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In a
s e n s e ,
K e l l y

H i e b e r t
could be
designated
as “right-
eous among
t h e
N a t i o n s ” .

The Westwood Collegiate history
teacher  is one of just a handful of
teachers in Manitoba who make a
point of incorporating Holocaust
education in their teaching.

“Holocaust education is optional in
Manitoba schools,” he points out.  “I
choose to teach it. Other may not.
But, with the ever-increasing inci-
dents of anti-Semitism in Canada and
around the world, Holocaust educa-
tion is more important than ever.  I
consider it important to teach the
truth. There are certain truths, in my
mind, such as the truth of the Holocaust that are
non-negotiable.”

Last month, Hiebert’s dedication to Holocaust
education was recognized with the announcement
that he has been chosen to receive   the Governor
General’s History Award for Excellence in

Teaching for his ground-breaking work – with a
number of his students  -  mainly Grade 12 stu-
dents - who belong to the Westwood Historical
Society - on the documentary “Truth Against
Distortion”.

“It is a honour and a privilege to have had our
hard work and energy in highlighting
an ongoing issue acknowledged in this
way,” he says.

Hiebert says that his passion for
Holocaust education was kindled while
a history student at the University of
Winnipeg, citing in particular the influ-
ence of European history professors
Robert Young and Daniel Stone - the
latter of whom has been a leader in our
community in Holocaust education and
the accumulation and preservation of
local Jewish history.  

Hiebert has been teaching at
Westwood Collegiate in the St. James
Assiniboia School Division for the past
16 years. He teaches Grades 9 through
12 and notes that the history curricu-
lum in Grade 9, 11 and 12: different
types of government, Canada and
World War II and genocide and oppres-
sion respectively - provide opportunity
to incorporate the Holocaust as part of
the subject matter. He also teaches in
the International Baccalaureate pro-
gram, in which, he says, he has been
able to delve more deeply into the
lessons of the Holocaust.

The making of “Truth Against
Distortion” was inspired by a trip that
Hiebert and some of his students took
to the Warsaw Ghetto and other
Holocaust-related sites in 2019.  The
teacher and his students began work on
the documentary in March 2020.

“Truth Against Distortion”, which
runs for just under an hour,  combines
archival footage with first person
accounts with a number of Holocaust
survivors living in Winnipeg – includ-
ing Edith Kimelman, Frank Weinfeld,
Isaac Gotfried, Barbara Goszer, Betty
Kirshner, Joel Alpern, Henny Paritzky
(who recently passed away) and sisters
Rochelle Fink and Regine Frankel, as
well as Angie Orosz Richt  from
Montreal – the youngest Holocaust
survivor, having been born in
Auschwitz in late December 1944.

Hiebert gives a lot of credit for the
making of the documentary to Belle

Jarniewski, executive director of the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada – and a world leader in
Holocaust remembrance and educa-
tion, who served as an adviser for the
documentary.

“I have been working with Belle
for over eight years,” Hiebert reports.
“She was really helpful in providing
content and contact information for
survivors.”

He also credits Yad Vashem, the
Holocaust Memorial Museum in
Washington, and the Azrieli
Foundation, with providing resources
and archival footage.

The documentary, he adds, was
made possible by a 2020 human
rights grant from B’nai Brith.   “It
was a pleasure working with Ruth
Ashrafi and Adriana Glickman from
B’nai Brith, he says.

Hiebert and his students premiered
“Truth Against Distortion” at their
school on May 26.  “We had over 200

in  attendance and received much positive com-
ment,”  the educator reports.

The next screening, he notes, will be held at the
Rady Centre in November as part of the annual
commemoration of Krisstalnacht.

The presentation of the Governor General’s
Award is scheduled for the fall in Ottawa.

In the meantime, Hiebert is working on devel-
oping teaching materials for teachers to accompa-
ny the documentary.  The teacher is also working
toward earning a masters degree in curriculum
development.

“We hope that many teachers throughout
Manitoba and beyond will be inspired to use our
documentary as a teaching tool to educate their
students about the Holocaust,” he says.

Hiebert also says that he plans to donate the
archival footage that he and students were able to
gather to the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada.

His next project, he says, will be related to the
ongoing national effort toward Truth and
Reconciliation connected with the history of
Canada’s troubedl relationship with our
Aboriginal peoples.
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Winnipeg teacher Kelly Hiebert receives Governor General’s 
History Award for Holocaust documentary

Holocaust survivors with Westwood Collegiate teacher Kelly Hiebert
and Westwood Collegiate students: Kelly Hiebert is standing behind
the girl in the orange top. Beside her, are, from left-right:  Joel Alpern,
Frank Weinfeld,  Edith Kimelman, Betty Kirshner, Barbara Goszer,
and Isaac Gotfried 
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Vancouver police add ‘kipah’-wearing
to department employment guidelines
June 3, 2022 / JNS) The Vancouver Police

Department is updating its policies to allow
Jewish police officers to wear kipahs after inter-
vention from B’nai Brith Canada, announced the
Jewish group.

According to B’nai Brith Canada CEO
Michael Mostyn, the Vancouver police has been
a “leader in Canada in promoting a diverse
workforce.” 

Still, it had no official guidance for Jews who
wear a kipah, even though the department’s
“uniform regulations allow candidates who wear
the Sikh turban and the Muslim hijab to be hired
as police officers.” 

That will now be rectified, said Drazen
Manojlovic, the police department’s director of
its planning, research and audit section. He told
B’nai Brith: “To my knowledge, a Jewish mem-
ber has not brought this to our attention but we
are aware of it now … and we will make the
inclusion of the kipah in our policy.”

Marvin Rotrand, B’nai Brith’s national direc-
tor of its League for Human Rights, said “no one
should have to choose between a career in polic-
ing and following the precepts of their faith. We
appreciate the rapid response in correcting this
gap in policy. It sends positive signals to poten-
tial Jewish candidates that they are welcome.”

By

MYRON LOVE



By BERNIE BELLAN

It was just three short years ago (in February
2019) that the mayor of Sderot, Alon Davidi,
visited Winnipeg for the first time.

I was invited to attend a briefing that Mayor
Davidi gave in the boardroom of the Taylor
McCaffrey law office back then. Here is part of
what I wrote about that briefing:

“Living in Sderot is 95% heaven and 5% hell.”
That is how Mayor Alon Davidi of Sderot char-

acterized living in the Israeli city of Sderot to a
small group of invited guests at a luncheon held in
the board room of Taylor McCaffrey law offices
on Thursday, February 28.

Davidi was the special guest of the Jewish
National Fund during his visit to Winnipeg. The
JNF has been involved in the construction of an
animal assisted therapy centre in Sderot. Davidi
said his talk was titled “What it’s like to thrive
under pressure”.

“For anyone not familiar with Sderot and where it is located, Davidi
referred to a map of Israel during his 40-minute talk on Feb. 28. Sderot is
situated only one kilometer from the Gaza Strip, which means that if a
rocket is fired from areas close to the border with Israel, residents of Sderot
have only 15 seconds to escape to a bomb shelter before that rocket could
hit.

“Mayor Davidi, who is 44 years old, and who moved to Sderot 21 years
ago, noted  that he and his wife Nurit are the parents of seven children.

“Yet, despite the constant threat of attack from Gaza, Mayor Davidi said
that Sderot has actually thrived as a community. He noted that the popula-
tion is now over 28,000, having grown from 21,000 in 2010. Although
there had been an exodus of residents when rockets first began to be fired
during the second intifadeh in 2001, and that exodus continued until 2008
when Israel launched Operation Cast Lead, with the introduction of the
Iron Dome system in 2011, residents of Sderot have developed a much
greater certainty that they will be protected from rocket fire. Since 2008
Sderot has continued to grow, with the construction of over 3,000 new
apartments in the past five years, a sports complex, and a shopping mall.

“However, the residual effects of years of bombardment by rockets
launched from Gaza combined with the ever-present threat that a rocket
might be coming at any second have taken their toll on many residents of
Sderot, especially children.”

Although Mayor Davidi’s first ever visit to Winnipeg came only three
years ago, in many ways that seems like a lifetime ago. So, when I received
a text message from David Greaves, JNF Saskatchewan-Manitoba
Executive Director, on Tuesday morning, May 31st, asking me whether I
would be able to come down to the Asper Campus to meet with the mayor
of Sderot, I actually had forgotten that we had met.

So, when I walked up to the table at Schmoozer’s where the mayor was
sitting with David Greaves (and two other representatives of the JNF), I
was surprised when Mayor Davidi said he remembered me. (I didn’t
remember meeting him.) He said that he had been to Winnipeg before and
made the usual observation about even though Winnipeg was cold, it has a
very warm community.

(I told him that if he thought it was cold when he was here the last time,
he should have been here this past winter if he really wanted to experience
cold.)

As it was, much of what the mayor had to tell me wasn’t all that differ-
ent from what I discovered I had written about what he told those of us who
were in that boardroom three years ago - after I read my account of that
2019 visit again. 

What is different though is that a project financed by JNF Canada, known
as The Bervin JNF Canada House of Excellence has now finally begun
construction. Here is what we wrote about that project last year, prior to last
year’s Negev Gala, which honoured Ted and Harriet Lyons:

“The Bervin JNF Canada House of Excellence is to be built in Sderot,
which is the community that has always been the most immediate target of
missiles launched over the years from the Gaza Strip. This particular facil-
ity is intended to serve as an after-school education, empowerment, and
enrichment centre for high school students from Sderot and its surround-
ings, who will be provided with the necessary tools and skills for personal
and scholastic success’.”

“The choice of Sderot as the location for this year’s project for JNF
Canada (and, by the way, for the first time ever, all Negev Galas held across
Canada in 2021 have earmarked funds for the Bervin project - hoping to
raise $4 million altogether), was made long before Sderot found itself com-
ing under incessant fire just a few weeks ago. (Incidentally, of that $4 mil-
lion to be raised across Canada, over $1. 3 million has already been raised
from Winnipeg donors, including $100,000 from Ted and Harriet Lyons
themselves.”

When I chatted with Mayor Davidi on May 31,
I asked him how much Sderot has changed in the
time that he’s been mayor?

He said, “We are not ‘surviving’, we believe in
our city. We decide Hamas will not win us. We
will build our city to be a very strong communi-
ty.”

At the same time though, Davidi reminded me
that the omnipresent fear of a missile being
launched from Gaza is still top of mind for almost
everyone who lives in Sderot.

“You know that when you wake up in the morn-
ing, you always need a place to hide,” he
observed. “I need to make our lives better.”

We talked about the young people of Sderot -
the kinds of young people for whom Bervin
House may offer a life-changing experience.

“The children in Sderot are like a special unit in
the army,” Davidi said. “They’re always on the

front line.”
In response to the difficulties with which they’re presented, Bervin

House promises to give those young people opportunities to better their
lives by equipping them with the skills that are so desperately needed in
Israel’s mushrooming high-tech sector.

“Our mission,” Davidi said, “is to prepare students with the skills to work
in high-tech companies.”

On that point, I asked him whether any high-tech companies have actu-
ally located in Sderot?  Davidi quickly rattled off a list of names of com-
panies, adding that as much as the Sderot economy has improved over the
years, it still is well in need of support, reminding me that it first began as
a development town for Sephardi refugees from Arab countries in the
1950s. Things really began to pick up though with the arrival of thousands
of Russian immigrants, beginning in the 1990s, Davidi added.

When I asked him why he had come back to Winnipeg after having been
here only three years ago, he said that he wanted to thank Winnipeggers for
the support they’ve shown, mentioning several individuals by name,
including Ted and Harriet Lyons, Larry and Tova Vickar, and Nola Lazar.
Then he added this interesting tidbit: One of Nola and Matthew Lazar’s two
daughters (both of whom have made aliyah) is now living in Sderot, as part
of her social work training. I said that I would definitely try to contact her
to ask her to describe her experience living there. I hope that I will soon be
able to have a report.
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Mayor of Sderot pays a return visit to Winnipeg

Mayor Alon Davidi with me (Note: I was
wearing my Shurat HaDin sweatshirt, which I
trot out every time I meet a visiting Israeli dig-
nitary. I figure it gives me some street cred with
them.)

Iran confirms ‘martyrdom’ of aerospace sci-
entist who died in suspicious circumstances
Report: Ayoob Entezari reportedly died in hospital with symptoms of poi-
soning after being invited to a dinner party by an associate, who is said
to have subsequently fled Iran

(June 6, 2022 / JNS) Iranian
authorities have confirmed the
“martyrdom” of an Iranian
aerospace scientist who died
last week in suspicious cir-
cumstances, Iran International
reported on Sunday.

Ayoob Entezari, who held a
PhD in mechanical and aero-
space engineering from
Tehran’s Sharif University,
“returned home after a dinner
meeting with symptoms of
food poisoning and died in
hospital in Yazd as his condition worsened,” according to the report.
“Some sources” also reported that the individual who had invited Entezari
to the party had subsequently fled the country, it continued.

The London-based outlet noted that there were conflicting reports circu-
lating with regard to Entezari’s death, with some calling it an assassination
and the government calling it an illness. However, the report noted that
despite the government’s official stance, the Yazd governor-general’s
office had presented Entezari’s family with a certificate confirming his
“martyrdom.” This, the report continued, is a label not used for accidental
deaths.

Yazd local judicial authorities on Sunday rejected claims that Enezari
was working on unmanned aerial vehicles and missiles, claiming that he
was instead an “ordinary employee of an industrial company and died in
hospital due to illness,” said the report.

On Friday, Iranian opposition media outlets claimed that a second Iranian
scientist, nuclear expert Kamran Malafor, who worked at the Natanz ura-
nium enrichment site in Isfahan, died under mysterious circumstances as
well.

An Iranian drone. Reports claimed
the scientist was working on
unmanned aerial vehicles and missiles.



The month-long series of large scale com-
munity events kicked off this past week
with the JNF Negev Gala, which was

viewed online once again – similar to last year’s
event.

I found it to be a relatively fast paced affair
with some exceptionally outstanding entertain-
ment, although I would have liked to have

known a little bit more about the entertainers. There were so many of them
and, for the most part, I was not familiar with them. Apparently, however,
they were all local performers which, once again, is a reflection of the
superb talent that this city continues to spawn.

As for the honourees – Gail Asper and Michael Paterson, they were good
sports about the whole thing, sitting by themselves in the Concert Hall –
pretending to be watching the entertainment, along with the accolades that
they were receiving. Now, while the accolades were actually delivered to
Gail and Michael in person, as they revealed in my interview with them
that I published in the last issue, they hadn’t actually seen any of the musi-
cal performances in advance. I couldn’t help but think of the two Muppets
on Sesame Street who would be shown reacting to something on that show,
sitting by themselves in what I suppose to be some sort of theatre, and
heckling what they were seeing. (I Googled their names – just for the fun
of it; I didn’t know they had names. Did you know they were called
“Statler” and “Waldorf”?)

Don’t get me wrong , Gail and Michael – I’m not suggesting you were
Muppets – although I did get a real kick out of Gail’s often exuberant reac-
tion to something that she was not actually seeing. Good for you, Gail, for
playing along with the pretense.

Further to the JNF – as I note in my article on page 3 of this issue, I had
a chance to sit down with the mayor of Sderot this past week when I
received an unexpected invitation to come down to the Campus to meet
with Alon Davidi. Mayor Davidi was here at the invitation of the JNF to
meet with Winnipeggers who have played such prominent roles in helping
to build much needed infrastructure in a city that has so often served as a
target for missiles fired from Gaza. The mayor was so appreciative of the
support that Winnipeg’s Jewish community has given Sderot that he said he
wanted to thank some key individ-
uals in person.

While the JNF has certainly con-
tinued to be featured on the pages
of this newspaper on a regular
basis, and it still has a very strong
presence in Winnipeg, the same
cannot be said for other Israeli
institutions that used to have quite
high profiles in Winnipeg, fore-
most among which is the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.

