
By BERNIE
BELLAN

The story
y o u ’ r e
about to

read started off in one direction – then, fol-
lowing a phone call I received Tuesday
evening, January 25, took a completely dif-
ferent – and frighteningly eerie direction.

My original story was going to be about a
new book that is about to be launched titled
“The End of Her”. The book’s author,
Wayne Hoffman, is someone who first
came to my attention, and subsequently the
attention of our readers, in 2015 when he
sent me a tantalizingly provocative email
whose subject was the long-ago murder of
his great-grandmother, Sarah Feinstein.

Mrs. Feinstein was only 26 years old at
the time of her murder and, although as
Wayne Hoffman notes in his book, there
have been many theories advanced as to
who could possibly have wanted to murder
such a young, innocent woman, the case
remains a total mystery.

(You can read my story about “The End of
Her” in its entirety on page 9 of this issue.)

Now, the story of how Wayne Hoffman
came to write his book is in of itself quite a fascinating one, but that
January 25 phone call really sent my head spinning.

The caller, as it turned out, was a woman with a relatively deep voice.
She began by saying that it had just been brought to her attention that there
is a Jewish newspaper in Winnipeg. Not only had she never heard of The
Jewish Post & News, she said, she wondered what any Jewish newspaper
would be all about? Would it be religious in content? she asked. When I
assured her that this paper is mostly secular in content she seemed more
interested in perhaps taking out a subscription.

We were enjoying a lengthy conversation when the caller sprung this one
on me – totally out of the blue: Her grandfather, whose name was Robert
Cohen, she told me, had been murdered in Winnipeg in 1928.

“Really?” I asked. “That’s an amazing coincidence,” I said. I explained
that I was going to be publishing a story about a new book whose subject

was also a long-ago murder of a Jewish
Winnipegger.

“I actually have a copy of his obituary,” the
caller continued. “But it’s in Yiddish – and I
can’t read it.”

She wondered in which newspaper it might
have appeared. I said that the main Yiddish lan-
guage circulation newspaper in Winnipeg at that
time was something called Der Yiddishe Vort. I
told the caller that I was going to try and see
whether there was anything I could find out
about her grandfather’s murder and that I would
get back to her.

The next day I contacted Stan Carbone, cura-
tor of the Jewish Heritage Centre, and asked
him whether he or Andrew Morrison, the
Centre’s archivist, could help me find the obit-
uary of Robert Cohen from 1928. 

Andrew was quick to respond, writing me that
when he did a search he was able to come up
with one reference to a Robert Cohen in a
February 27, 1928 edition of the Israelite Press
(which was called Der Yiddishe Vort in
Yiddish.)

Andrew sent me the link to the story, which I
was able to access on the Jewish Heritage

Centre website. What I found was a pdf  of the front page from that
February 1928 issue which had a story about someone named “Ruven
Cohen”, not Robert Cohen. (I can read Yiddish somewhat but my under-
standing is quite limited.)

But, it was a front page story in that pdf – not an obituary. I realized
immediately that the story was about Cohen’s murder.

Next, I contacted Rochelle Zucker, host of the Jewish Radio Hour, and
asked her whether she might be able to translate the story for me. Rochelle
obliged me that same evening.

Here is the shocking translation of that story , as provided by Rochelle
Zucker:

Feb. 17, 1928 Israelite Press
Young Jewish Man from Winnipeg Mysteriously Murdered
R. Cohen murdered in the area of Shell Lake Sask.
Shelbrook Sask, - From

the coroner’s
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Two murders of two Jewish Winnipeggers – one in 1913 and one in 1928
Could they have been eerily connected?

David & Sarah Feinstein 
Sarah was murdered in

her bed in 2013. 
No apparent motive ws
ever found...nothing was
taken from her home.

Ruven Cohen 
murdered in

Saskatchewan in 1928
Two accounts of his
death say that nothing
was taken from him
even though he was
carrying either $1200
or $1300 in cash.

(Continued on page 6. See “2 murders”)
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Community/Canadian news

New Jewish Federation of Winnipeg President has strong business, diplomatic background

You might say that com-
munity involvement is
part of Gustavo

Zentner’s DNA.
The new president of the

Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg – who originally
hails from the city of
Corrientes in northeastern
Argentina – notes that his

great-grandfather – among the earliest Jewish immi-
grants to the city, was one of the founding members of
the organized Jewish community and its cemetery - and
his mother was the first (and thus far still the only)
female to lead the community.

“My earliest memories are of my mother always
chairing meetings of the Federation,” he recalls.

Thus, it is no surprise that Zentner threw himself into
volunteering with the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
very soon after he arrived in our community – among the wave of Jews
from Argentina who immigrated here 20-25 years ago.

“I was delighted to come to Winnipeg,” the new Federation president
says.  “I found a warm and welcoming community and was happy to con-
tribute in any way I could.” Zentner adds, “This is a wonderful communi-
ty and I believe that everyone counts, every person has a story to tell and
something to contribute, let’s make sure everyone is part of the conversa-
tion”.

As a board member, Zentner has, over the past 15 years, chaired first the
Human Resources Committee – followed by the Community Planning,
Allocations Committee, and most recently served as  Treasurer, chairing
the Finance and Audit Committees. He has volunteered with many other
organizations; no doubt that experience will serve him well as he builds
bridges throughout the community.

In his business career Zentner is the president of InterPOC  (International
Point of Commerce), an international business consultant, and Honorary
Consul of Brazil in Manitoba. Zentner places a lot of emphasis on consul-
tation and planning. “As president, I have asked our board and staff to
focus on Hindsight, Oversight, and Foresight: This will help us reflect on
our past and values, oversee our community affairs and finances, and have
the ability to anticipate future community needs.” 

“As president, I am looking forward to taking a more global view root-
ed on Jewish values and leading through inclusion and diversity as ways of
building a closely integrated community. We continue to welcome new-
comers to the community from many more regions of the world,” he
observes. “We have to reach out to them as well as locally-born youth and
strengthen their ties to the community.  I also want to encourage more
younger members of the community who move elsewhere to complete their
education and to come back to Winnipeg to build their professions and

lives, raise their families here and contribute to the com-
munity.”

“The world is changing rapidly around us and must
evolve and change with the times – or we run the risk of
losing touch with what people care about most. As the rep-
resentative body of Winnipeg’s Jewish community, it is up
to us to initiate and lead that change with specific care for
seniors in our community and those in need of help, what-
ever that might be”.

Zentner adds that he recently met with Heather
Stefanson, our new Premier, to discuss key issues for our
local Jewish community. Not surprisingly, immigration
was part of the discussion. “We (Stefanson and the
Federation) are on the same page with immigration, we
want newcomers to integrate throughout our community
organization, to bring different cultures, and to add to the
professional and economic activities in the province.” he

reports. 
“I took the opportunity to share with the Premier the important work

needed to support seniors and those in need and to advocate for summer
camps and youth programs. We are also having discussions about the
increasing antisemitism in Canada and in Manitoba, and the need to pro-
vide security to our institutions.” 

He further spoke of the imperative to continue to reinforce engagement
with Israel – a process which the use of modern technology can enhance.
Zentner completed leadership training in Israel and visualizes the
Federation working more closely with Jewish business and cultural leaders
and philanthropists to promote social change through the prism of Jewish
values.  “Members of our Jewish community – and our Jewish organiza-
tions - play important roles in all aspects of society in Manitoba and Israel
be it business, health, the arts and philanthropy,” he observes.  

With his strong business background, Zentner emphasizes the importance
of re-examining governance procedures around the boards of the
Federation and its beneficiary agencies, with an eye on preparing for what-
ever the future may hold.

The new president expresses his appreciation for the support and advice
he has received from several of his predecessors, as well as Federation
staff.

“These last couple of years have been challenging and hard on many peo-
ple,” Zentner comments.  “I encourage everyone to be mindful of each
other.  At the Federation, we are working hard to ensure that we have a safe,
secure and engaged Jewish community.”

Gustavo is married to Fanny, a lawyer who is also from Argentina. The
couple have two daughters, Emma, 18, who, in February of last year,
became the first Winnipegger to be elected international president of the
BBYO (Bnai Brith Youth Organization) – and 13-year-old Abby, a Grey

By

MYRON LOVE

Swastikas displayed at Canadian ‘Freedom Convoy’ protests against vaccination mandates
Jan. 30, 2022 (JTA) — Swastikas and other

symbols of hate were on display at the
Canadian “Freedom Convoy” protests against
vaccination mandates in Ottawa on Saturday
that prompted Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
to flee to a secret location due to security con-
cerns.

The protests, which were organized by
Canadian truckers in response to a vaccina-
tion mandate placed on truckers returning to
Canada from the United States, attracted
thousands to Canada’s capital. A range of
groups compared vaccine mandates to fas-
cism and displayed Canadian flags, and
sometimes American flags, upside down.
Many signs contained profanity-filled mes-
sages for Trudeau.

Among the symbols displayed at the
protests were swastikas and, in at least one
instance, the Confederate flag.

A member of parliament from the
Conservative party, Michael Cooper, attended the protests to show his sup-
port. While he was being interviewed by the CBC Canadian news channel,
a protester with a Canadian flag covered in swastikas walked behind him.

Cooper later released a statement saying he did not know that the symbol

was behind him and that if he had, he would
have condemned it.

“He or she does not represent the thousands
of peaceful protesters who waved Canadian
flags and acted responsibly. I stand with them
and will continue to fight with them,” he
wrote in a statement posted to Twitter.

Journalists who reported on the protests
said they were subjected to hate speech and
violence themselves. One CBC reporter
recalled being called a “slave blooded traitor”
after asking for an interview with those orga-
nizing the protest.

Former U.S. President Donald Trump gave
the Canadian protesters a shoutout at a rally
in Texas on Saturday.

“We want those great Canadian truckers to
know that we are with them all the way,”
Trump said. “They are doing more to defend
American freedom than our leaders by far.”

Bruce Heyman, who served as the U.S.
Ambassador to Canada from 2014 to 2017, condemned the displays of
swastikas and other symbols of hate.

“Both the use of the swastika and the confederate flag are symbols of
extreme hate. So very sad to see these symbols anywhere and especially in
Canada,” he wrote in a tweet.

Swastikas were part of some of the imagery on dis-
play in Ottaw over the weekend as the “Freedom
Convoy” rolled into town. 

GUSTAVO ZENTNER



Idon’t know how many readers love a good,
real-life mystery as much as I do, but working
on this particular issue the past week was

something that was especially enjoyable for me.
I had been ready to write a review of a new

book titled “The End of Her” for quite some
time, but I was asked by the publicist for that
book to hold off until just before the book was
about to be launched. Since I had been following

the story of author Wayne Hoffman’s search for some sort of plausible
explanation for why his great-grandmother, Sarah Feinstein, was shot
through the head in her Flora Avenue home while she was sleeping one
summer night in 2013 – with her baby at her breast no less, I had been wait-
ing anxiously to report the results of Wayne’s investigation.

But, as I explain in my story on page one, the amazing coincidence of
being told about another murder of another Jewish Winnipegger some 15
years after Mrs. Feinstein’s murder was just too tantalizing an opportunity
to explore some fascinating similarities between the two murders. You can
read what I discovered in my story beginning on page one.

Where this all leads, moreover, is to my continued fascination with
Jewish rogues and criminals. I’ve always had an interest in that subject,
particularly because growing up a rather sheltered life in West Kildonan,
and having attended Talmud Torah, it was drummed into my head that Jews
were all honest, hard working people. It was only as I got older that I start-
ed to hear stories of Jewish crooks and gangsters – the most famous of
whom, I suppose, was Myer Lansky.

I well remember the story we were told more than once at Talmud Torah
about the famous quote from former Israeli Prime Minister David Ben
Gurion that “when Israel has prostitutes and thieves we’ll be a state just
like any other.” 

Well, I’ve since been disabused of any notion I may have had that Jews
were somehow different from any other group in not having our own quite
large share of notorious criminals. For instance when, a few years ago, I
read that Murder Incorporated was a group of Jewish gangsters who would
do the bidding of other gangsters and murder just about anyone, although I
was somewhat shocked at that revelation, for me it was just one more piece
that fit into a very large tapestry of Jewish rogues about which I’d been
reading and hearing for quite some time.

So, to think that two long-ago murders of Jewish Winnipeggers may have
had something to do with Jews being involved in unsavory activities, most
probably bootlegging, and with those murders being meant to serve as
“messages”, certainly fits into the pattern of some Jews having been deeply
involved in criminal activities very early on upon their arrival in Winnipeg.

Of course, it’s all conjecture on my part, but since we live in an age when
conspiracy theories are rampant, I thought: Why not create my own con-
spiracy theory about two long-ago murders?

Turning to a completely different subject: Over the years I’ve been ques-
tioning the need for the Simkin Centre to remain fully kosher. In pursuit of
answers to that question I’ve also been attempting to ascertain just how
many of the Simkin’s residents are even Jewish. To say that getting an
answer to that question over the years has not been easy would be an under-

statement. My most recent
attempt to obtain an answer
was met with this response
from Simkin CEO Laurie
Cerqueti: “The number of
Non-Jewish Residents is an
ongoing fluctuating number
that depends on who passes
away and who is on our wait-
list at any given time.”

Would it have been so dif-
ficult to give a specific num-
ber, Laurie? Compare that
answer to the answer I
received from a spokesper-
son for the Louis Brier Home
in Vancouver by the name of
Rebecca Webb.  Louis Brier
is also a  Jewish personal
care home, which can house
214 resident, as compared
with the Simkin’s capacity of
200 residents: “We are cur-
rently at around 40% Jewish
and 60% other faiths.”

There, that wasn’t so diffi-
cult. So why is it so difficult
to get an answer about
Simkin – unless Laurie

Cerqueti is worried that divulging the figures might come as a shock to
Jewish Winnipeggers. I have been told anecdotally that the number of non-
Jewish residents at Simkin has grown by a huge number – which isn’t at all
surprising to me. It simply confirms what I’ve been writing about the
demographic situation of our community for years, which is that there are
far fewer Jews in Winnipeg than is the common conception. 

Also, with the advent of so many more retirement homes that are serving
as viable alternatives to personal care homes in that they offer a full
panoply of services that allow individuals well into their senior years to
remain in comfortable surroundings with a full range of supports, it is no
wonder that many Jewish seniors are able to choose options for retirement
living that would have been largely unavailable even just 30 years ago.

Further, one of my motivations in wanting to know just how many resi-
dents at Simkin are non-Jewish is that I am continuing to wonder why
Simkin must remain a fully kosher facility. I was recently sent a link to a
very interesting article in Tablet magazine titled “Jewish Senior Residences
Shift Away from Kosher Food” (https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/com-
munity/articles/senior-residences-shift-away-from-kosher-food). 

Again though, I realize that maintaining the pretense that keeping kosher
is of absolute fundamental importance to retaining Simkin’s Jewish identi-
ty is a sacred cow for many in this community. If you happen to read the
article in Tablet though, you may come to the realization that the vast
majority of Jewish seniors in seniors’ homes could care less about keeping
kosher. What they want is a variety of good-tasting food and, if that means
having to eat non-kosher food, then even individuals who may have grown
up eating nothing but kosher food generally opt for the alternative.

My suggestion is that for those residents of Simkin who still prefer
kosher food that their meals be brought in for them from an outside source,
such as the Gwen Secter Centre or perhaps the Jewish Learning Centre. For
the rest, do what they’ve been doing in the US, which is switch to non-
kosher food. Of course, without knowing just how many residents of
Simkin are even Jewish any more, it’s impossible to know whether this is
a real issue.

Also, I would hardly expect anyone within Simkin’s administration or its
board to advocate going non-kosher. Can you imagine the hostility they’d
be met with from the very small minority of Jewish Winnipeggers who
would insist that keeping kosher is absolutely fundamental to Simkin? One
question for those folks: So what about the Rady JCC sports dinner? For
years we were told it was unthinkable that the dinner wouldn’t be kosher.
Then, one year when it was finally decided that the dinner would be non-
kosher, there was nary a peep of criticism heard.

Still, I’m well aware that, just as it is with so many other aspects of our
community, holding on to old shibboleths is something that isn’t easy to get
away from. So, it’s up to a s_t disturber like me to ask the unthinkable ques-
tions.

One final observation this week: I’ve been reading Myron Love’s con-
tinued series of opinion pieces in which he’s been extolling the Arab
world’s new found love for Israel. I’ve been wondering just how deep those
ties really run, but it was when I read a very lengthy piece in the NY Times
recently about one of the prime reasons for the rapid rapprochement
between many of Israel’s former enemies and the Jewish state, I was made
to realize that, while it may have something to do with forming alliances
between Sunni states and Israel against Iran, also for reasons of enhanced
trade and economic development opportunities, there is also one other very
important reason - to which Myron has never referred: Israel is the leading
producer of spyware that is very effective for any government wanting to
spy on its own citizens.

To that end, the Israeli company NSO, which is the producer of the noto-
rious “Pegasus” spyware program, has played a leading role in the ability
of countries such as Saudi Arabia to hack into the phones of just about any
of its citizens and to deencrypt anything that the owners of those phones
may have thought was thoroughly encrypted.

As well, it was Israel’s willingness to allow NSO to sell its software to
countries such as Panama and Mexico that also led to those countries
adopting much more favourable positions toward Israel in votes at the UN.

Yes, Israel is now much less of a pariah state than it might have been just
a few short years ago, but the outpouring of goodwill toward Israel is not
for altruistic reasons - and the fact that Israel is the leading purveyor of spy-
ware in the world has much to do with that fact.
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Editorial/comment

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN

Correction
In our Jan. 19 issue we printed a letter from Tzipie Coodin Freedman in

which she wrote about her memories of the Pavlicher shul on Dufferin and
Aikins. One word in her letter got changed – much to Tzipie’s bemuse-
ment, when she wrote “My zaida Leib Coodin dahvened there a few times
a day…”. Because of the spellcheck utility in the program we use to lay out
the paper, the word “dahvened” was changed to “darkened” – without our
noticing the change. Thus, her zaida’s dahveing took on quite an ominous
tone when the sentence read “My zaida Leib Coodin ‘darkened’ there a few
times a day…” We didn’t mean to ascribe a vampire-like quality to Leib
Coodin.
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Comment

Acceptance of Israel growing 
in Arab world

By MYRON LOVE

Athis time of growing incidents of anti-Semitism and other darkening
clouds in the Western world, it is nice to be able to report that there
seems to be growing appreciation for Israel within the Arab and

Muslim world. 
One straw in the wind – to use a very old expression – is a report in the

January 10th edition of The Times of Israel that the number of visitors to
the National Library of Israel’s  Arabic-language  website more than dou-
bled last year, driven by a growing collection of digitized materials and an
aggressive outreach campaign to the Arab world.

