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Mayor of Jerusalem Moshe Lion visits Winnipeg
In the above photo, Mayor Lion (with his wife, Stavit),  is seen being
greeted by Larry Vickar while, at right, Jerusalem Foundation
Executive Director Shai Doron looks on. Read more about the mayor’s
visit (and the confusion surrounding whether Bernie Bellan would be
able to talk to him) on page 8.

Sandra and Harvey Secter, also David Asper (seen in the above picture
with the late David Migaard), were honoured by the University of
Manitoba at its most recent convocation. Read the story, beginning on
page 3.

The Chai Folk Ensemble returned to the stage with its first concert
since 2019. More pictures on page 12.

Keith Levit photo

The Vancouver Jewish community has unveiled plans to build a mas-
sive new community centre that will also include between 500-600
housing units. Read the story on page 9.

Ari Posner has also had a
successful career in music
and has become a much
sought-after composer for
the television and advertis-
ing industries.
Read the story on page 24.

Bob Wiseman had a a suc-
cessful musical career  as a
member of Blue Rodeo,
but he’s pursued other
interests since.
Read the story on page 20.

Avra Love and Marcus Spiegel have honed their
skills as writers after following similar educa-
tion paths, and both have found success as short
story writers.
Read the story on page 13.

Dr.  Cara Katz has
received a grant to study
autism from siblings’
point of view.
Read the story on page
12.

Jake Tapper gave this year’s
Kanee lecture
Read the story, beginning on
page 6.

John Diamond, CEO of the
Jewish Foundation. 

The Foundation gave a record
amount in grants in 2021. Read
the story on page 5.

Keith Levit photo
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Israel news

Kinoko Tech, named the Hebrew University’s rising startup of 2022, receives the ASPER PRIZE

The world has changed in recent years, and
so has the startup and technology ecosys-
tem. Increased frequency and magnitude of

social and environmental issues have compelled
organizations to become more responsible in
their actions. Today, companies are no longer
focused just on business outcomes; they also
strive to make the world a better place. This is the
insight that drove us to create The Asper Prize.

The Asper Prize competition, led by ASPER-
HUJI Innovate - the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Center and The Asper Foundation, is a $35,000
prize meant to highlight startups that use innova-
tive technologies to create positive impact on a
global scale.

The annual competition is open to companies whose founders are associ-
ated with the Hebrew University in Jerusalem (faculty, students and alum-
ni) or those that rely on the Hebrew University’s intellectual property.

We’re thrilled to announce the 2022 Asper Prize winner is Kinoko-Tech.
The Company was founded by Dr. Jasmin Ravid, Dr. Daria Feldman and
Hadar Shohat - all three Hebrew University alumni. Kinoko-Tech has
developed a new plant-based protein based on a combination of mush-
rooms and legumes. This allergen-free protein can be cooked easily or
mixed into different food products. Kinoko is focused on generating tasty,
healthy and nutritious food that provide an ecologically-friendly protein
source.

Prof. Asher Cohen, President of the Hebrew University, greeted the par-
ticipants: “The Hebrew University has become, in recent years, a signifi-
cant catalyst for companies across a wide range of verticals. There is no
doubt that the knowledge and tools that students acquire here at the uni-
versity enable them to build technological endeavors that benefit
humankind, especially when it comes to sustainability and the climate cri-
sis.”

We’re incredibly proud of all the finalists in
the competition. Every single one of these
companies is contributing to a better future for
humanity, though each has a radically different
approach to doing so: Daika wood creates a
new wood material while recycling wood
waste and maintaining its original properties.
As mentioned above, the winner, Kinoko-
Tech, has found a way to create a pure aller-
gen-free protein from mushrooms that is both
tasty, healthy and sustainable. Antidote is a vir-
tual HMO that leverages AI technologies to
provide health coverage at a fraction of the
cost of the existing alternatives. Diptera.ai cre-
ated a long term solution for diseases spread by
mosquitoes using sterile male mosquitoes.
Finally, Immunyx Pharma has developed a rev-

olutionary platform technology to treat neutrophils.
Gail Asper, President of The Asper Foundation, referred to the competing

companies and highlighted the Prize’s purpose: “We encourage more com-
panies and start-ups to work towards creating a positive impact on our soci-
ety and environment through innovative technologies. With the Asper
Prize, we’re delighted to recognize the innovators who are striving to cre-
ate a better future for humanity. We would also like to thank the team at
ASPER-HUJI Innovate for their efforts to expand entrepreneurial thinking
to every area of study”.

Dr. Amnon Dekel, Executive Director of ASPER-HUJI Innovate - The
Innovation Center of the Hebrew University, congratulated the winners
and signed off: “Every startup we’ve seen today embodies the cutting
edge of the intersection between business and social impact. Businesses
that can generate revenues while improving the world they inhabit are an
important model for a sustainable future. We’re proud of the startups that
participated in the competition and are looking forward to seeing next
year’s contestants”.

In the photo above are (l-r): Dr. Amnon Dekel ,
Dr. Jasmin Ravid, Prof. Asher Cohen, Gail Asper
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Community news

Community leaders David Asper, Harvey and Sandra Secter
among the honourees at recent University of Manitoba convocation

Community
l e a d e r s

David Asper
and Harvey
Secter were
among ten indi-
viduals who
were recipients
of honorary
degrees at the

University of Manitoba’s most recent
convocation.

For Harvey Secter, who was recog-
nized with a Doctorate of Laws, the award was the culmination of a 30-plus
year relationship with the university in one capacity or another. What made
the event even sweeter for the university’s former Chancellor is that his
wife, Sandra, was also honoured by the university with the Peter D. Curry
Chancellor’s Award, which is given out annually to an individual who “has
made outstanding contributions to the develop of the university.”

The Secter name is well known in our community. Harvey’s parents, the
late Joe and Gwen Secter, set the bar high in terms of philanthropy and
community leadership for their children – and Harvey and Sandra have cer-
tainly made their own mark in community service.

Harvey Secter began his working career in the family business, succeed-
ing his father in operating Ricki’s Canada Ltd., a chain of ladies’ clothing
stores across Canada, in partnership with his brother-in-law, Sam
Guralnick.

In his time in business, Secter was involved with the Jewish Child and
Family Service, which led into volunteering with the United Way, includ-
ing  chairing the 1998 United Way campaign. 

He was part of the fundraising effort on behalf of the St. Boniface
Hospital’s new Research Centre and served on the board of the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba for more than 12 years.

In 1982, Secter and Guralnick sold the business and Secter, after fully
retiring from the company  - by then in  his 40s - returned in 1988 to the
University of Manitoba   - from whence he had previously earned a

Bachelor of Commerce degree in 1969  -
to pursue a career in law.  He followed that
up with a Master’s degree in Law from
Harvard in 1995.

That same year, after returning to
Winnipeg,  he became a lecturer in Law at
his alma mater, teaching in the fields of
mediation and arbitration.  In 1999, he was
appointed Dean of the Law faculty.  And,
after retiring from that position in 2008, he
was asked to serve as Chancellor of the
university, a role he filled until 2019.

It was her contributions to the university
as the wife of the Chancellor  that earned
Sandra Secter the Peter Curry Award.
Harvey notes that it is unusual in that
Sandra has never held an official position
at the university.

The Chancellor serves, in a sense, as the
university’s leading ambassador, Harvey
Secter points out, and Sandra was the con-
summate “ambassador’s wife” by regular-
ly engaging all the stakeholders, be they
students, faculty,  alumni or donors.

In her own right, Sandra Secter has contributed substantially to our com-
munity with leadership roles with the National Council of Jewish Women,
the Combined Jewish Appeal – where she and close friend Marsha Cowan
served as co-chairs of the 1997/8 campaign and again in 2001– as well as
many arts organizations over the years.

“It was been really gratifying that others have found our joint efforts as
volunteers over the years on behalf of the university and the community at
large to be meaningful and worthy of recognition at this stage of our  lives,”
Secter concludes.

For David Asper  - who was also recognized with a Doctorate of Laws, it
was more of a bitter-

By

MYRON LOVE

(Continued on page 6. See “Convocation.”)

Sandra and Harvey Secter
The late David Milgaard
(left) with David Asper,
who took up his case of
wrongful conviction, and
waged a tireless battle on
his behalf for six years.
Milgaard was also sched-
uled to receive an hon-
ourary degree at convoca-
tion, but sadly passed away
in May.



Iwas reading the CJN (Canadian Jewish
News) online this past week when I was
struck by a story about something that the

Vancouver Jewish community is undertaking.
You can read the full story on page 9 of this
issue, which describes in some detail the plan
that community has to build a new Jewish
Community Centre. (I’m sure you’ll notice the
similarities between what Vancouver will be

doing and what the Jewish community here did when it built the Asper
Jewish Community Campus.)

But, what really caught my eye was the portion of the story that described
how big a component low-cost housing is going to be in the Vancouver JCC
– with plans to build between 500-600 low cost housing units for seniors
and others in the low income bracket.

Of course, most of us are quite aware how expensive housing has become
in Vancouver. While Winnipeg housing prices have certainly not moved
anywhere close to what they are in Vancouver, they have risen quite a bit
in the past few years, as have apartment rental rates.

When it comes to determining how many members of our community
would be considered low income, the most recent available data goes back
to 2005, when the census that year took a detailed look at how many
Canadians would be considered as “low income”, which was defined as
having half the median income either for a family or an individual.

I wrote about that in March 2015, when I reported what I thought were
some very important findings from the 2005 census. Now, granted, while
that was 17 years ago, I really wonder how much things would have
changed in the intervening years.

Here is what I wrote seven years ago:
The percentage of Jewish single persons in Winnipeg who were consid-

ered low income in 2005 was 32.9%. (The percentage of Jewish single per-
sons who were low income for Canada as a whole was 36.9%.)

Further, the percentage of Jewish single persons 65+ who were low
income in Winnipeg in 2005 was 32%, (while the figure for Jews in all of
Canada wa 35.2%.)

It’s fairly easy for many readers to think that member of our Jewish com-
munity here don’t face the same kinds of financial challenges that we read
and hear about so often with respect to the wider community, but each year
that I’ve been reporting on the Jewish Child & Family Service Annual
General Meeting (which, by the way, will be taking place this week), the
issue of poverty among members of our community plays a very prominent
role in what JCFS Executive Director Al Benarroch has to report. I’m sure
that when I write about the JCFS AGM in our next issue, I’m going to have
quite a bit again to report about that particular issue.

As I’ve noted before, it’s partly through my experience delivering meals
on wheels for the Gwen Secter Centre this past year – and even more so
when I was delivering meals that Gwen Secter was providing on a massive
basis beginning in April 2021 to over 400 individuals on a weekly basis,
that I got a first-hand look at the difficult economic situation in which so
many members of our community find themselves.

So it was that when Fay
Rosenberg-Cohen, who is
the very experienced and tal-
ented Planning Director for
our Federation happened to
be speaking to the newly
reconstituted Remis
Speakers Forum on
Thursday, June 16, that I
asked her - citing what
Vancouver is proposing to
do, whether there has ever
been any consideration given
for the Federation to become
actively involved in provid-
ing housing for low-income
members of our community.

Fay said that has been an
issue that she – along with
others, have wrestled with
over the years. In fact, she
said, when the land adjacent
to the Simkin Centre was put
up for sale some years ago,
Fay said there was thought
given to developing some
sort of low income housing
component for Jewish
seniors on that site, but noth-

ing ever came of it. Fay also made the point that many Jewish seniors, even
if they find themselves in more difficult economic circumstances, are by
and large determined to remain in their own homes for as long as that’s fea-
sible. Thus, the idea of building something along the lines of what
Vancouver is proposing to do is probably not the right fit for our Jewish
community here.

Still, the issue of economic hardship among members of our Jewish com-
munity is certainly something that is being exacerbated of late by the ram-
pant inflation that is pervasive throughout the world. I’m not sure what
steps our Federation can take beyond increasing the allocation to JCFS for
the coming fiscal year – which is something I’m sure we’re going to see
when the Federation releases the report of its Allocation Committee (some-
thing that I also expect we’ll be writing about either in our next issue or the
following issue).

Our Jewish community has a well deserved reputation for looking after
less fortunate members of our community. One of the problems, however,
is simply finding out where they are. Last year I wrote about the outreach
program run by the JCFS, when that organization was actively seeking to
broaden its assistance to individuals who would be regarded as being on the
periphery of the Jewish community. I actually spoke to some of those indi-
viduals, who told me that they had never really been involved with the
Jewish community to any extent, yet they certainly appreciated the assis-
tance that was forthcoming from JCFS – and the fact that JCFS had taken
the initiative to reach out to them.

Yet, even if the Federation is reluctant to get involved in the area of hous-
ing beyond providing indirect assistance through JCFS that helps individ-
uals to some extent with housing issues, I can’t help but harken back to
what I wrote a few months ago about the relative burst of activity by sev-
eral of our synagogues in developing co-op housing over roughly a 20-year
time span beginning in the 1970s.

The co-op housing model was very well thought out back then, and it was
largely prompted by Federal government initiatives taken beginning in the
1970s that saw housing co-ops built on quite a large scale all across
Canada.

Now, while the physical state of many housing co-ops has deteriorated
over time, that is largely a function of the age of the housing itself. In my
writing about the co-ops that were built here by various synagogues, I
focused in particular on the situation at Shalom Gardens, noting that I had
become aware that Jewish applicants to live there seemed to be systemati-
cally being prevented from moving into that building. I am glad to report
that a change is in the offing for Shalom Gardens, but I am also told that it
will take quite some time for reforms in the manner in which new members
are given consideration for acceptance into that co-op to become apparent.

The notion that a housing co-op with the name “Shalom Gardens”, and
which was built by Temple Shalom (although the temple had nothing to do
with how the co-op has governed itself) would be discriminating against
Jews certainly rankles, to say the least.

