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Proposal by College of Physicians and Surgeons to have all
circumcisions performed in medical clinics unleashes storm
of reaction – then College quickly amends its proposal

By BERNIE BELLAN

I
t began with an emailed message sent out by Jewish Federation CEO
Elaine Goldstine to members of the community on July 13. 

In her message, Goldstine informed recipients that the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Manitoba had issued a draft proposal that, if
accepted, would prevent any circumcisions from being performed any-
where other than in a “medical clinic”.

The proposal, however, did not include any specific reference to the
Jewish tradition of “brit milah”, which has traditionally been performed in
a home setting.

According to Goldstine, “If brought into force, this draft as it is current-
ly worded would therefore make the performance of a brit milah by a
physician outside of a medical clinic a violation of the College’s Standard
of Practice.   Even though the Draft Standard by the College has been in the
public domain for approximately one month, the Jewish Federation was
only made aware of its contents yesterday” (July 12). 

Further, according to Goldstine, “  The Jewish Federation immediately

reached out to the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Manitoba to dis-
cuss the matter. Based on those discussions, this was unintentional.”

Subsequent to Goldstine’s email to members of the Jewish community,
the Winnipeg Council of Rabbis sent a letter to the College of Physicians
and Surgeons, also indicating strident opposition to what was perceived as
the College’s new policy governing circumcisions.

In the letter, which was penned by Rabbi Allan Finkel of Temple Shalom,
the Council enumerated a number of points, all of which detailed the long
history of circumcision within the Jewish community.

B’nai Brith Canada also joined in the opposition to the College’s propos-
al, noting that “If enacted, this would constitute a significant infringement
on the important Jewish lifecycle event of brit milah. Jewish circumcisions
are typically family events hosted in homes or synagogues, involving a cel-
ebratory meal, blessings and speeches. None of these can practically take
place in a medical clinic or hospital.

“In correspondence with B’nai Brith, the CPSM has clarified that pur-
suant to Manitoba law,
non-CPSM members

Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion University hold 
online gala event featuring Shira Haas of 

“Shtisel” and “Unorthodox” fame
By BERNIE BELLAN

Shira Haas may be
only 26 years old,
but she has

already become one of
Israel’s best known
actors, having starred
as an Orthodox Jew in
both “Shtisel” and
“Unorthodox”. (In real
life Shira is not
Orthodox, by the way.)

On Wednesday, July
7th, Canadian
Associates of Ben
Gurion University pre-
sented a cross-Canada
online event promot-
ing brain research at
Ben Gurion
University, during
which Senator Linda Frum, who was in Toronto, took a leaf from her late mother, Barbara Frum’s
playbook, and interviewed Shira Haas, who was in Tel Aviv, in what turned out to be an enjoy-
able and quite interesting 40 minutes back and forth.

In introducing the event, CABGU National CEO Mark Mendelson said that the event had raised
a total of $850,000 toward brain research at BGU.

Mendelson also noted that last year’s “Support our Students” campaign had also raised $1.4
million starting in the spring of 2020 – when Covid was taking an especially heavy toll in Israel.
The funds raised were used to allow students at the university to remain in school rather than hav-
ing to drop out due to financial constraints brought about by Covid.

“Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion University” is “the number one Israel based organization
in Canada,” Mendelson said.

Proceeds from the gala event will “fund research into neuro-degenerative disease,” Mendelson
explained, including Epilepsy, ALS, Alzheimer’s,

(Continued on page 8 . See “Circumcision”.)

Screenshot of the CABGU gala event featuring Shira Haas - from
top left clockwise: Senator Linda Frum (who interviewed Shira
Haas, who was in Israel); Shira Haas; CABGU Manitoba Co-Chair
Aaron Migie; and BGU President Daniel Chamovitz. 

(Continued on page 17. See “CABGU”.

The Zlotowski Centre for Neuroscience at  
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev is leading 
the way in the science of the nervous system

Zach Ostrove, Executive Director 
Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion University 

zachostrove@bengurion.ca  
or 204-942-7347 

To learn more about the innovative and  
out-of-the-box research happening at BGU 

www.bengurion.ca
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Community news

LIVE from the Lot!
Outdoor concert series at Gwen Secter

$10 per person Call to register
204 -339-1701$54 for all 7 Concerts

All in person programs will adhere to strict COVID safety guidelines.

LIMITED
SEATING

Concerts performed outdoors
under a tent to protect you 

from sun and rain

Wednesdays 
July 14 – August 25
2 time slots 11 am and 1 pm

Transportation

available upon request

Produced by Karla Berbrayer

Chase Winnicky Elliot Lazar

The Sadler Sisters Mal Magorel

Orit Shimoni

Rochelle Kives

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre is proud to announce their
all -new outdoor concert series, taking place in the Gwen Secter
parking lot, under the big tent! With a full sound system and a
roster of outstanding performers, Live from the Lot is produced
by Karla Berbrayer.  Concerts take place every Wednesday in
July and August. The same concert will be presented twice each
Wednesday, at 11:00 am and 1:00 pm, to allow for more audi-
ence attendees while adhering to all Covid protocols. 

The series launched July 14 with the fabulous duo of Paul De
Gurse on keyboard and Simon Miron, singer. Their musical
medley included a wide variety of Gershwin melodies, giving
the audience a great opening to the outdoor live music season. 

On July 21, Orit Shimoni, an Israeli Canadian, will accompa-
ny herself on guitar and accordion in a solo performance.  Orit
connects with diverse audiences through her poignant, eloquent
songs, and engaging stories.  Her smooth but powerful voice and
enchanting melodies go straight to the heart.  

On July 28, actor, singer, dancer and cabaret artist Chase
Winnicky will be accompanied by the talented Rachel
Cameron on keys. This duo will present a cabaret style concert
featuring songs from Broadway musicals.

August 4th will showcase the duo of Elliot Lazar, vocals,
with Indra Egan, on keyboard. Elliot has performed in theatre,
film, opera, and concert. His presentation for Gwen Secter will
highlight the Yiddish theatre of 2nd Avenue, New York. 

August 11th will bring The Sadler Sisters - Elizabeth and
Ashleigh – to the Gwen Secter stage. The Sadler Sisters per-
form a mixture of pop and jazz covers.  They will be accompa-

nied by Kasey Kurtz, on guitar. Singing in choirs was the main
source of their vocal training while growing up in a close-knit
family. Elizabeth and Ashleigh recently graduated with a
Bachelor of Music in Jazz Studies from the University of
Manitoba. 

On August 18, Mal Magorel, singer, will perform with Rick
Boughton on keyboard. Mal is a singer/songwriter with a
dynamic presence.  Accompanied by the extremely talented
Rick Boughton, this duo will perform jazz standards, Motown,
and a smattering of Yiddish.

To close out the Live from the Lot season on August 25th, we
have the fabulous trio of Rochelle Kives, singer, with Ruslan
Rusin on upright bass, and the very talented Paul De Gurse on
keyboard.

Rochelle is an accomplished singer/actor who met her musi-
cian husband Ruslan while performing on cruise ships.  Expect
some Rogers and Hammerstein, Barbara Streisand, and other
Broadway musical gems.

To register for Live from the Lot, please contact the Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre at 204 339 1701.  Tickets are $10
per person.  Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre sends a huge
thank you to Manitoba Arts Council for their very generous sup-
port of Live from the Lot. 

Gwen Secter thanks the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg for
their ongoing support, and the Jewish Foundation for assisting in
transportation to the events throughout the outdoor summer con-
cert series.  

Live from the Lot: Outdoor Concert Series at Gwen Secter
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14th annual Cancercare Manitoba Foundation Challenge for Life returning on August 5

Community news

By MYRON LOVE

The 14th annual Cancercare Manitoba Foundation Challenge for Life
20KM walk (or 200-minute workout) is back again at its new time –
as a result  of Covid 19 – with several members of our Jewish com-

munity once more playing an active role.
As with last year, participants this year are walking in small groups cov-

ering the same distance over  two weeks from August 5-17.
“Nineteen people are diagnosed with

cancer every day,’ says participant Jason
Gisser.  “Fifty percent of Manitobans will
be touched by cancer at some point in their
lives.”

Gisser has experienced a more intimate
and longer-lasting relationship with cancer
than many of the other Challenge for Life
participants.  The son of David Gisser and
Freda Steel was first diagnosed with can-
cer when he was 18. The still young
lawyer has been fighting cancer for half
his life now.  Happily, an oral chemothera-
py pill he has been taking for the past two
years has controlled his cancer and allowed
him to return to living a normal life.

He first took up the Challenge in 2019 as a way to give back for all the
help that he has received over the years from CancerCare Manitoba staff.
This year, thus far, he has personally brought in over $4,000 while his team
-  also consisting of Debbie Abraham, Nora Fien, Marcia Knight, Lois
Tessier and Candace Weselowski  - has raised about $5,600 – good for fifth
place overall.

On Saturday, August 8, Gisser will be fulfilling his Challenge obligations
with a 20 km walk encompassing Fort Whyte, Assiniboine Forest and
Assiniboine Park.  He says that he will be keeping supporters up to date as
to his and his team’s progress.  

Several other members of
our Jewish community are
also making their presence
felt. 

“Once again this year’s
top-ranked “Jewish” team is
Nancy’s Nightingales with
about $10,000 raised as of
mid-July.  “We were pleas-
antly surprised that many
people donated more this
year,” says team captain
Louise Raber.  “We were a
little concerned that some of
our past contributors may
have been inversely affected
financially by the pandem-
ic.”

For 2021, long time team
members Connie Botelho,
Joanne Katz, Harriet
Lyons and Louise Raber
and third year member
Rhonda Youell have been joined by original team members Heather Cram
and Susan Lipnowski. 

The“Nightingales” were named after a nurse - a cancer survivor – who is
a friend of Louise Raber  - and have been part of the Challenge for Life
since the beginning 14 years ago. 

Close behind Nancy’s
Nightingales – in third place in
funds raised thus far is Team
Schvesters. So far, the
“Shvesters” have raised about
$8,000 – as of mid-July – and
team captain Benji Harvey her-
self has brought in $4,500 in
donations –9th most among indi-
vidual participants.

Since the beginning of the
Challenge for Life, Team
Schvesters has raised a total of
$246,060 with Benjii Harvey
accounting for just under
$55,000 (including donations
received as of mid-July this year.

The team was founded by the “Greenfeld girls”, Harvey and her sisters,
Lesly Katz and Debby Lewis. Two of the sisters had been diagnosed with
breast cancer.

This year, Harvey notes, the team members are Benji, Lesly and Deb,
Kim Gray and Jody van de Vijsel. 

Team Shvesters members focus on the 200 plus minute workout as much
as the 20km walk.  As with last year, the team members will combine a 15
km walk with a 30 minute upper body core workout and 30 minute yoga
stretch.

“We are a small but heartfelt team,” Harvey says.   “Even though COVID
has changed the event there are still lots of teams participating in their own
way - which is fantastic.” 

P e r e n n i a l
f u n d r a i s i n g
dynamo Serratus
Superstars have
also been walking
the Challenge for
Life since the
Challenge incep-
tion in 2008.
Team captain
Cathy Moser
reported in an
interview with
the JP&N last year that the group had raised over $450,000.00 in those
years - through donations, garage sales, concerts, and bake sales. 

This year’s team makeup however is much reduced from previous years.
Two years ago, there were 25 walkers under the Serratus Superstars ban-
ner. This year, the team numbers eight – Moser and her husband, Jeff
Itzkow, Faren Bernstein, Sharon Goszer-Tritt, Steve Moscovitch, Monica
Newman, Bernie Rubenstein and Harriet Zimmer.

Moser however remains undaunted. She has raised over $2,500 thus far
and the team as a whole has brought in just under $5,400 – good for 7th
place among teams. 

“We have raised over $425,000.00 over the past 11 years - and hope to
make it to at least $450,000.00 this year,” she says. 

She adds that “we are looking for team members - if you want to invest
in your future, email Cathy Moser at cathy.g.moser@gmail.com..

Rocky Pollack’s wife, Sharon, fought
cancer for 14 years before her passing in
2012. During that time, both Sharon and
Rocky came to appreciate the care that she
received from Cancercare Manitoba and
they both became actively involved in the
organization and the foundation. Rocky
has served in a number of positions with
the organization over the years and has
participated in the Challenge for Life for
the last several years as well.

Last year, the retired Provincial Court
Judge and his Team No Judgment (which
included 12 of his colleagues) raised just
under $6000.  “We are going to be doing a number of mini competitions to
provide our team members with additional motivation,” he says.  “Our goal
is to raise more money than last year.”

Sister Act’s team once again this year is
composed of Pearl Rosenberg and her daugh-
ters, Cindy Yusim and Brenda Dahle. 

Pearl Rosenberg, 87 is most likely the
Challenge for Life’s oldest participant.  She
lost two daughters to cancer within about a year
of each other. Naomi Palansky passed away in
2010 and Michelle Moyer in 2011.  Brenda
Dahle notes that Naomi walked with her fami-
ly in the first Challenge For Life Walk.

(And, readers may recall that Naomi’s chil-
dren, Noah and Lexi, started their own team of
walkers, “Kids Count”, shortly after their
mother received her cancer diagnosis.)

“I started taking part in the Challenge for Life
on Team Chai in 2008,” Dahle says. “I continue to take part in the 20 k
walk with my mom and sister Cindy Yusim, in memory of our sisters whose
love, strength, and courage continue to inspire us.”With the Challenge due
to Covid restrictions again being an individual rather than a group effort,
Dahle reports that she and her mother will be walking a little bit every day
between August 5 and 17th in Kildonan Park while  her sister will be meet-
ing her obligations through cycling.

“Our goal this year is to raise  $3,000,” Dahle says.  “My mother has
already raised more than $1,000 herself (as of mid July).”

Readers can make donations to their preferred team by going online to
and clicking on Challengeforlife.ca.