According to the report, “some 650,000 users from across the Arab world
visited the Arabic and English websites. The most popular locales across
the region were the Palestinian Authority, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and
Algeria – with a majority of users between the ages of 25 and 44.”

The Times of Israel report noted that “alongside its world-leading collec-
tions of Judaica and Israeliana, its Islam and Middle East Collection is one
of the region’s leading collections of its kind. The collection contains thou-
sands of manuscripts and rare books in Arabic, Persian and Turkish dating
from the ninth to the 20th centuries, and serves as a leading research col-
lection for scholars studying a wide range of topics related to Islamic and
Middle Eastern cultures.

“Many of these treasures are now going online.”
As well, the library has launched an Arabic Facebook page, an online

publication, and a range of educational and general interest resources in
Arabic. Last year, the National Archives of the United Arab Emirates and
the NLI signed a memorandum of understanding amid increased interest in
regional collaboration in the wake of the Abraham Accords.

The UAE also seems to be playing a key role in what looks like a grow-
ing rapprochement between Israel and Turkey – a country which, for years,
enjoyed a warm relationship with Israel, but which had soured due to hos-
tility from its current Islamist president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Beset by growing financial problems and facing isolation in a region
where fellow Sunni Muslim countries are establishing closer ties with
Israel, Erdogan – with the promise of economic incentives from the UAE
– is seeking closer relations with Israel – which would include an upcom-
ing state visit by the Jewish state’s president, Isaac Herzog. 

The last of these encouraging news stories is a poll taken by a Palestinian
media outlet, the “Shfa news outlet,” in Jerusalem.  According to Hugh
Fitzgerald, writing in the December 22nd edition of the online publication,
Front Page Magazine, the poll reported that 93% of polled Arab residents
of Jerusalem prefer Israeli rule to that of the Palestinian Authority.

As Fitzgerald pointed out, while Arab residents of Jerusalem are, for the
most part, not Israeli citizens (although they can request citizenship if they
want), those who are not citizens carry a special ID card allowing them
freedom of movement within Israel proper and most do not want to give up
their Israeli ID cards.

Of the 1,200 Jerusalem Arabs (none of whom are Israeli citizens) who
responded, 1,116 of the respondents said they prefer that Israel  continue to
rule Jerusalem.  And, of the 84 who said they preferred the Palestinian
Authority, 79 would not give up their current identity card.

Those who were polled also overwhelmingly are opposed to Jerusalem
being divided - or any part of the city being handed over to the Palestinian
Authority.

“They (the Jerusalem Arabs) know that Israel is not an ‘apartheid’ state,”
Fitzgerald wrote. “They know that Jerusalem is not an ‘apartheid’ city.
They know that Arabs serve in the Knesset, sit on the Supreme Court, are
sent abroad as Israeli ambassadors. They know that the chairman of Israel’s
largest bank, Bank Leumi, is an Arab. They know that Jews and Arabs in
Israel work in the same offices and factories, are doctors and nurses in the
same hospitals, treating both Arab and Jewish patients. They know that
Jews and Arabs play on the same sports teams, and in the same orchestras.
They know that Jews and Arabs start businesses together – everything from
restaurants to high-tech start-ups.”

Fitzgerald further cites an opinion piece by Palestinian human rights
activist Bassam Eid in the December 22nd issue of The Times of Israel, in
which Eid describes Israel  as “the best place to be an Arab”.

Despite being the world’s only Jewish state, Eid noted that “Israel is a
welcoming, diverse country that boasts a free and thriving Arab communi-
ty.  Israel’s Arabs live and work side-by-side with Jews, Christians,
Armenians, and all others who call Israel their homes. As they do in other
western democracies, Arabs can vote in elections, own businesses, work,
speak, and worship freely, wherever in Israel they call home.

“When Israel was founded, “ he observed, “it was created to be a place,
not just for the Jewish people, but for all who sought to make the Holy
Land a better place and to raise families in peace. Arabs have always been
a welcome part of this equation. I look forward to watching Israel evolve
into a place where the children of Isaac and Ishmael work and live peace-
fully. This evolution marks a rare point of light, illuminating a world in
need of it.”

LETTERS

Further to the Pavlicher shul
Hi Bernie,

I hope that you are strong and healthy.
With regards to the questions by Tzipie Coodin Freedman on the

Pavlicher Shul, the town in Ukraine 123 km away from Kiev is formally
called Povoloch. When the synagogue closed, the useable siddurim and
torahs were sent to the Shaarey Zedek, and those unusable ones were
buried in the Shaarey Zedek Cemetary.

I’m proud to be a Povolocher, and was fortunate enough to have the
honor of restoring and rededicating the Jewish cemetery there. 

On September 5, 1941 the remaining 1500 Jewish inhabitants were all
killed by the Nazi Einsatzgruppen. Today there are no Jews In Povoloch
and the largest communities of descendants are in Winnipeg and Chicago.

Nathan Jacobson

Some Thoughts re Ed Lazar

Hi Bernie
I have some memories and thoughts related to Ed Lazar, who recently

passed, and I would like to share them.
I first met Ed on the few occasions when I stopped in at Variety Fruit. The

store was on Main Street, near Burrows Avenue.  This was many, many
years ago.

A bright eyed, smiling or beaming Ed Lazar was the proprietor.
Decades later, when he had moved to another location, on Main Street

near Smithfield Avenue, he, along with his partner Zen Daiter, were locat-
ed less than 2 blocks from my residence on McAdam Ave; and now my vis-
its were more numerous.

When I attended the store and when we were alone, usually in the
evenings, I found Ed quite talkative.

During our conversations, he had his usual smile on his face, accompa-
nied with his very good humour.

He was always on the cutting edge of whatever topic we discussed.
While he polished the apples, sorted bananas, stacked vegetables or just

put things in order, he would, in a very positive way, impress me with his
depth of knowledge, and his ability to express himself clearly, accurately,
precisely, correctly and in a manner that I would expect from a profession-
al news announcer.

No matter what the topic was he seemed to be at the forefront of the
materials, with facts galore in his head.  Very much like an engineer or a
lawyer, he would not only have the factual background, but also related and
contributing information to support his views.

Whether we were discussing politics (Local, National or International),
sports, celebrities, politicians, hobbies, vehicles, gadgets, weather, current
events, the stock market, home repairs, etc, etc, he knew it all!

I was always amazed and very impressed with what he had to say, and
the logistics with which he delivered the information; slowly, clearly, and
in such a manner that would assuredly let me understand his organized and
informational replies.

He was a very ‘Special’ person and no doubt an irreplaceable joy to his
family and friends

He will be missed !
Alec Gillman

Giving kids vaccines is akin to “child sacrifice”
Hi Bernie,

You remember, I am the father who pulled his 13-year-old daughter out
of public school, because of the recent mandates imposed on public
schools. We considered sending her to Gray Academy, until we learned that
they required all their little kids to take the experimental vaccine.

Orthodox Rabbi Dr. Vladimir Ze’ev Zelenko says that this is “child sac-
rifice” and we think he may be right. Recently in the fully vaxxed Simkin
Centre, 20 residents and 31 staff members tested positive for Covid.  So, it
seems that this experimental vaccine is not working very well.

I suspect you may agree, because in your recent editorial, you were won-
dering how many parents will simply decide “...to keep their kids out of
(Gray Academy) school rather than face the inevitable certainty that their
kids will not only get Covid themselves, they’ll bring it into their house-
holds and infect everyone else...”  

I share your concern, and I can see why there is an increasing lack of
faith in the experimental vaccine. Our daughter Shoshana thinks that most
people have been played.  She asks, how many boosters do you think it will
take to stop this virus? Are we all willing to look like pin cushions, and
wear a face muzzle for the rest of our lives? I think our daughter is right.

Sincerely,
Doug Stern
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Unsolved mysteries
inquest of the mysterious death of Ruven
Cohen, a cattle merchant from Winnipeg it
was found that the $1190 that he had with
him when he was leaving the area

remained in his pocket.  Therefore, the motive for the murder could not
have been robbery.  The tragic death of R. Cohen, a young man from
Winnipeg, made a deep impression here in the city.  His body is expected to
arrive tomorrow.  

According to the information that has been received to date, Mr. Cohen,
on his buying trip, had found merchandise in the area and had telegraphed
to Winnipeg for money.  He got the money and according to reports from
the town of Kenwood in that area, he deposited $2000 in the bank.
Monday, he took out $1200 and took it with him to pay the farmers for the
animals that he bought.  

He borrowed a horse from Alfred Schwartz, a Jewish farmer from the
area, and rode on horseback in the area.  Tuesday, the horse came back
home with Cohen’s dead body on it.  His hands and feet were tied to the
saddle.  

Mr. Schwartz and Harry Adelman, a merchant from Shell Lake, traveled
immediately to Shelbrook, 40 miles from there and notified the police who
immediately started an investigation.  

The deceased left behind a widow and 4 children.  

Wow! I thought – Mr. Cohen was murdered, but apparently he was not
robbed – even though he was carrying a huge amount of cash on his per-
son! And he was in Saskatchewan buying cattle! Sarah Feinstein’s hus-
band, David, was also a cattle buyer who was in Canora, Saskatchewan at
the time of her death. 

How similar though was Ruven Cohen’s murder to Sarah Feinstein’s I
asked myself. Here were two Jewish Winnipeggers, both murdered in the
early part of the 20th century, yet with no apparent motive for either one’s
murder. 

Yet, there was much more to the story, as I was to find out. The next day
I contacted the  woman who had called me Tuesday evening to tell her what
I had found out, including that her “grandfather” was murdered in
Saskatchewan, not Winnipeg. But then I was in for another surprise when
the woman with whom I was talking told me that she was 19 years old.

“Nineteen?” I said. “But you sound so much older.” After I got over how
young this woman was it dawned on me that something else didn’t make
sense.

Robert or Ruven Cohen – as he was referred to in the Israelite Press,
couldn’t have been her grandfather. She’s much too young to have had a
grandfather who was murdered as long ago as 1928. “He had to be your
great-grandfather,” I said to her.

“I guess,” she answered. “I hadn’t really thought about it much.” I told
her that I was so caught up in this story now that I was determined to try
and find out whether there was anything else that I could find out about Mr.
Cohen’s murder.

Subsequently, I renewed my subscription to something called newspa-
perarchives.com, which is a fabulous source for investigative reporters. I
had actually taken out a subscription to that service a year and a half ago
when I was pursuing the mystery of why someone named Myer Geller had
left $725,000 to the “Sharon Home” after he died – without offering any
explanation.

It was after searching newspaperarchives.com that I came across a story
that was every bit as tantalizing as that initial story from the Israelite Press.

Here is that story, from the February 15, 1928 issue of a newspaper called
the Shelbrook Chronicle:

R. Cohen of Winnipeg tied hand and foot to saddle
Horse returns home with dead body
Grim tragedy stalked through the little hamlet of Shell Lake on Tuesday

morning when the dead body of Robert Cohen, cattle buyer of Winnipeg,
was found tied to the saddle of the horse he was riding. The horse, which
Robert Cohen had borrowed from Perry Turrell on Sunday afternoon to go
to Kenwood, returned early Tuesday morning to the farmstead of his owner
dragging his dead body, and when Mr. Turrell found the body the hands
were securely and apparently expertly tied together and then tied to the
stirrup of the saddle. The feet were likewise securely tied and the body
apparently thrown over the saddle and the feet and hands tied to the same
stirrup by the same rope passed underneath the body of the horse. The con-
jecture is that when the horse was started off the saddle turned under the
horse and the body was then thrown under the horse and dragged. The
head was severely bruised and lacerated.

It is alleged that a sum of money was sent to Cohen through the bank at
Kenwood by his Winnipeg partner and the purpose of his trip to Kenwood
was to draw out some of the money for the purpose of buying cattle in the
country about Shell Lake.

He is alleged to have withdrawn $1300, distributed about $100 in
Kenwood and started for Shell Lake with about $1200. He borrowed the
horse - a rather spirited one from Perry Turrell on Sunday afternoon and
rather late in the afternoon left for Kenwood. Monday he spent in
Kenwood. When interviewed by long distance the pioneer cattle buyers of
Kenwood said that Robert Cohen was a stranger to them until his visit of
this week.

On Tuesday morning Turrell rose early, noticed that the yard about his

buildings was marked as if by an object dragged over it. On examination
he found blood stains and then noticed the horse in the yard riderless.

On going over to investigate in the half light of the early morning the
horse took fright and ran to the field dragging a dark object. Terrell
approach the frightened animal again and this time found that the heavy
object was the dead body of Robert Cohen who had on Sunday afternoon
borrowed his horse. Thinking life might not be extinct he cut the cinch of
the saddle and also the rope which bound the body to the saddle. He then
discovered that the man was dead and left the body where it was and imme-
diately sent alarm to several of his neighbours…

In the meantime Turrell and some of his neighbours followed the blood
trail out of the yard east on the roadway and across some vacant land for
a distance of a mile. An empty pocketbook was found on the snow in this
vacant land, presumably that of the dead man, for when the Constable and
coroner later examined Cohen there was no money on his person.

Cohen is a large man, apparently about 35 years of age. He has a wife
and family in Winnipeg, the wife at present in hospital in that city. His wife
has a sister and brother-in-law, residents of Shelbrook, the brother-in-law
a blacksmith also named Cohen

There are a number of theories as to how the man may have met his
death. The most commonly held is that his assailant, with the intent of rob-
bery, knocked the man insensible, took his money and then tied him to the
saddle.

Yet, there is one gaping hole in that Shelbrook Chronicle story. Why on
earth would a robber have gone to the trouble of tying Mr. Cohen’s body to
his horse after he murdered him? What possible motive could there have
been for such a savage and what must have been fairly time consuming task
if the motive were simply to rob the poor man? And, why were the two sto-
ries – the one in the Israelite Press and the other in the Shelbrook Chronicle
so contradictory? Never mind that the name of the person who gave Mr.
Cohen a horse was completely different in both stories, the question of
whether he was robbed or not is also180 degrees different in both stories.

It was when I came across one final story about Mr. Cohen’s murder,
however, in an April 7, 1930 issue of the Winnipeg Free Press that the rob-
bery motive seems to have been thoroughly disproven. Here is an excerpt
from that story:

Government offers $1000 reward for slayer of Cohen Winnipeg cattle
buyer

Cohen was a likeable man who paid good prices for his cattle and was
thought well of in the district where he met his death. Robbery apparently
was not the motive for his killing for his money was found in his pockets.
(Editor’s note: emphasis mine.) He had been killed before he was roped to
the saddle of a horse. A blow at the base of his skull was the cause of death.

So, there we have it. Despite the Shelbrook Chronicle’s claiming that Mr.
Cohen had been robbed of $1300, both the Israelite Press’s and the Free
Press’s story say the exact opposite: that no money was taken from him.
Whether or not he was robbed, the manner in which he was killed and tied
to his horse certainly would suggest that the motive for his murder was far
more insidious than simply robbing the poor man.

And, what does this have to do with the murder of Sarah Feinstein? Think
about it: Two murders of Jews – who both have strong ties to the cattle buy-
ing business.

This is where another story written by Wayne Hoffman enters into the
picture. In January 2019 we published a story by Wayne about his great-
grandfather David, which was titled “My Great-Grandfather, the Jewish
Cowboy”.

In that story Wayne goes into great detail about his great-grandfather’s
time spent in Canora, Saskatchewan, where he and his brothers had a thriv-
ing business, including before and after Sarah Feinstein’s murder. The story
is quite vivid in how it describes what an outstanding cowboy David
Feinstein was, but when you read the following two paragraphs from that
story, just stop to think how much more sense it now makes to think that
Sarah Feinstein’s murder was a hit – exacted by some very tough competi-
tors of David Feinstein:

“David’s stay in Canora coincided with Canadian, and later American,
Prohibition. According to a few of my cousins, some of the Feinstein broth-
ers–possibly including my great-grandfather–were probably involved in
bootlegging. There was more than just horses in those barns, one suggest-
ed; perhaps the family’s connection to organized crime had something to
do with the murder? It did explain one odd thing I’d found in my research:
While the brothers were dealing cattle in Saskatchewan, according to a
business directory, they were also officers of a short-lived company in
Winnipeg called Manitoba Vinegar Manufacturing.

“The notion that the brothers might have been involved in unsavory
endeavors was bolstered by other stories I learned, about how they were
serious gamblers, and tax cheats; two of my great-grandfather’s brothers
were later fined in what the Tribune called ‘Canada’s biggest tax evasion
case.’”

Could both Sarah Feinstein’s and Ruven Cohen’s murders have been part
of the same pattern of “sending a message”, which was all too common
among gangsters of that era?

You be the judge.

2 murders
(Continued from page 1.)
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Educator Dina Raihman set to open full-time private school next September - building upon her
success providing high level math and physics education before and after normal school hours
By BERNIE BELLAN

I
n our August 17, 2019 issue we featured an article by
Rebeca Kuropatwa about a program that had been in
place for several years, run by Dina Raihman.

Here’s part of what Rebeca wrote back then:
Since educator Dina Raihman, moved with her family

from Israel to Winnipeg in 2008, she has had an incredible
impact on many Winnipeggers.

Raihman has been a teacher for 17 years and has success-
fully crossed many barriers in her own life. As she adjusted
to her new life in Canada, Raihman found it increasingly
difficult to find work in Canadian schools, deemed
“overqualified” for entry level positions.

