
By BERNIE BELLAN

The Allocations Committee of the Jewish
Federation has submitted its report to the
Federation. The committee is recommending

a total of $3,523,098 in allocations to the 12 bene-
ficiary agencies of the Federation for the 2021/22
fiscal year, which begins Sept. 1, 2021. 

That amount represents an increase of $163,000 in allocations over the
previous year, and will be the single largest increase in allocations year
over year in the history of the Federation. As we reported in our April 28
issue, the Combined Jewish Appeal did raise a record amount in 2020 -
$6,439,994 (which has actually increased to $6,451,061 as of the time of
writing), which is the reason the Federation is able to increase its funding
of agencies by such a large amount. There were, however, some one-time
donations that were earmarked for specific organizations and which were
already allocated during the 2020/21 fiscal year.

Nonetheless, as Allocations Committee Chair Marcelo Aprosoff noted in
the committee’s report, “The Committee was excited to have more money
to allocate than ever before…They are conscious of the fact that some
donations in this year were singular and will not be repeated. They would
like to caution Beneficiaries not to expect or rely on continuing increases
in the next few years, even as we remain hopeful about the future.”

Here are some highlights from the report:
Every single one of the beneficiary agencies

will either receive an increase in allocations over
the 2020/21 year or will at least receive the same
(except for the Kaufman Silverberg Library,
which is not actually a separate beneficiary of
the Federation; it is lumped in with Gray

Academy). In addition, if you read on you will see that additional funds
that have come in the form of designated donations to various agencies will
also mean that some agencies will be receiving considerably more in fund-
ing from the Federation than they had requested.

In the case of one agency, Jewish Child & Family Service, the amount the
Allocations Committee recommended that agency will receive is actually
$40 more than JCFS requested - $880,600, which represents an increase of
$65,300 over the 2020/21 allocation.

The next highest increased allocation will go to BB Camp: $80,000,
which represents a $20,000 increase over the previous year.

Gray Academy also received a $16,000 increase, while the Simkin Centre
received a $15,000 increase.

Other notable aspects of the Allocations Committee’s report included an
increase in allocation to the Jewish Learning Institute from $1,800 to

$10,000. No other agency had suffered as dramatic
a cutback in allocations in 2020/21 as the Jewish
Learning Institute - from $5,642 in 2019/20 to
$1,800 in 2020/21.

Other than noting that “The Jewish Learning
Institute is reaching many more students virtually
than they could in person”, there was no explanation
given for the large increase in funding for the JLI. 

The Committee did make specific reference to
some specific challenges that agencies faced as a
result of the pandemic:

Vol. 34  No.  20 WINNIPEG, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23, 2021  13th Day of TAMMUZ, 5781 Candle lighting time Friday is 9:22 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 10:34 p.m.

Melton program graduate Patti
Cohen helps to renew Melton pro-
gram after 10-year absence

.........page 8

Zev Fainutch is Winnipeg’s only
certified global intelligence analyst

..........page 15

Canada Post Publication  Agreement #40047412

Former Mossad chief Efraim
Halevy delivers online Kanee lec-
ture

............page 6

Inside this issue of 
The Jewish Post & News:

Interview with Daniel Levin,
author of “Proof of Life”, the true
story of the hunt for a man who
went missing in Syria in 2012

............page 16

A poorly written book about a
Jewish family in Palestine circa
WWII, “The  Long Way Home
from Crete”,  still manages to tell
a riveting story    ...............page 23

Jewish Federation  to increase allocations to 
beneficiary agencies by considerable amount 

Jewish Foundation distributed over $5,000,000 in 2020
By BERNIE BELLAN

The Jewish Foundation
of Manitoba held its
Annual General

Meeting online on
Wednesday, June 16. This
marks the second year now
that the Foundation AGM has
been held online – and the
second year that outgoing
Foundation Chair Richard
Yaffe has presided over the
meeting online.

Last year at this time the
Foundation had just begun to
roll out the first phase of its
emergency allocations, both
to Jewish and non-Jewish
organizations. The total
amount of “Covid relief fund-
ing” to the end of 2020 came to $898,000.

The Foundation enjoyed another good year on its investment returns, with a 10.7% return on
investments (although the return was not quite as good as the 2019 return on investments, which
was an impressive 15.34% before fees, my report last year noted). The total assets of the
Foundation grew by over $11 million to $148,075,775.

New contributions to the Foundation totaled $3,384,493, in 2020. The Foundation distributed
$5,433,501, of which $4,500,124 was in the form of designated grants and $933,377 was in
undesignated grants.

There were a total of 55 new funds established in 2020. A total of $175,450 in scholarships was
given to 77 students.

In other news, Richard Yaffe noted that the board had three major accomplishments in 2020:
• the hiring of John Diamond as CEO in February 
• the roll out of the Covid relief program, which emphasized, as Yaffe also noted at last year’s

AGM, “speed, efficiency, and inclusiveness”
• the initiation of a new strategic planning process. Yaffe said that the last strategic planning

process, which occurred in 2015, was “no longer current”.
Yaffe also explained that the Foundation “had to pivot away from events that have traditionally

defined the Foundation”, such as the very successful in person luncheons it  would normally have
held during the course of the year. This year, the annual women’s luncheon was held online, for
instance.

In one final piece of news, Yaffe announced that, as he has now completed his two-year term as
Chair, he will be turning over duties to incoming Chair Bonnie Cham.

Cham has previously served as Chair of Shaarey Zedek Congregation. As well, in her capacity
as a medical doctor, Cham has chaired the Doctors Manitoba (previously known as the Manitoba
Medical Association) Ethics Committee and the Canadian Medical  Association (CMA) ethics
committee.  In addition, Cham served on the board of Accreditation Canada, which developed into
the Health Standards Organization. Cham chaired that organization’s Governance and
Nominating committee.

Continued on page 2. See “Allocations”.
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“Despite almost endless challenges and disap-
pointments, community leadership proved resilient,
flexible, creative, adaptable and compassionate. 

• Loss of life at the Simkin Centre was heart-
breaking. 

• Closures at the Rady JCC left huge gaps in social opportunities for
every demographic group. 

• Fundraisers were cancelled or scaled back, limiting the capacity of
some organizations. 

• The community has become accustomed to programs online that are
free. 

• Some individuals don’t do well in the virtual world and are even more
isolated in a world of isolation.” 

The table on this page offers readers the chance to compare allocations to
agencies over the past seven years. In the meantime, here is a list of the
increased allocations each agency will receive (in comparison with what
they received last year), as recommended in the Allocations Committee
report:
Aleph Bet Child Life Enrichment        $3,000
BB Camp $20,000
Camp Massad $10,000
Gray Academy $16,000
Kaufman Silverberg Library* $1,500
Gwen Secter Centre $10,000
Kosher Meals on Wheels $5,000
Irma Penn School $2,400
Jewish Child & Family Service          $65,300
Jewish Heritage Centre $2,600
Jewish Learning Institute $8,200
Rady JCC no change
Shalom Residences $4,000
Simkin Centre $15,000

*While Kaufman Silverberg Library’s allocation is listed as a separate
item, it is part of Gray Academy’s allocation

**While Kosher Meals on Wheels is also a separate line item, it is run out
of the Gwen Secter Centre and is part of Gwen Secter’s allocation

As mentioned, in addition to the allocations from the Jewish Federation
given on the table on this page, the  Federation will also be allocating funds

to certain agencies that have come from donors who have designated that
their donations go to those agencies. (Donors who have given at least
$18,000 the previous year and donate at least as much in the current year
are able to “designate” which agency will receive their donation.)

The total of those designated funds came to $520,098, bringing the total
amount to be received by the beneficiary agencies to $3,523,098.
Interestingly, of all the agencies, the only ones  that will not be receiving at
least as much as thay had requested are Aleph Bet Child Life Enrichment
($50,000 less than requested) and the Kaufman Silverberg Library (which
will receive $20,000 less than requested).

Here is how much more some agencies will receive than their
requested allocations:

Gray Academy $25,250
Gwen Secter Centre $30,091
Jewish Child & Family Service  $256,681
Jewish Heritage Centre $66,100
Jewish Learning Institute $5,000
Rady JCC  $110,650

On top of the allocations to beneficiary agencies the Jewish
Federation will be allocating another $2,918,693 to various programs,
including $269,900 to the following:

Birthright Israel 
GrowWinnipeg
Hillel Winnipeg
March of the Living
PJ Library & PJ Our Way
Young Adult Division
Other funds 
A further $1,052,732 in designated funds will be given, some to the

programs just listed.
As well, $525,000 will be sent outside Winnipeg to such organizations

as The Centre for Israel & Jewish Affairs.
Finally, the Federation operates a number of initiatives, such as govern-

ment relations, combating anti-Semitism, 50+ programs, and many more.
The total for those initiatives plus operations of the Federation comes
to $667,472. 

(For my comments on the increase in funding from the Jewish
Federation, turn to Short Takes on page 4.)
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Happy Canada Day!
Stay healthy!
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In 2009 the total value of all endowment funds
held at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba rep-
resented just  a little more than $57 million.

That figure represented a very low point in the
history of the Foundation, which had been show-
ing steady growth in the total value of its endow-
ment funds until the devastating stock market
crash of 2008.

At the recently held Jewish Foundation AGM it
was announced that the total value of all endowment funds has now grown
to over $123 million. On top of the growth in the value of existing endow-
ment funds, each year the Foundation sees new endowment funds initiated.
As I note in my report on this year’s AGM on page 1, over $3.3 million in
new contributions were received by the Foundation in 2020 – either in the
form of contributions to existing funds or new funds, of which 55 were begun
in 2020.

While the Jewish Foundation has proved to be of extraordinary importance
in sustaining so many of our community’s organizations, as well as many
organizations in the general community – and it has maintained a fairly spec-
tacular record of growth since that low point in 2009, the success of the
Combined Jewish Appeal in raising over $6.4 million in 2020 is even more
remarkable.

Granted, there were several quite large one-time donations to the CJA as a
result of the onset of the Covid pandemic that will not be repeated in 2021,
but nonetheless, the tremendous success achieved by the CJA is reflected in
the sometimes huge increases in funding that certain beneficiary agencies
will be receiving in 2021.

For instance, I’m not sure how the board and staff of Jewish Child and
Family Service are reacting to the news that agency will be receiving
$256,000 more from the Federation than JCFS had actually requested from
the Allocations Committee of the Federation, but it must come as welcome
news indeed – to put it mildly.

Similarly, the fact that the Rady JCC will be receiving $110,000 more than
had been requested from the Allocations Committee will probably help to put
Rady JCC Executive Director Rob Berkowits’s mind somewhat at ease as he
continues to  wrestle with the vast number of unknowns with which he’s had
to deal every since the Rady JCC started being put into a series of lockdowns,
beginning last spring.

I know that in speaking with Rob, while he’s always been hopeful that the
current restrictions preventing gyms and fitness facilities from opening
would be relaxed, and that members would be able to enjoy returning to the
Rady JCC, the fact is that he and others involved with the Rady JCC are not
sure how many members may decide not to renew their memberships. (All
memberships, by the way, were put on hold back in September pending  the
full reopening of the Rady JCC.)

But now, with the unexpectedly large allocation that the Rady JCC will be
receiving from the Federation, assuming that fitness and community centres
will be back to full operation by the fall – which is the time that our Manitoba
government is targeting for a full return to normal, it seems safe to conclude
that the Rady JCC will be able to resume operations without having to scale
anything back due to financial constraints.

The fact that institutions within the Jewish community have been able to
weather the financial storm brought on by the Covid pandemic is due large-
ly to the efficient manner in which the Jewish Federation – to a certain extent,
but even more so, the Jewish Foundation, were quick to respond to the chal-
lenges faced by so many not-for-profit organizations within our community.

As outgoing Foundation Chair Richard Yaffe noted during his remarks at
the Foundation’s recently held
AGM, it must have come as a wel-
come surprise to the 28 different
Jewish not-for-profits that received
cheques in the mail for a total of
$200,000 in April 2020 – for vary-
ing amounts based upon certain cri-
teria the Foundation employed in
determining how large each cheque
woud be. In addition, $100,000 was
sent to four general community
organizations at the same time.

That initial spate of emergency
funding was followed by two further
roll-outs of funding to Jewish orga-
nizations, although in those latter
two initiatives, organizations were
required to apply for funding and
have their requests approved by the
Foundation.

What the funding from the
Foundation – and to a lesser extent
the Federation, which held its own
emergency drive, meant for so many
Jewish organizations, including syn-

agogues, was that they were able to keep their doors open, retain staff with-
out major layoffs (with the exception of the Rady JCC, which simply had no
need for its typically large complement of staff when all programming had
been brought to a halt), and transition as best they could to the new world of
online programming.

For all this we have to be grateful to individuals who, going back over 57
years, have had the foresight to realize that Jewish community institutions in
Winnipeg  for years to come would be reliant upon gifts made to the Jewish
Foundation, often long ago. The Foundation will be releasing a detailed
accounting of all the many grants it issued during 2020 in a very short while,
and when you combine those grants with the significant increases in funding
that the Jewish Federation will be providing beginning September 1st, we
should all rest assured that institutions such as BB Camp and Camp Massad,
for instance, will be able to persevere notwithstanding that both camps will
not have been able to provide regular camping activities for what will be two
consecutive summers.

Other camps are not so lucky – as camps throughout North America have
either closed permanently or are faced with severe financial difficulties even
as they attempt to reopen to one extent or another. Our two sleepover camps,
even without being able to hold regular camp sessions (although at the time
of writing BB is planning on having its second session in August), have still
been able to hire full complements of staff who, while they may not be under-
taking their usual duties, will still be on site at the camps, undergoing train-
ing in anticipation of a full reopening of both camps next summer. That could
not have happened without the assistance of the Jewish Federation and the
Jewish Foundation.

Our community may be small in terms of numbers, but our institutions for
the most part are on solid financial ground. One wonders though what will
happen with our synagogues once all restrictions are lifted. Will congregants
return to in-person attendance – especially after so many have found Zoom
participation more to their liking? Those are the kinds of questions faced by
faith groups everywhere. 

*****

Turning to another subject entirely, this week’s issue contains two reports
that offer some interesting insights into the issue of Israeli-Palestinian rela-
tions. One is my report on what former Mossad chief Efraim Halevy had to
say during his recent online Kanee lecture. The other is a quite lengthy inter-
view I conducted with Daniel Levin, who is not someone with whom our
readers would likely be familiar.

Like Halevy, who described himself as a “Man in the Shadows” in his auto-
biography, Levin operates in the background of some of the toughest areas of
the Middle East. His most recent efforts at attempting to develop democratic
institutions in that area of the world have focused on Libya and Yemen. Yet
Levin, who is Israeli by birth and who served in combat in the Israeli army,
is also very familiar with some of Israel’s most hardened enemies.

What I found particularly interesting, both in listening to Halevy’s remarks
and in interviewing Levin, was how they both had the same perspective when
it came to negotiating with Hamas: You won’t know whether it’s possible
unless you try.

As Halevy suggested, the kind of secret negotiations that the British gov-
ernment undertook with the Irish Republican Army during the era that was
known as “the Troubles” eventually led to a successful peace agreement in
Northern Ireland.

Levin told me that he’s been to Gaza many times and is quite familiar with
many individuals in Hamas. He suggested that Hamas has evolved over the
years and  is hardly the same organization that was first formed in 1988 –
which is not to say that anyone associated with Hamas would ever agree pub-
licly to enter into negotiations with Israel.

Yet, in listening to both these men, with their years of experience operating
in what is often described as one of the world’s “toughest neighbourhoods”,
I couldn’t help but think that achieving an actual peace between Israel and
Hamas is not an impossibility. For Binyamin Netanyahu, however, maintain-
ing Hamas as a constant foil suited his political purposes in the sense that he
was able to present himself as the hardened warrior who sought to maintain
Israel’s security while never making any concessions, either to Hamas or the
Palestinian Authority.

Naftali Bennett seems to be even more intractable than Netanyahu when it
comes to negotiating  with Palestinians, although there are certainly individ-
uals within the new coalition who are more amenable to stepping back from
the rigid positions that both Netanyahu and Bennett have maintained over the
years.