Jason Gisser

“Nancy’s Nightingales” - top left to right:
Susan Lipnowski, Rhonda Youell,
Connie Botelho, Joanne Katz
Front left to right: Heather Cram,
Harriet Lyons, Louise Raber

3 members of “Team Schvesters” (l-
r): Benji Harvey, Kim Grey, &
Debbie Lewis

“Serratus Superstars” (l-r): Sheila Kercheff,
Harriet Zimmer, Sharon Goszer-Tritt, Bernie
Rubinstein, Cathy Moser, Jeff Itzkow 

Rocky Pollack

“Sister Act” (l-r):
Brenda Dahle, Pearl
Rosenberg, Cindy
Yusim



That was a rather strange series of events we
saw ensue over a four-day period having to
do with regulations surrounding circumci-

sion in Manitoba.
Starting with an email sent out by Elaine

Goldstine, CEO of the Jewish Federation, to
members of the community on Tuesday, July 13,
and ending with a clarification by the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Manitoba on its

website on Friday, July 16, there was much consternation in various quar-
ters over what the College seemed to be proposing.

In the end, it seems that what it all boiled down to was a case of mem-
bers of the College responsible for issuing rules as they apply to medical
procedures simply having overlooked the fact that most Jewish circumci-
sions are still carried out within the home, rather than in a medical clinic.

It was hardly an instance where battle lines were being drawn and two
sides were getting ready to engage in a full-on dispute – much as other
media might have wanted to depict the situation. Rather, it was more a case
in which members of the College did not even consider how a proposal
would have a direct impact upon a Jewish tradition and, once they were
made aware of the ramifications of that proposal, quickly amended it.

One wonders whether a quiet behind-the-scenes consultation between the
Jewish Federation and the College might have averted what became a
short-lived, but quite sensational news story. 

At the same time, there are two aspects to what the College was propos-
ing insofar as requiring circumcisions to be performed within a medical
clinic that deserve to be addressed: One is that the apparent motivation for
the College in attempting to enforce stricter rules concerning circumcisions
was a result of botched procedures performed by a Muslim physician when
he performed some circumcisions. But – he performed those procedures
within his own clinic! So, nothing in the College’s proposal would have
had any effect on any physician who may not be fully competent to perform
the procedure.

The second aspect of what the College was proposing was that it would
not have affected the ability of a “mohel” who is not a physician to perform
circumcisions within a home setting.

For years the mohel in Winnipeg was the late Reverend Mordecai
Charloff, who was followed by the late Salomon Benarroch, neither of
whom were physicians. As I recall, Charloff got himself into trouble a few
times when things went wrong with circumcisions, but my evidence is
anecdotal. I remember hearing him say, when asked how many circumci-
sions he had performed over the years here, “over 10,000”. (He was prone
to exaggeration, however.) I suppose we’re fortunate now that we’ve had a
series of Jewish physicians who have taken over the role of “mohel” for
quite some time now.

Thus, even if the intent of the College of Physicians and Surgeons was to
insure that circumcisions would be performed in a safe and competent
manner going forward, there would really have been nothing in what was
being proposed that would have actually insured that would be the case. By
the way, in researching this topic I was rather surprised to read that, while
circumcision is considered a mandatory ritual among Muslims, there is no
particular age at which it is required to be done. In fact, many Muslims wait

for the onset of puberty
before getting circumcised –
which was a contributing
factor in the botched proce-
dures performed here by a
Muslim doctor.

Elsewhere in this issue we
have an article (on page 7)
about the relatively high
number of Jews in the United
States who now consider
Israel to be an “apartheid
state”. That figure may come
as a shock to many readers,
but it is only one more indi-
cation how much attitudes
toward Israel among Jews in
the United States especially,
but also quite likely in
Canada as well, are rapidly
evolving, especially among
younger Jews.

The fact is that many
young Jews are highly criti-
cal of Israel, which is largely
the explanation for why 25%
of American Jews consider
Israel to be an  “apartheid

state”. We may decry the unfair treatment of Israel within much of the
world’s media and the rampant antisemitsim that is so pervasive online –
on both the right and the left, but there isn’t much we can do to stop these
trends. It was also inevitable that, when most young people rely upon social
media for news, criticism of Israel would be higher within that group, given
how heavily tilted much of social media is against Israel.

While there are many organizations – both Jewish and non-Jewish, that
are attempting to come up with realistic solutions to combat online hatred
toward Israel specifically and toward Jews in general, the fact is all the
well-intentioned efforts in the world aren’t going to make much difference
in the larger scheme of things, precisely because it’s so difficult to come up
with effective recommendations to control social media.

So, when I watch various online sessions and read proposals devoted to
coming up with effective means of combating antisemitism and read about
new proposals to rein in social media, I have to wonder just what we can
expect to happen? All the talk about restricting online hate (and defining
that term is almost an impossible task in itself) seems to be such a fruitless
proposition. Even if governments could come up with some effective leg-
islation that might hypothetically curb online hate, enforcing that legisla-
tion would be an entirely different matter.

What makes matters even more difficult is that much of the hatred toward
Israel and Jews is coming from the left, where levels of intolerance toward
any views that are not considered acceptable lead to the shouting down or
censoring of more moderate views on a wide range of subjects. The notion
that you cannot debate controversial issues in a civil manner is now con-
sidered quite acceptable within leftist circles.

Yet, the same sort of intolerant attitude toward critical assessments of
Israel also holds within much of what I would regard as right wing ele-
ments of the Jewish community and supporters of Israel from within the
Christian community.

I am still quite astonished at the level of blowback the opinion piece writ-
ten by Catherine Chatterley for the Times of Israel is still receiving. In case
you hadn’t read Chatterley’s piece, here is one excerpt (which I also quot-
ed in my July 7 Short Takes) that seems to have provoked a particular back-
lash among would-be defenders of Israel: “Most non-Jews do not see anti-
semitism as the root cause of Palestinian rage, even if it flares up as a side
effect of that rage. Instead, they see the imbalanced and unjust conditions
in the Middle East; they see a strong Israel armed to the teeth with
American weapons, both offensive and defensive, not a vulnerable people
surrounded by enemies; they see the Palestinian people living under Israeli
military occupation in the West Bank with its daily restrictions and humil-
iations, and under the rule of Hamas in Gaza with no democratic elections
in sight and no new honest effective leaders on the horizon. They see hope-
lessness and frustration that explodes under the pressure of hot war, espe-
cially among young people with dim hopes for the future. This is not to jus-
tify any violence, as all violence is unjustifiable, it is simply to understand
the dynamics of these endless cycles of conflict and how many people per-
ceive them outside the Jewish community…”

We may not like to read what is, at its heart, quite an honest depiction of
how Israel is perceived in much of the world today, but I give Chatterley
full marks for daring to describe the situation realistically.

Speaking of Catherine Chatterley, I was surprised to learn that she is no
longer associated with the University of Manitoba in any capacity. She had
taught a course on the history of antisemitism for quite some time and, by
all accounts, she attracted large numbers of students over the years.
Apparently there was a falling out between Chatterley and the university,
although what exactly the issues were are not clear to me. (According to
one source the university had wanted Chatterley to offer the course as part
of the Judaic Studies program, but she had wanted it to be offered by the
History Department. But that doesn’t explain why a course titled “History
of Antisemitism and the Holocaust” is still listed as being offered by the
History Department. In 2019-20 the course was taught by Jody Perrun at
the University of Manitoba. Perrun had previously taught a similar course
at the University of Winnipeg. The course was not offered in 2020-21. The
University of Manitoba’s course offering guide does not say who will be
teaching the course in 2021-22.)

Chatterley’s piece on the Times of Israel website was not a condemnation
of Zionism. She has written previously that the “accusation that Zionism is
racist and imperialist by nature is as old as Israel.” On the opposite page
you can read Myron Love’s critique of Chatterley’s piece. As I had also
noted in my last Short takes, I had received requests from two other indi-
viduals to publish lengthy critiques of Chatterley’s column, but at the time
I hadn’t even been aware that she had written something for the Times of
Israel, so I suggested that the more proper venue for their responses to
Chatterley was in the Times of Israel itself.

However, since the issue of whether what Chatterley wrote was fair crit-
icism of Israel or not has now been broached several times within this
newspaper, I am now willing to accept responses to her column, which can
still be read in its entirety at https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/diaspora-
jewry-a-hostage-to-the-conflict..

Short takes
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Opinion

Some thoughts on a Winnipeg academic’s controversial commentary in the Times of Israel

After having received a couple of emails
from concerned friends about Catherine
Chatterley’s commentary online in the

Times of Israel about the most recent Israel-
Hamas war   and its contribution to rising anti-
semitism – and after having read her commentary
myself, it seems to me that she misses the bigger
picture.

It is quite likely that most people reading this
have never heard of Catherine Chatterley. She is a

former University of Manitoba Historian who is currently Editor-in-Chief
of “Antisemitism Studies”, Founding Director of the Canadian Institute for
the Study of Antisemitism (CISA), and President and Chair of FAST
(Fighting Antisemitism Together). 

First of all, she makes the false equivalency argument common, it seems,
to most academics of a progressive persuasion. In the dueling pro-and-anti
demonstrations in Canadian and other Western countries to which she
refers in response to the Israel-Hamas war, the anti-Israel demonstrators far
outnumbered those few standing for Israel and virtually all of the violence
was on the anti-Israel side of the fence.

(I find it interesting that she brings up the point that the demonstrations
“were held in violation of COVID-19 health orders and restrictions”.
Where were our authorities who were so eager to shut down playgrounds
in Toronto, for example, because of Covid?   Are thousands of anti-Israel
protestors somehow immune to spreading Covid or did the rules  not apply
to them? Or, was it cowardice on the part of the authorities?)

She refers to the “Palestinian Arabs living in Israel and the Palestinian
territories”.  You would think that an academic – anyone with any knowl-
edge of Israel – would know that the Arab citizens of Israel are Israeli
Arabs, as distinct from the Palestinians living under the governing rule of
the Palestinian Authority in the Palestinian areas of Judea and Samaria (as
agreed to under the Oslo Accords) and Gaza.

And, when she refers to Palestinians “living under Israeli military occu-
pation in the West Bank with its daily restrictions and humiliations”, she is
demonstrating that she – like most academics and reporters – doesn’t
understand the reality of the situation.

I would bring in at this juncture a report by Arab-Israeli journalist Khaled
Abu Toameh writing in the Gatestone Institute online publication on July 7
about   “an unprecedented wave of protests in the West Bank, including
Ramallah, the de facto capital of the Palestinians”.

This follows the murder of Palestinian anti-corruption political activist
Nizar Banat, on June 24, “shortly after more than twenty Palestinian secu-
rity officers raided the home where he was staying in the West Bank city of
Hebron. Less than three hours after Banat, 42, was taken into custody, the
PA announced that he had “died after his health deteriorated during the
arrest.”

Readers will note that these are “Palestinian security officers”, not
Israelis, and that the protests are against the Palestinian Authority which is
the government – not Israel, which obviously (to anyone who wants to
open their eyes) does not militarily occupy the Palestinian areas.

Although the PA government (notice the word “government”) has report-
edly formed a commission of inquiry to investigate the death of Banat,
many Palestinians are saying that they do not trust the PA leadership.
Banat’s family has called for a neutral international committee to investi-
gate the circumstances that led to his death.

Returning to Chatterley, she claims that “most reasonable people want to
see two states and three major religions co-existing together in historic
Palestine” and that “both peoples have to give up their claims to the whole
territory and accept significant compromises”. Well, while it should be
obvious to “most reasonable people” – and that, it seems, doesn’t include a
great many academics such as Chatterley -   the Israelis gave up “their
claims to the whole territory” and accepted “significant compromises”
when they signed the Oslo Accords in 1993 with the Palestinian Authority.
Is Chatterly unaware of the Oslo Accords? Does she not know that the
Accords provided for an independent Palestinian state in parts of Judea and
Samaria and Gaza? Does she not know that Israel – in 2005 - completely
uprooted all Israelis living in Gaza and removed all Israeli military person-
nel at the same time?  Does she not know that Hamas – an internationally-

recognized terrorist
organization – rules
Gaza and has sworn
to destroy Israel?

How are you sup-
posed to make peace
with an enemy that
doesn’t want peace?
Surrender?

She states that “we
are left with an irrec-
oncilable situation
and an untenable sta-
tus quo unless both
groups agree to share
the territory in two

separate states”. While Oslo shows that Israel has already agreed to “share
the territory”, the problem is that the Palestinian leadership refuses to sign
on to a final delineation of borders. 

She further refers to “far-right settlers”.  Why is it these days that in “pro-
gressive” parlance, anyone who doesn’t agree with the accepted leftist
point of view is labeled “far right”?  Is that supposed to mean that a slight-
ly right of centre or conservative point of view is to be considered the
equivalent of Nazism?

As for the term “settlers”, it is a loaded and misleading term.  Since when
can a people returning to its ancestral homeland be called “settlers”?  Does
Chatterley not know of the Jewish people’s connection to the land of
Israel?

And I am sure that most Israelis living in communities in Judea and
Samaria would not describe themselves as “far right” or even “right wing”.

Of note, there are those in Canada, notably some academics, who are now
describing non-Aboriginal Canadians as “settlers”. Just wondering if
Chatterley considers herself a “settler”.

I agree with her when she states that the great majority of non-Jews in
Canada and elsewhere  “do not care about the foreign region of the Middle
East and are just trying to survive economically and psychologically in the
midst of an insane never-ending pandemic” and that “most non-Jews do not
see antisemitism as the root cause of Palestinian rage, even if it flares up as
a side effect of that rage”.

I would argue though that it is most likely that most non-Jews don’t real-
ly think about antisemitism at all.  After all, they are generally not affected
by it.  Antisemitism is not pervasive in most of the country.  Outside of a
few major urban centres with large Jewish and/or Muslim populations –
such as Ottawa, Toronto, Montreal, Edmonton and Calgary – and some uni-
versity campuses – instances of antisemitism in Canada are rare from what
I have read.

