
By BERNIE BELLAN

With the war in Ukraine still raging, its
effects are being felt especially close-
ly by individuals who have relatives

or friends in that country.
Such is the case with several newer members

of our own Jewish community in Winnipeg,
who either came to Winnipeg directly from
Ukraine, or who emigrated first to Israel, then
to Winnipeg. 

Wanting to learn more about the attitudes of
former Ukrainians who are now members of
our Jewish community here, I contacted Dalia
Szpiro, who is the GrowWinnipeg Director at
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, to inquire
whether she could put me in touch with one or
more of those individuals.

Subsequently, I spoke with two men of
Jewish Ukrainian origin on Tuesday, March
22. The first, Alexey Guider, was quite will-
ing for me to use his name, but the second individual asked me not to men-
tion his name. The reason for that, as you’ll see if you read on, is that he
was not totally unsympathetic to the view that Russian-speaking
Ukrainians would not be opposed to seeing a part of Ukraine transferred to
Russian control. He was worried that taking a position that might not be all
that popular here was something that he didn’t want to lead to potential
backlash against him or his family.

My primary purpose in speaking with both men was to try and find out
what they are hearing from friends and relatives still in Ukraine. Further, I
wondered what their attitudes were toward the war that is currently going
on in Ukraine.

Alexey Guider explained that he and his wife (from whom he is now sep-
arated) came to Winnipeg 11 years ago, directly from Kiev, which is where
he and his wife lived for 10 years before emigrating to Winnipeg. He noted
that they were both planning on making aliyah to Israel, but they “decided
to come to Canada instead.” Their two children were both born in
Winnipeg, Alexey noted.

Alexey said that he’s a business analyst working at New Flyer Industries.
He added that he has “a small business as well.”

I asked Alexey how many family members he still has in Ukraine?
His parents were living there until quite recently, he answered – in a town

close to Kiev called Irpin . His “siblings live in Israel,” Alexey said.
I asked whether Irpin was under attack? 
“I’m not sure at the moment,” Alexey answered. “It was captured, liber-

ated, and captured again,” he said. “I’m not 100% sure what’s going on
right now –but it’s not suitable for life at the moment.”

“Have you been in touch with your parents?” I asked.
Alexey explained that his parents were able to leave Ukraine shortly

before Russia invaded, and go to Germany, where his grandfather had been
living. “They went there in the middle of February – just before he died,”
Alexey said. “They were able to say good bye – and then the war start-
ed…they were lucky.”

Alexey added that his mother-in-law is still in Ukraine – in the western
part. “There’s no heavy fighting there,” he noted, “although at least twice
a day there’s an air raid alert – so she has to run for safety.”

The rest of Alexey’s family, other than his siblings in Israel, live in other
parts of Europe, he said.

“But what about your friends?” I asked. “You must still have many

friends who
remained in
Ukraine?”

“Yes, I have lots
of friends,” Alexey
said. “Some of
them escaped
before the war.
Some of them
went to Poland. I
have one friend who went to Spain with her kid. She was able to get her
parents there too. I talk to her every day. She’s very anxious. Her husband
is still in Ukraine. A man can’t leave Ukraine. “ (Men between the ages of
18-65 are not allowed to leave and must report for military duty.)

Alexey mentioned that he and his parents had been very involved with
the Jewish community in Ukraine. His father, he said, was director of a
Reform congregation in that country, while his mother was a program coor-
dinator for the congregation.

Even though they’re in Germany now, “they have been helping members
of the Jewish community to get out of Ukraine to Poland…not just Jewish
people,” Alexey added.

I said to Alexey that I had read that most Ukrainian Jews who are able to
leave that country prefer to go to Germany, rather than Israel.

“People are hesitant to go to Israel because it’s a similar situation there
(as Ukraine),” he suggested. “There was shelling all over Israel.” 

Something that Alexey told me though which took me somewhat by sur-
prise was when he said that “most people who have left Ukraine (and who
are still leaving) “are planning on returning when the war’s over.”

Yet, notwithstanding the desire of most Ukrainians who have left the
country to be able to return home – and apparently the preference of most
Jews who have left to move to Germany, I wondered whether Ukrainians
would be eager to come to Canada if they were offered the opportunity?

The Canadian government has taken steps to expedite the immigration of
Ukrainian refugees to this country, including dropping the normal visa
requirement and allowing Ukrainians to obtain work permits immediately
upon their arrival, although there will be a two-year maximum stay per-
mitted for anyone coming here under the relaxation of the normal rules.

As a result, Alexey told me that he is in the process of bringing his par-
ents here under the new pro-
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visions. They have family in Germany,
he said, but this will be an opportunity
for them to see their grandchildren
again, so of course they’re eager to
come, he explained.

In addition to his parents, Alexey will
also be hosting two other friends who
will be arriving within the next few
weeks, he told me. “I’m going to have a
full house,” he said.

He added that many Manitobans of
Ukrainian heritage have been offering
to take in refugees from Ukraine. (He
said there’s been a Facebook group cre-
ated for that specific purpose with a
great many members already.)

Alexey added though that it would be
great if the Jewish Federation here were
to take the initiative and ask members
of the Jewish community to volunteer to
take in Jewish (and non-Jewish)
refugees from Ukraine. I told him that
I’d asked representatives of the
Federation whether that is an initiative they will undertake and that  I hoped
the Federation would respond to my inquiry.

I did receive a response from Adam Levy, the Federation’s Public &
Community Relations Director, to my query when I asked whether the
Federation might want to ask members of the Jewish community whether
they’d be prepared to take in refugees from Ukraine.

Here is what Adam wrote on March 25: “At this time, we are not making
such an ask of the community, but continue to re-assess the situation on a
daily basis as needs change and evolve. If community members wish to
take Ukrainian newcomers into their homes, they can certainly do that.

“This is why we have settlement services in our community. Besides
finding housing, there are many other vital parts to living in Canada that
these services help to facilitate. We hope that they will utilize these
resources so that their needs will be met and their transition to life in
Canada will be as painless as possible.”

While Alexey Guider comes from Kiev, which is in the western part of
Ukraine,  and which is Western oriented in terms of its culture and politics,
other Ukrainian Jews, especially those in the eastern part of the country,
might have stronger connections to Russia.

Such was the case with Michael (not his real name), who told me he left
Ukraine when he was 10, at which point his family moved to Israel for 20
years. He and his wife came to Winnipeg with their three-month-old baby
eight years ago. (He wanted to thank the Jewish Federation for its help in
bringing him and his family here. He specifically cited Dalia Szpiro’s assis-
tance in that regard.)

Michael works in IT, having been involved in projects for companies
both inside and outside Manitoba, he said.

When I asked Michael what part of Ukraine he came from, he said it was
a town called Petrovsk, which is situated in the province of Luhansk
Oblast. That area of Ukraine has been the scene of fighting between pro-
Russian separatists and Ukrainian forces for the past eight years and, dur-
ing Russia’s recent invasion it was taken over completely by Russian forces
during the very first days of the invasion.

Two years ago, Michael noted, he was able to bring his parents and
grandparents as well to Winnipeg, under a Federal sponsorship program.
But, he added, “I still have a bunch of family in Ukraine.”

He said that another grandfather and an uncle of his are in Luhansk, while
his wife’s mother and aunt are outside of Luhansk, in an area that has been
subject to intermittent bombardment for the past eight years.

Perhaps somewhat ironically, Luhansk and the areas adjacent to it are
now quiet, Michael said, as they are now totally under Russian control.
“The people are working, shopping centres are open, so are restaurants,” he
added.

As noted, an aunt of Michal’s left the Luhansk area with her two daugh-
ters  (who are approximately the same age as Michael) eight years ago
when the fighting first began there, and they moved to a town west of
Luhansk.

“It’s quieter there,” Michael said. “You can’t compare to the other places,
but still they have sirens in the middle of the night, they’re hiding, they’re
getting some humanitarian aid – they’re volunteering in those centres.
Basically, right now there is no active combat going on in that part, but
there’s uncertainty where everything is going. The economy is stalled;
they’re not working.”

What he’s been able to do though is send money to them through Western
Union – which is “deposited directly into their bank account,” Michael

said.
I asked Michael whether he’s

in touch with his family in
Ukraine. He said that he is,
through a platform called
“Viber” (which, interestingly,
was developed in Israel).

But I was curious to know
what life was like for his rela-
tives who are now living in areas
totally under Russian control.
“From what you say, life is pret-
ty normal,” I said to Michael.

In response, he told this story
about his uncle, who is still liv-
ing in Luhansk: “He was going
someplace, going shopping or
something. He was stopped by
two Russian soldiers…they were
checking his passport and his
papers. He took his hat off. He’s
like 75. He’s like a traditional
Jewish person – he looks Jewish.
And they said to him, ‘Sorry
father’– (a Russian expression,
Michael explained) and they

apologized. They said ‘You look like someone else.’ They were looking for
resistance. They checked his paperwork and wished him good day, and off
he went.”

“So this is fair and normal in the city of Luhansk,” Michael said.
I said I was surprised to hear what Michael just told me. I said, “So this

means the Russian soldiers are behaving fairly nicely,” I suggested.
Michael agreed, adding, “The Western media. They are reporting just one

side of the story. And, to be honest, I don’t know who is wrong, who is
right. You know, you see all those terrible things on the TV, on Facebook,
on Instagram, but on Viber – and I haven’t heard from my uncle for a week
or so, he says that everything is stable, everyone is okay.”

“Isn’t that interesting?” I responded. I continued, asking Michael, “What
would you say then if the Russians took over all of Ukraine, how do you
think they would behave?”

Michael answered: “This is what the Western world really doesn’t under-
stand. Ukraine is actually divided into two. The eastern part is truly
Russian-speaking population. They share the same traditions, the same lan-
guage – everything. Even myself, when I was in school, Ukrainian was like
a foreign language. It’s like you learn French here. It’s as if Ontario and
Quebec were combined together – and you called it Ukraine.

“For those areas where it’s mostly Russian-speaking people, the quality
of life is not that great. They don’t really care who is in power, honestly.
They just want to get to work, get paid, and feed their families. The people
there are mostly farmers, miners (of coal). They don’t really have an agen-
da for politics. They don’t want war. They just want to lead a normal life.

“In the western part of Ukraine, it’s a different story because they’re more
Polish in nature. They have stronger connections to Poland. There was
always tension between Ukrainians and Russians. It’s not spoken of, but
during the Holocaust the Ukrainians cooperated with the Nazis. (To which
I said, “Yes, I know.”) More (Jewish) people were killed by Ukrainians
than by Nazis. These days we don’t talk about that. But I don’t know who
is better and who is worse (comparing Ukrainians and Russians). They both
do the same.

“It’s not black and white, it’s sort of gray,” Michael suggested.

“But how do you react when you see what they (the Russians) are doing
to Mariupol and to  Kharkiv?” I asked Michael. “Mariupol has been
destroyed.”

“Yes, absolutely,” Michael said. “How do I feel? I feel bad. How can you
feel when the city is being destroyed, but the point is: Russia has its own
agenda and Ukraine has its agenda. Someone is making a lot of money out
of this.” (I didn’t ask him what he meant by that.)

I wanted to return to asking about Michael’s relatives who were still in
Ukraine. I wondered whether any of them are trying to get out?

He explained that it’s all but impossible where his relatives are. “So,” I
asked, “what can we as Winnipeg Jews do to help people like your rela-
tives? We can help with money, I suppose,” I said.

“I guess so,” Michael said. “But he noted that the Russian army is not
progressing to the centre of the country where his aunt and his cousins are
living. His aunt is working part-time in a grocery store, Michael explained.

I remarked to Michael that I found his perspective totally different from
Alexey’s and was rather unsure what to make of what he had told me. 

Based on what he told me, I wondered whether the war could be brought
to an end if Ukraine were to hand over the two eastern provinces (Luhansk
and Donetsk) that are primarily Russian speaking, along with Crimea
(which used to belong to Russia)?

“But,” Michael suggested,

Ukraine
(Continued from page 1.)

Map of Ukraine showing areas where Russia has invaded with ground
troops. 
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After over four weeks of constantly turning
to CBC Radio news and checking my
iPhone or iPad for regular updates on the

war in Ukraine, maybe it’s time to take a breather
from following the military action as we head
into what is shaping up to be a new phase in
Putin’s invasion of that country. Rather than
turning away from what’s going on there though,
we should now be taking stock of what it is that

we can all do to help beleaguered Ukrainians in terms of humanitarian
relief.

One can’t but help admire how Ukraine’s army, along with its citizenry,
have stood up to the attacks coming from Russian forces, and seem to have
stymied Russian advances in key areas, especially around Kiev. Yet, the
fact that so many Ukrainians are trapped in place where they are makes the
urgency of getting help to them so much more acute.

While it’s always helpful to read as many analyses as possible of the mil-
itary situation to try to understand how it is that a Ukrainian military that is
so badly outgunned by its adversary has been able to turn the tables on the
Russian army in so many respects, the ongoing humanitarian catastrophe is
one that is sure to dominate our attention for months, if not years, to come.

What has been happening in Mariupol, in particular, is something that is
beyond belief. Here you have a major cosmopolitan European city under
relentless bombardment, with 150,000 people still trapped there – without
food, water, electricity, or heat – and with the Russians allowing only a
trickle to leave. Further, the Russians have quite frequently opened fire on
convoys attempting to evacuate residents of Mariupol.

That the Russians would behave in such a vicious and cruel manner
comes as no surprise, given how they acted in Syria and Chechnya – and
yet, Ukrainians and Russians share so many common bonds, the idea that
Russians would impose a medieval type siege on a major city without any
regard to the rules of war that most nations have agreed to follow, is a
reminder how thin the veneer of civilization truly is.

Still, as I found in speaking with two different members of our Jewish
community, both of whom come from Ukraine originally, not everyone
here holds the same views on what is happening in Ukraine.

Frankly, I was somewhat repelled by the perspective that I gleaned from
speaking with someone whom I chose to refer as “Michael” (because he
didn’t want me to use his real name). As you can read in my article about
the conversations that I had, both with “Michael” and Alexey Grenier,
which begins on page 1, Jewish Ukrainians are not homogenous when it
comes to how they regard Russians.

There is certainly a certain amount of justifiable ambivalence that Jewish
Ukrainians are entitled to feel toward both non-Jewish Ukrainians and
Russians. After all, both countries have long traditions of virulent anti-
Semitism, so anyone who is a Jewish Ukrainian might be forgiven for say-
ing perhaps: “A pox on both their houses.”

Yet, the Ukraine of 2022 is not the Ukraine of just a few years ago. A Pew
Centre Research Study in 2016 found that Ukraine has the lowest level of
anti-Semitism among all the countries of Eastern Europe, with only 5% of

Ukrainians saying they felt
uncomfortable having Jews
live among them, and 83% of
Ukrainians saying they held
favourable attitudes toward
Jews.

As we read of the tremen-
dous efforts to help
Ukrainians, both Jewish and
non-Jewish, coming from a
multitude of Jewish organi-
zations, it should be a source
of great pride that Jewish
organizations are contribut-
ing so mightily in aid of
Ukrainians, both refugees
and Ukrainians still trapped
in their country.

The role that the Chabad
Lubavitch movement has
been playing in Ukraine is
something that deserves spe-
cial recognition. As someone
who has been on the receiv-
ing end of what seems to be
an endless series of requests
for help from many different
Jewish religious organiza-

tions seeking to provide humanitarian assistance to Ukrainians, it is some-
what astonishing to see how active so many different Jewish organizations
are in Ukraine.

While estimates of the number of Jewish Ukrainians range anywhere
from 49,000 to 400,000, the difficulty in determining a more precise num-
ber comes from the fact that so many Ukrainian Jews are totally assimilat-
ed. Volodomyr Zelensky, Ukraine’s Jewish president, if typical of most
Ukrainian Jews when he insists that he is not Jewish by religion, but by
ancestry.

But, as we have seen here in Winnipeg with our own Chabad movement,
many Jews who came from Ukraine (often via Israel), as well as many
other parts of the former Soviet Union, are quite willing to participate in
religious activities, at least on an occasional basis. The Chabad movement
has a particular attraction for individuals who may have come from a back-
ground where religion either played a very minimal role in their lives or
was altogether non-existent. Because Chabad places no expectations on
anyone to have to “join” a synagogue – and because it is open to anyone to
attend its programs or services, usually either at no cost or, as can be seen
with its upcoming seder, at a cost far lower than one would expect to pay
anywhere else, its outreach efforts with Jews who had been assimilated
have often proved extraordinarily successful.

This is not meant to be a plea for readers to donate to any specific orga-
nization above any other, but in reading about how so many Chabad rabbis
have insisted on remaining in Ukraine despite the inherent dangers, and in
seeing how quickly Chabad was able to establish much needed humanitar-
ian networks, both in Ukraine, and in neigbouring countries to where
Ukrainian refugees have been fleeing, Chabad is certainly deserving of our
appreciation and support.

Switching gears – which is what this column is all about, I wanted to let
readers know about a new streaming platform which we have recently
joined, called “Chaiflicks”. Started in 2020 in response to a demand for
Jewish film and TV content that was prompted by so many individuals
finding themselves home due to Covid with not a lot to do, Chaiflicks has
been adding to its inventory of TV shows and movies, many of which are
Israeli-made.

We just started watching an
Israeli TV series called
“Checkout” which, if the first
two episodes are any indication,
is absolutely hilarious. The show
is about the goings-on in what
appears to be a typical Israeli
supermarket, but the cast of
characters is reminiscent of the
best American sitcoms.

And, if you like irreverent attitudes toward Orthodox Judaism, you’re
going to love the way Checkout lampoons some of the more ridiculous
aspects of Orthodoxy, especially how sages are often treated as Jewish
“saints”. (Perhaps it might seem an odd juxtaposition after I’ve just lauded
the efforts of the Chabad movement in helping Ukrainians, but I distinguish
between the humanitarian efforts of an organization and some of the reli-
gious beliefs it espouses.)

Another popular Israeli series available on Chaiflicks that we watched for
just one episode so far is called “Black Hats” in English or “Shababnikim”
in Hebrew. Like the hugely successful “Shtisel”, “Black Hats” focuses on
“Haredim” (ultra Orthodox), but unlike “Shtisel”, this series pokes fun at
Haredi foibles.

What’s great about Chaiflicks too is that you can watch it on any device
connected to the internet, whether it’s a desktop or laptop computer, or any
mobile device. You don’t have to have a cable subscription either. The cost
is also quite reasonable: $5.99 US/month and there’s an introductory free
two-week trial available.

I’m a huge fan of Israeli TV shows and films – and Chaiflicks gives you
access to many productions that, until now, you might only have heard
about.

Also, since I’m on the subject of promoting Israeli content, I was made
aware of a new website that serves as a virtual marketplace for over 150
different Israeli vendors. In an article on page 14 of this issue you can read
about the “ACHI market”, which was created during Covid to help Israeli
retailers who had experienced huge drop offs in their business as a result of
diminished tourist traffic.

As you might expect, this newspaper receives a lot of requests to publi-
cize so many worthwhile endeavours that it’s often quite arbitrary how we
decide to promote one cause or business over another. Still, if we can
expose some new opportunities for readers to consider supporting different
causes or businesses, or availing themselves of something new to watch,
we consider it our mandate to serve as an ongoing clearing house for dif-
ferent sorts of information.
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By CNAAN LIPSHIZ 
March 25, 2022 (JTA) — Israeli physicians

and Jewish groups are assisting thousands of non-
Jews across Ukraine deal with the effects of the
Russian invasion into that country.

Near Lviv in Ukraine’s west, a field hospital set
up this week by the Israeli government with
physicians and nurses from the Schneider
Children’s Medical Center near Tel Aviv has
treated at least 160 patients, most of them chil-
dren, since it opened Tuesday, according to the
Jewish News website on Ukrainian Jewry.

There are 66 beds and dozens of staff and vol-
unteers working alongside the medical staff from
the Schneider Center at Israel’s Kohav Meir hos-
pital — a name that means “shining star” in
Hebrew but is also a reference to Golda Meir, a
former Israeli prime minister who was born in
Kyiv and is seen as an inspiration by many
Ukrainians.

Israel and the United States are among a hand-
ful of countries that have set up field hospitals in
Ukraine. The Israeli one is set up to treat about
150 patients daily, according to Israel Hayom.

Most of the patients have issues unrelated to
the fighting but have lost access to medical treat-
ment because of it.

The hospital’s first patient was a 12-year-old
girl with a heart problem who fled with her moth-
er from Mariupol, a city devastated by Russian
bombing. She arrived with a rapid pulse and
chest pains and her condition was stabilized at
the field hospital, which operates outside of a
school and partly under a sturdy white tent oppo-
site a church in a town near Lviv, Yedioth
Acharonoth reported Wednesday.