In the final analysis though, it is only individuals such as Netanyahu and
Bennett who can give the orders to men such as Halevy and Levin to work
quietly behind the scenes to try to open up back channels to individuals in
Hamas who many be amenable to some sort of negotiated long-lasting peace.
As Ariel Sharon proved when he ordered the evacuation of Israeli settlers
form Gaza (and whether that turned out to be a bad move is irrelevant to my
argument), only a right wing Israeli politician can take the bold steps that are
needed in order to negotiate peace with Israel’s enemies. We need more
Halevys and Levins operating in the Middle East – paving the way for a right
winger such as Naftali Bennett to make a sudden reversal in course. Let’s
hope that there are others out there doing exactly that.
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By BERNIE BELLAN
Note: This article was

written prior to the
change of government in
Israel. As usual, with the
swift flow of events there,
much of what is presented
here is already outmoded.

This year the Jewish
Heritage Centre has been
presenting a series of
three Kanee lectures
online, rather than the tra-
ditional annual in-person
Kanee lecture. The most recent of these online lectures was delivered by
Efraim Halevy on June 6.

It doesn’t seem that long ago that former Mossad head Efraim Halevy was
in Winnipeg to deliver a Kanee lecture to a packed audience at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue, but when I actually checked our own archives I see that
Halevy was actually here in 2012. At the time Halevy had already been out
of the Mossad for 10 years, although he had also gone on to a stint as head
of Israel’s National Security Council (from 2002-3).

When Halevy paid a return visit as one of this year’s Jewish Heritage
Centre’s Kanee lecturers, this time he was at his home in Israel speaking to
the audience via Zoom. (I later found out that 114 individuals watched at
least part of his lecture. While that number is certainly done from what a
typical in-person Kanee lecture would attract, considering that it was a
beautiful Sunday afternoon when Halevy spoke, it was quite a decent
turnout – especially considering the multitude of Zoom sessions that have
become a regular part of Jewish life here this past 14 months).   

Halevy’s memoir about his time in the Mossad, “Man in the
Shadows”(published in 2008) offered ample evidence of the moderate
influence he exerted over Israeli foreign policy. He played an instrumental
role in bringing about the peace accord between Israel and Jordan, for
instance. He also put forward the position that Israel should seek to negoti-
ate with Hamas – which led me to pose a question about that possibility dur-
ing his June 6 lecture.

Halevy is now 86 years old, yet toward the end of his Zoom session
(which lasted 1 ½ hours) he indicated that he had four more Zoom sessions
scheduled in the next few days, so running out of energy doesn’t seem to be
a problem for him. As a matter of fact, just when everyone watching might
have thought that Halevy wanted to sign off, he began to tell a story about T.E.
Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) that stretched into another 20 minutes. He was
clearly “in the moment”, so to speak.

During his free-flowing talk Halevy touched on a great
many subjects. After speaking for half an hour he agreed to
take questions from the audience. The questions were read to
him by moderator Ben Waldman (who is a reporter for the
Free Press), although when Waldman posed questions to
Halevy it wasn’t at all clear whether a question had come
from an audience member or whether it was one that
Waldman was asking on his own.)

Before launching into his talk – which he did without refer-
ring to notes, Halevy said he was going to divide his talk into
different segments, beginning with an overview of the
Middle East, then turning his attention to Iran.

At the very start of his talk, Halevy admitted, however, that
he is not privy to the kind of confidential information to
which he would have had access during his long career in
intelligence. Almost immediately though, he did broach a
subject that, if  what he said was indeed true, then it would
certainly have be considered highly controversial: Halevy
claimed that there is a secret annex to the Abraham Accords
signed between Israel – on one side – and Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates on the other, that imposes a “freeze on
settlements” in the West Bank, although “the details are not
revealed”, Halevy suggested.

It is not at all apparent though that there has been an actual
freeze on settlement activity in the West Bank, as Halevy sug-
gested. There has been continued expansion of road con-
struction in the West Bank, for instance, and while there has
been no government sanctioned construction of new homes in
the West Bank since the accords were signed, there has been
continued expansion of more isolated – and illegal outposts.
(As well there has been continued expansion of Israeli hous-
ing in the East
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Virtual Kanee lecture: Former Mossad chief Efraim Halevy urges
Israeli policy makers to “think outside the box”

(which he also urged nine years ago when he was here in person to deliver the Kanee lecture)

Efraim Halevy online June 6
screenshot

Continued on page 6. See “Halevy”.
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Jerusalem area.)

A second aspect of the Abraham
Accords, which was also not included in
the publicly signed accords, Halevy said,

was the decision by the US government to sell (50) F35 jets to the United
Arab Emirates. According to Halevy, Israel’s having F35 stealth jets gave
Israel a “strategic edge” in the Middle East in terms of military technolo-
gy.

What did Israel obtain then, in return, when it agreed to sign those
accords?

“These are countries with which we had relationships before,” Halevy
noted. While those relationships may have been “passive” rather than
overt, they “enabled Israeli businessmen to come to the Emirates and con-
duct business.” The accords, therefore, are really just an elaborate business
deal.

There is another aspect to the Abraham Accords, Halevy pointed out,
which may prove detrimental to Israel’s interests in the long term. 

“We agreed we would be a conduit for the export of oil from the
Emirates,” he said. Halevy explained that a pipeline that was originally
built to transport oil brought to Israel from Iran and unloaded at Eilat will
now be used instead to ship oil from the Emirates.

“It is going to be a massive transportation of oil,” Halevy warned. “We
are entering a danger zone in which an oil pipeline (built originally in 1968
as a 50-50 venture between Israel and Iran) will lead to a massive “oil
installation in Eilat which could have a major impact upon tourism” in that
city – which, Halevy noted, is Israel’s most popular tourist destination.

(Ed. note: On June 3, Israel’s new Environment Minister, Gila Gamliel,
called for cancellation of the oil deal between Israel and the UAE, saying
that it could cause great environmental damage.)

If the benefits of the Abraham Accords are entirely economic – since
Israel already had good diplomatic relations with Bahrain and the UAE,
why has Saudi Arabia been reluctant to sign on to the accords as well –
which is something that was rumoured would also occur?

Apparently signing on to the accords “is a subject of disagreement”
between the king of Saudi Arabia (King Salman, who is 85 years old) and
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman (aka “MBS”), with the king being
reluctant to enter into a signed agreement with Israel, while MBS is push-
ing for it.

Turning to other areas of the Middle East, Halevy offered this interesting
insight about Egypt: “Egypt is concentrating on developing improved rela-
tions with China. China is now a major player in Iraq. We will have to look
very carefully at what China is doing in the Middle East,” although Halevy
added, “up to now China’s relationship with Israel has been good.”

Here’s what Halevy had to say about Israel’s relationship with Jordan:
“There is a very serious problem with Jordan. We have a good relationship
on the military and security level, but less so in other areas. The diplomat-
ic relationship is very strained. The personal relationship between (King)
Abdullah and Netanyahu is very poor.”

About Syria, Halevy said: “Hizbollah is very active there. We have regu-
larly bombed arms shipments – in coordination with Russia – to prevent
them (Hizbollah) from developing faster than they might otherwise do.”

Halevy quoted a line from the Bible to warn of the danger posed to Israel
on its northern flank: “Evil will open up from the north.”

At that point Halevy turned his attention to Iran, saying that “Iran’s deter-
mination to obtain nuclear weapons is number one in our concerns.”

But, in order to understand the dynamics involved in the situation vis-à-
vis Israel and Iran, Halevy suggested, one has to understand Netanyahu’s
own background.

Netanyahu considers himself to be an “historic figure”, very much influ-
enced by his scholar father, (Benzion) whose area of study was the expul-
sion of the Jews from Spain in 1492.

Benzion Netanyahu focused in particular on the writings of a famous
medieval Jewish businessman and scholar by the name of (Isaac)
Abrabanel, Halevy explained.

Abrabanel wrote in 1492 that “there was going to be a Golden Age for
the Jewish people”. (He was slightly wrong, you might say.)

Benajmin Netanyahu “said his aim was never to ignore threats to Israel;
his mission was to remove an existential threat to Israel,” Halevy said.

When the “Mossad was able to get a hold of Iranian nuclear files to show
the West what Iran was all about,” Netanyahu honestly believed that hav-
ing this smoking gun would be decisive in swaying Western leaders not to
believe that Iran was sincere in being willing to abandon its pursuit of
nuclear weapons. Unfortunately, Netanyahu’s goal was never realized
(although, in looking back at Halevy’s Kanee lecture in 2012, I note that at
that time he warned that the greatest danger to Israel was not from external
enemies, it was from within Israel itself, from religious right wing zealots).

Following his initial remarks, Halevy fielded questions from the audi-
ence.

I asked the following question: “Are there any chances that a younger
element in Hamas might be willing to negotiate a peace with Israel?

Halevy’s answer was: “I don’t know. We’ve never tried…The important
thing is to think out of the box. Inside of the box there’s no possibility of
any resolution of these problems. We have to have courage - and think of
our children and grandchildren and their future.”

Halevy, who was very close with Ariel Sharon, however, did say that
Sharon made a terrible mistake when he evacuated Israeli settlers from
Gaza. “The feeling is that Hamas got something for nothing – a dangerous
precedent.”

Another question was about a new government in Israel, if one does suc-
ceed in forming: How would a new government impact relations with
Israel’s neighbours?

Halevy said: “It will follow the policies of Netanyahu.” He then pro-
ceeded to relate this anecdote: “The United States will renew the (Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action) agreement with Iran. Netanyahu instructed
all agencies of the Israeli government not to present our view of the JCPA
because we are opposed to the JCPA entirely.” (Halevy was critical of that
position, by the way.)

Question: “Did the recent flare up in Gaza catch you by surprise?”
Answer: “In 2003 I said Israel should enter into a dialogue with Hamas.

I have always thought we should negotiate with Hamas. I also say we
should dialogue with Iran – although that doesn’t mean they will negotiate
with us. By the way, the Saudis are now in a dialogue with Iran. We don’t
serve our interest by isolating ourselves. We should have secret negotia-
tions.” Halevy pointed to the example of the British negotiating with the
IRA back in the 1980s. “The British denied they were negotiating with the
IRA at the same time their Prime Minister was doing exactly that.” 

A question about Israeli settlements led to this assessment of the situa-
tion: “The US expects they will be frozen. If not, there is a danger that there
will be a major break with the US.”

As well, Halevy alluded to the growing gap between Israel and Jewish
communities in the Diaspora. He noted that the position of Israeli Consul
General in New York has been vacant for 18 months.  That position is the
“single most important” connection that Israel has with the American
Jewish community. The fact that Netanyahu deliberately left it vacant
“shows how the Prime Minister (and Netanyahu was still PM when Halevy
gave his talk) views the importance of the role of Jewish communities in
North America.”

Question: “How is anti-Semitism around the world viewed in Israel? ”
Answer: “If we have a new government the position of Consul General

will be filled very quickly. Bennett understands the position of Jewish com-
munities in North America very well. In a very short while we will see a
change here. Bennett will attempt to restore the traditional relationship
between Israel and the Jews in North America.” 

Halevy
(Continued from page 5.)

Shaarey Zedek focusing once again on 
major renovation project

Shaarey Zedek Congregation sent an email to members recently advising
them that a process which first began in December 2018, and which was
put on hold by Covid, will now resume: A major renovation of the entire
building housing the congregation.

According to the email, the congregation has “retained professional
expertise to help” plan the renovation. “Number TEN Architectural Group,
Akman Construction and McKim Communications Group are hard at work
to complete this incredible undertaking for the congregation.”

The email goes on to say:
“The project will most likely start after Yom Kippur 2021, with the not

so exciting but most needed removal of asbestos, the reconstruction of the
roof and all required maintenance, including electrical, plumbing and
mechanical upgrades, such as the replacement of the heat, circulation and
air conditioning systems, taking us well into 2022. The remediation work
outlined must be done for the safety of our congregation and the integrity
of the building.

“But do not worry, our staff, board and volunteers are working hard to
secure a comparable space that will allow us to continue with all our ser-
vices, including potential in person gatherings and catering. The project
renovation might take between 18-months to 2 years.

“One of the most exciting next steps of this initiative is the opportunity
to engage with every member of our congregation to ensure there is suffi-
cient time to gather your thoughts, your input and to connect one on one
while remediation is completed. While remediation is underway, we will
be reaching out to get your input for the interior renovation of the sanctu-
ary, social hall, offices and meeting spaces. There will be several opportu-
nities to gather your suggestions, including ‘Town Halls’ (either in person
or virtually) throughout the summer and fall. We need ideas and sugges-
tions from anyone that wants to participate and have their voice heard. At
the end of the day, we want everyone to feel at home in the renewed space.

“We are also pleased to have engaged Bob Freedman as our fundraising
consultant.”
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Arab commentators lash out at Hamas - but their 
opinions are paid no attention in the West

Despite the Biden Adminstration’s ongoing
efforts to undermine the Abrahamic
Accords – most recently by banning the

term itself – Arab countries are sticking with
Israel.  At a time when many in the West – includ-
ing most media, it seems, are condemning the
Jewish state for defending itself against Hamas
missiles, numerous Arab voices are placing the
blame for the war where it belongs – on Hamas
and its ilk.

The Abarhamic Accords are the peace agreements signed by Israel and
four Arab countries under the aegis of the Trump Administration (with,
hopefully more to come). 

In a story for the Gatestone Institute website on May 20, well-informed
Arab-Israeli journalist Khalid Abu Toameh noted that “While many in the
West denounced Israel for its military strikes in the Gaza Strip over the past
week, prominent Arab writers and political analysts held the Iranian-
backed Hamas responsible for the violence and bloodshed”.

He further pointed out that “these Arabs evidently understand what the
anti-Israel activists around the world fail to see — that Hamas has brought
nothing but disaster and despair to the two million Palestinians living under
its rule in the Gaza Strip. They seem to understand that Israel is not wag-
ing war on the Palestinians, but against an Islamist terrorist group whose
charter openly calls for jihad (holy war) and the elimination of Israel”.

In support of his comments, he quotes a number of Arab commentators
from Egypt, Jordan and the Arabian peninsula. He cites one Egyptian
writer, Khaled al-Berry, who advises that “criticism of Hamas is in the
interest of the Palestinians, now and tomorrow.”

He notes the remarks of former Jordanian Minister of Information Saleh
Al-Gholab  saying that Hamas should choose between being a Palestinian
group or “a Muslim Brotherhood movement belonging to Iran.”

As well, Ahdeya Ahmed Al Sayed, President of the Bahrain Journalists
Association, wrote on Twitter that “those who support the terrorist militias
[Hamas, Muslim Brotherhood, Hezbollah, Houthis, and the Iranian regime]
are considered terrorists. The Palestinian issue does not need terrorists and
traffickers. The Palestinian issue does not need traitors.”

Al Sayed followed with another tweet: “Hamas did not use the children
of (Hamas leaders) Ismail Haniyeh (and) Khaled Mashaal or Ali Khamenei
(Iran’s dictator) as human shields. Hamas used the Palestinian people [as
human shields].

Shame on anyone who defend Hamas. This is a major betrayal!”
From Saudi Arabia, writer and researcher Abdulah Bin Binjad Al Otaibi

commented that “real sympathy with the Palestinian people means search-
ing for solutions for an actual and practical peace that guarantees their safe-
ty, security, and development. The solutions should also stop those
[Hamas] who are ready to burn Palestine and its people.

“The Hamas terrorist group,” he continued, “was well prepared for this
war by building trenches in which its members can take shelter, while inno-
cent Palestinians were being killed. Hamas likes to play the role of victim
and kill Palestinians to win Arab, Islamic and international sympathy.”

Another Saudi writer, Abdullah Nasser Al Otaibi, according to Abu
Toameh, called on Arab countries to help the Palestinians get new leaders.
“Hamas and its Muslim Brotherhood patrons do not care about the suffer-
ing or interests of the Palestinians,” Al Otaibi wrote. “They only care about
demonizing those who stand against them. Hamas is saying: Let the
Palestinians die for the sake of a Muslim Brotherhood victory.”