I think she is wrong in suggesting that more and more Canadians are
becoming “sympathetic” to the Palestinians’ “terrible predicament” and
that Canadians view the ongoing conflict as a Palestinian David versus an
Israeli Goliath.  Polls I have read in the United States show that almost 70%
of Americans still support Israel with less than 20% supportive of the
Palestinians - and I am sure that the same numbers apply to Canada –
despite the best efforts of the major media in both countries to demonize
Israel.

By

MYRON LOVE
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Dear Bernie,

I read your take on Dr. Chatterley’s article, Diaspora Jewry: A Hostage to
the Conflict and I was alarmed by both articles. I would have hoped a
Holocaust scholar such as Dr. Chatterley could have better articulate that
antisemitism is an evolving phenomenon that has many faces, shapes and
forms. What began as religious hate and continued as racial hate, has mor-
phed into Israel hate. The Israeli conflict and the state of Israel are not to
blame for the rise of antisemitism or for “holding Jews hostage”.
Antisemitism is largely responsible for the misinformation about the con-
flict as well as for anti-Zionism.

I found Dr. Chatterley’s statement peculiar; “for the foreseeable future,
however, it is diaspora Jewry that will be held hostage by this seemingly
irreconcilable conflict 10,000 km away. And given the political and cultur-
al trajectory before us, I believe these hostages will be targeted with
increasing rage and antisemitism in Canada and the United States”.
Insinuating that if Israel solves her problems or better off disappears, our
problems will disappear too is in essence, a thinly veil disguise that puts a
wedge between Jews in the diaspora  and in Israel. Anti-Semites will only
find other excuses to “hold Jews hostage”. 

Further, Israel and Jews are interconnected at the core of their people-
hood. Trying to differentiate diaspora Jews from Israel is akin to separat-
ing us from our cultural symbols, traditions and history. This distinction
came to be known as “un-Jewing the Jew”. The ill-informed and danger-
ous narrative used to undo the special religious, spiritual and cultural con-
nection between Jews and  Israel is a slippery slope. Judging by historical
experiences of other cultures such as the indigenous people in Canada,
where there was an attempt to “kill the Indian in the child”, these efforts
will be harmful and ultimately unsuccessful. The narrative of the “un-Jew”
is embraced by those trying to prove that Israeli Jews are colonizers and
that anti-Zionism is not antisemitism.

In your Short Takes Bernie, you referred to people who were upset by Dr.
Chatterley’s article as right wing Jews. I disagree with that statement. I
don’t think you have to be right wing to be offended by Dr. Chatterley’s
article, you simply have to be a Jew. 

Sincerely, 

Yolanda Papini-Pollock

LETTER
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Recipe

Why Russian Jews are obsessed with this salad 
By SONYA SANFORD

This article originally appeared on The
Nosher.

Health salads — sweet and tangy slaw-
like, cabbage-based salads that often
include carrots, bell peppers and cucum-
bers — are a fixture of New York Jewish
delis. They’re sold by the pound in the deli
case or sometimes generously arrive
alongside your complimentary plate of
pickles. While the dressing is typically
sweetened with sugar, the purported
“health” is derived from the volume of raw
vegetables and the notable absence of
mayonnaise. 

If you’re from New Jersey, you may also know this dish as Claremont
salad. In the 1950s, the Bauman brothers operated the beloved Claremont
Diner in Verona. The North Jersey eatery was famous for its cheesecake,
but was known as well for its “courtesy” cabbage salad that came with
every meal. Morris and Leo Bauman never claimed to have invented the
salad, but it became so popular that local supermarkets started offering
Claremont salad in their own deli cases. 

East Coast Jewish delis aren’t the only places you can get this addictive
salad. Across Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, you’ll find salat
vitiminniy or vitamin salad. Like health salads, the base is typically made
of cabbage and carrot, and may also include cucumber, pepper, tomato,
onion and other seasonal summer vegetables. Again, the salad gets its
healthy-sounding name because of its contrast to the many richer salads
that make up Soviet cuisine, which tend to be made with lots of mayon-
naise or sour cream. Vitamin salad dressings are also acidic but tend to
include less sugar than health salads. Instead they may include raisins or
apples for sweetness. 

While the exact origin of health and vitamin salads is unknown, they
have been popular among Ashkenazi Jews for decades. In the “Vilna
Vegetarian Cookbook” by Fania Lewando, published in 1938, there are
four separate vitamin salad recipes. (Lewando,  the first woman to publish
a Yiddish vegetarian cookbook in Europe, died in the Holocaust while try-
ing to flee the Vilna ghetto.) Each features a different combination of sea-

sonal raw vegetables, shredded or
chopped, and dressed with oil and lemon
juice. 

Whatever you call this salad, and how-
ever you make it, the idea is the same:
Combine lots of hearty, raw vegetables in
a salty, acidic, sweetened dressing. The
salad will taste great right away and, like
everything in the pickle family, it will taste
even better as it continues to marinate in
the fridge. This salad is refreshing, light
and particularly satisfying when served ice
cold on a hot summer day.
Ingredients
1 lb. cabbage (about ½ a medium cabbage)

2 medium carrots
1 red or green bell pepper
1 medium Persian or Kirby cucumber
4-6 small radishes
2 tsp Diamond brand kosher salt, or more to taste
3 Tbsp oil (avocado, sunflower or canola)
2 Tbsp water
2 Tbsp apple cider vinegar
1 Tbsp white distilled vinegar
2 Tbsp sugar, or to taste

Directions
Prepare the vegetables by shredding the cabbage with a knife, mandolin

or by using a food processor. Peel and shred the carrots. Core and thinly
slice the bell pepper. Halve or quarter the cucumber, remove the seeds and
slice. Thinly slice the radish into rounds or half-moons. Combine all of the
shredded and sliced vegetables together in a large bowl. Season with salt
and toss until everything is coated.

For the dressing, whisk together the water, apple cider vinegar, white
vinegar and sugar. Let the sugar dissolve for a few minutes, then whisk the
oil into the vinegar mixture. Pour the dressing over the vegetables and toss
the salad. Refrigerate for at least 30 minutes before serving. Taste prior to
serving; season with more salt if necessary. The salad keeps for up to a
week in the fridge but will soften more each day.

Jewish Heritage Centre planning
refurbishment of Freeman Family

Foundation Holocaust Education Centre
“The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada is pleased to announce

that we are planning a major refurbishment of the Freeman Family
Foundation Holocaust Education Centre. 

It has been many years since the last redesign and curating of the muse-
um. The centre plays an important role in educating young people and
adults alike on the Holocaust and antisemitism.

Over the years, our local survivors have given so generously of their
time presenting their stories to thousands of young people. Today, we
must find ways to continue to tell their stories and to educate on this trag-
ic chapter in our history utilizing best practices and engaging displays.

We are looking for three-dimensional artifacts or photos which depict
life before the Holocaust as well as postwar and resettlement pieces.

For further information, please contact Belle Jarniewski
jewishheritage@jhcwc.org or Stan Carbone scarbone@jhwc.org  

Dubai to use Israeli drone technology
to boost security at World Expo

The autonomous fleet will replace security personnel and
reduce police response times from 4.4 minutes to 1 minute.

(July 16, 2021 / JNS) Police in Dubai will use the Petach Tikvah-based
drone company Airobotics to help increase security at the UAE’s World
Expo in October, reported The Jerusalem Post.

Airobotics said on Thursday that its system of drones, including a vari-
ety of automatic drones, will be deployed throughout the city to help secure
the World Expo, which is expected to attract as many as 25 million visitors
over the span of five months. The autonomous fleet will replace security
personnel and reduce police response times from 4.4 minutes to 1 minute.

Shortly after the signing of the Abraham Accords last year, Dubai chose
to test run the Airobotics system for ordinary security monitoring. Dubai
ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum gave his final approval
for the use of Airobotics on Wednesday.

The World Expo, which Israel will also participate in, was delayed for a
year because of the coronavirus pandemic.

Drone quadcopter with digital camera



By RON KAMPEAS
July 15, 2021 WASHINGTON (JTA) — Sharon Nazarian has a theory

about why a recent Washington, D.C., rally against antisemitism struggled
to reach as large an audience as organizers had intended.

The Anti-Defamation League, for which Nazarian is senior vice president
of international affairs, co-sponsored “No Fear: A Rally in Solidarity with
the Jewish People,” along with several other of the largest American Jewish
organizations. But it drew just 2,000 people on Sunday. By comparison, a
rally in 2002 at the height of the second intifada drew more than 100,000
participants. 

Nazarian says the traditional mainstream organizational focus on, and
lionization of, Israel is becoming a liability and turning people away.

“This narrative about Israel needs to be a more realistic one, one that
[brings] attention to the strengths of the state, and to its weaknesses,” said
Nazarian, a philanthropist who is president of a family foundation that
funds research into education. She added that the rally was put together on
short notice in the heat of the summer, at a time that the coronavirus pan-
demic is still a factor.

Two days after the rally, a poll of U.S. Jews was published with some
surprising findings: 25% agreed that “Israel is an apartheid state,”
34% agreed that “Israel’s treatment of Palestinians is similar to racism
in the United States” and 22% agreed that “Israel is committing geno-
cide against the Palestinians.” The numbers only climb among
younger Jews: More than a third of those under 40 gave Israel the
“apartheid state” label.

The numbers are striking, given American Jewry’s longstanding and
steadfast support of Israel, even throughout times of right-wing govern-
ments, such as the ones led for years by recent Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, that have pushed policies that clash with the majority of their
individual beliefs. But American criticism of Israel’s actions in Gaza over
multiple military conflicts in the last decade — most notably in 2014 and
May of this year — has steadily grown harsher, and this year saw an
unprecedented public outcry, accentuated by several influential celebrities.
Many feel more comfortable agreeing with influencers and others who
label Israel’s military response to rockets fired from Gaza as “genocidal”
— even if human rights experts caution that the term is an exaggeration in
this case.

“What we’re missing, even the centrist organizations, is that for years
now we’ve been hearing these sensationalist labels, and the reason we did-
n’t engage with it was because it was on the fringe, it was taboo, and we
thought it would stay there,” Nazarian said. “What has happened now as a
result of the May conflict is the real mainstreaming of this language.” 

Another factor over the last year, since the murder of George Floyd, is the
burgeoning awareness of racial disparities among Americans. Many of
Israel’s critics have increasingly framed Israel’s conflict as one of racial
injustice.

“We have to understand the building blocks, the framing,” Nazarian said.
“And really the conflation of a lot of what we saw in the post-George Floyd
kind of anti-racism activism that we as a Jewish community of America
participated in.”

Many “No Fear” rally speakers explicitly conflated some of the harsher
criticisms of Israel with antisemitism, and that disinclined some groups
from accepting the invitation to participate, including the liberal pro-Israel
lobby J Street. 

“Rather than engage with young people and try to put the reality of the
situation in context, and admit problems that are going on, they’ve chosen
to deny that there are problems, and to attack those who raised them,” said
J Street’s president, Jeremy Ben-Ami. “That has resulted in polarization.
Rather than engaging people who have questions and criticism, they push
them away.”

Those who did participate in the rally and responded to a request for com-
ment on the Jewish Electorate Institute National Survey of Jewish Voters
doubled down on their assertions and emphasized education, arguing that
the Jewish community needed to do more to educate younger Jews about
Israel — and to push back against characterizations that they said originat-
ed with its enemies.

“A main source of disconnect between segments of American Jews and
the reality of Israel is deficient education,” David Harris, the CEO of the
American Jewish Committee, one of the rally’s sponsors, said in an email. 

Harris pointed to an AJC poll last month that showed only 37% of
respondents described their Israel education growing up as “strong,” and to
separate data showing that young people increasingly are getting their news
from social media “where untruths are rampant,” he said.  

“Clearly, greater efforts at educating American Jews, especially younger
cohorts, about all aspects of Israeli society, and connecting them with their
counterparts in Israel, are critical for ensuring nuanced understanding
about Israel and strengthening Israel-Diaspora relations,” he said. 

Harris pointed to AJC programs aimed at reaching Jews under 40. So did
Adam Teitelbaum, the executive director of the Jewish Federation of North
America’s Israel Action Network. JFNA was also a sponsor of the rally.

“The best way to combat this phenomenon is to meaningfully and authen-
tically engage young Jews with questions such as ‘what do you think
apartheid means?’; ‘what is the best path forward?’; and ‘how can Israel
address real security concerns while still fighting for peace?’,” Teitelbaum
said. “Young people recognize that the situation in Israel is complicated.
We at JFNA and through the Israel Action Network know that when Jewish
Federations and Israel educators approach young people’s questions with
compassion and authenticity, they engage meaningfully and elect to
become changemakers themselves.”

The removal of subtlety from the discourse is what kept Americans for
Peace Now away from the rally, said its president, Hadar Susskind, even
though his group was approached to participate.

“Organizations look at many members of the Jewish community, includ-
ing particularly younger ones, and disregard them, or, you know, answer
them in ways that are at best dismissive and at worse, call them anti-
semites,” Susskind said in an interview.

Susskind said his group rejected terms like “apartheid” and “genocide,”
but said that energy dedicated to countering those terms would be better
spent by the Jewish community grappling with Israel’s status as an occupi-
er of Palestinian areas and people.

“The answer to this isn’t another college fellowship to show people the
sandy white beaches in Tel Aviv, it’s ending the occupation,” he said.

Some of the “No Fear” Jewish organizations reflexively say that they
accommodate criticism. 

“The No Fear antisemitism rally included a number of voices and was
meant to be a broad tent,” Rabbi Jacob Blumenthal, the CEO of the United
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism and the Rabbinical Assembly said in
a statement. “Our movement is firmly and proudly Zionist and supportive
of the State of Israel and its people. Our movement is also a big tent and
includes many different voices on Israel, all coming from a place of love
and support for Israel, even when critical.”

Daniel Mariaschin, the CEO of B’nai B’rith, another of the rally’s spon-
soring organizations, called for the classic strategy of playing up Israel’s
strengths.

“We must restore pride by re-doubling our efforts at Jewish education:
formal and informal, biblical to contemporary, in classrooms and at the din-
ing room table, at summer camps and on excursions to Israel,” Mariaschin
said in an email. “Are we celebrating, enough, Israel’s many contributions
to contemporary civilization in innovation, medicine, and agriculture, and
its wide open, but sometimes fractious democracy?”

