the nonkosher kitchen in the independent-living building.

Covenant Place in St. Louis is part of the Millstone Campus, which
includes the St. Louis JCC, the federation, and the va’ad. In June, a new
building is set to open that will include medical services, physical therapy,
and geriatric care facilities, as well as a new café. Seniors who live in
Covenant Place’s 355 apartments—which each have kitchens—can eat at
the new bistro on campus if they wish; it’s also open to everyone else,
including health-care staff who serve the seniors and families who use the
JCC.

“We had a big debate: Should we be kosher or nonkosher,” said Denison.
The compromise was a dairy kitchen under rabbinic supervision and a meat
one that is not. As many as 100 seniors who pay $3.50 for subsidized com-
munal dinners catered by Kohn’s Kosher Meat and Deli Restaurant will
have to opt for a dairy dinner if they want a kosher meal; meat meals will
be made in-house, in the nonkosher kitchen.

Denison views the two cafes as a win-win: Kosher-observant families can
enjoy a meal out together, and those who want more choices and affordable
options can have that, too. “The key is to just be respectful,” she said, “and
try to serve the whole gamut of those choices.”

Despite pressures to abandon kosher fare, some proponents are holding
their ground, at least for now. When Alexander Ben-Israel became execu-
tive director of the 193-unit Moldaw Residences on the Taube Koret Center
for Jewish

Jewish senior residences shift away from kosher food
Whether it’s done to save money, or to respect residents’ personal choices, the menus are changing

The kashrut debate
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Facilities pay a premium for kosher supervision of two
kitchens with at least two sets of dishes and cutlery, and
hekhshered meats, cheeses, and other products cost more
than their nonkosher counterparts. But residents them-
selves exert an outsize influence on the menus of the com-
munities where they plan to spend their last years. Many
find kosher fare at best uninspiring and at worst, irrele-
vant. Their perspective reflects the paradoxical, quixotic
relationship that most American Jews have with kosher
food: It may be a good thing, but it’s not necessarily my
thing.

(Continued on page 6. See “Jewish seniors’ residences”.)
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Letters

I am writing on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Saul and Claribel
Simkin Centre regarding your column in the February 2nd edition of the
Jewish Post and News. This relates to your questions about the Centre pro-
viding our residents with a Kosher diet, and the ratio of Jewish to non-
Jewish residents.

Regarding our use of Kosher food, we are not attempting to “maintain a
pretense of keeping Kosher,” as you stated in your column, but to adhere
to the principles and values of the Centre going back to its days as the
Sharon Home. This topic comes up at Board meetings from time to time,
and the Board consistently supports the continuation of this tradition. We
pride ourselves on the quality of the freshly made Kosher food we provide
our residents, and plan to continue doing so.  

Regarding the ratio of Jewish to non-Jewish residents, over the years
approximately 60% to 65% of our residents have been Jewish. As Laurie
Cerqueti noted when you contacted her, the numbers vary over time. While
we welcome people of all faiths at the Centre, we try to maintain open
rooms for Jewish people in the community who need the support we pro-
vide in a timely fashion. I was surprised when you stated that Laurie “is
worried that the figures [regarding the number of Jewish residents] might
come as shock to Jewish Winnipeggers.” Under Laurie’s leadership the
Simkin Centre, during the current pandemic, has been one of the most open
and transparent organizations in the city. The ratio of Jewish to non-Jewish
residents is not a secret to be kept from the Community, but a fact based on
the number of Jewish community members needing and wanting to reside
with us.

Sincerely,

Gerry Kaplan, MSW
Chair,
Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre Board of Directors

In your most recent Short Takes column you commented on the apparent
declining percentage of Jewish residents at The Simkin Centre Personal
Care Home. You attributed the decline in the Jewish census at the Centre
to the fact that the actual number of Jewish people in the community had
declined and that there were alternatives to personal care home care, such
as assisted living, which together meant that demand for personal care
home beds had declined within the Jewish community.

While I think your reasoning on why there are fewer Jewish people in
The Centre is correct, it is important to recognize the significant difference
in the eligibility criteria for personal care home admission currently in
Manitoba as opposed to 30 years ago when the Sharon Home on Magnus
would have had a 100% Jewish population. In the old days places like the
Sharon Home were more like retirement residences and people could move
into them experiencing far less disability than is currently required for PCH
admission. People who moved in were much younger and lived in the
Home much longer. With a significantly larger Jewish population in
Winnipeg in those days it was a given that very few non Jewish people
would be admitted, if at all.  Currently, people who are admitted into per-
sonal care homes are much more debilitated both physically and cogni-
tively and the turnover in residents is much quicker. Combined with the
decline in the Winnipeg Jewish population from its peak of 25,000 to what
is now probably less then 15,000 it is a given that when a bed becomes
available at the Centre it is more likely to be occupied by a non Jewish per-
son - this in spite of the fact that Jewish people continue to be a priority for
admission. Within 5 years the Jewish population  at the Centre could fall to
25% or less. 

Your comments about the continued provision of solely kosher food at
the Centre are good ones.  According to surveys in the United States only
15% to 20% of Jewish people are kosher. Fully 65% of non orthodox
Jewish people in the US eat pork products and only 10% of American Jews
identify themselves as orthodox. I suspect that the Canadian Jewish popu-
lation is not much different. Being kosher is not a characteristic that defines
Jewish identity for a great majority of Jewish people.  In my time at The
Centre it was clear that many Jewish people entering the facility had not
been leading kosher lives before they entered. When you combine that
reality with the fact that a majority of the Centre’s residents are not Jewish
it might be time to rethink the current kosher policy.  As you have pointed
out this is already happening in Jewish care facilities and seniors’ resi-
dences in the United States. 

Irwin Corobow

Ed. note: Irwin Corobow is a former CEO of the Simkin Centre.
The figures Irwin gives for the Jewish population of Winnipeg are not

quite correct. The highest number ever reported in the census occurrred in
1961, when the Jewish popuation was just short of 20,000. The 2011
National Household Survey (which replaced the census that year) indicates
that there were, at most, 12,500 Jews in Winnipeg that year. The 2016 cen-
sus reported only 7,640 Jews in Winnipeg, but that figure has been largely
discredited. We’re anxiously awaiting results of the 2021 census.

The Simkin Centre and kosher food

On Fri, Feb 4, 2022 I sent the following email to Rabbi Yosef Benarroch,
who is both the spiritual leader of Adas Yeshurun – Herzlia congregation,
also the head of the Vaad Hakashrut of Winnipeg:

Hi Rabbi,
I assume you’re still in Israel as I write this. I hope you’re staying

warmer there than we are here.
As usual, I’ve asked a question that might get some people wondering

about a subject that doesn’t get raised often, this time it’s kashrut at the
Simkin Centre.

I’ve been trying to find out just how many of the residents there aren’t
Jewish, but so far Laurie Cerqueti (the CEO of Simkin Centre) hasn’t
answered that question.

The reason I ask is that some of the Jewish residents are wondering
what’s happening to the home, what with all the non-Jewish residents who
have come in in recent years.

At the same time, I’ve been wondering whether it would be possible to
have non kosher food in the centre. 

The CEO of the Louis Brier Home in Vancouver wrote to me that, while
that facility still serves only kosher food, residents are allowed to bring non
kosher food in, so long as they eat it only in their rooms.

Would such a policy be acceptable at the Simkin Centre?
Stay safe - and good Shabbes.

-Bernie

(I should note that in my Short takes column of Feb. 2 I suggested that
the Simkin Centre ought to consider going nonkosher, as have so many
Jewish seniors’ homes in the US. Further, since I sent this email I have
been advised that residents are indeed allowed to eat non-kosher food, so
long as it is eaten only in their rooms.)

On Feb. 6 Rabbi Yosef Benarroch responded
Bernie
I was quite surprised to read your piece on the Simkin advocating for the

facility to go non kosher and provide packaged meals for those who want
kosher. In the seven years that I have been overseeing Kashrut at the
Simkin there has not been a single such request. Not from the administra-
tion, not from residents and not from families including the non Jewish res-
idents. The quality of the food is excellent and I can say this first hand with
my mother being a resident. I find it puzzling and shocking that the
“Jewish” newspaper of the city would be advocating to turn the Jewish
seniors home in Winnipeg not kosher. 

My best

Life in Palo Alto,
California, three years ago,
prepackaged kosher entrees

were “miserable” and mushy. Ben-Israel brought the kosher program in-
house, adding a mashgiach, multiple sets of dishes, and meat and dairy
dishwashers. Participation doubled to about 25 residents.

“We had a philosophical commitment to the residents to offer kosher din-
ing,” Ben-Israel said. “It’s just the right thing to do, that people who lived
a kosher life all their lives would be able to continue to do it. … We call
ourselves a Jewish facility, and it would feel kind of funny not offering it.”

But a nonkosher meal costs $15 to make, and a kosher one costs $27,
adding an extra $70,000 a year to Moldow’s expenses. The facility is cov-
ering the difference for now, though it may eventually be passed on to res-
idents.

In Jacksonville, kosher food costs River Garden an additional $300,000
a year even with staff—not rabbinic—supervision, “but that’s the cost of
being who we are,” Goetz said. “We hold ourselves out to serve the entire
community. … If Jews no longer connect with their synagogues, at least
they are in a place that feels Jewish, does Jewish, and sounds Jewish, even
if they’re not observant.” River Garden is Northeast Florida’s sole Jewish
senior residence and nursing home.

Goetz, who has been CEO for 40 years, knows better than to ask the
seniors what they want to eat. “We don’t put kosher on the agenda to be
voted on by residents, because it would fail,” he said. “The residents here
love bacon, ham, shrimp, and lobster.”

One day, some might get it. “I see the trend continuing away from kosher.
I think it’s inexorable,” Goetz said. “I’m not willing to go out of business
because I’m a kosher facility. If no one’ll come here because I’m kosher
and it’s too expensive to serve it, I’d need to revisit our mission and our
philosophy.”

***

This story originally appeared in Tablet magazine, at tabletmag.com,
and is reprinted with permission.

Jewish seniors’ residences
(Continued from page 6.)



By MYRON LOVE

Many readers of a certain age will no doubt have
fond memories of Herschel Fox.  In the 55-plus
years since he left Winnipeg, he has built a

notable career as both a chazzan and an entertainer – and
he says that he has loved every minute of it.

On February 2, the former Winnipegger was recognized
with a  most fitting tribute to his role in Jewish congrega-
tional life in the form of an honorary Doctor of Music
Degree from the Jewish Theological Seminary.  The pre-
sentation was supposed to have taken place in New York
itself, he notes, but, because of ongoing Covid restrictions,
the award ceremony took place virtually.

For the ebullient Fox, his life has been a ball.  In addi-
tion to his cantorial duties, the long time Valley Beth
Shalom Synagogue chazzan has been able to pursue a sec-
ond career – building on his experience as a performer  in
live Yiddish theatre  - entertaining in live shows with his
wife, Judy – a cantor in her own right at the Synagogue for
the Performing Arts in L.A. – as well as making record-
ings in Yiddish and Hebrew.

Fox points out that there only two cantors in North America who have
been at it longer than he has.  The son of Holocaust survivors, he was
drawn to the Jewish liturgy at the age of 7 when the Talmud Torah bocher
was accepted into the illustrious Cantor Benjamin Brownstone’s choir.  

“I loved the synagogue and  I loved Yiddishkeit,” he recalls.
For five years, post bar-mitzvah, he helped lead Yom Tov services at the

Talmud Torah and, at the age of 19, was hired for his first cantorial gig,
leading Yom Tov services in North Battleford.

He was studying social work at the University of Manitoba when – in
1970 - he received the opportunity of a lifetime in the form of an invitation
to study with David Kusevitsky, one of the world’s leading chazzans, in
New York.

I learned a lot from Cantor Kusevitsky,” Fox notes. “He was one of the
finest people I have ever met. He never had a  bad word to say about any-
body.”

In 1971, he began a seven-year run as the chazzan at
a shul in Greenwich, Connecticut.

In 1978, he opted for a career change, throwing him-
self into performing. He was hired to be the MC for
Yiddish shows at an outdoor co-op theatre in the
Bronx.

“We were getting 10,000-12,000 people per show,”
he recalls.  “There were a lot of apartment blocks in the
neighbourhood and up to 90% of the people were
Jewish.”

Fox’s great strengths as a chazzan and entertainer
are his strong memory and amazing ability to mimic
the voices and singing style of other chazzanim and
Yiddish performers  – past and present - as he demon-
strated repeatedly during the course of our interview.

During one of the shows, the well-known (at that
time) Yiddish comedian Shimen Dzigan was in the
audience.  Dzigan and his comedy partner, Yisroel
Shumacher, were the Yiddish world’s equivalent of

Abbot and Costello, Fox explains.
Dzigan was so impressed with the young Fox’s stage

presence that he offered him a starring role in an upcoming Yiddish theatre
production – opposite noted Yiddish stage star Miriam Kressyn.  Over the
next couple of years, he appeared - on and off Broadway - with many great
entertainers such as Jan Peerce (another former Winnipegger with whom he
became good friend), Molly Picon and Mickey Katz, the father of Joel
Gray.  He also had his own Yiddish radio show.

Throughout this period,  Fox served as a chazzan during Yom Tov for a
congregation in Great Neck. New York.

In 1980, he married Judy, a professional singer n her own right and aspir-
ing Chazan.  The next year, they followed the path of many New York-
based performers before them and made the move to Los Angeles.

“We wanted to settle down and start a family,” he recalls. “We were for-
tunate to both be offered positions and have been at our respective syna-
gogues ever since.”

Over the years, Herschel and Judy have returned to Winnipeg from time
to time to perform at community functions, see family and reconnect with
some of Herschel’s old friends.