Searching far and wide from northern Manitoba to
Saskatchewan, Raihman realized that leaving her family
behind in Winnipeg was not something she could bear.

Keeping busy by taking on substitute teaching roles to
pay the bills, Raihman learned that there was a significant gap between the
level of math and sciences she taught in Israel and the level taught in
Winnipeg.

With this newfound knowledge, Raihman decided to develop a solution,
opening a private after school math program.

Becoming acclimatized to the Canadian curriculum, in both private and
public schools, Raihman began identifying key strengths she could provide
from both sectors into her classroom.

Raihman found a steady stream of mathematically-inclined kids who
were under-achieving, as they were not being sufficiently challenged.

“In 2014, I opened my private evening school,” said Raihman. “I have
my own program. I started with 17 kids and, this year, the program has
grown to over 250.”

Not a day goes by without calls from parents asking Raihman about her
school, wanting to register their children in her classes.

As her school grows larger and larger, Raihman recognized the need to
increase the space to accommodate the ever-growing demand. She decided
to offer classes in River Heights, St. Vital, and two locations in Transcona.

“Many people who have immigrated from the Ukraine and Russia live in
Transcona and want to have their kids in these classes,” said Raihman.

Fluent in Russian, Hebrew, and English, many of Raihman’s students at
her Mathematics and Physics Integral School are from Winnipeg’s Jewish
community/ former Russian Israelis, with a smaller portion of Russian,

Ukrainian, and other newcomers.
The school accepts all interested students, regard-

less of background or language.
The curriculum is based on the “Mofet” model, a

highly successful learning model in Israel
(http://www.reshetmofet.org/en/). Raihman is look-
ing ahead to next collect enough funds to open a full-
time private school that will be on par with the best
Ivy League schools in Canada.

Fast forward to 2022 and Dina Raihman now says
that her dream is about to become a reality:
Beginning in September 2022 Dina will be opening a
full-time private school for students in Grades 1-8, to
be titled “Integral Academy”.

According to Raihman the school will be opened
either in River Heights or in St. Vital, depending

upon where the most registrations come from.
The curriculum will be in full accordance with the Manitoba Department

of Education although, as Rebeca pointed out in her article, students will
also be taking advanced levels of math and sciences. When it comes to lan-
guages, students will be able to study French, Russian, and Hebrew, in
addition to English.

At the same time as Dina will be opening her new daytime “Integral
Academy” between the hours of 9 am and 3:45 pm, she will be continuing
to offer before and after classes for students coming from other schools in
different locations, as she has since 2014.

In anticipation of the keen interest that Dina expects this new school will
draw from parents wanting to give their children a very good math and sci-
ence orientation, Dina says she will be holding an open house for prospec-
tive parents sometime this month. At the current time, she says, a new web-
site is about to be launched, but anyone interested in finding out more
information about Integral Academy is asked to contact Dina Raihman her-
self at 204-230-9519 or email integralschool2014@gmail.com. We will
have more information about this new school once that information is
available.

One more thing: Dina asked me to note that she is looking both for pos-
sible investors in the new school or for individuals who might be interest-
ed in serving as sponsors.

Acclaimed Sundance film ‘Cha Cha Real Smooth’ explores love and awkwardness on the bar mitzvah circuit
Jan. 28, 2022 (JTA) — A new Jewish coming-of-

age movie begins with the hero, at age 12, getting
rejected by an older girl at a bar mitzvah.

Then the movie jumps to a decade later, as the
main character embarks on a career as a bar mitzvah
“party starter.”

It’s an unlikely vocation for a character who isn’t
Jewish, especially one created and played by some-
one who isn’t, either. 

But that’s the premise of “Cha Cha Real Smooth,”
one of the more highly regarded films that debuted
this week at the (virtual) Sundance Film Festival.
Directed by and starring the young filmmaker
Cooper Raiff, and acquired by Apple TV+ for a $15
million distribution deal, the film uses the bar mitz-
vah circuit as a backdrop for an aimless young man’s
maturation. Its title, a lyric from the ubiquitous DJ
Casper dance track “Cha Cha Slide,” will prompt a
Pavlovian response from anyone who’s attended any shindig overseen by
the likes of this film’s protagonist.

Raiff plays Andrew, a familiar type in coming-of-age cinema: He’s a
recent college graduate without much direction or ambition. One Saturday,
accompanying his younger brother (Evan Assante) to a bar mitzvah,
Andrew succeeds in getting the kids, including an autistic girl named Lola
(Vanessa Burghardt), to dance. 

Despite not being Jewish himself, Andrew is “swarmed by Jewish moth-
ers” and persuaded to start something of a business, as a “Jig Conductor”
at area bar and bat mitzvahs — a potentially lucrative hustle, as anyone
who’s ever had to plan a kosher preteen dance party to accompany their
child’s Torah reading knows all too well. He also gets close with Lola’s
mother, Domino (Dakota Johnson), and the entire process puts him on the
path toward adult responsibility. 

The movie’s bar mitzvah parties fall in line with most mainstream
Hollywood depictions of the occasion, where it appears that the entire class
at school, as well as their parents, are invited to each week’s festivities. 

We do see candle lighting and Hamotzi and Kiddush blessings, although
the music tends less toward “Hava Nagila” and more toward pop. When
Raiff’s character plays Megan Thee Stallion and Cardi B’s raunchy hit

“WAP,” it leads to the accusation, from one of the
mothers, that “you embarrassed Rabbi Steinberg.”

But there’s another, more subtle Jewish connec-
tion to the film’s music: Its score  was composed,
in part, by Este Haim, of the rock band Haim, and
whose sister Alana starred in “Licorice Pizza,”
another recent Jewish-themed coming-of-age
movie.

Like his character, Raiff, whose previous film
was the college-set 2020 indie hit “Shithouse,”
isn’t Jewish himself. In an interview with Variety,
Raiff noted he went to bar mitzvahs “every week-
end” as a kid. His film nevertheless captures many
aspects of the bar mitzvah party experience, from
sneaking off for first kisses, to kids being nervous
about being the first one to get up and dance. 

There are plenty of Jewish performers in the
cast, including Brad Garrett as Andrew’s stepfa-

ther, and Israeli actress Odeya Rush, best known from “Lady Bird” and the
Israeli drama series “Baalat HaChalomot,” playing a casual girlfriend. And
Leslie Mann, who plays Andrew’s mother, is married to prolific Jewish
director Judd Apatow, who has made several movies like this one about 20-
something man-children (sometimes played by Seth Rogen) taking belated
steps toward growing up. 

The film depicts a relatively secular culture in which seemingly every
family in town with a kid that age, whether Jewish or not, gathers together
each week at a bar or bat mitzvah. It’s a place where Jews feel comfortable
welcoming their gentile neighbors into the synagogue, while also trusting
a non-Jew to get the dancing started. Johnson’s character even says, at one
point, that she sometimes envies Judaism. 

Whether all this represents a heartwarming example of interfaith harmo-
ny, or a shameful watering down of the sacred coming-of-age ritual — with
the non-Jewish protagonist profiting from his cultural appropriation —
may very well emerge as a contentious debate once people start seeing the
movie. 

“Cha Cha Real Smooth” will arrive on Apple TV+, although there’s no
word on the timing of its release, or whether it will have a run in theaters
as well.

A still shot from “Cha Cha Real Smooth”,
starring Dakota Johnson. (PICTURESTART)

Educator Dina Raihman
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Gerry Posner

Joe Diner: a lifetime of experience

If you want to find a life that
has had a series of twists
and turns mixed in with  a

wide variety of experiences,
look no further than Joe Diner.
He has had a lifetime of what I
would call rich experiences in
many different places and set-

tings. 

It began simply enough as Joe was born in 1942 to Clara
(Brenner ) and Lou Diner, the middle child of three boys
(including the late Alex and Richard). Until Joe was near-
ly 12, he was raised in the north end of Winnipeg. In 1954
the family moved  to 621 Waterloo Street in River
Heights. 

Joe went to Kelvin High School and later obtained a BA
from Moorhead State in Minnesota. That might well have
led to the start of a different path for Joe as compared to most of us. Who
could have predicted what would follow? 

His first job upon graduating was with the Department of Education on
the Peguis Indian Reservation, where he was a teacher of an adult upgrad-
ing program. Before he could even blink,  he was promoted to assistant to
the supervisor. As part of his work he travelled to several reserves and, in
fact, had a two-month assignment administering a new course in Churchill,
Manitoba. 

Joe wrote a social orientation programme; however, in doing that he
ended up losing his job - at the behest of the then Minister of Education,
because Joe had dealt with the Federal Government without authority. 

Joe Diner was not afraid to speak up then or now. That firing prompted
him to connect with a former professor from Moorhead State.
Subsequently, that led to Joe’s going to New Orleans, where he had a teach-
ing assistantship in a Master’s program in government. 

While in New Orleans, Joe did what he has always done best: he made a
series of connections that proved to be fortuitous. One summer in
Louisiana he worked as a jockey’s agent for the renowned jockey, Esteban
Medina, followed by doing the same with the then leading apprentice jock-
ey, Harry Lee Patin, and others. How that came about surely is a story wait-
ing to be told in greater depth. 

Joe was even befriended by the famous breeder, trainer and horse owner,
C. Wade Navarre, and the leading quarterhorse jockey, Leroy Miller. Joe
had the opportunity through these contacts to take a champion horse by the
name of Tru Tru to New Mexico for high altitude training prior to compet-
ing in the most prestigious of all quarterhorse races, the All American
Futurity race, which had a purse of $ 1,000,000 - back when that was a lot
of money! It is certain that Joe did not pick up those horse skills on
Waterloo Street. 

Soon thereafter, Joe accepted an offer to work as an assistant to one John
W. Mecom, the king of deep sea oil well drilling. Mecom  happened to be
a very well known horse breeder and owner, as well as being the owner of
an  NFL football team, the New Orleans Saints. That job might have con-
tinued a long time but sadly, Joe was asked politely to leave the country, as
he was living there on an expired student visa. 

What might have seemed calamitous  in fact created yet another twist and
turn for Joe -  and ultimately led to his finding his true vocation. He reached
out to an old friend, Len Steingarten, who was the accountant for a promi-
nent realtor in Winnipeg, J.J.Gibbons and it was not long before Joe was
working for that firm. Joe’s friend, Michael Nozick, provided him with
substantial business at the beginning of his career and that business has
continued ever since for Joe. It’s allowed him, as Joe puts it, “to make it”
in the real estate business.

That training period with Gibbons ultimately led to his purchasing (with
some financial assistance) the former Aronovitch & Leipsic empire (a
rather remarkable accomplishment) and later, to his becoming a member of
the Canadian Commercial Real Estate Network. In fact, Joe suggested that
all independent associates give up individual names and  instead adopt the
national name of JJ Barnicke Ltd. Sure  enough, A & L became JJ Barnicke. 

Joe Diner became very friendly with JJ Barnicke himself and was so well
regarded within  that company that he received the JJ Barnicke Lifetime
Achievement Award. His success in real estate led to Joe’s acquiring such
major clients in Winnipeg as Michael Nozick (Fairweather Properties),
Monte Nathanson (United Equities-MPN Holdings), and Arni Thorsteinson
(Shelter Canadian Properties). 

As part of his work  in real estate, Joe also became a consultant for both
the Province of Manitoba and Government of Canada. One major assign-
ment that he was given was an invitation to present a marketing plan for the
redevelopment of the old CPR rail station. It was Joe’s idea to sell the sta-
tion to Aboriginal organizations, which would then own, occupy and man-
age the site for themselves. Joe also was able to arrange financing for the
project. Now that was an idea that was highly original for that time. 

As anyone who has been to the site would recognize, Joe’s concept suc-
ceeded beyond expectations. In addition, Joe has been a part of major real

estate shopping centre developments, including
Madison Square, the Brick Centre, Leon’s Centre,
and even the Eaton’s Warehouse Building, also the
Free Press downtown building. 

Perhaps one of Joe’s greatest coups was his work
on a voluntary basis as agent for the Winnipeg
Jewish Community when he engineered the acquisi-
tion of the present 13-acre Asper Campus site. He
also aided the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs and
Southeast Resource Development in several major
acquisitions. In short, over a span of 40 years, Joe
Diner was been a pivotal figure in the city of
Winnipeg. You probably just didn’t know it.   

However, Joe would consider his greatest project
one he undertook for himself and his wife, the for-
mer Sandi Kraut, whom he married in 1980. In 1989
he purchased a waterfront lot on Salt Spring Island,

BC, and some twelve years later, he finished the building of their home
there. As Joe puts is so well, that is where “they live and smile today.”  

Joe Diner has a been through a lot in his lifetime, but he would say much
of what he did was because of what he learned and absorbed at the feet of
his parents. Joe says that his mother Clara was up ever day at 7am, baking,
cooking and cleaning, in addition to being very active in Hadassah and
Meals On Wheels later on in her life. His father Lou, a former sargent
major in the Canadian army during WWII, a founding member of Rosh
Pina Synagogue, a councillor on the town council of Winnipeg Beach, a
past president of the Maple Leaf Curling Club, and a supporter of many
community causes, provided Joe with what might be called perspective in
life by his appreciation for “having lived to see stage coaches across the
west all the way to a man on the moon.”  Based on what Joe told me about
his life, I would say that he was a good student and learned his lessons well. 

By

GERRY POSNER

JOE DINER

Barnes & Noble removes ‘The Protocols of
the Elders of Zion’ from its site

Jan. 27, 2022 (JTA) – Following a
social media outcry, Barnes & Noble
has removed “The Protocols of the
Elders of Zion“ from its website. 

Twitter users began tweeting Jan.
25 about an online listing on the
booksellers’ site, which had been
offering the famously fabricated
antisemitic text for $24.95. The
retailer said in a statement to the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency that the
book was fed automatically to the
website from “standard industry
databases” and that the company
took “prompt action to remove” the
title.

Twitter users also objected to the
description of the book on the site,
which summarized at length the
book’s fictional description of a
Jewish plan for global domination
and suggested that its authenticity is
still an open question. The description justified its sale as “an interesting
book which deserves to be studied in the same way the ‘War of the Worlds’
radio broadcast duped many thousands…. We neither support nor deny its
message, we simply make it available for those who wish a copy.”

“Like what is even this synopsis?” responded Rachel Kaplan, a San
Diego-based writer, on Twitter. “We neither support nor deny it’s message
what??”

“Nothing like watching major corporations distributing long discredited
antisemitic forgeries for profit,” tweeted Jeremy Burton, executive director
of the Boston Jewish Community Relations Council.

In their statement to JTA, a representative for Barnes & Noble wrote that
the bookseller draws on industry databases and does the “utmost to dili-
gently monitor such submissions for violations of our content policy.”
According to the statement, the book was never stocked in their book-
stores. 

“We regret that it was listed inadvertently. As soon as we are made aware
of any such offending titles, we take prompt action to remove the offend-
ing titles in accordance with our policy, as we did with this title,” said the
representative.

While Barnes & Noble was the main focus of social media users’ out-
rage, other top online booksellers such as Walmart, Book Depository,
Thrift Books and Hudson Books were selling dozens of versions, the
Jerusalem Post reported Wednesday, Jan. 26.
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New book about sensational 1913 murder of young Winnipeg Jewish mother about to be released

By BERNIE BELLAN

In November 2016 we received a very interesting
email from someone by the name of Wayne
Hoffman. As it turned out, Wayne was the executive

editor of Tablet magazine, an online Jewish magazine,
from which we’ve run stories from time to time.

But the reason for Wayne’s email was quite fascinat-
ing. As he wrote back then, “My great-grandmother
Sarah Feinstein was murdered in her sleep in 1913 in the
North End of Winnipeg. It was a huge event at the time,
staying on the front page of the daily papers for weeks.
The funeral drew some three thousand people, and the
investigation dragged on for weeks before ending with-
out resolution. It was one of the most brutal crimes the
city had seen, drawing a record reward from the city and
provincial governments, to no avail.

“I’m attaching the front page of the Tribune from
August 1, 1913, the day of the murder, to give you an
idea of how big the story was. There were dozens more stories following
up.

“I’ve been researching the story of Sarah Feinstein (sometimes spelled
Fainstein) – my mother’s mother’s mother – for a few years. Allan Levine
met with me in 2013 on a visit to Winnipeg, as did Ava Block-Super. I also
went to visit her grave in Transcona…”

In March 2017 Wayne followed up that initial email with another one,
this time asking for help in finding relatives who might be in Winnipeg.
Here’s what he wrote then:

“I don’t know if I have distant relatives still living in Winnipeg – I think
I probably do, even though most of the more immediate family moved
away in the 1950s. But there may still be people connected to the family,
and my murdered great-grandmother in particular, who still live there…

“I’d love to find people who are related to Harry Fainstein, Louis
Fainstein, Morris Fainstein, Isadore Fainstein, Harry Dorfman, Louis
Gelmon, or Joe Gelmon; those were my great-grandfather David
Fainstein’s brothers and brothers-in-law back in the 1910s. I can figure out
if there’s a connection if someone isn’t sure. Mostly, I’m hoping to get
more information about the family – not just the murder of my great-grand-
mother, but how the whole family lived before and after that. Any infor-
mation would be much appreciated (and might, just might, help solve a
hundred year old murder!)”

As it was, Wayne did connect with three long-lost relatives upon his visit
to Winnipeg in the fall of 2017 (when I also had the chance to meet with
him in my own home):

“Beth Goldenberg, Linda Katz, and Lisa Fainstein — all my second
cousins, once removed.” (By coincidence, when Wayne mentioned that
after he was going to leave my house, he was going to be going to Beth
Goldenberg’s house for lunch, I told him he didn’t have far to go. “Beth
lives right behind us,” I
said.

Then, in February
2019, Wayne sent me a
story that also appeared
in “Tablet” magazine,
titled “My Great-
Grandfather, the Jewish
Cowboy”.

