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Rady JCC to restart cultural
programming after long hiatus

By BERNIE BELLAN

Of all the Jewish organiza-
tions that have been hit
hardest by the lockdown

under which we have all been
living to one extent or another
since March 2020, none was
more adversely affected than
the Rady JCC.

While fitness programs con-
tinued to be offered, although
on a much reduced scale and
under careful monitoring provi-
sions, all cultural programming
was eliminated from the Rady
JCC’s schedule quite early on.

Then, when the provincial
government ordered increased lockdown mea-
sures for fitness facilities, first under Code
Orange, then even more stringently under
Code Red – when all fitness facilities were
ordered to close completely, the Rady JCC
found itself having to pare its staff to the bone,
with the exception of its child care operations,
which the provincial government ordered to
remain open – even under Code Red.

However, other JCCs across North America
had responded to the pandemic in a variety of

ways, including a host of
different online programs,
so we were somewhat puz-
zled by the Rady JCC’s not
offering any programs at
all, beyond some online
fitness programs.

Recently, the Rady JCC
announced though that it
will be returning with an
enhanced series of online
cultural program begin-
ning this month, including
a brand new Music ‘n
Mavens series, a jazz
series, some sort of collab-
oration with the Gwen

Secter Centre on a speakers series, and an
international Jewish film festival.

Although dates have not been established yet
for all programs, according to Rob Berkowits,
executive director of the Rady JCC, details
are about to be announced imminently (per-
haps even by the time you read this).

We spoke with Rob about some of the chal-
lenges with which he’s had to deal – especial-

Israel has vaccinated over 10 times 
more of its population than the US

By GABE
FRIEDMAN 

Dec. 31, 2020  (JTA)
— Israel has vaccinated
about 8% of its popula-
tion against COVID-19,
while the United States
has vaccinated less than
1%, according to data
reported by the two
nations.

Israel’s Health
Ministry said Thursday
that the country had
beaten its target of
150,000 daily inocula-
tions for the second straight day. By Thursday,
nearly 800,000 of its nearly 9 million citizens
had received the first of the two doses
involved in the Pfizer vaccine.

Israel’s Channel 12 News added that a mil-
lion doses of the Moderna vaccine, which have
not yet been used there, have already arrived,
far ahead of the March target date.

Meanwhile, frustration has mounted in the
U.S., as the Centers for Disease Control
reported this week that just over 2 million
Americans have been given the first vaccine
dose, far fewer than the 20 million targeted by
President Donald Trump’s Operation Warp
Speed for 2020. Over 11 million doses have
been shipped across the country.

In both countries, a lag in data reporting
could be behind a skew in the numbers. But
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the leading infectious dis-

ease specialist
in the U.S.,
expressed con-
cern to CNN on
Tuesday.

“Even if you
undercount, 2
million as an
u n d e r c o u n t ,
how much
u n d e r c o u n t
could it be?”
Fauci said. “So
we are below
where we want
to be.”

Both countries are also experiencing case
surges. Israel, which has enacted a third
nationwide lockdown, reported 5,253 new
cases on Wednesday, its highest total since
October. In the U.S., California has been par-
ticularly hard hit, and the first cases of the
new more contagious COVID variant first
found in the United Kingdom have been dis-
covered.

On Tuesday, 5,583 of the 99,126 COVID-19
tests administered in the country came back
positive, putting the infection rate at 5.7 per-
cent, according to Health Ministry data. As of
Wednesday, there were 633 people listed as
being in serious condition due to the virus,
including 200 whose condition was listed as
critical. To date, 3,304 people in the country
have died due to the disease. 

Israel entered its third nationwide COVID-

A Magen David Adom technician gives the
first dose of the coronavirus vaccine to a resi-
dent with severe disabilities at ADI Jerusalem
on Dec. 30, 2020. Credit: Courtesy.

Continued on page 3. See “Rady JCC”.

ROB BERKOWITS
Executive Director, Rady JCC

David Matas Awarded 
Global Humanitarian 

Leader of the Year Award
Jan. 4, 2021

Winn ipeg -based
international human
rights lawyer David
Matas has been
awarded the first
ever Global
H u m a n i t a r i a n
Leader of the Year
award by the human
rights group
Canadians in
Support of
Refugees in Dire
Need (CSRDN).

The award recognizes outstanding individuals, orga-
nizations and programs that uphold the principles of
peace, justice and mercy, irrespective of race, colour
or religion.

CSRDN congratulated and thanked Mr. Matas for
decades of dedication to the cause of human rights and
especially for his work documenting the horrors of
forced organ harvesting in China.

“CSRDN advocates for the most oppressed and per-
secuted people globally and believes that every life is
precious regardless of race or religion,’ said Dr. Aliya
Khan, the CSRDN co-chair. “We want to recognize
David’s tremendous contributions to saving lives and
justice by speaking out against the horrific crimes of
forced organ harvesting in China. Killing people for
their organs is a most cruel and barbaric practice and
must be stopped.”

Mr. Matas has dedicated his life to defending the
rights of society’s most vulnerable members. A lawyer
and recognized authority on human rights, immigra-
tion and refugee law, he serves as senior legal counsel
for B’nai Brith Canada and has been involved in
numerous national and international human rights
groups. He was named to the Order of Canada in 2008
for his contributions to human rights legislation and
immigration and refugee law.

In 2010, Mr. Matas and former Edmonton MP David
Kilgour were jointly nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize for four years of investigative work into allega-
tions that

DAVID MATAS

Continued on page 2. See “Matas”.

Canada’s National Junior Hockey
men’s team’s star goalie Devon
Levi
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Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion University 
hand baton in Winnipeg to next generation of leaders

By BERNIE BELLAN

In our November 25 issue we
reported that the Winnipeg
branch of the Canadian

Associates of Ben Gurion
University had made a major transi-
tion in its local leadership when
longtime Winnipeg chair Sheldon
Zamick handed over responsibili-
ties to two thirty-something mem-
bers of our community: Diandra
Etkin and Aaron Migie.

The notion that local leadership of
a major Jewish organization would
be passed on to two individuals who
would be considered part of the
next generation of leaders is signif-
icant in that it marks the first time
that has happened here.

We spoke with both Diandra and
Aaron – to find out more about
their respective backgrounds and to
discuss with them what they hoped
to achieve as co-chairs of CABGU.

Diandra Etkin teaching at Brock Corydon 
in Hebrew Bilingual program

Diandra Etkin is presently a teacher in the Hebrew Bilingual program at
Brock Corydon School, where she has been teaching for the past three
years.

Two summers ago, Diandra explains, she went to Israel for the summer
where she enrolled in an Ulpan program. With that under her belt she was
now equipped to begin teaching Hebrew at Brock Corydon which, she
says, she loves doing.

When Diandra first began teaching at Brock Corydon, she says, it was in
the English program. But, having been a student in the Hebrew Bilingual
program herself when she was an elementary school student (at Margaret
Park School), Diandra always had an interest in moving over to teaching in
the Hebrew side of the program.

Her first year in the Hebrew Bilingual program (last year) Diandra taught
both Hebrew and English subjects. This year, she says, she is teaching only
English subjects in the program.

Diandra says that her first visit to Israel followed what has by now
become a well-worn pattern for many young members of our community:
She participated in the March of the Living in 2006 when she was a student
at University of Winnipeg Collegiate and, the next year, she was part of the
Birthright program in Israel.

“I fell in love with Israel,” Diandra says. “Everything I had heard about
Israel was coming true.” Diandra notes that she actually spent her 18th
birthday in Israel during March of the Living. In that vein, Diandra has also
served as Adult Ambassador for Shalom Square.

It was when she returned from her summer Ulpan experience in 2019,
however, that Zach Ostrove, Executive Director of CABGU sought
Diandra out to serve on the CABGU board here.

“Zach and I were in the Hebrew Bilingual program together,” Diandra
explains. When Zach approached her, one of the things he mentioned about
Ben Gurion University that held a particular interest for Diandra, she says,
was the very innovative research being conducted at that university in the
areas of autism and neurodegenerative disease.”

“I’ve taught many students with autism,” Diandra explains. (Brock
Corydon, like most schools, has students with special needs who are inte-
grated into the regular school program. Diandra also had experience teach-
ing autistic students the two years she spent teaching prior to her coming to
Brock Corydon, she notes.)

When asked what she hopes to achieve as co-chair of CABGU here,
Diandra says, “For me the reason in taking on this role is to connect
Canadians with Ben Gurion University. We will try to bring awareness to
all the emerging areas in which BGU is a world leader.”

As far as her and Aaron’s being considerably younger than any other
chairs of  local Jewish organizations, Diandra observes that “Being a little
bit younger – we can use social media platforms to show everyone in the
community how to help fundraising and innovative projects.”

Aaron Migie has always had a strong connection to Israel
Aaron Migie’s connection to Ben Gurion University follows a somewhat

different path than Diandra’s. Aaron’s mother, Sonora, who was born in
India and moved to Israel with her family as a young girl, grew up in
Dimona, which is only a short 40 minute car ride away from Beer Sheva,
where Ben Gurion University is located.

Aaron explains that he still has
many relatives in Israel and has vis-
ited there quite often – most recent-
ly in 2018, when he also happened
to visit Ben Gurion University. (He
was already on the board of
CABGU by that time, he notes.)

He adds that he has cousins who
have themselves attended – and
graduated from Ben Gurion
University, so he has a long famil-
iarity with that institution.

Like Diandra, Aaron was enrolled
in the Hebrew Bilingual program
(at Brock Corydon School).
Following Brock Corydon, Aaron
attended Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate when it was still in the
north end. (Even though Aaron is
only 38, he would have been
among the last students to have
attended Joseph Wolinsky when it
was still on Matheson Avenue.)

Aaron also attended Kelvin High
School, following which he

obtained his bachelor’s degree from the University of Manitoba in eco-
nomics and business.

At the age of 22 Aaron began what has now become quite a successful
career in the financial industry, starting as a financial representative for
Investors Group, then moving on to Assante Wealth Management – with
which he has now been associated for 14 years. In recent years he has start-
ed his own group at Assante known as Migie Wealth Group.

Aaron says that his involvement with the Jewish community as a young
adult began with the Jewish Federation’s Young Adult Division (YAD).
Like Diandra, Aaron was approached by Sheldon Zamick and Zach
Ostrove with an invitation to join the CABGU board here a few years ago.

When Sheldon Zamick decided to step down as board chair, Aaron says
that he “was very humbled and honoured to be asked to become co-chair”
with Diandra.

“I wouldn’t have taken on the role unless I had great people in my cor-
ner,” he adds, citing Sheldon Zamick, Zach Ostrove, and Mark Mendelson,
CEO of Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion University.

What’s impressed Aaron about the local board of CABGU, he says, is
“how many talented people are on it. There’s a tremendous diversity of
people – with a huge amount of experience in so many different areas –
engineers, accountants, teachers, and so on.”

And, when it comes to mounting successful fund raising drives, Aaron
observes that “little Winnipeg has done quite well.” He points to such suc-
cessful programs as the events held in recent years honouring Marjorie and
(the late) Morley Blankstein; and Hope and Howard Morry.

As well, the contribution of the Vickar family to Ben Gurion University
is something that Aaron says has played a significant role in the growth of
the university.

As Diandra and Aaron assume their co-chairmanship of what has become
quite a dynamic Winnipeg organization, they both say they’re looking for-
ward to meeting with other board members every second month in the new
year – on Zoom.

And, as unlikely as it seems that there will be an in-person Board of
Governors meeting at Ben Gurion University this coming April (much like
the one that was scheduled to have taken place this past April and which
was also forced to be held online), at some point in the not too distant
future, the Winnipeg branch of CABGU is going to be represented in Beer
Sheva by two of the youngest board co-chairs I’m sure have ever sat in on
a board meeting there.  

For more on Ben Gurion University turn to page 16.

DIANDRA ETKIN
Her experiences in both March
of the Living and Birthright led

to Diandra’s love for Israel.

AARON MIGIE
He’s long been famiiar with Ben

Gurion University and Beer
Sheva through family in Israel.

Falun Gong followers in China were being
killed for their organs. They meticulously
examined transplant programs of hundreds
of hospitals in China, drawing on media

reports, official propaganda, medical journals, hospital websites and a vast
amount of deleted websites found in archives. 