Now 76, Herschel Fox has been semi-retired for the past five years or so.
“I still lead services maybe once a month,” he says. “I do the occasional
funeral and make shivah calls.

“These last two years have been tough with all of the Covid rules,” he
adds.

“Looking back, I feel that I have been very lucky to be able to get up
every morning and do what I love to do,” concludes.  “I have enjoyed every
second of it.”

Herschel and Judy have been blessed with two daughters, Shira and
Shayna. Older daughter Shira is carrying on the family trade as a cantorial
soloist at The Open Temple – Re-enchanting Judaism in Venice, California.

Honorary Doctorate fitting cap to cantorial career of Herschel Fox
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Former Winnipeggers

HERSCHEL FOX

Kuwait bans ‘Death on the Nile’
after Gal Gadot backlash

Feb. 7, 2022 (JTA) — Kuwait
has banned the upcoming block-
buster film adaptation of Agatha
Christie’s “Death on the Nile”
because Israeli Gal Gadot stars
in it.

The Al-Qabas newspaper
reported that the decision was
made in response to complaints
about Gadot on social media,
and a spokesperson for the Gulf
country’s information ministry
confirmed the ban to AFP.

Social media users pointed
specifically to Gadot’s public
praise of the Israeli army and her
criticism of the Hamas terror
group during the 2014 war in
Gaza. She also served in the
Israeli Defense Forces.

Kuwait remains staunchly opposed to normalizing ties with Israel, even
after some of its neighbors, including the United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain, have signed onto the Abraham Accords.

This isn’t the first time that a Gal Gadot film has been banned in the
region. Her international breakthrough hit “Wonder Woman” was banned
in Lebanon, Qatar and Tunisia.

“Death on the Nile,” directed by noted filmmaker Kenneth Branagh, hit
theaters this week in the United States.

GAL GADOT



By MYRON LOVE

It is a healthy sign when an organization –
such as the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg –
can continue to attract new and enthusiastic

staff members.  Such is the case with  the
Federation’s three latest  hires – and a diverse
trio they are.

Evelyn Orlovitz – who signed on as the
Federation’s new  Donor Relations and
Program Manager in May – brings with her a
wealth of experience working for the Jewish
community in her native Uruguay.  Orlovitz
has been involved with community for almost 20 years.  Her resumé
includes leadership in Uruguay in the Betar Movement, Hillel, Genesis
YWG (programming for younger Jewish adults) and Keren Hayesod
Uruguay (equivalent to our community’s United Israel Appeal).

She and her husband, Andres Hirsch, landed here two years ago.  “We
were looking to further our careers,” she says.  “We learned about
Winnipeg through the Federation’s Grow Winnipeg campaign.

She notes that Montevideo’s Jewish community is about the same size as
the community here, with many of the same institutions.  (Montevideo is
Uruguay’s capital city and home to almost all of Uruguay’s Jewish popula-
tion.)

Orlovitz holds a Master’s degree in Communication Management from
the University of Montevideo. After arriving in Winnipeg, she also took a
course in Communication at Red River College.

“I welcomed the chance to work for the Jewish community in Winnipeg
and pay this community back for the warm welcome my husband and I
have received here,” she says.

According to  the statement from the Federation announcing her hire as
the new Donor Relations and  Programs Manager at JFW, “Evelyn has the
opportunity to transfer what she learned working  for the community in
Uruguay. At the JFW, Evelyn will also be working with the Combined
Jewish Appeal’s Ben Gurion Society, leadership programming, donor rela-
tions and CJA marketing and events.“This is a perfect fit for me,” she says.

Like Orlovitz, Ian Baruch’s family (parents Nissim Baruch and Fabiana
Pachter) are also originally from South America (Argentina), having
arrived in Winnipeg by way of Israel in 2002 with then  eight-year-old Ian.
For the new Hillel post-secondary engagement co-ordinator – as of August
1 – his new role is a natural evolution in a career of leadership in Jewish
youth leadership.

Baruch was educated at Gray Academy and is also a Camp Massad alum-
nus.  It was at Massad where  Baruch acquired his original experience in
leadership. He notes that he worked at Massad  as a staff member in the
summers  for nine years.

“I gained a lot from my years at Camp Massad,” he says.  “I was a shy
kid when I started.  I came out with new confidence and an appreciation for
the importance of community.”

Following university – where he  regularly attended  Hillel programs –
and a short time in other pursuits -  he became the Red River Regional
Director for BBYO in Manitoba through the Rady JCC – his previous posi-
tion before becoming the  Hillel Post-Secondary Engagement Coordinator
at the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.

While in-person activities have been limited by Covid restrictions,
Baruch reports that the one in-person event that he was able to organize –
a program with a Holocaust survivor speaking online from Montreal –
attracted 30 students.

Another program he organized linked  local university students with  con-
temporaries from Israel and Brooklyn.  Over six weeks of weekly conver-
sations, the students were able to compare and contrast their different expe-
riences.

Coming up in March, he reports, will be  a weekly online connection with
ANU Museum –  the  new Museum of the Jewish People, located in Tel
Aviv, which bills itself as what will be the  “largest and most comprehen-
sive Jewish Museum in the world”.  The program will consist of a profes-
sional photographer connected to the museum teaching participating stu-
dents how to document their lives through photography with their photos
being included in a photo exhibit at the museum.

Abby Flackman, the newest member of the Federation’s engagement
team,  finds community work for her also a “perfect fit”. Flackman – who
joined the Federation staff in October - was born and raised in a modern
Orthodox household in the north end of Winnipeg. She spent a number of
years at Talmud Torah and Joseph Wolinsky, attended BB camp in the sum-
mer, and graduated from the University of Winnipeg Collegiate. Abby trav-
eled to Israel after high school to work in Jerusalem and live on a kibbutz
for a year. Her passion for child-led education led her to study the
Montessori Method and work as a substitute teacher at Children’s House in
Winnipeg. After homeschooling her children for years, and administrating
her spouse’s Osteopathy clinic, she felt that it was time to shift to a career
out of the home.

Flackman had trained as a 911 operator but, while waiting for a job open-

ing, she heard of the
opportunity at the
Federation.  “I love
the idea of being
involved in  the
Jewish community,”
she says.

Flackman – who is a
member of the Adas
Yeshurun Herzlia
Congregation along
with her family – adds

that she appreciates having a job where she can observe all the Jewish hol-
idays.

Her new role includes responsibility for the PJ Our Way program – a fol-
lowup program  for 9-12 year olds – to the popular PJ Library program –
as well as the Federation’s Israel and Overseas portfolio. Under the latter
umbrella are P2G (Partnership Together – a teacher and student exchange
program between Gray Academy and the Brock Corydon Hebrew Bilingual
program here and  Kiryat Shemona’s Danciger High School and elemen-
tary schools in northern Israel), the March of the Living, Birthright (to
some degree) and other missions to Israel.

“We are planning ahead and fundraising for these travel programs and
hoping for the best,” she says.  “These have been challenging times, but the
lack of activity has given me more time to better learn what my position
involves.  We hope come May to be able to hit the ground running.” 
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New Jewish Federation staff members mix of native-born Winnipeggers, new immigrants

ABBY FLACKMAN IAN BARUCH EVELYN ORLOVITZ

Washington Commanders defensive tackle
wishes he could dine with Hitler

Feb. 9, 2022 WASHING-
TON (JTA) — A defensive
tackle for the NFL’s
Washington team said that if
he had his druthers he’d break
bread with Adolf Hitler.

Jonathan Allen removed his
offending tweet on
Wednesday after Twitter blew
up with outrage.

Allen, who was drafted by
the newly renamed
Washington Commanders in
2017, opened up in an “ask me
anything” tweet, and a fan
asked him who were the three
people, dead or alive, he want-
ed to dine with.

He listed his grandfather,
Hitler and the late pop star Michael Jackson.

The same questioner asked him why Hitler, and Allen said, “He’s a mil-
itary genius and I love military tactics but honestly I would want to pick
his brain as to why he did what he did. I’m also assuming that the people
I’ve chosen have to answer all my questions honestly.”

Later he tweeted: “Early I tweeted something that probably hurt people
and I apologize about what I said. I didn’t express properly what I was try-
ing to say and I realize it was dumb!”

The team just last week underwent a name change in a bid to clean up its
image in the wake of sexual harassment allegations in the front office and
the use for decades of a team name that is a racist pejorative.

Jonathan Allen



Of thou-
sands of

works of art,
and other
related affects
that Jews
were forced to
sell (or were
stolen) by the

Nazis just prior to and during the
Second World War, many ended up in
art galleries around the world, including
in North America, notes Dr. Stephen
Borys, the Director and CEO of the
Winnipeg Art Gallery and Qaumajuq—
the new Inuit Art Centre.

Borys will be lecturing on “Finding Nazi-Looted Artwork in North
American Museums And Collections” at the virtual Limmud Winnipeg
2022 on Sunday, March 6.

Borys also holds an adjunct professorship at the University of Winnipeg.
He previously held curatorial posts at the Ringling Museum of Art,
Sarasota; Oberlin College, Ohio, and the National Gallery of Canada,
Ottawa, says his bio. He holds an Executive MBA, a PhD in Art History
from McGill University, a MA in Art History from the University of
Toronto, and a BA Honours from the University of Winnipeg.

“This presentation looks at Holocaust-era Provenance Research in North
America,” Borys said during a telephone interview with this reporter on
January 26.

Starting in the 1990s, international pressure began building to resolve the
issue of Nazi-looted assets, including artworks. In 1998, 44 nations,
including Canada, endorsed the Washington Principles, calling on nations
to develop legal and regulatory means to address the issue, and on muse-
ums to identify and restitute Nazi-looted artworks to their Jewish owners,
Borys explained. 

“Holocaust-era research looks specifically at artworks in public collec-
tions where there are gaps in their history from 1938- 1945,” Borys said.

“That’s when the seizures (thefts) took place. Slowly we are filling gaps
and trying to find the rightful owners of these works. The WAG has not had
any of these works. There are many works in our collection where we don’t
know precisely where it was since it was created.”

He added that most museums have adopted the Washington Principles
and continue to do research into their collections to look for these artworks.

“I don’t see it ever ending,” Borys emphasized.
He called it a big challenge.
“It’s one thing to research artworks in public collections, museums and

galleries, but there are thousands of works in private collections that we
don’t have access to that were clearly stolen and have not seen the light of
day since the Nazi regime, “ he said. “But, we continue to do research into
the private sector too.

“It’s continuing and not over. We haven’t found any such works in the
WAG collection. But, that’s not to say there aren’t works with gaps in the
provenance that we continue to research.”

To register for Limmud visit www.limmudwinnipeg.org
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Stephen Borys to speak on finding 
Nazi-looted artwork at Limmud

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

StandWithUs Israel Director of International
Student Programs to speak about about miscon-

ceptions about Israel & Zionism at Limmud
By MYRON LOVE

Despite a second year of Covid-
imposed limitations, our communi-

ty’s 12th annual Limmud program on
Sunday, March 6 – the second to be held
entirely online – still endeavours to
reflect the diversity of the Jewish com-
munity and our various interests. Jewish
education is at the core of enriching our
community and increasing understand-
ing of what Judaism is all about

Among the featured speakers will be
Charlotte Korchak, StandWithUs Israel
Director of International Student
Programs.

As most readers would likely agree, the centrality of Israel – the Holy
Land - has always been one of the pillars of Judaism and, as most readers
are also aware, our ancient homeland is under constant attack – and I don’t
mean physical attack by neighbouring states and mini-states.

In certain segments of Eestern society, Israel – and by extension, Jews –
are under vocal assault and demonization and it is on university campuses
where these assaults are most virulent.

That is where the 20-year-old international movement “StandWithUs”
comes in.

“StandWithUs” was founded by Roz Rothstein and her husband, Jeremy,
in 2001 in Los Angeles, in response to the overwhelming negative public-
ity surrounding Israel during the height of the Palestinian terror campaign
against Israel (2000-2002). Their goal was to educate others about Israel.
Today, StandWithUs has more than 20 chapters throughout the U.S.,
Europe, Canada and Israel – with much of its focus in fighting anti-
Zionism and anti-Israel propaganda on university campuses.

StandWithUsCanada was formed eight years ago. A Winnipeg chapter -
the first chapter in Canada outside of  Toronto – came into being three
years ago

In her presentation, Korchak will be discussing core concepts and mis-
conceptions regarding Israel, Zionism, and  Jews, and will provide tools
needed to explain these subjects to others. “We will also tackle the claims
made against Israel’s right to exist, providing the necessary knowledge to
challenge those arguments, and show how these expressions of Anti-
Zionism are in fact anti-Semitism,” Korchak points out. “Many people
don’t understand, for example, the ancient connection between the Jewish
People and the land of Israel.

“There are also many people who have an exaggerated idea of the real
number of Jews that there are in the world.”

While American-born, Korchak spent several years living in Israel while
growing up.  “My family moved to Israel – to Jerusalem - when I was 9,”
she says.  “Five years later, we moved back to the States – to Las Vegas.  I
like to say that we moved from the Holy City to Sin City.’

Following high school, she enrolled at the University of Southern
California. In 2009, while at USC, she was one of the original students to
be awarded a StandWithUs Emerson Fellowship. Founded in 2007 with a
generous grant from Los Angeles philanthropists Rita and Steve Emerson,
the Fellowship is a prestigious one-year program that recruits, trains and
educates pro-Israel student leaders on campuses in Canada, the United
States, the UK and Brazil, who will return to their campuses and inspire
their fellow Jewish students as well as work with other campus communi-
ties to create programs that educate students about Israel.

“I was active in campus activities and came to the attention of
StandWithUs who were looking to recruit students for the Fellowship pro-
gram,” she says.  “StandWithUs was a natural fit for me. It combines my
passions for education and for Israel.”