Another, a 2-year-old girl named Alisa, came in
with a chronic skin condition that had worsened
following weeks in which it was not treated. The
physicians at the field hospital consulted experts
at the Schneider Center in Israel, using telemedi-
cine video equipment, to arrive at a diagnosis and
treatment. The inspection was interrupted by
sirens that sent the patients and medical staff run-
ning toward the nearest shelter, the Israeli paper
reported.

In Dnipro, a city in eastern Ukraine with many
Jews, the Jewish Medical Center clinic, which
was set up with the primary goal of treating
members of that community, has shifted its focus,
dispatching its staff of about 10 medical profes-
sionals across centers for internally displaced
persons in Ukraine, the Jewish community of
Dnipro wrote on its website Thursday.

The Russian invasion, which began on Feb. 24,
has resulted in thousands of casualties and a
wave of refugees — about 3.5 million Ukrainians
are estimated to have moved into the European
Union alone — and many more internally dis-
placed.

In Uman, a city in central Ukraine, local Jews
set up an aid center near the grave of Rabbi
Nachman, an 18th-century luminary who
inspired the Breslov Hasidic movement. Several
hundred Jews, most of them Israeli, had moved to
Uman in recent years amid an annual pilgrimage
of about 30,000 Jews from all over the world to
the gravesite.

The center offers clothing and other assistance
as well as free tea and coffee and shelter to inter-
nally-displaced persons, the Jewish News of
Ukraine website also reported.

In Bila Tservka, a small city near Kyiv, the
small Jewish community pooled their resources
to buy and donate diapers, wet wipes and hygiene
products for mothers and children, as well as
blankets and detergent, according to the Jewish
News of Ukraine.

The Jewish community of Zaporizhzhia near
Dnipro is also collecting products and medicines
from its members for the general population.

Before the invasion, Ukraine, which has a popu-
lation of about 40 million people, had about
43,000 people who self-identified as Jews, accord-
ing to a 2020 demographic study of European
Jewry, and up to 200,000 people who are eligible
to immigrate to Israel under its law of return for
Jews and their relatives. At least 4,000 of that
group have immigrated to Israel over the past
month.
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In Ukraine, Israeli medical staff and Jewish volunteers help thousands cope with war’s effects

A staffer of the Israeli field hospital Kohav
Meir plays with children outside the structure
near Lviv, Ukraine, March 23, 2022.



Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg was born in London to parents who had fled
Vienna for England after the Nazi takeover of Austria. She is a highly
regarded Torah scholar and author. After receiving a PhD in English litera-
ture and teaching at Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Zornberg left acade-
mia and entered the world of adult Jewish education, where her teaching
resonated and her reputation grew. She also began to write, drawing exten-
sively from the well-spring of her classes on the weekly Torah portion. She
has written books on Genesis, Exodus, Numbers and Moses. Her complex
interpretive lens is both contemporary, in drawing from literary sources,
philosophy, and psychoanalytic theory, and very traditional, in reading the
Bible through the lens of classic commentaries and rabbinic midrash.

Family and Education
During the Second World War, her father, Rabbi Wolf (Zeev) Gottlieb,

taught Jewish children brought to England through the Kindertransport in
a hostel at Gwrych Castle in North Wales. After the war, Rabbi Gottlieb and
his wife discovered that most of their family had been killed in the
Holocaust. Their first daughter was named “Avivah”—meaning spring—
for the promise of renewal and solace that her birth intimated during and
after such devastation.

To escape the bombing in London, the family moved to Cambridge
where, as Zornberg likes to say, she spent her infant years “in a pram out-
side King’s College.” In 1950, they moved to Glasgow, Scotland, where
her father served as Rabbi of Queens Park Hebrew Congregation and head
of the Rabbinical Court until 1976.

Rabbi Gottlieb was his daughter’s first teacher. In 1921 at the age of
eleven, Gottlieb moved to Vienna with his family from a shtetl in eastern
Galicia. He dedicated himself to Torah studies and later completed a doc-
torate in Semitics at the University of Vienna. In 1937, he became the spir-

itual leader of the Zionist religious movement HaShomer Hadati, later
called Bnei Akiva, and married Bracha (Betty), the daughter of Rabbi
Avraham Aryeh Rosen and sister of the Chief Rabbi of Romania, David
Moses Rosen. The couple shared a deep commitment to both Torah and
modern, progressive values. They raised and educated their two daughters,
Avivah and Freema, in the spirit of humanism and deep learning. The sis-
ters attended the local grammar school, where Greek and Latin were taught
alongside the normal high school curriculum. They were tutored one-on-
one by their father in Tanakh and Medieval commentators. Zornberg attrib-
utes her loving intimacy with Torah to this devoted and imaginative learn-
ing with her father.

Encouraged by her teachers and parents, Zornberg won a scholarship to
Girton College, Cambridge University. Before commencing her studies at
Cambridge, she studied at Gateshead Seminary for a year (1961/2)—at the
time the only institution providing a serious Torah education to women. At
Cambridge, she completed a BA in 1965 and a PhD in English literature in
1970 and wrote her doctoral dissertation, a biographical literary study of
the nineteenth- century novelist George Eliot (Mary Ann Evans 1819-
1880).

Hebrew University and Family
Zornberg took a position as a professor of English literature at the

Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 1969. She taught in the English
Department for seven years, focusing on the nineteenth-century novel and
the metaphysical poets. In 1976, she left the Hebrew University when her
contract was not renewed; she had not yet found her writing voice and so
did not publish, a requirement for receiving tenure at the University.

In 1975, she married Eric Zornberg (a PhD in physics from the University
of Chicago). They have three children: Bracha (named after Zornberg’s
mother), born in 1976, Moshe (Yarden), born a year later, and Avi, born in

1980. The family now has many grandchildren.
Adult Torah Education

While raising young children, Avivah Zornberg
moved into the world of adult Jewish education.
When still in her teens while at Cambridge, she
had written a book of Bible studies, Sabbath
Shiurim, based on the teachings of Rabbi M.
Miller (published by Gateshead Foundation for
Torah in 1969), which had won acclaim in
Orthodox Jewish circles. After leaving the
Hebrew University, Feldheim Publishers, an
Orthodox press, commissioned her to translate a
work about the Book of Proverbs by the great
nineteenth-century biblical commentator known
as the Malbim, which was published in 1982.

In 1980, Zornberg began teaching Parashat
Shavua (the weekly Torah portion) to a women’s
group in her neighborhood, preparing all week for
the one class. She developed an approach in
which serious scholarship and a large allusiveness
worked “to tell all the truth but tell it slant” (Emily
Dickinson)—allowing Rashi and Kafka, psycho-
analytic concepts and midrash, to address each
other. Her teaching resonated with listeners and
her reputation grew. In Jerusalem, she taught at
the Israel Center, Midreshet Lindenbaum (then
called “Bravender’s”), Matan, Pardes, and
Yakar—Orthodox institutions that offered high
level learning for women. She started lecturing
abroad, on tour with Rabbanit Malke Bina of
Matan-the Sadie Rennert Women’s Institute for
Torah Study, and later branching out on her own. 

Writing and Scholarship
Zornberg also began to write, drawing exten-

sively from the well-spring of her weekly classes
on Parashut Shavua. Writing did not come easily
to her, but she eventually discovered her unique
style. That style entails a complex interpretive
lens—both contemporary, in drawing from liter-
ary sources, philosophy, and psychoanalytic theo-
ry, and very traditional, in reading the Bible
through the lens of classic commentaries and rab-
binic midrash.

Zornberg’s first watershed book, Genesis: The
Beginning of Desire, was published in 1995 and
won the National Jewish Book Award for non-fic-
tion. In this book, she for the first time gave writ-
ten expression to the varied disciplines and
sources that characterize her oral teaching. Since
then she has published The Particulars of Rapture:
Reflections on Exodus (2001), The Murmuring
Deep: Reflections on the Biblical Unconscious

Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia guest speaker Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg has a very impressive resumé
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By ANDREW LAPIN 
March 23, 2022 (JTA) – An international academic organization devot-

ed to study of the Arab world and Israel has voted to endorse boycotting
Israel.

Members of the Middle East Studies Association voted 768-167 in favor
of a resolution “endorsing the Palestinian call for solidarity in the form of
boycotts, divestment and sanctions,” known as BDS.

The resolution also calls for an “academic boycott” of Israeli institutions,
including universities — a term that BDS proponents typically define as
severing all formal ties with the institutions. But the association says it will
not target individual students or scholars, that Israeli scholars will still be
eligible for membership, and that each individual member of the group has
the right to refrain from participating in the boycott.

“Our members have cast a clear vote to answer the call for solidarity from
Palestinian scholars and students experiencing violations of their right to
education and other human rights,” the group’s president, Eve Troutt
Powell, said in a statement. “MESA’s Board will work to honor the will of
its members and ensure that the call for an academic boycott is upheld
without undermining our commitment to the free exchange of ideas and
scholarship.”

Of those voting on the resolution, 80% backed it, according to the group.
Now, the group’s board of directors are tasked with finding ways to “give
effect to the spirit and intent of this resolution,” the resolution says. 

Powell did not respond to a Jewish Telegraphic Agency request for com-
ment.

The vote makes MESA, with 2,800 members, the latest group of acade-
mics to approve a BDS resolution, and likely the one whose membership is
most knowledgeable about Israel and the Middle East. Other academic
organizations that have also endorsed part or all of BDS include the
American Anthropological Association, the Modern Languages
Association and the American Studies Association.

Those resolutions have not led to widespread effects for Israeli scholars
or universities. But the votes are symbolically significant amid debate over
how Israel is discussed on college campuses.

Critics say such resolutions from academic groups encourage campus
antisemitism, or are themselves antisemitic in nature because they single
out Israel for censure. The AMCHA Initiative, a pro-Israel campus advo-
cacy group, timed the release of an in-house study to the vote, claiming that
professors who supported BDS were more likely to foster antisemitic cli-
mates on campus. After the results of the vote were revealed, AMCHA
issued a statement calling it “morally reprehensible and incredibly danger-
ous.”

The Anti-Defamation League said it was “appalled” at the vote, which it
argued was “undermining academic principles of dialogue and obstructing
Israeli-Palestinian engagement.” It called for the many universities that
have some affiliation with MESA to disassociate themselves from the vote.

But MESA says its resolution is all about academic freedom and dia-
logue, including the freedom of Israeli academics to criticize their country
without fear of reprisal. Israeli academics who publish research or advoca-

cy highly critical of their government have at times been met with fierce
backlash, including effectively being blacklisted from academic jobs, in
Israeli society.

The group has more than 2,800 members from all over the world, includ-
ing 33 in Israel, though the highest concentration are in the United States.
It also has a long list of institutional members, including departments at
universities such as Brandeis and Columbia. 

Its mission statement includes Israel under a list of Middle East and
North African countries its members’ studies are “primarily concerned
with,” and also states that the group opposes antisemitism. Some members
are Jewish studies or Israel studies professors.

Ian Lustick, founder and past president of the Association for Israel
Studies, is one Jewish MESA member who voted for the BDS resolution.
He wrote in an op-ed for Mondoweiss, a website highly critical of Israel,
that he supported the resolution “because it is flexible and respects the
moral posture and complex circumstances affecting those whose support is
solicited,” adding that he himself has no intention of cutting ties with
Israeli universities. 

The Association for Israel Studies opposed the BDS resolution during
MESA’s annual meeting in December when it was put to the full member
vote. Though the Association for Israel Studies is currently an institutional
member of MESA, it will likely debate its continued association with the
group now that the resolution has passed, according to Lustick.

A rival academic group, the Association for the Study of the Middle East
and Africa, was formed in 2007 due to what its founders said was persis-
tent anti-Israel bias at MESA. Its president, Asaf Romirowsky, issued harsh
criticism of MESA’s BDS vote ahead of the final results, saying that the
group is “clearly a politicized advocacy organization.”
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“they (the Russians) won’t stop.
Sanctions mean nothing to them. What
do you care about sanctions when you

have nothing to begin with?”
He said that there should be “some kind of reasonable negotiations,” but

when I suggested that Zelensky has been willing to engage in honest nego-
tiations from the very beginning, yet the Russians are engaged in some
kind of charade when it comes to negotiations, he said “I don’t know. I’m
not a politician.” 

But after listening to Michael, I felt that I had a better understanding how
Jewish Ukrainians are not all on the same page when it comes to this terri-
ble conflict. Yet, I don’t want what I’ve written in any way to come across
as a defence of what Vladimir Putin has done – and I’m afraid that some-
one reading this could easily extract from some of Michael’s comments
exactly that. Still, I wonder if perhaps, by understanding somewhat better
the divisions that exist within Ukraine between Russian speaking and
Ukrainian speaking Ukrainians, we might come to the realization that a
compromise solution will have to take into account those divisions. 

Is a compromise possible? It would seem so, but Vladimir Putin and his
generals seem determined to punish Ukrainians terribly first, and for expa-
triate Ukrainians like Alexey and Michael, they can only watch and wait –
and hope that their relatives and friends still living in Ukraine don’t
become casualties.

Postscript: Several days after I interviewed Alexey and Michael, I was
troubled by the message that I discerned from what Michael had said to
me. He was quite sanguine about Russia’s occupation of Ukraine, I
thought.

So I decided to look further into his claims that Russian-speaking
Ukrainians feel quite differently about the Russian invasion than do
Ukrainian-speaking Ukrainians.

According to an article in the Washington Post, “most Russian-speaking
Ukrainians feel Ukrainian.” The article went on to say that “In Ukraine, the
language people speak cannot be equated with ethnic identity. A larger rep-
resentative study from 2013 examining the identity of Ukrainians living in
various regions of the country found that the vast majority consider their
ethnic identity as Ukrainian – the lone exception was in Crimea….strong
Ukrainian identification can be found in predominantly Russian-speaking
parts such as southern, eastern Ukraine, and even Donbas – where 70 per-
cent or more identify as Ukrainian.”

I thought about Michael’s relative acquiescence to the Russian occupa-
tion of that part of Ukraine where he lived – until he was 10. But that was
28 years ago. Even though he says he is in touch with relatives in that area,
including his grandfather and uncle, I wonder just how much Michael’s
views were shaped by his experience growing up in a country that was
under Soviet occupation until1991. According to what he told me, Michael
would have left Ukraine for Israel in 1994. One can well imagine how
much the country has changed in the past 28 years.

But to say that “But I don’t know who is better and who is worse (com-
paring Ukrainians and Russians),” as Michael said;  “they both do the
same”, would seem to be a distortion of the reality that now exists in
Ukraine.

Ukraine
(Continued from page 3.)

(2009), Bewilderments: Reflections on
the Book of Numbers (2015), and
Moses: A Human Life, published as

part of the Yale series on Jewish Lives in 2016.
In her work on Moses, Zornberg portrays the prophet as a man “born into

a world of genocide” and unconsciously “nurtured in fear.” Drawing on
scholarship in trauma and memory studies, she posits that his perceived
speech defect—“heavy of mouth and heavy of tongue”—emerges from his
hybrid identity. Born a Hebrew slave yet raised a prince in the Egyptian
palace, Moses discovers his Israelite roots relatively late in life. This theme
leads Zornberg to George Eliot’s novel, Daniel Deronda, where the hero is
compared, explicitly, to Moses. The comparison sheds unexpected light on
Moses' insider/outsider status, as well as on the poignant fact that Moses’
fate is to remain outside the promised land. In Kafka’s words, this is “not
because his life is too short, but because it is a human life.” This excerpt
from Kafka’s diary (1921) points to Zornberg’s central concern: what does
it mean to be born into a context of trauma, of hidden identities, of silence,
and to emerge into the role of speaking for Israel?

Recognition and Awards
In 1996, Zornberg appeared on the PBS TV series, “Bill Moyers:

Genesis—A Living Conversation.” In 2005 she was awarded an Honorary
Doctorate from the Jewish Theological Seminary and delivered the Haskell
Lectures at Oberlin College. In 2009, she received The Maurice N.
Eisendrath Bearer of Light Award from the Union for Reform Judaism, and
in 2019, she was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by Hebrew College in
Boston.

Zornberg continues to teach weekly in Jerusalem and travels abroad to
lecture at universities, synagogues, Jewish community centers, and psy-
choanalytic institutes across North America. She also travels to the United
Kingdom, where she holds a Visiting Lectureship at the London School of
Jewish Studies.

Zornberg
(Continued from page 6.)

Middle East scholars pass resolution endorsing boycott of Israel
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Ed. note: We have continued to receive letters about the screening of a

film called “Ma Nishma”. Yet, it’s somewhat baffling that the film, which
we reviewed in our Oct. 27, 2021 issue, and which was screened during
Tarbut this past November, has only recently provoked angry criticism. We
are printing two further - and lengthy letters that we received about the
film - one criticizing it, and one defending it. At this point, however, we’re
going to put a close to any further comments about a film which undoubt-
edly has not been seen by the vast majority of our readers - unless there is
something quite new that can be added to the discussion.

In defence of the filmmakers behind Ma Nishma
I have been noticing with interest the various responses to the Ma

Nishma Winnipeg film and would like to offer my thoughts, as someone
who participated in the documentary. 

I happened to be approached by the two filmmakers very early in the pro-
ject. I was one of their first interviews, and I took the opportunity to “inter-
view” them in turn. I found their approach to be fascinating – and current-
ly misunderstood – and I was delighted to get involved. 

What I have come to understand as a rabbi is that there is a generation of
Jews – millennials, and Gens X, Y and Z – who have not grown up in struc-
tured Jewish homes or in our education system or in our synagogues, who
have many and arguably far too many sources of information available to
them, invariably online. But at the core, they – exactly like the film mak-
ers themselves – have a curiosity about their own Judaism and a surprising
self-awareness of the limitations of their understandings. As I spoke with
those two young film makers, they were on a laudable journey of explo-
ration and self-exploration, intending to collect “snapshots’ without pre-
judgment or preplanning to help them on their way. 

What I have also come to understand as a rabbi is the importance of the
middle word in the documentary’s title. “Nishma,” standing alone, means
“we shall listen,” and it is the core skill of great teachers: to find out first
where people are at, and then to go to where they are at the start of our
engagement. Frankly, yelling or trashing them at a distance for what they
say or know or think or have learned so far (when they differ from our
beliefs) is exactly the wrong approach. 

I wish to make it clear, in my engagement with the film makers, that I
found them to be wonderful people, curious about their relationship with
Judaism, with no “agenda” or secret ties to anti-Israel or anti-Jewish orga-
nizations. Nor did I see or sense that in any of the participants in the film. 

So, I look at this documentary as a gift, an unusually open insight into
how new generations of Jews are accessing their understandings of
Judaism, community and Israel. So many of our Jewish community insti-
tutions have looked at this demographic, wringing our hands and wonder-
ing where they are at and what we might do. We now have a starting point.

Frankly, I’d like to listen more to them, because that is where and how
we will build the bridges we so desperately need if we want to transition
our Judaism in a meaningful way to the next generation and the next and
the next.

B’shalom,
Rabbi Allan Finkel

In response to the Jewish Heritage Centre re:
the film “Ma Nishma” 

I saw the film Ma Nishma MB and was disturbed enough that I made
some notes at the time.

In my view, the Jewish Heritage Centre, which recently screened the
film, is mistaken when it suggests  that Bradley Pollock is “fixated” on the
remarks of one voice in the film, (a voice which I found to be very anti-
Israel).

Anti-Israel bias is reflected, in my view, both expressly and implicitly in
the film by more than one source in the following ways:

1. An interviewee Lasha compares 1948 Arab refugees to Jews dispos-
sessed of their homes in the Holocaust. She says words to the effect that
“…while Jews were dispossessed from their homes in Europe ,the same
thing happened to the Palestinian people in the Nakba…” (the Nakba or
Catastrophe is how Arabs refer to the 1948 war.)  I understood her words
to mean that she was suggesting that just as Jews were dispossessed of their
homes by the Nazis during the Holocaust, Arab refugees were dispossessed
of their homes by Israel during the 1948 war.  (I think  it is very reasonable
to infer this from her words). This odious comparison ignores the fact that
there would have been  no war and no Arab refugees at all  if  the  Arabs
had accepted the 1947  UN Partition Plan, nor were Arab refugees sent to
gas chambers. Further, note that there was no one in the film who rebutted
this odious  comparison, a comparison  which  in my view may meet or
come dangerously close to meeting the IHRA ( International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance) definition of antisemitism. That definition gives a
list of examples of antisemitism and says that “Drawing comparisons of
contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis” can, taking into account
the overall context, amount to antisemitism. In terms of context, when
Lasha made this odious comparison the filmmakers, who edited the film,
played it up by showing on the screen  archival footage of  a Jew with a
yellow star carrying a bag of his belongings during the Holocaust, and
then showing archival footage of  Arab refugees, including in tents at a
refugee camp, and walking with their bags of belongings. These powerful
visual images re-enforced the odious comparison made by Lasha. ( To see
the complete IHRA definition of antisemitism go to: https://www.holo-
caustremembrance.com/resources/working-definitions-charters/working-
definition-antisemitism)

Lasha referred to there being 1 million refugees, which is an inflated
number. Lasha also criticized Birthright trips to Israel. When asked about
her Birthright experience , she answered “Birth-wrong…” Lasha, by the
way, gets quite a lot of air time in the film.

