
By BERNIE BELLAN

It was more than two
years in the making,
but after the most

prolonged break in the
history of Negev Galas (and Dinners – which pre-
ceded the more recent Negev Galas), the Jewish
National Fund was finally able to pull off what
turned out to be a very successful event on
Monday, May 31, albeit one that was held online.

Gala honouree Ted Lyons, who now has the dis-
tinction of being the only Winnipeg Negev Gala
honouree to be honoured two consecutive years
(he was originally to be honoured in 2020, but
last year’s Gala was canceled entirely  due to
Covid ) was the recipient of numerous accolades
during the event – from friends, dignitaries, and
family members. 

In a gesture that couldn’t have been more appropriate, the project for
which this year’s gala was raising funds is known as “Bervin Canada
House”, to be located in Sderot. The choice of Sderot is particularly time-
ly, given what that community has just finished enduring – for the
umpteenth time, as rockets began to pour down from Gaza beginning on
May 10. 

Here is how the project was described in an article which I wrote earlier
about the Negev Gala: “The Bervin JNF Canada House of Excellence is to
be built in Sderot, which is the community that has always been the most
immediate target of missiles launched over the years from the Gaza Strip.
This particular facility is intended to serve as an after-school education,
empowerment, and enrichment centre for high school students from Sderot
and its surroundings, who will be provided with the necessary tools and
skills for personal and scholastic success’.”

The choice of Sderot as the location for this year’s project for JNF
Canada (and, by the way, for the first time ever, all Negev Galas held across
Canada in 2021 have earmarked funds for the Bervin project - hoping to
raise $4 million altogether), was made long before Sderot found itself com-
ing under incessant fire just a few weeks ago. (Incidentally, of that $4 mil-
lion to be raised across Canada, over $1. 3 million has already been raised
from Winnipeg donors, including $100,000 from Ted and Harriet Lyons
themselves. If there were any more proof needed how much Winnipeg Jews
punch above their weight, this is it.)

As for how the gala itself unfolded, there was the usual combination of
speeches and entertainment, this year provided by famed Israeli singer
David Broza, in conjunction with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra. 

The fact that everything to do with the gala had been taped well in
advance might have left anyone watching wondering why there was almost
no reference at all to the recent war between Israel and Gaza, save for some
remarks by David Greaves, Executive Director, JNF Manitoba-
Saskatchewan, who referenced the recent fighting at the very end of the
event.

In my report of the gala which follows, I took the liberty of changing the
order of some of the remarks which were delivered by various individuals.

Normally, the honouree is the last person (or per-
sons) to be heard from at events of this sort, but in
this case, I thought it fitting to begin with Ted
Lyons’ explanation of why he and Harriet found
the Bervin project to be so appealing.

Ted began with a story: “Twenty years ago I was
lecturing in Korea and I was at the airport with a
young Korean associate. Making small talk, I
asked him about his family.

“He said he was married and had two children. I
asked him, ‘Do they go to school? and he said
‘yes, they actually go to two schools. They go to a
regular school Monday to Friday and they actual-
ly go to a second school two evenings and one
weekend day a week’.’

“I said, ‘Why would you do that?’ and he said,
‘Well, there’s a lot of competition out there and I
want to give my kids an extra advantage.’ I
thought that made a lot of sense and wondered

why we don’t do that in Canada.”
Ted said that in December 2019 he and Harriet were visiting Israel for

their granddaughter’s bat mitzvah. They arrived two days early and JNF
hosted them on a visit to the Upper Galilee and Sderot. In the Upper Galilee
(in a place called Nof HaGalil) they visited an after hours school for 14-18
year-olds. Some of the students were finishing high school and were
preparing to go into the army.

“We learned how the young people were being given extra training – in
math, in physics, computers, and English. “ Ted explained. “These subjects
are critical to be successful in industry, particularly in Israel, a ‘start-up
nation’.

“The thinking is that urban children have access to extra education, but
rural children do not. This school was an opportunity to give students addi-
tional training, to help them get into elite units in the army – and into uni-
versity. In order to get those placements you need high marks. It made me
think of my Korean colleague.

“In Sderot, a rural settlement, the JNF is going to build a facility like the
one we saw in the Upper Galilee. Money is being raised for this project
through all the Canadian JNF Galas.

“Out of necessity this new facility will also act as a bomb shelter – given
the almost daily rocket attacks.

“We hope that everyone will give generously to make this worthwhile
project a reality.”

Ted went on to say that “Harriet and I have had the opportunity to serve
the community for many years. Harriet has taught tallis-weaving at the
Shaarey Zedek for over 30 years and has helped many people – at home
and in Israel, celebrate b’nai mitzvah, with a hand made tallis.

“She has helped the Humane Society for many years as one of the main
photographers to help in the adoption process. She is also an established
potter who has designed and crafted porcelain mezzuzot for rooms in the
Simkin Centre and at Gray Academy.

“She is a staunch supporter of the Cancercare Challenge for Life, walk-
ing the 20 k every year since
its inception 14 years ago.
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Jewish National Fund holds successful online Negev Gala

New group established ‘in the spirit’ of Canadian Jewish Congress
By RON CSILAG

May 27, 2021 (CJN) Remember the
Canadian Jewish Congress? Enough of its for-
mer senior leaders do, and fondly- to the point
that they have founded a new organization “in
the spirit” of CJC.

It was 10 years ago this summer that
Congress, then 92 years old and the self-described “Parliament of Canadian
Jewry,” was subsumed into a new superagency, the Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs (CIJA).

Now, say hello to the Canadian Jewish Community Forum (CJCF).
“It is the prime objective of the CJCF to take lessons from the past and

use them to inform communal policy in the present and future, to promote
Jewish values of chesed, diversity, anti-racism and embrace harmony with-
in a Canadian context,” says a media release issued May 26.

“In the spirit of the former CJC, it wishes to create a forum for the greater
Jewish community to provide input and determine what the current urgent
issues are that our own community and society are facing and witnessing
here in Canada and globally.”

The group’s origins are somewhat nostalgic: Interest in creating a new
Jewish organization, or maybe resurrecting an old one, arose when stal-
warts of the old CJC, including several young people, came together in

2019 to mark the 100th anniversary of Congress’s
founding, recalled Les Scheininger, spokesperson
for CJCF’s steering committee and president of
CJC from 1989 to 1992.

The CJCF, Scheininger told The CJN, will
address a need for consultation with the grass-
roots of Canadian Jewry, much like Congress did.

“The original CJC came together as a result of a number of individuals
and organizations feeling that there should be a grassroots organization rep-
resentative of the Jewish community and the sense was there should be
consultations with the grassroots and (that) people should have input in dis-
cussions,” he said.

Scheininger gently sidestepped a question of whether the new group will
challenge CIJA’s turf.

“It’s not a competition,” he said. The CJCF is “a different forum for dis-
cussion and debate. There are a variety of opinions and political affiliations
in the Jewish community.”

The organization, volunteer-driven for now, is federally incorporated, has
a logo, a statement of purpose, and a steering committee comprised of a
long list of former CJC officials
from across the
country. Canada Post Publication  Agreement #40047412

TED & HARRIET LYONS
(Keith Levit photo)

(Continued on page 15. See “Gala”.)

(Continued on page 3. See “CJCF”.)
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Indeed, the CJCF says
it hopes to engage the for-
mer leadership of CJC, as
well as new young lead-

ers, “to honour, learn and draw from the legacy of
Congress, a body that worked and fought for social jus-
tice in Canada. The CJC understood that making Canada
a peaceful, inclusive and just society is good for all of its
peoples.”

The actual work of the CJCF will be up to those who
respond to surveys in the coming weeks and months,
Scheininger said.

“The shape and format will be determined as result of
consultations and discussions.”

In its words, the organization will “promote participa-
tion in, engagement with, and a sense of ownership of the
Jewish agenda in Canada by all members of the Canadian
Jewish community by the establishment of active, democratic, local grass-
roots community advocacy groups across the country.”

The CJCF promises that regional representation will be stressed.
Its founding documents recall CJC’s decades of defending civil and

human rights, and championing inclusiveness and dialogue among all
groups in Canada—perhaps pointing the way toward an agenda that leans
to domestic issues of fairness.

But Israel is not ignored. “The safety and welfare of Israel are central and
hold a place of supreme importance to us as a Jewish people,” the group
says, and it’s also important “that we communicate with the people and
government of Israel with respect to our common interests from the
Canadian perspective.”

CJC’s legacy of focusing on domestic affairs and its “democratic tradi-
tion” will contribute to making CJCF attractive to younger people, believes
Henry Paikin, a 27-year-old advisor to Sen. Frances Lankin and a member
of the new organization’s steering committee.

“For too long, young Jews in this country have fled community institu-
tions due to their obsession with Israel-Palestine,” Paikin wrote in an email
to The CJN. “Bringing democracy back into the mix will correct the out-
of-touch narratives perpetuated by existing leadership, and allow us to re-
focus our attention on making Canadian society more just.”

Post script from Bernie Bellan:
I was somewhat surprised to see that there is now an effort underway to

reestablish the Canadian Jewish Congress, albeit under a new name. I won-
dered to what extent this new activity might not only add to the actual num-
ber of existing Jewish national organizations whose ostensible purposes are
to serve the entire Canadian Jewish community, it might actually confuse
Canadian Jews.

So, I contacted Martin Sampson, who is a spokesperson for CIJA, to ask
him what he thought of this new group. Here is what I wrote to Martin on
May 28:

Hi Martin,
I received an email from Israel Ludwig, whom I’ve known for a long

time. In his email, Israel said that there are a number of individuals across
Canada who are working to recreate the Canadian Jewish Congress.

In my response to Israel, I asked him whether the members of this group
are dissatisfied with CIJA. Israel responded that “to answer your question
this is not an issue of whether or not we are unhappy with CIJA.  We miss
what CJC was able to provide for the community. We hope to seek com-
munity input on what are the important issues of the day. We hope to estab-
lish lines of communication and support to other communities in Canada
that experience difficulties as we do such as racism. We would like to spon-
sor lectures on topics that are of interest not only to our community mem-
bers but other communities as well. We plan to organize groups of inter-
ested persons from our communities in centers across the country.
Eventually that will lead to establishing formal regions that will elect mem-
bers to serve nationally as was done with CJC.”

Frankly, I’m confused by all this Martin. I was under the impression that
CIJA had supplanted the CJC.

Would anyone at CIJA care to comment on this initiative to recreate the
CJC?

Regards,
Bernie 
Martin Sampson responded later that day:
Hi Bernie,
Hope you are well during these persistently challenging times.
Having not been involved in the discussions that preceded the launch of

this new group, we do not know very much about it beyond what you artic-
ulated below. As you know, the Jewish community is diverse. Lots of com-
munity members have passionate opinions about a range of important sub-
jects. People have every right to organize themselves to advance ideas
about which they care. Indeed, if I understand Jewish values at all, many
Jews see it as their duty to get involved. Incidentally, this is one of the
many reasons I personally love the Jewish community. Judging by the
description below, they will be duplicating much of what CIJA does, but

it’s not a bad thing to have more people paying attention to
these issues. - Martin

One of the members of the former Canadian Jewish
Congress was Winnipeg lawyer Israel Ludwig.
Subsequently, I spoke with Israel Ludwig to try to find out
more about what this effort to reconstitute the Canadian
Jewish Congress, albeit under a new name, was all about.

