
By CNAAN LIPSHIZ
(JTA) — Across Ukraine,

Jews are engaging in a his-
torically Jewish experience: becoming refugees.

And hundreds of them from Odessa have headed to
an unlikely destination, the impoverished nation of
Moldova whose capital, Chisinau, was the site of a
major pogrom that became a symbol of Jewish flight
Eastern Europe in the early 20th century.

As Russian troops pour into Ukraine and bomb its
cities, many Ukrainians are on the move both inter-
nally and in an attempt to leave for other countries.
Border crossings in the country’s west and south are
attracting thousands of prospective exiles, according
to the Guardian. There are also at least 100,000 inter-
nally displaced persons.

Some of the Jews who live in Ukraine — who number at least 43,000 and
potentially many more — are part of that unfortunate migration.

“We just put many mattresses in the strongest part of the sturdiest build-
ing. It will have to do for now,” Moshe Azman, one of several men bearing
the title of chief rabbi in Ukraine, told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency
about what is happening at the residential compound near Kyiv that Azman
and his community first set up in 2014 to aid Jewish refugees fleeing the
last Russian invasion.

Named Anatevka — a reference to the fictional hometown of Tevye the
Dairyman from the famed Broadway musical “Fiddler on the Roof” and the
iconic Sholom Aleichem short stories on which it was based — the com-
pound has seen dozens of families arrive from more densely populated
areas, Azman said.

Many of the internally displaced are from cities, some of which have
been hit by Russian armaments, and are leaving for places seen as less like-
ly to draw fire and to avoid being in crumbling Soviet-era apartment build-
ing during bombings, Azman explained.

Anatevka, built at a time of a more limited Russian incursion, has no
bomb shelters.

More than 300 people have died in bombings and hostilities so far in the
war. In one case, one person died and five were wounded when an explo-
sive device detonated near the center of Uman, a city of about 80,000
halfway between Odessa and Kyiv. Some parts of the city — which in
peacetime is a destination for Jewish pilgrims from abroad  — were evac-
uated following the incident, according to some reports.

The explosion happened about a mile from
the gravesite of Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav,
an 18th-century luminary and the founder of
the Breslov Hasidic movement. Each year
around Rosh Hashanah, about 30,000 Jews
gather at the gravesite. Over the years, hun-
dreds of Breslov followers, mostly from
Israel, settled in Uman, which today has a
year-round Jewish population of about 200.

Dozens of them, including some women
and children, have left since the invasion, and
a video posted to Instagram showed a bus full
of Orthodox Jews being transported within
the city.

But others are staying put, Chaim Chazin, a
Jewish resident who moved to Uman from

Israel, told JTA. His wife and daughters have been in Israel for several
weeks.

“The situation is complicated right now,” he said. “All of us, everyone in
Ukraine, need to literally keep our heads down until this passes.”

Elisha Shlomi, another Israel-born resident of Uman, told JTA that the
remnant community intends to stay but will move to another country if
fighting approaches or erupts in Uman. He declined to share where he
planned to go.

As tensions between Ukraine and Russia began escalating in November,
some Israeli officials said they were preparing for a wave of mass immi-
gration from Ukraine, where at least 200,000 who are eligible to immigrate
to Israel under its Law of Return for Jews and their relatives, according to
a 2020 demographic study of European Jewry.

So far, the wave has not materialized on the scale that officials said they
expected. But the Israeli embassy, which relocated, along with other for-
eign embassies, from Kyiv to Lviv in the country’s west, this month has
registered appeals from about 3,000 Ukrainians who are not already citi-
zens of Israel to immigrate to it.

Another 5,000-odd appeals connected to reaching Israel came from peo-
ple in Ukraine who are already citizens, the embassy said, according to
Ynet. Most of the non-citizens who contacted the embassy are married to
citizens.

Ukrainian Jews, scarred by a bloody history, 
find themselves refugees once again
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In 4 years, Volodymyr Zelensky went from Jewish comedian to 
Putin’s ‘No. 1 enemy’ and defender of democracy
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World news

By GABE FRIEDMAN 
(JTA) — Four years ago, Volodymyr Zelensky was an

actor on the humorous Ukrainian TV show “Servant of the
People,” starring as an unlikely president of the Eastern
European country.

Now, he is at the center of the continent’s most signifi-
cant conflict since World War II, framing himself as a pos-
sible martyr on the world stage.

“This might be the last time you see me alive,” he
reportedly told European Union leaders on a call about
steps the bloc was considering to try to stop Russia’s
advances throughout Ukraine. 

On Friday, he was equally blunt about his situation as
Russian troops attacked the capital Kyiv: the “the enemy
has identified me as the No. 1 target,” he said in a video message, and his
family is the No. 2 target.

But a video of Zelensky and his team defiantly announcing they are stay-
ing in Kyiv circulated widely on Friday, as supporters around the world
characterized him as a beacon of honor in an age of leaders only interested
in preserving their own status.

“We are here. We are in Kyiv. We are defending Ukraine,” Zelensky said.

Over the course of a few years, Zelensky — who is the first-ever Jewish
president of Ukraine, a country with a long and complicated Jewish histo-
ry — has quickly become one of the most consequential and prominent
Jewish world leaders in recent decades. And given his nonpolitical roots,
one of the unlikeliest.

Furthermore, questions about his Jewishness have exploded into the
international consciousness: Has his Jewish background put him — or his
fellow Ukrainian Jews — in more danger? Has it contributed to the conflict
in any way? And why is Russian Vladimir Putin suggesting that he is a
Nazi?

Zelensky was born in a Russian-speaking area of eastern Ukraine, and
had both relatives who died in the Holocaust and served in the Soviet Red
Army. He studied law but became a successful comedian, joining a popu-
lar comedy group that performed across the former Soviet Union. By the
time he joined the “Servant of the People” series in 2015, he was one of
Ukraine’s most famous pop culture figures, having starred in several
movies.

He has not elaborated on the details of his Jewish upbringing, or his reli-
giosity, but he also  hasn’t shied away from expressing an occasional mes-
sage of Jewish pride and a strong sense of solidarity with Israel. And that
Jewish identity has been repeatedly seized on by enemies and rivals, and
celebrated by Jewish supporters around the world.

Ukraine is “one of the few countries that elected a Jewish president,”
Oksana Markarova, the Ukraine ambassador to the United States, told the
National Coalition Supporting Eurasian Jewry in a webinar on Friday. “I
mean, he is Ukrainian in all of his heart, but he’s also Jewish.”

In 2019, several Ukrainian Jews told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency that
they were proud to see their country — after its history of anti-Jewish
pogroms and Soviet-era persecution — elect a Jewish president.

But many were also worried that if he failed to follow through on the
many ambitious promises that boosted him to a sweeping electoral victory
— reforming a corrupt political system, standing up to Russia, restoring
general confidence in government — that angry citizens could blame his
Jewishness.

“When Zelensky fails, they will think of him as the Jew and take revenge
against the Jews,” said Yevgeniy Romenovich, a Kyiv resident, said at the
time.

This fear from local Jews has persisted into the early days of the Russian
invasion. The senior researcher at the Museum of the Holocaust in Odessa,
a city that was over a third Jewish in the 19th century, told The New York
Times he was worried that antisemitism would be “unleashed by the chaos
of war.”

In a bizarre complication to the narrative, Putin has repeatedly said that
his military operation is an attempt to “de-Nazify” Ukraine.

“How can I be a Nazi?” Zelensky said Thursday, without specifically
mentioning his Jewishness. “Explain it to my grandfather, who went
through the entire war in the infantry of the Soviet army, and died a colonel
in an independent Ukraine.”

In a letter to the United Nations last weekend, the U.S. ambassador to the
U.N. wrote that intelligence suggests Russia could target “religious and
ethnic minorities,” along with anti-Putin activists and other groups, in the
aftermath of an invasion. That prompted some to speculate whether that
could include Ukrainian Jews.

Other historical figures whose Jewishness featured large in their national
leadership include Benjamin Disraeli, the 19th-century British prime min-
ister who was faced unrelenting antisemitism. So did Leon Blum, who
faced antisemitic animus in his pre-World War II stints as French prime
minister, and whose brief term post-war was seen as a step foward for

France’s coming to terms with its Nazi collaborationism.
Lila Corwin Berman, a professor of Jewish history at

Temple University in Philadelphia, said questions of loy-
alty can assail Jewish leaders in times of crisis. She
recalled Henry Kissinger, President Richard Nixon’s sec-
retary of state, who faced pressure from some Republicans
who wondered if he could be impartial during the 1973
Yom Kippur War, and from some American Jews who
feared Kissinger was distancing himself from Israel
because of those pressures.

“He came under pressure for essentially not showing the
right kind of reverence or respect for Israel that I think
some members of the Jewish community wanted him to,”
Berman said.

It was typical of the same tensions, she said, that a decade or so earlier
had assailed John F. Kennedy, the first Roman Catholic president. The
question of loyalty, she said, “gets asked of leaders who are assigned or
marked as belonging to a group that is somehow not quite the center of
whatever the country is.”

That topic is acutely relevant in Ukraine, a post-Soviet republic with a
large population of hypernationalists. Zelensky has toed a line between
projecting a strong patriotic front against Russia, and working to delicate-
ly stand up to the nationalists who seek to honor former Nazi collabora-
tionists, through statues, marches and other tributes. 

It may have proven too difficult to pull off — after winning the 2019
election with over 70% of the vote, his approval rating had plummeted to
close to 30%.

The current war is not Zelensky’s first experience as the center of inter-
national attention — not long after being elected, he found himself
ensnared in former President Donald Trump’s first impeachment scandal,
thanks to an infamous White House phone call.

Jonathan Sarna, a professor at Brandeis University and one of the fore-
most historians on Jewish history, said that whatever the outcome,
Zelensky could end up in a pretty singular place in the history books.

“We’ve had political figures who are deeply aligned with the Jewish
community and use that as a jumping off point for political power. And
then we’ve had political figures who happen to be Jewish, but don’t hide
that fact. And he falls, I think, in the second category, but it’s not such a
long list, and it’s certainly not that not long in Eastern Europe,” he said. 

“Assuming things continue, we’ll be able to look with pride on a leader
who identifies as a Jew and who has been able to articulate a kind of moral
stance, and in the face of aggression, and who certainly never hid the fact
that he was Jewish but instead takes pride in it,” he added.

And if he’s killed by Russian troops?
“Of course, if he’s martyred — and there are certainly reports that there

are agents of the Russian regime who would like either to capture or assas-
sinate him — I think his Jewishness will certainly be noted,” Sarna said.

Ron Kampeas contributed reporting.

Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelensky 

On Friday, Yair Lapid, Israel’s minister
of foreign affairs, tweeted exit routes from
Ukraine that he said were still viable for

Israelis living in the country — into Poland, Romania and Hungary, all of
which are absorbing an influx of refugees.