2. There was another female interviewee named Lexi  who said when
referring to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that “…it’s almost like the
oppressor is becoming the  oppressee type of thing and that’s not what Jews
are about.”  I believe she inverted her words and meant to say that Jews
were the oppressees but Israel had now became the oppressor. Taken in
context these comments in my view, were very critical of Israel.

3. In the film, one of the film makers, Sandra Bulloch, says that the
Israeli-Palestinian  conflict “does trace a lot back to colonialism.” There is
no clear explanation given to what she meant by this. I have wondered
whether she was suggesting that Jews were colonialists allowed in by the
British, who did not belong to the region.  In fact, Jews have thousands of
years of history in the holy land and are indigenous to the region. I took
Bulloch’s statement to be critical of the Jewish side in the conflict. If the
film maker meant something other than what I have suggested, in my view
she should have explained herself better.

4. The filmmakers, Johanna Reimer Henteleff and Sandra Bulloch, refer
to the section of their film on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as  “Israel &
Palestine, the elephant in the room”.  In my view, this title itself  is not neu-
tral, but by inference denigrates Israel’s treatment of Palestinians, suggest-
ing there is a problem with it. Note that  the phrase “Elephant in the Room”
is defined as “a major problem or controversial issue that is obviously pre-
sent but avoided as a subject for discussion because it is more comfortable
to do so.” I would, suggest, that, on the contrary, the subject of Israel and
the Palestinians  is not avoided but comes up for extensive discussion at the
United Nations, for example, which is obsessed with condemning Israel.

5. At another point, the filmmaker Johanna Reimer-Henteleff  said words
to the effect that she doesn’t feel the need to “protect” Israel.  She says “…I
don’t feel the need to like protect it…”  I would not call that a pro-Israel
statement.

6. At another point in the film, film maker Sandra Bulloch says that one

of the things they pushed on her Birthright trip was “feeling a responsibil-
ity to Israel”, but she did not say she felt this. 

Taken as a whole, the section on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the
film in my view had a decidedly anti-Israel tone to it.

Additionally, the Jewish Heritage Centre in its letter has suggested that
in regard to Birthright, it is “balanced” for a film  to have one person who
is critical of it and one person who is positive about it. But if  99% of those
who attended Birthright Israel found the trip to be a worthwhile experience
and 1% found the experience to be propaganda, is it considered appropri-
ate to select one from each group to present their perspectives and call this
balanced ? 

Further, as to the issue of  lack of balance re Israel, in my view one of the
interviewees  in the film  could be categorized as “far -left” , but there was
no one interviewed in the film  from the “far-right.” I also don’t think that
there was anyone in the film who could even be described as “right wing,”
let alone “far right”. The woman who had served in the IDF and briefly
mentioned the existence of terror attacks said that  “innocent” people are
suffering “on both sides.” This can hardly be categorized as a right wing
sentiment, and in any event , just because someone  served in the IDF does-
n’t at all mean they are right-wing politically vis a vis the Palestinians.

I have also wondered whether the Jewish Heritage Centre in its letter has
implied that Bradley Pollock is on  “the far right “? I certainly hope that
this isn’t the case . In his letter Bradley  uses the words “occupation”  and
“Palestinian territories.” A member of the “far right” would not use the
word  “occupation”, and would not refer to the territories as “Palestinian
territories” but rather as “Judea and Samaria.”  I would suggest that
Bradley Pollock is a centrist (he has told me, for example, he is against new
settlement  development), who is willing to call out anti-Israel bias for
what it is.

Bradley Pollock believes the film should have been shown by the Jewish
Heritage Centre, but panelists ought to have exposed its anti-Israel bias,
and provided the context it sorely lacked. While I respect Bradley’s view,
it is my opinion that there was so much to unpack in regard to the conflict
because of the way it was portrayed in the film that this could not be easi-
ly done without taking a lot of time, such that it would have been better not
to screen the film at all.  Additionally, I note that there was no one on the
panel assembled by the Jewish Heritage Centre with particular expertise on
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, who could have provided the necessary his-
torical context.

In summation, all I can say is that I am saddened by this whole episode.

Ellery C. Broder
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Further to Winnipeg synagogues
Dear Bernie,

Re: Jack Winestock’s letter to you in the March 2nd Jewish Post regard-
ing the old synagogues. The one I knew and went to  with my parents is the
one on Stella across from the park. It was the Knesset Israel Synagogue
across from the Stella park and a block away from the Talmud Torah. The
Weismans (Harvey & his sisters) lived next door to the Talmud Torah and
the Gilmans – Harry, Jack & Dena, lived on Aikins or Charles. Eventually
the “shul” closed and I heard many years ago was relocated in Israel.

I enjoy the paper immensely. I pass it on to other Winnipeggers here in
Calgary.

Sincerely yours
Delsie Dworkin (née Shecter)

In response to Bill Narvey’s letter
Bernie, I am writing in response to Bill Narvey’s Letter to the Editor in

the last edition of the Jewish Post & News. Mr. Narvey wrote to support
Myron Love’s previous column, which was to champion the actions of the
so-called “Freedom Convoy”  Mr. Narvey took issue with those of us who
wrote letters taking issue with Mr. Love’s opinion on the matter.  My letter
spoke specifically to the support by some members of the  Federal
Conservative Party (including its interim leader) for the Convoy and that
Party’s apparent move to the extreme right wing of the political spectrum
and its appeal to racists and white supremacists.

However, my reason for this follow-up letter is to express my utter dis-
gust that Mr. Narvey suggests that the appearance of swastikas and Nazi
flags amongst some of the convoy participants represents a legitimate way
to accuse Justin Trudeau of acting like a fascist rular akin to Hitler. These
were his words - not mine. It is unconscionable that someone of the Jewish
faith (anyone really) would liken Justin Trudeau to Hitler.  Mr. Narvey is
adopting the tactics of Vladimir Putin who is justifiying his invasion of
Ukraine on the pretext that its democratically elected Jewish President is a
Nazi and that Russia is going to rid Ukraine of its Nazis. Shame on Mr.
Narvey. For him to suggest that displaying a Nazi flag or a swastika is a
legitimate expression of politcal dissent is tantamount to condoning hate
crimes. 

Irwin Corobow

Victoria now has a kosher bakery
I recently returned from Victoria and enjoyed the sights, weather, and

beautiful flowers. I especially enjoyed exploring new ventures.
What we discovered are new business ventures, such as the Bikery – at

the Victoria Public Market. Markus Spodzieja is owner of the first kosher
bakery in Victoria. The challah was delicious and you guessed it: delivered
by bike. 

The origin of this project is that Markus met with the Chabad rabbi and
got his wife’s challah recipe. We had to preorder the challah as they are so
popular.

If you ever have a chance to get to Victoria, check out the Bikery. You
will not regret it.

Exploring this city is a wonderful experience and time well spent.
Don’t forget to make time to visit Sidney by the Sea and Saltspring Island

– and be tempted by their delightfully restaurants and galleries.
Time well spent, I assure you.

Sandy Hyman

Discussing imaginary “Palestinian 
Right of Return” in Jewish schools 

should be a non-starter
By MYRON LOVE

Let me begin, Bernie, by telling you how much I appreciate your staunch
support for freedom of speech and willingness to publish diverse points of
view – an openness that is sorely lacking in  most media outlets today.  

That being said, referencing your report on Avi Posen’s presentation at
Limmud here on March 6, I also laud Avi and his organization,  Open Door
Media, in endeavouring to challenge and engage younger Jews as to the
meaning of being Jewish.

I feel though that I must challenge a couple of your own comments that
you threw into your report.  

First, I have to say that your idea of having Jewish schools hosting a dis-
cussion on the non-existent “Palestinian right of return” should be a non-
starter. Would you, for example, expect schools in Gaza and those under
the auspices of the Palestinian Authority – schools that currently demonize
Jews and Israel - to also include in their curricula the argument for
Zionism?

Maybe in an ideal world – but not going to happen in our lifetimes.
What about teaching the Zionist perspective in Islamic and Muslim

schools throughout the world?
And why stop at the Palestinian narrative?  Why not have Jewish schools

teach the perspective of Jews for Jesus? Or aspects of Christianity (or
Islam)?

As I see it, the purpose of a Jewish school is – in addition to preparing
students to function in the larger society - to inculcate students with a sense
of Jewish culture, history and religious practice (to a greater or lesser
degree depending on the school’s mandate).  A vital part of that is infusing
students with a strong sense of Zionism and an appreciation for the special
nature of the mission and nature of the modern Jewish State of Israel.

After all, a love and longing for Israel is one of the pillars in the practice
of Judaism and is central to many of our daily prayers.

As for your comments regarding the “Palestinian perspective”, which
“Palestinian perspective” do you have in mind?  

(Ed. note: The idea of discussing a Palestinian “right of return” is some-
thing that Open Door Media includes in its educational materials for
Jewish students. As I noted in my story about Avi Posen, Open Door Media,
not me, asks students to “Think through the most salient reasons for the
‘right of return’ and the three most salient reasons against it.”)

As you know,  in my opinion pieces, I often provide the perspective of
Palestinian Arab writers such as Khaled Abu Toameh, Bassam Tawil,
Bassam Eid and others.  The “Palestinian perspective that they present is
one in which most Palestinians see their own rulers – Hamas in Gaza and
the Palestinian Authority Government under the rule of President-for-live
Mahmud Abbas – as their oppressors, not Israel.  In fact,  a great many
Palestinians – as these writers observe – envy the freedom that Arab citi-
zens of  Israel enioy – and jump at opportunities to work in Israel where
they have better working conditions and pay.  

I also in my opinion pieces point out the many instances of Israeli-
Palestinian co-operation in multiple spheres – such as healthcare, agricul-
ture and even joint military/policing operations – at least with the
Palestinian Authority.  If that is the Palestinian perspective that you think
should be shared in Jewish schools – examples of peace and harmony
between the two peoples – by all means.  

But why would you want to expose anyone – let alone students in Jewish
schools – to “Palestinian perspectives” that preach lies and hatred of Jews
and Israel – which is what such baseless accusations of “Apartheid”,
“genocide” and “harvesting organs” from Palestinians are?  Those charges
are pure anti-Semitism - not only according to the new international
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance but also anyone in the least bit familiar
with Israel and anyone – even if the individual is Jewish - who promotes
such lies is promoting anti-semitism.

As to this “right of return”, there is no such thing in international law.
Throughout history, war (as we are witnessing now in  Ukraine) and
famine have forced countless numbers of people to relocate.  There had
been a Jewish presence in the region going back more than 3000  years that
was known up to 1948 as Palestine.  Jewish numbers in  the late 19th and
early 20th centuries  grew not through conquest but through Jews legally
buying property in the land and starting farms and businesses. Jewish self-
defense was organized to defend against  frequent attacks by their
Palestinian Arab countrymen.  

It was the invasion  of the new Jewish state of Israel in 1948 by the
armies of five neighbouring Arab countries that caused hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinian Arabs  to leave their homes and become refugees.
Only in rare circumstances for military reasons did the endangered Jewish
state force Palestinian Arabs from their homes.

The descendants of these refugees have as much “right of return” as do
the millions of Muslims who fled  India and Hindus who were forced to
leave Pakistan in the fighting there in 1948 – or anyone else in that situa-
tion (including the hundreds of thousands of Jews who were forced from
their after 1948) – in other words – none.    

Netflix to produce a ‘Jewish Matchmaking’ series
March 24, 2022 (JTA) — Matchmaker, matchmaker — are you going

on Netflix?
The streaming giant announced a new “Jewish Matchmaking” series on

Thursday, modeled after its hit “Indian Matchmaking.”
Details are scant, and there is no premiere date, but Netflix’s companion

site Tudum says it will feature “singles in the US and Israel as they turn
their dating life over to a top Jewish matchmaker.”

“Will using the traditional practice of shidduch help them find their soul-
mate in today’s world?” the show asks.

“Indian Matchmaking” was nominated for an Emmy after premiering in
July 2020, but was also criticized by many who said it promoted stereo-
types and classism. The show’s production group, Industrial Media’s The
Intellectual Property Corporation, will also produce “Jewish
Matchmaking.”

Netflix has also sustained criticism for some of its other shows such as
“Unorthodox” and “My Unorthodox Life,” for their negative portrayals of
Orthodox Jews.

Significant drama has also occurred within the Haart family, who is at the
center of “My Unorthodox Life,” during filming of the show’s second sea-
son.
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Madeleine Albright,  first woman secretary of state and a refugee 
who discovered her Jewish roots late in life, dies at 84

By RON KAMPEAS 
March 24, 2022 WASHINGTON (JTA) — Madeleine

Albright was the quintessential late 20th-century Jewish
diplomat, haunted by the Holocaust and determined to use
what tools her adopted country had to crush inhumanity
when it arose.

Except she didn’t know she was Jewish until she was in
her 50s, or so she claimed, a revelation that led some Jews
to embrace her and others to question whether, like so
many others, she had been driven by persecution into
denial.

Albright, 84, died Wednesday of cancer, 25 years after
making history by becoming the first woman to serve as U.S. secretary of
state.

“The world has lost a champion for democracy,” said Tamara Cofman
Wittes, who was mentored by Albright when they both served on the
National Democratic Institute, and who has been nominated for a senior
State Department position under President Joe Biden. “America has lost
one of its greatest (as she always said, grateful) patriots. Women have lost
a trailblazer and role model. The Albright family have lost their precious
matriarch. I have lost a cherished friend.”

Albright was adept at outmaneuvering statesmen — always men — who
thought they knew much better than she did. She also delighted in subse-
quent years in the fact that two close friends, Hillary Clinton and
Condoleezza Rice, followed her into the secretary of state role, to which
she had been nominated by Clinton’s husband, President Bill Clinton.

Albright hated macho posturing. If she had a credo, she stated it at the
U.N. Security Council in 1996, after the Cuban air force shot down two
small civilian craft attempting to flee the country, killing four people
aboard. “Frankly, this is not cojones,” she said. “This is cowardice.” She
called State Department bureaucrats, whom she never fully trusted, “The
White Boys.”

But though she cherished the feminism she embraced in her 40s when her
husband, a newspaper fortune heir who made her wealthy, abruptly left her
for another woman, her drive was informed less by her status as a woman
than as a two-time refugee: in 1939, fleeing her birthplace, Prague, as a tod-
dler, and then in 1948, when she was 11, fleeing the city once again as
Communist troops moved in.

That sensibility informed her tough-minded diplomacy. Clinton’s second
term marked a shift in his diplomatic footing from the Vietnam war oppo-
nent wary of American involvement overseas to a robust interventionist
whose policies and credible threat of military force helped end carnage in
Bosnia, Kosovo and Iraq, and expanded the NATO footprint right up to
Russia’s doorstep.

Key to that transition, which still reverberates in the crippling American
sanctions on Russia for its war against Ukraine, was switching secretaries
of state from the reserved and camera-shy Warren Christopher to the gabby,
soundbite-friendly Albright.

Albright, an early backer of Bill Clinton when he was a relatively
unknown Arkansas governor, was his first U.N. ambassador, repayment in
part for the money she helped raise for his campaign. She chafed at her rel-
ative lack of influence in the administration, however; Clinton’s lack of
action in Rwanda infuriated her.

Years later, she still fumed, telling an interviewer who challenged her on
her efforts at the United Nations to preclude an international effort to stop
the genocide that she was “glad you asked that.”

“President Clinton has said repeatedly that failure to act in Rwanda was
the biggest policy mistake of his presidency,” Albright told The Washington
Post in 2014. “It’s my biggest regret from that time.”

As she matured into her role as U.N. ambassador, she could no longer
contain herself. The images of Serbs forcing Bosnian Muslims onto rail
cars reminded her of the Holocaust, in which many members of her extend-
ed family were murdered. She lobbied for airstrikes against Serbian targets,
once telling Colin Powell, then the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
“What’s the point of having this superb military you’re always talking
about if we can’t use it?” Powell, famous for his Vietnam-era-founded
reluctance for military intervention, said the question nearly caused him an
“aneurysm.”

As secretary of state, she could, and did, address the frustrations she had
endured as U.N. ambassador. She was behind Clinton’s decision to con-
front the Serbian military in 1999 as it bore down on Kosovo. Yugoslav
strongman Slobodan Milosevic once told her, “Madam Secretary, you are
not well informed.” Albright, whose father Josef Korbel, had served as a
diplomat in Belgrade, countered, “Don’t tell me I’m uninformed — I lived
here.”

She also muscled Boris Yeltsin’s Russia into not blocking the entry into
the NATO alliance of Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic.

Facing down men who thought they could outwit her was more a voca-
tion than a pastime. In 1998, at U.S.-mediated talks with Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat at Wye River, Maryland, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu was resisting concessions as Bill Clinton sought to advance the
Oslo Accords Netanyahu had reviled.

Netanyahu planned a dramatic signal that he was ready
to leave the talks. He ordered his team to place their suit-
cases in front of their cabins.

Albright caught wind of the scheme. She knew that
Yitzhak Mordechai, Netanyahu’s defense minister,
jogged; she also knew that Mordechai didn’t think as
highly of Netanyahu as Netanyahu thought of himself.
She drove out to where Mordechai jogged and asked him
to chat. They did, he bent over to kiss Albright, who bare-
ly stood 5 feet, on the cheek, and Mordechai and his staff
did not place their suitcases on the porch. Netanyahu
went back to the talks and Clinton secured the Wye River

Accords.
As secretary of state, she helped engineer the ouster of Boutros Boutros-

Ghali as U.N. secretary-general, in part because when she was ambassador
to the United Nations he resisted her pressure to not publish a report blast-
ing Israel for its killing of civilians during a conflict in Lebanon in 1996.

The ethos that brought Albright to diplomacy was one that spurred so
many other American Jews to enter public service, a dedication borne of
the horrors of the midcentury to seek a benevolent American hegemony in
its latter half and into the 21st century.

“I am an optimist who worries a lot,” is how she characterized her out-
look when she spoke in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 2012 on a book tour.

Her optimism may have blinded her to how deeply embedded in Iran’s
political culture was its resistance to compromise. At her urging, Clinton
suspended tough nuclear sanctions on the country — ones he had just
imposed — so she could deal with Mohammad Khatami, an ostensible
western-looking moderate. Khatami’s initiatives were sidelined by the
hardline theocracy, and American administrations did not take seriously
Iran’s nuclear threat until President Barack Obama imposed far-reaching
sanctions in 2010, after Iran was well along in its program.

Jewish organizations saw her as a formidable if sometimes contentious
ally. “She was tough on negotiating and debating issues but a warm caring
human being in one-on-ones,” said Abraham Foxman, who led the Anti-
Defamation League when Albright was in government. “The epitome of
mensch in the best and broadest sense of the word.”

But Albright’s mastery of the 20th century caused many Jews to find odd
her claim in 1997, after a lengthy Washington Post exploration of her past,
that she only learned from the newspaper that she was Jewish. The Post
story recounted the efforts of a Jewish cousin and a Czech mayor to get in
touch.

Inconsistencies in Albright’s recounting of the revelation didn’t help. She
would say at times that it was the Post that brought her the news, and at
other times that it was government vetters who were digging into her past
as she was under consideration for senior spots in government. That led to
difficult questions: If Albright knew she was Jewish in 1993 or 1994, why
did she not reveal it until 1997, when a newspaper was about to go public?

Her parents, assimilated Jews who converted to Roman Catholicism and
then to Episcopalianism, hid her Jewishness from her to protect her, but
how could she not be curious about the deaths of three of four grandpar-
ents, who turned out to have been have murdered by the Nazis, as were oth-
ers in her extended family?

“Was Madeleine Albright afraid to come to terms with her past because
she thought it might hurt her future?” Lisa Hostein, JTA’s editor-in-chief in
1997, wrote at the time. “Maybe she was afraid that her stature would be
diminished before her international colleagues if they knew of her Jewish
roots. Maybe she felt her aspirations to become secretary of state would be
jeopardized if her family history was confirmed.”