Similar to the support that
the Asper Foundation and
members of the Asper family
have given to the JNF, they
have also been staunch sup-
porters of the Hebrrew
University (along with many
other Israeli institutions).
The former executive direc-
tor of the Asper Foundation,
Moe Levy, is about to be
honoured in Jerusalem this
month by the Hebrew
University at its upcoming
Board of Governors meeting
on June 13 when a hall in the
IMRIC building (Institute for
Medical Research Israel-
Canada) will be named for
Moe and his late wife,
Barbara.

I spoke with Moe recently.
He’s in Israel now, he told
me, working on another pro-
ject with which the Asper
Foundation is strongly
entwined: The World’s

Jewish Museum, in Tel Aviv.
Moe reminded me that the last major event held here by the Canadian

Friends of the Hebrew University was in 2014 when he was the recipient
of the Scopus Award during a gala affair that was actually the first major
gala held at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. That event culmi-
nated in raising $1 million for the Hebrew University, which was a record
amount raised at any Hebrew University event in Canada to that point. It
wasn’t long thereafter, however, that the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew
University decided to take a different tack and downsize its presence in
Winnipeg – in a move that still remains unexplained.

While the Hebrew University now has a much lower profile in Winnipeg,
I’m glad to see that we were contacted by the Canadian Friends of Tel Aviv
University in an effort to make Winnipeggers aware of the important
research being conducted at that university – in this case into providing
clean drinking water for the developing world. Again, it’s the Asper
Foundation, led by Gail Asper, that’s taking a lead role in helping to fund
that very important research. By the way, Gail will be in Jerusalem herself
to attend the Hebrew University Board of Governors meeting. Her tireless
work on behalf of so many worthy causes is certainly exemplary, yet Gail
retains the same sense of humour about herself that leads her to be so much
fun to interview any time I’ve had the chance to do that. 

As for Michael Paterson, he’s back in his second home – the experimen-
tal lakes area of Northern Ontario, where he’s continuing to research the
effects that humans have on the environment. What an interesting combi-
nation those two represent: a sort of Yin and Yang as a couple.

While this particular issue certainly has its share of positive coverage of
certain aspects of life in Israel, as you can see if you take a look at our let-
ters page that we also provide a forum for critics of Israel.

In our last issue I reported on my having attended the “Naqba” rally at
City Hall on May 15, which I described as “boring.” I didn’t mean to den-
igrate the cause for which perhaps 200-300 people had assembled, I simply
suggested that hearing the same recitations over and over again of 750,000
Palestinians being forced to leave their homes in 1948 is getting as old as
hearing the opposite point of view-  that the Palestinians left of their own
volition when they were told that Arab armies would drive the Jews into the
sea.

We hear these two competing narratives so often that they both lose cred-
ibility. What happened in 1948 was a combination of many things, includ-
ing the nascent state of Israel being attacked by Arab armies, but also
Israelis, both within the Haganah and paramilitary forces, attacking
defenseless Arabs and, in many cases, forcing them to leave their homes.

The history of that particular period in history is constantly being opened
up to new scrutiny. Certainly much of what many of us were led to think
about what happened has been mythologized, but what good will come of
constantly harkening back to atrocities that may very well have been com-
mitted - on both sides?

Just as so many issues have led to increased polarization in recent years,
especially once Donald Trump was elected President in 2016, the divide
between Israelis and Palestinians has become much wider. I just finished
reading a fascinating article in Haaretz describing how eager Binyamin
Netanyahu was at one time to forge a peace deal with Syria, even going so
far as being willing to give back the Golan Heights. It was around the time
that Bill Clinton was President, Yitzhak Rabin had been assassinated, and
Netanyahu was trying to establish a reputation as a worthy successor to
Rabin.

It’s mind boggling to think that someone who we now think of as an out-
right hawk when it comes to any aspect of Israel’s security could ever have
countenanced making such major concessions to a country that had long
been one of Israel’s most implacable foes, but apparently the evidence is
there to support that.

Again, as I’ve tried to make the case for years now, nuance is all impor-
tant in diplomacy and in studying history. Yes, the Palestinians have a very
legitimate case to make, but we’re going to get nowhere if their argument
is framed in terms that describe what happened in 1948 only as the expul-
sion of 750,000 innocent Palestinians. To me, that’s about as convincing as
saying that Jews have a God-given right to all the territory from the
Mediterranean to the Jordan River.

And, while I’m glad that this paper can serve as a forum where both sides
to the argument are motivated to present their views, the reality is that there
is no one “truth” that can describe what happened in 1948. At least though
I’m glad that many Jews are quite willing to listen to the Palestinian per-
spective on events. I’m not so sure the same can be said for the other side.
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Editorial/comment

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN

Moe & the late Barbary Levy
will have a hall named after them

in the IMRIC building at the
Hebrew University
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Letters
Further to the Naqba rally at City Hall May 15

Bernie
Your comments about the Nakba commemoration that took place recent-

ly at city hall were disappointing. It was encouraging that you attended the
event and your article could have been a great opportunity to provide some
historical context as to the importance of Nakba and its meaning to the
Palestinian people. Instead you wrote that the event was boring. Why is it
boring to hear the tragic stories of the displacement of Palestinian families?
Why don’t the history and the rights of Palestinian people count? 

Bernie, your article promotes anti Palestinian sentiments and racism
instead of discourse and the promotion of understanding. As Jews we
should care about the human rights of Palestinian people.

There is a natural comparison to Canada’s history with the colonization
and displacement of the Indigenous peoples of Canada. There is wide sup-
port in Canada and amongst Canadian Jews to right the wrongs done to our
Indigenous peoples. Similarly the Palestinians who have been under Israeli
occupation for decades deserve recognition. UJPO signed on in support of
this Nakba commemoration because we advocate for the human rights of
all peoples.
Ellen Karlinsky, Acting Chair
Harriet Zaidman, Secretary
United Jewish People’s Order, Winnipeg Chapter

Hi Bernie
I too was also at the Naqba rally on May 15th. 
There was a lot of enthusiasm from the pro-Palestinian crowd at the rally

and much middle Eastern music. 
The rally was well organized and presented a ceremonial Palestinian flag

raising. This was requested from city council but was refused. The orga-
nizers felt that since the Ukranian flag was raised at city hall to support
their resistance to the Russian invasion so the Palestinian flag should be
raised to commemorate the expulsion of 750,00 Palestinians from their
homes and villages in 1948. The organizers brought their own flagpole and
raised the Palestinian flag in defiance of this decision. The speakers noted
that the dispossession of Palestinians continues to this day in Jerusalem and
the West Bank. This has been confirmed by B’Tselem, Human Rights
Watch, Amnesty International and most recently by the United Nations.
Israel is an Apartheid state beyond doubt and the supporters of Israel need
to hang their heads in shame. I went to Camp Hatikvah in the Okanagan
both as a camper and counsellor. I led Young Judah youth groups. I don’t
regret my youthful enthusiasm as I saw Israel as a progressive place, but
no longer. I was duped by Zionist propaganda. I was somewhat encouraged
by Zev Cohen’s piece in the JPN, and to hear that at least some voices in
Israel are willing to confront the Zionist narrative. However unless Jews
are willing to confront the reality of Israeli Apartheid, we will continue to
be complicit in war crimes and remain on the wrong side of history.
David Weller

Choice for Israel is between partition and total war
Israel’s modern version of a biblical prophet was the late Yishayahu

Leibovitch (1903-1994). This renaissance man was a professor of bio-
chemistry, organic chemistry, and neurophysiology at Hebrew University
in Jerusalem. He was a principal editor and contributor to the Hebrew
Encyclopedia. Above all, he was one of the leading Jewish thinkers of the
twentieth century. Leibovitch was one of, if not the first, to warn of the
destructive political, social, and moral ramifications of Israel’s oppressive
occupation of Gaza and the West Bank, now into its fifty-sixth year with
no end in sight. Unfortunately, to our great detriment, he and his ideas are
not well known or understood among Jews in Israel and the Diaspora. 

In Israel, he is denigrated by the religious establishment for his views on
Judaism. He is generally hated and discounted by many Israelis of varying
political persuasions because of the seemingly brusque and provocative
tone of his opinions and dire predictions. But for anyone with even a pass-
ing acquaintance with his pronouncements, it is evident that Prof.
Leibovitch clearly foresaw and predicted Israel’s downward spiral into
illiberalism, ethno-Jewish political and social domination, xenophobia, and
rabid nationalism.

I would highly recommend that anyone interested in the future of Israel
and the Jewish people devote time to reading the words of Prof.
Leibovitch.

Leibovitch once said that the choice before Israel was between partition
of the land and total war. By now, it must be clear that the Jews of Israel,
their leaders, and their supporters in the Diaspora have chosen the path of
total war. Partition is a dead horse clung to by a sliver of the left lacking
the courage of its convictions. What remains, in effect, is a one-state solu-
tion that is evolving gradually toward full-fledged apartheid. Currently, the
single state entity called Israel comprises three distinct groups. The first
consists of the dominant Jews who, at least temporarily, benefit from all the
rights and trappings of democracy. The second is that of Palestinian-Arab
citizens of Israel who participate nominally in the democratic process but
whose social, political, and economic rights are limited across the board
and who are seen by many Jews as a constant threat and as “supporters of
terror.” Finally, there are the Palestinians under occupation who have no
human or other rights and are under continual oppression. 

The ongoing total war that Israel is waging in the territory between the
Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan river is not a classical military cam-
paign, although much bloodshed is an integral part of it in Gaza and on the
West Bank. Israel’s total war encompasses every available tool and weapon
– political, economic, social, educational, religious, and military – to main-
tain and enlarge Jewish domination and to defeat any perceived threat to it.
As time goes by, in addition to extinguishing any hope of Palestinian self-
determination alongside Israel, it will necessitate authoritarian and
apartheid-style measures to keep the Palestinian-Arab citizens of Israel
“under control.” The so-called Nation-State law that enshrines inequality is
just a preliminary stage. An acute sign of this trend is the recent threat
made by former Likud minister Israel Katz while speaking at the Knesseth.
He said, “I warned the Arab students, who are flying Palestine flags at uni-
versities: Remember 48. Remember our independence war and your
Nakba, don’t stretch the rope too much.”

Similar measures will undoubtedly be used to quash the remnants of
opposition by Jewish democrats. Their leaders are, at the moment, pathet-
ically abandoning basic principles in blind support of a right-wing govern-
ment whose only goal is to block the return of the indicted criminal
Netanyahu but whose policies mirror those of previous nationalist-Haredi
coalitions. They have no goals beyond this panicky stop-gap political
action.  

The future looks bleak, and barring a “black swan” development, noth-
ing is there to slow or stop the descent into darkness. Israel as a framework
entity will probably survive. Many Jews will happily enjoy special status
and benefits, and “Hasbara” will continue to describe everything as out-
standing. But it will not be the homeland for Jews that Ben Gurion and the
progenitors of the state envisioned in the Declaration of Independence
(well worth re-reading) and the “light unto the nations” that has long been
extinguished will not be rekindled.   
Zev Cohen  

Also a big fan of Thomas Friedman
Like you, I am reader of the New York Times (the digital version for 6

days a week costs me $4.50 Canadian a month) and I too enjoy Thomas
Friedman’s columns. When you referenced him in your last Short Takes
you didn’t mention that Thomas is Jewish and was brought up close to
Winnipeg in St Paul, Minnesota. 

His columns on the Middle East demonstrate that being Jewish doesn’t
mean you have to approach the subject of Israel (a la Myron Love) from a
biased one sided viewpoint in which being opposed to Israel’s policies or
behaviour automatically makes you an anti-Semite. By the way there is an
excellent opinion article in The Times today by Frank Bruni who posits
that we are on dangerous ground when we outsource too much of our judg-
ment to religious authorities and genuflect too readily before them. As we
have learned, organized religions has been found to include clerics who
have committed sexual abuse and these religions have tried to cover up
these crimes. 
Irwin Corobow

Boycott advocates claim victory as General Mills
divests its dough operation

June 1, 2022 (JTA) – General Mills announced Tuesday it would be fully
divesting from a business venture in Israel that had operated in an East
Jerusalem settlement, in a move pro-Palestinian activists celebrated as the
result of their campaign against the food conglomerate.

The Minnesota-based company has operated a Pillsbury frozen-food fac-
tory in the Atarot Industrial Zone since 2002, in a joint venture with Israeli
investment group Bodan Holdings. In a statement, the company said it
would sell its majority stake in the venture back to Bodan as part of a larg-
er international investment strategy.

General Mills’ statement did not mention politics and noted that the com-
pany had previously moved to sell off its European dough business, as well,
also divesting from countries including Germany, the United Kingdom and
Ireland.

In a statement to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, the company also
denied that politics had anything to do with its decision.

“We have made clear the global business strategy that drove this deci-
sion,” company spokesperson Kelsey Roemhildt said. “Any claims by oth-
ers taking credit for this decision are false. We continue to sell our products
in Israel and look forward to continuing to serve Israeli consumers with our
other brands.”

Still, some pro-Palestinian activists rushed to take credit for the move.
General Mills has been on their radar since it was included in a 2020 United
Nations database of companies doing business in Israeli settlements.

American Friends Service Committee, a Quaker-affiliated activist organi-
zation that has been pushing the company to end its Israel operations via a
campaign called “No Dough For The Occupation,” took credit for the
divestment in a statement.

“General Mills’ divestment shows that public pressure works even on the
largest of corporations,” Noam Perry, a member of the group’s Economic
Activism team, said in the statement. 

Descendants of the Pillsbury family, who no longer own the company,
urged a boycott of its products last April in the Minneapolis Star-Tribune
because of the factory in Atarot. “We call on General Mills to stop doing
business on occupied land,” reads the op-ed, signed by Quinnipac
University professor and Green Party activist Charlie Pillsbury and four
other members of the Pillsbury family.



By BERNIE BELLAN

Following upon the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre’s
resounding success with its 2021 summertime pro-
duction of “Dear Jack Dear Louise,” the WJT is

once again about to present a play outdoors, beginning
June 11, with the Canadian premiere of “The Flying
Lovers of Vitebsk”.

Since I really knew nothing about this upcoming pro-
duction, other than how it was described in an ad that ran
in our last issue “Art comes to life in this music-filled tale
of the romance between Marc and Bella Chagall,” I
thought I’d better contact WJT Artistic Director Ari
Weinberg to give me a more complete description of
what this play is all about.

Ari said: “It’s a play by Daniel Jamieson, who’s a
British playwright. It tells the story of the relationship

between Marc and Bella Chagall. It’s all about their
love for each other and the history of their relationship
– and his painting, and the story of their meeting in
1914 in Vitebsk, the revolution in Russia, how they sur-
vived pogroms together, built a life together, and when
she passed away, he shared the stories and the note-
books that she wrote – so the play is all about creativi-
ty and love.”

I asked: “How is the play set? Is it dialogue between
the two or is it reading out reminiscences – or letters (as
was the case in “Dear Jack Dear Louise”)?”

Ari: “It’s sort of a memory play. It starts with Marc as
an old man and then it goes back in time and we see
various snippets of their relationship at various points
in their lives. The time is a bit fluid – it’s mostly
chronological, but there are a couple of moments when

we go backward in time. It’s sort of like a dream
play…it’s sort of like his paintings.

“There are scenes where they talk to each other,
and there are scenes where they talk directly to the
audience. We also have a pianist and a cellist to play
this beautiful music – there are also dance
sequences throughout the show.”

JP&N: “There’s no singing then?”
Ari: “There is. There are a couple of songs in the

show.”

JP&N: “It sounds highly original. Where has this
play been staged before now?”

Ari went on to describe how it was first staged by
a British-based theatrical company known as “Knee
high” which, unfortunately, was forced to close as a
result of the hit that Covid took on almost all live
theatrical productions. 

