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Covid situation presents 
synagogues with opportunities

as well as challenges

Ed. note: Ever since Covid took hold here
and our lives were turned upside down, I’ve
devoted quite a bit of space to reporting on how
various community organizations have
responded to the pressures they’re facing,
either as a result of having to close entirely - or
to alter the ways they deliver services and pro-
grams to their members.

However, among our community institutions,
our synagogues have been particularly hard hit.
Since several of them have readily adapted to
the new technologies that allow them to keep in
touch with their members, I didn’t think it nec-
essary to report on specific programs they’ve
been organizing for their members online. 

But, given how long we’ve been living under
one form of a lockdown or another, I thought it
would be worthwhile to give an overview of
how all local synagogues have adapted to the
new realities of life under Covid - so that mem-
bers of different synagogues would be able to
learn more about what other synagogues have
been doing. 

What follows is Myron Love’s report on how
different synagogues in Winnipeg have been
faring:

By MYRON LOVE
These are trying times that we are living

through.  And certainly, our communal reli-
gious institutions – having been prevented from
convening services for these past few months –
have faced their share of challenges. But, as
rabbis and synagogue spokespeople have point-
ed out in a series of interviews, there have also
been new opportunities that have presented
themselves that may never have occurred with-
out the challenges.

“We have been trying to reach out to our
community in different ways,” says Rabbi
Allan Finkel, Temple Shalom’s spiritual leader.
“For example, people can tune in to our live
stream free of charge. We are streaming ser-
vices three or four times a week and are attract-
ing many more people than would be coming
for services.  People – some of whom may have
disabilities or be reluctant to go out in wintry
weather - can join in from the comfort of their
homes.

“We are finding that we are attracting many
people who are former members of our congre-
gation or who are unaffiliated.”

He adds that his online “Introduction to
Judaism” class has more students than his pre-
vious in-person classes. Among those signing
on are a couple from Moose Jaw who aren’t
Jewish but who are interested in learning about
our religion.

Finkel points out how well the rabbis who are
members of the Winnipeg Council of Rabbis
are working together.

He also notes that he has initiated – for the
first time – discussions with the other Reform
Congregations in western Canada toward some
joint programming.  The idea came out of a
Chanukah program online that brought togeth-
er cantors from Reform congregations across
the country.  (“It was an incredible musical pro-
duction,” he says.)

“The restrictions arising from Covid have
encouraged us to think out of the box,” he says
of the discussions with his colleagues in west-
ern Canada.  “It opens up many new possibili-
ties that we not have recognized before.”

He also expresses his appreciation to the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg and the federal govern-
ment for providing grants which have helped
make up to some degree the shortfall in funding
due to Covid restrictions.

“While we miss coming together and meeting
up with each other, we have to count our bless-
ings,” Finkel observes.

“The really sad part is that no one is coming
into our building,” notes Ian Staniloff, execu-
tive director of Congregation Shaarey Zedek,
our community’s leading synagogue.  “Still, we
are coping as well as we can and membership
has been very supportive.”

The Shaarey Zedek had a head start on our
community’s other shuls in developing an
online presence.  Services have been simulta-
neously streamed for people at home for sever-
al years now.

“Our presence online is outstanding,”
Staniloff reports.  “We continue to offer
Shabbat services as well as weekday services
and educational programming online.”

And although the Covid lockdown has meant
that there are no life cycle events for the cater-
ing department to prepare, Staniloff notes that
the kitchen staff has been preparing take-out
meals for any and all occasions or no occasion.
“We organized a pre-Christmas Chinese sup-
per, as an example,” Staniloff points out.  “We
filled 270 orders. We had cars lining up to pick
up their orders.

“We have a Shabbat supper coming up. We
are expecting as many as 70 families to be par-
ticipating. For anybody who wants to order
from our kitchen, you just have to give us a lit-
tle notice.

“We are looking forward though to the day
when we can get back to normal.”

Congregation Etz Chayim, our community’s
second largest synagogue, is also providing
some takeout catering for yom tovim and
Shabbat, as well as  offering online services
and classes. Our next class is scheduled to

Simkin Centre declares 
Covid outbreak over

Graduated visits to residents 
as of Jan. 18

The following is taken from a bulletin issued by
Simkin Centre CEO Laurie Cerqueti on Jan. 12:

Although all personal care homes in the
province continue to be RED (CRITICAL) under
the Pandemic Response Plan, as of January 12th,
the Simkin Centre declared that the COVID-19
outbreak is over!

DESIGNATED INDOOR VISITING SPACE
On January 18th, we will begin a “graduated

opening” for visits in our designated indoor visit-
ing space.  The visiting guidelines are as follows:

1. A maximum of ONE (1) visitor may be per-
mitted to visit at a time.
2. Visits must be scheduled using our online
booking system. 
3. Visitors must be screened before entry and
shall sign in and out.
4. Visitors with symptoms or exposure will not
be admitted.
5. Both the visitor and the Resident must wear
facility provided procedure masks for the dura-
tion of the visit.
6. Physical distancing (6 feet/2 meters) must be
maintained at all times, with no physical contact
or touching permitted.
7. Hand hygiene and all other infection preven-
tion and control protocols must be followed.

The space converted to designated visiting
rooms was our staff education room.  Entry to the
visiting space is the entrance accessible from our
staff parking lot where you enter off of
McGillivray.  Two parking spots have been desig-
nated for visitors in this parking lot and are
marked accordingly.

Rabbi Allan Finkel
Temple Shalom

Rabbi Yosef Benarroch
Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia

Ian Staniloff
Executive Director,

Shaarey Zedek

Jonathan Buchwald
Executive Director,

Etz Chayim

Continued on page 3. See “Synagogues”.
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Community news
begin near the end of January,” reports
Jonathan  Buchwald, Etz Chayim’s execu-
tive director.

He notes while it has been “tough” these
past ten months, the membership has been supportive.  “People are paying
their dues and still making donations,” he says.

He adds that a group of member volunteers has been put together to reach
out and help more vulnerable members of the congregation in buying gro-
ceries, for example, or picking up medication or making friendly phone
calls.

South Winnipeg’s two Orthodox congregations – while they cannot pro-
vide Shabbat services electronically -  are also reaching out online as much
as they can. The Lubavitch Centre continues to offer catering out of its
kitchen as well as classes via Zoom.

“We have continued to operate our daycare and school throughout,” says
Rabbi Avroham Altein.

The Adas Yeshurun Herzlia is offering classes online as well as weekday
services.  “It’s not the same on Zoom  as praying together in person,” says
Rabbi Yossi Benarroch.  “We don’t say kaddish or repeat the kidushe.  But
we are still praying together.”

For Chanukah, Benarroch and the congregational leaders arranged a

Zoom Chanukah party featuring the rabbi with his family in Israel.  “We
had maybe 130-140 people participating.  It was 8:00 P.M. Israel time,
noon in Winnipeg.  My family lit the Chanukah candles and one of my
daughters led a workshop on how to bake a Moroccan donut. (The
Benarroch  family is originally from Morocco.)  Then, we had Zoom break-
out sessions including some kids activities.

“We are planning to do something similar for Tu B’Shvat.
“It has been difficult, but our members understand.”
Because of Covid restrictions, the Chevra Mishnayes Congregation in

Garden City is trying something different for its AGM at the end of the
month.  “We are going to have our AGM online this year,” notes congre-
gation president Marshall Kneller.

While the congregation cancelled all services after the latest lockdown
was imposed,  Kneller suggest that if the lockdown continues for much
longer, the membership may want o reconsider the possibility of having
services online.

There are three small Orthodox shuls in the North End: the Chavurat
Tefila, Talmud Torah/Beth Jacob  and  House of Ashkenazi.  With few
members, no office staff and lacking online capability, the congregants who
attend the shuls can only hope that the lockdown doesn’t continue too much
longer.

National Council for Jewish Women
to receive award

The National Council of Jewish Women will receive an award in recog-
nition of the organization’s founding of the province’s first senior’s drop-
in centre in 1947-48. Last year’s NCJW co-presidents, Sharon Allentuck
and Penny Yellen, coordinated the application to the Nellie McClung
Foundation, which is the organization presenting the award.

The award is a meant to honour women’s contributions to the province,
and was created as part of Manitoba 150.

Here is the submission that was presented on behalf of the NCJW to the
Nellie McClung Foundation: 

National Council of Jewish Women of Canada (NCJWC) is a voluntary
women’s organization established in 1897, in the spirit of Judaism.
NCJWC is dedicated to furthering human welfare in the Jewish and gener-
al communities locally, nationally and internationally.  Through an inte-
grated program of education, service and social action, NCJWC provides
and stimulates as well as educates the individual and the community.  

National Council of Jewish Women of Canada, Winnipeg Section was
established in 1926 and began its work by assisting in the integration and
settlement of immigrants to Winnipeg.  

The Golden Age Club was established on March 16, 1949 and was the
first senior citizen’s drop in centre in Canada.  It opened in the basement
of the Hebrew Sick Benefit Hall located on Selkirk Avenue, next to Gunn’s
Bakery.  The club’s purpose was to offer a meeting place where seniors
could mingle with their contemporaries and take part in stimulating pro-
grams.  Refreshments were served.

In 1965 NCJWC, Winnipeg purchased a building at 410 Pritchard
Avenue which became Council House for the Golden Age Club.  The
building continued as a Monday to Thursday drop-in centre serving the
needs of seniors by providing programs and outreach/social services.  

By 1983 this property had outlived its usefulness.  Temporary space was
rented at 1720 Main Street until the property at 1588 Main Street  and
Smithfield Avenue was purchased in 1986.  NCJWC, Winnipeg Section
fundraised and developed this former Firestone Tire Store  into the Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre (GSCLC).  The building was completely
renovated and officially opened in 1989.  The facility expanded its pro-
gramming and offered social, education and recreational programs for
those 55 and over.  Besides a large multi-use auditorium, there are meeting
and board rooms, offices, an arts and crafts area, as well as a fully-
equipped Kosher kitchen.  This kosher kitchen provided and still provides
kosher Meals on Wheels, as well as kosher catering in-house as well as
take-out.

The Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre continues today, 70 years after
its humble beginnings as the Golden Age Club on Selkirk Avenue.  The
GSCLC has its own board of directors made up mainly of members of the
Centre.  NCJWC, Winnipeg Section sold the building to the GSCLC a few
years ago and now they operate the program and the building indepen-
dently.

NCJWC, Winnipeg Section is very proud of this program started in 1949,
the first in Canada.  We are truly Trailblazers.

Man arrested after swastikas spray-painted
on doors of Montreal synagogue

By DAVID LAZARUS
Jan. 14, 2021 MON-

TREAL (JTA) — One
of Montreal’s largest
synagogues was found
with its doors spray-
painted with large
swastikas Wednesday,
and a synagogue guard
played a role in arrest-
ing the man suspected
of the vandalism.

The man who was
apprehended reportedly
brought a canister of
gasoline to
Congregation Shaar
Hashomayim, a 160-year-old Modern Orthodox synagogue that is known
internationally for nurturing, and burying, the legendary singer and poet
Leonard Cohen.

Police were summoned to the scene at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday and arrest-
ed a 28-year-old man they said would be evaluated for mental health prob-
lems, according to local news reports.

Canadian Jewish groups decried the vandalism, with Rabbi Reuben
Poupko of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs calling it “vile” and
B’nai Brith Canada’s CEO Michael Mostyn calling it “a jarring reminder
of the constant need for vigilance in protecting our Jewish communal insti-
tutions.”

The synagogue, like others in Montreal, is currently closed because of
the COVID-19 pandemic. That was the case as well in May, when vandals
ransacked a different Montreal Orthodox synagogue, destroying its Torah
scrolls in the process.

The mayor of Westmount, the upscale suburb where the synagogue is
located, issued a statement condemning the vandalism.

But Congregation Shaar Hashomayim’s rabbi, Adam Scheier, told local
media that he had come to expect anti-Semitic incidents. “One is not sur-
prised when another anti-Semitic attack happens against one of the beloved
institutions in our community,” he said.

Synagogues
(Continued from page 1)

NEWS BRIEFS

Jewish Foundation grants 
application deadline closes

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba is now in the process of considering
its next round of grants,.

The Jewish Community and Ongoing Grant application period opened
on December 1st, 2020 and came to a close January 1st. This granting
cycle, applications have been accepted for new Jewish community pro-
grams and projects moving ahead as well as the ongoing need for COVID
relief funding for all of our Manitoba based Jewish Charities. All of the
applications will now go before our Grants committee and then our board
for review.

Swastikas were spray-painted on
Montreal's Congregation Shaar
Hashomayim's front doors Jan. 13, 2021.
(Photo distributed by Friends of Simon Wiesenthal

Center)



Last Sunday, January 10, I was one of 88
different people who participated in an
online reunion of former students who had

attended Jewish schools in Winnipeg in the
1950s and 60s.

This marked the largest such reunion since the
original reunion in October 2017, which took
place at the Viscount Gort Hotel over three days,
when some 220 former students of Talmud

Torah, Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, Peretz School, Ramah, and Herzlia
Academy got together for a weekend of nostalgia and reacquainting with
former classmates.

As much as in-person school reunions can be a great deal of fun, they can
also lead to some consternation among participants, especially when it
comes to wondering: Will I be recognized? (Can you believe it?  Not every-
one looks the same as they did when they were in grade school.)  How
about: Why are there so few members of my class here? (Who are all these
strangers?) Finally: Why are so many people waxing nostalgic about their
school days? (For some, their overall experience wasn’t all that rosy.)

Still, that 2017 reunion has led to a regeneration of friendships to a cer-
tain extent, largely through the yeoman efforts of Avrum Rosner, who
played a leading role in organizing the 2017 reunion, and who has contin-
ued to keep ties going through a very popular Facebook group – “1950s  &
60s Jewish school students”.

When Avrum announced that there would be an online get-together for
members of the group on January 10, he was taking a step into the
unknown. After all, how unwieldy could it get if a very large group was
online at the same time – unless the moderator were to exercise very care-
ful control?

As it was, the session was not without its technical glitches. Avrum had
decided to use a platform known as “Jitsi”, rather than the more well-
known “Zoom” or “Google Meet”. It was apparent early on in the get-
together that most participants were not able to see more than a few other
faces. The rest were grayed out. Also, when Avrum would call upon differ-
ent individuals to say something about themselves, quite often that indi-
vidual was unable to unmute their mic – which led to a lot of prolonged
silences and Avrum asking “Can you hear me?”

Still, for those of us who hung on to the end, the interaction began to
improve considerably as the number of participants dropped off. During the
course of the two and a half hour meet-up there were former students who
are now living all over the world who joined in – several from Israel, many
from the United States and Canada, and one particularly interesting woman
who now lives in Belgium.

As opposed to an in-person reunion, what this online reunion offered par-
ticipants was the opportunity to hear from individuals who it is highly
unlikely one would have mingled with during the in-person reunion. After
all, when you attend one of these types of events the first inclination is to
seek out former friends whom you would not have seen in years. 

But, on January 10, when I stared to hear some fascinating stories about
where others whose names might not be all that familiar have ended up, the
common bonds we all shared in having grown up in Winnipeg in the 1950s

and 60s (and for some partic-
ipants, - the 1940s), undoubt-
edly led others who were
watching and listening to a
keen admiration for how var-
ied so many of our experi-
ences in life ended up being.

Naturally, as one would
expect with a gathering of
former students who would
have attended schools during
what is often referred to as
the “Golden Age” of the
Winnipeg Jewish community
– when our population hov-
ered around the 20,000 mark
in the late 1950s and early
1960s, there were many sto-
ries of academic and profes-
sional success; however, to
be fair, when individuals
were asked to give  brief
summaries of who they are
and where they’ve been,
there was no showing-off
with grand recitations of aca-
demic or professional
achievement.

I must say I derived the most amusement in response to a story I myself
told about a hilarious prank that had become legendary at Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, in which a particular student was alleged to have set all the
timers on stoves in the home-ec room in the school  to go off at the same
time. (That room also did double duty as a regular classroom.) The poor
confused Hebrew teacher who was from Israel didn’t understand what was
going on  and, when he asked the students “Mah zeh?” (What is this), all
the students had agreed beforehand they would respond “Anachnu lo
shomim clum” (We don’t hear a thing).

I gave the name of the person who was allegedly behind the prank  (and
who has since gone on to great acclaim in his chosen field). However, not
long after I told the story, another individual (who has also gone on to great
acclaim in his chosen field) piped up to say that he was actually the one
behind the prank, although the individual who was blamed took the rap all
those years ago. (I assume there is a statute of limitation on school pranks.
It reminds me of the story that was told at the YMHA reunion about how a
group of boys looking for weights for the old Albert Street Y stole some
train wheels from a rail yard to serve as weights.)

As the January 10 reunion went on, the fewer remaining participants
began to interact more, and various individuals who did not know each
other prior to that afternoon made their acquaintance online. Several often
quite funny conversations ensued. One, in particular, had to do with chess
and how several individuals developed their life-long love of chess through
their initial exposure to the game at Jewish schools.

It is to be hoped that more reunions of this sort can be organized
although, according to Avrum Rosner, the next step will be to have small-
er groups of former students who all know each other get together online.
I said to Avrum that, since there were no other students from my grade
online I would be eager to participate in another session where participants
didn’t necessarily know one another beforehand, as was the case on
January 10. Avrum said he’d consider that. It’s my hope that he’ll take what
he accomplished on January 10 (which was really something  - to draw
people together from all over the world and, while the technology was cer-
tainly frustrating at times, led to some fascinating stories told).

I also told Avrum that  I’d love to be able to have participants tell their
stories to a wider audience through the pages of this paper. That’s some-
thing we’re also working on – and maybe at some point in the not too dis-
tant future we’ll be able to present stories along the lines Gerry Posner likes
to tell, but written from the first person perspective.