The forced killing of prisoners of conscience for their organs started on an
industrial scale in China in 2001, but it continues today with Falun Gong
victims being replaced by House Christians, Uyghur and Tibetan prisoners.

In recent years, nearly two million Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslims
have been detained in camps in China in the largest mass detention of a
minority community since the Holocaust. Mr. Matas has repeatedly urged
Canada to recognize the crisis as an act of genocide .

Matas
(Continued from page 1.)
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Like a bolt from the blue, Canada’s Federal Court issued a 
stunning rebuke to the Palestinian Authority in December.

l y
finan-
c i a l

ones. He noted that the Asper
Foundation has now played a crucial
role in helping to restart cultural pro-
gramming – something that until
quite recently, Rob said, he wasn’t
sure could be offered at all for the
foreseeable future.

“We operate like a business,” Rob
explained. When pressure started to
be put on the Rady JCC to begin
offering some sort of online program-
ming, “it wasn’t as simple as simply
setting up a camera” and begin film-
ing various cultural events.

The financing had to be in place
first, he noted. And, while other JCCs,
such as Vancouver’s, have continued
to offer a wide range of online pro-
gramming, throughout the pandemic,
“Vancouver kept charging members” without any freeze on memberships –
unlike Winnipeg, where all memberships have been frozen since the end of
August,” Rob explained. (Members at the Rady JCC have been asked
instead to consider donating their membership fees to the Rady JCC, for
which they would receive charitable tax receipts and Rob did note that
many members have done exactly that.)

While the Rady JCC did find that, as a result of the pandemic, it had
$700,000 less in revenue by the end of September than it had budgeted,
Rob did acknowledge that  financial assistance from the federal govern-
ment in the form of a $700,000 grant did manage to offset that financial
hole. In fact, the year end financial report of the Rady JCC did show a sur-
plus of $40,000 in revenues over expenditures, but it was clear that some
major cutbacks were needed in order to be avoid going severely into debt
– with no prospect of digging out of that hole.

As a result, in the fall there were major layoffs across the board, includ-
ing every staff member except for childcare staff, and only four other staff:

Rob himself, Zach Minuk,
Director of Development,
Partnerships &
Communications, and two
members of the finance
department, Barry Miller and
Victoria Morton.

One of the major challenges
the Rady JCC has had to deal
with has simply been being
able to continue paying its
monthly rent to the Asper
Campus. As one can well
imagine, just keeping the
Rady JCC open incurs major
operating costs. 

And, while the Rady JCC
has received financial assis-
tance from the Jewish
Foundation (in the form of
$92,000 in emergency alloca-
tions, which were part of the

three-phased rollout of emergency funding the Foundation has provided to
a huge number of local Jewish organizations), the loss of revenue from
such sources as the annual sports dinner has had a huge negative impact, in
addition to the loss of membership revenue.

Rob, though, did acknowledge help that’s been given by individuals
within the community, saying “We have been receiving some very kind
donations”.

In his email to members announcing the new cultural programs that are
about to begin starting with Music ‘n Mavens (Tuesdays and Thursday) this
month, Rob wrote:

“Finally, to our members, our partners, and our community: please know
your ongoing love, outpouring of support, and constant generosity allows
us to continue to push forward and work tirelessly, ensuring that when we
can reopen our doors, we will be ready to welcome you home.”

By MICHAEL MOSTYN

It all started out as a run-of-the-mill immigration case,
but its effects could — and should — be far-reaching.
Khitam Khudeish, a long-time employee of the

Palestinian Embassy in Baghdad, came to Canada in
September of 2016, claiming refugee status on the basis
of religious persecution.

Our country’s tribunals and courts review thousands
of similar cases each year.

This case, however, was different.
It turned out that, for 22 years, Khudeish had been

doling out funds on behalf of the PLO through its
“Palestine Martyrs’ Families Foundation” (PMFF.)

The Minister of Citizenship and Immigration became
involved, suggesting that by aiding the PMFF,
Khudeish made herself ineligible for refugee status
under article 1(f) of the Refugee Convention, which
bars those engaged in crimes against humanity — including terrorism.

The Minister argued — and the tribunal and Court agreed — that the
PMFF exists for the primary purpose of encouraging terrorism against
Israeli civilians.

Indeed, known more colloquially as “pay for slay,” the PMFF provides
surviving terrorists and their immediate family with generous stipends, far
in excess of the average Palestinian wage.

The Court affirmed that the PMFF “was created by the PLO to fulfill the
criminal purpose of incentivising acts of terrorism against Israelis,” and
even added that “the PLO had a criminal purpose.” The refugee claim was
denied.

The Government of Canada cannot hide from this unambiguous result.
It is fond of saying that “Canada is a friend and ally of the State of Israel,

and a friend of the Palestinian people,” but what sort of friend pays its peo-

ple to murder the citizens of an ally?
One wonders whether friendship of this sort is, or should

be, sustainable.
It is certainly inconsistent with any notion of a rules-

based international order.
In March of 2018, the United States adopted the Taylor

Force Act, named after an American victim of Palestinian
terrorism, which blocks American aid to the Palestinian
Authority until the PLO ends pay for slay.

(The Palestinian Authority is practically synonymous
with the PLO, and Mahmoud Abbas chairs both.)

Australia and the Netherlands followed suit.

Since 2013, Canada has redirected its aid to the
Palestinians away from the Palestinian Authority and
toward independent NGOs and UNRWA instead  —
though those options also have their pitfalls.

Still, Canada must make its voice heard against the evils
of pay for slay.

Firstly, Canada should designate the PMMF as a terrorist entity under the
Criminal Code, to ensure that none of its funds reach terrorist relatives
residing in this country.

Secondly, Canada should publicly clarify that it will never restore aid to
the Palestinian Authority, the PLO or any of their institutions until pay for
slay is abandoned.

Thirdly and finally, if pay for slay is not quickly brought to a close,
Canada should consider downgrading the status of the Palestinian General
Delegation in Ottawa.

Normal diplomacy is simply not possible with those who distribute cash
incentives for murder and terrorism.

The Palestinian pay for slay program is a blight upon the Middle East,
ironically continuing even as Arab states rush to normalize relations with
Israel. To safeguard its principles, Canada must act against pay for slay.
— Michael Mostyn is the Chief Executive Officer of B’nai Brith Canada

MICHAEL MOSTYN
Chief Executive Officer,

B’nai Brith Canada

All three programs slated to be offered 
beginning with Music ‘n’ Mavens this month

Rady JCC
(Continued from page 1.)



You don’t need me to tell you how horrible
the past two months have been, but if you
needed any further confirmation of the

toll that Covid has taken on our Winnipeg Jewish
community, consider this: The Chesed Shel
Emes was involved in preparations for 24 funer-
als in the month of December alone. Add to that
at least one funeral at the section of Chapel Lawn
set aside for Temple Shalom – known as

Mikdash Shalom, and perhaps funerals held for members of the Jewish
community that might have taken place at other venues - and it’s hard to
think of a worse month for deaths in our community, going back a very
long time.

In fact, when I asked Rena Boroditsky, executive director of Chesed Shel
Emes since 1996, whether she could recall any month that saw more deaths
within our community in her entire time at Chesed, she replied, “It’s the
2nd busiest month in my recollection since I’ve been here. I looked thru
some old files and Feb 2007 we had 29 funerals.  Before 2009 we averaged
200/year, so 20 in a month wasn’t unusual. Since 2009, we average closer
to 150/ yr.”

To put things into a broader perspective, whereas our community used to
average in the neighbourhood of 200 deaths a year when Rena first took
over at Chesed, in recent years that figure had declined considerably,
which would mean that a typical month might see no more than 12-13
deaths. Thus, December saw a doubling of the typical number of deaths.

That’s saying something, especially considering how much the Jewish
population here has declined since 1996.(And I’m not going to get into a
debate here over the actual size of Winnipeg’s Jewish population. Anyone
who’s been following this column over the years would know that I’ve
posited that our Jewish population is no more than 12,000 - no matter what
figure the Jewish Federation may like to use.)

Speaking from my own experience at this newspaper, I was quite aston-
ished at the number of obituaries we ran in December: 13. To be fair, not
all those obituaries were for individuals who were still living in Winnipeg
when they passed, but notwithstanding that fact, it was somewhat over-
whelming to be on the receiving end of a steady number of emails from
individuals inquiring about placing an obituary.

While not everyone who passed in December was a senior, the vast
majority were individuals in their 80s and 90s. The largest contributing fac-
tor, of course, was the high number of Covid-related deaths at the Simkin
Centre; however, of the 11 Covid-related deaths there, eight occurred in
November. 

Still, aside from deaths specifically caused by Covid, one wonders how
many more deaths at Simkin – and other personal care homes, have come
about as a result of the isolation residents have been experiencing for the
past nine months? There has been much discussion as to whether the
province was woefully unprepared for the “second wave” of Covid, espe-
cially when it came to adequately preparing personal care homes during the
summer in anticipation of what was inevitably going to be a resurgence of
Covid, but one wonders whether the draconian measures that were put in
place – restricting residents from family visits entirely, may have con-

tributed to the deaths of cer-
tain individuals as a result of
the depression they were
experiencing.

It has not been my practice
to join in the almost constant
criticism of our premier that
has been voiced by certain
commentators, especially in
the pages of the Free Press.
I’ll leave that to individuals
who make their living find-
ing fault with almost any-
thing our provincial govern-
ment does. So, I’m not going
to lay blame for the resur-
gence of Covid at anyone’s
doorstep in particular.

On that note, I’m reminded
of a great line I once heard
from columnist Joey Slinger
when he was a guest on Peter
Gzowski’s CBC morning
show many years ago.
Gzowski asked Slinger how
he would define what a
columnist does. Slinger
replied something to this

effect: “A columnist is someone who can wake up in the morning and fly
into an immediate rage.” That certainly applies to the two principal colum-
nists at the Free Press, Dan Lett and Tom Brodbeck.

Speaking of columnists, however, I want to offer special praise for the
work that the CBC’s Bartley Kives has been doing in his reporting on
Covid. Bart, who at one time wrote a high school column for this paper,
may not be a columnist per se, since he’s technically a reporter at the CBC,
but his incisive questioning at the sessions when individuals such as Dr.
Brent Roussin are grilled by reporters over the latest Covid numbers has set
him apart from every other reporter in the degree to which he’s been doing
his homework. 

By the way, if you’re on Twitter and you want to receive some of the most
up to date reports on what’s happening with Covid in this province, Bart’s
Twitter feed is probably the most comprehensive source for new informa-
tion on that subject.

Turning to another aspect of the pandemic – the roll out of vaccines here,
by now the eyes of many in the world have been awakened to the incredi-
ble job that Israel has been doing in getting vaccine outs. Different com-
mentators from a wide spectrum of news sources have been heaping praise
on how quickly Israel has been getting its citizens vaccinated. While there
are certain factors that have been noted as having contributed to the rapid
roll-out of vaccinations in Israel, including its robust health system,  its
being so densely populated in a relatively small geographic area, and the
readiness that years of warfare has instituted within an administrative
infrastructure that is  designed to respond rapidly to emergency situations,
there can be no doubt that what is going on in Israel puts other countries,
including Canada and the United States, to shame.

If, as Prime Minister Netanyahu has indicated, 90% of the population of
Israel will likely be fully vaccinated against Covid by the end of March, it
will reinforce the notion that Israel has moved into a unique position
among the world’s nations when it comes to the advancement of science
and technical innovation. It also helps to have a centralized system of gov-
ernment, unlike the federal systems we have in Canada and the United
States, under which governmental authority is diffuse.

While Israel was certainly hit hard by Covid, the incidence of contagion
was not uniform in how it hit all sectors of the population. By far the hard-
est hit groups were among the traditional Orthodox (See article on page 1),
who were initially largely unwilling to adhere to any restrictions on social
gatherings, on top of which their living in crowded, often multi-genera-
tional settings, made them ripe for infection by Covid.

By now, most in the Orthodox community worldwide have accepted the
necessity of social distancing and mask wearing, although from time to
time we hear reports of breaches of the rules. It is simply incomprehensi-
ble why anyone in the Orthodox community would still insist on holding a
large social gathering, such as we have seen reports of in New York and
Chicago, but from time to time those reports do filter out.