“The Flying Lovers of Vitebsk” was first per-
formed seven years ago, Ari explained – which also
corresponded with his first year as WJT Artistic
Director.

“It received rave reviews,” he noted, and it
“toured a little bit in Britain.”

“I actually tried to get this play,” he said – “in the
same year we did ‘Dr. Ruth.’”

At the time though, Ari continued, “Knee high”
was actually hoping to tour the play throughout
North America, including Canada, and they wanted
to do the Canadian premiere themselves (even
though their planned tour didn’t include Winnipeg),
“so we didn’t get the rights.”

“After the pandemic,” Ari said, “after the success
of ‘Dear Jack Dear Louise’ I began thinking of
other shows we could produce and this one came
up.”

Like “Dear Jack Dear Louise,” “The Flying
Lovers of Vitebsk” is going to be performed in a
tent. 

“Chagall painted on a canvas. This play will be
performed inside a canvas,” Ari observed. “How do
we bring people into the world of Chagall? This
play seemed like the perfect play to do.”

This will be the first production outside of the UK
production then – which toured in the States, Ari
said, but “this will be the Canadian premiere – the
first production to ever happen that was not the
original production.

“The really other beautiful thing about our pro-
duction,” Ari continued, “is we’re doing it in the
round – so the tent will be set up and the set is a
giant circle.”

As far as the performers go, Ari said “We have
two incredible young performers: Daniel
Greenberg, who is from Toronto, and Isidora
Kecman, who is also from Toronto. They sing, they
dance, they act – they’re incredible performers.”

As I was preparing to end my conversation with
Ari, I added this comment: “Marc Chagall - he was
quite the surrealist. I can just imagine what your set
is going to look like – dancing cows and, of course,
the moon prominently featured – right?”

Ari: “Wait till you see it. There are props that
evoke his paintings – we’ve got a cow and a roost-
er that look like they came right out of his paint-
ings.”

6 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, June 8, 2022

Community news

J U N E  1 1 – 1 9 
P R E V I E W J U N E  9

Art comes to life in this 
music-fi lled tale of the 
romance between Marc 
and Bella Chagall.

tickets available 
by calling

204.477.7478
or online at wjt.ca

M U S I C  B Y  I A N  R O S S

by Daniel Jamieson

W I N N I P EG  J E W I S H  T H E AT R E  P R E S E N T S

OPENS THIS 
WEEKEND

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre to present Canadian premiere of “The Flying Lovers of Vitebsk”

Isidora Kecman & Daniel
Greenberg in a scene from “The
Flying Lovers of Vitebsk.”



Good morning,
My name is Gustavo Zentner, and I

am the President of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, the repre-
sentative body of Manitoba’s Jewish
community.

I would like to begin by extending
sincere thanks on behalf of our com-
munity to The Honourable Andrew
Smith, Minister of Sport, Culture,
and Heritage, as well as The
Honourable Ron Schuler, for inviting
us here today to participate in today’s
dedication.

We applaud the Province of
Manitoba for the introduction of the
Jewish Heritage Month Act, declar-
ing May as Jewish Heritage Month in
Manitoba. The Federal designation
of the month of May as Canadian
Jewish Heritage Month was passed
unanimously by Parliament, and
since then, other provinces such as
Ontario and British Columbia have
followed suit.

I wish to recognize the work and
leadership displayed by Senator
Linda Frum for her work in getting
the Canadian Jewish Heritage Month
Act passed in 2018. I had an oppor-
tunity to meet with Senator Frum last
week and was particularly humbled
to reflect on the importance of Jewish
Heritage Month and its implications
for Canada.

We are pleased to count
Manitoba among the provinces
that celebrate the contributions of
its Jewish citizens, who have a
long and storied history in this
province.

It is from that position of
strength, community building, and
positive engagement that I bring
remarks to mark this momentous
occasion. Let me be clear: the
Jewish community is joined by
many other ethnic groups and
faith-based organizations that have
made significant contributions to
our province.

Deeply rooted in Jewish values,
we celebrate and promote inclu-
sion, equality, and diversity as
reflected by the Jewish community
delegation accompanying me here
today.

Our Jewish community has
played a leading role in the devel-
opment of this province and,
throughout our history here, has
partnered with Manitobans and
others to make this a prosperous
and welcoming province for all.

In 1877-1878 the first known
Jewish residents of Manitoba
arrived. By the dawn of the fol-
lowing decade, more Jewish immi-
grants began to arrive in Manitoba,
establishing themselves as mer-

By BERNIE BELLAN

The Manitoba Legislature
passed a motion unanimously
on Tuesday, May 31 that rec-

ognizes May as “Jewish Heritage
Month” in Manitoba.

In a press release describing the
motion, it was noted that
“Springfield-Richot MLA Ron
Schuler was pleased to present Bill
240, The Jewish Heritage Month
Act, which would make each year’s
month of May Jewish Heritage
Month. The Bill was first read on
Monday, May 30, and was debated
on Tuesday May 31. Many promi-
nent Jewish community leaders and
organizations watched from the
gallery.

“ ‘Jewish people have persevered
throughout human history, and
throughout Canadian history as
well,’ said Schuler. ‘We will never
forget the atrocities committed dur-
ing the Second World War and the
Holocaust. As Canadians, we need
to learn from our past and do our
part to ensure that these events never
happen again.’

Following is the text of the act:
WHEREAS Manitoba is home to a

strong and vibrant Jewish communi-
ty;

AND WHEREAS Manitoba’s
Jewish community is the fifth-
largest Jewish population in Canada;

AND WHEREAS Manitoba’s
Jewish community reflects the

vibrant history and diverse culture of
the Jewish people;

AND WHEREAS the Jewish com-
munity has made significant contri-
butions to the growth and prosperity
of Manitoba while overcoming
tremendous obstacles;

AND WHEREAS the month of
May is meaningful for the Jewish
community;

AND WHEREAS celebrating the
Jewish community in Manitoba will
provide an opportunity to educate
future generations about the inspira-
tional role that Jewish Manitobans
have played and continue to play
across Manitoba;

THEREFORE HER MAJESTY,
by and with the advice and consent
of the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba, enacts as follows:

Jewish Heritage Month
In each year, the month of May is

to be known throughout Manitoba as
Jewish Heritage Month.

Following passage of the act, vari-
ous representatives of the Jewish
community,along with some stu-
dents from Gray Academy, met with
members of the provincial govern-
ment, including MLA Ron Schuler
and MLA Andrew Micklefield.

Jewish Federation President
Gustavo Zentner then read remarks
describing the history of the Jewish
community in Manitoba. 

(See following story.)
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Manitoba Legislature recognizes May as “Jewish Heritage Month”

On May 31, representatives of the Jewish community and members of the
Manitoba Legislature were on hand for the passage of an act that declares
May as “Jewish Heritage Month” in Manitoba.
In the picture, front row (l-r): Jon Gerrard, MLA, River Heights;  Elaine
Goldstine, CEO, Jewish Federation; Ron Shuler, MLA, Springfield-
Ritchot (and presenter of the bill); Gustavo Zentner, President, Jewish
Federation; Carol Duboff, board member, Jewish Federation; Andrew
Micklefield, MLA, Rossmere (and seconder of the bill); Shelley Faintuch,
former Community Relations Director, Jewish Federation; Haskel
Greenfeld, U of M Judaic Studies Program Coordinator
second row (l-r): Adam Levy, Communications & Public Relations
Director, Jewish Federation; Belle Jarniewski, Executive Director, Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada; (behind Belle) Patrick Elazar,
Member, Jewish Federation board; Stan Carbone, Director of Programs
& Exhibits, JHCWC; Ruth Ashrafi, B’nai Brith Manitoba Regional
Director; John Diamond, CEO, Jewish Foundation of Manitoba; 
third row, (l-r): Gray Academy students Emery Rosen, Max Eilberg;
Adriana Glickman, Winnipeg Program Coordinator, B’nai Brith; Gray
Academy student Eden Avimelek;  Judi Price-Rosen, Gray Academy staff
representative 

Speech delivered by Mr. Gustavo Zentner
President, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg May 31,
2022 at the Manitoba Legislative Building, mark-

ing May as “Jewish Heritage Month”

(Continued on page 8. 
See “Jewish Heritage.”)
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chants, peddlers, and traders. By 1881,
there were 33 Jewish families in
Manitoba, and the total Jewish population
numbered about one hundred.

Early settlers of Jewish descent had a profound impact on our business
community. I reflect on the life of Max Goldstine, a Hudson’s Bay factor
at Fort Qu’Appelle during the Riel Rebellion. He moved to Winnipeg in
1880, married Jennie Cohn from Lexington, Kentucky and in 1883 estab-
lished a clothing and general merchandise business, The Manitoba
Clothing Company. One full century later, his great-grandson, Dr. Ian
Goldstine, my friend, led the Manitoba Medical Association, now Doctors
Manitoba, in 1993, and led the Jewish community as President from 2001-
2003.

In the early 1880s, Alexander II, the Czar of Russia, was assassinated in
St. Petersburg. The Russian government quickly pointed the finger at the
Jews of Russia for his assassination. This caused its population to revolt
against Russia’s Jewish population, who began to face unprecedented anti-
semitism through violent antisemitic attacks known as pogroms.

This caused a mass exodus of Jews from Russia. Seeking a land of
opportunity free of antisemitism, many of them chose Manitoba as their
new home, leading to the tripling of the Jewish population here to over
300 by 1882. 

All was not bright for Jews once they arrived here, however, as many
struggled to adapt to new cultural, political, and socio-economic condi-
tions.

However, they persevered, and by the late 1880s land was assigned to
Jewish farm settlers within Manitoba, in locations such as Niverville,
Bender Hamlet, and Camper. Closer to Winnipeg, several Jewish farmers
set up dairy farms.

In the decades that followed, rampant antisemitism began to tear through
Europe, which led to the influx of Jewish immigrants to Manitoba contin-
uing. By the turn of the century, the Jewish population here had increased
to just over 1,500. By 1921, it had grown to over 16,000.

Standing here with you today is a privilege I do not take for granted, and
I believe it is only fitting to reflect on some of the individuals who have
built the core of our community and province.

A recently published book called “Healing Lives, A Century of Manitoba
Jewish Physicians,” narrates the contributions made by Jewish doctors to
our province. It was in Portage La Prairie that, in 1883, Jewish doctors
started to engage in a variety of medical practices, primarily internal and
respiratory, led by Dr. Cherniack. With growing cases of tuberculosis, Dr.
Earl Hershfield led a practice in Northern and Aboriginal communities. 

It is fascinating to reflect on the fact that, despite the ‘numerus clausa’ in
place at that time - to ensure that the “right people” practiced medicine,
members of our community continued with their commitment to build
community and serve to the greatest extent possible…such as Dr. Ruven
Lyons, who retired at the age of 82 from his obstetrics practice,  and who
also served as President of  Shaarey Zedek Congregation.

That commitment was further carried on by Dr. Edward Lyons, whose
leadership has included his role as President of the Canadian Association
of Radiology and the International Society of Radiology and Ultrasound.

This is reflective of how Manitobans are in having an impact at national
and international levels. Dr. Lyons, my friend and mentor, was also a for-
mer President of Congregation Shaarey Zedek and a Past President of the
Federation.

Members of our community have also played vital roles in the judicial
system, advocating for the rule of law, and occupying many notable posi-
tions within the judicial system in Manitoba.

It was in the decades that followed the first migration of Jews to
Manitoba that Jewish people began to make an indelible mark on the his-
torical fabric of Manitoba, through their increased participation in social,
business, and political spheres.

Unfortunately, partly as a byproduct of their further integration into soci-
ety, many experienced antisemitism. As late as the 1930s, Jews were
excluded from private clubs and popular vacation spots here in Manitoba.

Undeterred, they continued to flourish. In the early 1960s, the Jewish
population of Manitoba peaked at 21,000 and then began to decline. In
1990 Winnipeg’s Jewish population had fallen to less than 16,000 due to
an aging population along with younger members of the community leav-
ing to find opportunities in larger Canadian cities.

That is when leaders of our community took charge and undertook a
series of actions to reverse that worrisome trend. The first was the opening
of the Asper Jewish Community Campus in September 1997 - which still
serves as the beating heart of our community to this day. Our Federation’s
GrowWinnipeg initiative followed shortly thereafter, focuseing on the
retention of our local Jewish population, and active recruitment of Jewish
immigrants from all over the world.

Key to these efforts was outreach to the Jewish communities of Latin
America, especially Argentina. In 1998, their Honours, Gary and Janice
Filmon led efforts to open Manitoba to members of the Argentinean Jewish
community, who were encouraged to consider moving to Manitoba and start-

ing new lives here.
As a result, our Federation organized a program to actively recruit Jewish

families from South America, which was quite successful in our revitaliza-
tion efforts. Over the next several years, close to 500 South American
Jewish families moved to Winnipeg, where they became a prosperous con-
tingent of our local population. I am proud to say that I am here because
of the initiative shown by certain individuals and humbled to play a lead-
ership role standing on the shoulders of remarkable Manitobans.

For nearly 150 years, Jewish people have contributed to the social, polit-
ical, and cultural vibrancy of Manitoba. Notably, members of our commu-
nity’s leadership have paved the way to enable our province to reach inter-
national heights while building a strong community in Manitoba and across
Canada. The late Izzy Asper was one of our leaders who played a promi-
nent role in government, leading the Manitoba Liberal Party, developing a
strong legal and business practice, and becoming the cornerstone of phil-
anthropy in our province by establishing the Asper Foundation. One of his
most accomplished legacies is the Canadian Museum for Human Rights,
which he envisioned by drawing on Jewish values and a commitment to
Tikkun- Olam, a Hebrew phrase meaning ‘repairing the world’.

With us today, we are surrounded by representatives of the Asper Jewish
Community Campus, home of most of Manitoba’s Jewish institutions.

Our community’s commitment to heritage is highlighted by the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada. Our sports and experiential Jewish life
are enabled by the beautiful and vibrant Rady Jewish Community Centre;
and our youth camps, B’nai Brith Camp and Camp Massad, leading our
experiential Judaism and delivering youth programs in Manitoba.

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, established in 1964, has surpassed
$150 million in endowments, and plays a key role in enabling and spon-
soring activities within and outside the Jewish community. I am proud to
serve on its Board of Directors and can see first-hand the impact its con-
tributions make.

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s mandate is to enable a secure, con-
nected, and safe community for all. We celebrate this month and look to
the future by ensuring Jewish education, as exemplified by the Gray
Academy of Jewish Education and other Hebrew and Jewish programs at
other schools across our city, providing formal education for generations to
come.

We are vigilant in monitoring the rise of antisemitism across Canada; I
recognize the work done by B’nai B’rith Canada to eradicate racism
and hatred.

Our clergy and others not  only serve roles in our  Jewish synagogues,
they also engage in cross-communal and inter-faith activities, contributing
to a prosperous and connected province, based on Jewish values and deep
connections with other communities in Manitoba. I recognize the work
done by the Manitoba Council of Rabbis with other faith groups in our
province.

As I stand here today, I can’t help but wonder what those first Jewish
immigrants who arrived here in Manitoba would think of the active, thriv-
ing community that we have built – and what they would think of us, stand-
ing here today, celebrating the contributions of Jewish people in the
Province of Manitoba, in partnership with our elected officials, at the invi-
tation of the Government of Manitoba to the Manitoba Legislative
Building. Today, The Manitoba Government has unanimously passed the
adoption of Bill 240, The Jewish Heritage Month Act.

In this month of May, we recognize, remember, and reflect on the horrors
of the Holocaust -Yom HaShoah. We remember and honour the Israeli sol-
diers and those who have fallen in defense of the State of Israel and the
Jewish world (Hebrew: Tzvah’ Haganat Israel), the Israel Defense Forces,
or IDF.