Speaking of telling stories, we’ve continued to regularly publish articles
about newcomers to our community, most often by Rebeca Kuropatwa. I
don’t kid myself into thinking that newcomers to Canada whose native lan-
guage is not English are going to want to subscribe to this paper. Those arti-
cles rather are intended to show other members of the Jewish community
how much talent has been injected into our community. Whether or not
newcomers will be active participants in other aspects of Jewish communi-
ty life is still an open question, but when it comes to joining the Rady JCC,
belonging to PJ Library, and sending their kids to either Camp Massad or
BB Camp, there is no doubt that many newcomers do have a strong desire
to be part of the Jewish community.

Each time we do run a story about a newcomer, moreover, I publish that
story to our website – and post something to the Facebook group “Israelis
in Winnipeg”, telling members of that group that there’s a story about a fel-
low newcomer. Invariably, those stories generate a lot of interest, garnering
very many hits, which tells me that newcomers are pleased that we’re
including their stories – both in this newspaper and on our website.  It
stands to reason that there’s a great deal of pride among newcomers about
how much they’re contributing to the general community and, if we can do
something to bolster their sense of acceptance within the Jewish communi-
ty as well, then that’s certainly worth doing.

Finally, by the time you read this we’ll have been rid of the Trump night-
mare (with apologies to those few readers who still speak of Trump in
glowing terms). Already, many observers have taken note of the key roles
that Jews are going to play in the new  Biden administration, including:
Antony Blinken to be the 71st secretary of state (Blinken is the son of
Holocaust survivors); Ron Klain as White House chief of staff; Janet L.
Yellen as treasury secretary; Alejandro N. Mayorkas as secretary of home-
land security; and Avril Danica Haines as director of national intelligence.

While Trump did have some Jews as key advisers, and they were gener-
ally competent, such as Jared Kushner and Ivanka Tump (I suppose
Ivanka’s level of competence is still questionable), along with Secretary of
Treasury Steven Mnuchin, one of Trump’s key advisers was Stephen
Miller, who was loathed by many Jews for his bigoted views on such issues
as immigration. Miller has to be considered an outlier when it comes to dis-
cussing the generally progressive positions that Jews have taken in various
White House administrations through the years.

It is to be hoped that, as Biden moves to restore some sanity to the White
House, the level-headedness of key Jewish advisers will do much toward
that end.

4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, January 2021

Editorial/comment

The Jewish Post Ltd.
Publisher

Directors
Bernie Bellan
Myron Love

Reuben Potash

Publications 
Agreement

No. 40047412

Postage paid at 
Winnipeg

ISSN 0836-6063
Bernie Bellan

Editor

Office at 
979 Queenston Bay
Wpg. MB R3N 0Y3

Please send all mail 
to above address

Phone: 204-694-3332

E-mail: 
jewishp@mts.net

Published every second Wednesday. 

Subscriptions in Canada
one year $49.72 (Free Press delivery) 

$56.50 (Canada Post delivery)

Subscriptions outside Canada  $100.00 per year in
Cdn. funds  or $75.00 per year in U.S. funds  

Member of Jewish Telegraphic Agency, New York.
The Jewish Post & News is not responsible for the kashrut of
any products or establishments advertised or publicized in this
newspaper, or in inserts included in this newspaper. Opinions
expressed in letters to the editor, or articles by contributing writ-
ers are not necessarily endorsed by The Jewish Post & News.

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN



Wednesday, January 20, 2021, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

Letters

MPs Charlie Angus and Leah Gazan are not antise-
mitic for criticizing Israel for not extending vacci-

nations to Palestinians on the West Bank

Earlier this month, the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) and
B’nai Brith Canada accused Timmins-James Bay MP Charlie Angus and
Winnipeg Centre MP Leah Gazan of anti-semitic behaviour for publicly
criticizing Israeli policy. 

The two MPs had posted a link to an article from The Guardian newspa-
per that pointed out that Palestinians in the Israeli-occupied territories are
not among the beneficiaries of Israel’s rapid rollout of Covid-19 vaccines,
whereas the neighbouring Jewish settlements are. Ms Gazan said that
“Israel was excluding people from being vaccinated based on discrimina-
tory decisions and a clear violation of human rights”. 

The Winnipeg branch of the United Jewish People’s Order (UJPO) sup-
ports these MPs for publicly taking a stand, and pointing out the double
standard of Israeli policy, which discriminates against the Palestinian peo-
ple.  We also want to take a stand against the pro-Israel lobby groups who
label anyone who criticizes Israel as being anti-semitic.  They are promot-
ing this definition of anti-semitism in order to attempt to intimidate people
from speaking out for human rights and justice in Israel/Palestine. 

On January 8th, the CBC radio program The Current interviewed the
Director of the School of Public Health at Ben Gurion University, who is
also on the Israeli National Advisory Committee for Covid-19 about their
vaccination rollout program. After discussing the reasons for its success,
the Director was asked by the radio host to comment on the ‘fierce criti-
cism’ of Israel around the world for its exclusion of Palestinians in the West
Bank and Gaza from the vaccine. The Director replied that if it was only
up to the Minister of Health, the Palestinians would be getting vaccinated
too for both moral and utilitarian reasons. He further hoped that the vacci-
nation program would reach the Palestinians soon. 

Ms Gazan’s and Mr. Angus’ comments are not anti-Semitic and we thank
them for supporting the human rights of the Palestinian people in the occu-
pied territories of Gaza and the West Bank, in spite of facing unfounded
criticism.

Diane Zack
On behalf of the United Jewish People’s Order
Winnipeg

For a contrasting opinion on this issue turn to page 8.

We also received this email:
Hello,

My brother read an article in the newspaper that you were looking for
information about Myer Geller.  He was my mother‘s first cousin and I
knew him very well. 

My mother is still alive, close to 96. She is also from Winnipeg, her
maiden name was Ruth Rusen.  

Please let me know if there’s any additional information I can provide.
Most likely the donation was left because his mother, my grandmothers’
sister, as well as many other of our elderly relatives, lived their final days
in the Sharon Home.
Debbie Claman Halevi
Cell 303-588-7707

In responsed to Debbie’s email I asked her whether Barbara Claman was
her sister.
Here is what she wrote back:

Yes Bernie, Barbara is my sister.  She just called me from Israel where
she and my mother,  ex Ruthie Rusen, had just received their 2nd Covid
vaccine dose in Haifa Israel. My mom is close to 96 and  I believe she is
the oldest living Rusen since Monty Hall died. He was her 1st cousin on
her dad’s side. Her mother, Myers aunt, also lived at the Sharon home until
her passing. Big Winnipeg family !

So happy Myer left the donation. He had said that he would leave it all
to MIT as he had no kids. My son and I were pretty close to him until his
death and encouraged him to leave funds to Jewish causes - so happy to
hear that happened !

More about Myer Geller and his $725,000
donation to the Simkin Centre

Ed. note: The two letters that follow refer to  stories
we did back in the fall about the myterious donation of
$725,000 that was made to the Simkin Centre by
somthing called the Myer and Corrine Geller Trust. As
we delved further into who Myer Geller was, we even-
tually concluded  that Myer Geller’s mother, Sarah,
had lived in the Sharon Home until her death in 1984.

However, it was not until this month that we actually
heard from any of Myer Geller’s relatives, who added
even more evidence to what we originally offered as
the supposition that Myer Geller wanted to repay what
would have been the Sharon Home for the care his
mother received there. 

Here are the  emails we received from two of Myer’s
cousins: (We note that one writer spells the name “Meyer”, but everything
we’ve seen until now has the name spelled as “Myer”.)

Hi Bernie,
My name is Barbara Claman.
My mother, I along with 5 of my 9 siblings live in Israel.
Earlier this afternoon my brother sent me your article  seeking informa-

tion about Meyer Geller, the mysterious donor of close to a million dollars,
to the Simkin Centre (previously known as the Sharon home).

I immediately conferred with my 95 year-old mother Ruth Claman nee
Rusen (who happens to live down the hallway).

My mother was a first cousin of Meyer Geller. They grew up together,
and for the decades we previously lived in Los Angeles, we kept close
touch with Meyer and his wife Corinne while they lived in/near San Diego,
with 2 beautiful large Samoan dogs.

Meyer Geller’s mother Sara and Eva Rice, my maternal grandmother,
were sisters (there was a 3rd sister, Edith).

Sara married Max Geller. They had 2 children – Francis and Meyer
Geller, the donor in your article. (Ed. note: I responed to Barbara that there
was another sister, Rose.)

My grandmother eventually lived and died in the Sharon home.
The chances are very high that other close relatives to Meyer died there

as well, since the Sharon home was the only Jewish home in the area at the
time. Maybe Meyer had fond memories and a sense of gratitude.

Anyhow, Corinne and Meyer Geller were wonderful, soft-spoken peo-
ple. Whenever they visited us or we visited them, it was very pleasant.

Let me know if there’s more info you’d like me to try and dig up!
Best, 
Barbara Claman
Israel SHALOM RESIDENCES INC.

We have been reporting on  a regular basis how beneficiary agencies of
the Jewish Federation have been managing during the Covid pandemic.
Here is a report from Shalom Residences:

Shalom Residences Inc., currently serves 32 adults with intellectual dis-
abilities living in 6 houses and 10 apartments.  We also provide outreach
services to 4 young adults living with their families.  We have been very
fortunate that to date none of the people we support have contracted
COVID-19.

The pandemic has had a significant impact on the people we support,
their families and our staff.  Prior to March, the majority of people we sup-
port attended day services on weekdays and our staffing was scheduled
around this.  In mid-March, the day services closed, re-opened briefly in
the summer for a very limited number of people and closed again in the
fall. 

This has meant that the people are home around the clock.  This has cre-
ated challenges for our organization to provide additional weekday staffing
at each home.  A small percentage has been covered by redeployed
employees from day services and some of our extra costs have been reim-
bursed by our major funder, the provincial Department of Families.

Additionally visits to family homes have been suspended.  At the Shalom
homes, each person can have two designated visitors, with only 1 visitor in
the home at a time.

Our dedicated staff are trying their best to be creative finding activities
to entertain, stimulate and promote health for people missing their usual
programs and clubs, isolated from outside friends and restricted in their
opportunities to see their families.  

Although they have become quite used to seeing staff wearing masks and
eye shields, some of the people we support simply do not understand the
abstract concept of a virus and the restrictions they are living with.  We
have recently purchased more laptops and tablets to assist people to keep
in contact with family and friends virtually and to hold meetings with our
staff.   Our first zoom session between all six homes, led by Neta Aviv was
to celebrate Hanukkah with candle lighting and bingo.  Everyone was
excited to see each other.  Neta is planning more Zoom sessions for Tu
B’Shevat and Purim.

Myer Geller 
(picture taken
from 1943 St.
Johns year-

book)



After taking a break
of more than a
decade from the

insurance industry to
focus on her family, Tracy
Leipsic is back in action,
so to speak.  About a year
ago, she joined the Reider
Insurance team as a Senior

Account Manager.
“The timing was perfect,” she comments.  “I have

known the Reider family for many years.  It has
been a really good fit for me.”

In her new role, Leipsic is responsible for looking
after clients’ insurance needs, be it home or busi-
ness-related.  “The only area of insurance I do not
handle is life insurance,” she says.

She notes that her responsibilities now are much
the same as they were when she was working for
her own family’s business – Leipsic Insurance
(which is now under the aegis of HUB Insurance) –
for almost 20 years.

“I have always loved the insurance industry,”
Leipsic says.  “I enjoy helping people with their
insurance needs.  I have formed many friendships
over the years with my clients.”

In working in insurance, Tracy Leipsic is follow-
ing a path that goes back to her great-grandfather, Louis  Leipsic. Louis –
in partnership with his brother-in-law, Herman Aronovitch, founded
Aronovitch and Leipsic in 1905 doing business in real estate, general finan-
cial, and insurance.

Not only has Tracy continued the family tradition in the insurance indus-
try, she is also following previous generations of Leipsics who have served
to better their community.  Tracy’s grandfather, the late Sylvan Leipsic, for
example, played a major role in the creation and ongoing operation of BB
Camp.  Her late mother, Brenda, had a lengthy history  of community
building. She was devoted to working on behalf of charities, including
developing the dream home lottery concept for St. Boniface Research
Foundation, creating the Dr. Goodbear personae and introducing the first
Teddy Bear’s Picnic for the Children’s Hospital Foundation. She also co-
chaired the Winnipeg Humane Society $11 million capital campaign.  In
later life, she served on City Council and was Deputy Mayor at the time of
her passing.

“My father (Michael) served on a number of insurance industry and pub-
lic boards and sports organizations,” Tracy says.

Her own involvement in the community has
focused over the years largely on her passion
for speed skating.  In her teens, Tracy Leipsic
was an outstanding speed skater. She started
skating when she was 9.  For many years, she
was a perennial Manitoba champion as well as
a part of the Manitoba Provincial team. She was
also both a national champion and North
American champion.  She was forced to retire
from competition in 1989 – at the age of 19 –
due to injury.

“I met a lot of great people through speed
skating,” she says. “I developed friendships and
relationships that have carried through all of my
life.”

She has been able to instill a love of speed-
skating and sport in her children – twin daugh-
ters Rachael and Serena (who are 21) and 15-
year-old Adam, who is currently a member of
the Provincial Speed Skating team.   Rachael
and Serena have pursued other endeavors.
Serena is attending the University of Pittsburgh
on a diving scholarship and is currently the cap-
tain of the Diving Team there, while University
of Manitoba student Rachael was a high level
dancer with the RWB Rec Division and GOH
Ballet. She is currently also active in the Sarah
Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble, where she serves

on the board.
Despite her own speed-skating career being cut short by injury, Tracy has

remained active in the sport to the present day as a coach (including coach-
ing her children), as a Manitoba Speed Skating Association Executive
Board Member  and, most recently, as an official race starter.

As if all this weren’t enough to keep Leipsic busy, in 2018, she accepted
an invitation to become a member of the Board of the Manitoba Human
Rights Commission (MHRC).  “I had just completed terms on several
boards I had been involved in with sports and my kids’ schools and was
looking for something new related to community involvement,” she says.
“Human rights is a cause that speaks to me.”

The MHRC, she points out, is an independent agency of the provincial
government charged with administering the Human Rights Code.
Commissioners are responsible for setting the strategic direction of the
commission, also to consider complaints of discrimination and decide if
there is sufficient evidence of a contravention of the code to warrant the
complaint being referred to the Manitoba Human Rights Adjudication
Panel for determination at a public hearing. “Our staff does tremendous

work in dealing with complicated issues,” she
notes.  “It has been a great experience for me
and gives me a good feeling being able to help
people find closure.”

About a year ago, Tracy also joined the board
of the Jewish National Fund
Manitoba/Saskatchewan.  David (Greaves) and
I have been friends for years,” she says of the
JNF executive director who was appointed just
over a year ago.  “My family loves Israel. We
celebrated our daughters’ b’nai mitzvot there
in 2013 and have visited many times. “

She speaks very highly of the impact that
Greaves has had in his new role in still a rela-
tively short time.  “David has launched several
great new outreach programs,” she says.

Tracy Leipsic is also proud of the fact that
her children are following the examples set by
their parents. Tracy’s husband is lawyer
Richard Buchwald, who has been involved in
the community in a variety of roles and is
presently a board member of HSC Foundation,
among other activities. As well, both Richard’s
parents,  Dee and the late Harold Buchwald,
along with the aforementioned  Brenda Leipsic
and Michael Leipsic all laid the foundation for
Tracy and Richard’s children’s strong commu-
nity involvement.

“Through community involvement, you
meet a lot of great people,” Leipsic concludes.
“I find it really enjoyable giving back to the
community.”

Tracy Leipsic adding to family legacy in insurance industry, community involvement
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The Canadian Friends of Hebrew
University are pleased to
announce a transformative gift

of five million dollars ($5M) from The
Asper Foundation that will be used to
name Asper HUJI Innovate, a multi-
disciplinary center dedicated to assist-
ing students, faculty and alumni devel-
op their innovation and entrepreneurial
skills at the Hebrew University. This
gift upholds a tradition of exceptional
philanthropic support and collabora-
tion between the Asper familyand the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem Israel
(HUJI).

This gift will allow Asper HUJI
Innovate to expand its footprint and
professional led start-up accelerators
to develop significant external partner-
ships. A portion of the funds will be
used to establish an annual Asper
Innovation Prize, valued at $35,000.
USD. The prize will be awarded dur-
ing a juried competition, intended to encourage, and recognize outstanding
and promising student led startups. The public event will also be used to
showcase the University as a central force for global innovation within the
Jerusalem ecosystem. (Jerusalem is currently ranked 6th in New Global
Startup Ecosystem Report).

“It was the entrepreneurial spirit and wisdom of our late parents, Israel
and Babs, that established ties with the Hebrew University close to sixty
years ago. We are very proud of our long-standing partnership and connec-
tion to innovation that began with the creation of the Asper Center for
Entrepreneurship in the Jerusalem School of Business Administration, in
2001. We are excited to witness, through Asper HUJI Innovate, new gen-

erations of students and academics
lay the groundwork for advancing
ideas, for generations to come."
said Gail Asper, President, The
Asper Foundation

The Asper HUJI Innovate plat-
form encourages the entire univer-
sity community, including students,
faculty, and alumni and the
Jerusalem community at large to
develop their innovation and entre-
preneurial capabilities.

Established in 2018, it was creat-
ed as a platform to ensure that grad-
uates are best prepared for the chal-
lenges brought about by disruption,
inherent in an evolving workplace.
Asper HUJI Innovate serves as a
major boost to Jerusalem’s startup
ecosystem.

“The HUJI Innovate program is
highly prized by the entire univer-
sity, and The Asper Foundation’s
agreement to name and support the

centre will surely lead to a great leap forward in the Hebrew University’s
entrepreneurial enterprises. The vision and experience provided by Gail
Asper, President of The Asper Foundation, has for many years been an
invaluable asset for the Hebrew University, following the tradition of her
beloved late father, Israel, who remains a legendary figure for many of us
to this day,” said Prof. Asher Cohen, President, The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

Innovation has long been one of Israel’s most valuable resources. The
Hebrew University of Jerusalem fuels Israel’s vibrant entrepreneurial cul-
ture, advancing research and technology by educating its vital, highly
skilled, human workforce; one that produces more startups per capita than
any other nation in the world.
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Save the date!
Memories of my father - Elisha Wiesel

An Evening with Elie Wiesel’s Son

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia’s 4th Annual Distinguished Lecturer Series
keynote speaker will be Elisha Wiesel, who will appear via Zoom on
Monday, May 3, 2021 at 7:00 pm.