Here’s the introduc-
tion to that story:

“While I was doing
research for a book
about my great-grand-
mother’s murder, I dis-
covered stories I’d
never heard about my
great-grandfather–sto-
ries of gambling, wild
horses, organized
crime, and a forgotten
slice of Jewish life on
the Canadian prairies.”

Now, with all that as
preamble, I’m delight-
ed to report that Wayne
Hoffman did finish his
research into his great-
grandmother’s murder
in 2013, and he has
turned that story into a
fascinating book titled

“The End of Her”, which is just about to be released.
The title, “The End of Her”, however, has a double

meaning for, at the same time that Wayne was begin-
ning his long investigation into his great-grandmother’s
still unsolved murder, he was also dealing with his own
mother’s worsening dementia.

Since the story of Sarah Feinstein’s murder and his
own mother’s quite apparent slipping into dementia
were approximately 100 years apart, Wayne decided
that it would be appropriate to combine the two stories
into one.

What follows, therefore, in “The End of Her” is both
a murder mystery and an agonizingly personal account
of Wayne’s watching his once brilliant and vivacious
mother deteriorate into a shell of her former self. The
stories are intertwined and, while I’m sure Winnipeg
readers will have a particular interest in reading the
very detailed accounts of the murder and the follow-up

reporting in Winnipeg newspapers at the time, the description of Wayne’s
watching his mother’s deterioration is moving to the point where it is
impossible not to feel so totally saddened at the tragedy that has befallen
the two women in his family who are the central characters in the book.

Focusing on the Winnipeg aspect of the story, however, as any good
reporter would do, Wayne examined every last shred of reporting that he
was able to find about a story that absolutely gripped Winnipeg in the sum-
mer of 2013. By quoting from the actual newspaper accounts of the day,
Wayne is able to take the reader back to a time when newspapers compet-
ed with one another on a daily basis to try and get one more scoop – often
resorting to all sorts of chicanery to achieve that goal. In fact, as Wayne
shows, much of the reporting was horribly inaccurate, with a variety of
explanations constantly being put forward for Sarah Feinstein’s ultimately
inexplicable murder.

As someone for whom writing is his profession, thrusting himself into a
search for clues as to why his great-grandmother might have been mur-
dered offers Wayne the opportunity to demonstrate both his admirable
investigative abilities along with a mastery of the English language – as
one could see even in those brief excerpts of emails that Wayne sent to us
over five years ago.

In the days to come you’re going to be reading and hearing a lot more
about Wayne Hoffman and “The End of Her”, as the Free Press is also
going to be reviewing his book, plus providing an excerpt from it.

On February 20 at 1 pm, noted historian Allan Levine will be talking to
Wayne Hoffman about his new book in a program sponsored by the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada. See the adjoining notice for informa-
tion about that program.

author
WAYNE HOFFMAN
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Graphic artist Steven Rosenberg go-to guy for Winnipeg theatre and arts communities
By MYRON LOVE

While graphic designer Steven Rosenberg’s name
may be unfamiliar to most readers, his work is
not. Rosenberg is a partner in Doowah Design.

Every time you see a brochure, a poster or online art pro-
moting the Winnipeg Art Gallery, the Manitoba Theatre
for Young People, the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre and a host
of other arts bodies, you are most likely looking at
Doowah’s creations.  Over a career spanning more than 45
years, he has become the go-to guy for the graphic arts
needs of Winnipeg’s art and theatre community. Past work
has included the Manitoba Theatre Centre, the Royal
Winnipeg Ballet and Prairie Theatre Exchange.

Rosenberg notes that there is only one graphic designer
in Winnipeg who has been in the field longer than he has.
In 2000, he was named a Fellow of the Graphic Designers
of Canada (GDC) – one of  just two designated Fellows in
Manitoba – in recognition of his leadership role in the for-
mation of the Manitoba Chapter of the GDC  as well as in
the national GDC organization.

The citation noted that “the number of awards that he received  testify to
the professional respect he has earned from his peers. Drawing from his
experience of working with many non-profit and cultural institutions, he
has written the rule book on working with pro-bono clients: the info sheet
now included in our national binders. This is typical of Steven—he always
establishes a solid methodology—even for projects that don’t pay”.

Although there are a few fortunate people who know from an early age
what they “want to be” when they grow up, Rosenberg – like most of us –
found his calling by a somewhat roundabout process that led to his seizing
an opportunity. 

“When I was growing up, I was the kid in the class who was always
drawing things,” recalls the son of the late Morrie and Norma Rosenberg.
“I have found though that learning to write precis (short summaries) in high
school has turned out to be really useful in my work,” he notes.

When Rosenberg started university (at the University of Manitoba), it
made sense to him, he recalls, to enroll in Fine Arts.  But it was not what
he expected.  He realized that he was more interested in design.

After a year in Fine Arts, the future graphic designer switched to the reg-
ular Arts program.  After university, he took some time for the de riguer –
for recent university graduates of that era – tour of Europe.  When he got
back, he landed a job with a Federal Government-funded  Opportunities for
Youth program – working on a monthly titled Inland Magazine.

“I learned graphic design on the job during my two years working for the
magazine,” he says.

The next stage in his career was with Credo Group which, he explains,
was a community resource as well as creative development organization.

“We produced animation, live films - and print mate-
rials on the side,” he recalls.   “When Credo decided
to drop its print operations, I took on those clients.”

For ten years after he parted company with Credo,
he worked on his own. In 1989, he partnered with
Terry Gallagher in founding Doowah Design Inc.      

Early on, Rosenberg and Doowah Design’s services
were much in demand for the National Film Board
and Cinematheque.  “Over a period of 10 to 15 years,
we helped develop proposals for projects, created
fact sheets and became involved in marketing,” he
notes.  “We worked with filmmakers such as Norma
Bailey and Dave Barber (the guiding hand behind
Cinematheque and godfather of our community’s
filmmakers who passed away a few months ago).”

Over the years, he notes, Doowah Design’s client
base has grown.  “We focus mainly on the arts and
non-profit organizations,” Rosenberg points out.
Among the latter are Assiniboine Park and the Zoo

and Rossbrook House, an inner city drop-in centre for youth – founded in
1976 by the Sisters of Sion - which provides a safe space for children and
teens to congregate and learn.

“We also work with small publishers and musicians designing CDs, book
covers, posters  and occasionally promotion materials for concerts,” he
adds.

One of his more unusual contracts was working with a church to market
a columbarium (which is a repository for the ashes of cremated individu-
als).

One of Rosenberg’s highest profile assignments in recent years – in part-
nership with Terry Gallagher - was his central involvement in the develop-
ment of Quamajuq, the Winnipeg Art Gallery’s all-new, standalone Inuit art
gallery, home of the largest public collection of contemporary Inuit art in
the world.  “One of our challenges was developing strategies to help the
public understand what the gallery is about,” he says.  “That included edu-
cating people as to how to pronounce the name (KOW-ma-yourk).

“Generally, we work with clients with limited funds for promoting them-
selves,” Rosenberg points out.  “We work to understand our clients’ needs
and the messages they want to put out to the public and devise strategies to
deliver those messages as truthfully as possible.”

Doowah Design, Rosenberg notes, consists of himself and Gallagher and
designer and illustrator Prascilla Castro.  Now in his early 70s, Rosenberg
reports that his role in the company has changed in recent years.

“I am doing less actual design and more strategizing and research,” he
says.

In his free time, he notes, he and his wife Susan regularly exercise (at
home) and enjoy watching old movies, documentaries and British police
shows.

STEVEN ROSENBERG

‘And Just Like That,’ a beleaguered series makes fans even angrier with a Holocaust joke
Jan. 28, 2022 (JTA) — Longtime fans of “Sex

and the City” have been less than enamored with
“And Just Like That…,” the sequel series that has
been airing on HBO Max since late last year.
Common critiques include everything from the
absence of original cast member Kim Cattrall to
forced attempts at discussing modern social justice
mores.

Many fans added another complaint to their list on
Thursday: the inclusion of a bizarre and question-
ably-timed Holocaust-themed joke.

Spoilers ahead, for those who have yet to watch
the episode: Anthony (Mario Cantone), who recent-
ly split with his husband Stanford (the late Willie
Garson), tells Charlotte (Kristin Davis) that he’s
bringing a date, Justin (Matthew Wilkas), to her
Shabbat family dinner that Friday. Justin is a man
Anthony is excited about, in part because “he’s sexy,
smart, always reading — he’s read everything that’s
ever been published.” 

But when they arrive at the dinner at Charlotte’s
home, Charlotte mentions a challah. Justin asks if it’s a “Jewish dinner,”
and then blurts out, “you know the Holocaust is a hoax, right?” Anthony
immediately reacts by shouting “Get out!” 

This particular plot construction — one of the characters having a
promising romantic prospect, only to be disappointed by the shocking
reveal that the man has something very wrong with him — was a staple of
the original “Sex and the City” series. 

Still, many viewers found it crass, especially in relation to its timing: Jan.
27, International Holocaust Remembrance Day.

In The New York Times’ online recap of the episode, writer Ali Trachta

said the moment, intended to show that Holocaust denial
should be a relationship deal-breaker, was flat-out unreal-
istic. 

“It’s hard to imagine that fringe conspiracy theory
would be 1) embraced by and 2) brought up by any mem-
ber of a marginalized community in a Jewish home in the
middle of Manhattan in 2022,” she wrote. 

But Trachta did add that she’s planning to make it a reg-
ular practice to post a gif of Anthony yelling “Get out!”
And not everyone hated the joke.

This is far from Charlotte’s first run-in with Jewish
humor. One of the core four of the “Sex and the City” cast,
she is a Connecticut WASP who converts to Judaism dur-
ing the original series in order to marry lawyer Harry
Goldenblatt (Evan Handler). In the new series, it’s clear
that the family is still practicing Judaism — at one point
in this week’s episode, Charlotte chides her husband for
forgetting to take a challah out of the oven. Harry is later
shown struggling to eat the burnt Sabbath bread. 

And in the same episode, Charlotte’s child Rock, who
had come out earlier in the season as nonbinary, struggles

with the concept of having a bat mitzvah.
“That’s why you’re having a ‘they mitzvah,’” Charlotte says in one

scene.
With one episode remaining in the season, viewers may see that next

week. 
In another Jewish tidbit, last week’s episode featured the character of

Seema (Sarita Choudhury) reading Taffy Brodesser-Akner’s very Jewish
2019 novel “Fleischman is in Trouble.” That book is itself being adapted
for a limited series on FX.

Kristin Davis reprises the role of
Charlotte in “And Just Like
That...” (Craig Blankenhorn /HBO Max)
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Music ‘N’ Mavens Virtual Speaker Series 
Music ‘N’ Mavens has revised its schedule to continue to offer

Winnipeg’s foremost daytime concert and speaker series. All speaker
events are free and take place at 2:00 pm. To register for Zoom pre-
sentations, please email: snewman@radyjcc.com

Thursday February 3. The Art of Being Funny.  Doug Speirs’ humour
column, In the Doug House, appeared in the pages of the Winnipeg
Free Press three times a week starting in 2006. He was known for
columns on quirky news events, insights on raising teenagers, helpful
insights on the key differences between men and women and his pen-
chant for spending up to three hours floating in the bathtub.

Tuesday February 8.  Manitoba’s Polar Bears in a Changing Climate.
Dr. Stephen Petersen has been a wildlife biologist for more than 20
years and the Director of Conservation and Research for Assiniboine
Park Zoo for the last 10 years. His department has been conducting
research in Churchill for almost a decade. 

Thursday February 10.   Historic Crisis and Protest in Indian
Agriculture: Whither India?  Radhika Desai, Professor, Department of
Political Studies, University of Manitoba, will address the political
economy of the farmers’ protests.

Tuesday February 15. Rediscovering Roostertown.  In his 23 years
with CBC Winnipeg (and his 33 years with CBC nationally) Terry
MacLeod established himself as a respected, informed, inquisitive and
compassionate presence. Terry will be joined by Darrell Sais, special
Roostertown guest, for this presentation. 

Music ‘N’ Mavens Concert Series will launch live at the Rady JCC
February 22 – March 24. 

We are grateful to our sponsors for the 2022 Music ‘N’ Mavens
series: Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts, The Asper Foundation,
Winnipeg Arts Council, Manitoba Arts Council, Lampe Family Fund,
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, United Way, Winnipeg Free Press,
Jewish Post & News, Classic 107. 

Antisemitic incidents in France 
increased by 75% in 2021

Jan. 26, 2022 (JTA) — Reports of antisemitic incidents in France
increased by 75% in 2021, according to the French Jewish community’s
main watchdog group.

SPCJ recorded 589 hate crimes against Jews last year, including a 36%
increase in physical assaults over 2020. The group released its annual
report Wednesday.

Incidents targeting people – as opposed to communal buildings and
institutions – accounted for 45% of all incidents in 2021. Of those, 10%
were physical assaults.

A quarter of all incidents happened inside or just outside the victims’
homes, typically perpetrated by a neighbor, SPCJ wrote, adding this was
a new and worrisome phenomenon.

Use of weapons, mostly knives and guns, in antisemitic incidents was
also unusually high in 2021, occurring in 20% of all assaults and 10% of
all cases of intimidation, the report said.

In nearly a third of all cases, perpetrators indicated they were motivat-
ed by issues connected to Palestinians, the report added.

Dozens of incidents happened within the space of 11 days in May, when
Israel and Hamas were exchanging fire amid rioting by Israeli Arabs and
attacks on Arabs by Israeli Jews. During that period, SPCJ documented
on average five antisemitic incidents per day.

Out of 160 incidents that SPCJ classified as “violent crimes,” 60 were
assaults against people. There were three cases of arson and 68 incidents
involving antisemitic vandalism. Additionally, SPCJ recorded 429 cases
of what the group classified as “intimidation.”

In one incidents from 2021, guards protecting a Jewish school in
Marseille overpowered a man wielding a knife whom they suspected
intended to stab patrons at a nearby kosher store and bakery.

In another, occurring a month later, Jewish residents of a Paris suburb
chased and overpowered a man who witnesses said tried to stab three
Jews. They handed him over to police.
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$14,000,000+ Capital Campaign Launched to Upgrade and 
Redesign Congregation Shaarey Zedek’s Synagogue

For over 70 years, Congregation Shaarey Zedek’s synagogue at 561 Wellington Crescent has gone through a variety of changes to its facility, but none
as substantial as the one that is being undertaken today. Congregation Shaarey Zedek has officially launched its capital campaign, titled ‘L’Dor Va Dor’
— From Generation to Generation — an opportunity for the congregation to upgrade and redesign the synagogue’s spaces to be enjoyed by current and
future generations, and enhance their shul experience. 

“This project will be not only a stunning rebirth for our synagogue building, but a commitment by our congregation that Shaarey Zedek will have an
ongoing role in the Jewish life of our community.” 

– Neil Duboff, Capital Campaign Chair

Phase one will focus on critical upgrades and renovations needed to keep the building in good condition — a new roof, heating, ventilation, and air con-
ditioning systems, as well as modernizing wiring for data communications are in need. As a result of these necessary renovations, asbestos that has been
sealed for decades will also need to be removed to keep our building safe. 

“I am pleased to be the president during these exciting times, the launch of a capital campaign that will help transform and modernize our shul for
current generations and generations to come. Todah Rabah, thank you, to the leadership, volunteers, and staff that made this possible. A contribution
toward this project is your vote for a prosperous Shaarey Zedek future — L’Dor Va Dor.”

– Dr Gary Hyman, President

Phase two is related to invigorating the shul’s interior. Working with Number Ten Architectural Group, and their professional team, the task is to create
‘transformative’ spaces – aesthetically pleasing with modern features and technology to provide engaging event spaces that are flexible and scalable in
size; life cycle events, social engagements, community functions, classes, meetings, programs, playgroups and more.

“The Shaarey Zedek Synagogue is a magnificent piece of Modernist architecture and has formed the backdrop of memories for generations of fami-
lies. We feel a profound responsibility that our work deepens these emotional and spiritual connections, creating a place that invites, inspires and
enhances its timeless aesthetic.” 

– Dave Lalama, Partner / Brent Bellamy, Creative Director / Number TEN Architectural Group

In addition to the Social Hall, Lounges, Foyers and Office spaces, the Sanctuary and Chapel are also part of this large-scale renovation. These spaces
will retain their Aronei Kodesh (arks), while the pews, bimah, walls, ceiling, and flooring will be upgraded for comfort, style, and flexibility of use. The
audio and visual systems will also be updated to modern standards to optimize the experience of in-person and online services and participation. 

“I’m looking forward to the rich and varied opportunities this exciting project will bring to Congregation Shaarey Zedek and the entire community —
a sustainable future based on a hybrid of in-person and virtual ways to study, learn, pray, and grow together.”

– Rabbi Anibal Mass, Spiritual Leader

Construction begins in early summer 2022 and will take two years to complete – in time for two special anniversaries — the 75th of the building
(est.1949), and the 135th of the congregation (est.1889). During the renovations, synagogue services, events, catering, and offices will be relocated —
important news about this will be coming soon.

“For over eight decades, Shaarey Zedek Sisterhood has had a role of support and leadership in the shul through countless congregational endeavors
— from programs to movements! We are very excited to be a part of this next journey to enhance our congregation’s home for this generation and
future generations to come.” 

– Sandy Polanski, Co-President, Shaarey Zedek Sisterhood

“Our new and invigorated space will be an inspirational venue to welcome the community for dynamic and engaging Jewish programming and edu-
cational offerings.”

– Dr Rena Secter Elbaze, Engagement and Education Director

At the time of this publication, the overall budget of $14,000,000 has been approved by the Board of Directors, and $6,400,000 in pledges has already
been committed to this project. Information packages have been sent to Congregation Shaarey Zedek members, but support is not limited to them — non-
member congregants of Shaarey Zedek, community members, former Winnipeggers, and others are all invited to be part of this special project. Please
visit www.szfuture.ca for information, to donate, and sign up for updates. 

“This undertaking is much more than an investment in a building. It is an investment in an institution that is the very definition of a Jewish communi-
ty. We all have an obligation to ensure that our children and grandchildren live and prosper in a vibrant and progressive Jewish community. L’Dor Va
Dor!!”

