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Rady JCC reopens
to members

By BERNIE BELLAN

Anyone who is a member of the Rady JCC
would have been receiving regular
updates from Executive Director Rob

Berkowits as to how the facility was planning to
reopen in part under the province’s Phase 2
guidelines.

On June 15, for the very first time since March
16, when the Rady JCC had closed its doors to
members, the Rady JCC was able to welcome
back members, albeit with restrictions, includ-
ing: 

• a maximum capacity of 70 people total at one
time

• 50% maximum capacity on the  fitness cen-
tre floor

• workouts limited to 90 minutes in consider-
ation of others. 

Among the new procedures to be in place are:
New entry procedures and policies:
•  Members’ temperatures will be taken with a

non-contact temperature gun and members will
be denied entry if above normal.

•  The Rady JCC will only accept contactless
forms of payment until further notice.

Limited access to certain areas/machines:
• Both the men’s and the women’s locker

rooms are closed until further notice.
• The family change room is open specifically

for individuals using the pool only and will be
limited to a maximum of six people at a time.

• The Rady pool will only be available for lap
swimming  and must be pre-booked.

• Rady towel service will not be available at
this time.

• Rady steam rooms will be closed until further
notice.

• All Rady JCC water fountains will be shut
off. Members are required to bring their own
bottled water.

• In order to practice proper physical distanc-
ing, certain exercise equipment and machines
will be blocked off from use.

• Hard to clean equipment such as foam rollers
and yoga blocks will be unavailable.

•  Drop-ins are no longer allowed for  classes.
The booking system must be used to reserve
classes in advance.

• Members are required to wear masks while
entering and exiting the facility and may choose
at their own discretion to wear masks while on
the fitness floor

• Gloves are not a requirement at this time

At the end of the
first week of

Rady JCC members will notice the cordon
and markers keeping members apart from
one another.

Rady JCC Fitnes Director Boris Bursak
(left) and Rady JCC Executive Director
Rob Berkowits demonstrate how every
member’s temperature is taken each time
they attend the Rady JCC.

Most lockers are not accessible by mem-
bers (except for small basket lockers that
have members’ own locks on them).

Exercise equipment is now spaced further
apart and clearly marked off to maintain
social distancing.

Rady JCC staff being trained in social dis-
tancing measures. (Picture taken in the aero-
bic studio. Note how spaces between class
members are clearly marked off.) 

Continued on page 3.
See “Rady JCC”.



By BERNIE BELLAN

As is typical these days, the Annual General Meeting of
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, which would nor-
mally have been held in front of at least a few people,

was held online via Zoom instead.

(Let’s not kid ourselves though: Annual General Meetings
of Jewish organizations don’t usually attract much in the way
of a crowd unless they’re handing out a lot of awards.) The
Jewish Foundation held its AGM on Wednesday, June 17,
emanating largely from the home of Richard Yaffe, Board
Chair of the Foundation. Although it was possible to see who
else was watching, the faces of only a very few individuals
were made visible. (I always get a kick out of seeing people in
their homes during these get-togethers. Everyone dresses casu-
ally and it’s fun seeing into everyone’s home and what they
have in the background. I think it’s the way all AGMs should
be held in the future.)

When he began proceedings shortly after 5:00 pm, Yaffe welcomed
everyone who was watching, but he also indicated that no questions would
be allowed until the very end of the meeting. Further, questions were to be
sent in via chat. Would anyone be surprised to learn there were no questions
asked?

I don’t know about anyone else who was watching (and from the names
that were visible on the screen, they seemed to be mostly representatives of
other Jewish organizations), but I sure would have liked to ask for details
about how much assistance the Foundation has given to each local Jewish
organization that has been allocated emergency funding during the pan-
demic and how much each of the organizations that will receive assistance
in two more “phases” will receive. But, as I reported in the May 27 issue
of this paper, the Foundation continues to maintain, as Richard Yaffe put it,
that it “To be respectful of a variety of unique circumstances currently
faced by individual organizations, at this time, we will leave the disclosure
of the amount they received to their discretion.”

Yaffe did add that information will be made public by the Foundation in
its 2020 Annual Report – so we’ll only have to wait one more year to find
out how much each organization has received and will receive as a result
of emergency funding during the pandemic – unless I can get each of the
organizations to tell me how much they received back in April in Phase 1
of the Foundation’s emergency funding. I should add that I already know
how much some organizations received, but it would be unfair to disclose
that information unless I can reveal how much each of the 28 organizations
that received funding received.

Turning to the 2019 Annual Report, however, here are some of the high-
lights, as reported by Dan Blankstein, JFM Treasurer and John Diamond,
JFM CEO:

• the Foundation distributed in excess of $5.2 million to the community,
$700,000 greater than the previous year.

• During 2019, both individual donors and organizations continued to sig-
nificantly support the Foundation with endowment contributions in excess
of $5.6 million

• The Foundation’s endowment fund’s net assets increased by 14% year-
over-year, to more than $137 million

• Gifts to organizational endowments comprised $1.9 million of the 2019
gifts representing an 8.0% increase over the previous year. This increment
will result in an additional $80,000 distributed into Winnipeg’s Jewish
community annually.

• The performance of the investment portfolio for 2019 was 15.34%
before fees. The 5-year and 10-year returns were 7.49% and 7.93%, respec-
tively, before fees. 2019 was a “good year” in terms of investment perfor-
mance.

The Annual Report went on to note other significant milestones reached
by the Foundation in 2019:

• $1,228,930 was distributed in 2019 to Jewish organizations through
their organizational endowments

• Since 1964 , the Foundation has distributed $72,676,844 in grants
• 17 planned gifts were realized, totaling $2,134,086
• $176,000 in scholarships were awarded to 76 students
• $33,680 in camperships were given
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Jewish Foundation holds online AGM – announces a further $400,000 to be
allocated to local Jewish organizations on top of $200,000 already given

Members of the Jewish Foundation Board, along with officers of the
Foundation, participated in the Annual General Meeting on
Wednesday, June 17, via Zoom.

Continued on page 3. See “Jewish Foundation”.



reopening I asked Zach Minuk, Rady
JCC Director of Development,
Partnerships, and Communications if he
could give an overall assessment how

members have accepted the new restrictions and what attendance has been
like?

Zach wrote: “The reaction has been extremely positive. Members have
been very happy with all our physical distancing measures as well as the
overall cleanliness of the facility. 

“In terms of numbers - we are seeing ebbs and flows this first week. Our
fitness floor max count is 70 people due to mandated provincial physical
distancing rules. We are seeing anywhere from 20% - close to 50% capac-
ity throughout each day so far. To help members, we launched a live fitness
centre capacity counter that we update every two hours during our normal
hours of operation that can be found on our website homepage as well as
shared through our social media. This allows members to know what our
counts are before they come for their workouts. It’s also been extremely
well-received.

“Beginning next week (June 22) , we are going to be adding some ameni-
ties. When we opened our aquatics facility, we initially only allowed pre-
bookings for lap swimming in three lanes only. Our lanes have been
booked solid all week now. Next Monday, we are opening up two more
lanes for a total of five lanes now available for pre-booking. Also, on
Monday, June 29, we are going to be adding sports and recreation activi-
ties including pickleball, badminton, and basketball.

“Everything we have done and continue to do is done so with the health
and well-being of our members, staff, and volunteers top-of-mind. We want
to ensure that every decision we make as we push forward into the summer
months is the proper decision. 

“One final thing - as you know, for any member who isn’t quite ready or
comfortable enough to come back to the Rady yet, we’ve allowed them to
extend their membership freeze at zero cost until September. When they are
ready to come back, we will be ready to welcome them.”

I talked to Harvey Cogan, who has long been a devoted Rady JCC mem-
ber, and who likes to use the pool for lap swimming, as well as the track
for walking. I asked Harvey how he’s adjusted to the new restrictions at the
Rady JCC?

Harvey said “It’s good to be back in the pool - and seeing so many famil-
iar faces again.

“Today I had an appointment to use the pool at 11 am, so I arrived at
10:15 and walked around the track 11 times” (which, Harvey noted, is one
mile).

“When I went to use the pool I used the family change room. It has six
little lockers. It’s fine.”

Harvey told me that in the first week since the Rady JCC had reopened,
he’d been there three times (and used the pool each time - for a 45 minute

session each time).
I asked whether the facili-

ty was busy?
“There aren’t a lot of peo-

ple coming at this time,”
Harvey answered. 

To be fair, it’s also sum-
mer, and there are usually a
lot fewer people using the
facility when the weather’s
nice. Still, Harvey did men-
tion that he’d talked with
quite a few others who are
regular attendees at the
Rady JCC, and “seven or
eight” of them had said
they’re going to wait until
September before they
come back.

As noted, the Rady JCC
has frozen all member-
ships until September. 

In other Rady JCC news, it was announced on Thursday, June 18,
that the summer camp program which, it had been feared earlier when
the lockdown was first imposed by the provincial government would
be canceled entirely, but which was subsequently allowed to go ahead
- with allowances made for social distancing requirements, is now sold
out for the entire summer.

Following are excerpts from a release issued by the Rady JCC:

Three weeks after opening registration, all available 2020 Rady JCC
Summer Day Camps have sold out. 

“We are incredibly excited about this news,” said Tamar Barr, Rady
JCC’s Assistant Executive Director. “During these difficult times, to see
such a positive response from our community and beyond is inspirational.” 

Individual 2020 Rady JCC Day Camps, starting July 6 and running week-
ly for eight weeks, will have smaller maximum capacities than previous
years due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and physical distancing
restrictions mandated by the provincial government. 

“While our camp sizes will be smaller this year, our dedicated staff have
worked extremely hard in our preparations to ensure the overall camper-
ship experience will not be affected at all,” said Barr. “Campers can still
expect to have fun and engaging sessions while parents can rest assured
knowing their children will be in a safe environment.” 

Rady anticipates close to 1000 children ranging in age from pre-school to
Grade 8 to take part this year.  If unable to register already, Rady is now
accepting names for its 2020 Day Camp waiting list should any potential
spots become available during the summer months. Parents should call
204.477.7510 if interested.  
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Of the over $5.2 million that were given in grants,
$4,341,498 were designated grants (meaning the
donors had specifically designated the recipients of
the grants), while $875,745 were undesignated
grants.

In discussing the overall performance of the
Foundation in 2019, Richard Yaffe observed that
“the work we did last year (2019) has put us in a
strong position for the future.

“We know that 2020 is destined to be a very diffi-
cult year, but in no way will it be a step back” for
the Foundation.

With specific reference to the emergency alloca-
tions that the Foundation has been able to give – not only to Jewish orga-
nizations, but to other community organizations as well, Yaffe explained
that the Foundation’s undesignated funds have been and will continue to be
crucial: “It is through these funds that the Foundation was able to respond
so quickly to the pandemic,” he said.

“By the end of 2020 we will have distributed more than $750,000 in
relief funding,” Yaffe added.

Yaffe described the criteria that the Foundation’s board applied when it
came to allocating the $268,000 in emergency funding in Phase 1 of the
emergency funding - both to Jewish and non-Jewish organizations: “Speed,
efficiency, and inclusiveness”.

“Each organization’s financial report and
operational expenses dictated how much each
organization received,” he said.

In addition to the $68,000 that was given to
four community organizations (Agape Table,
Winnipeg Harvest, The Main Street Project,
and Siloam Mission), an anonymous donor
came forward with a further $34,000 gift that
was added to the $68,000; thus, the total given
to those four organizations came to $102,000.

As well, Phase 1 also included the spring dis-
tribution of $30,000 in Women’s Endowment
Fund Grants to five organizations “that contin-
ue to support our most vulnerable women and
children: North End Women’s Resource
Centre, Willow Place, Salvation Army, Alpha
House, and the West Central Resource Centre”.

There will be two further phases of emergency funding for Jewish orga-
nizations, Yaffe noted. In Phase 2, $200,000 will be distributed to 14
Jewish organizations. (Once we are told which organizations have received
funding we will publish that information.)

There will be a third phase of emergency funding, Yaffe said, and infor-
mation about that third and final phase of emergency funding “will be dis-
closed shortly”. 

A recording of the entire 2020 Jewish Foundation of Manitoba Annual
General Meeting can be found on the Foundation’s YouTube page.

Rady JCC
(Continued from page 1.)

HARVEY and NESSIE COGAN
Harvey is a dedicated Rady JCC member
who uses the pool as often as he can. He
says that what he missed most about the
Rady JCC being closed is the cama-
raderie among members.

RICHARD YAFFE 
Chair, Jewish Foundation Board

presided over the AGM (Zoom screenshot)

Jewish Foundation
(Continued from page 2.)



One must tread very carefully these days when
it comes to commenting on “human rights”.

Even well-intentioned individuals and proud
liberals, such as the CBC’s Wendy Mesley, have
paid a heavy price for apparent transgressions.,
such as when Mesley is alleged to have used a
“careless” word (which hasn’t been disclosed) in
an editorial discussion – not on air, mind you. Her
program, called “The Weekly”, has been suspend-

ed for the rest of the season. 
Then, last week, the debate over “systemic racism” in Canada took anoth-

er twist when NDP leader Jagmeet Singh called Bloc Quebecois Member
Alain Therrien a “racist” for blocking Singh’s motion calling out the RCMP
for “systemic racism”.

Also in the same week the management of the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights came under heavy fire for allegedly “racist” and “homopho-
bic” attitudes.

There was a time when Jews could rightfully have claimed that they suf-
fered from discrimination and it is quite evident that anti-Semitism is a prob-
lem that is growing in intensity in many parts of the world, although I have
long maintained that empirical data simply does not warrant arriving at the
conclusion that anti-Semitism has become a severe problem in Canada, and
especially not here in Manitoba.

Notwithstanding B’nai Brith’s Annual Audit of Antisemitic Incidents,
which seeks to catalogue every conceivable act that might be considered anti-
Semitic in Canada, if you compare Winnipeg to say, almost any large
European city, I refuse to accept that anti-Semitism is a major issue here.

But, when discussion about the Canadian Museum for Human Rights
began to focus on whether some members of management of that museum
have themselves been insensitive to certain groups, I began to think back to
previous commentaries I’ve written in this column about how much the orig-
inal idea for that museum has evolved over the years. 

The first mention of building a museum came when the late Izzy Asper
broached the idea way back in 2003 before a group of invited guests at the
Forks Market.

Here’s what I wrote in an article that detailed the controversy which has
always surrounded the museum, almost from the day Asper first laid out his
vision of a 200,000 square foot museum, to cost approximately $200 million
(and which was supposed to be funded entirely privately), and which was
supposed to be built within “three to four years”, according to Asper.

“The inspiration for building the museum in the first place,” I wrote in
2010, “according to Gail Asper, came from a trip that she and her father took
to the Holocaust Museum in Washington in 2000.
“In a May 9, 2003 story written by Aldo Santin of the Free Press, Gail Asper

gave the following explanation for her and her father’s motivation for want-
ing to build a human rights museum: ‘Asper said the new museum had its
roots in part in her family’s desire to create a Canadian setting to explain the
Holocaust. Her family’s foundation annually sends Jewish and non-Jewish
children to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington,
D.C.

“ ‘We came back from this trip (to Washington) absolutely shocked with
the revelation we’ve had that
there really isn’t anything like
this in Canada.’ ”

But, as costs spiraled, and it
was realized the museum
couldn’t be built without fed-
eral government help, a host
of dissenting voices began to
be raised – most prominently
from within the Ukrainian
community, but also from
other groups.

The concern was that the
Holocaust was going to be the
focus of the new museum,
while other genocides were
going to be given short shrift.
A group known as
“Canadians for a Genocide
Museum” organized itself and
began to lobby for increased
attention to be paid to other
genocides, particularly the
“Holodomor”.

Then, when the Federal
Government, under then
Prime Minister Stephen
Harper, made the decision in
2008 that the new museum

would become a federal museum, it was inevitable that the new museum
would become a political football.

Now, however, controversy over the CMHR has gone from concern that the
Holocaust would be elevated to a prominent place within the museum – at the
expense of other genocides, to alleged discrimination against visible minori-
ties and members of the LGBTQ+ community employed at the museum. As
well, we now hear that senior staffers at the museum acquiesced to requests
from certain school groups that no mention be made of LGBTQ+ rights dur-
ing school tours nor would the students be shown exhibits focused on
LGBTQ+ rights.

As the notion of “human rights” is constantly evolving – and past offenses
that might not even have been paid attention in years past against certain
groups that were previously marginalized are now receiving hugely increased
attention – especially on social media, it was inevitable that an institution like
the CMHR would become a lighting rod for criticism. 