A third Saudi, Mishary Dhayidi, warned that Hamas was aligned with
Iran and the enemies of the Arabs.

A writer from the United Arab Emirates, Al-Sheikh Wuldalsalek, accused
both Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and Hamas of “traf-
ficking” in the Palestinian issue.

“Abbas wants to cover up for this decision to postpone the Palestinian
elections so that he can continue to sit on the presidential chair at the
expense of Palestinian blood,” Wuldalsalek observed. “Hamas aspires to
increase its popularity and drain the pockets of those who see it as a resis-
tance movement by launching futile missiles that harm it more than doing
any good.”

And, most recently, and somewhat surprisingly, Newsweek published an
essay written by Dr. Ali al Nuaimi, chairman of the Defense Affairs,
Interior and Foreign Relations Committee of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) Federal National Council, calling for freedom for the Palestinians
from Hamas and Iran. In the article, he charged that the Palestinian leader-
ship has “hijacked” the Palestinian People in order to “sell their political
and terrorist agendas” and “serve an Iranian agenda.”

Al Nuaimi, who was described as “an architect of the Abraham Accords
who serves in an advisory role to the Emirates’ leadership”, wrote of the
“new era” of greater coexistence in the Middle East since the signing of the
accords between the UAE and Israel.

“Last August, we entered a new era: A 70-year stalemate was exchanged
for an era of greater coexistence,” he wrote. 

“The signing of the Abraham Accords between the United Arab Emirates
and Israel that I helped broker was a bold, courageous move which
promised to finally make progress where everything else had failed,” he
added.

Abu Toameh observed that “such critiques of Hamas and other Iranian-
backed terrorist groups are relatively new in the Arab world. The criticism
shows that a growing number of Arabs are fed up with the continuous
efforts of Iran to destabilize Arab countries with the help of the mullahs’
proxies in the Middle East, including Hamas.

“The message that the Arab writers and political analysts are trying to
send to those Westerners who consider themselves “pro-Palestinian,” he
pointed out, “is that Hamas serves as a pawn in the hands of Iran and the
Muslim Brotherhood in the fight against Israel and the West.”

“There is another message that the Arabs are seeking to send to those in
the West who are demonstrating against Israel,” he added “That is that crit-
icism of Hamas does not make you anti-Palestinian; on the contrary, hold-
ing Hamas responsible for the violence and bloodletting actually serves the
interests of the Palestinians.”

“How ironic,” he wrote, “that Arab Muslims are lashing out at Hamas
while Israel-haters around the world see no evil in its actions, including the
indiscriminate firing of thousands of rockets and missiles into Israel.

“Inexplicably, these Arab voices are generally ignored by the interna-
tional community and the mainstream media in the West. Those who are
demonstrating against Israel and Jews in the US, Canada and some
European countries might want to tune in to what Arabs themselves are
saying about Hamas, Iran, Hezbollah and other terrorist groups. If they
bothered to listen, they would understand that as far as many Arabs are con-
cerned, the real threat to the future of Arab and Muslim children is coming
from Iran and Islamic terrorist groups, and not from Israel.”

By

MYRON LOVE

LETTERS

Sheik Jarrah is not simply a lanlord and tenant dispute
Hi Bernie

I had been meaning to write in following last week’s paper, when there
was some scorn expressed at the notion that Israel bore any blame for the
recent troubles. It seemed to me then that there was more than enough
blame to go around for both sides. I was therefore glad to see that when
you discussed the situation with Daniel Levin, the two of you gave short
shrift to the much-repeated claim that the Sheikh Jarrah dispute just a sim-
ple case of tenants being evicted because they refuse to pay the rent. (Yes,
I looked it up, it’s “shrift” with an r!)

It is not easy to find a complete and unbiased account of the facts here,
but this is what I’ve been able to piece together with some effort. The hous-
es were undoubtedly Jewish property owned by the Sephardic Community,
whose residents were expelled when Jordan occupied East Jerusalem in
1948. After 1967, the community attempted to re-assert its ownership; and
in a compromise, the courts ruled in favor of the Jewish ownership claim
but declared the Arab tenants to have a long-term lease arrangement which
would remain undisturbed so long as the rent (described as “nominal”) was
paid. Surely part of the reason was to but the brakes on the notion that res-
idents of either side who left the homes in 1948 could simply reclaim their
abandoned property without restriction.

The problems began around the time of Oslo. On one hand, someone (I
don’t know who) told the residents that as a result of the new accords, they
no longer had to (or ought to?) pay the rent. Around the same time a new
organization, one with a deliberate agenda of re-establishing a Jewish pres-
ence in the neighborhood, bought the properties from the Sephardic com-
munity. Eviction proceedings were commenced.

I haven’t figured out how many tenants were delinquent on rent, or even
how many were actually evicted so far. Numbers like “four to eight” have
been bandied around. But imagine the outrage if we found out that Donald
Trump was evicting black tenants from his properties and deliberately
replacing them with white families? Even if they were behind on the rent?

Actually, we don’t have to “imagine” the outrage, because we all know
Trump has been branded a racist for having done much less than this back
in the 70’s. If we are entitled to be outraged against Trump, why should we
expect Hamas to be any less outraged against Israel? The point is not
whether Hamas is right or wrong. It is that the outrage of Hamas against
Israel is just as legitimate, human, and rational as the liberal outrage
against Trump for the parallel circumstances. Or, if you prefer to take the
other side: the outrage is just as misguided, unfair and irrational. The point
is: it’s the same.
Marty Green

(More letters on page 9.)



By MYRON LOVE

After an absence of more than ten years, the Florence Melton School
of Jewish Learning is once more being offered in Winnipeg under
the auspices of Congregation Shaarey Zedek.

“Kudos really go to Rena (Secter Elbaze) for the vision of bringing
Melton back to Winnipeg,” says Patti Cohen, who taught the recently com-
pleted course, “Jewish Denominations: Addressing the Challenges of
Modernity”.   (Rena Secter Elbaze is the Melton director in Winnipeg as
well as the Shaarey Zedek’s Engagement and Education Director.) “Rena

did all the hard work -  the orga-
nizing and working with Melton
staff to get the course off the
ground.”   

Cohen reports that 14 students
– nine from Winnipeg and the
others largely from American
east coast communities – partici-
pated in the ten-week course

which consisted of 90-
minute weekly classes
Mondays from 4:30-6:00
which began at the
beginning of March
(with breaks for Shavuot
and Victoria Day). This
wasn’t the full Melton
program - which offers a
Master’s Degree in
Education specializing
in Jewish Education
through the Melton
Centre at the Hebrew
University – but rather a
forshpice, she notes.

“Jewish Denomin-
ations” examined the
impact of 19th and 20th
century modernity on
Judaism and the development of the various Jewish denominations
that have emerged in response and what the future may hold. 

“We had a nice group and received a positive response,” Cohen
says.  “It was a small enough group that we could engage in good
discussion on line and everyone felt comfortable participating.”

Winnipegger Louis Colish, one of the students, says of the
course that “it was truly enlightening. This course taught me how
The Jewish People can find common ground because we are the
People of the Book. Even though we have different denominations,
we are one people because we share the ‘Torah’, which has given
us a commonality in our Prayers no matter what denomination we
represent.”

The Florence Melton School of Jewish Learning is the realiza-
tion of the vision of the late American philanthropist Florence
Zacks Melton, who endowed the Florence Melton Institute in 1986
as a project of the Melton Centre at The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. She sought to bring to life a comprehensive and sophis-
ticated program of Jewish learning for adults. Melton is the largest
pluralistic adult Jewish education network in the world, with 50
Melton communities throughout the United States, Canada,
Australia and South Africa. More than 50,000 learners have expe-
rienced Melton’s professionally developed curriculum and lively
interactive classes. In Winnipeg Patti Cohen and her husband, Dr.
Arthur Blank, were among the original Melton students.  They also
went on two Melton travel seminars.

The first Melton program in Winnipeg,
Cohen recalls, was a two year adult learning
curriculum consisting of four courses. She
had previously taught the courses “Purposes
of Jewish Living” and  “Rhythms of Jewish
Living”.  

“I always liked the course material,” says
Cohen, who has a B.S. in Elementary
Education from the University of Illinois,
Champagne-Urbana in her native Chicago,
and an M.Ed. in Educational Administration
from the University of Manitoba. She
retired five years ago after teaching for
many years in the public school system in
Winnipeg.

Last December, she was awarded her
Master’s Degree in Jewish Studies by the
Chicago-based Spertus Institute for Jewish
Learning and Leadership.  She notes that
she supplemented the Melton curriculum
with material from her own recent studies.
She is currently working on her Doctorate
in Jewish Studies.

As to the timing of the next Melton course
through the Shaarey Zedek, Cohen reports
that she and Rena Elbaze have begun plan-
ning for a second course in the fall.   
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After long hiatus, Melton program is back in Winnipeg

Your Kind of Retirement Living
At Portsmouth we offer a warm and comfortable lifestyle for active, independent seniors. Our 
retirement residence is designed to give you the range of services, supports, amenities and choices 

suit all your needs. 

Call to book your  
tour today and ask us 
about our fully furnished $100 per night short term rental offer with 
immediate availability.  
204-284-5432

New and exiting offers available at Portsmouth Retirement 
Residence 

* Some terms and conditions apply.

Portsmouth 

PATTI COHEN
One of the first graduates of the
Melton program here, Cohen taught
a recent course in “Jewish denomi-
nations” as part of the Melton pro-
gram and is helping to plan the next
course.
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We are very pleased with the announcement in the JP&N,  (June 9, 2021
issue) of the revival of the Canadian Jewish Congress in its new initiative
as the Canadian Jewish Congress Forum. 

This brought to mind a paper that we presented in 2004 to the Canadian
Jewish Studies Association, part of the Learned Societies, at its annual
meeting held in Winnipeg of that year. We wrote: “The principle linking
democracy with dissent was basic to the formation of the CJC in 1919. It
was founded as a grassroots organization with delegations elected by secret
ballot from every Jewish community in Canada. Representatives from var-
ious organizations and ideologies vied to be elected as delegates. Public
voting practices and full-fledged campaigns were held across the country.
To a large degree, this was participatory democracy in action for it encom-
passed a diversity of political, religious and ideological viewpoints as well
as a broad social class representation in Canadian Jewish Society.
Dissenting viewpoints were accepted as part of the fabric of the communi-
ty and added vigour and vitality to public discourse. For the first time,
newly arrived Jews experienced the potential and the possibilities of a
democratic society.”

 After a long hiatus, the CJC was revived in 1934.  As a child I (Roz)
remember the excitement around that 1934 election.  My father, Joseph
Wolodarsky, found that he was on the same train as the Winnipeg delega-
tion to the first CJC conference held in Toronto. In recalling this experi-
ence, he wrote: “Jews should have the right, in the name of humanity and
general principles of rights and freedoms to be capitalists, socialists, com-
munists, anarchists and other “isms.  The notion of inclusiveness was dra-
matically brought home to me (Roz) when I translated my dad, Joseph
Wolodarsky’s, letters published in 2018 in the 2nd volume of “A Lifetime
of Letters: The Wolodarsky Letters.”  

In the JP&N article announcing the newly established CJ C Forum, the
idea of an organization representing all sectors of the community was high-
lighted: “It is the prime objective of the CJCF to take lessons from the past
and use them to inform communal policy in the present and future, to pro-
mote Jewish values of chesed, diversity, anti- racism and embrace harmo-
ny within a Canadian context.” Further, the article continues, “In the spir-
it of the former CJC, it wishes to create a forum for the greater Jewish com-
munity to provide input and determine what the current urgent issues are
that our community and society are facing and witnessing here in Canada
and globally.”  We salute the initiative to form a grassroots, democratic
organization in which all sections of the community will have input. There
is a pressing need for an organization whose mandate is to address the con-
cerns of the country in which we live.  In reestablishing the CJCF, we rec-
ognize the importance of Canada as our homeland and the necessity of
challenging all forms of injustice, while celebrating our contributions as
Jews to every aspect of life in Canada.  

Respectfully,
 Roz Usiskin and Ester Reiter

Happy to see new organization being formed Our silence in face of the outrageous double standard
It is appalling that Hamas, the representative Palestinian leadership in

Gaza, has ironically emerged as the ally of the left, the media and certain
social,  academic and political circles.  Hamas is a  ruthless  misogynistic,
homophobic, anti-Semitic regime. (Article 7 of its charter calls for the
death of Jews). 

No country, under similar internal and external security threats has a bet-
ter human rights record, better advocacy of gay/transgender rights, an
effective independent judiciary, or stronger adherence to the rule of law
than the state of Israel.  No country defending itself against a barrage of
rockets from a terrorist organization would operate differently, particular-
ly when responding to  a cowardly regime that uses civilians as human
shields. Israel has demonstrated a high level of competence  in minimizing
the civilian to militant casualty ratio in military operations (the true mea-
sure of proportionality of response), and often compromises military oper-
ations  to save innocent lives. 

So why do the media and certain political spheres draw a moral equiva-
lency between a country defending itself from thousands of rockets and a
despotic regime? Why has it become socially acceptable to stand in soli-
darity with people who call for the eradication of Israel and to express no
outrage for antisemitic tropes such as those  in the Hamas charter? Why is
it when Assad and ISIS slaughtered 500,000 civilians in Syria, including
more than  2500 Palestinians, there were no global demonstrations in
response?  When the Yarmouk Palestinian Refugee camp has been under
siege by the Syrian army, and without electricity for almost 2 years, and
Palestinians in the camp are executed for blasphemy, why is there relative-
ly little outrage and condemnation? 

The recent IHRA definition of antisemitism includes the double standard
of holding the nation state of the Jewish people to a higher moral standard
than other countries.  We can take pride in the formulation of this defini-
tion, but we need to hold the media and academic arena accountable when
this identified double standard is applied to Israel. 

There may be good reasons for deferring responses to outrageous dou-
ble standards and to avoiding confrontation with hostile antisemitic forces.
However, hostile forces may be deliberately intimidating us as a means of
silencing our community!  

Bradley Pollock

Response to Myron Love calling out Jewish critics of Israel
I’m responding to Myron Love’s comment, “The Enemy Within” in the

June 9/21 edition of the JP&N.
Love often writes in your paper blaming leftists as “Jew haters”, includ-

ing Rabbi Mivisair and Rabbi Spero whom he named in his commentary
and who have been extremely critical of Israel’s Apartheid system as well
as the latest bombing of Gaza. Love doesn’t like the piece of protest the-
atre that Rabbi Mivasair did on the steps of the Israeli consulate. He is also
critical of rabbinical students who wrote a public letter accusing Israel of
systematic suppression of human rights. He demeans their educational
institution calling it “Cliff Notes Jewish education”. 

I think the growing critique of Israel points to the Jewish community
waking up to the possibility that what Israel is doing is in opposition to the
social justice moral stance long upheld within our community. If we’re
talking about social justice it is Myron Love who has smugly dismissed the
well researched denunciations of Israeli policies by B’Tselem and Human
Rights Watch. 

He can hardly be accepted as an arbiter of morals or justice because, after
all,  this is the same Myron Love who told us that the Nazis and racists
chanting at Charlottesville were a “one off” and what we really needed to
worry about was the blacks and the Muslims. It wasn’t blacks and Muslims
who killed in the synagogues in Pittsburgh and San Diego. The Anti-
Defamation league warned in 2019 of the threat from white  supremacist
rallies where Nazi flags were openly waved. We don’t need Myron Love
telling us some twisted ethical morality tale about who should or should
not be rabbis and what they should believe.

David Weller

A happy ending to a story posted in our June 9 issue
In our June 9 issue I reported that a compartment of CDs had been found

by someone who lives in the Garden City area. I described some of the CDs
in the hope that whoever lost them would contact me to let me know to
whom they belonged.

I’m glad to report that the very morning the paper came out I received a
call from the owner of the CDs and was able to get them back to that per-
son.

