
By BERNIE BELLAN

With the decision
by the provin-
cial government

to require online learning in all classrooms for stu-
dents from K-12 from January 10-14, Gray
Academy was well positioned to implement what
it began to refer to as “Gray Away” when it was
first introduced in May 2020. As well, the school
has also taken steps to provide all parents of stu-
dents in JK-6 with test kits that the parents are
being asked to administer every three days begin-
ning January 16. ‘“Gray Away” was reintroduced
this past week, from kindergarten to Grade 12,”
Lori Binder, Head of School at Gray Academy,
said during a phone interview.

“Our junior kindergarten students have been able to remain on site,” Lori
added, “since JK falls under early learning child care.”

As well, similar to all other schools in the province, Lori noted that “we
are supporting children of critical service workers or those students who
need supports. We’ve had about 80 kids in the building even during Gray
Away. Most of those kids have been K-6, along with junior kindergarten –
and just a sprinkling in the high school.”

“All teachers have been on site, so remote learning was taught from the
school…Even though we were made aware [remote learning] was a possi-
bility, before vacation was over, staff got together in a Zoom meeting to be
prepared for the transition.”

As well, Lori added, “prior to break we sent stuff home with kids because
Omicron was spreading – so at least we were able to prepare most of our
students to have their belongings they needed for learning.”

Something else that the school will be able to give students is rapid test
kits for all students (including those in JK) up to Grade 6. Lori noted that
the province had supplied the school with sufficient quantities (five tests
per student) of rapid test kits for all students in K-6 to be tested every three
days. With school set to resume in person on January 17, parents are to pick
up the test kits on Sunday, January 16.

As well, Lori noted, “We were given a supply of tests from BB Camp”
that had been left over following the summer session of that camp. Those
tests were given to parents and have been used for students in Junior
Kindergarten, so that they, could also be tested every three days. The test
kits were also made available for Critical Care Workers whose children
were in school the week of January 10-14 for in person learning.

Parents of all students in JK-6 are being asked to administer tests to their
children prior to the resumption of in person learning as an additional layer
to mitigate the risk of the spread of COVID upon their return. With five
rapid tests for each student to take every three days, this will help for the
first two weeks back after the long break from in person learning.

As far as test kits for kids in 7-12 are concerned, Lori said the province
did not provide schools with kits to send home as high school-aged stu-
dents are eligible to be vaccinated. At Gray Academy, students aged 12 and
up are all fully vaccinated. (Still, in light of the Omicron variant infecting
fully vaccinated individuals, I wonder whether the province might now be
giving consideration to giving students who may have received two vac-
cines test kits as well? Anyone under 18 is not eligible for a booster shot in
Canada, although they could be in the U.S.)

I asked Lori when was the last time Gray Academy had been forced to
implement remote learning?

“It was May and June of 2021,” she answered.
When Gray Academy first introduced “Gray Away” in March 2020, how-

ever, it was for all students, including Junior Kindergarten. Since then,

there’s been the clear realiza-
tion that “learning remotely is
not effective for three and four-
year-olds,” Lori explained.

As it was when remote learn-
ing was first introduced almost

two years ago, classes are structured similar to how they would be in
person, with breaks structured into schedules. “In elementary it’s
tweaked just a little bit so that there’s more time to move around
between classes,” Lori added.

I wondered, when school began in the fall, whether Gray Academy
was still maintaining the strict protocols that had been in force all last
school year, i.e., social distancing, students remaining in cohorts, no
movement of students between classrooms (with teachers moving
instead from class to class)?

Lori said that Gray Academy had been adhering to stricter rules than
were nominally dictated by the province. When school began in the fall,
she explained, “schools were in ‘Yellow’; we were operating a little closer
to ‘Orange. For example, our staff were in medical grade masks since
September. Our students in elementary have been cohorted and had two
metres between
their desks.
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Gray Academy pivots to online learning – for one week,
then back to in-person learning

LORI BINDER
Head of School,
Gray Academy

(Continued on page 3. See “Gray Academy”.)

Simkin Centre update: 20 Residents, 
31 staff members test positive for Covid

In our January 5 issue we
reported that the Simkin Centre
had reported a renewed outbreak
of Covid at the Centre, beginning
with the first newly reported case
on December 22nd.

Since then we have been fol-
lowing the Simkin Centre’s regular reporting of new cases and steps the
Centre has been taking to deal with the outbreak on the Centre’s Facebook
page.

In turn, we have been providing regular updates on our own website,
offering summaries of what the Simkin Centre Facebook page has been
reporting.

Here is the most recent update we reported on our  website - on Monday
morning, January 17:

“A total of 20 Residents have tested positive for Covid. Of those 20, 15
have recovered. The remainder are in the Covid isolation unit. In addition,
two more staff have tested positive, bringing the total number of staff who
have tested positive to 31. Twenty-six of the staff have returned to work.”

As well, the Simkin Centre Facebook page had this note of caution: “We
continue to advise that designated caregivers from Weinberg 3 are wel-
come to visit at their own risk. Please ensure proper PPE use, including
donning and staffing of gowns.”

In a January 10 post to its Facebook page, the Simkin Centre noted that
“During a one week period the Simkin Centre has had more staff test pos-
itive than the entire period of our outbreak in wave 2. Unfortunately, as
with wave 2, Shared Health/WRHA were not able to provide staffing assis-
tance at our most critical time of need due to staffing shortages across the
healthcare sector...Despite there being a decrease from a 10 to 5 day isola-
tion period for staff positive Covid cases, staff are not always ready to
return to work. We are incredibly grateful to have the ongoing support of
dedicated volunteers, designated family caregivers and students.”
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Music ‘N’ Mavens has revised its schedule to contin-
ue to offer Winnipeg’s foremost daytime concert and
speaker series. 

Traditionally, Music ‘N’ Mavens has been a series
which alternates between concerts and speakers
throughout the run of the season. Due to the ongoing
pandemic, the 2022 edition will be divided into two
components: a virtual speaker series followed by a con-
cert series live in person at the Rady JCC.

The Music ‘N’ Mavens Virtual Speaker Series will
run from January 25 until February 15. Patrons will be able to enjoy 7
speaking presentations all from the comfort of their own home via ZOOM.

The Music ‘N’ Mavens Concert Series, featuring 10 live in-person con-
certs will take place in the Berney Theatre at the Rady JCC from February
22 till March 24. 

All virtual and concert programs begin at 2:00 p.m. 

The schedule of Music ‘N’ Mavens live concert presentations is subject
to change as per provincial health rules. 

Full and Mini Concert passes are the best opportunity for savings. Once
again tickets to all concerts are available online by visiting
www.radyjcc.com 

Admittance to speaker presentation is FREE and advance registration is
required by emailing Shira at snewman@radyjcc.com 

MUSIC ‘N’ MAVENS SPEAKER SERIES: 
Tuesday January 25. Dr. Orysia Kulick teaches in the departments of

Political Studies and German and Slavic Studies at the University of
Manitoba. “Lukashenko: What Is He Thinking?” aims to clarify the evolv-
ing situation in Poland and Belarus, involving the migrants from the
Middle East. 

Thursday January 27. “Second-Hand Intrigue: A Third-Generation
Treasure-Hunter Talks Shop.” Laurie Lam co-wrote an essay for the

Winnipeg Free Press with Ingeborg Boyens, whose
photo albums she found in a North End thrift shop.
The experience made her think about a lifetime of
second-hand shopping, and the unexpected connec-
tions that come with rescuing the discarded objects
of the world.

Tuesday February 1. Join us for”Coffee Chat with
Genny B.” Genny Sacco-Bak’s goal is to promote
the rich and diverse coffee culture and community
in Winnipeg and Manitoba, highlighting Manitoba
small-batch roasters.

Thursday February 3. “The Art of Being Funny.” Doug Speirs’ humour
column, “In the Doug House,” appeared in the pages of the Winnipeg Free
Press three times a week starting in 2006. He was known for columns on
quirky news events, insights on raising teenagers, helpful insights on the
key differences between men and women, and his penchant for spending up
to three hours floating in the bathtub.

Tuesday February 8.  “Manitoba’s Polar Bears in a Changing Climate.”
Dr. Stephen Petersen has been a wildlife biologist for more than 20 years
and the Director of Conservation and Research for Assiniboine Park Zoo
for the last 10 years. His department has been conducting research in
Churchill for almost a decade. 

Thursday February 10. “Historic Crisis and Protest in Indian Agriculture:
Whither India?” Radhika Desai, Professor, Department of Political Studies,
University of Manitoba, will address the political economy of the farmers’
protests.

Tuesday February 15. “Rediscovering Roostertown.” In his 23 years with
CBC Winnipeg (and his 33 years with CBC nationally) Terry MacLeod
established himself as a respected, informed, inquisitive and compassion-
ate presence. Terry will be joined by Darrell Sais, special Roostertown
guest, for this presentation. 

MUSIC ‘N’ MAVENS CONCERT SERIES:
Tuesday February 22. “The Clarinet Summit”, featuring Schultz &

Gomon.    After over 25 years of sharing a passion for the clarinet, Myron
Schultz and Naoum Gomon made it official by creating “The Clarinet
Summit”! Join the duo as they explore a varied repertoire of classical and
traditional music.

Thursday February 24. “Casati” is a folk trio made up of Grace Hrabi,
Jesse Popeski, and Quintin Bart. These three graduates of the University of
Manitoba’s Jazz Studies program have put together the program with a 50s
and 60s flair, featuring Elvis Presley, The Beatles, and other artists that you
are sure to want to sing along to! 

Tuesday March 1. “The Clara Trio” features Minna Rose Chung, cello,
Kerry DuWors, violin, and Katherine Dowling, piano. “The Singing Spirit”
features the work of Ludwig van Beethoven, Clara Schumann, Marjan
Mozetich, Robert Schumann, and Felix Mendelssohn; extraordinary artists
who created at the springtime of Romanticism. 

Thursday March 3. “Ego Spank” is comprised of Gilles Fournier, Murray
Pulver, and Daniel Roy. “Apples to Oranges”- hits from the 60s to the 80s
reimagined takes famous hits and makes them sound even better than the
originals! 

Tuesday March 8. Have you ever heard The Beatles played on the harp?
How about Queen or Pearl Jam? In this program, “Pops on the Harp”,
Samantha Ballard will take you on a journey of pop music through the
ages, showing you a new side to the songs you know and love.

Thursday March 10. “Connie Gitlin and Friends” features Connie Gitlin,
clarinet, (from Vancouver) joined by local Klezmer celebrities Shayla Fink,
piano and Kinzey Posen, bass. Connie, Shayla and Kinzey will be per-
forming music from the rich folkloric tradition of The Klezmer Clarinet.

Tuesday March 15. “The Monika Wall Ensemble” takes the stage “In
Celebration of Nina Simone”. With Jonathan Alexiuk, piano, Richard
Gillis, trumpet, Mitchell Mozdzen, bass, and Jim Johnston, drums, this
concert showcases the bluesy gospel melodies of Nina Simone.

Thursday March 17. “Dirty Catfish Brass Band” will take us on “A Trip
to New Orleans”. The crew strives to pay homage to the New Orleans tra-
dition by giving it a new audience in an unsuspecting locale. But mostly,
they just want you on your feet. 

Tuesday March 22. “Indian City” is a seven-piece folk-pop band captur-
ing the spirit and pulse of a vibrant Indigenous culture. Featuring four
vocalists, with piano, bass, guitar, drums, and violin, this group teaches
about their culture through song.

Thursday March 24. “Sir Luc and The Dukes” closes the season with
“Soul, Funk, and a little bit of Motown”. Billed as a jazz fusion dance band
that performs funk soul and R&B, expect to hear the songs of Stevie
Wonder and Marvin Gaye amongst other great musicians. 

The Rady JCC is grateful to our sponsors for the 2022 Music ‘N’ Mavens
series: Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts, The Asper Foundation,
Winnipeg Arts Council, Manitoba Arts Council, Lampe Family Fund,
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, United Way, Winnipeg Free Press, The
Jewish Post & News, and Classic 107. 
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Community news

“In high school this year, because
all students were fully vaccinated
(which, we noted back in September,
made Gray Academy one of only two

high schools which required that all students be vaccinated, the other being
the University of Winnipeg Collegiate) – in late November it was the first
time students began to move around the school again. That was an amaz-
ing, refreshing thing for our high school students - being able to move from
class to class. For instance, they were actually able to take biology in the
biology lab, rather than the biology teacher coming to them.”

It was around the same time that “the library reopened for the first time,
singing started again – with masks on. That was before Omicron landed in
Manitoba.”

I wondered whether there had been any cases of COVID in Gray
Academy since the pandemic took hold here back in March 2020?

“From March 2020 to December 22, 2021, we had one case,” Lori
answered.

“Then the school closed on December 22 for winter break; that’s when
Omicron was sort of bubbling, and Friday, December 24 we started to
receive reports of cases among individuals who had been at school. Even
though we were on break we wanted to follow the protocols and commu-
nicate with our families. We reported to the (appropriate) grade and to the
school that there was a positive case. Between December 22 and 10 days
following, we reported on 15 cases after school closed which, in light of
Omicron, is not surprising.”

“There was no indication of spread among those cases. They were sprin-
kled here and there, mostly in elementary, which again is not surprising,
since our high school students and all staff are fully vaccinated.”

“Our goal was to keep our school community healthy by informing fam-
ilies of any potential exposure.”

I wanted to once again remind readers what the overall consequence was
of requiring that all students aged 12 and up be vaccinated prior to the start
of the school year in September, so I asked Lori whether there had been
any further developments insofar as parents pulling their children from the
school because they didn’t want to have them vaccinated.

Lori responded that the figures she reported to me back in September had
remained the same: A total of only 11 families with 20 children who had
been enrolled in Gray Academy last school year had withdrawn their chil-
dren from the school as a result of the vaccination requirement.

Further, Lori reported that there had been complete compliance among
staff with regard to getting vaccinated.

Given the uncertainty about students returning to in school education, I
suggested to Lori that the most she and her staff can do is plan five days at
a time.

“That’s right,” she said. “Five days at a time.”

Rady JCC revised schedule for Music ‘N’ Mavens 2022

Gray Academy
(Continued from page 1.)



Is there anything else that I can add to the con-
stant stream of often conflicting information
that we’re receiving on Covid-19?

Are we simply destined to “learn to live with
it”, as the majority of political leaders around the
world now seem to be saying? Is saying that an
admission of defeat or is it simply a reflection of
the fact that no one has any real idea what’s in
store for all of us?

For my part, I’m not quite ready to “learn to live with it” – and neither
are a good many of the individuals whom I know. I’m fortunate because
I’m a senior now – with no kids still living at home (although we do have
one kid who does like to return home when he’s run out of other options).

And, other than going to the store occasionally – and delivering Meals on
Wheels for the Gwen Secter Centre, I’ve been safely consigned to my own
home where I actually spend a good part of my time in my basement work-
ing on this paper.

So, am I safe? Who knows – especially when one reads that “we’re all
going to come in contact with the virus at some point,” maybe without real-
izing that we’re even carrying it. But I’m not the only one in this sort of sit-
uation. Is everyone else who’s lucky enough to be able to minimize con-
tacts beyond very brief sojourns to a store still liable to get the virus? My
wife and I have also avoided going to restaurants almost entirely – ever
since Covid first emerged here in March 2020.

In writing this I’m taking a leaf from Paul Samyn, editor of the Winnipeg
Free Press, who’s been giving very personal accounts on a regular basis in
updates he posts to the internet of his own experiences dealing with life in
a Covid world.

I don’t think though that what I’ve been going through is all that harrow-
ing – especially when I think now of what’s in store for families with
school age children. By the time you read this we should be receiving ini-
tial reports of what the situation is like in schools, not just here in
Manitoba, but everywhere in Canada where, despite the inevitability of
Covid spreading like wildfire in schools, the decision has been made every-
where to “learn to live with it”.

Most of us have some connection to school age children, whether it’s as
relatives or simply as acquaintances. I can well understand the desire of
parents and their children to return to in-person learning, but I can also
understand the dread that most of those parents and children will be expe-
riencing wondering who’s next to get Covid?

And yes, it certainly does seem that the Omicron variant is far less harm-
ful than the Delta variant or the other variants that also preceded Delta, but
it’s as if we’re all in some sort of horrible lottery situation where some of
us are not going to emerge unscathed if we were to come down with Covid.

In my report about the steps that Gray Academy has taken in dealing with
the virus, once again I mention how successful that school has been to this
point in keeping its entire school population – both students and staff, safe.
But, as Head of School Lori Binder told me when I spoke with her on
January 7, soon after school was out for the annual winter break, she
received reports of 15 cases of Omicron infections among students who
were, at that point, home for the holidays.

I suppose all that anyone
who’s got kids in school can
do now is sit back and wait
for the inevitable reports of
Covid circulating in their
schools.

I did ask a representative of
Gray Academy whether the
school was considering
allowing parents to keep
their kids at home and take
classes online – through the
school’s very sophisticated
online learning “Gray Away”
platform, but I was told that
would not be an option.

I’m wondering though,
how many parents will sim-
ply decide that discretion is
the better part of valor and
decide on their own to keep
their kids out of school,
rather than face the almost
inevitable certainty that their
kids will not only get Covid
themselves, they’ll bring it
into their households and
infect everyone else in that
household. I know that I

would probably do that.
If, as seems to be the trend in areas where the Omicron variant hit hard

earlier on, such as South Africa and, as has just been reported, New York
City as well, once it hits its peak the Omicron variant begins to climb down
rapidly, does it not make more sense to continue exercising extreme cau-
tion and not expose oneself more than is absolutely necessary to getting
Covid – even if for the most part Omicron causes far less damage to indi-
viduals than say the Delta variant has?

Again, I’m lucky; I’m relatively safe where I am. I don’t work in a store
or anywhere where I’m almost certain to come into contact with someone
carrying the virus, never mind working in a hospital. And, despite the fact
my wife works in health care, for the most part she is able to avoid coming
into contact with anyone other than her co-workers – who are all being
extremely careful, she tells me, in wearing proper protective gear, includ-
ing N95 or KN95 masks while at work. 