Hostein articulated difficult questions for Albright from Jews who were
out in public life and bore their identity’s slings and arrows as well as its
joys.

“In an age when Jews in America worry about the future of Jewish sur-
vival not because of anti-Semitism, but because of assimilation, tales of
such rejection ring especially cruel,” Hostein wrote.

Some Jewish leaders accepted Albright at her word. Czech Jewish lead-
ers noted that they had accompanied her to Jewish sites in Prague before
and after the revelation; after she knew she was Jewish she was much more
emotional, they told JTA in 1997, during her visit to Prague in July of that
year.

“It is common for Jews from this part of the world to be ignorant of their
Jewish roots,” said Tomas Kraus, then executive director of the Federation
of Jewish Communities in the Czech Republic. “A substantial number of
Czech Jews have only recently discovered their ancestry.”

Albright did not like to talk about her parents’ choice to keep her in the
dark, but when she did, it was in the voice of a blunt-edged diplomat who
understood how the 20th century robbed some people of agency, and how
they did what they had to do to reclaim it.

“My parents were fabulous people who did everything they could for
their children and brought us to this amazing country and were protective,
overly so in terms of worrying about us and all kinds of things,” she told
the Post in 1997. “I can’t question their motivation. I can’t. I don’t know
how else to put it.”

Madeleine Albright 
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Winnipeg-based electronic music
DJ in demand across Canada

S i n c e
the time of
E l v i s ,
teenagers
have been
picking up
g u i t a r s ,
f o r m i n g
bands and

hoping to reach the stars.  Jorel
Minuk  was one of the many strug-
gling to break through.  

The son of Cindy Bass and
Morley Minuk would seem to have
succeeded.

“I had always wanted to be a
musician,” says Minuk, who was
born in Toronto but grew up in
Winnipeg.   “As a teenager, I had
been part of several bands – but
never could find a group of solid
guys who were serious about taking
our music to the next level.”

The Gray Academy graduate’s
musical life changed dramatically
about 12 years ago when he was
first exposed to electronic music.
The performer who inspired him
was a young American DJ, record
producer, musician singer and songwriter who goes by the professional
name of Skrillex.    

In an interview that he did with Canadian Beats Media two years ago on
the release of hisw new EP “Trenchant”,  Minuk  recalled that in his  early
years, he was a die-hard classic rock fan. However, after hearing the
sounds in electronic music, he was immediately captivated by the unique
flavours produced by some of his early heroes.”

“I thought that electronic music was super cool,” Minuk told this inter-
viewer.  “I really liked the vibes.”

In 2010, while still in university – he is a graduate of the Asper School
of Business with a degree in marketing and human resources - he trans-
formed himself musically-speaking into a DJ going by the moniker
“PRZM”.

“I started as a DJ working the wedding circuit and local socials,” he says.
“By 2014-16, I was doing bigger events and productions.  Since 2016, I
have been performing at clubs and electronic music festivals across Canada
and even performed at a bar in  New York.”

As Minuk – aka PRZM – has grown musically, his music has evolved to
incorporate different genres and moods.   In that interview with Canadian
Beats Media, Minuk noted that he has a particular fondness for half-time
bass music. 

“My favourite thing about half-time music is the groove. I am obsessed
with creating drums that can make people move at a slower bpm,” he told
the CBM interviewer.  “One of the things I love about bass music is how
you get to experiment with it.

“The more obscure the sounds are, the more I like it. I appreciate all my
peers who can produce music like this because it’s not easy to create music
that blends such weird sounds, and yet sounds good.”

PRZM’s music has been featured on various labels such as: Tribal Trap,
brednbutter, Phuture Collective, Gravitas and supported by the likes of
Stylust, MORiLLO, and Perkulat0r  and is available on Spotify, Applke
Music and all the other streaming platforms.

Four  years ago, Minuk joined musician friends Adrian Klassen and
Marco Tummillo to form  MAP (Mortar & Pestle).  As reported last
October on a website called “HAPPENINGNEXT”,  “after releasing their
debut EP ’Grant Ave.’ on Admit One Records in July, 2018, MAP has
received massive support from their peers and has had their music played
at several major North-American festivals including Shambhala, Dirtybird
Campout and EDC Las Vegas. Following their Admit One Records debut,
they have since released music on notable labels like Chub Rub, Rock
Bottom, Late Night Munchies, Groovy Bone, and OFDM.”  

“Most of our music is original,” Minuk points out.

Coming performances for MAP include an Exchange Event Centre pro-
gram online and the Summer of Sound fro Friday, June 10, at Assiniboia
Downs.

While Minuk enjoys his day job as digital marketing manager at Web
Wizards Inc., he says that he hopes one day to be able to make his living
as a full time musician playing festivals throughout North America.

By

MYRON LOVE

JOREL MINUK
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Passover Stuffed Cabbage Rolls
By CHANIE APFELBAUM

This article first  appeared on The Nosher.
There’s nothing like Passover to remind us

where we come from. In many Jewish homes,
Passover traditions are carried down from father
to son, establishing the family’s customs and set-
ting the standards for their Passover pantry.

Growing up, my family’s standards were quite
stringent. We did not eat any processed ingredi-
ents, and we only used produce that could be
peeled. My mother prepared simple syrup in
place of sugar, and we seasoned our dishes mini-
mally with kosher salt, no spices allowed. Thankfully, I married into a fam-
ily whose customs were slightly more lenient. My in-laws allow a variety
of fruits and vegetables, including cabbage, as well as some minimally
processed foods, like tomato sauce.

When I spent Passover with my in-laws last year, I decided to pay
homage to my roots by adapting my grandmother’s stuffed cabbage recipe
for the holiday. While my grandmother would never have made this recipe
for Passover, to me, it signifies the union of my husband’s familial customs
with my Eastern European heritage. And that is precisely how we celebrate
Passover.

Stuffed cabbage is popular in Ukraine and is known as holubtsi, which
literally translates as “little pigeons”. Make some in solidarity with the
Jews who were forced to flee their homes during this year’s Russia-Ukraine
war.

Ingredients
1 head of green cabbage
1 lb ground beef
1 heaping cup leftover mashed potatoes
1 small onion, grated
1 egg salt and pepper, to taste
For the sauce:
2 15 oz cans tomato sauce
1 Granny Smith apple, peeled and grated
1 large tomato, finely chopped
1/3 cup sugar

Juice of 1 lemon
salt and pepper, to taste

Directions
1 Place the cabbage in the freezer overnight

(about 12 hours). Remove and place in a colan-
der in the sink to defrost. This makes the cabbage
pliable for rolling and stuffing.

2 Remove the outer leaves of the cabbage and
discard. Peel the remaining large leaves, taking
care not to tear the cabbage as you go. Set the
whole leaves aside and chop up the remaining

cabbage for later.
3 In a bowl, combine the ground beef, potatoes, onion, egg, salt and

pepper. Set aside.
4 Set up a stuffing station with your whole cabbage leaves and

ground beef mixture. With a paring knife, trim the thick part of the stem
off the base of the leaves, taking care not to cut through the rest of the leaf.
Place the leaves upright so that they are curling upward like a bowl.

5 Place a small handful of filling towards the base of each leaf and
fold over the leaf from the left side. Roll the cabbage leaf up and using
your finger, stuff the loose end of the leaf inward, pushing it into the cen-
ter. Rolling the cabbage this way ensures that they hold together nicely
during cooking.

6 Continue with remaining leaves. If you have any leftover filling,
simply roll them into meatballs to place in the pot alongside the cabbage
rolls.

7 Place the stuffed cabbage rolls in a large pot and cover with sauce
ingredients. If you had any leftover cabbage or meatballs, add them to the
pot as well.

8 Bring the sauce to a gentle boil over medium heat and reduce to a
simmer. Cover the pot, leaving it slightly open so that the steam does not
force the cabbage rolls to open. Cook for approximately 2 – 2 1/2 hours,
until cabbage is tender and sauce has thickened.

VARIATION: for unstuffed cabbage soup, shred the cabbage and roll the
meat into balls. Place everything into a pot and continue as above.



By GABRIELLE KAPLAN-
MAYER

Ma Nish Tana Ha Leilah Hazeh—
Why is this night different from all
other nights? As we sit at the table and
sing the Four Questions, we highlight
the ways that difference is at the heart
of the Passover Seder. We intentionally
change the foods that we eat, the way
we eat them and how we sit at the table.

For children with autism, cognitive
disabilities and/or sensory sensitivities,
doing things in a different way–change
from routine—can be especially chal-
lenging. Routine and predictability pro-
vide structure and reduce anxiety for many peo-
ple with social and communication challenges.

To help all of our kids get ready for a night of
different foods, music, setting and people, we can
take steps to prepare them in advance of the seder
to help reduce anxiety and also build excitement
for a new experience.

As a mom of a teenage son with an intellectual
disability and autism and as an educator who has
worked with many families with kids of all abili-
ties, I’m sharing some tips that I hope will be
helpful for your family. Please be sure to what’s
worked well at your seder in the comments
below!

1 Get familiar with the Passover story and
songs before the Seder: There are so many won-
derful, multi-sensory ways to teach your child
about Passover. One way to begin is by watching
Passover-related videos—I especially like those
from Shalom Sesame and bimbam. Start playing
Passover music that you can listen to and sing
together…jkidphilly has a great Spotify list that
you can play in the car or just have on at home.
There are also lots of apps to download if your
child uses an ipad or other tablet. Plus, the amaz-
ing staff at Gateways has created social stories,
games and visual blessings that are free to down-
load and print! I also love the visual seder track-
er created by Matan.

2 Consider the sensory environment of your
seder: If you’re attending a seder at the home of
a family member or friend, you can ask ahead of
time if there’s a room where your child can go
take a break if he/she is feeling overwhelmed or
restless. Depending on how long your child is
able to sit for the seder, you may want to consid-
er bringing a babysitter or aide so that you can
stay and participate in the seder if your child
needs a break. If you’re having a small family
seder or hosting the seder in your home, you may
still want to have another adult who can hang out
with your child as needed.

3 Make tactile things available for everyone:
There are so many fun hands-on objects that your
child—and everyone at your seder table can
enjoy during the seder—wooden Passover puz-
zles, Model Magic that can be used to sculpt
scenes from the Exodus story, crayons, markers
and dot paints to color your own Haggadah. What
fidgets does your child like that are quiet? Bring
them along to have by his/her side.

4 Plan for what food your child will eat:
Children who have sensory-based feeding issues
may only eat a limited number of foods and try-
ing all of the different foods at a typical Passover
seder—from maror and charoset to gefilte fish
and matzah ball soup—may not be possible. I can
remember many years when my son ate matzah,
fruit and some carrot sticks; the seder wasn’t a

time to struggle
about food. You
can ask your host
in advance if you
can bring some of
your child’s
favorite foods.
Have a nice big
snack before the
seder—it helps
everyone! You
can also introduce
your child to the
smells that may
be overwhelm-
ing—open a bot-

tle of horseradish, for example, and let
your child take a little whiff. This expo-
sure can help your child get used to the
array of smells that are part of the seder
meal.

5 Make memories to draw from next
year: Take photos of your child helping
you get ready for Passover—cleaning,
going shopping for special Passover food,
making a Passover craft together. Snap a
photo or video of the seder table or of your
child singing a Passover song with you.
Place these special memories in a folder or
album that you can access next spring at
this time when you prepare for Passover
again. Making a different night more
familiar year by year may make it easier
for your child to enjoy Passover more each
year!

G a b r i e l l e
K a p l a n - M a y e r
directs Jewish
L e a r n i n g
Venture’s  Whole
C o m m u n i t y
Inclusion  which
fosters inclusion of
people with dis-
abilities through
the Philadelphia
Jewish community.
She loves
writing/editing for
“The New
Normal” and for
WHYY. Her latest
book  The Little
Gate-Crasher  is a
memoir of her
Great-Uncle Mace
Bugen, a self-made
millionaire and
celebrity selfie-
artist who was 43
inches tall and was
chosen for this
year’s Jewish
D i s a b i l i t y
Awareness &
Inclusion Month
Book Selections.
She’s recently
shared an ELI Talk
on  Standing With
Families Raising
Kids With
Disabilities  and
has released  a
journal designed
for special needs
parents. 
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Getting ready for Passover

5 ways to help all kids get ready for Passover

GABRIELLE 
KAPLAN-MAYER
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Getting ready for Passover

These Passover pancake noodles 
are better than matzah balls

By LIZ SUSMAN
KARP and NATALIE
GORLIN

This article
first appeared on The
Nosher.

Last April, as the
pandemic raged in my
area, I opened my front
door to my dear friend
Natalie, who literally
threw at me from a dis-
tance a plastic sand-
wich bag containing
her family’s cherished
Passover tradition:
flädla.

Less commonly
known than the univer-
sally beloved matzah
ball, these Passover
egg noodles are made
from a thin crepe that’s
coiled and cut into
strips, over which
steaming broth is
poured. Natalie’s fami-

ly recipe was handed down from her mother’s tante Ilse, who emigrated
from Germany in 1939 post-Kristallnacht.

Ask around about flädla and, like the history of any good noodle, you’ll
discover the topic covers a lot of ground. Flädla, also spelled flädle, didn’t
start off as a Passover food, but evolved into a dish that reflects the inge-
nuity and frugality of Jewish Eastern European cooks, who repurposed left-
over dough or pancakes into noodles.

Noodles were a significant part of the Ashkenazi diet. In medieval times,
Europeans began boiling dough in water rather than baking or frying it. In
the Encyclopedia of Jewish Food, Gil Marks writes that noodles were pre-
dominantly used in soup and that some cooks cut up matzah meal blintzes
into the liquid. No name was ascribed to that noodle or dish.

Recipes for Passover noodles are included in numerous Jewish cook-
books, notably June Feiss Hersh’s compilation of recipes from Holocaust
survivors titled, Recipes Remembered: A Celebration of Survival, illustrat-
ing how deeply ingrained the dish was in people’s memories. Sometimes
called lokshen, the Yiddish word for noodle, the recipes use matzah meal
or potato starch, and always the same method of frying a thin crepe and cut-
ting it into strips.

Pinpointing when, where, or who first adapted these noodle ribbons for
the holiday is a challenge. “What is most fascinating to me,” says Gaby
Rossmer, coauthor with her daughter, Sonya Gropman, of The German-
Jewish Cookbook, “is how these food traditions travel. They do follow
routes. You can see it, but you can’t tell exactly which one came first,
which came second.”

Many Jews, like Natalie’s ancestors and Rossmer, lived in southern
Germany; in the Swabian region, pancakes are known as flädle. The recipe
has been handed down over generations; tradition dictates the crepes be
thin and crispy. Flädlesuppe was a popular dish, but “never for Passover,”
says Rossmer. She was a year old when she came to America from Bavaria,
but fondly remembers frequently frying flour crepes with her father; the
goal was always to have enough left over to make flädlesuppe.

The noodles are a key component of a comparable, popular Austrian soup
called frittatensuppe, or pancake soup, which is always made with beef
broth, says Nino Shaye Weiss, a blogger at JewishVienneseFood.com and
Jewish food guide in Vienna. There, the crepes are called palatschinken; cut
up they’re referred to as frittaten. “Jews do seemingly love them as they
cannot live the eight days of Passover without them,” he comments, adding
that frittaten for Passover are simply known as Peisachdike lokshen (kosher
for Passover noodles).

Legend has it that frittatensuppe may have originated in 19th century
Austria to feed Austrian, French, and Italian diplomats secretly meeting
during the Congress of Vienna. One participant was Conte Romano de
Frittata, whose coachman prepared the pancake. Frittata comes from the
Italian word friggere, to fry; perhaps suggesting that the dish was named
after the coachman’s employer. However, the only similar Italian-Jewish
recipe I could find was for Minestra di Sfoglietti Per Pesach, a soup con-
taining noodles of baked dough, in The Classic Cuisine of the Italian Jews
by Edda Servi Machlin. If the story is true, the dish did not make its way
back to Italy.

Holocaust survivor Cecile Gruer, 86, is known as her family’s chef. She
movingly recalls eating flädla in 1946 at the first Passover she celebrated
with her family in an Austrian displaced persons camp after they were
reunited. Then a teen, she watched her mother prepare the noodle as her
mother had done in Hungary. Greuer makes flädla year-round, using pota-
to starch, matzah meal, or quinoa or almond flour for gluten-free relatives.
Sometimes she’ll just mix egg and water, essentially an omelette. Gruer
suggests adding any herb, such as dill or cilantro, to heighten the soup’s fla-
vor. She continues these traditions because, she says, “You do not want to
break the chain.”
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MacKenzie Scott, Meghan Markle and Prince Harry
have all donated to support

HIAS’ work in Ukraine
March 23, 2022 (JTA) — Billionaire

philanthropist MacKenzie Scott has donat-
ed $10 million to the Jewish humanitarian
group HIAS for its work aiding refugees
fleeing the war in Ukraine.

HIAS announced the gift Wednesday as
Scott, the ex-wife of Amazon CEO Jeff
Bezos, revealed her latest multi-billion-dol-
lar round of charitable giving. She gave
$3.8 billion to 465 organizations in this
round, bringing her total philanthropic
funding to $12 billion. 

The HIAS grant will go toward humanitarian relief for refugees from
Ukraine and help with resettlement in the countries of the European Union.
Services provided to refugees by HIAS’s local partners include housing,
education, health, language training and mental health with an emphasis on
reducing gender-based risks for those who have been displaced by the war. 

Some of the money will also help Jews from countries bordering Ukraine
relocate to Western Europe, according to HIAS. 

The news of Scott’s donation comes a few days after Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle announced they have given an undisclosed sum to HIAS
to help Ukrainian refugees. Far more money has flowed to HIAS in recent
weeks than what the nonprofit sees over the course of a typical quarter, the
Forward reported.

HIAS, formerly the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, traces its origin to
the late 19th century when millions of Jews migrating out of Eastern
Europe required aid. In recent years, with few Jews impacted by the
world’s new refugee crises, HIAS transformed into a humanitarian advo-
cacy group for all displaced people. 

After the fall of the Soviet Union, for example, HIAS built up a presence
in Ukraine and established a local partner called Right to Protection, or
R2P. 

Now, HIAS says that its experience and infrastructure are proving to be
critical. 

“HIAS has been working in independent Ukraine for over 20 years,
working with Ukrainians and launching a Ukrainian-led organization
(Right to Protection – R2P) to protect and welcome asylum seekers from
other countries as well as displaced Ukrainians themselves,” HIAS presi-
dent and CEO Mark Hetfield said the statement that announced Scott’s gift.
“Today, we are working with partners — many of whom are displaced per-
sons themselves — to help refugees and the displaced be safe, welcome,
and able to lead their lives until they can finally return home.”

Scott, who is now married to Seattle science teacher Dan Jewett and
whose net worth is estimated at $55 billion, has contributed to HIAS in the
past. Last year, she gave HIAS an undisclosed sum along with gifts to two
other Jewish nonprofits as a part of a $2.7 billion funding round for 286
organizations.

MacKenzie Scott, ex-wife
of Amazon CEO Jeff
Bezos(Jörg Carstensen/picture
alliance via Getty Images) 

(Continued on page 15. See “Noodles”.)



BY SHANNON SARNA
Passover-friendly almond butter

cookies are super tasty, chewy
cookies that aregood enough to
enjoy all year. 

This article first appeared on The
Nosher.

I love it when people taste my
pareve desserts and say, “Wow—this
is pareve!?”

It’s the same rule with Passover
dishes and desserts. Which is why I
am on a never-ending search for the
perfect Passover desserts that are good enough to eat all year and just hap-
pen to also be Passover-friendly.

In one of my searches I came across this recipe for Flourless Peanut
Butter Cookies which I realized could easily be made Passover-friendly
just by swapping out the peanut butter for almond butter. 

I adjusted a few ingredients and the result is a super tasty, chewy cookie
that is good enough to enjoy all year. Your guests are sure to ask incredu-

lously, “Are you sure these are kosher for
Passover?” Truly the ultimate compliment.

Ingredients
1 cup almond butter
1 egg
1 cup packed brown sugar
1 tsp vanilla
1 cup chocolate chips
1/2 cup chopped walnuts
thick sea salt (optional)
Directions
1 Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2 Mix together almond butter, egg, brown

sugar and vanilla.
3 Fold in chocolate chips and walnuts.
4 Spoon out tablespoon-sized mounds onto ungreased cookie sheet.

Sprinkle with pinch of thick sea salt on top if desired.
5 Bake for 11 minutes, and then allow to cool for 5 minutes while

cookies remain on the baking sheet. Transfer to baking rack to cool com-
pletely.