Elisha is the only child of Elie z”l and Marion Wiesel. He was born and
raised in New York, where he attended the modern orthodox Yeshiva
Ramaz on the Upper East Side. His early interests in computer program-
ming were such that at one point he self-described as a “geek”. 

He initially studied history and literature at Yale. However, one day he
noticed a computer programming student who seemed to be having a much
better time at university than he was. Elisha changed programs and gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s degree in Computer Science. After graduating from
Yale in 1994, Elisha took a position with Goldman Sachs, and stayed with
them for his entire career. He became a Managing Director and, in 2017,
Chief Information Officer for the company. Several years after his father’s
passing, Elisha retired from Goldman Sachs at the end of 2019. His varied
interests include politics (he volunteered on Michael Bloomberg’s presi-
dential campaign), heavy metal music, human rights, and the lessons of the
Holocaust.

His father was renowned for bearing witness to the Holocaust and
encouraging people to stand up against indifference. Elisha travelled wide-
ly with his father and notes that since everyone knew who his father was,
people had expectations of him. However, his own father expected only
two things: that he would marry Jewish and that he would recite kaddish
for him.  Family is everything to Elisha Wiesel, who is married and has two
children.

Elisha has spent extended periods of time in Israel where much of his
father’s family lives. He recently joined the board of Zioness, a coalition
of Jewish activists and allies who are unabashedly progressive and
unapologetically Zionist. He fills his days with Talmud study, electric gui-
tar lessons and new business and leadership opportunities. 

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia, Winnipeg’s modern Orthodox synagogue, plays
an important role in Winnipeg’s Jewish community. Under the spiritual
guidance of Rabbi Yosef Benarroch, it offers traditional services, a variety
of classes, and Shabbat and holiday programming. Rabbi Benarroch over-
sees both community kashrut and the mikvah at the Asper Jewish
Community Campus for the benefit of all Winnipeg Jews. 

Canadian Friends of Hebrew University announces $5,000,000 gift from the Asper Foundation
This transformative gift will name Asper HUJI Innovate at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem

(l-r): RICHARD LEIPSIC, Trustee, Asper Foundation; DAVID
ASPER, Trustee, Asper Foundation; LEONARD ASPER, Chair,
Asper Foundation; GAIL ASPER, President, Asper Foundation
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NDP MPs support false claim that Israel responsible for inoculating Palestians who are not Israeli citizens

By MYRON LOVE
NDP Member of Parliament Charlie Angus is

“shocked” – in his own words – that B’nai Brith
Canada has accused him of “promoting anti-Semitic
conspiracy theories” by reprinting an article from the
Guardian news paper in England, which Jewish
News Syndicate editor Jonathan Tobin describes as
the equivalent of a medieval blood libel.

“The myth that the Palestinians were denied the
vaccine demonstrates the persistence of anti-
Semitism and ignorance about who governs Arabs in
the West Bank and Gaza,” Tobin notes, in a feature
on the JNS website on January 5.

The article in question, Tobin points out, accuses Israel of only approv-
ing the Covid vaccine to Jews in keeping with the slant that the Guardian
and other mainstream media take. Tobin also cites a similar report from
PBS’s “News Hour”  as evidence of the lies constantly being spread about
Israel in certain segments of the media.

The truth is, Tobin continues, that Arab citizens of Israel – about 20% of
the population - are being vaccinated just like Jewish citizens.  (The media
seem to still be completely unaware after 70 years that there are Arab citi-
zens of Israel.)   Those Arabs who live within the boundaries of Israel,
including Palestinians who live in united Jerusalem but who have chosen
not to become Israeli citizens, are also getting the vaccine, he adds.

As well, Tobin notes, “contrary to those who harp on Israel’s supposedly
tyrannical role as “occupier” of the West Bank and Gaza, the Jewish state
doesn’t administer the daily lives of Palestinians who live there. The
health-care system in the villages, towns and cities of the West Bank where
Arabs live is run by the Palestinian Authority, not Israel. Those who live in
Gaza are ruled by the Hamas terrorist organization, which operates the
coastal enclave as an independent Palestinian state in all but name”.

He further points out that “you had to scroll down to the 13th paragraph
of the Guardian article to where the paper noted that the P.A. has not asked
for help from Israel. Indeed, it cut off coordination on issues relating to
health care and security since early last year to express its pique at the
Trump administration’s peace proposal, which it rejected just as it has all
such efforts for decades”.

So how – considering that the two Palestinian governments are refusing
any Israeli aid – can Israel be accused of denying that aid?   In addition,
shouldn’t the Israeli government’ priority be to vaccinate its own citizens
before anyone else?

Tobin also notes that  the Guardian reports that the P.A. is pursuing its
own vaccine solutions with international pharmaceutical companies - as it
should. I don’t see anyone suggesting that Israel is trying to block any such
agreements.

“Since vaccinations of Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza are not
Israel’s responsibility, and both the P.A. and Hamas have rejected Israeli
offers of coordination and help on the issue, why then have supposedly rep-
utable news organizations spread this lie?” Tobin asks.

“The answer,” he writes, “is that the claim fits into
the ongoing narrative about Israel and the
Palestinians that much of the mainstream media has
adopted for the last half-century. In doing so, those
who spew such falsehoods not only serve to help
demonize Israel, but also to deprive the Palestinians
of any agency for their fate or the conduct of their
leaders.

“It’s important to understand that this is not just
another example of inaccurate Mideast reporting by
journalists who don’t know any better. By claiming
that Israel is deliberately depriving Palestinians of a
life-saving vaccine, outlets who give credence to

this charge are pumping new life into old anti-Semitic canards that amount
to blood libels against Jews.

“Much like past allegations that Jews harvest the organs of Palestinians,
poison their children or have engaged in mass slaughters in the course of
attempting to suppress rocket fire and other accounts of terrorism, the vac-
cine is just the latest entry in a long list of untruths about Israel intended to
make it seem uniquely evil. Such fabrications are a necessary corollary of
arguments that call for the elimination of the only Jewish state on the plan-
et and the only nation being targeted for such treatment.

“Part of this campaign necessarily involves not just ascribing evil
motives to Israelis, but in reinforcing general ignorance about the facts of
the conflict. It also shows that the line between legitimate criticism of
Israeli policies—and anti-Zionist and anti-Semitic smears—is one that
some in the news media who ought to know better simply don’t recognize.
Shifting the discussion about what is already a complex conflict from one
about territory and national rights to one in which Jews are cast in the role
of murderer of non-Jews that stands at the heart of classic anti-Semitic
tropes remains deeply troubling. Journalists who do this are not only mak-
ing peace even harder to achieve; they are also ensuring that the debate
about the Middle East is transformed into one in which real crimes against
Jews can be rationalized and even justified.”

Charlie Angus’s response to B’nai Brith was that when he was in Israel
last January, an Israeli official told him that “getting into Gaza is virtually
impossible  and the Israeli Government carefully controls who gets in and
what is allowed into Gaza”.  He takes that to mean that because Israel con-
trols its border crossing with Gaza – whose government is in a self-
declared state of war with Israel – that Israel “occupies” Gaza.

Angus is obviously unaware that Egypt also has a border with Gaza and
that the Egyptian government also “carefully controls who gets in and what
is allowed into Gaza”, Why therefore does Angus not conclude that Egypt
is “occupying” Gaza?

At the same time that Angus is spreading anti-Semitic lies, he adds in his
rebuttal to B’nai Brith that he “continues to be an ally in the fight against
anti-Semitism”.

What is particularly disappointing is that the Guardian article was also
retweeted by Winnipeg Centre NDP MP Leah Gazan, who is a daughter of
a Jewish Holocaust survivor. 

‘Zoom bombers’ shout ‘Jews to the ovens’ at
online launch of book on the Holocaust in Italy

By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
Jan. 15, 2021 (JTA) — “Zoom bombers” in Italy crashed the online

launch of a book about the Holocaust and shouted anti-Semitic abuse,
including “Jews, we’ll burn you in ovens.”

The Jan. 10 incident on the videoconferencing platform came during the
presentation of a book titled “The Generation of the Desert” by Lia
Tagliacozzo, a Jewish author who was born to Holocaust survivors, La
Republica reported.

“A group of organized people entered en masse the Zoom meeting of the
presentation, while my mother was talking,” one of Tagliacozzo’s children,
Sara, wrote. “They started shouting ‘Jews in the ovens, the Nazis are back,
we will burn you all, you must all die,’ and they had Hitler portraits and
swastikas as their personal photos.”

The Zoom bombing phenomenon became increasingly common in 2020,
as many in-person encounters were replaced with online events due to
emergency measures connected to the COVID-19 pandemic. Among the
bombers are anti-Semitic groups that target Jewish events.

In July, a virtual prayer session that included several Dallas-area syna-
gogues was Zoom bombed by intruders shouting “Kill all Jews, bomb
Israel.” In March, a synagogue in Connecticut reported being Zoom
bombed with anti-Semitic messages during their Shabbat services.

The Anti-Defamation League recorded at least 11 anti-Semitic Zoom
bombings in the United States and Canada in March and April alone alone.

Lia Tagliacozzo said she was shocked by the incident, telling La
Republica that “The Nazis again entered my family’s home, like in 1943.”

NDP MPs Charlie Angus 
and Leah Gazan

Sheldon Adelson buried on 
Jerusalem’s Mount of Olives

(JTA) — Sheldon Adelson, the billionaire
who was a major funder of pro-Israel caus-
es,  received the distinct honor of a Mount
of Olives burial.

The Las Vegas Review-Journal, a newspa-
per Adelson owned, reported Thursday that
Adelson would be buried in the venerated
and ancient cemetery overlooking
Jerusalem’s Old City.

Jewish families have buried their dead on the Mount of Olives since time
immemorial. An estimated 150,000 people are interred there. In 2012, the
authorities who run the cemetery said there is barely any room left.

The Las Vegas-based casino magnate, one of the world’s richest men,
was a major giver to an array of Jewish causes, as well as a Republican
kingmaker. His May 2016 endorsement of Donald Trump’s presidential
candidacy was seen as making it legitimate for the GOP faithful to back the
reality show star’s outlier bid.

Adelson was a principal backer of the Republican Jewish Coalition,
which during his years of association with the group helped expand the
Jewish Republican voting base.

The Journal reported on Adelson’s arrival in Israel and a brief moment at
the airport that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, a beneficiary of
Adelson’s largesse, spent with the casket draped in the U.S. and Israeli
flags.

“This is a feeling of great emptiness and loss, but also a sense of com-
fort, knowing that he is no longer suffering and that he will soon lie in the
Mount of Olives, in Zion, next to some of the greatest people of our
nation,” his widow, Miriam, said in a statement.

Adelson was  buried Friday, January 15.
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Fourchette partners aim to sweeten life for Covid-fatigued Winnipeggers
By MYRON LOVE

Just about a year ago, Viktoria Mejnov and
Ella Zilbert, the ladies behind Fourchette,
were  looking forward to moving into a per-

manent bricks and mortar home for their fledg-
ling sweets and treats business.

Then, Covid arrived.
While the two entrepreneurs had to take a step

back, Mejnov notes, they have been able to con-
tinue growing their business during this time of
quarantine.  “People who are stuck at home
appreciate the treats and delicacies that we can
provide,” Zilbert says.

Both Zilbert and Mejnov are former Israelis
who are originally from countries that were for-
merly a part of the Soviet Union.  Mejnov came
to Israel in the mid-1990s – at the age of 21 -
from Uzbekistan.  She trained as a chemical
engineer and worked in Beersheva  for a number of years as a lab assistant.
She came to Winnipeg with her husband, who works in IT, along with their
three children, eight years ago. 

Zilbert arrived in Israel at the age of 14 from Ukraine, also in the mid-
1990s. After serving in the army, she earned a degree in law .  She and her
husband, a mechanic, immigrated to Canada six years ago with their two
children.  They were blessed with a third daughter after settling in
Winnipeg.

“I wasn’t able to get a work permit right away,” she says.  “During that
time, I wasn’t able to work or take classes.  I like to bake so that is what I
did – and I gave my baking to friends and neighbours who liked what I
made so much that they suggested I try to sell it.”

Zilbert and Mejnov met when they were both
working at the Rady JCC daycare.  After they dis-
covered that they had a mutual love of baking, they
decided to go into business together. The6y founded
Fourchette in November, 2018.

“We became close friends,” Zilbert says.  “Our
husbands are friends. Our kids are friends.  We have
become each other’s families.”

The duo prepare their delicacies in a commercial
kitchen space they rent downtown. 

Fourchette offers a variety of cakes, along with
“small bites” and European-style appetizers.  There
are also vegan and gluten free options. “We choose
ingredients that undergo the least amount of pro-
cessing and contain no artificial flavours or preserv-
atives,” Mejnov points out.

“Small bites” include cookies, cupcakes, dark or
white chocolate cake pops and confectionary items such as éclairs, wafer
roles and white  or cark choux with Belgian chocolate.

“We use all our own recipes,” Zilbert says.
She reports that a lot of Fourchette’s customers are from the Jewish com-

munity.  “We have been involved in a number of community events,” she
adds.  “We have also done workshops at the camps and the Rady JCC.”

The partners are hopeful that once the current Covid situation comes to
an end, they can move into a storefront and sell directly to the public.

For now, interested readers can order online at
Fourchette Inc.

tel: +1 (204) 808-2210
email: fourchette@4chette.ca

In this original Holocaust film, a Jewish inmate makes up a language to survive
By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ 

(JTA) — For a movie about the Holocaust,
the Belarussian film “Persian Lessons” has
some comic potential. Set in a concentration
camp somewhere in Western Europe, it
involves a Jewish inmate who survives by giv-
ing Farsi lessons to a Nazi officer who dreams
about opening a restaurant in Tehran.

One problem: The inmate doesn’t speak
Farsi. Instead he comes up with his own lan-
guage and teaches it to his captor, trying not to
raise suspicions.

If that sounds like a comedy of errors, it’s no
accident. “Persian Lessons” is based on a short
story by the screenwriter Wolfgang Kohlhaase,
who specializes in tragicomedies. Der Spiegel describes Kohlhaase as a
master of “dialogue jokes.”

But “Persian Lessons” is a somber thriller about surviving while obtain-
ing justice against the odds. And the film sets itself apart from others in its
genre in how it puts a deeply human face not only on the victims, but on
the perpetrators as well.

Belarus submitted the movie for Oscar competition because it was filmed
there, but it was disqualified from competition because it’s not actually
about that country. Cohen Media Group acquired the North American
rights to “Persian Lessons” but has yet to begin distributing the film.

The film, which is mostly in German (and fake Farsi), begins in a truck
packed with Jewish men being driven to an execution site. One man offers
Gilles, a young Belgian Jew, an expensive-looking book in Persian in
exchange for Gilles’ sandwich. Shortly after the transaction is made, the
men are taken to the place of execution. With nothing to lose, Gilles tells
the Nazi soldiers he is in fact Persian, not Jewish, and presents the book as
proof.

He can hardly believe his luck when the soldiers decide to keep him alive
because their commander is looking for a Farsi speaker. 

But Gilles’ troubles are only beginning. Sleep deprived, malnourished
and terrified, he must find a way to consistently teach a nonexistent lan-
guage to a man who would kill him instantly if he slips up.

Gilles comes up with a code system using the only reliable foreign vocab-
ulary at his disposal: the names of the inmates around him.

To each inmate, he assigns a foreign-sounding mashup of their first and
last names. To each mashup he assigns a word that captures something
about the personality or appearance of the inmate. Then he teaches that
word to the officer, who ends up unwittingly memorizing his victims’
names.

Much of the critically acclaimed film is devoted to the development of
Gilles’ scheme. But as it progresses, the film distinguishes itself from other
Holocaust films in its treatment of the daily lives of the Nazi soldiers run-

ning the camp: the romance between female and
male guards, the rivalry and politics between the
officers, and how Nazism divided their own fami-
lies back home.

This window into the routine of perpetrators was
the main motivation for director Vadim Perelman,
a Ukraine-born Jew whose family lost many rela-
tives in the Holocaust.

“What I mostly wanted to do is to show the
Germans, their humanity. To show that they were
just like us, that they’re not any different at all,”
he told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency last month.

Doing this is a more powerful indictment
against the Nazis than their frequent dehumaniza-

tion as monsters in the film industry, Perelman argued.
This view, famously argued by philosopher Hannah Arendt in her 1963

book “Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil,” has
gained popularity but remains disputed by historians and jurists, including
Justice Gabriel Bach, who prosecuted Adolf Eichmann. They argue that
Arendt’s analysis ignores both the remarkable ideological fervor of Nazi
anti-Semitism and its deep roots predating the Reformation.

Perelman — whose best-known film is “House of Sand and Fog,” an
award-winning tragedy from 2003 about immigration and depression star-
ring Ben Kingsley and Jennifer Connelly — believes there’s a perpetrator
in each of us.

“Myself, as a child, I was playing with the idea of being a bully. Pushing
around the weak, calling them names. Everybody has that in them,” he
said.

Perelman, 57, was an only child in Kyiv. His father died in a car accident
when he was nine years old, and he and his mother immigrated to Italy in
1977. They lived in extreme poverty in Rome — Perelman was once treat-
ed by a veterinarian because a doctor was too expensive, he told the Jewish
Journal of Los Angeles in 2003. 

Perelman, who now lives in California, and his mother later moved to
Canada, where he got in trouble with the law for burglary. He eventually
completed his high school diploma and became a director specializing in
commercials.

His personal history may have informed his perspective on morality, he
said.

In “Persian Lessons,” the Nazi officer, portrayed by Lars Eidinger,
reflects on some of the choices that led him to run part of a concentration
camp that is under threat of being captured by enemy troops. In one of the
film’s most dramatic moments, the officer confides to Gilles that his plan
to move to Tehran is born from the desire to reconnect with his older broth-
er, who fled Germany because of Nazism.