– Bob Freedman, Capital Campaign Consultant

The fundraising team is led by Neil Duboff, Capital Campaign Chair; Bob Freedman, Capital Campaign Consultant; Jodi Novak, Capital Campaign
Manager; with support from Ran Ukashi, Congregation Shaarey Zedek’s Executive Director. Contact can be made through the website or by emailing
campaign@szfuture.ca or by calling 204-452-3711.

“I am so looking forward to the modern infrastructure this renovation will provide, allowing us to further connect children and families physically,
virtually, and most importantly — Jewishly. We will continue the important work of building connections and strengthening our community through
programming — whether it be in-person, virtual or a hybrid format.” 

– Tali Millo, Program Director and Lay Clergy

From King Street, to Dagmar Street, to Wellington Crescent — Congregation Shaarey Zedek and it’s synagogues were created for community as a place
for worship, learning, and gathering for celebration — this great legacy will continue with your help.

“Communal prayer is always heard. God does not despise the prayers of the community. Therefore, a person must include themselves with the com-
munity, as much as they are able, and not pray by themself.”

– Rambam, Hilchot Tefillah 8:1



Jan. 28, 2022 WASHINGTON
(JTA) — Robert Keith Packer, the
Virginia man who drew attention
during the Jan. 6 insurrection by
wearing a “Camp Auschwitz” sweat-
shirt, pleaded guilty to a misde-
meanor for trespassing.

Packer, 57, agreed to cooperate
with the federal government in its
investigations, prosecutors told the
U.S. District Court on Wednesday,
Jan. 26, at the plea hearing, the Law
& Crime news site reported.

Packer, who is from Newport News, faces a maximum six-month sen-
tence and $5,000 fine, although many of the people who have pleaded
guilty to misdemeanor charges related to the Jan. 6 insurrection have not
received jail time.

Packer’s sweatshirt read “Camp Auschwitz,” along with the message
“Work brings freedom” — a rough translation of the message that greeted
Jewish prisoners at the infamous Nazi concentration camp. On the back, it
read, “Staff.” FBI agents who raided his home found Nazi paraphernalia,
CNN reported.
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Haskel Greenfield at Limmud 2022

Ha s k e l
Greenfield

has spent a
good deal of
his profession-
al life as an
a rcheo log i s t
attempting to
uncover the

mysteries of the Canaanite culture.
It’s not been an easy task. But, oh so

fascinating.

The Distinguished Professor of
Anthropology, Co-Director of the Near
Eastern and Biblical Archaeology Lab, and Coordinator of the Judaic
Studies Program at the University of Manitoba, will share some of his find-
ings in a presentation, Canaanite (pre-Israelite) household rituals in the
Early Bronze Age of the southern Levant, in a virtual presentation at
Limmud Winnipeg 2022 on March 6.

Dr. Greenfield is an anthropological archaeologist whose research focus-
es on the evolution of early agricultural and early complex societies in the
Old World (Europe, Africa and Asia) from the Neolithic to the Iron Age,
notes his bio.

Geographically, his research covers a large swath of Old World societies,
from Europe through the Near East and into Africa. His most recent
research program was as co-director (with Prof. Aren Maeir, Bar-Ilan
University, Israel) of the excavations of the Early Bronze Age city at Tell
eṣ-Ṣâfi/Gath, Israel. 

“The Caananites were the people who inhabited the Land of Canaan
(modern Israel, Jordan and Palestinian areas) during the Bronze Age,
Professor Greenfield,” said in an email question and answer with The
Jewish Post & News.

He added that they had both public (temple) rituals and private (house-
hold) rituals, which included sacrifices to the gods, burials, praying to
idols, among other sacred rites.

“Biblical scholar  notes that archaeological data suggests ‘that the
Israelite culture largely overlapped with and derived from Canaanite cul-
ture... In short, Israelite culture was largely Canaanite in nature,’” says
Wikipedia.

“Much of present-day knowledge about Canaan stems from   this area.”

The data also suggest that the Canaanites descended from a mixture of
earlier local Neolithic populations and populations related to Chalcolithic
Iran and/or the Bronze Age Caucasus, says an article in Science News
(“Who were the Canaanites? New insight from 73 ancient genomes” May
28, 2020).

For Prof Greenfield, though, the influence of Canaanite culture on the
early Israelites is still not fully understood.

“This is a million (with inflation trillion) dollar question,” he wrote.
“Some Canaanites were conquered and killed (e.g. Hazor), while others

appeared to have been absorbed peacefully (Jebusites of Jerusalem).”

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

HASKEL GREENFIELD

‘Camp Auschwitz’ man at Jan. 6 insurrection
pleads guilty to misdemeanor

Robert Keith Packer was seen at
the Capitol Hill riot and insur-
rection wearing a hoodie with the
words, “Camp Auschwitz” on it.
(Screenshot)
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MARILYN PERL
Dec 24th 1956 – Dec 16th 2021

After a courageous
battle with cancer,
Marilyn Perl (née
Bricker) passed away
peacefully on December
16th, 2021. She was 64
years old. 

Marilyn was pre-
deceased by her parents,
Irving and Lucille
Bricker; grandmother,
Teibel Binder; and in-
laws, Mendel and Esther
Perl. She is deeply

mourned by her husband, Michael; children, Eytan
and Aviya; grandson, Jacob Novek-Perl; daughter-
in-law, Sheila Novek; brother and sister-in-law,
Martin and Debby Bricker; and nephew and niece,
David and Ivy Bricker.

Marilyn was born in Winnipeg on December 24th,
1956.  She attended Talmud Torah School, Edmund
Partridge and West Kildonan Collegiate.  She also
attended the University of Manitoba, where she
received a Bachelor of Arts Degree.  Marilyn joined
the family business, Winnipeg Drapery, with her
parents and brother. She and Martin carried on
successfully running the business together after their
parents’ deaths. She inherited a strong work ethic and
talent for manufacturing from her father and loved
her work, making custom drapes for homes and
businesses throughout the city. 

Marilyn is fondly remembered for her warmth, her
smile, her friendliness, and her genuine care and
concern for others. She loved cooking and baking for
her family, and will always be remembered for her
Shabbat dinners, which usually featured multiple
desserts. Marilyn loved welcoming her children’s
friends into her home as if they were her own, and
especially loved spending time with her best friends,
Bonnie, Leslie, and Sandy. Above all, she had a deep
and unwavering love for her family - especially her
grandson Jacob, who was the apple of her eye. 

Thank you to Dr. John Mayba for his excellent care
throughout the years, to Drs. Kidane, Maksymiuk,
Kristjanson, and Anderson, and to the staffs at
CancerCare and the Palliative Care program for their
devoted care throughout her battle with cancer. 

Our deepest gratitude to Rabbi Matthew Leibl,
who held a graveside service on December 17th at
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery. Pallbearers were: Steven
Bernstein, David Bricker, Seth and Adam Nepon,
Daniel Palitsky, and Mark Shuster. Due to Covid
restrictions, a private shiva was observed by the
family. Donations in Marilyn’s memory can be made
to CancerCare Manitoba or the charity of your
choice. 

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

FEB. 2

In loving memory of

GERTIE
CHOCHINOV

who passed away
February 25, 2012

2 days in Adar
If tears could build a stairway,
and memories a lane
We would walk right up to Heaven
and bring you home again
— Forever loved and sadly missed
by your husband Labe, children
Aydel and Laurence and girls,
Bruce and Sheila and boys.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

DR. JOSEPH H.
CRUST

who passed away
May 11, 1985

20 Days in Iyar

In Memoriam
37th Yahrzeit 11th Yahrzeit

DOROTHY
CRUST

who passed away
February 11, 2011

7 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their loving  children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and friends.

ISRAEL "JOE"
DREMAN
who passed away

July 31, 2000
29 days in Tamuz

RAE
DREMAN
who passed away

February 14, 2002
2 Days in Adar

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

— Lovingly remembered and always missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY FIEN
who passed away

February 13, 1966
23 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVA GOOT
who passed away

February 18, 1991
4 Days in Adar 1

— Ever remembered by
grandchildren Francie and
Eric, Beverley and Bryan and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PEGGY
GUBERMAN

who passed away
March 9, 2011
3 day of Adar

- Missing you every day.
Always remembered by your
children and grand-children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILIP KATZ
who passed away

March 6, 2014
5 days in Adar

—Forever loved, remembered
and missed by  his wife Fay-
Lynn, children Matthew, Cara
and Jonathan,  grandchildren,
Mother Esther, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

BRIAN
MARGOLIS

who passed away
February 23, 2007

5 Days in Adar
— Heartbroken by your
absence, always loved and
forever missed by  your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
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In loving memory of

ELSIE
BORODITSKY

who passed away
February 18, 1975

7 Days in Adar
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RALPH
GORDON
who passed away

Feb. 26, 2020
1 Adar 5780

We have wonderful memories.
You will be in our hearts
forever, and you will never be
forgotten.
—Love from your wife Ethel,
your children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAE HURTIG
who passed away
February 6, 1995
6 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, family
and friends.

In loving memory of
GERTIE

KNELMAN
who passed away

February 23, 2007
5 Days in Adar

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HAROLD
MASARSKY

who passed away
February 12, 2021

 Adar 1, 5781
—Beloved bother, uncle, and
friend.
Always in our hearts.

1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

PEARL
MORANTZ
who passed away

February 26, 2020
1 day in Adar, 5780

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

WILLIAM (BILL)
OMNITSKY

who passed away
February 10, 2005

1 Day in Adar
— Ever loved and remembered
by his family.

In Memoriam

In lasting memory of

SHARON
POLLACK
who passed away

February 29, 2012
6th day of Adar I

Loved. Missed. Remembered.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MORRIS SILVER
who passed away

February 11, 2019
6 Days in Adar I, 5779

DORYS SILVER
who passed away 
February 7, 2019

2 Days in Adar I, 5779

—Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, sisters and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAUL MANUEL
WISEMAN
who passed away

February 18, 2002
6 days in Adar

— His remarkable nature,
strength and genuine
enthusiasm for life will
continue to guide the paths of
his wife Elaine, his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

MILLICENT (HALLIS)
UDLAR ADLER

who passed away
October 8th, 1987

16 days in Tishrei  5748

HARRY ALLAN
ADLER

who passed away
Feb. 18th, 1959

10 days in Adar I  5719

May the winds of Love blow softly
And whisper for you to hear,
That we will always Love and Miss You, and
Wish that You Both were here.

— Always Loved, Remembered and Deeply Missed.
You daughter Gloria, son-in-law Jerry, beloved grandchildren,
Susan and Dan and your great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DOROTHY
BERGMAN

who passed away
February 16, 2019

11 Adar 1, 5779
You will always live

on in our hearts.
—Remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
brother, sisters-in-law,
brother-in-law, family and
friends.

16th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH TABACK
who passed away
March 12, 2006

12 days in Adar, 5766
Always remembered

Always missed
Forever in our hearts

We love you!!
— Your loving children
Shayne, Kathy & grand-
children Abigail Edythe and
Elliot Joseph, Michelle &
Barton.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
TRACHTENBERG

who passed away
February 19, 2013

9 days in Adar
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

9th Yahrzeit
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Tony McAleer: How one man
became a neo-Nazi - Part II
Introduction: In part one of this story, which

appeared in our Jan. 19 issue, Jon Van Der
Veen explained how he happened to meet a for-
mer neo-Nazi by the name of Tony McAleer. In
that Jan. 19 segment, Jon explained how, when
he was attending university, he  met McAleer at
a meeting of the Atlantic Jewish Council, in
which McAleer was giving a presentation
about white supremacy. McAleer is a former
white supremacist neo-Nazi who became
deeply involved in the White Aryan Resistance
as a recruiter and leader. However, he turned
his life around and co-founded “A Cure for
Hate”, a non-profit organization intent on
deradicalization. In part one, Jon told how
McAleer was led into becoming a white
supremacist. In this second segment, Jon dis-
cusses what McAleer told him about the roles
that class and ideologies play within white
supremacist movements.

Having been
brought up in what
would no doubt be
considered a relative-
ly normal family in a
wealthy Vancouver
suburb and having
attended private
Catholic school
throughout his youth,

Tony McAleer was a seemingly typical
teenage adolescent on his way towards a path
that would lead to a successful and productive
adult life. However, as I explained in part one
of my interview with Tony, he fell in with a bad
crowd of skinheads during his teenage years,
and he gradually became increasingly involved
with a Canadian white nationalist movement
called White Aryan Resistance, or “W.A.R.”
for short. 

Saying this might contradict the usual stereo-
type of white nationalists as illiterate country
bumpkins and  rednecks. A well-educated, cul-
tured young man from a relatively affluent area
with a liberal political disposition didn’t exact-
ly fit that mould. 

However, Tony quickly persuaded me that
my previously held notion of white suprema-
cists was both dangerous and naively conde-
scending. 

So, when I asked Tony, “Do you think it
doesn’t matter what class you might have
come from... you can be pulled into these kinds
of white supremacist movements,,” he replied,
“I think it’s regardless of class, and I think if
you go back and look at the lessons from Nazi
Germany, it absolutely transcends class. And I
think it’s a very dangerous thing to dismiss it
as a bunch of ignorant red necks. And sure,

there is a population
that is not well educat-
ed and is rural. But the
Richard Spencers [a
prominent American
white supremacist] of
this world come from
wealthy families, and
while it may not be in
equal proportion,
they’re [rich people]
not an equal propor-
tion of society any-
ways. But the thing to
pay attention to is that
revolutions have
always been run by the
middle class.”

I wanted to pursue
the question of class in
white supremacist
movements. I asked
Tony about the roles
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In loving memory of

OSCAR BLANK
who passed away

February 13, 2003
11 Days in Adar I

— Sadly missed by your
children and grandchildren.

19th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RONALD
GOLTSMAN

who passed away
March 1, 2018
14 days in Adar

— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

23rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK KAY
who passed away

February 24, 1999
8 Days in Adar

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE NEPON
who passed away
March 10, 1998
12 Days in Adar

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by Esther and
Sid Halpern, Adeena, Tom,
Danny and Anna Vered -
Your namesake Gratzer:
Ahava and Frank Lavitt:
Marni, Jonathan, Leo, Sophie
and Lily Halpern.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
RAYBURN
who passed away
February 8, 2014
9 days in Adar I

Say  not in grief he is no more
but live in thoughtfulness that
he was
— Loved and remembered by
his wife and children.

8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MAURICE I.
ROSENBERG

who passed away
February 28, 1993

9 Days in Adar
There is a special kind of feeling
that is meant for you alone.
A place within our hearts that
only you can own.
There will always be sadness
and many a silent tear.
But always special memories
of days when your were here.
- Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
(MOISHE)
SETTLER
who passed away

March 3, 2012
9 days in Adar I

It’s been 10 years.
We think of you all the time and
the ever lasting encouragement
and love you radiated to us.
— Love your family and
friends.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH SILVER
who passed away

February 14, 2003
12 Adar, 5763

— You are deeply missed by
your children, nieces, nephews
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SALLY
(CHERNA)

SLOTNIKOV
who passed away
February 8, 1995
8 Days in Adar

— Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

f

In Memoriam

SAMUEL
BAKER

who passed away
March 17, 1994
5 Days in Nissan

— Forever in our hearts and thoughts. You are sadly missed by
your children and grandchildren.

ROSE
BAKER

who passed away
March 5, 2009
9 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

In loving memory of

KAYLA
MASARSKY

who passed away
February 27, 1972

12 days in Adar
— Always remembered by her
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ALEC VINE
who passed away
February 9, 2014

9 Adar I, 5774
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his wife Rita,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

By

JON VAN DER VEEN

(Continued on page
17. See “White
supremacists”.)



that people like Ernst Zundel, David
Irving, and Fred Leuchter have
played in white supremacist move-

ments.

Ernst Zundel was a German neo-Nazi author who lived in Canada
between 1958-2000, espousing Holocaust denial conspiracy theories, pub-
lishing titles such as “The Hitler We Loved and Why” and “Did Six Million
Really Die?” He was eventually  charged under a section of the Criminal
Code for “likely to incite hatred against an identifiable group.” Zundel was
convicted and spent time in a Canadian prison as a result.

As well, he was twice denied Canadian citizenship, first in 1966 and later
in 1994, on the grounds that he was a national security threat associating
with known violent extremists, including Richard Butler, head of the Aryan
Nation. In 2005, Zundel was deported back to his native Germany, where
he died while in prison there. 

David Irving is a well known British pseudo-historian and Holocaust
denier who has written extensively about World War II and Nazi politics.
His books such as “Destruction of Dresden” and “Hitler’s War” are revi-
sionist writings meant to draw sympathy to Hitler and Germans during
World War II  by downplaying or outright denying Nazi war crimes, while
simultaneously focusing on alleged Allied war crimes, such as the bomb-
ing of civilians. 

Neo-Nazi Fred Leuchter was an execution equipment technician
employed by the U.S. federal government to improve its methods of capi-
tal punishment. Using his so-called occupational expertise, he authored the
infamous “Leuchter Report,” in which he alleged that no gas chambers
were utilized in Auschwitz-Birkenau to exterminate Jews, Roma, and other
undesirables.

Tony McAleer and I discussed these individuals because they all had two
things in common: they were literate and their writings reached wide audi-
ences. None of the three fit the image of skinhead, swastika-adorned and
tattooed street thugs.  They might be described as the sort of ideologues
who can lend a veneer of sophistication to the otherwise illiterate prattle
that we commonly associate with the kinds of thugs we often see assem-
bled at right wing rallies of various sorts

I wondered what roles men such as the three I’ve cited, who pretend to
use academic tools in their research and writing,  play within neo-Nazi

movements? I asked McAleer whether he agrees with my observation that
there is an element involved in the white supremacist movement in which
certain individuals create a leadership class. These individuals have the
knowledge and often the academic credits to draw in those who are unin-
formed, thus spreading misinformation and conspiracy theories to others
who don’t have the intellectual capacity or curiosity to realize that what
they’re being fed is false.