Finally, as to what happened to the land adjacent to the Simkin Centre –
well, the type of housing that’s been constructed there is certainly not
affordable to anyone who’s not quite wealthy to begin with. When it comes
to seniors’ housing, the explosion in popularity of “assisted living” has cer-
tainly become a new phenomenon within the past 25 years or so. As any
reader of this paper is bound to note, the Shaftesbury Park Retirement
Residence has definitely moved to the forefront of favoured housing for
many Jewish seniors.

But, where does that leave those individuals who simply cannot afford a
place like the Shaftesbury or another favourite destination, the Portsmouth?
Yes, so long as one is physically able to remain in one’s home, or perhaps
move into an apartment that may not offer assisted living, but is still afford-
able, it’s not a major issue.

However, I rather expect that with the kind of inflation we’re currently
experiencing, which shows no signs of letting up in the near future, eco-
nomic challenges are something we’re going to be hearing a lot more of
within the Jewish community.

But, since we don’t really have a firm grasp on the demographic situation
within the Jewish community – and won’t have specific information until
StatsCan releases information about the ethnic composition of Canadians
in November this year, we don’t even know how many Jews there are in
Winnipeg. What we do know though, based on past censuses, is that our
community is aging much more rapidly than the general community, with
a much higher proportion of the Jewish community here over the age of 65
than the general community. 

I know that Fay Rosenberg Cohen is quite aware of that trend. I’m just
not sure that, with so much focus on attending to what the needs of future
generations will be, which seems to be something that elicits a dispropor-
tionate amount of interest from institutions such as the Jewish Foundation,
that the needs of our older generation are being properly addressed.
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By BERNIE BELLAN

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
distributed a total of $5.7 million in
grants altogether in 2021, which

was a record amount for the Foundation.
(The previous record was in 2020, when
the Foundation distributed $5.4 million in
grants.)

That was the major take-away from the
Annual General Meeting of the
Foundation which, for the third year in a
row, was held online via Zoom.

Foundation CEO John Diamond told
participants in the meeting that the
Foundation had undertaken what he
described as a “strategic refresh” in 2021,
so as to better define its purpose.

Out of that “refresh” came four areas in which the Foundation will want
to better communicate its purpose to the public.

Although Diamond enumerated the areas in which the Foundation will
want to better define itself, I sent an email to him following the AGM, ask-
ing him to describe what those four areas are in greater detail than he had
during the meeting.

Here is what he wrote back about those four areas:
The first will involve the “renaming of undesignated funds to

“Community Impact Funds and rolling out a marketing campaign to inform
the public.”

The second area is to
“Clearly define the
goals of ‘organization-
al endowments,’ as
VITAL ENDOW-
MENTS” that will
help to “ensure the
suspendibility of orga-
nizations. Our goal
here is to help organi-
zations start endow-
ment funds and/or
increase their endow-
ments to ensure their
success.”

The third area in
which the Foundation
will want to better
define itself is in
“Education and Public
image. The intent here
is to get the message
out to the community.
Who is the JFM? What
do they do? How are
they different but com-
plement the JFW
(Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg)? How can
you get involved etc.”  

Finally, Diamond
wrote, the Foundation
will want to “look at
how we can better
engage with younger
members of our com-
munity as well as how
can we better commu-
nicate with emerging
Jewish community
members. For exam-
ple, social media, pod
casts, communications
in Spanish, Russian
and Hebrew etc.”

Returning to the
financial situation of
the Foundation, 2021
was a banner year for
the stock market and
the robust perfor-
mance of Foundation
investments was

reflected in the total assets that the Foundation reported at year’s end:
$162,249,492. (That compares with the total of $148,075,775 which the
Foundation reported for its 2020 year end.)

The return on investments was 12.6% in 2021, which compares with a
10.7% return in 2020, I noted in my report on last year’s AGM, and a
15.3% return in 2019. (One can’t help but wonder what will be reported at
next year’s AGM as the current stock market situation is looking pretty
grim as of the time of writing.) 

In addition, the Foundation received $3.5 million in new contributions. A
total of 81 new funds were also established at the Foundation in 2021. As
well, 61 students were recipients of scholarships from the Foundation in
2021.

Diamond also reported that, since the Jewish Foundation was established
in 1964, a total of $83.9 million has been distributed by the Foundation.
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Community news

Jewish Foundation distributes record amount of money in 2021

john Diamond
CEO, Jewish Foundation

of Manitoba Israel accused of apartheid by politicians
in Spain’s Catalonia region

June 17, 2022 (JTA) — The foreign affairs committee of the parliament
of Catalonia, Spain’s second-most populous region, accused Israel  of com-
mitting “apartheid.”

Thursday’s vote in Barcelona adopted a draft resolution submitted
months ago by far-left politicians. About half of the 30 lawmakers who sit
on the committee voted in favor of the draft resolution. Several others
voted against and the rest abstained, resulting in the resolution’s passage.

Political parties are represented in the committee according to their elec-
toral size, meaning the vote could reflect the position of the majority of the
135 lawmakers serving in the Parliament of Catalonia. The issue has not
been brought to a plenum vote.



By BERNIE BELLAN

Jake Tapper is a very well-known CNN anchor (and chief
Washington correspondent) whose manner is totally
opposite from the firebrands who populate Fox News.

Whereas individuals such as Sean Hannity and Tucker
Carlson thrive on inflaming their audiences, Tapper’s sooth-
ing tone and low-key style serves to calm his audience.
However, while Tapper may appeal to the type of liberal
audience that attended the most  recent Kanee lecture on June
2nd, according to a recent report in Forbes magazine, Fox is
trouncing CNN in the ratings. After listening to Tapper deliv-
er what was, in essence,  a review of the way in which
Donald Trump was   responsible for the assault on the US
Capitol for on January 6, 2021, which was undoubtedly
totally familiar to members of the audience who might have
expected him to offer  a more illuminating or stimulating
talk than he did - it’s not hard to understand why viewers
have been tuning CNN out.

To be fair though, when it comes to delivering a lecture, an individual
like Tapper, who no doubt is quite mindful of not straying too far afield
from a moderate position, is not the kind of person who is likely going to
offer great insight into the issues of the day.

Such was the case on Wednesday evening, June 2nd, when approximate-
ly 350 individuals attended this year’s Sol & Florence Kanee lecture at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. (It was the first live in-person Kanee lecture in
three years, with everyone in attendance required to produce proof of vac-
cination and remain fully masked for the entire evening.)

Prior to Tapper’s talk, Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada
President Mark Kantor gave a brief rundown of the current state of the
JHCWC. Kantor noted that the JHCWC has now achieved its goal of hav-
ing raised $1 million for what is known as the Norman and Florence Vickar

Archival Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.  

Jake Tapper is first and foremost a reporter, and what
he proceeded to do during his 45-minute talk was give a
summary of the events that had led up to the current sit-
uation the very moment  he was speaking – when, he
said, the fact that the Congressional hearings into the
January 6 insurrection were going to be televised live
the next night meant that he was unable to be in
Winnipeg in person.

Before moving on to a discussion of the events of
January 6 and the fallout thereafter, Tapper amused the
audience with stories of his ancestry, including having
had a great-grandfather who, for a very short time (four
days) served as mayor of Winnipeg. It was in his quest
to find out more about his roots that, Tapper explained,
he actually got in touch with the Jewish Heritage Centre.

One thing led to another and JHCWC Executive Director Belle Jarniewski
ended up inviting Tapper to deliver this year’s Kanee  lecture.

Tapper noted that he became interested in exploring his ancestry during
the first year of the Covid pandemic, when he had more time on his hands
than usual, and he became involved in doing a story about ancestry.com.
He went on to explain that he had been told that he might be related to some
Tappers in Winnipeg, but after researching the subject – partly with the
assistance of the JHCWC, he realized that what he had been told was
wrong.

Thus, he declared to the audience: “I’m talking to you tonight entirely
because of a mistake.”

Further, Tapper explained that while his father is Jewish, his mother had
converted to Judaism. It turns out that members of his mother’s family had
actually fought in the
American Revolution, Tapper
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sweet moment because David Milgaard
wasn’t able to share the podium with
him.  Milgaard, the man that Asper spent
many years moving heaven and earth to

free from prison after he was falsely convicted for murder, was also sched-
uled to receive an honorary degree but, sadly, passed away in mid-May.

“I accepted his degree on behalf of David,” Asper says, “but it wasn’t
the same without him.  I missed having my guy beside me.  That was to be
his moment of full redemption.”

For readers who are unaware - or may have forgotten the details,
 Milgaard was a young man from Winnipeg – a drifter at the time – who
happened to be crashing in Saskatoon for a period.  In 1969, on a cold win-
ter morning, a young nurse by the name of Gail Miller was brutally raped
and murdered at a bus stop in Saskatoon. Footsteps in the snow led to the
nearby house where the then-16-year-old Milgaard was temporarily stay-
ing.

Saskatoon police soon decided that Milgaard was their man.  As the great
Canadian criminal lawyer Eddie Greenspan pointed out in his autobiogra-
phy, once the police and the Crown zero in on a suspect, they do their best
to prove his guilt and ignore evidence that points to his innocence.

Thus, even though Milgaard steadfastly insisted that he was innocent, he
was convicted of the crime and sentenced to life in prison.  Through a quirk
in our prison system, once convicted you can only get parole if you
acknowledge your guilt – something which Milgaard refused to do.

David’s mother, the late Joyce Milgaard, believed in her son’s innocence
and worked tirelessly to find anyone who would give him a fair hearing.
In 1986, after 16 years in prison, the late Hersh Wolch took on the case and
brought David Asper – a lawyer for Wolch’s firm – in to help.

Asper was soon spearheading the defense.
“I worked on David’s case for six years before he was released in 1992,”

Asper recalls.  “He was finally fully exonerated in 1997 by science and the
evidence provided by DNA analysis.  We became very close.  A certain
level of intimacy and intensity developed in our relationship”

(Another man – a serial killer as it turned out – who happened to be stay-
ing at the same house where Milgaard was staying at that time  - was sub-
sequently arrested and convicted of the murder.)

Asper observes that life outside went on in the years that Milgaard was
incarcerated.  “I met Ruth, the woman who would become my wife in
1986,” he says.  “We had two children before David was released and our
third before he was exonerated  While my wife was working at starting a
business and I was travelling across the country pursuing justice for David,
his mother stepped up and helped us with our own family.”

In recent days, with kids grown, David Asper reports that he has cut back
on his activities. “I am taking it easier,” he says. “I am still involved though
in public service as a director of the North Portage Partnership Board and
Chair of the Manitoba Police Commission, which I have found to be an
interesting role.”   

Convocation
(Continued from page 3.)Hi Bernie,

I just read the June 8, 2022 edition of the Jewish Post & News.  Your last
page Community news article on Rabbi Alan Finkel coming to the rescue
of his fellow cyclists brought a real smile to my face.  

The picture reminded me of an old joke that I modified as follows:
Question:  How many Jews does it take to fix a flat bicycle tire?
Answer: Nine.  One Rabbi and one Jew to fix the flat, six Jews to stand

around and pray all goes well and one Jew to take a picture of the pro-
ceedings to prove Jews can indeed fix a flat bicycle tire.

Good thing it wasn’t a flat car tire - you would have needed a minyan, at
least.

To you and your staff: keep up the great work.  We love the Jewish Post
& News.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Minuk
Montreal, Quebec
(former Winnipegger)

Hi Bernie 
It sounds to me like Myron Love is trying to recreate the phoney

antiSemitic trope that was used in the UK to discredit Labour. The NDP is
not an antiSemitic party. In fact the story that Love repeats about support-
ing an anti Semitic candidate is a lie. That candidate was dropped from the
ballot in late January as soon as the party found out about it. 

David Weller

Jake Tapper reflects on his role as a CNN anchor and his 
search in vain for a connection to any Winnipeg Tappers

LETTERS

Jake Tapper
desperately strove to find out
whether he was related to any
Winnipeg Tappers.

(Continued on page 7. See “Tapper.”
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discovered in doing research on his
ancestry.

“They did fight in the Revolutionary
War – but on the ‘wrong’ side,” he disclosed. As a result, “they fled to
Canada,” hence his Winnipeg connection through his mother’s grandfather
(whose name, by the way, was David Dyson).

An anchor with CNN since 2013, Tapper also serves as CNN’s Chief
Washington Correspondent. In that capacity he’s been deeply involved in
reporting on the incredible story of an incumbent president trying to over-
turn the results of a democratic election – which we’re now witnessing
unraveling in prime time.

Yet, unlike a historian such as Margaret MacMillan, who offered pro-
found insights into the chaos ensuing in the aftermath of World War I four
years ago during her own Kanee lecture, someone like Tapper is perhaps
too closely enmeshed in the day to day events as they unfurl to offer the
kind of perspective on events that perhaps a historian might have been able
to deliver.

What he gave to the audience on June 2nd instead was a fairly long
overview of how we got to where we are, but without offering any analy-
sis of what the longterm consequences will be of having had a scoundrel of
such epic proportions as Donald J. Trump in the White House for four
years.

Tapper noted that early on in his presidency Trump declared that “jour-
nalists are the enemy of the people,” but in saying that,  Tapper suggested,
Trump “put people’s lives at risk.”

“I’m amazed that no journalists were killed during Trump’s presidency,”
he admitted, with the exception of Ahmad Khashoggi, who was likely
killed by the Saudis because Mohammed Bin Salman knew that Trump
could care less about the murder of a Saudi journalist.

“Something else was lost” during the Trump presidency, Tapper
observed: “facts and the truth.”

Tapper noted that Trump had a specific purpose in attacking journalists,
which Trump revealed when he said to a group of journalists, “I do it to dis-
credit you all, so that when you write critically about me, you’ll be dis-
credited.”

During an interview with CBS’s “60 Minutes” correspondent Leslie
Stahl, Trump delved deeper into his methods (but after the cameras were
turned off), Tapper said. Trump told Stahl that he was going to treat “any
negative polls as ‘fake news’,” adding that “if it’s bad I say it’s fake, but if
it’s good I say that it’s the most accurate poll ever.”