Ludwig said: “We knew there was a service the
Canadian Jewish Congress delivered right across the coun-
try – and we don’t see that happening now.

“The organized community was not responding as
quickly as it should.”

I asked Ludwig if there were some specific examples to
which he could point that might better explain how CIJA
has not been responding to the needs of the community as
well as it should?

He said: “The CJC played a very important role in educating the local
public about antisemitsm.

“The JCC used to reach out to different communities that have also suf-
fered”, such as the Indigenous and Black communities, Ludwig said, and
was able to forge effective common bonds.

I said to Ludwig that there has always been a certain amount of tension
though between the Jewish community and some minority groups, includ-
ing minority groups of colour, so I wondered how the CJC would be able
to improve upon what other Jewish organizations have been able to do to
improve relations between those groups and the Jewish community?

Ludwig admitted “that animosity was always there, but the CJC helped
to dissipate it to a certain extent.”

I wondered, too, about the extent to which this new organization might
also be overlapping the work that B’nai Brith Canada is doing, particular-
ly when it comes to combating anti-Semitism?

Ludwig said that “B’nai Brith’s handicap is that it only represents its
members. It cannot say that it represents the entire Jewish community.”

I asked what the next steps are likely to be for the Canadian Jewish
Community Forum?

Ludwig said that the first step will be “trying to find people locally to join
(the CJCF) – young people especially. We’re going to establish Chairs in
different parts of the country.”

Finally , Ludwig noted, “We’ve also got to fundraise.” 
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(Continued from page 1.)



Amidst what is the hottest weather we have
experienced in Manitoba in 33 years, it
seems fitting to write a column about try-

ing to lower the temperature vis-à-vis both some
of the rhetoric that’s being thrown about when it
comes to our Winnipeg Jewish Federation and
rhetoric concerning the Israel-Palestinian con-
flict.

I don’t suppose that very many readers pay
attention to what’s being said on various social media about how our
Federation may not be doing enough to protect Jews and stand up to anti-
Semitism, but those charges are being leveled by some individuals.

I don’t want to wade into the debate whether our Federation – or CIJA,
which also claims to speak on behalf of the wider Canadian Jewish com-
munity, are truly representative of Canadian Jews. No one can win that
argument.

The fact is that the history of the Canadian Jewish community has, for a
very long time, been one of division and very often acrimony among dif-
ferent groups – all claiming to represent various factions within the Jewish
community.

For that matter, nowadays, as we await the results of the latest census, it
is even more unclear just who actually identifies as belonging to the
Canadian Jewish community. I think I’ve written enough previously about
the different ways that individuals choose, either to identify as Jews – or,
as has become increasingly the case – to identify as something other than
Jews even when they might nominally be considered to be Jewish by rea-
sons of parentage.

I certainly don’t envy the individual or individuals at our Jewish
Federation who are tasked with trying to speak on behalf of the Winnipeg
Jewish community. When a full page ad was published, both in the Free
Press and in our own paper (which ran free of charge, by the way), that set
out what I thought was the sort of even handed response to the most recent
war between Israel and Hamas that one might expect would be issued by
our Federation, I would hardly have thought that our Federation would be
accused of not taking a strong enough stand against anti-Semitism.

Yet, in a day and an age when anyone can grab a metaphorical mega-
phone and castigate whomever they set their sights upon on the Internet, I
suppose that trying to be even handed and moderate is something that is
frowned upon.

Recently I had the opportunity to speak with someone by the name of
Daniel Levin. Some readers may recall that a while back I wrote about a
book Levin had written titled “Proof of Life”. That book, which was both
riveting and illuminating, delved into the shadowy world of hostage nego-
tiation in the Middle East, and was based on Levin’s own actual experience
trying to find out what happened to a young American who disappeared in
Syria in 2012 – right around the time that Syria was starting to fall apart
with various groups rising up against the Assad regime.

I’ll have a full report in our next issue about my interview with Levin
which, incidentally dealt largely with how he and others working with him
operate behind the scenes in what are referred to as “failed states” in an
attempt to develop democratic norms that would allow capable administra-
tors to return those states to something other than anarchy.

During our conversation,
however, Levin, who has
moved in and out of the Arab
world with ease, even though
he is Jewish (and is actually
Israeli-born he disclosed to
me), offered some very
insightful observations about
Hamas. (And Levin said to
me that he’s been to Gaza
many times in his capacity as
someone who is attempting
to facilitate the development
of democratic institutions,
such as a free and indepen-
dent judiciary.)

Hamas, he said, is not a
monolithic organization, and
is certainly not the same
Hamas that first emerged in
1988 with the unwavering
goal of eradicating Israel.
According to Levin, young
Gazans are by and large not
supportive of Hamas.
They’re fed up with living
conditions in Gaza and the
repressive regime that con-
trols every aspect of their

lives.
But, in provoking  Arab residents of Jerusalem with a heavy handed

approach - in the way that  occupants of some houses in the Sheikh Jarrah
neighbourhood were going to be forced out of their homes (and let’s not get
into an argument over whether this was simply a real estate dispute. Saying
that is being deliberately obtuse), also in how police prevented young
Arabs from gathering at Damascus Gate, and finally by entering Al Aqsa
Mosque, Israelis should not have been surprised that Hamas seized upon
those perceived provocations as an excuse to launch rockets – and thereby
reestablish credibility with younger Palestinians whose support Hamas had
lost, both in Gaza and on the West Bank. 

Levin is not alone in being severely critical of Netanyahu for using the
most recent war in an attempt to serve his own narrow political ends. Israeli
analysts – and not all of them are what we would consider left wing, have
been lashing out at Netanyahu for  leading Israel into what was ultimately
a totally avoidable war.

But, whatever the physical and psychological damage that the most
recent war may have caused – both to Israelis and Palestinians, what
ensued in so many parts of the Western world has come as a total shock to
many Jews, as we have been witnessing new levels of anti-Semitism in
cities, particularly in North America, that are quite unprecedented.

In turn, the unbridled anti-Semitism that seems to have been lying just
beneath the surface, waiting for the right moment to emerge, has led to a
great deal of reflection within Jewish groups pondering how best to
respond to this newest anti-Semitism.

Frankly, I haven’t seen anything that would suggest there is any answer
to what we were seeing in those pro-Palestinian rallies that might lead one
to think there is some way of quelling the shocking hatred toward Jews that
is apparently felt by so many individuals – and which we hadn’t seen on
such a massive scale previously.

The fact is, however, that much of that hatred is directly traceable to what
seems to be not only an endless conflict between Israelis and Palestinians,
it is one that has seen an increased polarization between the two sides.

While, as I write this, it appears that we may actually be seeing the emer-
gence of a new coalition government in Israel, given that Naftali Bennett
and so many of the other members of that coalition are just as opposed to
negotiations with the Palestinians as has been Netanyahu, I would hardly
think that replacing one very right wing government with another in Israel
is a major improvement.

Still, it is a very interesting development that we’re seeing. And, just as
we were all taken by surprise at the level of antagonism, not only toward
Israel, but to Jews as a group during those recently held rallies, I would
suggest it’s time to take pause and see how the dust settles before we start
jumping to conclusions about major sea changes in relations between Jews
and other groups – especially minority groups of colour.

For many Jews in North America, especially younger Jews, what happens
in Israel is not of the utmost priority. The same holds in reverse for most
Israelis: They aren’t at all concerned about what happens within Jewish
communities outside of Israel.

What we have seen, however, is that willy nilly, both the Israeli commu-
nity and the Diaspora community are now tied to each much more closely
than we might have previously thought as a result of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict having boiled over to having become such a major cause among so
many “progressive” groups.

I’m not hopeful that things will improve on that front. It’s just that, as so
many would-be defenders of the Jewish community seem to forget (or per-
haps they’re just not interested in even beginning to understand the situa-
tion), there are opposing narratives at play in the conflict between Israelis
and Palestinians and we should at least try to understand the other side’s
narrative.

Of course, it plays perfectly into the hands, both of cynical politicians
such as Netanyahu, and would-be defenders of the Jewish community here,
to want to present only one side of an argument and not even begin to
attempt to understand the other side.

That is why, when I’m asked, for instance, why I continue to print letters
from someone like David Weller (who has another letter in this issue casti-
gating Israeli “apartheid” by the way), I say that the moment we stop want-
ing to hear all sides on a particular issue is the moment we are headed for
nothing but conflict, rather than understanding.

Does the Jewish Federation represent someone such as David Weller or
members of groups such as Independent Jewish Voices? Of course not.
Our Federation is not a parliament with representation from dissenting
voices. 

No, the place for all voices to be heard is within a publication such as
this, which welcomes different viewpoints on all issues of interest to Jews. 

And, as you can see if you read our article about an attempt to revive the
Canadian Jewish Congress in a new form (on page 1), when it comes to
having different opinions and creating organizations to reflect those differ-
ent opinions, if there’s one thing Jews are good at, it’s creating new orga-
nizations that claim to speak for a portion of the community whose voice
is not being heard.
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The enemy within

It has often been said that it is not easy being
Jewish.  Over the centuries, many Jews have
left the fold and become apostates.  And there

have always been a few that go beyond just
removing themselves from the Jewish people.
Many of the worst “Jew-haters”, even persecutors
of Jews, have been former Jews.

What we seem to have now is a new phenome-
non – “rabbis” who join the world of “Jew-haters”
– or maybe just not their kinds of Jews – and pro-

vide cover for the growing tsunami of Jew-hatred in the western world.
Take, for example, an article by journalist Katherine DeClerq from the

Canadian Press on Sunday, May 23. The headline is “Rabbi charged with
mischief after steps of Israeli consulate in Toronto painted red”. I wasn’t
surprised to read that said “rabbi” is David Mivasair.

Mivasair, who was ordained in the Jewish Renewal Movement, has a
long history of vilification of Israel and Israeli institutions.  As I reported
in this paper three years ago, when he appeared on a panel at the University
of Winnipeg, he  blamed Israel for Palestinian terrorism and America for
9/11. He has tried to justify Hamas firing missiles at Israeli civilians.  He
is connected to the Israel-hating Independent Jewish Voices. He has agitat-
ed politically against Israel.

The bottom line is that he condones the murder of Israelis – Jews as well
as Arabs – by terrorists.

In this most recent stunt, he helped organize a protest that left the steps
of the Israeli consulate in Toronto painted red – an act that was supposed
to represent a Palestinian river of blood.

In a similar vein, Rabbi Aryeh Spero, (whom I recently wrote about) has
published a commentary on the website of “American Thinker” about a
group of 90 American rabbinical students who have issued a public letter
accusing Israel of apartheid and calling on American Jewish communities
to hold Israel accountable for the “violent suppression of human rights.”

As Spero observes, “while the young men and women of Israel are
putting their lives on the line defending their homes and family, here in
America we have a comfortable and self-indulgent group of rabbinical stu-
dents verbally attacking Israel and giving moral support to the Hamas and
Palestinian Arabs trying to destroy Israeli families”.

Douglas Altabef, writing on the Jewish News Service website, further
comments that, “if there were a prize for misplaced sanctimony, surely this
letter would win. It is a breathtaking display of a lack of empathy, not to
mention sympathy, and a frightening lack of awareness of what it means to
be part of a people, specifically the Jewish people.

