
Winnipeg’s two largest congregations, Shaarey Zedek, and Etz Chayim, have
announced that they are taking similar approaches to reopening, even though the
Province of Manitoba has announced that it is removing all Covid restrictions as
of March 15.

Following are excerpts from announcements issued by the two congregations: 

Shaarey Zedek
Effective Wednesday, March 16, Shaarey Zedek will reopen for in-person

Social-Cultural Programs, Adult Education, Life Cycle Events, Private Functions,
and Services with some limitations and exceptions:

• Immunization Card and Government-Issued Photo ID must be presented
by adults entering the building. We will accept parental confirmation of immu-
nization for teens and children that do not have Immunization Cards since these
are not widely available for younger demographic.

• Masks must be worn, even when seated, until further notice.

• Room capacity limits are in affect to ensure appropriate physical distanc-
ing for those who wish to do so.

• Morning Kiddush Breakfast and Shabbat Morning Kiddush Luncheon will
not be offered until Manitoba COVID-19 test positivity rate drops below 10%
consistently, with the exception that kiddush for simchas and meals of consolation
will continue to be offered.

• Shabbat Morning In-Person Services will be launched to the general pub-
lic on April 2. Saturday morning services in March are pre-booked for B’nai
Mitzvahs and their guests which take up seating capacity (Max 180).

Upcoming opportunities to join us in-person beginning Wednesday, March 16
include:

• Daily Minyan – In-person services in the Chapel twice daily with our cler-
gy team. Check-in will begin 15-minutes before the service and will end 15-min-
utes after the service has started. Registration is NOT required to attend. Capacity
limit of 20 people. (Check the website for service times.)

• Kabbalat Shabbat Service – each Friday at 5:30 PM with Rabbi Anibal
Mass, and the first Friday of each Month with Leslie Emery on Guitar. Check-in
begins at 5:15 PM and ends at 5:45 PM. Registration is NOT required to attend.
Capacity limit of 20 people.

Etz Chayim
• Shabbat Morning Services
• Beginning March 19, 2022 we are pleased to announce that we will be
returning to in-person Shabbat morning services.  Capacity will be limited to 100
people – by registration only - with full vaccination required for all those eligible
to be vaccinated (age 5 and older). ON-LINE Shabbat morning services will be
available for those who are not comfortable to attend in person just yet.  Visit our
SERVICES page on our website for livestreaming information.

• Daily Minyan
• Daily services for morning and evening will remain online at this time.
Upon resumption of in-person daily services there will be a 15 person maximum.

• Kiddush
• Once the test positivity rate in Manitoba reaches 10% or less we will begin
to allow for public in-person Kiddush on Shabbat and possibly breakfast once
daily minyanim resume.

• B’nai Mitzvah
• Due to capacity limits, B'nai Mitzvah will include invited guests only.  We
will permit 100 guests in the sanctuary and up to 20 more in our small chapel to
allow us to maintain social distancing between households.  Kiddush will be per-
mitted with a served buffet with a limit to the number of guests seated at each
table.  Food is to be consumed at tables only and guests are required to wear masks
when not eating.

• Funerals
• In-person funerals will be permitted to a maximum of 50 people with proof
of vaccination and masks to be worn. The lesser limit is due to the nature of this
type of lifecycle event along with the challenge of requiring pre-registration.

• Programming
• We will be permitting 100 people for in-person programming in the syna-
gogue auditorium.  Pre-registration will be required and social distancing will be
maintained in coordination with any
event.   On-line Beit Chayim program-
ming will continue as scheduled. 

A speech by Irwin Cotler to the
University of Toronto’s Temerty
Faculty of Medicine on Holocaust
Remembrance Day has spurred
angry recriminations and two open
letters to the acting dean of the med-
ical school.

Cotler, Canada’s Special Envoy on
Preserving Holocaust Remembrance
and Combatting Antisemitism, was
invited by the medical school’s
Office of Diversity and Inclusion to
discuss “Contemporary Anti-semi-
tism” on Jan.26.

A letter to Acting Dean Patricia Houston, signed by 45 faculty
members, charged that the event “reinforced anti-Palestinian racism
in a way that is consistent with a broader pattern of silencing and
erasure of Palestinian

By BERNIE
BELLAN

The Jewish
Federation has been accepting dona-
tions on behalf of Ukrainian Jews. We
contacted Rebecca Brask, Chief
Development Officer for the Federation
to obtain an update on how much has
been raised thus far.

Here is what Rebecca wrote back on
Friday, March 11:

“Our community has raised an incred-
ible $128,864 from 345 donors.   Our
partners, the Jewish Agency for Israel
(JAFI) and the Joint Distribution
Committee (JDC) are doing critical,
complementary, and coordinated work
which leverages funds raised through
our Combined Jewish Appeal (CJA) Campaign and our Ukraine
Emergency Relief Fund to help the estimated 200,000 Jewish peo-
ple of Ukraine. All  of the Canadian funds raised are being sent
directly to these two agencies through the Jewish Federations of
Canada.   

“The JDC is the leading global Jewish humanitarian organization,
working in 70 countries to lift lives and strengthen communities.
JDC is the lifeline for vulnerable Jewish elderly and children across
Ukraine. Their priority is to provide safety and continued humani-
tarian assistance for Jews in need throughout this crisis. JDC is
reporting spiking humanitarian needs among the nearly 40,000 low-
income Jews it supports in 1,000 locations around Ukraine. JDC is
delivering critical assistance - getting food and medicine to those in
need, activating a local volunteer corps, and leveraging its network
of Hesed social service centers to address emerging needs as events
unfold. 

“JAFI’s emergency response team is focusing on securing safe
facilities for displaced Jews; sustaining displaced Jews with basic
necessities (food, medicine); providing financial assistance; staffing
emergency hotlines; supporting Jewish community organizations;
creating an SOS fund for extraordinary individual needs and prepa-
rations.

“Ukraine Under Fire: Six processing stations on the Ukrainian
border with Poland, Moldova, Romania, and Hungary, are already
up and running to support the Ukrainian Jews who wish to make
aliyah (immigrate) to Israel. This past Sunday, the first flights of
Ukrainian refugees were welcomed at Ben Gurion airport, in Israel
and on Thursday night 257 olim (Jewish immigrants) arrived in
Israel on flights departing from Poland and Romania.  

“To donate please visit: https://www.jewishwinnipeg.org/ukrain-
ian-emergency-relief-fund .To donate with payment methods other
than credit card, please call 204.477.7428. If you wish to pay by
cheque, please make all cheques payable to the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg. Memo: Ukraine Emergency Relief Fund.”
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Winnipeg Jewish com-
munity rises to occasion

for Ukrainian Jews

Synagogues taking staged 
approach to reopening

Speech by Irwin Cotler leads to angry
response from 45 faculty members at

University of Toronto... and counter response
from another 316 faculty members

(Continued on page 2. See “Cotler”.)
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Canadian news

Anti-Semitic incidents on the rise in Toronto
Introduction: We have been following, with dismay, the steady reporting

on anti-Semitic incidents in Toronto as reported in the CJN newsletter
(which is the latest incarnation of what used to be Canada’s flagship
Jewish newspaper). A little while ago we were contacted by a Toronto free-
lance writer by the name of Ori Belmont, who asked us whether he might
be able to begin contributing articles to this paper.

I asked Ori to write something about the shocking rise in incidents of
anti-Semitism in Toronto within the past couple of years – that seem to
have risen with the advent of Covid. 

Here is what Ori sent us:

The city of Toronto has long suffered through a shameful and sordid his-
tory of both violent and subtle forms of anti-Semitic activity.  From inci-
dents such as the barbaric Christie Pits riots which occurred during the
depths of the Great Depression and Hitler’s rise to power, to the despica-
ble diatribes and revisionist views and works of Ernst Zundel, the shine on
the seemingly opulent city by the lake has long ago grown dull.  

The recent spate of anti-Semitic attacks in Toronto has once again
emboldened those who wish to isolate the city’s Jewish population.
However, the response by the city’s Jewish community – compelled by,
and fuelled with anger and the desire to educate the perpetrators of such
heinous acts with information of an evidentiary basis – has galvanized us.

Jews in Toronto, according to the 2018 Annual Hate Crime Statistical
Report commissioned by Toronto Police Services, continued to be victim-
ized at a level that exceeded hate crimes which targeted other groups. 

The report noted that of the all hate-motivated crimes in the city during
2018, 36% of them directly targeted the Jewish community.  There were 50
such examples during the year.

On Wednesday, March 2, anti-Semitic graffiti that appears to be from the
same perpetrator was discovered at three Toronto schools - Central
Technical School, Rosedale Heights School of the Arts and Malvern
Collegiate Institute.

The recent spate of anti-Semitism in Toronto has surged over the past few
months.  On February 8, a misguided group of students at Charles H. Best
Middle School used construction paper to draw a swastika, apparently
unable to grasp the gravity of the message that it conveys.  Prior to this,
students at the same school cornered a Jewish student and performed the
Nazi salute.  The Toronto District School Board (TDSB) no longer places
an emphasis on teaching the significance of hate crimes on a mass scale as
a part of its curriculum.  These sordid and despicable acts are the result.

The TDSB is aware of a third anti-Semitic incident in February which
involved a Jewish teacher.  On February 17, a teacher at Valley Park
Middle School in North York was surrounded by students who allegedly
gave her the Nazi salute.  She is a child of parents who survived the
Holocaust.

In yet another act of anti-Semitism which occurred during the month of
February, Pleasant Public School - located in the Bathurst and Steeles area,
a pocket with a high concentration of Jewish residents - two students
appeared to give a Nazi salute to a teacher.  A letter was subsequently sent
home with the school’s students that described this episode of hatred.  

The school’s principal, Brian Fong, has said that the students in Grade 6
will take part in a session with an educator who speaks about anti-Semitism
and the importance of heeding the lessons learned from the Holocaust.

“In terms of immediate action, we are in the process of arranging a pro-
gram with Michelle Glied- Goldstein, a well-known and respected educa-
tor from "Carrying Holocaust Testimony" for all our Grade Six students."

The ascending wave in anti-Semitic incidents at Toronto schools began
in 2017.  At Upper Canada College (UCC), two parallel investigations -
internal, and involving the police - were launched  from an incident that
occurred on April 26, 2017. A student in Grade 7 observed that his locker
was covered with anti-Semitic symbols.  This is a systemic issue that must
be addressed by adjusting the curriculum to ensure that children and
teenagers fully comprehend the magnitude and implications anti-Semitism
specifically, and of hate in general.  B’nai Brith Canada, The Friends of
Simon Wiesenthal Centre for Holocaust Studies, and other prominent
Jewish groups have made it abundantly clear that commonly used myths
and tropes play a significant part in understanding why these acts take
place.

It is not only public schools in Toronto that have seen an increase in anti-
Semitism. For example, Eitz Chaim Hebrew Day School experienced at
least three incidents in the spring of 2017.  In addition to the usual array of
vandalism with Nazi imagery adorning the property, astonishingly, a group
of students threw stones at children who were doing nothing more than
what we expect them to do at recess - enjoying themselves in the play-
ground.  

Ori Belmont is a freelance writer based in Toronto, Canada

Dear Acting Dean Houston, 
We write to submit an open letter signed by over 300 Jewish University

of Toronto faculty members. This is in response to a letter given to the
Temerty Faculty of Medicine (TFOM) by 45 other faculty members who
accuse Jewish community leader and internationally renowned human
rights scholar Professor Irwin Cotler of contributing to anti-Palestinian
racism. 

On this past January 26th Mr. Cotler gave a talk sponsored by the TFOM
as part of marking Holocaust Remembrance Day. The signatories of the
other faculty members’ letter relied on antisemitic stereotypes and false
statements to attack Professor Cotler and his presentation. Their attack was
not only on Professor Cotler. It was an attack on Jewish faculty members
and the Jewish community. 

The open letter we submit has nothing to do with Middle East politics.
Indeed, the signatories to the open letter have diverse views on the conflict
between Israelis and Palestinians. The signatories are united in their con-
demnation of the antisemitism which characterizes the letter sent to you
from the 45 faculty members. 

The preponderance of signatories in the open letter from Jewish faculty
members is naturally from the TFOM because the TFOM sponsored the
event. It reveals the apprehension TFOM Jewish faculty members hold due
to the escalating antisemitism, now overtly expressed by TFOM members
and experienced by Jewish students and faculty. 

Thank you for receiving and considering our open letter. 

OPEN LETTER ON ANTISEMITISM TO THE DEAN OF THE
TEMERTY FACULTY OF MEDICINE

Each of us who has signed this document is a Jewish Faculty member at
the University of Toronto. We wish to draw attention to the falsehoods,
twisted logic and antisemitic rhetoric that are contained in the letter sent by
other Faculty members to the Temerty Faculty of Medicine in which they
condemn Irwin Cotler’s presentation on “Contemporary Antisemitism”
that was held this past January 26.

Most prominent among the falsehoods are that the event “undermined the
important work of the University’s own Anti-Semitism Working Group
(ASWG),” whose recommendations prohibited the adoption of any defini-
tion of antisemitism. The other Faculty members are being untruthful. The
University which accepted the ASWG report has not banned or prohibited
the use, teaching, or discussion of the IHRA working definition.

The other Faculty members’ letter is also full of warped polemics. The
most obvious are:

• They denounce Mr. Cotler for using in his analysis the IHRA working
definition (which has been adopted by Canada and dozens of countries and
which we support as individuals). Mr. Cotler’s talk fell exactly within uni-
versity policy. Their denunciation is based on a fabrication.

• They portray Mr. Cotler’s defence of Jews as anti-Palestinian racism,
thereby perpetuating an antisemitic tradition of accusing Jews who defend
themselves as erasing the voices and suppressing the lives of others.

• They represent this Holocaust Remembrance event as “reinforc(ing)
anti-Palestinian racism”, thereby trivializing and demeaning the torment
and industrialized murder of Jews in the Holocaust.

These Faculty members do not end there. They rely on noteworthy anti-
semitic imagery and employ well-worn anti-Jewish contrivances. The most
prominent are:

• Their reference to “special interest groups” perpetuates the classic
depiction of Jews as dominating and controlling.

• The non-Jewish signatories to the letter utilize the moral cover of a
number of Jewish signatories to tell Jews what is antisemitic and what is
not, thereby stripping Jews of their last line of existential defence.

• They dismiss the grotesque antisemitism at a UN and NGO conference
on racism where delegates witnessed the distribution of the “Protocols of
the Elders of Zion” and placards proclaiming, “If only Hitler had won”.

Taken in its entirety, their letter is an example of the very antisemitism
that Mr. Cotler dismantled in his presentation. Naturally the other Faculty
members don’t like being exposed. That is why they have attacked Mr.
Cotler. Sadly, Jews have had to live with this kind of hostility for centuries.

Signed by 316 faculty members of the University of Toronto

voices.”
The event also undermined the univer-

sity’s Anti-Semitism Working Group,
which recently released a report recommending, among other things, that
UofT not adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s
working definition of antisemitism, the letter stated. All of the report’s rec-
ommendations were accepted by the university.

Students and faculty who speak up in support of “Palestinian life and lib-
eration” face harassment and “calls into the office” to discuss their person-
al social media presence, the letter writers state and they ask the medical
school to confront the rise of anti-Palestinian racism on campus.

In response to that letter over 300 other U of T faculty members signed
a letter condemning the criticism leveled at Cotler. Following is that letter:

Cotler
(Continued from page 1.)
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2022

June 21, 2022

Honouring 
Community Members

Carol & Neil Duboff

Featuring
Keynote Speaker

Emmitt Smith

For tickets and sponsorship options, visit www.radyjcc.com 
For more information, contact Zac Minuk: 204.480.6562 | zminuk@radyjcc.com

Purchase Your
Tickets Today!

www.radyjcc.com
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At the time of writing we are now in the third
week of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

As we all recoil from the images and the utter
tragedy that has befallen the Ukrainian people it
is time to take stock though of the conflicting
currents that are running through this tragic situ-
ation for us as Jews.

While we can all feel immense pride in the fact
that Ukraine is being led by, of all people, a

Jewish actor, at the same time it is hard to forget the long history of anti-
Semitism that has pervaded Ukraine. Our story on page 7 of this issue
examines that history – and offers a strong sense of hope that, at last, Jews
are now accepted as full citizens of Ukraine. For those of us who have
ancestors from Ukraine that very thought would have been almost incon-
ceivable just a few years ago. The influence that Western liberalism has had
on Ukraine is undeniable. Yet, the fact that Ukrainians are demonstrating a
heroic sense of nationalism might have been unsettling if it were not for the
fact that the man who personifies that nationalist spirit to the utmost,
Vlodymyr Zelensky, is a Jew. For a country that was notorious for its
pogroms and pervasive anti-Semitism from which so many of our ances-
tors fled not that long ago – well, the turnaround is truly remarkable.

At the same time that we can all feel the greatest amount of sympathy for
Ukrainians of all stripes – except for the Russophiles among them, I won-
der how many other Jews are harbouring feelings of embarrassment over
the fact that so many Russian oligarchs are Jews. 

In a very lengthy piece taken from Haaretz, written by Shuki Sadeh (and
which begins on page 20 of this issue), one learns a great many details
about these Jewish oligarchs: who they are, how they amassed their for-
tunes, the extent to which they are tied to Putin, and – what might be the
most significant point – how many have now fled to Israel.

A few years back I had the opportunity to read a book titled “The Rise of
the Oligarchs”. That book focused on two oligarchs in particular: Boris
Berezovsky (sometimes spelled Berezhovsky) and Roman Abramovich. 

Their stories, as it was with so many of the other oligarchs, were quite
remarkable. Berezovsky was a brilliant mathematician who saw the oppor-
tunities awaiting him with the collapse of the Soviet Union. In time he
befriended Abramovich, who did not have the academic pedigree that
Berezovsky had, but who had a clear idea how to seize opportunities and
form alliances, including with Vladomir Putin.

Again, the notion that a certain number of Jews were able to take advan-
tage of the collapse of the Soviet Union is one of the great ironies of histo-
ry, given how much Jews were oppressed within the Soviet Union.

But, as one can learn from reading Shuki Sadeh’s brilliant analysis of the
deep ties that many Jewish oligarchs have formed with Israeli businessmen
and politicians, the fact that Israel has become a refuge for so many men
who are on the top of Western lists of individuals who are now sanctioned
should be a source of great embarrassment for many Israelis – and Jews
around the world.

The notion that Israel, of all places, is becoming home to many of the
same individuals who are accused of being complicit in having enabled
Putin to turn into the most ruthless and savage autocrat alive today, is like-

ly to create huge problems
for Israel as one Western
nation after another seeks to
confiscate the wealth
amassed by the oligarchs.

When I read that the
trustees of Yad Vashem lob-
bied to have Roman
Abramovich removed from
the list of sanctioned oli-
garchs because he has donat-
ed so much money to Yad
Vashem, I was embarrassed.  

The idea that so many
Jewish oligarchs have been
strong supporters of Jewish
charities and institutions is
nothing to be proud of. Their
wealth was essentially
achieved on the backs of the
Russian people following the
collapse of the Soviet Union
when resources were pil-
laged by vicious  individuals
who saw the opportunities
awaiting them and employed
often ruthless methods to
hive off the vast resources of
the former Soviet Union.

That so many of them have now forged strong ties with Israel – and have
used their power and money to solidify themselves within Israel reminds
me of nothing less than the late mobster Meyer Lansky’s attempt to find
refuge in Israel when he was facing criminal charges in the US for tax eva-
sion. Unluckily for Lansky, he ran up against a principled Israeli Supreme
Court Chief Justice in Abraham Burg who, along with the other members
of the court, ruled that Lansky could not be approved for Israeli citizenship
– though under the Law of Return, any Jew has the right to move to Israel. 

Speaking of the Law of Return, Israel also faces a quandary when it
comes to approving the entry of what may be as many as 125,000
Ukrainian refugees, of whom perhaps 100,000 might be Jews. (For more
on this you can read Myron Love’s analysis of what lies ahead for Israel in
welcoming Ukrainian refugees on page 9 of this issue.)