For Tapper, the ongoing war between Democrats and Republicans in the
United States is “not about Republicans versus Democrats, it’s about truth
versus lies.”

Yet, Trump did accomplish some good things during his presidency,
Tapper acknowledged, including helping to bring about the “Abraham
Accords” and  pushing for the rapid development of vaccines to combat
Covid-19 with a plan that was labeled “Operation Warp Speed.”

“It’s ironic that Operation Warp Speed saved millions of lives,” Tapper
noted, so “Why didn’t he (Trump) fully embrace the vaccination program
then?”

“He was vaccinated in secret before he left office,” Tapper added. “It was
his handling of Covid that cost him the election.”

At that point in his talk Tapper delved into a very detailed review of
events immediately preceding the January 6 insurrection. I continued to
take copious notes but, in reviewing them I’ve said to myself: “Who does-
n’t know the details of what happened immediately following the US elec-
tion on November 3, 2020?” I suppose someone totally indifferent to world
events might not know that Trump tried to claim that the election was
“stolen”, but, in any event, there’s no need to regurgitate Tapper’s detailed
chronology of those events here. (I do have them in my notes, though. If
you want to hear what Tapper had to say give me a call and I’ll read you
my notes about that part of his talk.)

Tapper did offer some suggestions as to why it’s important to continue to
examine those fateful days between November 2, 2020 and January 6,
2021, saying: “It’s important to have clarity, it’s important to say lying is
not good.”

Tapper quoted the very brave Republican Congresswoman Liz Cheney,
who said that the lie Trump told – and has continued to tell “is a lie that’s
going to be deployed in the future.”

“We must stand up for the facts,” Tapper declared. “Facts are messy and
inconvenient…but in order to push a narrative you have to have
facts….News media should be committed to facts and ignore the narra-
tives.”

As an illustration of how people commit to a certain narrative – such as
that Joe Biden has to be supported no matter what, Tapper said that he’s
been told that “if you ask tough questions about Biden’s handling of the
economy, you must be for Trump.”

There was one point in Tapper’s lecture when he actually mentioned a
term which I, along with most others in the audience, had probably never
heard before, when he referred to something known as the “Overton
Window.”

That term, he explained, refers to “the range of policies that are accept-
able to discuss” at a certain point in time. It was inconceivable to discuss
the emancipation of the slaves until a certain period in American history,
Tapper noted. 

Now, it is possible to discuss “reparations for slaves”, “defunding the
police” and, perhaps most alarmingly, “disenfranchising the voters of
Pennsalvania and Wisconsin” by disallowing huge numbers of perfectly
legal ballots, which is something “two-thirds of House Republicans voted
to do,” Tapper observed.

“Trump’s plan is to overturn the results of the 2024 election if he or his
chosen successor fails,” Tapper predicted. Consequently, “democracy in
the US is at risk when so many voters have proven to be susceptible to
lies.”

Tapper ended his lecture by quoting Thomas Jefferson, who had this to
say about the importance of newspapers to democracy: “If I had to choose
between government without newspapers or newspapers without govern-
ment, I would choose the latter.”

Following Tapper’s remarks, he fielded questions from audience mem-
bers. (I took notes until both the pens I had brought with me ran out of ink.
At that point I left. I apologize if I’m omitting some good questions which
I may have missed as a result. Honestly, the question and answer session
was more illuminating than hearing Tapper’s remarks to that point, espe-
cially when he found himself squirming talking about his disgraced col-
league, Chris Cuomo.)

By the way, that was the first question asked of Tapper: “What have you
learned about integrity and honesty with what’s gone on at CNN?”

Tapper: “You have to learn to recuse yourself or be fully transparent.
Nobody in journalism wants to be the story. You don’t want to have to
answer questions like that” (the one just posed to him).

Question: “As bad as Trump is are we going to see worse?”
Tapper: “I am more afraid that there are Republicans who have been

going on with the ‘big lie’.” 
Question: “How can you remain objective?”
Tapper: “The question is: ‘Are you aware of your biases?’ Do you try to

understand points of view other than your own?”
Question: “How does a reporter handle what you’ve seen in Ukraine?”

(Tapper spent two weeks in May reporting from Ukraine.)
Answer: “A lot of news organizations remind us that if we need to talk to

people (about what we’ve seen), we have people there for you – but let’s
remember first responders face the same problem.”

Tapper was then asked a question about a possible connection to some
Jewish Tappers from Winnipeg.

He responded that “I looked for months to try to find a connection with
the Jewish Tappers of Winnipeg. We even went so far as to try to get some-
one (from Winnipeg) to take a DNA test.” (Apparently that endeavour was
aborted when it became clear that it was fruitless.)

Question: “What do you think is going to happen in the mid-term elec-
tions?” (Afterwards, someone suggested to me that it would likely be
impossible to find an American audience anywhere that would want to hear
from a Canadian journalist about Canadian politics.)

Tapper: “We haven’t lost our democracy yet. The guardrails buckled, but
they’ve held. We have to remain vigilant…but I’m not applying for
Canadian citizenship. I don’t know that things are going to get worse.”

Question: “Have you felt any anti-Semitism at CNN?”
Tapper answered that he’s experienced anti-Semitism most pronounced-

ly on social media – from “both the right and the left.” He noted, however,
that his colleague Ben Shapiro, who presents quite clearly as a conserva-
tive on most issues, has also been subjected to anti-Semitic attacks from
both the right and the left.

Tapper added thought that the roughest period for him as a Jewish
reporter was when he was covering the Israel-Gaza war (I’m not sure to
which one he was referring. It was probably the war in 2014, which lasted
almost seven weeks – one which I also personally experienced.) when he
came under attack for both being too critical of Israel and too supportive.

Yet he added, with reference to any anti-Semitism he may have experi-
enced, “compared to what my female colleagues who are Latino or Asian
go through, it’s nothing.”

In retrospect, thinking about how I began this report of Jake Tapper’s lec-
ture, perhaps I was a shad too dismissive of what he had to say. It would
have been unfair to expect him to offer the kind of learned wisdom that a
Margaret MacMillan was able to impart – 100 years after the end of World
War I, about the long term effects of that war.

Still, there are commentators out there, including on CNN – such as
Fareed Zakaria, who specialize in offering deep insight into the issues of
the day. And maybe next year whoever is invited won’t have to use the
excuse that he was called upon to anchor his network’s coverage of con-
gressional hearings as a reason not to appear in person. Say Jake, when did
you actually decide you weren’t going to be coming to Winnipeg? I dare
say it was long before you knew you were going to be anchoring CNN’s
coverage of the congressional hearings, wasn’t it?

Tapper
(Continued from page 6.)



By BERNIE BELLAN

On Wednesday, June 15 I was
expecting to have a chance to
meet the mayor of Jerusalem,

whose name I found out is Moshe
Lion.

What follows is an email I sent to
Keith Levit, who was taking pictures
of the mayor and his entourage that
day, and who asked me whether I
was going to use any of the pictures
he took.

Hi Keith,
Wednesday was a crazy day. I did-

n’t know what was expected of me
as far as those visitors from Israel
was concerned. I kept getting differ-
ent information from different peo-
ple. It started with a phone call from
Joe Wilder last week, who told me
the mayor of Jerusalem was going to
be in Winnipeg and asked whether I
would meet with him? I said “sure,
just tell me when.” Joe said he would get back to me.

Then I received an email from someone from Israel who asked me
whether I would be willing to meet with someone by the name of Shai
Doron, who is the executive director of the Jerusalem Foundation. When I
wrote back saying that I would, she responded that I should meet him in
“Tuxedo Mall” on Wednesday. (I assumed that Doron must be traveling
with the mayor.) When I told her that seemed really strange because that’s

a vast outlet mall, she said she would get
back to me. (She never told me why I was
being asked to meet with him.)

Subsequently, the person in Israel
phoned me to discuss what was going to
be happening. I asked her whether, in
addition to meeting Doron, I might have a
chance to talk to the mayor. She said the
mayor didn’t like to do interviews.
(That’s so typical of politicians who hold
office these day.)

So, I contacted Elaine Goldstine (CEO
of the Jewish Federation), to ask whether
I’d have a chance to meet the mayor of
Jerusalem when he was here. Elaine said
she’d let me know. On Wednesday morn-
ing she sent me an email telling me to
come down to the campus at 1:15. Well,
you saw what happened. You were out-
side taking pictures of a very large
entourage (and I had no idea who most of
those people were). It turned out they
were getting ready to go to the Human
Rights Museum. Joe Wilder introduced

me quickly to the mayor. I shook his hand and when he asked who I was,
someone told him I was with the Jewish newspaper. That was it - off he and
the entourage went. (Someone asked me if I wanted to come along, but I
figured “What for?” They were going to be touring the museum and I knew
I wasn’t going to get a chance to talk to the mayor.)

But, before they left Shai Doron introduced himself to me and asked me
whether I could meet him at Polo Park at 3:00. I asked where and he told
me wherever there was a place to get something to eat.

So, off I went on my bike to Polo Park shortly before 3. Doron had given
me his WhatsApp number to call, but it turns out someone already has to
be a contact who’s accepted you as a contact before you can phone them,
so I wasn’t able to phone him to tell him I was there.

I kept looking around the food court for him and was ready to leave when
I got a phone call from him. (I don’t know how he got my number.)  He
said he was in Polo Park and when I said I was in the food court, he said,
“Just wait there, I’m coming up the escalator.”

When I finally saw him he said he’d like a coffee. It turns out that none
of the food kiosks in Polo Park serve coffee. Strange, huh?

We finally sat down and I asked him where the mayor was? He said he
was shopping before they had to go to the airport to catch a flight to
Vancouver. I thought that was neat: the mayor of Jerusalem shopping in
Polo Park. I wonder whether he had a bodyguard with him. (I doubt it.
Doron said that he and the mayor and another woman came together in one
car.)

Anyway, when Doron told me what he wanted to talk about, he told me
that I couldn’t write about what he just told me - at least not yet. I said:
“Don’t worry. I’m not going to divulge your scoop.” (It is an interesting
story, but not of earth-shaking importance, and anyway it will have to wait
until I get official word that it’s okay to publish something -  if I decide that
it’s even newsworthy.)

I said to Doron that I had to leave to go watch the Jewish Foundation
AGM. I said good bye and returned home in time to watch a very short
AGM. (Boy, it’s great having these AGMs on Zoom. They’re done in no
time at all.)

But really, why did I have to meet Doron at Polo Park anyway? We could
just as well have talked over the phone or someone could have sent me an
email telling me there was going to be an interesting story coming soon, but
I couldn’t write about it yet. (I love hearing that someone has a great story
for me - but I can’t write about it yet.)

So, I have nothing to write  about why the mayor was visiting Winnipeg
here, other than meeting with various individuals. You sent lots of pictures
- and they’re all very nice, but if he had anything interesting to say, well, I
wasn’t there to hear it. It all seems kind of strange to me. I know that prob-
ably because of security concerns and because he was here for such a brief
visit that other media weren’t alerted to his coming here, but I would have
liked to have heard what he had to say. I’ll use at least one of the pictures
you sent, and I’m going to use this email as the story to go with them -
instead of what could have been a more substantial report about the mayor
of Jerusalem’s whirlwind visit to Winnipeg.

One more thing: I wonder what he was shopping for in Polo Park?
Regards,
Bernie

Follow-up: Keith Levit did respond to my email. He also wondered how
things got so fouled up as far as my meeting the mayor went. (I should note
that Joe Wilder observed that there were simply too many cooks in the
kitchen.) Keith also explained that it was the mayor’s wife who was the
woman in the car with the mayor and Shai Doron and it was she who want-
ed to do some shopping at Polo Park for her grandchildren.

Mayor of Jerusalem visited Winnipeg - but I never got a chance to speak with him
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Mayor Moshe Lion and his wife Stavit at the Asper Campus
with various members of the Jewish community on June 15

Keith Levit photo
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Vancouver’s Jewish Community Centre makeover promises more room 
for day care, an expanded high school and affordable housing

By JAN LEE 
June 14, 2022 (CJN) They’re gearing up for the remake of a

lifetime at the Jewish Community Centre in Vancouver.
The current facility, built in 1961 in Vancouver’s bustling

Oakridge community, is being replaced with a new, 230,000-
square-foot complex that aims to redefine what a JCC is all
about.

The complex, due to be finished in about a decade, will not
only offer expanded athletic facilities, a new Holocaust educa-
tion centre, child care facilities, affordable housing, more
seniors programs and room for an expanded high school, but
will be big enough to house more than 20 Jewish agencies all
under one roof.

Eldad Goldfarb, CEO of the Jewish Community Centre of
Greater Vancouver (JCCGV), said the decision to redevelop
the property was spurred by the centre’s aging infrastructure
and an increasing demand for community amenities.

“We don’t have enough space for many of our programs. [We have] no
room for expansion,” Goldfarb said.

The JCC’s new layout would allow more room for sports, classes and
other popular programs.   It would also allow King David High School
(KDHS), currently located across the street from the centre, to move next
door to the JCC and expand.

A second gym would be reserved exclusively for school meets and class-
es. The school currently doesn’t have a gym on its site.

Russ Klein, KDHS head of school, said the high school has seen an
unprecedented growth in recent years, and is now at capacity.

“We are one of the lucky Jewish day schools in North America. Over the
last 10 years, our school population has continued to increase,” he said.
“We were below 140 students about 12 years ago and now we’re up around
250 students,” with zero room for expansion.

The lack of a gym has a significant impact on curriculum and schedules
since gym is a requirement for students from grades 8 through 10.

“This will allow us to have PE at all times of the day, besides being a
huge indoor space for all sorts of other school activities.”

The redevelopment would allow more Jewish organizations to move to
the JCC.