“This in and of itself,” adds the chairman of the board of Im Tirtzu and
director of the Israel Independence Fund, “should forever disqualify these
students from ever leading a Jewish congregation or community. Sadly, of
course, it will not. In some quarters, these narcissists with their CliffsNotes
Jewish education will be praised for their willingness to “speak truth to
power.”

Spero points out that most of the letter signers are from the Boston
Hebrew College, the Reconstructionist Jewish Seminary, and the Reform
Movement’s Hebrew Union College.  “It is a despicable act of betrayal and
cowardice and should not be construed as coming from people with a high-
er moral standard,” he asserts. “Sitting in their protected ivory towers –
never being forced into a draft for either the American or Israeli army –
they announce with detached pontification how much better they are than
those “warmongering” Israelis who man their tanks, pilot fighter bombers,
and raise their rifles while soldiering forward into danger.”

But these rabbinical students seem so immersed in self-righteousness and
virtue signaling, so intoxicated by a feeling that they know better than those
“morally inferior” to them, they do not seem able to see the obvious Jewish
side of the conflict. Rather, they identify totally with those who would glee-
fully murder their brothers and sisters, not because they are Israelis but pre-
cisely because they are Jews.

What they think is social justice is actually injustice and ignorance.
Worse, it is an indifference to the plight of the Jewish people they hope one
day to lead. They are not to be admired for “idealism;” instead, they should
be scorned for taking the easy way out and masking their cowardice in lofty
sounding principles of “social justice.”

In the left-wing world they inhabit, the act of courage would be to defy
the intersectional “woke” campaign against Israel and, instead, defend her.
They don’t. They have joined the bullies. They are marching among those
who use “social justice” to cover their anti-Semitism and anti-Israelism.
They are embarrassed to defend a strong, non-self-effacing Israel. They
care more about their ranking in their leftwing circles and causes than the
lives of their own people.

They boast of their “compassion,” yet these rabbinical students support
Hamas and other Islamist terrorist groups known for their cruelty. The
Talmud appropriately teaches: “Those obsessed with giving compassion to
those who are cruel will soon become indifferent to the suffering of the
righteous.”

Altabef points out that there is no mention of Hamas in the pseudo-rab-
bis’ statement ; no mention of the death and destruction being wrought on
Israel; no mention of random violence being directed at Jews—only “tears”
at what Israelis are wreaking on the Palestinians.

“The letter speaks of the “tears” of the writers,” he notes, “that their dis-
tress should somehow justify their lashing out. But in classic Talmudic
fashion, one should read their “tears” not as nouns relating to crying, but
rather as a verb describing their behavior, which “tears” the Jewish people
apart.

“The seminary signatories have succeeded in creating a great hilul
hashem, a desecration of God’s name, by disparaging, demonizing and
libeling their own brethren. Shame on them.”

Spero comments that “these aspiring Jewish leaders need to learn that
Jewish peoplehood is a paramount Jewish concern and that the first priori-
ty of a rabbi is to save Jewish life…not down the road but immediately, in
the here and now. The first mitzvah is to ensure that Jews physically sur-
vive. When given two narratives, a rabbi should try to identify with Jewish
destiny as opposed to trashing it in the name of universalism. As rabbis,
they need to know that settling the land of Israel represents God’s covenant
with the Jewish people and is a commandment mentioned more often than
any other.”

Indeed, taking the side during the time of war of those wishing to destroy
your people is not a rabbinic quality, it is traitorous. Heaven help us from
such leadership!”

He goes on to write that that “twenty-First Century American Jewishness
is not Judaism but, rather, a Jewishness that sees itself as a conduit for
“woke” social justice and a community that cares more about perpetuating
fashionable left/liberal ideals much more than Jewish peoplehood and even
survival. The perfidy of these rabbinic students should be a wake-up call to
America’s Jewish community. The hubristic, immodest rabbinic students
have announced: “We are the future leaders of the Jewish community.” If
that God forbid happens, there will be no future Jewish community.

JP&N article about camps spurs readers to act
We received an email from a reader about the article in which we

described the continued plight of Camp Massad and BB Camp in having to
adjust their plans on an ongoing basis in response to Covid:

I must tell you that I am really enjoying reading the paper, as a matter of
fact in one of your recent publications you had an article about what Camp
Massad & BB were doing - a sort of “Airbnb.”

I contacted Danial at Camp Massad and made a donation so that a fami-
ly who could not afford to attend a 4 day session (even with subsidy) could
now do so with my donation.  My mother did the same.

I wish the JP&N much success!  Keep up the great work!
All the Best!
Name witheld

Upon receiving this note I contacted Danial Sprintz of Camp Massad to
ask him whether he might want to comment on the donations the camp
received.

Danial Sprintz wrote:
Bernie,
I hope that this email finds you well! We did receive those donations

because of the awareness that your article raised. Thank you so much for
spreading the word and helping us out! 
Danial

Found in Garden City area

We received a phone call from a resident of Airlies, who lives north of
Jefferson, and who reported finding a compartment containing music CD’s.
The compartment was lying in a field near his house, he reported. One
might surmise that the CD’s were in a car that was broken into somewhere
in the area.

One of the CD’s was labeled “Rachel & Oren September 5, 2004”.
There were also many other CD’s containing Hebrew songs. As well,

there was a CD from the 2005 Negev Gala.

The individual who found the CD’s asked whether we might be able to
locate the owner of the compartment.

We contacted both the Etz Chayim and Shaarey Zedek synagogues to ask
whether either one of them had a record of a wedding having taken place
there between an Oren and a Rachel on Sept. 5, 2004, but the answer in
both cases was no.

If these CD’s belong to you or you think you know to whom these CD’s
might belong, please contact us at 204-694-3332 or jewishp@mymts.net

By

MYRON LOVE
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Doctors Manitoba recognizes humanitarian pediatrician 
By MYRON LOVE

Dr. Murray Kesselman pronounces himself “hon-
oured” to have been recognized by Doctors
Manitoba (formerly known as the Manitoba

Medical Association) as this year’s recipient of the
organization’s Distinguished Service Award.  

“It is always gratifying to be recognized by your
peers,” remarks the long time pediatric intensivist who
specializes in pediatric emergency medicine and pedi-
atric intensive care patients.  “It is also quite hum-
bling.” 

The Doctors Manitoba Distinguished Service award
recognizes a long career of services to patients and the
community that embodies the highest standards and
ideals of the medical profession, and in the promotion
of the art and science of medicine through teaching, writing and adminis-
tration. 

The presentation, he says, was made virtually  May 6th at Doctors
Manitoba’s annual general meeting.  An in-person presentation is tenta-
tively scheduled for November when it is hoped that Covid restrictions will
be lifted.

A south-ender who attended Ramah evening school and graduated from
Grant Park High School, Kesselman earned his MD designation from the
University of Manitoba in 1974.  After some years doing general practice,
then a Pediatric Residency, he completed a Fellowship in Pediatric Critical
Care at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

“At that period, you could take your time figuring out what kind of med-
icine you would like to focus on,” he recalls.  “I worked in ER at the Grace
Hospital for a while and spent a couple of years at the Mount Carmel
Clinic.  I found that I was particularly drawn to pediatrics.”   

Dr. Kesselman focuses on the care of critically ill children in the
Oeguatric Intensive Care Unit and technology-dependent children living
for extended periods in the Pediatric Special Care Unit. For many years, Dr.
Kesselman has been involved in developing and furthering the use of pro-
cedural sedation for children needing painful procedures or prolonged radi-
ologic studies and the safe and effective transport of children.

Although semi-retired now, Kesselman was, for many years, a staff
Pediatric Intensivist and Pediatric Emergency Medicine Physician at The
Children’s Hospital of Winnipeg, Section Head of the PSCU (Pediatric
Special Care Unit) and Section Head of PICU (Pediatric Special Care Unit)
as well as Associate Professor in the Max Rady College of Medicine’s
Department of Pediatrics and Child Health. He has played a significant role
in shaping and developing the PICU into its current state.  Providing in per-
son pediatric care to the children of Sanikiluaq in Nunavut was also a spe-

cial privilege that lasted 35 years, he says.  
About 15 years ago or so, the Winnipeg pediatrician con-

nected with an organization called “Operation Smile”.
“I felt the need to do something more in helping kids,” he

recalls.  
Operation Smile was founded in 1982 by Dr. William P.

Magee Jr., a plastic and craniofacial surgeon, and his wife,
who is the organization’s Chief Executive Officer. According
to its mission statement, there are millions of children around
the world who are born with cleft lips or cleft palates.  The
majority of these children are unable to receive the medical
care they need because it is too costly, far away, or special-
ized. Because of this, being born with a cleft condition can be
fatal. If a child survives, they may face bullying and social
isolation. 

Operation Smile currently is active in 34 countries, surgically repairing
the condition and providing after-surgery comprehensive care.

Once or twice a year, pre-Covid, Kesselman travelled to different coun-
tries in Central American, Africa and Asia as part of Operation Smile ini-
tiatives.  

“I was even in Russia once,” he says.
The Operation Smile surgeries, he notes, are arranged months in advance

so that, when he has been called upon to go, he has had time to reschedule
his duties here as necessary.   

“I have a lot of memories from my work with Operation Smile,” he says.
“I have met a lot of people, forged enduring friendships and learned to
appreciate a little bit of what patients and families face  in other parts of the
world.”

The last mission – pre-Covid – to Malawi in southern Africa was partic-
ularly gratifying for Kesselman in that his wife, Jane (an Intensive Care and
Emergency Nurse)and oldest daughter Sarah (a Pediatric  ICU nurse) were
also part of the medical team.  

His other children include Rachel, a Fellow in Pediatric Emergency
Medicine; Steve, a Resident in Adult Emergency Medicine; and Dan, a
Masters student in School Psychology    .

“I was supposed to be going to Cambodia last year to teach in their pedi-
atric hospital,” he notes. He has had to settle for weekly Zoom teaching
sessions with their residents and staff for now.

These days, he says, he is still doing some work in the PSCU with kids
who are on long term ventilation and with the Sedation service. Otherwise,
he is riding out this time of lockdown trying to spend some time at the lake
working on a construction project at the cottage and preparing to become a
Zaida.

Elie Wiesel’s son: Jews always speak up for everyone else. Now’s the time to stand up for ourselves. 
By ELISHA WIESEL 

June 2, 2021 (New York Jewish Week via JTA) — In the
1960s, the Communist Party cut the Russian Jews off from
the Jewish people. They prohibited them from wearing tefill-
in, or celebrating b’nai mitzvah, or expressing support for the
State of Israel. They intimidated and imprisoned them. And
the Communist Party governed with one big antisemitic lie:
The Jews are the enemy of the workers.

When my father, Elie Wiesel, visited, Russian dissidents
would ask him eagerly: How many in America are marching
for us? And my father would be too ashamed to tell them how
few there were. He wrote a book about it called “The Jews of Silence.”
Many thought he was referring to the Soviet Jews, who had to study our
sacred texts in hushed secrecy.

But he was referring to us: the American Jews who refused to speak up
for their Jewish brethren across oceans and borders.

Today, we are still victims of a terrible antisemitic lie, one that well-
intentioned progressives who care about justice have too often swallowed.
This big lie seeks to turn the fire of the racial justice movement against its
earliest supporters: The Jews are White, the Palestinians are Black.