One can only guess at what problems await the so-called “Jewish”
refugees when it comes to proving their Jewishness. Considering that the
Orthodox rabbinate in Israel has a firm grip on deciding who is a Jew, the
likelihood is that most of the Ukrainian Jews are going to have a very hard
time providing sufficient proof that they really are Jewish. 

For the time being, they’ll be accepted into Israel, but because so many
Ukrainian Jews are intermarried, one wonders what is in store for them
down the road. It seems likely,  however, that the majority will be directed
to living on the West Bank, where they will be seen as a further counter-
weight to the Palestinian population. Given the situation from where
they’re coming, I doubt that very many of these terribly unfortunate
Ukrainians – Jewish or not, will chafe at the notion of living on the West
Bank.

And, just as the vast migration of Russian Jews to Israel in the 1990s
helped to solidify Israel’s position as a powerhouse in the Middle East, the
expected influx of Ukrainian refugees can only be expected to add to
Israel’s status as a technological and military power. 

When it comes to Ukrainian refugees furthermore, I asked Elaine
Goldstine CEO of our Jewish Federation, whether any steps have been
taken to try to help refugees come to Winnipeg. Elaine said that communi-
cations have taken place with the Federal Government, but it is far too early
to know what might come of the offer that the Jewish Federation has made
to help take in refugees.

Considering that many Russian Jews are also eager to get out of the poi-
sonous atmosphere that Putin has created for Russians, I would think it’s
just a matter of time before we see another large number of Russian Jews,
on top of Ukrainian Jews, also interested in coming to Winnipeg. I would
think that most Winnipeg Jews would be only too glad to do what they
could to help Ukrainians and Russians come here, Jewish or not.

The fact that our community had already raised $135,000 in aid of
Ukrainian Jews as of Friday, March 11, should be a point of immense pride
for all of us. In the days to come, as we continue to watch the horror of
Russian savagery continue unabated, I’m sure that the outpouring of sup-
port from Winnipeg Jews will continue apace.

Turning to a completely different subject - social media, we have two
articles in this issue related to that topic. The first is my own piece about
educator Avi Posen’s polished presentation during last Sunday’s Limmud
on how to engage young Jewss. I’m sure that if every Jewish educator were
as enthusiastic as Avi in how he comes across, and how well acquainted he
is with the most sophisticated forms of educational tools, we would be pro-
ducing students who are as knowledgeable as they are savvy at using social
media.

But, speaking of social media, there is an interesting development in
combatting antisemitism within social media, as the Anti Defamation
League has now developed an algorithm which the ADL says can track
antisemtism in social media. (See article on page 21 of this issue.)

I recently had the opportunity to speak to a group of Grade 9 and 10 stu-
dents at Gray Academy, when I was invited to talk about this newspaper
and its role in the community. While I was impressed with the enthusiasm
of the students, when I asked them whether any of them ever read articles
in any publication - online or not, and I was met with total silence, I have
to admit that I despair for the next generation.

Yes, I know that our Jewish Federation places great faith in Instagram -
and that most young people say it’s their favourite form of social media, but
I honestly doubt that anyone on Instagram is going to learn very much
about what’s going on in the world beyond seeing pictures and videos.

So, when Avi Posen said that one of the aspects of what he does is try and
encourage young people to read in-depth articles about a great many sub-
jects, and from different perspectives - well, that’s what we try to do with
this newspaper.

I don’t know how much success Avi has in what he’s trying to do, but
when I spoke to the Gray Academy students, I wasn’t surprised to learn that
reading in-depth articles about anything is not exactly something they’re
interested in doing.  

Yet. if you scan this issue, you’ll see that it is made up almost entirely of
serious and in-depth articles, mostly about what’s going on in Ukraine.
There are still serious readers in our community.

4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 16, 2022

The Jewish Post Ltd.
Publisher

Directors
Bernie Bellan
Myron Love

Reuben Potash

Publications 
Agreement

No. 40047412

Postage paid at 
Winnipeg

ISSN 0836-6063
Bernie Bellan

Editor

Office at 
979 Queenston Bay
Wpg. MB R3N 0Y3

Please send all mail 
to above address

Phone: 204-694-3332

E-mail: 
jewishp@mts.net

Published every second Wednesday. 

Subscriptions in Canada
one year $49.72 (Free Press delivery) 

$56.50 (Canada Post delivery)

Subscriptions outside Canada  $100.00 per year in
Cdn. funds  or $75.00 per year in U.S. funds  

Member of Jewish Telegraphic Agency, New York.
The Jewish Post & News is not responsible for the kashrut of
any products or establishments advertised or publicized in this
newspaper, or in inserts included in this newspaper. Opinions
expressed in letters to the editor, or articles by contributing writ-
ers are not necessarily endorsed by The Jewish Post & News.

Editorial/comment

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN



Wednesday, March 16, 2022, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

Letters

Angry at Jewish Heritage Centre for screening film
that included individuals critical of Israel

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada screened the film, Mah
Nishmah, MB on March 1/2022.  

Two of the people interviewed in the film had  overt anti-Israel agendas.
One interviewee,  Lasha Mowchun,  was part of a group protesting the JNF
Negev Gala  in 2016.   Another interviewee,  Leah Gazan, Member of
Parliament for Winnipeg Central, has a Jewish father, but identifies more
as an Indigenous woman.  She has lambasted Israel in Parliament, but has
not shown the same interest in condemning other countries that are far
worse human rights violators. B’nai Brith Canada suggested that some of
her past tweets are “inaccurate …and demonizing Israel”. She represents
the NDP,  a party with many members who support imposing economic
sanctions against the Jewish state.

The film refers to several issues that require a response:
a) The term “cycle of violence” was mentioned during the film. Thus,

Israeli and Palestinian leadership were placed on the same level of moral
equivalency. There is no equivalency between a terror organization which
deliberately targets civilians and uses its own civilians as human shields
and a state (Israel) which goes to extreme measures to limit civilian casu-
alties while defending itself from rocket attacks. 

b) There was reference to the hardships incurred by the Palestinians. I
do not recall any reference in the film to the Palestinian Authority’s role in
contributing to those hardships. As well, no one in the film mentions that
there has been an extensive toll on Israeli society as a result of attacks by
Palestinians, and that thousands of Israelis have been killed or maimed as
a result of Palestinian attacks.

c) While referencing 1948 Arab refugees (which I understand to be about
750,000), no one in the the film mentioned that: 1) the majority left  due to
fear for their families’ safety, as outlined by Benny Morris in Birth of the
Palestinian Refugee Problem Revisited; 2) there was no systematic gov-
ernment policy of expulsion; and most importantly, 3) there would have
been no war and no refugees if the 1947 UN partition plan had not
been rejected by the Arab leadership. The film does not mention the
750,000 Jewish refugees who were forced to leave Arab countries upon the
establishment of the State of Israel.  

d)  One of the interviewees suggested that Birthright Israel was propa-
ganda, not advocacy.  She did not mention the more concerning propagan-
da hate fest that emanates within Palestinian society, even though she did
say that she visited Palestinian territories. (A 2014 Anti-Defamation
League poll suggested that 93% of Palestinians within the Palestinian ter-
ritories  harbor hate towards Jews).  

e) The overall impression I was left with was that we, as Jews and occu-
piers, have turned from the oppressed into oppressors. Interestingly, I can-
not recall any mention of the multiple opportunities to end the occupation
that have been offered to Palestinians, including: the 1967 Arab Summit,
Khartoum; 2000 Clinton brokered Taba Agreement; 2008 Olmert Plan).  

Furthermore,  once Israel can be assured of a genuine peace
partner which is willing to accept a sovereign Jewish State with secure
borders, then Israel will be able to end the occupation. 

Israel is an imperfect democracy exercising a reasonable balance
between defending itself against security threats and maintaining civil
rights. It is considered a model for any country having to deal with a ter-
rorist threat in its backyard. I would ask Mowchun and Gazan to name two
countries that have faced similar security threats as has Israel over the
years, that have better records of maintaining a balance between security
needs and civil rights, and better records on human rights. 

The parts of the Mah Nishmah film that refer to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict might have a powerful impact on those who are not aware of the
nuances of the conflict, especially young people who may see this film and
are not aware how biased Mowchun and Gazan were in what they had to
say about Israel.    This will further fuel the demonization of Israel.
Filmmakers, if this was your objective, congratulations to you for a job
well done. 

Bradley Pollock

Response from the Jewish Heritage Centre 
to Bradley Pollock

Ed. note: The Jewish Heritage Centre had obtained a copy of Bradley
Pollock’s letter prior to publication of this issue. That is the reason we
are printing the letter from the JHCWC at the same time as Bradley’s
letter.

Dear Bernie,
I understand that Bradley Pollock has described our recent program in

strongly negative terms I must say that I wonder if Bradley Pollock actu-
ally viewed the film, Ma Nishma. The film explored the diversity and com-

Our Canadian Socio-Political Polarized Divide Prevents Respectful
Dialogue – Such is the case regarding the recent Trucker’s Freedom
Convoy

Canada, like the U.S. has become socio-politically polarized between
right and left. Discussion/debate all too often degenerates into exaggerated
or utterly false accusations and name calling.    

That is more often seen coming from the left where those on the right are
often accused of being or supporting racists, misogynists, white suprema-
cists, radical far right, hate, intolerance, illegality and even domestic ter-
rorism. 

Sound familiar?
That is exactly what our own P.M. Trudeau did by incessantly falsely

characterizing and demonizing the truckers and their supporters while
intransigently refusing to meet with them to respectfully hear them out and
try to work out some mutually acceptable solution. 

Bernie, in your February 16th, 2022 JP&N edition, you laid out in your
Short Takes section, your anti-trucker views, accusing them without much
if any evidence of being like, if not part of ascendant right wing militant
groups and that theirs was not a peaceful protest in Ottawa but one that ille-
gally disrupted both the peace with blaring horns and by their blocking
traffic.

That disruption however, was quickly handled by court orders calling on
truckers to cease such activities which the truckers obeyed and then carried
on with their peaceful protest in Ottawa, still calling on Trudeau to just
speak with them.  The situation wherein 4 trucker protesters at the Alberta
Montana border threatened the RCMP and were charged, was not at all rep-
resentative of the
truckers peaceful-

(Continued on page 11. See “Freedom Convoy”.)

plexity of our Winnipeg Jewish community. It was a balanced portrayal
with many different voices, such as Yude Henteleff, Dr. Daniel Stone,
Rabbi Finkel, and a number of young Jewish women, including a Russian-
Israeli woman who had proudly served in the IDF. As well, we held a panel
discussion after the film with the two young film producers; Andrew
Kaplan, who teaches at Gray Academy; and Florencia Katz, a “veteran”
immigrant from Argentina who works at the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg. Certainly, the Israel issue was one small aspect of the film.
Other topics discussed included the history of Jews in Manitoba, religious
observance, and more.

Bradley seems fixated on one voice in the film while ignoring the others.
I am also curious as to why he wrote this letter now, since the film was
originally screened at Tarbut, several months ago. He did not attend our
event,

The young woman who had served in the IDF said that although she has
built a new life in Canada, Israel will always be her home. She also spoke
of how important Israel itself is to Jews worldwide, and in particular
referred to the many terror attacks and the importance of a strong IDF and
a strong defence overall. 

Yes, there was a young woman in the film who expressed some opinions
that I personally found disturbing. What does that mean? Personally, I
believe it means we are not doing a good enough job reaching and teach-
ing. We need to be able to engage in dialogue without demonizing those
who disagree with us. While she spoke disparagingly about Birthright,
another young panelist spoke positively of her experience. 

I do not agree with Leah Gazan’s opinions on Israel, but she did not men-
tion them in the film. Rather, she spoke about how being the child of a
Holocaust survivor shaped her identity and the importance of keeping that
legacy alive. 

Andrew spoke about the positive and warm environment that he, as a
self-identified Queer Jew experiences at the Gray Academy and how dif-
ferent that was from the climate he grew up in.

Florencia compared various aspects of the Winnipeg Jewish community
to that of Buenos Aires where she grew up and also spoke joyfully about
her two decades in Winnipeg and the great work she does.

We know that our community does not speak with one voice. We also
know that there are individuals in our community – on the far right as well
as the far left whose opinions are upsetting– especially when it comes to
Israel. We believe it is a mistake to ignore the fact that those voices exist.

Belle Jarniewski, Executive Director, Jewish Heritage Centre
Mark Kantor, President
Daniel Stone, Past President and Chair of the Programs and Exhibits
Committee

In defence of Myron Love’s defence
of the Freedom Convoy
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Ukraine war

Their country suddenly a pariah, Jews look for ways to leave Russia
By JONATHAN SHAMIR

March 10, 2020 TEL AVIV (JTA)
— “You’ll be calling until the mashiach
comes,” one woman responded this week to a
frantic query about embassy appointments on
a Facebook group for Russians planning to
move to Israel.

While Russians seeking to make the move,
known as aliyah, may not have to wait until
the messiah arrives, they are facing extended
delays even as their country sinks into crisis
because of the war their president, Vladimir
Putin, launched last month against neighbor-
ing Ukraine.

In Moscow and St. Petersburg, wait times
for appointments at the Israeli embassies have
grown recently and now can be up to eight
months. That is proving a challenge as many
Jews there are making abrupt plans to leave their longtime home, driven by
Putin’s strict crackdown on freedom of speech, shutdown of independent
media outlets and criminalization of opposition to the war, as well as a
wave of international sanctions on Russia that could drive many in the
country into poverty.

“Everyone who has any hope of obtaining citizenship and leaving Russia
is trying to do it,” an artist in Moscow told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.
The artist, who went through the immigration process before the war and
will soon leave for Israel, requested anonymity because of fear around
speaking to the press in Russia right now.

Over 2 million people have fled Ukraine since the invasion began two
weeks ago, and Israeli authorities are anticipating potential tens of thou-
sands of new immigrants as a result. Israel has already accepted 3,977
refugees from Ukraine, most of whom are not Jewish, according to the
country’s most recent statistics. The Jewish Agency, the group responsible
for overseeing Israeli immigration, describes the influx as “an unprece-
dented operation.”

But while scenes of Ukrainian Jews and their relatives arriving in Israel
have captured global attention since the first flights arrived last week, less
attention has been given to people on the other side of the war.

Israel has granted 1,400 entry visas to Russians since Feb. 24, according
to Nativ, the government department dealing with immigration from the
former Soviet Union.

Recognizing that Russia has rapidly become a more difficult and danger-
ous place, the country has eased its immigration process for Russians,
although the embassy wait times are unlikely to be affected.

“Russian citizens requesting to make aliyah at this time are not required
to have apostille signature on their documents or bring a police certificate,”
a Nativ spokesperson told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, adding that
Russians can use a “previously received aliyah visa (even if it’s expired),
and are not obligated to declare intention to settle in Israel.”

The Jewish Agency told JTA it is seeing “an uptick in interest” from
Russia but that it was too early to tell whether that interest would translate
into actual immigration or an ongoing trend.

On the ground, however, many Jews say they are starting to pack their
bags, and in many cases, leaving a lot behind.

Ilya, a 42-year-old digital creative professional, arrived in Israel on the
night of March 6. “The recent actions of the Russian government have left
us no choice,” he said, citing the draconian crackdown of opposition to the
war.

He managed to secure an Israeli passport in 2019, meaning he could sim-
ply board a plane with “no questions asked.” He said the process of obtain-
ing citizenship had been “humiliating” — an appraisal shared by many
Jews who run up against Israel’s efforts to scrutinize the family history or
conversion status of aspiring immigrants.

“If you pass this purgatory, you will find the rest easy,” Ilya said, in sym-
pathy with people who are having to go through the process in wartime.

With the Russian ruble falling to a new nadir daily, the new immigrants’
savings are worth less than ever. Ilya criticized the “hypocrisy” of eco-
nomic sanctions, which he says mostly hit ordinary people “who are losing
their jobs, access to their professional tools like Adobe products and can’t
work for companies outside of Russia.”

Still, he said, “We chose to be free. Poor, but free.”

Not everyone is ready to make the leap in the midst of the uncertainty.
Another artist in Moscow, who requested anonymity because of conditions
in Russia, said she has her flight tickets booked for the end of the month,
but “problems with the banks” are stopping her from leaving immediately.

“Due to the blocking of cards, it is not possible to rent a house and buy
food in Israel. And all my saving are burned out because of the exchange
rates,” she adds.

Daniil Goldman and his wife Sophia
moved to Israel one day before the war
broke out. They decided to leave for “politi-
cal reasons,” but the war was the “cherry on
the cake,” they said.

They have also suffered from the tumbling
values of the currency and Russian stocks
— though they said they supported the sanc-
tions that have sent the Russian economy
into freefall.

As of Tuesday, Sophia’s Russian bank
card no longer works in Israel following
sanctions by Visa and Mastercard. “The
harder the better, because nothing will
change until Putin is deposed,” she said.

“Our life was brilliant,” they say. Daniil
owns five bars — including one called
Zionist and another called Mitzvah — and an
anise distillation plant for arak, the Middle

Eastern alcoholic spirit. They realized their time was up in Russia when
Sophia became pregnant.

“I don’t want to raise children in a place like this,” Sophia said about
Russia. “I don’t want to explain to my daughter you need to be afraid of the
police, that there would be no justice if somebody did something to her,”
she said, adding that they hope that they can return to a better Russia one
day.

Sophia, who isn’t Jewish, describes the “terrible” process to get recog-
nized as a partner by the Israeli government. For other Russians, many of
whom are married to non-Jews, this has proved a decisive obstacle.

Katharina, who lives in St. Petersburg, said her 12-year-old son was
harassed at school after questioning Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. After the
teacher called her to complain about her child’s views, she realized that the
situation at home was untenable.

Israel is potentially on the agenda, but she fears that the fact her husband
isn’t Jewish will cause problems, even though he should be able to move
with her under the Law of Return. Originally hailing from Ukraine, his
home city of Bila Tserkva near Kyiv was heavily shelled. “He doesn’t eat
or sleep,” she says. “If it wasn’t for our child, he would be volunteering to
fight there.”

Katharina was telling her story over the phone to her friend Asya Engele,
a Jewish poet who left Russia in 2016 to secure a better life for her disabled
son. In her broad-windowed home in Jaffa which she shares with another
Jewish Russian immigrant, Olga, they are hosting a friend who is laying
low on a tourist visa until the situation calms down.

“My plan is not to emigrate. My plan is just to wait and think,” said their
guest, Nastya. “I love my home,” she said but explained that she feared for
her freedom given her anti-war activities.

Besides the many hardships, Russian Jews said they were also shocked
by Putin’s justification of the war, citing neo-Nazi elements in the
Ukrainian government. Asya, whose was grandmother Bluma was one of
the few survivors of the Holocaust from her family, bluntly dismisses
Putin’s “denazification” narrative: “Putin himself is the Nazi.”

“My heart is in pain for all my Russian friends,” Asya said. ”But I am so
happy that I am here.”

People exit an Allegro train at the central railway sta-
tion in Helsinki, March 3, 2022. Trains to Finland are
packed with Russians fearful that now is their last
chance to escape the impact of Western sanctions.
(Alessandro Rampazzo/AFP via Getty Images)

Israel to allow 25,000 non-Jewish 
Ukrainian immigrants to stay

March 9, 2020 (JTA) — In response to the humanitarian crisis in
Ukraine, Israel is ready to take in 5,000 new non-Jewish Ukrainian
refugees and to allow 20,000 non-Jewish Ukrainians who are already in the
country, many illegally, to remain.

Interior Minister Ayelet Shaked made the announcement Tuesday.
Israel’s Law of Return normally offers citizenship only to people with at
least one Jewish grandparent.

Israel had previously courted controversy for demanding a deposit from
non-Jewish migrants of around $3,000, to make sure that they would even-
tually leave. That stipulation has been dropped.

Israel is also preparing to receive several thousand Jewish Ukrainians in
the coming months. Over 300 arrived last weekend.

“The sights of war in Ukraine and the suffering experienced by its citi-
zens rattle the soul and don’t allow us to remain indifferent,” The Times of
Israel quoted Shaked as saying at a press conference.