The centre currently houses about 15 agencies, including the Vancouver
Holocaust Education Centre, Isaac Waldman Library and the Jewish
Federation of Vancouver.  

Organizations that had opted to move out of the JCC due to space limita-
tions and expanding needs, may be able to return. Jewish Family Services,
which operates a food bank and provides access to housing, financial aid
and counseling services, could move back. So could the Jewish Historical
Society, which right now manages the JCC’s Holocaust Centre from off-
site.

The new design will also make room for newcomers. The Canadian
Associates of Ben-Gurion University, Canadian Friends of Hebrew
University and the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs have all expressed
interest in the new facility.

Affordable Housing
Like many cities throughout Canada, Vancouver faces an acute afford-

able housing shortage. Vancouver had the highest rents in the country,
according to Rentals.ca, an online rental agency. In June 2022, the average
rent for a one-bedroom apartment was $2,377.

The new development is expected to create 500 to 600 new affordable
housing units. The proposal offers not only an innovative way to create
more housing, but to create access to programs and services for seniors,
lower-income families and individuals with disabilities.

The apartments, which will be built in Phase II of the redevelopment, will
be located in a separate wing above the high school.

Goldfarb said the redevelopment will also help to address another chal-
lenge that Vancouver families are facing: affordable child care.

“There’s a huge waiting list all over the city including [at] our facility, for
families that are looking for child care solutions,” he said, noting that the
expanded facilities would almost double the JCC’s child care services.

Ezra Shanken, CEO of the Federation of Greater Vancouver, said the
redevelopment not only targets many of the problems families are facing in
Vancouver right now, but aligns with goals set by the provincial and feder-
al governments.

The province has announced a commitment of $25 million toward the
construction of Phase 1, which comprises the JCC community programs
and agencies, including the child care expansion, Shanken said. The feder-
al government has also publicly promised support for the project, although
the amount has not yet been announced.

“There’s a lot in this building [project] that speaks to government. That’s
a great thing,” Shanken said. “We’re very lucky about that. But it also says
that we really are doing the right things. It’s not that we’re synced up gov-
ernment by coincidence. We’re synced up with government because we’re

doing the right things. We’re help-
ing where help is needed. That’s why [the governments are] helping us.
They want to partner because we’re helping people across the region.”

If all goes according to plan, construction of Phase 1 will break ground
next year. But there’s still much to do to complete the two stages of con-
struction, which is estimated by current costs to total around $450 million.
“We are in the midst of working on our capital campaign and working
toward achieving our fundraising goals,” Goldfarb said.

When Phase 1 breaks ground, the centre’s current parking lot will be
excavated and a new, multi-storey community centre, athletic complex and
underground parking lot will take its place.

Once the first phase is completed, the affordable housing and the high
school will be built. The entire redevelopment is expected to take about
four years. 

In the meantime, KDHS has secured a grant from the Diamond
Foundation to construct additional classrooms at its present site while it
waits for Phase II to be completed.

Klein said it is to the school’s advantage to have the community centre
completed first.

“We want it done because we need the gym,” Klein said. “Just having
such a vibrant community centre right next door to us and then being part
of it, is just going to be huge I think, for the whole Vancouver communi-
ty.”

Shanken said completing the new state-of-the-art complex will signify an
important step for the growing Vancouver Jewish community.

“The greatest gift that this project gives to this community is the belief
and the understanding that we can do big things here. We are changing the
public consciousness here from ‘we can’t,’ to ‘we can.’ And there are more
and more people stepping up and believing in their hearts that we can
accomplish this.”

The current Jewish Community
Centre of Greater Vancouver turns
61 years old this year. (Credit: The
Jewish Community Centre of Greater
Vancouver )

The Jewish Community Centre will include a
child care centre with a rooftop play area.
Affordable housing and King David High
School will be walking distance from the cen-
tre. (Credit: Acton Ostry Architects)

Stephen Curry wore a Hebrew sweatshirt at the NBA Finals
June 15, 2022 (JTA) — Jews looking for

a rooting interest in the concluding games
of this year’s NBA Finals might have one
now, thanks to a head-turning wardrobe
choice from Golden State Warriors star
Stephen Curry.

No, Curry isn’t Jewish. But during
Friday’s Game 4 postgame press
conference, following a Warriors victory,
he did don a Hebrew sweatshirt for the
cameras — one that matches his own
Hebrew tattoos.

Eagle-eyed Twitter sleuth Emma Goss,
a reporter at Jewish Telegraphic Agency
partner J. The Jewish News of Northern
California, caught the hoodie. It features
a phrase in Hebrew, which translates to
“love never fails” — a reference to the New Testament passage 1
Corinthians 13:8 (though with the Hebrew letters written in the reverse
order). It’s also one of Curry’s two Hebrew tattoos, which he shares with
his wife. 

The sweatshirt also features an image of Curry’s wrist, visibly
emblazoned with the same Hebrew tattoo. Curry’s second Hebrew tattoo is
simply his last name rendered in Hebrew.

https://twitter.com/SC30inc/status/1536784459587997696
Curry’s fascination with the language might stem from his mother, Sonya

Curry, who told reporters in 2015 that following a previous visit to Israel,
she “was just transformed spiritually.” Sonya Curry, who also has a
Hebrew tattoo, said she wanted to learn Hebrew because it is the language
that Jesus spoke (more likely, he spoke Aramaic, although probably
understood Hebrew), and added that she wanted to read the Torah in
Hebrew.

Stephen Curry sporting a
sweatshirt with Hebrew on
it during an NBA Finals
postgame press conference,
June 10, 2022. (Screenshot
from YouTube)



Winnipeg Jewish Theatre presents the critically acclaimed Chutzpah &
Salsa, from June 27 to July 3. The show will be performed in a canvas tent
in the Asper Community Campus Field.  Tickets are available at
204.477.7478 or 

Chutzpah and Salsa is a soulful musical celebration that’s part concert,
part storytelling salon. Six Latinx Jewish women have their funny and
poignant stories about faith, family, and fitting in woven together with
music by internationally-acclaimed Winnipeg band The Mariachi Ghost.

The show features twelve personal and mostly true stories of emigration
to Latin America from Europe, Syria and other countries that were not
“Jewish-friendly. Upon arrival, the authors encountered a vastly different
and exotic world. They made their way, and in many cases, prospered.
However, there was always “the suitcase by the door,” an expectation that

this new home was not permanent.

The Mariachi Ghost’s haunting rhythms, explosive vocals, and authentic
Mexican musical stylings promise a cabaret-style evening infused with
funny and poignant moments of Jewish and Latinx culture.

Tickets are available at 204.477.7478 or 

Canadian premiere of play about the lives of
Bella & Marc Chagall left audience members

wanting to learn more about the Chagalls
“The Flying Lovers of Vitebsk” – a WJT production 

Review by BERNIE BELLAN
(Note: Although the most recent WJT produc-

tion has finished its run, I thought readers might
want to know something about what  it was all
about.)

Most of us are familiar with the paintings of
Marc Chagall – with his surrealistic imagery
permeated with flying cows, roosters, fish, and
the moon. But, what about the man himself?
What was he like?

Now, in a new play that was performed for the
very first time in Canada by the WJT, audiences
found out that Marc Chagall also enjoyed a long
and happy marriage to a brilliant woman, Bella,
who died suddenly and much too soon shortly
after the Chagalls had moved to America.

“The Flying Lovers of Vitebsk” told the story
of Marc and Bella’s romance – through words
and music, with some beautiful choreography as
well. 

Set on a stage with the audience seated all
around, and within a very large tent on the
grounds of the Asper Campus, there was an
unusual intimacy between audience and per-
formers – in this case the two actors who played
Marc and Bella: Daniel Greenberg and Isidora
Kecman.

The play began with Marc mounting the stage,
soon to receive a phone call from someone (not
seen) who evidently wanted to discuss Marc’s
paintings in very technical terms. But, the fact
that he was speaking on a fairly modern looking
phone indicated that the time was fairly recent.

Soon though, we were transported back in
time to 1914 – which was a crucial period in his-
tory for so many reasons. It was in that year that
Bella (née Rosenberg) met Marc, who was
already a successful painter. The two felll almost
immediately in love, but with the First World
War and the chaos of revolution enveloping
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W I N N I P EG  J E W I S H  T H E AT R E  P R E S E N T S

Performed in a canvas tent in the  
Asper Jewish Community Campus Field,  
123 Doncaster Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Chutzpah and Salsa is a soulful musical 
celebration that’s part concert, part 
storytelling salon. Six Latinx Jewish women 
have their funny and poignant stories about 
faith, family, and fitting in woven together 
with music by internationally-acclaimed 
Winnipeg band The Mariachi Ghost.

CREATED BY  

The Braid
FEATURING

THE MARIACHI 
GHOST

JUNE 27 - JULY 3

TICKETS AVAILABLE BY 204.477.7478 OR wjt.ca

Chutzpah and Salsa up next for WJT

Isidora Kecman and Daniel Greenberg as
Bella and Marc Chagall in “The Flying
Lovers of Vitebsk”

Keith Levit photo

Continued on page 11. See “Vitebsk.”



Russia, Marc and Bella found them-
selves uprooted.

During the course of the play we found
out that Bella came from quite a wealthy family; her parents owned three
jewellery stores in their native city of Vitobsk (which I found out afterward
is actually in Belarus). Marc’s father, in contrast, was a poor delivery man
for pickle barrels.

Yet, the story was not told in chronological fashion. It wasn’t  an attempt
to tell the story of Marc and Bella Chagall’s lives beyond offering the audi-
ence glimpses of the chemistry – and occasional friction, that developed
between them.

There were props used recurrently on the set – such as that aforemen-
tioned rooster, cow, and fish – that offered a hint of the motifs that are most
common in Chagall’s paintings, but there was no probing of what led
Chagall to seize upon those particular images. As such, anyone who might
have expected to find a deeper examination of an artist’s motivation would
probably have left “The Flying Lovers of Vitebsk” feeling somewhat dis-
appointed.

Instead, they were treated to a romantic evening that explored some of
the key years in Chagall’s career and set them into the context of his com-
ing to terms with the anti-Semitism that engulfed Russia both before the
1917 Communist revolution, and then again following the revolution.

There were references to the pogroms that were a regular occurrence in
pre-1917 Russia and later, after Chagall had been appointed to a prestigious
position by the new Communist regime, the anti-Semitism that forced him
to relinquish his post.

But, interspersed with the narrative of the play, there were occasional
dance scenes and singing performed by the two young – and oh so attrac-
tive actors who played Marc and Bella. The energy that Daniel Greenberg
and Isidora Kecman brought to their roles was truly awe-inspiring. 

From time to time, they transitioned from actors speaking their lines to
lithe dancers moving in beautiful and graceful harmony together. One
scene in particular was bound to resonate with anyone watching this play –
when Marc Chagall danced and leapt all around the stage with a long rib-
bon twirling magically in his hand, and with Bella the object of his adora-
tion throughout.

And, although WJT Artistic Director Ari Weinberg had warned the audi-
ence beforehand that the play would be 75 minutes, with no intermission
(so, if you hadn’t  “pished” already, as Ari noted, you were in trouble), the
audience the night I was there seemed quite enchanted by the entire pro-
duction. I’m sure that most everyone can tell when members of an audience
start to lose interest; it’s when the coughing starts.

I can’t recall hearing anyone cough at all during “The Flying Lovers of
Vitebsk”.

As much as you would have learned quite a bit about Marc and Bella
Chagall though during this play, there are several references to how talent-
ed and brilliant Bella was in her own right that might have made you won-
der, as I certainly did, how much did her having to live in the shadow of
such a well-known and successful painter as Marc Chagall dampen her
own potential to become a great success in her own right? (She did write

quite a bit of Yiddish poetry, we learned, but it was not at all clear to what
extent she was published during her lifetime, if at all.)

As a result – and I discussed this with some other audience members
afterward, it was likely that many people who had seen “The Flying Lovers
of Vitebsk” would have wanted to find out a great deal more about the lives
of Marc and Bella Chagall than they would have learned from watching
this play. 
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          HappyCanada           Day
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre Artistic Director

announces he’s leaving as of July 15

In a surprise announcement WJT
Artistic Director Ari Weinberg has
announced that he’s leaving the
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre.

Following is the text of the
announcement Ari made:

“Seven years ago, I began serving
the local Jewish and artistic communi-
ties as the Artistic Director of
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre. The past
seven years have been filled with great
creative fulfillment, tremendous joy,
and a true sense of community. Today,
I am writing to share the news that I will be leaving WJT on July 15. I have
accepted an exciting new dream position at a theatre company in Ontario.
While I can’t disclose the full details just yet, it is bittersweet because I
have loved my time in Winnipeg, being a part of these communities, and
the friends I have made.

“I can’t wait to share the news of the next adventure soon, but in the
meantime, I will be cherishing so many memories of my time as a prairie
boy... and I will always remain WJT’s #1 fan!”

Vitebsk
(Continued from page 10.)

Ari Weinberg



Community news

12 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 2, 2022

Happy  
Canada Day 204.945.3709

pccaucus@leg.gov.mb.ca

Dr. Cara Katz receives grant to study 
autism from sibling point of view

By MYRON LOVE
Autism can be a difficult diagnosis that can put

a tremendous strain on a family.   While the focus
for parents, healthcare workers and other support
services is rightly on helping the affected child to
navigate life, the impact of a sibling with autism
on other children in the family may be over-
looked.  Dr. Cara Katz and her research col-
leagues are hopeful that a new research project
upon which they have embarked will perhaps
help rectify that oversight.

The daughter of Fay Lynn and the late Dr.
Philip Katz, along with her team of four, recently
received a grant from the Manitoba Medical
Service Foundation  to study “sibling outcomes
among probands with autism spectrum disorder”.

(A “proband” is defined in medical terminology as the “first affected fam-
ily member who seeks medical attention for a genetic disorder”.)