In recent days, tens of thousands of people have poured over the border
from Ukraine into Moldova, a landlocked country between Romania and
Ukraine that is often described as Europe’s poorest. Among them are hun-
dreds of Jews from the vicinity of Odessa, whose residents normally enjoy
one the highest standards of living anywhere in Ukraine.

The Jews who crossed over to Moldova had more help than the non-
Jewish new arrivals, who mostly have come from southern Ukraine, thanks
to the mobilization of some Moldovan Jews for their Ukrainian coreli-
gionists.

“The refugees and their children are being housed in motels, and provid-
ed with hot food and essential supplies” by the local community, partly
thanks to funding of the Nacht Family Foundation, a charity set up by the
Israeli entrepreneur Marius Nacht and his wife Inbar, Moldova’s Chief
Rabbi Pinchas Salzman said in a statement Friday. Salzman said he expect-
ed hundreds more Jewish refugees to arrive in the coming days.

They will encounter a rapidly growing infrastructure to accommodate
people displaced by the war in Ukraine. IsraAID, an Israeli nonprofit
humanitarian aid organization, is sending a team to the region to assist
refugees. So is United Hatzalah, the Israeli emergency service that fre-
quently assists in disasters internationally. And the Chabad house in
Chisinau is preparing for a first Shabbat with an influx of Jewish refugees,
though without the supply of kosher food normally imported from Odessa.

“With more people you have to be ready with food,” Rabbi Zushe
Abelsky told the Los Angeles Times from the United States, where he is
currently. “Our rabbis over there are also in distress.”

Jews in Ukraine
(Continued from page 1.)
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Community news

Rady JCC and Asper Campus to maintain mask mandates
In response to the decision by the Province of Manitoba to lift all mask

mandates and requirements to show proof of vaccination, both the Rady
JCC and the Asper Jewish Community Campus have announced that they
will continue to enforce the wearing of masks and showing proof of vacci-
nation when in their facilities.

In wording that was almost exactly the same in statements emailed by
both the Rady JCC and the Asper Campus on Friday, February 25, it was
noted that ”Earlier this month, the Province of Manitoba announced an eas-
ing of their COVID-19 vaccination and mandatory mask policy in
Manitoba effective March 1 and March 15 respectively.”

The Rady JCC announcement issued by Executive Director Rob
Berkowits stated that “In response to these changes, please be advised the
Rady JCC has made the decision to maintain mandatory vaccination
requirements for all members, staff, and volunteers attending the Rady JCC
beyond these effective dates.

“Please also be advised that masks for Rady members will continue to be
mandatory at all times while not engaging in strenuous activities beyond
these effective dates. This includes on the pool deck, in locker rooms, and
walking to and from locker room showers. Masks will continue to be
optional while engaging in physical activities. Rady staff and volunteers
will be required to wear masks at all times.”

The statement from the Asper Campus, issued by Executive Director
Curtis Martin, said: “In response to these changes, please be advised the
Asper Jewish Community Campus (AJCC) has made the decision to main-
tain mandatory mask and vaccination requirements for all individuals (stu-
dents, staff, faculty, members, contractors, visitors) participating in AJCC
activities on campus property beyond these effective dates.”

Statements from both organizations went on to say that “It should be
noted that this decision was made after careful discussion with our medical
consultants. Many other business and organizations throughout Manitoba
are maintaining these requirements as well.”

As well, both organizations reiterated that “The health and safety of Rady

members, staff, and volunteers” - in the case of the Rady JCC, and “AJCC
and Jewish community” - in the case of the Asper Campus, remains our
highest priority. We are maintaining these policies to safeguard the wellbe-
ing of our employees and their families, our members, and the community
at large from COVID-19.”

Both statements also noted that “This policy recognizes that mask use
and vaccination against COVID-19 remains the most effective means to
reduce the spread and severity of the virus. We will continue to adapt our
requirements as public health recommendations evolve.”

The statement from the Asper Campus went  on to say that “While at the
AJCC, individuals will continue to be required to wear masks in all public
areas and provide proof of their vaccination status by way of government-
issued COVID-19 vaccination card or electronic QR code.

“Any individuals who require accommodations under the Manitoba
Human Rights Code with respect to vaccination status must formally
request such accommodations and provide supporting documentation.
Unvaccinated individuals without approved accommodations will not be
able to enter the AJCC.

“This policy recognizes that mask use and vaccination against COVID-
19 remains the most effective means to reduce the spread and virulence of
the virus. We continue to work with public health officials and our
licensees and stress adherence to all other public health measures.

“We will continue to adapt our requirements as public health recommen-
dations evolve.”

We have not received word from organizers of the Freedom Convoy or
the protest at the Manitoba Legislature as to whether they will take steps to
defy the measures that will remain in place at the Asper Campus.

We are not sure whether the type of trucks that blockaded Parliament
Hill, also the Manitoba Legislature, would be able to fit into the Asper
Campus parking lot, but no doubt what will be seen as a continued restric-
tion of “freedom” will not go unanswered. Meanwhile, the people of
Ukraine are finding out what a violation of “freedom” really means.



Trying to penetrate the icy visage of
Vladimir Putin to decipher what is going
on inside the mind of such an enigmatic

individual has been impossible this past week.
As someone who grew up in the post-World

War II period, waking up one day to the notion
that your country is about to be invaded by a
massive army is a concept so foreign to our
thinking that it is all but incomprehensible.

This issue is somewhat different from our usual style of past issues in that
so much of it is devoted to one subject:  the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Putting together a newspaper whose contents might be rendered somewhat
or even largely irrelevant by the time they are read is no easy task, but in
thinking about what articles about the Ukraine situation might stand the test
of time, I decided to settle on a number of different analyses from different
sources.

Of late I’ve been poring over news sites that, while I may have given
them a look in the past, I’ve now turned to more and more often to try and
put what is happening in Ukraine into a larger context. Of those sites, the
one that has been offering the most cogent and insightful analysis has been
Haaretz. There has been a continuing series of analytical pieces on the
Haaretz website, often written by academics, that offer perspectives that
differ from what can be found in most other news sites.

It was while reading Haaretz two weeks before Russia actually invaded
Ukraine that I learned , for instance, how close the ties are between Israel
and Ukraine – and how dependent Israel is upon Ukraine for a whole host
of commodities, of which the most important probably is wheat. (Israel
gets 50% of its grain from Ukraine.) In an article in this issue, written by
historian Shimon Briman, you can read of Israel’s heavy reliance upon
Ukraine for some of its most vital imports – and how adversely Israel may
be affected should those imports be cut off.

Also in this issue we have another analytical piece, this time by historian
Dima Adamsky, who attempts to explain what Vladimir Putin’s long range
goals are – and how Putin is driven by a combination of “values, religion,
and tradition”. After reading Adamsky’s observations, it becomes harder to
think that someone like Putin will be susceptible to economic pressure. 

Yet, perhaps the one person with the most insight into Vladimir Putin –
and the man Putin fears most, is Alexei Navalny, the foremost dissident in
Russia, but someone who has managed to stay alive despite what was
almost certainly Putin’s attempt to kill him by poisoning him in 2020.

In a remarkable article written by Time magazine correspondent Simon
Shuster (who left Russia in 1989 along with his family), Shuster writes
about a series of written exchanges that he has been able to have with
Navalny, who is currently imprisoned in Russia on trumped-up espionage
charges.

Navalny offers a series observations about Putin – and what it would take
to have him removed:

“What Putin truly fears is what Navalny’s movement seeks—a change of
power in Russia, followed by cashiering its corrupt clan of oligarchs and
spies. It isn’t NATO that keeps Putin up at night; it’s the space for democ-
ratic dissent that NATO opens up along his border. This fear, Navalny
argues, is what drives all the conflicts Russia wages with the West. ‘To con-

solidate the country and the
elites,’ he writes, ‘Putin con-
stantly needs all these
extreme measures, all these
wars—real ones, virtual
ones, hybrid ones or just con-
frontations at the edge of
war, as we’re seeing now’…

“Navalny’s foundation sent
a message to the White
House early last year, asking
for sanctions against 35 of
Russia’s most senior officials
and oligarchs close to Putin...
Navalny’s ‘central insight,
Representative Tom
Malinowski told me,  ‘is that
corruption is both the Putin
regime’s reason for being
and its greatest political vul-
nerability.’

“ ‘But the aim of the sanc-
tions, Navalny told me,‘
Malinowski continued,
‘would not be to convince
Russian billionaires to reason
with Putin. It is to pressure
them to turn against him.’ ”

And so, while we in the

West – and in much of the rest of the world as well (look at Turkey, for
instance, where another despot, Recip Erdogan, has also denounced what
Russia has been doing in Ukraine), stand united in expressing shock at
Putin’s behaviour, the notion that many Russians would still support Putin
is difficult to comprehend, but after reading Prof. Adamsky’s observations
about how much the traumas of Hitler’s invasion in 1941 and the collapse
of the Soviet Union in 1991 have seared themselves into the consciousness
of so many Russians, it is possible to understand how Putin has managed
to maintain his popularity in that country.

If Navalny is correct, however, in saying that fierce economic pressure is
what it will take to topple Putin – and the kinds of measures he was advo-
cating seem to be coming into place as this is written, perhaps it is true that
Putin has actually signed his own death warrant.

One aspect of this entire situation that paticularly intrigues me though –
as I’m sure it does so many others, is Volodymyr Zelesnky’s Jewishness.
(See story on page 2.) He certainly hasn’t made much of the fact that he’s
Jewish, yet he doesn’t hide from it the way one might have thought he
would, given Ukraine’s long and painful history of anti-Semitism.

But, in watching the clips coming from Ukraine and in reading what
Ukrainians have to say about the dire situation their country is in, I note a
refreshing lack of religiosity on their parts. Putin may have an unholy
alliance with the Russian Orthodox Church but, unless I’m missing some-
thing, I don’t see the same kind of emotional bonds between Ukrainians
and their church on display currently. Instead, what we are seeing is a grim
determination on the parts of most Ukrainians to defend their country out
of a sense of national pride. That, in itself, is a sign of how just how far
Ukraine has evolved in recent years.

If Ukrainians though, have very strong senses of national identity – and
pride, I wonder about Russians. Their country is ruled by a band of brig-
ands who have stripped whatever wealth the country may have had for their
own selfish purposes. I wonder how many Russians, given the opportuni-
ty, would leave their country and, if they did, how would they identify in a
different country?

The reason I ask that question is that our Jewish community has seen a
large influx of Russian Israelis over the years. While many of them band
together as a readily identifiable community, especially through social
media, there are larger questions as to whether they actually identify as
Jews and, if so, to what extent.

Readers may recall that the results of the 2016 census in Canada were
particularly difficult for leaders in the Jewish community across the coun-
try to accept, as the figures from that census showed a precipitous drop in
the size of the Jewish community in Canada. (For instance, according to the
2016 census, there were only 7500 Jews in Winnipeg.)