Unlike Myron Love, however, who suggested that New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo was verging on anti-Semitism by calling out Chasidic
Jewish groups for not adhering to social distancing rules, I see nothing
wrong in identifying specific groups which may be guilty of not adhering
to rules that apply to everyone in society.

I’m sure that you will recall, for instance, that when Covid first appeared
in Manitoba back in the spring, attention was focused on Hutterite colonies
where the virus was apparently spreading. Certainly it was understandable
that many Hutterites may have felt that they were being unfairly singled out
– and you may also recall how Dr. Roussin decided that citing specific
groups as having outbreaks of Covid would not be allowed in public brief-
ings any further.

At the same time though, there has been widespread evidence that Covid
does not target all racial and ethnic groups uniformly. Within Manitoba,
although First Nations seemed to have been spared any large scale out-
breaks of Covid for a very long time, that pattern came to a quick end once
the second wave of the virus began to take hold in the fall.

Still, in Canada here has been a dearth of statistical data to show whether
Covid has been hitting certain racial groups, aside from First Nations, hard-
er than others. Since Covid is certainly likelier to hit members of lower
socioeconomic groups harder than others in society, however, I still have a
great deal of difficulty understanding why Code Red restrictions have to be
applied uniformly evenly everywhere in Manitoba.

So many commentators, whether they be columnists or writers of letters
to the editor, have noted the absurd lengths to which public health bureau-
crats have gone in clamping down on retail store sales, for instance. Since
the best evidence available is that Covid is spread from individuals who are
in close proximity for more than 15 minutes, it is hard to understand why
the entire retail sector has been ordered closed for such a long period of
time, save grocery stores and stores selling “essential items”.

In Winnipeg, by far the largest proportion of deaths has occurred in per-
sonal care homes. In addition, the greatest number of cases has been in the
downtown area.
Certain areas of the
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The Abraham Accords – originally signed
between Israel and the Arab states of United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and Bahrain (and

since joined by Sudan, Morocco and, soon sever-
al other Muslim countries) – has exposed the utter
failure of the anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions (BDS) campaign against Israel in some
sectors of the Western world and its continuing
futility.

As Jerusalem Post op-ed editor Sohrab Amari
states in a piece in the December 15 edition of the paper online, “the US-
brokered Accords – which will almost certainly be remembered as
TeamTrump’s greatest foreign achievement – will utterly delegitimize
those in the West who seek to delegitimize Israel, not least the movement
to boycott, divest from and sanction the Jewish state”.

The original boycott of Israel was started by the Arab states in the after-
math of Israel’s successful fight for independence in 1948.  Israel got
around that by forging strong ties with countries beyond the Arab world.
The first chink in the united Arab front against Israel came with the peace
treaty signed between Egypt and Israel in 1979.  Despite Egypt being ostra-
cized by the rest of the Arab and Muslim world for a time, that peace treaty
has held firm for more than 40 years  and the two countries now have a
lengthy history of military and intelligence co-operation.

Israel’s second most important neighbour, Jordan, subsequently also
signed a formal peace treaty with Israel.

What is different about the new Abraham Accords is that they are not
about cessation of war but rather full-blown normalization fostering trade,
tourism, exchange programs and sharing of technology in all areas.

If Arab countries in the Middle East and North Africa – not to mention
many countries in the wider Muslim world - are prepared to accept Israel
without preconditions as a normal country, does it not seem ludicrous for a
group of university students at McGill, for example, or Canadian postal
workers’ union leaders to be passing resolutions questioning the Jewish
State’s right to exist as a Jewish majority state.  

So, where did this BDS BS come from.  The BDS campaign grew out of
an international conference that was held in Durban, South Africa, 20 years
ago, ostensibly to consider how to combat racism worldwide.  In actuality,
almost the entire focus of the conference was on the “evils” of Zionism. 

And what has the BDS campaign accomplished over 20 years?  Very lit-
tle.

What “successes” that BDS campaigners have achieved have been
ephemeral.  Yes, some university student governments  have managed to
pass BDS resolutions – but not a single university has, to my knowledge,
divested itself  from Israel nor broken off any joint research projects with
Israeli universities.

As well, certain church groups and unions have also passed meaningless
anti-Israel resolutions which also have had no effect on Israel and most
likely do not reflect the views of most of their memberships.

(The reason for whatever “successes” there may have been is that most

members of organizations and unions  are largely indifferent to their gov-
ernance bodies, which  allows a small group of people with a cause to stack
the governing bodies with their supporters.)

And where perhaps a half dozen performers have buckled to BDS pres-
sure and cancelled bookings in Israel, a great many more have brushed off
the threats and played Israel – sometimes more than once – to enthusiastic
audiences.

It’s true that the European Union will not allow consumer products from
Jewish communities on the other side of the Green Line to be labeled as
“products of Israel” – but, as Amari points out, “Europe remains the Jewish
state’s biggest trade partner” and “you can now find Israeli products —
prominently displayed, sometimes with Israeli flags to promote them — on
the shelves of grocery stores in the United Arab Emirates”.

In fact, all these basically symbolic gestures have not have any effect on
Israel’s economy or policies.  The only people who have been affected have
been a few Israeli artists, entertainers and speakers who have had appear-
ances in the West cancelled because of pressure or who have been prevent-
ed from performing by disruptive demonstrators – and Jewish groups and
pro-Israel Jewish students at Western universities who have been subject to
open anti-Semitism through harassment, intimidation and in some cases
from student governance bodies (as happened at McGill University).

If anything, the BDS movement has been encountering ever stronger
pushback over the past few years from Western governments of all stripes.
In addition, the  United Nations has officially recognized the new interna-
tional definition of anti-Semitism which includes anti-Zionist statements
and actions.  Further, many Western governments and American states have
enacted legislation which cuts off any companies that choose to boycott
Israel from receiving any contracts from said governments.

In response to BDS campaigners boycotting private businesses selling
Israeli-made products, opponents have been organizing “buycotts” which
actually increases the affected company’s sales.

As Amari observes: “How far can BDS go in a world where once-sworn
enemies of the Jewish state enjoy Israeli citrus products and myriad cultur-
al exchanges? Who exactly do Western champions of the Arabs represent,
when the Arabs themselves want to live peacefully alongside Israel and
accept the Jewish state’s fundamental legitimacy? Isn’t it more than a bit
condescending for, say, Roger Waters in England to tell Arabs whom they
can do business with?”

Amari makes it clear that he is not suggesting that BDS will disappear
tomorrow. “The wider Arab world is making peace with Israel,” he writes,
“but Palestinian leaders aren’t about to give up what is admittedly a very
nice grift - billions of dollars in international aid in exchange for refusing
to accept reality. BDS helps lend a veneer of global credibility to their
rejectionism.

But the fact remains that the Abraham Accords have revealed a silly side
to the BDS movement: When Sudan, once one of the world’s most viru-
lently anti-Israel states, has made its peace with Jerusalem, BDS looks like
a boutique cause for gentry leftists. The real world — and the Middle East
— have just moved on.”
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city have been relatively unscathed by
Covid, especially Transcona. (I wonder
why that is?) But other areas, including
Assiniboine South (which includes

Tuxedo) and River Heights, have also shown much lower incidences of
Covid throughout the entire duration of the pandemic.

I have suggested previously that reducing Code Red restrictions in cer-
tain areas of the city that have not shown much incidence of Covid should
be allowed. For instance, if thrift stores have been allowed to reopen in the
city primarily in the poorer areas of Winnipeg, because for many members
of lower socioeconomic groups those stores serve a prime role, then why
not allow small retail stores to reopen in certain other areas of the city, such
as River Heights, Tuxedo, Charleswood, St. James, and Transcona – to start
with, all the while maintaining strict limits on how many customers would
be allowed into stores? If a shoe store, for example, can sell winter boots
because they’re considered necessities, then why not allow shoe stores to
sell any types of shoes if the number of customers in the store is restricted
to a certain number?

It looks like we’re going to be living under these Code Red restrictions
for quite some time to come. Yet, within the United States, different states
have taken totally different approaches to combating the virus. Florida, for
instance, has allowed businesses to remain open, including restaurants,
although while maintaining social distancing rules. And, while Florida has
experienced more than 1 million cases of Covid altogether, some areas,
such as the Palm Beach area, which is where many Canadian snowbirds
flock, have not experienced much higher incidences of Covid than we have
in Manitoba.

Anecdotally, a number of our readers have decided to go to Florida (and
some to California, but I’ve had fewer reports from readers headed there
than to Florida). Typically what I’ve been told is that if you’re going to self-
isolate, which is what these readers were doing here in Manitoba, then why

not do it where it’s warm – and where the rate of transmission of Covid is
not much higher than it is in Manitoba? And now that we hear that
Canadians who are in Florida will be eligible to be vaccinated the same as
Americans, one can’t but help feel some envy toward Winnipeggers who
were able to escape to Florida this winter. (California seems to present an
entirely different picture, however, as Los Angeles is now the U.S.’s worst
hot spot for Covid. Many other areas of California are also experiencing
totally out of control outbreaks.)

So, as we enter 2021 with some sense of optimism as various vaccines
gradually permeate into the population here (although at such a ridiculous-
ly slow rate that it will be an entire year before enough of us are vaccinat-
ed to the point where we can now begin to speak of having “herd immuni-
ty”), one can’t help but wonder about the psychological toll that Code Red
restrictions are having. Again, one would hope that our public health
authorities would consider taking a more nuanced approach to the restric-
tions under which we are now living. As I wondered at the outset of this
column, how much is the extraordinarily high number of deaths within our
Jewish community this past month attributable to depression-related fac-
tors as a result of social isolation? Is the cure worse than the disease?

One more thing has been occurring to me throughout this pandemic - as
so many stories that used to be considered worthy of reporting have taken
a very distant back seat to Covid: When are we going to start hearing those
stories again?

If you’re at all interested in the issue of climate change for instance, as
most of our readers are, it must be terribly frustrating not to see much dis-
cussion of that issue in most media these days. For instance, I’ve never
stopped thinking about the burning of the Amazon rain forest. If we ever
get out of this Covid nightmare, I wonder whether we’re going to go back
to hearing again about so many stories that dominated the news cycle pre-
viously.

It would be nice to go back to normal bad news again!

Abraham Accords exposes futility of anti-Israel BDS movement

Short takes
(Continued from page 4.)
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Looking back

A life cut tragically short
By BERNIE BELLAN

It was 50 years ago this month that the life of a young woman
who was loved by all who knew her was cut tragically short as
the result of a totally unforeseeable incident.

I didn’t know Rebecca Victor (who was commonly known as
Rebbie), although it turns out we weren’t far apart in age. 

According to an obituary that was placed in the January 14,
1971 Jewish Post,  “Rebecca Victor, age 15, passed away sud-
denly on Tuesday, January 5th, 1971, as the result of a shoot-
ing accident. She would have been 16 on February 12.

“Born in Winnipeg, she was a graduate of the I.L. Peretz
Folk School and a student in Grade X at St. John’s High
School.

“Active in musical circles, Rebecca had studied piano for a
number of years and she was a student of voice with Mrs. Sara
Udow. She sang in junior choir at Rosh Pina Congregation for
several years and she had also participated in several produc-
tions with the Internationals at the Hollow Mug. She was for-
merly active at the Y.M.H.A. Community Centre where she
had been the winner of a number of oratorical contests.”

In that same issue of The Jewish Post, Abe Arnold wrote a
piece titled “The Meaning of a Young Girl’s Life”:

“A young girl is dead after an accidental shooting.
“Rebecca Ruth Victor – Rebbie to her friends – died a little

more than a month before her sixteenth birthday. To ask why is
to express a cry of anguish over the death by shooting of men
and women everywhere in the world since guns were invented.

“This particular death, however, is a tragedy for many peo-
ple and a catastrophic change in the lives of the immediate family.

“Rebbie Victor was a talented young woman with mature interests in the
world around her. A student of music and of dance, she showed accom-
plishment at the piano and had a lovely voice, but music was not all and
she had a great zest for the varied experiences of life.

“Rebbie had an earnest concern for other people demonstrated by her
active interest in the cause of world peace and in political activities which,
to her, were truly devoted to the achievement of a just society.