“We submitted our grant application a year ago,” says Katz, who is just
completing her child and adolescent residency training.  “During my training
in family therapy, I found myself working with families of children with
autism,” she notes.  “It seemed to me that potential problems of other siblings
were not being talked about. 

“Our research project is intended to study how the siblings of children with
autism are affected and what we in the medical field, or beyond, can do to
help.”

She points out that there is already data that has been collected and is
housed at the Manitoba Centre for Health Policy.  “We will use statistical
methods to identity a number of siblings of children with autism and follow
the data over 10 to 14 years, examining areas such as school performance,
drug use and depression to help us better understand what problems may be
arising and bring the issues to the attention of stakeholders such as parents,
healthcare workers and educators.”

She notes that this is the first study of this kind and will hopefully spur fur-
ther research in this area.

She reports that the study is scheduled to take about 12 months.
Katz is looking forward to practicing psychiatry with a focus on children

and adolescents.  

Dr. Cara Katz

Scenes from the Chai concert June 16
Keith Levit photos
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Two former Winnipeggers see short stories published
By BERNIE BELLAN

It’s not easy for a writer to obtain recognition.
How’s that for a cliché?
As someone who’s on the receiving end of

numerous requests from publishers’ agents or
often writers themselves, asking whether I’d be
interested in reviewing a particular book or
story, or perhaps interviewing the author, I
know how difficult it is to get noticed in a world
where tens of thousands of new titles appear
every year.

But, as I’ve noted many times in this paper, I
often try to go out of my way to help publicize
new works by local Jewish writers or writers
who may have come from Winnipeg but now
live elsewhere – which seems to be a common
pattern for writers in this city i.e., leave
Winnipeg and hope to carve out a writing career
somewhere else.

In this issue I’ve decided to profile the works
of two young writers, both former
Winnipeggers, and both of whom, interestingly enough, have chosen the
short story genre as the primary form in which they are hoping to establish
themselves.  

By choosing to focus on two short story writers at the same time, my
hope is that it might provide inspiration for other writers who may have
thought at one time or another that perhaps they’d like to try their hand at
writing a short story – with the hope of having it published. It’s certainly
not an easy challenge to undertake, but the gratification that comes with
finally seeing a work of yours published might make following up that ini-
tial accomplishment worth repeating.

Both writers, about whom I’m writing, as it turns out, are very close in
age. Avra Love is 38, while Marcus Spiegel is 37, but when I asked either
of them whether they knew one another, the answer was “no.” 

The similarities don’t end there. Both studied English and Philosophy at
university and both have worked as teachers – which is a natural, I suppose
for a writer, and both have chosen to write fiction, although Marcus Spiegel

tells me that he has also written some non-fic-
tion.

And, while Avra Love is relatively new to the
game, having just published an anthology of her
stories, titled “Into the Junk Drawer and Other
Stories,” Marcus Spiegel has had a number of
his short stories published in American literary
journals, one of which has just recently been
awarded a very major prize.

Marcus says that he first began writing short
stories when he was around 16, but it was only
when “he was around 26 or 27” that he was
“really inspired to be a writer.” Avra says that
her first interest in writing was poetry, but she
also tried her hand at writing “skits, young adult
fiction, and children’s books.”

As for their Winnipeg backgrounds, it turns
out that I’m well acquainted with both Avra’s
and Marcus’s parents. Avra, as you might have
guessed, is the daughter of Myron and Symma
Love, while Marcus is the son of Jeff and Esther
Spiegel.

Marcus, by the way, was brought to my attention by his in-laws, Neta and
Yair Bourlas (who happen to live across the street from me). It was when I
was talking with them one day that they mentioned they have a son-in-law
who had recently been awarded a major award for a short story he had writ-
ten. Marcus was one of 65 writers whose works were published recently in
a very prestigious annual anthology of short stories, essays, and poems,
known as “The Pushcart Prize” Series. Marcus’s story appears in the XLVI
edition for the year 2022. 

While Avra’s collection of short stories has only recently been published,
she says that she has another collection of short stories which she’s hoping
to publish soon, along with “a handful of children’s books awaiting illus-
trations.” She adds that “I would like to challenge myself to a longer piece,
but haven’t hit upon the right idea just yet.”

Both Marcus and Avra like to use their imaginations to create scenarios
that might seem somewhat
implausible to the reader,

Avra Love
recently published a
collection of short sto-
ries titled “Into the
Junk Drawer and
Other Stories.”

Marcus Spiegel
won a major award
when one of his sto-
ries was published in
a well-know antholo-
gy of short stories.

(Continued on page 16. See “Writers.”)
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BETTY GREENFELD  (nee HOCHMAN) 
May 8, 1923 – June 5, 2022 

(99 years) 
Born in Rosichik,

Poland, Betty was one of
nine children of Avrum
and Reina Hochman. At
eight years old, she
immigrated to Canada
with her family. She
married the love of her
life, Herschel (Harry –
predeceased 1997) and
the fun began. 

First came Raymond
(Sandy), then Corinne
(David Billinkoff), Marty

(Roz), Jeff (Erin) and Barry (Heather). She
orchestrated a balibatisha home, working from dawn
to dusk, cooking, cleaning, baking and working with
her husband, and did it all without complaint. 

The true matriarch of the Greenfeld/Hochman
family, every Shabbat the candles were lit with the
family sitting around the table, eating all the
complex Jewish dishes that have been banned from
healthy diets in 2022. 

The true test of her spirit lies in the hearts of her
ten grandchildren: Lee [Yolanda] and Fern Billinkoff
[Jeremy]; Karmel, Gillian, and Yael Greenfeld
[Chris]; Cecily Elmas [Peter]; Joshua [Jodi] and Jay
Greenfeld [Ashley], and Amy Dorsch [Daniel]; and
Alexandra Greenfeld; and her 16 great-
grandchildren. She is survived by her sister Clara
Berkowitz and her brothers, Benny (Phyllis) and
Sammy (Jackie) Hochman. 

We will always remember her unconditional love,
her work ethic, her boundless energy and words of
wisdom, authenticity, truth, and directness. She
taught all of us to be strong, confident, resilient,
inclusive and most importantly, to value family. 

After 99 years of robust health, eating well and
exercising daily, she decided that it was time to go.
In the end, she was surrounded by her devoted
children, in her own home, and as always, on her
own terms. She just hung up the phone. 

Mom, you gave us your whole heart and expected
nothing in return. We will take your love and pay it
forward in your memory. We thank you and will love
you forever and always. Forever and ever our mother
you'll be. 

The family thanks pallbearers, Lee Billinkoff,
Joshua Greenfeld, Jay Greenfeld, Shim Goldberg,
Larry Hochman and Sherman Greenfeld. Thank you
also to all the healthcare workers who made Betty
comfortable at home in her final weeks, particularly
Merlin, Lilibeth and Claire, who gave heart to their
care. To the friends and family who generously
comforted and fed us at this time, we express our
heartfelt gratitude. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to
the Harry and Betty Greenfeld Fund at the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba or to a charity of your
choice. 
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but which draw upon experiences that
they might have witnessed in some way
or either read about or saw somewhere. 

Marcus Spiegel’s award-winning short story, titled “A Tale of Two
Trolls,” was first published in the Santa Monica Review, which is a nation-
al literary journal sponsored by Santa Monica College.

He says though that it took him quite a long time to be comfortable writ-
ing in a more contemporary style that would be accessible to readers. Prior
to that realization, he notes, he was writing in a more “classical” style.

Just as Avra experimented with different genres before settling into short
story writing, Marcus also tried his hand at poetry and writing a novel
which, he says, “I guess turned into a novella.” 

It’s easy for a writer starting out to be distracted by more mundane con-
cerns, such as making a living – which is hardly something that anyone can
expect to do writing short stories until you’ve achieved a certain level of
success. As Avra Love notes, the process of writing is rewarding in itself:
“Over the last year, I’ve begun trying to pen concepts without worrying so
much about a traditional plotline. These stories have been a way to pay
tribute to people in my life, to explore abstracts and metaphor, and to have
fun with common expressions.  Because they are so succinct, it is relative-
ly quick to put them to page, in addition to being cathartic.”

As for the financial rewards associated with writing short stories, let’s be
honest: No one starting out is likely to make much money doing that. Avra
says she’s “been teaching since 2013, adding she’s  “taught and tutored in
all ages and subjects, worked in early child care, and done some editing
work, as well.”

Both Avra and Marcus are married. (Marcus’s wife, Yarden, by the way,
is also a teacher.) Marcus’s career has been somewhat eclectic, however.
When they were both in their twenties, he says that he and Yarden spent
quite a bit of time traveling. They actually ended up in South Korea for
almost five years (from 2011-16), where they both had intended to teach
English.

While Yarden did work as a teacher, Marcus says that because of bureau-
cratic red tape he wasn’t actually able to work as a teacher in Korea.
Instead, he began working as an editor for a Korean woman who would
give him things that had been translated from Korean to English and, as he
says, “I would correct things for her and polish them.”

When Marcus and Yarden returned to Toronto, while Yarden acquired a
teaching degree and began teaching full time, Marcus says that he began
“picking up assignments” here and there.

In recent years he’s been submitting stories to various literary journals.
Marcus says that he would typically send a story simultaneously to a num-
ber of different journals, with the hope that one of them would publish it. 

Such was the case with “A Tale of Two Trolls,” which is quite an amus-
ing read. It tells the story of two misfits named Yuri and Winch, who are
both college dropouts. They have a YouTube show and podcast, and they
purport to be “alt-right” activists, but their primary ambition in the story is
to exact retribution on a former professor of Yuri’s by the name of
Badendorf. It’s all quite deranged – and hilarious, especially when Winch
dresses up as a frog wielding a samurai sword as he prepares to attack
Professor Badendorf.

The story should appeal to young readers as it’s laced with all sorts of ref-
erences to contemporary tropes having to do with the internet, but it would
also certainly appeal to older readers as well who would get a kick out of
how awkward Yuri and Winch are  - Yuri especially when he happens to
run into a former female friend by the name of Hannah while he’s prowl-
ing the halls of his former college. His desperate attempt to make small talk
with Hannah while eating vegetables – to impress her (and which is some-
thing he hasn’t done in ages prior to that day) is quite hilarious.

It’s easy to see how such a terrific story would garner a major literary
prize but, unfortunately, unless you’re able to pick up a copy of the Santa
Monica Review from Spring, 2020, or you manage to acquire a copy of the
2022 edition of the Pushcart Prize anthology you won’t find “A Tale of
Two Trolls” anywhere on the internet. However, the Pushcart Prize XLVI
is available for order at McNally Robinson, Chapter’s, and Amazon. 

That story sprang from Marcus’s imagination, but you can see how he
fastened on to themes that are pervasive in an internet dominated world,
especially the alienation from society and loneliness that so many people
feel. 

As for Avra’s writing, she too has a satirical bent in many of her stories.
She notes that her “inspiration has come from a variety of sources. The
more satirical ones are often based on personal experiences and observa-
tions; some ideas relate to people that I’ve known; still others occurred to
me as I contemplated symbols around me (maps, flowers, the diversity of
confections!) or when a certain phrase crossed my mind (heart of dia-
monds, opportunity knocks…).” 

And, while Marcus has enjoyed some success in having a few of his short
stories published, he admits that having his name become more familiar to
readers is a challenge. “I have a primitive website,” he says (mar-
cusspiegel.com). 

As well, his interests are quite eclectic. A recent non-fiction story of his,
he says, was titled “Century of the Hoax”, which he describes as a “histo-
ry of hoaxes, from the 19th century to the present…and how they evolved
into ‘misinformation’.”

Writers
(Continued from page 13.)
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(Continued on page 17. See “Writers.”)



By SIMONE COHEN SCOTT

The first time Leonard Cohen
visited Israel was not during
the Yom Kippur War. A year

and a half earlier, in April 1972, he
climaxed a tour of mostly problem-
atic shows, including one in Berlin,
in Tel Aviv. The concert there ended
abruptly when fighting broke out.
That particular concert was filmed,
including backstage improprieties,
which no doubt added to the singer’s
notoriety. 

The final show of that tour was in
Jerusalem. There, unable to focus,
not connecting to his audience, he
began to preach Kabbalah; then he
walked off. Immediately the audi-
ence was offered a refund, but in-
stead chose to sing. And they sang
and they sang and they sang, until
the star, upset as he was, returned,
and sang with them, and then for
them.

Jerusalem is truly a wondrous city. Cohen and his band, tears flowing,
thanked the audience, and left with dignity. Could that have been where his
pintele yid (Jewish spark) emerged? Maybe not quite yet. What might be
called his epiphany visit happened the following year, among the boys and
girls caught off guard on the afternoon of October 6, 1973, by Syrian tanks
suddenly rolling down the Golan Heights toward the Jordan Valley, and
Egyptian planes suddenly crossing the Suez Canal into the Sinai Desert.
Just kids they were, mid-prayer in the synagogues, or lollygagging on the
beaches, suddenly losing arms and legs and lives. Leonard Cohen was
there, guitar in hand, seeking in the foggy, smoky, dusty, dark battlegrounds
little clusters of an audience that needed him to sing his songs.

The title of this new book, Who By Fire: War, Atonement, and the
Resurrection of Leonard Cohen,” by Matti Friedman, references what is
considered the most important prayer in the Yom Kippur liturgy. As it is
being prayed, God is sealing in His book His decision for each of His chil-
dren for the coming year: who will experience trial and tribulation, and who
fame and fortune; who will be humbled, who honored; who will be born,
and who will die. Ordained causes of death are listed: plague; famine;
pestilence; fire; water. In Israel that year, this prayer was interrupted by
sirens. While in other time zones in other countries the Jewish people
prayed, in Israel the harshest of the judgments had begun. The author pulls
no punches with his title. This is going to be a bumpy ride.