But enough about Covid. I rather envy those individuals who tell me they
don’t listen to or read the news. Although they have an idea what’s going
on in the world around them they say that it’s too depressing to think about
what’s happening so they simply avoid as much as possible paying atten-
tion to the news. I certainly know whereof I speak, because I have a cou-
ple of kids who think like that. Are they divorced from reality? Absolutely.
Are they in a better frame of mind than news junkies like me? Who knows?
But, in their deliberate and blissful ignorance of what’s happening in the
world – like so many others in their peer groups, maybe they’re better off
psychologically.

Speaking of avoiding dealing with depressing news – and here I’m not
talking about a substantial portion of the American public (Can you believe
it if you’re watching an indoor sporting event in the States where arenas are
filled to the rafters and no one is wearing masks?) – this issue, like almost
all other issues of this paper, offers readers an assortment of stories that
have nothing to do with the daily news cycle.

Sure, I try to insert stories from various news services that are current, but
what I’ve found over the years is that this newspaper can serve as a forum
for writers who have interesting stories to tell. When I say that, I’m not sug-
gesting that The Jewish Post & News is a literary journal by any means.
That would be pretentious.

But, from time to time I receive stories from writers who suggest that
their stories might be of interest to our readers. I was flattered, for instance,
to have received two articles in the past little while from Dr. Phil Berger,
whose writing has been published in newspapers with much larger reader-
ships than ours, including the Globe and Mail and the Toronto Star. Phil
told me that he could have sent what he sent to me to either of those papers
– and they would have published his pieces.

But, he said, he’s tired of dealing with the vitriolic responses that his
pieces in those papers have almost always engendered in the past – often
descending to the level of vicious personal attacks. Instead, he said to me,
he’d prefer that his pieces be published in this paper – also on our website.
It’s not to say that they wouldn’t be widely read; both his pieces have
received an enormous number of hits on our website. It’s rather that, so far
at least, we haven’t received any emails denouncing Phil for betraying his
past position as a “progressive”, as he noted he would have considered
himself to be in his last piece in our paper. It’s not to say that our website
isn’t widely read; it receives on average 10,000 hits a month. It’s just that,
from what I am able to discern, readers on our website are not the sort to
engage in the kind of angry discussion that is typical of so many websites.
For the most part, anyone interested in responding to something they read
in this paper on our website sends me an email. Someone composing an
email usually thinks fairly deliberately about what they’re writing – unlike
many of the individuals who post comments on the internet.

When it comes to vicious attacks, while you can see those sorts of thing
on Twitter all the time, also in the comments sections of any large media
outlet online, this is The Jewish Post & News, after all. I know that I hear
from readers who tell me they wring their hands in despair after reading
another very right wing column from Myron Love, for instance, but for the
most part they don’t take pen to paper and vent their spleens – as is all too
often the custom online or in letters to the editor of major dailies.

Thus, in this issue, we have some very long and thoughtful pieces by
writers who have taken the time to write stories specifically aimed at our
audience. If you read the pieces by John Ginsburg and David Topper in this
issue, for instance, you’ll see that they’ve composed imaginative stories
that, while they would be considered fiction, are both based on reimagin-
ing of actual events that took place.

We also have the first part of a two-part piece by Jon Van Der Veen, a
young man who first began writing for this paper a couple of summers ago
on a regular basis, but from whom I hadn’t heard in quite some time. 

I’m happy to receive unsolicited articles or stories from anyone who
thinks they might be of interest to our readers. It’s not easy getting stories
published these days, and even when I may not be familiar with the names
of some of the senders of those stories, I’m glad to be able to let this paper
serve as a platform for writers.
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Editorial/comment

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN



Historically, some of the worst enemies of
the Jewish People have been former Jews
who chose to throw in their lot with Jewish

oppressors. 
In the early Middle Ages, they were former Jews

who had converted to Christianity and – in order
to demonstrate their bonafides – often led the per-
secution of their former community.

In the early days of Communism in Russia,
some of the most fervent believers were former

Jews, some of whom took the lead in persecuting other Jews in order to
demonstrate their commitment to their new “religion”. They later would
learn that enthusiasm for prosecuting “enemies of the people” didn’t save
them from also later being named as “enemies of the people”-  and suffer-
ing the consequences.

In our modern era, one group of fervid Jewish apostates consists of those
who have chosen to join the hordes of leftist/Marxists calling for the
destruction  of the Jewish State of Israel and persecution of Jews in the
West who insist on publically supporting Israel – in particular when it
comes to the university milieu.

One recent example – the 140 or so Canadian Jewish professors (see the
last issue of The Jewish Post & News opinion piece by Philip Berger, which
is also online at www.jewishpostandnews.ca) who want to overturn the
new International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition of anti-
semitism that incorporates singling out Israel above all other nations for
condemnation, as well as promoting lies about the Jewish State.  The poor
dears are afraid that they will be forced to mute their anti-Israel bleatings.

Then there is this commentary published on the Jewish News Syndicate
webpage by JNS editor Jonathan Tobin on January 3 that reinforces the the-
sis of this piece.  Tobin began his commentary about “anti-Zionist Jews”
who worship at the altar of “Palestinianism” with a tale of “a far-left pub-
lication” (in his words) – Jewish Currents – originally a Communist rag
(see reference above to Bolshevik Jews – that recently issued “a formal
apology to its readers for accepting an advertisement from the Dorot
Fellowship for a 10-month-long fellowship program for American Jews in
Israel.

The Dorot Fellowship, Tobin pointed out, is a “progressive” organization
that channels younger Jews into anti-Israel “Jewish” groups such as J.
Street. “The mere fact that this program took place in Israel was enough to
generate a backlash against the magazine,” Tobin noted. “Within a day, its
editor issued a public apology claiming that the ad was “not in line with the
magazine’s values” and had somehow “not been vetted properly.” That
seemed to imply that the “values” of Jewish Currents consist of support for
boycotts of Israel.”

While people who read Jewish Currents are a tiny minority of American
Jewry, Tobin noted, “anti-Zionism is becoming less of an outlier position if
not altogether respectable among Jewish elites in fields like journalism,
something that is reflected constantly in the pages of publications like The
New York Times.

“Jews who think, like so many anti-Semites, that one Jewish state on the
planet is one too many are setting themselves up for disappointment,” he
cautioned. “The nearly 7 million Jews who live in Israel aren’t about to
acquiesce to their extinction of their state. But the notion that a two-state
solution involving the creation of what would actually be a second inde-
pendent Palestinian state, along with the one in all but name currently ruled
by Hamas in Gaza, is no more realistic than Beinart’s fantasies about the
end of Zionism.”

There is also a piece by Dr. Shmuel Katz in the January 10th edition of
Arutz Sheva looking into the “radical agendas of anti-Israel Jews”.  “For
several problematic reasons and for no real benefit to the international
community, the State of Israel and the Jewish people have become the
punching bag of many entities across the globe,” he noted.

After identifying the usual suspects, Katz hones in on the “need for self-
absorbed individuals and political leaders to convince themselves that they
are doing something good by bashing Israel and the Jewish people.
Unfortunately, these problematic individuals and organizations include too
many oblivious Jewish leaders, students, and others.

“It seems that these Jewish people, even the well-connected and influen-
tial ones, are afraid of, or intimidated by, internationally aggressive pro-
moters of anti-Israeli and anti-Jewish agendas,” Katz suggested. “They are
likely justifying their positions with irrational considerations. Perhaps they
assume that if they stand against their own people and give away real
national treasures and territorial integrity, they will earn some benefit or
respect from vicious Jew haters and Israel haters.

In one of his last public appearances just prior to his assassination, the
late great civil rights leader, the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr., put it out
there quite clearly.  During an appearance at Harvard University shortly
before his death, a student stood up and asked King to address himself to
the issue of Zionism. The question was clearly hostile. King responded:

“When people criticize Zionists they mean Jews, you are talking
Antisemitism.”

And on March 26, 1968, just nine days before he was murdered,
Reverend King gave an address to the 68th annual convention of the
Rabbinical Assembly in which he said that “peace for Israel means securi-
ty, and we must stand with all of our might to protect its right to exist, its
territorial integrity, and the right to use whatever sea lanes it needs. I see
Israel, and never mind saying it, as one of the great outposts of democracy
in the world, and a marvelous example of what can be done, how desert
land can be transformed into an oasis of brotherhood and democracy. Peace
for Israel means security and that security must be a reality.”

Ashkenzie proposal to reconfigure 
itself into a synagogue/museum

Hi Bernie
I’m pleased that our initiative to reconfigure the Ashkenazie synagogue

into both a museum and synagogue (Musynagogue?) has generated so
much reader interest as it underscores the importance of what we hope to
create: a site that offers visitors a historical account and pays tribute to
these synagogues and the individuals who built and supported them.

We were also very pleased with the feedback we received from readers
who completed our on-line questionnaire (tinyurl.com/4hpd4hky). Of the
20 respondents, 17 rated the initiative 10/10 in terms of being worth pur-
suing. There was one response in particular that we considered rather com-
pelling: “ Please do this before we lose our tradition”. Some also offered
memorabilia they had stored (see photo below from Benjie Cooperband in
Toronto) while others pledged financial donations, which we are not
accepting - at this time. Overall, we were quite encouraged by the respons-
es.

On a somewhat related topic, to satisfy your specific interest in the his-
tory of these buildings, I’ve attached a report from Heritage Winnipeg
Corp. on the Ashkenazie building and its architect Frank R. Evans.

Finally, in reference to Chuck Faiman’s letter regarding the Ateres
Yisroel synagogue on Magnus and Powers (also known as the Peddler’s
Shule), as of this summer it was still standing. I believe it was sold in 1973
to representatives of the Bhai faith and then to a carpet company.  I don’t
know who the present owners are but as of a few years ago, the beautiful
chandelier that was imported from Europe to adorn the center of the syna-
gogue was still in place.

Be well
Yosel Minuk
Chair
Ashkenazie Museum Steering Committee

I responded to Yosel Minuk:
Hi Yosel,
I’m glad to hear that the response was encouraging. Anecdotally I also

heard from a lot of people who thought it was a very interesting idea worth
pursuing.

I have to admit though that the one concern raised most often is the loca-
tion of the Ashkeanzie - and how unsafe that neighbourhood now is.

Has there been any thought given to having some sort of parking in a
secured location so that individuals would be able to walk directly from
their cars to the shul in a totally safe manner?

-Bernie

Yosel responded:
Hi Bernie
Yes, we’re aware of that concern and are considering options to mitigate

it. Of interest, I’ve been parking my car in front of the synagogue morn-
ings and evenings (and overnight during the high holidays) for much of the
past 35 years and never had a problem or felt threatened. Moreover, the
Polish museum which is nearby on Main Street has also not had any safe-
ty problems. That said, we appreciate the need to come up with a solution
and will do our utmost to
find it.

Yosel
Gerald Y. Minuk, M.D.
Professor of Medicine
Senior Scholar
University of Manitoba
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Jewish Israel haters play key role in enabling anti-Semitism

By

MYRON LOVE

LETTERS

More letters on page 6.
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The Pavlicher Shul

Hi Bernie;
I’ve just received your Dec. 22nd issue (it takes a while to get to

Montreal!), and wanted to tell you that years ago there was indeed a
Pavlicher shul, located on Aikins at Dufferin.  My zaida Leib Coodin dark-
ened there a few times a day, and we were there often as children, as we
lived a block away then, at 95 Aikins, at the corner of Stella.

Although I left my hometown in 1960 and have lived in the Montreal
area ever since, I still have family and friends in Winnipeg, and I’m inter-
ested in, and enjoy learning about what’s happening there.

And as I may have told you before, I’m a big fan of The Jewish Post &
News.  Long may it flourish!

Best regards,
Tzipie Coodin Freedman

Re: What steps has Jewish Learning Centre
taken in response to Omicron?

Note: In our last (Jan. 5) issue we ran a story reviewing steps taken by
Winnipeg synagogues in response to the Omicron variant. I had sent an
email to Rabbi Avrohom Altein, asking him whether “the Jewish Learning
Centre had taken any additional steps in response to the rapid escalation
of Covid cases?”

Unfortunately, I had sent that query to an email address which Rabbi
Altein no longer uses. Rabbi Altein read that I had attempted to contact
him though, so he did send us this email, in response to my question:

Bernie:
We definitely implement careful Covid protective procedures. Attendees

to shul are limited and must wash hand on entry, wear masks, sit 2 metres
apart and are vaccinated. When someone feels ills they are required to iso-
late until they confirm with a test that they are negative.

But at the same time, we are doing our best to continue. We have a day
school, a child care program, adult classes for men and women and pro-
grams for Israeli immigrants, and daily shul services, and a very active
kitchen that provides kosher meals to many, many Winnipeggers. Of
course, there are challenges along the way, but just as we need to continue
living, so does Jewish life have to continue.

Best to you,

Rabbi Avrohom Altein

Thanks for writing about persecution of Christians
Hi Bernie,

Thanks to you for printing and Myron for writing the article on persecu-
tion of Christians.  As a Christian I have often been encouraged when Jews
bring this issue to public attention.

Shalom.

Don
Donald James (Rev.) BA,MDiv
National Development Director
Bridges for Peace Canada

Further to Jewish dairy farmers in
the Kildonan area

By BERNIE BELLAN
In our December 22 issue we ran a story about Isaac Colish and Jewish

dairy farmers who lived in the Kildonan area.
That story made reference to several families that lived in the area,

including the “Tennehouses, Fromsons, Chochinovs, Filkows, Zipurskys,
Finkles, Bercovitches, Pudavicks, Greenbergs, Walshinskys (Walshes), and
Greenbergs.”

The story also referred to a synagogue,which was built by the dairy farm-
ers in 1912, but that story, as well as the list of Winnipeg synagogues that
we published in our Dec. 8 issue, made a mistake in giving the name of the
street where the synagogue existed. The story and the list of synagogues
identified the street as “Lillian Avenue”. 

I was confused as to why a synagogue would have been built on a street
called Lillian Avenue, which it turns out, doesn’t exist in Winnipeg.

The puzzle was solved for me when I received a phone call from Harriet
Brown of Toronto, who told me that her maiden name was Sorokin.

There were two Sorokin brothers – Max and Sam, Harriet said, who
operated a dairy farm on the south side of Leila Avenue. According to
Andrew Morrison, who is an archivist with the Jewish Heritage Centre, the
farm was located at 614 Leila Avenue, which would have been somewhat
west of the CPR line that now divides West Kildonan from Garden City.

And, across from their farm, Harriet added, was a synagogue, which her
father Max and uncle Sam attended. So, that solves the mystery of where
the Kildonan synagogue was located. According to the same story about
Isaac Colish and Jewish dairy farmers, the synagogue was “rebuilt follow-
ing a fire in 1936, closed in 1949, and its assets were transferred to the
Jewish National Fund.”

Harriet also told me that when her father and uncle sold their 14-acre
farm around 1950 to the developer who eventually was to turn the farm-
land west of the tracks into what became Garden City, they moved their
farming operations to Rosser, where they operated a much larger dairy
farm (320 acres). Harriet said that the milk from that farm was sold to
Modern Dairies.

The notion that there were many successful Jewish dairy farmers here
intrigued me to the point where I wanted to learn more about their history.

I found this very interesting excerpt in a publication titled “The Jewish
Farmers of Western Canada”, written by Cyril Leonoff, who was a profes-
sional engineer, but who also had a keen interest in the history of Jewish
farmers in Western Canada.

Here is an excerpt from Cyril’s publication: “The most successful groups
of Jewish farmers in Manitoba were those who established on the outskirts
or within commuting distance of Winnipeg at Birds Hill, Pine Ridge,
Transcona, Lorette, Ste Anne,  Rosenfeld, Rosser, Kildonan and Gimli.
Such farmers were less isolated, able to give to their children a Jewish edu-
cation, and to join their city relatives or friends during the major festivals
and holy days. Settlements at Birds Hill, Pine Ridge and West Kildonan
were large enough to build their own synagogues. For more than two
decades these Jewish farmers succeeded in dairy farming, poultry-raising,
and truck-farming. But their numbers were greatly reduced by the ravages
of the depression in the 1930s. The Jewish dairy farmers of West Kildonan
provided a large portion of Winnipeg's milk supplies until taken over by
housing subdivisions after World War II.”

Dairy farmer Jacob Chochinov and his milk wagon
Source: Manitoba Historical Society

Top Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
officials ‘have left Gaza’ in past year

The first to go was Hamas political bureau head Ismail Haniyeh, who left
the Al-Sahti Refugee Camp for “the extravagant hotels in Doha, the capi-
tal of Qatar,” the report stated.

(January 13, 2022 / JNS) Eight senior Hamas and Palestinian Islamic
Jihad members with prominent public standing have apparently left the
Gaza Strip in the past year and not returned, Ynet reported on Thursday.

“They are the top leadership of Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad in
the Gaza Strip—those who lead the armed resistance to Israel, whose
words can rile up the enclave’s populace into a war fervor, despite the dif-
ficult conditions. But at the end of the day, actions speak louder than
words, and right under everyone’s nose, several of these top officials
booked it out of Gaza and have not returned since,” the report stated.

“The group consists of eight figures with prominent media presence, all
of which hold great sway within their respective organizations,” it said,
adding that all left “the decrepit and crowded streets of Gaza for safer loca-
tions around the globe, with some living in luxury and pampered by their
hosts.”

The first to go was Hamas political bureau head Ismail Haniyeh, who left
the Al-Sahti Refugee Camp for “the extravagant hotels in Doha, the capi-
tal of Qatar,” the report stated.
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Jewish Federation launches new program: “TAP” 
(Teens and Philanthropy) - to give teens a voice in fundraising 

By BERNIE BELLAN

When Sam Slutchuk was still a student at Gray
Academy – five years ago, he developed a keen
interest in working with the Jewish Federation of

Winnipeg.
As he told me in a recent phone interview, “I’ve been con-

nected to the Federation since high school. I began as an
intern, then when I started university, I was asked to work
for the Federation part-time.”