“Her desire for learning virtually exceeded the bounds of the school, but
on January 4 she returned happily to her classroom to begin some new and
more stimulating courses and, with the part of a new musical show to be
performed later in the winter “The music for ‘Camelot’ sits on the piano at
the Victor home and, alongside it, the music for a Gordon Lightfoot song.

“On January 5 she left school in the company of several classmates and
apparently suggested a visit to a Co-operative House on St. Johns Avenue
which has been serving as a community youth centre. Rebbie was a fre-
quent visitor to the house, where she had been stimulated by impassioned
discussions on war and politics and the injustice of our society.

“On this last occasion her companions were visiting  the house for the
first time and she was showing them around. They came to a room with a

rifle hanging on the wall, which Rebbie herself had probably
never seen before. In that place she could only conceive of it
as a museum piece – a relic of violent death which she
abhorred with all her being. To one of her companions, how-
ever, it was a curiosity to be investigated and it proved to be
not a relic, but a live instrument of death.

“Can anyone imagine the shocked reaction of the young
man – who squeezed the trigger in jest – at the deadly
results? Can one conceive of the overpowering shock of the
father on being suddenly called to the hospital to be told that
his only child is no more? Can one grasp the grief of the
mother who is told by her husband that their daughter has
been torn from life? And can one conceive of the confound-
ed feelings of remorse of the person who owned the gun, and
of the others associated with the Co-op House?”

Abe Arnold’s piece goes on to try to place young Rebbie
Victor’s death in a larger context relating to gun violence.

In light of the fact that it is the 50th anniversary of Rebbie
Victor’s senseless death, Richard Yaffe, who was both a
schoolmate of Rebbie’s and a good friend, contacted me to
say that he wanted to mark the anniversary in some way –
which is why you see the memoriam accompanying this arti-
cle on this page and not on the usual memoriam page.

I noted that I did not know Rebbie Victor, but after I spoke
with Richard I began to realize just how wide a swath of
friends she actually had. In the normal course of a week I
happen to speak with any number of different individuals
about various matters. As it turned out, three different times
when I mentioned Rebbie Victor’s name and asked different

people whether they knew her I was greeted with the same reaction: “I
knew Rebbie really well.” 

From her obituary and Abe Arnold’s piece it is clear that Rebbie was a
young woman of immense talent – and who, had she lived, was destined
for great things.

I often remark to others that the stories in our paper which resonate most
profoundly with readers are stories of lives cut tragically short – either as
the result of a sudden accident or perhaps a premature death due to a ter-
minal illness.

I have no special reason to want to pay tribute to Rebbie Victor beyond
anyone else whose life might have ended all too prematurely, but it is
somewhat significant to think that, as we are going through a period in
which the daily recitation of the numbers of deaths from Covid has become
a ritual which we would all like to be rid of, there are names attached to
those numbers.

Fifty years on, will people think back to the period in which we are now
living and remember the tragedy that befell so many of our loved ones?
Thank you, Richard Yaffe, for taking the trouble to recall a life snuffed out
50 years ago – whose life, and tragic death, resonated to such a huge degree
with so many others. 

In Memoriam
50th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

REBECCA RUTH
(REBBIE)
VICTOR

who passed away
January 5, 1971

9 Tevet 5731
Remembered Always

—Richard Yaffe on behalf of
Rebbie’s friends and
classmates at I.L. Peretz
School and St. John’s High
School.

Jonathan Pollard arrives in Israel 35 years after arrest for spying  
Dec. 30, 2020 (JTA) — Some

35 years after his arrest for spy-
ing for Israel, Jonathan Pollard
arrived in the country with the
intention of staying there.

Pollard and his wife Esther
arrived on a private plane pro-
vided by American billionaire
Sheldon Adelson and were
greeted at the airport by Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, the Jerusalem Post
reported. The Pollards kissed
the ground upon arrival.

A former civilian analyst for
the Navy, Pollard was arrested
in 1985 outside the Israeli
embassy in Washington, D.C, where he tried to obtain asylum as counter-
intelligence agents were closing in on him for spying. The embassy turned
Pollard and his then wife Anne away.

Pollard pleaded guilty to passing classified information and was sen-
tenced to life in prison — the only American ever given that sentence for
spying for an ally.

Pollard was paroled in 2015. In November, parole restrictions that had
restricted his movements were lifted.

Netanyahu said two prayers with the Pollards: Shehecheyanu, the bless-
ing traditionally recited to mark special occasions, and matir asurim, a

blessing praising God as the liberator of captives.
“Now you can begin your lives anew in freedom and happiness,”

Netanyahu said. “Now you are home.”
“We are ecstatic to be home at last after 35 years and we thank the peo-

ple and the Prime Minister of Israel for bringing us home,” Pollard said at
the airport. “No one could be prouder of this country or this leader than we
are. This is a wonderful country. It has a tremendous future. It is the future
of the Jewish people and we’re not going anywhere.”

A third ‘Wonder Woman’ with Gal Gadot
already in the works

Dec. 28, 2020 (JTA) — Just two days after the debut of “Wonder Woman
1984,” Warner Bros. announced that it’s not through with the Gal Gadot
superhero just yet: A third movie in the series is being “fast-tracked,”
Variety reported Sunday.

While “Wonder Woman 1984” was released on HBO Max as well as in
theaters on Friday, the next installment will have a more traditional the-
atrical release, the studio said.

“Wonder Woman 1984” had the best debut for a film in the coronavirus
era, according to Variety, raking in over $16 million in theatrical sales.
Warner Bros. rattled the industry earlier this month when it announced that
it will release all of its 2021 films on streaming platforms at the same time
as they debut in theaters.

There is no timetable yet for the third “Wonder Woman” film, and Variety
added that Gadot’s Cleopatra remake in the works could complicate sched-
uling.

Jonathan Pollard, right, bumps
elbows with Benjamin Netanyahu at
Ben Gurion Airport, Israel on Dec.
30, 2020. (GPO)



By BERNIE BELLAN

If Harvey Rosen were still writing for us, I’m
sure here is how he would have introduced the fol-
lowing story:

“Readers of this newspaper might be surprised to
learn that the stellar goalkeeper for Canada’s
National Junior hockey team is a member of the
Hebraic persuasion!”

Now, while I might have wondered until now
whether that was true or not, it wasn’t until I
received an email from reader Debbie Maslowsky
that I was able to confirm that Devon Levi is, in
fact, a “Member of the Tribe”. 
Here’s what Debbie wrote in an email on Dec. 29:

“Just wanted to forward this to you. Devon Levi
is the goalie for Team Canada juniors and his tal-
ents are creating quite a stir.

“His mother is my first cousin (my mother and
her father are brother and sister; her father is 90 or
91 and they live in Montreal).

“I laughed when I talked to a friend in Toronto
whose husband said ‘hey, the goalie for Team Canada is Jewish!’.... and I
said ‘and MY cousin’! “

Debbie was good enough to attach an article written by someone named
David Lisbona for a website titled “The Sports Rabbi”, which is run by
someone named Joshua Halickman. According to his website, Halickman
“has been covering Israeli sports since 2004. The Sports Rabbi has gone to
over 4,000 live sporting events in 25+ countries”. 

Now, it’s not clear how Devon Levi’s story fits on to a website covering
Israeli sports, but hey,  who am I to quibble with what constitutes an Israeli
sports story?

Anyway, in his story about Devon Levi, David Lisbona wrote the fol-
lowing:

Devon Levi’s  “rise has been nothing short of astonishing. He was not
invited to Canada’s junior camp yet his play as MVP at the World Junior A
Challenge last year prompted Team Canada’s brass to take another look.
Prior to that, Levi toiled in Midget AAA for the Lac St-Louis Lions, the
team that represents much of English Montreal.

Devon Levi attended Hebrew Foundation School followed by West
Island College where he graduated as valedictorian in 2019. He is now
studying and would like to eventually tend goal at Northeastern if Covid-
19 will ever oblige. He was drafted by the Florida Panthers with the 212th
selection in 7th round.

Now, I am not suggesting that Devon Levi
sat defiantly at the front of a bus or that he
helped end racial segregation in a movie the-
atre in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, but the sig-
nificance of his achievement cannot be dimin-
ished as this was a major glass ceiling that has
now been shattered, akin to that of Canadian
Prime Minister, we continue to wait on that
one. His rise to the top of Canadian Junior
hockey will make it easier for others like him.

I hope Devon is eligible to play in the post-
poned 2022 Maccabiah Games, however, the
irony is that he may be too good, his contrac-
tual obligations and an unwillingness for any-
one to insure him may prevent him from guard-
ing the Canadian net at next year’s Jewish
Olympics.

In a year that has been fraught with unex-
pected surprises, it is refreshing to see
Quebec’s most notable contribution to the
Canadian National Junior Team as a Jewish kid

from the West Island. The fact that it is a position that requires a head cov-
ering makes the irony that much more scrumptious. So as Canada gets back
to what it does best around the birth of that most famous of Jews this
Christmas, the Canadian Jewish community will sit up taller and bask in
the glory that their goal is being tended by a native son. Diehard fans for-
ever, hockey is etched in the lore of a Canadian Jewish life, heck even
Montreal Passover seders are synonymous with playoff hockey. The only
cup more coveted than that of Elijah belongs to Stanley. Devon Levi is
proof that we can play the game too.

Levi may have a storied Hall of Fame NHL career or he may never play
one game, but he has already achieved greatness and a place in this com-
munity’s story or at the very least a notation in the next edition of famous
Canadian Jews.

As of the time of writing, Devon Levi has appeared in five games for
Canada, with a Goals Against Average of .64, a save percentage of 96.67,
and two shutouts.
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Canada’s National Junior men’s team’s Jewish goalie: Devon Levi

George Blake, British spy for Soviet Union,
dies in Moscow at 98 

By CNAAN
LIPHSHIZ

Dec. 29, 2020 (JTA)
— George Blake, a
former British intelli-
gence researcher who
served as a spy for the
Soviet Union for
years, has died in
Russia. He was 98.

Blake, who was
born in the
Netherlands to a
Protestant mother
and a Sephardic Jewish father who had fought for Britain in World War I,
moved to the United Kingdom during World War II.

He was recruited to the intelligence community and later offered to spy
for the Soviet Union, betraying hundreds of agents until his capture in
1960. He served six years of a 42-year term before escaping to Moscow.

Blake died last week, receiving praise from Russian President Vladimir
Putin as an “outstanding professional of special courage and life
endurance.”

Blake did not identify as a Jew, but his Jewish background played a
major role in his life, according to a 2013 biography. His father, Albert
Behar, had initially concealed his Jewish ancestry, but it became known
near his death in 1936.

Because of Blake’s Jewish ancestry, he was not able to marry his girl-
friend, Iris Peake, who also worked as Blake’s secretary at MI6, the British
intelligence’s foreign branch, according to Blake’s obituary in The
Guardian published Saturday.

British counterintelligence became aware of the existence of a mole fit-
ting Blake’s description from a Polish defector before identifying him in
1960. Blake escaped in 1966 with help from collaborators outside prison,
who hid him for several weeks until one drove him to East Germany.
A wanted man, he had remained in Russia since that time.

George Blake, a former MI6 officer, enters a
car in Moscow, June 28, 2001. (Yuri
Martianov/Kommersant Photo/AFP via Getty Images)

DEVON LEVI



In our August 3, 2020 issue Gerry
Posner wrote a column about former
Winnipegger Dr. Phil Berger. Recently
we received the following from note
Gerry: “You may recall that not long ago
I wrote a piece on Dr. Phillip Berger.
Well, not to my surprise, he was recently
welcomed to the Order of Canada as an
Officer. Add that to the list of Jewish
Manitobans who belong to that club.”

Following is an excerpt from Gerry’s
August 3 article: 

For over 40 years, Philip Berger has
been a leader in advocating for improving
health care in Canada; at times  he has
done this against a stiff tide. Just take a
look at his career and it speaks volumes
about his commitment to changing the
way medicine is delivered. 

For starters, Berger has been an Associate Professor at the University of
Toronto and was the Chief of the Department of Family and Community
Medicine at St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto from 1997-2013 (an inter-
esting position for a Jewish guy at a Catholic institution). 

Consider the people for whom he has fought and you will note that they
are far from your ordinary patient base. The homeless, the poor, LGBTQ
members are just a few of the groups for whom Berger has battled -  and
let’s not forget his tireless work AIDS patients. 