The inconvenient truth for our haters is that the Jewish people are not the
enemy of the workers. Or of people of color. Or of social justice. And that
the modern Jewish nation has sought peace with her Arab neighbors since
before she was created in 1948.

The truth is that when half of our number finally governed themselves
once again in their ancestral homeland of Israel, they built the socialized
health care system that Bernie Sanders dreams of. The sons and daughters
of the Ethiopian Jewish community, airlifted out of Africa by Israel in the
1980s, are reaching the Knesset and the Eurovision stage. LGBTQ Arabs
can follow their hearts and their faith freely in Israel, and an Arab political
party may yet be the kingmaker in this year’s elections.

The truth is that Hamas endangers civilians, Palestinian and Israeli, just
to feed hatred. Their goal is the total eradication of the State of Israel.

And now, once again, too many of us have shamefully become the Jews
of Silence. We have spoken up for every cause but our own.

It is time to shed our silence and speak with a loud voice.

If you have been silent because you feel Israel can take care
of itself, think again. Your voice matters. Just weeks ago,
Hamas fired thousands of rockets at Israeli population cen-
ters with the express intent of maximizing civilian deaths.
Iron Dome is why there aren’t thousands of murdered Jews.
Some in Congress are clamoring for the United States to
defund it.

If you have been silent because you feel Israel can never
have security without peace, then commit yourself to peace.
And while you build this critical common ground with our
Palestinian cousins, speak up for Israel which has given up

land in the name of peace, most recently with disastrous consequences in
Gaza.

If you have been silent because “antisemitism could never happen here,”
then take a look around. It is no longer just the Lubavitch asking “are you
Jewish?” to help you do a mitzvah. Roving gangs of anti-Israel demonstra-
tors in New York and Los Angeles are asking the same question. They bran-
dish knives. They throw fists, bottles and hateful words.

And if you have been silent because you felt you stood alone, I promise
you that you are not alone. Over 30 years ago, my father and other leaders
of the Jewish community convened a quarter of a million of us and our
allies in Washington, D.C. to show solidarity with Soviet Jewry on
Freedom Sunday.

It is now our generation’s turn to speak our truth: Neither the millions of
us here in the United States nor our Jewish brothers and sisters in Israel are
going anywhere. We will not bow to terror.

At the height of this most recent conflict, President Biden defended the
dream of a two-state solution and directly spoke against the hatred at the
core of the Hamas charter, saying, “Until the region says unequivocally that
they acknowledge the right of Israel to exist as an independent Jewish state,
there will be no peace.”

I am grateful to President Biden for standing with the Jewish people.
Now it is our turn. Let’s end our silence and join him.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70 Faces
Media.

Dr. MURRAY KESSELMAN

ELISHA WIESEL



By BERNIE BELLAN

In the mid-1980s a young Dr. Meir
Kryger was beginning to establish
his reputation as one of the pre-emi-

nent experts in the area of sleep disor-
ders.

Having moved to Winnipeg to take
up a position at St. Boniface Hospital
(where he was to establish Canada’s
first sleep lab devoted entirely to
researching sleep disorders and was the
first doctor to describe a case of sleep
apnea in Canada) Kryger also some-
how found the time to begin working
on a novel – which, for various rea-
sons, he just couldn’t complete.

Eventually though, in  2020 Kryger
did publish that novel which, appropri-
ately enough (given his career’s major primary
focus) was titled “The Man Who Couldn’t Stay
Awake”.  As Kryger wrote to me in a recent
email,  “While I was still in Winnipeg, I wrote a
novel that I never did anything thing with
because my medical career had priority. When
COVID hit, I published it on Amazon.”

Now, you might expect that after taking more
than 35 years to complete his first novel, Kryger
was not exactly sitting on an incipient block-
buster that people would really enjoy – but you
would be  wrong.

If anything, “The Man Who Couldn’t Stay
Awake” is a first-rate mystery that moves at a
whirlwind pace and which, if it had been pro-
moted by a major publishing house rather than
being self published would probably have
received considerable renown by now.

I couldn’t help but think that in the past eight
months we’ve published reviews of two other
novels by Canadian Jewish doctors (“Prairie
Sonata, by Sandra Shefrin Rubin, and “Lost
Immunity”, by Daniel Kalla), along with a book
of poetry (“Tablet Fragments”, by Tamar Rubin).
All of these books have gone on to receive wide-
spread critical acclaim and, in some cases, have
either won awards or been nominated for them.

That doctors can also be talented writers should
come as no surprise. What I wonder though is
how a practicing physician can find the time to
write for pleasure, given how busy most of them
are – and how polished the end products have
turned out to be. (As a writer of non-fiction in
these pages – although some readers may say
that what I actually produce would best be
described as fiction, I can attest to how one has
to force oneself to sit down and write – on top of
freeing oneself from all distractions: no easy
task.)

But, as Meir Kryger explained in an email to
me, Covid afforded him the opportunity to finish
something that he had set aside many years
before – and after he had already authored many
other books of non-fiction, all to do with the sub-
ject of sleep.

I asked him how long he actually spent writing
“The Man Who Couldn’t Stay Awake”? He
answered: “I did many drafts of the book, some
handwritten (which I still have). Hundreds of
hours.” 

So, what’s “The Man Who Couldn’t Stay
Awake” all about? It tells the story of a doctor
(naturally) by the name of Sam Moroz, who finds
himself enmeshed in a plot involving oil drilling
in the Arctic. The book opens up with Moroz
falling from the sky on to the Arctic ice – cer-
tainly a riveting beginning to what unfolds as a
complex mystery involving various subplots,
including an elaborate investment scheme, life
among the Inuit, marital betrayal, a trip to Las
Vegas, followed by a rafting trip on the Colorado
River, Swiss bankers, French gastronomy…need

I go on?
The plot moves back

and forth in time – a
device that we’ve come
to expect in good mys-
tery novels, as we gradu-
ally begin to understand
just how it is that Moroz
ended up falling from the
sky in that opening
scene. Through the
course of the novel
Moroz befriends an Inuit
hunter by the name of
Pauloosie. 

I asked Kryger  though,
whether in his final draft,
he had thought of chang-

ing his references to “Indians” in the novel?
Although the term would certainly have been
acceptable in the 1980s, I’m not so sure that he
would escape criticism in our contemporary age
of liberal “cancel culture” . 

Here is how he responded: “The word
“Indian” appears about 35 times in the book.
That was the term in common usage in the
1980s. Even government agencies used that
word. The book was reviewed by an aboriginal
professor at U of M who had no problems with
the book. Most of the readers have been
Americans: The term “American Indian” is
widely used in the US.”

(That’s all well and good, Meir, but in an age
when using the wrong term can lead to being
pilloried by certain groups, I just don’t know
how that would go over with the agents of polit-
ical correctness.)

I also wondered though whether Kryger had
ever thought of updating some other references
in the novel to make it more accessible to
younger readers. After all, reading about charac-
ters using payphones does seem somewhat
anachronistic. So, I asked him whether he had
thought about revising the book to make it more
contemporary?

His answer was: “I did think of updating it, but
the events and context are early 80s. I suppose I
could have modeled Kian (the novel’s primary
villain) as an internet tycoon (rather than an oil
baron, which is how he is depicted). Maybe for
the sequel?” (By the way, I did suggest to
Kryger that he should bring back Sam Moroz in
another novel, which is why he referred to writ-
ing a sequel – apparently an idea he’s contem-
plating).

Something else about “The Man Who
Couldn’t Stay Awake” that might especially
appeal to Winnipeg readers is that some of the
action does take place in this city, although the
descriptions of some of the seedier parts of
Winnipeg are not exactly flattering.  Kryger
does delve into some interesting historical refer-
ences though when he writes about the way
Inuit suffering from tuberculosis and other mal-
adies were administered to by well meaning
White doctors. In his description of Pauloosie’s
father’s treatment for TB, he reminded me of a
story we published in our paper by Susan Turner
about how her uncle, Dr. Earl Hershfield,
became the leading expert on the treatment of
that disease among the Inuit.  (You can read that
story on our website at http://jewishpostand-
news.ca/8-features/608-dr-earl-hershfield-and-
inuit-bobbie-suluk-connecting-over-time.) 

In my email correspondence with Kryger, I
suggested to him that he has the makings of
another Dan Brown (author of “The Da Vinci
Code”) in the way he provides the reader with so
much interesting information as the action

Former Winnipegger Dr. Meir Kryger takes an impressive
turn to fiction with “The Man Who Couldn’t Stay Awake” 
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moves quickly from one locale to another while
the hero attempts to solve a complicated mys-
tery. 

Kryger said though that he was inspired more
by Charles Dickens’ “Pickwick Papers”. (I’m
sorry to say that I haven’t read that one, but now
my curiosity is piqued.)

The painful truth for a writer, however, no mat-
ter how good they may be, is that it’s very rare
for a book to gain any sort of acclaim unless it’s
picked up by a major publisher. Kryger says that
he doesn’t have a literary agent, but if Amazon
reviews are any indication, readers of “The Man
Who Couldn’t Stay Awake” are overwhelmingly
positive in their responses to this book.

Comments on Amazon (which is where the
book can be purchased) range from “a real page
turner” to “a well written travelogue”. And,
although there aren’t a huge number of ratings, it
does score an impressive 4.9 out of 5 in cus-
tomer reviews.

For Winnipeggers who knew Meir Kryger
when he, his wife, Barbara, daughter Shelley,
and sons Michael and Steven, lived here until he
took up a new position in 2011 at Yale
University, I thought it might be interesting to
catch up with where they’ve all ended up, so I
asked Kryger to give a summary of where they
all are these days.

Here’s what he wrote: “Shelley is a math
teacher in NYC.  Michael, my middle son is a
doctor in charge of a spinal cord unit in
Pennsylvania. Steven, my youngest son works in
the financial industry. Barbara was a consultant
in HR (career development) for APTN
(Aboriginal Peoples Television Network) until
about 4 years ago. 

“We are all vaccinated and well.” 

“The Man Who Couldn’t Stay Awake” is avail-
able on paperback or in Kindle format from
Amazon.

Dr. MEIR KRYGER
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Dr. Keith Meloff: 
a remarkable medical career

By GERRY POSNER

I’ve been writing a lot about
Jewish psychiatrists of late (you
can call me out for that), but the

Jews of Winnipeg have also been a
force in Neurology. It is just that  not
many people know it. One such
luminary is Winnipeg born and bred
neurologist, Dr. Keith Meloff, now
of Toronto. 

Meloff, a product of East Kildonan
and both the north and south ends of
Winnipeg, son of Jack and Ada
Meloff, and brother to Leslie Meloff
Levant, now of Calgary, was in fact
connected to the Max Nathanson
family in that he was a godson to
them arising out of his mother’s employment at Nathanson’s business,
Quality Bed and Spring, as office manager, bookkeeper and general do it
all person. When he was four, his family moved from E. Kildonan to
Lansdowne Avenue. Keith attended The Peretz Shul, Luxton, St. John’s
High School and then in Grade  11, his family moved south to Campbell
Street and he finished his schooling at Kelvin High School. 