I emailed the individual who found the CDs to let him know (names are
omitted):

Hi,
  I thought you’d be glad to know that the owner of the CDs contacted

me this morning. I had posted a notice in the paper and luckily, she was a
subscriber.  I actually know her.   It turns out the CD of the wedding is from
a wedding in Chicago. That’s why neither of the 2 big synagogues here had
any record of a wedding between a Rachel and Oren from 2004.  Her car
was broken into - which is what we both suspected.   Anyway, I’ll be taking
over the CDs to her son’s house (who lives nearby) this afternoon.   So, all’s
well that ends well. 

Regards,  
Bernie

The individual who found the CDs wrote back:

It was a very lucky break that I happened to walk through the park and
find this, and that you were good enough to put an ad in the JP and that the
people saw it. In life we try to be our better selves and combat the darkness
that seems to haunt members of society. Those who break into cars lack
respect for the goods of others. I am glad I was able to make these people
feel a bit better on the return of their precious possessions.  Keep in touch.
 

I was also able to put the person who lost the CDs in touch with the per-
son who found them. I received this email from the person who lost them:

Hi Bernie,
I just spoke with ….

He seems like such a nice person. He told me that he grew up with many
Jewish people and has several  Jewish friends.  He thought that the CDs
would be really important to someone who owned them.

Thank you again for your help in retrieving the CDs.
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RICKI SEGAL
Our beloved Ricki

Segal passed away on
May 2, 2021. She is sur-
vived by her three chil-
dren, Marshall, Michael,
and Brenlee, their chil-
dren and grandchildren,
her sister Carole, her
brother Marvin, her many
cousins, and her uncle Ed
Lazar.  Ricki was the 1st
born child of Hilda and
Syd Stern of Winnipeg,
the 1st born grandchild of

15 of Gertie and Louis Lazar of Bird’s Hill, MB and
a grandchild of Eicheal and Rifka Stern of Narol,
MB

Her love and interest in the lives of her parents and
grandparents was boundless. Through her talent in
writing, Ricki gave us the gift of their life stories in
her humorous and touching recollections, which
were published in The Jewish Post & News, and in
her book “My Zaida and Other Memories Growing
Up Jewish”.

She is missed by those whose lives she touched
with warm friendships, love, and storytelling.

KAREN (ROYTENBERG) BINDER

With deep sadness we share that Karen
(Roytenberg) Binder (z”l) left this world on June 6th,
at the age of 78. She is lovingly remembered for her
smile that communicated a joy for life and the
enjoyment of being in others’ company. Born in
Winnipeg on April 21, 1943, to her loving and doting
parents Ida and Nat Roytenberg (z”l), Karen was an
only child lovingly raised by both her immediate and
extended family. These formative years nurtured a
strength in Karen that allowed her to face adversity
with resiliency, positivity and a focus on living life to
the fullest. Karen was proud to raise her daughters in
a Jewish home and vibrant Jewish community. She
later went on to care for both of her parents in their
final years.

While Karen lived with the effects of Cerebellar
Ataxia, the challenges created never defined her. Her
family is grateful beyond measure for the amazing
care she received during her eighteen years at the
Sharon Home and then the Saul and Claribel Simkin
Centre. The Weinberg unit 1 became her home where
she embraced the company of all who knew her and
was able to continue living a Jewish life. Her family
extends deep appreciation and gratitude is extended
to every individual who touched Karen’s life and
allowed her to smile, laugh and enjoy the simple
things; each of you made a tremendous impact in her
life.

Thank you to Cantor Tracy Kasner, who shared
prayers of comfort in Karen’s final days and
officiated the funeral on June 7th with a beautiful
and fitting service and eulogy that captured Karen’s
life and spirit. The family also thanks the pallbearers
for their “Chesed Shel Emet” in helping escort Karen
to her final resting place; thank you to Sam Binder,
Rob Dalgliesh, Ardith Henoch, Arthur Liffmann,
Evan Roitenberg and Sean Shore.

Karen was predeceased by her parents and
husband Peter, and she leaves to mourn her
daughters Lori Binder (Kenton Smith) and Estelle
Tzur, grandchildren Maya and Matan Tzur and her
close cousins Harry Roytenberg (Jeanette) and Earl
Miller (Jolyn).

Should you wish to make a memorial donation, a
fund in Karen’s memory and honour is being
established at the Simkin Centre. This fund will help
to spread joy to residents and staff, and serve as a
legacy to Karen, who had been the longest resident
to live at Simkin. 

BERNICE LEVINE-RISSIN
With deep sadness, we

announce the passing of
Bernice Levine-Rissin on
June 17, 2021, at the age
of 86. She is survived by
her children, Allan
Levine (Angie), Brian
Levine (Susan), Shayla
Morrison (Jeff) and Joel
Levine (Stephen Hinds);
grandchildren Jason
Levine (April), Shawn
Levine (Heather Doi),
Justin Levine (Hayley),

Alexander Levine (Shannon), Mia Shaffer (Geoff),
Megan Morrison (Aaron Clarfield) and Brooke
Morrison; great-grandchildren, Benjamin, Rachel,
Piper, Hurin, Josephine, Meyer, Liliana, McCartney,
Kole, Erica and Emmy; her brother Mel Kliman
(Wendy Wright) and her sister Sharon Earn (Brian)
She will also be missed by her many nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends. She was predeceased
by her husbands, Marvin Levine and Joe Rissin, par-
ents, Sam and Sarah Kliman, sister Freda Morry and
her husband Manuel Morry. 

Bernice was born on January 10, 1935 in Holland,
Manitoba where her parents ran a general store. She
and her siblings worked in the store and participated
in all of the community’s events. On the High
Holidays, the family would journey to Brandon,
Portage la Prairie, or Winnipeg for prayer services.
Passover also entailed extended visits of relatives
from other towns for large seder gatherings.
Summers and other holidays were the same. She
remembered her house in Holland often being filled
with aunts, uncles, and cousins, sleeping anywhere
there was room. She had many fond memories of
skating, curling, and going to hockey and baseball
games with her school friends. 

She married Marvin in 1954 and they had thirty-
nine happy years together raising four children, par-
ticipating in Jewish community events, summering
at their mobile home in Gimli and in later years
spending winters in Palm Springs. After Marvin
passed away in 1993, she married Joe in 1996 and
they, too, enjoyed their families and friends and trav-
eled together until Joe passed away in 2013. 

Bernice was a kind and generous person. She was
a devoted mother and a great cook, especially during
the holidays. Whatever the occasion, the Mixmaster
always came out and she got down to work. Later
when three of her children left Winnipeg, she never
failed to bring an extra suitcase of cookies, cakes
and other goodies when she traveled to visit them
and their families. 

She was the happiest when she was surrounded by
her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
She led an active life filled with friends, fun and
laughter. She enjoyed bowling, playing Mahjong
and bridge, and long walks especially in Gimli and
Palm Springs. She was active in ORT, the Rosh Pina
sisterhood, and involved in the synagogue’s activi-
ties. For many years, she worked in the offices of the
Rosh Pina Synagogue and then the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue.

The past five years or so were very difficult for her
and she faced a myriad of health problems. She was
strong and courageous and learned how to use a
prosthetic after she lost a leg. Early in 2020, she
relocated to the Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre
Personal Care Home. Our family would like to thank
everyone at the Simkin, especially the staff on
Weinberg 3, for providing excellent care of her par-
ticularly over the past year during the pandemic.
Though we could not see her all of the time, we were
never concerned that she was not receiving the best
of care. We will all miss her a lot and cherish our
memories of her.

Funeral service and burial took place at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery on June 20, 2021, officiat-
ed by Rabbi Anibal Mass. Pallbearers were: Allan
Levine, Alexander Levine, Jeff Morrison, Geoff
Shaffer, Yale Shaffer and Evan Cantor.

Donations in Bernice’s memory may be made to
the Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre or a charity of
your choice.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
BAUM

who passed away
July 17, 2011

16 Days in Tammuz
—Ever  remembered  and
never  forgotten by your loving
children and grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE 23

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DAVID
HOFFMAN
who passed away

July 9, 2009
17 Days in Tammuz

welve/ years have passed
ut forever you will
emain in our hearts,

minds and dreams.
— Lovingly remembered, we
adly miss your music, humour
nd wit.
our wife Anne, children,
ister Lynn and Bruce.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IDA ZELL
who passed away

20th day Tammuz 5779
23 July 2019

—Always in our hearts, your
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE 30

18th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZIONA BELLAN
who passed away

July 23, 2003
23 Days in Tammuz

—Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, and friends.

In loving memory of

DORIS T.
MARGOLIS

who passed away
July 21, 1997

16 Days in Tammuz
Though you are greatly

missed, the memory of your
vibrant and loving presence

continues to guide and
inspire us.

— Remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
nieces, nephews, cousins, and
friends.

24th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BUTCH MATHEW
BERNARD

NEPON
who passed away
June 27th, 1998

13 Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Sid and Esther,
Adeena and Tom, Danny and
Anna, Ahava and Frank and
Jonathan and Marni, Leo
Jerry Nathan, Sophie and Lily.

In loving memory of

MORRIS
NUDLER

who passed away
July 2, 2004

13 Days in Tammuz
— Lovingly remembered
and always greatly missed by
his wife Pauline, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RACHELLE
(SHELLEY)

SHORE
who passed away

June 30, 2007
15th day in Tammuz

— Beloved wife, mom, babby,
sister and friend.
Your passion for life and your
compassion for people live on
in everyone you touched.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
52nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SARAH
SOMMER
who passed away

July 3, 1969
17th of Tamuz 5729

— Forever young and always
in the hearts of your family.

BEN STONE
who passed away

July 13, 2003
13 Days in Tammuz

In Memoriam

MARY STONE
who passed away
August 20, 2008
19 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GERSHON
SUCHAROV

who passed away
July 17, 2019

14 Days in Tammuz
— Forever remembered and
cherished by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
BRODSKY
who passed away

July 26, 1978
21 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by his
family.

30th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

DORIS
GRUSKO
who passed away

July 5, 1991
26 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEATRICE
KARP

loving wife and mother
who passed away

July 16, 2001
25 Days in Tammuz

— Always remembered and
sadly missed.

In Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SLATEON
NOAL MORRY

who passed away
July 12, 1993

23 Days in Tammuz
It is hard to believe that 28 years
have passed. Our hearts still
ache like it was yesterday.
We smile, and even laugh,
thinking of all the wonderful
memories we have of you. And
cry because there’s so much
more we want to share with you. 
Not a day goes by that we don’t
think of you. 
You were taken from us way
too soon.
— Always loved & forever
missed. Mom, Barry, Roxan,
Elia, Baba Gindin,  family &
friends.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MARION (MERIL)
MOZART
who passed away

July 3, 2002
23 Days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ESTHER
OFFMAN
who passed away

July 27, 2008
24 days in Tamuz

Wonderful memories
keep you forever near.
— Forever loved and
remembered by her son Jack,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JOE RISSIN
who passed away

June 30, 2013
22 days in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.



By  ANDREA GEARY 

Onions, potatoes, garlic, pumpkins, squash, beans, peas, carrots and
other vegetables were planted in mid-May on a nine-acre plot of
land next to the Assiniboine River in St. Francois Xavier, Man.

It marks the start of the third growing season at the Healing Farm Project.
The Healing Farm Project’s mandate is providing food security for Yazidi

newcomer families in Winnipeg, but it’s become much more. During the
past three years, members of about 54 government-sponsored and 11 pri-
vately sponsored Yazidi families have been given the opportunity to plant
and harvest vegetables and herbs as many did in their homeland of Iraq.
Parents are able to show their children how to cultivate food crops that can
be used in traditional recipes.

That’s how they did things at home,” Nafiya Naso, resettlement co-ordi-
nator with Winnipeg’s Jewish Child and Family Service, said. “This field
and farming is what they know; what they loved.”

The Jewish Federation oversees Operation Ezra, a program that has
helped Yazidi refugee families settle in Winnipeg since 2015.

Yazidis are one of the oldest religions and ethnic minorities in the world
and have been persecuted for more than 700 years. Beginning in 2014,
Yazidis living in Iraq’s Mosul region were targeted by State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL) with more than 5,000 people killed and 50,000 displaced.

A Jewish-led coalition of multi-
faith organizations in Winnipeg
founded Operation Ezra to
increase awareness of the Yazidis’
plight, which the United Nations
has declared a genocide, and to
raise money to bring Yazidi fami-
lies to the city. Some of the new-
comer families are headed by
women whose husbands have been
killed.

One of the faith groups involved
is Charleswood United Church.
Minister Michael Wilson describes
the Healing Farm Project as a
tremendous success, crediting
congregation member Bo Wohlers
with being instrumental in estab-
lishing the market garden.

Wohlers, co-owner of
Shelmerdine Garden Centre in
Headingley, Man., was using the

riverside land for a tree nursery until 2011 when a severe flood destroyed
nearly all his tree stock.

Wohlers said in 2018 he read an article about Yazidi families growing
potatoes needed for food on donated land near Portage la Prairie. Included
in the article was a wish made by Operation Ezra committee chair Michel
Aziz to find land closer to Winnipeg that could be used for a market gar-
den the next year. Wohlers and his wife, Gloria, decided to offer their for-
mer tree nursery as a garden location.

Since that time, the Healing Farm Project has become Wohlers’ passion.
He provides seedlings and nurtures them in his greenhouse space until they
can be planted in the garden, as well as ensures that there is working equip-
ment and proper irrigation at the garden site.

Local Hutterite colonies have also
donated seed potatoes and onions.
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Healing grows along with vegetables - 
Operation Ezra continues to help Yazidis establish themselves in Manitoba

sign outside a nice-acre plot of land
that was formerly a tree nursery
belonging to  Shelmerdine Garden
Centre and which is now used to
grow vegetables for the Yazidi

(Continued on opposite page.)
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Happy  
Canada Day 204.945.3709

pccaucus@leg.gov.mb.ca

Thirty-nine types of veg-
etables and herbs are
being planted this year.

The Yazidis provide most of the labour for
planting, weeding and harvesting.

In 2019, when COVID-19 wasn’t a factor,
families would travel about 40 kilometres
from Winnipeg to the Healing Farm Project
and bring food along for group meals.
Children would play together while their par-
ents worked and then everyone would share a
meal.

Wohlers said the pandemic has reduced the
number of people who can work together in
the garden, but Naso and other Operation Ezra
staff are efficient in organizing volunteers
when work is to be done. Now that the garden
is entering its third season, regular volunteers
are experienced.

“We’re kind of in a nice pattern. People can
organize themselves,” he said.

After growing more than enough produce to
feed the Yazidi families last year, the excess
was sold at farmers markets in the
Charleswood United Church and
Shelmerdine Garden Centre’s parking lots.
Wilson said revenue generated by these sales
is being reinvested in the seeds, seedlings and
equipment needed for this year’s crop. Any
produce that wasn’t sold was donated to
Winnipeg food banks.

“It (the Healing Garden Project) has
become more self-sustaining,” Wilson said,
adding that having the chance to gain this
type of business experience benefits Yazidi
youth.

This article first appeared in The Western Producer. 
Reprinted with permission.

Andrea Geary is a Winnipeg-based freelance reporter.

(Continued 
from page 12.)

Dawod Alkhaleel 

Salim Hasan

All photos courtesy of
CanadianYazidi Association

Canadian-Jewish politician Annamie Paul nar-
rowly survives Israel-fueled leadership challenge
By PHILISSA CRAMER

June 16, 2021 (JTA) — Annamie Paul, the head of
Canada’s Green Party, will keep her position after an
emergency meeting over tensions within the party
without the no-confidence vote that her critics had
demanded.

Instead, the party is demanding that Paul, who last
year became the first Black and Jewish leader of a
Canadian political party, disavow a former adviser
who accused Canadian politicians of antisemitism,
according to CBC News.

The meeting Tuesday night was spurred by a rift that
opened within the party during the recent conflict
between Israel and Hamas in Gaza. After Paul issued a statement calling
for both sides to cease violence, two party lawmakers said she had not gone
far enough to condemn Israel. A senior adviser, Noah Zatzman, criticized
that response and accused Canadian lawmakers, including in the Green
Party, of antisemitism.

Last week, the party voted not to renew Zatzman’s contract. Now Paul
must formally disavow his comments or face a potential no-confidence
vote in the future, the CBC is reporting.