Berger really went to bat for AIDS sufferers at a time when many doctors
were afraid to deal with them. He was a founder of the Toronto HIV
Primary Care Physicians Group and he later helped to create a mentoring
program to educate doctors about HIV. 

Probably the area where he became most visible in the public eye was his
tireless effort to convince governments of the value of methadone and nee-
dle exchange programs. 

As well, he was very active in promoting the AIDS clinic in Lesotho,
Africa. He also helped to initiate the Amnesty International Canadian
Medical Network and the Canadian Centre for Victims of Torture. 

What separates Berger from most doctors is that he has been relentlessly
unafraid to call out governments for cuts to refugee health programs. He
has spoken out in his capacity as one of the co-founders of Canadian

Doctors for Refugee Care. In short, Berger is not afraid to take out his
stethoscope and stick it right in the chests of elected officials. 

In 2017 Philip Berger gave up his regular practice, which was located at
St. Michael’s Hospital. (Maybe his connection to that hospital was not so
surprising after all). Since then, Berger has been doing locums in various
shelters/hostels under the banner of Inner City Health Associates ( ICHA),
which is a group of 90 doctors who serve homeless people (and there is no
lack of that group in Toronto). Philip even serves as the Board Chair for
ICHA. Moreover, Philip is today a Vice-Chair of what is known as Unity
Health (formerly St. Michael’s Hospital) Research Ethics Board. And, if
there isn’t enough on his plate already, he is completing his term as a
Council Member of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario. 

Leo Panitch, former Winnipegger and 
intellectual pillar of the Canadian left passes
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Canadian news

The following is taken from a
column written by David
Climenhaga, published on
Albertapolitics.ca:

Leo Victor Panitch, one of the
intellectual pillars of the
Canadian left and a leading
scholar of the global depreda-
tions of neoliberalism, died
Saturday (Dec. 26)  from
COVID-19. He was 75.

Born into a working class
Jewish family in Winnipeg in
1945,  Panitch was a Fellow of
the Royal Society of Canada, and Distinguished
Research Professor in Political Science and
Canada Research Chair in Comparative Political
Economy at York University in Toronto. He was
one of the world’s most respected students of the
writings of Karl Marx. 

Dr. Panitch earned his Bachelor of Arts in eco-
nomics and political science from the University
of Manitoba in 1967. That year, at 22, he left
Manitoba for England, where he earned Master
of Science and PhD degrees from  the London
School of Economics in 1968 and 1974. His doc-
toral thesis, The Labour Party and the Trade
Unions was published by Cambridge University
Press in 1976 with the title Social Democracy
and Industrial Militancy.

His influential 2012 book, The Making of
Global Capitalism: The Political Economy of
American Empire, co-authored with former
Canadian Auto Workers Union research director
(also former Winnipegger) Sam Gindin, illumi-
nated the intimate connection between modern
neoliberal capitalism and the American state and

argued capitalism
is inherently unjust
and undemocratic.

In all, Dr. Panitch
was the author of
more than 100
scholarly articles
and nine books,
and taught at
Ottawa’s Carleton
University and at
York.

In addition to
being a leading
scholar of Marx, Dr. Panitch was a raconteur and
a star of the lecture circuit, genially ready to wel-
come anyone to his table — and presumably to
entertain them in English, French or Yiddish, all
of which he spoke. 

Dr. Panitch was in hospital for treatment for
multiple myeloma when he contracted COVID-
19.

Clipping from a 
1963 edition of 

The Jewish Post

LEO PANITCH

Dr. PHIL BERGER
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Dr. Phil Berger to be inducted into Order of Canada

Iran to boost uranium enrichment to 
20 percent ‘as soon as possible’

The announcement coincides with the anniversary of Iranian general
Qassem Soleimani's assassination; No timetable specified by Tehran, says
U.N. nuclear watchdog. 

(Jan. 3, 2021 / JNS) Iran announced on Saturday that it intends to enrich
uranium up to 20 percent at its underground nuclear facility at Fordow, in
accordance with a law passed in November by the Iranian parliament. 

“We are like soldiers and our fingers are on the triggers. The commander
should command and we shoot. We are ready for this and will produce [20
percent enriched uranium] as soon as possible,” said Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran director Ali Akbar Salehi, according to the AP. 

The Iranian legislation consists of nine articles, among which is the
requirement to produce 120 kilograms (265 pounds) of 20 percent-enriched
uranium a year. The law also requires the activation of 1,000 IR-2M cen-
trifuges in the underground section of the Natanz nuclear facility, the instal-
lation and activation by April 2021 of 1,000 advanced IR-6 centrifuges at
Fordow and the immediate reactivation of the IR-40 Arak heavy-water reac-
tor facility. 

Iran is currently enriching uranium to 4.5 percent, in excess of the 3.67
percent stipulated by the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action nuclear
deal, according to the AP. To begin the process of enriching to 20 percent,
Salehi said Iran would need to swap out the natural uranium in centrifuges
at Fordow for uranium already enriched to 4 percent. This, he said, “should
be done under IAEA [International Atomic Energy Agency] supervision,”
according to the report.

The IAEA said that Iran had not specified when it planned to begin enrich-
ing to 20 percent, but added that its inspectors in Iran have “regular access”
to Fordow.



By BERNIE BELLAN

Becoming a doctor requires a
tremendous amount of dedi-
cation, intelligence, and

empathy – and those are just some
of the attributes that one might sug-
gest are prerequisites.

But, as I’m sure most of us have
discovered over the years, practic-
ing medicine is an art form that
may often complement other artis-
tic sides that many doctors have,
but of which their patients – per-
haps even their colleagues, may be
unaware.

Recently I was sent some public-
ity material about a Winnipeg doc-
tor by the name of Tamar Rubin who, as the material noted, is an accom-
plished poet whose writing has appeared in a number of poetry journals.
(She has also written for several medical journals.) I was also sent a copy
of the first fully published book of her poems, titled “Tablet Fragments”.
(The title of the book, as Tamar explains in her prologue, is a reference to
the tablets Moses brought down from Sinai, then smashed.)

Here is how Tamar is described on the website of the publisher, Signature
Books:

“Tamar Rubin grew up immersed in Hebrew, Jewish traditions and texts,
in a secular household, the daughter of an immigrant mother. In becoming
a physician, she learned yet another language: medicine.

“The poetry in Tablet Fragments, Rubin’s first published collection,
weaves between the texts of all her learning, deploying evocative biblical
mythopoetics and the precision of medical science.

“Writing as a diagnostic eyewitness to the complexities of her life, Rubin
explores the natural history of familial and romantic relationships, the
impacting of migration and displacement, and her composite identities as
outsider and insider; as doctor and her own body; as daughter, lover, moth-
er and poet.”

After I finished reading the poems in “Tablet Fragments”, of which there
are 71, I spoke with Tamar Rubin – about her background, her medical
practice, and her poetry.

Tamar told me that her mother was born in Israel, her father in Canada,
that her parents met in Israel and that they eventually moved to Toronto,
which is where Tamar was born and raised.

After obtaining her undergraduate degree at McGill, Tamar went to the
University of Toronto for her MD, followed by training in pediatrics at
University of Alberta, subspecialty training in clinical immunology and
allergy at University of Manitoba, and then further training in pediatric
immunodeficiency at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital in Ohio. 

Tamar finally settled down in Winnipeg in 2017 with her husband (who
is also a doctor) when she began her current career as a pediatrician at the
Children’s Hospital, specializing in allergies and immunology. Tamar told
me she trained under well-known allergist Dr. Allan Becker and now trains
f other students who are enrolled in the allergy and immunology program
at the Rady Faculty of Medicine.

She says that her work now is primarily in the “academic sector of med-
icine.”

At the same time Tamar is busy raising her two children, a two-year-old
and an eight-month old. I wondered then how she has any time to write
poetry – between juggling a demanding career and looking after two very
young children. She admitted that it was much more difficult to find time
to write poetry, noting that “I used to be a little more disciplined about it. I
write when I can.”

I was intrigued by the notion of a poetry-writing physician, although doc-
tors as writers is quite common. In fact, the discipline that doctors must
bring to practicing their profession certainly lends itself to the same sort of
discipline required of a writer. I mentioned to Tamar that in the past we
have excerpted poems from another Toronto Jewish doctor, Ron Charach,
although it’s been some time since we’ve heard from him.

In fact, some of the poems in “Tablet Fragments” require a mathematical-
type of analysis, as they are laid out in a quasi-geometric fashion that
requires several readings in order to grasp their meaning. Tamar acknowl-
edged that some of her poems are “more accessible than others”, but when
I admitted that I had some real trouble trying to figure out how to read some
of the poems because they were laid out in such a quizzical manner, she
simply laughed and said I could read them any way I wanted.

Tamar’s poems cover the gamut of her life experience, including her
upbringing, her consciousness of her Jewishness, her closeness to her
mother and grandmother, challenges in her own motherhood, her work as
a physician, as well as a range of other subjects. While they are personal,
they are not soul-baring. While some are more difficult to read than others,
for the most part they are all quite easy to read.

Here is an excerpt from one about Tamar’s mother and grandmother,
titled “Perennial”:

For thirty-one years, my mother tried not to miss her. Every week, 
a little water or the trickle of a few ice cubes
dropped

in black earth. Years back, in the muck of Toronto, April,
my grandmother visited from Israel, left
a Christmas cactus

the vast beach of my mother’s Mediterranean
mother – oranges, mangoes, brown skin, hot
tempers, a bowl of warm milk for stray cats – 
all packed inside this…

I asked Tamar what she derives from writing poetry, which, she
explained, she’s been doing ever since she was a young girl.

She answered that “writing poetry explores some vulnerabilities and
leads to a common experience – just as in friendship, when you explore a
vulnerability, it can lead to a connection.”

“Tablet Fragments” is available from Signature Editions at
http://www.signatureeditions.com/index.php/books/single_title/tablet_frag
ments.
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Winnipeg physician Tamar Rubin 
publishes first full book of poetry

Dr. TAMAR RUBIN
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EVELYN BELL NUMEROW
With deep sadness we

announce the peaceful
passing of Evelyn
Numerow at her home in
Richmond, BC on the
morning of December
26, 2020. Evelyn will be
dearly missed by her
children Leonard
(Danna), David (Susan),
and Michael, her sister
Gail Nep and nephew
Dustin Shore (Michelle

Livingston), her grandchildren Kevin, Allison,
Jennifer, Jeffery, Logan, Benjamin and her great-
niece Jaden. She also leaves many cousins and
relatives including William (Ann) Gleberzon and
family, Sandy (Howard) Collerman and family, and
Mickey (Gerry) Namak and family.  Mom will also
be greatly missed by her special friend Harris Gulko.   

Evelyn was predeceased by husbands Kenneth
Numerow (1990), Samuel Brownstone (2002), her
parents Jennie (2002) and Louis Nep (1954), her
brother Gerald Nep (2009) and Gail’s husband Blair
Dawe (2002)

Mom was born at the Grace Hospital in Winnipeg,
growing up in the North End. After the unfortunate
early passing of her father Louis, she almost single-
handedly raised her sister Gail, while her mother
worked. After obtaining her Manitoba’s teachers
certificate, she taught at Collicut school for several
years before settling down to have her 3 boys.
During those childhood years, mom was a staunch
supporter of Jewish education for her children,
becoming active on the Rosh Pina Synagogue
Education Committee and supporting the boys
through their USY days.  From there she became
active in Sisterhood, becoming President for many
years during the 1990’s.  She was especially proud
for being the Honoree for the 2011 Etz Chayim
Torah Fund Brunch.  

Evelyn was also a wonderful cook and pastry chef.
After refining these talents at the Synagogue for
many years, she co-founded the bakery  “How Sweet
It Is”, providing pastries to locations including the
Westin hotel for many years.  And everybody truly
loved her masterpiece creation:  the Brandy
Alexander Torte.  After this, she ran the family
business, Numerow Trading Company, success-
fully for more than 30 years.  Mom also had a
strong love for music. In her early days, she was
active in high school musicals and productions. As
children, the boys all remember music continually
playing in the house or cottage on her favorite radio
station CJOB. Later in life, she received pleasure
from leading and participating in singing at multiple
Sisterhood conventions. She passed this love for
music onto her children and all of her grandchildren.
You should have seen her kvel when Logan was
given the honor to sing the Kol Nidre prayer at shul
in Richmond!  Evelyn was also a regular attendee
and supporter of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet.  