In the five years since he first began an internship with the
Federation, Sam, now 22, has taken on increasingly impor-
tant roles.

“I was first involved in community outreach,” Sam says.
“Then I started working with Dalia Szpiro” (the Federation’s
GrowWinnipeg Director, who helps to introduce new fami-
lies into the community).

Sam also worked with Madeline Lopez Ficher, the
Federation’s Creative Director, helping to design the
Federation’s revamped website, “jewishwinnipeg.org”,
nearly two years ago. Sam was also responsible for manag-
ing the “Community Connects” initiative during the early
stages of the pandemic, which offered check-in calls to over
4000 Jewish households.

More recently though, Sam has moved into a different role – as a
“Development Associate” for the Federation, a role in which he is directly
involved in fundraising for the Combined Jewish Appeal.

In addition to working for the Federation, Sam is a student at the
University of Manitoba. 

How Sam came to be involved in fundraising is itself an interesting story. 
“I’ve always been interested in fundraising,” he says. “I enjoy my days

spent at the Federation because I am helping raise funds for an organiza-
tion I care deeply about.”

Part of Sam’s new role involves educating young people, in this case high
school students, about the importance of the Jewish Federation to the
Jewish community, and concomitantly, the importance of the Combined
Jewish Appeal.

As Sam says, “I’m emotionally connected to the CJA and the
Federation.”

Now, while many young people have volunteered at one time or another
with various beneficiary agencies of the Federation, it’s Sam’s job to pre-
pare young people for future roles with the Federation and the community
at large.

As such, Sam has been tasked with running a program called “Teens and
Philanthropy”.

A little while ago the Federation sent out a marketing campaign to 500
families of teenagers in the community. The email promoted the TAP pro-
gram to the teenagers to see whether they might be interested in serving on
a committee comprised of 14-17 year-olds that would meet once a month
for two hours, and whose members would become educated in the impor-
tant role that philanthropy plays in the community.

Altogether, nearly 40 students expressed interest in serving on the TAP
committee through the CJA. As Sam says, “I am thrilled with the response
of our teens and excited to get this project off the ground.”

The students come from a variety of different schools, including Gray
Academy, Grant Park High School, Garden City Collegiate, and the
University of Winnipeg Collegiate.

I asked Sam whether there was one common denominator that he could
identify among the students on the committee, other than their ages? He
thought about it for a moment, then said that they almost all had been
involved with PJ Library at one time or another – which. by the way, shows
how successful PJ Library has been at integrating families into the com-
munity.

So, what is it that the students will be asked to do when they’re on the
TAP committee?

Sam explains that the committee will be given $3600 to work with. Over
the course of the next few months,  the committee will research the bene-
ficiary agencies that receive funding from the Jewish Federation. The
members of the committee will be asked to allocate that $3600 in a similar
way that the Allocations Committee of the Jewish Federation distributes
funds to the various agencies.

As Sam notes in an email he also sent to me following our interview,
“The purpose of the creation of TAP is for the younger generation of our
community to have a hands-on experience in philanthropy, no better way
than with real-time and money. I felt it was crucial to begin recruiting
members now; teens are looking to make a difference, need to fulfill vol-
unteer hours, and what better way than to form a committee.”

I wondered though, whether the students might have an
inherent predisposition to favour agencies with which they
might have a greater familiarity, such as Gray Academy or
the two sleepover camps, Massad and BB Camp?

Sam says that many of the students might have familiar-
ity with other agencies as well, such as the Simkin Centre,
because they have a grandparent there, or perhaps Jewish
Child & Family Service, or they will learn of new agencies
that may hit close to home.

Regardless, the overall purpose of giving the students the
$3600 to allocate is to educate them in the process of deci-
sion-making. 

“These students will be asked to voice their thoughts and
opinions,” he notes.

“We need to bring younger people into the process,” Sam
says, in explaining what the objective of the program is.
“We want our future generation of the community to feel
they have a voice.”

Given the Covid situation, however, the first meeting of
the committee, which will take place toward the end of
January, will, of necessity, be held online.

Sam says though that the hope is to be able to have meet-
ings in February and March held in person.

“Down the road,” he also says, “I would like the students to sit in on
focus groups, potentially work as canvassers on Super Sunday,” and to be
given roles that until now would have been reserved for adults.

Once they’ve served on the TAP committee this year, each student will
be given a letter of reference which should prove valuable down the road
both in terms of applying to post-secondary education after high school or
in seeking a job.

“We’ll be testing the waters at this point,” Sam says. But, by asking high
school students to familiarize themselves with much of the process that’s
involved in the work of the Jewish Federation at this relatively early stage
of their lives, the hope is that the end result will be to help prepare future
leaders of tomorrow for important roles in the community.

“As Sam says, “we need to bring younger people into the process. We
wouldn’t have a community without the CJA.”

SAM SLUTCHUK
Development Associate
Jewish Federation of

Winnipeg

Brussels-based imam who prayed for Allah to
burn Zionists kicked out of Belgium

Jan. 14, 2022 (JTA) — A Brussels-based
imam who in 2009 prayed to Allah to burn
Zionists has left Belgium on the order of
authorities who flagged him as a security
threat.

Imam Mohamed Toujgani, who was born in
Morocco and had lived for decades in
Brussels, was expelled in October, the VRT
broadcaster reported Thursday, according to
The Times of Israel.

It was not immediately clear whether the
expulsion was directly over his remarks about
Zionists, which happened in 2009 and sur-
faced in 2019.

Belgium’s Secretary of State, Sammy
Mahdi, said during a parliament session this
week that Toujgani had called to “burn
Jews.” Georges-Henri Beauthier, a lawyer
representing Toujgani, called that statement
“a falsehood that incites hatred,” the RTBF broadcaster reported.

In a YouTube video that the Belgian League Against Anti-Semitism, or
LBCA, flagged in 2019, Toujgani is seen saying the following during a ser-
mon at his mosque in Brussels: “Lord, master of worlds, fill with fear the
hearts of the Zionist oppressors. Lord, fill their hearts with fear. Lord, make
the earth tremble beneath their feet. Lord, make the blood of the martyrs a
weapon under the feet of the Zionists oppressors, and may this blood ignite
a fire that burns them and start a wind that eviscerates them. […] O Lord,
tear them down.”

Toujgani was nominated to become president of the conference of
Belgian imams in 2019. He has spoken in favor of tolerance and against
jihadism in recent years.

He has apologized for the Zionists comments following the resurfacing
of the video, saying he was infuriated by Israeli strikes against Hamas in
Gaza, which Israel had carried out in retaliation for Hamas’ firing of rock-
ets on civilians and digging of tunnels designed to launch strikes inside
Israel.

He said that was the “geopolitical context for comments that I regret
making.”

Toujgani’s lawyer said he will appeal the expulsion.

Imam
Mohamed Toujgani
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Introduction:
We were sent this short story by John Ginsburg, who is a Winnipeg writer.

Given the constant stream of stories about students and professors being
intimidated by forces championing political correctness, especially when it
comes to anything having to do with Israel, we thought it timely to publish
the story here.

June 2021
Mackenzie King College

Walking east, past the Theatre building, the
view was genuinely inspiring, especially in the
bright morning sunshine. To the right, the con-
templative, ivy-covered Arts Building and the
century-old chapel. Straight ahead, the gleaming
river and the lush green landscape beyond. To the
south, the arching Unity Bridge. But the route to
the classroom for Media Studies 32.455, Professor

Latchman's course, was somewhat less scenic. One had to walk around to
the opposite side of the Theatre building, in through the small service
entrance, and then down concrete stairs to the basement, arriving at a low-
ceilinged, damp and windowless room. Such were the current circum-
stances of the Department of Media Studies, pursuing the noble heights of
academic inquiry from the gloomy depths of a former workshop. Its old
haunts, on the opposite side of the university, were being renovated from
top to bottom.

The condensed, two-and-a-half-month course was entering its final few
weeks. With the resumption of in-person lectures, the bright, doubly-vac-
cinated students had initially been swept in by a wave of camaraderie and
intellectual enthusiasm. Reality, however, had soon intervened, an unre-
lenting schedule of jam-packed three-hour lectures, demanding term papers
and nerve-wracking oral presentations. The dim subterranean venue only
added to the hard-pressed feeling among the students.

Latchman's course was entitled Political Correctness and Cancel
Culture in the Media and the Arts. It was a senior-level honours course,
requiring three term papers and two in-class presentations of each of its
twenty-five earnest young scholars. They were a diverse lot, of all kinds of
ethnicities and backgrounds. There they sat, in their sculpted, multi-
coloured hair, with their necks, arms and legs artistically muralled with tat-
toos; their noses, lips, eyebrows, ears and navels sporting gaudy piercings;
their epigrammed apparel and trendy jewellery on full display. At the front
of the class, standing at the lectern, their middle-aged, conservatively-
dressed professor was unfazed. The individual expressions of diversity and
identity neither made him feel old nor out of place. It was simply the times.
One moment might call for ethnic, racial and sexual identities to be com-
pletely ignored, while the next moment called for them to be pushed loud-
ly to the front, singled out and magnified. However, for Professor Howard
Latchman, it wasn't a particularly difficult academic world to navigate. 

Latchman was a full professor at Mackenzie King College, accom-
plished in his field, enjoying his twenty-sixth year as a faculty member. He
was of medium height and build, with thin, greying hair. He had a warm
and friendly manner and had always been well-regarded by his students.
His annual student evaluations highlighted his high academic standards, as
well as his accessibility and fairness. On the negative side, students found
him rather boring at times, and his methods somewhat plodding. His non-
academic interests were completely unknown to his students and would
have come as an amusing surprise. From his teenage years right up to the
present, Latchman had been a drummer in a number of rock and roll bands,
most recently with The Heads, playing sixties and seventies songs in near-
by towns and bars. Not to mention his tennis playing; he was good enough
to compete in senior-level tournaments, once reaching the provincial quar-
ter-finals.

Latchman was Jewish, but entirely secular. This was a constant sore
point with his two older siblings, alienating him from them more and more
over the years. Brought up in the same conventional Jewish home, he'd
been expected to tow the line. Fortunately they lived halfway across the
country, so their meetings were infrequent.

He was divorced, with two children in their late twenties. His area of
specialty was Journalism. From a doctoral thesis on corporate bias in the
western news media, his work had naturally evolved. With social media
now dominating the flow of information, his methods of study had radical-
ly changed. But the same issues remained at the core: misinformation and
the control of information; by large corporations and by special interest
groups.

For the June 14 class, student presentations were scheduled for the
entire lecture time. Each student had twenty minutes to speak, on a recent
case of cancel culture, followed by ten to fifteen minutes of questions and
comments from the rest of the class. 

With only a few weeks remaining in the spring-session course,

Latchman knew most of the twenty-five students by name and by appear-
ance. The first speaker of the day was a Black woman named Letanya
Wynn. She was a prominent figure in the class, very bright and always
highly engaged, taking every opportunity to aggressively speak out, offer-
ing her own point of view on whatever was being discussed. She was very
slight in stature, with closely-cropped orange and yellow hair, wearing
massive hoop earrings and bright red lipstick. Latchman took a quick
glance at the text message she had sent him, containing the title and sum-
mary of her talk. 'Good morning everyone' he said. 'Our first speaker is
Letanya Wynn. She is going to be telling us about a cartoon that was recent-
ly published, in a Seattle online magazine. A textbook case of cancel cul-
ture. We will follow the same format as previous presentations. At the con-
clusion of the presentation, we will entertain comments and questions. Ms.
Wynn!'

Letanya Wynn made her way, a little awkwardly, from the back of the
class up to the sixty-inch monitor at the front, where she inserted the small
USB drive she'd been carrying. She selected the only file on the drive, a jpg
file. It was a copy of a cartoon, recently published in The North West
Record, a Seattle-based publication. The cartoon shows two men having
sex, one Black and the other white, with their naughty parts concealed
behind a chair in the centre foreground. The Black man is positioned
behind the white man, who is bent over. A shirt is draped over the chair, dis-
playing a large BLM logo. In the background, a grim-faced, white uni-
formed cop has entered the room, standing in a doorway. He is pointing a
gun at the two men, with a talking bubble that says ''You're supposed to be
two metres apart, not two feet.'' The caption underneath the cartoon says
''Basic Length Measurements''. This satirical take on the coronavirus pan-
demic and the BlackLivesMatter movement had been greeted with an
immediate social outcry online. Its creator, a Black male cartoonist, was
fired as a result, by his publisher, who was also a Black male.

Letanya Wynn's presentation was focused and articulate, extremely
well done. Latchman wasn't surprised that she strongly supported the car-
toonist's firing, arguing that the themes represented in the cartoon were
demeaning to Black people and personally offensive to her. But he was sur-
prised by the subdued class response. Maybe it was because it was so early
in the morning, he thought. Maybe non-Black students felt they didn't
belong in the conversation. Whatever the reason, only two students com-
mented on the presentation, both Black men. They both disagreed with
Letanya Wynn, instead finding the cartoon to be a clever work of satire, and
seeing the cartoonist's firing as an extreme overreaction.

Thinking further about the minimal class reaction, Latchman wondered
if, compared to other recent topics, the class didn't find the cartoon to be
especially shocking or controversial. In any case, he was very impressed by
the presentation. Twenty out of twenty, he thought. A great presentation.

Latchman glanced at his phone and quickly re-read the details for the
second talk of the morning. It would probably be less engaging than the
first talk, he thought. Less contentious.

'Class, I would next like to introduce Mark Mazur. He is going to talk
about the recent Facebook controversy. I'm sure we've all heard about it.
Certain posts were not published at first, but then appeared later, after a
reaction against the company. Mr. Mazur!' 

The second speaker was evidently Jewish, and religious, wearing a
kipa. He was tall and very thin, with a neatly trimmed beard and a friend-
ly face. After being introduced, he stood up from his chair near the front of
the room and walked over to the lectern, where he placed his notes. He was
soft-spoken, with an easy and confident manner. 'Good morning' he said to
the class, with a smile. 'When I read about this recent Facebook controver-
sy, I naturally read some of the posts that had not appeared for so-called
''technical reasons''. They were published a few days later, after people had
complained that Facebook had shown an anti-Palestinian bias, by deliber-
ately blocking the posts. Of course, this is not the first time that Facebook
has faced these kinds of accusations, sometimes because they do allow cer-
tain posts. For example, when they published all the lies and distortions
from Trump's supporters, during the election campaign and after.'

'There are three main questions here. First of all, is it just a coincidence
that many of those posts - I didn't try to read more than ten or so - promot-
ed a completely one-sided picture of the recent war between Israel and
Hamas? Secondly, does Facebook have the legal right, and perhaps the
moral responsibility, to not publish whatever it deems to be inappropriate?
Are Palestinian-run websites held to the same moral standards? Do we
insist they publish pro-Israeli posts, balancing these with opposite points of
view? Or do we think they should be free to decide which posts to publish
and in what numbers? Thirdly, and what is most relevant to this course, is
why did Facebook backtrack? Why did the policy change, with the posts
being published after all? Was it political correctness, catering to an offend-
ed group, rather than just sticking to an otherwise reasonable and clearly
defensible editorial stance?'

'I'm Jewish, so some people might try to diminish what I have to say
because of a perceived bias. Of course, such

Both Sides

JOHN GINSBURG

By

(Continued on page 9.)
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an ad hominem assumption of bias could
be made against detractors as well. In any

event, let me first summarize what I consider to be a truthful, balanced
view of the war. To begin, the loss of life and the destruction of property,
the traumatization of people, especially children, on both sides, is absolute-
ly horrible. These are the terrible costs and results of war. However we
measure the consequences, it is obvious there cannot only be a picture from
one side. Hamas sent literally thousands of missiles into Israel, killing peo-
ple and destroying property. The effects were greatly reduced because the
Israelis were able to shoot down most of those bombs before they landed.
Hamas fired those missiles with the intention of killing whomever they
happened to kill, destroying whatever property they happened to strike.
They were aimed more or less randomly. Consequences in return, to the
population of Gaza, were horrendous. There were - '

At that moment, one of the other students interrupted, a woman wear-
ing a hijab, sitting near the front of the class. She stood up, looking direct-
ly at the speaker. Speaking with an Arabic accent, her tone was fierce and
accusatory. She was essentially shouting. 'You are killing children' she said
to the speaker. 'You are destroying hospitals. You are killing innocent peo-
ple.'

Professor Latchman was somewhat caught off guard, but he quickly
moved to stop the woman's outburst. Having spoken to the woman on a few
previous occasions, he knew her name was Jamila Fayad, and that she was
an immigrant from Syria, having settled in the area a few years before, with
her parents and siblings. She was one of four religious Muslims in the
class, three female and one male. The others were seated side-by-side in the
row behind her. In a class that consisted mostly of people of color, they
hadn't particularly stood out during the previous weeks of the course. As
occurred to Latchman in this moment, this was likely because the course
topics had centred almost completely around anti-Black racism and issues
involving sexual identity.

Latchman, seated at the front of the room right beside the speaker, stood
up and made a restraining gesture to the woman with his right hand. It was
abundantly clear to him that the situation could easily escalate if he didn't
quickly take control. 'Please. I must ask you to stop, Ms. Fayad. Please sit
down' he said, in a firm, resolute tone, addressing the woman as he did all
of his students, using her last name. 'You will have an opportunity to com-
ment once the speaker has finished. Please allow the speaker to make his
presentation. We have all agreed that there will be no comments until these
presentations have been completed. And please, remember not to attack
people personally. We can strongly disagree with what someone says, but
let us challenge what has been said. No personal attacks or insinuations.
That is very important. Okay. Mr. Mazur, please continue.'

'Thank you, Professor Latchman' said the young speaker, apparently
unrattled by the outburst. 'Justifying war and conflict and killing might be
called a fool's job' he continued. 'Yet, if people are not provided with an
accurate historical picture of conflict, it can make the situation worse and
lead to further violence and injustice. Hamas is a terrorist organization. Our
country and other western countries have declared this to be the case. Their
only goal in relation to Israel is quote, to drive the Jews into the sea. The
idea of a peace treaty or peaceful co-existence is not even a possibility. The
claims made about land can - '

Again Jamila Fayad stood up, confronting the speaker in the same defi-
ant, angry way. 'You must end the occupation' she said. 'You must give back
our land. You are killing our people. We have the right to fight for the lib-
eration.