“Evil isn’t something you’re born into,” Perelman said. “It grows out of
a set of choices, some pretty small at first.”

Nahuel Perez Biscayart portrays a Jewish
inmate at a concentration camp in the
Belarusian film "Persian Lessons." (Courtesy of

HyperFilms) 

ELLA ZILBERT (left) and 
VIKTORIA MEJNOV
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Free virtual Master Classes in acting offered amid pandemic

The Winnipeg
Studio Theatre
(WST) has been

one of the first organiza-
tions to receive a “Safe
at Home”  grant from the
province, enabling it to
teach online Master
Classes in Theatre Arts,

with the public able to tune in for free.

Led by Brenda Gorlick, who co-founded WST
with Kayla Gordon in 2006, the Master Classes
provide a training hub for aspiring actors, directors,
music directors, and choreographers, along with
Gordon and Gorlick providing mentorship.

When  Covid arrived on the scene and everything
coming to a screeching halt, Gorlick created this virtual Made in Manitoba
Master Class Series, with a musical theater focus.

“I reached out to almost all of my former students who are now working
professionally somewhere in the world,” said Gorlick of getting the project
off the ground.  “Whether they are on Broadway in New York, out west, in
London, or in Australia, every person said ‘yes,’ when I asked them if they
would like to teach a Master Class virtually.

“So, we started with 12 professional artists who were unemployed but
who were at the top of their game in their own particular world.  And we
offered dance classes virtually.  We offered singing.  We offered audition
technique.  We offered acting for the camera.  We offered voice over tech-
nique.  And, it has expanded from there.”

The first round of workshops ran in June and July with many of the pro-
fessional artists moving back to Winnipeg with their until-then work on
hold.  At first, many of the classes were live with proper social distancing
protocols.  But, since things have shut down, all classes went online.

“I’ve been working for the last seven-to-eight years with Manitoba
Possible, formerly known as SMD Foundation (Society of Manitobans
with Disabilities),” said Gorlick.  “So, I’ve developed a dance program
with their clientele who are disabled, either in wheelchairs or who have
mobility issues or other physical disabilities.  So, that program that was
being offered to our current session, called All Access Dance.

“And, they also wanted to reach out to our deaf community.  So, we have
a mime class that is being offered by a pair of young women who are con-
nected with 100 Decibels Mime Troupe.  One of them is deaf and the other

one is hearing.  They work in a partnership.  They will be
teaching mimes to deaf and non-deaf artists online.  And,
the other thing I added to this go around is us offering
ASL interpretation online for anybody who has issues
with hearing.”

While so far the classes were paid for, thanks to funding
from the province,, going forward anyone is welcome to
join in for free.  “I actually wanted to offer this program
for free, but obviously, I‘m always wanting to pay the
artists who are involved...even sometimes, I’ll pay them
and I may not get paid, but I pay my artists,” said Gorlick.
“So, this time around I said, ‘Okay, I’ve got a budget.  I’m
going to pay the artists what they are worth.  And, we got
the funding we asked for, and I’m thrilled.

“There are eight designated topics (26 different ses-
sions).  We have pop locals, mime, acting for camera,

voice over techniques, all access dance, and  one called Ask a Broadway
Star.  So, the working professionals who have worked on Broadway will be
manning that panel.  Alexandra Frohlinger, for instance, she’s one of my
former students...I think I taught her from the age of 10.”

Chiming in, Alexandra Frohlinger, said, “In the past three rounds of the
MiMM classes, I have taught song interpretation, acting audition tech-
nique, and a seminar on how to navigate the business side of ‘The Biz.’

“This round, I will be a part of the Ask a Broadway Star Q-and-A, fea-
turing three-to-five Manitoba-made artists talking about their training,
careers, onstage experiences, and highlights of working in New York.

“Manitoba has such a wealth of local talent.  I don’t think I would be
where I am today without the foundation and training I received here.  Each
of us is our own journey, and no two paths are ever the same.  However, in
sharing my experiences, I hope to teach these young artists something they
can use no matter which direction their path takes them.  I am so grateful
for the opportunity to give back and help guide these emerging artists by
sharing things I wish I knew before and lessons I’ve learned along the
way.”

Meanwhile, Gorlick has also been working on developing another pro-
gram called, “Broadway Without Borders,” connecting troops from around
the world in doing Zoom-based online musicals.

“My hope and dream is to connect with troops everywhere in the world,”
said Gorlick.  “I’d love to connect with a troop in Israel, Africa, or
Australia.”

For more information or to sign up,
visit www.winnipegstudiotheatre.com.

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

BRENDA GORLICK

By BEN SALES
Jan. 14, 2021 (JTA) — Btselem, a leading

Israeli human rights group, says that the entirety of
Israel should be considered an apartheid state. 

Left-wing Israeli groups for years have deemed
Israel’s West Bank occupation, or aspects of it, to
be an apartheid system. A former prime minister
warned in 2017 that Israel was approaching
apartheid if it maintained its occupation of the
Palestinian territories.

But this is perhaps the first time a prominent
Israeli human rights group has applied the term to
all of Israel.

“A regime that uses laws, practices and orga-
nized violence to cement the supremacy of one group over another is an
apartheid regime,” Btselem says in a report released January 12 titled “A
regime of Jewish supremacy from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean
Sea: This is apartheid.” “These accumulated measures, their pervasiveness
in legislation and political practice, and the public and judicial support they
receive – all form the basis for our conclusion that the bar for labeling the
Israeli regime as apartheid has been met.”

The term apartheid originated in, and has traditionally been used to
describe, the racist legal regime in South Africa prior to 1994. Israel’s
harshest critics have long sought to apply the term to the country, a charge
many view as unfair and inaccurate, given that Israel affords equal rights to
its Arab citizens. The third-biggest party in Israel’s parliament is largely
Arab Israeli and Arabs have also served on the nation’s Supreme Court. 

“The very essence of apartheid was the physical separation – apartness –
of people based on a legislated racial hierarchy,” the Kohelet Policy Forum,
a conservative Israeli research institute, wrote in a response to the Btselem
report. “There [are] no racial or ethnic distinctions in Israeli law.”

Naftali Bennett, a leading right-wing Israeli politician, called the report
“lies” and tweeted that “Some of Israel’s finest judges, diplomats, police
officers, and soldiers are not Jewish,” listing several of their names.

Btselem’s report claims that Israel’s policies toward both Palestinians and

Arab-Israeli citizens qualify as apartheid. 
Within Israel’s recognized borders, Btselem

points to various forms of structural discrimi-
nation against Arab Israelis, including that
Arab municipalities control only 3% of the
country’s land despite Arabs comprising
roughly a fifth of the population. The report
notes that under Israeli law, only Jews are
granted automatic citizenship, and offers fre-
quent statements by Israeli officials denigrating
Arab participation in Israel’s political system. 

It points to a recent law defining Israel as the
nation-state of the Jewish people, which
Btselem and other groups believe codifies the

second-class status of Arab Israelis. Defenders of the law say it merely for-
malizes the state’s already clear Jewish character. 

In the West Bank, which Israel captured in the 1967 Six-Day War, the
report says that Israeli citizens who live in settlements enjoy rights that are
nearly identical to those of other Israelis, while Palestinians who live there
have no right to vote in Israel and enjoy limited freedom of movement. In
Gaza, the coastal territory from which Israel withdrew in 2005, Btselem
claims that Israel’s continuing control of most of its border qualifies as
apartheid. Egypt also controls a border with Gaza. 

Arabs who live in eastern Jerusalem, which Israel captured from Jordan
in 1967 and annexed, have residency rights in Jerusalem but not Israeli cit-
izenship, for which they can apply. Their neighborhoods lack many of the
public resources found in western Jerusalem neighborhoods. 

“Israel has perfected a far more sophisticated system of discrimination
and colonization through a matrix of regulations and infrastructures that
govern every aspect of Palestinian life,” Rafeef Ziadah, a Palestinian lec-
turer in comparative politics at SOAS University of London, wrote in the
Independent regarding the Btselem report. “An apartheid regime requires
accountability – and we Palestinians cannot afford any more Israeli
impunity.”

Israel is an apartheid state, leading Israeli human rights group says

A car driving in a tunnel near the West Bank
village of al-Walajah, May 30, 2019.
(Thomas Coex/AFP via Getty Images) 
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From Birobidzhan to Winnipeg, former Israeli finding success with Rocket Rooter

JNF MANITOBA & SASKATCHEWAN
WISHES YOU A

HAPPY
TU BI’SHEVAT
JNF ANNUAL CAMPAIGN KICK OFF ON 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2021
 P L E A S E  A N S W E R  O U R  C A L L  

Help us Support Holocaust survivors and honour those who 
perished, by revitalizing the Plugot Forest in their memory.
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By REBECA KUROPATWA

Born in Birobidzhan, in the heart of the Jewish
Autonomous Oblast on the east edge of Russia,
Alexander Bazer moved to Israel with his parents

after his 13th birthday.
Growing up, Bazer and his family did not have a lot of

contact with other Jews, but Yiddish was often spoken at
home.

When the possibility to move to Israel opened up in the
1990s, Bazer’s parents jumped at the opportunity.  In
1992, the family moved to Israel, settling in Ma’alot-
Tarshiha in the north, like many other families from
Birobidzhan.

After graduating from high school, Bazer enlisted in the
Israeli navy and served as a mechanic for five-and-a-half-
years, after which he studied mechanical engineering in
Akko.

Bazer moved to Bat-Yam and met his now-wife, Marina.
The young couple moved with their six-month-old, Nikita, to Winnipeg, in
2008.  They had at first thought to move to Montreal, but opted for
Winnipeg, as they had friends who had moved here before them.

“When I came to Canada here, for two weeks, I applied for jobs, but I
find language barrier,” said Bazer.  “Eventually, after two weeks, I find a
job with Roto-Rooter as a drain technician.  I start to work there, it was
good company.  I worked there for one year, I believe.

“After this I move to being an automatic doors technician, traveling
across Manitoba to fix the doors.  And when I was working there, I started
my own business cleaning drains and plumbing, small, it was just me.
After a few years, I was doing my business full-time.

“I started to have more clients, so I could not just do this part-time.  So,
from 2010, we had a full blast of the business almost.  Right now, I have
eight people (employees).”

What began as just minor plumbing and drain cleaning has since mor-
phed into a full-service drain cleaning company, equipped with all the lat-

est tools and technology to achieve the best results for
clients, both commercial and residential.  As well, there are
now full plumbing services – from planning to installation
in new and existing construction plumbing - a one-stop-
shop.

“We’re also doing bathroom renovation – offering exclu-
sive bathtubs and showers surround, which is custom-man-
ufactured for each individual bathroom,” said Bazer.  “The
product comes in a wide selection of colours, textures, and
patterns, allowing customers to achieve the look they
want.”

According to Bazer, the product is superior to what can
be found in DIY stores, and it comes with a manufacturer
and Rocket-Rooter lifetime Warranty.  It is a non-porous
material that is mold and mildew resistant.  And, though the
product is installed in panels, it is grout-free for easier
cleaning and maintenance.

“For the senior people or people who have hard time to
get inside the tub, we have the ability to install a door at the side of their
existing tub that they can just step inside of,” said Bazer.  “So, they don’t
need to lift their leg up too much over the tub.  We are just cutting the side
of the tub and putting a special trim and a door.  So, it’s going to look nice.
And, if people want to fill up the water, the door is all waterproof.  But, it’s
a nice low step.”

If a client wants to replace their old tub with a walk-in tub, Rocket Rooter
can do that, but their install-a-door-solution is much more affordable.  For
around $1000 and within three-to-four hours of work, they are able to
transform an existing tub into a walk-in tub.

Bazer also recently added  mechanical services as part of what his com-
pany offers, with a focus on the industrial side.  These are often govern-
ment projects, but there are smaller ones as well.  Rocket Rooter also offers
residential services for furnaces, air conditioning units, HVAC, and all
other home mechanical systems.

For more information, visit www.rocketrooter.ca

ALEXANDER BAZER

Wish your trees a happy birthday… 

This week when you pass the trees in your yard or on your street when
you’re out with your dog, don’t forget to wish the trees you
encounter on your jaunt a happy birthday. On January 28th we will

be celebrating Tu’Bishvat, a wonderful Jewish holiday that dates back to
biblical times where tradition tells us it was required to calculate the date
of fruit bearing trees to determine when to pick the fruit. In modern times
and since the beginning of the 1901, JNF adopted this holiday as it fit per-
fectly with its early mandate of greening Israel to date JNF is responsible
for planting more than 250 million trees. Every year over a million Israelis
celebrate Tu’Bishvat by planting thousands of trees on this day. Many of
us may remember filling our tree cards with JNF stickers, signifying we
had purchased a tree. 

JNF continues to celebrate this holiday by encouraging donations to
‘plant a tree’ in Israel, something they have been doing for many years but
there is also the opportunity to direct your donations to one of the current
projects that JNF has adopted. These projects fill an immediate need as
identified by communities throughout Israel. JNF’s mandate and mission
has since grown to include the key work it currently undertakes, including
reforestation, water conservation and the development of green space
(parks) and community centres.

Because Tu’Bishvat falls on the International Holocaust Remembrance
Day this year, JNF has selected projects that reflect both the traditional
spirit of the holiday and the need to provide vital assistance to Holocaust
survivors.

JNF will renovate Amcha’s Centre in Rehovot servicing Survivors with
psychological and social support. AMCHA, the code word that helped sur-
vivors identify fellow Jews in war-ravaged Europe, short for Amcha
Yisrael, meaning the people of Israel, now stands for another kind of sup-
port system. Amcha set out to create a framework for mutual aid, memory
processing and grief resolution. It will provide a rich array of programs,
that after a year of isolation due to the pandemic, have become more
important than ever. 

JNF will also honour those who perished in the Holocaust by revitalizing
the Plugot Forest in their memory. “If the bee disappeared off the face of
the Earth, man would only have four years left to live.” This quote is attrib-
uted to Albert Einstein, in connection with colony collapse disorder
(CCD), a mysterious disease that is sweeping through North American and
European honeybee hives. The renewal of the arson-balloons from Gaza
that have damaged the Plugot Forest, located in the Northern Negev, new,
“bee-puller” trees will be planted to increase the bee populations by attract-
ing other bees to the area. Bees are central to the functioning of our entire
ecosystem through their fertilization, which assists in producing 90% of
the world’s food.
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DAVID RABB (RABINOVITCH)
Born: NOVEMBER 17, 1930

Passed away: DECEMBER 31, 2020
Following a brief ill-

ness, the family of David
Rabb is deeply saddened
to announce the passing
of our loving husband,
father, and zaida.

David leaves to mourn
his adoring wife of 65
years, Sheila; his chil-
dren, Jeff, Irene (Jack),
Ian (Trevor); his grand-
children, Haley, Justin,
Matthew and Emily; his
beautiful sister, Merle,
and sister-in-law, Zsipie,

as well as many nieces, nephews, their spouses and
children. David also left behind countless friends and
their families who may have not been related by blood
but were as close as family.

David was predeceased by his parents, Louis and
Irene Rabinovitch; sisters, Rose (Abe), Ethel (Eph),
brother-in-law, Earl Pitch, niece, Pamela Wolson, and
nephew, Michael Hoffer.

David Rabb grew up in the south end of Winnipeg.
He attended Queenston School, Robert H. Smith and
Kelvin High School. He was always an avid learner,
starting from a very young age. He was a frequent
winner of spelling bee contests, dollars for scholars,
and graduated winning the Governor General’s medal
at Kelvin High School. 

In high school David competed and excelled at bas-
ketball, bowling and curling. Later in life he discov-
ered both tennis and golf, and pursued these activities
for many years. He golfed every week, including this
past summer. 

David attended University of Manitoba, graduating
with an honors degree in geography. His love of learn-
ing never ceased, and as a senior he audited classes
with his friends at both the University of Winnipeg
and College of the Desert in Palm Desert.

In 1954 David met the love of his life - Sheila Pitch,
though his fraternity, Sigma Alpha Mu. Married in
1955, the fairytale love story lasted over 65 years.
They shared a passion for their families, friends, trav-
eling, winters in Palm Desert, playing cards, entertain-
ing, and sports. David had season tickets for the Blue
Bombers for 68 years.

David started his career with his dad and brother-in-
law. They opened automatic car washes across
Western Canada, followed by Washtronics Ltd., man-
ufacturing equipment for lifting and washing various
forms of transportation.

David retired in his mid 50s. Realizing that he still
wanted to contribute, he got a real estate license and
spent the next 30 years actively working in this mar-
ket. He finally fully retired five years ago at the age of
85.

David was known to all for his incredible demeanor.
He was honest, kind, genuine, reliable, and made a
friend of everyone he met, whether it was for five min-
utes or 50 years.

It didn’t matter if it was business, charity or person-
al relationships. These qualities shined brightly
always.

David never forgot the lessons he learned watching
his parents and in-laws lead and teach by example.
Throughout his life he gave generously to a number of
causes - volunteering both time and money - the
Jewish Foundation, JNF, B’nai Brith, and Chai Folk
Ensemble to name a few. He sent a donation to any
charity that ever asked.

The family would like to offer our since love and
thanks to all the caregivers and doctors who supported
us during his brief illness. We would like to thank
Maria, Patty, and Cathy for the exceptional care and
concern they extended to our family. 

For many years Dr. Sheldon Permack and staff were
always there when needed. We also want to thank Dr.
Dan Chenier, who saw our dad regularly before he
entered the hospital. Also, a special thank you to our
dear friends, Dr. Leon Waye and Dr. Jeff Mottola, who
helped us navigate throughout his short illness.

Finally, a huge thank you to Dr. Lamba, Rose and
Jessie from the Health Sciences Centre for their role in
his care. 

We are so heartbroken over our loss. David never
spoke an ill word of anyone. He had a colossal zest for
life. His life was exemplary. He was righteous, a men-
sch of all menschen, a person of integrity and honour.
His unconditional love and support of all his family
and friends will sustain us forever.