Almond Butter Chocolate Chip Cookies
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Happy PassoverHappy Passover
from Red River Co-op

With a large selection of grocery and frozen Kosher 
items, we have all of your Passover needs in store.

Red River Co-op Food Store at Grant Park | 1120 Grant Ave

Getting ready for Passover

Gruer’s and
Natalie’s families
enjoy their flädla
in chicken broth

with matzah balls. The Lubavitch sect, who follow
the custom of gebrokts and don’t eat any dish where
matzah can touch liquid, have just the noodle in
their soup, says Leah Koenig, author of The Jewish
Cookbook. Gruer confides she doesn’t like chicken
soup. How does she eat her flädla? She laughs. “I
would have it on the plate!”

Ingredients
4 eggs, separated
¾ tsp salt
¼-½ cup (to taste) chopped chives
4 Tbsp potato starch
¼ cup of chicken broth
oil
Directions
1 Separate the eggs and add the salt to the

yolks.
2 Mix chives and potato starch in with the egg

yolks. Add as much chicken broth as is necessary
for the mixture to be the consistency of pancake
batter.

3 Beat egg whites until stiff and add to yolk
mixture (mix occasionally while cooking batches to
avoid separation).

4 Heat a small amount of oil in a frying pan
and add enough batter to cover the bottom of the
pan. Fry like a crepe, and remove from pan. Lay
fladla on paper towels to absorb any excess oil.

5 Let cool, then roll each crepe and cut into
thin strips. Fladla can be made a few days in
advance and refrigerated.

6 Serve in hot soup and enjoy.

Noodles
(Continued from page 14.)
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Prices effective Wednesday to Wednesday, March 30 - April 20, 2022 
Offers require use of More Rewards card.

INTERNATIONAL
Northgate Shopping Centre  1399 McPhillips Street
Store Hours: Mon-Sat: 7am - 11pm • Sun: 9am - 6pm
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Shop for Israeli goods from an online marketplace 
featuring over 150 different Israeli vendors

ACHI, American Communities Helping Israel, was founded in 2004 after the Second Intifada to boost the economy
and morale in Israel, and to keep Israel in the hearts and minds of this generation and the next. Most recently, they have
created an online market to help Israeli vendors who have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

ACHI LAUNCHES PASSOVER MARKET FOR THE UPCOMING HOLIDAY
With Passover just around the corner, you may be looking for some new Judaica for the holiday. Whether you’re in need of new kiddush cups, seder plates,
matzah covers, serving dishes, or even afikomen presents for the kids, look no further than the ACHI market. Items for Passover range from moderate to
high end, traditional to whimsical. Looking to thank your significant other for working so hard in preparation for the holiday? ACHI vendors sell gor-
geous and unique jewelry pieces, accessories, ceramics, body lotions, cosmetics, and more. Just head to https://www.achi613.org/achi-market/pesach to
see the wide array of products available.

ACHI (American Communities Helping Israel) supports an online market with more than 150 Israel-based vendors. The non-profit’s slogan is “Think
Israel. Buy Israeli.” and acts as a counterpunch to the BDS movement.

The Market sells Judaica, art, cosmetics, fashion, food, jewelry, photos, toys, and wines of Israel. One section offers customers the option to purchase
Israeli goods online to be delivered to friends and family living in Israel.

Photos of products on site are available upon request.
Think Israel. Buy Israeli. Shop www.ACHI613.org

Any vendor who sells a product online that can be shipped from Israel who is interested in being 
included in the ACHI Market can email the team at contact@ACHI613.org.
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Getting ready for Passover

Passover recipes: Trendy and light
(JTA) — In the rush to clean every corner of your house for Passover and

to prepare ceremonial dishes for the seder table, you may be short on time
to cook up a holiday meal. What to do if you’re expecting a crowd this
Passover?

Here are several no-fuss recipes you can assemble in a jiffy. As light as
spring, they taste like something a trendy chef inspired. Together they
make up a complete meal or can supplement other dishes you or your
guests may be making.

Simply Delicious Baby Carrots

No-stick cooking spray
3 16-ounce pkg. of baby carrots, cleaned
Olive oil for drizzling
Garlic salt to taste

Preheat oven to 300 degrees. Coat a large oven-proof casserole
with cooking spray. Spread carrots evenly inside. Drizzle with olive
oil and sprinkle with garlic salt. Place in oven. Stir every 15 minutes,
adding more oil if necessary. Roast for 60-90 minutes, or until carrots
soften and turn golden brown. Serve immediately.

****

Spinach & Strawberry Salad

1/3 cup sunflower seeds
2 lbs. fresh spinach, cleaned and trimmed of stems
1 pint strawberries, cleaned, hulled and halved
2 tsp. fresh lemon juice
1/3 cup apple cider vinegar
1/3 cup olive oil
Garlic salt to taste

1. Roast seeds at 350 degrees for 3-5 minutes or until light brown.
Place spinach, strawberries and seeds in a large glass bowl.

2. Place remaining ingredients in a jar. Cover and shake. Pour on
spinach. Toss and serve.

****

Roast Cornish Hens & New Potatoes

No-stick cooking spray
5 Cornish hens, cleaned well
White wine for dousing
Salt & white pepper to taste
Paprika for color
5 apples, halved and cored
20 small new potatoes
Olive oil
Small bunch of parsley, optional
Place rack inside roasting pan and coat both with cooking spray.

Arrange hens on rack, drizzling with wine. Place an apple half inside
each. Coat potatoes with oil. Place on rack between hens. Season
hens and potatoes with salt, pepper and paprika. Basting occasional-
ly, roast at 350 degrees for 90 minutes, or until potatoes crisp and
juices run clear when hens are pricked at leg joints with a fork.
Discard apples. Slice hens in half and serve on a platter surrounded
by potatoes. Decorate with sprigs of parsley.

****

Almond Macaroons

3 cups blanched almonds, ground fine
1 cup sugar
3 egg whites
1 tsp. vanilla
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Mix all ingredients in a bowl. Drop by

teaspoonfuls onto greased cookie sheets, leaving 1/2 inch between
macaroons. Bake 12-15 minutes, or until light brown. Will be soft.
Cool before removing from cookie sheets. Yield: 3 dozen.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Memoriams, and Unveilings

$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo: $15
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

DOREEN DAVIDOW
It is with profound

sadness that the family of
Doreen Davidow
announces her passing on
January 31st. Doreen
(referred to as Dee by her
family) was born on
January 18, 1929 to
Charlie and Rae Davidow
and was the youngest of
three children. She was
predeceased by her
parents, brother Harold
Davidow and sister Lila

Goldin. She leaves to mourn several nephews and a
niece, along with their families. Also left to mourn is
her good friend Barbara Stillman. 

Doreen worked for several companies but
ultimately joined Saskatchewan Wheat Pool and
retired after a long career with them.

Doreen was happiest when she was volunteering.
Her service spanned many organizations, such as
Jewish Women International (formerly B’nai Brith
Women), Hadassah, Gwen Sector Creative Living
Centre, and Meals on Wheels, earning her many
service and fund-raising awards.

Doreen loved to travel and did so with her sister as
well as with Barbara. Their trips took them to many
places, including Europe, the British Isles, Israel,
Canada, and the USA, also cruises to the Caribbean.

Burial took place at Bnay Abraham Cemetery with
Rabbi Kliel Rose of Congregation Etz Chayim
officiating. 

Thank you to the staff at the Health Science Centre
for their care during Doreen’s two month’s stay.

The family would like to thank the pallbearers:
Janna Hyman, Jackie Rittberg, Ron Rittberg, Don
Rittberg Murray Greenfield, Allan Elfenbein and
Keith Elfenbein.

Donations in Doreen’s memory may be made to
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre or to a charity
of one’s choice.

JOHN STATHAM
Embraced in the love

of his partner and
children, John Statham
passed away in the early
hours of Wednesday,
February 2, 2022 at the
age of 71.  He had
received a diagnosis of
pancreatic cancer on July
7, 2021 and died
naturally of his illness at
the home of his partner
Richard, where he had
lived since beginning

treatment in August, 2021.  His life ended as he had
lived it, with calm and dignity.  

John was the cherished partner of Richard Yaffe
for over twenty-two years, the much loved father of
Anthony Statham (Alaina) and Alexandra Bolton,
and the adored and adoring grandpa of Oliver
Statham and Theo Statham.  He is also survived by
his sisters Margaret Stewart, Frances Statham
(Esther Phillips) and Claire LeBane (Jeff), his
brother Robert Statham, his nieces and nephews, and
his children’s mother Anne Bolton.  He was
predeceased by his parents Arthur and Judith
Statham.

John Arthur Michael Statham was born in
Longueuil, Quebec on October 14, 1950.  Following
the untimely death of his father when John was 8
years old, the family moved to Winnipeg in 1959.
John graduated from the University of Manitoba
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours) in 1975.
While living in London, England and Pau, France
with his wife Anne from 1977 to 1980, he attended
the City of London Polytechnic and The City
Literary Institute (London) where he studied French
language and literature, and then Université de Pau
et des Pays de l’Adour from which he received a
diploma following  studies in French language and
literature, history and translation.  After returning to
Winnipeg, he served as the Interpretation Section
Head of Translation Services for the Province of
Manitoba for over 27 years, earning a reputation
among the judiciary, lawyers and members of the
legislature for his work ethic and for his diligence
and precision in French/English interpretation and
translation.  

It was his art, though, that gave true meaning to
John’s life.  His remarkable talent in painting and
drawing was evident at an early age, and was
recognized by mentors who guided him and
facilitated his admission to the School of Art at the
University of Manitoba and then his life as a visual
artist.  He maintained studios both in his home and
downtown in the Exchange District, and more
recently at the Clearwater Bay cottage he shared with
Richard.  John had the ability to decipher beauty and
significance in the ordinary and even the mundane,
and with great sensitivity and meticulous technique
he created paintings and drawings, often based on
the simplest subject matter, that uncovered hidden
radiance and revealed concealed harmony. He
believed in the purity of art as an expression of
beauty.

John had been considering conversion to Judaism
for many years.  He identified with Jewish values
and the Jewish approach to ethics.  It was the concept
of tikkun olam in particular that resonated, and its
goal of repairing the world through the pursuit of
social justice with acts of kindness, particularly for
the benefit of those without a voice.  Under the
guidance of Rabbi Anibal Mass, John completed his
conversion to Judaism eight weeks before his death.
He had the privilege of choosing his Jewish name
and decided on the name Yochanan Uri, which
connotes grace and light – both integral to the man
he was. John and Richard had planned to be married
following his conversion to Judaism, but sadly the
progression of his illness precluded that.

John’s life was defined by kindness, generosity
and authenticity.  He was a quiet, keen listener and
when he spoke he did so with measured and
thoughtful consideration.  Although introspective
and a deep thinker, he was possessed of a lovable,
dry wit.  He was an avid reader in both English and
French, and a perceptive observer of people and the
human condition.  While self-promotion was
abhorrent to him, he was an ardent supporter of those
he loved and in whom he believed.  He was a loyal
friend, and those in John’s inner circle were the
fortunate recipients not only of his wise counsel but
also of his masterful baking.

John’s funeral service was held at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue at 12:00 noon on Friday, February
4, 2022, officiated by Rabbi Anibal Mass.  Eulogies
were delivered by John’s children, his partner, and
his friend Tom Lovatt.  Pallbearers were Clifford
Yaffe, Mariam Bernstein, Sarah Kredentser, Saul
Simmonds, Eric Vickar and Shawn Yaffe. Honorary
pallbearers were James Anning, Donald Pearen, Tom
Lovatt and Bette Woodland.  John was laid to rest at
the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.  The funeral service
may be viewed on YouTube (SZ Winnipeg).

We wish to express our gratitude to Drs. Benjamin
Goldenberg and Paul Daeninck and their nurses
Cindy and Melanie, and to the chemotherapy nurses
at CancerCare (MacCharles), all of whom treated
John with the kindness and respect he deserved.  

We are deeply grateful for the many cards and
donations already received in tribute to John. Those
still desiring to honour John’s memory may wish to
consider a donation to a fund being established in
John’s and Richard’s names at the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, or a charity of choice.  

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MARCH  30

In loving memory of

PEARL
(CHOROST)

FINK
who passed away
March 29, 2014

27 days in Adar II
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN (NATE)
JACOBSON

who passed away
March 21, 1996

2 Days in Nisan, 5756
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

26th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
daughter, sister,

granddaughter and niece

JADA ALEXIS
KNELLER
who passed away
March 22, 1988
4 Days in Nissan

We held your hands
for such a short while,
but your heart forever.
Love you forever.
Miss you always.
— With love,
     Mom & Family

In Memoriam
34th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHELDON
OBERMAN

who passed away
March 26, 2004
4 Days in Nisan

—Remembered with love and
sadly missed by family and
friends.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK
GARDNER
who passed away
March 29, 1995

27 Days in Adar II
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

Shia and Peshe Kraut

In Memoriam
35th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WILLIAM H.
PITCH

who passed away
April 4th, 1987

5th Day in Nissan
Forever in our hearts.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL  6

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
Dear Mother, Grandmother

and Great-grandmother

MARY BARISH
who passed away
March 29, 1996

9th Day of Nissan
April 10, 2022

With tears in our eyes and with
an ache in our hearts,
We light the twenty-sixth
candle in your beautiful memory.
Your grace and genuine
warmth will never be forgotten.
You are quietly missed
every day of our lives
in so many ways,
by each and every one of us.
— Remembered always with a
deep and ever present Love,
by your Children, Grandchildren,
and Great-grandchildren.

— Ever loved, ever remembered by their loving son, grandchildren
and family.

ANNE
CHMELNITSKY

who passed away
March 26, 2010
11 days in Nisan

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
CHMELNITSKY

who passed away
April 14, 1993

23 days in Nisan

In Memoriam
29th Yahrzeit12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAYER
GUTWILIK
who passed away

April 7, 2014
7 days in Nisan

— Loved and missed by their children, Fay-Lynn, Jack and
Shari, Hersh and Francine, and grandchildren, Matthew, Cara,
Jonathan, Sabrina, Jacquie and Micha.

In loving memory of

TOBY
GUTWILIK
who passed away

April 8, 2021
26 days in Nisan

In Memoriam
45th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CELIA
KAUFMANN

who passed away
March 30,1977

11 Days in Nissan
— Forever remembered, sadly
missed, Always in our hearts
and loved by your family.

In Memoriam
38th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ESTHER
SEGAL

who passed away
April 13, 1984

11 Days in Nissan
It's been 38 long years
Yet we still shed tears
We loved you so very much
You will never be forgotten
Your wonderful memory will
Always remain in our hearts
forever.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter Edna
and family.

In Memoriam
33rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEE SLUSKY
who passed away
April 25th, 1989

20 Days in Nissan

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MORTON SLUSKY
who passed away
March 23, 2018
7 Days in Nissan

Time has not dimmed the memory of your unconditional love,
unwavering devotion and gentle strength.

Gone from our lives but never from our hearts...
— Missed and loved always  by your children, Maxa and Cliff,
Jeff and Cindy, your grandchildren and great-grandchildren -
who will keep your memory with them always, and in whom you
are both immortalized.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ESTELLE
(BOOMY)
ROITMAN
who passed away
March 20, 2013

10 Days in Nissan
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her  children
and grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
CONTINUED ON

NEXT PAGE

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILIP ZELL
who passed away

7th day Nissan 5766
5 April 2006

— Always in our hearts, your
loving family.
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By AMOS HAREL 
March 26, 2022 (Haaretz) The fourth week of the war in

Ukraine was the most static so far. Some military experts
who have still not lost their last remnant of major admiration
for the Russian army are expecting it to launch a more
aggressive campaign that will gradually begin to break the
Ukrainian resistance. 

As of now, however, despite all the destruction, losses and
immense suffering, it appears that the Ukrainians have main-
tained their fighting spirit. In retrospect, that fighting spirit is
now seen as a decisive component whose importance the
experts had undervalued.

So far, there is no concrete sign that the ongoing delays in
carrying out Russia’s invasion plans have led Russian
President Vladimir Putin to reconsider his stance. 

It’s obvious that he had planned on a quick operation to
remove his foe Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
from the picture (through abduction? assassination?). There’s
no doubt that Putin hadn’t planned on leaving his troops
exposed to anti-tank missiles, hunger and cold, paralyzed by
in those long, senseless columns of armored vehicles in
northern Ukraine.

There have also been increasing rumors of purges of senior
Russian military officials who had failed to foresee the
oncoming failure. But for now, however static the situation
is, the Russian invasion continues – and the toll that it is
exacting on the Ukrainian people is massive, as can been
seen from the scenes of buildings destroyed in the cities that
have been bombed. And Putin is still capable of greater bru-
tality, as the Russians demonstrated with their terrible cam-
paign of destruction in Syria beginning in 2015.

Unusually, the first professional Israeli analysis of the war
in Ukraine war appeared over the past week in the official
Israeli army publication “Ma’arachot.” 

The author of the article, Maj. Shachar Heller, who directs
the Institute for Land Warfare Studies, writes that “it
appears that the Russian army isn’t learning the lesson that
it taught the German forces during World War II in the bat-
tles at Stalingrad, or even from its experience in
Afghanistan, where the tribes waged guerilla warfare in the
mountains and valleys and managed to defeat and expel
them.”

In Heller’s view, such lessons also apply to the war in
Ukraine at the moment. He writes that the Ukrainian
defenders, many of whom are civilians, are waging “total
combat” for their homes and using guerilla tactics against
their attackers. 

“The entry of an orderly, mechanized and heavily
equipped army into urban areas is an easy and convenient
target for guerilla forces .... The Ukrainians’ clear disadvan-
tage is the inability of one military official to plan the vari-
ous efforts and to make them effective in the locations
where they are needed,” Heller writes.

With regard to the Russians’ situation, Heller chooses to
cite the classic war novel written by another Heller –
Joseph. The Russians, he claims, have gotten themselves
into a sort of “Catch 22” of their own making: Their attempt
to dismantle Ukraine has for the time being produced the
opposite result. 

The Ukrainians have united around the efforts to stop the
invaders and inflict heavy losses on them. He expects there
to be prolonged guerilla fighting that will also drag the
Russians into unorganized combat.

Maj. Heller also comments briefly on the implications for
Israel. He mentions the highways that were obstructed and
the rioting by Israeli Arabs within Israel’s 1967 borders dur-
ing last May’s war with Hamas in Gaza and in particular, the
difficulties that the Israeli army would be expected to
encounter in land maneuvers in enemy territory.

“Up to now in its wars, the IDF has never encountered the
clearly active impact [resistance] of civilians facing the
movement of equipment and convoys …. The use of gueril-
la [warfare] against a conventional army is proving itself.
Effective organization of a civilian force in combat zones,
particularly on transportation routes, would disrupt the
maneuvers and require extensive measures to deal with it.”  

On an international level, the Russian invasion has
prompted widespread and surprisingly strong global oppo-
sition.

To a large degree, the Russians have been rightly portrayed
as a brutal force that has been acting without any justifica-
tion. Despite their ongoing diplomatic dispute with the
Russians, the Ukrainians have enjoyed sweeping, nearly
total, international support. 

In the view of the average citizen in the West who sees a
limited amount of news, it would be very easy to equate the
next war that the IDF fights in Gaza or South Lebanon with
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. It’s doubtful whether
Israel’s explanations regarding the need to stop rocket
attacks on its civilians would do much to change that. Israel’s
freedom of diplomatic maneuver, particularly the amount of
time the army would have to carry out offensive operations
in built-up urban areas, will grow shorter.

The view from Washington
The first signs of that were evident in reactions in the

United States to last year’s war in Gaza, when the IDF pur-
posely greatly reduced the number of civilian deaths on the
Palestinian side compared to prior operations. 

There are two things that made this possible – the use of
precision aerial munitions acquired from the United States
and Iron Dome interceptor missiles, the production of which
is also funded by the United States. The interceptor missiles
spared casualties on the Israeli side, thereby easing public
pressure on the Israeli government to take greater offensive
action.

None of this stopped the progressive wing of the
Democratic Party (a party that, it should be noted, is in
power) from using civilian deaths as an excuse to delay addi-
tional military aid to Israel. It was only at the beginning of
March – 10 months after the Gaza war – that   the Biden
administration got Congress to approve an additional $1 bil-
lion in military assistance to Israel, precisely to fund these
procurements..
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HYMAN
(CHAIM)

BOOKHALTER
who passed away
March 19, 1975

8 days in Nisan, 5735
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

HARRY
GORENSTEIN

who passed away
March 26, 1999
9 Days in Nisan

— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by your  children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

23rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIGI
WASSERMANN

who passed away
 April 3rd, 2020

9th day in Nissan 5780
Always in our thoughts,
Forever in our hearts..
—Lovingly remembered by his
wife, children,  grandchildren,
family and friends.