Korchak began working with SWU in 2010 as the organization’s West
Coast campus co-ordinator.  In 2013, she was promoted to Diaspora
Education Co-ordinator charged with working with international students
visiting Israel to help teach them about Israel and how to become effective
activists for Israel abroad.

Now based in Jerusalem, she assumed her present responsibilities in
September 2015.

In her role as SWU International Director of International Student
Programs, Korchak works with over 10,000 students a year, educating
them about Israel and training them to be activists in their high schools,
universities, and communities worldwide.

“For my first eight years with SWU, my focus was on countering anti-
Zionism,” she says. “In more recent years, our efforts have been more on
fighting anti-Semitism as anti-Zionism has become synonymous with anti-
Semitism.

“Our emphasis is on teaching students in high school as well as univer-
sity to be proactive in telling both the Jewish and Zionist story.”

STEPHEN BORYSCHARLOTTE KORCHAK

Dutch universities order staff to reveal their 
ties to Jewish and Israeli groups

Feb. 10, 2022 (JTA) — At the behest of a pro-Palestinian organization
whose critics say is antisemitic, administrators at more than a dozen Dutch
universities are instructing their staff to list their interactions with Israeli
and Jewish organizations.

The order followed a request sent last month by The Rights Forum, a pro-
Palestinian advocacy group, to the offices of multiple universities. The uni-
versities are gathering the information because the group’s request was cer-
tified as what is known in the Netherlands as a WOB request, meaning a
query certified by the country’s prosecution service under a 1991 freedom
of information law and binding on public or state-funded organizations.

It is unclear whether the universities will complete the full request by
passing on the information to The Rights Forum.

In the request, Gerard Jonkman, director of The Rights Forum, wrote that
under the WOB request, he is seeking documents or information on
“Institutional ties with Israel universities, institutions and businesses and
with organizations that propagate support for the State of Israel.”

Among the dozens of entities Jonkman listed are Elbit, the Israeli
weapons and defense systems producer, Christians for Israel, and a right-
wing, pro-Israel Dutch-Jewish association.

But the list also includes mainstream Jewish entities from the
Netherlands and beyond that do not define themselves as Israeli or solely
focused on
Israel. (Continued on page 11. See “Dutch universities”)



By BERNIE BELLAN

In October 2020
Myron Love wrote
about a donation

made by Winnipeggers
Saul and Ida Alpern  to
Canadian Magen David
Adom.

Back then, the Alperns
had donated $160,000
for the purchase of a
Mobile Intensive Care
Unit for Israel’s Magen
David Adom.

As Myron noted a year
and a half ago,  the
ambulance the Alperns
were donating “to the people of Israel was in memory of Saul Alpern’s par-
ents and siblings who perished in the Holocaust.  

“ ‘It is an expression of my love for my family and my love of Israel,’
Saul Alpern says. 

“The Alperns have been contributing small amounts to the Canadian
Magen David Adom (CMDA) for years.  They note that Bill and Judy
Mahon (also Winnipeggers) have donated two emergency medical scooters
to the Israeli affiliate of the International Red Cross.”

In information taken from Wikipedia, the following descriptions are
offered for the three different types of ambulance which the Magen David
Adom has in service:

Basic Life Support (BLS) ambulances - regular size vans staffed by
“medics” (Hovesh) and “advanced medics” (Hovesh Bachir) as well as an
additional Hovesh or a first responder.

Advanced life support (ALS) ambulances - staffed by paramedics.
Mobile intensive care units (MICU) - staffed by paramedics, respond

only to the most medically serious cases. 
According to Ida Alpern, the MICU they donated in 2020 was built in

Quebec and was activated in Israel in March 2021. In information provid-
ed to the Alperns, the Magen David Adom said that the MICU was sta-
tioned in Tiberias.

In a five-month period, between March 2021 and August 2021, the
Mobile Intensive Care Unit  responded to a total of 877 calls. (The Alperns
were sent a detailed list of all the different types of emergencies to which
the ambulance responded.)

Now, in a further expression of generosity, the Alperns have once again

donated another large sum, this time $170,000 toward the purchase of a
second Mobile Intensive Care Unit.

The addition of another ambulance to the Magen David Adom will con-
tinue to provide Israel with the kind of emergency response capability that
not only provides Israelis with the assurance that any emergency will
receive a response in a very short amount of time during peacetime, it will
add to Israelis’ sense of security during a wartime situation.
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Ida and Saul Alpern donate a second ambulance to Magen David Adom

IDA & SAUL ALPERN

Those groups include the Anti-
Defamation League, the Central Jewish
Board of the Netherlands, the
International Holocaust Remembrance

Alliance, B’nai B’rith and even the office of the Dutch government’s own
National Coordinator for Fighting Antisemitism, which is headed by Edo
Verdonner, who is Jewish.

Reports about the list in NIW, the Dutch-Jewish weekly, and other pub-
lications prompted strongly-worded condemnations by Jewish groups and
community leaders against The Rights Forum. The group was co-founded
by Dries van Agt, a former prime minister of the Netherlands who has
often been accused of spreading antisemitic ideas (including, in 2017, by
The Central Jewish Board of the Netherlands), though he says this allega-
tion is meant to silence his criticism of Israel.

“The clear inference is that some shadowy Zionist/Jewish cabal is oper-
ating in the Dutch university system. This reeks of antisemitism, but it
comes as no surprise to me given this group’s reputation,” Dutch Chief
Rabbi Binyomim Jacobs said in a statement Wednesday.

“What really concerns me is the number of universities that were so com-
pliant with such a transparently antisemitic request. It reminds us that most
mayors cooperated during the occupation to pass on the names of their
Jewish citizens to the Germans,” added Jacobs.

The Rights Forum has not immediately replied to a request by the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency to respond to the criticism.

Van Agt recently accused Israeli settlers of routinely poisoning their
Palestinian neighbors, prompting critics to say he was reviving Medieval
antisemitic blood libels.

In 2008, he compared Israel to Nazi Germany and spoke at a rally in
Rotterdam that featured a televised address by a leader of Hamas, the
Palestinian militant group considered a terrorist organization by the United
States, Israel and others.

Van Agt has also said that the Jews “should have been given a piece of
land” in Germany instead of Israel. In 2017, he praised the Dutch Labour
party for being “good for the Palestinians despite the strong Jewish lobby”
in its ranks, according to the Central Jewish Board of the Netherlands. And
as the country’s justice minister in the 1970s, he cited his “Aryan” roots in
explaining his plan to pardon four Nazi war criminals due to health rea-
sons.

Dutch universities
(Continued from page 10.)
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Music ‘N’ Mavens launches 
live concert series! 

Music ‘N’ Mavens has concluded its virtual speaker series which has
been a huge success. All speaker presentations are available on the Rady
JCC YouTube channel until the end of March. The live concert series com-
ponent of Music ‘N’ Mavens launches February 22 in the Berney Theatre.
We are so excited to welcome you back to hear great music presented by
Manitoba’s top musicians. 

Tuesday February 22. The Clarinet Summit featuring Schultz & Gomon.
After over 25 years of sharing a passion for the clarinet, Myron Schultz and
Naoum Gomon made it official by creating The Clarinet Summit! Naoum
Gomon is an outstanding musician both as soloist and with orchestras, and
renowned for his skills repairing instruments. Myron Schultz is known for
his work with FINJAN, Black Sea Station, and The Mayors of Sambor.
Join this dynamic duo as they explore a varied repertoire of classical and
traditional music.

Thursday February 24. Casati is a folk trio made up of Grace Hrabi, on
vocals and ukulele, Jesse Popeski, on vocals and guitar, and Quintin Bart
on vocals and double bass. These three graduates of the University of
Manitoba’s Jazz Studies program have put together the program With a 50s
and 60s Flair featuring Elvis Presley, The Beatles, and other artists that you
are sure to want to sing along to! 

Tuesday March 1. The Clara Trio features Minna Rose Chung, cello,
Kerry DuWors, violin, and Katherine Dowling, piano. Their concert, The
Singing Spirit, includes the work of Ludwig van Beethoven, Clara
Schumann, Marjan Mozetich, Robert Schumann, and Felix Mendelssohn;
extraordinary artists who created at the springtime of Romanticism. 

We are grateful to our sponsors for the 2022 Music ‘N’ Mavens series:
Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts, The Asper Foundation, Winnipeg Arts
Council, Manitoba Arts Council, Lampe Family Fund, Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg, United Way, Winnipeg Free Press, Jewish Post & News,
Classic 107. Music ‘N’ Mavens is produced by Karla Berbrayer.

Concert lineup and tickets available at www.radyjcc.com

Basketball player who converted to Judaism with
a Conservative rabbi denied Israeli citizenship

Feb. 10, 2022 (JTA) —
Jared Armstrong traveled
to Israel on Birthright last
year. He also spent months
studying with an American
Conservative rabbi in order
to formally convert to
Judaism, a step he wanted
to take so he could move to
Israel to play for the
Hapoel Haifa basketball
team.

That ambition suffered a
serious setback
Wednesday after Israeli officials for the second time rejected his applica-
tion for citizenship.

According to Haaretz, which first reported on the denial of Armstrong’s
appeal, the Interior Ministry told Armstrong in a letter that they believed
he was converting only to play on the team. It also cited the fact that his
conversion classes were held via Zoom.

“It makes me crazy. Hasn’t Israel experienced COVID as well? I mean
this decision shows so much disconnect,” Rabbi Michael Beals, the
Wilmington, Delaware, rabbi who supervised Armstrong’s conversion, told
Haaretz.

Beals, who has a longtime relationship with U.S. President Joe Biden,
called the decision by Israel’s government “racist.” Armstrong is Black.

The rejection of Armstrong’s conversion comes amid a string of high-
profile cases in which Israeli authorities have rejected citizenship applica-
tions from Black Jews who have converted outside of Orthodox Judaism.

In December, the Interior Ministry denied an application for citizenship
by a Ugandan man who converted with the Conservative Movement,
despite an Israeli Supreme Court ruling last year recognizing non-
Orthodox conversions performed in Israel.

And last month, a Black Jew originally from the United States won a
promise of citizenship after beginning a hunger strike to call attention to
his experience with
Israel’s immigration

Jared Armstrong (centre) on a
Birthright trip to Israel in 2021

(Continued on page 13. See “Armstrong”.)



allowed me the flexibility to develop my skills in the
industry while raising a family and running her other
business,” she observes.

Kravetsky says every design project is unique and
comes with its own set of challenges.  “My goal is to
enhance my clients’ personal tastes and to create a space
they truly love,” she says.

She says that she began building her design business
through social media and word of mouth. 

This past year, she reports, Jaxon Reid Interiors
received a boost in publicity from CTV’s morning show,
when she was invited Kravetsky several times to talk on
air about different areas of interior design. She hopes it
will become an ongoing segment, as it is a great way to
reach other clients who may not follow her on Instagram
or other social media platforms.

Her decision to expand into a new area proved provi-
dential in that while Sendsational Cards’s business has
been adversely affected by Covid lockdowns and a sig-
nificant decrease in family and business events, she is
happy to report that the opportunity for the home décor
and design business has increased exponentially.

“Since people have been at home so much with no
place else to go, they are spending their money on home
renovations,” she observes.  “A lot of people have been
converting spare rooms into home offices – I had one

client who converted his garage into an office. Others have been win-
terizing family cottages for year round use.  I also have had a plethora
of requests for ensuite bathrooms.”

Last year Kravetsky kindly donated her time and expertise to the
design of the new Winnipeg Beach Day camp office. That required a
great deal of her time in the conception of the plan from the tear down
of the old building to the rebuilding and construction of the new one.

And, as if Kravetsky is not busy enough juggling two businesses,
there is a third demand on her time – which is undoubtedly to her the
most important: She and Josh are full time hockey parents (and dog
parents, she adds) - with all the excitement that entails.

By MYRON LOVE

Jodi Kravetsky’s life journey provides yet anoth-
er example of an individual following her pas-
sion into a new direction in life.  The principal

behind both Jaxon Reid Interiors and Sendsational
Cards began her working career as a high school
math teacher but, much as she enjoyed teaching,
she came to realize that her true calling was in the
design field.

“I have a lot of respect for teachers,” says
Kravetsky, the daughter of Neil Kravetsky and Roz
Sitwell, who graduated from the University of
Winnipeg Collegiate after spending most of her
school years at the former Talmud Torah/Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate.  “Teaching can be difficult
and I believe that teachers should be applauded for
all their effort and hard work.”

Kravetsky’s decision to consider a career change,
she recalls, came while she was on maternity leave.
(She and her husband, Josh Greenfeld, are the par-
ents of Reid, 10, and Jaxon, 8, both of whom are
Gray Academy students.)

“I wanted to be involved in something in which I
could develop my more creative side,” she explains.
“I have always been drawn to the arts.”

In fact, her first business venture, Sendsational
Cards, just kind of fell into her lap.  The Tuxedo-based business, specializing
in stationary and linens for all occasions, had been started by partners Marni
Miller and Carrie Fingold in the mid-1990s. Fast-forward  to 2014, and Miller
– by then the sole owner – was looking to sell the business.

“My friend heard from Marni’s husband about her wanting to sell,”
Kravetsky recalls.  “We decided to buy the business. I dropped the linens and
focussed strictly on stationary.”

Working from her home, Kravetsky – through Sendsational Cards – offers
unique cards and invitations for any event, be it a bar or bat mitzvah, wedding,
thank yous,  or business needs. “I can design cards and invitations in various
designs, fonts, print and paper type,” she notes.  “Up until this year, I was a fix-
ture at the annual Wonderful Wedding Shows and have been involved in many
photo shoots promoting weddings (e.g., this paper’s former annual wedding
supplements) and other social functions.