Mom also loved to spend winters with her sister
Gail, family, and friends in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.
Thank you to our special friend in Mexico Kina
Castaneda for all of her help there. And it was in
Mexico that mom solidified the special relationship
she had with Dustin, since he was a child.  Dustin
“loved his Auntie Evy” like a mother.  

In 2003, the family discovered a summer vacation
spot in Okanagan Falls, BC. Mom spent many hot
summers with her children and grandchildren
swimming in the beautiful waters and tasting
incredible wines throughout the countryside.

In 2010, Mom met the next love of her life, Harris
Gulko. They spent many happy years together in
Winnipeg, Okanagan Falls, and Puerto Vallarta,
eventually moving to Richmond BC in 2017 to be
closer to both of their families.  

Everybody will remember Evelyn for her strength,
wisdom, charm, and great sense of humor.  We can
still hear her contagious laugh.  And she cared deeply
for everybody around her.  

We want to express special thanks to Yuko
Abeyama and her team of so many wonderful
caregivers from Nikoniko Quality Care in
Richmond, BC.  who helped mom to live with
comfort and dignity at home, for those last 6 months.  

Evelyn was interred beside her husband Ken at the
Shaarey Zedek cemetery in Winnipeg, MB, Canada
on Wed. Dec. 30, 2020.   Shiva was observed
privately.  

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to either
the Heart and Stroke Foundation or the Beth Tikvah
Congregation & Centre of Richmond, BC.   

STEVEN JOEL BORODITSKY
It is with great sadness

we announce the passing
of Steven Joel
Boroditsky on Sunday,
December 13th 2020. He
is survived by his par-
ents, Diane and Richard
Boroditsky, by  his broth-
ers, Alan (Lisa), and
Michael (Elizabeth)
Boroditsky, as well as by
his nieces and nephews,
Matthew, Jordan, Emma,
Noah and Maddy. 

Steven grew up in Winnipeg, graduating from high
school at the University of Winnipeg Collegiate. He
furthered his education at the University of Winnipeg
and completed Business Administration from the
British Columbia Institute of Technology (BCIT).

Over the years Steven lived in a variety of places,
from Calgary and Vancouver to Lake Louis and Israel.
He would blend right in, making friends quite easily.
He quite enjoyed sharing a laugh and a smoke. Steven
was known as a people person by showing sincere
interest in everybody that he met. He was a very loyal
and genuine friend. He took great pride in helping out
anyone, whether it was moving a couch or re-wiring
the internet. 

Steven would not shy away from adventure. This
was exhibited early on when he decided to walk home
from Gimli. He actually made it all the way to
Selkirk. However, some of his adventures were not
always well thought out. Fracturing his collarbone
playing Frisbee golf on a 4x4 is a great example.
Steven was filled with courage, determination and a
whimsical nature. 

Over the years Steven did have his struggles with
mental health, but again and again he found the
strength to get better and move forward. He had
numerous support systems, which he used to help
navigate some of the troubles. He was truly grateful
for those people supporting him through his darker
days. 

Steven’s true love was being in Gimli - spending
time with his nieces and nephews. During the many
summers at Gimli he would have the pleasure of
spending quality time with them all. Gimli also pro-
vided him with the company of old friends...having a
visit on the beach, a game of backgammon in the
porch or a bonfire late at night. Steven was happy to
visit and spend time with family and friends. 

Uncle Steven would never say no to the kids,
always wanting to be involved. It was not too many
years ago he joined in a roaring match of beach vol-
leyball. This was likely the final cause for his needing
hip surgery. Uncle Steven did not care; to him it was
worth it, just to spend time with the kids. Steven also
loved one on one time with his nieces and nephews,
spreading his wealth of knowledge and experience.
Steven would remind them: Do what he said, not what
he did! 

Steven had a difficult life, but he was a kind soul,
loyal person, loved son and proud uncle - one that
made a lasting impression on the numerous people
who had the privilege of knowing him. Please do not
remember our uncle, brother and son as just another
statistic. Rather, remember Steven for the kindness he
spread to everyone he knew. He will be sadly missed. 

Special thank you goes to everyone who has helped
us navigate this difficult process. Should people wish
to show their respect in memory of Steve, donations
can be made to your local Jewish and Child Family
Services.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
GENASKE
who passed away
January 3, 2020
 6 Days in Tevet

In life we loved you dearly,
In death, we do the same.
You are loved beyond words
And missed beyond measure.
Always remembering the love
you brought to us.
—Mother Lorraine Daiter,
brother Larry (Kathleen),
niece Shalia, brother  Randy
(Leigh Anne),  and nephew
Micah

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JAN. 6

In loving memory of

SAUL LESZCZ
who passed away
January 9, 2005
28 Days in Tevet

Always in our hearts and
thoughts.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARION
MASARSKY

who passed away
January 12, 1999

25 of Tevet
— Remembered on this
twenty-second Yahrzeit and
always by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LOU LEIBL
who passed away

December 27, 2002
22 Days in Tevet

You are missed every day
We remember your strong spirit
Wisdom and encouragement
May your soul be at peace

With much love
— Your family and friends

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM POLLOCK
who passed away

December 28, 1980
22 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.
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In Memoriam
4th   Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LIBBY
GREENFIELD

who passed away
January 22, 2017
24 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchild, family and
friends.

ISRAEL “IZZY”
SHAPIRO
Who passed away
January 2, 2011
26 Tevet 5771

10th Yahrzeit

SHIRLEY
SHAPIRO
Who passed away
February 28, 2012

5 Adar 5772

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

– Sorely missed & never forgotten by your family and friends.
Never more than a thought away.

In Memoriam

FRED
LACOVETSKY

who passed away
January 30, 2004

In loving memory of

DORIS
LACOVETSKY

who passed away
January 10, 2013

Always in our hearts and thoughts
— Sadly missed by their loving children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and friends.

'BECKY'
REBECCA SPRINTZ

who passed away
January 24, 1987

23 Days in Tevet, 5747

In Memoriam

AL
SPRINTZ
who passed away
March 15, 2012

21 days in Adar I

In loving memory of

Memories of you will never die,
as the years roll on and the days go by

— Always in our hearts, their loving children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SARA (RABER)

HOCHMAN
who passed away

December 28, 2002
23 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHELDON KOHN

who passed away
December 29, 1983

24 Days in Tevet, 5744
His devotion, his inspiration, his
smile gladdened the hearts of those
who had the privilege of loving him.
— Dearly missed by Sheila,
Steven and Andrea,  family
and friends.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONDA
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
January 4, 2005
24 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
daughters, sons-in-law,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

HY KELLER
who passed away
January 12, 2018,
25th day of Tevet

It has been three years and we
still miss you very much. We
know that you are with us in
spirit. You taught us the value
of family and to be there for
each other and to always be
happy with what we have and
to have a good work ethic. We
love you very much and know
that you loved us.
—Loving remembered and
forever in our hearts and sadly
missed by your wife, Edna,
your children, grandchildren
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JERRY
GOLDENBERG

who passed away
January 5, 2016
25 Days in Tevet

— Always in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife Beth,
children, grandchildren,
brothers & family.

5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN ZION KATZ
who passed away
January 17, 2007
27 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX (MENDEL)
WINESTOCK

who passed away
January 21, 2001

27 days in Tevet 5761
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

20th Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JAN. 13

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY
SAWYER
who passed away
January 15, 2011

10th Day of Shevat
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

GORDON
KEMEL

who passed away
January 30, 1963
5 Days in Shevat

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEVERLY
FLEISHER
who passed away
January 27, 2004
4 Days in Shevat

“Love is not love which  alters
when it alteration finds”

-W.S.
Sonnet 116

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your husband
Sidney, children, grandchil-
dren, brothers, friends and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE HECHT
who passed away
January 29, 2004
6 Days in Shevat

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

ROSE JACOB
who passed away
January 6, 2014

5 days in Shevat, 5774
(corresponding to
January 18, 2021)

— Forever missed by their children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

IRVIN (ITZ) JACOB
who passed away
January 12, 2016

2 days in Shevat, 5776
(corresponding to
January 15, 2021)

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dearly beloved Father,

Grandfather and
Great Grandfather

SAMUEL
KOWALL
who passed away
January 18, 1964

4 days in Shevat 5724
— You are always remembered
and sadly missed by your
family.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CHERYL LEWIN
who passed away
January 19, 2010

4 days in Shevat, 5770
— Will be missed by your
husband Viktor Lewin,
daughter Brianne, son Eli,
sister Gail, Harold and Jay
and brother Sam.

In Memoriam
31st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SONIA
NIMCHONOK

who passed away
January 26, 1990
1 day in Shevat

—Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.In Memoriam

8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ALBERT SEGAL
who passed away
January 14, 2013
3 days in Shevat

—Fondly remembered by your
loving wife Sylvia, your
children Sharon, Kim and
Lauren, and grandchildren.

JULIE
SOLOMON

who passed away
January 18, 2017

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit 34th Yahrzeit

EARL
SOLOMON

who passed away
April 8, 1987

In loving memory of

- Ever remembered and sadly missed by David, Lynne & Harvey,
Adam & Beth, Lisa & Dan, and great-grandchildren Meryn &
Kera, Wil, Farrah, & Jadon.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA STEEL
who passed away
January 22, 1988
3 Days in Shevat

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and family

In loving memory of

MEL CRAVEN
who passed away
January 24, 2004
2 Days in Shevat

— Forever in our hearts and
always remembered by his
wife, children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

Jewish life in 2021:
Predictions about the 

future of politics, culture 
and anti-Semitism 

Dec. 31, 2020 (JTA) — If we learned anything
from 2020, it was that trying to predict the future
on Jan. 1 is a foolish exercise. Yet here we are,
taking stock of what we learned in this tumul-
tuous, terrible year and starting to think about
what’s coming next.

Will Zoom become a permanent fixture of
Jewish life? What will happen with anti-Semitic
attacks once people start spending more time out
of their homes? Will Joe Biden bring back the
White House Seder — and will Doug Emhoff,
the first Jewish second spouse, be involved?

Ben Sales covers anti-Semitism and is based in
New York City.

What’s your takeaway from 2020? I learned a
lot about the staying power of hateful ideas like
QAnon, the influential conspiracy theory that is
a modern version of the age-old ideas that Jews
are conspiring to control the world and harvest
the blood of children. These smears were in
vogue as far back as the Middle Ages, but mil-
lions of people still believe them today – just in
a new form.

What’s on your radar for 2021? I’m trying to
never predict the news because I’m always
wrong, but it’s sadly safe to say that some peo-
ple are still going to hate Jews in 2021. I’ll be
looking out for what shape that will take. If and
when COVID fades, will street attacks on
Orthodox Jews pick back up from 2019? Will
anti-Semitic claims that Jews spread the virus
fuel a new wave of attacks? Will far-right
groups, embittered by Trump’s loss, act on their
extremism? Will the progressive Democrats who
are critical of Israel become more prominent
under a new political administration? And what
will that new administration do to combat the
rising threat of white supremacist groups? Ron
Kampeas is the Washington, D.C., bureau chief.

What’s your takeaway from 2020? Like a lot
of professional Jews, I’m aware of how easily
vicious and toxic myths can take hold. You don’t
get through studying Jews and the 20th century
without an awareness of how deep a capacity for
irrational thought runs among men and women.
That said, living it in real time this year and
watching reasonable people buy into myths
about QAnon, the pandemic and Black Lives
Matter, among others, was eye opening. Truth is
not as powerful as I believed, and that is sober-
ing for a newsperson.

What’s on your radar for 2021? I’m paying
close attention to what the Biden administration
does when it comes to foreign policy. President-
elect Joe Biden has said he will rush to reenter
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal. Iran’s regime, so far,

has indicated that it
would welcome reen-
try and return to the
terms that limited ura-
nium enrichment,
which it abandoned
after President Donald
Trump pulled out in
2018. Will Iran be as
accommodating in
February as it is
promising now? The
regime is unpre-
dictable, hard-liners
reportedly have the
upper hand and there
are no guarantees.
Biden moreover
wants to negotiate,
after reentering the
deal, the areas that

Continued on oppo-
site page. See
“Predictiions”.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRVINE MORRIS
who passed away
January 21, 2010
6 Days in Shevat

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by  his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.



critics said were neglected in 2015,
including Iran’s missile program and its
adventurism in the region. Would Iran
agree to negotiating those differences?