Meanwhile, Haaretz reported that 440 Russian Jews arrived in Israel on
Wednesday, as that country’s economy buckles under the sanctions
imposed by the West.
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Ukraine war

Jews and non-Jews share a bloody history in Ukraine. But there are reasons for hope.

Republican Congressman calls Volodymyr
Zelensky a “thug” whose government 

pushes “woke” ideologies.
WASHINGTON (JTA) —

Madison Cawthorn, the North
Carolina Republican congressman
with a knack for controversy, called
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky a “thug” whose govern-
ment pushes “woke” ideologies.

“Remember that Zelensky is a
thug,” Cawthorn said in a video
posted Thursday by WRAL, the
NBC affiliate in Raleigh.
“Remember that the Ukrainian gov-
ernment is incredibly corrupt and is
incredibly evil and has been push-
ing woke ideologies.”

It’s not clear whom Cawthorn is
addressing in the snippet of video,
or where he is speaking. Its release
prompted outrage from
Republicans planning to primary
Cawthorn. Ukraine’s Jewish presi-
dent has earned cross-partisan plau-
dits for standing up to Russia in its
war against his country, even as
Russian President Vladimir Putin has said his goal is “denazification” of
Ukraine.

Cawthorn then backtracked, calling Putin’s actions “disgusting” and say-
ing that “I am praying for Ukraine and the Ukrainian people.” He sent
WRAL a link to a conservative blog post purporting to expose Ukrainian
disinformation.

Cawthorn, who is identified with the Republican Party’s far-right, met a
year ago with a delegation of Jews from his district after a number of con-
troversies, including vacation photos posted from Adolf Hitler’s home.

Zelensky says Jerusalem could serve as 
potential site for negotiation with Russia

By SHIRA HANAU
March 13, 2022 (JTA) — Speaking at a press conference

Saturday, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said Jerusalem could
serve as the location for potential negotiations between Ukraine and
Russia.

“These are not places where we can come to any understandings on end-
ing the war — I’m not talking about technical meetings but meetings
between leaders,” Zelensky said of Ukraine, Russia and Belarus, according
to The Times of Israel. “I believe Israel can be such a place, especially
Jerusalem. I think so, and I said this to Bennett.”

Zelensky’s comments came just on week after Israeli Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett flew to Moscow to meet with Russian President Vladimir
Putin and spoke with Zelensky several times by phone in an attempt to
bring about an end to the fighting.

In the early days of Russia’s attack on Ukraine, Zelensky asked Bennett
to mediate negotiations because of Israel’s uniquely close ties to both
Ukraine and Russia. Bennett, who declined to follow other Western coun-
tries in sending weaponry to aid Ukraine, brought the request to Putin, who
initially denied it, at least partly because a first round of negotiations had
already been set up in Belarus.

Citing an unnamed Ukrainian official, Haaretz reported Friday that
Bennett had urged Ukraine to accept Russian terms for an end to the con-
flict and was pursuing a negotiator role to avoid sending military aid to
Ukraine, something Israeli and Ukrainian sources have denied in other
reports.

Israel has been less forthright in condemning Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine than many other Western states as it has tried to maintain its rela-
tionships with both countries and to potentially facilitate peace talks. While
Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid has condemned Russia directly multi-
ple times, Bennett has been more reserved in his criticism. A United States
official urged Israel to join other Western nations in enacting sanctions on
Russia in an interview with Israel’s Channel 12 Friday.

“We squeeze the oligarchs around him, we squeeze its economy. So in
that context we’re asking as many countries as we can to join us. We’re
asking that of Israel as well,” Victoria Nuland, a U.S. State Department
official, said. “Among other things, you don’t want to become the last
haven for dirty money that’s fueling Putin’s wars.”

By SARA J. BLOOMFIELD
March 4, 2022 (JTA) –The Russian invasion of

Ukraine, justified by Vladimir Putin as necessary
to “denazify” the country and stop “genocide,”
outraged me for its blatant assault on a people, and
on truth. But as I thought about his previous mis-
uses of history, I should not have been so sur-
prised.

In 2019, marking the 80th anniversary of the
Nazi-Soviet Pact, Putin sought to downplay the
significance of this agreement in starting World
War II and its secret protocols that divided Poland
between Hitler and Stalin — two other masters at
re-writing history.

This invasion also brought back the overwhelm-
ing sense I had from various visits to Ukraine,
best summarized in a familiar adage originally
about the Balkans, that Ukraine has had more his-
tory than it can consume. As I traveled to big
cities and small towns, aspects of its many layers
of complicated history were on view everywhere.

In Kiev, I was greeted each morning outside my hotel by an enormous
statue of Bohdan Khmelnytsky, the revered Cossack leader who com-
manded a 17th-century uprising to promote Ukrainian independence from
Poland. He was also a vicious antisemite responsible for the killing of at
least 40,000 Jews. I was appalled that the statue existed and wished that at
the very least it might be accompanied by information about the innocent
victims of this Ukrainian nationalist. Today, I find myself reflecting on this
symbol of an independent Ukraine that also symbolizes its complex past.

As I would drive around the country, I would encounter common themes.
You had the impression that one could stop in almost any town or village
and ask, “Where were the Jews buried?” Someone would take you to a for-
est or a piece of land near a farmer’s field to see the mass grave. Over one
and a half million Jewish men, women and children were murdered in
Ukraine by the Nazis and their local collaborators. Unlike other European
Jews, they were not deported to distant killing centers like Auschwitz but
shot, one by one, in the places they had lived for centuries.

We now know so much more about “the Holocaust by bullets” because,
ironically, of the fall of the Soviet Union and the opening of massive
archives as well as the important work of Fr. Patrick Desbois, who identi-
fied many of the mass graves and interviewed locals who saw these horri-
ble crimes. On one visit to Ukraine Fr. Desbois and I went to a wooded

area, now a mass grave, where we met an elderly
woman who shared her memories as a young girl
witnessing the killing of her neighbors.

Another stark recollection is walking around
towns and seeing on door after door an indenta-
tion that once held a mezuzah — the small case
that traditionally marks the entrance to Jewish
homes. The Jews were long gone, but the unin-
tended marker of where a people had once lived
remained, speaking to us across the decades.

I will also never forget that in practically every
town and village one would see the same memo-
rial: an angel, her head lowered, her face
drenched in sorrow, holding a stalk of wheat in
one arm and a dead baby in the other. No expla-
nations required. One only needs the most super-
ficial sense of Ukraine’s history to know the
stature mourns Stalin’s deliberate starvation of at
least 3.5 million Ukrainians, both Christians and
Jews, in 1932-33, now known as the Holodomor.

In summer 2014 I visited in the aftermath of
Putin’s annexation of Crimea and the Dignity Revolution that preceded it.
The revolution had overthrown Ukraine’s Russian-backed president, Viktor
Yanukovych. Makeshift memorials and anti-Russian sentiments were
everywhere. I met government officials, public intellectuals, directors of
archives, Holocaust scholars, Jewish community leaders and American
diplomats. All of them saw this as a moment to write a new chapter in
Ukrainian history. One described to me a burned-out bus with this declara-
tion written in the ash: “One day spent fighting here is a life worth living.”
The people I met were filled with similar defiance and resilience, although
sometimes tinged by understandable anxiety or cynicism. But, overwhelm-
ingly, the word I kept hearing everywhere was “hope.”

Ukraine has suffered from extraordinary external threats such as German
Nazism and Soviet Communism and serious internal problems like extreme
nationalism and antisemitism. But in recent decades it has begun to face its
past, confront important truths, and create a pluralistic democracy. “Hope”
hardly feels like the right word for this moment. But given a chance, the
Ukrainian people have given us reason to believe that in the long term,
freedom and dignity might prevail.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

People walk in front of the Bogdan
Khmelnytsky Monument and St. Michael's
Cathedral in Kyiv, Ukraine, Feb. 8, 2022.
Khmelnytsky, the revered Cossack leader who
commanded a 17th-century uprising to pro-
mote Ukrainian independence from Poland,
was also a vicious antisemite responsible for
the deaths of at least 40,000 Jews.
(STR/NurPhoto via Getty Images)

Madison Cawthorn
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For Dr. Alan Slusky, building relationships is an essential part of psychology practice

This Jewish political cartoonist’s work from the ’30s through the ’60s is more relevant than ever

In his practice of psychology,
Dr. Alan Slusky cites his late
father, Irvin Slusky, as his role

model. 
“My father was a lawyer,” he

notes.  “He taught me the impor-
tance of building relationships
with people.  For me, that is an
essential element of my work.”

The current president of the Association of State and
Provincial Psychology Boards (ASPPB)  adds that he was
drawn to a career in psychology for the same reason that
his father chose to pursue a legal career – a desire to help
people find solutions to their problems.

Alan Slusky - the son of Irv and Lucille - was born and
raised in the Garden City area. He and his wife, Andrea, although living
south now, also raised their three children in Garden City.   Slusky was bar-
mitzvahed at the former Rosh Pina and, in his teen years, was active in
Kadima and USY.

He received his training in psychology at the University of Manitoba fol-
lowed by an internship and post-Doctoral Fellowship at Health Sciences
Centre.  He has been in practice since 1994.

“I am both a clinical and neuropsychologist,” he says.  “As such,” he
explains, “I assess and treat patients dealing with anxiety, depression, and
trauma.  However, I also work with patients who have suffered brain
injuries from strokes, for example, or concussions.  I help them with
lifestyle adjustments and work with them to identify and build on the resid-
ual strengths that they still have.”

Also from the beginning of his career, Slusky has volunteered his time  to
strengthening the psychology profession  through working with the
Psychological Association of Manitoba (PAM),  the provincial psychology
regulatory body akin to the Manitoba College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

One of the major problems that we have in Manitoba from a psychology
perspective, he points out,  is that our province has the lowest number of
psychologists per capita in the country.  “We are vastly under-resourced
and other provincial psychology organizations are continually lobbying our
government to address this issue,” he says.  

He joined the PAM board in 1996, served as president for a three year
term and, in 2008, took on the role of registrar – retiring from that position

just two years ago.
He notes that, as registrar, he ran for and was elect-

ed to the ASPPB Board of Directors. ASPPB, he
reports, is composed of 65 jurisdictional psychology
regulatory boards, including all Canadian provinces,
American states, and five American territories.

As with his predecessor as PAM registrar, Slusky
found himself being elected to the ASPPB Board of
Directors in 2017 for a six-year term. He was a mem-
ber at large for the first three years, after which he
became president-elect.  He is president for 2022 and
finishes his term on the board as past president for his
final year, in 2023.

“As president, I am one of two spokespersons for our
organization,” he says.  “Normally, we would have

board meetings six times a year in various Canadian
and American locations.  So, prior to the pandemic

restrictions. I was doing a lot of traveling.  Of course, as with every other
organization, over the past two years we have had to meet via Zoom”.  

The benefit of meeting in person, he adds, is that at in-person gatherings,
so much of the relationship-building takes place in the casual conversations
outside of the formal proceedings. Meeting via Zoom has been a challenge
but we are happily beginning to get back to normal”.

Among the ASPPB’s foci are supporting member boards in strengthening
training requirements and codes of ethics throughout all member jurisdic-
tions.  “Additionally, over the past 18 months we launched PSYPACT, a
US compact that facilitates cross-border practice - something that has taken
on added significance during the pandemic,” Slusky reports.  “We are mak-
ing very good progress in the United States – close to 30 states have signed
on. We don’t have these types of compacts in Canada, but ASPPB did assist
the provinces in their efforts to ensure Canadians received psychological
supports during the worst of the pandemic”.

“Eliminating boundaries facilitates telehealth sessions for psychologists
over a wider area and has been particularly helpful for people trying to cope
during the pandemic restrictions.”   

Slusky notes that his own way of coping has been listening to music. “I
have always been a music lover,” he says.  “I particularly enjoy old LPS.”
He also plays tennis and floor hockey and enjoys the occasional cigar.

As it happens, his son, Noah, a music teacher, shares his appreciation for
music.   Daughter Lauren is a computer scientist.  Younger son Matthew
will be following in his father’s footsteps in pursuing a career in psycholo-
gy.

By

MYRON LOVE

Dr. Alan Slusky

By SARAH ROSEN
March 10, 2022 (New York Jewish Week

via JTA)— German-Jewish illustrator Eric
Godal first rose to prominence for his anti-Nazi
cartoons in 1930s Germany. In the decades that
followed, he garnered attention for his political
cartoons that forcefully opposed Hitler, fascist
regimes, antisemitism and bigotry. 

And yet many of his cartoons are so germane
to today’s issues, they look like they could have
been drawn yesterday. 

More than 50 pieces by Godal, who died in
1969, are now on display at the Society of
Illustrators on Manhattan’s Upper East Side. The
body of work on view — which includes politi-
cal cartoons, posters and magazine illustrations
— were created between the 1930s and the
1960s. They’re accompanied by descriptions of
Godal’s remarkable life story, including of how
he fled Nazi Germany.  

“Cartoonists were an important editorial
voice,” Rafael Medoff, one of the exhibit’s curators, told The New York
Jewish Week. “That’s one of the reasons for the exhibit: to bring attention
to this extraordinary cartoonist who used his cartoons to fight for Jewish
rights and all human rights.” 

Medoff, a professor of Jewish history and the founding director of the
Washington-based David Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies, co-curat-
ed the exhibit with Charlotte Bonelli, the director of the library and
archives at the American Jewish Committee. 

Godal was born in Berlin in 1899, and began his career as a daily politi-
cal cartoonist for a leading German newspaper. In early 1933, after Hitler’s
rise to power, the Gestapo came to arrest Godal, whose cartoons criticizing
the Nazis had made him one of the first artists they targeted. Godal caught

wind of the arrest and hailed a taxi that took
him to Czechoslovakia. In Prague, Godal
worked with many other German Jewish
refugees to publish an anti-fascist satirical mag-
azine. 

He continued his cartoonist career after com-
ing to New York City in 1935, eventually
replacing Theodore Geisel — yes, Dr. Seuss —
as the head political cartoonist for P.M., a New
York daily. There, Godal published pro-democ-
racy cartoons that advocated for a more tolerant
society. 

In the 1940s, Godal participated in an anti-
racism project organized by the American
Jewish Committee, a Jewish defense organiza-
tion, that sought to combat new hate move-
ments that they feared could develop in
America during the tumultuous postwar years.

Among the highlights of the exhibit is one of
his anti-fascist cartoons is from 1944 — meant
to satirize America’s’ co-sponsorship of an

exhibition with Franco’s Spain — which the exhibit describes as the first
known cartoon depiction of the Nazis’gas chambers.

Medoff spoke to The New York Jewish Week about Godal’s extraordi-
nary life, and the lessons we can glean from his work today.

This interview has been lightly edited for length and clarity. 
What spoke to you about Eric Godal and his cartoons? What inspired this

exhibition? 
His life story is a remarkable journey. He was not merely a cartoonist

commenting on events, he was living through many of the events that
moved him to put pen to paper. He was drawing cartoons for the American
press about the plight of Jewish

A Godal cartoon from during World War II
mocking U.S. Congress’s unwillingness to do
anything to save European Jews

(Continued on page 9. See “Godal”.)
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Ukraine war

Israel preparing to take in 125,000 Ukrainian refugees 

refugees, while his elderly mother
became one of those refugees. 

A tragic aspect of the Godal story is
that his widowed mother came from Germany in 1939 to join her son in
New York, but she booked passage on the St. Louis [a ship filled with 937
mostly Jewish refugees who were denied entry by both Cuba and the
United States]. She was sent back to Europe and was murdered when the
Nazis overran Belgium. So here we have a man whose very life reflected
this enormous tragedy that was overwhelming the Jewish people, which he
was crying out against through his cartoons. He then lent his talents to the
struggle to create the State of Israel. 

At the same time, he was drawing cartoons not only about the Jewish
cause. He also was part of a very important, little-known campaign under-
taken by the American Jewish Committee in the 1940s and 1950s to com-
bat all racism and all bigotry through the work of political cartoonists. They
were really ahead of their time in recognizing that political cartoons could
be powerful educational vehicles.

It’s notable that his cartoons advocated for Jews as well as others who
were discriminated against. Was that a unique approach at the time? 

Godal was part of the political left. He believed fighting antisemitism
was part and parcel of the struggle against all bigotry or racism. The
American Jewish Committee’s goal was to fight all racism, not by ignoring
antisemitism, but by drawing attention to the fact that that people who were
prejudiced against African Americans and other minority groups also tend-
ed to be hostile to Jews. So for Godal and for the American Jewish
Committee, it was part of a broader struggle. 

Because of what’s happening in Ukraine, these cartoons feel even more
relevant now than they were a few weeks ago. 

Godal drew an interesting series of anti-Soviet cartoons in 1951. They
draw attention to various aspects of Soviet Communist society: the very
troubling denial of civil rights, poverty and so on. They take on an added
poignancy today. Godal describes features of Soviet society that have eerie
echoes to what we read in today’s papers about Putin suppressing the free-
dom of the press in Russia. Then we have Godal’s cartoons from 1951 ridi-
culing the Soviet suppression of the media — some things have not
changed. It’s a reminder of how Putin wants to drag Russia back to an ear-
lier, darker, terrible era when the Russian people were brutally oppressed
by their governments; when they were constantly fed lies through the iron-
ically named newspaper Pravda, which means “truth.” Even though Godal
was drawing these cartoons more than half a century ago, he touched on
themes we’re seeing in the news every day. 

Godal put issues that were not talked about widely into his cartoons. He
drew the first known American cartoon depiction of the gas chambers in
April of 1944. Why is this important? 

Details about the mass murders were not widely known. The news that
there was a mass murder of the Jews in Europe began reaching the United
States in late 1942 and some of those reports did include references to the
use of poison gas. But some segments of the press buried the news in their
back pages. The Roosevelt administration played down news of the mass
killings. So aspects of the mass murder, like the gas chambers, were not
widely known until May 1944, when the Germans began the mass depor-
tation of Jews from Hungary to Auschwitz. But this cartoon appeared sev-
eral weeks before those articles had appeared in The New York Times. 

The appearance of a cartoon like this is a reminder how much actually
was known at the time. It’s important to remember that information about
the mass murder was reaching the general press in the United States well
before the Holocaust ended, when there was still ample time to have inter-
rupted it or have rescued some of those Jews.

Did his cartoons criticize the American government’s role in the war? 
Godal came very close to doing so in a striking cartoon from October

1943. He drew State Department officials who have just received a report
about the mass murder of a 100,000 Jews being massacred daily; they’re
filing it away without taking any interest. The cartoon is particularly strik-
ing because, as a general rule, American political cartoonists drawing car-
toons about the plight of the Jews did not directly challenge the Roosevelt
administration’s policies. There was a wartime attitude that it would be
unpatriotic to directly criticize the president in the middle of a World War. 

Godal takes direct aim at the Roosevelt administration for turning a deaf
ear to the cries of the Jews in Europe. It’s an unusual cartoon in its frank-
ness. It really captures something about the broader problem of indiffer-
ence to persecution. I’m referring not just to the Holocaust, but to many
genocides. For example, there are similar cartoons in the American press
during the genocide in Darfur. Sadly we still need cartoonists to draw our
attention to the instinct to look away during times of terrible human rights
violations. 

What do you hope people take away from Godal’s work? 
The fight against racism, the fight against antisemitism, the fight against

genocide — these struggles continue. Every generation of Americans faces
the same moral dilemma: to what extent should we as Americans take an
interest in human rights violations around the world? Eric Godal teaches us
that we all have an obligation to speak out when anybody is oppressed. 

By MYRON LOVE

The State of Israel has long been a world leader in delivering human-
itarian aid wherever disaster has struck, no matter whether natural –
such as earthquake or flood – or manmade situations. It should be no

surprise, therefore, that in  this current Russian onslaught against Ukraine,
Israel has stepped  up – and has our Jewish Federation – with substantial
quantities of humanitarian – as compared to military – assistance – this
despite the fact that the Jewish state has to maintain cordial relations with
Russian due to Russia’s military role in propping up the Syrian dictator on
Israel’s northern border.