Tony responded, “I think that all radical political movements have those
characteristics; it’s not unique, you know, ISIS employed the same tactics.” 

I said, “Yeah, you get an Imam or someone from the religious class who
is educated in the Quran; they misuse its teachings and warp things, and
then draw in young impressionable people….”  to which Tony added, “to
do the dirty work.” 

I said to him, “there is a sense of class envy within [radical groups], but
as you mentioned before, you don’t have to be rich or poor to join these
hateful ideologies, but perhaps being rich or poor, educated, or non-edu-
cated, determines what facet of the group you end up taking part in.” 

Tony agreed with that observation, but added that there are many differ-
ent roles people can play within the white supremacist movement. He also
said that within the movement there is often the opportunity for “vertical
growth,” something, he said, he personally experienced. 

He explained that he started as a street thug, but as a well-educated and
well-read individual within a group of mostly poorly educated skinheads,
his role quickly changed. 

According to Tony, he went from “fighting with his fist to fighting with
his words”, citing as an example that “when people wanted to argue about
immigration with a group of skinheads, if there was a really tough guy who
wanted to fight us, I knew exactly who in the group to go say, ‘this guy
wants to go.’”

“When someone wanted to engage intellectually, I was that person,” he
added. Tony would later lead the W.A.R. into the internet age by creating
websites and radio broadcasts to bombard people with misinformation and
conspiracy theories, providing a service to the movement similar to what
David Irving was also able to do.

In part three of my report about former neo-Nazi Tony McAleer, I will
discuss the roles that  rejection and redemption play in the white suprema-
cist movement, focusing on  the role of “shame” in hateful ideologies. In
that concluding report I’ll also describe strategies for deradicalization as
suggested by Tony McAleer. 
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Under The Radar: 30 Notable Canadian
Jewish Musicians, which I wrote with Alan L.
Simons (Publisher) takes an historical approach,
covering musicians of most genres and genders,
some alive and others having passed on, but
excelling somewhat out of sight.  This is the first
in a two-part series of excerpts from the book,
which was released in November 2021, and is
available in paperback and as an eBook from

Amazon.ca.   The two performers with Winnipeg, Manitoba roots are Victor
Feldbrill and Oscar Brand.

The son of Polish-Jewish immigrants  Helen (Lederman) and Nathan
Feldbrill, Victor Feldbrill was born on April 4, 1924.

The young classically-trained violinist was destined to pick up a baton,
become a conductor extraordinaire and lead orchestras around the world,
starting at Toronto’s Harbord Collegiate high school.

For future conductors, it was all about leadership. “Authority comes from
being prepared,” he once told the Toronto Star’s classical music columnist
Bill Littler.

During his high school years, the young violinist also conducted student
orchestras, and after sharing his ambition with Toronto Symphony
Orchestra (TSO) conductor Sir Ernest MacMillan, Feldbrill enrolled in
Ettore Mazzoleni’s conducting class at the then Toronto Conservatory of
Music. He succeeded his music theory teacher John Weinzweig as the
University of Toronto Symphony Orchestra’s conductor in 1942-‘43.

His TSO conducting debut took place on March 30, 1943.
Stationed in London during the Second World War with the Royal

Canadian Navy, he played violin in the Navy Show while continuing his
violin, harmony, composition and conducting studies for two years at the
Royal Academy, but returned to his fiancée Zelda in Canada, ultimately
holding concertmaster and assistant conductor positions from 1945-‘49
with the Royal Conservatory of Music Symphony Orchestra and Opera
Company.

He was TSO’s first violin from 1949-56 and freelanced as a violinist and
conductor for a variety of CBC-TV and radio programs.

The maestro had a special interest in young musicians and during the

1950s, he conducted for Ontario School
Broadcasts and National School
Broadcasts.

Always honing his skills, he became
TSO’s assistant conductor in 1956-‘57
and took the reins of the Winnipeg
Symphony in 1958. His stable leader-
ship over the next 10 years helped give
Canada, for the first time, a symphonic
ensemble with a serious commitment to
Canadian music.

Feldbrill never regretted building his
career in his home country.

There were guest appearances over the
years with symphony orchestras across
Canada, the UK, China, Italy, the
Philippines and the Soviet Union, fol-

lowed by a short-term teaching engagement which led to a professorship
and principal conductorship of Tokyo National University’s Geidi
Philharmonic.

For several years, he conducted nine of Tokyo’s ten symphony orches-
tras.

Throughout his career, he included, when possible, one Canadian work in
every concert he conducted. A highlight in his 50th year of conducting for
the TSO was leading the premiere of Srul Irving Glick’s The Reawakening.

A recipient of many accolades and honours, including the first Roy
Thomson Award in 1985, Feldbrill was made an Officer of the Order of
Canada hat year and names to the Order of Ontario in 1999. Toronto’s Arts
& etters Club recognized his body of work, bestowing upon him the Sir
Ernest MacMillan Award and a Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Toronto Musicians’ Association.

A true champion of Canada, he died on June 17, 2020 at the age of 96.

Excerpted from 
“UNDER THE RADAR – 30 Notable CANADIAN JEWISH MUSI-

CIANS “
- Published by Baronel Books – Available from all Amazon sites in paper-

back and E-book version

By

DAVID EISENSTADT

Victor Feldbrill - conductor of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra from 1958-1968

VICTOR FELDBRILL

White supremacists
(Continued from page 16.)



18 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, February 2, 2022

Limmud preview

Limmud 2022 presenter Rabbi Moshe Saks to provide overview of Nigerian Jewish community
By MYRON LOVE

The love match between Eliana Saks, the
daughter of Rabbi Moshe Saks, the former
Senior Rabbi of Beth Tzedec Congregation in

Calgary, and Moshe Hezekiah Nwafor, would make
for a good story for a Hallmark made-for-TV movie
(which my wife and I have been enjoying immense-
ly these past few months).

The newlyweds come from completely different
cultures, as Nwafor is Nigerian and part of a little-
known  small – but growing, indigenous Nigerian
Jewish community developing among the Ibo
People of southeastern Nigeria. 

As Eliana details in a story in the July, 2021 issue
of Hadassah Magazine, she and her beshert  met
online – in Covid-time – after the writer came across
a video from her brother-in-law from his childhood camp, Ramah, in the
Berkshires. The post had been written by a young Jewish man named
Moshe who had re-shared a video of the Ramah Berkshires, breaking the
sad news that camp would not open for summer 2020. It turned out that
Moshe Nwafor  had been a staff member at the camp the previous year.

Eliana did some research and found that Nwafor was Nigerian and was a
leader of Tikvat Israel Synagogue, a small but strong congregation of
approximately 50 members in Kubwa, a village near Nigeria’s capital city
of Abuja, located in the center of the country. They made contact with each
other and found that, despite their different  backgrounds, they had much
in common and – as they say – the rest is history.

That history is the basis for a presentation by Eliana’s father at the sec-
ond annual eFestival – Limmud online  scheduled for Sunday, March 6,
2022.  His topic – “Finding Love and Jewish Community in Nigeria”.

The story is, notes Rabbi Saks, that about 200 years ago, an Igbo tribal
leader perused the Christian texts and decided that  the Old Testament made
more sense.  As a result, some of the IBO adopted Jewish practices as out-
lined in the Torah, including circumcision on the eighth day, following a
lunar calendar, and keeping dietary laws that approximate kashrut.

As Eliana saks noted in her piece in Hadassah Magazine, the number of
indigenous Igbo practicing Judaism numbers anywhere from 2,000 to
40,000. They are spread throughout the western African country of more
than 200 million people.

(For readers who want to learn more about the Jews of Nigeria, Rabbi
Saks recommends a recent documentary, “Re-emerging: The Jews of
Nigeria”, by filmmaker Jeff Lieberman (which this writer watched on tele-
vision a few months ago.)

By the mid to late 20th century, Eliana wrote, several Igbos, including
Moshe’s father, Sar Habbakuk Nwafor, founder of Tikvat Israel, began con-
necting the traditions of their parents and grandparents with the Jewish
faith. Soon, they started to study and practice Judaism in earnest, abandon-
ing Christianity entirely by the 1990s. News of the emerging interest in
Judaism spread throughout Nigeria, bringing more and more Igbos to
Jewish practices. Some family members who remain devout Christians
continue to shun them. They face additional bias living in a country with
significant separatist tensions. Indeed, Jews generally avoid large outdoor
religious gatherings, also wearing kippot or tzitzit outside their homes and

synagogues.
In November 2020, Eliana was able to travel to

Nigeria to meet Moshe in person.
Before her trip, she noted, she reached out to several

Philadelphia-area synagogues as well as the Israel
Center of Conservative Judaism in Flushing, N.Y., led
by her father, Rabbi Moshe Saks, and the Huntington
Jewish Center in Long Island, N.Y., led by her brother,
Rabbi Ari Saks, for donations of tefillin, mezuzot, mah-
zorim, siddurim and tzitzit. She even managed to locate
a large shofar to ring in the Jewish New Year, a special
request from Moshe.

Eliana observed that  Nigerian Jews feel that they
must officially convert to become halachically Jewish.
Her husband, Moshe, himself had previously travelled
to Uganda to study under Rabbi Gershom Sizomu, the

leader of the Abayudaya Jewish community in that country. (In 2008,
Sizomu received smicha from the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies at the
American Jewish University.). The Ugandan rabbi subsequently converted
Moshe, making him one of just six Nigerians to undergo a formal conver-
sion.

“Over the last 15 years,” Eliana reported, “rabbis involved in kiruv orga-
nizations, most notably , which supports emerging and returning Jewish
communities around the world, have visited the Igbo Jews, bringing with
them religious items and teachings. But few Nigerians have undergone
conversion because usually only one clergy person—such as Franklin of
Temple Emanu-El or Rabbi Howard Gorin, retired leader of Tikvat Israel
Congregation in Rockville, Md., after whom Sar Habbakuk named his own
synagogue—visits at a time, and conversion requires a three-person beit
din.”

Last August, Eliana went back to Nigeria where she and her betrothed
had an affirmation ceremony. Her parents and her brother, who is also a
rabbi, came with her and Moshe and Ari – along with Rabbi Sizomu who
flew in from Uganda, and convened a bet din, which officially converted
90 members of Moshe Nwafor’s community.

“The next day,” reports Rabbi Saks, “Ari officiated at the weddings of ten
couples.  We had ten chuppahs.”

“It was all an amazing experience we had with a vibrant and wonderful
community,” Rabbi Saks says.

He is looking forward to sharing that experience with Limmud Winnipeg
participants on March 6.

As for Eliana and Moshe, they are working to obtain a K-1 visa for him
to travel to the United States—still challenging due to the pandemic, Eliana
notes —where they will stand under the chuppah surrounded by her fami-
ly. “Beyond that, our happily ever after includes establishing an organiza-
tion to aid the Jews of Nigeria and other African Jewish communities,” she
says.

Now in its 12th year in Winnipeg, Limmud endeavours to reflect the
diversity of the Jewish community and our various interests. Jewish edu-
cation is at the core of enriching our community and increasing under-
standing of what Judaism is all about

For further information about registering for Limmud, go online to  lim-
mudwinnipeg.org.

Rabbi MOSHE SAKS

Police arrest suspect caught on camera beating
Orthodox Jews in London

Jan. 28, 2022 (JTA) — In two separate incidents in the past week, two
Orthodox Jews were assaulted in London and a Jewish teenager was
attacked in Milan, Italy.

On Wednesday, British police arrested a man who was caught on securi-
ty camera footage assaulting two Orthodox men on the street in the heavi-
ly-Orthodox London neighborhood of Stamford Hill.

The man passes them by before circling back to deliver multiple punch-
es and kicks, knocking down both men down to the ground. He also kicks
aside a kippah that one of the victims lost during the beating.

The incident, which police said is being treated as a hate crime, prompt-
ed a rare statement by a senior police officer. Superintendent Simon Crick
noted that it had occurred on the eve of International Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

“On this most important day, this is an awful reminder that hate crime
still exists,” Crick said.

Separately, the parents of a 12-year-old Jewish boy told police that he
was beaten and hit with verbal antisemitic abuse by a group of teenagers
near Livorno, a coastal city about 130 miles northwest of Rome.

Italian media quoted the attackers as saying “You need to be quiet
because you are Jewish,” and “you should die in the oven.”

The Associated Press quoted Liliana Segre, an Italian-Jewish senator and
Holocaust survivor, about the incident.

“These are things that amaze me, but unfortunately I am used to it,” she
said, adding: “History repeats itself.’’

TikTok adds new features to direct users to
reliable information on the Holocaust

Jan. 27, 2022 (JTA) — TikTok announced a slate of new features intend-
ed to reduce the spread of misinformation about the Holocaust shared on
the platform and to direct users to trustworthy sources about the subject.

Beginning Thursday, International Holocaust Remembrance Day, a ban-
ner will pop up when users search for Holocaust-related terms and direct
them to aboutholocaust.org, a website run by the World Jewish Congress
and UNESCO, to offer information about Holocaust history.

A link to the website will also pop up for users viewing hashtags related
to the Holocaust like #Holocaust and #HolocaustSurvivor.

TikTok and other social media platforms have long been criticized for
allowing Holocaust denial and antisemitism to spread unchecked on their
platforms. Some Jewish content creators have also complained about being
banned or censored from the platform for posting videos that educate about
Judaism or antisemitism.

The social media platform, which is made up of short user-produced
videos, has pledged to crack down on hate speech shared on the platform
in the past and has worked with the Anti-Defamation League to develop
protocols for determining hate speech.

“Hateful behavior of any kind is incompatible with our values and the
inclusive environment we are building at TikTok. We condemn anti-
semitism in all its forms and deploy a combination of technologies and
moderation teams to remove antisemitic content and accounts from our
platform, including Holocaust denial or any other form of hate speech
directed at the Jewish community,” the company said in an announcement.
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Books

Book review by 
TOBY KLEIN GREENWALD

Dr.  Shoshana Levin Fox has authored a book
that will hold you spellbound. Section I is
titled “Children.” These first eight chapters

are the stories of Jack, Sasha, Annie and others (all
the children’s names used are pseudonyms) – chil-
dren who came into the Feuerstein Institute after
having been diagnosed as autistic. They exited with
new hope, not only for themselves, but for their
parents, who were usually devastated by their chil-
dren’s diagnoses and needed their own emotional
propping up.

The central theme of this book is that autism is
grossly over-diagnosed. Levin Fox is a psycholo-
gist and play therapist who has worked with chil-
dren for more than 30 years. In addition to lectur-
ing and giving workshops in North America, Israel
and Europe, she worked for 25 years in the presti-
gious Feuerstein Institute of Jerusalem, founded by
the late Sorbonne-educated Professor Reuven
Feuerstein. 

Dr. Levin Fox lived for nearly twenty years in
Canada. She completed an M.A. at Simon Fraser University and a
Doctorate in Counselling Psychology at the University of British Columbia
and worked for many years as a counsellor in the Special Services to
Children program of the Vancouver Association of Neighbourhood Houses.
Levin Fox was awarded a SSHRC (Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada) post-doctoral fellowship, which enabled her
to do research and practical work in the field of autism at the world-
renowned Feuerstein Institute in Jerusalem. Coincidentally, for many years
Hadassah WIZO Canada were the prime funders of the Feuerstein
Institute’s programs related to autism. 

I warmly recommend the book, not just for the moving stories of the chil-
dren who were salvaged from what proved to be inaccurate assessments,
and not only for the intriguing descriptions of the practices of the world-
renowned Feuerstein Institute, which Dr. Levin Fox combined with the
wonders of the DIRFloortime method. This book should be read for its crit-
ical message to parents who have received an autism diagnosis for their son
or daughter: Believe in your child. Talk to your child. Keep looking till you
find her the best and most appropriate help and hope. Don’t let the
“experts” get you down, because a true expert will find the formula to lift
you – and your child – up.

Most importantly, do not assume that an expert who gave you an assess-
ment of autism, that may feel like an emotional-cognitive death sentence,
is right, and even if the assessment is accurate, and the child is truly autis-
tic, that does not mean there is no hope.

This book is not only for parents of children with autistic symptoms;
there is a message here for all parents: Even when there is a diagnosis of
less daunting conditions — such as learning disabilities, ADHD, or other
emotional, cognitive or developmental challenges — keep shopping till
you find the professional who will light the way through the tunnel.

The idea of plasticity of the brain, writes Levin Fox, entered mainstream
medicine several generations after Prof. Feuerstein had intuited and creat-
ed materials and methods based on that reality. “There were no sacred cows
for the Professor,” she writes, and decries the fact that “the diagnosis of
autism is used as a sacrosanct truism…I have found that the term ‘autism,’
as it appears commonly in the field, in actuality is being used to describe
children who suffer from a vast range of communication difficulties, from
extreme shyness to psychotic conditions and just about everything in
between.”

It is not clear to her how research studies can be reliable, writes Levin
Fox, “with the current diagnostic criteria of autism so elastic and with the
use of the term so liberal.”

The children whose stories are recounted in this book all made signifi-
cant, even dramatic, progress. Levin Fox writes that, “Not every child
began to speak fluently, to learn at a normative level and to play happily
with friends…However, it can be safely and honestly stated that, inspired
and mentored by the Professor, my colleagues and I made a huge difference
in the lives of hundreds of children originally thought to be autistic.” She
sees them, as a team, as having saved many lives.

Feuerstein sought to find the child’s latent strengths, and what he called
“islets of normalcy.” She explains how “islets of normalcy” are identified
and worked with. They include, among other elements, eye contact, human
relationships, symbolic play, curiosity, humor and more. “The notion of

islets of normalcy helps both parent and practitioner rec-
ognize the non-symptomatic behavior [of autism symp-
toms], the sparks of life and the glimmers of normative
functioning within a child’s autistiform presentation.”

There was five-year-old Jack, whose parents came to
the Institute and Levin Fox discovered in him an engag-
ing child with a rich imagination. His parents told her
that, as he had verbal communication problems, they
had taken him to be tested and had been told he was
autistic. 