And we celebrate the great State of Israel, a sovereign democracy, home
of the Jewish people wherever they reside… a country committed to sup-
porting humanity around the world, (Hebrew: Am Israel Chai; Eretz Israel
Chai) The People of Israel Live, The State of Israel Lives.

2022-23 WJT season announced

Further to our story on page 6 about the upcoming WJT show, Ari
Weinberg also sent out this email giving information about the WJT’s next
season:

“I am also excited to announce WJT’s 2022-2023 season:
“For our 35th anniversary, we will explore the essence of L’Dor V’Dor,

a well-known (and well-loved) Hebrew phrase meaning “from generation
to generation.”

“Each play serves as a snapshot examining different generations of
Jewish people and their specific circumstances. The vibrant and dynamic
playbill balances current issues of Jewish identity with familiar nostalgic
memories filled with humour, heart, and humanity.

“This is our first 4-show season in fifteen years and will see us return to
the Berney Theatre and our tent venue at the AJCC. Subscriptions are on
sale now, with early-bird rates until July 31. So join us for a theatrical cel-
ebration of Jewish culture and the human spirit!”

Jewish Heritage
(Continued from page 7.)



Wednesday, June 8, 2022, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   9

Books

Méira Cook’s latest novel is arguably her most “Jewish” one yet
“The Full Catastrophe”
Published by House of Anansi Press
376 pages

Review by BERNIE BELLAN

I’ve been following the career of poet and novelist
Méira Cook ever since her name was first mentioned
in this paper in an article written by my niece, Suzy

Waldman, in 1995. At that time Méira (who is named for
her late grandfather, Meir) noted that she had been stick-
ing with poetry to that point, but was now considering
switching to prose.

Well, what a transition it’s been. With the release of her
first novel, “The House on Sugarbush Road,” in 2012,
Méira has climbed near the top of the list of Manitoba’s
most successful novelists. (That book won the McNally
Robinson Prize for Book of the Year, by the way.)

In my review of “Sugarbush,” I noted that I was aston-
ished by Méira’s facility with language, and I referenced her own descrip-
tion of having grown up in South Africa, having been exposed to the “snap
and crackle of language”, whether it was spoken by whites or blacks.

That ear for language carried forward into Méira’s next novel,
“Nightwatching,” which was released in 2015, and which was also set in
South Africa. That book won the Margaret Laurence Award for Fiction.

Then, in 2017, Méira released her first novel set in her newly adopted
home of Winnipeg, “Once More With Feeling.” I noted in my review of
that book though that, if you haven’t read either of Méira’s prior novels, be
forewarned:

“None of them unfold in a methodical, easy-to-understand pattern. As a
matter of fact, the various chapters in ‘Once More With Feeling’ are large-
ly disconnected. Characters are introduced, only to disappear for long
stretches, sometimes appearing later in the book, at other times simply van-
ishing.”

Now though, Méira has, at long last, written a novel titled “The Full
Catastrophe,” that might perhaps be the most accessible of all her novels to
readers, in that it follows a more linear path in which characters remain
throughout the novel without disappearing for long stretches. Like her
three previous novels, however, “The Full Catastrophe” builds to a crescen-
do – and in this case, it revolves around a bar mitzvah.

Having said that, it must be apparent that this novel is the most clearly
“Jewish” of any of Méira’s now four novels. The principal character,
Charlie Minkoff, is a 13-year-old boy, who is born with “intersex” traits.
Although Charlie clearly identifies as a boy, he is hampered by the ambi-
guity that his chromosomes have rendered.

Charlie though has a loving relationship with his zaida Oscar, who adores
the boy and offers him the kind of emotional support that he so desperate-
ly needs.

Charlie’s mother, Jules Minkoff, on the other hand, is so completely
involved in her own artistic pursuits that she leaves Charlie to fend for him-
self in the tenement building in which they live. (Jules, by the way, has lost
the ability to speak – and she communicates with Charlie largely by leav-
ing messages for him on a whiteboard.)

There are other characters who offer support to Charlie throughout the
novel, particularly Weeza, a rough hewn female truck driver who strives to
protect Charlie in the absence of Jules.

As I’ve already noted, Méira Cook is a master of fashioning dialogue. In
“The Full Catastrophe” she demonstrates her facility with Yiddish idioms,
as expressed by Oscar Minkoff. (Years ago Méira told me that she grew up
in a household in South Africa where her grandparents spoke Yiddish. As a
matter of fact, Méira speaks several languages, including Afrikaans and a
few different black South African dialects. She was also a reporter early on,
so being able to craft authentic sounding dialogue is something she honed
while she was still quite young.)

Like her other novels, “The Full Catastrophe” is rich in description.
Here’s a sample of how the author describes an ice warming hut on a
Winnipeg river that Jules Minkoff has designed: “The ice was different
from any he’d seen before. He’d been expecting kitchen cubes, the kind
that turned opaque when wrenched from their trays. This ice was clear, so
transparent he could make out fragile etchings of river scum in its depths –
here a haze of silt, there a suspension of foam. The closer he looked the
more he could see: a scrim of fish bones, a trail of bubbles, the current fold-
ing in on itself.”

In the ten years since Méira released “The House on Sugarbush Road” to
today, it seems that she has also developed a keener sense of humour with-
in her writing. Her first two novels, set as they were in South Africa, had
as a backdrop the tensions between blacks and whites which pervade that
country, and there was always a threat of impending violence within both
those books.

“Once More With Feeling” took a decidedly less solemn path and it had
several chapters within it that were predominantly humourous, although
the book as a whole was quite serious.

In “The Full Catastrophe” Méira often injects entire scenes
of dialogue that I told her in an email reminded me of
Mordecai Richler in their tone. A good part of the book con-
sists of emails sent back and forth between different charac-
ters, including a well-meaning teacher of Charlie’s by the
name of Maude Kambaja, who wants Charlie to write an
autobiographical essay for class, but who is dissatisfied with
how Charlie avoids revealing much about himself.

Ms. Kambaja emails Jules Minkoff regularly to attempt to
persuade Jules to exert her influence over Charlie to open
up, but Jules consistently retorts in a most amusing and sar-
castic manner.

Other characters in the novel, including two of Charlie and
Jules’ neighbours in their building, which is known as the
“GNC Building” (and from which all the remaining tenants
will soon be forced to move as it’s about to be redeveloped),
also carry on a hilarious exchange of notes for which Charlie
serves as the messenger because they have such a strong dis-
like for one another.

Yet, through it all – including a crush that Charlie develops on a girl who
herself is deeply scarred emotionally, the relationship between Charlie and
his zaida is the overriding unifying theme of “The Full Catastrophe.”

Oscar Minkoff is himself a Holocaust survivor and after what he’s
endured, he has nothing but compassion for his deeply troubled grandson
(whose father abandoned him and his mother shortly after Charlie’s birth to
join a Hasidic sect in New York). 

Oscar decides that he wants to have a bar mitzvah – something he was
never able to have in war-torn Europe, and he wants Charlie to participate
with him in the event as well. As part of their preparation, Oscar and
Charlie meet with a rabbi, during which they often engage in discussion of
Talmudic passages.

(I was deeply impressed by the amount of research Méira put into devel-
oping those scenes. See adjoining sidebar for a more detailed examination
of her writing process.)

No doubt, based on the past success of Méira’s other novels, “The Full
Catastrophe” is going to enjoy a similar reception among her many fans.
But, considering the more overtly Jewish storyline of this book, I would
rather expect it to do particularly well with a Jewish audience. And, con-
sidering that Méira has been quite consistent in producing a new novel
every three years for the past 10 years, I can hardly wait for her next one –
which should be out in 2025, according to schedule.

“The Full Catastrophe” will be publicly launched at McNally Robinson
Booksellers on June 16 at 7:30 pm, when Méira Cook will be joined by
Alison Gillmor in what Méira describes as “an evening of brilliant repar-
tee, reading, and the joy of seeing each other once again!”

Méira Cook talks about her writing process 
By BERNIE BELLAN

Once I had finished reading Méira Cook’s latest novel, “The Full
Catastrophe” I sent her a series of questions about this particular novel and
about her writing process in general.

JP&N: Where did the idea for this particular novel come from? Was it
something you had been mulling about for some time? I’m curious how
someone with such a fabulous imagination comes up with their ideas?

Méira: My novel is a cross-over story for adults and teenagers about the
different ways that masculinity is expressed in our contemporary world —
whether religiously, socially, medically and familiarly — as well as the
troubling ways that history intersects (collides might be a better word) with
the present time. And I wanted to write about the relationship between two
unlikely best friends, Oscar and Charlie, grandfather and grandson who,
despite their differences in age and experience, love each other dearly. 

JP&N: Was Charlie’s zaida based on one of your own grandparents in
any way?

Méira: Charlie’s zeide is a product of imagination just as all my charac-
ters are. For me the imagination is a more hospitable narrative place than
memory is because it owes no debt of accuracy to the dead. What has real-
ly delighted me is that some advance readers, including the journalists
interviewing me, have shared very positive memories of their own grand-
parents that were sparked by reading Oscar. That ability for my imagina-
tion to connect with others’ memories is always tremendously rewarding.

JP&N: How much research did you have to do about intersex children?
It was quite fascinating learning as much as I did from your book.

Méira: I did a great deal of research on intersexuality although I used rel-
atively little of it as I didn’t want to bog down the story with too much
exposition. My reading included scholarly texts, history, and memoir. It’s
such an important and
nuanced subject, and (Continued on page 10. See “Méira Cook.”)

Méira Cook



By MYRON LOVE
Historically, the Socialist/Labour movement’s raison’d’etre was to fight

for the underdog in the person of the working man – for fair wages and ben-
efits and safe working conditions.   Obviously, the movement has been suc-
cessful to the point where one could argue that the movement had rendered
itself irrelevant -  at least in the Western world.  In much of the Western
world, the workingman and woman have been enjoying safe working con-
ditions and a comfortable standard of living.

So what does an organization or movement do once its mission is essen-
tially accomplished?  There are still those salaries within the organization to
pay and positions of authority and prestige to attain.

Well, in the case of the NDP and its sister parties in the West, they have
turned their backs on the working man and – ironically - become the voice
of the elite – the “Progressive”, the “woke” – and have become infused with
hatred of the world’s only Jewish state  - a beacon of democracy and free-
dom in a region of  dictatorship and oppression – an animus which more and
more morphs into outright anti-Semitism. 

As an example, consider the Ontario NDP.
According to a report by Sun Media columnist Brian Lilley,  two long

time Jewish members of the party – a former candidate and a former riding
president – have recently quit the  party over what they describe as  “ongo-
ing tolerance of anti-Semitism inside the NDP”.

Lilley quotes Emma Cunningham, president of the Pickering-Uxbridge
riding association until earlier this year, as saying that “she tried to work
with the party on anti-Semitism and to make it a welcoming place for
Jewish people like herself but had to walk away”.

“The final straw for her,” she said, “was the appointment of Steve Parish
as the candidate for Ajax and his support for naming a street after a Nazi
naval officer despite protests from local Jewish groups.

“For me to vote for them, I’d need to see change, and they’d need to admit
there is a problem and describe how they will fix it.”

She added that “there is a fine line between legitimate criticisms of Israel
and anti-Semitism, adding that too often the NDP cross that line”.

Lilley goes on to quote a former candidate for the party who didn’t want
to be named.  “I didn’t leave the party, the party left me,” this individual
said.

The former candidate, who, Lilley reported, had been active in the NDP
since the early 1980s, and had run three times in a Toronto riding before
deciding to part ways with the party in April, had complained to party exec-
utives about Toronto St. Paul MPP Jill Andrew for two years, accusing
Andrew of harassment and anti-Semitism  Party president Janelle Brady
apparently said, “they’d have to wait until after the election to deal with the
matter”.

Lilley reported that the former candidate’s issue with Andrews stems from
his support for the adoptionof  the working definition of anti-Semitism put
forward by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, an issue
that divided the party. The individual claimed that after he spoke in support
of the IHRA definition, Andrew verbally threatened him with consequences
if  heshould speak on the issue again.

After reporting Andrew’s behaviour to the NDP’s anti-harassment officer,
the now former party member reported  that Andrew “was verbally abusive
again in full view of others. She twice more berated me in public at coun-
cil, including shouting that I was a ‘cancer’ that needed to be excised from
the party,” the former member noted in an email to the anti-harassment offi-
cer. 

Despite assurances that an internal investigation would take place and the
matter would be dealt with, the former candidate said nothing happened
until he retained a lawyer to represent him with the party brass. There was
an interview via Zoom in January 2021 and then silence on reaching a con-
clusion.

In true anti-Semitic fashion,  the Ontario NDP – while stating that it “takes
accusations of bullying, harassment and anti-Semitism very seriously and
has a comprehensive policy in place to thoroughly investigate any such alle-
gations” – proceeded to blame the victim – with a complaint being lodged
against him - by Toronto St. Paul’s Federal and Provincial riding associa-
tion members - alleging “harassment and bullying”..

Lilley comments that “sadly, the NDP, the first party in Canada to elect
Jewish leaders, has let anti-Semitism creep into its ranks for a long time. It’s
one of the reasons Bob Rae, the first and only NDP premier, cited for break-
ing with the NDP 20 years ago.

“It’s also why party stalwarts, like those who put their names on the bal-
lot or organize local election campaigns, are breaking with the NDP today.

No party should allow bigotry to fester in their ranks; the problem with
today’s New Democrats is they don’t even recognize that it is happening.”

There’s more anti-Israel NDP bigotry. On April 19, per Honest Reporting,
Alexandre Boulerice, Deputy Leader of the federal NDP, posted  a message
to his 29,000 Facebook followers, claiming Israeli forces were “attacking”
innocent Muslims and the Al-Aqsa Mosque during Ramadan, to rid
“Jerusalem of its Muslim and Christian heritage” and to “clear space” for
alleged Jewish extremist groups to move into what he regards as
“Palestine,” but is actually sovereign Israeli territory and Israel’s capital
city.  

“What Boulerice fails to mention,” says  Honest Reporting, “is that the
violence at Al Aqsa is a direct result of Palestinian rioters initiating violence
by throwing rocks and firecrackers at Jewish worshippers at the Western
Wall below and at Israeli police protecting them - and then proceeding to
barricade themselves inside Al-Aqsa with rocks and firecrackers, in antici-
pation of clashing with Israeli police.

“Palestinian rioters had such little respect for Islam’s third holiest site, that
they used it as a staging ground for violence, and thereby defiled and dese-
crated this revered holy site while taking away the freedom of prayer for
Jews and Muslims alike.”

Honest Reporting eport further points out that, throughout Ramadan,
“Israel facilitated over 60,000 Muslims to pray peacefully and safely and is
committed to the status quo on the temple Mount. “ 

Closer to home, Don James of Christian Zionist organization Bridges for
Peace attended the “Nakba Day” demonstration outside City Hall on May
15 and reported on what he heard.  One of the speakers was Leah Gazan, an
NDP MP who, James noted,  “spoke briefly and managed to offer up the
unsubstantiated  claim that Israel had “brutally murdered” an Al-Jazeera
journalist in Jenin.  

“That she was killed in a fire-fight and that those accusing the IDF refused
to have the bullet or the body examined independently made me think that
Gazan’s accusation was highly inappropriate for a Canadian MP,” James
observed.

The bottom line here is that in blindly supporting the Palestinians, the
NDP and their fellow travelers are supporting a movement – a Muslim peo-
ples - that opposes everything people like Gazan, Boulerice and Andrews
supposedly stand for  - values such as the rights of women, gay rights,equal-
ity for people of colour and equality for all.  The official Muslim world – of
which the Palestinians are a firm component - treats religious and ethnic
minorities as second class citizens deprived of rights and freedom and sub-
ject to restriction, harassment and at time outright murder. Being openly
Gay is this world can lead to swift execution.  People of Colour are treated
as inferiors.  