The Green Party’s official platform supports a two-state solution and
calls on both Israelis and Palestinians to eschew violence against civilians
ando pursue peace talks. Paul — who told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
last year that she wanted the party to lead on racial justice, social services
and climate change — has not made Middle East policy a focus of her lead-
ership.

“There are differences of opinion that come up naturally within parties.
And certainly Israel and Palestine is one that has demonstrated the differ-
ences of opinion,” Paul told reporters last week before decrying a recent
surge in antisemitic incidents in Canada.

Meanwhile, one of the Green Party lawmakers who expressed solidarity
with the Palestinians has apologized for her comments after defecting to
the Liberal Party, whose Middle East platform is similar to the Greens.
Jenica Atwin had accused Israel of “apartheid,” a charge that party leaders
say they reject. She said she regretted her choice of words and condemned
antisemitism in a statement last week.

Annamie Paul
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Changing the rhetoric: What Canada can
learn from Jewish-Arab co-education

The current discourse on Israel-Palestine is
killing our ability to think. The pattern is a
depressingly familiar one. Tensions esca-

late. Hamas rockets rain down on Israel and
Israeli airstrikes pummel Gaza. While civilians
on both sides race for cover, pundits and com-
mentators race for Twitter. Social media quickly
fills with incitement, half-truths, and miscap-
tioned photographs (Instagram isn’t known for

printing retractions). Opinion pieces appear in their respective echo cham-
bers. Supposed ‘advocates’ cling to talking points like a drowning man to
a lifeline. Divides deepen, contributing to a rise of anti-Semitism and
Islamophobia in Canada but doing little to change the lives of everyday
Israelis and Palestinians. Eventually, a shaky ceasefire is declared, and the
media cycle churns relentlessly onwards. This pattern is creating a deep
sense of resentment that is compromising our ability to view Israelis and
Palestinians as human beings simultaneously. 

The media has an obligation to cover more than the flashpoints in the
region. There are radical calls for centrism between the river and the sea
that defy both incitement and talking points. Anyone calling themselves an
‘advocate’ for Israel or Palestine should devote narrative space outside of
their tired, rehearsed rhetoric to champion grassroots initiatives bringing
Arabs and Jews together. These programs may lack the sensational
imagery that has become the common currency of social media—but make
no mistake, they are sensational. 

Education in Israel is starkly divided. Jewish and Arab youth are taught
in separate educational systems. Some will graduate from a university or
college without ever having had a meaningful interaction with the coun-
try’s other major national group. This isolated approach is destroying the
abilities of Israelis and Palestinians to know each other. In the words of
Samah Salaimie, “Palestinians and Israelis are existing together. They’re
not living together.”

Salaimie is a social worker, feminist and mother who has been living in
Neve Shalom/ Wahat al-Salam— a joint Jewish Arab village—for over
twenty years. She’s the spokesperson for a non-profit that brings Arabs and
Jews together to learn. For her, the absence of such opportunities is “a
crime against the next generation.” Neve Shalom/ Wahat al-Salam’s ele-
mentary school is co-taught by Jewish and Arab educators who ensure stu-
dents are exposed to both peoples’ narratives. “You have to learn the his-
tory from different angles,” Salaimie says. She acknowledges that “this is
not easy, but I think we don’t have any alternative.” Parents in the sur-
rounding communities are beginning to agree with her;  over 85% of
attending students now commute from outside of the village.  

Anyone who has spends time on Facebook can attest that educating
adults can be a particularly uphill battle. Unintimidated, the village hosts
the School for Peace, a unique institution that promotes “humane, egalitar-
ian and just relations between Palestinians and Jews.” Their work has
expanded far beyond the village, educating over 65,000 students, teachers,
lawyers, planners, politicians, and journalists. They are working in geopo-
litical conditions that are beyond adverse. 

In September of 2020 the School of Peace was set ablaze - twice. Seven
classrooms were incinerated and the building will need to be completely
rebuilt. For the community—a hub of coexistence in the region—fierce
reactions against its founding values are nothing new. The village has been
previously attacked twice. Three days before our interview Jewish reli-
gious extremists entered the village and tried to force their way into a res-
ident’s home before being repelled. Salaimie is indefatigable, “We insist to
continue, and we know now that we have to continue.” She and her col-
leagues won’t be going forward alone. Following the arson, hundreds of
peace activists rallied to support the village. Donations to rebuild the
School for Peace have been coming in from around the globe. Fire can con-
sume books, but it can’t burn away ideas. 

For Salaimie the most overlooked detail of the village is how shareable
its lessons are. For her, the long quiet success is proof, “it’s doable and you
can duplicate the model.” The Canadian discourse on Israel and Palestine
has a lot to learn from Neve Shalom/ Wahat al-Salam. At present, ‘the con-
versation’ on this side of the Atlantic is little more than two parallel yelling
matches. Advocates for both parties would benefit deeply from embracing
a bi-national approach to history before propagating deeply divisive
meme-based commentaries. That is not to say bi-nationally informed con-
versations will always produce common ground. They won’t. Even in the
Oasis of Peace villagers, “argue a lot but we keep talking.” 

—-

The School for Peace is still raising funds to rebuild. Those interested in
lending support can visit: https://wasns.org/-direct-donations- All dona-
tions are appreciated. 

By

JAMIE MICHAELS

Comment/Looking back

Harold’s Bar Mitzvah
By RICKI SEGAL

Ed. note: The late Ricki Segal was once a semi-regular contributor to this
paper. Following is a story that was first published in 2010.

It is very apparent to all who are Jewish, and even some who are not, that
a boy’s bar mitzvah happens when he turns 13. Such was not the case with
my husband, Harold Segal.

He was born on April 26, 1931 in a small town called Earl Grey,
Saskatchewan. Harold was the middle child, having two older siblings and
two younger ones as well. When it came time for Harold’s bar mitzvah, it was
wartime and his parents could not afford the costs of this celebration. So
Harold did not have a bar mitzvah like other boys of the Jewish faith.

This would all change many decades later, as if it was beshert by the
Almighty.

In 2008, Harold and I moved to Winnipeg from Regina. This was the first
time that Harold had lived outside of Saskatchewan. Unfortunately, Harold
had health issues before the move and those intensified in February 2009
when he had a stroke. This was his second stroke, and it forced him to be hos-
pitalized. His case was discussed by a committee of caregivers at the hospi-
tal and we were told that Harold could no longer live at home.

Since our choice of where Harold would now live was the Sharon Home in
Winnipeg, we had to wait until there was a bed available for him there. In the
interim, he was sent to the Misericordia Hospital where he was cared for until
a bed became available at the Sharon Home. We were both pleased when,
after a few weeks in hospital, Harold was visited by Rabbi Charytan, the
Jewish chaplain. He was a wonderful visitor and both Harold and I looked
forward to his visits. On this particular day, Harold mentioned that he had
never had a bar mitzvah.

The rabbi told him that it was never too late, and plans began to take shape.
On a sunny day one week later, Rabbi Charytan arrived and announced that

we were going to have Harold’s bar mitzvah that afternoon.
Harold, who has always had a sense of humour, began to chuckle out loud.

When we asked him what was so funny, he pointed to the Christian cross on
the wall and said, “Here I am, having a bar mitzvah in a non-Jewish facility
with a cross staring me right in the face!”

Both the rabbi and I began to laugh as well at the keen insight that Harold
had into his own situation. That afternoon at two o’clock, the ceremony
began.

I looked at Harold during the ceremony to try to determine what he was
feeling. He was sitting in his wheelchair, wearing a red shirt, a black track suit
and a black yarmulke (skull cap). Despite being very frail in his wheelchair,
I could see that his eyes were bright and shining. He had a smile on his face
and looked at peace with the world.

Although there were only three of us at the bar mitzvah, the ceremony went
very well. The rabbi put the tefillin on Harold’s head – ritual straps tied on to
the head so that the person feels closer to God. Harold repeated the Hebrew
words that the rabbi had said. Despite his frail health, Harold’s voice was
strong as he repeated each word verbatim.

Afterwards, the rabbi took out a little bit of wine and a piece of delicious
cake that his daughter had baked, and the three of us had a little party to cel-
ebrate this momentous occasion.

So, there was my husband at the tender age of 78, having his bar mitzvah
in a Catholic hospital which was once run by nuns, in a room with a Christian
cross on the wall.

Miracles do happen in the strangest places.

Poll: Most American voters back banning
Israel from using U.S. funds to annex land or

detain Palestinian children
By RON KAMPEAS

June 18, 2021 (JTA) — A majority of U.S. voters endorsed restrictions
that would keep Israel from spending U.S. defense assistance to detain
Palestinian minors, destroy Palestinian buildings, or annex parts of the
West Bank, according to the results of a new poll conducted during the
most recent Israel-Gaza conflict.

The poll, conducted by Data for Progress, a progressive polling firm,
sought to capture public opinion on a question that is increasingly dividing
Democratic lawmakers: whether U.S. aid to Israel should be withheld if
Israel does not meet certain conditions. For many years, that opinion has
been considered off-limits for politicians, but that has shifted recently with
the rise of a progressive left in the Democratic Party.

Asked whether they would support or oppose a bill that “would stop
Israel from spending U.S. taxpayer dollars on: the military detention of
Palestinian children; the seizure or destruction of Palestinian property and
homes; or, support for Israel’s annexation of Palestinian territory,” 55% of
respondents said they would support it and 29% said they would oppose it,
according to the poll.

Democrats were far more inclined to restrict the aid. Broken down by
party, 72% of Democrats, 57% of Independents, and 36% of Republicans
supported the bill.

The poll was conducted through a web panel from May 12-25, a period
roughly consistent with the most recent flareup of violence between Israel
and Hamas in Gaza. The survey reached 2,100 likely voters and has a mar-
gin of error of 2 percentage points.
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Zev Faintuch: Winnipeg’s only
certified global intelligence analyst

By MYRON LOVE

Like many people, Zev Faintuch
has hit a Covid detour in his
career path.  The native

Winnipegger and former Israel
Defense Forces soldier returned home
in 2019 after a year-long  internship in
Washington D.C. with an internation-
al security firm called Global
Guardian. The plan was that he would
be in Winnipeg just until he could get
his green card to work for the compa-
ny full time in Washington.

Then Covid hit.
Eighteen months later, he is still

here waiting for normal life to resume.
Faintuch, however, has not been sit-

ting idle during this time.  He contin-
ues to do what he was doing for Global
Guardian on a contract basis, providing
risk assessment for clients around the world.

Over the past six months, he reports, he provided a risk assessment for an
energy conglomerate looking into investing in a solar project in the war-torn
northern African country of Chad.  He also provided a client with a macroeco-
nomic overview of Lebanon.   He has also written reports on Iran, Myanmar
after the coup, rising crime rates in the United States, Russia’s military build-
up in eastern Ukraine and, most recently, the reported nuclear leak in China. 

“I have also been spending a lot of my time for clients working around Covid
travel restrictions,” he says.

Faintuch, who is just in his late 20s, has already led a more adventurous life
than most people his age.  The son of Shelley Faintuch (the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg’s former Community Relations Director) was imbued with a
strong sense of Zionism from a young age. As a Gray Academy student, he par-
ticipated in the March of the Living (which takes high school students first to
the Auschwitz extermination camp in Poland, then to Israel) and the Gray
Academy’s P2G program (which involves exchange programs between Gray
Academy students and teachers and their counterparts at Danciger Regional
High school in Kiryat Shemona in northern Israel).

After graduating from high school, he volunteered to serve in the IDF and
enlisted for 18 months, in 2011-2012. He was a member of Nahal brigade,
serving in an infantry battalion. Throughout that time, he was stationed in
southern Israel near Sderot, which is just across the border from Hamas-ruled
Gaza.

“Fortunately, it was a quiet time,” he recalled during a presentation four
years ago for the Winnipeg Friends of Israel. “I didn’t participate in any seri-
ous military operations during that period.”

After his time in the IDF, he enrolled in John Hopkins University in
Georgetown (a suburb of Washington, D.C.) in the university’s Advanced
International Studies program.  The program allowed him to spend a year in
Bologna, Italy, at John Hopkins’ satellite campus there.  He graduated with a
Master’s Degree in Art and Global Risk.

“We had an option as part of our program of writing a thesis or doing an
internship,” he says. “I opted for an internship with Global Guardian.”

Global Guardian, he explains, provides both corporate and family clients
with an integrated suite of security, medical, and emergency response solu-
tions. “Some of our big clients are Fortune 500 companies that you’ve proba-
bly heard of,” he notes.

“My experience as a former IDF soldier was certainly a factor in getting my
internship,” he says.  “Most employees of international security firms are ex-
military or former law enforcement.”

Faintuch says that he loved living in D.C.  “There is no place in the world
where there are more well-educated and ambitious people in my demograph-
ic,” he observes.  “You go out to any restaurant or bar and you run into so many
interesting people.  There are also so many interesting events and think tank
panels and most of them are free.

“The only place that I like more is Tel Aviv.” Now, it’s not that Faintuch is
unhappy being back in Winnipeg.  “It’s been great being able to spend this time
with my mother,” he says.  “I was especially appreciative that I was on hand
in the early months of this pandemic to help keep her safe.”

Faintuch spends his days – as one would expect – doing research online into
the state of the world.  “There is a lot of noise out there, sensationalized report-
ing and fake news,” he notes. “It takes someone with expertise to separate the
truth from the fiction.”

I asked the international intelligence analyst what he expects from the new
Israeli government. He responds that he is taking a “wait and see” approach.
Passing the first budget since 2018 will be very important, he observes.

He suggests that perhaps the Bennett government will bring in reforms to do
with civil marriage and other issues of religion and state but it will have to
tread carefully so as not to alienate its religious constituents.

And, while Faintuch is eager to get back to Washington, he adds that he is
also thinking about eventually making aliyah. “Israel remains in my heart and
my mind,” he says.  “That is where I would want to raise a family.”

ZEV FAINUTCH
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Daniel Levin - author of international best seller “Proof of Life”, the
sensational true story of the hunt for a young man gone missing in Syria in 2012
By BERNIE BELLAN

Acouple of months back I had the opportunity to read
and review an advance copy of a terrific new book
titled “Proof of Life”, by Daniel Levin.

In it Levin tells the true story of a task he was given to try
and find out what happened to a young man who disap-
peared in Syria during the early stages of what turned out to
be a protracted struggle between the regime of Bashar Assad
and the many different groups that emerged determined to
fight him.

By now we know how incredibly vicious that fighting
became – with all sides committing atrocities that shocked
much of the world. Yet, despite the tremendous dangers he
knew he would face in accepting his assignment, Levin was
able to navigate some of the murkiest corners of the Middle
East in pursuit of his goal.

Levin’s book was so completely riveting – and disturbing
in many aspects, that when I was offered the opportunity to
interview Levin himself, I immediately accepted.  It took
some time, however, to find a time where Daniel Levin
could sit down and talk with me over the phone – about his
life and his endlessly fascinating career which has involved
his working in some of the world’s most dangerous areas.

Finally, on June 4, Levin was available – for what I originally thought
was only going to be about 20 minutes, but when he told me that he actu-
ally had 45 minutes to spare, I took advantage to delve as much as I could
into how he came to be doing what he does. I spoke with Levin, who was
in his home somewhere in New York.

Levin’s early years took him all over the world
I had thought that what might follow would be a give and take, but in

reality Levin operates in such a different world that would be so unfamil-
iar to most of us that he spent a good deal of his time explaining just what
it is that he does. I began by saying to him: “Your background was as sort
of as a negotiator - you were working to develop modes of democracy in
states that had authoritarian-led governments. Is that correct?”

Rather than answer that question in a brief manner, however, Levin
entered into a long and fairly complex explanation of what he does and
how he ended up in the world of hostage negotiation, which is a byproduct
of his primary work.

He began by informing me that he had read my review of his book,
which, he said, was quite good, except that I had made one mistake. I had
written that Levin was a “Swiss-born Jew”.