According to a Jewish News Service report from March 9, Israel is
expected to be one of the world’s leading countries of destination and
refuge for Ukrainian citizens fleeing the war, both in absolute numbers and
certainly based on the country’s size. The Jewish State is preparing to wel-
come up to 125,000 Ukrainian refugees.  About 100,000 of them would fall
under the framework of the Law of Return while the remaining 25,000 will
be granted temporary visas for three months. Should the fighting continue
beyond this time, all those present in Israel will be allowed to work in the
country.

Among those refugees who may have already arrived is a group of 105
orphans and 15 orphanage staff who were taken out of Odessa,  Ukraine’s
third-largest city, in early March, in a  heartwarming story created by a
partnership between the Chabad Lubavitch movement and the International
Fellowship of Christians and Jews (IFCJ), which financed the operation.

The escape from the city - that was virtually surrounded by Russian
forces at the time – was organized by Chabad Rabbi Mendy Wolff, the
orphange director.  The group was first bussed to Chisinau (formerly
known as Kishinev)  in neighbouring Moldova – a four hour bus ride. From
there, they were transferred to Berlin, where the head of the city’s Chabad
community, Rabbi Yehudah Teichtal, and the International Fellowship of
Christians and Jews (IFCJ) expressed willingness to accept the orphans and
had the facilities to do so. From there, they were to fly to Israel.

On the ground itself, as of March 1,  (according to The Times of Israel)
Israel had delivered 100 tons of aid to Ukraine and Ukrainian refugees via
Poland.  The aid included 17 tons of medical equipment and medicine,
water purification systems intended to supply 200,000 people, emergency
water supply kits to supply 100,000 people, winter tents to house 3,000,
15,000 blankets, 3,000 sleeping bags, and 2,700 winter coats.

The article quotes  a representative from Mashav, a division of the

Foreign Ministry that coordinates Israel’s national aid, as saying that “the
mission is without precedent”. 

In addition to the humanitarian aid, the Jewish News Syndicate reported
that NATAN, an Israel-founded all-volunteer multi-faith humanitarian
organization, has partnered with WHO, the U.S.-based aid group Operation
Blessing and the Mexico-based aid group CADENA, in coordination with
Polish authorities, to deliver food, hygiene products, medical and other
relief supplies to some of the estimated 500,000 Ukrainian refugees fleeing
the violence.

The NATAN mission, led by Dr. Dorit Nitzan, also consists of a team of
physicians, nurses, social workers and a logistics expert from hospitals
around Israel who are expected to be in the area for at least the next two
months.

The JNS story quotes Nitzan – recenting retired from the World Health
Organization as the organization’s regional emergencies director in Europe
- as noting in a press release that “the situation is grave.  Many of the
refugees are elderly, women and children. They are exhausted, sick, injured
and traumatized. Ukraine’s neighbors have opened their hearts and homes
to these refugees, and we are joining in this enormous and critical under-
taking to help those in need.”

IsraAID, another leading international aid organization based in Israel, is
also on the scene. Yotam Polizer, IsraAIS’s CEO, told the JNS that his
organization is projecting a minimum five-year operation helping
Ukrainian refugees.

“We have to think about this crisis not just for the next week, not just for
the next month,” he said.  “Last December, we concluded our Syrian
refugee program in Greece that lasted six years. We unfortunately believe
this crisis will be at least as bad, if not worse, in terms of humanitarian
needs.”

Polizer was quoted as saying  that “when the media’s attention moves on
from any world disaster, people think the situation is okay, but that’s not
how it works.

“Even if we think about the best-case scenario in the Ukraine crisis, that
the war will—with the help of God and everyone—be finished sooner than
later, still the trauma and long-term recovery of these millions of refugees
will take years.

“We’re here to provide long-term support to help these people build
resilience, rebuild their lives, rebuild their families and rebuild their
future.”

Godal
(Continued from page 8.)



10 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 16, 2022

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Memoriams, and Unveilings

$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo: $15
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

MARVIN DAVID MELTZER
Marvin David Meltzer,

beloved husband of Ruth
Meltzer, peacefully passed
away January 24, 2022, at
the age of 71 years old. 

He leaves to mourn his
son Steven Meltzer, his
daughter Nina Meltzer
Ross and her husband
Mike Ross, his brother Dr.
Charles Meltzer and his
wife Juanita Meltzer, his
sister Sheila Fox and her
husband Arthur Fox, and

most importantly, as we were reminded by Marvin on
several occasions, his dog Hogan. 

Best known for his sharp witted sense of humour, in
combination with his kind heart and welcoming
personality, Marv leaves us with a warming memory
of a man who successfully achieved his commitment
to making this world smile. For family or friend, Marv
always made time to lend his heart and house.
Whether it was sharing thoughts or challenges, or
simply to enjoy his company or cooking, whatever the
occasion be, his sharp witted humour prevailed
leaving a smile on the face of anyone graced with his
company. 

Marv graduated from Ryerson University in Toronto
and received his Bachelor of Arts from the University
of Manitoba. Having graduated with a passion for
marketing and advertising Marv spent his first few
years working for a local advertising agency. Shortly
thereafter Marv formed his own advertising agency
called MDM Advertising. With a passion for business
and a yearning for new challenges, having made his
mark in the marketing industry, Marv turned his
attention in an entrepreneurial direction, which new
challenges included but weren’t limited to introducing
the Great Canadian Bagel to the Winnipeg market. 

Notwithstanding having a variety of successes as an
entrepreneur through the different ventures he
undertook in his life, it was his family and friends in
which brought him the most happiness in life. Hand in
hand with his best friend and true love, Marv and his
wife shared a life together with worldly experiences
including cycling trips through Canada, the USA or
even Israel, safaris through Zimbabwe, trips to Mexico
or winters in Palm Springs. But in stride with Marv’s
commitment to not just his wife, but in the company of
his children or siblings, with nieces or nephews, or of
course his friends. 

Having brought warmth to the hearts of so many
people who shared his company throughout the course
of his life, his memory will always be with us, and will
continue to make this world smile.

LEE ANNE BLOCK
 February 9, 1952 - February 19, 2022 

Lee Anne Block died
peacefully on Saturday
from pancreatic cancer.
She was 70. 

A few weeks earlier,
Lee Anne was teaching at
the University of
Winnipeg, playing with
grandkids and frustrated
by some persistent
stomach discomfort that
was evolving into pain.
She was also glowing
after a joyous trip to see

her grandsons, Sam and Ari. 
Lee Anne grew up in Winnipeg’s vibrant North

End Jewish community. The eldest of three sisters,
her neighbourhood was filled with cousins and
friends whom she cherished throughout her life. 

Lee Anne met her first husband, Sheldon
Oberman, when registering for classes at the
University of Winnipeg. They had two children
together, Adam and Mira, and later became a model
of how to cooperatively co-parent post divorce. 

Lee Anne taught middle school and English as a
Second Language in Seven Oaks School Division
and was active in Winnipeg’s theatre community. A
major project was co-producing a community theatre
production about women’s struggles with mental
health. 

She moved to Toronto in 1995 and obtained her
Master’s degree from the Ontario Institute for
Studies in Education of the University of Toronto. 

On a visit home over the winter break of 1997, Lee
Anne’s former mother-in-law introduced her to
Richard Grunfeld. Her life was forever changed for
the better. 

Not long after she moved back to Winnipeg to be
with Richard, Lee Anne decided to continue her
academic career. She obtained a PhD from the
University of North Dakota. Lee Anne was hired by
the University of Winnipeg’s Faculty of Education;
where she obtained tenure in 2016. A passionate
educator, her research focused on place-based
learning and sustainability. 

Lee Anne helped create the Langside Learning
Garden, a partnership with Spence Neighbourhood
Association - to develop sustainable urban
gardening, and also worked on projects related to
greenspace used by teachers, outdoor learning, and
the importance of school gardens. 

Lee Anne worked with a remarkable group of
people to create the Kapabamayak Achaak Healing
Forest Winnipeg in St. John’s Park. The Healing
Forest is a living memorial to Indigenous children
and families lost to or affected by the residential
school system. Lee Anne helped develop educational
programming and curriculum so neighbourhood
schools could use the space for outdoor learning. 

Her academic and community service work was
recognized with the University’s 2018 Faculty and
Staff Campus Sustainability Recognition Award. 

Lee Anne is survived by: her mother Jeanette
Block; her partner Richard Grunfeld; her children,
Adam Oberman (Jill) and Mira Oberman (Brent);
stepsons, Ben Grunfeld (Pancham) and Aaron
(Alina); her grandchildren, Rani, Sam, Daniel, Lizzy,
Ari, Asa and Finn;  her sisters, Rhea Tregebov (Sam)
and Sheila Block (Marylin); her brother-in-law Tom
(Leslie); along with beloved cousins and many dear
friends. She was predeceased by her father Sam
Block. 

A funeral was held on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
A “Baba’s Bannock and Jam” Fund is being

established to honour Lee Anne’s legacy. It will
support educational programming - and snacks for
visiting school children - at the Healing Forest.
Donations can be sent to St. John’s Anglican
Cathedral, “Kapabamayak Achaak Healing Forest”,
135 Anderson Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R2W 5M9.
 

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FRED DEVERE

who passed away
March 26, 2000

19 Days in Adar II
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

ABE
EARN

who passed away
March 17, 1995

15 days in Adar II

In loving memory of

— Lovingly remembered by their children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

JOSEPHINE
EARN

who passed away
May 7, 2016

29 days in Nissan

6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM (Simon)
GREENFELD

who passed away
March 23, 1973

19 Days in Adar II, 5733
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
MAR.16
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

— Very sadly missed and lovingly remembered by your children
and grandchildren.

ANITA MOLLY
KEIVES

who passed away
April 10, 2004

19 Days in Nisan

GEORGE
KEIVES

who passed away
March 25, 2019

18 Days in Adar II

BILL SHELL
who passed away

November 25, 2015
13th day of Kislev, 5776

RUTH SHELL
who passed away

April 2, 2016
23rd day of Adar II, 5776

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

– Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by Marli, David and
Family.

7th Yahrzeit

JACK KNAZAN
who passed away
November 4, 2003

10 days in Cheshvan

19th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

SYLVIA  KNAZAN
who passed away
March 27, 2011

21 days in Adar II

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

– Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM MINUK

who passed away
March 26, 2014

24 Days in Adar II
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
MAR.23

Letter
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ly protesting primarily in Ottawa.   
So why the need for Trudeau to invoke

Emergency Measures as a pretext for
him to in discriminatory fashion against

only the truckers and their supporters, suspend their civil liberties, free-
doms of speech and assembly, privacy rights, bank access to their funds
needed to live and to imprison several?  Trudeau’s saying it was justified
is hardly an adequate answer.  

Myron Love is a regular contributor to JP&N, well regarded by most as
a very good writer who respects the concept that opinions advanced must
have a factual foundation.  In keeping with his writing approach, Myron’s
piece in JP&N’s February 16th edition, Looking for Antisemitism in All
the Wrong Places was a balanced fair minded piece, citing sources and
facts.  

Bernie, having already come out in your Short Takes swinging against
the truckers and their supporters, you added the following Ed. Note at the
end of Myron’s article:  

“Ed. note: I have continued to run Myron’s opinion pieces for the sake of
freedom of expression, and in the interest of presenting views that are quite
different from mine, but this one really makes me cringe.”

By that note Bernie, you undermine your self praise as a supporter of
freedom of expression by having published Myron’s piece only to then

publicly smear him by characterizing his article as cringeworthy.
Your Ed. Note, appears to have also served as an invite for those who agree with you to write letters

to JP&N to vent their own disagreement with the truckers, their supporters, Myron or all of them.
Four such letters appear in JP&N’s March 2nd, 2022 edition.

David Weller, with Independent Jewish Voices which is an anti-Israel-pro-Palestinian and pro-antise-
mitic Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) organization, weighed in, falsely accusing Myron of
supporting right wing fanatics and antisemites against the left.  Weller further claimed without citing
evidence, that leaders of the convoy, Tamara Lich, Chris Barber and Pat King, who were arrested, are
all reported (by whom and why?) to have links to far right antisemitic organizations.

That is rich coming from one whose own anti-Israel-pro-Palestinian and pro-BDS views clearly meet
the IHRA definition of contemporary antisemitism.  You also should know that Weller was identified
as one of the signatories in a 2019 letter offering praise and support to Minnesota Congresswoman
Ilhan Omar, notoriously known for her unbridled bigoted Jew-Israel hatred.  Read:  “Members of
Independent Jewish Voices Canada support Ilhan Omar”   

The letter from the UJPO, a far left virtue signalling fringe organization, in hyperventilating style,
baselessly accused the truckers to be far right activists, with ties to right wing extremists and white
supremacists who sought to establish mob rule in Ottawa.  

Irwin Corobow jumped in to snidely say it must be difficult for Winnipeg Conservative MP Marty
Morantz to reconcile his Jewish identity and values with the neo conservative and near racist Nazi ele-
ments within his own right wing party.  

Corobow should examine his own Jewish identity.  His baseless accusations against the Conservative
party and defamatory insinuations against Morantz, are contrary to the best of our Jewish values that
demand of us Jews to be honest, fair and respectful of others.

Then there is Belle Jarniewski, echoing your Ed. Note sentiment claiming that she cringed reading
Myron’s article and asked why you published Myron’s article?  

Jarniewski endorses the views of a number of cited Jewish organizations expressing dismay over sev-
eral protesters brandishing a Nazi flag, signs with a swastika and a yellow star, claiming it was demean-
ing and made a mockery of the significance of the Holocaust. Those organizations, like Jarniewski
however, went further to characterize and denounce the thousands of truckers and their supporters by
those actions of only a few.

Such acts were however, clearly not done to demean Jews or the Holocaust as Jarniewski claimed.
Rather they were using such symbols to accuse Trudeau of acting towards the truckers and their sup-
porters akin to the way despotic fascist rulers such as Hitler, the Nazis and other dictatorial leaders bru-
tally put down dissent.    

Even if the charge made against those few who brandished such symbols has some merit, it is unfair,
dishonest and down right mean spirited to accuse the many 1,000’s of the freedom convoy truckers and
their supporters based on the actions of a few of their supporters. 

Jarniewski also adds that a confederate flag was seen and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and the
Terry Fox memorial were desecrated (again ignoring by only a few), which to her proves that all the
truckers and their supporters in Ottawa were affiliated with white supremacists.  It appears Jarniewski
needs little to no proof to prove to herself what she wants to believe.

Jarniewski and the other anti-trucker letter
writers you published are doing exactly what
Trudeau did in falsely characterizing and demo-
nizing all the thousands of truckers and their
supporters and also doing so based on the
actions of a few.  

Such kind of broad brushed opinion based
demonizing accusations against an entire group
such as the truckers and their supporters in this
case, are disingenuous, unfair and very much at
odds with our Jewish values that demand of us
to be honest and fair with and concerning of
others as does the pithy 9th Commandment,
“Thou shalt not bear false witness.”

Bill Narvey

Freedom Convoy
(Continued from page 6.)
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By  BERNIE BELLAN
In our last issue we devoted a fair bit of space to previewing Avi Posen’s

presentation at this year’s Limmud (which was held on Sunday, March 6,
via Zoom). 

For readers who may not have read that article, in it Avi gave an overview
of the work that he has been doing in Israel for three and a half years, ever

since he and his wife Illana made aliyah to Israel in 2019.
Working for a company called Open Dor Media, Avi has been honing in

on some of the methods that would have the greatest impact in reaching a
young (mostly teen age) audience throughout the world, including
Winnipeg.

Through videos, articles and podcasts, Avi has been helping educators
deal with often controversial subjects, such as Israelis’ relationships with
Palestinians, in ways that are both honest and illuminating.

During Avi’s Limmud presentation, he not only explained in some detail
what it is that Open Dor Media does, he also offered his Zoom audience
some very insightful information about how young people connect to the
wider world.

Perhaps it might not come as a total surprise to some of our readers, but
when you look at the screenshot accompanying this article, taken during
Avi’s presentation, and which contains information about how much time
young people are spending on their phones - at least nine hours per day,
according to a 2015 study, it’s hard not to despair for their future develop-
ment as well-rounded individuals.

(By the way, it should
also come as no sur-

Community news

Final Concerts of Rady JCC Music ‘N’ Mavens 2022 Season

Music ‘N’ Mavens Live Concert Series is drawing to a close, but there
are three more fabulous concerts to attend at the Rady JCC! Don’t miss this
opportunity to hear great music by Manitoba’s top musicians in the Berney
Theatre. 

Thursday March 17.  Dirty Catfish Brass Brand will take audiences
on A Trip to New Orleans. Invoking the sounds of brass bands and funk
ensembles, the collective dares to reimagine the streets of a prairie city as
one that is hot, alive, and brimming with soul. The crew strives to pay
homage to the New Orleans tradition by giving it a new audience in an
unsuspecting locale. But mostly, they just want you on your feet. Get ready
to move!

Tuesday March 22.  Indian City is a seven-piece folk-pop band captur-
ing the spirit and pulse of a vibrant Indigenous culture. Having just
released their fourth album, Code Red, this collective voice of talent shares
melodies, sound, and profound stories bringing the spirit of Canada’s
Indigenous culture to a global community. Featuring vocalists, with piano,
bass, guitar, drums, and violin, this group teaches about their culture
through song.

Thursday March 24. Sir Luc and the Dukes closes our 2022 season
with Soul, Funk, and a little bit of Motown. With a rocking five- piece
band, this ensemble is sure to make you want to dance in your seat. Billed
as a jazz fusion dance band that performs funk soul and R&B, expect to
hear the songs of Stevie Wonder and Marvin Gaye amongst other great
musicians.

We are grateful to our sponsors for the 2022 Music ‘N’ Mavens series:
Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts, The Asper Foundation, Winnipeg Arts
Council, Manitoba Arts Council, Lampe Family Fund, Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg, United Way, Winnipeg Free Press, The Jewish Post & News,
and Classic 107.

Music ‘N’ Mavens is produced by Karla Berbrayer.

Thank you to our wonderful volunteers who have helped make Music
‘N’ Mavens such a success. 

To purchase tickets online, visit www.radyjcc.com

Avi Posen on engaging young Jews through media

A screenshot of Avi Posen taken during his Limmud presentation on
March 6 during which he gave some very pertinent information about
how much time young people spend on social media 

(Continued on page 13. See “Avi Posen”.)
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Where Caring is Our Number One Concern™              

www.allseniorscare.com

We Are Here For YouEnjoy a  
Worry-Free Living

 
Life is Good!  

 
  

204.202.1863

The ONLY Secure  
Retirement Residence in Winnipeg
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prise there-
fore, that our
own Jewish

Federation is devoting a considerable effort to
trying to engage younger audiences through
such totally superficial social media as
Instagram. Hey, if you can’t persuade people to
read something that might take more than 10
seconds of their time, at least you can engage
them with pictures and videos – right?)

But, what Avi Posen and his colleagues at
Open Dor Media have been doing is offering
more than cute pictures of smiling teens, they’ve
been creating media that actually challenge
young people to think (and I know, that’s not an
easy task when you’re trying to reach someone
who spends nine hours a day on their mobile
phone).

In one of the other slides that Avi offered to his
Limmud audience, he threw out some of the
questions that Open Dor Media pose to young
people, including:

“Most North American Jews define them-
selves as ‘cultural Jews’. How do you define
yourself Jewishly? Is it your culture, nation-
ality, religion, ethnicity, family, or something else?”… whew, heavy stuff for the TikTok gen-
eration – but good on Avi for not dumbing down his message.

In an article I wrote in 2020 about what Avi is doing with Open Dor Media, I specifically
noted that I was quite impressed with a couple of videos that I saw which dealt with Israelis
and Palestinians. With apologies to Bradley Pollock, Bill Narvey and Myron Love, I think it
important to realize that trying to understand the Palestinian perspective on issues does not
necessarily make one a self-hating Jew or a “woke” liberal.

I wonder then what those three would say to the idea of discussing the Palestinian right of
return in Jewish schools around the world.  Here is something that Open Dor Media offers
as part of its education materials: An “article that describes why Palestinians have a ‘right of
return’” and “an article that contends they do not.”

After reading the articles (and I wonder how many young people could actually absorb that
kind of material when their attention spans are mostly limited to whatever is current on
Instagram), students are asked to “Think through the most salient reasons for the ‘right of
return’ and the three most salient reasons against it.”