Meloff had an illustrious group of friends whose names many readers
will recognize as in: Sam Sarbit, Ken Goldstein, Raymond Kives, Gerry
Schwartz, Howard Book, Norm Frolich, David Klass, Marshall Rothstein
(later Mr. Justice Rothstein of the Supreme Court of Canada), Brent
Schachter, Arthur Sheps, Baillie Klass, Phillip Olin, Annette Finkel and
many others. At Kelvin, Meloff pulled his grades up and after three years
at the University of Manitoba, he was accepted into the Faculty of
Medicine in 1961. 

Meloff admits he lacked the work ethic and maturity for the rigours of a
dense curriculum  and he was required to repeat his first year of Medicine.
(Does repeating a grade ever happen anymore?) Yet, in 1966 Meloff grad-
uated with an MD (Honours). Meloff says he benefited from the influence
of Drs. Sidney Israels, Harry Medovy, Martin Brotman, Reuben Cherniack,
Arnold Naimark, Alvin Zipursky and Lyonel Israels. 

Meloff moved to the Twin Cities from 1966-1972, where he trained in
Pediatrics, Adult and Child Neurology at, what he says, were the best pro-
grams in the USA. In this respect he owes an enormous debt of gratitude
to the superb education and remarkable generosity of the University of
Minnesota. Meloff’s course study was an unusual combination of pursuits
that  allowed him to succeed in the difficult specialty examinations in both
Pediatrics and Neurology for the Royal College of Physicians and later, to
pass his oral exams again in both disciplines. Meloff then practiced both
pediatric and adult neurology in Toronto, Miami, all of Northern Ontario,
New Jersey and London, Ontario. He calls himself a medical dilettante plus
a workaholic. If you read his work history, you get a glimpse of the breadth
and depth of Keith’s career. 

His resumé is long and varied. He is, for starters, a Fellow of the Royal
College of Physicians of Canada in both Pediatrics and Neurology. Just his
professional experience from 1992 to the present is staggering. From 1992-
95, Keith was the Associate Medical Director to Ciba-Geigy (Novartis)
and, in 1994, was also a consultant to Medtronic. From 1996-98, he served
as a Medical Advisor and Director of Glaxo Canada (a name in the news
these days). From 1999-2002 Meloff was the Medical Director and Chief
Medical Officer of Wyeth Canada. Later, he was  also a consultant  to
Sanofi Canada - now known as Aurinia. 

In short, Meloff has had his hand in many medical companies. From
2003-4, Meloff was the Consultant Neurologist to the MS Clinic at the
Baycrest Centre in Toronto. Moreover, from 2008-19, he was a Peer
Assessor to the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario in both
Pediatric and Adult Neurology. On top of all of this, Meloff has had con-
siderable experience in medical administration, having served as the
Medical Director of Easter Seals in Toronto, President of the Medical Staff
at Holland-Bloorview Hospital, Director of Pediatric and Adolescent
Medicine for the Grant Centre Hospital in Miami, and as Professor and
Director of Pediatric Neurology at the New Jersey Neuroscience Institute
in Edison, New Jersey. The list goes on, but you get the gist of Meloff’s
career. And, Meloff is still very active as he closes in on his 80th birthday
next year. He remains  a consultant Neurologist to the University Health
Network in Toronto, also a Medical Advisor in Neurology for the Ministry
of Transportation Ontario. 

With all of this work history, Meloff, husband to Suzette, father to son
Richard. and grandfather to three grandkids, is a big fan of the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba. He also remains close to his roots, hoping to cel-
ebrate the 55th reunion of his medical class later this year, hopefully in
Winnipeg. His memories of his years in Winnipeg are very strong, his ties
to the community very meaningful, and he recalls with great fondness all
of his Winnipeg pals. His past relationships, combined with a very deep
work ethic, have given Dr. Keith Meloff a remarkable career.

Former Winnipegger writes new 
siddur for house of mourning

By MYRON LOVE

Rabbi Shawn Zell has penned a
new siddur which, he hopes,
will make for easier reading as

well as refreshing the ritual with some
inspirational readings which he has
composed for those in mourning.

In his introduction to “For Those
Who Grieve”, he notes that “one of
the greatest frustrations when it comes
to a shivah house, is that, all too often,
the atmosphere leaves much to
desired” – with people telling jokes,
catching up on gossip and generally
avoiding the subject of death and
dying rather than “sharing words of
comfort and reflection and anecdotes and recollections of the deceased.”

“For Those Who Grieve”, he says, aims to replace “tired and worn” read-
ings in current shivah books with Zells’ compositions which, he hopes,
gives readers “new food for thought” that may “serve as a source of com-
fort to the bereaved and render the atmosphere of the shivah house more
meaningful.

“I paid careful attention in making sure that my compositions aren’t
excessively lugubrious or maudlin,” he comments.

Zell’s “For Those Who Grieve” begins with “This Shivah Candle”, a
poem by the rabbi intending to provide some awareness of the meaning of
the candle one is about to light in memory of the deceased.

What follows is the regular mincha/maariv service. After the traditional
service, there are several other poems by Zell – in English – focusing on
remembrance.  The book concludes with a poem to be said when rising
from shivah and another when visiting the grave and putting a stone on the
memorial headstone. 

Zell, who is currently the spiritual leader of Congregation Tiferet Israel
in Dallas, grew up in Winnipeg. The son of the late Ida and Phil Zell was
initially ordained as a Conservative Rabbi in the mid-1980s. He served in
pulpits in that capacity in Sioux City, Iowa, and Clark, New Jersey. In
2004-2006, while between congregations, he received his Orthodox
smicha.

“For Those Who Grieve” is his third book.  His first book, “The Right
Word”, which he wrote 14 years ago, was a practical guide on what to say
when visiting a mourner.  Four years ago, he published “Passover Points to
Ponder”, which dissects the Pesach seder from beginning to end and poses
many interesting questions.

There were any number of starts and stops to his new publication, he
notes. “It was not a focused concerted effort until the selections began to
take shape.”

His latest work has already received some positive feedback. He reports
that he sent a copy of “Too Brief a Period of Time”, one of the selections
in the book to the widow of a cousin in California who succumbed to
Covid in December at the age of 57.

“She copied it onto the handout for the funeral service,” he reports.
Then there was the response from a woman in South Carolina who wrote

to him that “the whole last section from page 76-84 did me in and I had a
proper cry. Yasher Koach, Rabbi, as this will bring comfort and strength to
all who read it, during the mourning week and well after. It did for me.”

“Most people did not expect anything other than the lachrymose, senti-
mental readings that depict ideal relationships between the deceased and
the mourner,” he comments. ‘For Those Who Grieve’ deals with life as it
is.”
The book is available through Amazon.

Rabbi SHAWN ZELLDr. KEITH MELOFF

Switzerland adopts IHRA definition of antisemitism
(JTA) — The government of Switzerland has adopted the definition of

antisemitism of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, making
the Alpine nation the 36th country to do so.

“This definition can serve as an additional guide for identifying antisemit-
ic incidents within the framework of the various measures to combat anti-
semitism in Switzerland,” the Federal Council, the country’s highest execu-
tive authority, said in a statement Friday.

The IHRA working definition describes various forms of antisemitism,
including hatred and discrimination against Jews and Holocaust denial.

It also lists examples of anti-Israel criticism that it says in certain context
can be defined as antisemitic, including comparing the country’s policies to
those of Nazi Germany, denying the Jewish people their right to self-deter-
mination and “applying double standards by requiring of it a behavior not
expected or demanded of any other democratic nation.”

Criticism of Israel similar to that leveled at any other country is not anti-
semitic, the definition also states.

IHRA introduced the definition in 2016, three years after the European
Union’s anti-racism agency removed a very similar text from its website
amid protests over the text by pro-Palestinian activists who argued it limits
free speech.
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MAX BROWN
It is with sadness that

we announce the peaceful
passing of Max Brown
z’l, devoted husband to
Phyllis; exceptional and
involved father to Darren
(Sheryl Segal), Bruce
(Miriam), and Lisa (Brent
James); loving grand-
father to Orli, Mia, Dor,
Roni, Ariela, Sadie and
Samuel.  Max was a close
brother to Joey Brown
(Harriet) and Larry

Brown (Shirley); and fondly remembered uncle to
many loving nieces and nephews.  

Max was predeceased by his mother and father,
Sonia and Abe Brown z’l, and his brother Morris
Brown z’l.

Max was a respected high school teacher, a soccer
coach, a long-time Winnipeg Beach day camp
director, a bridge enthusiast, an amateur actor, an
avid reader and an exceptional athlete.   He excelled
in anything to which he put his mind.

Born in the heart of Winnipeg’s north end to
immigrant parents in 1935, Max grew up with a
strong moral code. He had many life long friends and
a large and warm extended family.  He knew the
value of honest hard work and self respect, and
instilled those values in his children.  He was
content, and that is something we hope to emulate.

Max was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease 13
years ago. He suffered greatly, yet his strong intellect
and steadfast personality helped delay the disease’s
creep.  Eventually, the light grew dimmer as he
slowly outlived his books, sports, many other
hobbies, and the enjoyment of his loving friends and
family. We will miss him a lot. 

May his memory be for a blessing.
The family would like to thank Anita Olofintuyi

for her dedication and the Simkin Center for their
exceptional care.

Donations in Max’s memory may be made to the
Saul and Claribel Simkin Center; the Alzheimer
Society of Canada; or to a charity of your choice.

In Memoriam
31st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved father and

grandfather

NORMAN
LACHTER
who passed away

June 16, 1990
23 Days in Sivan

Loving memories will never die,
As years roll on and days go by,
Deep in our hearts a memory is
kept
Of the dear one we loved and
will never forget.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

JUNE 9

In loving memory of
our dear father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

DAVID B.
MARGOLESE

who passed away
July 10, 1986

3 Days in Tammuz
—Sadly missed, never
forgotten by  children Phyllis,
Martin, Joel, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
35th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of

DANIEL
BUTLER

who passed away
June 10, 2001

– Always remembered and
missed by your wife Annette,
children Nadine, Marc and
Alea, grandchildren Liam
and Danielle and newest
addition Avi Daniel.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EDWARD
COWAN

October 24, 1942 -
June 11, 2002

First day of Tamuz, 5762

With each passing day
You are always in our hearts
Gone too soon
But never forgotten

— Sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL DAVID
DREMAN
who passed away

June 22, 1974
3 Days in Tammuz

Your memory is your keepsake
From which we'll never part.
God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our heart.
—His loving daughter,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
40th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ROBIN and ALLEN GOLDSTEIN
who passed away

June 13, 1981
11 days in Sivan

—Your lives were a blessing, your memories a treasure, you are
loved beyond words and missed beyond measure by all those who
knew you.

In Memoriam
60th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHARON
GREENFELD

July 15, 1948 – June 11, 1961
Treasured forever,
Loved for eternity,
Missed beyond measure,
Always forever in my heart.
—Love,
Your sister Roberta

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ERNEST (CHAIM)

KERN
who passed away

June 20, 2007
4 days in Tammuz

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
MEDOFF
who passed away

June 27, 1979
2 Days in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by all of his family
and friends.