Although she is a sole proprietor with Sendsational Cards, she points out that
she has a group of freelancers and contract people she can reach out to as need-
ed for graphic work and other needs. They truly help the business run seam-
lessly.

Four years ago, Kravetsky decided to further extend her wings and entrepre-
neurial spirit and add interior designer to her resumé.  On her Jaxon Reid
Interiors webpage, she recalls that, as a child, she was always reorganizing the
furniture in her bedroom and offering to help her parents pick out paint colours
and wall paper. 

She earned her new designation through The Interior Design Institute pro-
gram and was soon in high demand.  “Having a family to raise, this program

Former teacher Jodi Kravetsky turned passion for design into new and exciting career

Wednesday, February 16, 2022, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   13

Community news

��������	��
����������������������	��
��������������
��������	
���	�������	�������	��������	�	������
�������	������	�����	������	��������	��� ����	
!���	������	��������	�	�����" �	�������	�����	
"��	�����	#�����	"�������	���	����	������
�$� �	���� ����	
�����	��� �	� �� ���
"����	���	�����������

�����������	
����������������������
������������������������������������������
��
������������������
����������������������������������
����������������

���	������	������
%�����	��������	��������

"��	�	%&''	(�"��������	)��*

+,-./0+.01+0
'��������
2���������* +,-.003./453

627'�	�289	�'�:&(2�	;2&�'9�	<	%=9'&2�	6:�'
��������	% �����	6����	��������	<	&��������	�����
-,,,	7������	2��� ��	8�������	>	����������������$���

JODI KRAVETSKY

bureaucracy. First, David Ben Moshe’s con-
version was rejected on the oft-ignored
grounds that he had not spent adequate time

in the community where he converted after he became Jewish, the Jerusalem
Post reported. The Interior Ministry reversed that decision amid an outcry but
then rejected his citizenship because he had been convicted of a crime in the
United States. Now, Ben Moshe, who is married to an Israeli and has two
Israeli children, will be able to become a citizen in 2023.

Armstrong, 24, is originally from Philadelphia and was previously a member
of the basketball team at Slippery Rock University in Pennsylvania. His father
is not Jewish, and his mother underwent a conversion through Congregation
Beth El, a predominantly Black community in Philadelphia that is not affiliat-
ed with any Jewish denomination.

Israeli basketball teams often recruit players from outside of Israel who are
Jewish and can therefore become citizens. But because Israel only accepts con-
versions performed through recognized denominations for the purposes of
immigration to Israel under the Law of Return, which guarantees Israeli citi-
zenship to all Jews who apply for it, Armstrong had to convert.

He began the process of studying for a formal conversion with Beals, a
Conservative rabbi, and began applying for citizenship while in Israel where
he first arrived for his Birthright trip last year and later began playing for
Hapoel Haifa. After the Interior Ministry rejected his appeal for citizenship,
Armstrong will no longer be able to play for Hapoel Haifa.

Not all basketball players in Israel are Jewish. Amar’e Stoudemire was not
when he played for the Hapoel Jerusalem team. He began the process of con-
version after leaving the team in 2018 and formally converted to Judaism while
living in Israel in August 2020. Now a coach for the Brooklyn Nets, he was
recently featured in a HBO documentary speaking about his journey to
Orthodox Judaism.

Armstrong
(Continued from page 12.)



14 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 16, 2022

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Memoriams, and Unveilings

$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo: $15
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

NORMAN P ISLER
It is with great sadness

that we announce the
passing of Norman Perry
Isler (Naphtali Peretz ben
Leepe, ha Levi). Norman
was the beloved husband
of Toba for 63 years.
Loving father to Pamela
(Robert), and Rhonda
(Sam), and Zadie to
Michael (Madison)
David, Andrew and
Rebecca. Son of the late
Leopold and Elsa, and

brother of the late Robert (Henrietta).
Norman was born in Brighton Beach, New York in

February 1934. Norm attended PS 253, Abraham
Lincoln High School and Brooklyn College.
Growing up in Brighton Beach, Norm had a wonder-
ful childhood, spending time with his family, swim-
ming in the ocean and playing stickball on the street
with his friends. Norm was fortunate enough to have
both his street friends and his school friends, all of
whom he cherished. Baseball was his passion and he
was a diehard Brooklyn Dodgers fan.

Education was very important to Norm. He
received his Bachelor’s degree in Science, a Masters
in Arts and after moving the family to Madison,
Wisconsin in the late sixties for two years, he
received his PhD in Education Administration.

Norm joined the US Army in 1955, where he
served until 1957, stationed at Fort Lewis
Washington - 50 miles south of Seattle. He and a few
other Jewish men in his outfit would spend weekends
in Seattle, with considerable time at the JCC, meet-
ing girls. In 1957, shortly before his army discharge,
Norm went to an event at the JCC where he met a
lovely Jewish woman. Upon returning to his friends
that evening, Norm would recount, “I think I just met
the girl I am going to marry.”

Norman and Toba married in Winnipeg in 1958,
but settled in New York for 18 months where they
welcomed their first baby girl, Pamela. In 1961, they
re-settled in Winnipeg and had their second daughter,
Rhonda. Norm and Toba spent the next 40 years in
Winnipeg. Norm worked his way up in education
from a math teacher, to a Vice Principal at the Seven
Oaks School Division, eventually becoming
Superintendent.

Norm was active in his community in Winnipeg,
serving on the Boards of the Rosh Pina Synagogue,
the Seven Oaks Hospital, The Children’s Rehab
Centre, and the Manitoba Association of School
Superintendents. He even took a stab at a political
career, running as both an MLA and MP.

After Norm retired from the school division he and
Toba moved to Florida, where he tried his hand at a
few more careers… financial planner, H&R Block
tax specialist, and ‘almost’ real estate agent. In Norm
fashion, he was active in his new Florida communi-
ty, serving as Treasurer of the Ponte Vecchio West
Board and driving the cop car to ensure neighbor-
hood safety.

Norm was a highly organized administrator and an
accomplished mathematician. His administrative
skills were put to good use in both his work and per-
sonal lives.

Once, when planning a family trip to Europe, his
daughters describe the military-like precision with
which they toured various cities - spending the exact
amount of time at each location as his schedule
allowed. Half a day is really not enough time to see
the entire city of Rome, but for Norm, planning and
keeping to a schedule was just as good as the site
itself.

Norm’s greatest joy in life was his family, and in
his retirement, that joy was his grandchildren.
Spending time with them was important to Norm,
and he took every opportunity to take part in their
lives; attending parent-teacher conferences, taking
the entire family on vacations, dropping grandchil-
dren off at college, and attending graduation cere-
monies in Florida and Toronto. Although not the
quickest to show emotion, Norm did not let a few
days go by without his classic line “Zadie loves you
very much”.

The last few years were hard for Norm and his
family, as his memories became more and more
fleeting, but they all took comfort in knowing how
much he loved them all.

t’hay nafsho tzrurah b’tzror hachaim
May his soul be bound up in the bond of eternal

life
In Norm’s memory, donations can be made to the

Jewish National Fund’s (JNF) plant a tree in Israel
campaign.

MARGOT ESTHER ROSENBAUM
January 18, 1925 – January 19, 2022

It is with profound
sadness we announce the
passing of our beloved
mother and our family
matriarch who passed
peacefully after a brief
illness.

Margot is mourned by
her son Harry
Rosenbaum (Hope),

daughter Ruth Stargardter (Allan), her
grandchildren, Trisha (James), Michael (Jennifer),
Geoffrey (Robi), Matthew and Shawn and six great-
grandchildren; Ethan, Keira, Mya, Zoey, Nathan and
Syeira; her brother Gilbert Walter and many nieces,
nephews and their families. Mom was predeceased
by our father, her loving husband, David, her
brothers, Hans and Werner, sisters-in law, brothers-
in-law, as well as 152 members of her family who
perished in the Holocaust.

Mom was born in Berlin, Germany. She was a
devoted daughter and sister. She loved many things
including learning, being with friends as well as
going to synagogue with her parents. Mom was
especially inspired by the education she received
from her mentor, Rabbi Regina Jonas, the first
Jewish female Rabbi. Her life changed drastically
during the reign of Adolph Hitler, beginning with
being identified as a Jewish student and ridiculed and
dragged out of school by her hair and forced into
slave labour, at the age of 13.

During the horrors of the Holocaust Mom was
blessed to meet and fall in love with our father,
David. Eventually, after the war the family
immigrated to Winnipeg to start a new life. They had
many dreams and wishes which they were
determined to fulfil together.

Our parents arrived in Canada penniless. Over the
next seventy five years they worked hard to build a
life that could only be described as a magical
romantic fairy tale. You rarely saw one without the
other. Watching them dance with that special sparkle
in their eyes demonstrated their love for each other.
Dad was mom’s knight in shining armor right to the
very end; when his long sleep finally took away his
shield. Mom had to adapt to the loss of her love and
her protector.

We were mom’s shiny diamonds, sometimes to be
admired from afar, to be cherished always but at
times too scary to hold. We know we shone brightly
in her eyes. We hope we brought her the happiness
and the pride and joy she so deserved. We learned
many life lessons from mom, including that to
survive you must be strong and determined. The
mother-daughter connection never ever faltered and
never waned. This connection will never be lost.

An extra-special recognition is to be extended to
her son-in-law, Allan Stargardter, for all the times he
placed our mother’s needs ahead of his own. May the
Lord bless him for his kindness.

Mom will be missed by family in Israel, New York,
California and Germany. She will also be missed by
countless close and treasured friends, co-workers
who became like family and everyone privileged
enough to have met her and had her in their lives.

Sorry, your daily/weekly phone calls have ended
unless she can arrange for a long distance plan, but
know she is watching over you and listening for the
latest scoop.

Graveside services were officiated by Al
Benarroch at the Hebrew Sick Cemetery with
pallbearers Allan Stargardter, Robbie Waldman, and
grandchildren Trisha, Michael, Geoffrey & Shawn.
Honourary pallbearers were grandson Matthew
Stargardter, Cantor Gerry Daien, Skye Kneller,
Murray Greenfield, Allan Kiesler and James Brown.
If so desired, donations in memory of our mother can
be made to the Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue, Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre, Humane Society of
Winnipeg for the care of furry friends in need of care
or a charity of choice.

Special thanks to Sandy Slonosky, Dr. K.
Heinrichs, Dr. J. Johnston, Dr. J. Anang, Dr. A.
Kravetsky and the staff at the Grace Hospital, for
their exceptional care and compassion, and a special
thank you to her adopted family at the Chevra
Mishnayes Synagogue,  Adeena Lungen and staff at
WJCFS and friends at Gwen Secter.

Mom, we will never say good-bye because it
always made you cry. Life will never be the same
without you. We know you are with dad now. You
will both live on in our hearts forever.

Please, all remember this proud little German girl
of a Jewish upbringing who stood strong for what
she believed in.

“She did it her way.”

SALLY ROSENBLOOM
February 21, 1926-January 23, 2022

Our hearts are sad
because we lost our
beloved mother, grand-
mother, and great grand-
mother. Sally was a
strong woman with
indomitable spirit; whose
resilience and determina-
tion to life and her family
enabled a long life. She
was predeceased by her
husband Bery; son
Morley; parents Raphael
and Gitel; step-mother

Rae; and daughter-in-law Olga.
Born Sheindel Mlynarski, on a farm outside of

Miechow, Poland, but lived mostly in Sosnowitz.
Sally’s happy childhood was shattered with the
onslaught of World War II. She survived ghetto life;
slave labor camps and the concentration camp
Plaszow; and the loss of her mother in Auschwitz.
After Liberation from Chestokova, she and her
father, who had survived Auschwitz and
Mauthausen, found each other, and together walked
to Fehrenvald, a Displaced Persons camp.  Sally met
and married Bery there. They emigrated to Winnipeg
Canada in 1948 and began to build a new life.  

Sally and Bery worked in clothing factories for
many years before owning a grocery store and later
local hotels. Mom was a practical person and did
what was necessary to succeed, be it teaching herself
English, working side by side in the store, and learn-
ing to drive early on.

Mom enjoyed local parks, Winnipeg Beach, trips
to see family in New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut and Israel. Winter vacations to Florida
and Hawaii were eventually replaced by Arizona.
Besides being a lifetime member of NA’AMAT,
Mom loved plants; movies; live theatre; musicals;
needlework; knitting and especially reading. Next to
her family, her friends sustained her. 

Most importantly Mom treasured her time with her
family; she was ready and available to help at any
time.  Mom is survived by daughter Judy and son-in-
law Mark; grandchildren Tobi and Dan; Ben; Erin
and Jacob; and David and Naomi; and daughter-in-
law Mary Ann.  In addition, Mom leaves behind 4
great grandchildren, Anne, Ariella, Adira and
Marigold.

The family greatly appreciates the caring and com-
passionate staff on Simkin 1. Our thanks also to
Esther’s Group, and particularly, Krisha and Lisa,
Mom’s devoted companions for nearly 5 years.

Having lived a long but challenging life, Mom was
grateful for her life; and especially her family. Her
legacy is her grandchildren and great grandchildren,
whose lives reflect the success of surviving and
building a new life. Donations in Sally’s memory
may be made to the Jewish National Fund, NA’A-
MAT, or any Holocaust education program.  
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MARSHALL
STUART

KNELLER
who passed away

February 20, 2021
8 days in Adar 5781

Longing for “Yesterday”
Our hearts ache
Forever missing and loving you.
—Laya, children Kyle & Carol,
Gabi & Benji, Skye & Cam,
Grandchildren Alex,  Maddie
& Maeve, his namesake.
Sister Sandi,  family and friends.

Marshall’s devotion
to community

Was matched only by his
Capacity for compassion.