Lost in the shuffle, however, is the fact that Izzy Asper was inspired by a
trip he and his daughter Gail took to the Holocaust Museum in Washington,
D.C. Many members of the Jewish community – and the non-Jewish com-
munity as well, were also inspired to contribute to the new museum, both in
terms of financial donations themselves and as fundraisers – in the hope that
this museum would serve as a commemoration of the Holocaust similar to
other Holocaust museums. The fact that it’s largely turned into something
else must come as a disappointment to many of those individuals. 

Turning to another issue: the refusal of the Jewish Foundation to provide
details on how much emergency funding it is providing to local Jewish orga-
nizations, is something that is not warranted. 

The Jewish Foundation receives donations from many different individuals
during the course of the year. Although a good portion of the money comes
in the form of “designated grants”, meaning the Foundation has no discretion
over where funds are to be allocated from income earned as a result of “des-
ignated” donations, that is not the case with “undesignated grants”.

Now, while the Foundation does publish the names of all organizations and
individuals that receive grants, it doesn’t do so until its Annual Report is pub-
lished, which is always well after those grants have been distributed.

Ordinarily that would not be an issue at all – except in the sense that cer-
tain organizations seem to be heavily favoured by many donors to the
Foundation when those organizations’ needs might not be as great as other
organizations that are in much greater need of financial assistance. Still,
donors have the prerogative to determine how their donations should be used.

But, when it comes to the emergency funding that the Foundation has allo-
cated during the pandemic – and which it will continue to provide in two fur-
ther phases, we are living in a most extraordinary time.

Never before has the Foundation been called upon to provide emergency
funding of the sort it is now providing. As I’ve written previously, the fact
that 28 different local Jewish organizations received a combined $200,000
back in April and, while we now know the names of the organizations (which
took some cajoling on my part to have divulged), it is simply not acceptable
to say that if one wants to know how much each organization received, then
you have to ask each individual organization.

The Jewish Foundation may be privately run, but it serves a quasi-public
role. It has received donations from thousands of members of the communi-
ty over the years. Also, as well qualified as the members of the Foundation’s
board may be, they are all members of the larger Jewish community and, as
such, they are representatives of the community; therefore, they owe it to the
entire community to be forthcoming in revealing how much will be allocat-
ed to each organization that is receiving emergency financial assistance.

I have no basis for inferring that anything underhanded went on with the
awarding of the first batch of grants, but in order to remove the least suspi-
cion that any favouritism was involved in those first allocations, the amounts
given to each organization should be made public by the Foundation.

Anecdotally, I have spoken to representatives of certain organizations that
received funding and, when I asked them whether they were surprised to
have received cheques back in April, each of them said they were.

When I further asked whether they needed emergency funding, the answers
were that they all could use the money. 

Well, no kidding. Which organization couldn’t use some extra funding?
But come on – on the face of it, in the attempt to spread assistance out to as
many organizations as possible, there were some dubious allocations made.
However, since we don’t know how much any one organization received, all
anyone outside of a particular organization or the Foundation itself can do is
wonder how much every organization received?

Considering that the Foundation is going to disburse another $400,00 in
emergency funding over the next few months – with $200,000 going to 14
different organizations in Phase 2 of the emergency funding, according  to
Foundation Board Chair Richard Yaffe, it is incumbent upon the Foundation
to be transparent in its allocation process.

After all, it’s an emergency situation we’re living in and emergencies often
require that you set aside past protocols when it comes both to decision mak-
ing and reporting.
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Jews collateral damage in George Floyd protests, riots

As has happened throughout history, when-
ever a national catastrophe happens, you
can count on a portion of the population to

blame and attack the Jews. And we are seeing this
both with the COVID pandemic and the George
Floyd riots: Jews are getting hit. 

Take COVID - New York Mayor Bill de Blasio
seemingly has gone out of his way to specifically
call out Hasidic Jewish communities for breaking
the rules and threatened that community in partic-

ular with dire consequences if Yeshivas are open or even if families want
to gather in local parks.

Most recently, at the same time that he was encouraging thousands of
protesters to take to the streets without any social distancing or masks – and
even joined them – he had a Yeshiva closed down as too dangerous and had
the gates of a park in a Hasidic neighbourhood welded shut to prevent
mothers and children from entering. 

As for the George Floyd riots, British writer Melanie Phillips, in a post-
ing  on the Jewish News Service website on June 4, points out that while
Floyd’s death was horrific, Jews have found themselves singled out for par-
ticular attack from the rioters that have  “left a trail of devastation across
America”.

As evidence, she notes the large number of Jewish-owned stores and syn-
agogues in Beverly Hills and the heavily Orthodox Fairfax district that
were looted and defaced with anti-Jewish graffiti. 

And, it didn’t just happen in L.A. or other cities in America.  Synagogues
and Holocaust Memorials elsewhere were also defaced and vandalized -
and not by White far right extremists.

“How could this Jew-hatred have occurred in what were repeatedly
described as “protests” against racism?” she asks.

The answer she provides is that “victim culture”, “the dominant ortho-
doxy of the age”, allows for carte blanche attacks on Jews.

“That’s because victim culture derives from the Marxist dogma that
everything is defined by power relationships,” she explains. “So, racism
isn’t prejudice but only prejudice with power.”

And the powerless – be they African American, Hispanic or Aboriginal,
for example, - can never be guilty of bad things. These victim groups are
defined as powerless victims of White people. So “victim group members”
can never be racist.

“The one group that victim culture refuses to accept as victims, however,
is the Jews, the most persecuted people in the history of the world,” she
asserts.

She notes that it is because identity politics ideologues share the anti-
Semitic belief that the Jews are all-powerful because they control the

banks, the media, the professions and so on.
“Worse still,” she says, “there’s a yet deeper connection between victim

culture and anti-Semitism.
“Victim culture,” she explains, “draws upon the resentful belief that the

Holocaust and the claim of anti-Semitism give Jews moral impunity that
allows them to get away with bad deeds, such as controlling the world in
their own interests regardless of others’ needs.

“In other words, this assumed Jewish moral impunity is actually no more
than the paranoid fantasy of anti-Semites.   Which is why any attempt to
point out that anti-Semitism is worse than any other racism, because it
uniquely demonizes Jews as a diabolical conspiracy against the world,
sends progressives into a tizzy. In order to conceal the false claims of vic-
tim culture, they must deny the true and unequivocal victimization of the
Jews.”

The really galling part, as Phillips points out, is that so few Jewish voic-
es have been raised against either specific attacks against Jewish business-
es and religious institutions or the general destruction and violence.

She notes, for example, that a statement by the Jewish Council for Public
Affairs, a group of 130 organizations, expressed outrage at the killing of
Floyd, declared “solidarity” with the Black community and called for an
end to systemic racism. “Yet,” she notes, “there was no outrage about the
rioting during which police officers had been shot, businesses and build-
ings torched and looted, and innocent people beaten up - and no protest
against the specifically targeted attacks on synagogues and Jewish busi-
nesses.”

She quotes a writer in the “Jewish Journal” who complained about a pic-
ture of “a predominantly White and highly militarized police force,” using
“heavy handed tactics to protect a synagogue from a predominantly Black
crowd.”

She quotes the writer as justifying the riots as “a natural response” to
“five centuries of unfathomable subjugation,” which gave “communities of
color” an “undisputed moral authority to call attention to their own oppres-
sion.”

“Undisputed moral authority”—to riot, burn and loot, or make anti-
Semitic attacks? she asks.

She cites another example of an L.A. Jewish business owner expressing
support for Black Lives Matter which, Phillips points out, is an anti-White,
anti-capitalist and anti-Jewish hate group (which is far from representative
of American’s African-American population).

“Four years ago,” she notes, Black Lives Matter members accused Israel
of “genocide” against the Palestinians. And BLM is also part of the anti-
Israel Boycott Divestment and Sanctions campaign against the Jewish
state.

By

MYRON LOVE

Note to social-media companies: Anti-Semitism is hate content
Where is the will of online companies to monitor anti-Jewish and anti-Israel posts, as they do other bigoted speech?

By RON MACHOL
(June 19, 2020 / JNS) People get much of their news and information

from social media. As such, it is refreshing to learn that the largest social-
media companies have policies against hate speech on their popular plat-
forms, and have taken it upon themselves to remove anti-LGBTQ, anti-black
and Islamophobic content when they become aware of it. 

Why then are they negligent in ensuring that discriminatory and hateful
anti-Semitic speech is not removed as well? 

As the frequency and levels of violence of anti-Semitic acts soar in the
United States and throughout the world, we expect that social-media com-
panies will do their part to remove this dangerous content from their plat-
forms, and take stronger actions in the future to monitor and purge such hate
speech of their own volition. 

Zachor Legal Institute has recently sent letters to ,  and , updating them
about anti-Semitic postings that are present on their popular platforms.
These postings violate their own hate-speech regulations, and we have asked
them to remove this content immediately. To date, we have received no
response whatsoever from any of these companies. 

We are using the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s
(IHRA) working  as our guideline for recognizing this form of hate speech
directed at Jews. 

Countries throughout the world are adopting the IHRA definition of anti-
Semitism, which includes both the age-old hatred targeting Jews, as well as
the more modern venom aimed at Israel as a proxy for Jews.

The inclusion of the newer form of anti-Semitism targeting Israel is criti-
cal for the following reasons:

• On university campuses where anti-Semitism is so prevalent, the pri-
mary form this takes is discrimination aimed at Israel and Jews who support
Israel.

• Anti-Semitism targeting Israel, rather than Jews directly, is more
nefarious, as it is regularly claimed that the attacks are legitimate criticisms
of Israel and often even disguised as Palestinian human-rights expressions,
when in reality the organized movements targeting Israel openly admit that
their goal is to eliminate Israel as a Jewish nation.

What the IHRA definition does is distinguish between legitimate criti-
cisms of Israel that are protected free speech and expressions that cross the
line into unprotected anti-Semitic hate speech. Adoption and implementa-
tion of the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism is as legitimate an anti-dis-
crimination measure as the use of similar laws and regulations that prohibit
other forms of discrimination, including LGBTQ and gender discrimination.

In the United States, the State Department has adopted the IHRA defini-
tion, and the recent  instructs the Department of Education to consider IHRA
when evaluating Title VI Civil Rights Act complaints of discrimination
against federally funded academic institutions and programs.

What is critically missing is acceptance and enforcement in the online and
technology sectors, where anti-Semitism is today most prevalent and
spreads quickest. For instance, we referenced in our report “” an ADL study
that “reported 4.2 million anti-Semitic tweets on Twitter in 2017 alone. This
means that over the course of the study, throughout 2017, an average of
81,400 anti-Semitic tweets were generated per week.”

In our letters to the leading social-media companies, we identify specific
content that violates their own internal hate-speech regulations using the
IHRA definition of anti-Semitism. Examples include comparing Israel’s
legitimate reactions to Palestinian terror with the Nazi regime, as well as
cases calling for Palestine from “(Jordan) River to (Mediterranean) Sea,” a
code for the elimination of the State of Israel.

The United Nations is well-known for applying negative  in their treatment
of Israel. We are concerned that social-media companies are applying a sim-
ilar double standard as far as how they treat anti-Israel anti-Semitism com-
pared to all other forms of hate content.
All of the tools are in place for social-media companies to accurately
define, monitor and remove anti-Semitism from their platforms, and make
the world a safer place. The only thing needed is the will of the online
companies to do so.
Ron Machol is the COO of Zachor Legal Institute, an organization using
the law and activism to combat antisemitism. He can be reached
atron@zachorlegal.org.
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Israel investment news

By BERNIE BELLAN

With everything that’s been happening in
the world this year, one would think that
this might not be the best of times to

think about investment opportunities in Israel.
Yet, as I’m sure you’re aware, for years now

Israeli high-tech start-ups have continued to daz-
zle with their performance - and have attracted
large-scale investments from some of the world’s
foremost investors, including Warren Buffet and
Bill Gates.

Is now a good time to invest in Israel you might
ask yourself?

The answer is there’s probably never been a bet-
ter time.

Until the Coronavirus pandemic took hold
around the world Israeli companies were on pace
to attract more investment capital this year than
any other year - and 2019 had been a record year
for investment in Israel. Over $8 billion had been
invested in 522 different Israeli high-tech compa-
nies last year, which was almost $2 billion more
than had been invested the previous year. It had
been the best year for investment in Israel since
2013. (To give an idea how much investment in
Israeli high-tech has grown in the past ten years,
total investment in that sector was just a little over
$2 billion in 2010.)

As Jews, we can be rightfully proud of how well
Israeli companies have done in recent years. Here
are just some facts of which you might not be
aware:

• In an area roughly the same size as the state of New Jersey, Israel’s pop-
ulation is now over 9 million. 

• Total GDP in 2019 was $410 billion. 
• GDP per capita was $44,474
• Israel has the third most companies listed on the NASDAQ: 250 (after

only the United States and China)
• Tel Aviv is the world’s most important tech sector after Silicon Valley
• Israeli institutions of higher learning are among the world leaders in

producing start-up talent. 
• Israelis have won 12 Nobel Prizes
• In the last 10 years salaries for Israeli professionals working in the high-

tech sector have gone up 300%. As a result, the “brain drain” that had been
seeing so many Israelis leaving for greener pastures, especially Silicon
Valley in the U.S., has been substantially reduced.

Unfortunately, as in almost every other area of the world, economic
growth in Israel has been dealt an enormous blow by the Coronavirus.

The International Monetary Fund predicts that Israel’s growth rate will
shrink by 6.3% in 2020. This will be the first year in 25 years that Israel
will have experienced a negative growth rate.

With all that being said, however, I’ve often wondered how an individual
investor who might not have any specialized background in investing in
Israel might be able to invest in Israeli companies. From time to time I’ve
been approached to write about various Israeli companies. Just recently, for
instance, I wrote about a company called “Waterways”, which was seeking
to expand in Canada.

And, as you might well imagine, being in the media, of late I’ve been
receiving loads of requests from Israeli companies to publicize products
that are related to combating the Coronavirus pandemic. I’ve been reluctant
to do that though, as it would be difficult to decide how to feature certain
companies and not others.

A couple of weeks back though, I was invited to watch a webinar focus-
ing on Israeli technology companies. It was extremely interesting - and it
didn’t involve the promotion of any particular companies, so it wasn’t as if
anyone watching that particular webinar was being directed to invest in
certain companies. As a matter of fact, the facts about Israel that are cited
at the beginning of this article all came from information provided during
that webinar.

At one point toward the end of the webinar, however, I was somewhat
startled to learn that, as much as non-Israeli investors regard Israel as home
to some fabulous investment opportunities, that isn’t the case for many
Israelis themselves.

One of the individuals participating in the webinar was someone by the
name of Tomer Nitzan, who is the presiding officer for the U.S. - Israel
desk of BDO, one of the world’s leading accounting and consulting firms.

Nitzan noted that Canadians have long had a tradition of making major
investments in Israeli companies, including the late David Azraeli of
Montreal, who opened the first ever shopping centre in Israel (and whom I

also had the pleasure of meeting
around the time that the Malha Mall,
also known as the Jerusalem Mall, was
being built), along with many other
shopping centres in Israel; the Koffler
family, which owns the Superpharm
chain in Israel; and the Bronfman fam-
ily, which had owned Koor Industries
until 2016 and now owns large stakes
in several Israeli technology firms.

However, Nitzan noted that, while
foreign investors are often quite will-
ing to risk capital in Israeli companies,
the same can’t be said for large scale
Israeli investment firms themselves.

Here’s how Nitzan explained what he
described as an “anomaly”: “Israeli
employees fund every month huge
amounts of money into their pension
funds, which are run by insurance com-
panies in Israel, so there’s tons of insti-
tutional money in Israel. 

“There’s always a fight with the gov-
ernment, which wants to make them
invest in Israeli tech - because it should
be natural for them. It is happening -
but to a very small extent. It hasn’t hap-
pened on a large scale, and there’s real-
ly no reason.

“The Tel Aviv Stock Exchange has
been very good the past five years for

raising money for American real estate.
“It’s a shame that our (Israelis’) pension money is actually going into

mega U.S. real estate deals”- but hardly at all into Israeli companies them-
selves.

Go figure.

Another one of the participants in the webinar was Ronnie Jaegermann,
(about whom I wrote somewhat in my article about Waterways back in
January). Jaegermann has been especially interested in tapping into the
Canadian investment market when it comes to finding capital for Israeli
companies. During the webinar he noted that over $30 million was raised
in Canada last year for investment in Israeli companies.

Jaegermann also pointed out that most of the funding for companies that
have started up in Israel and require further capital comes from private
sources, not from IPOs (Initial Public Offerings).