Crosstabs of the recent survey shared with the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency by the pollster, GBAO Strategies, show that among those who
described themselves as emotionally attached to the country, a substantial
minority buy into the harsh criticisms. Among those with strong ties to
Israel, 19% agreed that Israel was an apartheid state.

Halie Soifer, the CEO of the Jewish Democratic Council of America, one
of the sponsoring organizations,  said she was frustrated attending the rally
to hear most of the speakers condemn antisemitism of the left. The survey
showed most respondents, 61%, perceived the antisemitic threat to come
from the right.

Soifer, whose JDCA is affiliated with the group that commissioned the
poll, the Jewish Electorate Institute, said the emphasis on anti-Israel
rhetoric from the left at the rally was emblematic of why the establishment
was failing in its outreach to younger Jews.

“To the extent that those at the rally focused on antisemitism emanating
from anywhere other than the right, it demonstrates a disconnect between
the focus of some Jewish organizations and the priorities of American
Jews,” Soifer said.

More American Jews are calling Israel an ‘apartheid’ state,
and big organizations are struggling to fight the trend
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Israel becomes first country to offer a 3rd
COVID vaccine dose 

July 12, 2021 (JTA) — Israel has begun inviting immunocompromised
adults to receive a third dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, as case rates in the
country have risen again due to the spread of the Delta variant.

Israel led the world in vaccinating most of its population early this year,
and the country fully reopened as COVID cases plummeted to a low of sin-
gle digits during a few days in late May and early June. But cases have
since spiked back up to more than 400 per day.

In response, Israel is the first country in the world to approve a third dose
of the vaccine as a booster shot, according to The Times of Israel. Last
week, Pfizer asked countries to approve a booster dose for those who have
received a vaccine.

On the heels of the approval of the booster shot, the Tel Aviv-area Sheba
Medical Center, Israel’s largest hospital, invited recipients of heart trans-
plants to get a booster shot.

A majority of Israelis are vaccinated. In addition to authorizing the boost-
er shot, Israel also brought back an indoor mask mandate in an effort to
curb rising infections.



can also perform ritual circumcisions
and would not be bound by the pro-
posed Standard of Practice. But the
main mohel, or Jewish circumciser, in

Manitoba is a CPSM member, and the mooted change would have the effect
of preventing any future Manitoba mohel from performing traditional
Jewish circumcisions while maintaining a medical practice, which is stan-
dard across Canada.

“There is no evidence that the CPSM specifically consulted the Jewish
community about the proposed change, despite its obvious impact on Jewish
life in Manitoba. It is also not clear what prompted the proposed restrictions,
and B’nai Brith is not aware of equivalent strictures in any other province.”

A perusal of laws as
they apply in other
countries did not turn
up any other jurisdic-
tions which require that
circumcisions be per-
formed only within a
medical clinic.

We wondered what
may have led to the
College of Physicians
and Surgeons, perhaps
unintentionally but with
drastic implications
nonetheless, wanting to
regulate the practice of
circumcision in a way
that had never been
ordered previously?

As background to the
College’s apparent radi-
cal policy directive,
Myron Love sent me a
story that was original-
ly reported by the CBC

in December 2018. In that story a CBC journalist reported on two botched
circumcisions that had been carried out by a Dr. Ejaz Ahmad. The CBC
report noted that:

“Two boys almost bled to death from botched circumcisions performed by
a now-suspended Winnipeg doctor.

“Dr. Ejaz Ahmad pleaded guilty to professional misconduct on Oct. 15
(2018) for performing circumcisions on as many as 18 pediatric patients in
2016 and 2017, when he lacked the training and know-how to do the proce-
dures.

“Several of his young patients ended up in the emergency room with com-
plications.

" ‘It is disturbing any time a physician practises and performs procedures
that they are not competent to do,’  said Dr. Anna Ziomek, CEO and regis-
trar of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Manitoba, in an interview
Thursday.

“Among the complications, two boys were rushed to hospital with poten-
tially life-threatening bleeds, one after a portion of his penis was amputated
and the other with arterial bleeding.

“Other boys experienced complications like swelling, pain, embedded
gauze from improper wound care, possible infections and disfigurement.

“At least one boy's penis was left so deformed he required a revision
surgery.

“Ahmad admitted to using an inappropriate technique and lacking knowl-
edge, skill and judgment. He acknowledged he provided anesthetic at a
‘non-specific dose,’ used only alcohol swabs to sterilize the surgical site and
did not suture after circumcision.”

But, here’s a crucial part of the story: “The circumcisions were performed
at Ahmad's private clinic.”

One wonders, therefore, how the College’s proposal to require that all cir-
cumcisions be performed within a medical clinic would have made any dif-
ference if a physician is not fully competent to perform those procedures, as
was evidently the case with Dr. Ahmad?

Apparently the storm that resulted from the initial disclosure by Elaine
Goldstine in her email to community members that the College was consid-
ering ordering that all circumcisions in future be performed within a medical
clinic led to a quick reversal on the College’s part.

By Friday, July 16, the College had posted a notice on its website indicat-
ing a complete abandonment of its proposal. Here is what that
notice said, in part:

“We recognize that as currently written, the standard would
implicate a practicing CPSM (College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Manitoba) member performing a male circumci-
sion outside of an appropriate medical facility. That was not the
intention in drafting the standard…

“The standard will be amended. The standard will not
infringe on any human or religious rights and freedoms what-
soever. The role of CPSM is to protect the safety of the public,
and we will continue to strive to achieve this through appropri-
ate regulation of the medical profession.

“At a minimum, the working group will add an exemption in
the standard for male circumcision performed in a religious cer-
emony or tradition, particularly respecting low-risk neonatal
circumcisions…

“CPSM established a working group in 2020, tasked with
developing a new standard of practice for performing specific
procedures in office-based practice settings, including male cir-
cumcisions. 

“The working group did not consult with the Jewish commu-
nity in its early development of the draft Standard; however,
that is precisely the purpose of the current public consultation,
and we are grateful for the feedback received.”
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Circumcisions
(Continued from page 1.)

International lawmakers lay out roadmap to tackle anti-Semitism online
Canadian Minister of Parliament Anthony Housefather: “I have never in my lifetime seen the levels of anti-Semitism as I have in recent weeks.”
By FAYGIE HOLT

(July 16, 2021 / JNS) Members of the Inter-Parliamentary Task Force to
Combat Online Anti-Semitism released an interim report on Wednesday
highlighting ideas to battle anti-Jewish hate online.

Members of the task force include lawmakers from the United States,
Canada, Great Britain, Australia and Israel. At least one more country is
expected to join the group in the coming weeks.

Speaking as part of an online press conference to introduce the report,
Rep. Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (D-Fla.) said that anti-Semites took
advantage of current events, including the global coronavirus pandemic,
and the war between Hamas and Israel in May—to attack Jews for just
being Jews. That was especially “prevalent on the wild west of the
Internet,” she said.

“It is up to all of us to stand arm and arm” to fight hate online, she added.
Canadian Minister of Parliament Anthony Housefather told those at the

press event, “I have never in my lifetime seen the levels of anti-Semitism
as I have in recent weeks.” He noted that families have told him they were
afraid to let their children play in a public park if they are wearing a kipah
or put a mezuzah on their door.

“I used to think that hate online was just another form of hate,” he con-
tinued. “I’ve learned through this task force it’s not just a form of hate, but

a form of disinformation—a unique type of disinformation we need to
combat.”

Housefather added that while 80 percent of anti-Semitic hate originates
online, it doesn’t end there.

“We have seen and understood the imperative to transcend boundaries to
combat online anti-Semitism in the face of a global challenge, whereby the
digital platforms function globally while our legislatures function national-
ly,” said former Knesset member Michal Cotler-Wunsh. “Anti-Semitism
serves as a predictive example for online disinformation with real-world
manifestations that threaten the foundations of democracy.”

Noting that this is a global problem, the report listed several universal
ideas to help combat anti-Semitism online. Among them:

• Universal acceptance of the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (IHRA) working definition of anti-Semitism.

• Make social-media platforms be transparent regarding how algo-
rithms are used on their sites.

• Create legislation to make online spaces safer for all users.
• Save all reported anti-Semitic content.
“At the end of the day,” said Alex Sobel, a member of parliament in the

United Kingdom, “we need global action on this.”



For the third year in a row the Yazidi Healing
Farm is back at the Asper Campus.

Open every Thursday through the summer
between 8:30 am and 12:30 pm, produce from
the Yazidi Healing Farm will be available for
purchase.

This year a new web site - https://canadi-
anyazidiassociation.com/shop-yazidi-healing-
farm has been set up to make this experience eas-
ier for anyone wanting to support the  project and
benefit from the healthy fresh produce. The web
site will be updated through the season to
reflect when various crops will be available at
the farmer's market. You will be able to custom
order your fruits and vegetables online and pick
it up at the Campus.

By BERNIE BELLAN
In 2020 Shindico broke ground on the first

major apartment complex that company has
undertaken in Winnipeg: Taylor Claire (named
for Sandy and Robert Shindleman’s late mother),
at 1120 Taylor Avenue.

With construction slated to be complete by the
summer of 2022, leasing has been moving ahead
at a steady pace with over 50 units already
reserved.

The complex features all concrete buildings
and is located within walking distance of major
shopping centers, including Walmart, Sobeys,
and Grant Park Mall. Taylor Claire has 124
affordable units, most of which are larger,  in the
$1400-2400 price range, which makes it an ideal
destination for Winnipeggers wanting to sell their
houses and still wanting to retain a good portion
of the sale proceeds for the future.

Now, Shindico has just broken ground
on a second complex to be built just a
short distance from Taylor Claire, this
time called Taylor Lee. (It’s named for
the late Rob Lee, owner of Pre-Con
Builders, and a longtime friend of Sandy
and Robert Shindleman, who worked on
many projects with Rob Lee.)

Taylor Lee will also have 124 units,
offering the same amenities as Taylor
Claire, including: quartz countertops,
upgraded appliances, 10’ wide parking
stalls, 6’ deep balconies, walk-in closets,
in-suite laundry, and full height kitchen
pantries.

The buildings feature cinderblock walls
between the suites to help mitigate noise
as well as heated underground parking,
storage lockers, and bike parking. 

Both complexes will include: a resident lounge, multi-purpose room with full service kitchen, 24/7
on-site management, and enhanced security system.

If you would be interested in more information about either Taylor Claire or Taylor Lee, call 204-
229-0226 or email inquire@tayloresidences.ca.
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Community news

Shindico launches second major apartment complex on Taylor

At the ground-breaking ceremony for the Taylor Lee
on Thursday, July 8 (l-r): Eric, Robin and Jonathan
Lee - sons of the late Rob Lee, founder of PreCon
Builders; Leslie Lee, Rob Lee’s wife; Sandy, Robert
and Diane Shindleman

Yazidi Farmers’ Market back again at the Asper Campus

Haeder Naso at the Yazidi fruit and vegetable
stand in front of the Asper Campus - open
Thursday mornings throughout the summer

Construction of Shindico’s second 124-unit
apartment complex on Taylor is now well
under way.



Anita Jacobson: The return of the native (sort of)

Flexibility is an important
quality as chiropractor
Martin Gurvey  (whom I

profiled several issues back)
has demonstrated, but then in
another related way, so has
Anita Jacobson. You might
say that Anita is to
Occupational Therapy as

Martin is to Chiropractry. 
Anita has had, as has Martin, careers in both Manitoba

and Ontario and, in both cases, has had considerable suc-
cess in her chosen profession. As well, aside from her
work, Anita Jacobson can make a claim that very few, if
any, ex -Winnipeggers can make - more on that later. 

Anita is the daughter of Bill Bulstein and Ida Cristall.
Her origins are legitimately north end Winnipeg. They
include going to Winnipeg Beach every summer, BB
Camp and volunteer work at the Logan Neighbourhood
House. It was there that she developed her social conscience and,  as she says “the learning of the use
of self as a therapeutic tool in treating people.”

Anita chose to enter the Faculty of Occupational Therapy in its second year of life at the University
of Manitoba. Upon graduation, she entered the work force and her career, over a span of over 45 years,
took off. Jacobson can rightfully say that she has risen to the top in her chosen field. And if she won’t
say it, I will. 

Following her obtaining a Bachelor of Occupational Therapy degree, then a Master’s Degree in
Health Education from the University of Manitoba, Anita was invited to be a sessional lecturer in the
Faculty of Medical Rehabilitation at the University of Manitob,a which she did for eight years. Later,
Anita was a lecturer in the Department of Rehabilitation at the University of Toronto. Along the way,
she received awards from the Y.W.C.A. in 1983 and 1984 as Manitoba Woman of the Year. 

In the management category, Anita earned her honours with a serious devotion to her work, starting
with 23 years from 1964-1987 at the Health Sciences Centre as a clinician in Mental Health and end-
ing as the Director in the Occupational Therapy Department - covering four separate hospitals. Giving
all of that up and moving to Toronto in 1987 was a major decision for Anita, who took her three chil-
dren, Perry, Darryl and Lori with her at a time when they were all quite happy in Winnipeg. 

Anita came to Toronto cold, seeking more challenges, really knowing no one except a sister who
lived there. No matter how you slice it, this was a bold move, yet Anita carved out a career and life for
herself and kids that was both enriching and satisfying. 

Anita’s professional work in Toronto has been extensive and varied. She has been a consultant on
several occasions to the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care at  Toronto East General Hospital, St.
John’s Rehab Hospital and St. Elizabeth Health Care. She was also involved with the Women’s College
Hospital and at the Joseph Brant Memorial Hospital in Burlington. 

Possibly her most important position was as the Practice Resource
Liaison of the College of Occupational Therapists of Ontario ( COTO),
the regulatory body of the profession. Her positions as Director of
Services in the areas of hospital, community and in-home services pre-
pared her for this position. In that capacity she was responsible for writ-
ing and developing standards and regulatory policies for  Ontario occu-
pational therapists as well as  providing advice to the public and OTS on
regulatory practice issues. 