One has to wonder how NDP members can justify standing in solidarity
with such open bigotry considering what the NDP claims to stand for.
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Opinion/books

my research taught me so much about the
history of intolerance and abuse relating
to reassignment surgery, medical inter-
ventions, and the sometimes violent soci-

etal imposition of gender roles. This reading informed my writing in a fun-
damental way, but readers won’t come across it directly. My main concern
in writing Charlie’s character is that he not be defined by his sexual char-
acteristics. This, in my opinion, would repeat the violent impositions that I
was reading about. Charlie’s got so many other interests, concerns, and
qualities that have nothing to do with his sex chromosomes. 

JP&N: If I have one quibble with the book, it’s that you have Charlie’s
zaida constantly calling him “dahlink.” Don’t you think a term like that
would only add to Charlie’s insecurity as a boy?
I would have preferred “boychik” as a term of endearment.

Méira: Luckily (and sometimes unluckily) we are not in charge of the
terms of endearment offered us! They are what others call us. Oscar is so
naturally loving, so open hearted despite his tragic experience in the
Holocaust that he is the perfect friend, confidant, and grandparent for
Charlie. His words to Charlie are always so filled with love that they could
never make the boy feel insecure about anything. We should all be so lucky
as to have a zeide like Oscar!

JP&N: I note that in past articles in our paper (beginning with a piece
written long ago by my niece, Suzy Waldman), that you’ve stuck to a fair-
ly consistent schedule when it comes to turning out something new:
approximately every three years. Do you take a break between writing or
do you go at it again immediately after finishing your last project?

Méira: I know many writers take breaks from writing after a large pro-
ject, and I envy them. I love writing, and I wouldn’t feel healthy or ground-
ed if I didn’t put in my time every day. I don’t work to a schedule until my
publisher sets one, but I find the act of writing so necessary that I get out
of sorts if I spend time away from my office. 

JP&N: It goes without saying that this book is going to receive wide
acclaim here in Manitoba. By the way, there were parts of the book that
reminded me of Mordecai Richler when you have the email exchanges
between various characters (or written notes, as the case may be). Your
ability to capture someone through how they send an email, especially Ms.
Kambaja, is just so real. You have such a great ear for dialogue. Does that
still come from your reporting background?

Méira: Thank you for your kind words, Bernie. I’ve always loved
Mordecai Richler, so the comparison is very flattering. I think my sense of
dialogue comes from listening to people talk and reading good books. You
need to be realistic with dialogue, but not too realistic, as real-life conver-
sations aren’t usually interesting to outsiders. You need to write dialogue
that sounds realistic but reads like fiction. 

NDP stoke fires of anti-Semitism 

Méira Cook
(Continued from page 9.)
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Journalism student Gavin Axelrod wel-
coming opportunity to gain journalistic
experience with home town Free Press

By MYRON LOVE
Readers of the Winnipeg Free

Press sports section may recently
have noticed a new name appear-
ing in print in the sports pages.
That would be Toronto
Metropolitan (formerly Ryerson)
University journalism student
Gavin Axelrod who is really excit-
ed for the opportunity to serve a
summer internship in his home
town with his hometown newspa-
per.

“I grew up reading the Free
Press,” says the 21-year-old son of
Robert and Allison Axelrod.  “It is
really cool being back in Winnipeg
and having this opportunity to put into practice at the Free Press some of
what I have learned in school.

“I have always loved writing and sports,” recalls the Grant Park High
School graduate. (He was a Gray Academy student in the early grades,
switching to Grant Park for grade 7.)  

He notes that when he was 12, he started his own blog devoted to the
Toronto Raptors and, in high school, contributed to several basketball
blogs.

Knowing that he wanted to pursue a career in journalism, he enrolled at
Ryerson (the name was only recently changed) right after graduation from
Grant Park in 2019.

He reports that, in addition to his course work, he has served as sports
editor of The Eyeopener, the university student newspaper.  “We have 70
volunteers writing for the paper,” he reports.  “Twenty of them write for the
sports section.  We cover all the university sports - basketball, volleyball,
hockey and soccer.”

Internships, he points out, are an integral part of his university program.
He first applied for an internship at the Free Press for the spring and sum-
mer of 2020, he says.  The pandemic resulted in that position being can-
celled for that year.

He didn’t apply last year, but tried again for this spring.
He started at the Free Press om May 9.
He reports that his first assignment was covering the Goldeyes.  One les-

son he learned quickly was about the challenges of meeting tight deadlines.
“It was my first game,” he recounts,  The game was almost over and,

with the Goldeyes safely ahead (or so he thought), I wrote my story - only
to have to have to quickly change my lead when the other team took the
lead in the late innings.

“The Goldeyes did come back to win.”

Week two found him at the Bombers training camp in  place of the reg-
ular Bomber writer who was away on vacation.  “It was super cool watch-
ing Derek Taylor (the new voice of the Bombers this year) and the effort
he puts into gathering as much  information as he can about each player -
including making sure he pronounces their names correctly,’ Axelrod com-
ments.

More recent duties have been covering the Valour, our city’s soccer team,
as well as some junior baseball.  “I pride myself on being able to write
about any sport and doing it well,” he says.

As to future assignments over the summer, he is looking forward to tack-
ling whatever comes his way.

“Everyone here in the newsroom has been really welcoming and I am
picking up a lot of good advice,” he reports.

Axelord says that he is looking forward to returning to university in the
fall for his last year.  And, after graduation, his future in journalism is still
a blank slate waiting to be written.

. 

Former Shaarey Zedek Cantor Sanford Cohen passes at age 68

A former cantor at Shaarey Zedek
Congregation, Sanford Cohen, has passed away at
his home in West Hartford, Connecticut.

Cohen, who served as cantor at the Shaarey
Zedek from 1992 to 1999, had gone on to serve as
the cantor at the Emmanuel Synagogue in West
Hartford for over 20 years. Sanford Cohen

Gavin Axelrod
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We are so grateful for your support. 
If you would like more information on the 
Climate Solutions Prize or if you have not 

had an opportunity yet to support this 
worthy initiative in honour of Gail and Michael 

Thank you all for joining 
us virtually this year!

Please call the Winnipeg office at:  
204-947-0207 or       www.jnf.ca/winnipeg

We look forward to celebrating in person next 
year at the 2023 JNF Negev Gala.

 
Have a wonderful summer!

Curious?  
More about  

CSP at:
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Asper Foundation, TAU Launch Innovative Clean Water Project
Gift enhances partnership between Tel Aviv University and one of Canada’s largest foundations 

TEL AVIV, WINNIPEG, AND TORONTO, CANA-
DA – Tel Aviv University (TAU) together with the
Canadian Friends of Tel Aviv University (CFTAU) today
announced a $407,000 gift from The Asper Foundation,
one of Canada’s largest private foundations. The funds
will bolster the work of TAU’s Water Energy (WE) Lab
to further develop technology that produces safe drinking
water in the developing world. 

Headed by Prof. Hadas Mamane of TAU’s Fleischman
Faculty of Engineering, the Lab is among numerous
research teams devising solutions to address global water
scarcity. Her Lab has developed a patented technology
that uses LED lighting and solar energy to disinfect
water. The laptop-sized device—called SoLED—oper-
ates without any chemicals or electricity to kill 99.9% of
bacteria and viruses from water, making it cheaper and
easier to use than existing solutions in remote areas.

At least 2 billion people around the world use water from contaminated sources.
Furthermore, unsafe water is linked to the deaths of an estimated 800 children
each day. The issue predominantly affects people in the developing world, where
access to clean water resources is often unaffordable or inaccessible. More so, as
the impact of climate change increases, water scarcity will affect nearly half the
world’s population by 2025, according to expert estimates.

The support of The Asper Foundation, a leading force in Jewish and general
philanthropy in Israel and Canada, will enable Prof. Mamane and her team to fur-
ther expand the capabilities of the technology and field-test the device. Their ulti-
mate goal is to produce a scalable version that could be manufactured for mass
distribution. 

The gift enhances the existing partnership of philanthropic support and collab-
oration between the Asper Family, based in Winnipeg, and the University.

Gail Asper, President and Trustee of The Asper Foundation, said: “My late
parents, Israel and Babs, would be incredibly proud of this endeavor which will
make such a positive impact on people’s lives. The research at Prof. Mamane’s
Water-Energy Lab and at Tel Aviv University aligns with our Foundation’s com-
mitment to supporting entrepreneurial spirit and to creating a better world. We are
excited to embark on this journey to advance innovative ideas and change lives.”

Tel Aviv University President Prof. Ariel Porat said: “As Israel’s largest
research university, TAU places great importance on creating solutions to global
challenges to the environment and society. We are thrilled to welcome The Asper
Foundation as a partner and look forward to working with its team.”

Prof. Hadas Mamane, Head of the Water-Energy
Lab at TAU, said: “My team and I are delighted and
honored by The Asper Foundation’s support. This gift
will accelerate our efforts to provide underserved popu-
lations with access to clean water—a basic human right
and an endeavor that stands to save thousands of lives.”

Canadian Friends of Tel Aviv University Executive
Director Stephen Adler said: “CFTAU is proud to be a
link between the great Canadian family and Israel’s
leading research university. We look forward to seeing
the fruits of this research and identifying ways to maxi-
mize its impact in Israel, Canada and around the world.
We thank The Asper Family Foundation and the Asper
Family for their continued support and friendship.”

###
About The Asper Foundation
Israel Asper, O.C., O.M., Q.C., L.L.D. (1932 – 2003) and Babs Asper (1933 –

2011) believed that philanthropy is a driving force behind positive change in peo-
ple’s quality of life. For this reason, they formed The Asper Foundation in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada in 1983 to build upon their and the Asper family’s
philanthropic objectives.  The Asper Foundation, a Winnipeg-based philanthropic
organization, develops major projects and provides general support to the Jewish
Community while also supporting the broader community in areas of culture, edu-
cation, community development, and human rights on a local, national and inter-
national scale.

About Tel Aviv University
Tel Aviv University (TAU) is Israel’s largest and most comprehensive institu-

tion of higher learning. TAU is home to over 30,000 students studying in nine fac-
ulties and over 125 schools and departments across the spectrum of sciences,
humanities and the arts. Located in Israel’s economic, technological, and cultural
capital, TAU is ranked among the world’s top academic institutions for excellence
and innovation.

About Canadian Friends of Tel Aviv University 
Canadian Friends of the Tel Aviv University (CFTAU) provides direct funding

support for the educational and research goals of Tel Aviv University. As part of a
global network of Friends Associations, CFTAU facilitates academic and research
partnerships between Canada and Israel as well as establishing scholarships, sup-
porting research, cultivating student and faculty exchanges, and recruiting
Canadian students to participate in the TAU International Program.

Prof. Hadas Mamane 
head of Tel Aviv University’s 

Water Energy (WE) lab

Scenes from the Negev Gala (photos courtesy of Keith Levit)
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DORIS STEIMAN
On May 4, 2022,

Hashem softly, and with
love, carried our mother,
Doris Steiman, to her
eternal home. She was
predeceased by her
husband Meyer Keppy
Steiman in 2012, her
mother and father: Lily
and Mandel Minuk,
brothers: Bill, Julius, and
Sam Minuk, sister: Ruth
Racklin and grandson:
Mark Steiman.

Doris was a loving and proud mother, Babi and
grand-Babi to her children: Karen (Ivan) Brodsky,
Gerry (Sandi) Steiman and David (Sheila) Steiman,
her grandchildren: Adam (Valerie) Brodsky,
Matthew Brodsky, Josh (Jennifer) Steiman, Jennifer
(Sam) Banayan, Michelle (Jordan) Edelman, and
Cheryl (fiance Lisa Price) Steiman, and her great
grandchildren: Lauren, Eden, Shai and Sol Brodsky;
Marissa, Rachel and Samantha Steiman; Abigail,
Layla and Jack Banayan; and Penelope and Robert
Edelman. She was an amazing, wife, mother,
mother-in-law, Babi and grand Babi

Mom grew up on Aberdeen Street and attended
Peretz School, where she was the class valedictorian.
After graduating from St. John’s High School, she
worked at Minuk’s Department Store on Dufferin.
During this time, she was courted by my dad who
would bicycle to see her bearing gifts of
marshmallow puffs. Mom and dad were married on
March 22, 1942, at the Hebrew Friends Temple in
Winnipeg. They resided on Kennedy Street where
Karen was born.  A few years later, they moved to
Scotia Street in the North End where their two sons,
Gerry and David were born. Mom and Dad were a
loving and caring twosome for some 70 years.

Mom was a passionately devoted mother who
considering herself fortunate to always be home
when her children arrived from school.  Education
and academic excellence were uppermost in her
mind.  After her children were all grown and
independent, mom did a stint selling furniture,
helping out our dad at the Hargrave furniture store. 

Judaism played an important role in our home.
Mom set a lavish Shabbat table with food and finery.
As an active participant at Rosh Pina, she was
involved in Women’s League, theater groups, and
fashion shows. She was also active in B’nai Brith
and ORT.  

Mom excelled in the kitchen; every meal was
deliciously prepared and served.  In addition to
regular cooking, her fancy desserts and tortes were
legendary.  Her cherry flips and carnation rolls were
the best! Entertaining gave mom much pleasure. She
was a gracious hostess whether it was welcoming
friends to Scotia, Tuxedo, Loni Beach, or winters in
Palm Springs. Our mother and father appreciated and
loved beautiful traditional and antique furnishings.
This appreciation has been passed down to her
children and grandchildren.  

For almost 60 years, Mom spent her summers in
Loni Beach.  She would hold down the fort while
dad worked and drove to Winnipeg daily. Having her
children and grandchildren visit was most exciting
for our mother. In anticipation, she would fill two
large freezers with her wonderful cooking and
scrumptious baking, making sure everyone’s
favorites were represented.  Her children and
grandchildren were fortunate to spend many
summers at Loni Beach – swimming, building forts,
painting, and playing badminton. 

Mom was an Eshet Chayil as well as a Yiddishe
Momma, the matriarch of our Minuk clan and of our
personal Steiman family. As with the biblical
matriarchs, she will be lovingly remembered for her
strength, determination, clarity of thought, and fierce
love of family. We all learned many important
lessons from her and for this we will always be
grateful.  Mom, we will forever miss you.  Our
abundant memories of your enduring love comfort
us.

Our family wishes to acknowledge the
compassionate care and support given to our mother
during her several years at the Simkin Centre.
Donations in Doris Steiman’s honor may be made to
the Keppy and Doris Steiman Fund at the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, Congregation Etz Chayim,
the Saul and Claribel Simpkin Centre, or charity of
choice.
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Remembering the Orthodox rabbi who dared 
to ordain me, an Orthodox woman

Feature story

By 
HAVIVA NER-DAVID 

June 2, 2022 (JTA)
—  When I was growing
up in New York, I wanted
to become a rabbi. This
would not have been a
problem, except for two
factors. I was a woman,
and I was Orthodox.

This was 30 years ago, when I was in my early
twenties and this notion was more radical than it
is today. I applied to Yeshiva University’s rab-
binical school, and my application was not even
acknowledged. Instead, I went to the Drisha
Institute’s Scholar’s Circle program, where we
studied what our male counterparts were study-
ing at Yeshiva, but we were not ordained.

Then I moved to Jerusalem, where I met Rabbi
Arie Strikovsky — a native Israeli who was
teaching at various religious educational institu-
tions. He invited me to study with him for rab-
binic ordination. Ten years later, when I also
received my doctorate from Bar-Ilan University
(writing about the menstrual purity laws and
mikveh, or ritual bath), he granted me his per-
sonal semicha, or ordination, despite the back-
lash he knew he would inevitably receive from
his Orthodox rabbinic colleagues.