But, I got to thinking: Where could an individual investor who wanted to
put some money into Israeli companies go if they weren’t a mega investor,
but were just looking for some good investment opportunities while, at the
same time, doing something good for Israel?

During the webinar to which I referred the name “OurCrowd” came up a
couple of times - with reference to exactly the kind of investment vehicle
about which I was interested in writing.

I Googled “CrowdFund” and here’s what I came up with: “OurCrowd
was started in 2013, driven by the idea that the business of building star-
tups grows bigger and better when the global ‘crowd’ gains access to VC
(Venture Capital)-level investment opportunities.

“Today, OurCrowd is a leading equity crowdfunding platform for invest-
ing in global startups, led by serial entrepreneur Jon Medved and run by a
team of seasoned investment professionals. Offering unprecedented access
to startup investing, individual investors through OurCrowd are fueling
innovations that change the way people work, travel, shop, heal, and con-
duct business. OurCrowd investors participate in these opportunities along-
side VCs and institutional co-investors, at the same terms.”

Now, while OurCrowd doesn’t restrict itself to Israeli investment oppor-
tunities alone, it does invest heavily in Israeli companies.

I spoke with David Shore, Vice President, Investor Relations, for the
Toronto based Canadian division of OurCrowd, to ask how many Israeli
companies have there been to date in which OurCrowd has invested?

Shore told me the answer was “over 200”. He added that the ratio of
investment in Israeli companies to Global companies by CrowdFund was
roughly 50/50

It turns our that OurCrowd is a great vehicle for investing in Israeli start-
ups. The minimum investment required to invest in one particular compa-
ny is only $10,000 US and, if  you want to invest in an OurCrowd fund,
which invests in an array of Israeli companies, the minimum investment is
$50,000US.

There are certain other conditions

There are loads of different ways to invest in Israeli companies these days

(Continued on opposite page.)
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an investor in Canada would need to
meet, however, since OurCrowd in
Canada falls under the jurisdiction of
the Ontario Securities Commission,
which does require that any investor in
a fund such as this needs to meet at
least one of several criteria, including:
a minimum individual income of
$200,000 a year or joint income with a
spouse of at least $300,000; or a net
worth (outside of property owned) of
at least $1 million.

If you meet those criteria, you can
invest in Israeli start-ups through
CrowdFund on a “deal by deal basis”
or in a “venture fund” which invests in
different sectors of the Israeli economy.

Shore noted that recently one of the
venture funds begun by OurCrowd is a $100m “pandemic innovation
fund”. One of the companies that’s in that fund is “the Israeli front runner
for the corona vaccine - MigVax,” he said.

It’s relatively easy to get started with OurCrowd. It can all be done direct-
ly through their website: www.ourcrowd.com, or on the OurCrowd app. I
would suggest that if you are interested in OurCrowd, however, you speak
with David Shore, who can be reached either at
david.shore@ourcrowd.com or at 1-647-777-1430.

Finally, in searching for vehicles through which one might invest in
Israeli companies, I did come across two Exchange Traded Funds which
invest in a wide range of Israeli technology companies. In both cases
though, these funds invest in mature Israeli technology companies that
have all achieved a level of success, not start-ups or mid-growth level com-

panies.
The first ETF is

known as IZRL ARK
Israel Innovative
Technology ETF. It was
started in December
2017 and has enjoyed
22.5% growth since
then.

The other ETF is
known as ITEQ
BlueStar Israel
Technology ETF. It was
created in November
2015 and has enjoyed
89.7% growth since
then.

Both ETFs can be
purchased in Canada
through brokerages,
including the self-
directed branches of
the major Canadian
banks.

So - even though times may be tough for many of us, there are always
individuals who are looking for good investment opportunities. For years
now Israeli companies have enjoyed spectacular success, especially in the
high tech sector (but also in other sectors, such as natural gas). Whether or
not investing in Israeli companies is something that might be of interest to
you, ever since the release of “Start-Up Nation” in 2009, the Israeli invest-
ment scene has caught the attention of millions of investors throughout the
world. Now, with a range of investment opportunities in Israel that are
available to even small investors, it would be possible to benefit from that
small country’s prodigious intellectual capital.

‘Defiance’ is the best heroic Jews vs. Nazis inspiration that Netflix has to offer

Social distancing and staying inside is hard.
Thankfully, accessing good things to watch dur-
ing this time is not. This is one more in a series
of columns JTA has been running on Jewish
movies and TV shows that you should stream in
quarantine.

Defiance
Streams on: Netflix
Family friendly? No

(JTA) — The mid-to-late aughts saw a run of
films that featured Jewish characters, for lack of
a better description, kicking ass.

In 2005, there was Steven Spielberg’s
“Munich,” about the Israeli government’s plot
to get vengeance for the 1972 Olympics terrorist
killings. It was famously the subject of a mono-
logue by Seth Rogen in “Knocked Up,” about
how “every movie with Jews, we’re the ones
getting killed — Munich flips it on its ear.”

There was also “You Don’t Mess With the Zohan” in 2008, Adam
Sandler’s cheeky Mossad agent comedy, and “Inglourious Basterds” in
2009, Quentin Tarantino’s revisionist history caper involving lots of blood
and Jews blowing up Hitler.

In between those last two films came 2008’s “Defiance,” another film
featuring Jewish survival, which also at times entailed violence against
Nazis. It’s an inspirational watch during these tough times, and it’s avail-
able to stream on Netflix.

“Defiance,” directed by veteran Jewish filmmaker Edward Zwick, was a
different kind of Holocaust film. At one point, a Soviet soldier says to the
protagonist Tuvia Bielski (played by the non-Jewish Daniel Craig): “But
Jews do not fight.”

“These Jews do,” he replies.
The film told the story of the Bielski partisans, a Jewish group that spent

much of World War II fighting the Nazis, rescuing surviving Jews and shel-
tering them in the Naliboki forest, in what is now Belarus. They also raid-
ed area farms for food. In the process, they killed quite a few Nazis.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yw6Rwum7zcU
By the end of the war, the Bielskis’ community consisted of more than a

thousand people. Similarly to the finale of “Schindler’s List,” “Defiance”
ends with text telling the viewer that the descendants of those who survived
the Bielskis’ camp today number in the tens of thousands.

The movie, which Zwick co-wrote with Clayton Frohman, was adapted
from “Defiance: The Bielski Partisans,” Nechama Tec’s nonfiction book
from 1993. The film was released on New Year’s Eve in 2008 to qualify for
awards consideration, before rolling out wide in early 2009.

The Bielski partisans were led by four
brothers of that name: Tuvia (Craig), Zus
(Liev Schreiber), Asael (Jamie Bell) and
Aron (George MacKay, from “1917”). The
cast also included Mark Feuerstein, Iben
Hjejle (from “High Fidelity”) and a very
young Mia Wasikowska.

It’s a story of triumph among a great
deal of tragedy. Characters are frequently
given the news that loved ones have died,
while there’s also a great deal of bickering
and even physical fighting among the
brothers and others in the camp. The parti-
sans also reference their biblical forebears.

“To you, this is not a gun,” Asael (Bell)
says at one point. “To you, it is Bar
Kochba’s spear. It is Samson’s jawbone. It
is Ehud’s sword. It is the slingshot young
David used to bring down the monster

Goliath.”

At one point, footage of a Jewish wedding celebration is intercut with
that of a firefight, a much better execution of a similar idea that Spielberg
used at the end of “Munich.”

The Bielskis are mostly played by non-Jewish actors; of the four, only
Liev Schrieber — whose mother is Jewish — has any Jewish ancestry.
Another ironic aspect of the “Jews kicking ass” subgenre was that both
“Defiance” and “Munich” cast Daniel Craig, who is not exactly the most
intuitive choice to play a Jewish character.

“He joked about that, actually, during the film,” Zwick, the director of
“Defiance,” said in an interview last year. “The funny thing about Daniel
[is], Daniel’s father was a Tommy in World War II, in the British Army, and
was involved in the liberation of Bergen-Belsen. So he might have had a
particular affinity for it.”

“Defiance” wasn’t a big critical or box office hit. The film’s lone
Academy Award nomination was for James Newton Howard’s original
score, which was also recognized by the Golden Globes. But it has endured
as a compelling and exciting story of historical Jewish heroism.

While Tarantino took flack for depicting Jews as brutal, R-rated killers,
“Defiance” is remembered as a kind of foil to “Inglourious Basterds” —
the “realistic” Jews-killing-Nazis movie, one that stuck much closer to
actual history, while also adding an element of familial dynamics and bib-
lical inspiration.

But if you’re also just in the mood for some guilt-free footage of Jews
shooting back at their oppressors while in quarantine, Netflix is waiting.

(Continued from page 6.)

DAVID SHORE
Vice President of “OurCrowd”,
which enables small investors to

invest in Israeli “start-ups”

TOMER NITZAN
presides over Israel desk of BDO.

Nitzan explained that Israeli pension
money is heavily invested in U.S. real
estate, rather than Israeli companies,
leaving Israeli companies searching

for capital overseas. 

DANIEL CRAIG (left) and LIV SCRHEIBER, play-
ing the real-life Bielski brothers, starred in the 2008
film, “Defiance”.
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COVID-19

By STEPHEN SILVER
(JTA) — The coronavirus pandemic has

done something that no war, natural disaster
or other calamity has been able to do for more
than 50 years: It’s put a stop to stage perfor-
mances of “Fiddler on the Roof.”

The current North American tour of
“Fiddler” was halted on March 13, a day
before Broadway went dark. The last show of
that tour before the cancellation, in a wild
coincidence, was at Detroit’s Fisher Theatre,
the very same venue where “Fiddler” was per-
formed for the first time ever, in July 1964,
before its Broadway debut in September.

A planned three-city tour of China of the
buzzed-about Yiddish version by the National
Yiddish Theater Folksbiene’s “Fiddler” company, which had been sched-
uled for April and May, also was called off. So were numerous other pro-
fessional and amateur productions around the world, as in-person shows
have been wiped out by social distancing guidelines.

The musical, based on Sholem Aleichem’s tales of Teyve the Dairyman,
has been a beloved mainstay of the American musical theater canon  since
its Broadway debut 56 years ago. With music by Jerry Bock, lyrics by
Sheldon Harnick and book by Joseph Stein, the show’s themes of family
intergenerational conflict and religious persecution are considered so uni-
versal that “Fiddler” has been performed all over the globe — even in
places where Jewish culture is virtually or completely nonexistent.

In a sign of its continual appeal, a second Hollywood film adaptation was
recently announced.

The phenomenon may still be surprising to understand for some, since
the show’s setting and milieu is so Jewish: It takes place in a fictional shtetl
called Anatevka around the turn of the 20th century, and is full of Jewish
customs and traditions. Some backers of the original musical believed it
would be “too Jewish” for tourists to enjoy and comprehend.

But that hasn’t been the case. “Fiddler” has been performed extensively
in Japan, for instance, where a producer once told Harnick that the story is
“so Japanese.”

“Hamilton” creator Lin-Manuel Miranda is just one of the show’s many
prominent non-Jewish fans. He famously performed some of the music at
his own wedding.

“What is that that makes it speak in so many languages?” Broadway leg-
end Joel Grey, who directed the Yiddish version of “Fiddler” that ran Off
Broadway for nearly two years, asked in a documentary from last year
titled “Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles.” “Everybody thinks that it’s about
them.”

“Fiddler” is so popular internationally that it’s often been said that the
show has been performed at least once somewhere in the world every day
for years. The “Miracle of Miracles” documentary takes that idea a step
further, stating on its concluding title card that “ever since ‘Fiddler on the
Roof’ opened on Broadway on Sept. 22, 1964, the show has been per-
formed every day somewhere around the world.”

All that may or may not be accurate, but the “since 1964” part most cer-
tainly isn’t. What is known, however, is that the complete absence of
“Fiddler” productions is unprecedented.

“We have always said that based on its popularity and its universal
appeal, ‘Fiddler’ has a performance every day somewhere in the world,”
said John Prignano, chief operating officer for Music Theatre International,
or MTI, the rights holder for “Fiddler.” “Unfortunately, as you can imagine
during this unfortunate time, that’s no longer true.”

Prignano said that “[we] understand that there are no performances any-
where in the world at the moment.”

He added that MTI does not have documentation of every single perfor-
mance and day that the show has or hasn’t been performed.

“Though it’s hard (maybe impossible) to verify, that is one of those things
that sounds like it should be true — and if it’s not true, it’s likely close to
true,” said Alisa Solomon, the author of the 2014 book “Wonder of
Wonders: A Cultural History of ‘Fiddler on the Roof,'” of the claim that
“Fiddler” has been performed every day.

Solomon added that in her reporting for the book, she was told by MTI
that there were “several hundred” licensed productions of “Fiddler” in the
year 2012, “from Panama City to Klaipeda,” and that that’s not counting
unauthorized productions. Solomon’s book refers to “probably more local
productions than the licensing agency can count — more than it even
knows about.”

The claim that the consecutive run dates all the way back to 1964 is
tougher to prove.

“It can’t be true if you’re starting in 1964 because it would have taken a
while for such popularity to be achieved, and there would not have been
rival professional productions while Zero Mostel and Herschel Bernardi
were performing on Broadway,” said Stephen Whitfield, a retired

American studies professor at Brandeis University.
Whitfield authored an essay titled “Fiddling With
Sholom Aleichem: A History of Fiddler on the
Roof” in 2003’s “Key Texts in American Jewish
Culture.”

In addition, it’s very likely that the 1964 produc-
tion took a day off each week, as most Broadway
shows do, which right then would have ended the
streak.

It’s possible that over five decades there may have
been a day here, or a week there, without a
“Fiddler” performance. It is pretty clear, however,
that the past few months have constituted the
longest extended period without an ongoing
“Fiddler” production since sometime in the 1960s.

When will we see “Fiddler on the Roof” on stage
again? Like so much these days, it’s unclear. Much will depend on when
certain areas reopen and whether theater venues are included in those
reopenings. Some of the North American tour’s canceled dates have been
rescheduled for the fall or next year, as have some regional productions.

Even with no live performances, amateur productions of “Fiddler” have
found a way.

The Milton Gottesman Jewish Day School in Washington, D.C., was
planning a production for this spring, but instead put together a unique “vir-
tual” production of the show in which the middle schoolers performed at
home, with the videos edited into a full production. At the end of April, the
cast shared a Zoom call with Zalmen Mlotek, the music supervisor of the
Yiddish version, in which he shared stories, sang songs and even said he
would record a song for use in the show.

The high school theater department at Montezuma-Cortez High School in
Cortez, Colorado, had been scheduled to perform a production of “Fiddler”
this spring. But when it became clear in early March that school was shut-
ting down and the planned production would not take place, the dress
rehearsal was filmed, according to The Journal, a local newspaper. The
footage of that production was streamed live on YouTube on May 8.

Similar scenarios have played out elsewhere. The Polytechnic School in
Pasadena, California, also streamed the production of its dress rehearsal on
May 8, as did Haldane High School in Cold Spring, New York, the
Highlands Current reported, on the last weekend in April. The list goes on.

At its heart, a large piece of the “Fiddler” story is about dealing with gen-
erational and cultural change — something that COVID-19 has wrought in
spades. Miranda sounded prophetic talking about the musical for the
“Miracle of Miracles” documentary.

“In moments of great upheaval, ‘Fiddler’ is always going to seem rele-
vant because the world is changing faster than we can understand,” the
Tony winner said. “And we look to our traditions to guide us and some-
times they fail us.”

He added that “in Anatevka, things have been done the same way for
thousands of years, but what happens when the outside world is saying you
can’t live here anymore? And that’s what the show’s about, and it’s intense-
ly accessible because we are going through times of great change and great
upheaval.”

Some believe ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ was staged somewhere in the world
every day since the ’60s. COVID-19 ended that.

Brazilian pastor and congregants pray for
another Holocaust

By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
June 19, 2020 (JTA) — A Brazilian pastor prayed to God to “destroy the

Jews like vermin” and bring about a second Holocaust during a sermon in
Rio de Janeiro.

“Massacre the Jews, God, hit them with your sword, for they have left
God, they have left the nations,” Pastor Tupirani da Hora Lores shouted at
dozens of congregants earlier this month at his Geracao Jesus Cristo
church, a recording of the event shows. His congregants are heard repeat-
ing his words passionately.

“They contrived, went with prostitutes, and when they were told to
repent they said they’d do it but they lied,” the pastor said, possibly in ref-
erence to the forced conversions to Christianity during the Inquisition.

“God, what you have done in World War II, you must do again, this is
what we ask for in our prayers to you: Justice, justice, justice!” da Hora
Lores shouted at his church, a small and radical evangelical congregation.