“I was actually Israeli-born,” he clarified – “in 1963. My father was an
early founder generation – served in the Palmach, ended up going into pol-
itics, was close to Ben Gurion, became a diplomat, and in the mid-60s he
was posted to Kenya – where my sister was born.

“We were there during the Six-Day War and after he returned – in 1969,
his views diverged from those of his colleagues in the Labor Party. He
favoured a negotiation with the Palestinians immediately – despite the
Khartoum Resolution (which became famous for the “three nos: no peace
with Israel, no recognition of Israel, no negotiations with Israel”), had a big
clash with most of them, and decided to leave for a few years. And because
my mother was from the Italian part of Switzerland, we moved to
Switzerland in 1970. That’s how the Swiss angle started.

“We lived there for most of my school years – elementary and high
school. After high school I came to the US, where I went to Yeshiva, also
studied martial arts. I went back to Switzerland, went to law school, moved
back to Israel in 1988, both to do my military service, also because I was
working on my doctorate in law and my thesis was about clashes between
religious and secular legal systems.

“I came to the States in 1992 – I’m basically anchored here since.

“The reason that I’m telling you all this is that my most of my work as a
lawyer involved conflicts between different legal, religious, and political
systems and how they can be reconciled.

“As an example, if you have a Jewish divorce that a secular judge has to
evaluate for compliance with secular constitutional norms – does he just go
into his American law – or his Swiss law or his French law, or does he look
at the Jewish law and see whether it might provide suitable alternate solu-
tions that would be more compliant with his secular law principles?

“That was my initial background and when I came to the States in the
early 90s I did a post doctorate at Columbia, then ended up working in a
large law firm, and most of our work was in developing countries, trying to
develop their new financial markets and judicial systems. I did that for a
few years until I decided I wasn’t interested in doing just the transactional
part and I started my own law firm with some partners with the idea of ini-
tially helping countries – in Africa, South America, in the Middle East, help
them emerge from poverty and high debt levels, and try to develop new

political and economic
structures.

“That was in the 90s. We developed essentially a development platform
– at its core a non-World Bank approach. We didn’t just fly in experts and
tell them what to do, but rather we developed a kind of knowledge platform
– like a library, and we would provide that platform as a tool to local tal-
ent, to young professionals on the ground, and we would work with them
to develop their own solutions.

Contacted by the Prince of Liechtenstein to help start a foundation
“That was the origin of our work and, around 2006 I was contacted by a

head of state – a monarch in Europe, the Prince of Liechtenstein, who said
‘I really like your approach to development. What I’d like to do is start a
not-for-profit foundation and you’ll use your methodology as a way to
work in failed states, conflict zones, war torn areas, to help rebuild them by
helping with the next generation of leaders to develop solutions that might
work – so that, for example, if you go to a country like Yemen, which has
been shattered by civil war and by tribalism – 187 tribes, can we figure out
different political systems, different constitutional systems – rotation gov-
ernments for example – not what you have in Israel right now, but rotations
among tribes, and can those solutions work?’ ”

Levin continued: “We develop platform tools for training of next-gener-
ation leaders. We work with partners in the different regions. For Yemen,
for example, we’re working with a partnership in Abu Dhabi. In Libya
we’re working with a very high quality individual to develop a think tank
outside of Libya, where we’re training young Libyans to take future lead-
ership positions in the country.

“It’s not as if we’re coming into countries and telling people what their
countries should look like. Our goal is to use our knowledge platform and
our tools to help teams on the ground to develop their country based on
their own preferences and traditions, but with the benefit of best practices
from other countries and regions.”

Levin went on to describe the often painfully slow steps required in try-
ing to develop democratic institutions within countries that have not had
any sort of tradition of democracy. He said that his foundation tries to find
young, uncorrupted individuals – not the sons and daughters of ruling
elites, he emphasized - and teach them about such things as constitutions
and a judicial system that will remain uncorrupted.

I wondered whether it was even possible to find – and train, young indi-
viduals, inside the countries themselves where Levin’s foundation might be
attempting to develop basic democratic norms.

He admitted that, in many cases, it involves having to take individuals
outside of their countries for training. “But,” he cautioned, “there is no way
to replace the presence in the country itself. There is no way, for example,
to avoid having to go to Syria in those early years and interact with people
there.”

Levin added though, that the goal, “at some point, is to take the core team
that you’re working with out of the country – and take them for further
training, in the Syrian case – to Lebanon, because it’s just not safe for your
own staff and for the individuals who you’re wanting to train to leave them
there.”

As much as one may harbour notions of glamorous international diplo-
macy – jetting into world hot spots – such as how American diplomat
Richard Holbrooke was famous for doing, Levin said, he wanted to make
sure to dispel any idea that
what he and his small team

DANIEL LEVIN

(Continued on page 17. See “Levin”.)

Syria - 2015: By that time Levin had ceased
working in Syria, although he had been try-
ing to mediate between the Assad regime and
various anti-regime factions beginning in
2011.
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do is anything
except very hard
work – often

leading to total disappointment.
With that in mind, Levin launched into a more

detailed explanation how he became involved in
what was, at the time, a civil war in Syria between
the Assad regime and a large number of factions
opposed to that regime. 

“That became the beginning of my work and,
since the Arab Spring (which began in 2011),
we’ve been so heavily involved in war zones – in
Syria, for example, which is the basis of the book,
that we were involved not just in developing these
solutions, but in mediating between the war sides.
This was early in the war – when it wasn’t clear
how the war was going to end or that the regime
would end up with the upper hand following the
Russian intervention in 2015.

How Levin became a 
hostage negotiator in Syria

“It was in that context that I was approached by
various families (including of the young man who
went missing in Syria), who said: ‘You’re active in
Syria, you’re active in Libya, can you help us find
our missing son, our missing husband? That was
the entry into the world of hostage negotiations.”

At that point I said to Levin that I was glad he
provided context for how he ended up involved in
trying to find out what happened to one young man
in particular in Syria. I said to him that anyone who
would read “Proof of Life” would find themselves
plunged right into the harrowing tale of Levin
being immersed in a very dangerous pursuit of
information – without knowing all that much about
Levin himself. In fact, I said to him, if he hadn’t
made clear at the outset of the book that what the
reader was about to read was all true, I’m sure that
a great many readers would think that it’s a work of
fiction.

I said to Levin that “the next question that would
probably come to mind to any Jewish reader, for
sure, and probably almost anyone for that matter, is
how does a Jew – and you didn’t pretend to be any-
thing other, gain entrée into all these countries
where one would think a Jew – never mind an
Israeli, would not exactly be received with open
arms. Was it a problem at all?”

Never hid the fact he was a Jews - although he
didn’t advertise his being Israeli-born

Levin responded: “There are a number of ele-
ments to that. First of all I never have hidden the
fact that I’m Jewish; I did not advertise the fact that
I’m Israeli. I have multiple citizenships, but I am
Israeli-born. Israeli was my first one (citizenship)
and the one I’m most attached to. I view myself as
Israeli; I served in the army there, my father served
in the army there; I was in combat multiple times. I
didn’t advertise that and that is why I am very care-
ful how I describe myself in the book.

“I do show how I recorded and documented
everything in the book, but I didn’t want the book
to be too much about myself. I am the protagonist
in this, but I really wanted to tell the story of this
war economy (in Syria) and some of its victims
(some girls who were forced into prostitution in
Dubai became subjects of Levin’s interest during
the course of his investigation).

“As to my own background and my ‘Israeliness’,
it shines through – and some of the things that I did
in the army were tools that I needed to navigate
these 20 days (Levin spent in pursuit of his goal)
and some other scenarios.”

I asked Levin this: “The way you were able to
capture the dialogue (of the various characters who
are introduced through the course of the book) –
you weren’t carrying recording devices on you,
were you? By the way, tell me if there’s anything
you don’t want me to disclose.” (After all, I
thought, wouldn’t it be detrimental to Levin’s
future work in the Middle East if individuals with
whom he might need to be in contact were aware

that he might be revealing information about
them the way he did in “Proof of Life”?)

Levin answered: “I never hide my
Israeliness; I just don’t advertise it. If someone
asked me I wouldn’t lie about it. Anything I’m
telling you now – unless I say something is off
the record, you can go ahead and write about.”

As for how Levin recorded actual conversa-
tions (which are often quoted verbatim in the
book – and some of them are extremely fright-
ening as he is able to get certain characters to
open up about some terrifying incidents in
which they have been involved, including
murder) - “The way I recorded (conversa-
tions),” Levin explained, “was primarily with
my phone. I created a short cut to my home
screen. I didn’t have to open my phone; I just
had to tap a button and start recording, and I
had a separate recording device.

“Whenever I was able to record a conversa-
tion, I did that. There were several situations
in which I was unable to do that – especially
the night in Beirut where I had to surrender all
my electronic devices. In those cases, I would
take notes whenever I could and I’m careful in
the book to indicate when I’m writing down
from memory, also when the memory of others
was different from the way I remembered
moments, so that I try to be as honest as I can.

Levin said he “wanted to add (in response to
my question how Levin was able to navigate
some of the murkiest areas of the world in the
Middle East) that I had lived in Africa as a kid,
and one of the languages I learned was Swahili
– and Swahili has a very strong Arabic base. It
later helped me when I learned Arabic, much,
much later in my professional career. So, part
of the answer to your question is I was able to
blend in, rather than stand out as Jewish or
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Levin
(Continued from page 16.)

A man believed to be Peter Theo Curtis, a
U.S. citizen held hostage by an al-Qaida
linked group in Syria, delivers a statement
in 2014. The U.S. government later con-
firmed that Curtis, who had been held
hostage for about two years, had been
released. No details were given as to how
Curtis’s release was obtained.

(Continued on page 18. See “Levin”.)
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Israeli.”

I wanted to
switch tacks

from talking about “Proof of Life” to Levin’s expe-
rience as a negotiator in other venues. “Have you
been asked by various governments to get
involved in behind the scenes negotiations at other
times?” I wondered.

“Yes – there are two angles to this. Usually – in
the case of hostages, I get approached by families
and then I coordinate with governments if it’s rel-
evant – with the intelligence community or diplo-
mats, but generally I get approached by families
because they’re not getting anywhere with their
home governments.

“With respect to mediation between the sides in
the Middle East  (and it’s usually the Middle East
where Levin gets involved, he noted) it’s on our
foundation’s platform either to mediate a conflict or
to provide what I call a ‘Track 3 diplomacy’ chan-
nel, which is a very informal  - with full plausible
deniability, communication channel, so that the sides that might not other-
wise be talking – and there are several of those in the Middle East, as you
can imagine, have a way to communicate – not so much to sign some sort
of peace agreement – that’s an illusion, but just, for example, to prevent
unintended escalations.

“Very often Israel is one side of this equation – and an action gets misin-
terpreted as an intended act of aggression, and there’s a real need to have
indirect conversation and make sure that it doesn’t trigger consequences.
It’s something that I get very involved in as part of my daily work.”

I asked: “Given that, is there anything you’d like to say about the recent
war between Israel and Hamas? If you had been involved, was there some
sort of expertise that you might have been able to offer that could have pre-
vented that war?”

“The short answer to your question,” Levin offered, “is no.
“I’ve been involved in escalations both between Israel and Palestinians

and countries surrounding Israel. The issue in all the clashes between Israel
and Hamas – as well as Israel in Lebanon, is: ‘Are you trying to mediate
this for the sake of finding a solution or are you trying simply to mitigate
the suffering or are you merely going through the motions based on your
own particular identity – even if you look at the recent clash and, even if
you try to avoid the particular tribal or political affiliation – Jewish, not
Jewish, conservative, progressive – those types of discussions tend to be
tedious and unproductive, because once people have identified who they
are, their positions tend to flow from there without much flexibility or room
for negotiation.

“My job is different because, in the case of Israel and Hamas, these types
of escalations have clear political benefits for very specific individuals or
parties. If you take the recent one, it’s very clear that Netanyahu’s political
fortunes had reached an end…and obviously with this most recent case, it
started with a very clear provocation by right wing Israeli groups in Sheikh
Jarrah. If you want to start into a discussion about who’s been in the Middle
East longer – 3,000 years, 5,000 years – I’m not interested in that.

“What I’m interested in is that people are suffering in the region and you
have to make a decision whether you’re working toward a political solution
or not. This particular escalation benefited Netanyahu – at least very tem-
porarily, and it benefited Hamas. Hamas itself was starting to lose control
over the street in Gaza. I’ve been to Gaza many times and Gaza today is
not Gaza of 20 years ago – before Israel pulled out – in 2005. It’s also not
Gaza of ten years ago.

Youth in Gaza feel oppressed by Hamas
“In Gaza today you have a youth fighting battles that were born after

those conflicts of 20-25 years ago and they don’t feel the same allegiance
to Hamas; they feel oppressed by Hamas. Hamas is starting to lose some of
its authority and needs to resort to more and more oppression to stay in
power. They had an interest in this escalation because they can present
themselves as the protector of Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem and respond-
ing to the provocation of Israeli policemen and soldiers with boots in the
mosque. Those kinds of games and provocations have been going on for
decades. There’s really nothing for me to do because no one is really try-
ing to find a solution, through mediation or by other means – yes, there’s
mediation for a cease-fire, but you’re never getting at the root of the con-
flict. I want to get involved when there’s a genuine desire to go beyond just
repeating the same mistakes.”

I wanted to return to Levin’s experience in Syria, which, after all, led him
to write “Proof of Life”. I asked him whether his involvement in mediating
between various sides – both pro-regime and anti-regime, would also have
led him to get involved with “Islamist groups” as well?

He answered: “No, not at the time. If you look at the timeline of the war
in Syria, you have the uprising starting in 2011 – and it’s really starting
over an increase in bread and food prices. And, instead of responding intel-
ligently, they (the Assad regime) responded brutally – like many countries

in the Arab Spring they started to slaughter chil-
dren – 15-year-old boys spraying on a wall ‘We
want cheaper food’ would be beaten to death in a
police van, and that triggered huge uprisings and
an insurgency started in September 2011.

“My involvement was primarily in 2012-13 in a
mediating capacity. It was when the UN was trying
to negotiate a cease-fire. It was before the rise of
the Islamists in 2014, which also led to those grue-
some executions of American and other Western
hostages. It was also before the Russian interven-
tion in September 2015, which completely tipped
the war in favour of the regime.”

Levin also reminded me that there were no
Islamist insurgents in 2011 in Syria, although
Assad did release thousands of Islamists from
prison at the very beginning of the insurgency –
exactly the same way Saddam Hussein did during
the American invasion of Iraq – and those released
prisoners became the core of ISIS.

“At the point that we were involved, it was to see
if we could deescalate the violence; the regime was not gaining the upper
hand, the opposition was organized under the Free Syrian Army, and there
were – within each camp, really genuine requests to see if there was a way
that we could end this slaughter.

“When the whole thing collapsed – in 2014 and 15, we aborted our pro-
ject there and stopped any form of mediation because the regime was no
longer interested in a peaceful, negotiated solution. But I still remained
involved in several matters in Syria, including the searches for missing per-
sons and hostages.”

Levin’s current focus is on Libya and Yemen
I asked: “You say you’ve been involved in countries in Africa and the

Middle East that could be described either as failed states or states attempt-
ing to emerge from authoritarian rule. Are there any other countries in
which you’ve been involved?”

Levin said: “Yes, certainly in a development capacity, in Central
America, Southeast Asia – Malaysia, Indonesia, but in terms of real con-
flict negotiation in the sense that I’ve been describing (during this conver-
sation), it’s been primarily in north Africa, the Middle East, and the Gulf –
from Yemen to Libya, even some aspects of the Iran conflict.”

“Libya and Yemen?” I said. “Those can best be described as failed states
run by gangs and warlords. Is there anything you can offer as a ray of hope
for the futures of those two countries?”

“Yes, I think so,” Levin replied. “Our foundation is actively involved in
both those countries. In Libya, there is some hope – not so much because
of the current temporary prime minister – (whose name is Dbeibeh), but
rather because there is a weakening of the warlords, particularly the war-
lord in the east of the country, whose name is Khalifa Haftar, who is sup-
ported primarily by Egypt and the United Arab Emirates, and Russia. There
is some form of reconciliation there, also encouraged and supported by
European countries which finally recognized that the only way to stem the
flow of African refugees coming to Europe through Libya was to have
some form of stability in Libya.