In Memoriam

IRENE VERIN
who passed away

June 28, 1987
1st day in Tammuz

WALTER VERIN
who passed away

July 19, 1995
21 days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE 16

MEMORIAMS CONTINUED
ON NEXT PAGE

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

45th Yahrzeit 14th Yahrzeit

ROWENA
GREEN

who passed away
July 11, 1976

13th Day in Tammuz

IRWIN
GREEN

who passed away
June 22, 2007

6th Day in Tammuz
—Forever in our hearts and thoughts, loved and so very missed
by your children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

RUSSEL
KOWALL
who passed away

June 18, 1996
1st day in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DR. ALAN (ARI)
HARVEY LIPSON

who passed away
June 25, 2009

3rd day of Tammuz
To remember you is easy,
We do it every day,
It’s just the pain of losing you,
That never goes away.
— Your loving wife, children,
grandsons, mother, sister and
brother-in-law, and extended
family.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

VICKY REISS
who passed away

June 22, 2012
2 days in Tammuz

— Always remembered by her
loving family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL RUBIN
who passed away

June 29, 1943
26 Days in Sivan

It is with deep heartfelt sorrow, we especially remember at this time
of the year, our beautiful parents and grandparents for whom no
sacrifice for family and others was too great. They are with us every
day of the year. We shall never forget them.
— Son Harold, daughter Lil Cohen, and their grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

TILLIE RUBIN
who passed away

June 11, 1987
14 Days in Sivan

In Memoriam
33rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MEYER L.
RUDELIER
who passed away

June 17, 1988
2nd day in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
31st Yahrzeit

SAUL GORDON
SHROM

who passed away
June 29, 1990

6 Days in Tammuz

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and family.

HELEN MAY
SHROM

who passed away
July 6, 2015

19 Days in Tammuz

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM STERN
who passed away

July 2, 2003
2 Days in Tamuz

— Your courage, compassion
and humour will lovingly
always be remembered by your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HERSCH
ZENTNER
who passed away

June 11, 2002
2nd Day of Tamuz

“And when my journey takes
me to the end of  the road of life,
Beyond time's hidden bend,
I hope my fellow travelers
can say with truthful hearts
– a good man passed this way”
—Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Lillian, daughter Ali, son-in-
law Jason, grandson Jonah,
relatives and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

MILLY
GREENFIELD

who passed away
July 11, 1984

11 Days in Tammuz 5744
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

37th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOEL ALEX
MINUK

who passed away
July 3, 1990

10 Days in Tammuz
Forever missing you.
— Love Mom & Dad, Amanda
and Alex.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MICHELLE
MOYER

who passed away
July 14, 2011

12 Days in Tammuz
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Andrew, children Ashleigh
and Dayne, mother Pearl,
sisters Brenda and Cindy,
nieces and nephews, family
and friends.

In Memoriam
47th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
father, zaide & great-zaide

MENDEL
MENACHEM

SZTERNFELD
who passed away

June 28, 1974
8 days in Tamuz

Your warm, gentle, good
nature, sense of  humor, wisdom
and unconditional love will
always be remembered.
— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy, Marissa and Rob,
Hailey, Caleb, Zane, Rubie,
Max, Chloe and your nieces,
nephews,  family & friends.

In loving memory of

HARRY
PLATTNER
who passed away

June 28, 2014
30 days in Sivan

— Your loving wife Sos,
daughter Glori (Adam),
grandchildren Robbie and
Rochelle (Ido), great-
grandchildren Jada, Ela,
Leo, Lea, Harel, family and
friends.

7th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam



The signatures are
on paper. The
ink is drying.

The reign of King
Netanyahu, Israel’s
longest serving prime
minster, may be at an
end. The only guaran-
tee in Israeli politics is

that there are no guarantees—der mentsh trakht
un Got lakht. In the 11th hour, Yair Lapid, the
leader of the aptly named “change government”
declared to President Rueven Rivlin that he had
succeeded in forming a government. Time will
tell if he is correct. Lapid is stitching together
unlike parts. He’ll need exactly the right
amount of electricity to bring them to life. 

Mansour Abbas is Israel’s most interesting
dentist. For decades, Arab and Jewish political
parties have lived in separate realities. Arab par-
ties have rejected partaking in and normalizing a
system they believe oppresses Arab and
Palestinian voices. Jewish parties have had little
interest in dialogue with Arab nationalists whom
they view as existentially threatening to Israel’s
Jewish identity. The impasse seemed unbridge-
able. Luckily, Abbas is used to pulling teeth. His
Ra’am party has left behind traditional divides,
advocating for the interests of Arab-Israeli soci-
ety as opposed to larger questions of Palestinian
nationalism. Ra’am entered the Knesset on a
platform of fixing infrastructure, tackling orga-
nized crime, and legalizing unrecognized
Bedouin villages. If the change government is
formed, Ra’am will be the first Arab party in the
history of Israel to join a ruling coalition. 

On Monday, June 7th the Knesset Speaker will
schedule a potential swearing in, one the world
will watch to see if the new government can pass
a vote of confidence. The coalition’s margins—
61 of 120 members of the Knesset—are beyond
thin. The precariousness of the new govern-
ment’s position is  eclipsed only by the range of
its members’ differences. Including Ra’am, the
change government is comprised of eight parties
that span the political spectrum, from the dovish
Meretz to the hawkish Yamina. If Netanyahu can
siphon a single vote, the country will be plunged
into its fifth round of elections in four years. 

The inclusion of Abbas in this government has
not gone unopposed. Hundreds of picketers
mobilized outside the hotel where the coalition

negotiations took
place, challenging the
idea that an Islamist
party should be part of
government. What
these protestors failed
to realize is that Arab-
Israelis comprise over
20% of the country. 

For decades, their needs have been systemical-
ly ignored by the Jewish majority. Now, like the
Haredim, they are learning to play politics.
Ra’am supporters don’t want to push the Jews
into the sea. They want new schools, upgraded
roads, and equality under the law— and, if this
new government actually takes root - they’re off
to a roaring start. In the haggling over coalition
building, Ra’am has secured a commitment of
roughly 20 billion dollars (CD) in development
funding to help level the playing field.
Addressing long standing inequality in the Arab
sector will create a safer and more secure Israel
for all of its citizens. 

The strangest accident of Israel’s unstable
coalition system is that it’s making us talk to
each other. You don’t need to be a yeshiva grad-
uate to know that Israelites are a stiff-necked
people. For the change government to succeed,
both Jewish and Arab Israelis will need to turn
their heads and listen. The quirks of coalition
negotiations are demanding unprecedented con-
versations between disparate world views.
Regardless of the necessity of circumstance, it’s
an opportunity for dialogue—dialogue the coun-
try has been putting off for far too long. The
potential departure of Netanyahu has already
opened space for new voices. Paradoxically,
Israel’s fractured electoral system may be the
long-needed catalyst to begin the process of uni-
fying the country’s disparate tribes. There will
be portions of Ra’am’s platform that will be
untenable for many Israelis. The same holds true
for Yamina and Meretz. Listening to the ideas
and policies of others, even those we will ulti-
mately reject, holds value. At a societal level,
coalition building is offering Israelis the chance
to get to know each other. The success of Israel’s
democracy depends on this process continuing
to yield common ground. The only alternative—
the perpetual ballot box—is no alternative at all. 
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AnalysisIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

LINDA
MARGOLESE 

Who passed away 
July 13, 2019
10th Tammuz

—Forever loved and sadly
missed by husband Joel,
daughter and  son-in-law

Tamara and Kevin,
and grandson Noah.

Always in our hearts and minds.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY BARON
who passed away

June 22, 1999
8 days in Tammuz

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren,  family and
friends.

In loving memory of

BEN LUFFMAN
who passed away

June 30, 2017
6 days in Tammuz

— Forever remembered by
his wife, daughter and son-in-
law, grandchildren and family.

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAXWELL
(MAX) NELKO

who passed away
July 3rd, 2006

8 Days in Tammuz
To live in the hearts
Of ones we loved
Is not to die
—  Forever loved and missed
by his children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and brother and sisters.

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

A kind, generous, good
human being, our wonderful

SAUL SIMKIN
who passed away

June 21, 1994
12 Days in Tammuz

We miss you so much our
fabulous father.
- Your daughters Jacqueline
& Diane, son-in-law Steven
and granddaughter Nikki.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

MARY STEIN
who passed away

July 10, 1992
9 Days in Tammuz

Loving memories will never die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter and
grandchildren.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE WORB
who passed away

June 17, 1991
5 days in Tammuz

— Always in our thoughts,
ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife Geri,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

30th Yahrzeit

What coalition building in Israel is 
accidentally teaching us 

By

JAMIE MICHAELS

Simkin Centre’s “Harry the Canary” passes
The following is taken from the

Simkin Centre website:
“It is with great sadness that we

have to report that Harry the
Canary passed away last week.
Harry was purchased by our
Resident Council in 2013.  He
brought so much joy to our
Residents, staff and visitors.
Resident Council paid for his food
and care for all these years.  He is
buried in a small spot near the
employee parking lot.  It has not been determined whether Harry will be
replaced.  Stay tuned!”

An uneasy alliance - three key figures in
Israel’s new coalition government: Yair
Lapid, Naftali Bennett, and Mansour Abbas.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BETTY WOHL
who passed away

June 29, 2015
12 days in Tammuz

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of
Yiddish column

Salomea Perl (1869-1916) was one of the greatest
Yiddish short stories writers who is today almost
entirely  forgotten. Ruth  Murphy recently translated
Perl’s 7 known stories in a beautiful  bilingual edi-
tion  titled: “The Canvas and Other Stories by
Salomea Perl”, and one can instantly notice Perl’s
masterful command of the Yiddish language. Born in
Poland and died young, Perl managed to publish sev-
eral stories in the Yiddish press with the blessing of
I. L. Peretz. Her stories, written in beautiful idiomat-
ic Yiddish range between feminist critique of the
backward violent Shtetl and the estrabged modern
city. It is a privilege to read her stories today. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30
PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online
at ckjs.com  
On June 13th Rochelle Zucker will be the host for both
segments. 
Gerry Posner's guest on June 20th will be Ben Berkal,
son of Rabbi Louis Berkal Z"L.
You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Jewish Radio Hour

Hi Bernie
I’ve been sent a number of emails from friends and

relatives that reference B’Nai Brith Canada’s slander-
ing of the Winnipeg May 15 Palestine support rally. I
was at the rally (suitably masked and social distanced)
and found the reports being circulated by my friends
and acquaintances to be distorted. 

As reported in your last “Short Takes” there was a
confrontation between Palestinian demonstrators and
Israel supporters but mostly it was competing loud-
speakers. Threats were made on both sides and there
was some pushing and shoving but no one was injured.
There were plenty of police there too. Ron East and his
group were there to provoke. 

As far as coverage in the Free Press letters column
goes, a number of people I know submitted letters and
the FP refused to print them stating they were too con-
troversial. A number of the letters were in response to
the $10,000 full page ad promising that the “Winnipeg
Jewish Community” support of Israel is unequivocal. I
am not in support of this ad and wonder how much
pressure was put on the long list of institutions to sign
on. 

If peace is really what people want then it won’t hap-
pen without equal rights and justice for Palestinians in
the West Bank, Jerusalem, Gaza and Israel proper.
There are Jews right here in Winnipeg who disagree
with the overwhelming destruction and killing for what
Israel calls “mowing the grass” in Gaza. The dispos-
session of Palestinian houses in Jerusalem, the tear
gassing, stun grenades, and rubber bullets in the Al
Aqsa mosque were the provocation for the rocket
attacks on Israel. The disproportionate response from
the IDF may well have been Netanyahu’s desperate
attempt to save his political skin but it is really just part
of an ongoing policy of ethnic cleansing and Apartheid
that is at the root of the conflict. 