Anticipating this second outburst, Latchman had already decided on his
response, and he acted swiftly. He stood up and again addressed the
woman. 'That is enough' he said, speaking somewhat forcefully while try-
ing to retain his composure. 'This presentation is over for now. Thank you,
Mr. Mazur. I am sorry for the interruption. Class, we are going to take a fif-
teen minute break now, before the next talk. Would everyone please leave
the room, except for Ms. Fayad. If you wouldn't mind, Ms. Fayad, I would
like to have a word with you before we continue.'

In his head, Latchman was rapidly composing a short speech he would
deliver to Jamila Fayad, some careful form of admonishment. How she had
attacked the speaker personally. How she hadn't let him speak. How she
had been rude and disrespectful. How she had denied him the same basic
freedom of speech she would want for herself. But he never had the oppor-
tunity, as Jamila Fayad filed out of the room along with everyone else. For
fifteen minutes, Latchman stood waiting for her to return, but she never
did. When the students returned fifteen minutes later, she was not among
them.

This was certainly not the first time a student had filed a formal com-
plaint about some aspect of Media Studies 32.455. One of Latchman's col-
leagues had faced a similar situation a few years before, when a Black stu-
dent had objected to a class discussion on rap music. The professor had
played a selection of songs in class, all laced with profanity and the N-
word, which the student had found humiliating and demeaning. The pro-
fessor had to appear before the Academic Standards Committee to answer
for the material. He volunteered to meet with the student-complainant, and

successfully diffused the matter. Most student-complaints never reached
that stage. Though they were always taken seriously, such complaints were
usually answered by no more than a polite note from the Dean's office,
thanking the student for the submission and emphasizing that it had been
taken very seriously. The university was always striving to improve in its
awareness of and sensitivity to student concerns, et cetera. It was virtually
unheard of for any remedial or punitive action to result from such a com-
plaint. So, when Howard Latchman was asked to meet with the Dean of
Arts the following week, after a formal complaint had been filed by Jamila
Fayad, he wasn't particularly troubled by the matter.

On the day of his meeting with the Dean of Arts, Latchman came pre-
pared, bearing a printed copy of the course outline for 32.455, as well as a
detailed summary of the incident surrounding Mark Mazur's presentation
the previous week.

Like many faculty members at Mackenzie King College, Howard
Latchman was mostly oblivious to administrative matters. He tried to have
as little to do with meetings and committees and procedures as he could
possibly get away with. For most of his years on the faculty, he would not
even have been able to name the President of the university, or any of its
senior administration. His focus was his teaching and his other academic
work. As a full professor in his late fifties, he'd paid his dues, and he now
purposefully managed his time with a minimum of aggravation and a min-
imum of futility. When he was escorted into his meeting with the Dean of
Arts, by the administrative assistant, he was meeting the Dean for the first
time. 

Walking into the Dean's inner office, carrying his documents, he was
greeted by an exuberant, friendly-looking woman. 'Hello, Professor
Latchman' she said. 'I'm Amira Zuhar.' 

Latchman only vaguely remembered the Dean's recent hiring. People
who had paid more attention would have remembered that she'd been high-
ly touted at the time. She was a devout Muslim and well-known social
activist. She'd been hired directly from the faculty ranks at the University
of Toronto, with an impressive publication record in Political Studies, and
with absolutely no prior administrative experience. Forty years of age, she
was a shining example of Mackenzie King College's commitment to diver-
sity and inclusiveness at every level.

Dean Zuhar was wearing a beige hijab. She had a dazzling smile, imme-
diately disarming Latchman. She motioned for him to sit down on one of
the black leather chairs beside her oak desk, offering him water or coffee
or tea, all of which he politely refused. 

All of a sudden, Latchman's situation seemed much more perilous. A
hijab-wearing Dean was to pronounce on the complaint; on the confronta-
tion between a hijab-wearing student and a male, Jewish student; a con-
frontation in which he, Latchman, himself Jewish, was deemed by the
female student to be at fault. This might not go so well, Latchman thought
to himself, nervously glancing around the spacious, well-appointed office.
He decided he would wait for a moment before offering his documents to
the Dean.

'Professor Latchman' the Dean began, flashing a quick smile, a smile
Latchman was suddenly rather wary of. 'Thank you for dropping by today.
Jamila Fayad's complaint... I've sent you a copy of what she's written. I
have spoken at some length with her.' The Dean spoke evenly and quietly,
maintaining direct eye-contact with Latchman. 'Jamila says you silenced
her. You stopped her from talking, from countering the pro-Israeli state-
ments. She says you took the side of the Jewish student. Because you are
Jewish. She says she can't return to your class anymore, because you don't
give the same freedoms to all of your students.'

Latchman shuffled in his seat uneasily before offering a response. 'Ms.
Fayad stood up and interrupted the class presentation' he said to the Dean.
'She accused the speaker of killing children, of destroying homes. Accused
him. He was not involved in the war. He's not an Israeli; he's a Canadian.
She kept accusing him. It was horrible. She said things like ''You are killing
children''; targeting her accusations directly at him. I politely asked her to
stop, but she wouldn't. She continued her personal attack. I had to stop the
presentation entirely. It was embarrassing to expose my entire class to that
kind of thing. I've prepared a detailed summary of the - '

The Dean cut Latchman off in mid-sentence. 'As to the interruption and
as to her point of view, she is obviously a passionate defender of the
Palestinian cause. And she felt it was necessary to counter a one-sided jus-
tification of the actions of the Israelis. Her use of the personal pronoun
''you'' probably has as much to do with second-language issues as anything
else.'

Latchman was incensed at the Dean's complete misreading of the inci-
dent. He struggled to remain composed. 'No' he said, his voice rising. 'Her
usage of ''you'' cannot in any way be attributed to second-language issues.
She very deliberately pointed to him, and targeted the accusations at him.
There was no doubt about it at all. She is a bright student. She obviously
knows the difference between ''you'' and ''the Israeli army''. There were
twenty-four witnesses to the incident, other than me. How many of them
have you bothered to interview?' His tone had quickly progressed to one of
anger and impatience.
'I'm guessing very few,

(Continued from page 8.)

(Continued on page 10. See “Both Sides”.)
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Winnipeg duo leading initiative to address styling 
needs of individuals new to 2SLGBTQIA+ community

By MYRON LOVE

Life is about community. Community brings
together people of shared interests, values and
beliefs and provides a sense of belonging. The

bottom line is that – ideally – members of a commu-
nity support each other.

A few months back, partners Samuel Braemer and
Keith Tennant perceived a need within their
2SLGBTQIA+ community to provide styling assis-
tance for individuals new to that community to bolster
their self-image and newly-unveiled identity with an
appropriate wardrobe reflecting their change in life.

To that end, the couple, who have been together for
the past six years, founded Transforming Style, an
initiative that is providing support, beauty and styling
services and wardrobe to 2SLGBTQIA+ community
members in Canada who face barriers to access.

“Someone who is transitioning may not feel com-
fortably at first shopping for clothing in a mall or big
box store,” says Braemer.  “Through Transforming
Style, we can help newer members of our communi-
ty to assemble a new wardrobe – in a judgment-free
manner - that is suited specifically to the individual.

Braemer, the son of Joel and Leah Braemer,  points out that Transforming
Style  combines his experience managing non-profit organizations with his
passion for fashion. He quotes the fashion maven Rachel Zoe,  describing
style as the way you reflect who are inside from the outside.

He adds that Tennant, his spouse of three years, brings his experience in
retail to the endeavour.

Braemer reports that the official launch date for Transforming Style was

August 26.  “Initially, our focus was on our community in
Winnipeg and Manitoba,” he says, “but very quickly, the
demand for our services  grew right across Canada and
even south of the border.

“We didn’t realize at first how badly needed our ser-
vices are.  There is nothing else in Canada like this.”

For the first few weeks after the launch, Tennant and
Braemer did a lot of travelling across the country to intro-
duce their services and fashion  lines and sign up new
clients. He explains that typically, Transforming Style
appointments begin with an online consultation.

“We meet once or twice to start defining your style and
gathering ideas for your wardrobe,” he says. “Then we
schedule an in-person session to try on clothing and acces-
sories. Occasionally, we need one more session to ensure
you have a complete wardrobe - we’ll find and fill any
gaps in the selection of items you’ll be bringing home
with you.”

In addition to fashion advice, Transforming Style pro-
vides beauty and make-up tips and therapists – and all of
the enterprise’s services are free.  “Our team of experts all

work for our organization on a volunteer basis,” he notes.
Braemer‘s “day job” is executive director of Dance Manitoba – while

Tennant manages a Starbucks location.
“We are looking at grants to help fund Transforming Style and would

encourage private donors,” Braemer says. 
He further reports that a physical location is high on the list of priorities

and a second location is planned for Calgary in the near future.
Readers who may want to contact Transforming Style for further infor-

mation can email info@transformingstyle.ca. 

if any. I guess I should have expected you
to take her side, but what you are saying
is patently ridiculous and simply wrong.
All of those statements about the way

things proceeded, and the accusations made about my reaction, they are all
false. In fact, they're libelous. She should examine her own behaviour. The
''Jewish student'', as she calls him, did everything he could to be even-
handed, respectful and non-accusatory. The whole point was to address the
political correctness involved in the matter. In Facebook's reversing its
decision to not allow certain posts that were clearly pro-Palestinian. Was it
political correctness that pressured the company to reverse its position?
The presenting student was admirably respectful and sensitive to the Gaza
side of the conflict. He didn't even get to fully express his thoughts on the
matter. She jumped on him and fired off some very hostile, personal accu-
sations at him.'

Dean Zuhar responded in a much sterner tone than before. 'Professor
Latchman' she said, 'I am very much disturbed by your implying my tak-
ing sides here. That is certainly not the case. I understand and I very much
appreciate the sensitive nature of this classroom topic. Especially for both
Jewish and Muslim students. But Professor Latchman, we can't have stu-
dents accusing our faculty of silencing their views. We can't have our stu-
dents saying it is impossible for them to continue their attendance in class;
impossible because of their humiliation and their perceived mistreatment at
the hands of their professors. This goes well beyond reasonable classroom
behaviour and course management. I'm afraid I'm going to have to suspend
you from any further involvement in this course. Your department chair,
Professor Guilfoyle, will appoint a replacement to finish the remaining few
weeks of lectures. I have spoken to him this morning. For the present, there
are no further consequences to you with respect to this incident. However,
there will be a full internal inquiry into the matter. I have asked Professor
Nkosa, the chair of the Academic Standards Committee, to conduct a thor-
ough review of the matter, including your role. Thank you for coming in
this morning.' Saying this, Dean Zuhar stood up to see Latchman out.

Latchman was stunned. It took him a moment to begin breathing even-
ly again. Getting to his feet, he was fuming mad. 'Are you serious?' he said
to the Dean. 'This is a travesty. There were twenty-four witnesses to the
event. Did you talk to them? Does the truth matter? Do you -'

Dean Zuhar cut him short. 'Professor Latchman' she said, firmly. 'I'm
very sorry. I have to interrupt you. I know you must find this very upset-
ting. I'm going to wish you a good day. This is a most unfortunate incident.
Again, thanks for coming in.'

It was all Latchman could do, to simply walk out of the room, without
lashing out at the Dean of Arts. He stormed out of the office, out of the
building and onto the nearly empty quad outside, shaking his head in dis-
belief.

THE END

Ohio Republican congressman apologizes for
likening vaccine mandates to Nazi-era measures
Jan. 14, 2022 WASHINGTON (JTA) — An Ohio Republican con-

gressman has apologized for likening vaccine mandates to Nazi-era mea-
sures after a conversation with the state’s Jewish umbrella body.

“Bad things happen when governments dehumanize people,” Warren
Davidson said in an apology he posted on Twitter on Thursday.
“Sometimes there is a next step — to systematically segregate them.
Unfortunately, any reference to how the Nazis actually did that prevents a
focus on anything other than the Holocaust. I appreciate my Jewish friends
who have explained their perspectives and feel horrible that I have offend-
ed anyone. My sincere apologies.”

Davidson in his original posting had attached a photo of a Nazi-era health
status card and quoted a tweet by Washington D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser
mandating proof of vaccination for city residents going outdoors, starting
this Saturday.

“This has been done before,” Davidson said Wednesday. He added the
hashtag “#DoNotComply.”

In the same tweet thread, Davidson referred to a recent op-ed that argued
that mocking people who die of coronavirus because they were unvacci-
nated is a healthy social phenomenon. “Dehumanizing and segregation are
underway,” he said. He did not present any proof that any government offi-
cial has made the same argument.

Davidson had come under fire from Jewish groups and Jewish
Democrats for his initial tweet thread. He is the latest Republican to liken
pandemic prevention measures to Nazi-era practices. Earlier this week, a
Republican New York City Council member also apologized after making
the comparison.

Davidson’s apology came after a conversation with Howie Beigelman,
the executive director of Ohio Jewish Communities, the umbrella body for
the state’s various Jewish organizations.

“We spoke about how comparisons to Nazis, Nazism, Nazi Germany and
the Holocaust degrade public discourse and cheapen the memory of the
survivors, the victims, the liberators, and others who resisted,” Beigerlman
told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency in an email. “We agreed that passion-
ate but civil debate about public policy can happen. Also, we did invite him
to visit the Cincinnati Holocaust and Humanity Center, which is hopefully
now in planning.”

Davidson did not delete his earlier tweets, which prompted a follow-up
question from the American Jewish Committee, which had called him out
for the comparison.

“Warren Davidson, if you are truly sorry for your shameful attempt to
exploit the Holocaust for political gain, then why have you not deleted
your hurtful tweets?” the group said Thursday on Twitter.

Both Sides
(Continued from page 9.)

KEITH TENNANT (left) and
SAMUEL BRAEMER



By MYRON LOVE

In the movie “Billy Ellliot”, the eponymous char-
acter, when asked by a review board why he, the
son of a hard-bitten goal miner, should be

accepted into the Royal Ballet School, responds
that when he is dancing, he feels - to paraphrase –
“electric”.

The late dancer and actor, Patrick Swayze, wrote
in his autobiography that when he danced, he could
feel his spirit soar.

Those existential feelings are what Leah Braemer
hopes to inspire in Manitobans who may lack
access to traditional dancing schools through her
newly-formed Transforming Movement (trans-
formingmovement.ca).

“Transforming Movement”, she explains on the
new program’s website, “is a local Manitoba non-
profit organization that provides accessible, afford-
able, and inclusive dance lessons to folks who face barriers to movement.”

Braemer, a Grade Six teacher in the Hebrew Bilingual Program at Brock Corydon
School, founded the new program in November. Thus far she has taught one class
of special needs student at River Heights Community Centre and residents at a
seniors’ residence. Each class consists of once-weekly lessons for six weeks.

“We tailor the lesson to the needs of the students,” she says.  “For the special
needs young adults, we gave them lessons in ballet, jazz and other forms of dance.
For the seniors, our approach was more in the form of meditative movements.”

Braemer herself has had a lifelong passion for dance.  She notes that she trained
with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet while in high school. She danced with the Sara
Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble and a modern dance company.   She has also taught
and choreographed dance.

As well, for seven years, she taught half time at Brock Corydon while also spear-
heading a project teaching dance at 14 Winnipeg School Division Number One ele-
mentary schools.  “I had kids with behavioural issues, who were struggling acade-
mically, transformed through the dance classes,” she reports.  “Dancing builds
strength and flexibility, builds confidence and is also good for the development of
the brain, can improve mental health and reduce stress.”

Braemer says that she was inspired to start Transforming Movement by the suc-
cess of her son’s earlier initiative (see story on page 10), “Transforming Style”,
which aims to provide “support, beauty & styling services and wardrobe to
2SLGBTQIA+ community members in Canada who face barriers to access”.

“The interest in our program is growing nicely,” Braemer reports. “We are receiv-
ing inquiries both from organizations about booking classes and people volunteer-
ing to teach.”

(All staff are volunteers, she notes.)
At the time she was interviewed, Braemer said, “We have classes booked for

January at the St. Amant Centre and for Jewish Child and Family Service
clients.   They depend though on what further Covid restrictions may be
coming.

“We are hoping to reach as many people as possible and expose them to
the joy, the experience, the many benefits of dance.”
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Leah Braemer making dance programs
accessible to wider range of Manitobans

LEAH BRAEMER

Neo-Nazi leader sentenced to 7 years in prison
for distributing antisemitic flyers

Jan. 13, 2022 (JTA) — The leader of a Neo-Nazi group that distributed
threatening antisemitic flyers to local Jewish residents, journalists and
activists who tried to expose antisemitism in Seattle was sentenced to
seven years in prison on Tuesday.

Kaleb Cole, a leader of the Neo-Nazi group Atomwaffen, was convicted
on several counts, including interfering with a federally protected activity
because of religion, mailing threatening communications and conspiring to
commit offenses against the United States, according to Axios.

“The defendant led a multi-state plot by a neo-Nazi group to threaten and
intimidate journalists and advocates who were doing important work to
expose anti-Semitism around the country. The Justice Department will
continue to investigate and prosecute these hateful acts,” Kristen Clarke,
assistant attorney general in the Justice Department’s Civil Rights
Division, said in a statement.

According to the Anti-Defamation League, Atomwaffen is a Neo-Nazi
group that was formed in 2016 and has already been connected to several
murders as well as numerous antisemitic actions. The word “Atomwaffen”
is German for atomic weapons and the group’s logo includes a Nazi Waffen
SS symbol.

Cole created posters that read “you have been visited by your local
Nazis” that were then distributed to local Jewish residents, journalists and
activists in January 2020. The flyers also contained images, including one
of a Molotov cocktail being lobbed at a house.