For our beloved

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

TEDDY BASS
who passed away

March 4, 1999
16 Days in Adar

MARION BASS
who passed away
January 5, 2011
29 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

Always in our thoughts.
Forever in our hearts.

– Cookie, Marla & Steven, Tracee and Aaron and their namesakes
Teddy, Carson Edward, Alann Maree, Stafford and Sutton.

In loving memory of

IRVIN JOSEPH
COHEN

who passed away
March 18, 1960

19 Days in Adar, 5720
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
62nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANNE DAVIS
who passed away

February 25, 2005
16 days Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

FRED FUNK
who passed away

March 7, 2007
17 Days in Adar

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife
Agnes, his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In memory of a loving
mother, mother-in-law, baba

and great-grandmother

BESSIE
(SIDEMAN)

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Day in Adar

Time slips by and life goes on.
But from our hearts you’re
never gone.
– With love from your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RALPH
HAMOVICH

who passed away
February 24, 2008
18 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit 5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JUDY KAPLAN
who passed away
March 14, 2017
16 days in Adar

Always in our hearts.
— Family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK LAVITT
who passed away

March 5, 1991
19 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX NARVEY
who passed away
March 7th, 1953
20 days in Adar

—  Forever lovingly remem-
bered and sadly missed by his
children.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH NEIMAN
who passed away

February 20, 2014
21 days in Adar I

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JONAH
EPHRAIM
NEPON

who passed away
March 3, 2013

21st day of Adar
If we had a single flower for every
time we think of you, we would walk
forever in a garden.
—Forever loved and deeply
missed by mom, your sisters
Amber (Joe), Mara (Sal),
Rachel, Micah, Dana and
Meirav, and your brothers
Adam (Day) and Seth ;  nieces
Hannah Cohen, Yael and
Simcha Pellettieri and Ika
Nepon;  nephews Jordan and
Asher Cohen, Meir Pellettieri
and Harvey Nepon.

Jonah,
I’ll love you forever,

I’ll like you for always.  
As long as I’m living
my baby you’ll be.  

Love mom

5th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PEARL PALAY
who passed away
March 14, 2017

16 Days in Adar I
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EARL PITCH

who passed away
March 13, 2015
22 days in Adar

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Tsipie,
children, grandchildren and
family.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of
mother and Baba
MIRIAM

PFEFFER-
MACKLIS
who passed away

March 4, 2002
20 Days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her son,
grandchildren and loving
daughters-in-law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dearly
beloved father and zaida

JACK STAR
who passed away
March 12, 1982

17 Days in Adar, 5742
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY WALSH

who passed away on
February 24, 2011

20 days in Adar, 5771
“To live in the hearts of those
we leave behind, is not to die!”
— Always remembered and
loved forever by his daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ROSE YAKIR
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her  children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

YORAM BARR
who passed away
March 22, 2009
26 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife
Sarah, his children Tamar,
Na’ama & Marshall, Merav
& Marshall and grand-
children Sami,  Maya,
Mikaela and Jack.
We love you.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dad
and zaida,

MORRES
BERENHAUT

who passed away
February 27, 2011
23 Days in Adar

Dad, your spirit was an
inspiration to us all. We miss
that glitter in your eye, your
sense of humor, and especially
your storytellling.
You will be loved and
appreciated and remain in our
hearts forever.
— Your  children,  grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ELKA EHRLICH
who passed away

April 2, 1992
28 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
30th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LAZAR
FLIEGEL
who passed away
March 31, 2012
8 days in Nisan

You are not forgotten
nor will you ever be

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your wife
Basia, children Miriam and
Larry, son-in-law Ron,
grandchildren Sarah, Alex
and Danny.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
February 28, 2008
22 Days in Adar I

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM

HOCHMAN
who passed away

March 2, 2008
25 Days in Adar I

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

HAROLD
AARON HYMAN

who passed away
April 30, 2011

26 Days in Nisan

7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren, family and friends.

ETTA
HYMAN

who passed away
March 15, 2015
24 Days in Adar

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOLLY
MEDOFF-
KOPELOW

who passed away
March 4, 2013
22 days in Adar

—A woman of virtue &
compassion who touched all
with her love & generosity.
We will love  you always and
forever.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SALLY NELKO
who passed away
March 21, 2017
23 days in Adar

—Forever loved and missed
by her children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MOLLY PITCH
who passed away
March 23, 1998
25 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HINDA RITTER
who passed away

April 3, 2016
24 days in Adar 2

– Forever in our hearts
Beth, Bobby, Zach, Karlene,
Jessica & Stefanie

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY
SHUCKETT

who passed away
February 25th, 2014

25 days in Adar
Seven years have passed, but
you are with us always in our
thoughts and hearts, sadly
missed and forever loved.
—Your wife, children,
grandchildren and  great-
granddaughter, Lilly.

8th Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEB. 23

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SIDNEY MINUK
who left us on

March 25, 2017
27 days in Adar I

Ever held in our hearts and
remembered in our prayers.
— Forever missed and
longingly loved by his wife
Rickie children, grand-
children, family & friends.

“Our hearts will always have
an ache never to be gone”
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Limmud preview

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MICHAL MORRIS

HIRSCH
who passed away

February 28, 2003
26 Days in Adar I

Everlasting memories
Never forgotten

Forever in our hearts!
— Your loving wife Sabina,
son Len, daughters Shelley
and Monica, grandchildren
Nicole, David, Gavin and
Jared and son-in-law Michael.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ESTHER PIERCE
who passed away

February 27, 1976
26 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

14th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

MAURICE
POCKETT

In loving memory of

NORMA
POCKETT

March 10, 2013
28 days in Adar

who passed away

Your love, good deeds, kindness, friendship and laughter live on in
our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed.

March 28, 2008
21 days in Adar II

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY SLUTCHUK
who passed away

February 24, 1984
22 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In loving memory of

NATHAN
STREIFLER

who passed away
February 26, 1976
25 days in Adar 1

—Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by his
children Leesa (Kenneth), and
Marc (Cindy) grandsons Riley,
Jesse and Seth Streifler,
Daniel Bell, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
46th Yahrzeit

Famous novelist Naomi Ragen to discuss situation 
of Haredi Orthodox women at Limmud

By BERNIE BELLAN

The following infor-
mation is taken

from Naomi Ragen’s
website: “Naomi Ragen
is an American-born
novelist, playwright and
journalist who has lived
in Jerusalem since
1971. She has published
eleven internationally
best-selling novels, and
is the author of a hit
play, ‘Women’s
Minyan’, that has been
performed more than
500 times in Israel’s National Theatre as well as
in the United States and Argentine.

“Naomi has written for the Jerusalem Post and
other publications in Israel and abroad, as well as
to her blog list, about Israel and Jewish issues.”

The Wikipedia article about Naomi Ragen
notes that “A recurring theme in her fictional
works is injustice against women in the  Haredi
Jewish community.”

(The Wikipedia article also mentions that
Naomi has been sued a number of times for pla-
giarism.)

Recently I contacted Naomi via email, which is
how she had indicated to me she preferred to
communicate.

Following is a series of questions I posed to
Naomi, with the answer she gave tomy ques-
tions:

JP&N: Hi Naomi,
I see you’re going to be talking about your lat-

est novel (“An Observant Wife”) in your
Limmud presentation. I’ve only read one of your
books previously: “The Devil in Jerusalem”,
which was the subject of a book club discussion
several years ago in a club which I had started at
our Jewish Community Centre.

I was floored by that book. I realize it was
extremely controversial, so I’d like to ask you
one question about that book:

What has been the long-term reaction to your
writing such a scathing exposé about a Haredi
rabbi?

Naomi Ragen: Thanks for writing.   I hope you
get a chance to read the book (“The Observant
Wife”), which I think is special for a number  of
reasons.  It’s my first and only sequel. And it’s
probably my last book on haredim, in which I
sum up thirty years of knowledge, interaction,
and understanding.

I wrote The Devil in Jerusalem as a public ser-
vice - believe it or not.  A very, very difficult
book to write, the subject matter was horrendous.
Many people have reviewed the book, saying it
was difficult to read, but important.  I can’t tell in
the short term if it’s made people more wary of
wonder rabbis, but more and more we are getting
people who are speaking out about rabbinical
abuse, so perhaps there’s a trend here which I’m
happy to be a part of.

JP&N: Now, turning to your most recent book,
“An Observant Wife”, I just read the lengthy
review on bookreporter.com, so here are my
questions:

What led you to wanting to write a sequel to
“An Unorthodox Match”?

NR: This is the first time in my career that I
really didn’t want to part with my characters
from a previous book, An Unorthodox Match.
First of all, when you end a book, you leave your
characters to live on in your reader’s imagina-
tions.  I felt highly protective towards the char-
acters in this book, the newly engaged mixed

couple Leah
and Yaakov, the
young girl
S h a i n d e l e
u n d e r g o i n g
such hardships,
the children
orphaned of
their mother
Chasya and
M o r d e c h a i
Shalom.  I
wanted to take
their futures
home with me
and raise them
myself.

Also, I think
of all my char-
a c t e r s
Lola/Leah is
very close to

my own life, and I’d never really explored
Chozrim beteshuva in my books, so I was eager
to keep exploring her character.

JP&N:  From what Pamela Kramer writes
about “An Observant Wife” in her review, it
seems that a recurrent theme in this book and
your others is that the ultra Orthodox are no dif-
ferent in most respects than any other human
beings in terms of their needs. What I often won-
der though is whether the kind of repression that
I associate with ultra Orthodox life masks greater
psychological problems among ultra Orthodox
Jews than non ultra Orthodox?

NR: From my personal experience, it all
depends on the sect.  I view modern Orthodox as
pretty much the same as secular society when it
comes to repression. After all, no one does exact-
ly what they feel like doing because of the con-
sequences.   Chassidic sects are something else.
In my opinion they are pretty much all cults and
yes the repression can be psychologically dam-
aging as it is in any cult.

JP&N: The notion of someone from a non-
observant background, such as Leah in this
novel, adopting fully the role of an ultra
Orthodox wife is something that I’ve seen over
and over again in real life, including in my own
family. 

Invariably these women become “holier than
thou”. Do you think there’s a common thread
that runs through women who come from non-
observant backgrounds and become ultra
Orthodox? 

NR: As you’ll see when you get into An
Observant Wife, the newly Orthodox are usually
looked down upon by those born into the tradi-
tion who consider themselves holier than though.
The newly religious are always apologizing for
the things they don’t know.  But if you are refer-
ring to the need of people who become religious
to clash with people living their former lifestyle,
I would say that holds true of anyone who
becomes a true believer, whether religious or
vegetarians, or people who give up gluten.  I
think whenever you take restrictions upon your-
self, you feel the need to justify it and reject
everyone else, just to reassure yourself you are
doing the right thing, especially when it gets
hard.

JP&N: Are you going to be talking only about
your new book in your presentation?

NR: Actually, I’ll be discussing a whole range
of subjects including how difficult it has been to
have started the whole genre of books about the
ultra Orthodox.  I was considered a whistle blow-
er, and still am.

NAOMI RAGEN

cover of Naomi Ragen’s 
most recent novel
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By BERNIE BELLAN

There have been several
periods in the history of
Winnipeg’s Jewish com-

munity that saw bursts of con-
struction activity of different
sorts.

Perhaps the most notable peri-
od was the post-war era follow-
ing World War II when, in no
particular order, the community
saw the building within a ten-
year period of: the Shaarey
Zedek, Rosh Pina, Adas
Yeshurun (and Herzlia
Academy), and Talmud Torah
synagogues, along with the
YMHA on Hargrave, Talmud
Torah  and I.L. Peretz schools,
Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, and
Ramah Hebrew School.

The population of the Jewish
community was growing rapidly
in the 1950s and 1960s and the
infrastructure that was built then
was intended to serve a commu-
nity that had shifted primarily
from the old north end to newer
communities in West Kildonan, Garden City, and River Heights.

As our community aged, however, there was another spurt of activity
beginning with the construction of HSBA Gardens on Sinclair in 1970.
This time, the focus was on seniors’ housing. There was a total of four
buildings constructed from 1970 to 1991: HSBA Gardens, built in 1971
(50 suites); Beit Am (adjoining the Bnay Abraham Synagogue), built in the
1980s  (65 suites); Shalom Gardens (next to Temple Shalom), built in 1987
(47 suites); and the Rosh Pina Housing Co-op, built in 1991 (62 suites).

Although one of the prime motivating factors in building  the three north
end buildings was to provide low-cost housing for Jewish seniors, over
time the number of Jewish occupants of any of the three north end build-
ings dwindled. 

As Myron Love noted in an article he wrote for this paper in 2013 upon
the occasion of Temple Shalom’s 25th anniversary, “The purpose of three
synagogue-related seniors apartments – the Beit Am was built adjacent to
and connected with the former Bnay Abraham Synagogue and the Rosh
Pina Co-op just across the road from the current Congregation Etz Chayim
(which used to be the Rosh Pina) – was to provide affordable apartments
for Jewish seniors who were looking to downsize and, it was hoped, to help
boost attendance for Shabbat and daily minyan services at the synagogues.

“As things turned out however, with more members of the community
choosing to move south – lured in part by newer assisted independent liv-
ing complexes such as the Shaftesbury, the Portsmouth and the Boulton,
the number of Jewish residents of the three apartment blocks is far out-
numbered by non-Jewish seniors. The number of Jewish residents current-
ly living at the 40-suite (all bachelor suites) HSBA Gardens, for example,
may have dwindled to as few as one.”

And, while the construction of HSBA Gardens preceded the actual con-
struction of the Beth Israel Synagogue on Sinclair Street, both the Beit Am
and Rosh Pina Housing Co-op were built on vacant lots next to their
respective synagogues. 