Wow! Now that’s definitely not something I would expect to be thrown out for discussion
in most Jewish schools.

For that matter, as much as there was an interesting array of speakers at Limmud again, as
there always has been, looking over the subjects that were being offered, there wasn’t any-
thing the least bit controversial – certainly nothing that would have challenged any of the
many sacred cows that are so lovingly held by a certain number of individuals ( and I would
suggest that’s an increasingly dwindling number) within our established Jewish community.

But, inspired as I am by Avi Posen’s presentation – which dared to suggest that young Jews
need to be challenged, perhaps next year I’ll ask Limmud whether I can mount a multi-
pronged presentation which will follow up on the kinds of questions Open Dor Media poses
to younger audiences – and which will challenge individuals to think hard about what it real-
ly means to be Jewish in this day and age. Is it more than liking Jewish food and having a
sense of humour? Who knows?

For anyone interested in viewing any of the many videos Open Dor Media has created over
the years on a multitude of subjects, go to their Youtube channel: Jewish unpacked, or take
a look at their website: jewishunpacked.com.

Gray Academy student Naomi Hochman
to have bat mitzvah on 100th anniversary of very

first bat mitzvah in North American

On March 19, 12-year-old Naomi Hochman will celebrate
her bat mitzvah at Winnipeg’s Shaarey Zedek synagogue. And
while she’s the first girl in her family to have a bat mitzvah—
her older brothers had theirs, and she just took for granted she
would enjoy one too—bat mitzvahs are in fact a relatively new
phenomenon.

Naomi’s bat mitzvah actually takes place on the 100-year
anniversary of the very first one in North America. The daugh-
ter of an American reconstructionist rabbi, Judith Kaplan,
earned that distinction on March 18, 1922.

A student at Gray Academy, Naomi is the daughter of David
and Marissa Hochman and the granddaughter of Allan and
Sondra Hochman.

Avi Posen
(Continued from page 12.)

Naomi Hochman

Two of the titles available on the
Unpacked Youtube channel - among hun-
dreds of others
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Gerry Posner

The Lyons name is well
known in Manitoba, par-
ticularly in the medical

field. Just think: Dr. Ruvin
Lyons, his son Dr. Ted Lyons,
Dr. Ben Lyons and his son Dr.
Roger Lyons - all physicians.
That is quite a family medical
history. Many readers will

recall Ruvin Lyons as the go-to guy as an obstetrician;
Ted as a world renowned radiologist and a pioneer in
ultrasound; Ben Lyons, Winnipeg’s first cardiologist and
the man who established the stress test for cardiac
patients in Winnipeg; and Roger, listed in “America’s Top
Doctors from 2000 to the present” for his work in hema-
tology. Now that is serious talent. And I suppose you would not be sur-
prised to learn that they are related. Ruvin and Ben were first cousins. 

Roger Lyons is a graduate of the University of Manitoba Medical School
and is proud of it. You might not have predicted his rise to fame as, rather
than seeking  the limelight, he was content to stay in the background. The
son of Ben and Sybil (Wasserman), Roger was born in 1943 in Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan - close to where his father had a medical office in
Birch Hills. 

Roger grew up in the south end of Winnipeg, graduating from Kelvin
High School. He was what might be called an indifferent student. But, as
soon as he hit medical school, his stock appreciated.  Roger has said  that
he had a passion for medicine which has never diminished throughout his
entire life. 

Following graduation from the University of Manitoba Medical School
in 1967, he interned and was a Junior Resident in Medicine at the then
Winnipeg General Hospital,l as well as a Research Fellow at the Manitoba
Cancer Research Foundation. He and his wife Barbara then left for St.
Louis, where he became a Senior Resident in Medicine and then a Clinical
Fellow in the Department of Hematology at Washington University School
of Medicine in 1971-73, followed by a stint as a Research Fellow at the
same university from 1973-75. 

In 1975 Roger accepted an offer to become a part of the Faculty of
Medicine at the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio,
Texas. Roger remained there for five years, then his career course changed.
In 1980, he established a private medical practice with his wife Barbara ini-
tially present as both the office manager and chemo nurse. Barbara was
well qualified as she was  a graduate of the Concord Repatriation Hospital
Nursing School in Sydney, Australia. That practice, which began with
Roger and Barb, has now grown to include  45 physicians.

In 1984 and 1985 Roger  served as Chief of Hematology/Oncology
Section at both the Methodist and Humana Hospitals in San Antonio. He
later was appointed Vice-Chief and later Chief in the Department of
Medicine from 1987-1990. For 14 years (from 1983-2005), Roger was the
Chief of the Therapeutic Plasmapheresis Committee.  He was also
President of the Cancer Care Centers of South Texas for 37 years. 

His practice grew and Roger and Barb decided to join USONCOLOGY.
From 2012 to the present, he has been the Director of Hematology and the
Medical Director of Laboratory Services for USONCOLOGY,  subse-
quently for Texas Oncology as well. These groups are the largest private
practice Hematology/Oncology groups in Texas and the USA. Yes, like his
cousin Ted, Roger is still working in his field.  In short, Lyons has a major
professional history which has made him a big name in the Hematology
world. 

Moreover, Roger was affiliated with and still remains affiliated with at
least five different hospitals in the San Antonio region. Over a period of 42
years he has been active on various committees related to the field of blood,
cancer and leukemia, not to forget the multitude of other committees he has
served on over the course of his career. As well, various medical societies
and organizations have all been a component of Roger Lyons’ medical
record. 

What has also been a source of satisfaction to Roger is his ongoing
involvement in clinical research - with  95 published articles in peer
reviewed journals. And again, just like his cousin Ted, Roger has been
active in his community. He is a former member of the South Texas
Regional Blood Bank, and an editorial Board Member of ClotCare Online
Resource. As well, Lyons serves as a member of the Finance Committee of
Agudas Achim Synagogue in San Antonio and as a member of the Board
of the Hebrew Free Loan Association. It is likely not a stretch to say that at
one time his ancestors might have been on the receiving end of one of those
loans when they first came to Canada and settled in Saskatchewan. The cir-
cle would be complete. 

Roger’s and Barbara’s three kids all have followed their impressive
father. Andrew Lyons is an author, daughter Alisha, a business owner and
son Jonathan Lyons, an intellectual property lawyer. To top it off, Roger

and Barb have seven grandchildren. 

To reach the age of 78,  albeit working a reduced schedule,
yet still considered to be a star in his area of medicine, Roger
Lyons has something going for him. He would attribute some
of his success to having benefitted from the efforts of his wife
Barbara, a past president of multiple Jewish organizations,
including the Jewish Community Centre and Agudas Achim
Synagogue, as well as a member of multiple Jewish and com-
munity foundation boards, and a woman whose management
skills made Roger’s ascent possible. Roger also attributes his
growing up in Winnipeg in a nurturing and supportive envi-
ronment as having laid the groundwork for his success to this
day. He is not “Lyin”. I should know. He and I have been
friends for 75 years and he was my very first friend.

Roger Lyons: following in the family tradition

Amnesty International official is ‘opposed’
to Israel as a Jewish state

March 11, 2022 WASHINGTON (JTA) — An Amnesty International
official said that the organization is opposed to Israel continuing to exist as
a Jewish state.

“We are opposed to the idea — and this, I think, is an existential part of
the debate — that Israel should be preserved as a state for the Jewish peo-
ple,” Paul O’Brien, the human rights monitor’s U.S. director, said in a lun-
cheon this week with the Women’s National Democratic Club in
Washington D.C.

Jewish Insider first reported the remarks.
O’Brien said late Friday on Twitter that his remarks had been removed

from context, although he did not contest the quotes themselves.
“Jewish Insider’s headline claims that I and Amnesty questioned the right

of Israel to exist,” he said. “I did not and Amnesty takes no position on the
legitimacy of any state.”

O’Brien also said on Twitter that “I said that while we recognize the right
of self-determination for Jewish and Palestinian people as a basic human
right, we take no position on the legal or political solutions that any people
may take to exercise that right.”

Taking a position on whether and how an established state should contin-
ue to exist is unusual for organizations with responsibilities limited to mon-
itoring compliance with international laws governing freedoms and human
rights. O’Brien’s comments immediately drew a torrent of condemnation
from Jewish groups.

“If there was any doubt about Amnesty’s credibility as a legitimate voice
of authority, it is now abundantly clear that they are firmly entrenched in the
cadre of extremist anti-Israel provocateurs,” William Daroff, the CEO of the
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, said
Friday in an interview, Earlier he had tweeted that O’Brien’s remarks were
outrageous. “It is clear that their true vision is a Middle East without Israel
as a Jewish state.”

Jonathan Greenblatt, the CEO of the Anti-Defamation League, called on
O’Brien to apologize to Jews.

“Your obsessive, relentless focus on Israel, and the erasure of the Jewish
right to self-determination illustrates a dangerous degree of bias,” he tweet-
ed.

O’Brien also said at the event covered by Jewish Insider that he did not
believe polls that showed the vast majority of American Jews back Israel.

“I believe my gut tells me that what Jewish people in this country want is
to know that there’s a sanctuary that is a safe and sustainable place that the
Jews, the Jewish people can call home,” he said, apparently referring to a
theory advanced by a small cadre of intellectuals that imagines a binational
Jewish-Palestinian state that would act as a safe haven for Jews.

In his Twitter comments, O’Brien cited a poll that last year that showed a
substantial minority of American Jews believe Israel “is an Apartheid state.”
That poll also showed overwhelming majority support for Israel’s existence.

Jewish groups, including groups that are often critical of Israel, were espe-
cially offended by O’Brien’s assumptions about what Jews think.

“Polling shows the vast majority of American Jews, like J Street, support
Israel’s future as a democratic state and homeland for the Jewish people,” J
Street, the liberal Jewish Middle East policy group said on Twitter.
“Amnesty USA would be well-served to stick to its expertise in human
rights + international law — and not try to assess Jewish public opinion.”

Americans for Peace Now praised Amnesty’s human rights advocacy, but
also advised the group to stay within the normative bounds of a human
rights watchdog.

“Amnesty International plays an important role in documenting human
rights violations worldwide, not in interpreting public opinion or in pre-
scribing the collective conversation within America’s Jewish community,”
Ori Nir, the group’s spokesman, said in an email.

O’Brien’s remarks appear to signal a shift. In a controversial report in
January accusing Israel of practicing apartheid in the West Bank, Amnesty
was careful to remove passages before publication that would have sug-
gested that Israel itself was an apartheid state.

By

GERRY POSNER

Roger Lyons



By  MYRON LOVE

Growing up in Winnipeg, Oscar Antel recalls,
Yiddish was the every day language of our commu-
nity.  And, while there are few Yiddish speakers left

here now, Antel, who recently celebrated his 99th birthday,
has devoted much of his life to honouring the memory of
his forebears in working to preserve our ancestral lan-
guage (for those of us whose origins are in eastern Europe)
as a living language.

However, although relatively still hale and hearty though
he is – he concedes that he is looking into getting a hear-
ing aid – he has in recent years turned over  the reins of
leadership in the work of promoting Yiddish to a younger
generation including, among others, Lawrie Cherniack,
Sharon Love and Rochelle Zucker.

Antel was born in the town of Dombrovitz in Poland in
an area which is now part of Ukraine.  His father Leible,
came to Winnipeg in 1929 while the then six-year-old
Oscar, his mother, Vittle, and sister, Shirley, followed the next year.

“I spent a year in Cheder in Poland before we came to Canada,” he recalls.
“My father reasoned that once we came to Canada, I would never see the
inside of a cheder.”

The family settled in the heavily Jewish old north end.  Leible Antel first
worked a s a pedlar, selling fruits and vegetables before going to work as a
foreman at Raber Glove.   

The Antels naturally enrolled their children in the Yiddish language I.L.
Peretz Folk School -   at the time the largest Jewish school in  the commu-
nity – where Oscar made lifelong friends.  After finishing  Peretz School, he
continued his schooling at Aberdeen and Isaac Newton Schools.

In 1944, Antel enlisted in the Air Force and was shipped overseas.  He was
stationed in southern England, where he served as an aircraft mechanic with
a mobile unit.

“We lived in tents and changed locations every evening,” he recalls.  “By
day, the German  air force would take photos of our positions and the
German bombers would come at night. “

He came home again in 1945 to his wife Bella, whom he had married  just
before going overseas.

Following the war, he pursued a career in accounting.  “I wanted to be a
chartered accountant,” he says, “but the army recommended that I take a
bookkeeping course.  (The Canadian military paid for veterans to enrol in
post-graduate programs after the war.)  I worked as a public accountant for
ten years.  In the mid-1950s, with Bella’s support, and having three children
at home, I did go back to school and became a CA.”

His speciality, he notes, was analyzing financial statements and providing
clients with financial advice.

It was in his early 30s that Oscar Antel began to assume his avocation sup-
porting Yiddish language education and culture.  He succeeded Alter
Cherniack, one of the founders of the Peretz School, as chairman of the
Board of Education and then president of the school.

“Over the years, I served in all of the school’s different committees at one
time or another,” Antel says.

After the school was merged with the Talmud Torah under the aegis of the
Winnipeg Board of  Jewish Education - the two school were later combined
at the Talmud Torah location on Matheson, the still-active Peretz School
board, which had retained ownership of its last school building, sold the
facility (in 1994) and used the funds to create the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust (which is administered by the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba).   Antel remained an active trustee of the fund until about ten
years ago.

“Over the years, we have used the interest generated by our fund to pro-
mote a range of Yiddish activities,” Antel reports.  “In the early days, we
helped support Noach Witman’s long-running Jewish Radio Hour (which-

although Witman has long since left the scene - can still be
heard weekly on Sundays from 1:30-2:30 on CKJF 92.7 FM)
and still receives support from the fund.”

The fund has also funded the popular Mameloshen program
(A  Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture) from its
founding in 2008 up until 2018, along with a Yiddish Teaching
Fellowship, which facilitates  the teaching of Yiddish at the
University of Manitoba. 

In addition to his leadership in Yiddish circles,  Antel has
served our community in leadership roles  as: a member of the
largely Jewish  General Monash branch (he was vice-president
at one time) of the Royal Canadian Legion; Chairman of
Community Relations and then as Chairman of the Western
Division of Canadian Jewish Congress; and as a member of the
National Executive of Congress.  He was the last Chairman of
the Western Division and subsequently one of the founders of
the Winnipeg Jewish Community Council (the precursor to the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg) and  served on the Board and

committees of the Jewish Community Council for many years. 
Antel and Bella Antel (who passed away eight years ago)were among the

first residents of the Shaftesbury Park Retirement Residence when it first
opened He continued
his Yiddish cultural
activities after moving
into the Shaftesbury –
reading Yiddish stories
after Friday evening
services led for the first
few years by Rabbi
Shmuley Altein.

Antel gave up driving
just three years ago. He
says he is in relatively
good health.

“I find that I am doz-
ing off more often,” he
says.

“I still get around.  I
get together regularly
with my family in
Winnipeg.”

Antel is the father of
sons, Joel (in Winnipeg)
and Jack (in Montreal).
His daughter, Shelley,
in Vancouver, passed
away a few years ago.
He says proudly that he
has eight grandchildren
and ten great-grandchil-
dren.

For his birthday (on
March 1) , his family
arranged a Skype ses-
sion.  He is hopeful that
for his 100th birthday,
God willing, most of the
family will be able to
celebrate with him in
person. 
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Lifelong Yiddish advocate celebrates 99th birthday

Oscar Antel
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The Great Jewish Oligarchs' Escape: ‘The Ground Is Trembling. They Will Stream Into Israel'
As Ukraine war rages and the West tightens the screws on Russian oligarchs, many of them look to Israel to escape ■ Some already hold Israeli citi-
zenship, exactly for these kinds of circumstances ■ Billionaires will benefit from Israeli law, allowing them to hide sources of income for a 10-year
period
By SHUKI SADEH

March 11, 2022 (Haaretz) “Tonight, I
say to the Russian oligarchs and the cor-
rupt leaders who’ve bilked billions of dol-
lars off this violent regime: No more. The
United States Department of Justice is
assembling a dedicated task force to go
after the crimes of the Russian oligarchs,”
declared U.S. President Joe Biden in his
State of the Union Address on March 1.
“We’re joining with European allies to find
and seize their yachts, their luxury apart-
ments, their private jets.” Then he added
this direct warning: “We’re coming for
your ill-begotten gains.”

Biden’s declaration came as, in the wake
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine the previ-
ous week, Western countries were putting
heavy economic pressure on Russia and
on the oligarchs close to President
Vladimir Putin. Activity by Russian banks was frozen in several Western
countries, as was the ability of Russian companies to raise funds in Western
capital markets. Some of the Russian banks were banned from using
SWIFT, the international clearing system. Russian planes were forbidden
from flying in the skies of Europe, a step that was also adopted by the U.S.

These steps are already affecting the Russian economy: share prices of
large Russian corporations have plummeted in stock exchanges around the
world, and the value of the ruble has fallen sharply, triggering an increase
in the interest rate in Russia to 20 percent. Thus, it is not only oligarchs
who have begun to feel the ground shift, but also businesspeople with ties
or activity in Russia.

Israel is not obligated to any Western recommendations and has not
announced restrictions of any sort on Russian businesses – and in the
meantime, private jets from Russia have continued to land at Ben-Gurion
Airport. One jet owned by Roman Abramovich landed at Ben-Gurion on
the day after Russia’s invasion began. Nevertheless, the prevailing assess-
ment is that Israeli banks will adopt the European and American regulato-
ry rules, as has already been happening in recent years. Since the crisis
began, and all the more so since the full-scale fighting began, there has
been a noticeable increase in interest by Jewish businesspeople operating
in Russia in extracting their funds from the country.

“I am currently consulting for five businesspeople active in Russia,” says
attorney Ram A. Gamliel. “There is a sense of panic. It is unclear where
this is going. At the same time, you have to say the truth: if it were the
opposite case – if the authorities in Russia were those who were acting
against the businesspeople – they would be a great deal more frightened,”

Gamliel says that the period prior to the outbreak of the war, when harsh
economic sanctions had not yet been imposed, gave the businesspeople a
chance to properly prepare for the eventuality: “The cutoff from SWIFT
does not automatically hurt everyone; it hurts the center of investment
inside Russia. Mainly, it makes it difficult to bring in or send out money
from the country. Anyone who is smart managed to transfer funds during
the waiting period.”

The oligarchs are businesspeople who amassed their wealth following the
collapse of the Soviet Union, during the process of privatization of the
country’s natural resources, like coal, oil, gas and aluminum. “I have no
proof of the source of the wealth of each and every one of them, but in the
broad perspective – there is no clean money whose source is in Russia.
They benefited from the fruits of public corruption,” says former Meretz
lawmaker Roman Bronfman, a native of Ukraine. “This is money the
source of which is in an act of robbery perpetrated against all of the citi-
zens – of natural resources or of the state budget. The average [monthly]
pension in Russia comes to $200, and the gaps between rich and poor are
the highest in the world.”

At first, the oligarchs were aligned with Boris Yeltsin, who pinned his
hopes on them, hoping they would help turn Russia into a liberal democra-
cy. However, with Putin’s rise to power in 1999, he began using the legal
system to persecute the three oligarchs of the Yukos oil conglomerate:
Leonid Nevzlin (who has a 25 percent ownership stake in Haaretz),
Vladimir Dubov, and Mikhail Khodorkovsky. The first two fled to Israel,
whereas Khodorkovsky was given a 10-year prison sentence on charges of
theft and tax evasion.

Other oligarchs made their way out, as well. Nevertheless, there were
some who decided to maintain good connections with the Putin adminis-
tration, which intensified corruption in Russia and turned it into a country
in which crony economics ruled the day. The oligarch Mikhail Fridman, for
example, was considered in the 1990s to be an independent businessman
without links to the regime, but he got closer to the circle of oligarchs

around Putin, as did his part-
ner in the major banking
group Alfa, Petr Aven.
Fridman has Israeli citizen-
ship, too. Last week, Aven and
Fridman found themselves on
the sanctions list over their
close relationship with Putin.