“Yemen,” Levin observed, “is a very tribal society – some 187 different
tribes – very fragmented, fragmented religiously between Sunni and Shia –
fragmented between south and north. Yemen has been in a tenuous state
since the 50s and every outside party that has tried to get involved in
Yemen has failed. It’s sort of the Arab Vietnam. It’s a very complicated
place to try to turn into a functioning state.

“There are very legitimate questions – and we’re working with groups,
trying to figure out whether Yemen should be one nation or should it be a
confederation of states or even tribes?  Yemen was also a terrible mistake
by the Saudi Crown Prince who thought he could prove his manhood with
a quick win in Yemen and didn’t realize he would face the same fate as
Nasser did 65-70 years ago (when Egypt’s then President Nasser also inter-
vened in Yemen).

“So, Yemen is in far worse shape than Libya, I would say in answer to
your question.”

As much as reading “Proof of Life” led me to want to find out quite a bit
more about Daniel Levin, talking to him about the book and his career led
me to ask him whether there might be more books in the works.

He said that in September a book called “Milena’s Promises” will be
released in German (“Milenas Versprechen”). “It’s a crime story, a dialogue
between an Israeli woman and a young man in the U.S. in the form of an
email exchange. It’s all about the question of God’s existence and omnipo-
tence, the suffering of innocent people, and the meaning of being a “cho-
sen” people.”

“Proof of Life”, which was released on May 18th, has garnered a myriad
of sensational reviews – including my own. As a result, I can hardly wait
to read “Milena’s Promises” once it comes out in English.

Levin
(Continued from page 16.)

Levin is currently working to try to create
democratic institutions that might work in
Yemen, where 187 different tribes are often
fighting with one another. “It’s a very com-
plicated place to try to turn into a func-
tioning state,” he says.



By GIL TROY
June 16, 2021 (JTA) — The COVID-19 epidemic proves you cannot just

treat a plague’s symptoms – you must root it out. Yet as incidents of Jew-
bullying in the U.S. more than doubled in May compared to the same time
period in 2020, too many American Jews complained about the symptoms
while obscuring the cause. In a polarized polity, too many in the over-
whelmingly liberal American Jewish community either ignore or cover up
left-wing complicity in the New Antisemitism, meaning anti-Zionist Jew-
hatred.

Call it Zio-washing: bleaching the anti-Zionism out of modern anti-
semitism.

Consider the Jewish Theological Seminary’s “Statement on Antisemitic
Crimes” condemning this “spate of brutal acts,” issued during last month’s
military conflict between Israel and Hamas. The JTS lamented this “latest
manifestation” of the “centuries-long phenomenon” of Jew-hatred. And it
claimed that “What is happening to Jews in North America shares much
with other hate crimes perpetrated in our society.”

But something’s missing: The statement ignored Israel, Zionism and the
New Antisemitism.

The antisemitic attacks and rhetoric during the latest conflict were large-
ly fueled by the anti-Zionist left’s sweeping denunciations of Israel and
Zionism. Wrapping their cause in Black Lives Matters rhetoric and right-
eousness, pro-Palestinian and pro-Islamist goons have committed many of
the most recent anti-Jewish street crimes.

Claiming that the Jew-bashing “shares much with other hate crimes per-
petrated in our society,” the JTS statement masks this far-left anti-Zionist
hooliganism with a phrase that usually points to haters on the right.

President Joe Biden’s May 28 statement also Zio-washed. He condemned
this mysterious, coming-from-nowhere Jew-hating surge “in the last
weeks.” Biden mentioned six incidents, from “a brick thrown through the
window of a Jewish-owned business in Manhattan” to “families threatened
outside a restaurant in Los Angeles,” without mentioning Israel, Zionism or
pro-Palestinian thuggery.

Not naming the distinctly left-wing roots of this hatred suggests that
those doing the condemning do not want to alienate supposed allies.

Liberals were much more eager to name antisemitism’s perpetrators
when they emerged from the Trumpian right or from the white suprema-
cists that attached themselves to his agenda. Similarly, conservatives only
see antisemitism when it comes out of the campus or anti-Israel left — to
the delight of Jew-haters everywhere. Yes, antisemitism is “the latest man-
ifestation of a centuries-long phenomenon of hatred and violence against
Jews,” as JTS put it. But the “longest hatred” is also the most plastic hatred
– pliable, artificial and occasionally lethal. No one should fall for the
haters’ false rationales – or supposed other virtues. We need zero tolerance
for all Jew-hatred and all bigotry.

Offering clarity, the Anti-Defamation League declared: “Since the start of
the May conflict between Israel and Hamas, there have been numerous

antisemitic incidents around the world related to the conflict. The perpetra-
tors of these attacks deliberately targeted Jewish institutions in order to
express their anger towards Israel. Whenever anti-Israel actions target”
Jewish institutions “or individual Jews – in other words, holding Jews col-
lectively responsible for Israel’s actions – ADL considers such incidents as
antisemitic.”

The ADL activists – non-academics — offered context and causation:
These attacks didn’t pop up spontaneously. ADL connected the dots, not-
ing that these thugs target Jews to bash the Jewish state. And they taught
something others overlooked: that beating on Jews because you object to
Israeli policy or Israel is antisemitic.

Still, the ADL’s description turned too cautious by not directly con-
fronting the false, facile analogies comparing America’s complex racial
dynamics with Israelis’ complex national dynamics with regard to
Palestinians, Israeli Arabs and Bedouins.

Our Canadian cousins got it right. On June 3, the Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs defined “antisemitism, especially in its modern guise of
anti-Zionism,” as anti-Jewish violence compounded by “some of our soci-
ety’s most esteemed institutions – universities, school boards, political par-
ties, unions, the media – ignoring Jew-hatred, and in so doing providing
cover for it.”

The bold statement detailed five ways that anti-Zionists are not “just”
criticizing Israel but committing Jew-hatred, including “When in the name
of criticizing Israel, anti-Zionists pelt Canadians with stones, that is anti-
semitism.”

While buoying anti-Semites, Zio-washing explains how an increasingly
loud minority of rabbis and Jewish studies professors feel comfortable
bashing Israel and repudiating Zionism. Empty institutional statements
suggest that many American Jewish leaders fear embracing Israel and
Zionism too ardently.

Fortunately, Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt and others formed the Zionist
Rabbinic Coalition to represent most American Jews: proudly pro-Israel
and pro-peoplehood. Still, when I grew up, Zionist rabbis didn’t need the
adjective – we just called them rabbis.

Sun Tzu taught: “If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need
not fear the result of a hundred battles.” But “If you know neither the
enemy nor yourself, you will succumb in every battle.”

Comfortable in their Jewish skins, these rabbis, like most Israelis, are
ready to confront the antisemites. Only with such confidence – and true
allies ready to diagnose the problem clearly and fight the problem system-
atically – will we be able to contain this growing, and all too often per-
fumed, Jew-hatred.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.
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Canadian/US news

When it comes to anti-Israel attacks on Jews, it’s time to name the enemy 

Liberals to convene national summit on antisemitism - at same time as
they welcome Green Party defector who strongly criticized Israel

With reports from CJN and other news sources
Proving that it’s possible to suck and blow at the same time, the Liberal

government in Ottawa announced on Friday, June 11 that it will be con-
vening a special summit on anti-Semitism, to be led by Irwin Cotler,
Canada’s Special Envoy for Preserving Holocaust Remembrance and
Combatting Antisemitism.

One day earlier the Liberal Party welcomed into its ranks Jenica Atwin,
formerly the Green Party Member of Parliament for Fredericton. Atwin had
been embroiled in a dispute with Green Party leader Annamie Paul over
Paul’s position on the Israel-Gaza conflict. (See story on page 13 for more
about Annamie Paul’s problems within her party.)

Atwin had described Paul’s position, in which Paul called for de-escala-
tion and a return to dialogue as “totally inadequate.”

Atwin had tweeted on May 11: “I stand with Palestine and condemn the
unthinkable airstrikes in Gaza. End Apartheid!”

A Liberal spokesperson claimed, however, that Atwin had initiated dis-
cussions on her coming over to the Liberals well before the latest war
between Hamas and Israel.

Turning to the proposed summit on anti-Semitism, that summit will
match a similar summit on Islamophobia. The government is also working
with Indigenous, Black, Asian and LGBTQ2 communities on plans to
attack discrimination against their communities.

In May, leaders of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, Friends of
Simon Wiesenthal Centre Canada and B’nai Brith Canada reiterated their
call for a national strategy against anti-Semitism.

A detailed plan for the summit is still being developed, but Cotler said the
prime minister, ministers of Justice, Public Security and Foreign Affairs,
provincial and municipal leaders as well as “the full spectrum of Jewish
leadership” must attend to ensure the development of a coherent national
strategy.

He added space should also be made at the table for student leaders
“because they are the targets of anti-Semitism and we should hear their
voices.”

The elements of that plan already have broad support in the Jewish com-
munity. Cotler outlined such a program in 2015, saying it must stress the
importance of Holocaust remembrance, push for the adoption of the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance working definition of anti-
Semitism, encourage other countries to appoint special anti-Semitism
envoys, engage members of parliament in the struggle, encourage other
countries to develop national action plans, get concrete pledges from states
to take action, learn the best practices of other countries with long histories
of battling anti-Semitism and find the best legislation for the work.

The plan must also stress the danger of allowing anti-Semitism to work
its way into the mainstream of society.

Another version advocated by CIJA also stressed the need for mandatory
education on hatred and Jewish history to help Canadians understand the
truth of the ongoing Israel-Palestinian conflict. Enhanced community secu-
rity programs are also required as well as a national campaign on social
media literacy.

Cotler said the IHRA working definition, which was developed over 15
years with a solid grounding in human rights and equality law, will be an
important tool in any national plan.

“IHRA is the gold standard for defining and combatting anti-Semitism,”
he said.

The IHRA definition has sparked opposition on some fronts from groups
that claim its accompanying examples equate anti-Semitism with criticism
of Israel. That’s an idea Cotler rejects out of hand.

“To make that claim is to turn the definition on its head,” he said. “It is
intended to protect the speech not only of Jewish students, but also of crit-
ics of Israel.”



By SIMI HORWITZ
June 9, 2021 (JTA) — Shira Haas, the Israeli

actress who vaulted into superstardom with her
roles in the TV series “Shtisel” and
“Unorthodox,” has a track record of playing mul-
tifaceted characters. Nonetheless, she faced
unprecedented challenges when making the new
film “Asia,” which dominated last year’s Ophir
Awards (the Israeli equivalent to the Oscars) and
is seeing a U.S. release this week.

In the starkly photographed, minimalist film,
Haas plays Vika, a tough yet sensitive kid strug-
gling from a degenerative neurological disease.
She lives with her single mother, Asia (Alena
Yiv), a free spirit, and the two women are forced
to come to terms with Vika’s accelerating condition.

For Haas, who was diagnosed with kidney cancer at age 2 and saw her growth stunted as a result
of her chemotherapy treatments, the role presented a unique challenge.

“First, I had to deal with Vika’s physical condition, which changes from scene to scene, and it had
to be very specific — from the way Vika holds a cup to the way she walks,” Haas told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency over the phone from her home in Tel Aviv. “Though it is never spelled out in
the movie, she has ALS [Lou Gehrig’s disease]. We consulted with a doctor throughout.”

Writer-director Ruthy Pribar based the story on the prolonged death of her own sister 14 years ago,
having recalled her mother’s relentless, selfless devotion over that period.
Pribar, who wrote the script during her own pregnancy, said she often won-
dered if she could measure up to her own mother when she became one.

She’s not convinced women are born to be mothers.
“Being a mother is a daily process,” Pribar, who put the production on

hold until after she gave birth, said during a phone interview from Tel Aviv.
“I have good days, but also bad days when I think who gave me the right
to be a mother?”

It’s a question few other filmmaking teams are quite as equipped to deal
with. “Asia” is unusual for featuring a strong female presence both behind
and in front of the camera: In addition to the writer-director, the cine-
matographer and editor are women, too. Among the nine Ophirs awarded
to the film, eight went to women, including for best picture, best actress
(Yiv) and best supporting actress (Haas).

Throughout much of the film, set in a bleak, working-class Jerusalem
neighborhood, the Russia-born Asia speaks to Vika in Russian, while Haas
responds in Hebrew. Haas translated Asia’s Russian lines into Hebrew and
memorized them in order to respond spontaneously in Hebrew when Asia
talks to her.

Breaking down Vika’s complex emotional journey as a youngster learn-
ing to face her own inevitable demise, Haas said, required some deep soul-
searching.

“I read Elizabeth Kübler-Ross on the five stages of grief — from negoti-
ation to depression to anger to denial to finally acceptance,” she said. “It
was hard. Even though the film is about death and grief, it’s also about love
and connection between a mother and daughter.”

Early in the film Asia, who works as a nurse, is by turns an almost indif-
ferent mom and/or a buddy. She and her daughter are close in age and even
look alike; they could be sisters. At one point they share a cigarette. Vika
envies her mother’s easy sexual encounters and is saddened at her own
prospect of dying a virgin.

For Yiv, playing Asia as a nontraditional mother required an imaginative
leap.

“Asia’s distance from Vika, especially in the beginning, was difficult for
me to understand,” she said from her home in Haifa. “Still, it’s a very
familiar modern story where teenagers become the parents to the parents
who feel little responsibility for their children.”

Like any contradictory character, Asia raises many questions. Pribar and
Yiv view her through a feminist lens, insisting that she has enjoyed her life
and is no victim. Despite telling her daughter that “the only good thing I
ever got from a man was you,” she’s not feeling sorry for herself: The state-
ment instead is an expression of mother-daughter bonding.

And the film’s ending, without giving away any spoilers, works to reset
that bond. In Haas’s words, “Vika has allowed herself to become the child.”

Even in its bleakest moments, the three artists insist “Asia” is a love story
and an affirmation of life.

Shira Haas gives life to a devastating illness in
the decorated Israeli film ‘Asia’
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Israeli actresses Alena Yiv, left, and Shira
Haas play a mother and daughter in "Asia,"
an award-winning Israeli film now seeing a
U.S. release. (Courtesy of Menemsha Films) 
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
The last year and a half with Covid was a big suc-

cess  for my online Judaic studies courses at the
University of Manitoba. Students from all over the coun-
try participated  eagerly  and showed we have a future.
The Yiddish course in particular attracted many
Winnipegers with roots in Yiddish. Together we have
decided to offer, for the first time, a Yiddish summer pro-
gram. that begins in July. Please join us!

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

 

Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30
PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online
at ckjs.com  

On June 23, hosts will be Regine Frankel and Rochelle
Zucker, who will celebrate Canada Day in Yiddish.

On July 4th hear Bernie Bellan's interview with author
and international consultant  Daniel Levin. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site:

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Jewish Radio Hour

Donald Trump says American Jews
‘don’t love Israel enough’ and

more should have voted for him
June 18, 2021 (JTA) — Donald Trump is still trying to

figure out why more American Jews didn’t vote for him,
arguing in a haredi Orthodox magazine interview this week
that they “don’t love Israel enough” and the Israel-related
moves he made as president should have earned him a larg-
er share of the Jewish vote.

“You know what really surprised me?” Trump told Ami
Magazine. “I did the Heights, I did Jerusalem, and I did
Iran — the Iran Deal was a disaster, right? And I also did
many other things. Jewish people who live in the United
States don’t love Israel enough. Does that make sense to
you? I’m not talking about Orthodox Jews. I believe we got
25% of the Jewish vote, and it doesn’t make sense. It just
seems strange to me.”

Trump referred to his decisions to recognize Israel’s sov-
ereignty over the Golan Heights, to recognize Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital and move the American embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem, and to pull out of the Iran nuclear deal,
which Israel’s government loathes.

Exit polls election night found Trump scored between
21% and 30.5% of the Jewish vote. He is also correct that
an overwhelming majority of Orthodox Jews voted for
him.

Jewish groups slammed Trump in 2019 after he said that
Jews were disloyal for voting for Democrats and doubling
down on the claim.