My teacher liked to be called by his first name
only, Arie. Although physically slight, he was
strong, fit and nimble, both a wrestler and moun-
tain goat-like hiker. He had a white beard (which
made him look older than he was) and very thick
glasses. 

His students felt comfortable addressing him
by his first name because although he did not
demand respect, he earned it — not only because
he carried the entire Talmud and other rabbinic
and kabbalistic literature in his head (one could
open the Talmud to any page and he could recite
it from memory), but because he manifested his
understanding of what that knowledge was about
— divine lovingkindness — into the world in
such an unassuming way. 

When Rabbi Arie died in Jerusalem May 21 at
age 80, he was remembered as an iconoclast.
Born and raised in Israel, he received his Ph.D.
in Bible studies from Yeshiva University. He was
among the founding faculty of Pardes,
Jerusalem’s inclusive, non-denomination-
al yeshiva, and served as the rabbi of the Nahal
Eshkol congregation in Jerusalem.

He was a prize student of Rabbi Joseph B.
Soloveitchik, the famed head rabbi of Y.U., yet
he went against the institution to ordain me. He
did not believe in gatekeepers. He believed in
open doors. He taught with no agenda. He did
not try to convince his students — most of whom
were not Orthodox — to become Orthodox. He
spread divine light in the container he experi-
enced it, Torah, but left its application and inter-
pretation to the person receiving it. That does not
mean he shied away from discussing theology or
philosophy, however. He was just not dogmatic
about either.

One of his students, Rabbi Eric Michael
Solomon, suggested why Rabbi Arie chose to
teach at the English-language Pardes, which
attracts students with a range of religious obser-
vances and theologies. “He could learn Torah
with any of the best talmidim [students] in
Jerusalem, but his intellect was too broad and too
outside of the box,” wrote Solomon, a
Conservative rabbi. “He felt more at home with
us.”  

Rabbi Arie was extremely vision-impaired, so
he could not drive; he got around on buses. He

could read only with the page right up against his
eyes. But because he knew so much of the text by
heart, he had no need to look inside the book,
except to double check a word here or there.

He was also a mystic, a kabbalist. As another of
his students, Patricia Eszter Margit, put it, he
could not see what most others saw in the physi-
cal realm, but saw things in their essence. When
he looked at a glass of water, he saw the divine
letters that made up the water and the glass. That
was the way he saw the world and everything in
it — including all human beings. He saw them as
human souls made up of divine sparks, vessels of
divine energy on earth.

For those 10 years we studied together, I par-
ticipated in his Friday morning Talmud class at
an institution called Machanaim, a yeshiva for
Russian immigrants. Rabbi Arie held a special
place in his heart for Eastern European Jews and
converts to Judaism. He believed some born in
Eastern Europe after the Holocaust were
endowed with “bigger souls” with a larger capac-
ity for influence. He was always willing to help
those whose Jewish status was being challenged
by Israel’s Chief Rabbinate. It was not unusual
for him to interrupt class to conduct weddings of
Russian immigrants other Orthodox rabbis
refused to marry. He even flew to other coun-
tries, using his own personal funds, to help stu-
dents having trouble with their conversions.

Rabbi Arie cherished adopted children and
adoptive parents. Three of his four children were
adopted. He believed there was a greater divine
plan to how souls find their families, as do I.
When my husband Jacob and I were in the
process of adopting one of our children through
the Israeli child welfare system, he wrote a letter
to the Rabbinate attesting to our religiosity,
although he knew that our approach to being reli-
gious did not align with that of the Rabbinate.
His letter was crucial for our son’s conversion
through the Rabbinate and thus for his adoption
to be approved.

I was not in close contact with my teacher for
the last years of his life. I left Jerusalem and
Orthodoxy (calling myself a post-denomination-
al rabbi) and received a second ordination from
an interfaith seminary. My Judaism is no longer
rooted in Jewish law but rather spiritually cen-
tered. I distanced myself from him so people
would not use my choices against him. Although
I know denominational labels and politics were
not important to him, I want people to remember
him as, among other things, the Orthodox rabbi
brave enough to pave the way for other Orthodox

Rabbi Arie Strikovsky saw “human
souls made up of divine sparks, ves-
sels of divine energy on earth.”
(Collage by Grace Yagel/Photo courtesy Haviva
Ner-David)

Haviva Ner-David

(Continued on page 17. See “Orthodox.”)
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

 

Yiddish explanation
Isaac Bashevis Singer’s book of articles “Old Truths

and New Cliches” (edited by David Stromberg) proves
that great writers are not always great thinkers. Singer
appears to be a reactionary, conservative, misogynist,
and lazy intellectual assuming the position of a godless
Hasidic master to his ignorant American Hasidim. He
hates all that is new and glorifies the old. Yet he will
always be remembered as the greatest storyteller of the
vanished world of Yiddish. 

Jewish radio hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 -

2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7 FM or online at ckjs.com
Rochelle Zucker will host on June 12th. On June 19th

Gerry Posner talks to Norman Gladstone, originally
from Saskatoon. Rochelle celebrates Father’s Day in
Yiddish. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

rabbis to openly ordain
women (as other rabbis
did in secret before
him) and with the insti-

tutional backing he did not receive — which they are,
indeed, doing today.

Rabbi Arie did give me his blessing for the mikveh I
founded on Kibbutz Hannaton. Shmaya: A Mikveh for
Mind, Body, and Soul, is the only ritual bath in Israel
open to all to immerse how and when they please — a
mission in line with his outlook. I feel his energy there
daily, as well as in the work I do with clients (including
many rabbinical students) as a spiritual companion and
dreamworker, helping others understand the messages in
their dreams. I know he believed as I do in dreams being
a portal to the divine.

My teacher died on a Shabbat, but I only found out
Sunday morning shortly before the burial. That Saturday
night, however, I had this dream: I am in my bed asleep
and open my eyes. I look around and everything I see is
made of sparks of light. I look up and see a huge snake
above me, also made of tiny sparks of light. 

Snakes are a sign of transformation and transition.
Rabbi Arie’s soul has left his body, but his sparks are still
with us. For a few moments, he gave me the gift of see-
ing those sparks and the world as he must have seen it:
every piece and aspect of Creation (including all
humans) sparkling with divine light.

The day after the burial, I was walking to the mikveh
to officiate an immersion ceremony I had crafted for one
of my spiritual companioning clients, a patrilineal Jew
marking the completion of her first year of rabbinical
school. Suddenly, a large black snake slithered down the
path in front of me, leading the way. 

Rabbi Arie will always be with me and us. We should
only be worthy to receive his light and spread its sparks
around the world. 

The views and opinions expressed in this article are
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the
views of JTA or its parent company, 70 Faces Media.

Orthodox
(Continued from page 16.)

107 entrepreneurs apply to Israeli
Tourism Ministry to establish new hotels
According to ministry figures, the pandemic disrupted
growing tourism rates, which peaked in 2019 with
more than 4.5 million visitors.

(June 6, 2022 / JNS) Israel’s Tourism Ministry said
on Thursday that it had received 107 applications for
grants to build new hotels, or to expand existing ones.

The ministry received 70 building permit applications,
22 building restoration applications and 15 applications
by companies to implement existing building permits,
the ministry said in a statement. This year’s grant bud-
get was NIS 165 million ($50 million), according to the
ministry.



By JACOB GURVIS
June 3, 2022 (JTA) — Gabe Kapler likes

going against the grain.
The 46-year-old Jewish manager of the San

Francisco Giants is relatively young for a pro-
fessional coach. He’s active on social media and
writes his own blog. He’s a fitness geek with a
unique diet and very Jewish tattoos. ESPN
recently deemed him “the most interesting man
in baseball.”

And in 2020, amid racial justice protests across
sports, Kapler became the first Major League
Baseball manager to kneel during the anthem.

So it was not shocking to some that in the wake
of the deadly mass shooting at an elementary
school in Uvalde, Texas, Kapler announced last
week that he would begin skipping the pregame
national anthem to protest the “state of this coun-
try.”

“When I was the same age as the children in
Uvalde, my father taught me to stand for the
pledge of allegiance when I believed my country
was representing its people well or to protest and
stay seated when it wasn’t,” Kapler wrote on his
blog. “I don’t believe it is representing us well
right now.”

While some of Kapler’s tendencies have
earned him the reputation of an outsider, his
political activism follows a path paved by
American Jewish athletes for decades before

him, from World War II
and the Holocaust to
more recent fights for
equal pay in sports.

Here are some exam-
ples, from then and
now, of Jewish advoca-
cy in the sports world.

1936 Berlin
Olympics

The 1936 Olympic
Games were held in
Berlin in 1936, two
years after Adolf Hitler
had ascended to power
and well into his antise-
mitic campaign.
German Jewish athletes
were banned from com-
peting, and many saw
participation in the
Olympics as an
endorsement of Hitler
and the Nazi regime. In
August 1934, the
Jewish Telegraphic
Agency reported about
calls for Jews not to
compete.

“My advice to the

athletes and others of world Jewry is not only not
to compete but to keep as far away as possible
from any form of participation in the Olympic
Athletic Games to be held in Berlin in 1936,”
said Samuel Untermyer, president of the Non-
Sectarian Anti-Nazi League to Champion
Human Rights, an organization that advocated
for economic boycotts of Nazi Germany — and
later infiltrated the Ku Klux Klan. “Out of decent
consideration for their race, it is unthinkable that
any self-respecting Jew could accept the hospi-
tality of a country that persists in so insulting,
degrading and persecuting our people.”

In October 1935, JTA reported on the mount-
ing pressure, from both Jews and non-Jews, for a
boycott of the Olympics, including from promi-
nent faith leaders and politicians.

But while some Jewish athletes skipped the
games, several Jews would compete — and
medal — in Berlin. The Nazis convinced most of
the world to participate as well. 

Hank Greenberg leaves baseball to
serve in World War II

As World War II raged in Europe, Jewish base-
ball legend Hank Greenberg was the first
American League player to register for the U.S.
military draft. He would ultimately serve for
roughly four years, including a tour in China in
1943. 

Greenberg initially served for three months
before returning to Detroit ahead of the 1942
season. But following the bombing of Pearl
Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, he reenlisted.

“I’m going back in,” Greenberg said at a press
conference announcing his decision, according
to the National Museum of American Jewish
Military History. “We are in trouble and there is
only one thing left to do — return to service. I
have not been called back, I am going back of
my own accord.”

One of the top hitters in baseball, Greenberg
left the sport during his prime to serve. When he
returned in July 1945 — only two weeks after he
was discharged — he hit a home run in his first
game back. In his final season two years later, he
was noted for his embrace of a pathbreaking
rookie: Jackie Robinson, the first Black Major
Leaguer. 

As one of only a handful of Jewish sports stars
at the time, Greenberg was also on the receiving
end of considerable antisemitism and hate
speech throughout his career. He didn’t shy away
from it, once saying: “Every home run I hit was
a home run against Hitler.”

A push for racial equality
When Morrie Arnovich enlisted in the U.S.

army in 1942, his greatest impact arguably came
on the baseball diamond.

Arnovich was assigned to Fort Lewis,
Washington, where he would play for and man-
age the base’s baseball team. It was there that he
fielded a fully diverse, integrated team — before
Jackie Robinson broke Major League Baseball’s
color barrier a few years later. Arnovich’s lead-
ership caught the attention of then-MLB com-
missioner Happy Chandler.

That same year, Sam Nahem also managed and
pitched on an integrated team while serving in
the military.

“I was in a strange position. The majority of
my fellow ballplayers, wherever I was, were
very much against black ballplayers, and the rea-
son was economic and very clear,” Nahem told
J. The Jewish News of Northern California years
later. “They knew these guys had the ability to be
up there and they knew their jobs were threat-
ened directly and they very, very vehemently did
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Gabe Kapler is following in the footsteps of other Jewish activist athletes, 
from Hank Greenberg to Aly Raisman

Gabe Kapler kneels during the playing of
the National Anthem prior to a game at
Oracle Park in San Francisco, July 31, 2020.
(Thearon W. Henderson/Getty Images)

(Continued on page 19. See “Kapler.”)
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Powell Property Group
2021 President Manitoba Real Estate Assoc.
2016 President Winnipeg REALTORS® 
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www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
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Fresh - Spirited

Pride Havadalah 
Assiniboine Park   Saturday   18   June   6:30 pm 

Led by Student Rabbi Rebecca Chess 

Annual PRIDE SHABBAT Service 
Led by Student Rabbi Rebecca Chess with David Vamos 

Friday     24   June    7:30 pm

A Treat for the Ears **** A Boost for the Soul! 

Shabbat Alive 
new compositions, re-arrangements of traditional & 

contemporary Kabbalat Shabbat Liturgy 

Friday     10   June    7:30 pm 

with. Len Udow, Janet Pelletier-Goetze & David Vamos 

For further 
call   204 453 1625   or   email   tshalom1@gmail.com 

Temple Shalom 1077 Grant Ave Winnipeg

© Jordan Nepon
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all sorts of things to discourage black
ballplayers.”

Fast forward to 1965, and future Hall
of Fame offensive tackle Ron Mix was chosen as an American Football
League All-Star. The game was set to take place in New Orleans, but many
black players were uneasy playing in a city where the realities of the Jim
Crow South had not yet been rectified. So they initiated a protest.

The league didn’t know what to do. Then, Mix became the first white
player to join them. From there, the protest grew, and the league was forced
to move the game to Houston.

Aly Raisman stands up and speaks out on abuse
The 2012 Olympics were huge for Jewish gymnast Aly Raisman. She

won a gold medal while performing to “Hava Nagila” on the way to
becoming one of the most accomplished gymnasts in U.S. history.

The Boston-area native had also advocated for the Olympics to hold a
moment of silence for the Israeli athletes killed in the 1972 Munich Games.
That ultimately happened — nearly a decade later, in 2021.

Raisman’s advocacy didn’t stop there. As details emerged about the
years-long pattern of sexual abuse by U.S. Gymnastics team doctor Larry
Nassar, Raisman became one of the most vocal athletes in the groundswell
of accusations and personal testimonies, as a harsh critic of both U.S.
Gymnastics and the U.S. Olympic Committee. She emerged from the trau-
ma and the court case as a national hero for girls and women, and has
remained an advocate for systemic changes in the Olympics and sports
overall.

“I just think that the culture of the sport needs to change,” Raisman said
in an interview with the New Yorker last year. “It’s been normalized for this
long. That’s why a lot of athletes don’t recognize when something bad is
happening, because when it’s happening to your teammates or your friends
it’s hard to recognize that it isn’t normal. Sometimes athletes don’t know
how bad it is until they start going into normal life and they see how they
can be treated so much better.”

Sue Bird fights for equal pay
Jewish basketball icon Sue Bird is one of the most decorated players in

the history of women’s basketball. The five-time Olympic gold medalist
(that’s a record) and four-time WNBA champion is a leader on and off the
court.

Bird, like her fiance, the U.S. Soccer star Megan Rapinoe, has been on
the frontlines of the movement for equal pay in women’s sports. 

Ahead of the 2020 Olympics, Bird led a successful effort to secure more
pay for players who wanted to train for the Games — without having to go
abroad to make money.

“This was a living example of literally knowing your value and not budg-
ing,” Bird told MSNBC in 2020. “We knew what we were bringing to the
table, and we didn’t back down.”

Around the same time, WNBA players negotiated a new contract that
allowed stars like Bird to more than triple their salaries.

“If we’re not going to fight for ourselves, no one’s fighting for us, his-
torically speaking,” Bird said. “It’s uncomfortable to have to walk into a
room and speak of your own value and tell people you’re valuable, [but]
it’s incredibly important because you can’t wait for somebody else to advo-
cate for you.”

Calls for a Beijing Olympics boycott
A full 86 years after the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, the 2022 Beijing

Olympics raised similar concerns for activists around the world, who
called for boycotts in response to human rights concerns in China.