Aven and Fridman’s Alfa
Group has a business partner-
ship with two other oligarchs
who are well-known in Israel
– Viktor Vekselberg and Len
Blavatnik. Vekselberg invest-
ed in Fifth Dimension, the
company headed by Defense
Minister Benny Gantz before
he went into politics, as well
as other high-tech initiatives.
Blavatnik is the owner of

Israel’s Channel 13, and previously owned the Clal Industries conglomer-
ate, which controls Nesher Cement and other companies.

Alfa Group formed a partnership with companies owned by Vekselberg
and Blavatnik called AAR, which in turn became one side of the TNK-BP
partnership, one of the largest petroleum companies in the world. In 2013,
Rosneft, the Russian government’s huge energy company, acquired the pri-
vate company for $55 billion, while BP was left with a minority holding of
only 19 percent

The enormous buyout, which was personally approved by Putin, made
Vekselberg and Blavatnik extremely wealthy. Following the buyout, AAR
announced that it was planning to reinvest most of the money in Russia.
Previously, there had been a serious commercial rivalry between BP and
AAR.

Several investigative news articles revealed how in 2008 and 2009,
authorities in Russia harassed BP managers in the country. In other words,
the AAR oligarchs received the protection of Putin’s regime. This is, in
part, why some in the West believe that Blavatnik – although he is a U.S.
citizen who left Russia at a young age (but who did return there to do busi-
ness together with Vekselberg, his friend from his school days in Moscow,
following the fall of the Iron Curtain) – is an oligarch in every sense.

His close associates are incensed by him being described as an oligarch,
stressing that Blavatnik was merely a financial partner in the oil dealings,
is not a crony of Putin’s, and that he invests the profits that he gained from
the buyout in Western countries and not in Russia, notwithstanding the
press release that was issued at the time.

According to a profile of Blavatnik that appeared in New York magazine
in 2014, Russian authorities harassed BP managers in the country in 2008
and 2009, including placing surveillance on the company’s directors. The
chief executive of TNK-BP, Robert Dudley, was frequently summoned to
appear before courts far from Moscow. After he complained about the con-
dition of his health, it was found that when he stopped eating in the com-
pany offices he felt better, which in turn raised suspicions that he was being
poisoned.

Dudley departed Moscow for Germany quite suddenly, once he realized
that policemen were heading to his apartment for a “visit.” Disagreements
among the partners continued for years afterward, until the company was
sold in 2013.

The current crisis closes the circle: Last week, BP announced the sale of
20 percent of its shares in Rosneft, as part of the international economic
sanctions that have been imposed on Russia.

Unprecedented sanctions

The sanctions that have been imposed since the start of the crisis are con-
sidered unprecedented, and raise the question of whether it is legitimate to
act against businesspeople in such a personal way. It isn’t hard to imagine
a situation in which, in the wake of an invasion by Israel of one of its neigh-
boring Arab states, a boycott is imposed on wealthy Israeli tycoons. While
it is true that when sanctions were imposed against Iran actions were taken
against private companies that were linked to the Iranian nuclear project,
including cutting them off from the SWIFT system, the notion of personal
sanctions is considered something relatively new.

In recent years, following the Russian invasion of the Crimean Peninsula,
and evidence coming to light of Russian involvement in U.S. elections,
Washington has declared sanctions against several oligarchs thought close
to Putin, including Viktor Vekselberg and the aluminum and metals mag-
nate Oleg Deripaska.

Yet it seems that the steps now being taken have raised the ante. “The
international sanctions Continued on page 17. See “Oligarchs”.)

From left: Moshe Kantor, Mikhail Fridman, Oleg Deripaska, Viktor
Vekselberg and Roman Abramovich. Credit: Stansall Ben/AFP, Sputnik/Sitdikov

Ramil/AFP, Rudakov Andrey/Bloomberg, Rudakov Andrey/ Bloomberg, Navarrete
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framework was established for the sake
of the war on terror and the struggle
against the Iranian and North Korean

nuclear programs. The Americans and the Europeans are taking it a step
further now,” says attorney Yehuda Shefer, former director of the Israel
Money Laundering and Terror Financing Prohibition Authority, which
operates as part of the Justice Ministry. “In my opinion, this is a legitimate
move insofar as it relates to authoritarian regimes that are being aided by
wealthy individuals who are unable to explain the source of their wealth.”

According to several experts, the personal sanctions on oligarchs have
two intertwined objectives: exerting pressure on them in the hopes that this
will in turn be placed on Putin; and exerting direct economic pressure on
Putin himself, who is on paper not at all a wealthy person, because his
assets are evidently in the hands of those close to him. “Personal sanctions
against oligarchs are likely to be more effective than the broad steps being
taken against the Russian economy, such as the matter of the SWIFT sys-
tem,” says Shefer. “We are already seeing several oligarchs who are trying
to make a compromise or who are declaring a spirit of reconciliation.”

Alex Tenzer, a social activist among immigrants from the former Soviet
Union, says: “The fury of oligarchs in Russia is much more dangerous to
Putin than opposition activist Alexei Navalny is. People always know how
wars begin, but not how they end. In my estimation, this is the first time in
22 years that there is a chance for change in Russia.”

Nevertheless, others believe that it is still too early to know the extent and
significance of any “oligarch revolt” against Putin. After the decapitation
of the Yukos group soon after Putin took power, the oligarchs have not
voiced any public criticism of him. Oligarch Mikhail Fridman, who owns
the Alfa Group banking conglomerate, may have published a letter in the
Financial Times calling for peace; Abramovich may have announced that
he would try to be a mediator; and Deripaska may have expressed concern
for the situation of the economy in Russia – but none of them has come out
with any profound criticism of Putin himself.

'Perhaps these times will induce some self-examination, in light of the
links between the Israeli political elite and the oligarchs'

Fridman recently held a press conference in London in which he reiterat-
ed the messages of his Financial Times op-ed, but he refused to make an
explicit condemnation. “It’s a very sensitive issue. We have dozens of part-
ners and I do not have a right to put all of them at risk,” Fridman told
reporters.

“If I make any political statement that is unacceptable in Russia it will
have very clear implications for the company, for our customers, for our
creditors, for our stakeholders. I do not have a right to push on that situa-
tion,” Fridman said. “They should not suffer, all these hundreds of thou-
sands of people, just because I voice an opinion.”

Links between Israeli politicians and  oligarchs

Amid all the recent developments, it seems that the recommendation of
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid to the other members of the cabinet – that they
should refuse any oligarchs’ request for assistance in evading sanctions –
did not garner any special attention. It may be that the warning had partic-
ular significance: seated around the cabinet table are several ministers with
links to oligarchs.

There’s Benny Gantz, who prior to his entering politics was chairman of
Fifth Dimension, a start-up that developed artificial intelligence systems
for military, governmental and civil intelligence applications. One of his
investors was Vekselberg, and one reason for the collapse of the company
is sanctions that the U.S. Treasury Department imposed on Vekselberg in
2018.

Finance Minister Avigdor Lieberman is known for his links with the
administration in Russia and his many years of close contact with various
oligarchs. One of these is Michael Cherney, who owns quite a bit of Israeli
real estate, including an apartment in a luxury tower in Tel Aviv that is reg-
istered in the name of companies registered in Cyprus. In 2018, an inves-
tigative piece on Israel’s Channel 13 news revealed that Lieberman had in
1998 (when he was not holding any public position) received $3 million
from the government in Russia, with the aim of helping to lower the ruble
exchange rate in order to save an Austrian bank. (Lieberman contended that
this was “fake news.”)

Housing Minister Ze’ev Elkin is associated with several oligarchs who
helped him by providing loan guarantees when he ran for mayor of
Jerusalem in 2018. Among those who provided guarantees to Elkin are the
oligarchs Temur Ben Yehuda (aka Temur Khikhinashvili), who serves as
chairman of the Israeli- Russian Business Council, Yuri Zablonsky and Lev
Kenago. Ben Yehuda, a former partner in the power station in Be’er Tuvia
together with the oligarch Boris Lozhkin, was at that time visiting Israel
together with the then-deputy prime minister of Russia, Maxim Akimov.
According to Elkin, not a single one of those who provided his loan guar-
antees is associated with Putin. “Lapid is correct in his recommendation,”
Elkin has said. Elkin also received contributions from the oligarchs
Vladimir Gusinsky and Mikhael Mirilashvili.

On two occasions, in 2008 and 2012, Justice Minister Gideon Sa’ar

received contributions from Gusinsky in the Likud primaries. Between
these two primaries, when he served as education minister, Sa’ar appealed
to the Population and Immigration Authority to come to his assistance,
beyond the letter of the law, and issue a passport to Gusinsky, as reported
by Israel’s Channel 14. The general- director of the Housing Ministry,
Aviad Friedman, formerly managed Gusinsky’s business interests in
Israel.

“Perhaps these times will induce some self-examination, in light of the
links between the Israeli political elite and the oligarchs,” says Shefer.
“Vekselberg, for example, has gotten into trouble involving corruption
affairs, and he is close to Putin. In the Fifth Dimension affair, there was a
focus on suspicions of criminal actions relating to the bidding, but there
was also something else important there – an oligarch close to Putin might
have received access to Israel Police intelligence, through his contact with
a former army chief of staff, Gantz. Lieberman received the gift of $3 mil-
lion in 1998 in order to lower the rate of the ruble, and now he is in charge
of the money that flows through Israel, and is connected with Cherney and
with other oligarchs.”

In the meantime, it seems all of the signs are pointing toward oli-
garchs returning to Israel. Many of them hold Israeli citizenship, part-
ly for these sorts of circumstances. They are likely to benefit from the
so-called Milchan Law, which established that returning residents or
new immigrants do not have to report on their source of income for a
10-year period.

“Businesspeople will stream into Israel,” says one individual who advis-
es oligarchs. “In the wake of the American sanctions following the annex-
ation of the Crimean Peninsula, there was a flow of businesspeople to
Israel, which was followed by a certain ebbing of the flow. Abramovich, for
instance, also has Portuguese citizenship. It seems as if Israel was already
becoming less attractive to many of them. Now, a long line of Russian busi-
nesspeople, whose worth is in the billions of dollars, will arrive and will
buy homes there. Personal sanctions against people like Fridman and his
partner Petr Aven are something that people in this community did not
think would happen. The ground in Europe is shifting below their feet, and
it will be felt in Israel.”

Dodging sanctions

It’s still too early to know what effect the sanctions will have. Aside from
the steps that have been announced, it would seemingly be a Sisyphean task
to home in on capital stored away in tax havens around the world. In
Panamanian documents leaked in 2016, it was revealed that individuals
close to Putin had carried out transfers of funds amounting to some $2 bil-
lion in tax havens – and that was only one example of the oligarchs’ use of
tax havens.

The Ukrainian oligarch Igor Kolomoisky, who holds Israeli citizenship
and was previously close with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
before relations between them soured, was sued in Israel in 2019 by a
Ukrainian government bank that had been nationalized. The lawsuit was
based on a claim that Kolomoisky and his partner stole some 2 billion
shekels from the bank, an allegation they deny. The introduction-of-evi-
dence hearings in the case have not yet begun, partly because EBN & Co.,
the Israeli law firm that is representing the governmental bank of Ukraine,
was preoccupied for two years with coming up with documents in Ukraine.
In a petition recently filed with the court, the attorneys describe how their
emissaries made the journey to office buildings on the island of Jersey, a
tax haven in the English Channel, in order to locate the representative of a
front organization connected with the Ukrainian oligarch.

Another way to extricate capital is through real estate, a practice that is
well known to oligarchs in both Israel and the United Kingdom.
“Oftentimes, on the property registration of homes of the oligarchs, their
own name is not written, but rather that of a company in some sort of tax
haven, because they are trying to conceal their assets,” says Roy Agagny,
the co-CEO of Megiddo Financial Solutions. “In the case of a bank or pub-
lic corporation, the sanctions are effective, but the authorities in the West
will have a difficult time putting their hands on a sizable share of the assets,
because of the camouflaged registration of asset ownership through the use
of anonymous companies, which makes it difficult to identify the final ben-
eficiary.”

If tax havens and real estate are practical locations for the funds of oli-
garchs, then philanthropy and contributions to academic, cultural, and
other public institutions are a mechanism that is intended to protect their
good name in the public arena. It may be that the war will change this sit-
uation, as well.

The Guardian reported last week on pressure being brought to bear on the
Tate Gallery in London to remove Vekselberg from its roster of trustees, on
which he appears in large part due to his past contributions. In the wake of
the 2018 sanctions, Vekselberg no longer serves on the board of directors
of MIT in the U.S.

Among the Jewish Israeli oligarchs, philanthropy plays a significant role,
as well. Over the past 20 years, oligarchs have been heading public institu-
tions in Russia and other former Soviet countries, in organizations called
the Jewish-Russian
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Ed. note: We last ran an exccerpt from David Topper’s seven-part series
in which he imagines what a meeting between two of the most famous Jews
of all time, Albert Einstein and Franz Kafka, might have been like, in our
Feb. 2 issue. We apologize for not having run a further excerpt until this
issue, but space constraints got in the way. As David noted in his introduc-
tion to the first part of the story, this “story is based on the fact that two of
the most famous Jews of the last century – perhaps the most famous (if you
include Sigmund Freud) – met in Prague when Einstein was teaching at the
German University (1911-1912).”

This story of Einstein and Kafka in Prague continues with their conver-
sations in October 1911 and January 1912 in Fanta’s salon.  

*   *   *
In the same corner of the same room of Fanta’s

salon, an evening in October, 1911. Albert is in his
same plaid, even more rumpled suit, with a soft
collar and black tie; and Franz is in the neatly-
pressed navy suit, with a rounded collar and light
grey tie.

——I see Franz, that you have come to this next
meeting. You’re again a bit late, so we don’t have
much time to talk. But I did want to ask you about
which synagogue you went to for the Kol Nidre

service? 
——I went to Altneu, and in the end I realized I should have gone to

Pinkus. I find the Judaism there more deeply stirring. Maybe next year I’ll
go there.

——My guess is that next year, as you sit through the Pinkus service,
you’ll be sorry you didn’t go to the Altneu. I think that’s your nature. The
other one, the one you didn’t choose – always looks better. And because of
this you’ll never be happy and settled.

——Well, Albert. Is this your prognosis?  I didn’t think you believed in
fortune telling. Reading tea leaves and such.

——But, it’s not tea leaves that are my source of information. Listen to
what you have been telling me since we met. All your contradictory behav-
iour. Contradictory idea? You’re a walking paradox Franz. Yes?  

——Maybe… but, in fact, Albert, I came to this meeting to talk to you
about the Steiner lecture at the last one. I was impressed at how you called
him down, correcting him about non-Euclidean geometry. I was quite
impressed – and I’m not easily impressed, as I think you know. 

——Well, he didn’t know what he was talking about, trying to use a
branch of mathematics to buttress his nonsense about so-called “occult
physiology.”  It very much astonishes me to see the claptrap that some peo-
ple believe. I was deeply disappointed to see so many here listening in awe
at his words. They are living in the past, as if there were no present.

——Well, you made your viewpoint quite clear, I must say. But some
people are looking for meaning in their lives beyond the everyday, mundane
world. 

——Do you mean that you believe what he was saying?
——Let me, um, explain it this way. I have had some episodes of what I

would call clairvoyance with my dreams, and I’m curious to know if this
means something that I should explore further. And I’m not talking about
tea leaves. 

——Well Franz, first let me tell you this. Tea leaves or not, by the laws of
statistics alone, such episodes are probable and even common. Don’t read
too much into such things. For example, for every dream you have that
comes true, there are hundreds that don’t. See my point?

——Yes, interesting. I wish I had known that before.
——Before what?
——Well, um, Albert, I made an appointment with Dr. Steiner in his hotel

room. And we had a session – I think that’s what they call it. I was rather
enthralled at his speech here last time. Well, actually, not with what he said
but primarily with how he said it. Waving his arms and talking to his hands
in long drawn-out sentences without periods – I believe that I never saw or
heard anything quite like it before. Never. I wish I could write like that. 

——Yes, his talk was quite bizarre in delivery, but I found him more
remote than enthralling. What was he like in your, uh, session, if I may ask?

——Well, Albert, I told him about my obsession with literature and my
impossibility of reconciling it with my daily work as a lawyer. The contra-
diction, as you know.  Plus, for some reason, I was hoping that by joining a
movement, such as theosophy, I would acquire a sense of belonging to
something and this would help give my life some meaning. But I realized
as I was talking to him, that such a move would be counterproductive, since
it would add a third element into my life that would compete with the other
two. I said all this to him. It just all came out. I don’t know why.  

——Did Steiner respond? 
——Yes, well, sort of. Um, you see, he had a very bad head cold, and –

oh, he listened all right, attentively, it seemed – and even nodded his head
occasionally, as if he were processing all that I was saying. Yes, he did. He
did that.

——And? Franz? And?

——Since his nose was running, he took out his handkerchief and kept
working it deep into his nose, one finger at a time in each nostril.

——And? That’s it Franz? 
—— Albert, do you want to see something funny?  Have you seen this

Yiddish theatre troupe that is in town at the Café Savoy?  They act as if they
never left the shtetl. 

——I guess this is the next topic, eh? Okay, well, the troupe probably
came right from a shtetl in Eastern Europe. I have had a few cases of see-
ing a bit of Yiddish Theatre, and I find it rather chaotic, to say the least.
Plus, I feel they are living in the past – a sort of secular version of extreme
Orthodox Judaism.  

——Well, secular they are. Yes, nothing pious about them – with their
bawdy humour. I generally don’t like crude jokes, but the innocent and
almost naive way they present themselves, I can excuse them on this.

——Ah, I have a weakness for raw jokes. Have you heard the story of the
two―

——Oh Albert, the speaker is starting, and we should retire to the next
room. See you next time – if I come.

——Sure, Franz. (“Um, I keep saying the same thing. I’ve never met a
person quite like him, that’s for sure,” Albert mumbles to himself, as he fol-
lows Franz into the next room.) 

*   *   *
In the same corner of the same room of Fanta’s salon, an evening in

January, 1912. Albert is in his same plaid, now very rumpled suit, with a
soft collar and black tie; and Franz is in a neatly-pressed grey suit, with a
rounded collar and light grey tie.

——Well Franz, you’re here. Late, but here. I haven’t seen you since the
October meeting. You missed my lecture on Spinoza last time. Were you
busy with other things?

——Yes, work, of course. But I was very active with the Yiddish theatre
troupe I told you about. I helped organize shows, wrote publicity items, and
more. It took up much of my spare time – the little I have, as you know. I
am sorry to see them go, but I do need the extra time for my writing.

——You were very much taken with them, weren’t you?
——Yes, they were a source of my reengagement with Judaism in a very

positive way. As you know I’m rather detached from synagogue Judaism;
perhaps because I associate it with my father – although he only went once
a year on the Holydays. And I’m still not committed to the Zionism spewed
here, mainly by Hugo. And, of course, my friend Max. But the Yiddish the-
atre crowd exuded a sense of community, a warmth of spirit, a spontaneous
life, such as I never experienced before. I was driven to read the works of
Shalom Aleichem, Hebrew poets such as Bialik, started Graetz’s History.
Even practiced my Hebrew. Indeed, one night, while falling asleep, I fanta-
sized that I was a little boy from a shtetl living in poverty, amid the bleak
precarious world – but still happily playing with other children as we made
up games with the minimal bits and pieces at hand.  

——Franz, you are idealizing that life. They lived an unsafe existence in
shacks surrounded by mud. But that was not the worst of it. Think of all the
pogroms of the last several decades.   

——Albert, I’m contrasting the boring and tedious chatter of this Jewish
salon with the lively and entertaining time I spent with those Yiddish Jews.
I’ll never get over it, believe me.

——Probably not. Sorry that you have to return to me and the other
dullards in this group. But I can’t say that you didn’t warn me. The first time
we met, I recall that you said you seldom came here because the theoretical
discussions were not stimulating. But look how often you still came, since
that first meeting. Was it me you came for – or am I being presumptuous? 