Would that help calm Israel and Sunni Arab states, which oppose the deal?
Other questions on foreign policy: Does Biden press Israel into talks with
the Palestinians? Will there be more normalization agreements announced
with regional Arab countries?

Cnaan Liphshiz covers Europe and is based in Amsterdam.
What’s your takeaway from 2020? I learned that some people’s respons-

es to a pandemic accelerated by large gatherings is to hold large gatherings
to protest. 

What’s on your radar for 2021? We ended the year with a dramatic court
ruling that effectively bars kosher slaughter in Belgium. I predict that advo-
cates of those bans will push for more countries to adopt them — and that
other efforts to limit aspects of religious practice for Jews and Muslims will
be emboldened. We could see progress in the movement to ban circumci-
sion of boys — like animal slaughter, it’s an issue that unites the far right
and the far left in Europe in a way that makes life for Jews here difficult. 

We’re also going to continue to grapple with the ongoing loss of
Holocaust survivors, which the COVID-19 crisis has accelerated, and ulti-
mately their disappearance. New initiatives will continue to try to capture
survivors’ stories before it is too late, while at the same time, how the
Holocaust is memorialized will continue to be a political issue, especially
as Hungary and Poland plan to open state Holocaust museums for the first
time.

Sam Sokol reports about Israel and is based in Beit Shemesh.
What’s your takeaway from 2020? Covering a pandemic and conducting

repeated interviews with the families of victims drove home just how dif-
ficult, and important, it is to retain journalistic objectivity even while tem-
pering it with sympathy for those about whom we are writing. Dealing with
harassment and personal threats as a result of my coverage, as well as hav-

ing to report on attacks against fellow journalists (including some who are
personal friends), reminded me that while we in the press are required to be
detached, outside observers, we can all too easily become the story if some-
thing goes wrong.

By MYRON LOVE

While enjoying the comforts of her spacious home and spending
time ordering food on-line occasionally, Dr. Cathy Moser says
that she felt a strong sense of guilt  complaining about quaranti-

ning, pandemic restrictions, and limitations imposed  as a result of Covid.
“So many in our city are experiencing so much more - including home-
lessness and hunger,” she observes.  “ My heart went also went out to
restaurant owners who have given us their blood, sweat and tears over the
years - creating a city that is known for our restaurant scene.”

With increasingly higher numbers of people in need and restaurant fore-
closures imminent, she thought of a plan that could help both. Moser
recruited long-time friend and collaborator Gail Thau in a new initiative, in
conjunction with restaurateur   Benjamin Nasberg, which they hope will
help struggling restaurants as well as those struggling with poverty and
hunger. The concept would build on an effort that Nasberg, the founder of
Fast Fired by Carbone, was already working on as part of the Restaurant
Emergency Support Fund (RESF), in association  with SSCOPE (Self-
Starting Creative Opportunities for People in Employment).

SSCOPE, Moser notes, is a non-profit, registered charity that provides
employment to the homeless and those living with mental health illness
through environmentally friendly social enterprise ventures.  The organiza-
tion also strives to provide safe housing along with a supportive environ-
ment  to help provide its clients with a fresh start and long term plan of
action.

Within Moser and Thau’s plan, participants would buy a certificate for a
special meal from a restaurant of one’s choice - maybe for one’s family or
for employees of a business. 

To initiate the process, Moser explains, go to the Sscope website
(www.sscope.org) and where it says 'Additional Instructions', write "RESF
and the name of your restaurant of choice.   If the RESF option does not
appear under Additional Instructions, simply make the donation in full and
email   fundraise@fastfired.ca  with information about your
restaurant choice. Then send a copy to gail.thau@shaw.ca.

“We  will send you a certificate or gift card for the restaurant of your
choice, and we will try to arrange a special meal from that restaurant. We
will be working with restaurateurs over the next months to make your
meals a little more special... but it will take time for us to that.  In the inter-
im, you can order off the regular menu (for larger donations of $1000.00
total or more, we will find an excellent restaurant that will give you a spe-
cial meal). 

“You will send us double the amount of money that you want to spend
on your meal -   half will be  tax-deductible - and you will receive a tax
receipt from SSCOPE.  

SSCOPE will deliver meals to those in need.
When it comes to helping their sister Winnipeggers, Thau and Moser

form a dynamic duo in crafting creative initiatives, both together and sep-
arately.   Together, they have participated in CancerCare Manitoba
Foundation Challenge for Life as members of Serratus Superstars, one of
the teams that has been walking the Challenge for Life since the Challenge
inception in 2008.   Serratus Superstars is perennially among the top ten
fundraising teams taking part in the challenge – a result of both team cap-
tain Moser’s success in recruiting a large number of team members and
some of her supplementary fundraising initiatives, including  concerts and
garage and bake sales. 

When the effects of this pandemic first began to be felt last spring, Thau
learned that water fountains in schools were to be off-limits.   “Students
were being encouraged to bring water bottles to school,” she says, “but, in
underprivileged areas, there are many kids who may not have water bot-
tles.”

On her own, she ordered enough water bottles to fulfill the needs of stu-
dents at Hugh John MacDonald School.

She also put out a call to friends to contribute art and cleaning supplies
for Willow Place, a women’s shelter, to meet the shelter’s increased needs
due to more women being in need during the pandemic and the more rig-
orous daily cleaning required.

“I was expecting to maybe fill half a van,” she reports.   “I was over-
whelmed by the response.  There were enough supplies donated to fill four
vans.”

Moser, for her part, set out in the spring to collect sporting equipment for
children in need for summer activities as the usual phys-ed and summer
sports programs were cancelled.  “I borrowed my brother’s truck and put it
in our driveway,” she says. “When it was full, he drove the truck to schools
in the north end.”

Moser put out another call to action to amass women’s products, baby
food and diapers for the West Central Resource Centre. Friends responded
immediately, and filled a truck that was gratefully unloaded by West
Central staff.

Returning to Thau and Moser’s new project, Moser says that “we had
been trying to come up with an idea for two or three months.  We were try-
ing to find a restaurant to partner with.   We touched base with Benjamin
(Nasberg). He was already working with SSCOPE and out us in touch with
the organization.”

Moser has already backed up her words with action.  The long time psy-
chologist reports that she and her partner, Dr. Jay Greenfeld, just bought
$1,600 worth of gift cards for their staff.

“We usually have a staff lunch over the holidays,” Moser says.  “Since
we can’t do the lunch this year, we are giving out the gift cards instead.

“Gail and I hope that this initiative takes off.”
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New plan developed by Community fundraisers Cathy Moser 
& Gail Thau aims to help both struggling restaurants and the needy

Predictions
(Continued from page 12.)

Continued on page 14. See “Predictions”.



14 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, January 6, 2021

Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust 
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of
Yiddish column

Nathan Cohens’s book “Yiddish- The Linguistic
Leap: From a Common  Dialect to a Cultural and
Literary Language’’ (in Hebrew) is a massive and
detailed description of how a hated and ridiculed
dialect became a modern  respected literary tool. By
examining Yiddish newspapers, publishing compa-
nies, libraries, popular literature, and how to do
books, Cohen showcases the richness of Yiddish pri-
vate endeavors in Eastern Europe. Happy New Year! 

 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in  to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30
PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or
online at ckjs.com 
On January 10th and 17th Rochelle Zucker will host the
show.  
You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

What’s on your
radar for 2021? Like
last year, 2021 is
beginning in Israel

with an election looming that could determine whether
the country’s longest-serving prime minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, stays in power. Netanyahu is facing what
looks like his most formidable political threat with the
formation of a new party led by a former ally, Gideon
Saar, as well as serious legal troubles and deep public
anger over his handling of the pandemic. 

If Netanyahu loses power, the religious right in Israel
could see its power blunted and the religious status quo
in the country may be shattered in an unprecedented
way. The haredi community will also have to reckon
with its handling of the pandemic, which many saw as
a failure, as well as the rabbinic leadership’s growing
fears of young people defecting from the community.

Gabe Friedman is deputy managing editor and cov-
ers arts and culture.

What’s your takeaway from 2020? It’s going to be a
weird and windy road back to normal in the arts, culture
and food worlds in 2021 and beyond. The Warner Bros.
move to stream all of its 2021 movie releases at the
same time they debut in theaters provoked outrage, but
it was also a sobering reminder of how long companies
expect the effects of the pandemic to linger throughout
the upcoming year. So if you still don’t enjoy experi-
encing your favorite Jewish artists’ work at home, or
ordering from your favorite Israeli restaurant as take-
out, there is plenty of time to get used to it.

In terms of specific works, there isn’t a ton of big-
ticket content to preview for now — such as a Nicole
Krauss novel that takes place in Israel or a Hanukkah
album from Haim — but in our new world of pandem-
ic delays and shifts, surprise releases are almost
ensured. For pop and rap fans, there should be new
Bleachers (Jack Antonoff) and Drake albums. Actor
Timothee Chalamet should become more of a house-
hold name through his star turn in the sci-fi epic
“Dune.” Same for Ansel Elgort, who will star in Steven
Spielberg’s big-screen remake of “West Side Story.”
I’m looking forward to “Red Notice,” a comedic thriller
starring my favorite Israeli Gal Gadot, alongside Ryan
Reynolds and Dwayne Johnson.

What’s on your radar for 2021? I think we all learned
that online programming works incredibly well in some
areas and fails completely in others. For example, thou-
sands of people have engaged in new areas of Jewish
learning and explored institutions they didn’t have
access to before, like Jewish museums in foreign coun-
tries. But live performances — especially those of the
most engaging, theatrical kind — don’t translate well
through pixels.

Predictions
(Continued from page 13.)
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What is ‘Schmuck Insurance’?
Introduction: This column by Irwin Lipnowski

first appeared in our March 6, 2013 issue. Irwin
suggested that given Donald Trump’s apparent

financial troubles, it
would be appropriate
to republish his
orginal column.

Does a good
r e p u t a t i o n
have econom-

ic value? The answer
is clearly ‘yes’. Quite

apart from the fact that individuals generally
value the respect and admiration of others, a
reputation for honesty by two parties to a trans-
action can save them the cost of engaging the
services of a lawyer to design an enforceable
contract, not to mention the expense of pursu-
ing legal remedies if the other party breaches the contract. For this very rea-
son, a businessman with an unsavory reputation may be shunned like the
plague. Does a reputation for shrewdness in business have value beyond
the esteem in which such a person is held? Again, the answer is ‘yes’ since
a savvy businessman is an attractive potential partner. 

The strong aversion to appearing foolish in the business community goes
a long way toward explaining the emergence of ‘Schmuck Insurance’.
What is ‘Schmuck Insurance’? It is a contract between a buyer and seller
of an asset that requires the buyer, for a specified period of time, to share
with the seller any profits that the buyer might realize from reselling (‘flip-
ping’) the asset. The intent of such a contract is to spare the seller the
embarrassment of looking like a fool (or in colloquial terms, a schmuck)
for having sold at too low a price. The British use a linguistically more
refined term for ‘Schmuck Insurance’: they call it ‘Anti-Embarrassment
Insurance’. 

To illustrate the risk to the reputation of a seller who does not carry
‘Schmuck Insurance’, consider the sale in 2004 of the New York Times
headquarters – a 15-story tower at 229 West 43rd Street in New York City –
to Tishman Spreyer Properties LP for $175 million. A mere three years
later, Tishman Speyer Properties resold the building for $525 million,
exactly triple its original price. The identity of the person who negotiated
the original sale on behalf of the New York Times became a closely guard-
ed secret in order to shield him from ridicule. 

The most famous case of litigation over ‘Schmuck Insurance’ involved a
deal between two high profile financiers, Bill Ackman and Carl Icahn. In
2003, Ackman’s hedge fund sold Icahn shares in Hallwood Realty Partners

for $80 per share. Ackman
had paid $60 per share, but
he ran into some financial
problems and needed cash.
Because Ackman was con-
vinced that the shares would
increase in value, he negoti-
ated ‘Schmuck Insurance’
with Icahn. If Icahn resold
the shares within three years
at a price exceeding $88,
Icahn would split the profit
with Ackman. 