In particular, China’s persecution of its Uyghur Muslim minority — who
have reportedly been placed in “reeducation” camps — was at the center
of the anger. Jewish activists helped lead the effort to call for an Olympic
boycott.

Serena Oberstein, executive director of Jewish World Watch, a
California-based genocide awareness organization, helped form an inter-
faith “Berlin-Beijing Coalition.”

“The Nazi party used the Berlin games to strengthen its reputation in the
world. Two years later came Kristallnacht,” she told JTA in February. Now,
she added, “We know what authoritarian regimes that systemically perse-
cute people do, when they build concentration camps and ghettos and
forced labor camps.”

The activism was not without consequence: the U.S. announced a diplo-
matic boycott of the games, as did Britain, Canada and Australia.

Jewish athletes call out antisemitism
When Edmonton Oilers winger Zach Hyman saw pictures on social

media of people wearing swastikas and waving Nazi flags in Ottawa,
Canada, earlier this year, he knew he had to say something.

“It’s disturbing and disheartening to see that antisemitism is on the rise,
unfortunately, which is crazy nowadays,” Hyman told The Athletic.
“Seeing that and being Jewish and being proud of my heritage — and it
was just Holocaust Memorial Day a couple days ago — and it was right
around the time the swastikas were up.”

Kapler
(Continued from page 18.)
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Further to how many Israelis have come here under the Provincial Nomineee Program
By BERNIE BELLAN

In our May 25 issue we ran a story about the Provincial Nominee
Program, which is the program through which a great many new Jewish
immigrants from Israel and other countries have been able to move to

Manitoba.
Following publication of that article, however, we received comments

from an immigration consultant who suggested that, as a result of the tight-
ening of requirements under the PNP, there are fewer individuals from
Israel who will be applying to come to Manitoba. That individual also sug-
gested that many immigrants who have come here have left Winnipeg as a
result of not being able to find work in their chosen fields.

We had previously contacted the Jewish Federation to try to obtain spe-
cific figures on how many individuals had come to Manitoba through the
Federation’s program of providing assistance to prospective immigrants.
But, when we received the communication from that immigration consul-
tant we passed her comments on to the Federation for reaction.

Following is what we received back from the Federation:
“In 2019, 76 families arrived through GrowWinnipeg, followed by 45 in

2020, and only 7 in 2021. Uncertainty and restrictions imposed as part of
the pandemic negatively impacted the number of arrivals and in-person
exploratory visits. To keep things moving for our applicants, we imple-
mented a virtual pre-exploratory visit process where they could connect
with our community’s organizations, as well as social and employment
contacts.

“Federation has not imposed any restrictions on applicants; however,
they must adhere to the requirements put in place by the MPNP (Manitoba
Provincial Nominee Program). We have 75 people ready and willing to
come to Winnipeg and continue with the immigration process, and with
pandemic restrictions loosening, we anticipate numbers to bounce back
from 2021. There are currently 300 individuals in various stages of pro-
ducing required documents necessary to continue with the process. Based
on research conducted in 2017, there is an 80% retention rate of families
who have moved to Winnipeg since we began tracking in 1999.

(The 80% retention rate for Jewish families that have moved to Winnipeg
is in line with provincial figures, as you will see at the end of this article.
Still, the notion that many families that had immigrated here with the help
of the Federation have actually left Winnipeg, as was suggested by the

immigration consultant with whom we communicated, is something about
which we are still wondering. We are anxiously awaiting the results of the
2021 census to see just how many Jews there are in Winnipeg. As a
reminder, the 2016 census reported that only 7,640 individuals in Winnipeg
reported they were Jewish by ethnicity. Again, that result seemed to be an
anomaly, largely because “Jewish” was not one of the choices for ethnici-
ty listed on the 2016 census.)

The response from the Federation further noted that “It also worth noting
that Federally, IRCC’s (Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada)
application backlog has grown beyond 2.1 million people. Permanent resi-
dence, temporary residence, and citizenship applications grew by nearly
99,000 people in the month of April alone.”

As a footnote to the May 25 article, it is worth noting that Manitoba has
been allowed to accept increasing numbers of applicants under the PNP
each year for the past seven years to the point that the province was allowed
to accept 6,275 applicants in 2021 (which is 775 more than the province
was allowed to accept each year between 2015 and 2017).

We wondered though whether the province has actually approved the full
number of applicants it has been allowed to receive.

We contacted the representative for Jon Reyes, Manitoba Minister of
Advanced Education, Skills and Immigration, who had previously provid-
ed us with detailed information about the PNP, and asked him this question:

“The one thing I would like to know though is how many people have
actually come here under the PNP. The figures you sent me were for how
many applicants the province was allowed to accept, but I wonder whether
you’ve filled the quota each year?”

We received this response: “I can confirm we filled the quota last year,
and the department is going to check the numbers for the years previous.”

Subsequently we received an update from Minister Reyes’ deparment:
The department was able to pull this data in regards to retention:
MB 5-year retention rates are as follows (based on 2014 PR admission

and 2019 tax filing):
·         Provincial nominees category: 75.3%
·         All Immigrant categories: 72.8%*
* Federal Economic Class, Provincial Nominees, Sponsored Family,

Resettled Refugees & Protected Persons, etc.

Couple’s Shabbat Zoom sex stream raises eyebrows — and renews questions about online services
By JACKIE HAJDENBERG

June 1, 2022 (JTA) — It was a double mitzvah, the New York Post con-
cluded: A couple tuned in online to Shabbat services at their Minnesota
synagogue, then stripped and started engaging in sexual activity.

The tabloid’s story about the May 14 incident broke this weekend and
immediately went viral among Jews and others who delighted in the
writer’s use of “Debbie does Deuteronomy.” (The week’s Torah portion
was actually from a different book of the Bible, Leviticus, but who’s count-
ing?)

“I’d like to nominate this story as a candidate for journalism’s sorely-
needed distinction in pun-writing prize,” tweeted Erin Einhorn, a Jewish
journalist in Detroit.

But the incident at Beth El Synagogue in St. Louis Park, a suburb of
Minneapolis, is not just a source of levity. It also points to potential risks in
the use of streaming technology by Conservative synagogues, which are
barred by the movement’s religious law authorities from engaging with
electronic devices on the Sabbath. In allowing the use of streaming on
Shabbat in an emergency measure early in the pandemic, the movement’s
Jewish law committee stated that any streaming equipment should be “set
it and forget it” — teed up prior to Shabbat and not touched once it begins.

That may be the reason why the couple was reportedly able to broadcast
themselves for 45 minutes, according to the Post, with no one from the syn-
agogue intervening to stop them or remove them from the Zoom meeting.

“I feel terrible for the couple who’ve had their name smeared, or at least
their images smeared,” said Rabbi David Paskin, who works at a Florida
synagogue and also consults, as Torah Tech Guy, with Jewish groups on
technology issues. “But we’re still babies at this, learning how to do this.
It’s astonishing to me how many people still don’t really know how to mute
or unmute their microphones.”

Beth El declined JTA’s request for comment about the incident and the
way the synagogue manages virtual services. A synagogue administrator
also declined to comment to the New York Post.

But on Twitter, a woman who identified herself as a Beth El congregant
suggested that adherence to Jewish law, rather than tech ineptitude, was the
reason the incident went as long as it did.

“Nobody would pick up the phone to put a stop to it because it was the
sabbath so it went on for 45 minutes,” she wrote. She added, “To clarify —
nobody who worked at the synagogue would pick up the phone to monitor
zoom.”

That problem is one that could arise only at the subset of Conservative

synagogues that employ Zoom as their streaming platform. Orthodox syn-
agogues do not use digital technology on Shabbat and Reform synagogues
would not be hamstrung by the inability to intervene if needed.

Some Conservative synagogues stream using passive technology in
which only the prayer leaders are seen. But many synagogues prefer a two-
way stream like Zoom, since it allows people to recite the Mourner’s
Kaddish aloud or lead the congregation in prayer.

Rabbi Rachel Ain of Sutton Place Synagogue in New York City, which
uses both Zoom and passive streaming to supplement in-person services,
declined to comment on the incident at Beth El. But she said Sutton Place,
like Beth El a Conservative synagogue, is committed to making sure com-
munity members feel included even when they are joining from home —
even if that means departing at times from the guidelines set by the move-
ment.

“What we’ve learned over the last several years is there’s all different
ways that clergy make decisions for their community,” Ain said. “They do
it in consultation with the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards, but
there’s many inputs that make up that decision.”

The committee, part of the Conservative movement’s Rabbinical
Assembly, adopts opinions with the approval of six or more members, but
those opinions are not binding for Conservative rabbis and their communi-
ties. The 2020 opinion permitting streaming during the pandemic urges
synagogues to hire non-Jews to monitor two-way platforms such as Zoom
in case participants need to be admitted, ejected or muted. (A second opin-
ion by the same rabbi adopted last year suggests that streaming is likely to
outlast the pandemic.)

“In the absence of having someone who is not Jewish designated to deal
with these issues, there is a very high risk that a Jewish person will step in,
and violate not only rabbinic, but biblical prohibitions,” states the opinion,
called a teshuva. “Therefore it is strongly urged that if these systems are
considered ‘too important to fail,’ that a non-Jewish person be tasked with
monitoring them.”

While Beth El’s leaders did not step in while their bat mitzvah attendees
were getting it on, other attendees were apparently less hesitant to break
Shabbat rules. Someone called the couple to alert them that they were on
tape, according to the Post article.

And someone snapped a screenshot, creating a permanent record of their
misadventure that has ricocheted around social media, eliciting schaden-
freude and, at times, tongue-in-cheek reflection on Jewish law.
Wrote one Twitter user who saw the New York Post story, “I’ve never heard
a better argument for why you shouldn’t use electronics on Shabbat.”



(June 2, 2022 / JNS) How many Jews are there in
the world today? 15 million? How many Jews were
there before World War II? Apparently, the number
was around the 17 million mark. In other words, we
have still not replaced the numbers of Jews wiped
out in the Holocaust. Which begs the colossal ques-
tion: Where are all the missing Jews? Or, specifical-
ly, why in the last 77 years have we still not made up
our losses of 6 million of our brethren?

The truth is that we all know the reasons. Success,
affluence and lifestyles that encourage sophisticated
selfishness—why spend money on kids when we can
enjoy it ourselves?—have all encouraged overzeal-
ous adherence to Zero Population Growth. In fact, at
1.8 children per Jewish family, we aren’t even
replacing ourselves, never mind the Six Million.

Then, of course, there are the ravages of assimila-
tion. If every other young American Jew is marrying out, what chance do
we have at increasing our numbers?

Now it is true that traditionally, Jews were never into playing the num-
bers game. G-d Himself said so in the Bible when he told us, “Not because
of your great numbers have I chosen you, because you are the smallest of
nations.”

That does not mean, though, that we should be complacent about vanish-
ing Jews. This week, we read at the beginning of the book of Numbers
(Bamidbar) that G-d orders the census of our people. And it doesn’t matter
what the size of our beard is or what type of yarmulke we wear or don’t
wear; at the end of the day, G-d counts what is precious to him. So, if the
Almighty values every single Jew, then how can we allow any Jew to write
himself off?

Some years ago, when I was hosting South Africa’s only Jewish radio
show, “The Jewish Sound,” I interviewed a prominent leader of the World
Jewish Congress in the country for a conference. I asked him if he was not
perturbed by the dire predictions being made then about the shrinking
Jewish population. His answer was that we would probably have a smaller
Jewish community, but that it would be a stronger one. Those who resisted
assimilation would be proud, committed Jews.

I couldn’t argue the point, but what disturbed me
deeply was his seemingly nonchalant attitude and the
matter-of-fact tone in his voice. It was almost as if to
say, “So what! We will be smaller but stronger.”

So what?! G-d says every Jew is important enough to
be counted. Every one of us has a neshama, a soul,
which is a veritable part of G-d. We lost 6 million sparks
of G-d in the Holocaust and don’t appear to be replacing
them, and a Jewish leader says, “So what?!”

A few years back, I was invited to be the guest speak-
er at a Jewish event in Phoenix, Ariz. After the proceed-
ings, I was chatting to a rabbi from Tucson who came
for the occasion. He asked me what the intermarriage
rate was in the community of Johannesburg. Now, South
Africa is known for its remarkably traditional Jewish
community and, at that time, a recent survey had pegged

our intermarriage statistics at only 9% (I imagine that it
has climbed upwards since then).

His response shocked me. “Same as Tucson,” he said.
“What?” I asked incredulously “Tucson has only 9% assimilation?!”
He gave a bitter laugh and explained. “I meant we have the same num-

bers as you. Just you are .09 and we are .90.” Bittersweet, indeed.

I am an Orthodox rabbi and am delighted to see the numbers out of the
Pew Surveys demonstrating that Orthodoxy in America is growing sub-
stantially. But I take no pride in a greater percentage of American Jews
identifying as Orthodox. Indeed, I lament the disappearing act of so many
of our brothers and sisters, whatever form of Judaism they may or may not
practice.

On Sunday and Monday, we will be celebrating the Festival of Shavuot,
marking the revelation at Sinai, the Ten Commandments, and the Giving of
the Torah 3,334 years ago. In a Torah scroll, every single letter is vitally
important. If even one letter is missing or even faded away, the entire Torah
scroll is posul, invalid for use in the synagogue service.

The mystics compare every Jew to a letter of the Torah. Like those sacred
letters, if even one Jew is missing, we are all diminished and invalidated.
We need each other.

Please G-d, we will all fulfill the responsibility and privilege to help
rebuild the lost generation and the vanished communities of Eastern
Europe. Please G-d, our nation will be strong and will grow in numbers
until every lost Jew will find their place, and stand up and be counted
among our people.

Rabbi Yossy Goldman is Life Rabbi Emeritus of Sydenham Shul in
Johannesburg and president of the South African Rabbinical Association.

Vanishing Jews and replenishing our numbers
The mystics compare every Jew to a letter of the Torah. Like those sacred letters, if even one is missing, we are all diminished.
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The Remis group restarts - after a two year hiatus

We received the following email from Simone Scott Cohen, who asked
me to let readers of the paper know that anyone is welcome to attend any
meeting of the Remis group. If you are interested in attending any particu-
lar meeting, however, Simone asks that you let her know in advance

Here is what Simone wrote:

Hello all you stalwart Remis regulars,

We’ve dunnit!  We’ve found a venue for our speaker lunches, and we will
be up and running beginning June 9th.  Our new venue is the Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre, 1588 Main Street, at Smithfield Avenue.  

Here’s the line-up of speakers and topics:

June 9th - Alex Regiec, Plan Lead, City of Winnipeg, Dept. of Public
Works,  will present “Winnipeg’s Transportation Master Plan”

June 16th - Faye Rosenberg Cohen, Planning Director, Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg, will discuss “Current Issues Facing Winnipeg’s Jewish
Community”

June 23rd - no meeting

June 30th - Bernie Bellan, owner/operator of Winnipeg’s own Jewish
Post & News, will speak about  “New Trends in Jewish Media Around the
World”       

As we used to do, we will gather at 11:45, and we expect the event to end
by 1:30.  Lunch will cost $18, payable at the door by cash, cheque, or cred-
it card.

We need to know how many are coming, so please email simonesaes-
thetics@gmail.com or leave a voicemail at 204-291-4363.  You’ll need to
do that for every meeting!!!  (This is when to mention any food allergies.)

Rabbi Yossy Goldman

In a first, Israeli government to pay Orthodox
women to advise on Jewish law

June 2, 2022 (JTA) —   In a
first, Israel will pay 21 women to
be advisers on Jewish law in the
Orthodox community, a concept
that has spread in the United
States but that Israel’s Orthodox
establishment has resisted.

Matan Kahana, the deputy reli-
gious services minister, said in a
release Thursday he will hire
the women for “communities
across Israel” this year.