In a paper produced by StatsCan that specifically addressed the anom-
alous situation as it pertained to the number of Jews in Canada, the paper
stated that “According to the 2016 Census, 143,665 individuals living in
Canada reported Jewish as an ethnic origin (single and multiple responses
combined). This number was 53.6% lower than the 309,650 persons report-
ing Jewish ethnic origins on the 2011 National Household Survey (NHS).
This followed a steady, but previously less precipitous, decline in those
reporting Jewish origins since the 1991 Census.”

There was, however, a specific explanation offered for what was ostensi-
bly a dramatic decrease in the number of Jews in Canada. The 2016 census
offered 50 different ethnic groups which one could tick off as belonging to
that group. “Jewish” was not one of them. Thus, in order to select “Jewish”
as one’s ethnic group, one had to write it in. The results were predictably
catastrophic for Jewish organizations, such as our own Jewish
Federation,which rely heavily upon census data when it comes to planning.

That all changed in the 2021 census, however, when the question on eth-
nicity did not offer a list of choices. Instead,   “There was a link to a page
with over 500 different examples of ethnic and cultural origins.”

I had rather hoped that we would be able to see all the results of the 2021
census by now, especially those relating to ethnic origin, but I was disap-
pointed to learn that StatsCan is rolling out those results in a series of
stages. The figures for ethnicity won’t be released until November 2022. 

Will we see a dramatic rise in the number of respondents who indicated
they were of Jewish ethnic origin?

My guess is that we won’t. After all, the figures for the number of Jews
in Canada had been on a downward slide long before the 2016 census. And,
as the StatsCan paper that examined why there was such a huge drop in the
number of respondents who reported they were Jewish in the 2016 census
noted, even had the question on the census that year remained the same as
it was in the 2011 National Household Survey (when 309,650 persons
reported they had Jewish ethnic origins), the paper concluded that the fig-
ure for 2016  “could have led to a total Jewish ethnic origin estimate in the
range of 270,000 to 298,000.”

That’s still fewer than 2011. But what about all those immigrants from
Israel -most of whom have Russian roots? How will they have identified in
2021?  That’s something I’m anxiously waiting to see.
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Editorial/comment

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN



Cheers for Myron Love
Hi Bernie,

I usually turn right to the Myron Love column, but yesterday when the
Post arrived, I read your editorial first. As a veteran long-haul driver I was
quite distressed by your position. And then I turned to the Myron Love
piece, and my heart rate went back down.  As usual there is more than just
one way to see things. Thanks for doing your best to have a paper that has
a balanced point of view. I remain a loyal reader.
Sincerely, 
Doug Stern
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Letters
Myron Love’s impassioned defence of the “Freedom Convoy”

Dear Bernie,
Like you, I cringed in response to Myron Love’s piece on the so-called

“Freedom Convoy.”  Does Myron really believe the protesters are not
breaking any laws? Is he suggesting that it is not against the law to block
thoroughfares and neighbourhoods and disturb the piece with their honk-
ing? Does he believe that quoting True North Media with its extreme right-
wing slant provides balanced proof to his assertions? Does he really
believe that the fact that Mr. Dichter is Jewish means that antisemitism has
not infiltrated the protesters?   In fact, Dichter, when asked specifically
about the swastika, brushed off the question, stating, “People troll, do stu-
pid things, whatever. Who cares?” (CJN) 

The use of the Nazi flags, the swastikas, the yellow star at the truck con-
voy protesting the current health measures make an absolute mockery of
the experiences of the victims of the Nazis and of all those murdered by the
Nazis and their collaborators: six million Jews, including a million and a
half children, the Roma, who were also targeted for genocide, the mental-
ly and physically disabled, Slavs, gay men, Jehovah’s Witnesses, political
opponents, and some “dissident” members of the clergy. All because they
did not fit the worldview of the Nazis and their collaborators.

The Confederate flags and the appropriation of the “Every Child
Matters” slogan further illustrate the depths to which some of the partici-
pants in the convoy will stoop. With that, there have been many memes,
messages, and conspiracy theories that are clearly affiliated with the white
supremacist movement. Then of course, there is the desecration of the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier – a symbol of the sacrifices made so that we
may live in freedom, and the memorial to Terry Fox. Finally, there have
been reports that protesters have thrown beer at some Ottawa homes dis-
playing the rainbow flag, have yelled at the inhabitants, and at least in one
case have climbed up the fire escape of the home and defecated next to the
window.  Of course, all this began two days after International Holocaust
Remembrance Day and on the anniversary of the murderous attack on the
mosque in Quebec City. 

Jewish organizations across the country have condemned the use of
these hateful symbols in the protest, including B’nai Brith, CIJA, and
Friends of Simon Wiesenthal (the latter criticized  “the use of those sym-
bols as a heinous form of Holocaust distortion”. (BBC) Frankly, I do not
know why this piece appeared in the JP&N.
Belle Jarniewski

Extremist right demonstrates threat of unchecked 
White Supremacy in Ottawa and across Canada

Co-opting the identity of “truckers,” far-right activists converged on
Ottawa beginning on January 29 in an effort to establish mob rule.
Gathering under the pretense of pandemic public health measure protests,
protest organizers’ ties to right-wing extremism and white supremacist
causes and organizations tell the real story. The Confederate flag was
joined by anti-trans messages and open mockery of Indigenous traditions.
Less than a week after Holocaust Remembrance Day, protesters waved
Swastikas. This bigoted gathering also forced a planned live commemora-
tion of the fifth anniversary of the Québec mosque shooting to move
online. These horrific symbols of racism, antisemitism and transphobia
were also joined by messages borrowed from the attempted coup in the
U.S. on January 6, 2021, including evidence of the involvement of a
banned terrorist organization connected with that coup attempt.

It is not lost on those of us who work for justice that these protesters were
treated with deference by law enforcement compared to the treatment of
the Wet’suwet’en protecting their unceded territory or Black organizers
protesting police violence. The protest in Ottawa is a reminder that all
those targeted by white supremacy are allies. As a Jewish organization, we
align ourselves with others who oppose racism, Islamophobia, anti-
semitism, homophobia and transphobia. That the events in Ottawa have
been perpetrated by people who traveled from cities and towns all across
the country shows that this is not an isolated event. We call on all levels of
government to explicitly condemn the growing threat of right wing extrem-
ism and violence in Ottawa and across Canada.
United Jewish People’s Order (UJPO) 

JP&N should have gone further in denouncing antisemitism

Hi BernieI appreciated your detailed article about the trucker convoy in
Ottawa. But where is your concern about antiSemitism? Concerns that
have been raised by the Jewish press around the world and B’nai Brith here
in Canada but not in the JPN.

On the other hand Myron Love’s comments standing up for right wing
fanatics and their followers  supports this dangerous movement. He is
twisting the message from concern over a right wing antiSemitic move-
ment into some kind of crusade against the left.  Nazi flags, Confederate
flags and Canadian flags covered with swastikas somehow don’t count as
antiSemitism for Mr. Love. 

This is similar to the way he dismissed the neo-Nazi rally in
Charlottesville a few years ago when marchers chanted “Jews will not
replace us”. Clearly this is a dangerous movement that while inspired by
events in the U.S. has it’s own fascistic members here in Canada. 

In fact we are right now inspiring right wing movements across the globe
who see the “trucker” antivax convoy as an inspiration for their own right
wing movements. I can also mention Patrik Mathews a former Manitoba
army reservist who was busily recruiting for a neo-Nazi group right here in
Winnipeg. The leaders of the convoy including three key organizers of the
trucker convoy, Tamara Lich, Chris Barber and Pat King, have been arrest-
ed in Ottawa. They are all reported to have links to far right organizations
with antiSemitic leanings. BJ Dichter who is Jewish is a rabid anti-Muslim
member of the right wing fringe of the Conservative party.

Look at the conspiracy to murder RCMP members at the Coutts, Alberta
border crossing for another example of with this movement stands for. Of
the four southern Alberta men accused of conspiring to murder RCMP offi-
cers, two have ties to a man who founded a neo-fascist, white supremacist
group that aims to accomplish its goals through violence. Chris Carbert,
44, of Lethbridge, Anthony Olienick, 39, of Claresholm, Jerry Morin, 40,
of Olds and Christopher Lysak, 48, of Lethbridge all face charges of con-
spiracy to murder, a weapons offence and mischief over $5,000. Carbert
and Lysak both have ties to Jeremy MacKenzie, the Nova Scotia founder
of Diagolon, a group described by University of New Brunswick professor
David Hofmann asan American-style militia movement. 

Exempting some organizations from criticism for racism, antiSemitism,
or hate speech ends up encouraging fascism. A Jewish newspaper needs to
be critical of this dangerous movement and not support it as Myron Love
is doing. Even though you, Bernie, added a disclaimer at the end of
Myron’s comment it’s not enough. There is evidence here of antiSemitism
associated with the convoy and it is the duty of the JPN to denounce it. 

Alberta RCMP sub-
mitted this photo of
what they say is a
cache of firearms and
ammunition found in
three trailers near a
blockade of the
Canada-U.S. border.
(Submitted by Alberta
RCMP)
David Weller

(More letters on page 11.)

What was Marty Morantz’s position on the “Freedom Convoy”?

One has to wonder how much longer Marty Morantz can remain a mem-
ber of the Conservative Party of Canada. The Conservative Party has pret-
ty well given up any pretense of being a centrist party and is now con-
trolled by its right wing and socially conservative elements. Its leadership
came out in support of the so-called Freedom Convoy and its members
proudly came out to the protests in Ottawa in which there were people car-
rying Nazi and Confederate Flags. It must be difficult for Mr. Morantz to
reconcile his Jewish identity and values with the neo conservative and near
racist elements within his own party. 
Irwin Corobow
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Morley Greene: Trez Capital is Trés Terrific

“Serendipity”
is how

Morley Greene
describes what has
brought him suc-
cess in life.
Perhaps he’s right,
but I concluded,
after chatting with

him and reading articles about him -  the most
recent one in the Toronto Globe and Mail,
that it was more than serendipity that has
given Morley the life that he has now at age
81. 

The only child of Abe and Sara Greenberg, Morley was raised across the
street from St. John’s High School at Machray Avenue and Salter Street.
Not surprisingly, he attended St. John’s High School, though he ultimately
graduated Grade 12 at West Kildonan Collegiate. Morley admits he was a
disinterested student. His tenacity carried him through though and, as he
got older, his interest in learning blossomed.

Law was the path Morley Greene chose and it was a part of his life for
over 32 years, after graduating from the University of Manitoba law
school. His law career began in Winnipeg, then Edmonton and finally,
Vancouver.  His career took off almost right from the start, and it was not
long after that he started his career that he was made  a partner at the very
prestigious law firm of Buchwald Asper Henteleff. 