——That’s a good question, Albert.
——Oh no, here we go again. … Let’s change the topic, yes?
——Yes, we will. … When I came into the room, you looked very pleased

with yourself tonight, Albert. Getting along better with your wife? Is that it?
——You don’t – as they say – beat around the bush, Franz. Well, since

you ask: yes & no. I am pleased but it has nothing to do with Mileva, who’s
as unhappy as ever. But my physics is going well. I’ve been trying to intro-
duce gravity into my theory of relativity and am now able to make a pre-
diction from this new formulation. In essence, I predict that gravity will
bend light. 

——Albert, if I can recall my science study, gravity attracts everything.
So why not light? Didn’t Newton say this? You know, Newton’s laws and
such, as you mentioned on a previous time we met.

——Very perceptive, Franz. You’re right. I should have been more spe-
cific. What my theory predicts is a different amount of bending – an extra
quantity, you might say. And, if true, it means that my theory is deeper than
Newton’s. 

——Did this digging deeper, as you say, require a lot of work – you know,
intellectual sweat, you might say?

——Let me put it this way, Franz. Outside the window of my office at the
University I look down on a very pleasant park where people sit and stroll
all day, in nice weather. But early on, I noticed something strange going on.
In, say, the morn-
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By KEN KAPP
Early Sunday morning in the summer, Joey walked from home plate

down the first base line looking to both sides. Three hundred feet out he
turned and walked back to home plate. He squinted, shielding his eyes from
the rising sun and shuffled to the backstop. After dragging his foot along the
waist-high plywood barrier, he returned to home plate and started out down
the third base line. By this time the sun, lifting the overnight moisture from
the grass, caused a fog over the outfield and Joey would be slowly swal-
lowed by the fog as he drifted into left field.

***
He remembered his mother telling him, “We’re new here, Joey, and I’ve

been told there are some boys in other neighborhoods who play rough.
Please stay nearby; I’m sure there’re plenty of children you could play with
in our schoolyard down the block.”

Joey had promised but crossed his fingers behind his back. What good is
a new glove if I can’t show it off? Billy, one of the kids in his class, told him
that on the other side of the highway there was a park with three big dirt
baseball fields. “I’ve been there on the weekend and they even play hard-
ball. And ain’t your new mitt for hardball?” 

He had drawn him a map, double-lining the pedestrian bridge over the
highway. “It’s a blast watching the cars speed underneath. Some got their
tops down; makes you want to spit. But my mom said it can cause an acci-
dent and if you get caught, they can put you away for the rest of your life.
I’m not a chicken, but it doesn’t seem worth it. Yeah, hardball. They only
let you play softball in this dumb school; probably afraid you’d hit a liner
through someone’s front window. B L O S H!” Billy had punched his fist
and yelled “B L O S H” one more time.

No way am I going to stay in this crummy neighborhood; I put on my Joe
DiMaggio jersey special this morning, # 5 on the back!

Joey had looked at Billy’s map so often he could peddle it in his sleep. He
was at the park before 10 and biked around from one field to another won-
dering where all the kids were, forgetting it was Sunday and not realizing
that most of the kids were in church with their family.

In the most remote field, he saw three kids listlessly tossing a hardball
back and forth. One didn’t have a glove and seemed more interested in the
cigarette he was smoking. Joey watched. They had to be a couple of years
older than him. He was thinking maybe he should go home when one of
them waved him over. He wheeled his bike to the bench on the first-base
side.

“Hey, kid. You new here? Haven’t seen you before.” 
Another kid spun him around. “Number 5 and Yankee stripes. You think

you’re Joe DiMaggio or something?”
“Well my name is Joey and my mother thought it was rather cute.”
Two of the boys started to tease: “His mother thinks it’s cute.” “No, rather

cute.” “I bet his mother’s cute.”
The one smoking flicked his cigarette butt at him and said, “Hey, let’s see

if cutie here can catch. Go out there to short and I’ll toss you some balls.”
The other two walked over to his bike, circled it, and then started kicking

the tires. “New Jew bike I bet.” “Ah, they forgot to clip the grips. Give me
your knife, Butch. I’ll go easy, cut the tassels.  Maybe they’ll grow back if
he doesn’t play with them too much.”

Joey had to run after the first toss, deliberately thrown to centerfield.
When he ran it back, he saw what was happening.

“Hey, that’s my bike. What are you doing?”
The cigarette smoker cleared his throat and spat at his feet. “Making it a

Kike-bike, you’re Jewish, ain’t you?”
Joey remembered what his father had told him. “You should never be

ashamed of being Jewish. In America, we’re all equal.” 
He swallowed. “Hey, you can’t do that. It’s my bike.”
“Like I said – Kike-bike. I think it’s time for batting practice. Butch, get

the bats, time to practice.”
Butch grabbed two bats leaning against the backstop and returned laugh-

ing. “Jack, hold the kid. You’ll get your turn.” He tossed one of the bats to
the smoker. One took on the front of the bike, the other the back, smashing
the spokes and tires.

Joey was crying, “Stop, you can’t do that. It was a Bar Mitzvah present.”
Butch cackled, “What’d I tell you. He’s a Kike.” He pointed to his nose.

“They all got big noses so they can smell our money.”
Joey broke free and tried to wrest the bike off the ground. 
Butch laughed. “I think the Jew-boy wants a turn at bat. Here,” he tossed

the bat to Jack, “you give him couple of good whacks. Fuckin’ Christ-
killers!”

Jack danced around, hitting Joey first in the shins and then on his arms.
Cigarette-man pushed him aside and said, “OK, guys, let me show you how
to hit a home run.”

There was a loud crack, Joey fell to the ground, blood flowing from his
ears and mouth.

Jack and Butch stopped and stared. “Fuck, what did you do that for? Kid
looks dead for sure.”

“No problem. You two grab the bike; I’ll drag the kid. Creeks back there
ten yards. Allie-oop behind the cattails and we’re out of here. I was going
to visit my cousin in Phillie anyhow. You two, just keep shut!”

Later that afternoon, people at a church picnic found his body while look-
ing for a foul ball. 

Joey’s mother had called the police when he hadn’t returned for lunch. By
suppertime, the local precinct had put the two pieces of information togeth-
er.

***
People say you can see Joey on the field early Sunday mornings looking

for his baseball glove which was never recovered.

Prejudice hurts and continues to hurt. It never lets go and haunts forever.
Little kids should be spared such experiences.
Ken Kapp is a short story writer from Milwaukee who now has a collections
of his short stories on Amazon, along with a novel titled “Trail of Tears”.

Congress in various geographical loca-
tions, in parallel with the infusion of
contributions to a variety of organiza-
tions.

Mikhael Mirilashvili, for instance, is president of the Euro-Asian Jewish
Congress. The nature of his relationship with Putin is not entirely clear: on
the one hand he was imprisoned in a Russian prison for eight years while
Putin was president, in the first decade of the millennium. On the other
hand, he comes from St. Petersburg, too, and he knew Putin back when the
president was the city’s deputy mayor. During the past decade, Mirilashvili
was present on two occasions when Putin visited Israel – in 2012 and in
2020, when Putin dedicated monuments related to Russian heritage.

In the distant past, Mirilashvili was also the employer of one Yevgeny
Prigozhin, who managed a restaurant owned by Mirilashvili. Prigozhin,
who is also known as “Putin’s chef,” was connected with the Wagner
Group private militia that was sent to Ukraine on missions to liquidate tar-
geted enemies on Putin’s behalf. Nevertheless, figures close to Mirilashvili
stress that the two men have not been in contact for many years.

Mirilashvili has extensive business interests in St. Petersburg to this day
through the Petro-Mir holding company, which is active in the fields of
infrastructure, real estate and pharmaceuticals. Mirilashvili, whose son
Isaac is a millionaire in his own right and the owner of Israel’s
Channel 14, maintains good relations with the Israeli ruling elite,
including former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Shas leader
Arye Dery, and former Mossad director Yossi Cohen.

Mirilashvili is also a heavy contributor to Yad Vashem, Israel’s official
Holocaust memorial center, which has a research institute named for his
father. The recent scandal over reports that Yad Vashem had lobbied
Washington to refrain from placing sanctions on Abramovich was a
reminder of the problematic aspect of this philanthropy. Abramovich is not
yet on the sanctions list, and he denies any close association with Putin.
Still, it seems as if he is preparing for such an eventuality, and he has decid-
ed to sell Chelsea FC, the British football club, evidently out of concern
that economic sanctions against him would have a negative effect on the
team. He has also reportedly begun to sell assets that he owns in London.

Late last month, it was revealed on Israel’s Channel 12 that Yad Vashem
had approached the U.S. ambassador to Israel, Thomas Nides, with a
request that sanctions not be imposed on Abramovich. This news follows
another bit of fresh information: that the oligarch has made a contribution
to the museum amounting to tens of millions of dollars. “These contribu-
tions are the buying of connections – it is precisely for these events that the
sanctions are happening now,” says Bronfman.

Another oligarch considered close to Putin and who contributes to Yad
Vashem is the president of the European Jewish Congress,  Viatcheslav
Moshe Kantor. Kantor’s wealth was amassed following the breakup of the
Soviet Union, thanks to his taking over of the extensive fertilizer industry.
He has a controlling interest in Acron Group, which is traded on the
London and Russian exchanges. Its share prices have been sharply down
this month. Kantor is the head of a body called the World Holocaust Forum
that underwrote the events marking 75 years since the end of World War II,
which were held at Yad Vashem in January 2020. At the central event, Putin
generated a public scandal by making incorrect statements that supported
his own historical narrative of the war. Film clips with incorrect data were
displayed on the screen, and it was unclear who was behind them. Yad
Vashem Museum subsequently issued an official apology.

Kantor is the mysterious “Kafka” referenced in a major dispute between
Israeli automobile importers Michael Levy and Rami Ungar involving the
import of Kia vehicles. The disagreement is scheduled to be addressed next
month in the Supreme Court, in the wake of Levy’s appeal of a district
court verdict in Ungar’s favor. One character who plays a role in the dis-
pute is a corporate spy named Aviram Halevy, formerly a high-ranking
member of the defense establishment who switched sides, first working for
Levy and then for Ungar.

Halevi was recorded by Ungar’s people talking about work he’d done
against a mysterious oli-

Oligarchs
(Continued from page 17.)

A turn at bat - a story that might shock you

Continued on page 20. See “Oligarchs”.)
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The West is selling out to Iran to lower gas prices
Part of the reason for the rush to re-enter a pact that will guarantee that Tehran gets a nuclear weapon is to put Iranian oil on
the market. That’s a disaster for everyone.

(March 11, 2022 / JNS) Like politics, wars
can make for strange bedfellows. In the Second
World War, even a staunch anti-Communist like
Winston Churchill saw no problem with an
alliance with the Soviet Union. Making common
cause with a totalitarian state led by a mass mur-
derer like Josef Stalin was difficult to swallow,
and would lead to future tragedies. But with the
future of civilization at stake in 1941, Churchill

had to embrace the Soviets so as to defeat a more immediate threat: Nazi
Germany. As he put it at the time, “If Hitler invaded hell, I would make at
least a favorable reference to the Devil in the House of Commons.”

According to the Biden administration, the United States is now in a sim-
ilar position. With no end in sight to the Russian invasion of Ukraine and
the suffering this unprovoked war is causing continuing to grow, Western
powers are struggling to come up with a response that doesn’t involve
NATO forces going into combat against a nuclear power.

But President Joe Biden isn’t taking a page out of Churchill’s book to
build an alliance that will defeat Russia’s authoritarian leader Vladimir
Putin. Nor is he implementing a strategy that will do real damage to Putin’s
alliance with China—a budding superpower that is an even more danger-
ous rogue regime. Instead, Biden seems to be primarily interested in sav-
ing his own political skin by making deals with terrorist and dictatorial
regimes because that might lower American gas prices. Washington is sell-
ing out American allies like Israel in the Middle East and elsewhere mere-
ly to combat the record inflation that has grown on Biden’s watch and
which is likely to lead to an epic midterm congressional defeat for the
Democrats.

Doing nothing but enacting even the most severe economic sanctions—
and sending arms and humanitarian aid to the embattled Ukrainians—isn’t
terribly satisfying, especially with the public outrage growing about the sit-
uation. That’s why the administration is looking around the world attempt-
ing to peel away some of the Russians’ few allies in an attempt to somehow
further isolate Moscow.

That was the conceit behind the recent not-so-secret visit of senior
American officials to Venezuela. Their goal was, in the words of an AP
report, to “unfreeze relations” between the dictatorial Socialist regime led
by Nicolás Maduro and the United States to help get Venezuelan oil back
on the market so as to reduce the impact of the administration’s decision to
ban the importation of the vital resource from Russia. While two
Americans were released from prison by Maduro’s government, there is no
sign that he is willing to abandon his alliance with Russian President
Vladimir Putin. Nor is there any reason to think that anything that could
happen in South America would have the slightest impact on the struggle
in Eastern Europe.

At the same time, the United States was also hoping that a new nuclear
accord with Iran, which will be merely a far more feeble version of the
already dangerously weak 2015 Iran nuclear deal, would soon be complet-
ed. That may be on hold for the moment as Russia is seeking an exemption
for its trade with Iran in the sanctions the West has placed on it. But no one
should underestimate the determination of the administration to appease
Iran, so it would be foolish to think that foreign-policy officials will not
continue to push for a new accord.

While it boggles the imagination to think of how enriching and empow-
ering the world’s leading state sponsor of international terrorism will make
anyone safer, the war in Ukraine has provided another rationale for Biden’s
appeasement policy. Washington believes that bringing Iran back into the
community of nations—and its considerable oil reserves back onto the
market—will also help the effort to isolate Russia, whose main national
asset other than its nuclear arsenal is its vast supplies of oil and natural gas.

The point being is that if you think stopping Putin’s criminal aggression
in Ukraine is the world’s top priority, then moral compromises are going to
be necessary. And if that means holding our noses and doing business with
Maduro or Tehran’s murderous theocrats, then that is what must be done.

But there’s more at work here than realpolitik. Unlike the alliance with
the Soviet Union that ensured that the Allies would eventually defeat
Hitler, doing business with Venezuela and Iran will do little or nothing to
halt the slaughter in Ukraine.

A serious approach to stopping Russia would be rooted in the recognition
that American efforts to cozy up to rogue regimes like Russia, China and
Iran have to end. As Eli Lake outlines in a cogent analysis of the situation
in Commentary magazine, that would mean understanding that such coun-
tries are a threat to the entire community of nations. Stopping them from
gaining ascendancy—let alone preventing future Ukraine wars—involves,
among other things, committing to disentangling the American and
Chinese economies, and altering the international system to build an alter-
native to a United Nations that is unable to defend the rule of law or pre-
vent itself from becoming hostage to dictatorial and anti-Semitic govern-
ments whose goals are antithetical to the idea of collective security or
world peace.

But Biden is about as likely to rethink the Democratic Party’s devotion to
multilateralism and the United Nations as he is to defy his party’s leftist
base on any other issues.

The administration would like to halt the unfolding tragedy in Ukraine.
To its credit, it is not so foolish as to listen to the delusional advice of those
who want NATO to become a combatant in the war by imposing a no-fly
zone that would have unknowable and likely catastrophic consequences.
The grim truth is that after cutting the Russians off from the international
economy and sending armaments, Washington has likely done all it could
reasonably hope to help Ukrainians, who are bravely resisting the Russian
onslaught. But if Putin is truly determined to get his way by any means pos-
sible, then he continues to hold all the cards.

Still, it’s time to stop the pretense that outreach to Venezuela or Iran is
really about Russia.

With respect to Venezuela, it’s a tragic abandonment of the already belea-
guered democracy movement in that country that has been as thoroughly
squelched by the leftist regime as anything Putin has done in Russia or
would like to do in Ukraine.

With respect to Iran, the rush to get their oil on the market is more than
a betrayal of principle that won’t help democracy in Ukraine or anywhere
else. It’s a sellout of American security interests, as well as allies like Israel
and the Arab states that are directly threatened by an accord that doesn’t put
off an Iranian nuclear weapon so much as it guarantees that Tehran will get
one at the end of the decade or sooner. As Gabriel Noronha details in an
article in Tablet, the new deal is “much, much worse” in terms of its
appeasement of Iranian terror, in addition to failing to accomplish the
pact’s stated goal of preventing this fanatical Islamist regime from becom-
ing a nuclear power.

The current rush to implement this disgraceful measure is rooted in
Biden’s political woes. The record inflation ravaging American households
is the fruit of his failed policies that downgraded American oil produc-
tion—not just the recent spike in gas prices caused by sanctions on Russia.
But what he’s doing now is creating an existential threat to Israel and other
Iranian targets merely in order to try and keep the prices at the pump from
going any higher while pretending that it will stop the bloodshed in
Ukraine.

It’s difficult to imagine a more cynical or destructive policy than one that
endangers friends merely in order to boost the president’s political stand-
ing at home. Much as Americans want to put a lid on gas prices, to buy that
outcome by appeasing Iran is an immoral abandonment of American inter-
ests and obligations that won’t aid Ukraine or stop Putin.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor-in-chief of JNS (Jewish News Syndicate).
Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.

garch with the code name “Kafka.” In
During court proceedings, it emerged
that before switching sides, Halevi, had

refused to sign an affidavit in Levy’s favor, partly because he was afraid
Ungar would pass on information to “Kafka” showing that Halevi had
acted against him. 

“Is Kafka a person who is liable to murder you?” Halevi was asked on
the witness stand. “That is what I was afraid of, yes,” Halevi responded.
Similar statements were made in a recorded conversation that was played
for the court in which Halevi’s wife said she was afraid that her husband’s
head “would be inside a crate.” Associates of Ungar have previously told
TheMarker that fears of the danger posed by “Kafka” were all in Halevi’s
mind.

A spokesperson for the European Jewish Congress stated that “Kantor, as
president of the European Jewish Congress, is currently engaged in rescu-
ing and aiding Jews from Ukraine. As a British citizen, and as someone
who has lived in Europe for over 30 years, he is not concerned with per-
sonal matters; he is solely concerned with the Jews of Ukraine.” Regarding
the identification of Kantor as “Kafka,” the spokesperson said, “This con-
nection is highly absurd.”

Oligarchs
(Continued from page 19.)
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JONATHAN S. TOBIN

Nuclear negotiations between Iran and world
powers placed on pause

U.S. State Department spokesperson Ned Price had said that a new
agreement was “close,” adding that “it’s really down to a very small
number of outstanding issues.”

(March 11, 2022 / JNS) Nuclear negotiations between Iran and world
powers were suspended on Friday after Russia reportedly upended the
talks by raising objections to its participation while under U.S. sanctions
over its invasion of Ukraine, reported The Washington Post.

Josep Borrell Fontelles, the High Representative of the E.U. for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, wrote on Twitter that the talks in Vienna have
been placed on “pause,” citing “external factors.”
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Erica Goodman / Harpist

Growing up,
I never

knew any bud-
ding young
m u s i c i a n ( s )
who studied the
harp.

So when I
think about the

harp, the first person in my mind’s eye is
Harpo Marx, the vaudevillian silent film
star. Though he admitted that “he played it
the wrong way,” according to imdb.com,
he taught himself well enough that when
“he took proper lessons from various
harpists and music teachers in New York
and Los Angeles,” many were fascinated
by his approach and even adopted his unconventional techniques.

It was our friend/neighbour Sheila Katz Levine, who first told me about
Canadian Jewish harpist Erica Goodman. Writing in allmusic.com , Robert
Cummings said she is “arguably the most prominent Canadian harpist of
her generation, and easily among the top several from North America. Her
technique is all-encompassing and her interpretive skills incisive and imag-
inative.”

She was very much part of a musical family. Her father, Hyman
Goodman, also Toronto-and-Jewish-born, was an acclaimed violinist and
teacher who studied with Vladimir Graffman, Kathleen Parlow and
William Primrose. He played with many ensembles and was the Toronto
Symphony Orchestra’s well-respected concertmaster from 1948-67.

Born on January 19, 1948, young Erica took piano lessons with Myrtle
Guerrero at 10, and at 11 started to learn the concert chromatic harp. A
teenage performer, she confirmed “she played under the baton of Igor
Stravinsky when he recorded in Toronto.” Her teachers included Judy
Loman from 1958-65 at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto; sum-
mer sessions with Charles Kleinsteuber at Interlochen in Michigan from
1959-65; and Carol Baum at UCLA from 1966-67. She studied with
Marilyn Costello at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, PA from
1967-69, and performed as a soloist with the Philadelphia Orchestra.