In lieu of flowers tribute donations can be made in
his honor to:

twotenrecovery
www.twotenrecovery.org

or
www.jewishfoundation.org

204-477-7525

DR. SHELDON MORLEY CLAMAN
The family of Sheldon

Claman is saddened to
announce his passing on
December 19, 2020, at
home surrounded by
those he loved the most,
in person and in spirit.
Sheldon was a greatly
beloved husband, father
and grandfather who
will be deeply mourned
and dearly missed.

Sheldon was prede-
ceased by his parents,

Benjamin and Teresa (Tess) Claman; his brother
Usher Claman; and his cherished son Benny. Deeply
feeling his loss are his wife of 56 years, Louise and
his three children, Erin (Toronto), Sara (Mardy) and
Jeffery. His grandsons, Brett and Seth Yager will
miss their zeyda forever and were Sheldon's greatest
gifts.

Sheldon was born in Beausejour, Manitoba in
1932. He was the older of two brothers and his father
served as the local dentist. In the early 1940s,
Sheldon's father, Ben enlisted in the Army and the
family relocated to Winnipeg. Tess held down the
fort at home on Glenwood Crescent and Sheldon
attended school and did the things boys do in their
youth with his many neighbourhood friends. Sheldon
graduated from St John's High School, but was able
to avoid writing final exams by the onset of the flood
of 1950. Sheldon and his classmates were dispensed
to help pack sandbags in lieu of graduation cere-
monies. Following his high school graduation,
Sheldon attended the University of Manitoba; as
there was no Dental School in Manitoba at the time,
he attended the Faculty of Dentistry at McGill
University. During the summers, Sheldon served as
an Army Reservist with the Canadian Forces to fund
his educational pursuits. He served in the Artillery
Corps and the Dental Corps. Upon completion of his
DDS, he completed postdoctoral training in Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery at the University of Iowa, in
Iowa city and at the University of Oklahoma Medical
Center, in Oklahoma City. Sheldon was a board
member and the President of the Manitoba Dental
Association and Founder/President of the Royal
College of Dentists. He taught oral surgery in both
the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry, and was a
member of the Alpha Omega Fraternity. He was an
incredibly humble man with a strong sense of
integrity which was the basis for how he cared for
people throughout his life. Sheldon was a mentor to
many, a leader with a strong sense of fairness and
compassion which he passed on to his children and
especially his grandsons.

In 1963, Sheldon returned to his hometown of
Winnipeg to work while he awaited the paperwork
which would allow him to return to the US perma-
nently. In May of 1964, he was set up on a blind date
by a patient; he would say this meeting changed the
trajectory of his life. Sheldon married the love of his
life, Louise Hecht on December 22, 1964 and
remained in Winnipeg for the rest of his life. Sheldon
recently said, on Louise's birthday just weeks prior to
his passing that "I made many mistakes in my life,
but marrying you (Louise) wasn't one of them".
Together, Sheldon and Louise built a life filled with

happy memories and family and friends. Although
there were challenges along way, Sheldon, with
Louise's fortitude continued on building his profes-
sional practise, mentoring generations of dental sur-
geons through his teaching at the University of
Manitoba, and assisting in establishing the Faculty of
Dentistry, performing surgeries in the St. Boniface
Hospital, Misericordia Hospital and briefly at the
Victoria Hospital hospital , eventually founding his
surgical center which provided a place for dental
surgery to be performed outside the hospital system.
Sheldon was responsible for bringing the dental
implant surgery to Winnipeg, bringing progressive
and cutting-edge surgical techniques to patients and
professionals alike.

In 1966, Sheldon and Louise had their first child
Erin, followed in 1968 by son Benny and in 1970 by
Sara. The family was complete when Jeffery was
born in 1971. He changing diapers side by side with
Louise, and when Louise returned to work evening
shifts, Sheldon took on the challenge of caring for
four children after his workday was over. Things
never went according to the lists laid out by Louise
during her absence, but everyone got fed and was
happy by the time she arrived home. Sheldon was an
avid father, and although he worked extensive hours
during his early years in practise, by the time the
children were older, he was around home more and
willing to help with their homework; until one of
their teachers suggested he stop doing their home-
work and allow the children to do it themselves.

Sheldon cared deeply for all he considered friends,
and passionately for his family. Through his life he
never hesitated to offer his love and support to his
children when times were tough and challenges pre-
sented themselves. Although Sheldon and Louise
experienced heartache, they also had joy and happi-
ness which was celebrated with the accomplishments
of their children and in turn the birth of their grand-
sons, Brett and Seth. Sheldon and Louise's grandsons
embodied the meaning of life and love to all but par-
ticularly Sheldon who never ceased to be amazed at
their antics and often took part in their mischief,
laughing when they were caught "red handed". Zaida
was Brett and Seth's right hand man and they knew
his love and dedication to them and future they rep-
resented to him. Whether it was sitting with Brett as
a toddler in a car for hours so Brett could "drive",
pretending the shower was a spaceship or proof-
reading university papers, Sheldon glowed in the
presence of his "prince" Brett. The mere picture of
his grandson, Seth could bring a smile to his face
even when he was not feeling well and he always
counted on Seth to update him on facts about Frank
Sinatra and other "Rat Pack" members for which
they shared an affinity. On many rides to dialysis,
Seth provided his zaida with a playlist of favourites,
bringing smiles in a difficult time.

Sheldon's family had the incredible honour of car-
ing for him in his last days, helping Louise ensure
that he had what he needed and was comfortable. His
dignity and integrity were maintained to the end. He
knew that he was beloved and cherished and that
Louise would be well taken care of when he was no
longer able to do so.

A graveside ceremony for immediate family only
was held on December 21, 2020 at Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery, officiated by Rabbi Matthew Liebl.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
Benny Claman Memorial Scholarship Fund at St.
John's Ravenscourt School (204-477-2485), Jewish
Child and Family Services (204-477-4750) or a char-
ity of your choice.
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JOYCE BASMAN
Joyce Cavell Basman

(nee Epstein) passed
away on December 13,
2020, at the age of 97. A
woman who lived and
died on her own terms,
Joyce’s life ended as she
wished it - peacefully,
painlessly and in her
sleep.

Joyce was the daughter
of Frieda and Louis
Epstein and older sister

to Irving (predeceased). Frieda and Louis were
refugee immigrants from Russia and Romania. They
settled in and around the farming colonies of
Saskatchewan, set up by Baron De Hersh for Jews
escaping the pogroms of eastern Europe.

During the Dirty Thirties, Joyce’s family moved
from town to town running general stores in
receivership on behalf of creditors. In her youth, she
had a penchant for whimsical, devil may care
shenanigans, a feature throughout her life. Joyce
marched to the beat of her own drummer, not accept-
ing society’s mores, forging her own path. She lived
through the war years, and became a nurse seeing the
worst and the best this world had to offer. A thor-
oughly modern woman; she played sports, drank as
well as any man, dressed to the nines and did not suf-
fer fools lightly.

To the family she was the wild and crazy Aunt
from the Prairies. A main stay at all family celebra-
tions, dancing the splits or displaying feats of
strength by challenging her nephews to arm
wrestling. She was the Aunt who parasailed and
played golf with Bobby Hull. She entertained her
nieces and nephews with good humour, stories, and
sage advice. She made friends wherever she went
and made long lasting impressions. 

Joyce married Aaron Basman at age 50, and
described their marriage as the highlight of her life.
When Aaron passed away, she carried on. She was
one of the last bridges to a bygone era; she lived well
and will be sorely missed by all.

Her family wishes to thank the staff of the Simkin
Centre for years of kindness and care.

LAURRIE ZECHOVAL 
Laurrie Zechoval

passed away peacefully
on January 7, 2021, with
his daughters and sister
by his side.

Laurrie was prede-
ceased by his father
Samuel Zechoval and
his mother Elsie Coave.

At the age of 79,
Laurrie leaves to mourn,
daughters, Tammy
(Keith) Brock, Rebecca
Zechoval, Tracy

(Darryl) McRae and Tara (Tom) Thomas; and grand-
children, Farah, Taylor (Brad), Payton (Chaley),
Ashley and Paige; siblings, Nancy (Gerry) Zipursky,
Myra (Jim) Thorkelson, Rande (Shelley) Zechoval;
and his nieces and nephews. 

Laurrie was a business man at heart. He began his
career at Stylerite Department stores until he opened
his own business Warehouse 242 in Winnipeg.
Warehouse 242, was his pride and joy. At the age of
55, he sold his business and relocated to Vancouver,
BC.

Laurrie was an avid sports fan, especially when it
involved the Winnipeg Jets or the Blue Bombers.
Laurrie had a great sense of humour which was
apparent in all his conversations. 

Laurrie will be greatly missed by his family and
friends.

If family or friends so desire, donations can be
made in Laurrie’s memory to the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation (JDRF). Nothing would have
made Laurrie happier than to live to see a cure for
Type 1 Diabetes.

A private graveside service took place on Sunday,
January 10, 2021.

ISRAEL (SOODY) KLEIMAN
October 3, 1932 - January 1, 2021

It is with great sadness
that we announce the
passing of Israel
(Soody) Kleiman at the
age of 88. Son of the late
David and Rose
Kleiman. Beloved and
loyal spouse of Helen
(Orah) Kleiman for 66
years. Cherished father
of Simcha (Pearl) and
Rafael (Natalie). Adored
Saba of Ariella, Jacob,
David, Moriyah, and
Yonina. Dear brother

and brother-in-law of Sam and Shirley Kleiman, and
the late Riva and Louis Sotolov. He also leaves to
mourn and will be sadly missed by his many nieces
and nephews as well as other extended family and
friends.

Born and raised in Winnipeg, as a young man
Soody was a member of the Zionist youth group,
Habonim. In 1951-2 he spent a year in Israel on the
“Habonim Workshop” a program designed for young
people interested in learning Hebrew and moving to
Israel. On his return to Winnipeg, he helped found
Camp Massad, a Hebrew speaking overnight camp
located near Winnipeg Beach, also serving as its first
Head Counsellor.

In 1952 Soody met Orah, who also had Zionist
interests. They married and moved to Israel where
they spent 3 years. On their return to Winnipeg,
Soody continued his contributions to Jewish educa-
tion, serving on the Board of the Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, the Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education,
and the Committee for Judaic Studies at the U. of
Manitoba. Soody was one of the founders and orga-
nizers of the “Saturday Night Discussion Group”
whose members listened to and interacted with some
of the most interesting and informed speakers in
Winnipeg. When the Group “closed shop” after 50
years, Soody was honoured with a full-page article in
the Winnipeg Free Press.

Soody worked for over 50 years as an electrician.
After apprenticing with his Uncle Sam, he earned his
Master Electrician’s license and started his own elec-
trical contracting firm, I. S. Kleiman Electric. Later,
in parallel, he operated Red Devil Heater Mfg. Co.
which he took over from his Uncle Bill. Soody took
great pride in his workmanship as a tradesman and
received much satisfaction from serving the
Winnipeg community.

Soody was a friendly person, a friend to all; happy,
humorous, intelligent, and a kind humanitarian. He
volunteered his time and skills to Habitat for
Humanity and Rossbrook House for many years.
Soody partook in and made many friends through his
activities; softball and lawn bowling in summer,
curling and bowling in winter.

We love Soody, our husband, our father, our grand-
father. We will never forget him. His family wishes
to thank the staff of the Heritage Lodge who were
kind and gentle, making Soody’s last days easier.

A private graveside funeral was held at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery on January 3, 2021. The eulogy was
given by Rabbi Kliel Rose.

Donations may be made to the “Orah and Soody
Kleiman Educational Fund” of the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, the Jewish Child and
Family Service, or a charity of your choice.

LEO PANITCH
1945 – 2020

Leo Panitch died on December 19, 2020 from
pneumonia brought on by Covid – 19, contracted
while in hospital being treated for cancer.  The
ensuing outpouring of expressions of loss and tribute
from socialist intellectuals and activists from around
the world, from former students, as well as from
many mainstream institutions, was testimony to his
international reputation as a leading socialist scholar
and public intellectual, as well as to the compelling
nature of his character.  He was a person of
uncommon warmth and generosity.

Leo’s working - class origins were an important
part of his intellectual formation.  As he often said,
his family’s experiences gave him a real sense of
class inequities inherent in capitalism as well as a
socialist sensibility.  This empathy for working class
people, and identification with their struggles to
build a better life for themselves shaped his
scholarship and indeed his life.  

While he enjoyed a distinguished academic career,
he was far from being ‘ivory tower’ academic.  He
sought a broad audience for his ideas and rarely
turned down the opportunity to be seen or heard in
the mass media, in the process becoming Canada’s
foremost public socialist intellectual.  

Beyond all of this, Leo was a charismatic
individual with an unbridled passion for life.  His
interests ranged well beyond the scholarly and
political spheres from the arts (especially jazz), to
sports (notably football and the Bombers), to Jewish
history and culture. 

His family has been overwhelmed and moved by
the outpouring of tributes to Leo and expressions of
love. In response to the many inquiries as to where
donations in his honour may be made we are excited
to announce the Leo Panitch Scholarship at
Merchants Corner.  On Selkirk Avenue in
Winnipeg’s North End where Leo grew up, there is a
vibrant centre of community life called Merchants
Corner. It is the site of the University of Winnipeg’s
Department of Urban and Inner-city Studies. The
relocation of this University program to the heart of
North End Winnipeg to address many challenges
facing the predominantly Indigenous people now
living in the North End, is an innovative example of
university- community engagement. It is here that
the Leo Panitch Scholarship will be situated.

Leo himself had benefitted enormously from the
educational opportunities made available in the
North End, including the afterschool I.L. Peretz Folk
School where instruction was in both Yiddish and
English. Today, what is unique about Merchants
Corner is the distinct Indigenous curriculum and its
success in attracting students who traditionally
would not have pursued higher education. This
Scholarship at Merchants Corner will support
students in the Department of Urban and Inner-City
Studies at Merchants Corner who have academic
ability, financial need and who have experiential
knowledge of the North End. The Scholarship will
also enable senior students to gain work experience
as community outreach workers. They will be paid to
go to North End high schools and junior high schools
to make students aware of the opportunity to attend
university right in their neighbourhood.

This scholarship resonates with Leo’s Winnipeg
roots, his academic orientation, and his commitment
to education and social justice. We are extremely
pleased to have the opportunity to invite your
support for this remarkable project in the memory of
this great and creative socialist thinker and activist,
who never forgot his origins in Winnipeg’s North
End.

Please forward charitable donations by cheque to
The Winnipeg Foundation

For the Leo Panitch Scholarship at Merchants
Corner 1350 - One Lombard Place, Winnipeg,
Manitoba R3B 0X3, Canada

Or by credit card at:
https://www.wpgfdn.org/LeoPanitch
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Malke loved being independent; hosting friends
and relatives in her apartment and going everywhere
she wanted via the bus, handi transit, and her special
driver, Jeff Aboodi. She was so proud when she
learned to use an iPad and for years communicated
via Facebook and text message with her family and
friends. She participated in every event at the Simkin
Center; from bowling to bingo to Shabbat Services,
she did it all. 

Malke leaves to cherish her memory her daughter
Dr. Tsiporah Shore (Rabbi Jeffrey Gale); her son
Bernie Shore (and partner Jackie Moore-Bunney);
her grandchildren Leanne, Joshua, Julian and Luca;
her great-grandson Bentley; nephews and nieces, Zvi
Gordon, Saul Jacobson, Sybil Stokoloff, Akivah
Starkman, Gary Starkman, Roni Katz, David Katz,
Ilana Katz-Morstead, and their spouses and children.
She also leaves to mourn numerous cousins and
many friends. 

She was predeceased by her parents, Moishe and
Laika Katz; her sister Beatrice (Bea) Starkman
(Herb); her brother Ben Katz (Avivah), her sisters-
in-law, Razel Jacobson (Sammy) and Ruth Gordon
(Sam); and nephews, Don Gordon and Tom
Morstead. 

The family would like to thank Drs. Turnly Wong,
Clarence Khoo, Gregg Eschun, and Richa Tandon
for their outstanding care and kindness. The family
also extends sincere thanks to Corinna, Brenda,
Tessie, Jan, Marilyn, Lori, and the entire nursing
staff and health care aides of Weinberg 2, the many
volunteers of the Simkin Center, Josh who facilitat-
ed recreation and FaceTime, and the entire Simkin
Centre staff. Thanks to Jaafar (Jeff) Aboodi, Malke’s
driver, and to Marie Lavoie and Cycelia Lazarowich
for always being there for her. And thanks to all
friends and relatives for their unending support.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
Saul and Claribel Simkin Center; the Heart and
Stroke Foundation of Canada – Manitoba; the
Canadian National Institute for the Blind; or to a
charity of your choice. 

Malke sent ripples of love and kindness throughout
this world, through the many people she met, and the
many people who were able to bask in the light she
spread. It was her joy and her love of community that
allowed her to live so fully. Tehizichronalivracha –
may her memory be for a blessing!

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JAN. 20

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

AVRAHAM
(IRVIN)

LABOVITCH A”H
who passed away
18th Teves 5781
January 2, 2021

Remembered always and
greatly missed, he will be in
our hearts forever.
—His children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, sister-in-
law, nieces, nephews and family.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MAX DUCHON
who passed away
January 26, 2020

1 Day in Shevat 5781
—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

MISCHA
POLLOCK
who passed away
January 9th, 2019

3rd day of Shevat, 5779
Forever loved, remembered
and deeply missed by
his wife Lynn, children
Debbie and Neil (Michelle)
and grandchildren, Benny,
Joshua, Elliot and Shoshana.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ADAM GOSZER
who passed away
February 3, 2012

10 days in Shevat, 5772
Though we can’t reach out and
touch you, you are always in
our thoughts and hearts - loved
and forever remembered for
your gentle nature, kind heart,
zest for life and great sense of
humor.
— Deeply missed by your wife,
Barbara, your children
Elliott, Sharon & Steven, your
grandchildren Sam, Joseph,
Nick, and Sarah, your nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

HAROLD SWICK    
1945-2021

Harold was the centre
of our family’s universe.
He was a kind, compas-
sionate, loving, no bars
hold kind of man.  He
loved us all, but he loved
his grandchildren,
Sydney and Dylan most
of all.  He would do any-
thing and everything for
them.  He was always
showering love, gifts
and especially their
favourite - money.