The opening of the Rosh PIna Housing Co-op in 1991 followed the open-
ing of Shalom Gardens in the south end in 1987. The rules governing hous-
ing co-ops in Manitoba are fairly clear:

“Co-op members purchase equity shares in the co-op and collectively
become owners of the building and property.”

Members of co-ops have certain other responsibilities, as outlined in
information available on a Manitoba Government website:

“1. You purchase a membership to live in a home owned by the co-op.
“2. As a member, you share in the financial and decision-making

responsibility for the operation of the co-op, including who lives there.
“3. You pay a share of the costs to maintain the co-op.
“4. You build equity if you live in an equity co-op.  You do not build

equity if you live in a non-profit co-op.”

I spoke with Len Podheiser, who was one of the key figures involved in
building the Rosh Pina Housing Co-op, and asked him how that project was

financed. Len said that the financing
“came 100% from CMHC (Canada
Mortgage and Housing
Corporation.”

“It was built at no cost to the syn-
agogue,” Len added. There were
some advantages to having an apart-
ment block next to the synagogue,
he explained, such as being able to
share snow clearing and landscaping
costs.

Something else that Len noted was
that Saul Simkin, who was one of
the leading members of the Rosh
Pina at the time, owned a brick fac-
tory in Denver, and he donated the
interlocking bricks that make up the
co-op’s façade.

Although, according to the co-op’s
current manager, there are still some
Jewish residents there, it’s a far cry
from 1991, when the Rosh Pina
Housing Co-op first opened and,
according to Len Podheiser,  “it was
all Jewish.”

Each of the three north end build-
ings is now managed by profession-

al building management companies. Anyone who would like to live in one
of those buildings can simply contact the manager of each of the buildings
and, if there is an opening and they meet the criteria for living in a partic-
ular residence, they will either be accepted or they will be put on a wait list
until there is an opening.

As it turns out, however, the situation with Shalom Gardens insofar as
being accepted as a member of that co-op is apparently quite different.

The story behind Shalom Gardens is a particularly fascinating one.
As Myron Love noted in that 2013 article which was written upon the

occasion of Temple Shalom’s 25th anniversary, the construction of Shalom
Gardens was what, in fact, led to Temple Shalom being able to move into
what had previously been a Baptist Church on the corner of Grant and
Wilton in Winnipeg’s south end. 

“In June, 1987, the 80 members/member families of Temple Shalom,
Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, literally took a leap of faith when
they approved a proposal to buy a new building and property at the corner
of Grant and Wilton,” Myron wrote.

“ ‘We started with $30,000,’ recalls Lorne Sharfe, one of the driving
forces behind the purchase of the new building. ‘We had to come up with
$460,000 by September. Just the down payment was $10,000.’

“A committee led by Sharfe, Allan Sourkes and the late Phil Schachter
beat the bushes for the remaining funds. The TD Bank was prepared to loan
the congregation $350,000. The fundraising committee also acquired
grants from the provincial government and the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba. Along with some funds contributed by members and proceeds
from the sale of their existing building, they were able to come up with
enough money to buy the property.

“The final piece though was the construction of Shalom Gardens
Housing Co-op Ltd., a low income seniors co-op adjoining the new
Temple. 

“Sharfe spoke about the challenges of raising funds for the congre-
gation’s new building and how the idea for the housing co-op came
about. ‘We had a parking lot on the corner beside our building, he
recalled. ‘We were considering different options for developing the lot
and generating income for the Temple.’

“The idea for the housing co-op originated with architect and Temple
member Harry Haid. The benefits of building the apartment complex were
a lump sum initial rental payment of $175, 000 (which went to paying
down the TD mortgage) and the opportunity to further enhance the Temple
– with an expanded entrance, new carpeting, wall paneling and lighting, the
installation of an elevator and air conditioning, construction of an office,
cloakroom, handicap access washroom, additional storage and an elevated
parking structure at the rear of the building.”

In a recent conversation that I had with Lorne Sharfe, he told me that, in
fact, he had put up
a personal guar-

Four seniors’ apartment buildings connected to the Jewish community
were built in a 20-year period in Winnipeg

Three have had open and fair admission policies throughout their histories, but now  
there are questions about how Shalom Gardens accepts new applicants

Community news

H.S.B.A. Gardens Beit Am

Rosh Pina Housing Co-op Shalom Gardens

(Continued on page 19. See “Shalom Gardens”.)
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antee for the $460,000 that was required
to buy the church on Grant and Wilton.
Unlike the three north end projects,

therefore, the building of Shalom Gardens was an absolute prerequisite for
the Temple Shalom congregation to undertake; otherwise there wouldn’t
have been a new home for the congregation.

And, although Shalom Gardens has always been open to residents of any
faith or nationality, at the very beginning it had a heavy Jewish component,
just as all the three north end residences had initially.

What got me interested in the four residences that were all built either by
Jewish congregations or, as was the case with HBSA Gardens – the Hebrew
Sick Benefit Association, was something that I discovered about how
Shalom Gardens treats applicants for membership in that co-op.

While Shalom Gardens does have a part-time manager, unlike the Rosh
Pina Housing Co-op, which is managed day-to-day by a professional apart-
ment management firm, the members of Shalom Gardens actually play an
active role in the day-to-day management of their building and it is one
individual member of that co-op who seems to have the power to decide
who will move into the co-op, whether or not a particular applicant may
have applied ahead of another applicant.

Here is how I became involved in trying to sort out a troubling situation
in which an individual was first told there was a vacancy at Shalom
Gardens by  the manager of Shalom Gardens, but when she  immediately
sent in her application, it was subsequently returned to her with the news
that the unit had already been rented and that she would have to go on a
wait list.

As I’ve noted before, I’ve been delivering kosher Meals on Wheels every
Friday for the Gwen Secter Centre. On January 21st one of my clients
mentioned that she would like to move elsewhere and she wondered
whether I could recommend a nice place. 

I immediately suggested Shalom Gardens, as I’m very familiar with that
residence and think very highly of it. My customer told me she would fol-
low up my suggestion and contact Shalom Gardens.

Two weeks after having mentioned Shalom Gardens to this client, on
February 4th she told me that she was quite upset with what had subse-
quently happened to her.

She told me that when she called Shalom Gardens she was told there was
a vacant unit there and that, if she sent in her application with a deposit, she
would be able to have that unit. 

But, shortly after having sent in her application, the client told me she
received a letter from the manager of the membership committee of

Shalom Gardens, in which she was now informed that the unit in question
had been given to someone else. She wondered what had happened in the
interim period?

I told her that I would attempt to ascertain exactly what happened, i.e.
Why was she told there was a vacant unit which she could have, and then
told that it was not available?

I did speak to another resident of Shalom Gardens and asked that person
whether they had an idea what might have happened? This person suggest-
ed that the chair of the membership committee is able to decide who moves
into Shalom Gardens on her own and evidently she had not wanted to see
the vacant unit rented out to my Meals on Wheels client.

I have attempted to contact the manager of the membership committee to
find out why she rejected my customer’s application, but I was told that
she’s in Vancouver now and I was unable to reach her. I have also attempt-
ed to contact the manager of Shalom Gardens who, I presume, is the per-
son to whom my customer spoke when she inquired about any vacancies at
Shalom Gardens to ask her what happened, but she did not return my calls. 

While I can well understand that Shalom Gardens was not built with the
specific purpose of providing housing for Jewish seniors - unlike the three
north end buildings, I am somewhat dismayed at the sequence of events
that led my Meals on Wheels client first to get her hopes up, then to have
them dashed. While the members of Shalom Gardens themselves have ulti-
mate responsibility for managing their co-op, it seems evident that one
individual who vets applications for membership wields inordinate power
in deciding who will be accepted as a member. It was suggested to me that
this individual has favoured friends of hers when it comes to moving into
what is a very highly sought after seniors residence in the south end, and
that individuals such as my Meals on Wheels client have been bumped as
a result.

Unfortunately, it seems, there is no recourse for this individual, except to
have me put in print what happened to her, which might lead to a much
closer scrutiny on the part of Shalom Gardens co-op members how the
chair of the membership committee handles applications for membership in
that co-op.

Really, what ought to happen is that applications for membership at
Shalom Gardens should be handled by someone who has no particular
interest in
favouring
a n y o n e
over any-
one else.

“Join us for a screening and panel discussion: “Ma Nishma
Manitoba,” a film by Sara Bulloch and Johanna Reimer-
Henteleff two local Jewish filmmakers, which premiered at
the Gimli Film Festival. The film explores the complexity
and  diversity of our community and what it means to be
“Jewish enough.”  A panel discussion will follow with
Johanna and Sara as well as Andrew Kaplan and
Florencia Katz, moderated by Louise Waldman.”

‘Maus’ supporters rally and Tennessee school board doubles
down in first meeting since book’s removal

Feb. 11, 2022 (JTA) – Demonstrators in McMinn County, Tennessee, on Thursday
called on the local school board to reverse its recent decision to remove “Maus,” Art
Spiegelman’s 1992 Pulitzer Prize-winning graphic memoir on the Holocaust, from the
middle school curriculum, adding to complaints by Jews around the country over the
past few weeks. 

The board, however, rebuffed the request, declining to bring up the matter for dis-
cussion.

“This board is the arbiter of community standards,” one member said, to a chorus of
boos from people in attendance.

Several speakers, including at least one local educator, appeared during the board
meeting’s public comment phase to register their disagreement with the book’s
removal. 

The first speaker, who said he was Jewish, said the news “came as a total shock” and
that the removal sends the wrong message to the Jewish community. 

“I am immensely disappointed in the decision to remove material regarding my own
heritage and my people’s history,” said the speaker. “I do know at least one survivor of
the Holocaust who lives in the area. Did the board think about what message we would
be sending by removing the unique expression of Jewish perspective?”

The speaker also complained the alternatives to “Maus” offered by the school district
lack almost any Jewish voices and that it was inappropriate to teach the Holocaust with
an emphasis on the perspective of non-Jews.

Another speaker argued that the board had erred by not following the school district’s
policies in removing “Maus,” which triggered a request by the board chair for clarifi-
cation from the board’s attorney. 

“The board can’t violate its own policy. Policies exist to serve the board,” the attor-
ney, Scott Bennett, said, according to the Chattanooga Times Free Press. “The board
does not exist to serve the policies.”

Later on, before the meeting came to an end, board member Mike Cochran said he
recently consulted a local rabbi and that the rabbi supports the decision to remove
“Maus.” The rabbi, Cochran added, felt that the book was also inappropriate for his
synagogue.

He declined the Chattanooga newspaper’s request to name the rabbi. Two syna-
gogues in nearby Chattanooga, along with the local Jewish federation, helped organize
a live conversation with Spiegelman in the wake of the ban.

Cochran also said he had read “Maus” and that his opposition to the book’s inclusion
in the curriculum “had nothing to do with the Holocaust,” the Times Free Press report-
ed. After the meeting, he reportedly said that the board is not revisiting its decision
because “there’s nudity that’s not necessary.”

Shalom Gardens
(Continued from page 18.)
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

Yiddish explanation
Avrom Sutzkever (1913-2010) was also a Litvak poet.

He was born in Smorgon and survived the war in Vilna.
After arriving in Israel he became a master of poetic
paradox: from the snowy Mt. Hermon, he seeks a
cold/warm greeting from Lithuania. A new selection of
his poetry in Hebrew translation (edited by Benny Mer)
locates him in the company of the greatest Hebrerw
bards. Israelis do need at least one Litvak poet to teach
them how to be skeptically Jewish. 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 -

2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com
On February 20th, listen to Gerry Posner’s conversa-

tion with Lewis Wasel, a former Manitoba lawyer who
practiced law in Selkirk for many years. Rochelle Zucker
will host the other segments on February 20th and 27th. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

White House science advisor who was
sworn in on book of Jewish ethics steps

down after review finds he mistreated staff
Feb. 8, 2022 (JTA) — Eric Lander, the Jewish geneti-

cist who served as President Joe Biden’s top science
advisor and head of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy, resigned Monday after a White
House review found he had mistreated staff.

Lander had been confirmed by the Senate in May 2021
as director of the OSTP, a position Biden raised to the
level of a cabinet position. Lander was sworn in last June
on a 500-year-old edition of Pirkei Avot, the Ethics of the
Fathers, printed in 1492.

The internal review that led to Lander’s resignation
found that the scientist had bullied staff and sometimes
yelled, according to a report in Politico. Several women
who worked with Lander complained that he had
demeaned them. In an email to staff Friday, Lander apol-
ogized and admitted that had “spoken to colleagues with-
in OSTP in a disrespectful or demeaning way,” according
to Politico.

In a letter to Biden Monday, Lander said he would
vacate the position no later than February 18, according
to the Washington Post. Biden faced some criticism for
accepting Lander’s resignation rather than firing him
immediately after pledging on his first day in office that
disrespect in the workplace would warrant immediate fir-
ing.

“If you are ever working with me and I hear you treat
another colleague with disrespect, talk down to someone,
I promise you I will fire you on the spot. On the spot —
no if, ands or buts,” Biden said at the time.

Lander’s behavior in the workplace as outlined in the
White House review was not the first time Lander’s treat-
ment of others had drawn criticism in the scientific com-
munity.

In 2016, Lander wrote an essay on the history of the
gene editing technology CRISPR in which critics said
Lander failed to give credit to two women scientists who
were central to its development, a move he later said he
regretted.

Lander was also heavily criticized in 2018 after he
gave a birthday toast to James Watson, a molecular biol-
ogist and geneticist who discovered the double-helix
structure of DNA and has expressed sexist, racist and
antisemitic views in his later years. Lander later apolo-
gized for the toast and noted that he had himself been the
target of Watson’s antisemitic remarks, according to Stat
News.