Levin Fox emphasizes that helping the parents to
understand their children’s challenges, and not to be
fearful and depressed about them, is part of the battle. 

At the Institute Jack thrived, and left the early diagno-
sis of autism far behind. The details of the process are in
a fascinating ten-page chapter.

She writes about a little girl, Annie, who clearly had
developmental difficulties, but, “Each of a child’s tangi-
ble, visible symptoms is a world in itself. Like the
shoots of a green plant, symptoms have intricate roots.” 

Levin Fox gave the parents tools to work with their
daughter and continued to follow her progress. When
she met her again at the age of six, she wrote, “The

sweet, charming, warm, open and communicative child…bore no trace of
the detached, imploded, silent, starving two-and-a-half-year-old of years
ago.”

Then there was Davie, who had “a longer journey,” and teenaged Joe,
who did not make progress to the same extent as some of the other children,
but who years later was a happy, functioning adult living in a group setting
with other mildly impaired adults. And Mikey, who began to improve sig-
nificantly when his parents began to talk to him. He still had a long way to
go, but Levin Fox writes, “I learned never to give up on a parent.”

There was Max, who had oral dyspraxia, and his lack of speech had been
“misunderstood as an autistic avoidance of speech…his story…dramatical-
ly illustrates the tragedy of this kind of misdiagnosis.” She cautions that
children’s hearing should always be tested; sometimes the non-responsive
child is discovered to be simply hearing-impaired.

In Part II, “Theoretical Groundings,” Levin Fox gives the intense and
thorough theoretical background to the success stories, which are plentiful.
Six more case studies are interwoven in the text to help bring the theory
alive. 

This section also describes the fascinating roots of Feuerstein’s methods.
He began by working with orphan children who had been traumatized after
WWII, decided there were flaws in the standard diagnostic tests, and rather
than focusing on performance, he focused on the child’s ability to develop
learning processes. 

“Current studies on brain plasticity…scientifically substantiates what
[Feuerstein] proposed two generations ago – that brain cells are modifiable
and respond to the stimuli of the environment.” She writes that for
Feuerstein it was an “I told you so” moment.

“He understood that human beings can change…when the environment
anticipates and promotes such change.” The children mentioned earlier
“markedly diminished their autistic-like symptoms…We believed that the
potential was there. We sought it. And when we could not see it, we worked
hard to elicit it, and even to create new facts on the ground.” The staff saw
themselves as warmly interactive mediators.

One of my favorite stories appears in Chapter 15, “A Paradigm Shift,”
where Levin Fox describes in great detail the captivating case history of
Ben, whom she first met when he was five-years-old. The end of the chap-
ter, with the sub-heading, “Ben’s Epilogue,” describes a chance meeting
between Levin Fox and Ben’s parents, many years later, at the luggage
carousel in the arrival area of the airport. “Dr. Shoshana!” they called out,
and his mother pulled out her cellphone. “The happy faces of Ben and his
wife, holding their newborn son, smiled back at me,” writes Levin Fox.
“For Ben, the paradigm-shift had indeed been life-saving.”

I found other words to describe the journeys and the miracles of the chil-
dren portrayed in this book: life-affirming. 

And hope.
“An Autism Casebook for Parents and Practitioners: The Child Behind

the Symptoms” is published by Routledge, Taylor & Francis and available
on Amazon. Read more about Dr. Shoshana Levin Fox’s work at:
https://shoshanalevinfox.com/

Toby Klein Greenwald is an award-winning journalist, educational the-
ater director, teacher and the editor-in-chief of WholeFamily.com. 

In new book, well-known psychologist argues that autism is grossly over-diagnosed
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The Curious Nexus of Albert Einstein & Franz Kafka: Part II
Part Fact / Part Fiction

The first installment of this story about the meet-
ing of Albert Einstein and Franz Kafka in Prague in
1911-1912 began with their last meeting in July
1912, and then flashed back to their first meeting in
May 1911. Here we continue with the next two meet-
ings. 

*  *  *
In the corner of the same room in Fanta’s salon,

one evening in July, 1911. Albert is in his same
plaid, slightly rumpled suit, with soft collar and

black tie; and Franz is in a neatly pressed grey suit, with a pointed collar and
navy tie.

——Oh, Franz, you came. You missed the last meeting. I got into a debate
over Kant’s ideas on space & time. Do you know much about Kant?  

——No, too theoretical. Glad I missed it. 
——Well, so, um. … I recall when we last met you ended by telling me

you’re a lawyer. So, working for whom, again? 
——I work for the Worker’s Accident Insurance Institute of the government

of Bohemia. 
——Well, Franz, you’re surely full of surprises, with all your focus on com-

edy and laughter at our last meeting. I’m sure there can’t be much to laugh
about in that work. I should think that the accidents of workers are often trag-
ic. Losses of limbs, or even losses of life, huh?  

——Yes, that’s true. To be honest: it has made this Jewish bourgeoisie very
sympathetic to the working class, and their struggle against capital. I’ve seen
crippled workers. They come into my office for help. But, believe it or not,
they’re modest. They come to beg, whereas they should be storming in and
smashing everything to pieces. So, well, I try to craft Austrian social policy
laws to regulate conditions to protect the workers. But this is resisted by the
employers, who disregard safety norms, trying to foil the inspections of their
plants, and so forth.  It’s an endless adversarial relationship. Yes, it’s serious
work. Frustrating too. 

——Nothing funny there, for sure. But it does give us something in com-
mon. For I’m quite attracted to Socialism, as an economic system. I believe
that the economic prosperity of a society should be shared among all those
living there. No one should be dirt poor or without food – or without shelter
for the night. The extreme disparity between the rich and poor I find repul-
sive. In some ways I find it to be comparable to the medieval gap of the nobles
& clergy vs. the peasants. … So I must say, Franz, I respect what you’re
doing. It’s important work, helping the working class, changing society. Do
you find it fulfilling? Do you like it?

——I hate it. 
——Why?
——No time to write the literature – the stories – that I want to write, ideas

that flood my mind but seldom get put on paper. This work interferes with my
life as a writer.

——But the work you do is important for the lives of workers. I find it hon-
orable, if I may say so. 

——Don’t get too hackneyed, Albert. But yes, I do take the insurance work
seriously. I’m dedicated to what I do there and even have been promoted more
than once. I’m a hard-working civil servant. But I wish I had more time to do
what I really want to do. I’m frustrated. 

——I too had a civil service job after I got my PhD, before I was offered
positions in academia. I believe I originally couldn’t get an academic job due
to anti-Semitism, which (I just realized) seems to contradict what I said last
time. Oh well. My point is that I worked for seven years in the Patent Office
in Bern. With my degree in physics I could evaluate the efficacy of patent
applications; and, like you, I was a good worker. But I also found it not too
taxing, and so I had time and energy in the evenings to work on my physics.
Sometimes I even worked –furtively, of course – on my physics at the office,
when I had breaks between projects and no one was looking. In contrast, I’m
finding less time to work on my research with these university positions.
Preparing lectures, examining students, committee meetings, and endless
paperwork. In a letter to a friend recently, I called it paper-shitting.   

——Ha, ha. That’s a good way of putting it. I like your attitude, but we
seem to have a very different response to the bureaucracy of the civil service
world. I find it overwhelming and even crushing, whereas you apparently
were able to navigate through it. 

——For someone who can write that tedious legalese jargon, and yet is
oppressed by the drawn-out procedures of the bureaucracy – well, Franz, I
would think that you were in a good position to write some interesting stories
about all this. That is, if you had the time. … Um, before I forget, I want to
say this. Some of your offhand comments last time on women and marriage
make me curious. Are you married? 

——Ha, ha. You really are a funny guy. … I see you said you were married,
to a Serb. I assume she’s Christian. How did your parents deal with that?

——You find humour in the strangest places. And you’re not very tactful in
your questioning. Well, the story of my marriage is complicated. My mother
was opposed to Mileva (that’s her name) from the start. She was the only
female student in the physics classes at the Polytechnic in Switzerland where
I studied. I was the only chap attracted to her. Since she had a slight limp, the
others saw her as deformed or abnormal, I believe. But I found her Slavic
ways – how can I put this? – atypical, exotic, forbidden. As someone steeped

in literature, you must understand what I am talking about. It was erotically
stimulating. 

——Oh yes, Albert, I know exactly what you mean. That’s why I go to
brothels. Although I don’t find them satisfying.  

——Oh, that’s another aspect of life that I never explored. Never really
needed to. And your experience seems to confirm that I didn’t miss anything.
But do you want me to continue?

——Yes, if you want to. 
——I’ll try to get to the essence of the story. My mother warned me about

Mileva. Wanted me to break off the relationship. Predicted a pregnancy, if I
continued seeing her. 

——Ah ha, and she was right. Right?
——Yes, we had an illegitimate child. A girl.
——Ha ha, what did I tell you? And so, Albert. Father yelling. Mother cry-

ing. And sister, what did she do again?
——You have a strange … oh, anyway. We were married. We now have two

boys. The infant girl was left in Serbia with Mileva’s parents when she was
born. I never saw her. That’s the essence of it.

——And are you happy – in the marriage, that is?  You said Mileva was
unhappy here.

——We … uh, I don’t think Mileva would be happy anywhere. She has an
unstable disposition. Constantly complaining. I believe it was inherited.
Handed down in her family. Her sister may have to be institutionalized. I’m
afraid our younger son inherited some of it too. I do my physics to escape
from my problems. It gives me the most pleasure in life. … I see that I’ve
opened up to you more than I usually do. And why to you, who finds humour
in so many odd places? … At least you are not laughing now. 

——No, Albert, not now. But I’ll surprise you with―
——We need to retire to the next room, Franz. The speaker has begun.

(“Oh, what will he surprise me with at the next time we meet? Franz is
becoming more interesting.”)

*   *   *
In the same corner of the same room of Fanta’s salon, an evening in

September, 1911. Albert is in his same plaid, slightly more rumpled suit, with
a soft collar and black tie; and Franz in a neatly-pressed dark blue suit, with
a pointed collar and light blue tie.

——I see, Franz, that you have come to this meeting. And you are very
early, like me. I’m told that the speaker will be late in arriving. So, we can
have a long chat, since you always have to leave immediately at the end.

——Is that a good thing, Albert? 
——Well, I guess that depends on your feelings about these meetings. And

anyway, I must say that your responses to things are often unanticipated. 
——How do you find that, Albert?
——I’m not going down that questioning road with you, Franz. …

Changing the subject: you missed the last meeting where Hugo Bergmann
spoke on Zionism. It’s probably the first time I’ve thought seriously about
Zionism. At the meeting, in addition, we had a Chamber Quintet conducted
by Hugo, and with Yours Truly on first violin. … But then again, you don’t
like music – as I recall. Is that why you didn’t come?

——That might be the correct answer, Albert, if I had known about the con-
cert.

——Did you know?
——That’s a good question, isn’t it?
——Is that another question on top of the previous one, Franz?
——That’s another good question, Albert.
——How do you ever accomplish any work at Workers Insurance when you

always answer questions with other questions?  Does it ever end? 
——Well, Albert―
——Enough! … Speaking of your job, I thought of something from a pre-

vious meeting that I want to comment on. You see, I noted from our last meet-
ing the parallel between your working at your job and then writing in your
spare time (the little that you have) and me working at the Patent office and
then writing my scientific papers in my spare time. Well, do you know much
about Spinoza?

——Baruch Spinoza, Jewish philosopher in Holland in the 17th century.
Family history going back to Spain, when the Jews were expelled by the
Catholic government in 1492, just as an Italian named Columbus sailed west
looking for a shorter route to India. Yes, Spinoza’s name has come up in these
discussions now and then, along with some of the Jewish mystics and such.
… But I have not yet read anything by him. 

——Well first, he was no mystic. Far from it. He was an extreme rational-
ist, believing in deductive reasoning as a method for arriving at absolute truth
– a method modeled on Euclidean geometry. And, indeed, I read his Ethics in
the early years of the century, in a chat group (I guess you could call it that)
with two good friends. Reading Spinoza was an enlightening experience. Like
nothing ever before. I’ve read a lot of philosophers over the years: Kant (of
course), Hume, Schopenhauer, Mach, and more. It’s interesting, because after
an initial acceptance of what they say, I eventually find that I discard parts of
them, piece by piece – as I try to integrate their ideas into my work. And so,
one-by-one they fall by the wayside. Except for Spinoza. On the contrary:
more and more, he moves to the centre of my thoughts. I’m sure he’ll always
remain there. At the centre. Yes, I think I might speak to this group about him
someday soon. But you can skip that

DAVID R. TOPPER

By

(Continued on opposite page.)
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theoretical discussion. 

——Maybe I will, and maybe I will not.
We’ll see. … So, why did you bring him up?  Sorry, if that’s a question,
Albert.

——Oh yes, because of this: he too had a regular job, a lens grinder by day
and hence did his writing in the evenings. As such, he was able to do both,
like me. Why can’t you, Franz? Maybe your job is just too taxing, as I think
I said before. 

——My fictional writing is everything to me. Everything.
——I know, you even said it was more important than women – which, you

see, I did not forget.
——I am nothing but my writing.
——Nothing?
——Writing is a form of prayer.
——Where did that come from, Franz? …  But it does bring to mind that

Spinoza was excommunicated from the Jewish community where he lived.
They said his ideas were atheistic. But I don’t agree. I believe in what he said
about God, and I’m not an atheist. In fact, in my work on theoretical physics
I’m becoming more and more convinced that the rational structure of the
world corresponds to what Spinoza said: namely, that God is revealed in the
order and harmony of all that exists in the universe. So I ask myself, “If I were
God, how would I construct a universe?” 

——You will need to explain this to me, Albert. For, to me, the world is
more chaotic and irrational. No evidence of a rational order from some
omnipotent Being. 

——Well, you’re right: there is no a priori reason why the world should be
reasonable. But when you look closer, you find the order. Take this simple
example. A cannon fires a ball at a target. Using Newton’s laws, if we know
the angle of the initial trajectory, the weight of the ball, and the force of the
cannon on the ball, we can calculate how far it will travel – to a very close
approximation, realizing that friction and other real-world factors will
impinge on the exactness. Now think about what this means. We simply plug
some numbers into some equation, and manipulate this equation by the logi-
cal rules of mathematics, and then we predict the final spot where the ball
actually falls. It means that the ball in this world, as it moves across space, is
moving according to these same logical rules that the mathematical manipu-
lations are obeying – those rational rules. Hence, surprisingly, the world
exhibits an order and a harmony. And where did this come from? It had to be
built into the world at the beginning. And by whom? We call that entity God.

——You know, Albert, I never thought about that. In my science courses,
the teachers always talk only about facts – never the thinking behind it all.
Yes, I guess it is a sort of miracle that we can explain things in the world
through mathematics. That they work at all is not really a priori obvious. And
I see how you deduce God from this. I understand your logic; after all, I am
a lawyer. Although I must say I often feel that the methodology of the legal
profession has more in common with Talmudic reasoning than Greek deduc-
tion. Think of this: the structure of geometry starts with self-evident axioms,
and by logical rules mathematical truths are deduced. The Talmud produces
rules and laws for living. But, the Talmudic method would, say, start with a
text – such as a passage from the Torah – and then various scholars interpret
that text from obviously different points of view. As such, they produce a sort
of bantering around the given passage – rather like lawyers with the back &
forth banter in the court room. Accepting and rejecting oppositional opinions;
weighting and judging arguments. Often there’s not a clear right or wrong
answer. I think it’s not surprising that the lawyer profession is attractive to
Jews. In some ways, in my work at the Workers Institute, I find myself trying
to bridge this gap between these two methodologies: Greek deduction and
Jewish jousting. Do you see what I mean?

——That’s quite interesting, Franz. Never thought, nor even knew of this.
I never got as far as studying the Talmud, since I thought the Torah was a
purely fictional work written by ancient men – and not therefore worth taking
my time with. But it might be interesting to look at it from this methodologi-
cal framework, in comparison with Spinoza’s logic.

—— That’s your job, Albert, your job. … Well, right now, I’m trying to
draft an insurance policy for automobile owners, a policy that I believe will
work. There has never been such a document in Bohemia. It will be the first,
if I do it. Although I’d rather be writing fiction. 

——But Franz, if you write such a policy and more, you may, in the end,
be more famous as a lawyer than a writer. You already have a head start.
Worth thinking about? 

——No! No! That would be a disaster for me. I don’t even want to think of
it. Let’s change the topic. … So, here’s the next problem, and this brings us
back to your friend Spinoza, I think. You were speaking about the harmony of
the physical world, for want of a better term. But what about, say, the human
world – or, even the entire biological world? As I recall, the problem among
the Jewish community in Holland with Spinoza was that his rational system
seemed to eliminate what may be called a personal God. The human side of
things, you may say.

——Well, Franz, first I don’t believe in a personal God. A God who inter-
feres with the everyday course of events. That is the primitive concept of both
gods and God, from the time of primitive man. I’m modern, a scientist, and I
know better. Second, I separate the scientific world (which, as you say, deals
with facts) from the human world (which is concerned with ethics, conduct,
and codes of behavior). The first is about what is; the second is about what
should be. For this reason, I see no conflict between science and religion –
they each are about different realms in the world, or two different & distinct
worlds, if you like. 

——I guess, therefore, you would call yourself religious, but in a different

way than the conventional meaning of religious. So, for example, Albert, did
you have a Bar Mitzvah? … I did. And I was bored the entire time. A lot of
rote memory. But I’ll be going to the Yom Kippur service next month, and I
will be bored the entire time.  

——So, why do you go?
——That’s a good question.
——Oh no Franz, we are in one of your question-loops again. … Let’s get

out of it. You asked about my Bar Mitzvah. Well, here goes. Around the age
of ten or eleven, my unreligious parents had me tutored in Judaism and
Hebrew. I ate it up. I really did. In fact, I became obsessed with religion. I
made up my own prayers to God and recited them under my breath when
walking to and from school. I castigated my parents for not keeping kosher,
for not saying their daily (morning and evening) prayers, for not praying
before and after meals, and on and on. I drove my parents, … well, you get
the picture. I’m sure they were sorry that they tried this experiment with a
Jewish tutor.  