On top of all of that, Anita has volunteered her time and energy right
from her days in Winnipeg. Some readers might remember Anita as
mayor of the Israel Pavilion at Folklorama in 1983 and 1984. Anita even
had her daughter Lori selling bagels on a stick at the age of four at
Folklorama. Anita also has had volunteer experience with the Canadian
Mental Health Association, Skills Unlimited and the Mental Health
Programme Services in Toronto. In each of those roles, she served on the
Boards of Directors.

With all that Anita has achieved in her professional life, Anita is quite
clear in her gratitude to the Health Sciences Centre, where she she found
openness among various disciplines  working together in innovative
treatment models. She says, “As a teaching hospital, there were students
from the diverse disciplines who worked with the range of staff and we
learned from each other… We have to thank Drs. Harry Prosen, Bill
Bebchuk, Chiefs of the Department of Psychiatry, and the psychiatrists
who valued the skills and contribution of the multidisciplinary staff and
who promoted teamwork.” 

Now, I mentioned Anita has yet another claim to another unusual kind
of fame. It’s true that she moved away with her children at a critical time
in their lives. Both sons, Perry and Darryl, completed  B.Sc. degrees at
the University of Toronto, with Perry graduating in medicine and Darryl
in law in Manitoba and both ending up earning  M.B.A.’s from Western
University in London, Ontario. How rare is that? 

Even more unusual is that Anita’s daughter Lori made just as big a
decision as her mother did in 1987 when Lori chose a few years ago, fol-
lowing her obtaining a B.A. at York University, to return to Winnipeg as
a full time resident. It is in Winnipeg where Lori works as a manager in
Human Resources. Do you suppose it was the selling of bagels at age
four that drew her back? You could argue that Lori’s return to Winnipeg
was a form of pay back from Anita to the city of her roots. Whatever the
cause, Lori’s presence in Winnipeg is just another key reason for Anita
to make trips (when it becomes feasible) to the city and to renew her
many friendships there. 

10 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, July 21, 202114

Gerry Posner

STEWART ELSTON
Powell Property Group
2021 President Manitoba Real Estate Assoc.
2016 President Winnipeg REALTORS® 

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

For All Your Real Estate Needs! 
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Experience 
retirement living 
to the Fullest.
Move in care-free this summer

Call 1-855-929-9333 
today to learn more 
about Revera Retirement 
Living and see how 
you can live your way, 
every day.
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Temple Shalom 1077 Grant Ave Winnipeg    204 453 1625      tshalom1@gmail.com

Fresh - Spirited - Modern

2021 HIGH HOLIDAYS 5782 
Multi-Access Services 

Limited in-person seating for vaccinated members. 
All Services on Facebook & Zoom 

Not a Member? 
Be part of the largest, fastest growing stream of Judaism. 

Please join us.  
Special Membership fees 

for new members, include High Holidays 
For further information 

call   204 453 1625   or   email   tshalom1@gmail.com

Coming this Fall 
Learn to Read Hebrew 

Read Hebrew Crash Course  Level 1 
begins Monday 4 October at 7:00 p.m. 

at Temple Shalom and available via live-streaming 
Read Hebrew Crash Course  Level 2 
to be scheduled if sufficient interest 

Read Hebrew Crash Courses are free. Donations appreciated. 

Intro to Judaism 
with Rabbi Allan Finkel 

18 week course 
starts 6 October 2021 

Contact the Temple office for information and to register 
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For popular dance teacher Rheesa
Schachter, Kids Etc. is a family affair

By MYRON LOVE

In more ways than one, for
Rheesa Schachter, Kids Etc.
Youth Movement Company is a

family affair.  Her daughters, Taylor
and Jessica Smith, whom she
describes as her two best friends,
have been an integral part of Kids
Etc. since they were teenagers  -
both as students and, later, as teach-
ers – and, since 2017, have been her
partners in the business.

Taylor is an award-winning
dancer, a choreographer and a per-
former who has also qualified as a
personal trainer and has her own
personal training gym. Jessica’s cre-
dentials are equally impressive, hav-
ing competed in the World Dance
Championships and having been
chosen as a Hall of Fame All-Star.
Jessica has completed her Intermediate Level Cecchetti Ballet Exams. Her mother notes
that she has assumed responsibility for Kids Etc.’s marketing and social media initiatives.

In addition, Rheesa notes that her husband, Paul, handles administration duties and is
always available to help in a myriad of ways from providing bandaids to editing the  music
to cleaning the toilets.

On another level though, Schachter says that she considers her staff and students also as
part of one big family.  She observes that all of her students are like family to her and that
half of her 20-plus teaching faculty are former students.  During these past few months of
pandemic closures, she notes, she kept all of her staff on salary and kept to a teaching
schedule via Zoom.

Rheesa Schachter has been dancing – and teaching dancing - virtually all of her life.
The daughter of the late Joe and Sunny Schachter – who grew up in River Heights - began
studying ballet at an early age.  She recalls that when she was young, ballet was the only
option for aspiring dancers.  Jazz dancing was only open to students 13 and older.

“I felt that jazz dancing should be available to younger students as well,” she says.
At the tender age of 16, the future dancing teacher approached the former Ramah

Hebrew school – where she had been a student – about offering dance classes after school.
“I started with 12 children, twice a week, teaching  jazz dance,” she recalls.  “It was very

exciting. I loved working with the kids.”
Over the next few years, while she finished her education – graduating from Grant Park

and the University of Manitoba (with a B.Comm. degree) – she continued to teach dance
and her student numbers continued to grow. She had also studied dance at York University
during her summers off from the U. of M. and completed her Royal Academy of Dance
ballet exams.

“After university, I got a real job at a bank,” she recounts.  “I hated it. My passion was
dancing. After a year, I quit and founded Kids Etc.”

While at university, she had taught her dance classes in rented spaces at churches in
River Heights. In 1986, she opened her first studio on Academy Road in what had been
Gerry Gurvey’s Uptown Drugstore.  A couple of years later, she moved the studio to 686
Academy Road.  In the early 1990s, she relocated again – this time to 3525 Roblin Blvd
in Charleswood.

“With my student numbers continually growing, I had to keep expanding,” she says.
She also had to hire and train a growing number of instructors for the ever-growing

number of classes that now include ballet, Jazz dance, Hip Hop, Tap, Lyrical, Modern,
Musical Theater, Adult, and Pre-School dance programs.

In 2017, with her lease on Roblin coming due, Rheesa Schachter had a decision to make
– retire or expand.  “I wasn’t ready to retire yet, so I decided to expand.  I looked up and
down Portage and Grant and Taylor for a suitable new location without success. Then this
space came up near McGillvary Blvd, (505 Fort Whyte Way). The developer was willing
to build. It was fantastic.”

At over 11,000 square feet, she reports, Kids Etc. has the largest studio in Winnipeg.
The building contains four large studios (one labeled AFK – alles for the kinder – in recog-
nition of her parents’ influence on her), bleachers for spectators and a huge lounge area
for parents.

Pre-Covid,  Schachter notes, Kids Etc. was offering more than 100 classes a week  - with
classes averaging  10-15 kids each. “We prefer smaller class sizes so that we can give each
child the attention each needs,” she says.

“We pride ourselves in that we challenge our students but also focus on maintaining bal-
ance,” Taylor adds. 

Jessica further points out that the staff works to foster a close relationship with the stu-
dents while also incorporating a sense of fun in their teaching.

Their mother notes that while Kids Etc. has produced some students who have pursued
a career in dance, the staff works to encourage each student to build their self-confidence
and strive to achieve their personal best in a non-competitive setting.

Schachter says that with the Covid situation hopefully improving, she hopes that Kids
Etc can get back to normal business in the fall.

Asked about the accessibility of the Fort Whyte location, Schachter responds that stu-
dents come from all over – including three students each from Morden in southwestern
Manitoba and Arborg in the Interlake.

Schachter has thought about retiring in a few years and leaving the dance studio in the
capable hands of Taylor and Jessica. “I will probably never completely retire,” she says.
“I really  love teaching dance.”

Rheesa Schachter (centre) with 
daughters Taylor (left) and Jessica
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JULY  21

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SABINA
HIRSCH

who passed away
July 31, 2020
10 Days in Av

Loving Memories Forever
 in Our Hearts.

A Ray Of Sunshine.
With Love Always

—Your Son Len, Daughters
Monica and Shelley,
Grandchildren, Family and
Friends.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY GREEN
Who passed away

August 4, 2020
14 Days in Av

—Always loved, sorrowfully
missed and never forgotten,
dear brother, uncle and special
friend.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARSHALL
ERNEST HAID

who passed away
August 1, 2012
13 Day in Av

—Sadly missed by his wife
Elba and daughter Lara.

9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CLARA
HAMOVICH

who passed away
July 25, 2002
16 Days in Av

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her  children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BERTHA KLEIN
who passed away

July 27, 2016
21 days in Tammuz

— Forever in our hearts and
sadly  missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children, Bill and
Gary; Bryan and his children Baillie, Sarry and Julie.

BEA KLEIN
who passed away
August 30, 2001
11 Days in Elul

HARRY KLEIN
who passed away

July 22, 1982
2 Days in Av

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SADIE MOSS
who passed away

July 23, 2013
16 Days in Av

Always in our thoughts.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
ODWAK

who passed away
August 19, 2005
14 Days in Av

— He will be fondly
remembered by his  children,
grandchildren, brother,
sisters, cousins and all their
families and friends.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHARON TOBI
SHINEWALD

(NEE PUTTER)
December 16, 1944 -

August 5, 2009
15 Days in Av 5769

— Loved, missed and
remembered by husband
Edward; children Benjamin
and Marice, Alix and Todd,
Jeremy and Samantha, and
Michael and Marissa;
grandchildren Orly and Talia,
Shai and Ezra, Maya,
Margaux  and  Leo,  Lily,
Ruby and Saul; siblings
Judith, David and Daniel;
mother-in-law Sophie; family
and friends. 

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICHAEL RONNIE
STONE

who passed away
August 18th, 1997

15 Days in Av
You are always in our hearts
and our minds.
Forever missed and never
forgotten.
— Sincerely loved by your
parents Norman and Rachelle,
twin brother Bryan (Alda) and
sister Faith-Ann (Lorne),
nephew Aaron, and niece
Mica.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of my
husband

MICHAEL
RONNIE STONE

who passed away
August 18, 1997
15 Days in Av

Always in my thoughts
Forever in my heart.
— Haley.

24th Yahrzeit

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Memoriams, and Unveilings

$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo: $15
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

BARRIE FRANK WISEMAN
Passed away on June

23rd, 2021. A graveside
funeral took place at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Barrie passed away
quietly, quickly, and
unassuming. He leaves
behind, His wife
Maureen of 58 years.
Daughter Rochelle
Fielding, Granddaughters
Zoe and Cheyanne. Sister
to Ruth Kettner. Uncle
Barrie to numerous

nieces and nephews. Predeceased by his sisters Ethel
Scharfstein and Edna Stearns. Barrie was a devoted
husband, father, grandfather. Family was everything
to him. Barrie valued the many friendships that he
and Maureen enjoyed on Jack Donner Drive.  He
was the ultimate philanthropist, giving of his time
and always sharing what he could. He was a collec-
tor of memorabilia, and antiquities.   

Barrie was a kind man, a generous man, and a man
with a big heart. Thank you to Stephen Hyman and
the staff at the Simkin Centre.

Donations in memory of Barrie can be made to the
Simkin Centre.



In Memoriam
38th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GILDA KATZ
who passed away

July 30, 1983
20 Days in Av

— You are with us forever,
dearly loved and forever
missed day by day by your
children, grandchildren, sister
and family.

In loving memory of

ALAN LEVINE
who passed away
August 19, 2014

23 days in Av
— Lovingly remembered by
his sister Marcia.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANN MOSER
who passed away
August 14th, 2006

20 Days in Av
—  Lovingly remembered and
missed every day by your
children, grandchildren, and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN BLUM
who passed away
August 1, 2012

13 days in AV 5772
— Remembered with love by
your wife, children, grand-
children & family.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

On the 23rd Yahrzeit
of our beloved

MARK ALAN
MASARSKY

who passed away
August 6, 1998

15th of Av
— Lovingly remembered,
always in our heart as a
wonderful, son, brother,
brother-in-law and uncle.

— Forever loved and always remembered by your children, Jerry
and Gloria Moscovitch and your grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
MOSCOVITCH

who passed away
August 11, 1962

14 days in Av

JENNIE
MOSCOVITCH

who passed away
August 28, 1986

24 days in Av

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
IRVING

ROSSMAN
who passed away
August 5, 1998
13 Days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
Dale and Penny, grand-
daughter Robyn and great-
grandchildren Savanna and
Riley.

In Memoriam

FISHEL
RUTMAN
who passed away
August 13, 1995

17 days in Av

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

LUBA
RUTMAN
who passed away
August 18, 2015
3 Days in Elul

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROBERT (BOB)
RUSKIN

who passed away
August 6, 2012
18 days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their daughter
Audrey, grandchildren Nata, Cara, Rena  and Shawn and great-
grandchildren Mahalia and Desirae.

ESTHER
COLBERG
who passed away

July 29, 1987
3 days in Av

MASSEY
COLBERG
who passed away
August 25, 2001

7 days in Elul

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our very dear son,

JONATHON
BASS

who died tragically
July 30, 1992

Timeless to death he went,
his song of life was cut too
soon,
how sad - for he had more
songs.
—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his mom, dad,
sister and brother.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETHEL BIRKS
who passed away
August 26, 1997
23 Days in Av

Sadly missed along life's way
Quietly remembered every day
No longer in our life to share
But in our hearts she is always
there
— Your loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BILL FELDMAN
who passed away
August 4, 2007
20 Days in Av

You are forever in our hearts
We are grateful for the
wonderful times we shared
— Susan, Jennifer, Jonathan
as well as your many close
friends and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

DON
GLIMCHER

who passed away
August 28, 2012
10 days in Elul

IDA
GLIMCHER

who passed away
August 8, 2015
23 days in Av

In loving memory of

SHONA
GOORVICH

August 12, 1998
21 Days in Av

Deeply missed every day
Your gentle spirit guides our
way
— Lovingly remembered by
her parents, brother,
grandmother and family.