It happened that in 2004,
Hallwood merged with
another firm and paid
Hallwood shareholders

$136.39 per share. Icahn claimed that he did not actually sell
the shares and therefore he had no legal obligation to split the profit he had
realized with Ackman. Ackman disagreed, claiming that since Ichan no
longer owned the stock, he had indeed sold his shares, at least implicitly.
So Ackman sued Icahn for breach of contract, claiming more than $5 mil-
lion. Ackman ultimately prevailed after seven years of protracted litigation
and was awarded almost $9 million, which included accrued interest. The
two have remained bitter enemies. Ackman’s legal victory is a testament to
the value of ‘Schmuck Insurance’ and the legal enforceability of this type
of insurance contract.

The term ‘Schmuck Insurance’ originated in New York real estate circles.
Real estate magnate Donald Trump routinely includes a variant of
‘Schmuck Insurance’ whenever he sells a property. Buyers must undertake
not to resell the property for five years. Trump’s rationale for insisting on
‘Schmuck Insurance’ is to protect his “brand” which portrays him as a bril-
liant deal-maker. As host of the reality T.V. show “The Celebrity
Apprentice”, Trump will not risk being bested in a real estate deal.
However, given Trump’s abusive behaviour on the show – where he sum-
marily dismisses shocked contestants by shouting “You’re fired!” – it is
highly likely that Trump would still be considered a ‘schmuck’, with or
without insurance. 

What “The Donald” (as he was affectionately called by his ex-wife)
apparently fails to grasp is that through the richness of the Yiddish lan-
guage, the word ‘schmuck’ is endowed with several meanings, only one of
which is ‘dupe’ or ‘fool’. So while ‘Schmuck Insurance’ can preserve
Trump’s reputation for business acumen, it utterly fails to shield him from
being considered a ‘schmuck’ in several other senses of that word.

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI

Jared Kushner’s company plans to raise $100
million in Israel bonds 

By GABE FRIEDMAN 
Dec. 30, 2020  (JTA) — Jared Kushner’s family real estate business

wants to raise at least $100 million in capital through Israel’s bond market,
according to papers filed near the end of his tenure as President Donald
Trump’s main Israel and Middle East adviser.

The Wall Street Journal, which reported the news first on Tuesday, said
Kushner Cos. would sell the bonds on the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange.

“The company has had years of success working with Israeli institutions
as both a borrower and a partner,” a company spokesman was quoted as
saying in the Journal.

During his four years as a senior adviser to Trump, his father-in-law, and
a leader of the administration’s Middle East policy team, Kushner has been
accused of using his political position for his company’s financial gain
through multiple loans that Kushner Cos. or close business allies have
received through government lenders.

Kushner Cos., which the Journal reported owns billions of dollars worth
of U.S. properties — apartments, office buildings and commercial — has
carried over $1 billion in debt for years.

Although Kushner sold the majority of his stake in the company to fam-
ily members at the beginning of Trump’s term, some commentators insist
that conflicts of interest have persisted. He has also been accused of wield-
ing his foreign policy power to influence his company’s position.

The timing of the Israel bonds move could give Kushner’s critics more
ammunition, the Journal and Bloomberg report. Kushner has helped spear-
head a series of moves that have been applauded by the conservative pro-
Israel community, including moving the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem from
Tel Aviv and recognizing Israeli sovereignty in disputed areas such as the
Golan Heights. Kushner also has close ties to Israel’s prime minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Kushner Cos. was founded by Jared’s father, Charles, who was convict-
ed of fraud, tax evasion and witness tampering in a 2004 case that involved
paying a prostitute to seduce his brother. He was pardoned by Trump last
week.

Carl Icahn and Bill Ackman
faced off in 2013 in a memorable
feud. Ackman had bought
“Schmuck Insurance” in case
Icahn would make him look
foolish down the road - which
Icahn did.

Donald Trump routinely
included a variant of
“Schmuck Insurance” when-
ever he sold a property in
order to protect his brand as
a brilliant deal-maker.

University of London refunds tuition to Canadian
Jewish student who complained of anti-Semitism

(JTA) — The University of London refunded tuition it received from a
Canadian-Jewish student who dropped out due to alleged anti-Semitic
harassment.

The $20,000 refund granted to Noah Lewis this month by the School of
Oriental and African Studies follows an apology, as well as $680 in com-
pensation that he was offered last year for what he alleged in a complaint.

Lewis, who began studying at the university in 2018, said that classmates
called him a “Nazi” and “white supremacist” after he said he would write
an academic paper about “systemic biases” against Israel at the United
Nations, he wrote in the letter.

At the School of Oriental and African Studies, anti-Semitic graffiti and
symbols were found on lockers, desks and toilet walls targeting “Zionists,”
he also alleged in his May 2019 complaint, in which he requested the
tuition refund.

A school panel apologized to him for the “emotional trauma … experi-
enced due to the perceived antisemitic discrimination which he had to
endure” and offered the $680 compensation, but did not recommend
returning his tuition.

Lewis, aided by UK Lawyers for Israel and the Lawfare Project,
appealed the panel’s decision, leading to the refund.

The appeal panel said that Lewis’ original complaint may require exter-
nal reinvestigation, as its handling “had not been adequate.”

A university spokesperson told The Guardian for an article published
Tuesday that the School of Oriental and African Studies “is extremely con-
cerned about any allegations of antisemitism at our school. Diversity is key
to the Soas mission and we want all our students to feel welcome and sup-
ported in their studies.”
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Temple Shalom 1077 Grant Ave Winnipeg  204 453 1625 
templeshalomwinnipeg.ca/             204 453 1625             tshalom1@gmail.com 

I am a Jew because the message of Judaism is the oldest 
and the newest.                     Edmund Fleg… 1927 

Egalitarian - Inclusive 

Programs for Adults via Zoom 

Crafternoon 
Thursdays January 21 and February 11  2:30 p.m. 

January: weaver’s studio tour, demonstration, discussion 

Judaic Treasures: A Conversation 
Saturday January 16   7:30 p.m. 

Share a meaningful piece of Judaica 

Brunch & Learn: The Art of Prayer 
with Rabbi Allan Finkel 

Sundays: 10:30 a.m. January 24; February 21; March TBA 

Rabbi Allan’s Café 
Saturday  February  6   7:30 p.m. 

Tu B’shevat: Contemporary Views of our Environmental New Year 

Trivia Night 
Saturday February 20  7:30 p.m. 

For Information on the above programs  & to register 
call the Temple office 204 453 1625 or email 

templeshalomrsvp@gmail.com 

Shalom Super Stars!  for the Junior Set via Zoom 
Creative activities for ages 2 to 6    Sundays 1 pm 

For information & to register email   templeec@outlook.com

Please Join us on Facebook for�
Kabbalat Shabbat Services�

Fridays at 6:15

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

e
w

 bwe J amI a
e ne thdna

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

mg

e

siaduf J oega
t.

sse me thesuace
sew FlddnumdE

ivlus Incn -iaralitgaE

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

7
t 

7
sedl oe ths i

29 1…ge

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

ys 

goPr

arsduhT
veaewry:aunJa

iaduJ

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

n

ooZaivtsludArfosmarg

oonrftearC
211ry arubeFdna12ry aunJa
,noitrastnmoed,ruotoidusts ’rve

tiasrevnoCA: serusaerTci

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

m.

mo

.p03:
nossiscuid

noti

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

Sa
reaSh

cnurB

03:01ys:adnSu

Sa
etnoC:tvaeshB’uT

Sa

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

g
2

m..p03:761ry aunJay ardutSa
caiadJufoceeiplufgninameare

yaPrf ot rAehT: nraeL&hc
lkeniinFFinalAlllibbaRhtthiwwi

12ry arubeF;42ry aunJam..a0

féaCs’nallAibbaR
m..p03:76ry arubeFy ardut

menroviEnr uofos weiVry raomp

thiNaiviTr
m..p03:702

g
ry arubeFy ardutSa

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

ca

rey

BATrchMa;

raeYYeweNlatnme

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

Please Join us on Facebook for

i
T
e

e
ct
& 

trmaoffonIr oF
ehtllca
t

pSuupmolaSh
aveitareC
noitrmaofnir oF

Kabbalat Shabbat Services

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

Please Join us on Facebook for

og

m

!
a

l

t& ms ragro
e

pveobaehtnonoi
r o5261354402ceiffffoelmpeTTe

co.limag@mrsvpolashelmpe

srrsStare t SeroinuJethrfo
dnSu6ot2s egar offos eitviict

imaer estigreot& c@eelmpet

Kabbalat Shabbat Services

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

Please Join us on Facebook for

rg

m
m 

m

estigre
l

o
imae

ooZaivt 
p1ys 

cok.ooltuoc@

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

olaShelmpeTTe
.gepinnimwolashelmpet

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

4402gepinniWveAAvtnraG7701m o
/ca              204 453 1625             sht

Fridays at 6:15

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

5261354
mco.limag@m1olash

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

         
 

                      

 

     

 
      

     

   
     

      

    
    

       

   
       

      

  
    

       
        

 

         
        

     

�
�

Ben-Gurion University SOS campaign
raises more than $6 million 

to provide 20% of students with 
Corona financial aid packages

BEER-SHEVA, Israel, December 28, 2020 – Ben-Gurion University of
the Negev (BGU) has exceeded its $6 million goal for the SOS Support
Our Students Campaign. 

As a result of the local and worldwide campaign, some 4,000 students —
20% of the student body —received financial aid packages so they could
continue their studies. 

The pandemic forced classes to be taught remotely and BGU began its
academic year amid the country’s second COVID-19 lockdown.
Unfortunately, the pandemic also caused many of the students to lose their
employment and jeopardized their ongoing studies. 

Recognizing that students might have to postpone their education or even
drop out, BGU President Prof. Daniel Chamovitz launched the local and
international SOS campaign to “Save the Class of COVID-19,” asking all
its local and worldwide supporters to participate. 

“Early on in the pandemic, we were concerned that many of our students
would drop out because of the transition to online classes and the financial
crisis. However, BGU able to ensure that not a single student dropped out
or had to postpone their studies. In fact, we saw a 10% increase in new stu-
dent enrollment due in part to the success of the SOS campaign — a cam-
paign that was so successful because of our network of associate organiza-
tions around the world and here in Israel,” says Prof. Chamovitz. 

“Our worldwide and Israel associates did a fantastic job exceeding our
fundraising goal of $6 million,” says Jeff Kaye, BGU’s Vice President of
Public Affairs and Resource Development, “This was not a simple mission
– the pandemic has depressed economies worldwide – but thanks to the
professionalism and caring of our associates, BGU’s students can continue
to work towards bright futures.”

Israel delivers second Iron Dome 
battery to US Army

“I am certain that the system will help the U.S. military in protecting
American troops from ballistic and airborne threats,” says Israeli

Defense Minister Benny Gantz.

By LILACH
SHOVAl

Jan. 3, 2021 / Israel
Hayom) Israel has
delivered a second
Iron Dome system to
the U.S. military, the
Israeli Defense
Ministry announced
on Sunday. 

The first was deliv-
ered at the end of
September. 

This “once again
proves the close ties between Israel’s Defense Ministry and the U.S.
Department of Defense, the effectiveness of the system against various
threats and the excellent technological capabilities of Israeli industry,” said
Defense Minister Benny Gantz. 

“I am certain that the system will help the U.S. military in protecting
American troops from ballistic and airborne threats, as well as from devel-
oping threats in the areas where U.S. troops are deployed on various mis-
sions,” he added.

In August 2019, the Israeli Defense Ministry and the U.S. Defense
Department signed an agreement for Israel to supply American military
forces with two Iron Dome systems. The first was delivered in September
and is being installed in the U.S. Both systems were delivered on time.

Israel’s Rafael Advanced Defense Systems develops and manufactures
the Iron Dome system in conjunction with Israel Aerospace Industries
ELTA Systems, which developed and manufactures the system’s MMR
radar, and mPrest, which supplies Iron Dome’s control and monitoring sys-
tems.

A view of the Iron Dome air-defense system.
Credit: Rafael Advanced Defense Systems.