Some of the people targeted by the Atomwaffen flyers moved out of their
homes or installed security systems after receiving the posters, according
to the Justice Department
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International Holocaust
Remembrance Day

Please join us for International Holocaust Remembrance Day on January
27, 2021. Once again, we are pleased to partner with the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights. This year, the local Portuguese community
joins us as we honour the memory of Aristide de Sousa Mendes with a film
about this courageous diplomat followed by a Q & A. The Ambassador of
Portugal to Canada will also be bringing greetings.

Aristides de Sousa Mendes served as the Portuguese Consul in
Bordeaux, France during World War II. He defied his government by pro-
viding visas to some 30,000 people, including approximately 10,000 Jews.
A Portuguese visa would allow them safe passage through Spain to Lisbon,
where they could travel to other parts of the world. For his act of defiance
Sousa Mendes was severely punished by Portuguese dictator, Antonio de
Oliveira Salazar, stripped of his diplomatic position and forbidden from
earning a living.

Before his death in 1954, Sousa Mendes asked his children to clear his
name and have the honor of the family restored. His sons and daughters,
along with their children – now scattered all over the world – have fought
for decades to have his deeds posthumously recognized. On October 18,
1966, Yad Vashem recognized Aristides de Sousa Mendes as Righteous
Among the Nations.

On July 19, 2021, the day of his 136th birthday, his bust was unveiled
inside Portugal’s Parliament chamber and on October 2021, a ceremony
honoring him took place at the National Pantheon, following a resolution
approved by the Portuguese Parliament. De Sousa Mendes’ heroic efforts
were thus finally recognized by his country and his honour officially
restored. As well, the US Senate passed a resolution on March 3, 2021,
honoring Aristides de Sousa Mendes. A public space in Paris, France, will
be dedicated to him, in 2022, with a plaque on his honour.

Limmud preview:
Allan Cheskes: 

When Klezmer Met Jazz
Introduction: With this story we begin what has become an annual tradi-

tion in this paper, which is to preview some of the speakers who will be pre-
senting at this year’s upcoming Limmud. As it was last year, Limmud will
be held virtually – this year, on March 6.

In his presenta-
tion at the upcom-
ing Limmud
Winnipeg 2022,
Allan Cheskes, a
retired Deloitte
partner in Toronto
and amateur musi-
cologist, will

explore the history of Klezmer music as it
developed and moved from Europe to
America.

The Limmud movement reflects the diver-
sity of the Jewish community and our various interests, noted Florencia
Katz, Limmud Coordinator, in an email to this reporter.

“Jewish education is at the core of enriching our community and increas-
ing understanding of what Judaism is all about,” she said.

“We are proudly applying our new virtual event skills to another
eFestival.”

“After Klezmer music settled and percolated in America, we will review
its remarkable rise and fall from popularity,” Cheskes said in an email to
The Jewish Post & News.

“We will then review Klezmer music’s revival from near extinction, in
the 70s. The presentation includes power point slides with images and his-
torical video clips. One of the things I do, in my freed up time, is develop
and present sessions on Jewish American Influence on American Popular
Music, 1880-2000. Klezmer Meets Jazz is a segment of one session in my
course series.

“In the first session, I explain how these Russian Jews came off the boats
running to create the music and movie industries. One of those Jewish
Russian immigrants was Irving Berlin. We explore his incredible contribu-
tion to American popular music. We also explore Jerome Kern and George
Gershwin, who both claim to be indebted to Berlin.

“Other segments and sessions include those covering Artie Shaw, Benny
Goodman, Louis Armstrong, Yip Hamburg and Harold Arlen (which
includes Wizard of Oz music and much more), klezmer meets jazz, Jerry
Lieberman and Mike Stoller - which also features Elvis Presley and his
deep Jewish connections, Doc Pomus and Mort Shulman (Save the Last
Dance For Me), Neil Sedaka, Burt Bacharach, Jewish American composers
of Broadway musicals, and much more.”

The presentations started live but soon became Zoom driven when Covid
broke out,

Cheskes added, pointing out that there are 28 Zoom recorded sessions
available on the Beth Sholom Toronto website, with more to follow.

“I use PowerPoint narrative with images, music and documentary video
clips to enhance the presentation,” Cheskes wrote.

“Without any marketing, these sessions have gained considerable trac-
tion, literally reaching people around the world. Based on the enthusiastic
response, there is a huge appetite for this subject and I have achieved a ded-
icated and growing fan base.”

He also mentioned that he’s about 75 percent of the way through in
developing “my next ambitious project”— a comprehensive Bob Dylan
appreciation course.

“I will use the same model of presentation,” Cheskes said. 

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

ALLAN CHESKES

Inclusion comedy night
On January 21st Inclusion Winnipeg is putting

on a comedy show in partnership with Adam
Schwartz. The show will feature a mix of local
acts and out of town comics with intellectual dis-
abilities, the community that Inclusion Winnipeg
serves. The show will be on Zoom at 7 pm
Winnipeg time. The comics on the show will be:
Jared Nathan, Ruben Trudeau, Scott K, Abby
Falvo, Angie St.Mars, Meghan Riley and Pat
Tiffin.   

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased for
“Inclusion Winnipeg” on Eventbrite. All the
money made is going to Inclusion Winnipeg. 

ADAM
SCHWARTZ
Comedy night 

organizer 



By MYRON LOVE

Community has always
been important for Elana
Schultz.  The daughter

of Dr. Ben and Serky Goldberg
credits her parents with show-
ing her the way.  (Her mother
was the 2018 recipient of the
Max and Mollie Shore
Memorial Award

“I remember while still in
junior high school (at the for-
mer Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate) volunteering at an
early (Combined Jewish
Appeal) Super Sunday at the
old Y downtown,” says
Schultz, who is currently Chair
of the Jewish Federation
Education and Engagement committee and co-
Chair of BB Camp. “I was charged with taking
the cards from the canvassers and delivering them
to the CJA office on the second floor.”

Schultz grew up in Garden City and graduated
from the University of Manitoba with a major in
Statistics and a minor in Sociology.  Following
graduation, she spent a year in Israel.  While she
considered aliyah, she notes, she was already in a
relationship with her husband-to-be, Myron
Schultz, and returned to Winnipeg. The couple
married in 1993.

While in Israel, Schultz worked for Dr. Ted
Tulchinsky at the Ministry of Health, tracking
health information for different populations.  “I
was doing statistical health research,” she recalls.
“That work showed me how I could apply my
education to real life.”

Back in Winnipeg, she worked for a year at
CancerCare Manitoba doing data analysis before
being recruited to join Viewpoints Research, a
Winnipeg-based polling firm founded by the late
David Gotthilf.

“Viewpoints was looking for someone with
experience in data analysis,” she says. 

Ten years ago, she left Viewpoints to start her
own research company: Factor Research.  “While
I still do a lot of work for Viewpoints on a con-
tract basis,” she notes, “having my own firm
allows me greater flexibility in the assignments I
take on.”

Her work, she says, involves opinion research,
organizing and moderating focus groups, and
writing reports.  She reports that, over the years,
she has worked with numerous member organiza-
tions, lately focusing on nurses and the organiza-
tions that represent and support them.

“We have worked with a lot of other organiza-
tions as well,” she adds, “both in the non-profit
and for profit sectors. I enjoy the variety and
learning about what each of our clients do.”

Although Schultz has through the years contin-
ued to volunteer as a CJA canvasser, her more
active involvement in Jewish community leader-
ship came about through her friendship with Judi
Price Rosen. The former Torontonian came to
Winnipeg after marrying Kevin Rosen (the son of
former JP&N sportswriter Harvey Rosen).
Shortly after arriving here in 2002, she joined the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg as Director of
Leadership Development.  (Price Rosen is now
Director of Admissions at Gray Academy of
Jewish Education.)

“Judi and I connected shortly after she moved
here,” Schultz recalls.  “Soon after she became
director of Leader-ship Development, she invited
me for lunch and asked me if I would consider
becoming more involved with community.”

Price Rosen invited
Schultz to become
involved in the Jewish
Federation of
Winnipeg’s P2G
(Partnership 2Gether)
program, a student and
teacher exchange pro-
gram with students
from  Gray Academy
and the Brock Corydon
Hebrew Bilingual pro-
gram going on trips to
sister schools in north-
ern Israel one year, then
,students from Israel
coming here the next
year. She also became
active in Women’s

Philanthropy.

In 2014, Schultz joined the board of BB
Camp. (She is currently one of the two co-chairs
(along with Leah Leibl.)  All three of her chil-
dren – Dafna, now 24, Abbie, 21, and Liat, 19,
attended BB Camp, she notes.

“Leah and I take turns chairing the board meet-
ings,” she points out.  “We are involved in the
different committees and work closely with the
executive directors and staff.”

In addition to what has already been listed,
Schultz is Chair of the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg’s Education and Engagement
Committee.  “Our focus is engagement and out-
reach,” she explains.  “We take a broad view of
the community that goes beyond the
Federation’s recipient agencies.  We keep in
touch with the synagogues and other indepen-
dent organizations.  We try to identify segments
of our Jewish population that are not being ser-
viced – certain age groups, perhaps, or single
seniors – and fill in the gaps.”

So how does Schultz find the time to combine
work and her numerous volunteer efforts?   She
credits the success of her volunteer endeavours
to the capable staff – such as Jacob Brodovsky
and Lexie Yurman at BB Camp and the
Federation’s Florencia Katz and Dalia Szpiro  -
who put into place the programs that the
Education and Engagement Committee propos-
es.

“The last couple of years that have been
marred by Covid have certainly forced us to
shift the way we operate,” Schultz observes.
“Still, I look back at what we have been able to
initiate and feel  a sense of pride at what we
have accomplished.  We have been able to reach
out to  so many people.”

One of those programs that she singles out is
the Welcome Baby program.  Twice a year –
pre-Covid – the Federation would host recep-
tions for new parents in our community and pro-
vide them with gifts.  “This past couple of years,
we have been doing the receptions online and
delivering the gifts to participants’ homes,”
Schultz reports.  “The feedback we are getting is
that new parents really appreciate our efforts
and the opportunity to connect with other young
families.”

Coming up next Monday and Tuesday,
Schultz’s committee is inviting staff and volun-
teers from Jewish organizations to join a virtual
interactive workshop exploring “Best Practices
for Creating a Welcoming Jewish
Environment”.  Interested readers can register at
jewishwinnipeg.org/welcomingcommunity.
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SHEILA LILLIAN MALKIN
Sheila passed away peacefully at home in the early

hours of December 31, 2021. She is survived by her
daughter Laurel Malkin, son-in-law David Folk, and
her grandchildren Alli and Josh. She was
predeceased by her parents Israel and Mary Fratkin,
her three siblings, Dave Fratkin, Bessie Litwack and
Ben Fratkin, her husband Charlie Malkin, and her
son Murray Malkin. She was the last remaining
member of her generation on both sides of the
family, and with her passing, it is the end of an era.

Sheila was born in Portage La Prairie, Manitoba on
October 23, 1929. Despite growing up during the
depression and WWII, she had a very happy
childhood surrounded by a loving, extended family.
She moved to Winnipeg at the age of 15 and attended
St. John’s Tech. Upon graduation, she worked at the
Boston Clothing Store and The Bay.

On December 25, 1951, Sheila and Charlie were
married in Winnipeg. They honeymooned in New
York City, which began their joint love of travel. In
1972, by the luck of a conversation with a travel
agent, Sheila began a new career as a travel agent.
She traveled the world, from the Galapagos to Fiji,
Myanmar to Russia, with dozens of countries in
between. She loved seeing new places and meeting
travelers and locals alike wherever she ventured. At
the age of 88, she, in her typical optimism, renewed
her passport for ten years so that she would be ready
for wherever life would take her.

Sheila was a lifelong bridge player and achieved
the rank of Silver Life Master. Giving back to the
community was very important to her, and she did
volunteer work for a variety of organizations.
Through the National Council of Jewish Women,
Sheila recorded books on tape for the CNIB as well
as performing audiology testing on children in
Winnipeg schools. She sat on the local board of
NCJW as well as their National Board. She was
active on the Sisterhood of the Adas Yeshurun
Herzlia Synagogue of which she and Charlie were
founding members.

She was a gourmet cook who loved entertaining,
sharing meals and sweet treats with her children,
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, great nieces and
nephews, great-great nieces and nephews, and many
friends. Sheila loved the arts, instilling a lifelong
love for ballet in her daughter and granddaughter.
She adored her two grandchildren, and their visits
and phone calls were the highlights of her life.

A graveside funeral was held on January 2, 2022,
with Rabbi Yossi Benarroch officiating. 

The family would like to thank Dr. Candace
Bradshaw for her care and compassion, especially in
the last few months of Sheila’s life. Thank you to her
many caregivers from the WRHA, especially Beth
and Marilyn. A final heartfelt thank you to Edeliza
Monton and the rest of her caregivers who with love
and dignity allowed Sheila to stay in her own home
until the end of her life. We are forever thankful for
her excellent care. 

Pallbearers were David Folk, Josh Folk, Eric
Jacobsohn, Hart Kaplan, Avi Saper and Warren
Zimmerman. Due to current Covid restrictions, shiva
was private.

If desired, donations would be appreciated to the
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia, Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba or the National Council of Jewish Women.

GERTIE SCHWARTZ
It is with heavy hearts

that we announce the
passing of our cherished
Mother, Baba, and Great
Baba Gertie Schwartz at
the age of 96. She passed
away peacefully Wednes-
day, January 5th at her
home in Toronto where
she resided for the last 10
years.

Gertie was predeceased
by her loving husband of
50 years Harry (Hashie),

parents Sam and Maeta Priesel, sisters Berte Sera
and Anne Erenberg, and daughter-in-law Ronda.

She is lovingly remembered by her children Howie
(Kathy), Maureen, and Ken (Gayla), as well as her
grandchildren Brad (Donna), Devin (Melanie),
Rayna (Bas), Lisa, Carly, Ali, and Lindsey. She will
also be missed by her great grandchildren Shiffy,
Chani, Rochelle, Rivki, Yitzi, Esti, Sara Aliza, Shevi,
Benson, and Oliver, as well as sister-in-law Lucy
Slusky, and many nieces and nephews.

Born August 29th, 1925 in Poland, Gertie
emigrated to Canada with her family at the age of 3,
first to Hoffer, Saskatchewan, and then to Winnipeg
shortly thereafter.

Gertie’s early years were difficult, losing her
mother when she was only 13. When she was 21,
Gertie met Hashie, the love of her life, on a blind
date. Six months later they were married spending 50
wonderful years together. They loved their many
vacations to Florida, Hawaii, and later Palm Springs
as well as their summers at the cottage at Falcon
Lake.

Gertie was known as “Auntie Gertie” not only to
her nieces and nephews, but to all the neighbourhood
children, friends of her children, as well as the
children of her many friends. Everyone was
welcome in Gertie’s home.

During the last years of her life Gertie experienced
numerous health problems, but nothing kept her
down. We used to joke about her having 9 lives!
Despite this, her mind was sharp, never forgetting
anything or anyone.

At age 87 Gertie moved to Baycrest Terraces
inToronto to be closer to family there, and to get to
know her grandchildren better. She insisted she
really wasn’t interested in making new friends. A
month later she was playing Bridge 3 times a week
and even teaching the game to beginners, as well
sitting on committees.

Gertie had a thirst for knowledge. She was
interested in everything and everyone around her,
making new friends wherever she went. In her 80’s
she embraced technology and spent hours every day
at her computer either emailing friends and family,
on Facebook or reading the Free Press. In the last
few years Alexa became her best friend as she
listened to Jets and Bomber games, and CJOB.

Gertie was always happy for other people’s
success, and genuinely empathized with their
disappointments. The eternal optimist, she always
said “When one door closes, another one opens”.

We can only strive to be the kind of inspiring and
dedicated person Gertie was, and hope to live a long
life with a sharp mind and loving heart, and the same
positive attitude which she has shown to us all. 

What more can we ask for…a long life, respect,
and to be loved by all! 

Donations in Gertie’s memory may be made to the
Gertie and Harry (Hash) Schwartz Fund at the
Jewish Foundation of Winnipeg, or the Heart and
Stroke Foundation.

In memory of
MORRIS FAINTUCH

1st Yahrzeit
It is with heavy hearts

that we announce the 1st
yahrzeit of our dearest
father Morris, who
passed away peacefully
at the Grace Hospital on
February 3rd, 2021 at the
age of 92.

Morris was pre-
deceased by his mother
Chaya, father Yaakov,
and beloved brothers
Henry, Yosef, David,
Aaron, and sister Rugia.

Morris is mourned by his devoted wife Mildred,
their three loving children, Gerry  (Michele), Elaine
(Todd), and Renee, and their loving grandchildren
Ashley (Yisroel), Stephanie (Michael), Orie and
Sharee, all from Winnipeg.

A private graveside service was held at the Hebrew
Sick Cemetery on February 5th, 2021.

Morris was born in Radom, Poland to his loving
family. He was a survivor of the Auschwitz
Concentration Camp during the Holocaust. Upon
liberation, he immigrated to Israel where he later
enlisted in the Palmach Battalion, assisting in the
liberation and creation of the land of Israel. 

In 1953, Morris moved to Canada, landing in
Montreal before making his way to Winnipeg. There
he met Mildred, who would later become his wife of
65 years. Morris would settle and create a home for
his family, working hard running his grocery store
business. While in Winnipeg, Morris never forgot his
past where he dedicated his life to serving the
General Monash Branch of the Royal Canadian
Legion for Jewish War Veterans and retelling his
story of survival to many audiences, including
schools, universities, and conferences. One of his
most cherished accomplishments was revisiting his
experience as a survivor, attending both the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum and March of
the Living accompanied by thousands of other
Jewish youths. 

With all his accomplishments and overcoming of
tragedy and hardship, Morris Faintuch managed to
create a beautiful flourishing family that will forever
cherish his memory and remember him for the hero
that he was: A survivor, a Jewish Veteran, and an
amazing father, Zaida, and Uncle. His humor, love
and dedication to his family will always be engrained
in our thoughts. His memory will always be a
blessing to everyone he touched.
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ROY PAISNER
It is with profound

sadness and heavy hearts
that we announce the
passing of our beloved
father, grandfather,
brother and uncle on Dec.
31, 2021 at the age of 94.