In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
JULY 28

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID SAMUEL
KAUFMAN
who passed away
August 1, 2010
21 Days in Av

— Sadly remembered, forever
loved by his wife Nora,
children, grandchildren and
brothers.

MEMORIAMS CONTINUED ON
NEXT PAGE
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In loving memory of

PERCY
BARSKY
who passed away

July 31, 1989
28 Days in Tammuz, 5749

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
32nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILIP LINDER
who passed away
August 6, 1956

25 days in Av 5716
— Ever remembered by
Sheila and Elvin,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

8th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRMA PENN
who passed away

July 30, 2013
23 days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
missed by family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOLLY
SWIRSKY
who passed away

July 29, 2014
2 Elul 5775

— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK ISAAC
"IKE" GLESBY

who passed away
August 16, 1998
24 Days in Av

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,
7 granddaughters, 8 great-
granddaughters and your
namesake, Ike.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaidy

SID TREPEL
June 1937 - July 2004

— Always remembered -
enshrined in our hearts
forever - your loving wife
Marilyn, children and
grandchildren.
Your 5D's encourage us daily
DRIVE - DESIRE - DEDICATION
- DETERMINATION and DO IT.

17th Yahrzeit
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A loving letter to Mom, 
on her 10th Yahrzeit

Dear Mom,
It’s been way too long

since we wrote, but as
this is your 10th
Yahrtzeit, Alan and I
wanted to do something
extra special, plus the
last year and a half have
been very unusual in
both places that you
loved Canada and
Israel.

We thought we’d let
you know in a way you
so cherish, a letter. I

remember how much you loved letters from Alan
when he was in grad school in Toronto. He would
write his letters on the backside of paper that he had
already written a paper on for University. He kindly
directed you by putting large ‘X’s on the side he had
written his paper on to keep you on track.

Alan says it very nicely. This past year has been
unlike any other in Leah’s and my life. The same
could probably be said for everyone around the
globe. The world is experiencing a pandemic called
Covid 19 . It has taken so many lives, closed down
the world economy multiple times and it would be
continuing at full strength if not for the development
of three brilliant vaccines that have been working so
hard to keep us safe, no matter how many variants
come from the original.

Leah told me that everyone in Israel is expected to
start taking a booster shot starting next month. They
were very lucky. Even though the Pandemic arrived
in Israel months before us, they were mostly fully
vaccinated, very quickly.

Canada wasn’t so lucky, Mom. When it finally hit
our shores, we were without any vaccination. For
months.  We were all left totally unprotected. We all
feel so lucky that we had each other during the worst
of it and that we are now fully vaccinated and well.

Families had it very hard, Mom. On three occa-
sions in both Israel and Canada, the countries went
into lockdown. You could see only members of your
family that you lived with. 

Grandparents were separated from their children
and grandchildren and vice versa. Many people
began working from home. I think it was hardest on
the children and young adults who were suddenly
isolated from friends and any social contact. In
many places schools closed and learning was done
through Zoom, a video conferencing online.
Teachers taught their students this way. Sometimes
there was interaction between teacher and students
and sometimes there wasn’t.

People’s reactions to being in isolation for so long
really varied. What we really treasure, Mom is how
much of what you taught us through example,
became so important now. 

We had to love each other unconditionally,
because our feelings could literally change from day
to day. There was also a lot of stress being around
each other constantly. It could really get to you, if
you let it.  Leah and I both tried to approach our
families with the gentle caring you showed us and
really taking the time to listen to each other, the way
you did with us.

This was true especially with your grandson,
Hunter. He’s almost 16 Mom. Can you believe it?
He’s a handful and like many kids, the isolation and
being around just your parents, is hard on him.  Both
Ronit and I are teaching from home and with Hunter
learning mostly by Zoom and the two of us with dif-
ferent teaching hours, we really needed to stay orga-
nized and plan ahead. I don’t think either Leah or
myself know anyone who was more organized than
you. You had a lot of responsibilities between your
work and your family and you taught us how impor-
tant organization was. Without that, we would have
been in each other’s way a lot.

The gentle way you would listen to us, Mom and
show us how much you loved us when times were
hard,  became part of our daily lives with our own
families.

These are just some of the things you taught us.
Some of the very many ways you touched our lives.

Well Mom, your daughter started the letter, then I
passed it along to your son. Now, it’s back to me to
close.

You may think by the Memoriam we post every
year, telling you how much you’re loved and missed,
that we just think about you on one day a year. We
hope you can now see your legacy clearly. You are in
everything we do, every single day. You have made us
into the people we are and in how we treat others and
the ones we love.

Now we can say it. We love and miss you, Mom.
Leah and Meir Ghelfenstein, Tel Aviv                 
Alan and Ronit Keith, Toronto

MARION 
DIAMOND MINUK

Rabbi Allan Finkel’s message
to members of Temple Shalom,

delivered on July 2nd
Canada Day this year was uneasy, not just for its

Covid-related quietness, but for the presence of
orange everywhere – on clothing and orange strips
along fences and bridges. The discovery of over
1,000 unmarked graves at just three residential
schools (so far) in the last couple weeks are yet
another tragic layer in our understanding of the
arrogance that underlies colonialism. To be clear,
these weren’t acts done at a distance. The residen-
tial schools were created by the Canadian govern-
ment – our government – and these acts were not
out of sight. The 1907 Bryce report detailing the
abuses, again to our government, was hushed up
and its author lost his career. 

In a recent Winnipeg Free Press editorial titled
“How Canada committed genocide,” Fannie
Lafontaine (a full professor of law and holder of the
Canada Research Chair in international criminal
justice and fundamental rights at Laval University)
makes her case methodically and eloquently:
Canada committed genocide against its indigenous
peoples. Period. And I agree completely with her
analysis. 

She notes that the Canadian parliament has failed
so far to pass a motion that publicly accepts that
Canada has committed genocide. As she points out,
“naming things for what they are is necessary. But
more importantly, the commission of genocide
requires reparations.” 

There is a sub-text here, and I hope that I’m
wrong – that Canada fears “naming” it because
it/we/I will have to pay for it, not just financially
but in decolonization and restructuring our institu-
tions, and re-empowerment of Indigenous peoples
with rights to self-determination.

As many of you know, my parents were born in
Europe. Germany devastated both sides of my fam-
ily tree, well outside their borders in a named geno-
cide that we call the Holocaust. But for all harm
that they did, I respect Germany for what they did
after. They named it, they owned it and they com-
mitted to reparations to every survivor no matter
where they had lived, they embedded mandatory
Holocaust education into their curriculum despite
those stories being about their parents’ and grand-
parents’ generations. They became a leader in the
EU in accepting refugees. And they became a sup-
porter and friend of Israel. 

That is really our only path forward. Sure, “it hap-
pened in the past” but that doesn’t make us less
responsible for those actions or the repairs neces-
sary, because frankly, we still benefit every day
from the egregious actions of those who came
before us and the power imbalances which contin-
ue to this day. So: we can’t change the past. But we
can own it today. We can certainly name it. And
with that, we can do the next right thing — what we
would expect any other country to do. As noted by
Prof. Lafontaine: “The commission of genocide
requires reparations.”  

We pride ourselves on our distinctive Canadian
values and our diverse Canadian society. It is my
sense that doing all these things, as “inconvenient”
as they are, are not only the right things to do but
they will only further define and strengthen us indi-
vidually and as a nation.
Shabbat shalom,

Rabbi Allan



Two thousand
years later, Jews
still converge
upon the Western
Wall, the surviving
remnant of the
Holy Temple in
J e r u s a l e m .
However, while
many have
explored the poli-
tics and geogra-

phy of Israel and the Temple Mount, few have explored the spiritual
significance of the structures that stood on that mount for a millen-
nium. This summer, the Jewish Learning Institute is proud to unveil
Heaven on Earth, a three-week interactive course that recreates the
ancient Temples from the ground up.

“Many people wonder why the Western Wall is so
important to Jewish people, why it is so close to our
hearts,” explains Rabbi Shmuly Altein, outreach direc-
tor at the Jewish Learning Centre. “This summer,
course participants will have the opportunity to look

past the history and politics and see the magnificent structure that
once was. By helping students envision and recreate the ancient
Jewish Temples, they will come away with a newfound appreciation
for its historical significance.”

Heaven on Earth provides students with an explanation for the
central role the Holy Temple plays in the Jewsʼ mission throughout
history. To aid students in conceptualizing the ancient Temple,
Heaven on Earth employs an interactive and innovative virtual tour
that will allow students, for the very first time, to “walk through” the
Templeʼs ancient corridors, throng with the crowds through
Jerusalemʼs gates, and discover the marvels of architecture and
design that were integral to this sacred site.

Heaven on Earth will be offered virtually from 7:30 - 9:00 pm over
three consecutive Tuesdays, starting on July 27, 2021. The course
fee is only $36 and student textbooks are available for purchase on

Amazon.
To register and for more information, please visit

JLI.ChabadWinnipeg.org or contact Chabad at 204-339-
8737. “We are so sure that people will enjoy it” says Rabbi
Shmuly Altein, “that we invite anyone interested to attend
the first lesson free, with no obligation to continue.”
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JLI news

In our May 26 issue we reported on the fantastic garden that Larry and Moraina Hochman have growing at their home in St. Clement. Back
then the many vegetables that they grow each year had just begun to sprout. With great foresight Larry put in a full irrigation system that,
despite the torrid heat we’ve been experiencing, will insure that once agin, there will be a bumper crop of vegetables throughout the summer.

Larry, I wonder: If you can grow Jelly Melons (whatever they are) and you can grow beans, can you grow “Jelly Beans”?

Update to a  garden story we first reported on in May

A view of the full garden Beans

Tomatoes

Cucumbers

Garlic

Zucchini

Jelly Melons Peppers Onions, Carrots

Dill, Beets, Spinach, Lettuce

According to a survey
by the Pew Research
Center, only half of
American Jews (52%)
can read Hebrew. To fill
this gap in Jewish education, the
Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) has
developed Read it in Hebrew, an
innovative Hebrew reading course
that is sweeping the Jewish world.
With interactive flashcards and its
own mobile app for remote learning,
Read it in Hebrew utilizes the latest
technology to combine timeless
learning methods with contemporary
psychology for a course guaranteed
to be effective in only five sessions.

“We are delighted to announce the
debut of Read It In Hebrew this sum-

mer in Winnipeg. The popularity of RIIH (itʼs been taught at over 600
locations across North America!) suggests that it meets a deeply-felt
need,” explains Rabbi Shmuly Altein, outreach director at the Jewish
Learning Centre in Winnipeg. “Many feel lost in Synagogue simply

because they donʼt know how to read Hebrew. Hebrew liter-
acy strengthens oneʼs connection to Judaism and the
Jewish people in a powerful way.”

With flashcards depicting the letters alongside catchy
mnemonics, Read it in Hebrew feels like a game of concen-

tration. And, more than just a reading course, students get a glimpse
of the profound depth of the Hebrew language, including brief
Talmudic and Kabbalistic explanations of the letters.

Read it in Hebrew will be offered virtually over Zoom on Mondays
at 7:00 pm, beginning August 2nd, 2021. Registration includes a full
set of seventy colour, beautifully-designed flash cards to comple-
ment the lessons. This course appeals to people at all levels of
Jewish education, including those without any prior experience in
Jewish learning as well as those for whom it is a fun refresher
course.

Enrollment is open to the public, and attendees need not be affili-
ated with a synagogue, temple, or other house of worship.
Interested students may call 204-339-8737 or visit
JLI.ChabadWinnipeg.org for registration and for other course-
related information.

Happy Hebrew reading!

New Course Takes Students On Virtual Tour Of Ancient Jerusalem

Learn To Read Hebrew Before The High Holidays
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

 

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Isaac Bashevis Singer visited Israel with his wife for the
first time in 1955. He arrived after the High Holidays and
stayed a few months, documenting his experiences for the
readers of the Yiddish Forward back in New York. These
articles were recently translated into Hebrew by Benni Mer
and published by “Blima” publishing (Jerusalem-Berlin,
2021). In these articles the great Yiddish writer appears to
be both an American tourist impressed by the cheap hotels
and friendly Yiddish speaking taxi drivers, as well as a
pious Jew making a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. But
about that in part two of this article. 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30

PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online
at ckjs.com  

Regine Frankel and Rochelle Zucker will be hosts on July
25th. Rochelle will feature lively wedding and klezmer
music. 

On August 1st Rochelle will focus on KlezKanada on the
Yiddish segment. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site:

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Elie Kligman becomes second
Orthodox baseball player drafted

into the MLB in 2 days
By GABE FRIEDMAN

July 15, 2021 (JTA) — It
has now become a doubly his-
toric Major League Baseball
draft.

The Washington Nationals
selected Elie Kligman with
their final and 20th round pick
on Tuesday, making him the
second observant Orthodox
Jewish player ever drafted into
the league — and the second in
two days. The Arizona
Diamondbacks picked 17-year-
old Long Island, New York
native Jacob Steinmetz 77th overall on Monday.

According to MLB.com, Kligman, 18, has moved towards
becoming a catcher but has also played shortstop and thrown
the ball 90 miles an hour as a pitcher. (The pitcher Steinmetz
has reportedly touched as high as 97 miles per hour.)
Kligman switch-hits as well, meaning he can bat righty or
lefty, a skill that boosts his future value.

The Las Vegas native is also more observant than
Steinmetz. While Steinmetz plays on the Jewish Sabbath —
albeit in walking distance of his hotels on the road, so he
does not have to use transportation — Kligman does not.

“That day of Shabbas is for God. I’m not going to change
that,” he told The New York Times in March.