Sinagoga Sem Fronteiras, a network of Jewish communities in Brazil,
filed a complaint for incitement against da Hora Lores with federal police,
which said they were looking into the case.

“With each complaint and lawsuit, in each state, we aim to publicize the
offenses and actions taken against offenders so that people will start think-
ing twice before taking such actions,” Rabbi Gilberto Ventura, the Sao
Pauolo-based founder of Sinagoga Sem Fronteiras, told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency.



(June 19, 2020 /
JNS) If you listen to
Anthony Blinken, Iran
shouldn’t celebrate the
possibility that his boss,
former Vice President
Joe Biden, will become
the next president.
Blinken, deputy secre-

tary of state in the Obama administration, is
Biden’s chief foreign-policy adviser, and in recent
, he has tried to pour cold water on the notion that
a Democratic victory in November will be a god-
send to Tehran. But you don’t have to read too far
between the lines to know that the ayatollahs
aren’t exactly worried about how tough Biden
will be on them.

For the past two years, some prominent
Democrats have been sending advice to Iran’s
leaders asking them for patience. In May of 2018,
The Boston Globe first  that Blinken’s former
boss, former Secretary of State John Kerry, had
been conferring with his former negotiating partner, Iranian Foreign
Minister Javad Zarif. The pair spent their time together “strategizing” about
how to “wait out” the Trump administration until a Democrat was elected
in 2020.

The point of that effort was to reassure the Iranians that if they could just
hold on until January 2021, a new president would bring the United States
back into the nuclear deal negotiated by Kerry. At that point, the tough eco-
nomic sanctions that President Donald Trump had reimposed on Tehran
would be lifted, and the rapproche-
ment with the Islamist regime that
had been the signature foreign-poli-
cy achievement of President Barack
Obama would be restored.

Kerry’s promise, which, had it
been conducted by someone who
was not a darling of the mainstream
press would be condemned as collu-
sion with a hostile foreign power, is
looking like it may become a reality.
If you believe the , Biden is now
favored to defeat Trump and, for all
intents of purposes, give Obama the
third term he thought he would have
when Hillary Clinton was his desig-
nated successor in 2016.

Nevertheless, Blinken is trying to persuade centrist voters, and especial-
ly Jewish Democrats, that the assumption that Biden’s presidency will
merely be a rerun of Obama is a mistake, especially when it concerns Iran.

Blinken, an early favorite to be the next National Security Advisor, as
well as a possibility to head the State Department, has sounded a moderate
note on Iran. He has been trying to distract from Kerry’s assurances and
instead assert that lifting the sanctions on Iran will not be among the top
priorities on a Biden “To Do” list next January.

According to Blinken, a putative Biden administration will keep the sanc-
tions in place until Iran ceases its violations of the nuclear deal. That will,
in effect, restore the situation to the status quo of January 2017 when
Trump took office.

That makes sense to the foreign-policy establishment and the rest of the
chattering classes who are anticipating the restoration of the Democratic
ancien regime with the fervor of members of France’s Bourbon dynasty
after Napoleon was defeated at Waterloo.

According to Blinken, all of the trouble with Iran is solely the fault of
Trump and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who have sought to force the
Islamist regime to renounce its funding of international terrorism and ille-
gal missile-building, as well as to give up their hopes for a nuclear weapon.

The sanctions have done much to curtail Iran’s efforts to spread terror via
proxy groups like Hezbollah and the Houthis, with many of its auxiliaries
publicly complaining that they are being starved of funds to the financial
hardships Trump has imposed on Tehran. The campaign of “maximum

pressure” has fueled dissent
inside Iran’s repressive
society and made the
regime’s hold on power
shakier than ever. If Trump
is given the chance to keep
squeezing the Iranians,
inevitably they will have lit-
tle choice but to start nego-
tiating a new agreement that
would make the world safer.

Blinken, however, argues
that the U.S. withdrawal
from the nuclear deal has
given the Iranians the

excuse they were looking for
to violate its loose terms and
to return to activities that
bring it closer to achieving
their nuclear ambitions.

By making them return to
observing the deal, Blinken says it will eliminate the danger of a quick
Iranian “breakout” to a nuclear weapon. At that point, he argues, the United
States will have the support of its Western allies, and even Russia and
China, to begin renegotiating the nuclear pact to make it tougher.

While that sounds sensible, it’s exactly what Iran wants.
Biden and Blinken’s tacit acknowledgment that another deal is necessary

betrays the fallacy at the heart of their proposed return to Obama’s strate-
gy.

Iran was not only
enriched and empowered
by the nuclear deal; its
leaders also knew that their
tough bargaining against
men like Obama, Kerry
and Blinken, who were
desperate for a deal at any
price, gave them all they
needed. Contrary to
Obama’s campaign
promises when he ran for
re-election in 2012 pledg-
ing to eliminate Iran’s
nuclear program, Tehran
retained its nuclear infra-
structure and advanced
research capability.

The deal also came with sunset provisions that ensured that within 10 to
15 years, all of the restrictions on their program would disappear, giving
the ayatollahs a legal path to the ultimate weapon.

Should Biden lift sanctions, even after Iran returns to the provisions of
Obama’s agreement, it will eliminate any leverage the West might have to
force the rewriting of the deal to drop the sunset provisions. A restoration
of the status quo doesn’t eliminate the threat of an Iranian nuke; it guaran-
tees they will get one in the next decade.

In the wake of recent revelations from John Bolton, Trump’s former
national security advisor, there’s been a lot of focus in the last week on the
president’s foreign-policy missteps. But on Iran, Trump and Pompeo effec-
tively refuted Obama’s assumptions that the only choice there was appease-
ment or war, which Bolton seemed to favor. By avoiding being goaded into
a military confrontation with Tehran, Trump has steadily increased the
pressure on the regime and made it possible to head off Iran’s quest for
regional hegemony and force them to give up the victories Obama handed
them.

Far from worrying about Biden being tougher than Obama, the Iranians
seem to be heeding Kerry’s advice about simply waiting out Trump. Biden
and his adviser may think that can lead to a safer Middle East, but the
moment they lift sanctions, Iran’s entry into the list of nuclear powers will
be assured.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS—Jewish News Syndicate.
Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.
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Analysis

Return to the status quo on Iran nukes isn’t enough
Biden’s adviser says he will keep sanctions in place until Iran returns to the nuclear deal. 

But merely restoring an agreement that gave Tehran a path to a weapon won’t work.

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

U.S. President Barack Obama talks with Vice President Joe
Biden, National Security Advisor Tom Donilon (center) and
Biden's National Security Advisor Tony Blinken (left) in the Oval
Office on Nov. 4, 2010. 

Credit: Official White House Photo by Pete Souza.

Iran was not only enriched and empowered by
the nuclear deal; its leaders also knew that their
tough bargaining against men like Obama, Kerry
and Blinken, who were desperate for a deal at any
price, gave them all they needed. Contrary to
Obama’s campaign promises when he ran for re-
election in 2012 pledging to eliminate Iran’s
nuclear program, Tehran retained its nuclear
infrastructure and advanced research capability.
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Business news

Reimaging manufacturing & supply chains in a post-COVID economy
Ed. note: This is the second in a series we asked

student Jon Van Der Veen to write for us about
local businesspeople who belong to the Jewish
Business Network in an effort to understand how
different individuals are dealing with the effects of
the pandemic on their businesses.

To further under-
stand the eco-
nomic effects of

the novel coronavirus
and the shutdown, The
Jewish Post & News
has reached out to sev-
eral business owners in
the community to get

their stories. One of those who responded to our
invitation to tell us how the pandemic has affect-
ed his business is Benjamin Isakov, the CEO and
business coach at Congruent Clarity.

Congruent Clarity is a business consultancy firm which provides its
clients with professional training and assistance in managing their small to
medium sized company and supports the development of strategies to
streamline production, reduce waste, emphasize efficiency, and grow.
Benjamin Isakov, an Israeli immigrant, has decades of experience working
with supply management chains and quality assurance, helping to plan,
maintain and source the proper materials for companies engaged in heavy
industry, such as Brunswick Steel and Versatile Inc. Now, Benjamin is
passing on his knowledge to his many clients at Congruent Clarity through
one-on-one, group, and online executive coaching.  

I asked Isakov what he perceived to be the most significant issues cur-
rently facing businesses as a result of the pandemic-induced shutdown? I
noted that many small businesses are now experiencing severe cash flow
problems

Isakov responded: “Cash flow is indeed a big problem right now and
there is no way around it if you want to keep your old business model
working.” 

He continued with a real-life situation:   “So, I have two clients, and what
we did with them to start was to list their skills and capacity that they have
in their business in a brainstorm session and see how they could apply the
capacity they have into a new reality. For example, some brewers and
brewhouses started to produce hand sanitizer solutions. It’s about using the
capacity that you already have to produce something that is in high demand
in the market.” 

Isakov  explainined  that, in this current economic climate, companies
need to adjust their manufacturing base to shift production from luxury
goods and non-essential amenities into more utilitarian products which are
in higher demand. To further demonstrate this concept, he provided me
with an example of one such transition: a local print metal shop started to
produce small metal brackets that attach to the bottom of doors, enabling
them to be opened by a foot –an inventive measure to help avoid the spread
of the novel Coronavirus. 

The objective for many local businesses should no longer be maximizing
output, but instead, maximizing the efficiency and flexibility of their pro-
duction. Moreover, as large multi-national corporations have increasingly
globalized, they have been able to manufacture their products at cheaper
rates and in greater quantities by utilizing long supply chains. These net-
works begin with mineral resource extraction in Africa where labour costs
and standards are low; then, the manufacturing happens in East-Asia where
the population has high skill levels but still retains cheap production costs;
finally, the goods ship to Western countries, such as the United States and
Canada, where generations of great prosperity have created consumption-
driven economies. 

As a result, in the last couple of decades, it has become futile for small—
medium sized businesses to compete in large-scale manufacturing, espe-
cially since these huge multi-national conglomerates can afford to operate
at a much lower cost and push the ‘little guy’ out. However, these long sup-
ply chains also come with several downsides which have been both
exposed and exacerbated by the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. 

Although bisecting the manufacturing industry with the consumer base
has lowered costs for the consumer and increased corporate profits, this
process makes global supply chains more vulnerable because there is an
increased number of contact points along the chain for interference and
failure. For example, when Covid-19 forced many manufactories in China
to close, there were cascading effects for suppliers - who were no longer
able to source products. 

As a result,  Isakov favours repatriating some of our manufacturing base.
He said, “We need to keep local economies healthy by keeping at least a
percentage of production in the country so that in cases like today we have
the capacity to ramp up production. So, I would say –if I was in a leader-

ship position– that we need to keep at least fifty percent of
quantity for any type of production within the country.” 

He  gave a very pertinent example: “So, with safety
masks - if you don’t have production at home you have
nothing to ramp up. If you have such a machine working at
thirty percent capacity making 100,000 masks every eight
hours you can increase that to meet demand. But if you
don’t have the capacity, you are at the mercy of other coun-
tries and have to rely upon them.” 

Indeed, across Canada, the United States and the
European Union, there were widespread shortages of surgi-
cal masks at the onset of the pandemic. Moreover, when
Canada eventually imported Chinese masks, the Globe and
Mail reported that “about one million of the face masks it
has purchased from China have failed to meet proper stan-
dards for health care professionals and will not be distrib-
uted to provinces or cities.” 

Although I recognize the downsides of globalized supply chains and
shared many of Benjamin’s concerns, I pressed him to explain how Canada
could actualize the repatriation of strategic industries? 

Benjamin responded: “We can subsidize some of this industry in the
country or make tariffs to make outside products more expensive …
Businessmen will not do something just because; they need to have an
incentive.” 

He continued to explain that there are many benefits if you shop locally
at small stores, and although this is more expensive, the government can
create the conditions to source locally. A healthy local economy will help
create more jobs and wealth; Benjamin stated that if you buy from a small
retailer, approximately 68 cents recirculate in the community, whereas if
you buy from a big domestic retailer, only 43 cents stay.

I suggested to Isakov that consumers must accept  short-term increasse in
price for the sake of long-term growth. 

Benjamin concurred and gave me an uneasy prediction that without more
drastic government intervention the fallout of the pandemic will send
shockwaves throughout the Canadian economy for the next six-ten months,
especially in sectors such as heavy industry, retail, and real estate.
Moreover, Canadians are sleepwalking into a more significant crisis if we
do not address the fundamental economic issues. There are points of no
return, and for many companies that is fast approaching. Small businesses
are already operating on slim profit margins, so the government’s response
to the crisis by providing relatively low-interest loans is both inadequate,
and a short-term fix.

By

JON VAN DER VEEN

BENJAMIN ISAKOV
CEO and business 

coach at Congruent Clarity

Israel Philharmonic Orchestra to perform
free online concert

June 19, 2020
JERUSALEM (JTA)
— The Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra
will offer a free concert
available online as part
of a virtual fundraising
gala to help overcome
losses due to COVID-
19.

The concert will take
place Sunday, June 28,
beginning at 1pm
Central time.

Academy Award-winning actress Helen Mirren will host the event.
Registration is required to receive the link.

The program includes short performances by the orchestra’s new con-
ductor, Lahav Shani, orchestra musicians and friends of the orchestra
including Pinchas Zukerman and Amanda Forsyth, Yefim Bronfman,
Itzhak Perlman, Evgeny Kissin, András Schiff, Gil Shaham, Chen Reiss
and Martin Frost.

“By making our virtual gala free and available everywhere, we hope to
bring healing to those who need it, as well as share feelings of unity cour-
tesy of classical music and the IPO,” Danielle Ames Spivak, executive
director of the American Friends of the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, said
in a statement.

The orchestra’s concert hall has remained silent since the start of the
coronavirus pandemic some three months ago. Israel is set to open up cul-
tural venues with restrictions next week.

Registration can be done here: https://www.afipo.org/event/ipo-
global-gala/

Israel Philharmonic Orchestra



By MYRON LOVE

On June 20, Rita Chabelski celebrated her
100th birthday.  To commemorate the
momentous occasion, the members of

Faith Temple, a Christian Zionist congregation in
Winnipeg led by Pastor Rudy Fidel,  raised more
than $1,000 from church members to help support
Emunah Women Israel’s  Maayan Rivka Goldene
Age Restaurant in Petach Tikva. 

The restaurant provides social engagement
opportunities for elderly individuals – many of
whom  came to Israel as refugees and Holocaust
survivors - who are often widowed and isolated,
with no family or loved ones to care for them. The
program was set-up as a “Restaurant”- instead of
a “Soup Kitchen,”  specifically to assure a level of
independence and dignity for the participants. If
they are able to, diners pay a token cost for their
meals and any social activity in which they par-
ticipate– a policy which allows for a sense of
independence and pride among the seniors. 

Some readers may remember Rita Chabelski
by another name.  For most of her more than 35 years as the balabus at the
Chesed Shel Emes, our community’s non-profit Jewish funeral chapel, she
was known as Rita Eryk.  Her successor and current executive director,
Rena Boroditsky, remembers her as very well-organized and a meticulous
office manager.

As with so many Holocaust survivors who came to Winnipeg after the
war, Rita Chabelski’s life story began in Warsaw.  Her daughter, Lucy
Manusovich Lipari, relates that her mother walked out of the Warsaw
Ghetto with a friend in 1940 – at the urging of her mother and sister, head-
ing east.  Rita walked over 1,000 miles, eventually coming to Siberia,
where she spent the last couple of years of the war in a labour camp.

“She never talked much about the war,” says Lipari.  “She probably
wanted to forget.”

After the war, an organization helping refugees sent her back to Poland,
where she met her first husband (and Lucy Lipari’s father), Jacob
Manusovich.  Finding no other family members still alive in Poland, the
couple moved on to Germany and Duppel Centre, the largest displaced per-
sons camp in the American Zone in Berlin. That was where their daughter
was born.

The family came to Winnipeg in 1948.  Both Jacob and Rita had family
already here.  Rita’s cousins were the Perlovs – also Holocaust survivors –
while Jacob’s relatives were the Warkov and Tauber Families.

The family arrived here in December.  Lucy Lipari recalls her mother
commenting that the temperature in Halifax when they got off the boat felt
colder than Siberia.

Rita and Jacob struggled for the first few years in Winnipeg until they
were hired to work at the Chesed Shel Emes some time in the 1950s.  “We
lived upstairs while I was growing
up,” Lipari recounts.  “When I was old
enough to start dating, we moved to
Garden City.”

Jacob died in 1968 at the age of 61.
“He suffered from rheumatoid arthri-
tis, a result of what he went through in
the war,” Lucy says. 

Rita became Mrs. Eryk  (the name
by which I first knew her) after marry-
ing a fellow by the name of Boris
Eryk.  That marriage was short-lived –
ending in divorce.