2nd Yahrzeit

Russia Enters a Ukrainian Catch-22
The first professional Israeli analysis of the Russian-Ukrainian war finds that the Russian army
learned little from Stalingrad and Afghanistan

Zelensky offers new details about his
family’s Holocaust history, igniting debate

over Ukrainian Holocaust memory

By PHILISSA CRAMER
March 22, 2022 (JTA) — Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelensky‘s great-grandparents died when the Nazis burned
their village, he said in an interview on CNN Monday.

Speaking through a translator with Fareed Zakaria,
Zelensky said, as he has many times before, that his grandfa-
ther and his grandfather’s brothers all entered the Soviet Red
Army, and only his grandfather survived.

He also offered details about what happened to his grandfa-
ther’s parents that have not previously been reported in
English.

“His father and his mother were killed in a terrible fire. The
Nazis set ablaze the entire village where they lived and where
my grandfather was born,” he said.

Zelensky did not name the village. But massacres by fire
were part of the Nazi army’s playbook in Ukrainian territory
and elsewhere. In one well known case, the village of
Koryukovka was burned in 1943 after its residents were shot
in retaliation for partisan activity based there; the Jews of
Koryukovka had largely been deported and murdered already.

Zelensky also did not mention the Holocaust or the fact that
his grandparents were Jewish, even as Zakaria asked him to
comment on Russian President Vladimir Putin’s “denazifica-
tion” agenda as “somebody who is of Jewish descent.”
Instead, he talked about “the war.”

“When Russians are telling about neo-Nazis and they turn
to me,” he said, “I just reply that I have lost my entire family
in the war because all of them were exterminated during
World War II.”

Jews from the former Soviet Union said Zelensky’s way of
speaking about his family history was not surprising.

“Soviet policy after the war was one narrative: the Soviet
people suffered greatly. The government would not acknowl-
edge that the Nazis targeted the Jews specifically for extermi-
nation. They punished Soviet
Jews who did not toe the
party line,” Alex Zeldin, who

(Continued on page 21.
See “Zelensky”.)



Wednesday, March 30, 2022, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   21

Community news

Bridges for Peace raises over US
$500,000 for rescue efforts in Ukraine
March 22, 2022 As

the Russian invasion of
Ukraine nears the month
mark and the need in
and around the war-torn
nation increases daily,
international Christian
organization Bridges for
Peace (BFP) is partner-
ing with Israeli organi-
zations working on the
frontlines to rescue
Jewish refugees and
provide desperately
needed relief amid the
suffering, donating over
US $500,000 to humanitarian efforts.

“We have helped finance Kochav Meir, the Israeli field hospital that will
open its doors tomorrow in western Ukraine,” (see story on page 5) says
Rebecca J. Brimmer, CEO of BFP. “We’ve come alongside Magen David
Adom as they send bulletproof ambulances to Ukraine. We purchased a
van to help transport new olim in Moldova. We’ve worked closely with
Israeli organizations, including Keren HaYesod, to bring Jewish refugees
to Israel—and then provide them with necessities as they embark on their
new life in their new homeland.”   

“We watched the invasion and resultant suffering with horror,” Brimmer
continues. “We also watched Israel mount numerous rescue and relief
efforts, applauding the impact. And as Christians, it is our honor to work at
ensuring that these Israeli efforts have the resources they need to accom-
plish the crucial work. To put it in monetary terms, Christians from around
the world have now donated well over US $500,000 through BFP to assist
Israeli rescue and aid efforts.”

According to Brimmer, the rescue efforts for Ukrainian Jewish refugees
is particularly pertinent for BFP. “We have an active, ongoing program
comprising Christian workers on the ground in the former Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe that has helped more than 86,000 Jewish people make
aliyah from these areas, over 14,000 of them from Ukraine. The network
in Ukraine and its neighboring countries is extensive, which means that
through our strategic partners we already had boots on the ground when the
invasion started. The team members have stayed put, rescuing, feeding and
transporting Jewish refugees on many fronts, with the team in Moldova
helping hundreds on their way to Israel.”

Headquartered in Jerusalem, BFP has a long and proud history of stand-
ing with Israel and building relationships between Christians and Jews. In
the 50-odd years since its inception, BFP volunteers have come from
around the world to help tell Israel’s side of the story in the international
Christian community, feed some 22,000 Holocaust survivors, new immi-
grants, widows and orphans monthly from BFP’s food banks in Jerusalem
and Karmiel. Children from impoverished families eat a hot lunch every
school day and receive much-needed school supplies. Home repair teams
fix up Holocaust survivors’ apartments. The list goes on.

“Now it is our privilege to stand beside the countless Israelis who are
going above and beyond—once again serving as a testimony of the Jewish
state’s calling as a light to the nations—to rescue, bring home and com-
fort,” concludes Brimmer.

Jewish refugees from Ukraine brought to
Israel with help from Bridges for Peace

was born in the Soviet Union and goes
by Jewish Wonk online, wrote in a
Twitter thread that has been shared thou-
sands of times.

“As a result of Soviet persecution and limiting the distribution of infor-
mation about the Holocaust, later generations of Soviet Jews came to
understand their family history as part of the war, even if it didn’t sound
like other experiences (e.g., why did Jews have to hide?),” he added.

Zelensky’s interview with Zakaria — in which he relayed that he has
“distant relatives” in the United States, Poland and Israel — came a day
after he addressed Israeli lawmakers, some of whom were rankled by
Zelensky’s characterization of Ukrainians as having saved Jews during the
Holocaust.

While 2,673 Ukrainians have been recognized by Yad Vashem, Israel’s
Holocaust memorial and museum, for their efforts to save Jews, Ukraine
was also the site of notable collaboration between locals and their Nazi
occupiers in the effort to murder Jews.

Zelensky’s speech reflected his strategy of devising pleas for support that
are tailored to each of the countries he addresses. Both Israeli Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett and Foreign Minister Yair Lapid indicated that
while they did not agree with Zelensky’s characterization of Holocaust his-
tory, they also were prepared to cut him slack because of the desperate sit-
uation his country faces.

Zelensky
(Continued from page 20.)



By BERNIE BELLAN

While there has been a large
influx of Jewish immi-
grants into Winnipeg over

the past 25 years, perhaps one of the
most interesting stories of how one
family made the decision to come
here is the  Zylberman family’s -
when one learns how much their
decision to come here was totally a
matter of chance.

Mauricio and Marta Zylberman,
along with their three children:
Ariel, Leandro, and Melina, arrived
here in 1997 – during one of the
worst snow storms in Winnipeg his-
tory, and just in time for what
became the “flood of the century.”

But how the Zylbermans ended up
in Canada – and a city about which
they knew almost nothing at the
time, is quite a fascinating tale.
Although their decision to come
here was taken somewhat arbitrarily,
the Zylbermans quickly established
strong roots in the community and
have been deeply involved not only
in Jewish life, but many other
aspects of life in Winnipeg as well.

The story begins with a turbulent
period in Argentina’s history, when
the economy was cratering and
Argentina was about to enter into a
period that is now referred to as the
“Argentine Great Depression,” which lasted from 1998-2002. Prior to that
period Argentina’s economy had stagnated severely. Not only that, Buenos
Aires, which is where the Zylbermans lived, had become a dangerous place
where, as Mauricio Zylberman explains, the “corruption” and crime were
terrible.

He says that every night, when he would come home from work, he
“would have to drive around the block to make sure no one was waiting for
me before I would get into my house.”

And yet, as Marta Zylberman describes their situation at the time, “we
were very successful.” Their wanting to leave Argentina, she observes,
“wasn’t about money. We were trying to get a better future for our kids,”
she notes. 

I asked them what they did in Argentina. Marta says she was a “stay at
home mom and Mauricio was an accountant.”

The two boys were teenagers in 1997;  Ariel was 16, Leandro was 14, and
Melina was 11. Mauricio and Marta were themselves already in their 40s,
so picking up and starting over in a new country – without even knowing

where they might go, was definitely
a challenge not for the faint of heart.

Their first choice was to get a
green card for the United States, but
“we couldn’t get it,” Marta says.

So, as she notes, in 1996 Marta
decided to contact three different
embassies: the Canadian, the
Australian, and the New Zealand
embassies and, as she puts it, “who-
ever is going to give us an answer,
we’re going to go for it.”

“Canada and New Zealand were
very welcoming,” Marta says, but
“not the same situation with
Australia.”

Eventually the Zylbermans were
invited to an interview at the
Canadian embassy.

I asked Marta and Mauricio
whether they were even thinking
about coming to Winnipeg at that
time? “Was Winnipeg even on your
map?” I asked them.

“No,” Marta answers. “We didn’t
even know about Winnipeg.” (What
eventually would turn into a major
initiative undertaken by the
Winnipeg Jewish Community
Council - later to become the
Winnipeg Jewish Federation, to
attract Argentineans to Winnipeg
had not yet begun.)

“When we put in the application
and we were asked where we want-

ed to go, we said Toronto or Ottawa,” Marta says. 
The Zylbermans could have gone anywhere they wanted in Canada

because they were approved for visas but, at the end of their interview at
the Canadian embassy, Marta says that the woman who was conducting the
interview showed them some flyers that she thought might help them in
their decision-making process.

According to Marta, that woman said, “You’re not going for an
exploratory visit anywhere. But because you are Jewish and you have
teenagers, and you are a family of five, why don’t you take these flyers that
are related to the Jewish community in Winnipeg, so if you decide to
change your mind and you want to go to Winnipeg (instead of Toronto or
Ottawa), just let us know.”

The Zylbermans looked at those flyers. Marta notes that the flyers talked
about how many restaurants there were in Winnipeg per capita, how many
lakes were nearby – but there wasn’t anything about “the temperature” in
Winnipeg, and there certainly wasn’t any mention of blizzards !

Mauricio picks up the story at that point, saying that when they got back
from the embassy, he was intrigued at the notion of moving to a city with
an established Jewish community, one that the individual at the embassy
described in glowing terms. That very same day, he says, he sent a fax to
the Winnipeg Jewish Community Council (noting that this was before the
advent of the internet), expressing an interest in coming to Winnipeg. 

Apparently that fax was fielded by Evelyn Hecht, who was the
Community Relations Director for the WJCC  at the time, and within a cou-
ple of hours Mauricio said he received a fax back from someone in the
Manitoba government asking how could they help with the Zylbermans
settling in Winnipeg.

Mauricio says that it was “astonishing to have an answer back within a
couple of hours. I said to Marta, ‘If these people are giving an answer back
in a couple of hours, that’s the place we should go’.”

Mauricio points out that the Provincial Nominee Program, which was
begun by former Premier Gary Filmon, had not yet been established. It was
that program, along with the concerted efforts of individuals such as
Evelyn Hecht and Bob Freedman, who was executive director of the
WJCC, along with the late Larry Hurtig, a Past President of the WJCC, and
the aforementioned Gary Filmon – who all saw the potential benefit of try-
ing to attract Argentinean Jews to Winnipeg that led to a largescale immi-
gration to Winnipeg at the end of the 1990s and in the first decade of this
century..

As Mauricio points out, however, when the Zylbermans arrived in
Winnipeg that fateful day in April 1997, “there were only three other
Jewish Argentinean families that had moved within recent years to
Winnipeg.” (Eventually the number of Jewish families or individuals to
arrive here from Argentina grew substantially, to the point where the figure
of 400 individuals was

22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Community news

��������	�
�������������
��	��������
��� ���� ��� ��		
� ��� ��������� ���� ��� 
���� ����������
� ��
�����	��������������������������������������������������
�������� ����� ��� ���������� ���� ���� ������� ��� �����	�����
�����	��� ��� ���� ���� ������ ��� ����� ���� ��� ����� ����
�		�������
��������������
�	�������������������������������
������������������������������������� ����������������������
��������!��������
"�������������������

#���� ��������������������

The Zylbermans look back on 25 years of having come to Winnipeg from Argentina

Part of the Zylbermans’ gallery in their rec room where they’ve hung
posters commemorating the many Jewish events in which one or more
members of the family participated since their coming here in 1997

(Continued on page 23. See “Zylbermans”.

This is the kind of scene that would have greeted the Zylbermans when
they first landed in Winnipeg during a snowstorm on April 5, 1997 that
dumped 48 cm. of snow on the city in 24 hours - and that led to the
“Flood of the Century”.



bandied about as the number of
Argentinean Jews who had immigrated
to Winnipeg. However, as Mauricio
acknowledged during our conversation,

many of those individuals used Winnipeg as a stepping stone to eventually
relocating elsewhere in Canada. It’s difficult to know exactly how many
Argentinean Jews have remained in Winnipeg, but according to the 2016
Census there were only 475 individuals of Argentinean descent living in
Manitoba that year. It’s possible that the majority were Jewish, but the fact
is that, like most questions revolving around how many Jews actually live
in Winnipeg, we really don’t know the answer.)

As I already noted, the Zylbermans didn’t have a clue what was in store
for them as far as Winnipeg weather was concerned. For anyone reading
this who was here at the time, memories of the blizzard that began on April
5 of that year, and which saw a total of 48 centimetres of snow fall in a 24-
hour period are probably still quite vivid (along with the memories of a
good part of southern Manitoba turning into one vast lake).

Yet, even before that blizzard began to hit, Winnipeg was already under
a heavy blanket of snow. As their plane began its descent into Winnipeg,
Marta says “all they could see was white.” She turned to Mauricio and said,
“Omigod  - what are we doing here?”

But, when the Zylbermans saw the large troupe that had turned out to
greet them upon their arrival here, including Evelyn Hecht, along with
Roberta Hurtig (who, along with husband Larry, Marta described as their
“Winnipeg family”), as well as a representative from Toronto for JIAS (the
Jewish Immigration Aid Service), they felt quite relieved.

Another individual who provided  invaluable help to the Zylbermans was
Gustavo Rymberg, who was a graphic designer working for the YMHA at
the time, and who had arrived in Winnipeg just a few months prior to the
Zylbermans’ arrival. Gustavo has gone on to forge a successful career
working for other Jewish federations in Canada, first in Ottawa, and more
recently in Hamilton, where he is now executive director of the Hamilton
Jewish Federation.

Marta acknowledges how hospitable members of the Jewish community
were when the family first arrived in Winnipeg. “We were invited to so
many houses, but it was exhausting,” she says. 

“We had to translate in our minds what they were saying – and then put
into English what to answer.” (I remarked though that both Marta’s and
Mauricio’s English is now quite good.)

It wasn’t only members of the Jewish community who rolled out the wel-
come mat, Marta adds. She recalls how friendly and helpful many individ-
uals were to her when the Zylbermans first arrived here and she was shop-
ping for such things as winter boots – even for a car.

And, despite the snowstorm that greeted the Zylbermans soon after their
arrival, according to Marta, their biggest problem wasn’t getting used to the
snow, “the fateful moment was when Mauricio realized that he wasn’t rec-
ognized as a CGA here,” which is what he was in Argentina.

I asked the Zylbermans whether they didn’t know that Mauricio would
not be able to practice as an accountant before they got here?

“No, we didn’t know anything,” Marta answers.
As Mauricio adds, when they visited the Canadian embassy in Buenos

Aires, they were told “the number one thing we need in Canada is accoun-
tants.”

Unfortunately, despite Mauricio being fully credentialed as an accountant
in Argentina, and having had years of experience practicing the profession
there, upon their arrival here he was told “you’re not certified here.
Become certified – and you’re good to go.”

Mauricio explains that prior to coming to Canada he had contacted the
California body responsible for certifying accountants in that state (and
remember - the Zylbermans’ first choice was to emigrate to the US, prefer-
ably California) and was told that all he needed to do was take the qualify-
ing exam in that state in order to be licensed as a Certified Accountant.
Mauricio assumed that the same rule would apply in Canada, hence his sur-
prise and disappointment at finding out that wasn’t the case here.

As a result, Mauricio says he spent almost four years taking the courses
required to be certified as an accountant in Manitoba. He did find work
related to his training, he says, but for four years Mauricio explains that he
would work from 9-5, then head to Red River College to take accountancy
courses in the evening. Eventually he completed the required courses and
was certified again as a Certified General Accountant.

As things turned out, the relocation of the Zylberman family to Winnipeg
proved fruitful for every member of the family. Ariel, Leandro and Melina
went on to spend many years dancing with the Chai Folk Ensemble. Marta
and Mauricio became part of the Chai family as a result and made many
lifelong friends.

Both Marta and Mauricio have also been heavily involved with the Israeli
pavilion at Folklorama. It was there that they met Richard Swyston,
Mauricio notes, who has also been a longtime volunteer at the Israeli pavil-
ion. The Zylbermans now count Richard and Gemma Swyston among their
friends.

Ariel and Leandro attended Kelvin High School upon their arrival in
Winnipeg, and both went on to university here. Ariel was actually a Rhodes
Scholar and ended up obtaining a PhD in Philosophy. (I noted that he’s a

Doctor of Philosophy who is a real “Doctor of Philosophy”.) 
Marta recalls how impressive an achievement Ariel’s becoming a Rhodes

Scholar was: “Here he was, not only an immigrant, but a Jewish guy,” she
remarks.

Marta says though that unfortunately, Ariel was unable to find work in
Winnipeg and, as a result, he is now teaching in the US. 

Leandro and Melina, however, have remained in Winnipeg, where
Leandro works as a lawyer and Melina as a doctor (psychiatrist).

Marta has also gone on to forge a career in real estate, but she waited until
she felt comfortable enough with her English to pursue that career, she
says.

At the end of our conversation, I said to Marta and Mauricio what a nice
gesture it is for them to thank the Jewish community for welcoming them
here. (As a matter of fact, the Zylbermans also thanked the community
within the pages of this paper 15 years ago, upon the 10th anniversary of
their having arrived here.) I noted though that, considering the Zylbermans’
arrival in Winnipeg coincided with what became the “flood of the century”
and, with all the snow we’ve had this winter, I hoped that reminding read-
ers of what we went through 25 years ago wasn’t going to cast some sort
of jinx on us – and lead to yet another weather catastrophe.

The Zylbermans, however, insist that for all the harping that people do on
the weather here, this is one fabulous city – and despite how arbitrary their
decision to come here may have been, it is one that they and their children
will always think of as the best decision they could ever have made.
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Suspected terror attack in Israel 
leaves 2 dead and 6 wounded

March 27, 2022 (JTA) — Two people were killed during a suspected ter-
ror attack Sunday night in the Israeli city of Hadera.

The two gunmen opened fire at a bus stop in the city, which was located
near several restaurants. Both of the gunmen were killed by undercover
police officers who happened to be eating nearby, according to The Times
of Israel, and six others were wounded in the shooting.

The attack came as Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett and Foreign
Minister Yair Lapid met with leaders of Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates,
Morocco, and Egypt, in the Southern city of Sde Boker to discuss region-
al threats and security in an unusually large meeting of Arab leaders in
Israel. The attack also comes less than a week after another suspected ter-
ror attack in which an assailant killed four people at a shopping mall in
Beersheba.

Israeli security officials have warned of an increased risk of terror attacks
in the coming weeks as the major Jewish, Muslim and Christian holidays
converge during the spring.

“All the foreign ministers denounced the terror attack and asked to send
condolences to the families and wishes for the recovery of the wounded,”
Lapid said in a statement, according to The Times of Israel.

Ukraine says a memorial to Jews murdered during
the Holocaust was damaged by Russian shelling

March 27, 2022 (JTA) — A memorial to Jews murdered during the
Holocaust was damaged by Russian shelling Saturday, according to
Ukraine’s government. The memorial is located in Drobitsky Yar near
Kharkiv and marks the spot at which about 15,000 to 20,000 Jews were
killed by the Nazis in December 1941.

Photos from the site showed branches of the memorial’s nine foot tall
menorah that were damaged.

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky spoke about the damage to the
memorial in his Facebook live address Saturday night.

“During World War II, the Nazis executed about 20,000 people there,”
Zelensky said, according to The New York Times. “Eighty years later, they
are killed a second time. And Russia is doing it.”

Dmytro Kuleba, Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, posted a picture
of the damaged menorah to Twitter Saturday. “Why Russia keeps attacking
Holocaust Memorials in Ukraine? I expect Israel to strongly condemn this
barbarism,” he wrote.

The memorial at Drobitsky Yar was erected in 2002 after members of the
Jewish community in Kharkiv raised $700,00 to build the memorial com-
plex. Memorials for the victims of the Holocaust built during the Soviet era
typically did not mention Jews and Jewish communities were often barred
from putting up specifically Jewish memorials until after the fall of the
Soviet Union.