His father Marc is a lawyer and licensed baseball agent,
and he represents his son. On Tuesday, Marc Kligman was
traveling with Israel’s baseball team, currently on a pre-
Olympics road trip full of exhibition games across the
Northeast, when he heard the news. He shared it with the
players on one of their buses.

The Times reported that Kligman’s recent switch to playing
catcher could be in service of his professional goals. Even
the best at the sport’s most physically demanding position
are often given at least one day a week off — opening up the
possibility that Kligman could line up his days off to be dur-
ing Shabbat, from Friday night through Saturday evening.

Despite the excitement of being drafted, Kligman will like-
ly look to first play at a Division I college program before a
professional career, his father told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency.

“Here’s a kid who won’t put God second,” Marc Kligman
told the Times. “But he believes that the two can coexist.
He’s got six days of the week to do everything he can to be
a baseball player, and if colleges and Major League Baseball
aren’t inclined to make any changes, then we’ll take what we
can get.”

ELIE KLIGMAN



Parkinson’s, Dementia, and Stroke. Prior
to Senator Frum’s interview of Haas, some
1500 audience members were given an
overview of the advances various

researchers at BGU have been making in the treatment of different disor-
ders associated with the brain. 

Five different researchers at BGU offered explanations of new develop-
ments in which they have been involved in each of those areas. In com-
menting on the challenges they face, BGU President Daniel Chamovitz
quoted David Ben Gurion himself, who once said: “If an expert says it’s
impossible, find another expert.”

Chamovitz, who was born in Pennsylvania and obtained his undergradu-
ate degree from Columbia before transferring to the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, where he obtained his Ph.D. in plant science, offered the audi-
ence some very personal reflections about the toll Covid had taken on both
him and his wife.

Chamovitz noted that he had his own experience dealing with Covid,
when both he and his wife, Shira, came down with Covid last September.
(Chamovitz has been keeping a very interesting online journal tracking
Covid at BGU, called “My Covid Year”.) He said that he’s still dealing with
the effects of Covid many months later, noting that “Post Covid Syndrome”
affects about 10-15% of individuals – mostly women, who have come
down with Covid.

Later, however, during the portion of the evening in which Shira Haas
was being interviewed, Chamovitz, who displayed a wry sense of humour
whenever he appeared during the event, made a funny observation about
his Hebrew-speaking ability.

It turns out that Haas’s next starring role will be as a young Golda Meir
in a movie about Golda’s life, to be produced by none other than Barba
Streisand, called “Lioness”. Haas was asked how she will master Golda’s
American-accented Hebrew. (Golda Meir, although born in Russia, moved
to Milwaukee as a young woman, which is where she learned to speak
English.)

Haas said it was really just a matter of mastering an accent, to which
Chamovitz added that he can readily identify with Golda Meir, whom
Israelis often made fun of for her American English manner of speaking
Hebrew.

In accepting the position of President of BGU, Chamovitz said, he was
proud to become head of a university that has been at the forefront of so
many advances within Israeli society, including its inclusion of many mem-
bers of the Bedouin minority who live near Beer Sheva.

Ben Gurion University is now home to the first female Bedouin profes-
sor in Israel, he noted: Sarab Abu-Rabia-Queder, who was also the first
Bedouin woman to receive a Ph.D.

When it comes to innovation, Chamovitz observed, “All the nations in
the Middle East are looking to us (in Israel) for answers. We’ve been liv-
ing in the desert” – no university more so than BGU.

Turning to Senator Linda Frum’s question and answer session with Shira
Haas, while Frum was seated in some sort of studio, Haas was in a room in
her home, which looked quite unadorned – hardly what you would expect
to see in the home of a major television star. Following are excerpts from
the interview:

Frum: “What’s it like to be an Israeli celebrity?”
Haas: “It’s a feeling of being a family in Israel. Everyone knows every-

one. When you walk in the streets and get compliments it’s like people feel
they know you.”

Frum: “How did you know you were going to be an actor?”
Haas: “I was very shy. I never thought I’d be an actor. Thanks to

Facebook I auditioned for a part just before I turned 16. One of my first
auditions was for ‘Shtisel’ (in which she played the part of Ruchamie). It’s
hard to believe that was already 10 years ago.”

Frum: “Did you think you’d have a career only in Hebrew or did you
want to be an international actor?”

Haas: “When we were doing ‘Shtisel’ or ‘Unorthodox’ nobody ever
thought it would get to Netflix – so I never thought I would become an
international actor.”

Frum: “When you choose your projects, you don’t take the easy road. Of
all the difficult things you’ve done, what was the hardest?”

Haas: “Your question reminded me that a few weeks ago someone
stopped me on the street and complimented me. I gave him a big smile and
he said: ‘Omigod, it’s so nice to see you smile!’” (in reference to Haas’s
roles in “Shtisel” and “Unorthodox” where she faced unremittingly diffi-
cult choices and hardly ever smiled.)

“My most challenging role was in ‘Asia’ (pronounced A-seea – in which
Haas plays a young girl struggling with a degenerative neurological dis-
ease. It hasn’t reached Winnipeg yet.) It was very personal for me.” (Haas
had kidney cancer when she was 2, and saw her growth stunted as a result
of her chemotherapy treatments, according to a story we ran in our June 23
issue.)

Frum: “You are obviously secular. How did you prepare yourself for
‘Shtisel’ and ‘Unorthdox’?”

Haas: “I was very
young when I started
doing ‘Shtisel’. I did-
n’t know much about
the Orthodox world. It
didn’t occur to me
that it’s an Orthodox
story. It’s a story
about people. It brings
people together.”

Frum: “It’s popular
because it’s unusual,
but also because it
humanizes a group
about which we don’t
know very much. Did it change the dialogue in Israel?”

Haas: “It opened people’s minds – the power of watching art. People all
over were suddenly interested.”

Frum: “Did you learn Yiddish for ‘Unorthodox’?”
Haas: “I found out that the Yiddish I needed to learn was completely dif-

ferent from the Yiddish I learned for ‘Shtisel’. Two of my favourite words
from ‘Shtisel’ were a ‘bissel’ (meaning “a little”) and ‘koach’ (pronounced
“coy-ach” – meaning “strength”).

“I know there are a lot of curse words in Yiddish, but I played Orthodox
characters, so I didn’t learn any Yiddish curse words.”

Frum: ‘You’re on a list of the ten hottest Israeli women. (Haas blushed.)
How are you going to play Golda Meir?”

Haas: “When she was a young lady she had lovers. I’m going to tell her
story. I’m not going to imitate her.”

Frum: “Golda had an American accent. How are you going to pick it
up?”

Haas: “Her Hebrew was good, but not as good as her English or Yiddish.
She learned Hebrew in her 20s.”

Question from Daniel Chamovitz: “Without Covid, would you be where
you are today” (referring to the fact that ‘Unorthodox’ first debuted on
Netflix on March 26, 2020 – just as so much of the world was going into
lockdown mode)?

Haas: “The first time I knew it (‘Unorthodox’) was a big success was
when I was in quarantine and I looked out my window and saw my face on
so many screens. I wish circumstances were different.”

Chamovitz: “Covid opened up markets for smaller scale TV shows.
Shira, I read that you said you might have been a psychologist. Is that
something you’d still consider doing? We have a great psychology program
at Ben Gurion University.”

Haas: “Yes, I know. My sister studied psychology at Ben Gurion for her
first degree.”

Frum began reading questions sent in by audience members. The first
one was: “Time Magazine named you one of the 100 most influential peo-
ple in the world. How do you feel about that?”

Haas: “It’s amazing. Here I am in Tel Aviv in my pajamas. It’s hard to
think of me as one of the 100 most influential people in the world!”

Question: “Are you very active on social media?”
Haas: “Not much. I have an Instagram account, but to me it is something

that doesn’t come naturally.”

Chamovitz: “You said that as a child you were shy. Maybe that explains
it (her not being active on social media).”

Frum: “I wonder about that – you’re being private and interior, and forc-
ing yourself to expose yourself A lot of times actors let their acting speak
for themselves rather than talking.”

Frum: “Why do you feel it’s important to do events such as these? We’re
in a moment when it’s not so easy.”

Haas: “I am Jewish, I am Israeli. Even if I play Mary Magdalene, I’m
still Shira. I’m very proud Ben Gurion University is where my sister stud-
ied, and where my best friend is now studying.”

Frum: “Do you feel pressure to be a voice for Israel?“
Haas: “I don’t have to be political to do what I do.”

Frum: “Are you close with the ‘Shtisel’ family? Will there be a Season
4?”

Haas: “Very close. They will forever by my ‘mishpoche’. (But), it does-
n’t feel like there will be a fourth season.”

At that point, various representatives of CABGU came on screen to thank
Shira Haas and Linda Frum. And, even though it was the middle of the
night in Israel, Shira said she had enjoyed herself so much she would have
liked to continue. (There’s an idea for some other Winnipeg organizations.)
It was a truly delightful evening. There’s something to be said for a well-
planned online event. Congratulations to the organizers.
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(Continued from page 1.)

Israeli actresses Alena Yiv, left, and Shira
Haas play a mother and daughter in
"Asia,"an award-winning Israeli film now
seeing a U.S. release. (Courtesy of Menemsha Films)
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New thriller by Israeli-Canadian Herschy Katz combines love of 
hockey with intrigue behind the Iron Curtain in 1972

By BERNIE BELLAN

In 2019 I wrote a review of a book
titled “The Clarinetist”. It had been
sent to me by an expatriate

Canadian who had moved to Israel in
1984 by the name of Herschel Katz. 

As I noted in that review, the book
was quite good for a first-time author.
In it we were introduced to a young
Montreal high school student by the
name of Danny Kahn who ends up
enmeshed in an intriguing situation
having to do with the Montreal father
of his girlfriend. The father, it turns
out, is tied in with some very shady
characters and, one thing leading to
another, Danny becomes involved in
some hair-raising adventures that take him from Montreal to New York,
and then Israel.

Katz had become a writer, he noted on the book jacket, because “Several
years ago, the author worked as a part time book reviewer, then decided to
try writing his own story.”

Now, two years later, Katz has come up with another mystery novel,
again featuring Daniel Khan (who, I guess, has graduated from being called
“Danny”). By this time Daniel has progressed to becoming a 22-year old
medical student at McGill, also a writer for the McGill student newspaper.
The book is titled “The Ninth Terrorist” and, after reading it, I sent Katz a
note saying he had the makings of another Daniel Silva, who is one of the
world’s most popular mystery writers and who has also created a recurrent
hero by the name of Gabriel Allon.

As good as “The Clarinetist” was for a first-time effort, “The Ninth
Terrorist” shows terrific improvement on Katz’s part in terms of plot struc-
turing and dialogue. The book actually blends three different plots into one
overarching story, which has to do with nefarious activities involving East
Bloc bad guys in the 1970s – when the Soviet Union was still very much a
Communist dictatorship and closely aligned with Palestinian terrorist orga-
nizations .

The story begins with the legendary “Summit Series” between Canada
and the USSR in 1972, in which a team composed of Canada’s best pro-
fessional hockey players from the NHL faced off against the powerful
Soviet team in an eight-game series.

I had forgotten though, that at the same time as that series was being
played, the Munich Olympics were also being staged and, anyone who was
around then will no doubt recall how horrified we all were at the tragic
murder of 11 Israeli athletes by members of the terrorist group known as
“Black September”.

Into that backdrop of high drama Katz inserts Daniel Khan, who contin-
ues to display the ability as a clever agent that he first demonstrated in “The
Clarinetist”. This time, however, Daniel is enmeshed in a series of events
in which he has to play multiple roles, all the time fully aware that one slip-
up could lead to his arrest and imprisonment in the Soviet Union.

Katz is clearly a great hockey fan and his depictions of the action during
games are quite vivid. You don’t have to be a sports fan at all in order to
enjoy the book though, as hockey merely serves as the excuse for Daniel to

be able to go to the
Soviet Union as a
reporter. Still, set-
ting so much of the
action in venues that
would resonate with
Canadian sports
fans makes “The
Ninth Terrorist” all
the more appealing.

I would note, too,
that in my review of
“The Clarinetist” I
was somewhat criti-
cal of the dialogue
in that book, writing
that Katz could have
used help in creating
some more authen-
tic sounding conver-
sations between
characters. This
time around, the dia-
logue is much
improved and
sparkles with often

very clever exchanges.
Turning Khan into a reporter is an

especially credible device, as
reporters have often served as agents
for various intelligence services. The
fact that Khan is a Canadian Jewish
reporter who can easily substantiate
his wanting to go to the Soviet
Union (and who also speaks
German, it turns out) certainly adds
plausibility to his becoming an agent
for not just one intelligence agency,
but several, all of which are aware
just how useful he can be to them.

One aspect of “The Ninth
Terrorist”, however, that seems
drawn straight out of the 1960s
“Mission Impossible” television
series (and later, the movies as

well), is the use of facial disguises. Having a number of different charac-
ters put on masks that are so lifelike they can get you through any number
of checkpoints is something that still remains a largely fictitious plot device
– even at a time when 3D print technology has certainly made it more fea-
sible.

Still, the ruse that Daniel Khan must employ in going back to the Soviet
Union a second time – four months after the first Canada-Soviet series, cer-
tainly adds to the complexity – and intrigue of what is already a terrific spy
novel. In fact, not only must he adopt a disguise at various times, he has to
help others disguise themselves. At times it all becomes a little dizzying
trying to remember just who it is that not only Daniel is pretending to be,
but others as well.

Into this already fairly complicated plot Katz inserts a quite clever sub-
plot having to do with someone who purportedly assisted the members of
Black September when they went about kidnapping the 11 Israeli athletes
in 1972.  The individual, who is the “ninth terrorist” referred to in the title,
turns out to be an extremely dangerous agent and Katz certainly makes this
character come alive.

With action aplenty and very creative plotting, “The Ninth Terrorist” is
an excellent thriller. When one considers that both “The Clarinetist” and
“The Ninth Terrorist” have been self-published by Herschy Katz, one won-
ders how long it will be before he’s approached by a major publisher with
a juicy offer to continue producing more in what could become a Daniel
Khan series.