He had many friends from working as a teacher,
working at the casinos and then having his own
Fantasy Fun Casinos, as well as his many friends
from curling, golfing and his special buddies from
poker, along with his lunch buddies from school.

He had a wicked sense of humour which made me
laugh continuously, as well as others.  He enjoyed his
corny jokes, which he shared with his grandson
Dylan, either in person or by phone.

He will be sorely missed by his many friends, com-
patriots and especially by his children, Candace
(Marty) Hantuk. Richard Swick, and his grandchil-
dren, Sydney and Dylan Hnatuk, as well as his sister-
in-law, Jackie Dubofsky.

But he will be missed most of all by me.
Unfortunately for Harold, his life was cut short.

He had suffered many setbacks previously, but he
always rallied.  He made sure he was there for his
granddaughter, Sydney, when she came back for fall
break from college.  He was always letting me know
that he loved me and would always be there for me,
even in death.  We were married for 50 years and he
made sure that I would be looked after when he died.
He was that kind of a husband.

Rest in peace my love, you deserved it after all
your suffering.

Harold will be cremated and laid to rest with his
best friend, Vanilla.  A memorial service will hope-
fully take place at Harold’s favourite place, Larters.

I would like to thank Drs. Todd and Lerner,
Victoria General Hospital 4 North, for their kindness
and compassion, as well as the wonderful staff at
Victoria General Hospital.

If you wish to make a donation in Harold’s name
please email candaceswick@gmail.com.

Now you can rest in peace.  You will always be in
my heart.  You’re gone, but I can still hear your voice
guiding me and making sure I am safe.

-Your loving wife, Maxine

MALKE SHORE
May 12, 1928 - January 8, 2021

It is with enormous
sadness and heavy
hearts that we announce
the passing of Malke
Shore, age 92,  loving
mother, grandmother,
and great-grandmother,
at the Saul and Claribel
Simkin Centre.

Malke was born to
Moishe and Laika Katz
in Miedzyrzec, Poland
and travelled with her
family by boat to

Canada at the age of two. Her family settled in
Winnipeg. Despite tough times, Malke was in the
first graduating class of the I.L. Peretz school, where
she sang in the school choir, followed by William
White School and St. John's Tech High School.
Lacking the funds for a teacher's college education,
Malke chose to enter the retail world, starting first in
bookkeeping and then in sales. She was a member of
Hashomer Hatzair youth group, but declined making
Aliyah (moving to Israel) to care for her blind moth-
er, as well as her siblings Benny and Beatrice (Bea).

In 1951, Malke married the love of her life and her
forever partner, Jack Shore, and moved with him to
Canora and then Tisdale, Saskatchewan, working
side by side with him at Shore & Son's general cloth-
ing and shoe store. She was a strong participant in
community life, eventually becoming the president
of both the Kinette Club and the Hospital Auxiliary.
Building a Jewish home was important to Malke.
She ordered kosher meat to be shipped to Tisdale
from Winnipeg and participated in the activities of
the Melfort synagogue, including a baby naming for
her son and a Bat Mitzvah for her daughter. In 1970,
the family moved to Winnipeg, where she again col-
laborated with Jack to run Maljac Fashions. She later
managed Chantal, an exclusive boutique in Eaton
Place, and eventually managed the women’s plus-
size department at Eaton's downtown. All of her cus-
tomers loved and trusted her. She worked her whole
life, an amazing example of a working mother in an
era when this was not yet the norm.

Malke loved her husband dearly, including travel-
ling with Jack and celebrating all events with him;
they were a model of love and partnership through
good times and bad. When he had to be in a nursing
home, she visited him every single day. 

Malke was everyone’s mother, grandmother,
friend. She was involved in every event for her chil-
dren and grandchildren, and mothered her children's
friends as well. She lived for her children’s happi-
ness. She was so proud of Tsiporah being a doctor
and mother of Bernie, authoring a book while also
working. Malke was thrilled beyond belief when she
had her own grandchildren; she babysat them, fed
them, spoiled them, and loved them unconditionally.
She had so much pride in everything that they did
and still do. She followed Leanne to her universities,
witnessing not only her graduation but her dorms,
apartments, and the Yale Law Library. She visited
Joshua’s fraternity house and toured Atlanta with
him for several days to celebrate his college gradua-
tion. She was thrilled when Julian introduced her to
great-grandson Bentley, and had chocolate bars for
Bentley whenever he came to her apartment. She
baked and cooked with Luca and had good times
during their many visits. Malke made her grandchil-
dren feel special with unconditional support; if they
were happy, she was too. 

Malke was also a true mother to her children’s
partners. She loved Tsiporah's husband Jeff as if he
were her own son. She and he had their own rela-
tionship, their own inside jokes. She was always wel-
coming to Bernie’s partner, Jackie. She had a way to
just make people feel comfortable. 

Malke was also there for all her friends; always
sending Jack with baking or cooking to anyone need-
ing it; for illness, for parties, for any reason at all.
She cared for her sister when she became ill and
managed everything for her. Her nieces and nephews
were like her own children. She mothered her special
friend, Marie Lavoie, as if she was her own daughter.
Everyone who met her enjoyed her warmth.

Malke was incredibly social and could strike up a
conversation with anyone. She was a Board Member
of the Maple Leaf Chapter of B'nai Brith Women.
Without judgment or reservation she supported all
those around her. She made a point to get to know
every single person she met, and to shower them in
warmth, from her closest relatives to the person
behind her in line at the grocery store. She was
effortless in building community, and in caring for
each individual person thoughtfully and diligently.
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In Memoriam

LORETTA
LABOVITCH

who passed away
March 9, 2008

3rd day in Adar, 5768

In loving memory of

Our hearts still ache with sadness
And silent tears do flow

And what is meant to lose you, no one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

MAX
LABOVITCH

who passed away
January 14, 2018

27th day of Tevet, 5778

In loving memory of

FAYE SETTLER
who passed away
January 21, 2004
27 Days in Tevet

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FANNY
GLESBY

who passed away
January 29, 1996
8 Days in Shevat

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,
7 granddaughters, 8 great-
granddaughters and dad's
namesake, Ike.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARBARA
NEPON

who passed away
January 9, 2003
8 days in Shevat

— Forever remembered by
your sister, Roberta, brother-
in-law Sol and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK
MARKSON

who passed away
January 26, 1995
26 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and

grandfather

DAVID NEPON
who passed away
January 29, 1988
10 Days in Shevat

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Gert, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
OFFMAN
who passed away
February 5, 1998
10 days in Shevat

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by his son Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our beloved

ALLAN ERWIN
DINER

who passed away
February 8, 1998
12 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by your
beloved children, grand-
children and your precious
great-grandchildren named  in
your memory.
YOUR SPIRIT LIVES ON

IN OUR HEARTS

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM MOSER
who passed away
January 14, 1995
13 Days in Shevat

Wishing you were here
to share a joke;

—  Still warming the hearts
of your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

TOBY
KOFFMAN
who passed away
January 22, 2003
20 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchild.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JAN. 27

In loving memory of

LAURA
DESHELL
who passed away
Feburary 5, 2007
18 days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

With love, admiration and
respect we remember our

beloved father, grandfather
and great-grandfather

PHILIP YAFFE
on this fortieth yahrzeit

17 Days in Shevat
Nov. 4, 1914 - Jan. 22, 1981

In our hearts you will live
forever.
— Martin, Clifford, Richard
and families

40th Yahrzeit40th Yahrzeit40th Yahrzeit40th Yahrzeit40th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAX REICH

who passed away
February 10, 2017
14 days in Shevat

You were one of a kind: we carry
your memory & inspiration with us
every single day.
— Forever missed by your
loving wife, Fay, your
children, grandchildren,
family and friends for whom
your memory is truly a
blessing.

In loving memory of our
beloved grandmother &

great-grandmother

EVA (Rifka)
BLANK

who passed away
February 5, 1980
18 Days in Shevat

We still miss you very much
and think of you lovingly every
day.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GORDON
KNELLER
who passed away
January 30, 1989
24 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK WEISS
who passed away
February 4, 2012
the 11th of Shevat

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his  children
and grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
CONTINUED

ON NEXT PAGE

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX
STRONGER

who passed away
February 2, 1957
1st Day in Adar

Your sense of humor and
positive attitude is kept alive in
your grandsons, Michael
(named in your memory), and
Lyle.
— Ever remembered by your
son Barry.



Neo-Nazis, QAnon and Camp Auschwitz: A guide to the
hate symbols and signs on display at the Capitol riots

By LAURA E. ADKINS AND EMILY BURACK
Jan. 8, 2021 (JTA) — The sweatshirt, spotted amid the mob

that stormed the U.S. Capitol, seemed designed to provoke fear. 
“Camp Auschwitz,” it read, along with the message “Work

brings freedom” — a rough translation of the message that
greeted Jewish prisoners at the infamous Nazi concentration
camp. 

The back of the shirt said “Staff.” 
A photo of the man wearing the sweatshirt was just one of the

images of hateful symbols that have circulated from the mob,
whose violence led to four deaths and wreaked havoc on
Congress. Confederate flags and nooses were among the overt
hate signs that the insurrection brought into the Capitol.

Other slogans — on flags, clothing or signs — were code for
a gamut of conspiracy theories and extremist ideologies. Here’s
what you need to know about them and the far-right move-
ments they represent.

QAnon slogans
Several members of the mob wore or carried signs invoking the pro-Donald Trump QAnon conspir-

acy theory, which is laced with anti-Semitism. QAnon, which began in 2017 and has gained millions
of adherents, falsely alleges that an elite cabal of pedophiles, run by Democrats, is plotting to harvest
the blood of children and take down Trump. Trump has praised the movement and espoused its base-
less ideas. 

Here are some of the QAnon symbols present in the Capitol on Wednesday.
“Q”
“Q” represents the purported high-ranking government official who shares inside information with

QAnon followers through cryptic posts on fringe websites. QAnon followers often wear T-shirts
emblazoned with a huge Q — and several of them were part of the Capitol mob.

Trust the Plan
As Q’s supposed predictions have proven false over the years — including the election of Joe Biden,

which Q predicted would not happen — many QAnon followers became disillusioned. Others told
them to “trust the plan” and place their faith in QAnon’s theories. The phrase has become one of the
conspiracy theory’s slogans. 

“Trust the Plan” logos were also visible in the Capitol, referring to the “plan” QAnon followers
believe is happening.

Save the Children
Messaging related to saving children is a core tenet of QAnon because it alleges a global pedophile

ring. One woman carried a sign saying “The children cry out for justice,” referencing children who
QAnon conspiracists falsely believe have been abducted by Democrats and progressives, including the
Jewish billionaire financier George Soros.

Neo-Nazis
Prominent Holocaust deniers and neo-Nazis were part of the Capitol mob. A far-right activist known

as Baked Alaska livestreamed from inside House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s office. Another extremist,
Nick Fuentes, a white nationalist who leads the far-right Groyper Army, was said to be in the room
with him. Fuentes denies this but was outside the Capitol on Wednesday. 

The Neo-Nazi group NSC-131 also joined the insurrection, according to reporter Hilary Sargent.
NSC stands for Nationalist Social Club and has small regional chapters in the United States and
abroad. The 131 division is from New England.

In a video, one participant can be seen brandishing a flag with what some Twitter users identified as
a swastika, though it isn’t entirely clear.
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— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their loving family.

MORRIS
CIPILINSKY

who passed away
February 5, 2006
7 Days in Shevat

FAYE
CIPILINSKY

who passed away
February 5, 1992

1 Day in Adar

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA
MELNICER

who passed away
January 28, 2007
9 days in Shevat

— Dearly loved and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory
of our dear husband and father
MAX  HECHTENTHAL

who passed away
January 24, 1981

20 Days in Shevat 5741
Our hearts still ache with sadness
Silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his son.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MORRIS
WIWIERSKI

who passed away
January 19, 1995
19 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
sons, daughter-in-law and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LYNN HENOCH
May  24, 1946-

January 29, 2016
19th day of Shvat

Beloved Wife, Mother, Savta,
Sister, Daughter, Auntie,
Teacher, Artist & Friend.

Creator of Home,
of Clay and of Beauty

Your love and inspiration live on.
May you rest in the garden,

swim with the loons and
fly like a dove in peace.

“Love You to the Moon and Back”

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ISSY

GREENFELD
who passed away
January 21, 2008
14 days in Shevat

Time goes by, but memories stay
Never more than a thought away
No need for words, except to say
Always loved, always missed,
every passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.
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In Memoriam
39th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ESTHER
STERN

who passed away
February l1, 1982
18 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered by
your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Analysis

A Qanon jacket worn by one of
the nutcases at the Capitol Hill

riot January 7

Contnued on opposite
page.
See “Hate symbols”.
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Looking back

The Battle at Old Market Square, Winnipeg, June 5, 1934  

Confederate flags and nooses 
Other flags on display also were

associated with long histories of
white supremacy. At least one pro-

tester carried a Confederate battle flag into the Capitol building.
Meanwhile, nooses — a prominent symbol of racist violence — were
placed outside.

In one instance, after members of the mob started destroying  camera
equipment from The Associated Press, they made a noose out of the cords,
according to BuzzFeed News reporter Paul McLeod.

Anti-government militia symbols
Flags bearing the phrase “when tyranny becomes law, rebellion becomes

duty” (a version of a quote dubiously attributed to Thomas Jefferson) and
the Roman numeral III also were seen.

“III” is the logo of the Three Percenters, also known as the III% militia,
an anti-government militia founded in response to the election of President
Obama. The ADL defines the Three Percenters as “extremists who are part
of the militia movement.”

Another symbol favored by militias is a coiled snake above the phrase
“Don’t Tread on Me,” known as the Gadsden flag, which symbolizes sup-
port for gun rights and individual liberties. The symbol, emblazoned on a
flag, has been used as well by the Boogaloo Bois, a loose affiliate of anti-
government militias that comes armed to protests. They are known to wear
Hawaiian shirts (not as yet seen at the march) or camouflage (which was
very much on display). 

The Boogaloo movement, which aspires to start a second Civil War,
gained prominence last year when its members showed up to anti-lock-
down protests and racial justice marches. At least one man wearing a shirt
advocating for a civil war was present at the Capitol, though it’s unclear if
he was an adherent of the Boogaloo Bois. 

The Oath Keepers, an anti-government group like the Three Percenters,
according to the ADL, were in D.C. and at a similar protest in Arizona on
Wednesday.

Other far-right symbols
Proud Boys 
Members of the Proud Boys, the violent far-right group that Trump told

to “stand back and stand by” during a September presidential debate, wear
black-and-yellow Fred Perry polo shirts along with red Make America

Great Again caps. (Fred Perry, a U.K. brand, has said it would stop selling
the shirts because of their association with the group.) 

Proud Boys founder Gavin McInnes, who said he quit the group in 2018,
was spotted in the D.C. crowd. The group’s current leader, Enrique Tarrio,
was ordered to leave the city earlier this week after being arrested on
weapons charges.

An earlier version of this article mentioned reports of a Proud Boys pro-
tester wearing a “6MWE” shirt, which stands for “Six Million Wasn’t
Enough,” a reference to the number of Jews killed in the Holocaust.
However, the Jewish Telegraphic Agency was not able to substantiate this
claim, as the image circulating on social media appears to be from a Proud
Boys protest in December rather than from this week.

Kek Flags
“Kek,” a phrase that has roots in online gaming, has taken on new mean-

ing on the far right. According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, Kek is
the “‘deity’ of the semi-ironic ‘religion’ the white nationalist movement has
created for itself online.” The word is used alongside the meme of Pepe the
Frog, a cartoon character that has been appropriated as a mascot of white
nationalists. The Kek flag resembles a Nazi war flag, with a Kek logo
replacing the swastika and the color green in place of red.

Crusader crosses 
The shooter who committed the 2019 massacre at a New Zealand mosque

appropriated symbols of the Crusades, and they’ve become popular with
other far-right, ethnonationalist groups. The symbols, such as medieval-
style helmets or Templar and crusader crosses, are meant to harken to an
era of white, Christian wars against Muslims and Jews. 

The Punisher
The Marvel comic anti-hero The Punisher has been adopted in recent

years by white nationalists and neo-Nazis, to the dismay of its creator.
“The fact that white nationalists and Nazis embrace it is a tragic misun-

derstanding,” Gerry Conway told Inverse. “It’s a misappropriation of the
character and a blatant disregarding of reality.” 

Intactivists
Anti-circumcision activists, also known as “intactivists,” support banning

all forms of circumcision. Jewish law requires circumcision, and the intac-
tivist movement often features anti-Jewish imagery. An intactivist comic
book called “’Foreskin Man” portrays blonde Aryan superheroes fighting
Jewish mohels, who perform circumcision.

By MARTIN ZEILIG

The storming of the United States Capitol was, as the world saw and
the media reported, “a riot and violent attack against the 117th
United States Congress on January 6, 2021, carried out by a mob of

supporters of U.S. President Donald Trump in an attempt to overturn his
defeat in the 2020 presidential election.”

But, as we have seen in recent years, with violence directed towards var-
ious minority and religious groups, Canada is also not immune from the
evil virus of hate and extremist populism.

The citizens of Winnipeg had an early glimpse of that back on June 5,
1934—the day, in the words of former Winnipeg City Councillor Joe
Zuken, “the Nazis were driven away from Old Market Square.”
 Those brown shirted thugs were chased out of OMS by a coalition of

organized labour, ethnic and political groups.

This writer’s father, Morrey Zeilig, who was 22 years old at the time, was
a leader of the Jewish Youth Anti-Fascist League. They helped rout the
ultra-right wing hooligans that day. I should have asked my dad more about
that time— and other things about his life, although we did have many dis-
cussions together on various topics over the years. Some years later,
Morrey went on to serve with the Canadian Army in Europe during the
Second World War. 