The future looked promising and soon after he was married, he was the
father of three children. In 1976, Morley, just 35 years old, and with a
young family, made a bold decision - a decision which changed his life for-
ever. He decided to leave Winnipeg and try to take his tent and talent else-
where. He credits the late Izzy Asper with paving his way to another high
powered law firm in Edmonton. Izzy called his friend, Aaron Shtabsky, and
soon Morley was ensconced at Shtabsky and Company. He specialized in
tax, mortgages and the real estate industry. Had Morley remained in
Edmonton, it would likedly have been all that he needed for the rest of his
life in order to be a financial success. 

But then another opportunity presented itself to Morley. The Imperial
Development Group came calling. This company, led by Donald Gales,
Gerald Libling and Gerald Raizen was in the midst of major property
acquisitions and development in Winnipeg and elsewhere. Morley was
invited to join the company in an executive capacity. It was a major step up
for Morley. 

In 1979, he and his family moved back to Winnipeg and things went well
-  until they didn’t. The high interest rates of the 1980s were no doubt a key
factor in the eventual dissolution of the Imperial Group. Morley Greene
had to start over. 

In 1991 he headed further west - this time to Vancouver, where he joined
the very well know law firm of Owen Bird. He became licensed to practice
law in British Columbia, his third call to the Bar - after Manitoba and
Alberta. For six more years Greene was once again a hard working lawyer
in a big firm. But then Morley made a second major decision that changed
the course of his entire career.  In 1997, he gave up law and decided to take
on an entirely new challenge in an industry for which he had been advis-
ing as legal counsel for a significant part of his legal career.

In 1997 Morley struck out on his own and started a corporation he called
Trez Capital (the name came from a variation of the French word “Treize,”
which means thirteen). The company began as a mortgage lender. I will not
dig deep into all the projects with which Trez Capital has been involved
over the years, but there are very many.

Trez Capital has set new standards for the industry over the past 25 years
with institutional-grade processes and strict compliance adherence. The
history of the company is well recorded  in the recent Globe and Mail arti-
cle featuring Morley and the story of Trez to which I referred earlier. 

What is important to acknowledge is this: From nothing (well not quite,
as Morley did raise $3 million dollars to start with from private investors),
Morley has made Trez the biggest real estate lender in Canada after the
banks.  Dwell on that statement. The company has funded more than 1600
transactions for a total value of $14 1/2 billion (you read that right), all
channeled into different multi-family dwelling, industrial and office pro-
jects.

Trez Capital is active all over Canada and the US. The company has
offices in Toronto, Montreal, Dallas, Palm Beach, Atlanta, New York,
Seattle, Los Angeles and Vancouver. The company has over  170 employ-
ees and assets of over $4 billion under its management.  Think about it - all
that from a Winnipeg kid from the north end.

I would suggest

By

GERRY POSNER

Profile

Morley Greene

Continued on page 15. See “Morley Greene”.

Fresh - Spirited

Please Join the Congregation 
at two unique Shabbat experiences  

Friday  March 11  7:30 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
honoring women composers 

Friday  March 18  7:30 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 
with Purim Spiel 

Shabbat Services 
beginning 

Friday  March 4  7:30 pm 

A Cautious Return to In-Person services 

Proof of vaccination required. 
Masks must be worn in the building.�

Social distancing in place. 

For further information 
on Services, Membership, and Programming 

call   204 453 1625   or   email   tshalom1@gmail.com
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Introduction: As horrendous as the invasion of Ukraine undertaken by
Putin is, there are huge ramifications for many other countries around the
world, none more so perhaps than Israel.

In a very insightful article published in Haaretz on February 10, histori-
an Shimon Briman listed what he referred to as “The ‘Ten Plagues’ facing
Israel if Russia were to invade Ukraine. 
By SHIMON BRINAM

Israel faces a perfect storm of problems if Russia chooses large-scale mil-
itary aggression against Ukraine, Israel’s quiet but critical partner.

3,000 kilometers separate Jerusalem and Kyiv. And that distance is prob-
ably why most Israelis don’t know how much their normal everyday life is
already connected to Ukraine, or how much of what they take for granted
actually depends on peace and stability in Ukraine. 

Those who think a large-scale Russian war against Ukraine cannot affect
Israel are very much mistaken. This is why.

1. Ukraine has been Israel’s main grain supplier for more than a decade.
Deliveries from Ukraine account for almost 50 percent of Israeli consump-
tion of grain and other cereals. To understand what the loss of Ukrainian
grain would mean, simply break off half of your child’s sandwich or half
of the loaf of bread you bought for breakfast and hide it away out of reach.
Because you won’t have it anymore.

2. A very large part of the consumption of corn and corn products in Israel
is provided by supplies from Ukraine. Israel imports more than $200 mil-
lion worth of Ukrainian corn annually. Without Ukraine, Israelis can forget
dozens of corn products.

3. Israel imports from Ukraine large volumes of barley, rapeseed, and
soybeans, as well as agro-processing waste, molasses, beer and vodka pro-
duction waste, and alfalfa in bales.

Ukraine supplies Israel with a significant share of feed for cows and
calves, chickens, turkeys, and for breeding fish and horses. The total vol-
ume of Ukraine’s agricultural exports to Israel is more than $400 million
annually. The Israeli food industry, animal husbandry, and the dairy indus-
try are closely dependent on supplies from Ukraine.

A blow to Ukraine would be a powerful blow to these industries, which
directly affect all Israelis: the contents of their plates, cups, and pockets.

4. Ukrainian grain covers 24 percent of all the needs of Egypt and – atten-
tion! – 50 percent of Lebanon’s grain supply. In the event of interruptions
or even more, a shutdown of the Ukrainian market due to military chaos,

Israel’s southern and northern neighbors will be hit by severe blows to their
food stability.

That could lead to food shortages, even famine, in these countries,
spurring civil unrest. Hungry, unstable neighbors pose a clear threat to
Israel.

5. Ukraine has the most fertile lands in the world, the famous black soil.
Over the past decade, it has become a major global player in the food mar-
ket. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture forecast, Ukraine in
2022 should be set to provide 12 percent of world wheat exports, 16 per-
cent of world corn, 18 percent of barley, and 19 per cent of world rapeseed.

Speaking of rapeseed, it’s canola oil, diesel fuel additives, and animal
feed additives; oleic acids from rapeseed are used from pharmacology to
linoleum.

If Russian military aggression forcibly “kicks out” Ukraine from the
world food mar-

T
ennessee’s McMinn County School Board
recently banned Art Spiegelman’s “Maus”
from its school curriculum. For those unfa-

miliar, the Pulitzer Prize-winning graphic novel
depicts Spiegelman’s conversations with his
father, Vladek, as the latter shares his experi-
ences surviving the Holocaust. The banning of
“Maus” takes place in an America deeply igno-
rant of the realities of anti-Semitism and the

Holocaust. Half of American millennials cannot name a concentration
camp or ghetto. Hate thrives in ignorance. American Jews are per capita the
likeliest minority group to be the recipient of a hate crime. 

This trend is hardly confined to the United States. Canadian Jews com-
prise only one percent of the population, yet remain the victims of 16 per-
cent of all police-reported hate crime. Nearly a quarter of Canadian mil-
lennials have not heard or  are not sure if they have heard of the Holocaust.
North America is grappling with a shocking lack of Holocaust knowledge
and, perhaps unsurprisingly, an accompanying wave of hate.

Curiously, as anti-Jewish sentiment skyrockets, groups perceiving them-
selves as marginalized are appropriating Holocaust imagery to portray
themselves as victims. Images of protestors wearing the yellow Star of
David—which Jews were forced to wear by Nazi Germany—have become
a ubiquitous feature of anti-vaccination protests around the world.  

People who are vulgar or ignorant enough to correlate their own experi-
ences with that of Jews during the Holocaust are not simply hyperbolic—
they’re dangerous. 

These yellow-badged protestors are part of a larger cultural movement
that is inching towards a treacherous understanding of the Holocaust as a
universal event. This ‘universal Holocaust’ is one of victims and perpetra-
tors instead of Jews and Nazis. Sanitized of details, it claims every injus-
tice as Naziism and every victimization as Jewish. It champions a history
devoid of specificity—obscuring our ability to recognize and combat fas-
cism and white supremacy in the present. This universal Holocaust, spitting
in the face of history, is Judenfrei. 

On “The View,” Whoopi Goldberg recently claimed that the Holocaust
was “not about race” but instead about “man's inhumanity to man.”
Goldberg—who is not Jewish—was lambasted on both traditional and

social media and suspended for two weeks. In the noise surrounding the
incident, it’s possible we may have been asking the wrong questions. Was
Goldberg wrong? Obviously. A more pressing question might be: How
should we teach the Holocaust? Shockingly, we must also ask: How do we
ensure that the story of the Jews isn’t whitewashed from the history of the
Holocaust? 

Answering these questions may be predicated on the texts we champion.
Not all approaches to Holocaust education are created equally. The amount
of popular literature being taught in schools that distorts or outright falsi-
fies the history of the Holocaust is astounding. John Boyne’s bestselling
fiction, “The Boy in the Striped Pajamas,” tells the story of Bruno, the son
of the Commandant of Auschwitz. Bruno befriends a Jewish inmate in
Auschwitz. In a case of mistaken identity, both Bruno and his friend are
killed in the gas chambers. The book, riddled with historical inaccuracies,
depends on a German boy being gassed to elicit reader sympathy. The
Nazis undoubtedly committed atrocities against non-Jewish victims.
However, Boyne’s depiction of the Holocaust positions Germans as the
principal victims of Naziism. Despite the Auschwitz Memorial stating that
“The Boy in the Striped Pajamas” “should be avoided by anyone who stud-
ies or teaches about the history of the Holocaust,” the text has become a
classroom staple. It is often young people’s only point of contact in learn-
ing about the Holocaust. 

Race, and with it racism, remains in the eye of the beholder. Whoopi
Goldberg’s comment that the Holocaust was “not about race” arose during
a discussion of the banning of “Maus”. If she had bothered to open the first
page of the book, she would have read Hitler’s infamous declaration that
“The Jews are undoubtedly a race, but they are not human.” The point here
is not to castigate Goldberg. It is to highlight that her views are a chilling
indicator of how mainstream a Judenfrei Holocaust is becoming. To stop it,
we will need to prioritize survivor testimonies such as “Maus” - testi-
monies that include the barbaric specificities of Naziism. 

“Maus” remains deeply important. Those who have read it will better
understand how anti-Semitism and fascism works. In turn, they will be bet-
ter prepared to fight both. At the very least, the graphic novel may give
pause to those who would equate their inconveniences to the Holocaust,
their political opponents to the “Gazpacho,” and protestors waving
Swastika flags to champions of freedom. 
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Analysis

Israel will be much more adversely affected by the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine than most people realize

“Maus”, Whoopi Goldberg and the perils of a Judenfrei Holocaust
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By

JAMIE MICHAELS

(Continued on page 10. See “Israel & Ukraine”.)