Roy will be forever
loved and missed by his
daughters, Robin Paisner
(Bruce), and Lori
Shapera (Nolan). He will
be dearly missed by his
loving grandchildren,

Samara (Daniel), Kira (Cole) Tali, and Ilana (Igal)
and great-grandchildren, Lev and Hunter.

Roy was predeceased by his parents, Louis and
Nina Paisner, and his loving companion and wife
Sheila Paisner of 67 years, whom he loved so very
much.

He is survived by his sisters Shelly Nitikman and
Reena Taviss (Stan), also by his sister-in-law Cecile
Silverman.

Funeral service was held on January 3, 2022 at The
Rosh Pina Memorial Park. Pallbearers were: Igal
Margolin, Mickey Serebnitsky, Cole Leinburd, Kira
Hayman, Edward Cantor and Daniel Glesby.

Roy was born in Winnipeg on August 16, 1927. He
was one of three children, being the older brother to
two younger sisters. It was a difficult life growing up
in the small town of Rosburn, Manitoba. Roy went to
school and also worked alongside his father at the
family’s Dry Goods store selling hardware, clothing,
groceries and produce.

At the young age of 17, Roy decided to move to
Winnipeg and took a job for the Genser family at
their furniture store. Shortly after, he began a long
pen pal relationship with his future wife Sheila, who
was from Montreal. When she came to Winnipeg,
they fell in love and were married on December 24,
1950.

Roy positioned himself to be nothing but a strong
and supportive husband and father to his family. He
had a strong work ethic which he dedicated to his
furniture businesses, “ReStyle Upholsters”
established on Notre Dame Avenue, and “Marvel
Furnishings” where he found strategic success on
Selkirk Avenue.

Roy played many musical instrument, including
the mandolin, piano, and drums; he also loved to
dance. He had a passion for motorcycles and even
learned how to operate a Ham radio for many years.
He loved to bowl, golf, fish, and travel often to
Florida, Mexico, Hawaii and Palm Springs. Most
importantly, he cherished the many Sunday brunches
and dinners he spent with his family.

Being a business leader, he became a Mason and
Member of the Masonic Lodge remaining faithful to
this position in his later years. He was a man who not
only loved his family, but also Yiddishkeit by
observing many Jewish traditions.

The family would like to express our sincere love
and thanks to the caregivers at The Simkin Center
Unit 1 South, with a special thanks to Marcella, who
was Roy’s personal caregiver and companion. Our
family will always be forever grateful for her love
and compassion.

Roy’s passing has left a saddened void in our lives.
He will always be loved and remembered in our
hearts forever.

If so, desired donations can be made to Cancer
Care Manitoba, The Winnipeg Humane Society, The
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba or a charity of your
choice.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JAN. 19

In loving memory of our
beloved grandmother &

great-grandmother

EVA (Rifka)
BLANK

who passed away
February 5, 1980
18 Days in Shevat

We still miss you very much
and think of you lovingly every
day.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAURA
DESHELL
who passed away
Feburary 5, 2007
18 days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RIVKE
(REGINA)
FLEISHER
who passed away
22 days in Shevat

February 10th, 2007
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her son
William, daughter in law
Doreen and grandchildren
Zach, Ben, Gideon and Raisa.

15th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory
of our dear husband and father
MAX  HECHTENTHAL

who passed away
January 24, 1981

20 Days in Shevat 5741
Our hearts still ache with sadness
Silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his son.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LYNN HENOCH
May  24, 1946-

January 29, 2016
19th day of Shvat

Beloved Wife, Mother, Savta,
Sister, Daughter, Auntie,
Teacher, Artist & Friend.

Creator of Home,
of Clay and of Beauty

Your love and inspiration live on.
May you rest in the garden,

swim with the loons and
fly like a dove in peace.

“Love You to the Moon and Back”

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID KAPLAN
who passed away

February 10th 2021
29 Days in Shevat

Beloved Husband, Father,
Zeyda, and Brother

—Forever loved and missed.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In memory of a beloved
father, grandfather, husband.
A gentle man, friend to many,
respected and admired by all

MICHAEL
KAUFMANN

who passed away
February 18, 2006
21 Days in Shevat

In Pirke avot, it is written:
There are three crowns:

The crown of Torah,
the crown of priesthood,
and the crown of royalty;

but the crown of a good name
surpasses them all.

— With love your wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GOLDY
LABOVITCH

who passed away
February 1, 1986
22 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered by her
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

36th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK NEWMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2014

21st of Shevat, 5774
You’re always in our hearts

— Ever rememered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

SAMUEL
TENNENHOUSE

who passed away
February 14, 2001

22 days in Shevat, 5761

In loving memory of

— Lovingly remembered by their children and grandchildren.

GERTIE
TENNENHOUSE

who passed away
April 30, 2014

30 days in Nisan

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MORRIS
WIWIERSKI

who passed away
January 19, 1995
19 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his sons,
daughter-in-law and grand-
children.
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JAN.26

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

TOBY
KOFFMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2003
20 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchild.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUTH POSEN
who passed away
January 26, 1989

21 Days in Shevat, 5749
—Ruth was an extremely
generous and beautiful
woman, who cared deeply for
her family and friends.
Every day she lives on in the
hearts of all who miss her
presence.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

KAY SERA
who passed away
February 5, 2010
21 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by her loving
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
40th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ESTHER
STERN

who passed away
February l1, 1982
18 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

24th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE
SUCHAROV

who passed away
February 18, 1998
22 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly  missed by your
family.

23rd Yahrzeit

HARRY
DORDICK
who passed away

February 17, 1999
1 day in Adar I

In loving memory of

— Forever missed by your
daughter and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM

GREENBERG
who passed away

February 23, 2001
30 days in Shevat

You are forever in our hearts &
on our minds.
— Your children &
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MORRIS GUNN
who passed away

March 5, 1973
1st Day in Adar II, 5733

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK GUTKIN
who passed away
January 26, 2020
29 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving  children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children and family.

5th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAIGIE KLEIN
who passed away
February 8, 2016

29 days in Shevat, 5776
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Jack, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GORDON
KNELLER
who passed away
January 30, 1989
24 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

MOLLY CLARICE
PITSCH

who passed away
February 1, 2000
25 Days in Shevat

Forever in our hearts and with
our spirits.
— Your daughter, grand-
children, sister, family and
friends.

22nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK
NIMCHONOK

who passed away
February 5, 2000
30 days in Shevat

—Greatly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
sisters, family and dear
friends.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY REINER
who passed away
January 29, 2011
24 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your wife, children, grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICKEY
SHAFFER
who passed away
February 1, 1997
24 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX
STRONGER

who passed away
February 2, 1957
1st Day in Adar

Your sense of humor and
positive attitude is kept alive in
your grandsons, Michael
(named in your memory), and
Lyle.
— Ever remembered by your
son Barry.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAURIE
THOMPSON

who passed away
February 24, 2006
26 days in Shevat

Your passing saddened us
Your love and warmth embrace
us
Your smile and passionate
heart sustain us
— Forever loved and missed
by your wife, children and
grandchildren.

2nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, grandfather,

and friend to so many

JULIUS WISE
who passed away

February 21, 2020
26 Days in Shevat

— You are missed every day
and we remember everything
you did for us. 
You will never be forgotten
and you will be in our hearts
forever.
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PassagesIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

MIKE WOLFSON
who passed away

February 20, 2020
25 Days in Shevat

2nd Yahrzeit

—Missed every day and will
always be lovingly
remembered by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HAROLD M.
MARGOLIS

who passed away
February 17, 2001
24 Days in Shevat

From the practice of this plain
craft
come works of everlasting
artistry,
And as from densest lead are
cast the wings
on which thoughts fly past
centuries,
So from blackest ink shines
forth
the light of words that make
men free.
Always remembered by his
sisters, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK
MARKSON

who passed away
January 26, 1995
26 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

Remembering Bob Saget’s Jewishness
Jan. 10, 2022 (JTA) — Bob Saget, the comedi-

an and actor famous for playing a wholesome sit-
com father figure but who never lost his flair for
raunchy comedy, has died at 65.

Saget died shortly after performing in Orlando,
where he had delivered a show with his trademark
mashup of dark humor and dad jokes that he first
developed while misbehaving in Hebrew school.

Saget was found dead in his hotel room in
Orlando. The cause of his death is unknown but
police do not suspect drugs or foul play.

As a performer, Saget alternated between the raunchy
standup comic known for darkly funny bits peppered with curse
words and the wholesome dad that he played on the 1990s sit-
com “Full House,” bringing together his audiences of children
and adults in his role as host of “America’s Funniest Home
Videos.”

Even before he got to Hollywood, Saget honed his comedy as
a misbehaving Hebrew school student at Temple Israel in
Norfolk, Virginia.

“Well, a lot of it was rebellion,” Saget told the Atlanta Jewish
Times in 2014. “In my Hebrew school training, I would spend
more time trying to impress the girls in the class. I remember
the rabbi taking me up to his office and saying ‘Saget, you’re
not an entertainer; you have to stop doing this.’ I couldn’t stop.”

He never did.
After a short stint contributing to CBS’ “The Morning

Program,” Saget was cast to play a morning show host on TV.
As Danny Tanner on “Full House,” Saget played a widowed
dad and morning show host raising three daughters in San
Francisco with the help of his brother-in-law and his best
friend. Saget played the role until the show ended in 1995 and
reprised it in the “Fuller House” reboot that premiered in 2016.
In 1989, Saget started hosting “America’s Funniest Home
Videos,” which he continued until 1997.

Saget was born in Philadelphia in 1956 to Jewish parents but
spent much of his childhood in Norfolk. His father, a super-
market executive, and his mother, a hospital administrator,
probably would have preferred to see their son follow through
on his original plans to become a doctor. But Saget’s plans
changed in high school when his English teacher, Elaine
Zimmerman, encouraged him to become a filmmaker. “To the
next Groucho-Fellini,” she wrote in his yearbook.

After studying film at Temple University, Saget moved to Los
Angeles and became a regular at the Comedy Store, the leg-
endary comedy club famous for launching the careers of come-
dians like David Letterman and Jay Leno. His comedic role
models included Richard Pryor, Rodney Dangerfield and Don
Rickles, who, as Saget recalled in 2017, once said of him: “He
comes out like a Jewish Clark Kent.”

At the same time that Saget was becoming the most recog-
nizably beloved father in America, he experienced his own
share of tragedy within his real family. Saget lost both of his

sisters relatively young; Andrea died of a
brain aneurysm in 1985 and Gay of sys-
temic scleroderma in 1994. Throughout his
career, Saget frequently performed at
events to benefit charitable causes and
served on the board of the Scleroderma
Research Foundation.

In 2021, Saget participated in a Purim
spiel, or comedic reading of the Purim
story, to benefit the Met Council, in which
he played the villain of the story, Haman.

“I’m self-loathing, too,” he quipped as he and other members
of the cast sounded groggers to drown out Haman’s name.

Saget recalled his Jewish upbringing, including his Hebrew
school experience and the Jewish foods his bubbe cooked, in
the foreword he wrote for the 2011 book, “Becoming Jewish:
The Challenges, Rewards, and Paths to Conversion,” by Rabbi
Steven Carr Reuben and Jennifer S. Hanin.

“I was born a Jewish boy. I was circumcised. Thank God by
a professional. That is not something you want done by a
novice. Or someone doing it for college credit. So I ‘became
Jewish’ instantly upon birth,” he wrote.

As a teenager and through college, Saget worked at a deli.
Food was an important part of Saget’s Jewish upbringing, espe-
cially his bubbe’s stuffed cabbage and mandelbread cookies.

Speaking to Jay Sanderson of the “Jay’s 4 Questions” podcast
in 2018, Saget recalled the time he almost got fired from his
deli counter job after he stuck a half-smoked cigarette in a
carp’s mouth and showed it to a customer who wanted to be
sure the carp was fresh. Despite the years he spent grinding
carp, Saget never lost his taste for gefilte fish, though he could-
n’t stomach the jarred variety. His preferred combination for
gefilte fish, he told Sanderson in 2018, was a mix of carp, pike
and whitefish.

“The food of the Jewish people stays within me. It is still
within me. I am writing this with a matzah ball inside me from
1975. It is next to the kishka,” he wrote in the foreword to
“Becoming Jewish.”

Saget did not consider himself to be very observant. But he
did feel sense of spirituality on a trip he took to Israel with his
parents in the 80s or 90s.

“It was quite a gift and there were many spiritual things that
happened throughout and that I think is still the closest I’ve felt,
because you can actually see it and feel it in the air in Israel,”
he said.

Having lost his sisters and both of his parents — his father in
2007 and his mother in 2014 — at the time of his conversation
with Sanderson, Saget talked about the difficulty in feeling
spirituality or belief in God after experiencing so much loss.

“I go back and forth with my belief system, by the way. I’m
not the best, most observant Jewish person you’ve ever met or
talked to, and yet I’m Jewish and proud to be,” he said.

Israeli government coalition teeters amid conflict 
over JNF tree-planting in Bedouin villages

Jan. 12, 2022 (JTA) — Members of one of Israel’s Arab
political parties are vowing to boycott Knesset proceedings,
and thus threatening the coalition that governs by a slim
majority, over what they see as an attack on their constituents
among the Bedouin Arabs of Israel’s Negev region.

That offensive has come in the form of forestation efforts by
the Jewish National Fund, a quasi-governmental organization
that develop Israel’s land and nature and which is famous for
planting trees across the country.

The organization has been planting trees in the southern part
of the country, which is mostly desert, on land that the
Bedouins claim as theirs. Because the lifestyle of the Bedouin
tribes centers around farming and grazing livestock on open
land, the forestation attempts threaten to limit the land avail-
able to their herds and farming, and thus their livelihood. The
forestation initiative has led to protests as well as violent con-
frontations between protesters and police in recent weeks.

According to the Times of Israel, Israeli Welfare Minister
Meir Cohen temporarily shut down the forestation machinery
on Wednesday and reportedly set up emergency negotiation
talks with the leadership of Ra’am — or the United Arab List,
one of the Arab parties that make up some of the 61 votes
needed for the governing coalition.

According to Haaretz, more than a dozen people were

arrested Tuesday amid clashes with police and another 10
people were arrested Wednesday. A Haaretz reporter was
attacked by protesters Tuesday, and his car stolen and set on
fire. Eleven more were arrested on Wednesday.

On Wednesday, a temporary agreement was reached amid
the spiraling crisis, and the planting was to be halted while all
involved would enter negotiations.

Relations between Israel’s government and the Bedouin
communities in the south have long been tense as Israel has
tried to encourage the communities to move into permanent
housing in cities. To leaders of the Bedouin communities,
those attempts, as well as the forestation efforts by the JNF,
have come across as land grabs.

“As part of this work, they have destroyed tin homes of
those living in the area and planted the land with trees — all
so as to take over the land,” Yaqoub Dreijat, a local leader,
told The Times of Israel.

The voting constituencies of Ra’am, or the United Arab
List, one of the Arab parties that make up some of the 61 votes
needed for the governing coalition, are heavily concentrated
among Bedouins in the south.

“We will not vote with the coalition until the plantings in the
south are stopped,” Mansour Abbas told Israel’s Channel 12
news, according to The Times of Israel.

BOB SAGET



Along ago in Winnipeg, one
of the giants of this commu-
nity started a business with

his brother-in-law Louis Leipsic.
That business became a power-
house in the real estate and insur-
ance fields. Its name: Aronovitch
and Leipsic. 

That giant was Abraham Herman
Aronovitch. He was succeeded by his son Edgar Judah ( bet-
ter known as Juk) Aronovitch, who was later succeeded by his
sons Brian and Donald. The members of the Aronovitch fam-
ily went on to pursue other business activities.  Now  though,
some of the great grandchildren of Abraham are making their
marks around the continent and beyond. One of those great-
grandchildren is Steven Aronovitch. 

Steven is the youngest child  of the late Brian and Penny (Parks, original-
ly Pashkovsky and later Pash). Steven is one of four children: his brothers,
the late Rabbi Drew Aronovitch, Fraser, and a sister, Lois. Steven grew up
in River Heights, later in Tuxedo, and attended a few schools during his
growing up years: William Osler, Laidlaw, Shaftesbury, Kelvin and the
University of Winnipeg. He later went to and graduated from the University
of Manitoba with a BA, followed by a degree in Creative Communications
from Red River Community College. 

During his Red River years, Steven did an internship at the Manitoba
Sports Federation. His stint there spurred an interest in the post-grad Sport
Marketing Programme at George Brown in Toronto. The fact that he had
done volunteer work with the Winnipeg Jets, Downtown Winnipeg BIZ ,
Forestry Canada, and the Independent Living Resource Centre all helped
Steven get into the program at George Brown, but he was required to take a
course in Vancouver in additional marketing. It was in 1993 when a young
Steve Aronovitch made his move to Toronto, where he has remained ever
since.

Aronovitch graduated from George Brown in 1994 and soon he was busy
in an area involving the negotiation of sponsorships. It was not long before
Steve was working at an ad agency by the name of Harrison Young Pesonen
Newell, where he was assigned to the Unilver account. Ever  since then

Aronovitch has been a steady worker in media. In 2008, he
joined what was then Top Drawer Creative. That move ulti-
mately led to an invitation in 2018 to become a partner with
three others in his current company, The Turn Lab. 

One interesting aspect of The Turn Lab’s operation is that it
is a carbon neutral business.  The Turn Lab is willing  to work
with any client looking to transform its business in alignment
with The Turn Lab’s values.  The company focuses on digital,
tech and consulting work. In the area of consulting, it has
attempted to operate what is called a consumer insights panel.
The four partners are open to change and they have met the
challenges of the pandemic as best they could. One way that
they have done this is to launch a new platform with a con-
sumer app called “Just Boardrooms”. It helps anyone or busi-

ness use space for short periods of time. They have seen a market open up
for this kind of short period rentals for all sorts of reasons many of which
were pandemic related. 