In 1983, she married for the third
time.  Michael Chabelski was also
from Poland.  For many years, he
operated a small coin and stamp store
on Donald next to the Metropolitan
theatre.  From what Lucy Lipari
describes, they had a happy marriage.
She travelled quite a bit after she
retired from the Chesed in the mid-
1990s.

After Michael’s passing in 2003,
Rita remained in their home on
Rupertsland Blvd.  Lipari and family
moved Rita to the Middlechurch
Home ten years ago.    

“We tried to move her to the Simkin
Centre,” Lipari says, “but she wanted

to stay where she
was.  She is comfort-
able at Middle-
church.  A number of
the staff speak Polish
and her Polish now is
better than her English.”

Rudy and Gina Fidel got to know Rita and Michael Chabelski through
mutual friends and have stayed in touch with Rita.  The Fidels have led
numerous trips to Israel over the years.  In 2003, Rita went with them to
Israel.

“That was the first time that she had been to Israel,” Rudy says.  “Rita
was the most active person in our group.  She wanted to see everything.”

Lucy notes that her own search of the Yad Vashem website about 15 years
ago found one of her mother’s cousins living in California.  “She last saw
this cousin in 1939,” Lucy notes.

“My mother loved to walk. She walked everywhere.
“She also liked trying new recipes.”

Lipari herself left Winnipeg after high school for Harvard and New York
University.  About 25 years ago, she and her husband Rick, moved to
Florida. 

Until recently, Rita would spend every winter with her daughter and fam-
ily, and Lucy and Rick would visit Rita in Winnipeg in the summers.
Because of COVID restrictions, the family is unable to be with Rita to cel-
ebrate her 100th birthday but, Lipari notes, Middlechurch staff arranged for
mother and daughter to spend some face time on line on mother’s day.

And Rudy and Gina Fidel were scheduled to pay Rita a visit the day
before her birthday.
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Christian Zionist churches raise funds for seniors’ program in Israel in
celebration of Winnipeg Holocaust survivor’s 100th birthday
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By BERNIE BELLAN

The McDonald’s Leadership Award is
awarded to 16 students (eight boys and
eight girls) annually who “demonstrate

exceptional leadership in high school sport,
school, and community involvement while also
maintaining a minimum of 75% average.”

McDonald’s awards each recipient a $1,000
scholarship.

This year, for the first time ever, a Gray
Academy student is among the 16 recipients of
the award. Seventeen-year-old Dylan Kagan,
who graduated from Gray Academy this year,
demonstrated outstanding credentials in being
selected for the award.

Not only did Dylan maintain a 93% grade
point average in Grade 12, he excelled in two
different sports throughout his high school years:
basketball and Ultimate (a sport that has become
especially popular among under-30s and which
involves throwing and catching a frisbee on a
team). As well, Dylan found time to create a pro-
gram called Project 2020 when he was Bar
Mitzvah’d whereby basketballs were donated to
inner city youth. He has continued to preside
over that program and, to date, over 600 basket-
balls have been donated.

The son of Kori (Brown) and Jamie Kagan,
one might say that Dylan comes by his athletic
prowess honestly, as his father Jamie has been
the athletic director at Gray Academy for years.

But, in speaking first with Kori, then Jamie,
and finally Dylan himself, I was surprised to
learn that up until Grade 5 Dylan didn’t have
much interest in sports at all. According to his
father Jamie, Dylan was primarily interested in
video games - until Jamie decided he was going
to get Dylan involved in sports - whether he
wanted to or not.

“I was playing video games all the time,”
Dylan agrees.

It was in Grade 5 that Jamie put Dylan into a
basketball program. At that point, Dylan says, “I
found a passion for sports.”

“I basically forced him,” Jamie says. “Then,”
he continues, “in Grade 6 Dylan made the Junior Bisons.” (The Junior Bisons are a club team that
plays other clubs. Players are grouped according to age and play teams with players of the same age.
Jamie explains that the Junior Bisons have traditionally had the strongest teams at any age level.)

“That  (making the Junior Bisons) was kind of a turning point for me,” Dylan explains. “It’s when
I began to take sports seriously.” 

Because the Junior Bisons have traditionally had such strong teams at every age level, starting from
a young age Dylan was fortunate to be able to travel in both Canada and the U.S. to participate in
tournaments. He says he’s been “to Nebraska, Ohio, Minneapolis” and elsewhere in Canada as well
over the years, playing basketball.

Beginning in Grade 11 though, Dylan concentrated on playing basketball
for Gray Academy alone. 

According to Jamie, Gray Academy has long had a tradition of strong bas-
ketball teams. “Dylan was part of our three-time AAA champion provincial
basketball team - which, without COVID, would have been four-time this
year.”

As well, Dylan was a second-team high school all-star basketball player
in the entire province in Grade 11 last year. “Not a lot of Grade 11’s get that
honour,” Jamie points out.

“He’s a very smart player,” Jamie notes. At 6’ 2” Dylan might be consid-
ered tall, but among elite basketball players of his age, he would be con-
sidered average height. His position, Jamie said, was as a “small forward”.

While he still continued to play basketball - for both the Junior Bisons and
Gray Academy, when he was in Grade 11 Dylan decided to concentrate
more on Ultimate.
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Gray Academy grad Dylan Kagan first ever Gray Academy
student to be given “McDonald’s Leadership Award”

DYLAN (in black uniform) leaping for a fris-
bee in a game of Ultimate

Continued on opposite page. See “Dylan Kagan”.

17-year-old DYLAN KAGAN



“Our Gray Academy Ultimate team
is an extremely strong group,” Jamie
observes. “They’ve always been in the
top two or three in the province every
year. They finished third in the
Canadian high school national champi-
onship last year - second in the
province. Dylan was a huge part of
that.”

Starting in Grade 8, Dylan was play-
ing on the provincial Ultimate team.
“He was playing with kids in Grades
11 and 12,” Jamie observes. 

“This year he made the under-20
national team” that would have gone
on to represent Canada in Sweden in
the world championship - which,
“unfortunately was canceled,” Jamie
adds.

I asked Dylan when he started to play
Ultimate?

“It was in Grade 5,” he answers - “the same
year I started to play basketball.”

I wondered whether he was tall as a kid - and
whether maybe that gave him an edge that
allowed him to excel at sports.

“I’ve always been decently average,” he sug-
gests, “up until about Grade 9 or 10, when I had
a real growth spurt.”

Outside of school, Dylan has been Athletic
Council Chair at Gray Academy for the past cou-
ple of years, which is something that involved
him in planning athletic activities and fundrais-
ers.

When he was in Grades 7 and 8, Basketball
Manitoba featured Dylan on its posters when it
was raising money for inner city basketball pro-
grams. When he was Bar Mitzvah’d, Dylan had
the idea to donate money from his Bar Mitzvah
to purchase basketballs for inner city youth - and
he’s been raising money for that cause every
year since. 

“He’s helped to raise money to donate over
600 basketballs,” Jamie says.

As well, Dylan started a tournament hosted at
Gray Academy for students in Grades 6, 7, and
8, called the “Raider Rumbles Tournament”. 

The fee for the tournament is one basketball
from each player who participates. That’s one of
the ways he’s been able to donate 600 basket-
balls.

“We host SJR (St. John’s Ravenscourt) every
year; we host a team from Kenora,” Dylan says.

On top of all that Dylan volunteers at the West
Broadway Youth Centre in a program called
“Boys World” – which is a drop-in program for
inner city youth.

One other interesting aspect to Dylan’s years
of volunteering is that last year he was co-win-
ner of the Bert Knazan Award at the Rady JCC
Sports Dinner. (His co-winner, by the way, was

Lauren Cogan, whom we profiled in our June 10
issue.) The award is presented “to a male and
female Jewish teen athlete who has demonstrat-
ed athletic excellence, good sportsmanship, fair
play and displayed consideration for others.”

Something else about Jamie Kagan that might
help to explain Dylan’s excellent scholastic
achievement: As well as being athletic director
at Gray Academy, Jamie Kagan teaches math
and science at the school (something he’s been
doing for 25 years, he tells me, going back to his
days at Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate on Matheson
Avenue).

Jamie adds that for  the past two years, in a
national math competition for students in Grades
7 and 8, students from Gray Academy have not
only finished first in Manitoba, “our Grade 8’s,
this year, placed first in all of Canada.”

“When Dylan was growing up, he was number
one in Manitoba in Grades 6, 7, and 8,” Jamie
notes - “and in the top 10 in Canada.”

Consistent with his acumen in math, Dylan
tells me that once he enters the Asper School he
eventually hopes to become an actuary. (I tell
him that’s a very good choice, as the two careers
that hold the highest guarantees of employment
are actuary and mortician.)

As disappointing as
it must have been for
Dylan not to be able to
go to Sweden this
summer to play for
Canada in the world
under-20 Ultimate
championship, he will
still be playing
Ultimate when he
begins studies at the
University of
Manitoba Asper
School of Business
this coming fall
(assuming there are
classes) and will still
be a part of the nation-
al under-20 team.  

There’s always a
next year and, as Gerry
Posner might say,
Dylan Kagan has
achieved the “ulti-
mate” recognition for
his all-round ability as
a student, athlete, and
volunteer.
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Dylan Kagan
(Continued from page 12.)

DYLAN and grandfather MAX BROWN

STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

The Kagan family (l-r): JAMIE, TALIA, KORI,
DYLAN
(The picture was taken on the occasion of Talia’s Bat
Mitzvah. The location, appropriately enough, was
Oscar’s Deli which, in case you didn’t know, is owned
by Max Brown.)
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Noted Winnipeg doctor recognized for leading role in developing 
standardized testing for technologists in new research sub-specialty

By MYRON LOVE

In a lengthy career, cancer specialist Dr. Brent Schacter
has always been a leader in expanding the boundaries of
medical research and preventive medicine. 

As noted in Eva Wiseman’s “Healing Loves: A Century of
Manitoba Jewish Physicians”, during his tenure as president
and CEO of CancerCare Manitoba, Schacter initiated a
breast cancer screening program for Manitoba, strengthened
clinical epidemiology and health services research, imple-
mented an electronic medical records system through the
Community Cancer Program Network, and oversaw the
design and construction of the new CancerCare Building on
McDermot. 

Nationally, in more recent years, he has been CEO of the
Canadian Association of Provincial Cancer Agencies and the
Canadian Tumour Repository Network, - the latter, he
explains, a network of biobanks across Canada. 

Biobanks are coĺlections of biological samples and data for research pur-
poses, in particular for the study of complex diseases.  Although retired
from teaching at the University of Manitoba Rady Faculty of Medicine for
four years and from clinical practice since June 2018, Schacter has contin-
ued to be involved in the area of biobanking – specifically as part of an
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  writing group which
has created a new global standard and benchmark for biobanking ( ISO
20387) and as part of the joint ISBER (International Society for Biological

and Environmental Repositories)/ASCP BOC (American
Society of Clinical Pathology Board of Certification).
team that collaborated to produce the QBRS
(Qualification in Biorepository Science) exam.

This spring, Schacter was honoured with the ISBER
Special Services Award for 2020 for his leadership role in
the development of the QBRS Examination.

“I am very pleased that ISBER has chosen to honour
me for my efforts in this initiative,” he says.

Biobanking, he explains, is still a relatively new area of
biomedical research.  The field involves the extraction
and study of human tissue in order to detect abnormali-
ties at the molecular level and in the development of
designer drugs to alleviate disease resulting from these
abnormalities.

“For research purposes,” he observes, “we require
standardized methods to ensure that the results we pro-
duce are valid.  Because Biobanking is only a few years

old, until now, we have not had those standardized measures in the training
of highly-skilled technologists. Until now, different medical labs have
trained their own staff members according to their own methods.”

Schacter reports that the team that he was working with completed the
standardized course in early January and posted it online worldwide.   “The
course serves as a benchmark qualification for the skills required to direct,
manage and maintain a biobank for tissues required in biomedical research

and animal or environ-
mental research,” he
explains. “It is a new
instrument to improve
the quality of biobank-
ing, which is essential
for progress in biomedi-
cine and science gener-
ally.”

He adds that the first
five applicants– three in
the United States and
two in Hong Kong –
successfully passed the
exam in April. 

(QBRS certificate
holders are required to
revalidate their standing
every three years
through continuous edu-
cation.)

The ISBER award, he
notes, was supposed to
have been presented in
April at the AGM sched-
uled for Anaheim but,
due to the pandemic, the
conference was changed
to a virtual affair in
May.  Schacter expects
that the award will be
mailed out to him.

He was previously
honoured seven years
ago by the Canadian
Friends of the Hebrew
University.  Schacter is
a past president of the
Winnipeg chapter  and
is still a member of the
national board.  He
played a leading role in
establishing  a collabo-
rative research project
between the Hebrew
University and the
University of Manitoba
investigating Fetal
Alchohol Spectrum
Disorder (FASD).

Dr. BRENT SCHACTER
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By ILANA BELFER 
TORONTO (JTA) — Annamie Paul will

break new ground if she wins the Green Party of
Canada’s upcoming leadership race: She would
be the first Black Jewish person to lead a feder-
al or provincial party in the country. 

That fact isn’t lost on her — it’s a big part of
her motivation.

“We have a profound lack of diversity at the
highest levels in our political leadership and it
has always been the case,” said Paul, 47, who
was born and raised in Toronto. “We have to do
something about it — not only for reasons of
equity, but also because there’s decades of
research that confirms you get better public pol-
icy results when you have diversity at the table.”

For Paul, studies on the benefits of diversity in
the public sector are more than figures and sta-
tistics — they’re her experience. She’s a lawyer who has dedicated her
career to public affairs, working for Canada’s mission to the European
Union, advising the International Criminal Court and serving as executive
director of the Barcelona International Policy Action Plan, which aims to
cultivate NGOs and other public policy centers.

While getting a master’s degree in public affairs at Princeton University,
Paul converted to Judaism in 2000. Supervised by the director of the Hillel
on campus, a Conservative rabbi, she learned to read Hebrew and was
questioned by a beit din, or rabbinic court, prior to dipping in the mikvah,
the ritual bath one submerges in as part of the conversion process.

“It was full on. I was very committed,” she said. “It’s a faith that has real-
ly spoken to me: the universality, the humanistic values … I’m very much
guided by the idea that if you save one person, you save the world.”

Paul has been married to Mark Freeman, a Jewish international human
rights lawyer, for nearly 25 years. But she stressed that the only reason any-
one should consider conversion is “because they’re internally compelled to
do so.” She said questions around whether she converted for her husband
can make her feel othered by the Jewish community.

“It seems inconceivable to them that I might have been born Jewish,
despite the fact that there are many Black Jews. I would not be asked these
questions if I was white,” Paul said. “We need to avoid making distinctions
between Jews, and questions like these suggest that some people are more
Jewish than others or that Judaism is intrinsically white.”

Paul said raising a Jewish household has been one of “the great joys” of
her life. Her two sons — Malachai, 19, and Jonas, 16 — spent much of
their childhoods attending Jewish day schools in Belgium and Spain,
depending where the family was living. They had bar mitzvahs in Toronto
and Barcelona. 

Like picking a religion, Paul looked to shared values to determine which
political party she would join when her work no longer prohibited her from
doing so. She said she was aligned with the liberal Green Party’s commit-
ment to the climate emergency and to participatory democracy.

She ran as its Toronto Centre candidate in the 2019 federal election and,
though she failed to win the seat, the small Green Party — led by Elizabeth
May — celebrated a record result, earning three seats in the Parliament. 

Paul recently spent six months as the party’s shadow international affairs
chief. But she also hasn’t shied away from criticizing the Greens, which ran
the least diverse slate in the last election. 

“The Green Party has the most progressive platform and policies related
to issues of social and racial justice … [but] we’re not reflecting that with-
in our party,” Paul said. “We can’t preach these things externally if we’re
not doing them internally.” 

It’s not just a Green Party problem, though.
Currently, 12 of Canada’s 13 provincial and territorial leaders are men.

Only a handful of the 338 Members of Parliament are Black. And until this
year, it had been nearly 50 years since a Black woman ran for leadership of
a national party.

Despite having one of the world’s largest Jewish populations, Canada has
only really had one Jewish federal party leader — David Lewis, who was
elected the New Democratic Party’s national leader in 1971.

“And this is 2020,” said Paul, adding that she believes this is one reason
why “Canada is so far behind on issues related to systemic racism.” 

“The frustration I have at the moment in terms of Canada is that we think
we’re doing better. We think Black and Indigenous people are safer and …
the statistics just say different,” she said. 