I asked Herschy how one could buy “The Ninth Terrorist”. (He had sent
it to me as a pdf.) He replied that “My book is available directly from
Pomeranz Booksellers in Jerusalem. www.Pomeranzbooks.com. My previ-
ous book, “The Clarinetist”, is also available through them.”

Then Herschy sent me another note, saying that he was hoping to have
“The Ninth Terrorist” available on a digital platform quite soon. (He actu-
ally asked me to hold off running this review until he gets that done, but I
told him that I’m sure anyone reading this and wanting to buy his book
won’t be put off having to wait a bit in case it’s not available digitally just
yet.)

Then Herschy sent me another quite interesting tidbit of information after
I told him that I was going to print an accompanying article, also about
someone who entered into some subterfuge in the Soviet Union (in his
case, smuggling tallisim and sidurim), during a hockey tournament. (See
my story about Sherry Bassin on the opposite page.) 

After I wrote Herschy about Sherry Bassin’s escapade, he sent me this
note:

Dear Bernie,
A personal note about me you may want to add to your book review. My

late father, Boris Katz, z”l, escaped Stalin in 1924 and came to Montreal
as a young man. He and his nephew founded a business making men’s
clothes, which became quite successful. During the 1950s, 60s and 70s, he
would send packages of clothes to his family back in the USSR. Knowing
how the Russian customs inspectors would steal the contents, he would
pack extra jeans and put some American dollars inside the box, which, of
course, were stolen. However, inside the cuffs and collars of the clothes
that weren’t stolen, he sewed large amounts of cash, which his family ended
up getting.

This tidbit I incorporated into my story, “The Ninth Terrorist”.
Herschy
I enjoy helping to publicize Jewish writers (in particular, writers from

Israel) whose works might not otherwise receive much publicity because
they’re self-published. In Herschy Katz’s case, providing a boost to a for-
mer Canadian who made aliyah 37 years ago, but who’s also remained a
huge hockey fan, should be ample reason for some readers to want to pro-
ceed to buy “The Ninth Terrorist”. Herschy even sets some of the action in
Winnipeg – in case you needed any more cajoling!

Herschy Katz
A member of Black September
during what became known as
the “Munich Massacre” of 11
Israeli athletes in 1972



By BERNIE BELLAN

Awhile back I was sent a link by reader
Morley Bernstein to a very interesting
story that happened to be on the CBC

website. The story was about longtime hockey
guru Sherry Bassin, who has spent a good part
of his life managing hockey teams at various
levels.

This particular story had to do with an
episode in Bassin’s life that happened in 1983,
when he was the assistant coach and general
manager of Canada’s national junior team.
When I read the story my first thought was to
try to obtain reprint rights from the CBC itself.
But, to my chagrin, the CBC wanted way more
than I was prepared to pay to reprint that story,
so I decided not to do pursue that avenue.

Then, I began reading “The Ninth Terrorist”. If you read my accompany-
ing review on the opposite page you’ll see that a good part of that book also
has to do with a hockey tournament in Russia and, as was the case with
Sherry Bassin, about a Canadian Jew wanting to help Russian Jews through
subterfuge.

Here, in a nutshell, is what Sherry Bassin did back in 1983. What follows
is based upon that original CBC story, written by someone by the name of
Gary Waleik. My story also includes references to a phone conversation I
had with Sherry, with whom I was able to get in touch from his Oshawa
home.

What transpired in 1983 was Canada’s national junior team’s going to
Leningrad to play in the World Junior Championship that year. About a
month before the tournament was to begin, Sherry told me, he had the idea
that he could do something useful for the Jewish community of Leningrad.

He decided to purchase a great many tallisim (prayer shawls) and sidurim
(prayer books), all at his own expense, and smuggle them into Russia.

I asked Sherry what motivated him to do that - especially considering that
he was taking a great risk that, if discovered, he could be arrested?

He said to me that his father had come to Canada from Ukraine. When
his father was only seven, Sherry told me, he was sitting on a watertower
with some friends in his hometown one day, when a pogrom broke out. To
his father’s horror, he watched as Ukrainians and Jews fought a bloody bat-
tle, leaving many Jews dead. Seeing that left an indelible mark on Bassin
senior - but it was also something that carried over into Sherry’s identity as
a Jew.

Although hockey was his passion as a youth, Sherry realized that he
would never make it to the pros, so he decided to seek an education instead.
According to Gary Waleik’s story, “Bassin earned a Juris Doctorate, a
Masters in hospital administration and a Ph.D in pharmacy. He spent
decades as a college professor, pharmacist, junior hockey coach and team
general manager. He also worked as a television color commentator and
served as assistant general manager of the NHL’s Quebec Nordiques.”

Then, as already noted, in 1983, Bassin took upon himself the mitzvah of
transporting sidurim and tallisim to what was then still the Soviet Union.

He hid the religious articles among the hockey bags of the players on the
team - with their consent. But, as Waelik describes in his article, “In
December 1982, with the beginning of the tournament just days away, the
Canadian team boarded a train in Helsinki bound for Leningrad. When it
reached the Russian border Bassin recalls, ‘The soldiers came on the train.
One was a commissioned officer, and two of his assistants. And they’re
holding rifles. One guy’s pointing it at me.’ ”

The soldiers confiscated the bags, much to Bassin’s chagrin. He knew he
would have to get to them before any Soviet official did, so Bassin had to
act quickly. According to Waelik’s article, Bassin was asked to produce a
lineup of the Canadian team for one of the tournament organizers. Thinking
quickly, Bassin said the lineup was in one of the bags that was confiscated.

However, during my phone conversation with Bassin, he had a slightly
different version of what happened. He told me that he was able to get in
touch with the deputy mayor of Leningrad and, at 2:30 in the morning,
arrangements were made to get the hockey bags back to the team’s hotel.
No one had opened them.

So, the next morning, Bassin, along with a box full of tallisim and
sidurim, took a cab to the Leningrad synagogue. (There was only one syn-
agogue, Bassin explained).

“The cab driver told me there was no way he was going to drive all the
way to the synagogue (no doubt thinking the KGB had it under surveil-
lance), so he dropped me off a block from the synagogue.”

He shlepped that heavy box to the front door of the synagogue and went
inside. The 40 or so men who were there suspected he was a KGB agent,
until he reassured them he wasn’t.

At that point the men began “rejoicing like you wouldn’t believe,” Bassin
said. “They were dancing and singing, hugging me, and they wanted to
give me an aliyah.”

The rest of Waelik’s story deals with the hockey tournament (in which

Canada finished third, despite having such
future stars of the NHL on the team as Mario
Lemieux, Steve Yzerman, and Dave
Andreychuk).

But, in my conversation with Bassin, he
recalled one more colourful anecdote. The
KGB kept a constant watch on Bassin and the
rest of the team, he told me. One day he want-
ed to take a cab from the team’s hotel and,
although there were loads of cabs outside,
none of them would give him a ride. 

The reason, he explained, was that there
was a big car parked nearby, in which a KGB
agent was sitting - and who was not trying to
hide his presence. When the KGB agent saw
that none of the cab drivers would pick Bassin
up, he himself drove over to Bassin and asked

him where he was going? Bassin told him.
“Hop in,” he said to Bassin. “I’ll give you a ride.”
During the course of the ride, Bassin asked the agent where he had

learned to speak English.
“I went to university in Washington,” he answered. The agent went on to

explain that different agents would get sent to different countries to further
their educations and learn the languages of those countries.

While Bassin could certainly have taken pride in revealing what he had
done to help Soviet Jews back in 1983, he kept what happened to himself
for years afterward (although his wife had been aware of his plan, he told
me, and had offered her full support. He also only told his father what he
had done after he returned from Russia.)

“I didn’t want to get anyone in trouble,” he said to me - in case Russian
authorities would have heard about his escapade and exacted some form of
punishment upon the Jews of Leningrad who had met Bassin.

While “The Ninth Terrorist” tells a different story, the parallels between
fiction and reality in that  hockey tournaments in Russia provided perfect
cover for subterfuge in both the book and, in Sherry Bassin’s case -  in real-
ity, that ended up helping Jews in that country, and which certainly makes
for interesting reading. 

In the case of “The Ninth Terrorist”, how closely does art imitate life?
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long-time hockey general manager Sherry Bassin,
who smuggled sidurim and tallisim into the Soviet
Union in 1983



By MYRON LOVE

There is a Biblical story doubtless known to reg-
ular shul goers in which an ass talks. For those
readers who are not familiar with it, the story

can be found in Numbers 23-35 in the Torah.
In short, Balak, the King of Moab, is terrified of the

Israelites who are growing in power. He calls upon
the prophet Balaam to put a curse on the Israelites.
The Lord appears to the prophet in a dream and warns
him not to go. Nonetheless, Balaam, persuaded by
Balak’s promise of riches, sets out on his trusty don-
key. En route, an angel of the Lord armed with a
sword, blocks the way. The donkey sees the angel and
refuses to go on. Three times, the donkey refuses to
move and three times Balaam whips the beast.

Finally, the Lord opens the donkey’s mouth to speak
and the animal asks Balaam why he keeps beating his
trusty servant. At that moment, Balaam’s eyes are
also open and he see the angel who instructs him to
deliver the words of praise from the Lord to the
Israelites for Balak.

Well, in a similar vein, internationally-known
archaeologist Haskel Greenfield is also looking to the
stories that donkeys have to tell as to the development
of the evolution of Middle Eastern society during the
early Bronze Age circa 2500-2600 BCE.

Greenfield is a long time University of Manitoba
professor. He has the rank of Distinguished Professor,
of which there are only 25 at the university. He is also
Coordinator of the Judaic Studies Program at the U of M and Co-Director
of the Near Eastern and Biblical Archaeology Lab at St. Paul’s College.

This past April, Greenfield, along with colleague Dr. Tina Greenfield (his
wife and collaborator, at U. of Saskatchewan), and Professors John Wilkins

(U. of M.) and Elizabeth Arnold (Grand Valley State
University), and Gideon Hartman (University of
Connecticut) – received a $393,960 Insight Grant from
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council
of Canada to study how early complex societies were
provisioned during the Early Bronze Age (3600-2000
BCE) in the southern Levant. This was the time of the
first cities developing in the region. 

The scholars are using a unique approach by focusing
on the movement of biological goods and transport,
particularly through the major forms of transportation
in those days, i.e., donkeys. By the analysis of the teeth
of donkeys, sheep, goats, and other livestock, they will
be able to understand where the animals were born, and
how they were raised, fed, and cared.

Since 2008, the Greenfields and their students have
been working on the site known as Tell es-Safi, about
30 (45 km) miles southwest of Jerusalem, known in
ancient times as Gath, the hometown of Goliath of
David-and-Goliath fame. “We finished our excavations
in 2017,”Haskel Greenfield says. “For the past four
years, we have been working in our lab, analysing and
cataloguing our findings. While we have published
dozens of articles already on the project, we will have
our first volume out by the end of the year – with hope-
fully two or three more to follow. The site was so rich
that we recovered more information from it than ever
expected. It is taking years to process and write up the
data”.

One of the unexpected finds from the Tell es-Safi work that the
Greenfields encountered was the discovery of several complete donkey
burials. “The burials weren’t random,” Greenfield notes. “They were
buried in shallow graves beneath the floors of houses, but close to the
periphery of the site.” The locations of these burials, he surmises, may be
an indication of merchant quarters that were common to cities already in
ancient times.

“Our analysis of the isotopes on animal teeth have shown that while there
is evidence that sheep and goats were raised locally, the over half the don-
keys (and one goat) came from elsewhere, specifically Egypt,” he observes.
They were born and raised in Egypt, and slaughtered soon after arriving at
the site of Tell es-Safi.

“As the era we are studying is still considered prehistoric in that neither
cuneiform, hieroglyphics, nor evidence of any other form of writing for this
period throughout the region. Based on our discoveries at Tell es-Safi, we
are trying to extend our research across the region – by looking at the ani-
mal remains from many sites across the length and breadth of ancient
Canaan. We will be able to learn quite a bit from the donkeys and other ani-
mals about such things as trade, migration, food, and even climate.”

“We are trying to identify their ages and sex and learn how they were
raised, what they ate, how they were managed, and where they came from.
At different sites, some animals may have come from Egypt, while others
may have a Mesopotamian connection. The region alternated between
being within the spheres of influence of the two major early civilizations,
depending which was stronger at any given time.”

Greenfield reports that his research team is expanding its investigation
into the lives of donkeys and other animals beyond Tell Es-Safi/Gath to
other urban centres in the region. He notes that at around 2500 BCE, all the
large cities in the region collapsed and were abandoned. “We (archaeolo-
gists) aren’t sure why this happened,” he says. “We have found no evidence
of destruction. We only know that around 2200 BCE, there was a major
drought in the region. But, this is too late to be the cause of the urban col-
lapse 300 years before. Hence we are trying a new approach by examining
the isotopes in animal teeth to see if they record shifts in water and vege-
tation that might signal a change in climate.”

While the popular image of the working archaeologist is someone on his
hands and knees sifting dirt at a potential site, Greenfield notes that, as he
is almost 68 now, his days of working on digs are likely behind him. “Two
years ago, I was invited to work at the famous archaeological site of Tell
Beth Shemesh,” he says, “but, regrettably, the director of the dig recently
passed.”

He adds that he still has a lot of lab work ahead of him, and years of writ-
ing. That includes analysing material from excavations, not only in Israel,
but also in Jordan. “I was hoping to be in Israel this summer, but family
affairs (the passing of his younger brother, Avi) and the pandemic made it
impossible. I am hopeful that I will be able to visit Israel in the fall, and the
sites in Jordan next spring,” he says hopefully. When doing this kind of
work, one must always be hopeful”.

Haskel Greenfield peers into the mouths of donkeys (and other critters)
for new information concerning Bronze Age civilization in Middle East
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Husband and wife team Haskel and
Tina Greenfield at work a few years
ago on a dig in what was known in
ancient times as Gath (the home-
town of Goliath)