By BERNIE BELLAN
In 2019 former Gray Academy educator Avi Posen, along with his wife,

the former Illana Minuk, made aliyah to Israel, where Avi began working
for an organization know as “Open Dor Media” and Illana began a four
year medical program at the Technion in Haifa. (You can read about Avi’s
work with Open Dor Media on our website at

http://jewishpostand-
n e w s . c a / 1 5 -
news/the-cms/537-
how-former-gray-
academy-instructor-
avi-posen-came-to-
take-a-central-role-
in-offering-online-
education-for-jewish-
schools.)

On March 6, Avi
will be one of the
presenters during
Limmud, which will
once again be held
completely online
(There’s still time to
register. Go to LimmudWinnipeg.org to sign up.)

Recently we sent Avi a series of questions about his upcoming presenta-
tion. Following are the questions and Avi’s answers:

JP&N: Are you still working for “Open Dor Media”?
Avi: Absolutely! 

JP&N:  If so, are you still involved with “Unpacked for Educators”?
Avi: More than ever! My main role within our organization is working on

our Unpacked for Educators website which includes the building of cur-
riculum and educational resources as well as liaising with our educator
community around the world. This year I’m facilitating our partner school
program in partnership with Prizmah: Center for Jewish Day Schools in
which we have 70 partner schools from 11 countries from across the reli-
gious and political spectrum. I run monthly webinars for the educators, we
offer coaching sessions and help them incorporate our content into their
teaching.

JP&N: I wrote a fairly detailed story about what you were doing back in
August 2020. At the time everything was online. Now that in person learn-
ing has resumed, has that made any difference to how you engage with stu-
dents?

Avi: Back when everything was online, educators were looking for
resources and media that they could use in their virtual classrooms. We’re
grateful that they found us and since returning to the classroom, the num-
ber of educators and educational institutions using our content has only
grown. Good education is good education and our videos, articles, podcasts
and wide array of educational resources about Israel, Jewish history and
Jewish identity fill a need in the Jewish educational community whether
virtually or in person. In the last couple of years we have pumped out a
plethora of new content: podcasts, video series about the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, antisemitism, the Shoah, the Power of Judaism and more. Last
year, we ran our 2nd year of Israel Pursuit, the Israeli history and culture
version of the International Bible Quiz in which we had over 12,000 stu-
dents register from 13 countries. We held a live finals event with Jewish
and Israeli celebrities asking questions on Zoom with 10 regional finalists
from around the world - and a Canadian won first place! 

JP&N:  Your presentation is billed as “engaging the next generation of
Jews through media”. I assume by media you’re referring to online media.
I doubt that anyone under 30 ever reads a print publication. Which forms
of media do you find most effective in reaching the younger
generation?e.g., Tik tok, Instagram, etc.?

Avi: Exactly, in fact 85% of teenagers are on YouTube, 72% on Instagram
and 69% on TikTok, according to a study from 2021, so the best way to
educate them is to reach them where they are in their own language. In the
last year we’ve expanded to all of the different social media platforms in a
big way.

JP&N: When you give your presentation what kinds of media will you be
using? Will you employ videos?

Avi:
I will definitely be showing 1 or 2 of our videos. 

JP&N: With everything that’s gone on with Covid, how interested do you
think young people are with Israel? I myself have no idea. Maybe they’re
more interested...I just don’t know. I’d be interested to get your take.

Avi: I think the events of May 2021 really lit the Jewish world on fire -
the social media firestorm, the rise in antisemitism - in some ways it pushed
some Jews away from engaging in their identity but I’ve found that in an
incredible way, it worked to really ignite the younger generation to connect
to their identity, their people and homeland like I haven’t seen for a long
time.  

JP&N: Anything else you want to say?
Avi:  Looking forward to being a part of Limmud Winnipeg!
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Limmud preview

Avi Posen to discuss “Engaging the Next Generation of Jews Through Media” at Limmud

Avi & Illana Posen, with newborn Lielle
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When Martin Silvert says
that he “should have been
a show business journal-

ist”, the lifelong Winnipegger isn’t
kidding.  He reports that he has
1100 movies on his shelves. 

“Oscar night is sacred to me,” he
says.  I have so far watched every
single show since 1962 without
missing one.”

He further notes that he has seen over 100 plays on
Broadway – musicals are his favourites -  and more on the
London stage. 

And the celebrities he has met! The list includes Mel
Brooks and Anne Bancroft (“lovely people”, he says), Jack
Lemmon,  “Sweeney Todd” stars Angela Lansbury and Len
Cariou, Ann Miller, Glenda Jackson, Peter O’Toole, Maggie
Smith Bill Macy (of “Maude” fame), Florence Henderson,
Christopher Reeve, Jack Gilbert, and Kaye Ballard to name
a few.

“I once ran into Ray Bolger (the scarecrow in “The Wizard of Oz”)  walk-
ing down the street in New York,” he recalls.

“And Molly Picon (who was also a star of the Yiddish theatre) was one
of my favourites.”

However,  the brightest star in the entertainment firmament for Silvert is
- and always has been Barbra Streisand.  His home is a shrine to the star.
He has all of Streisand’s movies, all her records and CDs,  framed photos,
posters, news clippings and much more.

Silvert has also been fortunate in that he has been able to see his tran-
scendent star live in concert six times – twice each in Las Vegas, Florida
and Washington, DC. (Bonus points – at one of the Washington concerts,
he was sitting just seven rows behind Bill and Hillary Clinton. He was there
with a friend who was originally from Little Rock and who used to baby sit
Chelsea Clinton.)

He also sends Streisand birthday cards every year.  Although he has never
received a reply nor has he ever  met her in person, he is not deterred in his
admiration for her.

“She has a team that screens everything and everyone,” he offers.
So where did this fascination with Streisand begin for Silvert?  Martin

recalls the first time that he heard Streisand singing.  It was 1964, and the
young son of the late Edward and Dorothy Silvert was home for lunch
when the then-elementary school student first heard Streisand singing
“People” on the radio.

He was hooked.
“As soon as I heard that voice, “he recalls,  “I dropped my grilled cheese

sandwich and ran to the radio.  I have been a fan ever since.”
His expertise and renown as the go-to guy for everything Streisand is

such that when Columbia Pictures and Sony Music still had Canadian
offices in Toronto, they would send him promotions on everything. “I had
my own early advance screening of ‘The Prince of Tides,’ and when ‘The
Mirror has Two Faces’ opened,” he recounts, “they wanted me to invite
friends to the first screening here, which really was a lot of fun. They called
me up to the front of the then Garrick theatre and they had a contest to

stump me on what I knew.  Needless to say, I can’t be
stumped. There is nothing virtually I don’t know about
Barbra. When you’re a fan for that long, you know every-
thing.”

Now, I wouldn’t want readers to get the impression that
Martin Silvert’s life has only been about Streisand.  He did
work for 30 years for Saskatchewan Wheat Pool as a grain
trader – followed by seven more years for Anheuser
Busch. He retired to look after his aged and ailing parents. 

Over ten years - prior to the onset of Covid, he volun-
teered at the Simkin Centre, where his mother was a resi-
dent for a couple of years before her passing.

“I really enjoyed volunteering at the Simkin Centre,
helping residents with lunch, manicures and on outings to
the park,” he says.  

In fact,  the Simkin Centre’s last program, pre-Covid,
featured Silvert sharing his knowledge and  passion con-
cerning Streisand with appreciative residents.

“I have missed my volunteering at the Simkin Centre
and am hoping to return when conditions permit,” he says.

He is also eager to get back to New York City – “my home away from
home,” he says -  and to Los Angeles, so that he can use his Academy
Award Museum membership and walk on the Barbra Streisand Bridge at
the museum.

And Streisand  fans, Silvert notes,  are eagerly anticipating the release of
a rumoured new CD from the soon-to-be 80-year-old diva.  (Her birthday
is April 24, Silvert reveals.)

One final anecdote from Silvert has to do with Streisand’s performance
in Winnipeg very early in her career.  According to a Winnipeg Free Press
story from 2006, she was booked to play the Town ‘n Country,  a famous
local establishment, in 1961.  While the then 19-year-old received a posi-
tive review from then-leading Winnipeg entertainment writer Gene
Telpner, Silvert noted in the Free Press story that Town ‘n Country owner
Auby Galpern didn’t like her manner or her clothes and fired her before her
booking was over, saying that “she would never make it in the business”.

“A year later, she was debuting on Broadway,” Silvert notes. 

Martin Silvert is  a Barbra Streisand superfan 

Profile

By

MYRON LOVE

Martin Silvert
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On Kashrut in Winnipeg

The Jewish Post & News has always been close to my heart and is an
integral part of my Canadian and Winnipeg Jewish heritage. More and
more, though, I find it painful to read, yet I soldier on. Painful, because its
coverage reflects the gradual and inevitable shrinkage of the Jewish com-
munity in Winnipeg and in the Diaspora as a whole. The latest reporting on
the issue of kashrut is just another symptom. I’m not religious, and I don’t
keep kosher, but the fact that kashrut has gone from being a central pillar
of the community when I was a child in the fifties, to a doubtful, perhaps
bothersome need for a smaller and smaller minority shows the direction we
are headed in.

The Jewish religion which allowed Jews to survive as a unique entity
over the millenia began to gradually lose its vitality in the 19th century in
Europe and the Americas. Assimilation became the central issue of the
Jewish “problem” and the Holocaust wiped out both assimilationists in the
west and the still majority orthodox religious communities of Eastern
Europe. For a time, Zionism, the establishment of Israel and existential
dangers it faced replaced religion to a great extent as the focus and glue
that kept Jewish community life in the Diaspora strong. Unfortunately
Israel is losing that status rapidly due to its own behavior in continuing a
55 year old occupation and trampling the rights of Palestinians to the point
where defining it as an “apartheid state” is becoming common and accept-
able. Israel is losing the younger generations of Jews in the Diaspora and
is at a point where its support in places such as Winnipeg comes in the form
of screeds by such fogeys as Myron Love and his ilk. 

Sadly, Israel never truly became a spiritual center for the Diaspora as
called for by the Ahad Ha’am. Its military and technological prowess
attracted Jewish pride for a while, but now does little to bind it to young
Jews in the Diaspora looking for a Jewish moral and spiritual focus. It is a
shame and part of a long term catastrophe for the Jewish people.