In response to recent claims by the premiers of Quebec and Ontario deny-

ing or minimizing the existence of systemic
racism in Canada, Paul was quick to cite a 2017
U.N. report, which found that “anti-Black
racism” is “entrenched in [Canada’s] institu-
tions, policies and practices.”

On her website, where she is collecting signa-
tures to gather momentum for a national data-
base on police use-of-force victims, Paul points
out that Black residents of Toronto are 20 times
more likely to be shot by police than whites,
according to the Ontario Human Rights
Commission, and that over 35 percent of people
killed by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
from 2007 to 2017 were Indigenous, despite
being just five percent of the population, accord-
ing to the Globe and Mail.

Paul said she is aware that her identities as a
Black and Jewish woman in politics give her a
unique platform during times like these. As she

put it, “people are very curious about my perspective.” 
“I’m trying to be as clear as I can about what things I consider to be

important … on behalf of those who don’t usually get asked what they
think about things,” she said. 

This entails raising up the voices of young Black Greens on social media,
where Paul has posted a video series featuring people like Kiara Nazon,
who founded the “Young Greens” at Carleton University.

“What does it feel like to be Black right now? To be entirely honest it
feels just about the same as it always has and that’s because these issues
aren’t new,” Nazon said in a video posted to Twitter. “We need leaders who
aren’t going to be taken by surprise by issues like police brutality toward
Black, Indigenous People of Color. We need leaders who have lived these
realities.”

https://twitter.com/AnnamiePaul/status/1269724192271974400

Paul said she felt more at risk on a daily basis while living as a Black per-
son while living in the United States, and that she “trembles” for some fam-
ily she has there. She also said her husband didn’t want their son going to
school in the U.S., fearing for his physical safety.

But, she added, “I certainly feel those dangers here as well.” 

Demonstrations in Toronto have been relatively peaceful, as thousands
have taken to the streets calling for justice for George Floyd and Regis
Korchinski-Paquet. Korchinski-Paquet fell from a balcony to her death in
the presence of police officers. Her family has raised concerns over the role
played by the police, which Ontario’s police watchdog is now investigat-
ing. 

“I’m hoping that we move from what I consider to be the empty gestures
of our prime minister and some of our other politicians to actual action,”
Paul said. “I don’t want him to kneel. I want him to stand up and say that
he’s going to make the changes that have been recommended by the U.N.
on behalf of Black Canadians.”

While running an unprecedented campaign almost entirely online due to
COVID-19, Paul said she spends most of her days in the digital world,
where they run three to four events a week, including “The New Normal
Tour,” a series of virtual town hall meetings discussing critical issues with-
in the context of a Green recovery. 

Next they’ll discuss long-term care centers, which have had 82 percent of
Canada’s COVID-19 deaths. Sadly, Paul’s father was among them.

“It was avoidable,” she said. “These things were problems but they
weren’t laid so bare. They’ve been exposed in a way they have never been
before.” 

In addition to advocating for long-term care centers to be publicly insured
under the Canada Health Act, Paul said she hopes large government invest-
ments triggered by the coronavirus are used to fill holes in the social safe-
ty net — without forgetting climate change.  

“I want to see us moving towards the green transition … the climate
emergency has not taken a pause,” said Paul, noting the European
Commission’s green recovery package as an example of recent global
action.

Paul is facing off against nine other candidates in the race to lead the
Green Party, which will hold its election in October. But Paul has the
longest list of endorsements.

“We need to move towards a truly just and equitable society by … mak-
ing sure that every Canadian — whether they’re living in long-term care or
they’re working part-time or they’re students or they’re black or they’re
Indigenous — whatever their circumstances, can live in dignity and secu-
rity,” she said.

Annamie Paul wants to be the first Black-Jewish leader of a Canadian party 

ANNAMIE PAUL
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KOBY AIDEN SHUSTER
September 29, 1989 – May 27, 2020  

Koby was not your average human.
He was precocious, charismatic, genuine, articu-

late, caustic, determined. He could be sweet and car-
ing. He could be provocative. He could be sly. As a
child, he read early. He watched Fantasia religiously.
He was a notorious mouth-open eater and an idio-
syncratic toe-walker.

He began to play classical guitar when he was five
years old, swiftly surpassing his father’s abilities.
His phenomenal vocabulary emerged effortlessly
and often baffled his peers. Later, when he studied
Criminology at SFU, he would dissect slower stu-
dents’ feeble arguments with ease. He would produce
excellent work if he felt like it or subtly infuse an
unappealing assignment with derisive humour. On
the soccer field, he was a wrecking ball.

He loved his family and friends, and he especially
treasured his grandparents, Lawrence and Eddy
Werier, who encouraged him to colour outside the
lines. When he wanted to accomplish something,
however difficult, he found his focus. He claimed his
Jewish heritage despite being born into a secular
household. He decided that he would have a bar
mitzvah and learned how to read the Hebrew alpha-
bet in a week. During later travel in Israel, he felt that
he had come home.

Koby kindled a deep relationship with music. He
bewitched the bass guitar. He found kinship in artists
who circumvent norms, from Tech N9ne to RATM
(who he was so excited to see in concert again before
Covid-19 hit) to Shuggie Otis to Run the Jewels. He
held a deep abiding love for southern hip-hop. His
band, Dust, enjoyed significant high school fame.
Koby made many deep bonds with musicians of all
backgrounds and had an uncanny ability to connect
with and support others through music.

Koby was a sage of sorts. He would never mince
words or participate in cheap generosity. His caring
was raw and true. If he saw that you needed support,
he would help, but if you were being overly dramat-
ic, he had no sympathy for that. His challenging
words were often an invitation to play or discover
truth. In another time period he might have been a
lauded orator or philosopher. 

People were drawn to him. His presence had an
orbit. Koby’s charisma was irresistible, and he loved
to have a good time. He could get his way so natu-

rally because his magnetism was bound with a
respect for others’ boundaries. Despite his
omnipresent independence, he could make others
feel at ease with a caring look or an honest, incisive
observation. He said what was needed in the
moment, and he expected others to speak honestly to
him. He was a secret-keeper for many people and
held this position as a sacred trust.

Koby understood darkness, and it understood him.
He experienced trauma from losing several beloved
friends to addiction, which hardened him against
himself and fueled his own substance abuse. He
never recovered from the guilt of believing he was
responsible, even though he wasn’t. He knew him-
self so well, and yet he was never able to forgive
himself.

Koby suffered deeply but was too proud to accept
help. His identity was bound up in making it without
outside support. His web of mental health struggles
grew over the years.

Sometimes when you tie a knot very tightly, you
can’t untie it again.

Koby’s death was an accidental overdose. He was
in his small apartment, in the bath. He loved to soak
in the tub. He was sick of anxiety and tired of being
afraid, but he didn’t want to die. He was a suffering
guy who did some bad dope. It’s ironic that what got
Koby in the end was the insidiousness of fentanyl.

It’s important to understand that Koby never gave
up his honour. He put those close to him through
heartache, but he was also very loyal and loving. In
his last text to his Mom a few days before he died he
told her he loved her. He did that all the time.

He made a point of not implicating others in his
actions. He lived fast and with so much heart. He
rejected dull moments. Some of his exploits had a
legendary quality that only he was capable of gener-
ating. Those fortunate enough to be beneficiaries of
his gifts in this life know how blessed they are.

He is survived by his mother Jodie Werier, father
Michael Shuster, grandparents Lawrence and Eddy
Werier, nanny and second mom Augustina (Olive)
Johnpierre, Ziggy, the dog that made his eyes itchy,
and his extended family of neighbours and friends on
the block that he grew up on and beyond.

We don’t want flowers. They make us sneeze.
Please contribute to a charity that supports mental
health and addiction. They go hand in hand. And
please take the time to know and love yourself
enough that you can live how you want but also have
the resolve to care well for yourself.

(Continued next column)

MINA ENGEL
It is with great sadness that we announce the pass-

ing of our  dear beloved  mother and grandmother,
Mina Engel. 

Mina passed away on December 4, 2019 at St.
Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Mina was born in Poland and moved to Canada as
a Holocaust survivor.

She was a loving, kind, caring mother, grandmoth-
er, and friend,  and will be dearly missed. She was
always well known and liked in the community.

Mina was predeceased by her  husband Meyer in
2009. She is remembered by her daughter Rosie, son
Saul, daughter-in-law Tina, and grandchildren
Breeya and Keenan.

We wish to give thanks to her  wonderful  care-
givers: Imelda, Carmina, Elsa, Gina, Christine,
Malona, and Criselda.

We also wish to give thanks to Dr. Hajidiakos for
his great care and concern.

Funeral services were held on December 6th at
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue in Winnipeg.

Donations can be made to the Alzheimer Society
or the charity of your choice.

Mina, we will all miss you very much.

CLARA WIWIERSKI 
We wish to announce

the passing of Clara
Wiwierski (Haya Pesia
Gurvitz) on April 16,
2020.

She was born in
Rovno, Poland on
January 1, 1926 to
Gavriel and Nehuma
Gurvitz.  She was the
second of four children,
sisters Ruchel, Dwora
and brother Shlomo.

Predeceased by her
parents and sister Ruchel who all perished in the
Holocaust she was left with the task of caring and
protecting her younger sister and brother when she
herself was still an adolescent.  With her great
strength of character and determination she ensured
that the remaining Gurvitz siblings survived the hor-
ror of the Shoah.

Near the end of the war she met Morris (Moishe)
Wiwierski. In 1946 they married and immigrated to
Israel along with Dwora and Shlomo settling in
Haifa.  In 1949 they had a son named David.  In 1951
they immigrated to Canada settling in Winnipeg
where Clara had family.  Dwora and Shlomo
remained in Israel.

In 1959 they had another son Garry.
Morris was a tailor in the garment industry in

Winnipeg.  Initially Clara was a homemaker.  Over
the years Morris and Clara saved enough money to
buy a corner grocery store in the west end of
Winnipeg.  Clara would look after the store during
the day while Morris worked at Jacob & Crowley
garment manufacturers.  After many years in the gro-
cery business they sold the store in or around 1974.
Morris continued with his employment at Jacob &
Crowley while Clara basically retired.

In 1983 Clara and Morris attended the United
States Holocaust Museum in Washington DC where
they both recorded their experiences during the
Holocaust.

In 1995 Morris passed away as a result of long-
standing heart disease.  Clara lived with her son
Garry until 2010 eventually moving to the Simkin
Center in 2012 due to health reasons.

She was predeceased by her sister Dwora in 2015
and her brother Shlomo in 2019. 

Throughout Clara’s life she endured pain, suffer-
ing and hardship that most people will never know.
Her will to live can be exemplified by the fact she
survived the Holocaust having lost both parents,
grandparents and a sister; she also lost a newborn
baby girl in 1947; had significant medical issues in
her later years having survived 2 strokes and the loss
of a leg.  She was a very determined and strong-
willed lady who overcame many life changing obsta-
cles living to age 94!

Clara had a unique or rare gift of attracting
strangers who would become lifelong friends, from
the Safeway grocery clerk, to the home care workers,
to neighbors.  She had this knack or flair that attract-
ed virtual strangers to befriend her.

One of her great passions was going to Assiniboia
Downs to watch and bet the races with her aunt
Rose.  She also loved to go the casino at the Fort
Garry Hotel, seldom if ever losing.  She also loved to
play poker and Blackjack or 21 as it was known at
the weekly card games with friends and relatives.

The family would like to thank the staff on
Weinberg 3 at the Simkin Centre for their care and
attention to mom’s needs especially Jane, Evelyn,
Roma, “Bong” and Connie the dietician.

She is survived by her sons David and Garry,
daughter in law Susan and grandchildren Jared and
Shayna.

Her funeral took place on April 19, 2020 at
Shaarey Zedek Cemetary with Rabbi Annibal Mass
officiating.

Pallbearers were Andrew Brick, Rob Trachtenberg,
David Wiwierski, Garry Wiwierski, Jared Wiwierski
and Shayna Wiwierski.

She will be sadly missed!
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Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
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MEMORIAMS CONTINUED ON
NEXT PAGE

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL DAVID
DREMAN
who passed away

June 22, 1974
3 Days in Tammuz

Your memory is your keepsake
From which we'll never part.
God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our heart.
—His loving daughter,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
46th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
father, zaide & great-zaide

MENDEL
MENACHEM

SZTERNFELD
who passed away

June 28, 1974
8 days in Tamuz

Your warm, gentle, good
nature, sense of  humor, wisdom
and unconditional love will
always be remembered.
— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy, Marissa and Rob,
Hailey, Caleb, Zane, Rubie,
Max, Chloe and your nieces,
nephews,  family & friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY BARON
who passed away

June 22, 1999
8 days in Tammuz

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren,  family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

44th Yahrzeit 13th Yahrzeit

ROWENA
GREEN

who passed away
July 11, 1976

13th Day in Tammuz

IRWIN
GREEN

who passed away
June 22, 2007

6th Day in Tammuz
—Forever in our hearts and thoughts, loved and so very missed
by your children Barry, Sharon, Marsha, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
30th Yahrzeit

SAUL GORDON
SHROM

who passed away
June 29, 1990

6 Days in Tammuz

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and family.

HELEN MAY
SHROM

who passed away
July 6, 2015

19 Days in Tammuz

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
MEDOFF
who passed away

June 27, 1979
2 Days in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by all of his family
and friends.

In loving memory of

BEN LUFFMAN
who passed away

June 30, 2017
6 days in Tammuz

— Forever remembered by
his wife, daughter and son-in-
law, grandchildren and family.

3rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE 24

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ERNEST (CHAIM)

KERN
who passed away

June 20, 2007
4 days in Tammuz

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of
our dear father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

DAVID B.
MARGOLESE

who passed away
July 10, 1986

3 Days in Tammuz
—Sadly missed, never
forgotten by  children Phyllis,
Martin, Joel, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
34th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DR. ALAN (ARI)
HARVEY LIPSON

who passed away
June 25, 2009

3rd day of Tammuz
To remember you is easy,
We do it every day,
It’s just the pain of losing you,
That never goes away.
— Your loving wife, children,
grandsons, mother, sister and
brother-in-law, and extended
family.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM STERN
who passed away

July 2, 2003
2 Days in Tamuz

— Your courage, compassion
and humor will lovingly
always be remembered by your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
32nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MEYER L.
RUDELIER
who passed away

June 17, 1988
2nd day in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

VICKY REISS
who passed away

June 22, 2012
2 days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by her
loving family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAXWELL
(MAX) NELKO

who passed away
July 3rd, 2006

8 Days in Tammuz
To live in the hearts
Of ones we loved
Is not to die
—  Forever loved and missed
by his children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and brother and sisters.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MOLLY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
June 28, 1982

27 days in Sivan, 5764
– Forever loved and deeply
missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JULY 1

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

MARY STEIN
who passed away

July 10, 1992
9 Days in Tammuz

Loving memories will never die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOEL ALEX
MINUK

who passed away
July 3, 1990

10 Days in Tammuz
Forever missing you.
— Love Mom & Dad, Amanda
and Alex.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BETTY WOHL
who passed away

June 29, 2015
12 days in Tammuz

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

MILLY
GREENFIELD

who passed away
July 11, 1984

11 Days in Tammuz 5744
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

36th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MICHELLE
MOYER

who passed away
July 14, 2011

12 Days in Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Andrew, children Ashleigh
and Dayne, mother Pearl,
sisters Brenda and Cindy,
nieces and nephews, family
and friends.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BUTCH MATHEW
BERNARD

NEPON
who passed away
June 27th, 1998

13 Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Sid and Esther,
Adeena and Tom, Danny and
Anna, Ahava and Frank and
Jonathan and Marni, Leo
Jerry Nathan, Sophie and Lily.

BEN STONE
who passed away

July 13, 2003
13 Days in Tammuz

In Memoriam

MARY STONE
who passed away
August 20, 2008
19 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In loving memory of

RACHELLE
(SHELLEY)

SHORE
who passed away

June 30, 2007
15th day in Tammuz

— Beloved wife, mom, babby,
sister and friend.
Your passion for life and your
compassion for people live on
in everyone you touched.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
NUDLER

who passed away
July 2, 2004

13 Days in Tammuz
— Lovingly remembered
and always greatly missed by
his wife Pauline, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LINDA
MARGOLESE 

Who passed away 
July 13, 2019
10th Tammuz

—Forever loved and sadly
missed by husband Joel,
daughter and  son-in-law

Tamara and Kevin,
and grandson Noah.

Always in our hearts and minds.

Why will the Liberal government not designate the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) a “terrorist entity”?

Iran’s military force is a national security and terrorist threat to Canada. It’s time to enact legislation to say so.