Before assuming his position in the Biden administra-
tion, Lander was the president and founding director of
the Broad Institute, a research institution based at MIT
and Harvard that focuses on biomedical research. He
rose to scientific fame for his leading role in the Human
Genome Project, an initiative that mapped the entire
human genome sequence from 1990 to 2003. The Broad
Institute grew out of the Human Genome Project and also
played a major role in developing CRISPR.
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Oscar Brand: radio host, folk singer, song writer
Under The Radar: 30 Notable

Canadian Jewish Musicians, which
I wrote with Alan L. Simons
(Publisher) takes an historical
approach, covering musicians of
most genres and genders, some
alive and others having passed on,
but excelling somewhat out of
sight.  This is the second in a two-

part series of excerpts from the book, which was released in
November 2021, and is available in paperback and as an
eBook from  Amazon.ca.   The two performers with Winnipeg,
Manitoba roots are Victor Feldbrill (who was profiled in our
Feb. 2 issue) and Oscar Brand.

In 1965, it might have become Canada’s new national anthem.
The tune was the Oscar Brand-written “Something to Sing About”.
The lobbying was intense to convince Prime Minister Lester Pearson’s

Liberal government and Parliament for Brand’s composition to replace “O
Canada”.

That tune extolled Canada and became the theme for “Let’s Sing Out”, a
weekly TV show hosted by Brand, launched on CTV in1963 and was later
broadcast on CBC. It also was the Canadian pavilion’s popular theme at
Expo ’67.

Oscar Brand was a folk singer, songwriter, radio host and short story
writer.

But he was best-known as a New York City radio show host.  That gig
lasted 70 years. Brand composed some 300 songs and released 100 albums,
many with Canadian and American patriotic lyrics.

The Guinness Book of World Records confirms he holds the radio show
host longevity record, beginning on Dec. 10,1945 and ending Sept. 24,
2016. His 10 pm Saturday fixture, “Oscar Brand’s Folksong Festival”,
ruled that slot for 70 years on WNYC-AM 820. He loved this job, never
had a contract and was never paid.

Of Romanian-Jewish heritage, Oscar was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba on
February 7, 1920 to Isadore and Beatrice Brand. They lived on a wheat
farm near the provincial capital. His father was an Indigenous interpreter
for the Hudson’s Bay Co. He also owned a theatre supply company, then a
pawnshop.

The family moved to the U.S. in 1927, living in Minneapolis, Chicago
and New York. Residing in Brooklyn’s Borough Park, his parents sought
medical treatment for Oscar, who was born with a missing calf muscle,
according to his obituary.

After graduating from high school, he barnstormed the U.S. with his
banjo, working on farms to pay his way. Returning home, he graduated
with a psychology degree from Brooklyn College.

Brand joined the U.S. Army in 1942 as an induction centre psychologist
and edited a newspaper for psychiatric patients. Following his discharge,
he moved to Greenwich Village and wrote a book, “How To Play the Guitar
Better Than Me”.

The music bug had bitten him at seven because he loved listening to play-
er-piano rolls. Interested in music, he had a creative bent but he always
wanted to be “on the radio.” That childhood dream turned into a labour of
love and when hired by WYNC, he never left.

His show was a ‘must appearance’ for musicians like Bob Dylan, Joan
Baez, Harry Belafonte, Lead Belly, Harry Chapin, Arlo Guthrie, Emmylou
Harris, B.B. King, Phil Ochs, and Pete Seeger, among others.

As a radio and stage performer, Brand’s sometimes off-key and gritty
voice had believability.

He applied the voice “to old, new and sometimes deliberately mangled
songs, both on and off the air,” the New York Times reported. “He was also
an accomplished songwriter: Doris Day’s version of his song, “A Guy Is A
Guy” reached No. 1 on the Billboard chart in 1952.”

In 1959, Brand was one of the original organizers of the Newport Folk
Festival. During the ‘60s he was on the Children’s Television Workshop
Board advisory panel, helping develop Sesame Street. A somewhat prickly
advisor, it was rumoured that the Oscar the Grouch character was named
after Oscar Brand.

In the 1960s, he was a Mariposa Folk Festival mainstay, later in 1987 and
at the Festival’s 50th Anniversary in 2010.

He scored ballets for Agnes de Mille and commercials for Log Cabin
Syrup and Cheerio’s; wrote music for documentary films, published song-
books, short stories; and hosted the children’s television shows “The First
Look” and “Spirit of ’76”.

Back in the 1960s when I was a fledgling disc jockey in Calgary at the
University of Alberta’s radio station UACR, I was impressed with his
cross-Canada and university campus performances. Brand’s Canadiana
love-initiative played at many universities and revived the careers of folk
music pioneers like the Womenfolk and the Weavers,and helped kick-start
then little-known musicians Gordon Lightfoot and Joni Mitchell.

Brand was a civil rights activist who participated in the
1965 Selma to Montgomery marches. The House
Committee on Un-American Activities branded his show
a “pipeline of Communism because of his support for
First Amendment rights for blacklisted artists to be
allowed to have a platform to reach the public,” reported
the New York Daily News. Brand, reportedly was anti-
Stalinist and not a Communist Party member.

“Few have sung and strummed more prolifically,” his
Times obituary noted.” The hundreds of songs he record-
ed include election songs, children’s songs, vaudeville
songs, sports car songs, drinking songs, outlaw songs and
lascivious ditties about Nellie the Barmaid.”

Sadly, much of his and hundreds of other artists’ origi-
nal masters and recordings were lost in a fire at Universal Studios
Hollywood in 2008.

His numerous awards and honours included a 1995 Peabody Award for
“more than 50 years in service to the music and messages of folk perform-
ers and fans around the world.”

Brand died at age 96 (Sept. 30, 2016), survived by his wife Karen, four
children, and nine grandchildren.

Excerpted from 
“UNDER THE RADAR – 30 Notable CANADIAN JEWISH MUSI-

CIANS “
- Published by Baronel Books – Available from all Amazon sites in paper-

back and E-book version

By

DAVID EISENSTADT

A prominent German Holocaust denier is
escaping arrest by hiding in Brazil

Feb. 9, 2022 (JTA) – A far-right German extremist who has been con-
victed of denying the Holocaust is taking shelter in Brazil. 

Nikolai Nerling, 41, told Brazilian news site Globo that he fears he will
be arrested if he returns to Germany. 

The Berlin public prosecutor’s office declined to say whether Interpol
was notified of his presence in Brazil or whether an extradition request
would be filed.

Nerling was fired in May, 2018 from a Berlin elementary school where
he taught from 2009 to 2018 after a report in a local newspaper showed that
he was disseminating neo-Nazi content. 

In December, he was fined 6,000 euros for denying the existence of the
Holocaust in front of a group of students visiting the Dachau concentration
camp. 

He arrived in Brazil on a tourist visa in November 2021 and has spent the
last few months touring cities in southern Brazil and creating more content
for his channels, often denying the Holocaust. In one video recorded in
Pomerode, in the Santa Catarina region, Nerling can be seen removing
“FCK NAXS” from a graffitied wall together with another man. 

Because YouTube has blocked his channel several times, the majority of
his videos are published on his Telegram channel where he has over 30,000
subscribers. He funds his work with donations from his followers.

Michel Gherman, an advisor to the Instituto Brasil-Israel (IBI) and pro-
fessor in the sociology department at the Federal University of Rio de
Janeiro, suspects that Nerling chose the south of Brazil, specifically Santa
Catarina, because of the area’s history of having a large German immigrant
population.

“We think it makes sense from his racist and Nazi perspective to have
searched for a population of German origins,” Gherman told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency.

Nerling considered heading to Paraguay next, following the lead of the
over 1,000 Germans who have moved to the South American country in the
last year to avoid Germany’s strict COVID-19 rules. However, Paraguay
updated their entry requirements on Jan. 10, 2022, now requiring vaccina-
tion from foreign travelers not residing in the country. Nerling, who is
unvaccinated, is afraid he won’t be able to get in. 

For now, he has decided to wait and see how things develop in Brazil,
though his tourist visa expires after 90 days. Little is known about what, if
any, course of action the government will take regarding Nerling’s pres-
ence.

Gherman said that Jewish groups have been raising the alarm about close
ties between Brazilian neo-Nazi groups and the government of President
Jair Bolsonaro. Last year, he extended a warm welcome to a lawmaker
from Germany’s far-right AfD party who is the great-granddaughter of a
prominent Nazi. One of his advisers made a sign associated with white
supremacy during a legislative session.

“We think there should be a stronger pressure, a condemning, from past
victims of Nazism, in relation to the ties between the current administra-
tion with nazis,” said Gherman. 

Brazil has an infamous past as a haven for Nazis looking to hide from
persecution after World War II.

Also this week, the presenter of a popular podcast said he was in favor of
a legally recognized Nazi party in Brazil.

OSCAR BRAND
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“A Queen to the Rescue” tells the story of Henrietta Szold

There has
b e e n
r e n e w e d

interest recently
in the life of
Henrietta Szold,
whose name is
not as well known
as it should be

given that she saved 11,000 children from
perishing in the Holocaust and improved the
lives of millions of people.

The near simultaneous publication of two
books based on her life — a biography by
Dvora Hacohen, recently translated from
Hebrew, “To Repair a Broken World: The
Life of Henrietta Szold, Founder of
Hadassah,” and an illustrated children’s
book by Nancy Churnin, “A Queen to the Rescue: The Story of Henrietta
Szold, Founder of Hadassah” — finally shines a light on this extraordinary
woman who persevered through personal heartbreak while living through
difficult times to do work she saw as needing to be done.

Both book titles carry the name of the organization she founded,
Hadassah, as how it is known in the United States. (In Canada, it is called,
Canadian Hadassah-WIZO.) Remarkably, she founded two other organiza-
tions prior to founding what would become the largest Jewish women’s
Zionist organization in the world. As a young woman living in her native
Baltimore, when she saw new immigrants treated poorly on account of
their poverty and lack of English skills, Henrietta founded a night school
where they could study English and vocational skills to enable them to find
better employment. When she saw that not enough Jewish books were
being published, she became the founding editor of The Jewish Publication
Society, today considered the preeminent publisher of Jewish books in
English, overseeing the publication of books, writing articles, translating
works, while carrying the title of “secretary,” at a time when women could
not hold jobs. 

These contributions would have been enough for most people, but
Henrietta persisted. What launched this most productive phase was per-
sonal heartbreak. After learning that a young Talmudic scholar, Rabbi
Louis Ginzberg, for whom she secretly carried a torch, was going to marry
another, much younger, woman by the name of Adele Katzenstein,
Henrietta fell into a deep depression. She rose up from the ashes of her
unrequited love like a phoenix and set sail for pre-state Israel where she
went on to achieve her greatest work, through Hadassah.

So how do you tell such a difficult and complicated life story to children?

Educated at Harvard and Columbia University, Bronx-born Nancy
Churnin worked for years as a journalist, and finally, after receiving numer-
ous rejections from publishers for an earlier children’s book manuscript,
decided to hone her skills as a children’s book writer at a writing program
sponsored by PJ Library. It was here, Churnin, being a lifetime member of
Hadassah, discovered there had not been a picture book written about
Henrietta Szold. She quickly realized why, “There was simply too much to
say about her.” With further research, Churnin found “the kid friendly ele-
ment” when she seized on Henrietta’s love of the Purim story. She explains,
“Hadassah was the Hebrew name for Queen Esther, Hadassah was found-
ed on Purim and kids love to celebrate Purim.”

What has resulted is a smart picture book for children that teaches histo-
ry, hard work and not giving up to despair while living through dark times.
It is a story for our time. The beauty of the book is that it is the antithesis
of a fairy tale or a sugary sweet Disney story that gives children cerebral
cavities and distorts their thinking with illusions. “A Queen to the Rescue”
is honest, yet manages to broach difficult subjects in a sensitive, engaging
manner helping to teach empathy and spark intelligent conversations.

Yevgenia Nayberg, who illustrated the book, deserves special praise for
her beautiful drawings that have turned this work into objet d’art for little
hands.

In January, the Jewish Book Council announced the 2021 National
Jewish Book Awards, which included Haco hen’s “To Repair a Broken
World” (Har vard Uni ver si ty Press) receiving the Book of the Year and the
Biog ra phy Awards and the prolific Churnin received the Children’s Pic ture
Book Award, yet for another work, “Dear Mr. Dick ens” (Albert Whit man
& Co).

Churnin, who makes her home in Plano, Texas, concludes, “Henrietta

lived through the Civil War, World War I,
she didn’t even live to see the end of World
War II, but she never gave up. This sends a
message to kids. It’s actually comforting
because it’s saying there are amazing peo-
ple who lived through dark times, maybe
even darker than ours. They kept the light
burning. They managed to do good things.
They managed to move the moral arch of
the universe towards justice. You can do
that too. They didn’t do that with wealth.
They didn’t do that with power. They
showed that we can all do it.”

“A Queen to the Rescue: The Story of
Henrietta Szold, Founder of Hadassah”
by Nancy Churnin
Illustrated by Yevgenia Nayberg
Creston Books, Berkeley, California
$24.99

Nancy Churnin will be reading “A Queen to the Rescue” to children in
time for Purim on Sunday, March 13, 2022 at 11:30 am CT over Zoom.
Children are asked to wear a Purim costume. Tickets can be purchased at
www.chw.ca.  

Irena Karshenbaum writes in Calgary. irenakarshenbaum.com 

Book review

By

IRENA
KARSHENBAUM

Six of Hearts -  a short story

By AVRA LOVE 
You couldn’t tell at first glance, but Jana Lane had six hearts. In fact, short
of an x-ray, they were virtually undetectable. 

One heart was for her family. It fueled customized birthday cakes, cud-
dles and comfort, last minute lunchboxes, infinite patience in the middle of
the night, enough strength to support and guide and love unconditionally.
It allowed her to answer “why” and to say “no” and to convey “I hear you.”
There was heart enough here to be just firm enough with expectations,
without showing disappointment or loss of faith. 