During this period Leonard Cohen lived in Hydra, a town situated on the
tip of one of the fingers of Greece that reaches into the Mediterranean. Odd
name for a town, after a mythological beast with 10 heads, one of them
immortal. Or perhaps it was named for the other Hydra, a constellation in
the Southern Hemisphere. Either connection befits an enigmatic person
who, consciously or not, makes primeval choices. Israel is attacked on the
holiest day of the Jewish year. So Leonard decides to go to Israel. Perhaps
he thought he was needed there more than in Hydra with his common-law

wife and little son.

As she walked along
with him to the port they
screamed arguments and
insults at each other.
Cohen was embarrassed,
as all the regulars on the
street knew them. He had
hoped she would bless
him. She didn’t.

Before long he was in
the Sinai Desert. He was in
the midst of goings-on that
have been scantily docu-
mented, where the kids in
fatigues still referred to
each other as boys and
girls. Pilots who earlier in
the day had been fasting,
return from bombing mis-

sions on the verge of fainting. Reservists in some cases assembled them-
selves, and these undocumented units carried out missions, with fewer
returning from each foray. In the face of the kill-or-be-killed truth of war,
some of these kids had to view and do unspeakably ruthless actions.
Decades later, and only through Friedman’s sensitively prodding inter-
views and research, is it revealed what excruciatingly painful memories the
music needed to assuage.

This story about a music icon took place half a century ago. If the time
frame were current, a book as artfully crafted as this could not happen. The
plethora of information available via communication technology prevents
it. Only by painstakingly sifting through boxes of photographs, mementos,
faded news clippings, private journals and keepsakes, public and family
archives, and then patiently coaxing memories from aging seniors can such
word pictures as appear here be culled. Nowadays, widely circulating pub-
lic journaling is reduced to trivia, like last year’s sports scores. Here,
Friedman’s chapters are like little drawings in black and white, each one an
exquisitely designed artistic unit in itself. He has sensitively portrayed a
libidinous man, conflicted, but a poet, a priest, and perhaps even a prophet.

■
“Who By Fire: War, Atonement, and the Resurrection of Leonard
Cohen”
By Matti Friedman
Spiegel & Grau (US), Penguin Random House (Canada), Giuntina
(Italy), Kinneret (Israel)
224 pages

The above article first appeared in The Jerusalem Report on May 16,
2022. Reprinted with permission.

The troubled troubadour in the Holy Land
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In the fall, Marcus will have another
piece published in Boulevard, which has
published some of America’s top writers

over the years. “It’s actually about professional wrestling, of all things,” he
notes.

Avra Love tells me that “Into the Junk Drawer” is available on Amazon
and in the Kindle Store, in paperback, hardcopy, and e-book formats.” She
adds that she’s “currently looking into getting the book into the
Chapters/Indigo store... but have yet to receive confirmation. Finally, one
can order the book directly from Avra herself at avraklove@gmail.com or
from her parents at myjolove1@gmail.com.

And, while being profiled in The Jewish Post & News might not be a
surefire path to recognition for a writer, the way things work these days is
that one thing can lead to another, perhaps in a painstaking manner, but
eventually if you’re willing to keep at it, you might begin to attract a fol-
lowing. 

But, after having communicated with both Avra Love and Marcus
Spiegel, one realizes that writing is its own reward. It can be painfully dif-
ficult to sit down day after day – as Stephen King says a dedicated writer
must force oneself to do (and as Méira Cook noted in our last issue she
demands of herself as well), but once you’ve completed what you’ve set
out to do, there’s a pride in having accomplished that task – whether or not
what you’ve written is read by a great many others.

Writers
(Continued from page 13.)

author Matti Friedman
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Feature story

The Curious Nexus of Albert Einstein & Franz Kafka:
Part Fact / Part Fiction

Installment #7
Final installement 

in the story   
*  *  *

Albert & Hanne: 
the Last Nexus Link

To: David Topper
Winnipeg, Canada

Summer, 2021
How did you find me? The damned Internet, I sup-

pose. Since you got me, I guess I’ll try to answer
your questions. Particularly your search for what you
have called “nexus links” between Einstein and
Kafka.

Here goes. Yes, I was best friends with Johanna
Fantova here in Princeton. I met her at the Princeton
University Library where we both worked. I was in
the book binding department, but also occasionally shelved books and did
other tasks as well. She was a librarian by training and eventually was
Curator of Maps. She confided in me and talked endlessly about her life, so
I know more than I would ever tell anyone about her. She entrusted in me
most of her worldly possessions, which of course includes all that she
wrote. As you told me, you know about the diary of her last phone calls
with Einstein, which was donated to the Princeton Library. They are listed
in the Appendix to Alice’s Calaprice’s book, “The New Quotable Einstein”
(2005). But I also know other things about her connection with Einstein, as
well as the writer Franz Kafka. Of course, that’s the reason you’ve written
to me.

But before I tell what you want to know, I want to thank you for the very
interesting material attached to your message, especially the link to the
eBook of your novel on “Einstein, A Solitary Smile” [Editor’s note. I pub-
lished this book in 2019], which I thoroughly enjoyed. It’s an informative
portrait of the man in a readable format.  

So, to Johanna. First, her birth name was Hanna Bobatschova, born in
1901. She married Otto Fanta, the son of Max and Bertha. Hence there’s
the link with the Prague Circle, to which Kafka was an occasional guest. In
1925 Hanna and Otto moved to Berlin, and somehow – I don’t exactly
know how this came about since she did not tell me the details, and (stupid
me) I never asked – they became acquainted with Einstein and his wife,
Elsa. For his 50th birthday, Hanna gave him this present: a catalogue of his
private library that she compiled over several months. To do this means that
the couples were more than just occasional friends. In fact, Hanna and Otto
often were guests at the Einstein’s summer cottage outside Berlin, where
she went sailing with him. [Editor’s note: next to doing physics, one of
Einstein’s greatest pleasures (along with playing the violin) was sailing,
despite the fact that he couldn’t swim.]

The creation of this catalogue shows her interest in library work. She
often told me that she liked books more than people – “although not all
people,” she added, with a twinkle in her eye – and we laughed. Since
Einstein was born in 1879, this must have been around 1929 or 1930. You
should also know that Einstein affectionately called her Hanne, not Hanna.

Sometime around 1939, Hanna and Otto immigrated to England, fleeing
Nazism. Sadly, Otto died shortly thereafter. Over those years, Hanna kept
in contact with Einstein. [Editor’s note: recall that Einstein immigrated in
1933 to the USA.] He encouraged her to immigrate too, even more so after
Otto died. Moreover, Einstein sent a letter to US authorities supporting her
application. [Editor’s note: I recently found that she also got a letter of sup-
port from J. Edgar Hoover, director of the FBI, who knew Otto. Otto was
a forensic handwriting expert (called a graphologist today) and corre-
sponded with Hoover. This is a bit ironic, since we now know that Hoover
at the time was amassing a large file on Einstein, suspecting him of being
a Communist, or at least being a sympathizer (Kafkaesque?).]  Her appli-
cation was accepted and so she immigrated. 

Sometime shortly after living in the USA, she changed her name from
Hanna Fanta, to Johanna Fantova. (Notice how the surname is a combina-
tion of her maiden and married names.)  Around 1944, she obtained formal
training as a librarian and eventually got the job at Princeton University,
where I met her. Since the University was near the Institute where Einstein
worked, they renewed their friendship. [Editor’s note: Elsa had died in
1936, only two years after she buried her daughter Ilse. She never got over
her deep loss.]  If you do the math, you’ll see that there was about a 22-year
gap in ages between Albert & Hanne – and you may do what you want with
that information. They often attended concerts and lectures, and he again
took her sailing in a lake near Princeton – an enjoyment he continued in
America. She also often came for dinner at the Einstein residence. [Editor’s
note: he was then living with his secretary/housekeeper Helen Dukas

(1896-1982), his sister Maja
(1881-1951), and his daughter-
in-law Margot (1899-1986).]  I
believe that Johanna was what
one may call part of the “old
world” for Einstein; she told me
that he never fully adjusted to the
new culture. He preferred speak-
ing in German and was not
always comfortable with many
American customs. And so, he
was relaxed with her, despite the
gap in years. Oh, yes, she even
occasionally cut his hair.
[Editor’s note: Indeed, that hap-
pened, but only occasionally.] As
he got more housebound, they
talked on the telephone. In the

last few years, she kept that diary of their calls mentioned before. 
So, Johanna/Hanne was, as said, Einstein’s last girlfriend. The relation-

ship (and thus what you call the nexus) ended when he died in April of
1955. She died in 1981. There is more, much more that I know, but I am
saving it for later – when I go public. I may give you a “head’s up” before
I do that, if you’re interested.  Nonetheless, you may do what you want
with this information that I have sent you. Just don’t use my name.

Signed,
NO NAME
* * *
Coda: Kafka & the Holocaust

Kafka died in 1924, long before the Nazi nightmare. But what if he had
not died? What would have happened to him? A clue to such speculation
may be gleaned from his relatives and close acquaintances, who did live
beyond him. 

His three sisters died in gas chambers: Elli and Valli in Chelmo, and Ottla
in Auschwitz. Elli’s son probably died in a French concentration camp. An
uncle committed suicide. A close friend died in Treblinka. A housekeeper
in the Kafka household was deported and never returned. Felice Bauer, her
husband and their children fortunately immigrated to the USA. But the sec-
ond woman to whom he was engaged, died in Auschwitz. Max Brod’s only
brother died in Auschwitz.

Finally, I unreservedly introduce the reader to an extraordinary woman.
Milena Jesenská was a born-in-Prague, Czech gentile, who became the
translator of Kafka’s writings (from German to Czech) for several years.
There is an extensive and fascinating correspondence from him, when she
was married and living in Vienna, Letters to Milena (1990). The Appendix
in this book contains several very moving letters from her to Max Brod,
four insightful essays she wrote, and her deeply penetrating Obituary of
Kafka. The letters run primarily from April to November in 1920 and fill
over 225 pages – and these are only Kafka’s letters that she saved. Sadly,
her letters to him were destroyed. (It makes one wonder about his constant
complaining about not having enough time to write fiction. If he had cut
out some correspondence? – but, I digress.)  As noted, some letters she
wrote to Max Brod reveal how extraordinarily insightful she was about her-
self and Kafka. She wrote, describing him: “This whole world is and
remains a riddle to him.” The few tidbits give us a glimpse into what we
are missing with her destroyed letters. On the other side: Kafka, in a letter
to Max, called Milena “a living fire” who is “extremely tender, brave, [and]
intelligent.” They had two brief trysts in the summer of 1920. After Kafka
died, she divorced her husband and moved back to Prague, working as a
translator, editor, and writer for newspapers and magazines. During the
German occupation of Prague (1938-1945), she joined the underground
resistance and helped rescue many Jews; that is, until she was arrested by
the Gestapo in November 1939 and sent to Ravensbrück, a concentration
camp for women, where she was known for providing moral support to the
other prisoners. She died there in May 1944 of kidney failure. Today she is
listed among the Righteous Gentiles in Yad Vashem, Jerusalem. She is a
fascinating woman whose life needs to be further studied and celebrated.

Of course, the above list contains only some of those closest to Kafka. 
*   *   *

With these facts in hand, let’s try one more speculation. Had Kafka lived
longer, I would hope that Hugo Bergmann would have convinced him to
move to Palestine with him in 1920, or sometime thereafter, before the cat-
astrophe. Or, at least, when Max Brod escaped with the suitcase full of
Kafka’s writings, that Franz himself would have come along with that suit-
case. 

And finally, in the aftermath of the War, what would Franz Kafka have
made of it? The word Kafkaesque is not adequate to describe the mon-
strosity of it all. No, not at all.  

DAVID R. TOPPER

By

Albert Einstein Franz Kafka
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Yiddish explanation
Kiryas Joel in upstate New York is the only Shtetl in

history where Hasidim of a specific sect (Satmar) live in
almost complete Yiddish isolation. Nomi Stolzenberg
and David Myer’s book “American Shtetl: The Making
of Kiryas Joel” is a detailed account of the legal maneu-
vers held in American courts to ensure the Shtetl’s
seclusion. However, the authors prove that the more
secluded Kiryas Yoel wanted to be, the more American
it had to become. 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour Sundays 1:30 -

2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com
Rochelle Zucker will host all shows for the next 2

weeks. On June 26 she will celebrate Canada Day. 
You can listen to past presentations on our podcast

website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg

Lawmakers launch bipartisan push for
defense arrangement between Israel

and Arab neighbors
June 9, 2022 WASHINGTON (JTA) — A bipartisan

slate of lawmakers launched a bill that would establish
an “integrated air and missile defense capability” join-
ing the United States, Israel and Arab countries in a bid
to deter Iran.

Senate and House members of the Abraham Accords
Caucus rolled out the bill, called the DEFEND Act, in a
press conference Thursday outside the Capitol and
described it as means of advancing the U.S.-brokered
normalization agreements between Israel and four Arab
countries that collectively bear that name.

“The full potential of the Abraham Accords, econom-
ic cooperation, education exchanges, trade agreements
between Israel and our Middle Eastern partners, cannot
be achieved without a commitment to collective securi-
ty,” said Sen. Joni Ernst, an Iowa Republican who is the
lead co-sponsor of the bill with Sen. Jacky Rosen, a
Nevada Jewish Democrat. “America’s role in activating
and networking our allies and partners in the Middle
East must evolve as violent extremists, like Iran, change
their tactics and onboard new systems capable of cata-
strophic damage against civilian targets.”

It’s not clear from the bill how formal the arrangement
would be. The bill tasks the secretary of defense with
establishing an “architecture” and “acquisition
approach” for an “integrated air and missile defense
system” to counter threats from Iran.

Israel has traditionally been wary of formal defense
pacts with even its closest allies, wishing to preserve its
right to act unilaterally. However, Israeli officials have
in recent years signaled that less formal arrangements
that preserve Israel’s agency are acceptable.