According to Helmut-Harry Loewen, a retired professor of sociology at
the University of Winnipeg, who wrote an article about the ‘Battle at Old
Market Square, Winnipeg, 1934’,   in its coverage the day after of what
would come to be known as the most significant case of political violence
in Winnipeg’s history since the General Strike of 1919, the Winnipeg Free
Press said that the “greatly outnumbered Brown Shirts” were “badly bat-
tered before being rescued by police riot squad.” 

Among the best organized groups within Canada’s fascist network before
World War II was the Nationalist Party of Canada, formed in Winnipeg at
secret meetings in the summer of 1933 by William Whittaker, a Great War
veteran, former KKK organizer, and hotel detective, says the
article.  “Reports from federal police informants and agents inside both fas-
cist and anti-fascist organizations found that Whittaker’s Nationalist Party
successfully mobilized support from disillusioned war veterans, the unem-
ployed, and from ideologically-committed anti-Semites in the Ukrainian,
Anglo-Saxon, German-Canadian, and Russian-Mennonite communities,
especially in the Red River Valley in Southern Manitoba. The Nationalist
Party newspaper was published in Winnipeg by Hermann H. Neufeld, a
Mennonite publisher who also printed Judaeophobic hate propaganda sold
and distributed on the streets of Winnipeg and in smaller urban centres

throughout the province,” according to Loewen.
 “The open dissemination of Nazi propaganda on city streets prompted a

response from the Manitoba government after Marcus Hyman, a member
of the legislative assembly, introduced a bill prohibiting publication of a
libel against a race or creed likely to expose persons belonging to the race
or professing the creed to hatred, contempt or ridicule, and tending to raise
unrest or disorder among the people.”   The Libel Act of 1934, which pro-
scribed racially motivated group defamation, was the first example of what
in the latter part of the twentieth century came to be known as hate propa-
ganda legislation in Canadian jurisprudence.  Despite the enactment of anti-
hate legislation, Whittaker’s group continued its street-level disturbance,
Loewen points out. Conflicts between Nationalist Party members and the
Anti-Fascist League escalated during the first six months of 1934, culmi-
nating in a set of incidents which came to be known as the Battle at Old
Market Square.
 “Whittaker assembled more than one hundred members, most dressed in

the brown shirts that served as the party’s uniform, on June 5, 1934, at a
public square near the City Hall. Clashes ensued between the Nationalists
and over 500 supporters of various anti-fascist groups,” Loewen writes.
“The gathering was under-policed with only three officers on the scene, but
after police reinforcements arrived the violence subsided. Over twenty
Nationalists suffered various degrees of injuries from beatings, stabbings,
and flying objects during the clashes. Seven of Whittaker’s group were
arrested and the remainder of the Nationalists were led away by the police
shortly after Whittaker and his bodyguards fled the scene in his vehi-
cle.”  The events of 1934 demonstrated that the threat of the far-right
requires a response on many levels, from street-level protest, exposure in
the media (Free Press Editor John Dafoe’s warnings about Nazism in the
1930s, as well as worker publications during the 1930s), through to leg-
islative responses, Loewen said in an email exchange with me.
 While the Group Libel Act of 1934 (introduced by M. Hyman) did not

halt the publication of Anti-Semitic hate propaganda, it served as the first
example of what in later Canadian jurisprudence came to be known as hate
propaganda legislation. Such legislation is one mechanism in addressing
the effects of racist hate on targeted communities, although antifascists
continue to argue that communities cannot rely on the State and its securi-
ty-intelligence agencies to combat the far-right, Loewen maintains.  He
observes that anti-fascist work takes many forms, the bulk of it comprising
research and information gathering of the far-right, but there is a funda-
mental difference between violent fascist provocations and defence of
communities targeted by such groups.   Eternal vigilance must be main-
tained. Democracy demands nothing less.  

Hate symbols
(Continued from opposite page.)



With all the problems in Canada stem-
ming from Covid-19, most notably in
nursing homes, I suggest what is need-

ed is a Senior Czar to oversee and deal with the
issues confronting these institutions and indeed
retirement residences as well. I even have a per-
son who could take charge and do a complete
overhaul of the system, someone who has expe-

rience in the field of
governance, human
resources, emergency
response, nursing home
capital requirements and
leadership in a variety of
areas. 

That person is none
other than  former
Winnipegger Elaine
Todres. This is a gimme.
Put her in charge and
you can bet that the rate
of infections, illness and
death would decline pre-
cipitously. And the prob-
lems plaguing nursing
homes across Canada
would plummet. 

For those of you who
do not recall Elaine
Todres, think first of
Elaine Melller, daughter
of two former Holocaust
survivors and long time
Winnipeg residents, Arie
and Bernice Meller. Or
perhaps the connection

might be through her twin brother
Jack or younger brother Harvey.  Let’s
say that the Meller name was and
remains a very distinguished one on
various levels. 

Or perhaps you might know Elaine
as the wife of yet another former
Winnipegger who is also a Winnipeg
legend, as in Rubin Todres.
Irrespective of her origins, Elaine
Todres started strong and has contin-
ued on the same very self-directed
path that she began as a product of the
Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate under the
tutelage of the late Rabbi Irwin Witty.
She was into ballet, music (in fact, she
a part of the Cantor Brownstone choir

for a period of time), Young Judea, BBG and the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble. Of particular note, Camp Massad also played a huge part in the
life of Elaine Todres.

With that beginning, Elaine moved on and completed a BA Honours
degree from the University of Winnipeg,  followed by a Master of Arts
degree in 1972 and a PhD - in 1977, both from the University of Pittsburgh.
And then the trajectory was both straight up and broadly spread.  Elaine
took her first step on the ladder of her career when she joined the Ontario
Public Service in the Ministry of Revenue (as it was then known). From
there, she became the head of the Ontario Women’s Directorate, leading the
effort to create pay equity legislation for both the public and private sec-
tors. Way ahead of her time was Elaine. This was a first of its kind. Also,
Elaine helped this organization create the first educational campaign
against wife abuse. All of these forward actions propelled Elaine into the
position of  Deputy Minister of Human Resources from 1987-1991,
becoming the first female Jewish deputy minister in Ontario. 

From that time to 2000, the stamp value of Elaine Todres in all aspects of
government skyrocketed. The list is endless as to her job descriptions, but
here are a few of them: From 1991-93, she moved into the Ministry of
Culture and Communication, and later into a broader ministry from 1993-
95 known as Culture, Tourism and Recreation - again as a deputy minister.
From 1995-97, she was the Deputy Minister of Corrections and Deputy
Solicitor General. You get the picture. Elaine left government in 1997 and
was the president of the Baycrest Centre Foundation for three years, where
her task was to establish board governance and provide leadership for
Baycrest’s capital campaign,  in particular for the Apotex Centre at
Baycrest, by raising a mere $80 million. Baycrest has never looked back
since Elaine’s involvement. 

Then, of course, there were all of Elaine’s board directorships: Northern
Trust Canada, Canadian Policy Research Network, Rosterware Inc., the
Women’s College Hospital Foundation,  Women’s College Hospital,
Sunnybrook Hospital and Women’s and University of Toronto Centre for
Research in Women’s Health all have had the helping hand of Elaine
Todres as a leading board member over a period of years. 

That just scratches the surface. Let’s not forget her service as an officer
of the Canadian Jewish Congress, Ontario Region and her time as a found-
ing director of the Toronto Housing Corporation. And she has played an
integral part in the transition teams of various Ontario governments. With
all of that and more, Elaine did manage to squeeze in her becoming a moth-
er to now two adult children, also a grandmother to three grandchildren. 

Since 2000, Elaine has been running her own consulting firm. Some the
readers will no doubt recognize the name Todres Leadership Counsel,
which is an extremely busy firm. This company  provides strategic and
governance counsel to executive leadership teams. Her range of clients
includes provincial health organizations, hospitals, universities, boards,
trade associations, government ministries, agencies and private sector orga-
nizations. The list of her clients is staggering in its scope,  including the
Government of Hong Kong, the Government of Newfoundland and
Labrador, and the Ministry of Healthy and Long Term Care in Ontario just
to name a few. One of her clients in recent years was the Simkin Centre. 

In short, in Elaine Todres you get the full package. She is just the kind of
person needed to take charge of the most pressing concern facing our fed-
eral and all provincial governments:long term care. Maybe we can get a
copy of this issue of the Jewish Post & News with my recommendation to
Justin Trudeau and the premiers across Canada. “ET: Please phone home.
Canada needs you.”

(Ed. note: Uh, Gerry, before you go volunteering Elaine to take over
responsibility for managing senior care across the country, I have one ques-
tion: “Have you asked her?”)
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Profile

Elaine Todres - she does it all! (but Gerry wants her to do more)

By

GERRY POSNER

ELAINE TODRES



By BERNIE BELLAN

When I was contacted recently by
Hilda Smith (née Szternfeld), who
told me that she had recently pub-

lished a book of meditations and “inspira-
tions” titled “Chasia’s Enchantment –
Meditations • Poems • Inspirations” (Chasia
being her Hebrew name – the Ch is pro-
nounced as in Chanukah), I thought to
myself: “Now Hilda, I know that you’re a
very spiritual person – with quite a reputa-
tion for bringing enlightenment to others,
but I’m a hard ass who is on the opposite end
of the scale.”

Frankly, I’m the odd one out in my family.
My son is also a very spiritual person. In
fact, he changed his name from Jordan
Bellan to “Jitendradas Love-life”.  Now, if
that isn’t an example of someone who has found enlightenment, I don’t
know what could be more convincing.

Then there’s my wife, Meachelle, who spends a part of every day medi-
tating. We even have one room in our house set aside for meditation. (Our
dog also meditates with her. Well, she does lie down beside Meachelle and
seems to be lost deep in thought – but who am I to judge?)

So, when Hilda asked me if I would write something about her book, I
said “sure”. After all, in our last issue I wrote about Dr. Tamar Rubin’s book
of poetry. Maybe it’s about time I exposed myself more to my feminine
side – as Hilda says we all have in her book.

Now, lest you think that the rest of this article is going to be written in a
similarly irreverent manner – you’re wrong. I took my task seriously. I
actually scanned all of Hilda’s meditations; I even listened to the ones that
anyone who buys the book can hear simply by scanning a QR code that is
printed beside each meditation.

Do I understand what Hilda is talking about in her book? Not totally. But
I can see that she has a profound understanding of a great many traditions,
especially Judaism and yoga (also Indigenous traditions to a certain
extent).

Her poetry is quite accessible – and can be read at many levels. Listening
to Hilda actually reading her meditations and her poems, which is possible
– again, by scanning the QR codes at the tops of certain pages, adds an
entirely different component to the written words.

Hilda is really a lovely person, as anyone who’s ever met her can readily
attest. Some of her poetry has actually been featured on the pages of this
paper, as she notes in her afterword.

Here is some other information about Hilda Smith, taken from “Chasia’s
Enchantment”: “Hilda Szternfeld Smith was born in Winnipeg to survivors
of the Holocaust. Her middle name Chasia was given in remembrance of
her aunt, Chasia Goszer, who died in the Holocaust. Chasia was a self-real-
ized child, filled with wonder and curiosity, which led her to express  a true
love of the arts, music and education.

“She has taught Hebrew, Yiddish, French and English languages, charm
school, music, art, meditation and yoga. She holds degrees from the
University of Manitoba, the University of Calgary, Chopra Center
University, California, and Pranayama Centers International, founded by
Swami Vignananada. 

“She was part of the Women’s Writing Project at the University of
Calgary…and her poetry has been published in the Winnipeg Jewish Post
and the Calgary Jewish Star and her paintings have been represented by
galleries in Calgary and Winnipeg.”

Quite the resumé, eh?  As if that weren’t enough, here’s what Rabbi Alan
Green has to say about Hilda in the foreword to “Chasia’s Enchantment”:
“Hilda Chasia Smith exemplifies all the spiritual qualities of a limitless
soul – great intelligence, love, and compassion in all of her words and
actions. The atmosphere Hilda generates is like heaven on Earth, as if a
goddess from Above chose to walk and teach among us. One would do very
well to learn meditation and spirituality from Hilda Chasia Smith.”

So, with all that in mind, what could I possibly write that would do jus-
tice to Hilda’s book? How’s this? The book is divided into meditations and
inspirations that draw upon a very wide body of sources. For instance,
Hilda refers to Kabbalistic influences to a large extent. Two of her medita-
tions, “Shalom” and “Sleep, Derekh the Way” draw upon her Jewish
upbringing.

Her “inspirations” run the gamut from Jewish-inspired to Hindu-derived.
As well as being fluent in Hebrew, Yiddish and French, Hilda is also famil-
iar with Sanskrit.

Here’s an excerpt from an “inspiration” titled “Life Lesson”, which
shows the Hebrew and Hindu influences:

The power of our
authenticity
lifts spirit, sense of
being.
Remember all the
storms of life sub-
dued
simply with a  shift
of mood.
Vedic words Satya,
truth; Prema love
blending energies
above
Kehttter, crown,
unification’s call.
Tifereht, beauty of it
all,
and below to now
bestow.
Malchut, foundation deep,
life’s learning, oh the letting go.

“Chasia’s Enchantment” will be released on January 28, which happens
to coincide with Tu B’Shvat, while the preceding day, January 27, is
International Holocaust Survivors Day. 

The book is already generating a huge amount of buzz, as evidenced by
a Google search for the title, which leads to quite a number of results – in
many different languages.

But, as the publicist for the book noted in an email sent to me, “ ‘Chasia’s
Enchantment’ is strongly relevant to Winnipeggers, since she was born in
Winnipeg, and to the Jewish community all across the country and
beyond.”

“Chasia’s Enchantment” was published by Durvile and UpRoute Books.
. The book can be purchased through Amazon.ca, from the publisher's web-
site at durvile.com or at bookstores across Canada. 

On Wednesday, February 3, at 8 pm Winnipeg time Hilda will be launch-
ing her book via Zoom through Owlsnestbooks. To register for the Zoom
session, go either to durvile.com or send an email to info@durvile.com.

Post script: I sent a draft of this article to Hilda for her to look over. Not
to my surprise Hilda wasn’t entirely happy with what I had written. We
spent some time talking over the phone, during which Hilda said that it
would be misleading to give readers the impression that her book would
only have an impact on those who are already into meditation.

Then, she sent me this note: Please open  for more about this brand new
groundbreaking book because of what it contains - beautiful  original poet-
ry, art music and guided  meditations   that are inspired by things never put
together before based on Yoga, meditation, Kabbalah, Torah, Judaism,
Vedic teachings, pranayama (breath work) reminders, for enhancing body,
mind and spirit  towards all that fulfills us truly  word by word,  breath by
breath, heartbeat by heartbeat,  towards integrated inner peace, love and
equanimity, motivating self love and love for others and the world. There
are a few poems in Hebrew, Yiddish, French as well with translation
amongst the many English poems of love, insights and inspiration for
enhancing total wellbeing.  What the book is based on are universal teach-
ings for the whole world regardless of faith, because the unity is love! The
paintings and music, the meditations in the book have a guided sound link
and video link. The audiobook is soothing and uplifting.!  The reviews  by
rabbis,a psychologist, a visual  artist, a theatre artist,  a hypnotherapist, a
cantor  in the book are testimonials  to its timeliness and timelessness ! 

Wednesday, January 20, 2021, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   19

Books

STEWART ELSTON
Powell Property Group
2021 President Manitoba Real Estate Assoc.
2016 President Winnipeg REALTORS® 

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

For All Your Real Estate Needs! 

���������	
������	�����������������������

������������������	�	������	����

Hilda Chasia Smith to release 
book of meditations and poems

HILDA CHASIA
SMITH (née Szternfeld)

Cover of 
“CHASIA’S

ENCHANTMENT”
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

 

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
The rather unknown Jewish Seribian writer of Sefardi
origin David Albahari visited Banff’s arts center in
1994 during the civil war in Yugoslavia. In his
“Canadian” novel “Globetrotter” he tells the story of
Daniel Atias, a Jewish writer from Serbia. The short
novel is talled from the perspective of a Candian born
painter who becomes obsessive over Atias’s dark past.
Instead of achieving peace he brings the war zone to
the peaceful setting of Banff. 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in   to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays  1:30 -

2:30 PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or
online at ckjs.com 

On January 24th you will hear Gerry Posner's recent
interview with political science professor Mira
Sucharov.  Osher Kraut will present Yiddish songs about
life and love.

On January 31st the hosts will be Regine Frankel and
Rochelle Zucker. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Reviving Yiddish will restore a 
part of what Hitler destroyed

By SARA ARENSON
In 1938 there were 3.3 million Jews in Galicia, which

comprised parts of modern-day Ukraine and Poland. In
1959, around 27,000 remained. I can’t believe how lucky
my family was that they escaped the pogroms in Europe
before the Russian Revolution. On the one hand,
Ukrainians were praising us in the press for the Jewish
battalion and other Jewish men helping the Ukrainian
army during the Ukrainian-Polish war, but on the other
hand, members of the Ukrainian military were participat-
ing in the pogroms, i.e. collective attacks on Jews.

I think a big reason why my family escaped was
because we were willing to do what “higher class” fami-
lies did not do. Instead of being intellectuals, we came to
Canada as farmers. My great-grandfather on my father’s
side was a farmer who lost his farm in the Great
Depression. My grandfather, his son, had a lumber yard.
On my mom’s side, her grandfather, who she sadly never
met (he died when my grandma, known as “Baba”, was
only a teenager), was a traveling salesman. Her father and
his brothers owned and operated Crescent Fruit.

I come from working class people. My ancestors were
hardy and strong. They spoke Yiddish as did the majority
of Jews.

We were lucky to escape the Holocaust. We are precious
remnants of a heritage rapidly being forgotten, not just in
the general community, but also in the Jewish communi-
ty, which is heavily influenced by Lithuanian (“Litvak”)
Jewish culture as opposed to my more emotional and
“irrational” ancestors, known as Galitzianers (Galician
Jews).