Another heart was for her friends. Jana made time and made effort. She
invited, included, listened sympathetically and doled out wise advice when
asked. Reliable and punctual, considerate and compassionate, Jana never
judged, never rushed, never complained. 

A third heart was devoted to the sick and elderly. It recognized the hope-
lessness and helplessness, the frustration and the fear, that such people
were often prone to. This heart gave Jana the power to forgive memory
lapses, absent filters, anger, and apathy. She could care for the bitter, with-
stand negativity and see the best intentions and essence of these struggling
people. 

Next came a heart that beat for lost children and stray animals. There was
acceptance and love in plenty for those who were alone in the world. There
was always room in house, warmth at her hearth, food and space, and
understanding.  

Heart number five was for strangers. Sympathy and charity, good works
and kindness to all those she met. Jana was gratified when she could vol-
unteer or help with fundraising, bake sales, library advisory boards.
Cashiers, bankers, the poor all remembered her alike as being indiscrimi-
nately well-mannered and respectful. 

A final, sixth heart, held a love of life.  It was full of passion for reading,
gardening, organizing, crafts. There were movies and rainstorms and walks
by the lake that brought Jana simple joy. Spirituality and meditation
brought peace and equanimity. This heart knew about satisfaction, chal-
lenge and accomplishment, beauty and appreciation. Jana aimed high,
accepted limitations, indulged, was kind to herself, persevered. 

No doctor could explain the impossibility of a woman having six hearts.
Such a thing was an anomaly in an ambivalent world where some people
had no heart at all. 

Yet Jana’s hearts overflowed. Harmonically, they beat with a steady
rhythm.  You could almost hear the warm susurration, if only you paid
close attention – which few are able to do. 

Love, an abstract, but manifest in so many quotidian actions. 
You might not notice those six hearts pulsing in Jana Lane’s chest; you

might not believe at first that there’s anything special inside; you might
question why a person would need so many hearts; but their effects cannot
be denied.  

Perhaps the strangest mystery of all concerning Jana Lane is that all
around her, other people’s hearts expand. 

New picture book written by
National Jewish Book Awards
winner Nancy Churnin

HENRIETTA SZOLD
founder of Hadassah
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The 1970 girls: the terrific ten

Ihave always
thought I was

privileged to have
grown up when and
where I did, but I
have learned that
my children’s gen-
eration has also
been imbued with
this same feeling. In
particular, I refer to
10 girls, now
women, all born in
1970, who are all
now just past 50,
and who share this
same sentiment.
Their story almost
makes one cry for a
time gone by. 

The ladies are:
Jill (Margolis)
Atnikov, Allison
(Hyman) Axelrod,
Davina ( Muchnik)
Golden, Michelle
Golfman, Jodi
Hyman, Lisa
(Golfman) Kroft,
Marni (Fingold)
Miller, Jackie
(Rosen) Nash, Lisa
( H a m b u r g )
Weidman, and
Samantha ( Zimberg) Adelman. 

These are names known to many readers of the Jewish Post & News and
beyond. They are women who have made a conscious effort to be connect-
ed ever since their earliest days together. There is what seems to be an
unshakeable bond between all of them and their feelings of “ closeness”
shine through and in all of them. 

The reality of this deep friendship is best summed up in something  Jill
Margolis Atnikov wrote. Even though the girls were never at the same
school together, “We have been friends for at least forty-nine years.”
Organizations like Kadima, BB Camp, BBYO cemented the ten girls
together in ways they could not have imagined. Whatever it was that tied
these women together, it worked. Jackie Rosen Nash says, “We were all in
close proximity to where we lived so we were able to be together. I could
walk to everyone’s house. I can picture everyone’s house as they were.”
That is a remarkable statement and I bet each of the group could describe
all of their respective homes to one another. 

Not all the women live in Winnipeg now. Out of the 10, there are five
remaining in Winnipeg, with Michelle Golfman in Toronto, Marni Fingold
Miller in San Diego, Jackie Rosen Nash and Lisa Hamburg Weidman in
Vancouver, and Davina Muchnik Golden in Chicago. Included in this group
are two sets of first cousins, as in Lisa Golfman Kroft and Michelle
Golfman; and Jodi Hyman and Allison Hyman Axelrod.  Between the 10 of
them, they have added 14 more Winnipeg descendants (of a kind - since
some of them are first Winnipeg removed). And, although they have gone
on separate paths, what links them still is their desire to stay connected. 

Davina Muchnik Golden works today as an educational assistant with
two teenage daughters. Jodi Hyman is a Nurse Educator at Cancer Care
Manitoba.  Jackie Rosen Nash is a personal shopper (I sure could use some-
one like that). Marni Fingold Miller, mother of two children - both over 20,
is an interior designer. Lisa Golfman, with two sons both over 20, is a small
business owner in Winnipeg. Jill Margolis Atnikov is a Pharmaceutical
Representative, a small business owner in Winnipeg and is mother to a 21-
year-old daughter. Allison Hyman Axelrod, mother of two sons - both close
to 20, also works in Winnipeg as a Senior Customer Success Manager in
the Human Resource and Wellbeing Industry (you have to love that title).
Michelle Golfman has another title I love, as she is a Director of

Philanthropy.
Lisa Hamburg
W e i d m a n
works as an
E d u c a t i o n
Intervent ion
Specialist (I
bet you never
heard that term
when you
were growing
up)  and she
has three kids -
two over 20
and one just
under 20.
Samantha Zim-
berg Adelman
lives in
Winnipeg and
works as an
E d u c a t i o n a l
Assistant with
two kids, also in
the 20-year-old
range. 

Based on the
ages of the chil-
dren of these
women, I sug-
gest there is a
further opportu-
nity to tie some
of them even
more tightly
together. Maybe
it has already
happened. 

One theme
that seemed to
emerge after
reading emails

from several women
was a really strong
feeling for the
Winnipeg Jets.  As
Lisa Golfman Kroft
put it, “We used to
stalk the hockey play-
ers from the Winnipeg
Jets.”That thought was echoed by her cousin Michelle, who wrote that “ no
matter where we are in the world the “ Winnipeg Jets” were and always will
be our “ home team.” I think the group better plan a session together soon
to help the Jets, who seem to be floundering right at this moment and need
all the help they can get. 

Lisa Hamburg Weidman reflected on the way the ten of them came
together. She says “There were so many facets of community that connect-
ed us and brought us together. We were never all in the same school at the
same time, but we were always connected. There were so many different
circumstances that always brought us together.” Golfman Kroft adds, “We
don’t see each other as often or speak to each other often but when we do,
it’s like no time has passed.” Samantha Zimberg Adelman commented that
“Sharing our love of music and concerts from when we were kids until
now” was a common thread. Hyman Axelrod put a different slant on it
when she wrote, “ I love how we have instilled in our kids the importance
of these friendships. My kids always report back to me when they bump
into one of the girls or their families. They know saying hello is important.”
What was crucial to Muchnik Golden was  “the time spent at the beach at
Gimli for us to be together.”  You would have thought that over the years,
ten women (men too) would have had many disputes and arguments which
might have affected their relationships, but Marni Fingold Miller’s take on
it is “We recognize how unique this friendship is. We know each other’s
shtick, but we continue to love each other.” I identified well with the com-
ments of Jodi Hyman who suggested “There is something to be said for
true friendship. We were bound together through growing up and partici-
pating in Jewish community youth programmes, to sharing many laughs as
well as tears as we move through life’s joy and losses. Although we may be
geographically spread out, we will always be united through our Winnipeg
routes and true friendship.” 

By

GERRY POSNER

1988 high school grad photo (the girls didn’t all go to
the same school) l-r: Jodi Hyman, Michelle Golfman,
Samantha Zimberg, Davina (Muchnik) Golden, Lisa
(Hamburg) Weidman, Lisa (Golfman) Kroft, Allison
(Hyman) Axelrod Missing:Jackie (Rosen) Nash, Jill
(Margolis) Atnikov, Marni (Fingold) Miller

Celebrating a birthday Covid Style April 2020
Top row l-r: Jackie (Rosen) Nash, Michelle Golfman,
Marni (Fingold) Miller, Jill (Margolis) Atnikov
Middle row l-r: Davina (Muchnik) Golden, Lisa
(Golfman) Kroft, Lisa (Hamburg) Weidman, Jodi
Hyman
Bottom row l-r: Samantha Zimberg, Allison (Hyman)
Axelrod
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from around the world. Most were smashed beyond
recognition. Insurance and moving companies, auc-
tion houses, art stores and galleries, personal collec-
tors and museums kept you buzzing with work. I soon
came to know exotic names like Lalique, Lladró,
Waterford, Swarovski, Hummel, Wedgwood and the
Royals—Doulton, Albert and Worcester.

Your workshop was like a private art gallery with
regularly rotating pieces. The shelves were packed
with everything from tapestries to paintings to pocket
watches to stuffed animals.  And so many crucifixes.
It struck me only when I was older how interesting it
was that my Jewish father restored probably hundreds
of crucifixes over the decades. 

I would occasionally scurry down to see what won-
drous new pieces had arrived. You would be sitting at
your workbench surrounded by walls teeming with
perfectly organized tools and tricks of the trade.
Though you delivered the work with your hands, I
knew it was your eyes, heart and intellect that mapped
the process.  

There was one category of pieces that had the greatest impact on me. Inuit soapstone
sculptures and whalebone carvings were a common sight in the workshop.  As I
matured, I found myself increasingly drawn to these works of art, which I felt gave me
powerful insight into the essence of the North.

The one-time customers resonated the most. Sometimes I would quickly peek from
the kitchen to the front door or catch pained whispers through my bedroom door. I
could hear the pleas for a stay of execution made to you as judge in the court of last
resort. There were the older women clutching treasured dolls of their childhood. Or the
frantic teens begging you to repair a piece damaged during a forbidden house party. Or
people, many of them immigrants, with the remains of broken family heirlooms. Many
of these items had little monetary worth. But they were priceless in their emotional
value, bonds to past loved ones, inviolable connections to family memories and their
legacy for future generations. Your wizardry perfectly restored all, often creating miss-
ing parts from thin air. I never tired of seeing the tears of joy of those customers. For
some, you plucked back their youth from old age.

Your career opened up my young mind to the world and taught me that people, not
things, are the real treasures: the only meaning of possessions is the one that we ascribe
to them.     

As for your continual questions to me about where a piece had been broken, I could
never tell.

You’re now 88 and have restored tens of thousands of items. While surgeons repair
broken bodies, you have operated a one-man hospital mending shattered souls, rein-
stating family links, returning lost dreams and restoring vanished memories.  

This story originally appeared in the December 2021 issue of Maclean’s Magzine.
Reprinted with permission. 

By JEFFREY MORRY

“Can you tell where it was broken?” This was a
common refrain from you throughout my

childhood. In 1970, when I was nine, you left your job
as a hospital administrator in Winnipeg with plans for
our family to relocate to Los Angeles. But the
Byzantine paperwork and looming bills for a family
of six made you realize that staying in Canada and
turning a hobby into a job made the most sense. Plus,
there was the concern about me and my brother pos-
sibly being drafted. So, with a specially built work-
shop in our basement, you embarked on what became
a 50-years-and-counting career in artwork restoration.

Though you inherited your talents from your artistic
Russian mother, who had a hobby repairing damaged
pieces for friends, you took it to a hallowed level. I
understood the degree of your skill by how often my
grandmother ordained you (in Yiddish) as having
goldene hent, golden hands.

You could not have picked a better time to start your
business. It was a period when collecting decorative
arts such as figurines, carvings, china, dolls and glass-
ware, many being antiques, was very popular. On a regular
basis, you would call me down to your workshop, present a
piece you had repaired, and ask if I could tell where it had been
broken.

My childhood and teenage years were filled with customers
appearing at our doorstep with a mesmerizing array of pieces
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Dear Dad...
Julius Morry says his son Jeffrey taught him that heirlooms are all about familial love.

JULIUS & JEFFREY MORRY
Photograph by Skye Spence

Now these lovely ladies have made the point of
meeting together at reunions in different locations
over the passing years. The accompanying photos
give a glimpse of the genuine joy of the women as

they met together  on several occasions. Sadly, the plans in 2020 for the big 50th birth-
day reunion were shelved due to Covid. What they did instead was to initiate birthday
Zoom calls as each woman hit the magic 50 and they did a catch up. 

It is not an easy thing to do, that is, to retain life-long friendships. Life sends one off
in different reactions and yet these women remain attached to this date. Was it the
Winnipeg weather, the close knit community, the lack of cell phones and internet
access, the fact that the parents knew each other? Who knows for sure? What is known
is  this: These women savour the memories. Not that long ago, at a reunion in
Scottsdale, Arizona, they played a game called the “Voting Game”. This game tries to
uncover the truth about your friendships. The players in the game vote anonymously
for the particular player who is described by a particular question. As Jill Margolis
Atnikov wrote, “ No doubt there were screams of laughter as we were taken back to
our childhoods. One question in particular brought out the laughter as in ‘Who had the
worst high school photo?’  On this question, there was unanimity though they never
told me who that was, nor did they send me the photo.” 

I think most of us would agree there is great merit in sharing  memories of what each
did for their childhood birthday parties, what they wore to  Sweet 16 parties, who their
first crush wa,s and on and on. What one forgets, another remembers. 

I get it. While you do not have to be from Winnipeg to feel this way, it is likely that
most of us who were privileged to have grown up at the time when we did and where
we did, have experienced in some small or larger way, these same feelings. I am doubt-
ful whether my grandchildren and the children of the group of ten will have these same
kinds of relationships and memories. But that is another story. 

1970 girls
(Continued from page 23.)