Steven’s experience in the advertising world le him to being involved in
working with some major clients, including CPG (Consumer Packaged
Goods), Financial Services Automotive, QSR ( Quick Service Restaurants),
retail businesses and not for profit clients. Having the ability to work with
many different kinds of businesses and people is a talent and Steven might
say that some of his ability to work well with all sorts of people was a skill
he picked up at BB Camp, where he spent many years as a camper and later
as a counsellor and LTP coordinator. It was there that Steven developed
close friendships with many Winnipeg kids that have lasted to this day:
David Finklestein, Lewis and David Stern, Marshall Matias, Aaron London,
Doug Warren, David Wilder and Josh Weidman. Those relationships helped
Steven immensely in learning how to get along with others. He has taken
that skill and applied it to his work in the advertising business. 

You can follow the path from Abraham to Edgar to Brian and now to
Steven, but what is certain about all these Aronovitch men from Winnipeg
to Toronto is one definite trait that binds them together- not just their name,
but their commitment to work at any level.  In whatever they did and do,
they covered (and Steven still does) all the “BASEs” ( Brian, Abraham,
Steve and Edgar).
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Steven Aronovitch- Covering all the BASEs.  

By

GERRY POSNER

STEVE ARONOVITCH

Tony McAleer: How one man became a neo Nazi

While I was attending university I met Tony
McAleer at a meeting of the Atlantic
Jewish Council. Tony was there to give a

presentation about White Supremacy. 
Tony McAleer himself is a former White

Supremacist neo Nazi who became deeply involved
in the White Aryan Resistance as a recruiter and
leader. However, he has since turned his life around
and co-founded “A Cure for Hate”, a non-profit
organization intent on deradicalization. 

I thought Tony had an inspiring story and after his talk we had an opportu-
nity to ask him questions. I asked him what he thought the correct methods
were to deradicalize people and bring them back into the fold? 

He gave a great response, saying that de-platforming people was the wrong
way to go; it only leads to further isolation and radicalization. Rather,  he said,
people must be engaged with in honest conversation to try to question their
beliefs and bring them back into polite society. 

His answer rang true with me, so I invited him to sit down for an  interview
that could let me delve deeper into issues relating to White Supremacy.  

We began by talking about  Tony’s childhood.  Born to a relatively affluent
family in a Vancouver West Side neighbourhood -  his father was a psychia-
trist, Tony was able to attend an all-boys Catholic School, and had what might
be considered a normal childhood. Perhaps in contrast to what many people
might presuppose how someone could end up a violent neo Nazi, Tony said:
“I didn’t come from a broken home where there was violence.” 

He explained that he led a normal life until the moment when he realized
that his father was not the man he thought he was when he walked in on him
and found him with  another woman.

Tony said this incident shattered his trust in authority figures and led to his
“acting up”. However, as he made explicit throughout our interview, Tony
never blamed his father or anybody else for his behaviour.

As it was, following his discovery of his father’s unfaithfulness to his moth-
er, Tony began to act out and his grades slipped. At that point the priests at the
school began to beat him, he says. 

As Tony described it,  “I’ve never felt so powerless in my life.” He went on
to attend a boarding school where he would make the transition from a nor-
mal, albeit now a distressed kid, to a hurt outcast associating with the fringes
of society. 

It was at boarding school that he says he encountered skinheads and punk
rockers. He said, “I went from listening to Elton John and Queen, to The
Clash and the Sex Pistols and what I was starting to listen to was really a

reflection of what was going on inside.” 
Somewhat perversely, Tony told me he was drawn to skinheads because

they terrified him and they exhibited something he didn’t: toughness. Tony
said, “Nobody feared me, and when I was with them, I felt powerful. I felt
powerful in a way the exact opposite of the way I felt in that office when I
was getting hit on the end with a metre stick.” 

What he went through is  typical of what radical right wing groups do, Tony
told me. They often skillfully play upon someone’s vulnerabilities - focusing
on something that was lacking in their childhood to draw them into their orga-
nization. For Tony, what he lacked, he told me, were several things, including
power, attention, and acceptance. As he put it, “I got power when I felt pow-
erless, I got attention when I felt invisible, and I got acceptance and com-
radery when I felt unlovable.”

Still, to me this all seemed a bit paradoxical: Why would you feel safe and
powerful with a bunch of violent skinheads? How could you feel acceptance
in  a fringe group that is largely demonized by mainstream media and
despised by a majority of the Canadian population? 

To Tony this was irrelevant, as he explained: “None of this is rational. We’re
talking about deep psychological drivers. I hung out with skinheads because
I felt safe, and it’s the last place a normal person would go to feel safe - but I
felt that I was around people that terrified everybody else, so it was safe for
me…. and growing up in a house where I couldn’t get enough of my dad’s
attention, I learned that I’d rather have negative attention then his indiffer-
ence, and attention is what I got in the [White Supremacist] movement.
There’s no question.” 

Tony went on to suggest that if we were to look deep into his psyche he was
reacting to what he calls “toxic shame’’. To him, just because we don’t under-
stand the concept doesn’t mean that he wasn’t making a logical choice.  At
that time, he said, it made perfect sense. 

And yet, I was perplexed at the notion that someone could buy into the
hateful ideology of a White Supremacist movement? 

Tony responded: “It’s ego - and you rationalize all these things and con-
vince yourself you’re doing the right thing and everybody else is wrong. And
you know, the whole world is against you. And it becomes like this heroic
mythological hero’s journey, and it fits into the hero archetypes. And the use
of Viking imagery, the use of imagery of Nazi soldiers, and all these things to
put forward a false ideal of what men are supposed to be, all those feed into -
when you don’t have a healthy sense of those things, it’s very easy to choose
the ‘fast-food’ alternative.”

In the next issue Jon will continue his exploration of what led Tony McAleer
to buy into the White Supremacy movement and become a fervent neo Nazi.

By

JON VAN DER VEEN
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The Curious Nexus of Albert Einstein & Franz Kafka:
Part Fact / Part Fiction

This story is based on the
fact that two of the most
famous Jews of the last cen-
tury – perhaps the most
famous (if you include
Sigmund Freud) – met in
Prague when Einstein was
teaching at the German
University (1911-1912). The
story has three parts plus a

coda. Part I is fiction, Part II is factual, and Part III is
both. The coda is true. For this serial publication in
The Jewish Post &  News it is divided into seven
installments. 

Part I: Albert & Franz in Prague: 1911-1912
In early July 1912, two men meet in the corner of a lavishly furnished

room. Dressed in suits, one is neat and combed, the other rather dishev-
elled. It is Bertha Fanta’s salon of Jewish intellectuals held in her apartment
in the Old Town Square of Prague. 

—-Franz, as usual, you’re late tonight, so we don’t have much time to
talk. The speaker will be starting soon. I thought you might not come.

——Oh, Albert, here I am. I remembered that you’re moving back to
Switzerland this month, so I came. This will be our last chat. I wish you
well in your new post at the Polytechnic. I suspect your wife is pleased to
be moving back and especially getting out of Prague, which she abhors. 

——Thanks for your good wishes. But we don’t have much time to chat,
and I did read that four-sentence short story you gave me last time – since
you finally got around to giving me something you wrote, after our many
talks about literature and other things. In fact, I have the paper somewhere
here, uh, in this pocket …. Oh, it’s a bit crumpled. But I made some notes
on it. 

——Did you like it, Albert?  
——I’m not sure “like” is the proper word to use for this.
——Uh, so tell me what you thought of it?  Or maybe better, what do

your notes say?
——Well, there’s a problem with – how should I say? – uh, the physical

optics of it. You see, what you say about the girl and the man’s shadow is
impossible. If the sun is setting, and it is shining in her face (as you say),
then she is walking west. But if a man is also approaching her from behind,
he too is walking west, and any shadow that he casts will be behind him,
toward the east – and so there is no way that she (or we) will see his shad-
ow coming up behind her. It’s just plain wrong. Do you see?  Do you under-
stand it?

——Oh, yes. I understand what you say. I do.
——Did you know about this when you wrote it, and did you do it on

purpose?
——That’s a good question. Or, really two good questions.
——So, what are your good answers?
——Do you like the fact that the optics are impossible? Does that add

something to the story?  
——Franz, you’re back to the “like” thing, and you’ve answered my

questions with two more questions?
——I know. I do, I know.  I could bring up more questions, if you like.
——No, don’t. I don’t like or want more questions. Plus, we have not yet

got into the issue of the possible ominous aspect of the story, at least for
me, with the man fast approaching the girl from behind. Was I right to be
troubled about her safety at this point in the story? 

——How interesting that you felt that way. Do you think this says some-
thing about your attitude toward women?

——Let me put it this way, Franz: for an only four-sentence story, we’ve
generated more futile dialogue than necessary, I believe.

——I agree. Indeed, that’s my point. So, Albert, I’ve answered all your
questions. … Now, to hear the speaker.

——You have?  (Albert mumbles to himself as he walks into the next
room. “In some ways I’ll miss this guy, but in other ways I will not. He can
be very interesting – but frustrating too. I’ll always think of him when I
think of Prague. That’s for sure.)

*   *   *
For the readers wishing to see what this dialogue is about, here is the

(very) short story in question. It was untitled in 1912. Later it was called,
“Looking Out Distractedly.” 

What shall we do in the spring days that are now rapidly approaching?
This morning the sky was grey, but if you go over to the window now, you’ll
be surprised, and rest your cheek against the window lock.

Down on the street you’ll see the light of the now setting sun on the face
of the girl walking along and turning to look over her shoulder, and then
you’ll see the shadow of the man rapidly coming up behind her. 

Then the man has overtaken her, and the girl’s face is quite dazzling. 

*   *   *
The nexus (as the title says) between these two

giants in their different fields (physics & literature) in
the last century spanned several decades. It began in
Prague in 1911, when Albert Einstein (famous today,
but only well-known among a very select group of sci-
entists at the time) and Franz Kafka (famous today as
a writer, but mainly unpublished at that time) met at a
philosophical salon of Jewish intellectuals run by
Bertha Fanta, also called the “Prague Circle.” Einstein
arrived in the city in April of 1911 and left in mid-July
of 1912: a period about 16 months. 

The nexus culminated in Princeton, New Jersey
(where Einstein worked at the Institute for Advanced

Studies, having left Germany in 1933), and centered on his relationship
with his last girlfriend, Johanna Fantova.

*   *   * 
Max Fanta was a pharmacist and his store, “The Unicorn”, was in the Old

Town Square in Prague. His wife Bertha ran the salon.
One evening in May 1911, the two men first meet in the corner of a room

in Fanta’s salon. Both are dressed in middle-class suits with jackets,
trousers and waistcoats. Albert’s is light grey, large plaid and slightly wrin-
kled. Franz’s is navy and neatly pressed; he also wears a stiff club collar,
rounded on end, with a dark blue tie. Albert’s collar is soft; his tie is black.
Franz’s dark hair is slicked back, parted in the middle, and cut short over
the ears. Albert’s dark, thick and curly hair is left long, covering the tops of
his ears; he also has a heavy moustache. The room is fashioned in a mud-
dle of bourgeois gravitas with the occasional casual contemporary touch.
Gloomy floral wallpaper, heavy dark drapes on windows, over-stuffed
chairs and couches with plump pillows; hefty tablecloths over solid tables,
vases and pots filled with both fresh and dried flowers, ornate shades on
lamps with both concave and convex shapes, and Persian rugs with color-
ful patterns scattered around the floors. The walls are either filled with
bookshelves bursting with books, magazines, and bric-a-brac, or framed
pictures and prints (original and fake – such as a Mona Lisa), or also large
framed mirrors, pleasurably adding extra light to the room. All this is in
contrast to a modern square- backed light wooden sofa and chairs and sim-
ilar tables draped with light lacy tablecloths – plus a few contemporary
pieces of sculpture dotted here and there.  Mostly old with some new.   

——Are you new here? I came to the last meeting and didn’t see you
here.

——No, not new. I come, occasionally. 
——I am new to the city and was told the discussions would be intellec-

tually stimulating. Do you find that’s true?
——No. Mostly not. I find the theoretical discussion tedious, and so I

don’t come that often. 
——Well, theoretical discussions, I guess you could say, are my life-

blood. You see, I’m a theoretical physicist – at least that’s my position at
the German University. We just moved here in April. My name is Albert
Einstein. What do you do, that makes you abhor theory? 

——So, here’s a surprise. My degree is in law. I’m Franz Kafka. Born
here twenty-seven years ago. 

——A lawyer? Well, I would assume that your work would involve much
theoretical discussion. And for the tedious issue, I can’t think of anything
more tedious than writing legalese. Or, is the problem that you have enough
of this at work, and you would rather devote your evenings to other ways
of thinking – or just relaxing? 

——As for writing, I would rather write fiction – stories that arise in my
dreams. My real love is literature. More than anything else. Even women.
Even myself. … Speaking of women: do you find these discussions stimu-
lating? 

——Literature! Well, Franz, my favorite novel is probably “The Brothers
Karamazov”, by Dostoyevsky. As I said, I’m new to the city, and I was told
about Bertha Fanta’s philosophical salon as a place of meeting among Jews
interested in intellectual discussions on a range of topics. Some of which
interest me and some not. As a physicist, I’m not attracted to any form of
mysticism – which I consider mishuginah. For that reason, I’m skeptical
about what this philosopher/theologian Martin Buber had to say at the
meeting a few weeks ago. And then there is Zionism, which I have never
really thought much about until now.

——My good friend, Max Brod, has become obsessed with Zionism. It
has much to do with the situation of Jews here, and elsewhere in Europe.
Prague, as you may know, is a cultural mix of Czech, German, & Jew, liv-
ing in a condition of persistent tension. The Germans look down on the
Czechs – the anti-Slav viewpoint. The Jews are sympathetic to the Czechs,
but of all the Germans here, half are Jews. Plus, the Jews speak German.
Hence there is a Jewish allegiance to the Germans. But also, therefore, the
Czechs see the Jews as the enemy, and, of course, anti-Semitism is rampant
among them – as
well as among the

DAVID R. TOPPER

By

ALBERT 
EINSTEIN

FRANZ
KAFKA

(Continued on page 20. See “Einstein & Kafa”.)
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non-Jewish Germans.
And all this governed by
the bureaucracy of the
Austrian political sys-

tem. … So, my friend Max says that we’re trapped, and the only
way out is Zionism. We need to find our own place to live. Hugo
Bergmann, a librarian at your university, who often speaks here, has
been a major influence on Max. I’ve lived here all my life, so I know
of what I speak. Many years ago, there were anti-Semitic riots here:
looting of Jewish shops, beatings and more – driven by the ultra-
nationalist Czechs. It petrified me as a boy. … As for Dostoyevsky,
I’m surprised that he was such a great writer, since he was, in fact,
a married man.

——Well, Franz, I must say that Prague is – as far as I can see –
steeped in Judaism. These dark and narrow streets and the Jewish
cemetery – so much history recorded in those stones – make me feel
as if I’ve retreated back to the Middle Ages. Indeed, this group of
rather marginalized folk conjures an almost mediaeval sense of
camaraderie. … And, oh, yes, I met your friend Max. In fact, if you
come to the next meeting you will hear Max and me make music.
We will play sonatas. Me on my violin and he on piano. 

——Oh, Albert, I don’t like music. I cannot understand it. Leaves
me cold. I am bored at concerts. Of course, this may have something
to do with the fact that I can’t carry a tune. Tone deaf, I guess. Even
though I took music lessons as a child – piano and violin. But I quit
both. 

——Well, I know many people cannot make music, but still love
to listen to it. I assume they respect it all the more since they cannot
do it themselves. I read, like you, much literature – but cannot write
it.  

——It doesn’t work that way for me. If I can’t do something, I
don’t want to see or hear or have anything to do with it.

——That’s a most strange attitude. I suspect I may be surprised at
your attitude toward other things too – that is, if we get to know each
other better. Anyway, on the topic of anti-Semitism: it just occurred
to me that Buber’s mysticism maybe is an escapist approach to anti-
Semitism. To me, it doesn’t solve the problem by retreating into
your shell. Also, all this talk on Jewish issues has rekindled some of
my feelings from my childhood when – for a short time – I was
steeped in Judaism. Although frankly, I’ve not experienced much
anti-Semitism, but – well, you see – I left Germany (Munich, specif-
ically), where we were living at the time – at age sixteen.
Renounced my citizenship as I crossed the border. Your mentioning
of the anti-Slav attitude by the Germans reminds me that my wife,
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Prince Charles commissions Holocaust survivor
portraits for Buckingham Palace

Jan. 14, 2022 (JTA) — The United Kingdom’s Prince Charles has commis-
sioned portraits of seven Holocaust survivors to be displayed at Buckingham
Palace for International Holocaust Remembrance Day.

Charles, whose title is the Prince of Wales, commissioned the portraits as part
of his service as the royal patron of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, a position
he took over from Queen Elisabeth in 2015. The portraits will be displayed in the
palace’s Queen Gallery ahead of Jan. 27, the anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz in 1945 and a date that the United Nations has designated as Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

The paintings will later become a part of the Royal Collection, according to
Vanity Fair. The survivors are all in their 90s, all survived Nazi camps and have
all since lived in the U.K.

“As the number of Holocaust survivors sadly, but inevitably, declines, my abid-
ing hope is that this special collection will act as a further guiding light for our
society, reminding us not only of history’s darkest days, but of humanity’s inter-
connectedness as we strive to create a better world for our children, grandchildren
and generations as yet unborn; one where hope is victorious over despair and love
triumphs over hate,” Charles said in a statement earlier this week.

The BBC has filmed the making of the portraits for a television program sched-
uled to be aired next month, the Royal Collection Trust noted in its announce-
ment.

Last year, the Imperial War Museums in London displayed a series of Kate
Middleton’s photographed portraits of Holocaust survivors. Middelton, the
Duchess of Cambridge, is the wife of Prince William, the oldest son of Prince
Charles and his late ex-wife Princess Diana.

who is Serbian, is very much aware of this and wants us to move back to
Switzerland as soon as possible. She hates it here. She’s very uncomfortable hear-
ing anti-Slavic jokes. I guess it’s like us hearing anti-Semitic jokes. 