——That’s very funny. I can picture this all in my mind. Hilarious.
——Yes, Franz, I thought you would find this amusing. It fits your sense of

humour. … But around the age of twelve or so, right before my Bar Mitzvah,
I met a different Jew. A young student of medicine, whom my parents invited
to Friday night dinner – an old Jewish custom, as you know. One day he
brought me a little book on geometry – and I devoured it. It was – now that I
think about it – an enlightening experience that maybe previewed my later
enlightenment with reading Spinoza. For surely, I was enthralled by the
deductive method: that with only a few given assumptions or axioms, one
could arrive at universal truths. It was miraculous. I went on to study more
mathematics: algebra and eventfully taught myself calculus. He also brought
me popular science books, which I read profusely. … So, whereas my foray
into Judaism was a way of trying to give my life meaning, by connecting me
with something larger than my otherwise solipsistic self, this obsession with
science and math was an intellectual and emotional transformation. Now sci-
ence was my liberation from my previous obsession with only me and my
religion. I realized that beyond the self there was this vast world, which exists
independently of we human beings and which stands before us like a great,
eternal riddle, at least partially accessible to our inspection and thinking. The
objectivity of this independent, other-world freed me from the subjective
world of my personal self. It also released me from the fetters of religion,
which I came to see as mainly composed of lies, since I discovered that much
that was written in the Bible was not true. This, in turn, was coupled with a
second transformation or un-conversion, when I realized that youth is inten-
tionally being deceived by the state through lies – and, as a result, a mistrust
of every kind of authority grew out of this experience. All this happened
around the age of twelve or thirteen. And one consequence of this was, not
surprisingly – there was no Bar Mitzvah. 

——That’s quite an intellectual sweep – from religion to science through
politics. Like a series of metamorphoses. Most guys at that age are focused
mainly on sports and girls. You’re a unique chap, Albert. Did you feel each
change as being a metamorphosis?

——I did, yes, I did. But I never thought of using that terminology. But
you’re right. Good word, metamorphosis. 

——So, I guess you don’t want to go to synagogue with me and be bored
too. I must say, however, that I do often get an emotional response to the Kol
Nidre chant on erev-Yom Kippur.

——You have struck a chord, pun intended, on that. Yes, I too find that
memorable melody particularly haunting and evocative. But it’s not enough
to make me sit through an evening of otherwise – to me – meaningless prayers
from the past. My identification with Judaism – such as it is, and I must con-
fess that it is being kindled here in Prague in ways I never would have thought
– is more cultural and social, rather than religious. If you know what I mean?
The tribal business. 

——I do, I do, and that’s why I’m trying to decide which synagogue I will
attend this year: the Pinkus or Altneu synagogue?  

——Altneu synagogue? That’s a funny, concocted Yiddish word for a syn-
agogue. What? They could not decide whether it was new or old?

——Oh, actually there is a rational reason for the name – which you will
appreciate. You see, there was an original synagogue ages ago, which was just
called The Synagogue. But later, when a new one was built, they called it the
New Synagogue – and so simultaneously the other one was the Old
Synagogue. Follow me? So, then, later again another new one was built, and
so the previous one was—

——The Old-New synagogue! How logical, Franz. 
——In fact, I think Pinkus was the new one that instigated this terminolo-

gy.
——Why do we so often come back to something humorous? When I first

met you Franz, it did not occur to me that you would be a source of laughs.
You seemed so serious. But―

——Sorry Albert, we better stop there. The speaker has finally arrived. I’m
curious to see what this theosophy fellow, Rudolf Steiner, has to say. Uh, I
may come to the next meeting, just to chat with you. Do you know anything
about theosophy?

——No, but I’m curious too. And I’ll probably be at the next meeting. See
you then.

——Good Albert, maybe we’ll have a few laughs then, maybe talking more
about women. 

——Sure, Franz. (Mumbling to himself, as he leaves the room, “I’m getting
used to Franz’s foibles. And even finding him a bit amusing and more inter-
esting.)   

End of Installment #2

(Continued from page 20.)
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Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 -

2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com
Rochelle Zucker will host all segments on February

6th and 13th. On February 13th her guest will be David
Eisenstadt. They will talk about his new book - “Under
the Radar: 30 Notable Canadian Jewish Musicians”.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 

Yiddish explanation
Litvaks are known to be rational thinkers. Their

Yiddish poetry brings their cultural heritage to a new
level. Moyshe Kulbak, who was born in Smorgon and
was murdered by the Stalinists in Minsk, lived in Berlin
in the 1920s. His long poem “Childe Harold of Dysna”,
(translated by Robert Adler Peckerar, Naydus Press,
2020), based on the romantic poetry of Lord Byron, is a
marvelous modernist dystopia depicting the impossibili-
ty of Jewish life in pre-Nazi Germany. Kulbak himself
left this creative, yet dangerous artistic melting pot and
returned to Minsk, only to be murdered as a traitor in
1937. Only a Litvak can.  

Feds arrest man who allegedly sold gun
to Texas synagogue hostage-taker

Jan. 26, 2022 (JTA) — Federal agents have arrested
the man who they allege sold a gun to Malik Faisal
Akram, who held a rabbi and three congregants hostage
inside their Texas synagogue earlier this month.

Henry “Michael” Dwight Williams, 32, was not aware
of what Akram planned to do with the gun, according to
a U.S. Department of Justice release. Instead, the justice
department said, Williams told law enforcement officials
that Akram said he intended to use the gun to intimidate
someone who owed him money.

Chad Meacham, the U.S. Attorney for the Northern
District of Texas, on Tuesday, Jan. 25, charged Williams
with being a felon in possession of a firearm, according
to the release. Williams made his first appearance in
court on Wednesday.

Williams was previously convicted of aggravated
assault with a deadly weapon and attempted possession
of a controlled substance. As someone who was previ-
ously convicted of a felony, Williams is not allowed to
possess a firearm.

According to the release, law enforcement tracked
Williams through cell phone records. Under interroga-
tion, Williams admitted selling the Taurus G2C pistol to
Akram at a Dallas intersection on Jan 13, two days
before the 11-hour hostage crisis in Colleyville, a suburb
of Fort Worth, the release said.

The crisis ended when Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker
threw a chair at Akram and the hostages fled the build-
ing. FBI agents entered the building, and Akram died in
the ensuing conflict.

Akram, a British Muslim, sought the release of a
Pakistani Muslim woman serving 86 years at a prison
near the synagogue for terrorism.

Henry “Michael” Dwight Williams (left)
allegedly sold a gun to Malik Faisal Akram



By SIMONE COHEN SCOTT
Jan. 16, 2022 Jerusalem

These past months in Jerusalem were differ-
ent than other years when I’ve had a foot
in both Israel and Canada. For one thing,

this time I used a travel agency instead of my
usual CheapOair website.   A good thing too, as
I was a document short checking in, and was told
I could only get as far as Toronto.  A quick call
to my travel wizard fixed that.  

At first, none of the answers as to where I’d be
staying, triggered her computer...until she
remembered that a client going to Turkey had
been asked which hotel near the airport  he’d
stay at upon arrival.  Naming a similar hotel for
me did the trick.  Upon landing in Tel Aviv, hotel
or not, I boarded a Sherut to my apartment, no
questions asked.  

Another thing different, in early 2021, with
Covid first setting in, I was attending Ulpan
daily.  My classes were a stone’s throw from the
city centre with its hustle and bustle of street
musicians, buskers, open kiosks, bars, art gal-
leries, and so on.  This year my bus didn’t go
near the Ulpan.  Why not?  Construction!
Something is happening on King David Street.  I
hope its elegance won’t be compromised.

I’m pretty much done with Ulpan anyway.  I have a mental block about
languages, beginning with French and German.  I’ll never speak Hebrew
coherently, but now I sure have fun reading Torah.  For me that’s the impor-
tant thing, as my Jerusalem apartment is situated among English speaking
olim.  Mostly from Commonwealth countries, they bring back memories of
elementary school, when England seemed much nearer than the
States........before television brought America into our living rooms. We
learned to sing ‘Land of Hope and Glory’, and admired (and respected) the
royal children.  

Actually, I’m fascinated by the British way of doing Jewish.  I’m invited
quite often by neighbours for Shabbat lunch.  (Kiddish after Shul is not a
given, like here.)  We begin at noon, formerly a table full of guests but now
just a few of us, with singing, Kaddish, motzi, appetizers, soup, schnapps,
entrees, salad,.....more singing, Dvar Torah with everyone participating,
then liqueur or scotch, dessert, tea, and finally Birchat HaMazon.  We part
and go home.  By this time it’s ‘way after three and during these short days
one can barely squeeze in the Shabbat Shloff.

There’s construction in my neighbourhood too, including a renovation
upstairs.  My charming building is becoming gentrified....uh, oh!  Sunday
through Thursday, at 7 am sharp, drilling begins on the main street at the
corner.  This is recent.  It seems the neighbourhood is going upscale.  Two
or three storey mega mansions are adding three or more floors; charming
cottages are being replaced by seven floor or so apartment buildings.
Construction seems to be one industry that is avoiding shut-downs and pro-
viding jobs.  It makes sense to polish up my neighbourhood; it’s one of the
most convenient residential areas in the city.  Back when I was too shy or
intimidated to use the transit system, I would walk everywhere: the Old
City, the new city (just called ‘the city’), Zion Square, City Hall, Emek
Rephaim, Talpiot, German Colony, Greek Colony, Rehavia, Talbiya, Mea
Shearim, Abu Tor, Bus Depot, Jerusalem Theatre, Israel Museum,
Cinemateque, Ramat Gan Campus, Knesset, San Simeon Monastery.

Let me tell you about the San Simeon Monastery.  It played a key part in
the War of Independence, as did the whole area where I live.   My neigh-
bourhood, in fact, is called Old Katamon, the word Katamon derived from
Greek and meaning ‘by the  monastery’.  Originally built of stone and earth
in the 7th century, it is believed to be the site of the tomb of Simeon, who,
according to the New Testament Gospel of Luke, was the first to recognize
the infant Jesus. Through the centuries various structures continued to be
built or maintained on the site, ostensibly by the Greek Orthodox Church,
which ultimately owned the entire area.  

Fast forward to 1914 and the Church began to sell off parcels of land to
wealthy Palestinian Christians.  A plot could be purchased for 5 Qirsh down
and 5 Qirsh per week to a max of 5000 Qirsh, states a newspaper ad of that
year.  And so, during the British Mandate period, gorgeous mansions were
being built, and countries were locating their consulates in Katamon.  (A
few still remain, Italy’s for example.)  At that time, only a couple of the
streets in the area had names.  Brass plates on homes and buildings stated
the name of the owner or institution, and  this method sufficed as an

address.   

After the War of
Independence, streets
were named after peo-
ple or events that fig-
ured in Israel’s recent
past or history.  To
illustrate, the busy
main drag at the corner
where I live, now
complete with strip
mall, etc., was named
Palmach, an acronym
in Hebrew for ‘strike
force’.  The Palmach
was an elite fighting
force, (read tactical
combat), developed in 1941, to handle two potential threats; firstly, to
counter the possible occupation of Palestine by the Axis in case the British
lost in North Africa, and secondly, to defend Jewish communities if the
British army were to retreat from Palestine leaving its Jews subject to
attack from Arab forces.  Which is what happened.

The Katamon area was not within the Partition offering to the Jews by the
United Nations, but the monastery, being on high ground, was being used
by Arab military forces to observe and attack Jewish convoys and commu-
nities.   The Harel Brigade, a division of the Palmach, was ordered to begin
an assault, gradually moving upwards from where the Museum of Islamic
Art is now located.  This is considered one of the key battles of the War of
Independence.   The story goes that the Arabs sought help from surround-
ing villagers and from Jordanian troops, to no avail, and so eventually
abandoned the monastery, and thus the neighbourhood, to the nascent state. 

For one reason or another, as one would expect with war raging all
around, the mansions were abandoned.  (Back in the ‘60s my husband and
I visited his friend, a Time Magazine representative, who lived on the top
floor of one of those mansions.  He and his family were there by virtue of
him paying ‘key money’ to the owner, a general practice among some at the
time.)  The monastery, by the way, is now a home for disabled seniors,
staffed by volunteers who live in and are paid a stipend.  The building is
surrounded by a beautiful public park, great for kids, dogs, basketball and
ping pong.

My place in Old Katamon is in the recently developed basement of one
of the lovely mansions.  The three floors of this family home were divided
- back in the early 1950s, into six apartments, a couple of which have been
or are in the process of being renovated.  At the opposite end of my street,
about a twenty minute walk away, is the family home of former Prime
Minister Netanyahu, who, I understand is using it once again.
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Powell Property Group
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’By the Monastery’ in Jerusalem

Approach to Simone’s Jersualem 
apartmentin Katamon, meaning

“by the monastery” in Greek



Here’s one for
the Monty
Python gang:

Remember those blue
& white tin boxes -
from the Jewish
National Fund - the
ones passed around
the classroom or
placed on some hard-

to-get upper kitchen shelf - for collecting pen-
nies and nickels for tree planting in Israel?  

Our collective efforts paid off.  Over 250 million trees were planted dur-
ing the 20th century - with Israel being the only country ending the centu-
ry with more trees then when it started, and…we had a 50 year handicap.
That’s a lot of small change!  Well, it may be time to reboot those JNF tin
boxes - as our tree planting efforts are being thwarted in the Negev - by the
Bedouins who, unable to see the forest for the trees, claim Israel is usurp-
ing their land… for tree planting.  Hopefully, Knesset Member and Ra’am
leader Mansour Abbas - who basically represents the Bedouins and who is
the trailblazer for this government’s national reconciliation and cooperation
efforts - will climb down from his tree of dissent to find a compromise

solution for the greening of the Negev.   Lots of absurdity here and got’ta
love those tin boxes. 

++++
Other fodder for Monty Python:  There are no four-way stop intersections

in Israel - avoids everyone claiming they arrived at the intersection first as
they wonder how a 4-car pileup happened.  Nor can you make a right turn
on red - with Israelis arguing over right of way despite a glaring red traffic
light.  Not even sure there is a Hebrew word for ‘yield’.  Israelis are just
too aggressive and impatient for such road niceties.  As for lines - you’ll
find many half empty (or full; is something half empty or half-full?) shop-
ping carts waiting their turn at the grocery store checkout aisles - with the
harried shoppers running about the aisles searching for the that ‘one last
item’ - returning to their cart every so often to dump the goods, check on
their cart’s progress and running off again for another final item… and
jumping the queue at the bank or health clinic or some government office.
Israelis will elbow ahead by claiming they have only a quick question.
Twenty minutes later they are still arguing about the answer.  And now the
government seriously expects the nation to self-test and self-isolate in its
battle against COVID.  Good luck to us!  And good luck with this skit, John
Cleese.

++++
It’s not all craziness.  Israelis are

very particular about their assigned
movie theatre seat - a ticket stub
with row and seat number.  No tam-
pering with that.  If you sit in the
wrong seat and the ticket holder
shows up - invariably late, you will
politely - yes, politely - be asked to
check your ticket and move to your
seat…even if, as is invariably the
case in our current Covid environ-
ment, the theater is mainly empty.
You could be the only other party in
the theater - and you’ll be asked to
move - even if it’s only one seat
over.  This one is for you, Terry
Gilliam.

++++
Meanwhile, Tel Aviv made

impressive strides in creating clearly
delineated bike and scooter lanes on
their sidewalks.  The special lanes
are clearly outlined - even having
dotted or solid lines for passing.
And, true to Israeli aggressiveness
and impatience, if you’re walking -
don’t stray into these lanes:  You will
be run off the path - without mercy.
No yielding (Hebrew translation?)
And those ring-a-ding bells - like the
kind we used to screw on to the high
rise handle bars in our 1970s banana
seat bikes?  They are the Israeli bell
of choice these days.  And you won’t
hear that ring until the bike crashes
into you - and the tire rubber rips
against your skin.  Have fun with
this one, Eric Idle.

++++
And now for something complete-

ly different: A downed Hezbollah
drone was found with its memory
card installed and intact…identify-
ing the drone operatives - including
pictures and car license plate num-
bers - just in case the drone was mis-
placed, I guess.  And no, the drone
operators are not from the Monty
Python ensemble.

Regards from Israel,
Bruce

Contact Bruce at
rfi91blog@gmail.com
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And Now for Something Completely Different

Join Our Exciting Team!
JNF Manitoba/Saskatchewan Seeks
Office Administrator

Historically, the Jewish National Fund of Canada has served as the caretaker of

the land of Israel. This mission took the role of planting trees, building water

reservoirs, preparing land for new communities, and building parks and bicycle

trails. More recently, JNF Canada has taken on projects to build the social

infrastructure of the land of Israel for the benefit of the People of Israel. We have

partnered with a variety of Israeli NGO’s to build infrastructure to benefit

vulnerable populations such as youth-at-risk, victims of domestic abuse, children

with special needs, veterans and the disadvantaged. We are Building the

Foundations of Israel’s Future.

Under the direction of the Executive Director, the Office Administrator will assist 
in the following:

• Campaigns, appeals and events

• Liaises with donors

• Fulfills donor requests: tributes and inscriptions

• Maintains spreadsheets and accuracy of donor database 

• Data Entry

• Fiduciary responsibilities for Manitoba/Saskatchewan; contact with 

 bookkeeper/Banking

• First point of contact with internal and external stakeholders  

• Coordinating campaigns and logistics for all events

Experience and Skills Required: 

• 2+ years experience in a similar role  

• Understanding of and familiarity with local Jewish community  

• Knowledge of JNF and our campaigns  

• Excellent verbal and written skills in English  

• Strong working knowledge of Microsoft Office  

• Experience with Raiser’s Edge an asset  

• Self Starter

To apply for this position, please submit your resume and cover letter in confidence

to: David Greaves - Executive Director, david.greaves@jnf.ca

Only those selected for an interview will be contacted. Thank you for your interest.

REGARDS FROM ISRAEL

By

BRUCE BROWN