The bill also designates as participants in the arrange-
ment the four countries signed onto the Abraham
Accords — Morocco, Sudan, the United Arab Emirates
and Bahrain — as well as countries that still have no
relations with Israel, including Saudi Arabia and Iraq.

Saudi Arabia looks closer than ever to formalizing
what has been for years a secret relationship with Israel,
and reportedly are near an agreement that would allow
Israeli aircraft to fly through Saudi air space. But Iraq is
openly hostile to Israel.

Ernst said that the United States should coax those
countries into participation. She noted that the U.S. con-
sulate in Erbil, Iraq, came under drone attack on
Wednesday, an area that has in the past come under fire
from Iran and its proxies.

“We understand they are not part of the Abraham
Accords,” she said of Iraq and Saudi Arabia, “but it is
extremely important that we continue the discussions
with them as well as wrap them into this agreement as
part of the DEFEND act. We have to continue those
conversations with them. We just saw the attack in Erbil
yesterday.”

In a press release, Ernst named an array of Jewish and
pro-Israel organizations that back the bill, but there was
no institution linked to any of the Arab countries named
in the bill. 



Bob Wiseman: He left Blue Rodeo and fashioned his own successful career.

You don’t have to
look far to get a

handle on Bob
Wiseman or, for that
matter, his three
brothers: Ron,
Gordie and Howie.
Mom and Dad -
Elaine and the late

Mannie Wiseman, set the table and the boys seem
to have eaten from the plates that their parents set
for them. 

The boys have all achieved fame and success in
their respective fields, but it is likely that Bob is
the most well known of them all, mainly from his
tim as a founding member of Blue Rodeo, one of
the most popular Canadian bands of all time. 

Bob has a special talent in the music world, but
he’s now expanded his horizons to include teach-
ing and writing. What is certainly true about Bob
Wiseman and indeed his three brothers is that
their connection to the arts was no fluke. Their
mother, Elaine Wiseman (Winston) changed her
life after her four sons went off to Toronto for
their post secondary educations. She enrolled at
the University of Manitoba and obtained a degree
in Fine Arts in 1981. 

That was no small feat - and Elaine continues
to this day to pursue art.  Bob also picked up a
valuable lesson from his father, Mannie, who
shifted gears later in his life, leaving the camera
business and returning to optometry, which is
what he had studied earlier in his life. Perhaps
that is why Bob was able to leave Blue Rodeo
when he did and forge his own career. 

And what a career it’s been. To begin with,
after joining Blue Rodeo in 1982 and staying
with them for eight years, Bob left after the band
had released its fifth record. From 1982 through
1989, he was a regular at open stages in Toronto.
He not only refined his own songwriting skills,
he was soon producing other artists. 

His lyrics are not afraid to take on political
themes. Some people might recall that, in 1988,
his second solo album, “Bob Wiseman Sings
Wrench Tuttle: In Her Dream,” he took on the
murder of Salvador Allende, also President
Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger. 

Bob later performed with other bands and was
a fixture on the Canadian music scene. He has
toured extensively and his reach is large in terms
of his association with so many in the music
world. To name them all would take up too much
space in this paper, but suffice to say, he has been
a huge part of the music world. 

Bob’s craft is clearly recognized by other artists
who have played his music, including Serena
Ryder, who covered his song “White Dress.”
Despite having a flourishing music career, Bob
Wiseman found time to obtain a Master’s degree
in Environmental Studies in 2019 from York
University and is now in the PhD programme at
the International Institute for Critical Studies in
Improvisation. 

The Wiseman story reflects Bob’s work as a
scorer of music for film, television, theatre and
radio, and his talent on the piano, keyboard, gui-
tar, accordion and of course. vocals. In sum, if
you had to describe Bob Wiseman, he is a musi-
cian, songwriter, producer, filmmaker - and an
actor.

When one considers how improbable the odds
are on making it in the arts in Canada, one has to
marvel at the success that Bob  has had.  He is not

alone in his family. His brother Ron, who not that
long ago made aliyah and lives in Tel Aviv, per-
forms with a Jewish Reggae band and is also a
documentary film maker. 

Brother Gordie made aliyah in 1987, lives in
Israel with his 12-year-old son,  is  a retired immi-
gration lawyer, and is, as well, a writer. His play
“ Einstein” was widely seen on stage in Canada.
(Ed. note: Gordie goes by the name Gabriel
Emmanuel. We had a story about his recently
having received the Prime Minister’s Prize from
Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett for having
written a play about former Prime Minister
Menachem Begin. If you haven’t read that story
yet, you can find it  on our website, jewishpo-
standnews.ca.)

Brother Howie, by the way, is a screenwriting
professor at York University. 

To return to the original focus of this piece - I
wondered  how Bob Wiseman ended up in the
music world. After all, when Bob  was growing
up, performing music was not looked at then (and
even now) as a viable way to make a living. Mom
and Dad were not on board with the idea until
Blue Rodeo proved them wrong. From Bob’s
point of view, what propelled him into music was,
as he puts it: “the alternative.” 

He knew he had a career when Blue Rodeo took
off and made a name for itself -  all this from a kid
who attended Ramah Hebrew School, Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate, River Heights and Grant
Park, Argyle, and the University of Winnipeg
Collegiate. In short, Bob was like a lot of us
except in many ways, he wasn’t. 

As mentioned earlier, Bob sees a major parallel
in his life with  that of his late father Mannie. His
father suffered financial reverses in the camera
business, which he was in for many years. At a
later age - in his 50s, Mannie had to start over
again, returning to school and the field of optom-
etry from which he had originally graduated. 

Bob admits that he too had a major setback
when property he owned was torched by an
arsonist and the insurance coverage was inapplic-
able, with the result Bob had a severe reversal of
fortune. His life savings were lost. He too
returned to school and is now attempting to repo-
sition himself to teach at a college using his back-
ground as an artist, writer and performer as a
launching pad. The example Bob saw in his father
navigating difficulties has assisted him to this
day. 

Bob Wiseman comes back to Winnipeg from
time to time to see his mother, along with family
and friends. He notes that when he does come
back to Winnipeg he walks around and visits the
cemetery where his father lies. As he puts it,
“Each step reveals more souls and connections to
a community I appreciated in another lifetime.” I
figure those thoughts are likely the inspiration for
another song from Bob Wiseman. 
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one of four brothers in the very 

talented Wiseman family



The University of Manitoba Judaic Studies Program has announced its
offerings for the upcoming school year.  Please look at the information
below and consider enrolling in a course - either for a credit or as an audi-
tor.  Please forward this information to anyone you think may be interest-
ed.

The Judaic Studies Program  at the University of Manitoba will be offer-
ing courses once again this coming academic year - Fall (2022) and Winter
(2023) terms. Most of the courses will be in-class, but one course will be
in a hybrid format (Yiddish 1220) where students can take or audit the
course from the comfort of their own homes, anywhere in the world. All
courses are open to students and the public if they apply and are admitted
to the university. 

For individuals over 65 years of age, there is no tuition fee since you can
audit for only a very nominal registration fee. If you’re looking for some-
thing different to do this coming Fall and Winter, please consider taking or
auditing any of our courses (below).

For those who have never been students at the University of Manitoba,
they will need to apply to the University of Manitoba, General Studies to
become a student to take a course either for credit or to audit (deadline
August 1). We recommend that you apply by July 1st for admission if you
are interested in taking (auditing or for credit) any of the courses below. 

For information on how to apply, please contact Student Advisor, General
Studies, Division of Extended Education - Karen Nickerson (Phone:
204.474.8330) or Michelle Kidd (Phone 204.474.7154) - by email
(General.Studies@umanitoba.ca) and one of them will respond. Email is
preferable since most people are working from home. Rather than working
your way through the process of registering to audit the course if you are
not already a student, Karen and Michelle will take you through the regis-
tration process. 

Any questions about particular courses can be answered by the Judaic
Studies Program’s Administrative Assistant Linda Albanese
(linda.albanese@umanitoba.ca), or the Program Coordinator, Prof. Haskel
Greenfield (Haskel.greenfield@umanitoba.ca).The
following courses will be offered this coming acad-
emic year (2022-2023). Courses are run on a two-
year cycle:

Fall 2022-Winter 2023 - Introduction to
Yiddish (YID 1220), 6 credits.

The course is to introduce students to the beauty
of the Yiddish language. Yiddish was the primary
language of the majority of world Jewry, for almost
two centuries. Learning Yiddish will help students
access the history, culture, and life of generations of
Eastern European Jews, many of whom perished in
the Holocaust. Studying Yiddish is a wonderful,
interesting, and exiting way of connecting with the
world of Jews. In this year-long class, students with
learn the foundations of the Yiddish language in an
interactive and stimulating environment. 

Hybrid class format (both in-class and on-Line
Study), Wednesday 6:00 pm-8:45 pm, Sep 07, 2022
- April 13, 2023. Instructor: Dr. Itay Zutra.

Fall 2020-Winter 2021 - Hebrew Level 2 (HEB
1260), 6 credits.

For students who have taken Introductory Hebrew
(HEB 1250 or the equivalent). The course will
include both spoken and written Hebrew - vocabu-
lary and grammar, organized conversation and read-
ing of selected texts. 

In-class study, Tuesday/Thursday, 10:00 am-11:15
am, Sep 07, 2022-April 13, 2023. Instructor: Dr.
Itay Zutra.

Fall 2022 - Selected Topics: Movies, Music and
Laughter: Yiddish Culture in North America
(JUD 3010), 3 credits

The is an introduction to modern Yiddish culture
in North America (the United States and Canada),
serving as a historical and cultural overview of the
major developments, figures, and movements in
modern Yiddish culture, especially from the late
19th century to the Holocaust and beyond. The
course content includes the study of modern Yiddish
fiction, poetry, drama, and film (in English transla-
tion). We shall learn about historical developments,
movements, and personalities in modern Yiddish
culture in the period from the late 19th century to
the Holocaust and in the post-war era. The class will
conclude with a discussion of the role of Yiddish
culture in contemporary society. 

In-class Study, Tuesday/Thursday, 1:00 pm-2:15
pm, Sep 07, 2022-Dec 12, 2023. Instructor: Dr. Itay

Zutra.

Winter 20231 - Selected Topics: Jews and Destruction to the
Holocaust

This course is a literary-historical introduction to Jewish responses to cat-
astrophe that begins in Biblical times (the destruction of the first and sec-
ond temples in Jerusalem), proceeds to wars and pogroms, and ends in the
Holocaust. How do Jews understand, analysze, shape, and express these
traumatic experiences over the course of thousands of years? We will read
and interpret texts written in various time periods, territories, languages
(Hebrew, Yiddish, and other languages), and ideological affiliations. Both
religious and secular, theological and psychological texts will be examined
within the context of Jewish changing perceptions of victimhood, martyr-
dom, and resistance. This course is about Jewish collective and personal
memory of violence, discrimination, persecution, and anti-Semitism. 

In-class Study, Tuesday/Thursday, 1:00 pm-2:15 pm, January 09, 2022-
April 13, 2023. Instructor: Dr. Itay Zutra.

Donation
If you can contribute to the teaching costs for Yiddish and Judaic stud-

ies at the University of Manitoba, please use these links:
• University of Manitoba Judaic Studies Endowment Fund created by

MaryAnn Kanee: https://give.umanitoba.ca/jsendowment
• University of Manitoba Yiddish Language and Culture Endowment

Fund:https://give.umanitoba.ca/donationform?fid=LtDG4rV04bo%3d&fd
esc=sIq3hLzCYVBHy7EhLBmAUecASAQBgt63xzuMN%2bon9aNBaQ
rvYy5CvTYeaIYrxvY8

To create your own fund at the University of Manitoba, please contact:
Brooke Karlaftis Brooke.Karlaftis@umanitoba.ca

There are several funds established at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, including:

• Jewish Foundation of Manitoba Steiman Memorial Fund for University
Yiddish and Judaic Studies: https://www.jewishfoundation.org/hersch-leib-
steiman-fund
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The late Betty Greenfeld’s chocolate chip cookies recipe
Ed. introduction: Readers are probably well acquainted with the tradition

of noting the culinary talents of a Jewish woman (and occasionally a man)
who’s passed when they read someone’s obituary in this paper.

So, when we were talking about the late Betty Greenfeld (who was also
my wife’s aunt) with some of her offspring, and the subject of her fabulous
chocolate chip cookies came up (which you can read about in her obituary
on page 14 of this issue), I said to her daughter Corrine Billinkoff: Why not
send us the recipe?

And so, Corrine followed up with a recipe and an introductory paragraph.
But, as is often the case when people have tried to duplicate a recipe that
was never written down by the original creator of the recipe (and how
many Jewish women would simply improvise anyway?), Corrine’s sister-
in-law, Sandy Greenfeld (née Filkow), told Corrine that she had it wrong,
so Corrine sent me a revised recipe a few days after she had first sent me
the recipe.

(It reminds me of the days when the late Ruby Permut used to be the
recipe writer for The Jewish Post - ages ago - and she would deliberately
leave out ingredients on occasion so that readers wouldn’t quite be able to
reproduce her own recipes. It used to drive my late brother Matt nuts when
readers would phone him to complain that there was something missing
from a recipe.)

Here is what Corrine wrote though:
“Baba Betty Greenfeld could have opened her own bakery. One cookie,

however, was her trademark. She always had a fresh batch sitting in a tin
on her counter.”

And here is Sandy Greenfeld’s version of the recipe:
Baba Betty’s Chocolate Chip Cookies

1/2 Cup Crisco
12 Cup butter & 1 extra tablespoon
1 Cup brown sugar firmly packed
1 tsp baking soda diluted into 1/4 Cup boiling water
1 tsp vanilla
2  Cups white flour
1/2 tsp salt (optional if using salted butter)
1/2 Cup dessicated coconut
1 1/2 Cups regular oats
1/2 Cup chocolate chips - semi-sweet (You can add more chocolate chips
if you like.)