I don’t have access to the political machinery or the
money to promote my point of view with a $10,000 ad
in the FP or even have the ability to write a letter to
them supporting Palestinian rights but I can and do try
to influence my friends, neighbours, and relatives to
support equal rights and justice for everyone “between
the river and the sea”. If you want peace there is no
other way. 

David Weller

LETTER
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Community/Israel news

Judaic Studies courses at the University of
Manitoba – Fall 2021 and Winter 2022

Judaic Studies courses at the University of Manitoba will remain online this
Fall (2021) and Winter (2022) terms. Anyone can take or audit any of the cours-
es from the comfort of their own home, anywhere in the world. All courses are
open to students and the public as long as they apply and are admitted to the uni-
versity. For individuals over 65 years of age, there is no tuition since you can
audit for only a very nominal registration fee. If you’re looking for something
different to do this coming Fall and Winter, please consider taking or auditing
any of our courses (below). 

For those who have never been students at the University of Manitoba, they
will need to apply to the University of Manitoba, General Studies to become a
student to take a course either for credit or to audit (deadline August 1). We rec-
ommend that you apply by July 1st for admission if you are interested in taking
(auditing or for credit) any of the courses below. 

For information on how to apply, please contact Student Advisor, General
Studies, Division of Extended Education - Karen Nickerson (Phone:
204.474.8330) or Michelle Kidd - by email (General.Studies@umanitoba.ca) and
one of them will respond. Email is preferable since most people are working
from home. Rather than working your way through the process of registering to
audit the course if you are not already a student, Karen and Michelle will take
you through the registration process. 

Any questions about particular courses can be answered by the Judaic Studies
Program’s Administrative Assistant Linda Albanese ((linda.albanese@umanito-
ba.ca), or the Program Coordinator, Prof. Haskel Greenfield (Haskel.green-
field@umanitoba.ca).

Following are the courses offered this coming academic year (2021-2022).
Courses are run on a two year cycle:

Yiddish Literature and Language - YDSH 2320 - Survey of Yiddish liter-
ature; review of Yiddish language skills. This course is intended for those with a
basic knowledge of Yiddish, such as graduates of Yiddish day schools, those who
have completed YDSH 1220 or equivalent, and students with other previous
training in Yiddish. On-Line Study, 7:00-9:45 pm, Thursday, Sep 08, 2021-April
12, 2022. 

Love, Death and Afterlives: Yiddish Culture in Pre-World War II
Eastern Europe – JUD 3010 - The course is an introduction to pre-World War
II Yiddish culture mostly focusing on Eastern Europe. The course content
includes the study of Yiddish fiction, poetry, drama and film (in English transla-
tion). We will learn about historical developments, movements and personalities
in Eastern European Yiddish culture up to the Holocaust. On-Line Study, 1-2:15
pm, Tuesday and Thursday, Jan. 10-April 12, 2022.

Contemporary Israel – JUD 2340 - A study of the history and development
of modern Israel. Topics discussed include the economic, social, cultural and reli-
gious structures of the contemporary Jewish state. Discussion will also include
Israeli minorities, such as Moslems and Christians. On-Line Study, 1-2:15 pm,
Tuesday and Thursday, Sep 08-Dec. 10, 2021.

Hebrew 1 - HEB 1250 (Introduction to Hebrew). For students with a mini-
mal experience with the language yet with a basic ability to read it. Following
current methods in the teaching of a second/ foreign language, the listening-com-
prehension, speaking, reading and writing skills are developed. Organized con-
versation is part of the course. Intended for students with a strictly elementary
standing. On-Line Study, 10:00-11:15 am, Tuesday and Thursday, Sep 08, 2021-
April 12, 2022

If you can contribute to the teaching costs for Yiddish and Judaic stud-
ies at the University of Manitoba, please enter one of these links:

Judaic Studies Endowment Fund created by MaryAnn Kanee: 
https://give.umanitoba.ca/jsendowment
Yiddish Language and Culture Endowment Fund: https://give.umanito-

ba.ca/donationform?fid=LtDG4rV04bo%3d&fdesc=sIq3hLzCYVBHy7Eh
LBmAUecASAQBgt63xzuMN%2bon9aNBaQrvYy5CvTYeaIYrxvY8

To create your own fund, please contact: 
Brooke Karlaftis Brooke.Karlaftis@umanitoba.ca

Readers of Itay Zutra’s Yiddish column will know that Itay teaches
Yiddish at the University of Manitoba. His courses have become popular. 

Eleven students, alumni of the University of Manitoba, audited the Zoom
two-semester Introduction to Yiddish course beginning in September 2020.
The university allows alumni to audit a university course for free. The stu-
dents varied vastly in age, conversational Yiddish knowledge, location
(Winnipeg, California, British Columbia, England), and they had a great
time speaking, studying, and understanding, the great Yiddish language.

Of course, the Department of Judaic Studies, which sponsors these
Yiddish classes, hopes that these alumni will donate to the department to
increase the study of Yiddish and Judaic Studies in general.

These11 students enjoyed the Introduction course so much that they are
trying to organize a summer session with Itay that would be independent of
theuniversity. This course will continue with Yiddish grammar and conver-
sation. 

It will prepare them for Itay’s next planned university course in Yiddish
literature beginning September 2021, which will also be taught by Zoom.
To be able to read  Yiddish literature in its original language is truly a
mekhaye, a great joy. There are nuances that simply cannot be translated.

The summer session will be open to anyone who has any connection
with, and interest in, Yiddish. The cost will be in the neighbourhood of
$500.00 for a weekly three-hour evening Zoom session in July and August. 

The cost will vary, however, depending on the number of students who
sign up — the more students, the less it will cost. Some scholarships/sub-
sidies are available from the Group for Yiddish, a recipient of income from
the I.L. Peretz School Foundation Trust.

Since it is a continuation of the introductory course, a knowledge of the
Yiddish alphabet would be important. The textbook we use can be
reviewed in anticipation of taking this summer course, so interested stu-
dents can, and are invited to, join us.

Because it is a Zoom session, we can be joined by anyone no matter
where they live, so readers of this article are asked to tell their friends and
relatives in other parts of the world about this summer session.

For further information on the summer session, on what scholarships or
subsidies might be available, and on how to make donations to the
Department of Judaic Studies, please contact Lawrie Cherniack at
cherns@mts.net.

Interested in studying Yiddish this summer?

Netanyahu: ‘If a government is formed,
God forbid, we will topple it very quickly’
Israel’s emerging coalition is the “biggest election deceit in Israeli
history,” says Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

By YEHUDA SHLEZINGER
(June 6, 2021 /

Israel Hayom)
Israeli Prime
M i n i s t e r
B e n j a m i n
Netanyahu on
Sunday called on
Knesset lawmak-
ers from all par-
ties to “vote their
conscience” if the
so-called change
coalition presents
a new govern-
ment to the
Knesset this week.

Netanyahu, who spoke at the Likud faction meeting at the Knesset,
said that the right-wing parties Yamina and New Hope were essen-
tially disenfranchising voters by partnering with the opposition par-
ties on the Left in an effort to end his term through what they have
called a unity government.

“We are witnessing an election deceit the likes of which has never
happened,” he warned. “People feel—justifiably so—that they have
been conned,” he said, referring to Yamina leader Naftali Bennett
agreeing to a rotating premiership with left-wing Yair Lapid, leader
of Yesh Atid, as part of the prospective government that was declared
last week and could be sworn in within days.

“When we talk about a dangerous left-wing government, we are
speaking about a government that would forfeit the Negev and won’t
be able to resist an American demand for a settlement moratorium,”
warned Netanyahu. He added that the Diplomatic-Security Cabinet
in the new government would rely on “terror sympathizers and
would not be able to fight in Gaza or defend Israel in the
International Criminal Court.”

He then called on potential renegades within Yamina and other par-
ties to stay true to their values. “It is still not too late,” he said.

Netanyahu said that the steps taken by some social-media net-
works to ban posts and freeze accounts of various right-wing
activists that had been lashing out against the emerging coalition
were an attempt to muzzle free speech.

We condemn any form of incitement and violence,” said
Netanyahu. “Incitement is a call for violence. That is the difference
between criticism and incitement. There were some people who have
called for my assassination, as well as my wife’s, but no one spoke
out against this in public. Incitement to violence should always be
off-limits,” he continued, vowing that “no one will silence us,
because when a massive constituency feels that it has been conned it
has a right and duty to protest using any democratic means at its dis-
posal.”

Even if the Likud loses power because of the Lapid-Bennett deal,
he concluded, the fight will continue.

“If, God forbid, the government is formed, we will make sure to
topple it very quickly,” he said.

(For more on Naftali Bennett, turn to page 16.)

Naftali Bennett/Benjamin Netanyahu
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Her group, ‘Nancy’s
Nightingales’, has raised well
over $100,000.

“Finally, she’s always been there for our children and our
five grandchildren.

“I’ve had the honour to serve our synagogue, Jewish and
radiology communities over the years. It’s been a real thrill
to serve as president of many of the local and national orga-
nizations, and to have been honoured by Governor General
Michaelle Jean as an Officer of the Order of Canada (in
2007).

“I served as Shaarey Zedek President 30 years after my late
father, Reuven. It was a real honour and an opportunity I
cherished.

“Israel is the gold standard in technology and innovation
and has been an example to the rest of the world in handling
the Covid crisis and vaccinating the population in the most efficient man-
ner.

“Being the JNF honouree for the past two years has been a real treat for
Harriet and me.”

The MC for the evening was Rabbi
Matthew Leibl, who was gracious in
speaking about Ted and, as is always the
case when Rabbi Leibl hosts an event of
this sort, occasionally quite funny. 

He began by explaining how he first met
Ted Lyon: “I first met Ted at my bar mitz-
vah – just a few years ago, on the bimah of
the Shaarey Zedek. Ted was there in his
capacity as a member of the board and the
executive, and he was tasked with present-
ing me gifts. There I was, sweating in the
first suit I ever wore.

“I remember standing there looking up at
this tall, dark goateed figure who had both
a calm and booming voice, telling me what
a remarkable job I had done – one of the

best  he had seen, how I was an asset to the community and how I had a
bright  future.

“It seemed like it was a big morning – for him and for me. Years later we
were sitting together on that bimah; I had started my work as a Torah read-
er and a bar mitzvah teacher, and Ted was again there in his capacity as a
past president probably – and I said to him: ‘Ted, we were here together not
that  long ago for my bar mitzvah and you said such amazing, inspirational
things. Do you remember that?’

“And he looked at me with that same calm, yet booming voice and said:
‘Matt, I did a lot of those.’ (Now, if you needed to be reminded that Ted
Lyons has met an awful lot of different people during his life, Rabbi Leibl
added one more amusing anecdote. He said that whenever he would meet
Ted at the synagogue, Ted would greet him as “Matityahu”. Rabbi Leibl
explained, however, that his Hebrew name is actually “Mordecai”, but
every time they would run into each other, Ted would still greet him as
“Matityahu”.)