——Oh, Albert, that must be a long story – leaving Germany that way, I mean.
I thought you grew up there and hence that’s why you’re teaching at the German
University. Where did you go when you left, and did you leave your family
behind? That must have been difficult, that is, if you were close to your family.

——No and no. Um, let me explain. First, they had already left. The family had
moved to Italy – specifically the town of Pavia, just south of Milan. That’s where
I went. In fact, they didn’t know I was coming, so it was a big surprise when I
arrived, as you may surmise. You see, my father’s electrical business had gone
under, and so he took the family to join his brother’s electrical business in Pavia.
I was left behind in a boardinghouse to finish my last year of high school. But I
got deeply depressed. Plus, I was afraid of getting drafted into military service. I
have a deep revulsion of militarism. Marching parades, brass bands, men in uni-
forms with endless medals, and such – it all repels me. As a child I’d get nauseous
at such sights. Really. Once I even vomited. … And so, when I crossed the bor-
der, I became a stateless person. Although by now I have taken up Swiss citizen-
ship.

——So, you didn’t finish your degree? You were a high school dropout! And
now you’re a professor here. Ha, there’s an atypical story. 

——Well, Franz, when crossing the border, I had a letter in my pocket from my
math teacher in Munich saying I had completed the entire curriculum in that sub-
ject. I guess, therefore, I was only a dropout in the rest of the curriculum.

——Ha, ha. That’s funny. Maybe I could write a funny story on this somehow. 
——Is what you write humorous? Do you write comedy?  I like a good laugh,

very much.
——How shall I say this, Albert? When I sometimes read my stories out loud

to my friends, I find that I often start laughing – laughing so much that I can’t read
anymore.

——Are your friends laughing too?
——Usually not. But, yes, occasionally, yes. Well, only very occasionally.
——Humm, I guess I would have to hear this for myself to see what the prob-

lem is. Apparently, your friends don’t think your stories are as funny as you do.
Maybe?

——Well, they are funny – no matter what they think. … And, I like the idea of
you dropping out of school and arriving on your parents’ doorstep, unannounced
no less. It must have been a funny situation. Wish I’d been there Albert.

——What you just said explains a lot to me about your sense of humour. …
For, not surprisingly, no one laughed. There was instead much consternation over
what was in store for me with the rest of my life without a degree and such. Father
yelling. Mother crying. My sister staring at me with a wide-eyed look. Not a com-
ical scene. Except maybe to you.

——Ha, ha. You’re right. See, I’m laughing already. Quite humorous.
——There’s not much humour in the lawyer business, as far as I know. Where

do you work?
—— I work for the Worker’s Accident Insurance Institute of the government of

Bohemia. … But we have to go to the next room, for the speaker is about to begin.
We’ll have to continue this at a later meeting, since I have to leave right after the
speaker is done. 

——Sure, Franz. (Albert mumbles to himself as he walks toward the next room.
“Well, this Franz is a unique person. Not sure what to think of him? I guess we’ll
see if he comes again.) 

End of Part 1
Next issue: Part 2 of

“The Curious Nexus of Albert Einstein & Franz Kafka”

Einstein & Kafka
(Continued from page 19.)
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U of M to offer course on Yiddish culture – but if you’re not already
registered as a student, you have to hurry and register

We received an email from Haskel Greenfield, Coordinator for the Judaic
Studies program at the University of Manitoba, who asked whether we
might give some publicity to a course which will be offered through the
university beginning January 24.

The course is titled “Love, Death and Afterlives: Yiddish Culture in Pre-
World War II Eastern Europe – JUD 3010 (10), 3 credits, to be taught by
Itay Zutra.

It will held from 1:00 pm - 2:15 pm, Tuesday and Thursday, from Jan 24,
2022 - Apr 25, 2022.

Haskel advised that anyone interested in taking the course, including
auditing it, can contact either Linda Albanese (linda.albanese@umanito-
ba.ca Ph. 204.474-6691) or Karen Nickerson (karen.nickerson@umanito-
ba.ca. Ph. 204.474.8330) to arrange for registration.

Anyone over 65 can audit the class once they are registered as a student
in the U of M’s system, but here’s the catch: If you’re not already registered
as a student a the U of M, you have to register first – and then apply to audit
the course.

So, when Haskel Greenfield let me know that there was still time for
someone to apply to audit the course on Yiddish culture, I asked Karen
Nickerson, who is the student adviser for general studies at the university,
whether someone could still apply to audit the course if they’re not already
registered as a student?

Karen replied: 
“Bernie,
“If an individual is already a UM student and their status is active, they

simply need to contact our office.  We would manually register on their
behalf to audit courses with approval from the instructor and from Haskel.

“For any individuals who have not been admitted to the UM; if they still

wish to apply, they can contact my office.  Of course, at this late date, we
cannot guarantee space in courses but I can provide them with that infor-
mation if/when they contact me.  I will approve a late application up until
February 1st only but, as you say, it is getting a bit late.”

Karen did supply the following information about how to apply for the
course:

1. Start the application for Winter Term – Extended Education,
General Studies. Note: You will be able to complete the application but
will not be able to submit or pay for it as the deadline will have passed
(applications for all programs can be found
here: https://umanitoba.ca/explore/undergraduate-admissions/apply#find-
admission-requirements-and-begin-your-application)

2. Once you have completed the application, send an email to admis-
sions.generalstudies@umanitoba.ca

3. Admissions will then extend the deadline and communicate with
you that you can log onto your applicant portal and submit and pay for the
application. 

Note:  if you are a Senior Citizen, you will be required to upload a
scanned pdf attachment with your application.  You would not be charged
the application fee.

You will not be required to provide any transcripts as you are applying as
an auditing student.

So, if you’re interested in auditing the course on Yiddish culture and you
find the above instructions hard to understand, I suggest you contact either
Karen Nickerson or Linda Albanese right away and they’ll help you navi-
gate the registration process.

The IDF Shirt Challenge 

The inspiration came from Blake Zavadsky.
The 21-year-old New Yorker was recently
beaten on a busy Brooklyn street for wear-

ing the infamous green sweatshirt emblazoned
with the IDF symbol.   Even after being sucker-
punched twice in the face and threatened with
more, Zavadsky refused to remove his hoodie as
demanded by his violent attackers. 

K O L   H A K A V O D                        R E S P E C T !  There is now a
challenge circulating on social media.  Post a picture of yourself wearing a
shirt with the IDF insignia. 

Admittedly, I am not as brave as Zavadsky.   Fortunately, my kids are
bilingual and speak fluent English.   So, when taking family vacations
overseas, my first rule is “Don’t speak Hebrew”.   Want to avoid any
unnecessary confrontations.   Pity.    I was actually accosted while walking
along Toronto’s Yonge Street with my daughter when visiting a few years
ago.  From out of nowhere.  A punk, wearing a dirty black sweatshirt - not
emblazoned with the IDF symbol, and with the hood hanging over his
unshaven and pockmarked face, sucker-shoved me against the wall.   Not
for being Jewish or Israeli.   Rather, in his demented, drug-infused,
homophobic rage, for being a fag.  As comedian Jerry Seinfeld might have
said, “I’m not... not that there’s anything wrong with it.”  And before my
four years of martial arts training could kick in (pun intended) my poor-
excuse-for-an-attacker ran off into the crowd.   And that was that.   The
episode provided my daughter with a great story for her friends back in
Israel.  And, within my family, earned me the misnomer of “Mr. Ninja”.  I
digress.

++++

I get a Lior Raz/Avi Issacharoff (creators of the hit TV series, Fauda),
geopolitical, suspense-filled headrush when matched against an opponent
from Iran.   I’m talking about my beloved Chess.com and the ten minute
speed games -   where opponents from around the world are randomly
paired by skill level.  When that horizontally colored green, white and red
flag with the tulip in the center shows up -  matched against my two stripes
of blue on a white background with the blue Star of David in the center.
(The two stripes representing Israel’s territorial ambitions to grab the land
between the Nile and Euphrates.  Well, according to extremists within the
PLO and Hamas.   But more likely representing the two stripes of the
Jewish tallit [prayer shaw]).)   Let the adrenaline flow.   Neither a
vexillophile nor a particularly good player, I anyway enjoy a cerebrally
challenging chess game.  Even more so when its played against our good
neighbour.

Then there’s the feeling of dual
loyalty -  when facing off against a
fellow Canuck -   with my six-
pointed Star of David protected by
the imperialistic blue stripes.
Matched against - again, claiming
no love of vexillology- a beautifully
framed, eleven-pointed, red maple
leaf set against Canada’s national
colors of red and white.   Dual
loyalty?   Well, yes.   But in a
positive sense, as I love both my
countries.   And enjoy a friendly
chess game.  Don’t expect anything
less from Canadians.

++++

Speaking of sucker-punches and
the such - while sleeping off the
excitement (yawn) of New Year’s
Eve.   Without warning,   Hamas
sucker-fired two missiles towards
Israel.   Fortunately, they landed
harmlessly in the Mediterranean

Sea, off the coast of Tel Aviv.  Then, fearing retaliation, Hamas claimed the
missiles were unintentionally released due to bad weather.   Seriously -
Ismail Haniyeh (the Hamas leader in Gaza).   As expected, the IDF -the one
whose emblem is emblazoned on Blake’s sweatshirt- bombed a Hamas
production complex.  All the while, we Israelis went about our business as
usual.  By the way Ismail, you can’t really use a bad weather excuse until
you experience a Winnipeg winter.     

++++

 I pass the IDF Shirt Challenge on to you, dear reader.  And of course, to
the “Squad”:   American Democratic Congresswomen Ilhan Omar,
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Rashida Tlaib and Ayanna Pressley.

Bruce Brown. A Canadian. And an Israeli. Made Aliyah a long time ago.
Happily married to a beautiful sabra and with two grown kids. Bruce
works in Israel’s high tech sector by day and, in spurts, is a somewhat
inspired writer by night. He won the 2019 American Jewish Press
Association Simon Rockower Award for excellence in writing. Bruce is now
blogging for The Jewish Post & News; his beat….reflections on life in
Israel. For comments on his blog, Bruce can be contacted at
rfi91blog@gmail.com

REGARDS FROM ISRAEL

By

BRUCE BROWN

Bruce taking the IDF
shirt challenge



22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, January 19, 2022

Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

.

 

 

 

 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30

- 2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com
On January 23rd you will hear Gerry Posner"s

conversation with world renowned endocrinologist
Dr. Barry Posner.  On the Yiddish half hour
Rochelle Zucker focuses on International
Holocaust Remembrance Day.  She hosts both seg-
ments on January 30th.  

You can listen to past presentations on our pod-
cast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradio-
hour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinn
ipeg/

Yiddish explanation
Jews become funny only when they leave Israel

and start speaking Yiddish. In the opposite world of
Jewish jokes and curses God is man and man is
God. “May you be blessed like a sabbath candle- to
burn at the top and melt at the bottom”, says a
woman to her husband before lighting the candles.
This sharp realism served common Jews well when
trying to survive the long Jewish diaspora. 

Poland appointed an envoy to
repair relations with Jews. Less

than 6 months later, he was fired.
Jan. 11, 2022 (JTA) — Less than six months ago,

the Polish government appointed an envoy to
improve relations with Polish Jews, after recent
years of tensions spurred by a series of laws involv-
ing Holocaust rhetoric and restitution.

On Saturday, the envoy was fired.
Jaroslaw Marek Nowak had criticized one of

Poland’s Holocaust laws in an interview with the
London-based Jewish News last week, calling it
“one of the stupidest amendments that were ever
done by any law.” The 2018 law, which sparked a
diplomatic crisis between Poland and Israel, crimi-
nalizes any suggestion that Poles were complicit in
the Holocaust.

The Jewish News reported Nowak’s firing on
Monday.

Poland’s government is led by the right-wing Law
and Justice Party, which has worked to disentangle
rhetoric on war crimes by Poles and those commit-
ted by the occupying Nazi forces during World War
II.

The 2018 law has been criticized by some
Holocaust historians, who claim it puts new limits
on research and discussion of the genocide.
Holocaust survivors and Israeli politicians were also
outraged — Israel’s former president said that it
removes blame from Poles who collaborated with
the Nazis and murdered Jews.

To calm the global protest, former Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu brokered a diplomat-
ic agreement between Israel and Poland, which
acknowledged collaboration by some Poles during
the Holocaust and the rescue of Jews by others. Yad
Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust museum and historical
archive, said the statement contained “grave errors
and deceptions.”

Nowak’s role, as outlined by the Jewish News,
was to perform outreach to Jewish officials and
organizations, and to advise the government.

In August 2021, a Polish appeals court overturned
a verdict that had ordered two historians to publicly
apologize for part of their research into an attack on
Jews during the Holocaust. Nowak had commented
on the case in his Jewish News interview.

“There is absolutely no role for judges or anybody
else in this process. I mean, you cannot really effec-
tively discuss a book publishing theories or research
if you have not done your own research and you
didn’t find your own opinions about it,” he said.

Also in August, Poland passed another controver-
sial bill that limits Holocaust restitution claims.
Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid called it antise-
mitic.



By MYRON LOVE

Over the past few years, Yolanda Papini
Pollock has created a solid body of
work as a documentary filmmaker with

a focus on human rights. Her credits include
“Painful Truth: the Falun Gong Genocide” ,
about the Chinese suppression of what is
essentially a spiritual practice; “Never Again:
A Broken Promise”, highlighting post-
Holocaust genocides; “Get Over It: A Path to
Healing” about the effects of residential
schools on Indigenous health in Canada and
”Fixit” (“Tikkun Olam”), which captures the interaction
between local Holocaust survivor Isaac Gotfried and the
impact his recitation of his experiences had on students at
J.H. Bruns Collegiate.  

The former Gray Academy teacher’s newest documen-
tary, “Unusual in Every Way”, is the story of the unlikely
friendship between Don Barnard, an individual of
Indigenous background, who lives with disabilities and
post traumatic stress, and Solly Dreman, a former
Winnipegger who made aliyah almost 60 years ago and is
a retired Ben Gurion University professor of psychology.

As was reported by Jewish & News publisher and editor
Bernie Bellan, in September, 2020, - and as Barnard says
at the beginning of the documentary (which he collaborat-
ed on), the talented videographer has lived a troubled life.
He was born into a Métis family, to a father who grew up
in the foster care system and who experienced consider-
able discrimination over his lifetime. Coming from a dis-
advantaged background, Don Barnard, at the age of 12,
was placed in foster care, where he was exposed to con-
siderable physical and psychological abuse.

Barnard was determined to have an IQ of 163 during
childhood. In his 30s, he was diagnosed as having Autism
Spectrum Disorder  -  which has caused him considerable hardship during
his lifetime.

“Unusual in Every Way” is a collaboration between Barnard, Papini-
Pollock and Orly Dreman.  Barnard recalls (in the documentary) as a child
dreaming about having a loving family and a warm home.  In Dreman and
his wife, Orly, he seems to have found that sense of family.

It was through Papini-Pollock that the Winnipeg-born Israeli professor
and the filmmaker came to know each other.  Barnard met Papini-Pollock
while working with her and Rogers Ofime (an international award winning
director and producer from Nigeria), on the film ‘Never again a broken
promise’, a documentary about genocides. 

In September 2016, Dreman and his wife Orly were in Winnipeg where
Solly was giving a lecture on “Immigrants, Refugees and Terrorism: Is
There Hope?”, sponsored by the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, the
Winnipeg Friends of Israel (which was founded and led by  Papini-
Pollock), the Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion University and the JP&N.
At that time Solly and Orly also hosted 60 friends and family members at
a reunion luncheon. Barnard was suggested by Papini-Pollock to video
both his lecture and the reunion.

The Israeli-born Papini-Pollock adds that Barnard has long been a
staunch supporter of Israel. He views the Jewish people in Israel as an
indigenous, displaced people – much as he perceives himself as a member
of a displaced first nation.

The Dremans and Barnard hit it off  and the Israeli couple invited him to
come to Israel at their expense.  It also so happens that among Solly
Dreman’s post-retirement activities has been helping youth with severe
learning disorders.

In 2020, thanks to the Dremans’ generosity, Barnard was able to realize
his long-time dream of visiting Israel.  He stayed with his hosts in
Jerusalem for a week and toured the country with Orly’s son, Oren Cytto,
as his tour guide.

Solly Dreman also bought his Canadian guest a professional level video
camera.

His visit to Israel had a huge impact on Barnard.

“Unusual in Every Way” though, goes beyond being simply a feel-good
story about an individual in Barnard struggling with emotional issues find-
ing salvation thanks to the unconditional love he found in Israel with the
Dremans.   On a larger scale, it is an examination of how communities as
well as individuals deal with trauma - contrasting the experiences of
Holocaust survivors and Israelis who have been exposed to the terrors of
war and how they dealt with that trauma with the trauma of Canada’s
Aboriginal people, who have historically been victims of racism, prejudice,
and physical and psychological abuse, as well as genocide by successive
Canadian governments and institutions at all levels.  

Nor does this film
have a happy ending.

P a p i n i - P o l l o c k
reports that overcoming
trauma is not a simple
process and Barnard’s
personal recovery may take a long time.  Despite
being inspired by the stories he heard in Israel, his
personal journey to healing has been a roller coast-
er.   As he says near the end of the documentary, he
has his good days and his bad days - and he never
knows when his disabilities will cause him to have
a meltdown.

Papini-Pollock notes that “Unusual in Every
Way” was made possible thanks to  the support of
The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba and has been
picked up by two educational distributors to be
made available to schools in Canada and the United
States. 

The filmmaker – who was also instrumental in
launching Operation Ezra – further reports that she
is already working on a new documentary for CBC

with a human rights focus.
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New documentary focuses on heartwarming relationship between Israeli psychologist 
(and former Winnipegger) Solly Dreman and Indigenous local photographer Don Barnard

Filmmaker YOLANDA
PAPINI-POLLOCK

SOLLY and ORLY DREMAN
at their home in Israel

DON BARNARD
with the camera

Solly bought for him

Film poster
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