“The idea for a memorial originated with the Jewish community and we
helped raise money for it,” Irina Chemerovska, executive director of the
Jewish House cultural center in Kharkov, told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency in 2002. “But it took years before everything came together and
we were granted permission to build on the site.”

Zelensky has repeatedly invoked the Holocaust in describing the Russian
attack on Ukraine. Earlier this month, Russian shells landed near Babyn
Yar, another mass killing site where 33,000 Jews were killed in September
1941 in one of the single largest massacres of Jews during the Holocaust.
While Zelensky initially claimed that a bomb hit the site of Babyn Yar, the
site of the memorial was not damaged.
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This installment of the last two conversations
between Einstein & Kafka will complete Part I of
this story.

*   *   * 
In the same corner of the same room of Fanta’s

salon, an evening in March, 1912. Albert is in his
same plaid, extremely rumpled suit, with a soft
collar and black tie; and Franz is in a neatly-
pressed navy suit, with a rounded collar and light
blue tie.

——So, what did I miss at the last meeting, Albert?  Notice that I did not
bring up your wife at the start.

——Yes Franz, I see that. But I assume the question is around the corner,
as they say.

——Wrong metaphor. It’s not around the corner, but right here on the
table. 

——Okay. Let’s get on with it. I guess it’s inevitable that we talk about
Mileva – right here on the so-called table. …Yes, as I said before, she is
unhappy here, as unhappy as ever. She wants to go back to Switzerland,
Zurich if possible. 

——But will she be happy there, Albert?
——No, probably not – as I said before. But I’m not sure she’ll be as irri-

table as she is here. In fact, I don’t think this marriage will last much longer.
But it’s just as well. I guess it was doomed from the start, when we left the
infant girl with her parents. Mileva never got over this, I believe.

——Well, to be honest Albert – since everything is on the table – I am
fundamentally afraid of women. I don’t think I could be happy with one
living with me. I’m too independent. I need time to write and it’s bad
enough that I have to have a job. A woman at my constant beck & call
would add another impediment to my writing – don’t you see?  Didn’t this
happen to you?

——Well, no, because Mileva did all the housework - shopping, cooking,
cleaning - and it gave me time to write my physics equations. Occasionally
I would rock a child in a cradle – while I was reading a book! 

——Well, I could pay to have a housekeeper, from my lawyer’s job, you
see.

——And you told me you go the brothels, so you could pay for the sex-
ual part of life too. So why are we talking about you, women and marriage?

——Because Albert, I brought it up, and well, I find living alone is noth-
ing but punishment. There I said it. … I want a woman to share my love of
literature. To go with me to theatre and enjoy the delights of living. I would
watch over her, her needs and wants. She would read my work and help
with any revisions. I would adore her, and even to keep the relationship
pure, avoid the sexual part so as not to upset, or really soil, the relationship.
It would be perfect. 

——And so, you would still go to brothels for the soiled stuff? … Look,
it’s an ideal. It will not work. 

——I can only love what I can place so high above me that I cannot reach
it.

——Franz, let me tell you this: your problem is that you only see women
as either mothers or whores. But it’s not like that. The wife can play a dual
role. Sometimes you want her to mother you and your children. And other
times she’s a sexual object, when you want a good romp in the bed. This is
no contradiction; can’t you see that?  One woman living with you and play-
ing different roles.

——It’s intolerable living with anyone. 
——Where did that come from, Franz?  You have a way of … oh,

frankly, I don’t think a woman could live with all your contradictions – and
endless questioning. She would have to be an extraordinary creature. Um,
yeah, creature, indeed.  

——I often think about the hardships of living with a woman.
Strangeness, pity, lust, cowardice, vanity – and deep down, perhaps, a thin
little stream worthy of the name of love – flashing once in the moment of
a moment. 

——Franz, just live alone and get on with your life. And―
——I want to submit myself entirely to the woman I marry; have her

dominate me – contrary to what other men tell me they want from a
woman.

——Franz, you’re full of paradoxes. Makes me wonder what sort of sto-
ries you will write someday when you find time to write. …And don’t look
so morose. You’ll have to decide what is the least intolerable: living alone
– or not! …  Oh look, the speaker is beginning. Since you were very late,
as usual, we’re cut short. (Mumbles to himself, “It’s just as well. I don’t
think I could endure any more contradictions from Franz – all at once. Plus,
he certainly has his many hang-ups, often around sexual matters. And he
idealizes so many things. It’s been over a year, and I still don’t know what
to make of him.”)

*   *   * 
In the same corner of the same room of Fanta’s salon, an evening in June,

1912. Albert is in his same plaid, awfully rumpled suit, with a soft collar

and black tie; and Franz is in the same neatly-pressed navy suit, with a
rounded collar and light blue tie.

——Franz, you haven’t been here since March, I believe. Why did you
come? We don’t have much time to chat since the speaker has already
arrived and you are very late – and you always have to leave immediately
at the end.

——I detect that you are glad to see me. Indeed, that you even missed
me. Maybe, Albert?

——Well, you are one-of-a-kind, Franz. And although it’s often frustrat-
ing talking to you, you can be entertaining in an odd way. Maybe I missed
that. So, why did you come?

——It’s a simple answer. I was remembering some of our discussions,
and it occurred to me that you mentioned that your father’s business failed
(that’s why your family moved to Italy) and I wondered why, since my
father had a very successful business. Was your father not a good busi-
nessman? It must have impacted on the marriage, yes?

——Well, first: that’s a rather strange reason for you to be drawn back to
this group; but anyway, since you’ve asked. … in fact, I really don’t know
why the business failed. I was not privy to that part of his life, being just a
teenager preoccupied at the time with math and physics. Oh, except in this
way: I loved it when he took me to his shop and I could browse around
looking at the electrical equipment: lights, motors, generators, dynamos –
all interesting electrical gadgets. Learning how they worked and such. My
father, therefore, wanted me to be an engineer. But I switched to theoreti-
cal physics at the Polytechnic. However, it did prepare me for my job at the
patent office, which was mainly about applications for electrical devices.
But all this had nothing to do with the business side of things. Only, I would
say that my father was fair and honest in his dealing, and maybe he was too
nice – and thus others took advantage of him. Surely his employees were
pleased to work for him. They were loyal, and therefore devastated when
the business closed. Plus, out-of-work. … And, yes, my mother was not
very understanding of the situation, as you might surmise. 

——So, this time the mother was yelling, the father crying, and the sis-
ter – what does she do again?

——Franz, do you have to turn everything into comedy? You know, I
think it’s just a part of your survival mode. To laugh your way out of an
uncomfortable situation. … So, what about your father’s successful busi-
ness? Anything funny there?

——Ah, it’s hilarious. The opposite of your father. Indeed, I think our
parents were opposites too, with respect to the male/female differences.
You see, my father was a tyrant – at home and at work. Towered over me,
psychologically and physically. He was tall, broad, strong. I was slight,
skinny, weak. He was always right. Loud, boastful, a large appetite for
everything – especially food. Those who argued with him he called
mishuginah. I stuttered around him, and only him. I still often have severe
headaches and insomnia. He owned a very successful retail fashion ware-
house. His employees cowered under him. He was ever shouting, cursing,
and raging at them. Demeaning them, and others. He grew up dirt poor,
worked his way up, and never let anyone forget it.  

——Nothing funny there to me, Franz?  I find it interesting that people
who come out of poverty and are successful, often have little compassion
for others in the same situation. As if anyone could do what they did. It’s a
sad commentary on the human condition. And so―

——Oh, Albert. The speaker is about to begin. Wait!  Here, I want to give
you something. It’s a very short story I wrote.

——Franz, finally, I get to read one of your works. Thank you. (As
Albert puts the sheet of paper in his pocket, he mumbles to himself, “My
guess is that this sheet of paper is why he came.”)  

*   *   *
Einstein left Prague July 25, 1912. 
On the night of September 22/23, 1912, Kafka wrote (in one sitting) a

long story about a disturbing encounter between a domineering father and
a cowering son, when the son revealed that he was engaged to marry. It’s
called The Judgment (or The Verdict). In October Kafka began his (later
unfinished) novel Amerika. In November he penned the now-famous story
The Metamorphosis. In 1913, a collection of stories titled Contemplation
(or Meditation) was published. It contains the story Looking out
Distractedly. 

I would like to think that this burst of creative energy starting in the fall
of 1912 had something to do with Kafka’s meetings with Einstein – but my
guess is that this scenario is, like the previous story, mostly fiction.

What is not fiction is that Einstein in the 1920s became world-famous.
After his idea about the bending of light by gravity was tested during a
solar eclipse in 1919, and it was proven to be true, he was catapulted by the
popular press into the realm of a genius and an heir to the legacy of Isaac
Newton. One explanation of this phenomenon is that after four years of
reporting the fighting, disease, muck, and death from The Great War, the
press was given by Einstein something positive and optimistic to report.
Quickly the theo-
ry of relativity

The Curious Nexus of Albert Einstein & Franz Kafka: Part IV
Part Fact / Part Fiction

DAVID R. TOPPER

By

(Continued on page 25 See “Einstein & Kafka”.)



By ORI BELMONT

A
lthough estimates of the size of the
Jewish community in Ukraine vary,
there were somewhere between 49,000

- 400,000 Jews of a total population of 43 mil-
lion people living in Ukraine prior to the
Russian invasion, comprising, at best, less
than one percent of the populaation.  The
largest concentration of  Jewish population in
Ukraine is located in the capital city of Kyiv,
though there are smaller pockets located
throughout the country, including in the cities
of Odessa, Kharkiv and Dnipro.

The Jewish community in Ukraine has with-
stood and survived an agonizingly chronic, if
not persistent amount of suffering throughout
the previous several hundred years.  Between
the 17th and 19th centuries, horrific and recurring pogroms throughout the
country terrorized the Jews.  Rampant and overt acts of anti-Semitism
occurred during the Khmelnytsky Uprising.  One of the most notorious
events involving the Jews of Ukraine arose on September 29-30, 1941,
when Nazi forces and homegrown collaborators  in the village of Babi Yar.
And now, today’s Ukrainian Jews have had their lives fundamentally
altered by the political and economic uncertainty that has enveloped the
Eastern European nation.  

In the immediate aftermath of the Russian invasion, Jewish communities
throughout the Diaspora have been spurred
to take action. The national response to the
crisis in Ukraine has been vigorous and
potent.

The United Jewish Appeal launched the
‘Ukrainian Emergency Relief Fund’ in part-
nership with the Jewish Agency for Israel to
assist in evacuating Jews and arranging for
Aliyah for many.  Both  the UJA and the
Jewish Agency are also attempting to ensure
that Ukrainian Jews who do not wish to
leave have access to safe zones, free from looting and attacks.  The UJA is
also providing humanitarian relief, along with the American Joint
Distribution Committee in providing food and medical relief.  B’nai Brith
Canada has shipped containers to Ukraine to offset and subsidize many
basic necessities.  Jewish Immigrant Aid Services (JIAS) is arranging for,
and delivering refuge for Ukrainian Jews.  

On a local level, individuals, grass-roots organizations and larger Jewish
entities in many cities, including Toronto’s robust Jewish body, have
answered the call to help Ukrainian Jews navigate their way through the
hostility and bloodshed that this conflict has wrought.  

Due to the fact that there is a high concentration of Russian and
Ukrainian Jews that live in Toronto, many feel a close and personal con-
nection to the plight of the Jews in Ukraine.  Recent estimates suggest that
there are 10,000 Russian Jews and 6,000 Ukrainian Jews living in Toronto.

Many synagogues in Toronto have taken it upon themselves to establish
a diverse set of initiatives to do their part in helping those in need.  

Chabad has earned a well-deserved reputation as a kiruv - or outreach -
agent for Jews who identify as unaffiliated.  However, their reach extends
far beyond this noble pursuit.  Both as a movement en masse, and as sepa-
rate institutions, their involvement in regards to assisting the Jews of
Ukraine has been of massive proportions. 

The founder of the Jewish Russian Community Centre of Ontario
(JRCC), renowned Rabbi Yoseph Zaltzman, has become a sounding board
for his community since the onset of the Russian invasion.  While many
have expressed their utter dismay at recent events, they have also taken it
upon themselves to provide assistance in any way possible. In fact, Rabbi
Zaltzman and his wife have family scattered across Ukraine.

Rabbi Zaltzman described the recent plight of some of his relatives in
Ukraine:

“They spent Shabbos in the basement, they stayed over Shabbos in the
train station, in the subway. They’re lacking food, even in cities where they
have the money but the stores are empty.”

Rabbi Zaltzman’s son, Rabbi Mendel Zaltzman - JRCC’s CEO - has also
been actively engaged.  Many of his constituents originated from Ukraine.
One of his primary concerns has been the well-being of his family and
friends whose lives are under constant threat due to the conflict.

“I have a close friend who’s a rabbi in a border city, who has, from what
I understand, refugees coming into his city,” Rabbi Mendel said in an inter-
view. He added that a colleague at the centre has a close family member in
the Dnieper region of Ukraine. “Right now, it’s about worry,” he said.

Rabbi Mendel finds himself in a rather
precarious position; the JRCC serves recent
immigrants from the former Soviet Union,
including Russia.  While some organiza-
tions - and the individuals that spearhead
their mission, felt comfortable speaking out,
others, for fear of retaliatory actions against
the community, did not.

With perseverance and courage, however,
Rabbi Mendel pushes forward with helpful
initiatives that are designed to help every-
one on both sides of the conflict.  He firmly
believes that assigning blame is not going to
resolve the situation.  Rather, he is of the
mindset that our time and energy is most
effectively put to use by focusing on how it

is that we can assist those in peril.  

Many Chabad rabbis have opted to remain in Ukraine despite the current
danger.  Their courage in the face of extraordinary danger knows no
bounds, even in a time of war.  Their dedication to Ukraine Jewry is sim-
ply extraordinary.  To this end, Rabbi Mendel Zaltzman has advocated for
an increased level of support from Jews in the Diaspora.   He refers to this
collection of committed Rabbanim who have remained in Ukraine as “the
core of the local Jewish community.”

Rabbi Eli Mandel, Tanenbaum CHAT’s
Vice-Principal, has spent a considerable
amount of time living in Ukraine. For the
majority of his stay, he was based in Kyiv.
Many of his friends in the city managed to
leave during the early stages of the conflict,
before Kyiv came under attack.  Although
several were able to leave the country, others
are anxiously awaiting an opportunity to do
the same.  

As an educator, rabbi and mentor, Rabbi
Mandel says that it is vitally important to educate his students on local mat-
ters, as well as global affairs.  He regularly makes announcements to pro-
vide up-to-date information on a variety of issues.  His mission, he says, is
to keep his students informed. 

Rabbi Mandel has assumed a leadership role by becoming a driving force
with various initiatives that are designed to support the Jewish community
in Ukraine.  The students will be writing letters to offer encouragement and
inspiration, in addition to assisting the United Jewish Appeal with their
fundraising efforts. 

Rabbi Morrison - Senior Rabbi at Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda - succinctly
captured the thoughts and feelings of many, when he suggested the follow-
ing during his Purim drash:

“When we drown out Haman’s name with our noise-makers, may those
sounds be our prayers that the evil onslaught being imposed on Ukraine
will soon come to an end.”

Ori Belmont is a freelance writer based in Toronto, Canada.
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was the talk-of-the-town and the word
relativity a catchword-of-the-day in the
1920s. 

Further: consider this quotation from Kafka’s diary, April 10, 1922 (the
quotation should also be read by skipping the parenthetical phrase):

As a boy I was as innocent of and uninterested in sexual matters (and
would have long remained so, if they had not been forcibly thrust on me)
as I am today in, say, the theory of relativity.

So Kafka, of course, was aware of the celebrity status of Einstein, and
one wonders what he thought of the man whom he met in the Prague
Circle? 

Perhaps relevant too is this: When The Judgment was published, it was
dedicated to Felice Bauer, to whom Kafka was engaged at the time. He
later broke it off, but then later they were engaged a second time, only to
be broken off by him. Again, even later, he was engaged to a second
woman, but that ended too. 

Kafka never married. He died in 1924 – after a long struggle with tuber-
culosis – just short of his forty-first birthday. His scattered publications
brokered no significant public response during his short lifetime. (Like
Vincent Van Gogh, Kafka only became famous long after he was dead.)  In
his will he directed his friend Max Brod (the literary executor) to destroy
all of the unpublished material.

End of installment #4

Einstein & Kafka
(Continued from page 24.)

With over 16,000 Toronto Jews having come from either Russia or Ukraine, communi-
ty organizations there are taking major initiatives in providing aid to Ukrainian Jews

Rabbi Yoseph Zaltzman Rabbi Menachem Zaltzman

Chabad has earned a well-deserved reputa-
tion as a kiruv - or outreach - agent for Jews
who identify as unaffiliated.  However, their
reach extends far beyond this noble pursuit.
Both as a movement en masse, and as separate
institutions, their involvement in regards to
assisting the Jews of Ukraine has been of mas-
sive proportions. 
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Percy Faith – Bandleader, Composer,
Arranger, Conductor

Whenever I hear
the tune

“Theme from a
Summer Place,” it
brings back a flood of
happy summertime
teenage memories.

That instrumental
hit single exemplified the easy-listening or “mood music” format of the
1950s and ‘60s. I knew it was performed by Percy Faith and his orchestra.
What I didn’t know was that Percy  was Jewish and was born in Toronto.

One of eight children born to Abraham and Minnie (née Rottenberg),
young Percy studied violin, then piano, and was destined to become a con-
cert pianist while studying at the Toronto Conservatory of Music.

But that career objective ended when he suffered serious burns to his
hands while saving his younger sister’s life after her clothing caught fire.
He couldn’t play the piano for nine months but during that time, became
interested in arranging and composing. He quit the Conservatory without
completing his degree. Soon thereafter, he married the former Mary
Palanage, a union that lasted until he died in 1976. They had two sons.

In the 1930s, his experience as a theatre and hotel orchestra conductor
helped land conducting and arranging radio gigs at the CBC, until he
moved to Chicago in 1940 as orchestra leader for the NBC-produced
Carnation Contented program. In the late ‘40s, he was the orchestra leader
on the CBS network program The Coca-Cola Hour, collaborating with
orchestral accordionist John Serry Sr.

As a naturalized U.S. citizen, he joined Decca Records, then moved to
Columbia Records where, under the iconic Mitch Miller during the 1950s,
he produced many of the albums for Tony Bennett, Doris Day, Johnny
Mathis and Sarah Vaughan.

In 1960, Billboard’s Year-End Hot 100 single was his “Theme from a
Summer Place,” which won a 1961 Grammy Award as Record of the Year.
Other Faith trademark recordings are “Delicado” (1952) and “The Song
from Moulin Rouge” (1953).

Some music critics and others disparaged Faith for the dreamy excesses
of the easy-listening genre. In the movie “Good Morning Vietnam,” the
Army radio DJ character Robin Williams played was given a list of
“acceptable” music he was allowed to broadcast: “Lawrence Welk, Jim
Nabors…” at which point the irreverent Williams slips in, “Percy Faith.”

He remains the only artist to net Best Selling Single of the Year for “Song
from Moulin Rouge” in 1953 during the pop era, and for “Theme from a
Summer Place” in 1960 during the rock era.

Faith mined Broadway, Hollywood and Latin music for many of his hits
and also scored motion pictures, receiving an Academy Award nomination
for his adaptation of the Doris Day musical feature “Love Me or Leave
Me.” Other film scores included romantic comedies and dramas and the
theme for the NBC series, “The Virginian.”

The Billboard Hot 200 best sellers’ chart through 1972 lists 21 Percy
Faith easy-listening albums. But with rock’n’roll taking centre stage in the
1970s, Faith saw his trademark arrangements wane, although he produced
two significant albums, “Black Magic Woman” and “Jesus Christ
Superstar.” He ventured into country music and completed a disco-style
reworking of his “Theme from a Summer Place”, titled “Summer Place
‘76,” which became a hit after he died.

David Eisenstadt is founding partner of tcgpr and a graduate of Carleton
University’s School of Journalism and the University of Calgary.

The above column is excerpted from UNDER THE RADAR – 30
Notable Jewish Musicians – available on Amazon.ca in paperback and
E-book version.

By

DAVID EISENSTADT

Six Jewish words no journalist 
can live without

By ANDREW SILOW-CARROLL
(JTA) — Philip Roth’s character Alexander Portnoy captured the inse-

curity of second-generation immigrants in two priceless sentences.
“I was asked by the teacher one day to identify a picture of what I knew

perfectly well my mother referred to as a ‘spatula,’” Portnoy complains.
“But for the life of me I could not think of the word in English.”