Ed. note: We’re printing this opinion piece
although, in its original form, it was quite poor-
ly written. Despite the author’s somewhat awk-
ward phrasing and syntax (which we’ve attempt-
ed to correct for the most part), he does make a
very good point about the Liberal government’s
unwiliingness to hold the Iranian regime to
account for the shooting down of Flight PS752.

(June 16, 2020 / JNS) Canadians are still waiting for answers on whether
or not their government truly takes the threat of the Islamic Republic of
Iran seriously.

A little more than two years ago, the House of Commons passed a private
member’s motion to condemn the brutal Iranian regime, which would have
ended any potential chance of restoring diplomatic relations between
Canada and Iran.  As   well, the motion, had it been fully carried out, would
have listed the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)  in its entirety
as a terrorist entity under the Criminal Code.

While the motion received bipartisan support from both the opposition
and the government, there is one crucial item that has not been fulfilled yet,
and that is listing the IRGC as a terrorist entity - something  that should
have been carried out from the moment the motion  passed in 2018.

The ministry responsible for designating terrorist entities, Public Safety
Canada, has had ample time to review, analyze and decide  whether or not
to go forward with that important step.

In 2012, the Canadian government under Prime Minister Stephen Harper
took a bold and courageous move to end relations with Iran, which includ-
ed closing the Canadian embassy in Tehran and lisiting one wing of the
IRGC: the Quds Force, as a terrorist entity.

Canada has not indicated it is willing to move forward and force the
Iranian regime to take responsibility for the consequences of its shooting
down Flight PS752—not even a simple condemnation of the gross human-
rights violations the regime commits.

If the IRGC were listed as a terrorist entity, with the horrific downing of
the Ukrainian airliner the families of the victims of this tragedy could file
a lawsuit under the Justice for Victims of Terrorism Act.

Essentially, had the Quds Force committed this atrocity, they could be
sued under the act. However, since the IRGC is not listed in its entirety, it
could not be part of any potential lawsuit. This very disappointing fact
alone should be more than enough for Public Safety Canada to classify the
IRGC as a recognized terrorist organization.

In an interview last year with the Canadian Jewish News, the mover of
the motion, Garnett Genuis, said that “(the opposition has) asked the ques-
tion repeatedly over the last year and they always say it’s in process. At
some point, these delay tactics look like something more than delay. They
look like actual reluctance to take the step.”

The IRGC is already listed as a terrorist entity by Canadian allies—
United States, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia—and under the proper parlia-
mentary procedures, it should have already been listed in Canada. The
unnecessary bureaucratic delays that have been going on for two years
must end, and the government needs to commit to  fully enforcing the
motion that was passed.

And yet, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau goes on to shake the
blood-soaked hands of the regime’s top diplomat, Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif, as a means to “find answers” to the plane crash.
Yet, the answer to who was responsible is obvious: the IRGC, which coor-
dinates with Zarif.

On paper, Trudeau seems to support the initiative of listing the IRGC, but
in person, his actions would tend to indicate the opposite.

With regard to the government’s inaction, a policy paper written by the
Macdonald-Laurier Institute stated that “maybe Canada is worried about
Iran’s threats of retaliation. But failing to act out of that fear is tantamount
to being held hostage by the IRGC. And with the U.S. taking the lead on
this issue, Canada’s government now has political cover to act on its com-
mitment.”

By

JACOB GLOGAUER

Continued on next page. See “IRGC”.



At this very moment, there is a
lawsuit led by civil society groups
currently underway before the
courts to mandate the federal gov-
ernment to list the IRGC as a ter-

rorist entity. In 2002, the federal Canadian government lost a law-
suit regarding the listing of the entirety of Hezbollah as a terrorist
entity. This is a vital legal precedent for the case for listing the IRGC
as a whole as a terrorist organization.

The Iranian regime intimidates dissidents and has called for geno-
cide against Israel. The elite army of this regime that calls for any
kind of genocide should not be left off the hook like it is now.

Under Trudeau, Canada has been soft on an issue over which the
previous Conservative government took a hard line. Listing the
Quds Force as a terrorist entity in 2012 was a great start, but now in
2020, it is not enough. The IRGC as a whole, not just its military
wings, must be listed.

It truly would leave a disappointing legacy for the Trudeau gov-
ernment if it did not recognize the obvious—that the IRGC is indeed
a malicious terrorist group and a legitimate threat to Canada.

Just this week, MP David Sweet questioned the government as to
why the Iranian governnment is not being held accountable for the
downing of Flight PS752. As for listing the IRGC as a terrorist enti-
ty, he simply asked the government:“What’s the hold-up?” The gov-
ernment response that human rights are absolutely a top priority
isn’t helpful or encouraging. 

As each day goes by, even during a global pandemic, Canadian
national security is at risk because  threats coming from our ene-
mies, such as Iran, are serious, no matter what the situation in the
world might be.

Two years ago, the Trudeau government took a principled stance
in condemning the Islamic Republic of Iran through a House vote.
The time is now for Trudeau to make up his mind and enact what he
himself voted for: listing the most dangerous armed branch in the
world, the IRGC, as a terrorist entity.

Jakob Glogauer is an Israel and human-rights activist, based in
Toronto.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish
Teaching Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Speaking to former students in the secular Yiddish schools I often
notice that for them Yiddish literature is connected with the Jewish
traditions of bygone days. Reading contemporary Yiddish literature
for esthetic pleasure does not make sense to them. Read Yiddish
books this summer because from esthetic pleasure you will be
rewarded with Jewish insight and vice versa. 

Jewish Radio Hour

Tune in  to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM on
Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com 

On June 28th there will be an encore presentation of Regine
Frankel's interview with human rights lawyer David Matas.
Rochelle Zucker will celebrate Canada Day with a program of
Yiddish CanCon.

Rochelle Zucker will host both segments on July 5th.  

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

 

IRGC
(Continued from page 18.)

Debris from the crash of Fight PS752, which was shot down by
the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps in January this year
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Books

“Judenrein”
By “Harold Benjamin”
Self-published in 2020, but avail-
able on Amazon in either e-book or
hard copy format. 
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

Awhile back I received an
email from someone named
“Harold Benjamin” (which, it

turned out, was a pseudonym).
In that email Mr. Benjamin told me

that he had written a book titled
“Judenrein”. 

The title immediately grabbed my
attention as I knew it referred to the
German term coined by the Nazis
meaning “Jew free”. Here’s a brief
description of the book’s plot, as
given on Amazon: 

“Zack Gurevitz has had a check-
ered past. A Yeshiva boy, turned
Green Beret, turned junkie, excom-
municated by his one-time faith and
now the potential savior of people he
doesn’t even like. 
 “As a white supremacist movement

stealthily takes the reins of power in America, it is again the Jews who are
made out as scapegoats. Stripped of wealth and citizenship, they are made
to live in 21st century ghettos that hark back to a sinister and murky past
that many had thought would never return. 

“But things are about to get much worse. With the revealing of a planned
terror attack that will place the blame firmly at Jewish feet and condemn
millions to death, Zack is contacted by Jewish leaders in Detroit, begging
for his help.  

“Reluctantly he agrees and before long he is mired in a conspiracy that
will have far reaching consequences for his country, the Jewish population
and even his own sanity. 

“As the clock ticks down, can Zack find a way to avert a looming disas-
ter? Who is behind the conspiracy? And can he really trust anyone?”

Earlier this year a four-part television series based on a Phillip Roth novel
titled “The Plot Against America” was aired on HBO (and can still be seen
either on Shaw or MTS TV. That show speculates about what might have
happened had the anti-Semite Charles Lindbergh become president of the
United State in 1940.

We are living in turbulent times and, although it is hard to say definitive-
ly whether anti-Semitism is now as great a concern for Jews more than any
other time since the Holocaust, there have been many indicators of late that
it should be, although I’m going to add the proviso that I refuse to accept
that’s the case in Winnipeg.

I have deliberately avoided stoking the fears of readers of this paper
unnecessarily by printing a large number of the stories that we receive via
email almost daily which, if we printed them all, would no doubt lead any-
one to conclude that Jews are under fierce attack almost everywhere. Yes,
in certain areas of North America, especially where Orthodox Jews live in
large numbers in specific neighbourhoods, it is becoming increasingly dan-
gerous for Jews, but I would argue that simply isn’t the case here in
Winnipeg – much as certain individuals would love to scare us into think-
ing anti-Semitism is rampant in this city.

Notwithstanding my reluctance to succumb to the notion that Jews every-
where are under attack, when the author of “Judenrein” asked me whether
I might like him to send me a copy of his self-published book, I thought to
myself: “Why not? It might be worth taking a look.”

I admit I was somewhat hesitant, however, to plunge into the book – not
because I was shying away from the subject matter, but simply because
we’ve had quite a few self-published books sent our way and, quite frankly,
almost all of them should have been edited by a professional editor.

Now, “Judenrein” certainly falls into the category of books that should
have been more carefully edited, but when it comes to a riveting plot –
well, I just couldn’t stop reading this book. I don’t know anything about
Harold Benjamin beyond what he sent me when I asked him to write a brief
autobiographical blurb. Here’s what he wrote:

“Here’s a little bio: Harold Benjamin is the pen name of a 50-something
Jewish writer who lives in the American midwest (sic. “midwest” should
be capitalized). Most of his professional work involves corporate copy-
writing. He grew up in the suburbs of New York city (sic. “city” should be
capitalized.) and was educated on the east coast (sic. “east coast” should be

capitalized.) He’s of
Latvian, Polish and
Lithuanian descent. All four
of his grandparents were
born outside of the US, three
of them in the 19th century.”

As you can see by my use
of the term “sic.”, just with-
in the short blurb that
Benjamin sent me, his writ-
ing could use some careful
editing. If you’re a stickler
for grammar, capitalization,
also, to a certain extent  -
syntax as well, “Judenrein”
can be a little annoying.
(Why don’t self-publishing
authors send their books to
someone to correct those
sorts of mistakes I always
wonder after I’ve read a
book that should have been
thoroughly edited.)

Yet, don’t let my some-
what petty criticism on this
point deter you in the least
from considering buying
this book. It’s a spellbinder
of the first order.

I should also mention that
last year I was introduced to
the writing of Daniel Silva
at one of the sessions of the
book club this paper spon-
sors jointly with the Rady
JCC. I should be somewhat
embarrassed to admit that I

hadn’t heard of Daniel Silva prior to that particular meeting of the book
club but, wow – I’m hooked on his books now. By the way, in case you’re
also wondering who Silva is, he’s probably the world’s foremost spy
thriller writer right now – having written 19 novels, with an Israeli spy
named Gabriel Allon as his recurrent hero.

To return to “Judenrein” – as explained in the blurb I quoted, the story
revolves around a plot to put the Jewish population in America into ghet-
tos – and eventually expel them.

It’s not too hard to imagine a right-wing conspiracy of that sort actually
being planned these days, given the level of anti-Semitic discourse so
prevalent on the internet. What “Judenrein” successfully posits moreover,
is how a conspiracy of that insidious sort could be successfully translated
into reality.

And that’s where Harold Benjamin has done some masterful research.
Within the framework of his plot, there are several ingredients that come
together that lead to the gradual erosion of the civil rights of Jews, and the
one that is key is the election of a right-wing president who is all too will-
ing to abandon any notion of civil liberties. 

Does that sound familiar? Now, I’m not going to turn this into yet anoth-
er denunciation of Donald Trump, but “Judenrein” comes along at a time
when divisions in America have never been starker and where the president
is actively promoting those divisions. 

Have Jews been targeted by Trump in the same way that he has targeted
Mexicans, for instance, and arguably, anyone else who isn’t white? The
president in “Judenrein”, who only goes by the initials “P.K.”, has a more
clearly delineated contempt for Jews, but it is in his willingness to serve as
the dupe of more intelligent right-wingers – all of whom are in the military,
by the way, that his interests and the interests of a small group of very
determined military men are aligned. 

In point of fact, however, of late, it’s been senior members of the military
who have admonished Trump for his expressed desire to use the military to
quell civilian disturbances. Yet, one wonders the extent to which lower
ranking members of the military would actually be in agreement with what
Trump wanted to do – a point which becomes important in “Judenrein” in
explaining how, under the right circumstances, right wing members of the
military might readily join forces with right wing militias in persecuting
Jews and other minority groups.

What happens in “Judenrein” – as the blurb from Amazon notes, is that
the hero of this book who,
though seriously flawed, rises

“Judenrein” posits what might happen if a right-wing conspiracy in
the United States - and a cooperative president, came together

When I asked the author of
“Judenrein”, whose real name is not
“Harold Benjamin”, to send me a pic-
ture of himself, this is what he sent me.
Considering that he wrote the book
using a pseudonym, who knows
whether this is a true likeness of him
or not? But - he does show a detailed
knowledge of the inner workings of
the U.S. government, which may
explain why he wants his identity con-
cealed.

(Continued on next page.)
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to superspy status in short order –
something, I suppose is a prerequi-

site for most spy novels these days.
Zack Gurevitz starts off as a drug addicted mess trying to get himself off

heroin at a methadone clinic. How someone in that particular state can
eventually rise to the level of extraordinary superhero really requires a total
suspension of belief but, just as Gabriel Allon in Daniel Silva’s spy novels
can overcome any obstacle, Zack Gurevitz manages to escape every nasty
predicament in which he finds himself – and, believe me, there are enough
close encounters that this book could be turned into an ongoing serial the
way the Batman TV show of the 60s would leave you hanging on at the end
of every episode.

Is it plausible that a recovering drug addict can be beaten viciously in one
chapter, then miraculously recover within a few hours only to escape his
captors and turn the tables on them – over and over again?

Of course not – but Benjamin knows how to build suspense and adds
enough plot twists to keep the reader’s attention riveted.

Along the way he slips in a female FBI agent by the name of Matthews
who, although she doesn’t become Zack’s love interest (disappointingly,
for me at least. Come on – what’s a good spy thriller worth if it doesn’t
have some gratuitous sex in it?), is eventually persuaded that there is a mas-

sive conspiracy afoot and that the FBI has become complicit in enabling it
to move forward.

Since the author of this book didn’t actually reveal to me what his true
background is, you either have to credit him with having done stellar
research about various locations in the U.S. northeast, including certain
buildings that do actually exist, along with a detailed knowledge of
weaponry or, he himself was involved in employment that would have let
him be privy to those details, all of which lend an air of authenticity to the
storyline.

One final word about “Judenrein”: Although it’s a self-published book
and available only on Amazon, there are already a fair number of reviews
about this book on Amazon. To be honest, the reviews might be from
friends or family of the author because they’re unanimous in heaping praise
on this book – yet some of them offer thoughtful observations about how
timely this book is at this point in American history.

When I asked Harold Benjamin how one might be able to buy his book
he sent me a very long link that doesn’t lend itself to being transcribed into
a print article (as opposed to an article on the internet). So, just enter the
words “Judenrein Amazon” into your Google search and you’ll be taken to
the Amazon website where you can purchase the book or read what other
individuals have written about it. 

‘Fauda’ writer’s new show ‘Tehran’
gets picked up by Apple TV

By LIOR ZALTZMAN 

June 17, 2020 (JTA) — Apple TV+ has picked up
“Tehran,” an Israeli thriller set in the Iranian capital co-creat-
ed by Moshe Zonder, a writer for the hit Netflix show
“Fauda.”

The reportedly multimillion-dollar sale was brokered by
Cineflix Rights and Paperplane Productions along with the
show’s producers, Dana Eden and Shula Spiegel.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLkwk5r5034&fea-
ture=emb_title

“Tehran” focuses on the story of Tamar Rabinayan, played
by Israeli actress Niv Sultan, who is a gifted young hacker for
Israel’s intelligence unit. She is drafted to join the Mossad and
sent on a perilous mission to Iran, where she is ordered to hack
into an Iranian nuclear reactor.

When her ambitious mission fails, Rabinayan is stuck in the
land of her childhood, where she discovers her local roots and
befriends local pro-democracy activists.

“Tehran aims to shed new light on the Israeli-Iranian con-
flict, and take on universal struggles around immigration,
identity and patriotism to examine whether it is possible to
become free from these restraints,” Zonder told Deadline last
year.

“Tehran” is set to premiere in Israel on June 22. No U.S.
release date has been announced.

In other Israeli TV news, an American adaptation of the
Israeli show “On The Spectrum,” about three young people on
the autism spectrum who share an apartment, was picked up
by Amazon. The show’s Jewish showrunner, “Parenthood”
creator Jason Katims, said that as the father of a 23-year-old
autistic son, “it is deeply personal for me to get to tell this
unique story of what it’s like to come of age as someone with
autism.”

(Continued from previous page.)