For the majority of Jews in the Diaspora, especially the young, who do
not look to religion, and certainly not its orthodox variant, which only
feeds alienation, there is currently no Jewish moral and spiritual center, not
in the Galut and not in Israel. This bodes ill for the Jewish people.  
Zev Cohen
(Israel)

Ratio of Jewish to non-Jewish residents at the Simkin Centre

Hi Bernie,
As requested, please find the ratio of Jewish to non-Jewish residents at

the Simkin Centre for the past 5 years. 
2017 – 67 non-Jewish or 33.5%
2018 – 63 non-Jewish or 31.5%
2019 – 71 non-Jewish or 35.5%
2020 – 61 non-Jewish or 30.5%
2021 – 86 non-Jewish or 43.0% 

Gerry (Kaplan)
(Chair of the Simkin Centre Board)

Re: The synagogues in Winnipeg

Hi Bernie,
Seventy-five years ago my father and I went to a synagogue that was sit-

uated one block west of Derby Street – between Jarvis and Dufferin.
Unfortunately, I cannot remember the name of it.

At the same time there was a small synagogue on Stella Avenue – across
Stella Park – west of David Livingstone School. It was on the south-east
corner 

As kids passing by, we had to be careful because, if they were short
Jewish bodies for a minyan, the rabbi or the shamus would come and grab
us by the collar (or ear) and take us into the synagogue to make up the
minyan. Can’t remember the name of that one either.

Maybe someone my age can come up with the names. 
No big deal  - just memories that the article brought back.
Love your stuff!!
Regards,

Jack Winestock
Collingwood, Ontario

ket – or even just temporarily delays sow-
ing, harvesting, processing, and supply –
it will create a tsunami effect on a global

scale. This will hit not only Israel, but the entire arc of states from North
Africa to the Persian Gulf and South Asia, all consumers of Ukrainian
exports.

6. Two-thirds of Ukraine’s agricultural products are grown in the eastern
and southern regions of this country – precisely those regions closest to
potential strikes from Russia.

The main ports from which Ukrainian exports go to Israel and the Middle
East are Odessa and Mariupol, identified by U.S. intelligence as potential
targets for a Russian invasion. The blockade of these Ukrainian Black Sea
ports by the Russian army and navy would halt the export of agricultural
and metallurgical products.

7. About metal: Every year, Israel imports from Ukraine hot-rolled steel,
steel bars, ferroalloys, pipes, steel billets, metal structures, as well as tim-
ber, plywood, and wood-based panels worth $120 million.

All are extremely important for Israel’s construction industry: for ports,
hydraulic structures, military facilities, airports, high-rise buildings, indus-
trial facilities, tunnels, railway lines – wherever reinforced concrete struc-
tures are used. Sheet metal from Ukraine is used in Israel for transport,
conveyor lines, waste plants, and metalworking.

Oleksandr Pavlov, head of the Ukraine-Israel Business Council, tells me:
“In the event of a war (against Ukraine), it will be extremely difficult to

replace all this. And the price will not be so favorable for Israeli importers,
and the delivery logistics will definitely be more expensive. The nearest
such ‘supermarkets’ are either in the euro area, or with states hostile to
Israel, or very far away, of poor quality or the wrong standards, the wrong
assortment and the wrong quantity.” 

Israeli construction will slow down, and some will stop due to a lack of
materials. Similarly, infrastructure projects of national importance will
stall and be pushed back for many years. 2,000 construction workers from
Ukraine will stop coming to Israel. People who have taken mortgage loans
for new construction will wait longer for their apartments and pay more.
The already painful rise in property prices will accelerate.

I will add my own two cents: if there is at least a theoretical option to
replace Ukraine on the metal products market, then it is almost impossible
to find a replacement for Ukraine on the food and agricultural market.
Especially in the face of global food shortages and the seasonal nature of
food maturation and production.

8. All this will lead to the fact that, in the event of a major war against
Ukraine, the increase in the cost of living in Israel will make our current
complaints about rising prices look like child’s play. We are on the verge
of the biblical “seven years of hunger,” with a sharp rise in food prices.

And I have not yet mentioned the potential wave of refugees from
Ukraine in the face of military tension.

9. Israeli high-tech, a key engine of the Israeli economy, has a longtime
worker shortage, which has led to Ukraine becoming Israel’s main sub-
contractor for reliable and qualified specialists: almost 45 percent of Israeli
high-tech outsourcing is based in Ukraine.

Israeli orders involve 10-17,000 programmers, and some experts talk
about almost 20,000 Ukrainian programmers fulfilling orders from Israeli
companies. 

Israeli startups are today connected by a umbilical cord with Ukrainian
subcontractors in Kyiv, Kharkiv, Dnipro, and Odessa – exactly the cities
that the arrows on military maps forecast as likely targets of Russian mili-
tary strikes.

Israeli companies are already discussing relocation scenarios with
Ukrainian partners, for example, to Poland. But it is obvious to everyone
that in the event of a large-scale invasion, there will be interruptions and
serious delays in the development of many Israeli high-tech projects.

10. The focus of the U.S., U.K. and EU countries on Ukraine during fur-
ther Russian aggression will divert their attention and resources from the
threat of Iran. And Tehran, in turn, under the guise of a war in Eastern
Europe, could make a breakthrough towards nuclear weapons. 

The position of the West as a collective may turn towards greater com-
pliance with the  program. They say, “this is less important and less dan-
gerous than the Russia-Ukraine conflict.” As a result, Israel may be left  to
face the nuclear threat alone.

Zvi Magen, who served as Israel’s ambassador to both Russia and
Ukraine, has stated that while Israel and Russia currently take the same
approach to the Iranian issue, that commonality of views could easily
change,  if current tensions around Ukraine develop into a general crisis
between Russia and the West.

Most immediately, that could have an impact in Syria, where there is a
longstanding tacit cooperation between Israel and Russia regarding Israeli
strikes on Iranian arms deliveries.

In an effort to source a replacement for Russian gas for Europe in the
event of an attack by Moscow on Ukraine, U.S. President Joe Biden has
fastened on Qatar, with its huge gas reserves, but which also funds Islamic
radicalism in many parts of the world and is one of the main donors to
Hamas. A starring role for Qatar could put stress on the moderate Gulf
states’ joint anti-Iranian front with Israel. 

Shimon Briman is a historian, freelance journalist and Israeli expert
on Israel-Ukraine relations

Israel & Ukraine
(Continued from page 7.)
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By AMOS HAREL 
(Haaretz) Feb. 25, 2022 On Thursday, a few hours after the start of the

Russian assault on Ukraine, Prof. Dima Adamsky was unusually emotion-
al. A lecturer at Reichman University, Herzliya, Adamsky is one of the
world’s leading authorities on Russian strategic thinking. In recent years
he’s divided his time between Israel, Europe and the United States, advis-
ing security establishments in a number of countries. He was stunned by
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s eve-of-invasion speech.

It was, Adamsky says, the “distillation of everything Putin has projected
in the past few years. I don’t tend to the dramatic, but I felt shivers as I lis-
tened to it. I recalled Stalin’s famous speech in November 1941, when the
Germans neared Moscow.” Putin’s aggressive speech led Adamsky to five
major conclusions. I asked him to sum them up.

“The first conclusion is that Putin has a supreme goal, and it is not
Ukraine. Ukraine is from his perspective the most painful symptom of
what’s bothering him. He is out to overhaul the rules of the international
game that were formed at the end of the Cold War, contrary to Russia’s will.
It was a unipolar world with one hegemonic power, the United States,
whose victory in the Cold War sent it into a state of euphoria and spawned
an attempt to dictate America’s principles and way of life to the rest of the
world.

“Putin has been talking about this since his speech at the Munich
Conference 15 years ago. A year later he invaded Georgia and initiated a
cyberattack on Ukraine. Russia is trying to arrive at a world in which there
is not one hegemonic power that wields unconstrained might. From Putin’s
point of view, he issued warning after warning, but the world didn’t heed
the Russian distress signals. When the West started to expand its influence
in areas close to Russia, it thereby maximized its security at Moscow’s
expense. For eight years Putin demanded a diplomatic solution, since the
Russian invasion of Crimea. In his eyes, the government in Kyiv has no
independent right of existence; it is only a tool in the hands of the West. He
has now moved to address both the symptom and the big problem: the sys-
tem of international relations. The goal is to restore Russia as an equal part-
ner at the table of the great powers. For the Russians, this is not just pro-
paganda – they really and truly believe in it.

“The present crisis was aggravated in November 2021. The second con-
clusion is that what is happening since is unfolding according to two cen-
tral notions in Russian strategic thinking – levels of escalation and multi-
dimensional coercion (or deterrence). Every move of theirs will intertwine
military and nonmilitary elements, soft power and harder power. In the past
three months they have gradually escalated the use of power across the
breadth of the sector: diplomacy, propaganda, cyber, concentration of
forces and, at the extreme, also nuclear muscle flexing. The possibility of
the use of nuclear weapons is always mentioned, already from the outset.

“The third conclusion is that the Russian army isn’t what it used to be.
Since 2008 it has undergone a significant organizational reform which has
produced a strong organization that is able to work as a conglomerate com-
bining intelligence and inflicting a military strike. The Americans preced-
ed them in applying these ideas during the wars of the 1990s in Iraq and
Kosovo, but the Russians have extended themselves to close the gap since.
The first time they implemented these principles was in the civil war in
Syria, beginning in 2015. What we will see in the coming days is their
attempt to reprise their successes in Syria, with double the might. They will
seek to demonstrate the advanced combat capabilities they have developed,
this time on the global stage. This will involve as few boots on the ground
as possible and as much precision fire as possible. And in contrast to what
they did in Syria, they will try to reduce the harm to the civilian population
– not because they suddenly care about questions of combat morality, but
in order to show off their military excellence.

“The fourth conclusion has to do with their historical traumas. In his
recent speeches Putin often mentioned two major failures: the German
invasion in 1941 and the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. In the
Russian consciousness those grim experiences are alive and kicking. He
maintained that the lesson from both affairs is that Russia must not adopt a
policy of appeasement. It needs to act militarily to defend itself against a
larger calamity that is liable to occur. If you will, this is the Russian ver-
sion of the “campaign between the wars” that Israel is conducting in the
Middle East. He himself said that he would embark on a special military
operation, to prevent a larger strategic disaster.

“The fifth conclusion has to with the question of how all this is supposed
to end from their point of view. Because the Russian build-up before the
offensive was so large, it can’t end with a whimper. Russia is striving to
demonstrate that it has improved its national security. Putin perceives him-
self in historical terms. He identifies totally with Russia’s destiny and

greatness. There is nothing in his life that interests him more than that.
After all, he’s not apprehensive that he won’t be reelected.

“When he talks about the West’s attempt to impose on Russia a way of
life that does not suit it, he sounds almost messianic. On the other hand, the
Americans can’t allow themselves to buckle under and display weakness
either. They are in the midst of a strategic competition with China,
Accordingly, they too will be ready to escalate some of their moves. Russia
and the United States will have to find a way to exit from this collision. It’s
only Ukraine that no one is taking into account.”