Why do I make this claim?
Well, Jewish kids are not being taught Yiddish in ele-

mentary school, despite the fact that it was our ancestral
language throughout the 900 years  when we lived in
small communities, known as “shtetls” (small form of
“shtot” or town) in Europe.

Genocide is not defined by the number of victims. It is
all about the eradication of a culture and way of life. And
by eradicating our Yiddish working-class European histo-
ry, the Nazis succeeded.

Nazi Germany was the single most effective killing
machine ever created. The results are clear. It worked.
Beautifully.

Fortunately, there are people who are trying to resurrect
the past by learning Yiddish, teaching it to their children,
and embracing their roots in places like Ukraine. When
we learn our ancestral language again and grow to appre-
ciate, embody, value and desire the wide variety of Jewish
lifestyles in the past, we take back a part of what Hitler
destroyed. Only by taking back these parts can the Jewish
soul be healed.
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That Wasn’t the Plan: A memoir by Reg Sherren 

For “a freckle-
faced, red-head-
ed kid growing

up in small-town
Western Labrador,”
who sort of stumbled
into his profession,
former CBC reporter
Reg Sherren sure
made a name for him-

self.
He ended up travelling the world and telling

stores for CBC’s flagship news program, The
National, as well as hosting the popular TV pro-
gram, Country Canada.

“That plan certainly wasn’t part of any plan I
was aware of,” he writes in this entertaining,
insightful—in a number of ways – and anecdote
laden memoir.

But, then life so often turns out that way. Physicists might even say it is
due to the randomness of existence. Others would call it fate.  

Reg Sherren is a popular commentator, writer and freelance producer. A
two-time Gemini and Canadian Screen Award nominee, Sherren has also
been the recipient of numerous journalism awards from the New York and
Columbus international film and video festivals, as well as the Radio-
Television Directors’ Association, says his brief bio. He lives in Winnipeg.

Sherren got his first job at age 15 as an announcer on a radio station in
his home town, where his father was one of the iron-ore mine managers. It
was the same station that, as he writes, “offered the ability to escape,”
because radio stations from “faraway places would find their way skipping
across the Labrador sky: CFGO Ottawa, WOR New York or WBZ Boston.”

He had absolutely zero training for the job.
“For my first show I was given some very brief instruction by the fel-

low on the air before me, a guy who called himself Buffalo Bill Cody,” the
author writes. “He looked the part like Wild Bill Hickok with his long hair,
moustache, cowboy hat and fringe jacket.”

Being on the air was only one of the teenager’s duties. He also had to
make sure all the garbage cans were clean for Monday morning, and
change the paper on the teletype machine.

It was a good training ground, or at least an introduction, for the future
broadcast journalist.

After graduating from high school, Sherren studied journalism at
Canadore College in North Bay.

“It was a fabulous place to learn,” the author says.
Sherren started out his professional career as the main television news

anchor at CKPR-TV in Thunder Bay, Ontario.
“Four years flew by as I honed my craft, even eventually making a lit-

tle more money, and I landed my first byline—my name on a network radio
report on forest fires in Northwestern Ontario, pounding out on teletypes
across the system,” he writes.

Thunder Bay was also the place where he met “my beautiful future wife,
Pamela Tennant” – the weekend anchor at CKPR and a daily reporter.

“She left before me, taking a reporting gig with CTV Edmonton,”
Sherren says. “Not long afterwards, I chased her west, landing a job at CBC
Calgary.”

Over the years, Sherren would cover stories that “crisscrossed” Canada.
He also did everything from guest hosting network radio shows like Cross
Country Checkup to reporting from war zones.

He found so much history, so many characters and so many stories to tell
throughout his varied career with CBC.

Among the many vivid “behind-the scenes” stories Sherren shares are
about riding on the back of a humpback whale; a journey down “the
world’s longest ice road” in a solar-powered car, visiting Nagaski, Japan
with a former Canadian solider, John Ford, who was a Japanese prisoner of

war during the Second
World War and who had
lived through the second
atomic bomb ever dropped
in wartime—in Nagasaki;
doing an item for a
Remembrance Day
(November 11) special on
The National on Nichola
Goddard, a Captain in the
Canadian Armed Forces,
who was the first Canadian
women to be killed in
combat (during a tour of
duty in Afghanistan);
researching a story about
First World War hero
Francis Pegahmagabow,
the most highly decorated

Aboriginal soldier in Canadian history; interviewing Roberta Bondar, the
first Canadian woman in space; and much more.

Sherren writes that he had a “long-standing commitment to chronicling
our country’s military service.”

He also praises many of his colleagues and other fellow workers at the
CBC, such as local television producer Cecil Rosner, for their support and
creative initiatives over the years.  

His modus operandi never wavered: “When approaching people to do
interviews, to let you in, you must be 1) professional, 2) truthful and, above
all, 3) respectful. I never lie or try to fudge what the call is about.”

Sherren left the CBC, after some four decades as one of their top jour-
nalists, at the end of December 2017.

He writes that he misses the idea of the CBC, “but then, I had been miss-
ing that for some time before I left. What leaving has empowered me to do
is share a few observations about the state of public broadcasting in this
country.”

Sherren maintains that CBC stories are more urban based, and the coun-
try isn’t being reflected like it used to be on the TV, the internet or even the
radio.

“People pay their taxes,” he writes. “Their taxes pay for the CBC.”
He recommends, among other things, that CBC.ca should decommercial-

ize. He suggest that instead of selling advertising, set up a news wire ser-
vice like Reuters or CP to help the privates survive, or at least transition.

Sherren also calls on the CBC “to be the champion of maintaining diver-
sity of voices in all broadcasting/media communities, not playing a role in
their demise. And it should seriously think about ending relationships with
entities like Facebook.

“Take chances. Don’t be afraid of failure. Give the future a chance.
Develop shows from the inside. Be the CBC.”

Some of his suggestions, especially maintaining diversity, seem to be
happening now in the CBC.

“The CBC helped me grow as a journalist and as a human being,”
Sherren says. “It gave me and my family a wonderful life and allowed me
to travel the world to bring you stories.
Together we explored everything from
the best to the worst that Canadians, as
a group of people on this planet, have
to offer. For that I will be eternally
grateful.”

That’s a pretty good journey for a
wide-eyed, ambitious and talented fel-
low from Wabush.
That Wasn’t the Plan: A memoir by Reg
Sherren 
Published by Douglas & McIntyre
350 pg. 

By

MARTIN ZEILIG
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Jan. 14, 2021 (JTA) — Three fake journalists who
seeded dozens of anti-Israel and anti-American stories on
social media may have been part of an Iranian disinfor-
mation plot, a report said.

A Daily Beast investigation published Tuesday identi-
fied three purported journalists as posting stories on
social media that seemingly came from reputable news
outlets but were fake. Other fake stories were posted by
accounts impersonating real people. Some of the fake
stories eventually made it to legitimate news sites.

Characteristics of the fake news blitz were consistent

with a known Iranian-aligned disinformation campaign,
according to the Daily Beast, which reported that
Facebook and Twitter were removing the fake postings.

Among the fake stories were an account of the head of
Israel’s Mossad intelligence agency visiting with U.S.
troops in Iraq; a phony threat of a Yemen-based terrorist
group attacking an Israeli peace initiative launched in
Bahrain; and a conspiracy by Israel and the United Arab
Emirates to win President Donald Trump a second term.

Some of the stories were bizarre: One impersonated a
French politician and claimed he got the coronavirus
infection from chicken McNuggets.

Fake journalists spread anti-Israel disinformation, may be part of Iranian plot
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Community news

International Holocaust Remembrance Day
“For International Holocaust Remembrance Day and the 80th anniver-

sary of the sealing of the Warsaw Ghetto, the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada is  proud to partner with the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights  for a special online event.

Wednesday, January 27 at noon CST

The program includes a screening of the 60‐minute film Memories of the
Warsaw Ghetto, followed by an interactive discussion with Holocaust sur-
vivor Dr. Stefan Carter [Reicher].

The film is based on the childhood of survivor Dr. Eugene Bergman,
who was deafened when a Nazi soldier hit him in the head with a rifle butt.
Directed by Alexander Genievsky, who is also Deaf, the film includes both
American Sign Language (ASL) interpretation and captions.

This program includes an introduction and post‐film discussion with
Carter, a Winnipegger whose story is presented in the Museum. While in
the Warsaw Ghetto, Carter saw his mother forced onto a train to the
Treblinka death camp. His father is believed to have died in the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising.

This interactive discussion will be moderated by Daniel Stone, Professor
Emeritus of History at the University of Winnipeg and an expert in Jewish
and Eastern European history. The discussion will includes an audience
Q&A session.

ASL interpretation will be provided”

Registration at 
https://humanrights.ca/event/memories-of-the-warsaw-ghetto

Ed. note: In our last issue we ran a story about a project launched by Gail
Thau and Cathy Moser that is intended to help less fortunate members of
society at the same time as it will provide increased business for Winnipeg
restaurants. That story might have confused many readers, as it did not ade-
quately explain how the project will work.

Here, again, is an explanation of the project:

If you are interested in purchasing a gift card from participating restau-
rants (list  follows) and matching the amount you will pay for the gift card
with an equal contribution to to SSCOPE Inc. (Self-Starting Creative
Opportunities for People in Employment), you will receive a tax receipt for
the contribution to SSCOPE Inc.

SSCOPE Inc. is a non-profit organization that provides long term solu-
tions to those living with mental illness by placing clients in employment
settings. The revenue from the services helps fuel charitable activities, such
as 24/7 space that provides shelter and meals for the homeless. Your donat-
ed dollars will go toward buying meals for those clients who must remain
under quarantine.  

What you have to do is email fundraise@fastfired.ca, leave your contact
information and you will receive a phone call from Gail Thau or Cathy
Moser,  asking you for which restaurant (or restaurants) you would like a
gift card and how much you would like to donate to SSCOPE.

Here are the restaurants that are participating in the project thus far, along
with the special promotions they are offering if you purchase a gift card for
that restaurant:

• Rae and Jerry’s:  Purchase $100 gift card for $80.
• Kristina’s, 761 Corydon: Complimentary dessert.
• Nicolino’s Cucina Italiana  4-2077 Pembina Hwy:  Buy $100 Gift card

and receive a free $20 gift certificate. Free delivery for South Winnipeg. 
• The French Way 238 Lilac Street; brunch for two for $30.00 for

Valentine’s Day (including two mimosas) - available Feb 14-20th
• Fusion Grill, Academy Road.: You don’t have to be vegan to try a

vegan feast. Check out Thor’s Day Menu.
• Little Pizza Heaven 120 Osborne  Street, 1600 Ness Ave 101 Regent

and 160 St Anne’s Rd.:  Buy a $50.00 free and get a $10.00 gift card  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call or email us. 

With Gratitude,
Cathy Moser (204) 295-3214 Gail Thau (204) 791-2387
cathy.g.moser@gmail.com gailthau@shaw.ca

“Win-win” by buying a gift card to
a local restaurant and making

a charitable contribution to needy
Winnipeggers at the same time

Glenn Beck is the latest right-wing pundit to
compare social media bans to the Holocaust

Jan. 13, 2021 (JTA) — Following other conservative pundits, Glenn
Beck compared social media’s restrictions against disinformation and
incitement to the Holocaust.

In recent days, Twitter and Facebook have banned President Donald
Trump’s accounts for incitement to violence. Twitter also removed 70,000
accounts promoting the QAnon conspiracy theory. And the social network
Parler, a haven for the far right, was taken offline.

Beck appeared to object to these decisions.
“You can’t have freedom of speech if you can’t express yourself in a

meaningful place,” Beck said Tuesday on Tucker Carlson’s Fox News
show as Carlson listened, stone-faced.

“This is like the Germans with the Jews behind the wall. They would put
them in the ghetto. Well, this is the digital ghetto. You can talk all you
want, Jews. You do whatever you want behind the wall. Well, that’s not
meaningful and that’s where we are. That’s where millions of Americans
will be.”

In fact, Nazi ghettos were hellish places borne of ethnic cleansing that
were deprived of basic necessities and became plagued with starvation and
disease. Many were later liquidated as their Jewish inhabitants were sent to
concentration camps to be enslaved and killed.

Beck is just the latest right-wing pundit to compare the social media bans
to the Holocaust. Last week, Fox News host Jeanine Pirro and former Rep.
Steve King — who lost his seat last year after a history of associations with
white supremacists — both compared the bans to Kristallnacht, the Nazi
pogrom considered to be the start of the Holocaust.

Holocaust comparisons, however, are nothing new for Beck, who has a
long history of comparing liberals and Democrats to Nazis. A former Fox
News host, Beck has compared Barack Obama, Al Gore, social justice-
focused churches, auto company bailouts and more to Nazis, Nazi leaders
or Nazi policies.

He also once compared Reform Judaism to Islamic extremism, a state-
ment for which he later apologized.
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Jewish Learning Institute

New JLI course explores 
Life, Death, 

and the Afterlife

This winter, Rabbi Shmuly Altein of Chabad-
Lubavitch will offer Journey of the Soul, a
new six-session course by the acclaimed

Rohr Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) that will
answer a question which has occurred to every
self-reflective person: What happens when we die?

Beginning Tuesday, February 2, at 7:30 pm, students who
enroll in this course will embark on a journey that will edify
them and put them at ease with the topics of life and the after-
life. Practical and powerful, reflective and relatable, Journey of
the Soul teaches a Jewish perspective on life that begins before
birth and lasts well after a person’s passing.

The course will be offered over Zoom. Sign in information
will be provided at the time of enrollment.

“Death is both mysterious and inevitable,” Rabbi Shmuly
Altein, the local JLI Instructor in Winnipeg, told The Jewish
Post & News. “Understanding death as a continuation of life
reveals the holiness of life while putting everything in a dra-
matically new context. The soul is on one long journey that is
greater than each particular chapter.”

Journey of the Soul considers what happens to the soul at birth
and again at death, whether there is a “better place” after this
one, whether our loved ones continue to connect with us, the
Jewish understanding of reincarnation, and how to relate to an
afterlife even if we’re not spiritual.

The subtitle of Journey of the Soul, “How to look at life, death,
and the rest—in peace,” is indicative of an approach to the topic
which is at once serious, but also relaxed and sometimes whim-
sical.

“The topic of death and the afterlife is one that has always fas-
cinated thinking people,” explained Rabbi Naftali Silberberg of
JLI’s Brooklyn, New York, headquarters. “But particularly dur-
ing these tumultuous times when, sadly, so many have lost loved
ones to COVID, the need has become even more pressing for a
course that presents the uplifting Jewish perspective on mortal-
ity, death, and the afterlife.”

Dr. John Martin Fischer, distinguished professor of philoso-
phy, University of California, Riverside, finds Journey of the
Soul to be “of interest to any human being, since we all think
about dying, death, and the afterlife. . . . The Jewish tradition
offers unique answers to the intellectual issues and also strate-
gies for coming to terms with death. I highly recommend the
course.” Dr. Simon Shimshon Rubin, Director of the
International Center for the study of Loss, Bereavement, and
Human Resilience at the University of Haifa considers Journey
of the Soul “a timely and timeless opportunity [that] cannot help
but deepen our appreciation of human connections and the way
in which we find and make meaning in life.”

As with all of JLI’s programs, Journey of the Soul is designed
to appeal to people at all levels of knowledge, including those
without any prior experience or background in Jewish learning.
All JLI courses are open to the public, and attendees need not be
affiliated with a synagogue, temple, or other house of worship.

People interested in participating may call 204-339-8737 or
visit JLI.ChabadWinnipeg.org for registration and for other
course-related information.

See insert in this issue for more information.

Winnipeg to Join Worldwide
Release of Code to Joy: 
The World’s Happiest

Kept Secret

Anew course for women, Code to Joy: The
World’s Happiest Kept Secret, explores a
simple premise: Happiness isn’t just

something that happens to you; it’s an approach, an attitude, an
understanding of the world and your place in it. It’s something
you do, a code that you can crack.

This January, the Rosh Chodesh Society (RCS)—the women’s
division of the Rohr Jewish Learning Institute (JLI)—launches
its latest course, Code to Joy, slated to run in over 220 locations
across the globe. In this seven-part series, Code to Joy delves
into some of the underlying ideas and beliefs that sustain a truly
joyful life. 

Fusing classic Jewish concepts with the panoramic perspective
of Chasidic thought, along with a sprinkling of insights and
research from modern psychology, you’ll learn how to find self-
acceptance without complacency, to confront the past without
being burdened by it, to be comforted by faith without being
confined by it, to give to others and gain even more, and so
much more. 

“It is not happiness that makes us grateful. It’s gratefulness
that makes us happy,” says RCS director Mrs. Shaindy
Jacobson. “In Code to Joy we discover that joy is untouched by
circumstance. We learn a pivotal truth: that what matters most is
how we appreciate our life circumstances and how often we
express that appreciation.”

The course will be taught once per month for seven consecu-
tive months and is designed for women at all levels of Jewish
knowledge.

“From the importance of nurturing a healthy self-concept; to
expressing our personal strength while pursuing our life mis-
sion; to overcoming stress through positivity; and many other
valuable, transformative lessons, this course takes us on a jour-
ney that ultimately leads us to a deeper, lasting happiness,” says
Mrs. Adina Altein of Chabad-Lubavitch of Winnipeg, facilitator
for the Society. “I invite you to join me in discovering and
cracking the Code to Joy.”

The Rosh Chodesh Society is an international Jewish sister-
hood that aims to connect, empower, and inspire Jewish women
through monthly Jewish learning and cultural experiences. For
more information on Code to Joy, please visit
JLI.ChabadWinnipeg.org.

Mrs. Adina Altein will be teaching Code to Joy on Sundays,
starting January 24th at 7:30 pm. Due to COVID restric-
tions, classes will be taught virtually over Zoom. Anyone
interested is welcome to call 204-339-8737 for more infor-
mation.

See insert in this issue for more information.

A division of  Chabad-Lubavitch
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