Women advisers on halacha,
or Jewish law, have flourished
in recent years in the United
States, where there has been a demand among women for counseling on
issues considered too sensitive to bring to a male rabbi.

The rabbinic establishment in Israel has resisted the concept, saying that
certification may be seen as a form of ordination, which is prohibited for
women across almost all of Orthodoxy. Polling in Israel has nonetheless
shown that there is a demand for the service among Orthodox women, and
the institute founded by Rabbi Yehuda Herzl Henkin, who died last year,
and his wife Chana to train and certify “Yoatzot Halacha” is based in
Jerusalem.

Kahana has become known for his efforts to accommodate non-Orthodox
and more liberal Orthodox Jewish practices, and has come under fire from
extremists for doing so.

In a 2009 photo, A yoetzet halachah,
or Jewish legal counselor, answers a
hotline for women with questions
relating to Jewish laws on sex and
intimacy. (Courtesy Nishmat)
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Lessons and Legacies: An interview with Dr. Joanne Intrator
By ADELINE J. WELLS

Dr. Joanne Intrator is a New
York psychiatrist who knows
that the stories we are told

often have more beneath the initial
language.  The daughter of Jewish
refugees, Dr. Intrator went face-to-
face with history when she took it
upon herself to seek restitution for
16 Wallstrasse, a family property in
Germany that was seized by Nazis
near the beginning of World War II.
This decade-long quest in her family
name is detailed in her new memoir
“Summons to Berlin.”  Though
faced with bureaucratic challenges,
Dr. Intrator learned powerful lessons
about trauma, language, and facing one’s demons, all of which she now
shares with others through her practice and written words.

Can you tell me a bit about your background prior to the starting of this
journey? 

I was raised in New York, the daughter of refugees from Nazi Germany.
In college  I was a European History major with an emphasis in German
History After spending some time working in film, I went back to school
to study medicine at Columbia University’s College of Physicians and
Surgeons  Having always been interested in emotions and their impact on
how people live their lives, it was not surprising that I became a
psychiatrist after graduating Columbia in 1981.  After working in a
criminal court clinic in the Bronx, I became particularly interested in
psychopaths, people who are cold and ruthless  who  lacked empathy. I
joint ventured a research project at the Bronx VA and Mount Sinai School
of Medicine with  the world’s expert on psychopaths, Dr. Robert Hare.
Together we did the first  nuclear brain imagining in the world  on clearly
defined psychopaths. The work was published in 1997.  

My involvement in the restitution case began because of my father’s
deathbed questions: “Are you tough enough? Do they know who you are?”.
The year before he learned that our family name was recorded as the owner
of a large manufacturing  building in  German Mitte,  the true historic
center of Berlin.  The Berlin  Wall  had  just fallen and  all of  East Berlin
instantly became  the largest real estate parcel in the world.  Many
buildings prior to World War II that had been owned by Jews  were now
available to be claimed.  My father knew me well:  He knew I would be
intensely curious about the case but also frightened to pursue it.  In 1967
he rescued  me from a trip I had taken to Berlin by allowing me to cut  my
visit short and come home due to my panic about being in Germany.

Your book “Summons to Berlin” details your quest to gain restitution for
16 Wallstrasse.  How would you describe this journey?

It began at the Waldorf Astoria in New York City   when a distinguished
German attorney, representing   my brother and myself, informed us  that
there  was a competing claim  for  the family’s large manufacturing
building at 16 Wallstrasse. The opposing claimant  stated  my grandfather
had lost the building in a forced auction  because he was an incompetent
businessman, not because he was Jewish. This auction occurred  five years
into the Nazi regime. By then the family resources were depleted.   I found
this comment about my grandfather  insulting and absurd, but according to
the lawyer, there were no documents to prove our case  as the Gestapo had
burned all the relevant papers pertaining to the building.  He  advised us to
join with  our other relatives to negotiate with the opposition and split the
profits once the building was acquired and sold. I was certain that anyone
who was able to buy  a large  building in the center of Berlin in late 1938
was a Nazi or had had such connections. The lawyer, however, said that
information would also be hard to find. He confirmed we would win the
initial round in court, but added it would be appealed and the costs would
be enormous and most of our family members would be dead. The impact
of this insensitive and rather cruel statement took a while for me to process.
Nonetheless, we refused. Since I was going to Germany in a few months
to present a research  paper, I decided to get more information. That one
trip led to many more. All in all, the case took nine years.

And it was a brutal experience. My opposition  can  best be described  as
a faceless bureaucracy. I had virtually no assistance from the lawyer .The
pressure urging me to negotiate continued ad nauseum. I was repeatedly
told  there were  thousands less difficult cases  than ours. And the agency
assigned to adjudicate our case  was woefully understaffed. Mindless
deadlines materialized, but I dug my feet in.

Six years into this quest, I hired an international investigator. He

discovered that the people who took
the building were our opposing
claimants and shockingly had been
renting space there since 1931. The
investigator found their Nazi party
memberships, which years before I
was told were impossible to secure.
Clearly they were waiting to pounce
on   my grandfather when he  could
no longer  pay the mortgage.
Following the takeover, the Nazi
flag and other Nazi paraphernalia
were produced there. Worse yet, the
first million Jewish Stars of David
used for identification of Jews for
so-called resettlement and ultimately
murder were fabricated there using
slave laborers. It is likely two of
those stars were for my own
grandparents who hadn’t yet
escaped. 

What prompted you to share this story through writing a book? 

The  German word  “wiedergutmachen”, “to make good again”, is one
popular way of talking about restitution. Our own lawyer used that very
expression.   For my family it referred to a pension  received from the  West
German government in 1953 as a result of the Nazis ending my father’s
civil service job as a judge in 1933. As a little girl whose father was
physically very ill, it gave me a feeling of optimism when I would overhear
that word  spoken. After I began the Wallstrasse case,  I realized that the
word  “wiedergutmachen” was empty - hollow of meaning. How can one
make good again after the Nazis?   I asked myself what did  “make good
again” mean to me? It no longer meant getting the building back, but
finding out the facts  of what occurred. When I realized the emptiness of
the word, it became extremely important  to listen more closely, ask  better
questions, and not settle for anything less than the facts, 

I wrote the book because I felt my story was unique, because as a
psychiatrist interested in the uses of words, with a background in German
history, I was  able to provide a commentary on how I was treated and how
information that was supposedly unavailable materialized - how rumors
turned out to be true and bureaucracies move into action when the people
involved are shamed.

What would you like for your readers to take away from this book? 

I would like for my readers to dig deep within themselves, to have more
courage, to ask questions We are bombarded with new information and
events every single day that affect our lives forever. It is important for us
to pause, to stop and assess where we are, and to think more carefully about
our choices.    

The history of 16 Wallstrasse has been featured in various publications
and museum exhibits.  What has seeing your story being portrayed in those
ways been like for you? 

I am proud of myself  I am grateful to my dying  father for challenging
me with his prescient words.  

What has been the biggest learning point for you over the course of this
journey? 

I had lots of fears as a child that I still carry with me and, of course,
accompanied me to Berlin.  I accept my fears as hard wired, but have newly
developed courage to accompany them. Human beings, when motivated
can develop novel resources  due to the brain’s plasticity. This is important
in my work with my patients

Do you have any other future books or projects on the horizon? 
A recent article of mine,  “Harry Lime, the Archetypal Psychopath”  will

be featured in a German literary magazine this summer.  I am also turning
a screenplay I wrote many years back into a novel. It also taken place in
Berlin.

For more information on Dr. Intrator’s work, please visit
https://joanneintrator.com..

This article originally appeared in Entertainment Magazine.
Reprinted with permission.

Dr. Joanne Intrator

Dr. Joanne Intrator’s family
once owned this building in
Berlin.



By MYRON LOVE

It was a yen for new vistas that has led former
Winnipegger Benji Saadia to choose to go to
university at Queen’s College in Kingston

and, come the fall, begin his career as a geologi-
cal engineer in Italy.

“I was looking to do my university out of town
from the point of view of an adventure,” says the
Grey Academy grad and former Camp Massad
staffer.

(Most recently, two years ago, he was Massad’s
Operations Director – his second summer in the
role – responsible for supervising the  janitorial
and landscaping staff.)

In seeking new horizons, he notes, the son of
Dr. Roger and Vivien Saadia is emulating his
father’s round-about route to Winnipeg.  Roger
was born in Lebanon and grew up in France and
Switzerland.  After completing his medical train-
ing, he moved to South Africa where he met Vivian. The  family came to
Winnipeg in 2000 when Benji was a toddler.

While Saadia reports that he investigated a number of universities, He
chose Queens – and Kingston in eastern Ontario - because of Queen’s
friendly atmosphere and the sense of Kingston as being a livable city where
it is relatively easy to get around.

Saaia is an engineering student. He will graduate with a masters in sci-
ence degree in Geological Engineering in September.  He received his
Bachelor of Applied Science Degree in Geological Engineering in 2020.  

“In first year, we were introduced to engineering in general,” he explains.
“We were able to choose the area in which we wanted to specialize in sec-
ond year.”

Two years ago, he had the opportunity to work as a graduate research
assistant at the university’s Geodesy and Geophysics lab for the summer.
Geodesy, he explains, involves measuring and understanding the earth’s
shape, orientation in space and gravity.  Geophysics is a more general way
of exploring physical phenomena. 

“We use geophysics, for example, to search for
potential mineral deposits,’ he points out. “We
might advise companies on the most economical
methods – by using thermal heating technology to
locate  new mineral  deposits.”

Among the highlights of Saadia’ university
career was the opportunity to write software for
academic purposes to simulate different  sensors
to determine which work best with different
ground conditions. 

“It is all about cost savings for companies
researching mineral, oil and gas deposits,” he
says.

The second high points of his university days for
Saadia was being part of a team – which also
included a student from New Zealand and a cou-
ple of industry advisers - that finished in the top
six.   The teams were given sets of data and tasked

with locating potential ore bodies in the southern African country of
Botswana.

Come the fall,  after graduation, Saadia will be relocating to Milan to go
to work for Tre Altamira. The company is a world leader in displacement
monitoring services using satellite radar data.  Tre Altamira uses inSAR
technology which measures changes over large areas of the Earth due to
earthquake, volcano or other causes. 

‘Tre Altamira’s clients include mining,, oil and gas developers, as well
as contractors would wide,” Saadia says.  “The Milan office serves our
clients in Europe.” 

Saadia learned about the position from a fellow researcher he was work-
ing with in Queen’s Geodesy And Geophysics lab.  “He had worked for Tre
Altamira before.  I applied and was accepted.” 

In preparation for his big move, Saadia reports that he is learning Italian.
“I am talking online with someone who speaks Italian,” he says.  “I could
get by with English in the office.   But, in daily life, I will need to  know
some Italian.

“I am making progress.”
As it happens, Saadia notes that he enjoys learning new languages. He

says that he is also learning French – his father’s first language.
“The hardest part of learning a new language for most people is having

the confidence to speak  it,” he observes.
Saadia notes that he hopes to be able to spend at least a year or two in

his new position. “After that, we will see what happens,” he says.
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God Nisanov becomes latest Russian Jewish 
billionaire philanthropist to face US sanctions
June 2, 2022 (JTA) — Another Russian Jewish oligarch and philanthropist

became ensnared in Western sanctions as the United States announced on
Thursday a new round of punitive measures targeting the regime of Russian
President Vladimir Putin over its war against Ukraine. 

On the latest list of sanctioned individuals was God Nisanov, an
Azerbaijan-born real estate developer whom Secretary of State Antony
Blinken called “one of the richest men in Europe and a close associate of sev-
eral Russian officials.”

Hours after the announcement, the World Jewish Congress announced that
Nisanov had been removed from the organization’s leadership because of the
sanctions. 

“The World Jewish Congress reiterates and reaffirms that no one who is
included on any list of sanctioned individuals by the United States, the
United Kingdom or the European Union in relation to the conflict in Ukraine
can hold any position or play any role in the organization,” the announce-
ment said. “Accordingly, God Nisanov is no longer a WJC vice president and
has ceased to serve on the WJC Executive Committee.” 

Born in Azerbaijan, Nisanov is perhaps the most prominent member of that
country’s community of Mountain Jews. As the director of the Association of
Mountain Jews, he has sponsored various efforts to support the community,
including the establishment of a museum and cultural center in Moscow. 

He has donated to Jewish schools and other projects and has been affiliat-
ed with the Russian Jewish Congress and the Federation of Jewish
Communities of Russia.

He was honored at the Kremlin in July 2014 when Russian President
Vladimir Putin awarded him the country’s “Order of Friendship” for his
work on economic development projects. That detail was included in a biog-
raphy that was deleted from the World Jewish Congress website Thursday.

From the moment the United States and other Western power moved to
sanction Russia over its actions in Ukraine in February, several Russian
Jewish oligarchs were high on the list of anticipated targets. Nisanov’s name,
for example, appeared on a list of such targets produced by the Treasury
Department back in 2018.  

The sanctions on Nisanov come after similar measures were imposed on
peers in Russian Jewish philanthropy such as Roman Abramovich, Moshe
Kantor and the trio behind the Genesis Philanthropy Group. Kantor resigned
as president of the European Jewish Congress after being sanctioned by the
United Kingdom in April; that group is the World Jewish Congress’s
European affiliate.

Benji Saadia



By BERNIE BELLAN

O
n Tuesday, May 24, the group of cyclists known as “the Bochers” (a
group, incidentally, that was started by the late David Perlov and his
cousin Jack many years ago) went for a ride on one of the few days

in May when it wasn’t pouring rain or so cold as to require wearing a parka.
During the ride one of of the veteran members of the group, Marty

Greenfeld, had a flat tire. Initially Marty thought his ride was over and he
borrowed my phone to call his wife Roz, to ask her to come pick him up.
But, lucky for Marty - we had just welcomed the newest member of the
Bochers to  the fold: Rabbi Alan Finkel!

In an email I sent to other members of the group who hadn’t come for that
evening’s ride, I described what happened:

“The bochers welcomed our newest member tonight - Rabbi Alan Finkel.
And what more could we have asked for when Marty Greenfeld got a flat
but Alan - who has probably cycled more miles than anyone else in the
group, jumped to the rescue. Good thing Marty had a spare tube with him,
while at least 3 of the bochers were carrying pumps and one had clips - so
in less than 15 minutes - after a team effort pumping up the tire, Marty was
back on the road. That was a pit stop worthy of a Formula 1 team - but it
was Alan’s savvy in quickly removing the tire, pulling out the tube and
inserting the new one that really impressed. Thank you Rabbi!”

As a post-
script, when I
mentioned this
anecdote to a
member of
T e m p l e
Shalom, she
s u g g e s t e d
another possi-
ble headline:
“It’s always
nice to have a
rabbi with you
in case you
need divine
intervention.”

By the way,
anyone is wel-
come to ride
along with the
B o c h e r s ,
women includ-
ed. And if
you’re worried
that we may go
too fast for you,
our rule of
thumb, as
David Perlov used to repeat, is: “We only go as fast as the slowest rider.”
If you’re interested in coming along, we cycle every Tuesday evening
(weather permitting), starting at 6:30 pm, either from a River Heights or a
Tuxedo location. If you’re interesed, email me at bebellan@gmail.com and
I can add send you further information.
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Who you gonna call when you get a flat on your bike? Answer: a rabbi

In the picture above, looking on with awe as Rabbi
Alan Finkel (semi-standing over the bike) and Allan
Fineblit (crouching), work to repair Marty
Greenfeld’s flat tire.
Others in the photo are, from left: Stephen Challis
and Sheldon Mindell (in white shirt). Behind
Sheldon, face obscured, is Terry Gutkin. In the blue
shirt, hovering over the two Alans, is Ray Singer.
Beside Ray is Irwin Corobow, and at the far right is
Marty Greenfeld (who happened to have a spare
tube in a bag on his bike, but didn’t remember that