Adamsky’s 2019 book, “Russian Nuclear Orthodoxy” (Stanford
University Press), was published in Hebrew translation last year. The book
analyzes the complex relations between the Russian Orthodox Church and
the Russian army, focusing on its nuclear arsenal. Adamsky told Haaretz
that “Putin is driven by a potent concept of values, religion and tradition.
Of this confrontation he talks in terms of a war of the sons of light against
the sons of darkness. Simultaneously, all along the way, the Russians are
evoking their nuclear might. In his latest speeches, too, Putin said that he
wants to remind everyone about their advanced arsenal and added a warn-
ing: Don’t put us to the test.”

The Iranian gulf
Israel is following tensely the far-reaching strategic implications which

the new war that erupted in Ukraine is liable to have. If the brutal aggres-
sion displayed by Russia ends successfully, that will also be a signal to
China, which is already hurling threats at Taiwan. And indirectly, Iran, too,
is attentive to the developments, while consistently perpetrating violence
against its Gulf neighbors and assisting organizations that are fighting
against Israel.

In the shorter term, the sharp confrontation between the world powers
might disrupt the finalization of the renewed nuclear accord that is now
under discussion with the Iranians in Vienna. Recent weeks have seen
reports of considerable progress
in the negotiations, but the view

‘Putin has an ultimate goal, and it’s not Ukraine’
Prof. Dima Adamsky, an expert on Russian strategic thinking, admits he was shocked by Putin’s
speech and drew five conclusions ■ What the Russia-Ukraine war could mean for the Iran nuke deal

Analysis

(Continued on page 13. See “Putin”.)



12 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 2, 2022

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Memoriams, and Unveilings

$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo: $15
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

Dr. EARL SAMUEL HERSHFIELD 
Dr. Earl S. Hershfield

died on January 30, 2022
at the age of 87. 

He was predeceased by
his parents Sheppy and
Teenie, and his sons
David and Bryan. He is
survived by his wife
Betty Anne, siblings
Melvyn and Sharon, son
Jeffrey, daughter-in-law
Alison, and grandchil-
dren Andrew and Sophia. 

Earl grew up in the
vibrant Jewish community of Winnipeg’s North End.
He attended Ralph Brown and Machray schools.
While a high school student at St. John’s Tech, Earl
was a provincial champion in the 100-yard dash. He
received a B.Sc. degree and later an M.D. degree
from the University of Manitoba. After completing a
residency in internal medicine at the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, Minnesota, he returned to Winnipeg and
went into private practice with his father and uncle. 

In 1967 he joined the faculty of the medical school
at the University of Manitoba and was appointed
Associate Medical Director of the newly formed
Joint Respiratory Program. His primary responsibili-
ty was to run the tuberculosis prevention program for
the province of Manitoba, a position which he held
for many years. It was as a specialist in TB that Earl
made his mark in an illustrious career spanning many
decades. He modernized the protocols for the control
of TB in Manitoba, advocating for the closure of the
largely ineffectual sanitoria, introducing cutting-
edge drug therapies and innovative treatment regi-
mens which ensured that patients received the full
benefits from their life-saving medicine. He travelled
extensively throughout Canada’s North as well as
internationally, advising governments and health
agencies on TB prevention and control. Earl co-
authored an influential text on TB, and was actively
involved in research. He served as Executive
Director of the Canadian Lung Association from
1975 to 1982, and as Secretary-General of the North
American region for the International Union Against
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease from 1979 to 1992,
receiving its distinguished service award in 2000. 

Earl was an active and engaged member of
Winnipeg’s Jewish community. He was a member of
the Ramah School board while his children were stu-
dents there. He served two terms as president of the
Y.M.H.A. and was a long-time board member of the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. Latterly, Earl was
president of the Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia Synagogue
which, in its original incarnation in the North End,
was the shul his family attended and where he had
his bar mitzvah. He did a masterful job guiding the
shul through difficult times, leaving it in a much bet-
ter place than where he found it when he took over
as president. 

Funeral services were held at the Rosh Pina
Memorial Park. Pallbearers were Melvin Fages, Joel
Hershfield, Gary Nerman, Jordan Garber, Zack
Babins, and Martin Pollock. Honorary pall bearers
were Alison Gillmor, Sophia Hershfield, and Andrew
Tefs. 

Donations may be made to a charity of your
choice. 

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MAR. 2

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In memory of

LOIS
ACKERMAN

who passed away
March 13, 2021
29 Days in Adar

—Forever loved and deeply
missed by: her children, Ron,
Karen (Jerry), and Ruth
(Tom); sister Elaine (Sy),
brother Earl (Penny), brother-
in-law Harvey; grandchildren,
family, and friends.

LOVE YOU MORE

Please join our family for the
unveiling June 26, 2022 at
10:30 am, SZ Cemetery. Meal
to follow. Must be fully
vaccinated to attend.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX
BERKOWITS

who passed away
March 2, 2013

— Lovingly remembered by
his son Rob, daughter-in-law
Kristin and grandchildren
Grayson & Avery.

In Memoriam

MICKEY
COOPERBAND

who passed away
February 23, 1983

In loving memory of

SANDRA
COOPERBAND

who passed away
March 6, 2018

— Not a day goes by that we don’t think of you. Missed by all who
knew and loved them, especially their children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and brother.

— Ever remembered and sadly missed and loved…always by
their children Julius and Marsha, Sheldon and Randy and
grandchildren Carrie, Robyn and Jay.

ETTA
DASHEFSKY

who passed away
March 19, 1996
29 Days in Adar

ISRAEL
DASHEFSKY

who passed away
April 12, 1983

29 Days in Nisan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

In loving memory of

MORRIS GUNN
who passed away

March 5, 1973
1st Day in Adar II, 5733

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

who passed away
April 14, 2008

9 days in Nissan

In loving memory of

PEGGY and TOBY KESSLER

— Always remembered and forever loved by your children,
grandchildren, relatives and friends.

who passed away
March 5, 2014

3 days in Adar II

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LOUIS RUBIN
who passed away

March 8, 2016
29th of Adar I, 5776

—Lovingly remembered and
deeply missed by his wife
Colette, his children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren,
family and friends.

6th Yahrzeit
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MARCH 9

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LOUIS
BERNSTEIN

who passed away
March 18, 2019

11 Days in Adar II
(this year corresponding to Feb. 23)

Forever in our hearts
—Lovingly remembered by
your wife Clara, children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

ROCHELLE
BLUMENTHAL

6 Adar II
Beloved wife, mother and
grandmother. 
- Always remembered by
Susan, Heather, Brian and
Jennifer and families,
extended  family and friends. 

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARIE MULLER
who passed away
March 18, 2019

11 days in Adar 2
Your love, strength and courage
continue to guide us.
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your husband, Teddy,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and dear
friends.

Adieu mon coeur.

Always in our thoughts; Forever in our hearts
Loved and missed by your children - Audrey & Russell, grandsons,
great-grandsons, and family.

DAVID
POLLOCK
who passed away

April 10, 2000
5 Days in Nisan

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

MILDRED
POLLOCK
who passed away
March 15, 1972

29 Days in Adar I

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYBIL ROSE
ROSSMAN
who passed away
March 14, 1991

29 Days in Adar I
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
Dale and Penny, grand-
daughter Robyn and great-
grandchildren Savanna and
Riley.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC
SIMOVITCH

who passed away
March 16, 1992

12 Days in Adar II
Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
With aches in our hearts
And tears in our eyes
We light the thirtieth  candle
In your beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children
Sandra and Ean, Rhona and
Harvey, loving grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RICHARD
STILLWATER MD

who passed away
March 17, 2011

11 Days in Adar II
To remember you is easy
We do it every day
It’s just the pain of losing you
That never goes away.
— Your loving wife, children
grandchildren, and great-
grandchild.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MINDY
UNRODE-HABER

who passed away
March 13, 1986

2 Days in Adar II
Toronto, Ont.

Mindy our love, you are sadly
missed, for it is hard to let you go.
We cannot have the old days back
when we were all together,
but secret  tears, and loving
thoughts of you
Will be with us forever.
— Remembered with love by
daughter Lauren, grand-
children Everett and   Eden,
sister Diane, niece Rachel, and
many cousins.

36th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GERTRUDE
WEISS

who passed away
March 7, 1995

5th of Adar II, 5755
— A gentle, kind and beautiful
woman; sadly missed and
always loved by Francie and
Eric,  Beverley and Bryan and
all her grandchildren Abby,
Jill, Richard, Erin, Evan,
Michael & Lainie.

27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father & zaide

ZEEV "VOLVI"
WEISZNER

who passed away
March 8, 1997

29 Days in Adar I, 5757
Forever in our hearts.
— Always remembered &
dearly missed by his loving
wife, children, grandchildren
& great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
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let off in the Lebanese arena, where Iran is
involved indirectly. Last week, the Israel
Defense Forces downed a drone that Hezbollah
launched into the skies over the Galilee. The
next day the organization launched another air-
borne craft (which the IDF described as a model
airplane) that flew successfully over Israeli ter-
ritory for about half an hour before returning to
its base. Two days earlier, on February 16, in a
speech marking the 30th anniversary of Israel’s
assassination of his predecessor, Abbas
Musawi, Hezbollah secretary general Hassan
Nasrallah floated a series of threats. He present-
ed the technological advances of his organiza-
tion, which, he said, is manufacturing remotely
piloted vehicles, upgrading the precision of its
rocket arsenal and deploying antiaircraft batter-
ies that are hampering the freedom of action of
Israeli aircraft.

Nasrallah’s most interesting point related to
the precision-upgrading project. Israel has been
saying for years that it is successfully crippling
Iran’s smuggling efforts in Lebanon, which
focus on the upgrading of the rockets. In a
United Nations speech, former Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu revealed sites connected
to the precision-upgrading project, and in
August 2019 a critical element in the project
was bombed in Beirut. Yet Nasrallah is claiming
that Hezbollah is succeeding in converting
thousands of rockets into precision weapons,
and is hinting that he no longer needs the smug-
gling activity. Nasrallah threatened Israel with
“Ansariya 2” should it attempt to raid the mis-
sile sites. In 1997, 12 Israeli naval commandos
were killed when they raided the village of
Ansariya, near Tyre. For years, the IDF pon-
dered the circumstances of the disaster, but
today the prevailing view is that there was a
Hezbollah ambush, apparently after an intelli-
gence leak.