Beat Crisco & butter in large mixmaster bowl
Add brown sugar & vanilla
Add baking soda mixture
Add coconut
Add porridge (oats) 
Mix well

Add chocolate chips by hand
Put parchment paper on cookie sheets
Make balls
Flatten with fork dipped in cold water
Put 4 across and 6 down
Bake at 350 12-15 minutes until golden

Remis Speakers Forum
The Lanny Remis Speakers Forum is adapting to its new venue, the

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, (Main at Smithfield) and no wonder!
The speakers have been terrific, not to mention the food!  Join us, we have
a lot of fun, while we learn and discuss what’s going on, around town and
elsewhere.  

There’s no meeting this Thursday, but on June 30th we have our own
Bernie Bellan, in person, to speak about new trends in Jewish media.  Mark
your calendar.

The July list is out, too, so take a look at this!  You’ll want to make us a
habit! 

July 7th -  “Around the Chess World in Eighty Years” - Irwin Lipnowski,
Ph.D (London School of Economics); member Canadian team,
International Chess Olympiad, 1976; First place, International Chess
ChampIonship, 1979;  coach of Canadian team, World Youth Chess
Championship, 2000.

July 14th - “Why Adolescents and Young Adults with Cancer are a
Special Group” - Dr. Brent Schacter,  Past President and CEO of Cancer
Care Manitoba, much honoured and awarded in Canada and international-
ly. (See Bernie’s article of a few issues ago.)

July 28th - “Classroom Confidential: My Journey as a Substitute Teacher
during a Global Pandemic” - Holly Harris, Musician and Journalist, spoke
at Remis some years ago.  Here she is in another persona.

The Forum meets on Thursdays, lunch is served at noon.  Cost is $18.
R.S.V.P.  by the Tuesday prior.  
Email: simonesaesthetics@gmail.com
Text: 204-291-4362

Israel suspends school trips to Poland, citing 
interference in content and security issues

(JTA) — Israel’s education ministry has suspended school trips to Poland
amid disputes with authorities there, possibly cancelling plans to have 7,000
students visit former death camps this summer.

The ministry’s statement Tuesday cited disagreements with Polish author-
ities over security for the trips — a possible reference to an issue involving
armed guards accompanying the delegations.

But on Wednesday, Foreign Minister Yair Lapid cited disagreements
between Israelis and Poles on how to talk about the Holocaust as one reason
“jeopardizing school trips,” Haaretz reported.

“The Poles wanted to determine what is allowed and what’s not allowed to
tell Israeli children traveling to Poland. We will not agree to this,” the news-
paper quoted Lapid as saying.

The disagreements, he added, are connected to a law passed in Poland in
2020 that made it illegal to blame the Polish nation for Nazi crimes. Israel
protested the law, which some Holocaust scholars warned would limit free
speech and academic research on collaboration with the Nazis by thousands
of Poles.

“Part of the implications of this legislation is the fact that the Poles want-
ed a say in the content given to the delegations. It certainly jeopardizes the
trips of this summer. It’s a decision made by the education minister original-
ly but clearly this has diplomatic consequences,” Lapid said.

A Polish government spokesperson confirmed to Haaretz that Poland wish-
es to change the content on school trips at Auschwitz and other concentra-
tion, death camps and heritage sites connected to World War II and the Nazi
occupation of Poland.

Poland is asking Israel to teach about the Holocaust “with a wider histori-
cal perspective” free of “negative stereotypes about Poland and Poles,”
Haaretz quoted the spokesperson as saying. “We want to increased the par-
ticipation of Polish figures in preparing the groups and during the visits to
the heritage sites, including through the engagement of Polish guides.”



June 14, 2022 (JTA) —
Seattle’s Jewish communi-
ty was outraged that an
assistant police chief who
displayed Nazi symbology
got off with a two-week
suspension and sensitivity
training. It called on the
city of Kent to “treat the
offenses with the serious-
ness and care they
deserve.”

So the small city near
Seattle got serious and paid
Assistant Chief Derek
Kammerzell $1.52 million to go away.

In a statement last Friday, the  Jewish
Community Relations Council of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Seattle  said that while it
was “disturbing” Kammerzell came away with
the substantial settlement, it was “grateful” he
was gone.

In September 2020, a colleague reported that
Kammerzell had taped the insignia of an SS offi-
cer to his door. Fellow officers said that
Kammerzell, who is of German heritage, often
joked about the Holocaust, once saying “that his
grandfather died in the Holocaust after getting

drunk and falling”
out of a guard
tower, The New
York Times
reported on
Tuesday.

In its statement
last December, the
Seattle JCRC said
it was “horrified”
to learn of

K a m m e r z e l l ’ s
actions, which had
come to light
because of the pub-

lication of an internal police department investi-
gation, and the scope of his punishment.

“The two-week suspension and sensitivity
training given in response are completely inade-
quate, especially at a time when incidents of hate
against the Jewish people are higher than they’ve
been in almost 45 years,” it said.

It concluded, “We call on the City of Kent to
immediately revisit the situation, publicly recog-
nize the harm and hurt caused to our Jewish
community, and treat the offenses with the seri-
ousness and care they deserve.”

City officials said in a release last week that

the city could not negotiate the termination set-
tlement down further from $1.52 million, about
half the $3.1 million Kammerzell’s lawyer orig-
inally asked for, because Kammerzell’s 27-year
record was unblemished by disciplinary action
and community complaints and because of “dou-
ble jeopardy principles,” a reference to the fact
that the city had already punished Kamerzell for
the same offense with the two-week suspension.

The city’s statement noted that it had consult-
ed throughout the process with members of the
Jewish community, including the JCRC.

“Since January, our professional team has had
the opportunity to work closely with the City of
Kent on their response,” the JCRC said in its
more recent statement. “We are impressed by the
seriousness, humility, and sensitivity with which
Mayor Dana Ralph and her team are addressing
both Kammerzell’s specific actions and tackling
antisemitism overall.”
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Drake holds a Jewish wedding (to 23 brides) in his latest music video
June 17, 2022 (JTA) —

As part of the surprise drop
for his new album
“Honestly, Nevermind,”
Canadian Jewish musician
Drake released a music
video for his new song,
“Falling Back,” that fea-
tures him as the groom in a
wedding officiated by an
Orthodox rabbi in a black
hat.

There’s nothing ortho-
dox (or safe for work)
about the wedding itself, though, which features
23 brides.

That punchline isn’t revealed until a few min-
utes into the video, when the rabbi officiating the
wedding ceremony, which takes place under a
white floral chuppah, asks the bride, “Do you
commit yourself to being a good wife, according
to our values and traditions?”

To which she answers, “I do,” and is then
echoed by 22 other women in white behind her.

After each bride receives her ring and gives the
yarmulke-less Drake some form of a secret hand-
shake or high five, the camera pans to a person
who appears to be Drake’s Jewish mother, Sandi
Graham, a blonde woman dressed in black (and
who bears a striking resemblance to Barbra
Streisand). “I think he’s really taking this one
seriously,” she remarks. (Drake has never been
married, but does have a son, Adonis, whose exis-
tence was brought to the public eye during a feud
between him and rival rapper Pusha T.)

What ensues after the ceremony is a raucous
celebration full of mixed dancing and strobe
lights.

At one point, one of the brides is lifted in a chair

for the hora as she
waves a napkin in the
air. (Traditionally, as
the bride and groom
are hoisted on chairs
during the hora, they
hold onto a napkin to
symbolize their
unity.)

A few moments
later, Drake is also
seen dancing with a
napkin in hand, and
later in his mouth.

Toward the end of the video, Drake and his 23
brides pose for pictures in what loosely resembles
the photo shoots that sometimes accompany the
bedeken ceremony, where the groom unveils his
bride and families wish blessings upon the happy
couple.

The video was produced by Adam Rodness, a
Canadian actor and producer who has also starred
in a short film called “The Seder.” The rabbi is
played by Ari Sitnik, whose social media pages
appear to identify him as a Toronto-based IT spe-
cialist who formerly worked for Associated
Hebrew Schools of Toronto. Sitnik’s Twitter page
shares a steady stream of pro-Israel and conserv-
ative memes.

This isn’t the first time the multi-platinum-sell-
ing artist has invoked his Jewish background in
his musical career. Drake posed with a Kiddush
cup and Sabbath candles for the cover of his 2012
album “Take Care,” and he staged a different
Jewish tradition – his own “re-bar mitzvah” – in
the music video for his single “HYFR” (he also
re-staged his bar mitzvah in a “Saturday Night
Live” sketch). Last year, on a mixtape, he rapped,
“I should probably go to a yeshiva.”

Drake poses for a photo with his many brides.
(Screenshot via YouTube)

A cop displayed Nazi symbols and joked about the Holocaust. 
A city near Seattle paid him $1.5 million to go away

A Washington State assistant police chief
taped the insignia of an SS officer over his
nameplate on his door. (YouTube)



By ORI BELMONT

B
orn in Winnipeg in 1970, Ari Posner was
exposed to music and performing at an early
age..  The son of Gerry and Sherna Posner,

Ari learned that playing a musical instrument  - or
singing can bring so much joy to people (some-
thing with which his father was well acquainted
after having performed in so many comedic musi-
cal performances at the Shaarey Zedek over the
years), while his mother was an accomplished
pianist.  With musical performances and talent
shows a staple of  the Posner household, it was
only natural that music would play a major role in
Ari’s life, as well as for his younger siblings, Rami
and Amira.

Along with the melodious tunes of his father’s
singing echoing through the home, his mother and
grandmother offered great piano accompaniment.
And so it was, that at the age of six, Ari was intro-
duced to the piano.  He became immediately cap-
tivated by the tones, rich harmonies and melodies
that the instrument offered.  His parents were
thrilled that he was drawn to the musical arts,
requiring little if any encouragement or motivation to practice.  From the
first time that he “tickled the ivories,” he was self-motivated to always
learn and improve.

From that point in Ari’s life to the present day, one of the primary reasons
that Ari continues to produce original and well received musical pieces is
because of the sheer joy and nachas that it brings to his parents, he says.

In high school Ari was a member of various rock and roll bands, partici-
pating in many concerts -  something that motivated him to want to aspire
to a career in music, he explains.

Ari attended the University of Manitoba in the
late 1980s. He continued his performing career by
playing with the Chai Folk Ensemble before
moving to Toronto to continue his studies at York
University.  It was at that time that Ari made the
decision to pursue a Fine Arts degree while
majoring in music.  Half of the curriculum
involved studies in General Arts, while the other
half focused on music.

At York, Ari also acquired additional skills,
including musical composition.  He says that
throughout his time at university he was excited
to go to classes and be surrounded by like-mind-
ed people.

Upon graduating, Ari made the decision to stay
in Toronto. He explains that he had been present-
ed with several opportunities that he believed
would continue to allow him to chart his path
towards realizing his dreams.

For the following six years, Ari played piano in
a wedding band, as well as providing musical
accompaniment for ballet and modern dance
classes.

It was also at that time, when he was in his early twenties, that Ari met
Stacey Hersh, a Toronto composer.  With Stacey’s guidance and support,
Ari was able to learn first-hand how the music industry worked.  It was also
at that time in Ari’s life that he connected with Amin Bhatia, a TV and film
music composer.   Amin took Ari under his wing, offering useful guidance
and support.  Over the years he became a dependable mentor for Ari.

Amin strongly believed in Ari’s abilities as a musician and composer -
and he had a proposition that would ultimately prove pivotal for Ari’s
career arc. Amin required assistance with various composing jobs for tele-
vision.  Specifically, Ari was tasked with writing and arranging music for a
children’s series called “Nelvana.”  That  would be the first of many oppor-
tunities for Amin and Ari to work together. Subsequently it led to their
involvement in another successful TV series, “Flashpoint,” which ran for
five seasons on CBS and CTV. That was followed by work on a series
called “X Company,” and more recently, “Anne with an E,” which was on
Netflix.

As time progressed, Ari’s abilities began to draw the attention of other
prominent individuals in the entertainment industry. In 2001, Ari had a
lucky break when he met Rick Shurman, CEO and founding partner of
Pirate Radio and Television, which is a prominent name in the advertising
industry.  Rick took a keen interest in Ari’s composing abilities and even-
tually offered him a job as an in-house composer at Pirate.  

“To me it was like a composing boot camp,” Ari says.  “I was writing
music every day, in all different styles, with fast deadlines always loom-
ing.”   To this day Ari still maintains a very close relationship with the staff
at Pirate, and continues to make advertising a regular part of his work every
year. (Fans of the very popular radio show, “Under the Influence,” with
Terry O’Reilly, will be familiar with hearing Ari’s name mentioned as co-
composer of that show’s very recognizable theme music after every
episode.)

Recently, with Covid-19 restrictions slowly easing, Ari and Amin have
collaborated once again, this time on an award-winning animated series
which aired on PBS, called “Let’s Go Luna.” In addition, the duo worked
together on “Rosie’s Rules,” which will soon be broadcast on PBS.  The
plot involves a child who lives in southern Texas, whose father is Mexican
and whose mother is American.  As a result, the series features a good deal
of Mexican culture, something that has proven to be an interesting chal-
lenge for Posner in terms of his incorporating that culture into the music he
composes.

In addition, Ari was involved in a series called “Detention Adventure,”
where Ari and Amin joined forces with singer-songwriter Sarah Slean.  The
series ran on CBC and was well received.  It garnered the CSA award in
2021 for “best original score in a dramatic series.”

Often, Ari will encounter individuals who approach him to ask for advice.
His words of wisdom?

“Be flexible in your thinking in order to navigate the issues you may have
surrounding your work, family and life in general.”

Ari is married to Tamar Kagan, and they have three children:  Zachary,
Jesse and Leila. Ari says that they are also disciplined  in their approach to
learning and ambitious to do well in whichever paths they eventually
decide to pursue.

Ori Belmont is a freelance writer based in Toronto, Canada
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Ari Posner has found success as a composer after growing up in a musical family

Ari Posner