Polish state TV incited hatred against Jews, media
ethics panel says

By KATARZYNA MARKUSZ
June 19, 2020 WARSAW, Poland (JTA) — A prominent media ethics watchdog in

Poland has accused a state broadcaster of inciting anti-Semitic sentiment.
The claim by the Polish Council of Media Ethics in a statement Thursday follows a

TVP report earlier in the week warning that a leading presidential candidate would
offer compensation for property lost to Jews during or after the Holocaust.

“Experts are certain. The stream of money that is flowing from the state budget into
the pockets of Polish families will dry up if Trzaskowski, after a potential victory in
the presidential election, seeks to satisfy Jewish claims,” TVP reported Monday.

The report was referring to Warsaw Mayor Rafal Trzaskowski, who is considered the
leading candidate among nine hopefuls running against the incumbent, Andrzej Duda
of the right-wing Law and Justice party.

Trzaskowski has not publicly declared intentions to offer restitution.
In its statement the council — a nongovernmental organization established by the

Association of Polish Journalists — wrote that “inciting anti-Semitism, racism and
hatred against minorities is not in the interest of the country.”

Sebastian Rejak, acting director of the American Jewish Committee Central Europe
Office, had complained about the report to the ethics council, calling it “the age-old
anti-Semitic prejudice in which Jews are associated with money and international con-
spiracies that can harm Poland.”

Poland has returned millions in compensation for property that was owned by Jewish
communities, but it is the only major country in the former Soviet bloc that has taken
no action to return private property, according to the World Jewish Restitution
Organization.

Resistance to efforts by the United States, Israel and Jewish groups to have Poland
offer such compensation has become a major theme for the political right in Poland.
Some estimate that the claims could run to the billions of dollars.

TVP has not responded to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency’s request for comment.

Benny Gantz won’t support annexation of West Bank territory
with large Palestinian population, Israeli TV reports

By MARCY OSTER
June 18, 2020 JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israeli Defense Minister Benny Gantz said

he will not support the annexation of West Bank territory that is home to “many
Palestinian residents,” an Israeli TV station reported.

Gantz addressed the issue of annexation on Thursday at a meeting of defense offi-
cials, according to Channel 12. Its report did not identify who attended the meeting.

“I am sure that the prime minister will not jeopardize the peace agreement with
Jordan and Israel’s strategic relationship with the U.S. in an irresponsible move,”
Gantz said, according to the report.

“Prior to any measure, we will make sure all professionals voice their opinion, and
in any scenario, we will not support applying sovereignty to areas with a Palestinian
population in order to prevent friction.”

U.S. officials have indicated that they will support Israel’s West Bank annexation
moves if both Netanyahu and Gantz, who holds the title of prime minister-designate,
are in agreement on the territory that will be brought under Israel’s sovereignty.

Netanyahu and Gantz have met several times this week to discuss the annexation,
which is allowed by the Trump peace plan starting from July 1. U.S. Ambassador to
Israel David Friedman was present at some of those meetings.

Gantz reportedly did not see a map for any of the possible scenarios until Wednesday,
according to Channel 12.

The scenarios range from a symbolic annexation all the way to the full 30 percent of
the West Bank allowed by the Trump plan, Israel’s Channel 13 reported, citing an
unnamed senior government official.  The official also said that Gantz is not in favor
of annexation being a unilateral Israeli move, instead preferring a broader political
process in which both sides benefit.



Former Winnipegger and wife leaders in Chicago’s Modern Orthodox community
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By MYRON LOVE

The city of Chicago is home to –
arguably – North America’s largest
modern Orthodox community and,

among that community’s leaders are for-
mer Winnipegger Dr. Oren Lakser and his
wife, Jill.

Oren Lakser is currently president of
the Religious Zionists of Chicago – a
branch of the Mizrachi – Religious
Zionists of America which is, in turn, the
American affiliate of the Jerusalem-based
Mizrachi World Movement whose mis-
sion is to encourage Torah study and love
of Israel across the world and strengthen
the bond between the international Jewish
community and the State of Israel.  The
organization was founded in 1902 by Rabbi Yitzchak Yaakov Reines, who
was one of the first rabbinim to support Herzl’s Zionist movement.  Reines
believed that a Jewish state could provide a spiritual center for the Jewish
people.

World Mizrachi, Lakser points out, sends shlichim to Jewish communi-
ties around the world to initiate programming and lectures in those com-
munities.  The organization also trains rabbis and prints a regular magazine,
HaMizrachi, filled with articles by leading Religious Zionist rabbanim and
rabbanot.

“World Mizrachi also commemorates Yom Ha’atzmaut – sending speak-
ers and scholars to communities around the world,” Lakser says.  “The
emphasis is to keep Torah and Israel on people’s agendas.”

For her part, Jill Lakser is the long time Office Manager for the Chicago
Mitzvah Campaign, an organization that focuses on the needs  of Chicago’s
Jewish seniors and the ill.  “Jill arranges kosher meals for patients in hos-
pitals, handi-transit vans for those members of our community who are in
need, and is responsible for the two suites that CMC maintains for use by
families who have family members who are patients in a nearby hospital,”
Oren Lakser says.

The eldest son of Harry and Leona Lakser is a graduate of the University
of Manitoba Rady School of Medicine.  He pursued post graduate studies
in Pediatrics and Pediatric Pulmonology in New York and Boston.  He and
Jill moved to Chicago 20 years ago after Oren was offered a position at the
currently-named Ann and Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago.
He is also Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at Northwestern University’s
Feinberg School of Medicine.

“Jill’s parents were living in Chicago at
that time,” Oren Lakser notes.  (They have
since made aliyah.)  “And I had spent a lot of
time in Chicago while growing up.  We
appreciated the opportunity to be part of a
large modern Orthodox community.  Chicago
seemed to be a good place to raise a family.”

Lakser’s involvement in the Mizrachi
world began ten years ago when he volun-
teered to serve as president of the parent
board of Bnei Akiva (which also used to have
a presence in Winnipeg), Mizrachi’s youth
movement.

(The Laksers have three daughters –
Daniella – who is studying Jewish education
at Stern College in New York, Aviva – who
is studying in Israel and recently made

aliyah– and Leora who is in high school in Chicago.)

Lakser served as Bnei Akiva Chicago’s president for four years.  “Three
years ago, the Religious Zionists of Chicago reached out to me,” he says.
“One of the two co-presidents wanted to resign. I was asked to fill the posi-
tion and - for the past two years - I have been the solo president working
closely with executive director, Rabbi Jerold Isenberg.”

While Chicago’s branch of the Religious Zionists of America is probably
still the strongest chapter in America, Lakser notes that even in Chicago,
it’s not what it used to be.  “We are victims of our own success,” he points
out.  “We promote aliyah and many of our members over the years have
moved to Israel.  A lot of our offspring, who have grown up in Bnai Akiva
and gone off to study in Israel make aliyah.”

The other factor is Israel’s own success.  “People used to feel that Israel
needed our help,” Lakser notes.  “But now, Israel is a strong and vibrant
country and people no longer feel that same need to help. It is also easier
for people to travel to visit Israel and experience all the country has to offer
first hand.”

“We need to adapt and offer more and different programming.”
As with everyone else, of course, the Lakser household’s routines have

been upended by the lockdown due to fears of COVID-19.  “I have been
the only one in the house still going to work every day,” Lakser says.  “Jill
has been working from home.”

With restrictions being gradually lifted though, he reports that the num-
ber of in person hospital visits has been picking up.  “Now that we are in
phase 3, we are able to arrange more in person as opposed to telemedicine
clinic visits and do more surgeries.”

Bolton: Netanyahu ‘dubious’ about
Kushner leading Mideast peace initiative

“He was enough of a politician not to oppose the idea publicly, but
like much of the world, he wondered why [Jared] Kushner thought he
would succeed where the likes of [Henry] Kissinger had failed,” wrote
former U.S. National Security Advisor John Bolton in his 592-page
tome.

(June 19, 2020 / JNS) Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu seemed “dubious”
about White House senior adviser
and son-in-law Jared Kushner
leading the Trump administra-
tion’s Mideast peace plan, accord-
ing to former U.S. National
Security Advisor John Bolton in
his upcoming book, according to
multiple media reports on
Thursday.

Netanyahu “was dubious about
assigning the task of bringing an
end to the Israel-Palestinian con-
flict to Kushner, whose family
Netanyahu had known for many
years,” wrote Bolton in his new
book The Room Where It Happened: A White House Memoir.

The book is scheduled to be out on June 23, though the Trump admin-
istration has been attempting to block its release.

Dr. OREN and JILL LAKSER

Former U.S. 
National Security Adviser 

JOHN BOLTON



By DAVID GREAVES

Ihave spent the better part of the last couple of
weeks having “out loud” conversations with
myself about what is happening in our world,

asking myself questions that are inconceivable. It
essentially boils down to one question though:
Why? Why are there people that feel so different-
ly than me or you or most God-fearing people?

Why is it that in the year 2020, when we look
outside or on our TVs, we cannot see the differ-
ence between today and 50 or 60 years ago or the
last 400 years? Why is it that Black men and
women can be killed in the streets, by the police
no less, and there is no one that can stop this? 

And the most difficult of questions: Why is it
when we hear of another Black man being killed
in broad daylight, having the life choked out of
him, slowly, by the police, while we can hear him
begging for his life - why is it we are not sur-
prised? We are horrified but not surprised, and
that is stomach-churning. If you were not from
this world, you would certainly not believe it.

I’d like to think that if any one of you had wit-
nessed this that you would have tried to intervene.
How come no one even tried?

Throughout the past weeks I have been trying to understand how I feel, I
mean beyond the obvious outrage. My father is Black – born and raised in
Trinidad, West Indies (the Caribbean). My two sisters and my brother are
also Black (or brown some would say) and somehow, I came out white.
Well my mother is white, so I am not a total anomaly.

Someone once asked me if I identify as Black? It was an interesting ques-
tion and is still difficult to answer. How can I identify as Black when I am
as white as they come, but how can I not when most of my immediate fam-
ily and my father’s side of the family are? I am immensely proud of my
Black and Jewish heritage, but I would be disingenuous if I did not admit
that there have been times when I have felt fortunate to have been born as
I am.

This is not a racist thought, obviously, but it is a guilty feeling ...that I feel
safe, safer than my own siblings likely do and we live in Canada, a “safe
country,” is a feeling of guilt and frustration for me — a guilt that there are
two realities for people including my own family, that although we don’t
see each other as different or anything other than family, that we have had
a much different experience, I’m sure.

There are times when these differences are highlighted, like the other day
when my mother told me she called her other son, my brother, to remind
him to be careful - something that, I am embarrassed to admit, didn’t even
cross my mind as I live in this racial fog that is my reality. Likely my broth-
er and sisters have had to have the “talk” once again with their kids about
what to do it they ever get pulled over by the police. That’s a conversation
I will never have to have with my white kids - at least not in the same way
and with the same fear.

My nephews and nieces range from 16 to mid 20s, and I’m sure they
know what they have to do if they ever get pulled over: keep their hands in
plain sight on the wheel… and answering, yes sir, officer, yes ma’am, offi-
cer… Imagine being so fearful, especially of those that are supposed to be
there to protect you. It is important to acknowledge that there are mostly
good cops out there - some of them are my friends,
but you don’t want to take the gamble in the off
chance you are the unlucky one to have drawn
the bad apple and, as recently witnessed on “live”
TV, George Floyd drew a number of bad apples that
day.

What happened to George Floyd in Minneapolis
has been happening countless other times for
decades, even centuries, and it is despicable. If you
are a member of the human race, you should feel
outraged. Although we live in Canada, and things
appear less amplified, white privilege exists. I’ve
enjoyed it without ever really knowing or thinking
about it. It really wasn’t until I watched Alex Haley’s
“Roots” in the late 1970s that I really understood the
history of Black slavery in America. I remember to
this day how moved, emotional and sad I was. I was
around 11 years old at that time,  my dad was Black
and I couldn’t believe the world he had to live in. I
could not believe the white world of yesterday but I
was certain that it was all in the past and the world
had changed…

When I think back to that question that was
asked of me, I don’t identify as Black. How could
I? I have never walked in that skin. I think of it on
occasion, but mostly I don’t think of it all. And I
guess that’s it, really; I don’t think of it because I
can blend into the scenery where in most places -
in predominantly white countries, people of
colour cannot. And, as we have seen for decades
and even centuries, this has been the cause of so
much inexcusable brutality.

The question now is not “WHY”? The question
now is “WHEN”? When will we push long
enough for change to be implemented? When will
we step out of the comfortable scenery that we,
the White privileged have been blending into for
so long and use our voice, our vote, our collective
power to
d e m a n d
a
change?
P o s t i n g
b l a c k
s q u a r e s

on Instagram, as I did, is a start but
I - we - you must do more.

“…the blackest of berries yield
the sweetest juice…”

“It is a cruel jest to tell a bootless
man to lift himself up by his boot-
straps” -MLK Jr.

(This story first appeared on The
Times of Israel website.)
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“Blackish”

DAVID GREAVES



David Pearlman: Another ex-Winnipegger holds a different view of Toronto than do I

When I wrote recently
about my reaction to
Toronto, I never

dreamt I might get a response
from anyone, but indeed I have,
some of whom have told me to
return to Winnipeg. Well, there

is another point of view and it is well articulated by
David Pearlman, who is a mere 40 years younger then
I am

David is the son of Shirley and the late Marvin
Pearlman of Winnipeg. David is a graduate of the
Ramah Hebrew School, Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate,
the University of Winnipeg Collegiate and the Asper
School of Business. Finishing all those schools took a
lot longer than these two lines of print. Right from uni-
versity, David began working at
PricewaterhouseCoopers, where he completed his
hours towards becoming a Certified Public
Accountant. In 2008, David Pearlman graduated as a
CPA. 

That was only the beginning. Pearlman was soon
presented with an opportunity to work for Ernst &
Young in the Cayman Islands. How bad could that be for two years? After
that stint ended, David was left with three options: Return to Winnipeg, con-
tinue with EY in the Cayman Islands or LA, or move to Toronto, where a
job had been offered to him with a company involved in what might be
called alternative investments, known as Albourne Partners.  Pearlman had
his sister Alana already living in Toronto along with a few other friends and
he decided to try the Toronto option. And that is where David Pearlman still
can be found, but now as a partner in Albourne’s Operational Due Diligence
Group. 

Operational Due Diligence is a fancy term, but essentially it involves
assessing risk for those institutions that invest in hedge funds and private
equity. This kind of investment is not for you and me (well, certainly not for
me). These are people who are making large investments who aim to make
a “ big score”. The challenge is to avoid the disasters. Perhaps one of the

smartest moves that Pearlman’s team made was to stay clear
of Bernie Madoff - as enticing as it seemed to many savvy and
wealthy investors. What Pearlman does in the main is to veri-
fy the financial controls of those companies which are possi-
ble sources for investment. In short, when you talk due dili-
gence, you talk David Pearlman. That is, as they say, a long
way from Queenston Bay. 

I think it is fair to say that David Pearlman has had a far dif-
ferent reaction to living in Toronto than have I. He has lived
downtown while still single and when he got married to a
woman who came from the suburbs, (Thornhill), he and his
wife Melanie lived in an area which was recently in the news
for people congregating too closely together (Trinity
Bellwoods Park). Once the children started to arrive, (they
have two kids, Jack and Ellie ), the couple moved to an area
called the Annex. David describes it like living in River
Heights, but  with much narrower lots and a far denser popu-
lation. He loves the fact that there are so many kids close by,
with an almost endless supply of parks within walking dis-
tance. And, as Pearlman points out, even though the city is
large, he is constantly running into people he knows in his
location. 

Where David Pearlman runs counter to the majority and what makes his
day more palatable in terms of getting to work is the fact that he walks to
work to his office in downtown Toronto. It is a 45-50 minute walk and he
does it each morning year round. I would suggest few else choose to do this.
He takes the subway home and that’s about 30 minutes. In short, Pearlman
thus has taken the issue of traffic and turned it around so that it works in his
favour, not to forget that he gets great exercise along the way. 

As for friends, David made the effort to join a book club, to play baseball
on a team, also to participate in hockey. He also reconnected with some ex-
Winnipeggers living in Toronto: Jamie Rusen, Jason Bernstein, and Adam
Gutkin. Moreover, David admits he will always be a Jets fan and misses his
Winnipeg roots which include Stella’s, Bernstein’s, City Rye Bread and
knishes from Gunn’s. The bottom line for David Pearlman is that although
his feet are firmly planted in Toronto, you can expect to see him and his
family on visits on a regular basis. 
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Gerry Posner

By

GERRY POSNER

DAVID PEARLMAN with
family: son Jack, daughter
Ellie, and wife Melanie