Dr. Shimon Shapira, an expert on Hezbollah
from the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs,
wondered about the considerations that prompt-
ed Hezbollah to dredge up that incident. Shapira
found an interesting report that appeared this
week in the Kuwaiti newspaper Al Rai. The
paper, a well-known clearing house for intelli-
gence services that want to transmit messages,
quotes an American diplomat who maintains
that Israeli elite units recently raided sites sus-
pected of being involved in the precision project
in Lebanon, wrecked equipment, collective
intelligence information and also left threaten-
ing messages for Hezbollah. What does
Nasrallah know about all this? That’s not clear,
but he’s known to read the Kuwaiti (and Israeli)
press avidly.

in Israel is that unre-
solved disparities
remain between the
sides. Now it will be
difficult for the pow-
ers to work out a joint
agreement. The war
in Ukraine will delay
the signing of the new
accord in Vienna. In
fact, it might even
bring about the col-
lapse of the talks.
From the viewpoint
of Tehran, which
apparently intended
to sign the agreement
in all seriousness, that
could be disappoint-
ing news.

In the meantime, a
little steam is being

Putin
(Continued 
from page 11.)
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By RON KAMPEAS
Feb. 25, 2022 (JTA) — Ukraine’s Jewish president, Volodymyr Zelensky, called Israeli Prime

Minister Naftali Bennett and asked Israel to mediate a ceasefire with Russia.

The New York Times on Friday quoted the
Ukraine ambassador to Israel, Yevgen
Korniychuk, as confirming the call. Separately,
Israel’s state-owned Kann News said Zelensky
called Bennett on Friday as Kiev was under siege.

Zelensky argued to the Israeli prime minister
that Israel is the only country that enjoys close
relations with both countries.

Korniychuk said the proposal was to have the
talks in Israel. Russia reportedly has offered to
launch talks in Belarus, its ally which is facilitat-
ing its massive invasion.

The proposal to have Israel mediate between
Russia and Ukraine is not new, and Kann reported
that Putin in the past rejected similar offers from
Israel. It said Putin was “infuriated” by the pro-
posals. It was not clear whether Bennett was ready
to again make the overture to Moscow.

Kann and Haaretz reported that Russia’s foreign
ministry summoned Israel’s ambassador to
Moscow to clarify statements Israeli leaders have
made in support of Ukraine.

Foreign Minister Yair Lapid, who has been espe-
cially forceful in condemning Russia, on Friday
posted on Twitter exit points from Ukraine for
Israelis fleeing the country.

Earlier this month, prior to Russia’s invasion,
Korniychuk had harshly criticized Lapid for not
condemning Russian aggression forcefully enough
and for saying Israel did not believe a “violent
confrontation” was imminent.

Limmud preview

In his presentation during  Limmud this
coming Sunday, Rabbi Yosef Benarroch will
discuss “Israel’s First Two Kings: David and
Solomon”. 

Rabbi Benarroch was born in Tangiers,
Morocco.

He is a graduate of Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, attended the University of Manitoba (Bachelor of Physical
Education and teaching degree), received his Rabbinic ordination from
Machon Harry Fischel Jerusalem, and obtained a Masters in Jewish
History from Touro College. Rabbi Benarroch served as Rabbi Beth
Hamidrash Vancouver, Sephardic Educational Center Jerusalem,
Midreshet Eshel Jerusalem, and is currently the spiritual leader for
Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia Congregation.

In an email echange I had with him, Rabbi Yosef Benarroch said he will explore King David’s pre-
occupation with building the Temple and his son, King Solomon, accomplishing that feat. 

The class will deal less with the archeological record of both David and Solomon, Rabbi Benarroch
observed.

“The basic theme will be more on the imperative to build the Temple from a political, spiritual,
and moral perspective,” Rabbi Benarroch noted.

“I will discuss the political and religious climate of the time and how the Temple answered some
of the challenges. One of the other questions will be why the Temple had to be so extravagant. Was
it part of the indulgence of kings or part of the plan to address the challenges of the time?”

David is described in the Hebrew Bible as a king of the United Monarchy of Israel and Judah.
Rabbi Benarroch notd that “In the Books of Samuel, David is a young shepherd and harpist who

gains fame by slaying the giant Goliath, a champion of the Philistines in southern Canaan. David
becomes a favorite of the first king of united Israel, Saul, and forges a close friendship with Jonathan,
a son of Saul. Paranoid that David is seeking to usurp the throne, Saul attempts to kill David, forcing
the latter to go into hiding and operate as a fugitive for several years. After Saul and Jonathan are both
killed in battle against the Philistines, a 30-year-old David is anointed king over all of Israel and
Judah, following which he conquers the city of Jerusalem, establishes it as Israel’s capital, and takes
the Ark of the Covenant into the city to be the centre-point of worship in the Israelite religion.”

Solomon,  also called Jedidiah , was, according to the Hebrew Bible and Christian Old Testament,
a fabulously wealthy and wise monarch of the United Kingdom of Israel who succeeded his father,
David.

“The conventional dates of Solomon’s reign are about 970–931 BCE, normally given in alignment
with the dates of David’s reign.” 

“The Hebrew Bible identifies Solomon as the builder of the First Temple in Jerusalem, beginning
in the fourth year of his reign using the vast wealth he and his father had accumulated; he dedicated
the temple to Yahweh, the God of Israel. Solomon is portrayed as great in wisdom, wealth and power
beyond either of the previous kings of the country.” 

Rabbi Yosef Benarroch to speak on Kings David and Solomon at Limmud

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Rabbi Yosef Benarroch

Ukraine asks Israel to mediate in war with Russia
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

that part of what
made Morley and
his company so suc-

cessful is the way he approaches his work and indeed,
his relationships with the people around him. Morley
interacts well with everyone and demonstrates a genuine
interest in them. Moreover, he is not afraid to admit mis-
takes. He was quite concerned, for instance, that as a
result of the Covid pandemic, Trez Capital would face
unpredictable problems, so the company made the deci-
sion to stop lending. 

Morley anticipated defaults coming - and a lot of them.
He was wrong - and he admits it. Instead, there were no
defaults and, in fact, Trez Capital had a record number
of payoffs on its loans. The result of all that is that,
throughout the pandemic the company has remained in
good shape and it has resumed investing and lending
across North America. 

Maybe the most telling part of the Trez Capital story is
that the company has over 30,000 individual investors
and many of those investors (and indeed, many borrow-
ers) have been investing with (and borrowing from) Trez
Capital since 1997 - when the company first began.  That
tells me that Morley knows what being in a relationship-
driven business is all about and that he and his team have
developed an esteemed - and well-deserved reputation
for trustworthiness.

When the pandemic was in full force, Trez Capital, led
by Morley Greene, reached out to its investor base,  call-
ing them each week to keep them informed as to the cur-
rent status of the company. Morley and his top brass also
made sure that all key employees were informed as to
what was transpiring, in accordance with the most rigor-
ous standards of corporate transparency - further  evi-
dence of a corporation that places a premium on indi-
vidual relationships. 

At 81, Morley is still very active in Trez Capital, even
though he has ascended to a more hands-off role as
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. When I spoke to
him, he was busy in his Dallas office. He spoke very
proudly of his three children: daughter Mara - now
Madam Justice Mara Greene of the Ontario Court of
Justice (and, in her spare time a hockey player); daugh-
ter Sara Greene, a professor at McMaster University in
the Faculty of Social Work; and son Jonathan, an assis-
tant professor in the Faculty of Political Studies at Trent
University.

As I mentioned at the outset, Morley attributes his suc-
cess to serendipity. I would suggest otherwise. In my
view, Morley’s life work and in particular, his creation
and building of Trez Capital is a testament to Morley
Greene’s work ethic, tenacity and commitment to valu-
able relationships - trés outstanding and nothing less.

 

 

Yiddish explanation
Anti-folklore is the other side of folklore, claims the

Israeli literature critic Dan Miron in relation to Yiddish
fiction of the late 19th century. Yiddish writers used
folklore (food, dress, curses) negatively to ridicule
Jewish traditions, but ended up falling in love with the
people. I.L. Peretz in his story “The Cabalists” and
Sholem Aleichem in “Menachem Mendl” represent the
two sides of this complicated dialectic that transition us
from modern cosmopolitanism back home to Yiddish.
Mitn rekhtn fus!

Jewish Radio Hour 
Tune  in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 -

2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com
On March 6th Rochelle Zucker hosts both segments

and will feature popular songs in translation.  On March
13, Osher Kraut celebrates Purim with The Megillah of
Itzik Manger.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Morley Greene
(Continued from page 11.)



The LIVE concert series component of Music ‘N’ Mavens is suc-
cessfully running in the Berney Theatre, and patrons are once again
enjoying live music at the Rady JCC. We are excited to welcome all
to hear great music presented by Manitoba’s top musicians. 

Thursday March 3
Ego Spank is comprised of three hugely talented musicians who

mix up diverse musical influences to deliver their own complex funk
rhythms, strong bass lines and infectious grooves. This trio of Gilles
Fournier, bass and vocals, Murray Pulver, guitar and vocals, and
Daniel Roy, drums, and vocals, are creating Apples to Oranges- Hits
from the 60s to the 80s Reimagined for the Music ‘N’ Mavens stage.
They take famous hits and make them sound even better than the
originals!

Tuesday March 8
Samantha Ballard is a classically trained harpist, recording artist,

and arranger. She has given live performances on three continents,
maintains a teaching studio, and is passionate about arranging popu-
lar music and beloved soundtracks for the harp. Have you ever heard

The Beatles played on the harp? How about Queen or Pearl Jam? In
this program, Pops on the Harp, Samantha Ballard will take you on a
journey of pop music through the ages, showing you a new side to the
songs you know and love.

Thursday March 10
Connie Gitlin and Friends features Connie Gitlin, clarinet (from

Vancouver), joined by local Klezmer celebrities Shayla Fink, piano
and Kinzey Posen, bass.  Connie has served for many years as
Principal Clarinet with the Manitoba Chamber Orchestra, a position
she also held with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, the Canadian
Chamber Orchestra, Santa Fe Opera Orchestra and Colorado
Philharmonic.  Connie has performed recital works in Tel Aviv in col-
laboration with musicians of the Israel Philharmonic.  Connie, Shayla
and Kinzey will be performing music from the rich folkloric tradition
of The Klezmer clarinet.

Tuesday March 15
The Monika Wall Ensemble takes the stage In Celebration of Nina

Simone. Singer songwriter Monika Wall shared her love for Nina
Simone’s blues and gospel music with a virtual Music ‘N’ Mavens
audience in 2021.  Having developed the music further to include
Jonathan Alexiuk, piano, Richard Gillis, trumpet, Mitchell Mozdzen,
bass, and Jim Johnston, drums, this presentation returns to the 2022
stage as a grander performance of Nina Simone’s melodies. 

We are grateful to our sponsors for the 2022 Music ‘N’ Mavens
series: Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts, The Asper Foundation,
Winnipeg Arts Council, Manitoba Arts Council, Lampe Family Fund,
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, United Way, Winnipeg Free Press,
The Jewish Post & News, Classic 107.

Music ‘N’ Mavens is produced by Karla Berbrayer.
For tickets and more information visit www.radyjcc.com
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Music ‘N’ Mavens Live Concert Series in Full Swing at Rady JCC 