J Street drops bid to join
Zionist umbrella group

June 17, 2021 (JTA) — J Street, the liberal Jewish
Middle East policy group, dropped its months-long bid to
join the American Zionist movement, the umbrella body
for U.S. pro-Israel groups.

The Forward this week quoted J Street officials as saying
their effort to join AZM last August was frustrated by con-
servatives in the movement’s leadership who want to keep
out liberal groups.

The movement’s leadership denied any plan to keep out J
Street, saying it was observing protocols and seeking to be
fair to newer members of the umbrella, waiting until they
were installed to vote.

In World Zionist Congress elections last year, representa-
tion among North Americans took a rightward turn. The
likelihood is that the newer, more conservative slate of
electors would have rejected J Street.

J Street is often critical of Israeli government policies and
has recently said defense assistance to Israel should be
more closely scrutinized.

The lobbying group’s 2014 bid to join the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations also
was rejected.



“The Long Way Home from Crete”
By Isaac Kal
Self-published, 2021
Available on Amazon
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

Idon’t think I’ve ever had quite the
experience reading a book that I
had reading one that was recently

sent to me by the author of “The Long
Way Home from Crete”.

The story, in itself, is terrific – but
the mistakes – oh god, I’ve never read
anything that has mistakes in just
about every paragraph, from gram-
matical mistakes, to omitted words, to
usage of the wrong word entirely –
and, to top it off, an absolutely egre-
gious error when it comes to writing
about what was known as British Mandate Palestine, but which the
author insists on referring to as “Israel”. It wasn’t Israel yet – not
until 1948!

Despite all that, I told the author that I was going to give his book
a good review in our paper (also on our website). Why? Because the
story he tells is so engrossing that I actually found myself riveted to the
book. However, that being said, I’m not so sure that the typical reader
would be able to forego wanting to grab the author by the neck and say to
him: Why didn’t you have someone edit the book before you published it?

To illustrate, here’s just the third paragraph in the opening chapter: “As
the ship pulled up its anchor, the tossing waves beneath me, made me feel
though the world I once knew, was losing its stability.” 

Okay, how many mistakes can you find in that one sentence?  For one,
why does he separate the sentence with three commas? For another, that
phrase “made me feel though the world I once knew” has a word that is
totally misplaced. Take out the “though” Isaac, and lose two of those com-
mas! And - talk about awkward syntax!

Finally, as I’ve already noted, the ship wasn’t headed to Israel, it was
headed to Palestine. 

Now, if you’ve made it this far in my review, you might be wondering
how someone who’s as interested in proper grammar, vocabulary and atten-
tion to historical accuracy as I like to think I am, could have persevered in
reading a book that was almost comically poorly written.

The reason is that the story of the protagonist, an individual by the name
of Abraham, which is told in the first person, along with the parallel story
of Abraham’s wife, Genia, which is told in the third person, offers an
intriguing glimpse into what life might have been like for Jews who had

come to Palestine in
the late 1930s, after
fleeing Nazi persecu-
tion in Germany.

Abraham’s story in
itself is especially absorbing. Born into a poor Jewish family in Poland, he
makes his way to Konisberg in Germany, where he is taken in by the fam-
ily of a well-to-do uncle. In time, Abraham discovers that he has a talent
for business and, along with a cousin of his, opens up a successful sauer-
kraut business.

At the same time, Abraham, who is somewhat of a playboy, it seems,
ends up meeting the love of his life, a beautiful but very observant young
Jewish woman by the name of Genia. After promising her that he will mod-
ify his lifestyle to the point where it will be acceptable for her to marry
someone who is clearly not the type of person to whom she would have
previously been willing to marry, they eventually settle into a very happy
life in Konisberg, and have one child, a boy named Aaron.

The story does go back and forth in time at the start, moving from 1938
“Israel” to 1930s Poland and Germany. I suppose the author was attempt-
ing to emulate other writers who decided they didn’t want to tell their sto-
ries in chronological form, and although it can be a bit confusing, using that
particular device can help to hook the reader who might want to find out
how a character ended up where they are.

But, given the era in which the book is set, it comes as no surprise that
Abraham and Genia decide they must leave Germany. I have my qualms
though with how easy it is for them to get into “Israel” in 1938: no British
blockade – and no difficulty in entering the country. That simply doesn’t
jive with the reality of the time, in which the British had imposed severe
quotas on the number of Jews allowed into Palestine. Still, for the sake of
the author being allowed some latitude in telling his story, I’ll allow him
some discretion in handling the historical accuracy of that particular aspect
of his story.

It’s when Abraham and Genia
do settle into their new home in
Herzlia though that the story real-
ly picks up. Abraham cannot find
suitable employment and, even
though he had been quite wealthy
in Germany, when he tries to
import funds from that country,
they’re frozen, and the couple
finds themselves quite desperate
just to feed themselves.

One day, however, Abraham
happens to chance upon an adver-
tisement in a paper seeking men
to enlist as support workers for
the British army. It’s at that point
that the story starts to move at a
much faster pace. The author pro-
vides a detailed description of
what life was like for Jewish men
in Palestine who volunteered, not
to serve in the British army itself,
but rather as support workers.
This was an aspect of history
about which I had never read any-
thing, so I contacted Isaac Kal
while I was reading the book to
ask him whether the story which,

New book tells riveting tale of World War II experience for Jewish family living in
British Mandate Palestine – but oh my gosh, I’ve never read more mistakes in a book
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ISAAC KAL
His website says he is “an 
international businessman who
lives in Toronto, who  worked
for over 20 years for the Israeli
Prime Minister’s office.”

Jewish POW’s who served as support
workers to the British army during
WWII in a unit known as Port Operation
Unit 1039. 1500 were captured on Crete
and taken to a POW camp in Silesia,
Poland, where they remained from 1941-
45 until they were forced to go on the
“long march” to Germany. Many of them
perished along the way, but Isaac’s grand-
father, the principal figure in the book,
managed to escape and eventually
returned to Palestine.

(Continued on page 23. See “Crete”.)
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Analysis

Why Benjamin Netanyahu treated the Jewish media with contempt
By GARY ROSENBLATT

June 11, 2021 (New York Jewish Week via JTA) — Whether this week
marks the last of Benjamin Netanyahu’s record-setting tenure as prime
minister or is just a prelude to another never-count-him-out comeback, it
seems a fitting moment to try to understand why he has consistently treat-
ed diaspora Jewish media with disdain.

It’s something I’ve experienced personally on several occasions and may
well reflect the prime minister’s attitude not just toward the Jewish press
but toward American Jewry in general.

It seems ironic, if not baffling, that Netanyahu would be rude to the one
group of journalists who are most sympathetic and accommodating. But
then he is a man of many contradictions, with remarkable skills and ugly
traits, towering oratory and gutter-level charges, and great success in pro-
tecting Israel from outside threats while allowing the weakening of Israeli
society from within.

I have interviewed the prime minister one on one in his Jerusalem office,
attended a number of meetings he’s held with the press, and heard him
speak many times in the United States and Israel. Perhaps the most illumi-

nating example of his contradictory behavior dates back to a visit he made
to the U.S. when he first served as prime minister, from 1996 to 1999.

During that visit 25 years ago, Netanyahu’s staff scheduled back-to-back
sessions for him with two separate groups of journalists in a small confer-
ence room at his Manhattan hotel. The first group consisted of about a
dozen major media figures, including the network news anchors of the day
and A-list reporters. The second meeting was with the same number of edi-
tors of Jewish newspapers from across the country.

As editor and publisher of The Jewish Week, I was invited to the second
meeting. But thanks to an influential friend at the local Israeli Consulate, I
was allowed to attend the first meeting as well, though I was asked to keep
a low profile.

When Netanyahu walked into the room with the media notables seated
around a table, he was warm, friendly and upbeat from the outset. He greet-
ed them individually by name, shaking hands, making small talk as he
moved gracefully around the room. During the session he handled ques-
tions with aplomb, on point, articulate, and used colloquial expressions at
times – it was easy to forget that he was the leader of a foreign country. He
was thoroughly charming.

About 15 minutes after the meeting, while Netanyahu was taking a break,
my Jewish media colleagues were ushered into the room. When we were
settled in, the prime minister reentered and immediately sat down at the
head of the table. No schmoozing this time. He was all business and began:
“OK, ask me your questions.”

A bit taken aback
by the abrupt open-
ing, the chair of our
delegation asked if it
would be all right for
us to introduce our-
selves briefly, stating
our names and pro-
fessional titles.
Netanyahu agreed.
When it was my turn,
the prime minister
looked closely at me
and said, “You look
familiar.”

I said, “I was with
the first group here as
well.”

(What I wanted to
add was, “I saw how
engaging and friendly
you can be if you
want to make the
effort. What’s your
problem?”)

For a split second,
Netanyahu seemed a
bit taken aback, but
he just nodded and
the intros continued.

The mood of the
session could not
have been more dif-
ferent than the earlier
one. Though he was

to that point, I had thought might have
been a work of fiction, was actually
true?

Isaac responded that the story was indeed true – it was his grandfather’s
story. He also suggested that I take a look at his website for further infor-
mation. That didn’t prove at all helpful, but what did help was going to the
Amazon website and entering the name Isaac Kal. It was then that I dis-
covered a fair bit more information about what led Kal to write this book -
along with some further information about the unit in which his grandfa-
ther served.

Here’s what the website says: “In the midst of the Covid-19 closure, the
author had plenty of time to go through the photos and documents of his
family. He found his grandfather's soldier certificate and the date of his
enlistment. While browsing online, he came across a group of relatives of
the Israeli POW from WW2. he discovered the name of the unit in which
his grandfather served (Port Operation Unit 1039). Interestingly enough,
his captain kept a war diary until his capture.

“Through the stories and the dates in the diary, he was able to trace the
route that his grandfather took until his capture.”

As Abraham completes his training, which is to enable him to work in
ports helping to unload cargo ships – eventually leading to his becoming a
skilled crane operator, he is fairly quickly thrust into an ongoing series of
dangerous situations, in which he and the other members of his unit are
required to work under enemy fire.

The scenes move from battleground to battleground as German forces
advance, first in Africa – in Tobruk (Libya), then in Greece, leading to
British forces, along with the support units, such as Abraham’s, constantly
retreating.

Again, if the author’s descriptions of events are true, then the vivid
accounts of all the near misses that Abraham experiences, often when oth-
ers nearby get killed, provide descriptions of battlegrounds, especially in
the eastern Mediterranean, that are perhaps not as well known to many of
us as battlegrounds in western Europe.

At the same time though that Abraham is experiencing the arduous life
that anyone who is attached to a combat unit during a war would no doubt
experience, his loving wife, Genia, it turns out, is not quite as virtuous as
one might have thought. Left alone with her young son she turns to a
younger man by the name of Jacob who works in a store and who offers to
assist Genia, first by attending to some repairs needed at her home, then by
offering her a job helping him in the store.

It doesn’t take long though for the reader to realize that Jacob has an ulte-
rior motive, which is to bed Genia. I was somewhat surprised to read that
she wasn’t all that reluctant to give into Jacob’s advances. The whole time
I was thinking: “Isaac (Kal), is this your grandmother you’re writing
about?”

Thus, while the book evolves into quite the exciting war story – as
Abraham escapes from one near-death situation to another, eventually find-
ing himself on Crete – surrounded by Germans, until he is finally captured
and taken to a prisoner of war camp in Silesia (in Poland), Jacob has moved
in with Genia, while Aaron has been sent to an orphanage in Jerusalem.

Abraham does survive – of course, otherwise the title of the book would
not have been what it was, and is reunited with Genia.

But, the story suddenly ends with the couple back together and no clue
as to whether Genia ever confesses her marital infidelity to Abraham. (To
be fair, he was gone five years and had been reported as “Missing in
Action”, but even when Genia learns that Abraham is indeed alive, she
finds herself still drawn to Jacob and unable to resist his sexual advances.)

I note that, of the reviews on Amazon, a number ask whether there will
be a sequel to “The Long Way Home from Crete”? I suppose that if what
happens to Abraham and Genia following Abraham’s return to “Israel” was
nearly as interesting as what preceded his return, then it might make for a
very good sequel. But, for gosh shakes, Isaac Kal, get someone to proof-
read your writing!

Crete
(Continued from page 22.)

(Continued on page
24. See “Netanyahu”.
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Analysis
in the presence of

loyal, influential
Zionists who treat-
ed him with great

respect, the prime minister was curt, contentious and
clearly couldn’t wait to be done with us.

“Ask me your questions”
A few years later, when I was in Israel, I was grant-

ed a one-on-one interview with Netanyahu in his
Jerusalem office. I was ushered in by an aide who
announced my name as I sat down in a chair facing
the prime minister. He wore a leather bomber jacket
and was seated at his desk, reading through a docu-
ment in front of him.

“Go ahead, ask me your questions,” he said with-
out looking up. He was using a yellow outliner pen to mark his reading
material.

I wasn’t sure how to proceed and waited for him to make eye contact.
After a moment he repeated his request. I waited again — it felt like min-
utes but was probably only a few seconds — before proceeding, reluctant-
ly, with the interview.

I don’t remember the details of what transpired, only that I was thrown
by Netanyahu’s rudeness, and that the agreed-on 45-minute session ended
abruptly when an aide came in to announce that the prime minister was
needed for a pressing matter. It seemed prearranged; the prime minister got
up and followed him out of the office without a word or gesture to me.

One more: Five years ago, at a Jewish media conference in Jerusalem I
attended with dozens of colleagues from the U.S., Europe and South
America, Netanyahu addressed our group and was ornery from the outset.
His manner was challenging and dismissive, interrupting the moderator,
the Forward’s Jane Eisner, and suggesting alternative topics. At one point
he evaded a question about his government’s relations with American
Jewry and responded, in effect, “why not ask me about Israel’s impressive
dairy output?” He then waxed eloquent on the subject and had an aide dis-
play a chart on the wall with statistics about Israel’s prolific cows.

“After the session ended, some of the women journalists in the room
were furious, sure that he acted as he did because I was the moderator,”
Eisner wrote. “I appreciated their support, but male colleagues tell me that
Netanyahu can be similarly dismissive to them, too.”

How does one explain this behavior?

I turned to two close colleagues and veteran Bibi
watchers — journalist and author Yossi Klein Halevi in
Jerusalem and Mideast expert David Makovsky in
Washington — and asked why they think Netanyahu
treats the Jewish media so shabbily. Is it because he does-
n’t respect us as journalists? Or because he believes that
Diaspora communities are less relevant to Israeli politics?
Or neither, or both?

“Bibi treats his friends worse than anyone,” Klein
Halevi responded, “which is why, at the end of the day,
he doesn’t have any. He takes them for granted and abus-
es their trust. That’s why this new government is being
led, in part, by three of his former closest aides,” Naftali
Bennett, Avigdor Lieberman and Gideon Saar.

“The American Jewish media was simply in his pock-
et,” Klein Halevi continued, “or so he assumed, and he could treat them
with the special contempt he reserved for those on his side.”

Makovsky believes Netanyahu views the Diaspora Jewish media in the
larger context of his attitude toward American Jewry — seen as declining
dramatically in relevance.

On a practical level, he noted, Diaspora Jews don’t vote in Israeli elec-
tions and so are “less central for his [Netanyahu’s] purposes to cultivate.”
Similarly, the prime minister focuses mainly on Israeli media, which he
views as either for him or against him, so the Diaspora media is less impor-
tant.

The prime minister has told those who meet with him privately that with
the exception of the Orthodox, “American Jews will last another generation
or two … due to assimilation and low fertility rate,” Makovsky said. “This
has enabled him to discount the liberal attitudes and voting trends of non-
Orthodox American Jews and not think of the impact of a few of his poli-
cies on the relationship.”

In addition, Netanyahu has said in private that as long as he has the sup-
port in America of evangelical Christians, who vastly outnumber Jews, and
the Orthodox Jewish community, he is in good shape.

We’ll know in the coming days the shape of Netanyahu’s immediate
future. But even if the “change” coalition is sworn in, no one who knows
Bibi Netanyahu believes he can be counted out.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.
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