Following Rabbi Leibl’s remarks were
some from Michael Nozick, who’s been a
lifelong friend of Ted Lyons, also a co-
sponsor of the evening. Nozick said: “I’ve
known Teddy for more than 70 years.
We’ve always been besties. We grew up
together. We went to grade school togeth-
er. We were classmates.

“To me he’s always been Teddy – and
he’ll never be Ted.

“Teddy will tell you that we ‘served
time’ together in Cheder – and it’s true
because we went to Hebrew night school
together when we were 10 and 11. One
day, on our way to night school, we got off
the bus and we were confronted by two big
guys – probably teenagers, brandishing
big knives, and they demanded we turn
over all our bus tickets and our money.

“Two of us took off like jackrabbits
across the Crescent to the Shaarey Zedek –

where night school was – and Teddy stayed. When he got back to us at class
time, I asked him why he stayed and he said, ‘Well, robbery’s wrong and I
wanted to explain to them that what they were doing was wrong, and I
thought I could talk them out of it’.

“In the end Teddy gave them all his bus tickets and all his money – but it
was the precursor of Teddy’s resolution –oriented leadership. Even then he
was looking to make peace.

“Teddy’s curiosity is insatiable. Gadgets have always fascinated him.
But, he’s not to be tinkered with. His dog once bit him – and he bit the dog
back.

“With the computers
and technology though,
it was a new world for
Teddy and it ultimately
led him to the field of
ultrasound, where he is
a world leader.

“He’s a people person
and a people lover, with
incredible interpersonal
skills which, together
with his peaceful, quiet
nature and curiosity
about new frontiers
make him a natural
leader.

“He inherits his calm demeanour and comfort with leadership from his
father (Reuven) – himself a doctor and a true mensch.

“Teddy’s contributions to the world are so great – and have been achieved
with such humility, he will never be able to be truly measured. 

“Teddy has not only led major organizations – in both our Jewish com-
munity and the general community, but has co-authored books and has
written an almost uncountable number of articles, and even given many
lectures at conferences all over the world. I have no idea where he finds the
time.

“Teddy and Harriet have a profound love for Israel. They have led mis-
sions and returned often. Teddy has said to me: ‘This year’s Bervin Canada
House project is special’.”

This year also saw a special
presentation made to
Winnipegger Patrick Elazar,
who has been one of those
unsung volunteers who has
given so much of himself to so
many different Jewish organi-
zations since having arrived in
Winnipeg in 1988 with his
wife, Sherry Elazar Wolfe,
and his family.

JNF Manitoba Saskatch-
ewan President Nola Lazar
said:  “The Bernard M.
Bloomfield Award is present-

ed annually to a deserving volunteer for JNF. This year’s award is being
given to Patrick Elazar. Patrick served in the IDF and helped establish
Kibbutz Elazar. He has degrees in Middle East Economics and Agricultural
Studies. Together with his family Patrick came to Winnipeg in 1988.

“Patrick is passionate about Israel. He volunteers regularly at Shalom
Square, Limmud Winnipeg, and JNF Winnipeg.”

Longtime Winnipeg philanthropist and community leader Marjorie
Blankstein added a personal memory of a young Teddy Lyons, saying:
“You will always be Teddy to me. I remember you as the swimming
instructor at a Gimli summer camp – always in your swim suit. You have
made an invaluable contribution to your profession, also to the communi-
ty.”

Manitoba Governor General Janice Filmon also spoke fondly of “Teddy”
Lyons whom, she noted, she’s known since “grade school”:  “Tonight’s
honouree, Dr. Ted Lyons, has dedicated his career to the lives of others. As
a pioneer in the field of ultrasound technology – through his own work or
through the work of others he has taught, he has saved countless lives.”

As I noted in my earlier article about Ted Lyons, his being honoured as
the Negev Gala Honouree for 2020-21 marks the first time that a physician
has received that accolade. With all the other honours Ted has received
over the years, however, he remains ever so humble and personable. It was
two years in the making, but in the end, this year’s Negev Gala will go
down as having had to overcome more obstacles than anyone could ever
have imagined, yet proved to be one of the most successful ever.

Gala
(Continued from page 1.)

JNF Manitoba-Saskatchewan
Executive Director David Greaves
with Ted Lyons (Keith Levit photo)

JNF Manitoba-Saskatchewan 
President Nola Lazar with Ted Lyons

(Keith Levit photo)

Gala MC
Rabbi Matthew Leibl

(Keith Levit photo)

Michael Nozick, lifelong
friend of Ted Lyons. Nozick
related that Ted’s “dog
once bit him – and he bit
the dog back.” (We checked
with Ted to see whether this
was something that recently
happened, but he claims
that he was 10 years old at
the time.)            (screenshot)

Ted, who was born in 1943, along with a
group of lifelong friends, all of whom were
also born in 1943. l-r: Ted, Michael Nozick,
Elliot Rodin, Gerry Posner, Roger Lyons
(Ted’s cousin), & Arnold Popeski    (screenshot)

Patrick Elazar, recipient of this year’s
Bernard M. Bloofield Award for volun-
teer service to the JNF, along with his
wife Sherry Elazar Wolfe (screenshot)



By GABE FRIEDMAN
June 1, 2021 (JTA) — As soon as next week, Benjamin Netanyahu may

no longer be prime minister of Israel. 
So who will be the next person to lead the Jewish state? The answer may

be Naftali Bennett, a former Netanyahu ally who supports many of his
right-wing policies and is a longtime, staunch advocate for Israel’s West
Bank settlements. Like Netanyahu, he opposes Palestinian statehood, and
at times he has been to Netanyahu’s right.

Bennett, 49, would break some boundaries. He would be Israel’s first
Orthodox Jewish prime minister and the country’s first leader born of
American parents. He would also be the first prime minister to have
become rich in the tech sector. 

Bennett is slated to become prime minister under an emerging, fragile
coalition deal that has seen Israeli parties team up across the political spec-
trum with the sole aim of ousting Netanyahu, who has been prime minister
for 12 years. Under his deal with centrist Yair Lapid, Bennett would serve
as PM for two-plus years, then Lapid would rotate into the role. He would
also become prime minister as the head of an historically small party. In
Israel’s most recent election, Bennett’s party won only seven of the Israeli
parliament’s 120 seats, and one of his lawmakers appears to have defected. 

Of course, the whole thing could fall apart: The parties, which span from
left to right, Jewish to Arab, have no shared vision for the 73-year-old
nation. If the coalition deal isn’t sealed by a deadline of midnight on
Wednesday, Israel’s deeply divided politicians will return to the drawing
board. 

Here’s what you need to know about the likely next prime minister, from
his past in the United States to his vision for West Bank annexation in the
future, before he (potentially) takes office next week. 

American-Israeli background
Bennett was born in Haifa to American immigrants from San Francisco,

and lived in the United States and Canada for a time as a child before the
family returned permanently to Israel. Like Netanyahu, he speaks fluent
English with barely any accent.

Bennett recalls that he became Orthodox as a child, after attending a
Chabad preschool while his family lived for a time in Montreal. As an

adult, he is Modern Orthodox and wears a kippah — if he becomes prime
minister, he would be the first to do so regularly. He lives in Raanana, a
suburb of Tel Aviv. 

After serving in the Israel Defense Forces, Bennett earned a law degree
and entered the tech industry, moving to New York City. He co-founded a
successful fraud detection software company, Cyota, and sold it in 2005 for
$145 million.

Back in Israel, after leaving the tech world, Bennett got involved in right-
wing politics. He quickly rose to become Netanyahu’s chief of staff, a posi-
tion he held from 2006-2008, when Netanyahu was the leader of the oppo-
sition in Israel’s parliament, the Knesset. He left the role — reportedly in a
spat with Netanyahu — and became the director of the Yesha Council, the
umbrella organization representing Israeli settlements. 

In 2012, he won the primaries of Jewish Home, a right-wing, religious
Zionist party. In Knesset elections the following year, Jewish Home
quadrupled the size of its delegation, winning 12 seats in the 120-seat
Knesset, and Bennett became Israel’s economy minister in a government
led by Netanyahu. 

Since then, Bennett has served in various cabinet positions under
Netanyahu alongside his longtime political partner, Ayelet Shaked — as
Diaspora affairs minister, education minister and defense minister. He later
split from Jewish Home and now heads a right-wing party called Yamina,
which holds seven Knesset seats. 

Last year, after an uneasy alliance with Netanyahu, Bennett broke with
the prime minister and this week announced that he would ally with Lapid.

Palestinian statehood and West Bank annexation
Bennett is an unabashedly hawkish religious Zionist who has long

opposed Palestinian statehood, citing what he deems Israel’s security con-
cerns. Early in his political career, he vowed to do “everything in my
power” to make sure Palestinians can’t establish an independent state. 

If he had his way, Bennett would also immediately annex much of the
West Bank to Israel. Netanyahu also flirted with West Bank annexation, but
demurred from the idea due to opposition from a wary Trump administra-
tion. 

Because his potential coalition includes left-wing parties, Bennett won’t
be able to annex any of the West Bank under the incoming government. 

Economics
On the economic front, Bennett advocates for free-market reforms, par-

ticularly in Israel’s expensive housing market: He is against regulation,
taxes and other restrictions on business. He is a proponent of widening
Israel’s network of trade partners around the world, including in emerging
markets and in smaller countries with newer relationships with Israel.

Controversial comments
The outspoken politician has been criticized for his inflammatory

rhetoric about Arabs and Palestinians. In 2013, Bennett called for killing
Arab terrorists who have killed Jews, instead of imprisoning them.

“I have killed lots of Arabs in my life – and there is no problem with
that,” he said at the time.

He has also said there is no perfect “solution” to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, and compared it to an ongoing irritation, like “shrapnel in the but-
tocks.”

He has urged Netanyahu to attack Hamas more aggressively in Gaza as
well. In 2019, he said Netanyahu had “failed against Hamas in Gaza” for a
decade and criticized Israel’s policy of “containment.”

Recently, though, he said addressing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
should be a lower priority than addressing the pandemic recovery. 

“In the next years we need to put aside politics and issues like annexation
or a Palestinian state, and focus on gaining control over the coronavirus
pandemic, healing the economy and mending internal rifts,” he said in
November.

Other policy
As an observant Orthodox Jew, Bennett is against same-sex marriage.

However, he is slightly more liberal on the issue than some of his Orthodox
peers in politics, saying that he would allow for tax breaks for same-sex
couples.

As education minister, Bennett was criticized for attempting to insert reli-
gious content into Israel’s secular public school curriculum. 

Bennett also voted for a controversial law that defined Israel as the
nation-state of the Jewish people, which critics called damaging to Israel’s
multiethnic democracy. Following the law’s passage, however, Bennett
acknowledged that the law hurt non-Jewish Israelis who serve in the Israeli
military, such as Druze Israelis. 

“It has become clear that the manner in which the Nation-State Law was
enacted is very damaging – especially to them and to anyone who has tied
his fate to the Jewish state,” Bennett said in 2018 after meeting with Israeli
Druze leaders. “This, of course, was not the intention of the Israeli gov-
ernment. These are our brothers who stand shoulder to shoulder with us on
the battlefield and made a covenant with us – a covenant of life.”
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Who is Naftali Bennett, Israel’s likely next prime minister? 