After graduation, she joined the newly-created National Arts Centre
Orchestra in Ottawa under Mario Bernardi, who “gave her the honour of
playing (as a soloist) Harry Somers’ Suite for Harp and Chamber
Orchestra” at the orchestra’s New York Lincoln Center debut performance
in 1972, reported . Ottawa Citizen’s Music Critic Jacob Siskind reported,
“Erica Goodman’s tremendous technical ability makes the listener believe
that the harp has no restrictions.”

noted that “she is acclaimed as one of the world’s outstanding solo
harpists” and has appeared at international festivals and across Canada, the
United States and Europe. She has performed for hundreds of radio and TV
productions, commercials and film scores, and performed with Tony
Bennett, Gene DiNovi, Percy Faith, Hagood Hardy and Henry Mancini,
among many others.”

Walter Boudreau wrote in the Quebec Contemporary Music Society
(Société de musique contemporaine du Québec), “Ms Goodman can be
heard on several recordings for the BIS, Marquis, Open CBC labels with
various artists including Robert Aiken, Paul Brodie, James Campbell, and
the Amadeus Ensemble.”

She was the first co-winner, with Lawrence Pitchkin, of the Mona Bates
Award in 1978, a scholarship established to honour the respected pianist
performer and teacher at the Royal Conservatory of Music. Two years later,
she garnered the Grand Prix du Disque Canada for her recording Flute and
Harp with Robert Aiken and won a Juno Award for her solo album Erica
Goodman Plays Canadian Harp Music. A NOW Magazine ‘Best of
Toronto’ readers’ poll selected her as Best Classical Musician in 1996.

Galleryplayers.ca confirmed (that as a member of Toronto’s Esprit
Orchestra), “she played Alex Pauk’s harp concerto on the Orchestra’s inau-
gural European tour in 1999 and is frequently featured as a concerto soloist
with the Hamilton Philharmonic.”

Over the years, Goodman has also appeared with Camerata, the Elmer
Iseler Singers, the Esprit Orchestra, the Festival Singers, her father Hyman
Goodman, Suzanne Shulman and Riki Turofsky. Marjan Mozetich and
Jeffrey Ryan, both Canadian composers have also written music expressly
for their talent.

A New Music Concerts Ensemble charter member, she has recorded
three albums on the Naxos label featuring the music of Toru Takemitsu
(awarded Editor’s Choice by Gramophone), George Crumb and Elliott
Carter.

She has a couple of very listenable albums on tidal.com: For There and
Then, Jeux A Deux, Erica Goodman And Friends. Reflection. Her work is
guaranteed enjoyable listening. I enjoy Heavenly Harp.

David Eisenstadt is Founding Partner of  tcgpr.com  the Canadian
Partner of  IPREX Global Communication  and a graduate of  Carleton
University’s School of Journalism and the University of Calgary.

ADL develops algorithm to track 
antisemitism on social media

By ASAF SHALEV
March 10, 2022 (JTA) – When it comes to antisemitism on social media,

the algorithms governing the major platforms shoulder some of the blame
for their reach. But the Anti-Defamation League hopes to fight the spread
— by creating an algorithm of its own.

The Jewish civil rights group announced Tuesday that it has built a sys-
tem called the Online Hate Index, describing it as the first tool ever devel-
oped to measure antisemitism on social media platforms. The program can
sift through millions of posts quickly to detect antisemitic comments and
aid in their removal.

This system uses an algorithm informed by artificial intelligence to find
and classify posts as possibly antisemitic. Those posts are then fed to a
team of both volunteers and experts, who use their judgment to make the
final call. The system also tracks whether the posts are eventually taken
down. 

The Online Hate Index was needed because social media companies are
not being transparent enough about their efforts to curb the spread of hate
speech on their platforms, according to ADL CEO Jonathan Greenblatt,
whose organization has been pressing the big tech companies on the issue
for years.

“We will use this tool to hold social media platforms accountable for how
well they proactively take down hate and how well their content modera-
tors respond to reports,” Greenblatt said in a statement. 

One of the project’s goals is to demonstrate that if the ADL has devel-
oped the technology to track antisemitism, surely Silicon Valley can do so
as well — and can therefore be doing more to address the issue. 

Social media companies have attempted to tackle antisemitism in the
past, but their track record is mixed at best. Facebook (now known as
Meta) has stumbled following its decision to ban Holocaust denial on its
platforms; engineers developed screens that also sometimes blocked legit-
imate educational posts meant to spread awareness about the Holocaust.

For its first analysis, the ADL used its system to scrutinize Reddit and
Twitter, collecting posts from one week in August of last year. The ADL
chose these platforms because they are the only major ones that provide
open access to their data. Facebook, by contrast, does not typically allow
outside groups to tap in for research. 

The algorithm used by the ADL was trained to spot instances of possible
antisemitism. In a process known as machine learning, human beings had
labeled comments as antisemitic and fed them to the algorithm, which in
turn began recognizing patterns.   The more comments the  algorithm
processed, the better it became at catching the antisemitic ones.

Antisemitic statements like “Jews are lizard people prove me wrong” and
“Jew mind control magic” were among the roughly 2,000 Reddit posts pin-
pointed by the ADL system, out of some 40 million total comments added
to Reddit during that week. 

The number of people who view a comment on Reddit is in part deter-
mined by whether users “upvote” or “downvote” it — and there’s some
good news in this regard. Users are on average scoring antisemitic com-
ments a third lower than other types of posts, according to a report ADL
published about its analysis. 

“Statistical analysis of those scores shows that antisemitic content on
Reddit is rewarded significantly less than non-antisemitic content,” the
report said. 

For Twitter, which provides only a limited snapshot of its data, the ADL
estimated there were some 27,400 antisemitic tweets among the 440 mil-
lion posted during the week its software examined, and that these tweets
could have been viewed by as many as 130 million people. 

The ADL cautioned that it designed its dragnet to be conservative and
that it looked only at English-language text, meaning that video, audio and
images were excluded, as well as anything written in a foreign language.

On both platforms, most of the antisemitic comments stayed up for
months after being posted and were not removed even after the ADL alert-
ed the platforms about them. 

One of the challenges for any attempt to stamp out antisemitic speech is
defining the term, with scholars and members holding a wide variety of
views on the question. One particularly contentious issue is deciding when
criticism of Israel crosses the line into antisemitism. 

The ADL report says that its algorithm is trained by in-house experts and
volunteers from the Jewish community. That doesn’t mean human judg-
ment is entirely outsourced to computers. In the ADL’s system, artificial
intelligence is simply used to sift through masses of content, with its
human teams ultimately determining which posts constitute antisemitism.

To aid them in their decisions, each volunteer gets a primer that’s also
available on the ADL website. That primer includes a reference to the def-
inition of antisemitism drafted by the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance, which has proven controversial because it focuses
on anti-Israel speech. 

Some examples in the primer of statements that can be considered anti-
semitic include “claiming that the existence of a State of Israel is a racist
endeavor” and “denying the Jewish people their right to self-determina-
tion.”

(Continued on page 24. See “Algorithm”)
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Numbered Daze: Examining
Moses’ Mindset in the Desert

In her new book ‘Bewilderments,’ Avivah Zornberg and her biblical
hero explore fresh terrain

By BETH KISSILEFF

There is no easy way to classify Avivah Zornberg’s approach to the
Bible. In her exegesis, the Jerusalem-based writer and teacher has the
unique ability to draw on everything from postmodern literary criti-

cism, art history, and psychoanalysis, even as she remains mindful of clas-
sical rabbinic commentary and more recent Hasidic writings. Her many
fans include public radio’s, psychoanalysts, and rabbis of every denomina-
tion.

In her latest book,  Zornberg diverges from the style of her previous two
volumes of Bible commentary. Unlike her books on Genesis and Exodus,
which were divided according to the weekly Torah portions, chapters here
are set up thematically. Her hope is that the book will be more accessible
to those less well-versed in Torah as presented in synagogues on
Shabbat. It’s a small change, but an indication of the relative freedom she
finds at this stage in her writing life. “A lot of spadework has been done,”
she told me in a recent interview, “so I can begin to move more freely.” The
thematic approach gives the book a meditative aspect, a kind of “musical
structure,” she said, where she “spirals back to the same passages.”

“Bewilderments” is a departure for Zornberg, much as Numbers is a
departure for Moses—and for both the movement has a literary dimension.
In her chapter on the non-Jewish prophet Balaam in Numbers 22-24,
Zornberg invokes the rabbinic tradition, according to which Moses himself
authored the story. “If we imagine Moses writing [it],” she writes, “[his]
inner life becomes palpable to us, for an instant, as a mystery that can be
intimated only through the indirections of the work of his own writing.” In

this light, it is intriguing to envision how she will
approach her current book project, about the life of
Moses, for Yale University Press’ Jewish Lives
series. Zornberg’s own connection to Moses is both
direct and personal: She was born on the seventh of
Adar, traditionally held to be the date of Moses’
birth—and death.

The learning that takes place over the course of a
journey is, for Zornberg, a central preoccupation. In
a chapter titled “Heart of Stone, Heart of Flesh,” she
writes: ”The Torah reveals and conceals.
Implicitly, its enigmatic stories entitle the reader to
read and to speak.” I suggested to Zornberg that this
might be a plausible epigraph for the book, and she
concurred, but her actual epigraph, which is drawn
from T.S. Eliot’s “Four Quartets,” is revealing: “In
order to arrive at what you are not/ You must go
through the way in which you are not./ And what
you do not know is the only thing you know.” The
passage situates the reader at the beginning of a
journey where not-knowing is the precondition for
growth.

Zornberg, who was born in London, grew up in
Scotland, and has lived in Israel for more than 40
years, told me that she thinks of the Israelites’ 40-
year journey through the wilderness as “a therapeu-
tic experience. This period of constant complaints,
rebellions, and vociferous lack of faith is the
nascent nation’s collective cathartic experience. A
core fantasy is being worked through.” Even as an
entire generation perishes in the wilderness, the
people learns to speak of its subjective experience.

This small taste of Zornberg’s work should give
the reader the sense that her teachings are at once
traditional and postmodern; they look both back-
ward and inward. “I think it is quite traditional,” she
said, “certainly in Hasidic interpretation and in the
school of teachings, to read the Torah with a view to
eliciting teaching that directly addresses the ethical
issues of one’s life. It is an Avodat Hashem (ser-
vice to God) to work on oneself, using the text as a
prism.” For her, teaching and learning is not “just
commenting but taking what the Torah says to the
depths of one’s being, so that it has a generative
effect. The Torah has the capacity to grow inside
one.”

Zornberg is one of the few speakers around today
with the power to draw audiences at a huge spec-
trum of institutions. This probably stems, at least in
part, from her interest in what she calls “seeing
more deeply into human relations.” She sees the
book of Numbers, in particular, as a “very powerful
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Synagogue news

By Rabbi YOSEF BENARROCH 
(Spiritual leader of Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia Congregation)

The story of the Twelve Spies is recorded in the Book of Numbers chap-
ter 13. It takes place after the Jewish nation left Egypt and were approach-
ing their new home in the Land of Israel. 

The twelve were a group of Israelite chieftains, one from each of
the Twelve Tribes, who were dispatched by Moses to scout out the Land
of Israel.  

Moses asked for an assessment of the geographic features of the land, the
strength and numbers of the population, the agricultural potential and actu-
al performance of the land, he wanted to know if the cities were open or
fortified strongholds. He also asked them to return with samples of local
produce.

But ten of the twelve spies returned with a negative report. They spoke
ill about the land, they claimed it’s cities could not be conquered. They did
not believe that God could help them, and the people as a whole were per-
suaded that it was not possible to take the land. Two of the spies, Caleb and
Yehoshua tried as best they could to negate their evil report. They encour-
aged the nation to trust in G-d. That just as G-d had shown them many mir-
acles to bring them to the present, G-d would do the same when the nation
entered the land. But it was to no avail, the nation followed the report of
the majority. This brought about G-d’s wrath; the result was the entire
nation was made to wander in the desert for 40 years. A new generation
would enter into the land. Yehoshua and Caleb were spared the fate of the
nation. They were the only men from their generation permitted to go into
the Promised Land. 

The story of the twelve spies

(Contnued on page 23. See “Zornberg”.)



confrontation with the
difficulty of being a
human being—the
darkness, the skepti-

cism that throws people into conflict with themselves
and with each other.”

Zornberg has an immense body of knowledge at her
command. At one point in her new book, she uses an art
historian’s discussion of Monet and Impressionism to
give readers a sense of how the Bible creates impres-
sions. She holds a doctorate in English Literature from
Cambridge University and has taught in the English
Department at Hebrew University. “Everything I read or
experience I regard as fair use,” Zornberg said. “I am
always making associations with the Torah text. Torah is
called shirah [which means both poetry and song in
Hebrew], and I feel that it generates shirah in me. I am
performing the poem that grows within me as I read. It
is not so much a matter of explicating a particular prob-
lem in the text as of attending to what the text leaves me
with, how it is washed through with other things I have
felt and thought.”

Rachel Adelman, an assistant professor of Bible at
Hebrew College in Boston, studied with Zornberg in
Israel for 10 years and wrote her master’s thesis under
Zornberg’s supervision. For Adelman, what is unique
about Zornberg’s teaching is its “empathic” style of
reading, which she achieves by listening closely to her-
self, to others, and, ultimately, to the text. What
Zornberg is doing, Adelman said, is nothing less than
“translating the Bible for this generation.”

Just as Zornberg reads the ancient text in a modern
cadence, with an intonation that speaks to this genera-
tion, she herself recently underwent the process of being
translated as she saw her third book, “The Murmuring
Deep,” a psychoanalytic exploration of 12 biblical per-
sonalities, translated into Hebrew last winter. “It is mov-
ing and even inspiring to find oneself in Hebrew guise,”
she said of the experience. “In some ways it is very nat-
ural. The texts have gone back home to their original
language.” Now that there is a Hebrew-speaking audi-
ence for her work she hopes to challenge herself in the
coming year by lecturing in Hebrew. At the same time,
she values writing about Hebrew texts in English, saying
the “estranging mechanism of translation allows you to
know that you don’t know.” Teaching in Hebrew, she
said, will mean “a real movement into another world,
one both familiar and strange.”

***
Beth Kissileff is the editor of the anthology Reading

Genesis (Continuum, 2016) and the author of the novel
(Mandel Vilar Press, 2016). Visit her online at
www.bethkissileff.com.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

Yiddish explanation
When Yiddish literature reached the age of modernism

around  WWI, it realized that this young age
doesn’t  speak Yiddish. Old reactionaries like  Tevye
speak rich, idiomatic and folkloristic Yiddish. However,
cosmopolitan modernists in New York, Berlin, Kiev, and
Warsaw turned Yiddish and its marginalized  Jews into
high modernists. Jacob Glatstein  in his poem “Jewish
Kingdoms” and Eliezer Blum Alkvit in his “Chelm sto-
ries” use Yiddish folklore in an original way that makes
the old look new. 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30
PM  at CKJS 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com
On March 20th hear Gerry Posner’s conversation with
Morley Greene, a former Winnipeg lawyer who went on
to found Trez Capital. Rochelle Zucker features Roman
Grinberg of Vienna. On March 27th, hosts are Regine
Frankel and Rochelle Zucker who spotlights Mike
Burstyn. 
You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Zornberg
(Continued from page 22.)



Critics say that the
IHRA definition is
improper because it has
the potential to delegit-
imize pro-Palestinian
activism if adopted by
universities and gov-
ernmental bodies.

Supporters, on the other hand, say that any discussion of antisemitism
today must contend with attacks on Israel. 

In a post on its website predating the introduction of its software tool, the
ADL rejects the idea that adopting the definition could prohibit criticism of
Israel, arguing that expressing such criticism is protected under the U.S
constitution.
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Community news

Donate today and help everyone enjoy Passover!
 

 

Passover Assistance
Ma’ot Chitim
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Warm wishes for a Happy Passover
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Making Passover possible for all
community members

“Kol dichfin yeite v’yeichol, kol ditzric yatei v’yiftach - let all who are
hungry, come and eat.”

- Passover Haggadah-
Kosher for Passover food has always been expensive, and that expense

can be a significant challenge for many members of our Jewish communi-
ty. JCFS’s Passover Assistance program, also known as the Ma’ot Chitim
program, has been helping to ease that financial burden for decades.

Ma’ot Chitim, which translates as wheat money, was a charity tax levied
on members of ancient Jewish communities to ensure that everyone in that
community, regardless of resources, would have the means to purchase
wheat for the baking of matzot, and thus be able to properly commemorate
the spring festival. 

While Jewish communities today no longer levy a Passover charity tax
on their members, they do reinforce the concept and spirit of Ma’ot Chitim
by requesting, collecting, and distributing food and funds for the less for-
tunate prior to the holiday. In Winnipeg, JCFS launches its annual com-
munity-wide Ma’ot Chitim fundraising campaign several weeks before the
holiday, fully confident that community members will respond with gen-
erosity and goodwill in order to make Passover observance possible for
everyone. 

Last year, JCFS distributed 150 Passover holiday packages to clients,
and anticipates that it will be dispersing a similar number again this spring.
As in past years, those requesting assistance will include many newcomers
to the city, isolated or unwell seniors, and single parent households. They
will, as well, include individuals, like Bella*, who are living with chronic
mental health differences or disabilities. 

Bella immigrated to Canada with her husband from the former Soviet
Union in 2009, after spending a few years in Israel. While she found
Winnipeg to be a welcoming and nice place to live, her marriage disinte-
grated after the couple settled here and Bella was then diagnosed with a
mental health condition. A teacher by profession, Bella had to leave her job
due to her illness, go on disability and move to a more affordable area of
the city, where, she admits, she does not always feel safe. Fortunately, dur-
ing this time, Bella was put in touch with JCFS. She began meeting regu-
larly with a social worker, received ongoing counselling, and quickly
learned about the agency’s many other mental health supports, including
its Passover Assistance program.

The Passover Assistance program is just wonderful,” Bella says. “First of
all, someone from the agency always calls and asks if I want the hamper,
and then asks if I have any dietary restrictions, like allergies.”

The people who deliver the hampers, she adds, are also always very nice.
Whether they are agency staff or volunteers, they always arrange a deliv-
ery date with her ahead of time and carry the food all the way up to her
apartment when they arrive. The Passover hamper is like a little miracle,”
Bella says.

Bella’s sense of gratitude is echoed by Shayna*, a senior and long-term
client of JCFS. 

“I was very grateful to get a hamper for Pesach,” she says. “There were
many items in the hamper, and I was impressed with how much we got.
The best thing was that someone remembered me. It made me feel good to
know that I wasn’t forgotten.”

Remembering their clients, ensuring their welfare, and reinforcing their
connection to their community, culture, and faith have always been among
JCFS’s top priorities—priorities that are evident in every program and
every initiative that the agency undertakes, not just at Passover, but
throughout the year.

*the names of clients have been changed to protect their privacy.

STEWART ELSTON
Powell Property Group
2021 President Manitoba Real Estate Assoc.
2016 President Winnipeg REALTORS® 

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

For All Your Real Estate Needs! 

Algorithm
(Continued from 
page 21.)

ing, only men would be there; and then
in the afternoon, only women. When I
mentioned this anomaly to a colleague,

he laughed. That park, he told me, is really the grounds of an insane asy-
lum. Hence, the sexes are separated when out walking in the park. … And
the reason I mention this is because, well, when I subsequently would be
looking out my window, as I was pacing in my office, trying to formulate
my theory of gravity – I would often look down on the folks in the park and
ask myself: “Who is crazier? Them, or me – working on this damned theo-
ry.”  

——Ha, ha, Albert, I like your sense of humour, as always. But you are
avoiding my original question about your wife. Why―

——Oh, the speaker is about to begin. See you next time, if you come. 
——We’ll see, Albert. (Franz mumbles to himself. “I think my friend

does not like talking about his wife. Humm.”)

End of installment #3 

Einstein & Kafka
(Continued from page 18.)