The joke is about a child of immigrants whose parents mix vocabulary
from the Old Country into their everyday English, and pity the kid who has
to figure out which is which. My parents weren’t immigrants, but I feel his
pain. When I was growing up the few Yiddish words that sprinkled their
vocabulary had essentially entered the English dictionary. I developed my
“Jewish” vocabulary later in life, after time spent in Israel, classrooms,
synagogues and in a series of Jewish workspaces.

I’m Portnoy with a difference: I know which words are Yiddish and
Hebrew, but I can’t think of the words in English that do as good a job. 

This comes up in my work at a Jewish media company. Journalism has
its own specialized vocabulary, with talk of “ledes” and “nut grafs,” “sigs”
and “kickers.” But there are also Jewish words for which there are no sat-
isfactory substitutes in the newsroom.

Consider “nafke minah,” a Talmudic phrase that means something like,
“What is the practical difference?” It’s a useful tool for examining in what
ways the thing you are writing about is fresh or different from some other
thing, or if it advances a developing story. It’s a close cousin of “hiddush”
(or “chidush,“ not to be confused with kiddush),  Hebrew for a fresh
insight. If something doesn’t pass the nafke minah or hiddush test, it may
not be news. 

Similarly, “tachlis” (“tachlit” in Modern Hebrew) is indispensable in
describing the main or operative point of something. Think of “brass tacks”
or “bottom line” in English. I want to use the word whenever I am reading
a story with a meandering opening and am restless to get to the main point,
or if I suspect a source is dancing around a subject. It’s the difference
between an organization saying “it is our goal to actualize new modalities
for young Jews to engage in lasting relationships” and “we are a dating
app.”   

“Pshat” (rhymes with spot) is the plain meaning of something, stripped
of “drash” (rhymes with “wash”), or interpretation. It’s essentially the who,
what, where and when without the why. Reporters can be itchy to get to the
interpretation of a news event; editors can be cranky in demanding that
they first stick to the facts. Just give me the pshat. (Not that I am allergic
to drash: It is also the role of journalists to interpret an event or phenome-
non for the reader, once they have lined up the facts.)

“Nisht ahin nisht aher” is a Yiddish phrase my father used, meaning “nei-
ther here nor there,” or maybe, “neither fish nor fowl.” To me it describes
a piece of writing that doesn’t know yet what it wants to be. Is this a pro-
file of a bagel-maker or a story about the inexplicable popularity of the cin-
namon raisin variety?

I polled my colleagues for the Jewish vocabulary they either use only in
Jewish settings, or wish they could use outside the bubble. There were the
untranslatable usual suspects like “davka” and “mamash” and “stam” and
that Swiss Army knife of interjections, “nu.”

Which is not to suggest that my colleagues share a vocabulary or frames
of reference, Jewish or otherwise. Hebrew Union College’s Sarah Bunin
Benor studies the language of contemporary American Jews and has writ-
ten about the ways their vocabulary tracks with their Jewish biographies:
the older Jews steeped in Yiddishisms, younger Jews who have brought
more Hebrew into the Jewish-English vocabulary, devout Jews who speak
a Hebrew/Yiddish/Aramaic patois known as Yinglish. There are proud
Jews who have very little “Jewish” in their language and “insiders,” like
me, who slip in and out of different Jewish skins depending on their audi-
ence. 

And Benor’s latest project, tracking historical and living Jewish lan-
guages, demonstrates the linguistic diversity of the Jews beyond Ashkenazi
Europe. (Benor’s side project, the indispensable Jewish-English Lexicon,
introduced me to the Ladino gesundheit: “Bivas, kreskas, enfloreskas!”
[“Live, grow, thrive!”])    

Because of that variety of experiences and influences, I am hesitant to
inflict my Jewish vocabulary on my colleagues – or, for that matter, on our
readers. It is a challenge for anyone working in ethnic or specialized
media: How much jargon do you use? In our case, do we use or need to
explain words like shul, shiva, haredi or havurah? Is too much untranslat-
ed and unexplained specialty language just one more barrier to readers
accessing not just our Jewish news sites but Jewish life as a whole? 

Or, if you get too “explainy,” do you sacrifice your own credibility – and
perhaps come off as patronizing to your readers? 

The trick is hitting on a vocabulary that flatters the intelligence of read-
ers without leaving them behind or on the outside — which, I might add,
should probably be the guiding principle of any journalism enterprise, and
any Jewish organization or institution, that wants to remain relevant.

Otherwise, bishvil lama litroakh? 
Andrew Silow-Carroll is editor in chief of The New York Jewish Week and

senior editor of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 

Percy Faith in a 1949 photo
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Nancy Hughes to retire as executive director of Shalom Residences after 31 years in that role
By BERNIE BELLAN

The longest-serving current executive direc-
tor of any of the Jewish Federation’s bene-
ficiary agencies will be stepping down as

of April 1, when Nancy Hughes, the executive
director of Shalom Residences, will be retiring.
Into her role will be stepping Michael Goldberg,
who is someone who brings with him a great deal
of experience in the fields of gerontology and
palliative care.

With 31 years as executive director of an
organization that opened its first residential
home back in 1980, Nancy has seen many
changes in Shalom Residences, including pre-
siding over a doubling of the number of homes
operated by the organization during her time as
executive director (from three to six).

There were 15 residents altogether when Nancy first stepped into the role
of Shalom Residences executive director, she told me told me during a
phone conversation I had with her and Michael Goldberg on Thursday,
March 17. 

The very first Shalom Residence was on Cathedral Avenue, Nancy
explained. (That home was later sold and a different home on McAdam
Avenue was purchased.) Other homes are on Enniskillen Avenue, Hartford
Avenue, Seven Oaks Place – all in West Kildonan; on Daffodil – in Garden
City; and the newest home, on Oxford Street, in River Heights.

“Most of the residents were younger when I started,” Nancy observed.
“Now, most are over 40.” Sadly, a number of the residents who had been
living in Shalom Residences when Nancy began her tenure as executive
director have passed on. Three of the original residents of Shalom
Residences still remain as residents, however, Nancy told me.

Although most readers are probably familiar with what Shalom
Residences offer, here are some points taken from the organization’s web-
site about its goals, which are:

“To support people with intellectual disabilities in the mainstream of
community life so that they may conduct their lives in a meaningful digni-
fied way.

“To enable people with intellectual disabilities to become as self-suffi-
cient as possible.

“To create and maintain Judaic oriented programs for people with intel-
lectual disabilities which reflect the philosophy of Shalom Residences Inc.

“To develop community awareness of, and increase community accep-
tance of, people with intellectual disabilities as full and equal citizens.

“To enable the persons in Shalom Residences’ programs to achieve their
potential as contributing members of our community, and to become as self
sufficient as possible.”

Currently Shalom Residences have a total of 31 individuals receiving
some sort of assistance, ranging from helping individuals still living at
home with their parents who are not quite ready to take the step of living
in another home (four individuals); to individuals living in apartments
(eight); to individuals living with other residents in one of the six homes
operated by Shalom Residences (19 currently).

(By the way, one needn’t be Jewish in order to qualify for residency in a
Shalom Residence.)

There are currently vacancies in three of the homes operated by Shalom
Residences, Nancy noted. Although it is not unusual for Shalom
Residences to have vacancies at any given time, Nancy explained, with the
onset of Covid in 2020 a number of parents who might otherwise have
wanted to place a child in one of the homes drew back from doing so out

of fears that their loved one might contract Covid.
As a result, when I asked Nancy whether there

are any plans to acquire more homes, she said that
“the priority would be to fill our existing vacan-
cies.”

And, while Covid has certainly had a long last-
ing impact upon just about everyone, the damp-
ening effect it has had upon individuals with
intellectual disabilities had been particularly hard
felt.

(I noted, in talking with Nancy and Michael,
that I had actually been in attendance at the last
social event in which residents of Shalom
Residences were all able to mingle together in
one place when I was at a Chanukah party held at

1010 Sinclair on December 18, 2019. Who would have thought that we
were about to enter into a long period of social isolation soon thereafter?)

In Michael Goldberg, however, Shalom Residence has lucked out in
being able to recruit an individual with outstanding credentials.

The son of Mark and Catherine Goldberg, Michael attended Ramah
Hebrew School, Gray Academy, and the University of Winnipeg
Collegiate, he told me.

Michael added that he attended university in South Carolina, where he
obtained a bachelors degree in Psychology. (He noted that he had actually
gone to university on a golf scholarship!)

Later, Michael said, he obtained his masters degree in Gerontology. 
For the past seven years, he said, he had been working at Deer Lodge

Palliative Care. Beginning in March he started with Shalom Residences,
becoming acquainted with his new role under Nancy’s tutelage.

Even before coming to Shalom Residences, Michael says that he had
developed a familiarity with the program, as he “was able to facilitate
courses in compassionate care for Shalom Residences staff members.”

And, while Michael may not have had first hand experience dealing with
budgetary matters until now, he’s sure to become acquainted with the pres-
sures that come with having to provide services under tight constraints.

Although Shalom Residences receive funding from a variety of sources,
including the Jewish Federation and the Jewish Foundation, “90% of the
funding comes from the provincial government” Nancy explained. (Also, a
certain amount of money is raised by the Shalom Residences Foundation.
Prior to Covid there was an annual in person  fund raiser held by that foun-
dation. Nancy says the plan is to have one once again this year.)

But, “funding from the government has become tighter and tighter,”
Nancy noted.

In fact, the trend of late has been for the government to prefer offering
“respite care” for individuals within their parents’ homes rather than hav-
ing them placed in a Shalom Residence, Nancy said.

Aside from that trend, I asked Nancy whether there are any noticeable
changes that she’s seen in terms of providing care for adults with intellec-
tual disabilities during her 31 years as Shalom Residences executive direc-
tor?

“There’s been a lot more emphasis placed on respecting rights and the
right to make choices,” she answered.

And, as far as staffing goes, I’ve witnessed the dedication of many dif-
ferent staff over the years in different Shalom Residences. Currently there
are 30 full time and 40 part-time staff, Nancy said.

But, as the longest serving member of Shalom Residences staff, Nancy
Hughes has definitely left her mark on an organization that has been filling
a vital role within the Jewish community for 42 years now.

Outgoing Shalom
Residences

Executive Director
Nancy Hughes

Incoming Shalom
Residences

Executive Director
Michael Goldberg
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Donate today and help everyone enjoy Passover!
 

 

Passover Assistance
Ma’ot Chitim

PassoPassovPassovPassov

 
 

er Assisver Assisver Assisver Assis

 
 

anceanceanceanceststststtatatata

 
 

M
Passov

MM
Passov

M

 
 

a ot 
ssis
hitihitim

ver Assis
hitimot Cot Cot Ca’a’’o’oaaMMMM

 
 

m
ananceststtata

m

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

e het all who ar“L

y and help edaoe ttDona
 

 

” (HAome and eat., cyy,ungrrye h

one enjoyervy and help e
 

 

AH)ADDAGGGA” (HA

er!vassoy Pone enjo
 

 

y and help e
P

or visit 
 

 

yy and help e
lease call 204.477.7430 

or visit .oregswinnipf.jcwww
 

 

y Pone enjo

g.or

Making Passover possible for all
community members

“Kol dichfin yeite v’yeichol, kol ditzric yatei v’yiftach - let all who are
hungry, come and eat.”

- Passover Haggadah-
Kosher for Passover food has always been expensive, and that expense

can be a significant challenge for many members of our Jewish communi-
ty. JCFS’s Passover Assistance program, also known as the Ma’ot Chitim
program, has been helping to ease that financial burden for decades.

Ma’ot Chitim, which translates as wheat money, was a charity tax levied
on members of ancient Jewish communities to ensure that everyone in that
community, regardless of resources, would have the means to purchase
wheat for the baking of matzot, and thus be able to properly commemorate
the spring festival. 

While Jewish communities today no longer levy a Passover charity tax
on their members, they do reinforce the concept and spirit of Ma’ot Chitim
by requesting, collecting, and distributing food and funds for the less for-
tunate prior to the holiday. In Winnipeg, JCFS launches its annual com-
munity-wide Ma’ot Chitim fundraising campaign several weeks before the
holiday, fully confident that community members will respond with gen-
erosity and goodwill in order to make Passover observance possible for
everyone. 

Last year, JCFS distributed 150 Passover holiday packages to clients,
and anticipates that it will be dispersing a similar number again this spring.
As in past years, those requesting assistance will include many newcomers
to the city, isolated or unwell seniors, and single parent households. They
will, as well, include individuals, like Bella*, who are living with chronic
mental health differences or disabilities. 

Bella immigrated to Canada with her husband from the former Soviet
Union in 2009, after spending a few years in Israel. While she found
Winnipeg to be a welcoming and nice place to live, her marriage disinte-
grated after the couple settled here and Bella was then diagnosed with a
mental health condition. A teacher by profession, Bella had to leave her job
due to her illness, go on disability and move to a more affordable area of
the city, where, she admits, she does not always feel safe. Fortunately, dur-
ing this time, Bella was put in touch with JCFS. She began meeting regu-
larly with a social worker, received ongoing counselling, and quickly
learned about the agency’s many other mental health supports, including
its Passover Assistance program.

The Passover Assistance program is just wonderful,” Bella says. “First of
all, someone from the agency always calls and asks if I want the hamper,
and then asks if I have any dietary restrictions, like allergies.”

The people who deliver the hampers, she adds, are also always very nice.
Whether they are agency staff or volunteers, they always arrange a deliv-
ery date with her ahead of time and carry the food all the way up to her
apartment when they arrive. The Passover hamper is like a little miracle,”
Bella says.

Bella’s sense of gratitude is echoed by Shayna*, a senior and long-term
client of JCFS. 

“I was very grateful to get a hamper for Pesach,” she says. “There were
many items in the hamper, and I was impressed with how much we got.
The best thing was that someone remembered me. It made me feel good to
know that I wasn’t forgotten.”

Remembering their clients, ensuring their welfare, and reinforcing their
connection to their community, culture, and faith have always been among
JCFS’s top priorities—priorities that are evident in every program and
every initiative that the agency undertakes, not just at Passover, but
throughout the year.

*the names of clients have been changed to protect their privacy.

Israel to convene leaders from Abraham Accords nations in a historic summit
March 25, 2022 (JTA) — Israel is convening a summit of the top diplo-

mats of the United States and three of the four Arab countries that normal-
ized relations under the Abraham Accords, a sign that ties are getting clos-
er.

Yair Lapid, Israel’s foreign minister will meet with his counterparts from
the United Arab Emirates, Morocco and Bahrain during a two-day summit
early next week, according to a tweet posted Friday by Israel’s foreign min-
istry. U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken is also planning to attend.

The announcement came the same day that Israel announced a memo-
randum of understanding with Morocco on military cooperation after top
Israeli military officers visited their counterparts in Morocco. The
announcement, which the Israeli army posted in Arabic on Twitter, said that
the sides discussed the possibility of joint military exercises.

The developments signaled the robustness of the Abraham Accords, bro-

kered by the Trump administration in its last months and embraced by the
Biden administration, one of the few areas of foreign policy agreement
between the two presidencies.

Israel has over the years hosted individual leaders of Arab countries,
often quietly, but never held a formal summit. The meeting comes at a time
when at least three of the Middle East participants — Israel, the UAE and
Bahrain — are profoundly wary of the Biden administration’s efforts to
reenter the Iran nuclear deal.

The three countries fear a renewed deal will remove sanctions on Iran and
enable its adventurism in the region; the Biden administration sees the deal,
which former President Donald Trump abrogated in 2018, as the best
means to keep Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon.

The fourth country that normalized ties with Israel under the Abraham
Accords, Sudan, is undergoing political turmoil.
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Yiddish explanation
The war in Ukraine brings to mind many familiar
Jewish places: Kiev, Odessa, Leviv, and Nemirov. The
birthplaces of Yiddish writers are now on the news,
reminding me of my academic trip to Ukraine twenty
years ago. The country’s beauty stood in opposition to
its bloody history. Historian Jeffrey Veidlinger’s book
“In the Midst of Civilized Europe” about the pogroms
following the Russian Civil War (1918-1921) shows the
role civilian Ukrainians played in killing, raiping, and
looting Jews. I donated money to Ukrainian civil relief.

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 -

2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com
Rochelle Zucker is the host for all segments on April

3rd and 10th.   The first week she presents songs in
translation.  On April 10th she puts us un the mood for
Passover. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg
/

Singapore to open embassy in Israel
after 57 years of ties, in sign of

Abraham Accords’ spillover effects

March 21, 2022 (JTA) — Singapore will upgrade its
presence in Israel from consulate to embassy, in the lat-
est move reflecting thawing relations between Israel
and Muslim countries.

Israel and Singapore forged diplomatic ties in 1965
and have enjoyed friendly relations for decades. Israel
sells Singapore defense equipment and has had an
embassy in the country since 1968.

However, Singapore, mindful of its huge Muslim-
majority neighbors, Malaysia and Indonesia, has sought
to keep the ties out of the public eye. The Times of
Israel reported that Israel’s defense minister, Benny
Gantz, visited the country last year but kept it quiet out
of deference to Singapore.

Now, Singapore is openly boasting about its Israel
relations. Vivian Balakrishnan, the Southeast Asian
city-state’s foreign minister, made the embassy
announcement Monday in Jerusalem where he was
meeting with Israeli counterpart Yair Lapid. The
embassy will be in Tel Aviv.

The advent of the Abraham Accords normalizing ties
between Israel and four Arab nations, brokered in 2020
by the Trump administration in its final months, has
eased the stigma of open ties with Israel among nations
sensitive to Muslim sensibilities.

Since the launch of the Abraham Accords, not only
has Israel normalized ties with the United Arab
Emirates, Sudan, Morocco and Bahrain, it has improved
existing diplomatic relations with Egypt, Jordan and
Turkey. The Biden administration is committed to
expanding the Abraham Accords, one of its few areas of
agreement with the Trump administration.

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett paid a surprise
visit to Egypt on Monday where he conferred with
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and UAE’s
crown prince, Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.



By JACOB GURVIS 
March 16, 2022 LOS ANGELES (JTA) — Jewish baseball legend

Sandy Koufax will be immortalized with a statue at Dodger Stadium this
summer.

The Hall of Fame pitcher will join his trailblazing teammate Jackie
Robinson, whose bronze statue was unveiled in the centerfield plaza in
2017. Artist Branly Cadet, who made the Robinson statue, also created
Koufax’s sculpture. 

The Los Angeles Dodgers had announced the Koufax statue in 2019,
with its unveiling originally planned for the summer of 2020. The new cer-
emony will be held June 18 prior to a game against the Cleveland
Guardians. The first 40,000 ticketed fans in attendance will receive a repli-
ca of Koufax’s statue.

Dodgers President and CEO Stan Kasten announced the new date this
week. He said fans entering the centerfield gates would now be “greeted”
by Robinson and Koufax.

“Not only are both of these Hall of Famers part of our rich Dodger his-
tory, they are also continuously inspiring sports fans everywhere,” Kasten
said in his statement.

Koufax, now 86, became the youngest player to enter baseball’s Hall of
Fame when he was inducted in 1972 at the age of 36. That same year, the
Dodgers retired Koufax’s jersey number, 32, alongside Robinson’s iconic
42, which is retired across the sport.

One of the best pitchers in baseball history, Koufax was a member of four
World Series championship teams, winning two World Series Most
Valuable Player awards. Koufax also won a National League MVP and
three Cy Young awards during his 12-year career with the Dodgers. 

Koufax posted a career record of 165-87 with a 2.76 earned run average,
2,396 strikeouts, 137 complete games and 40 shutouts. He was the first
pitcher to throw four no-hitters.

Among Jewish fans, Koufax is best known for a game he did not pitch.
Game 1 of the 1965 World Series fell on Yom Kippur, and Koufax famous-
ly declined to play. 
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Stevensville - a short story

By KENNETH M. KAPP
Some say ice cream can cure most anything!
Cassius Stevens parked on Main Street, got out, and leaned against the

side of his car. He closed his eyes and smiled up at the sun thinking that it
was shining down just for him. He could picture the old storefronts running
up and down either side of the street, most of them there since his father
was a kid. Pappy had told him, “Them foreigners moving here, thinking
there’s an easy buck to be made will find they be wrong, not last the year
out. Family buys from family or waits for the ‘Going out of Business’ sign
to appear in the window. Blacks ain’t got enough money to keep ‘em
afloat.” If they were outside, his father would spit tobacco juice. “First
white likely only going in after that sign goes up.”

He laughed just thinking it. The Jew ice cream store had been there for
six months. Things were no better. Kids like his younger brother Lee, only
going in to see what a Jew looked like. Lee telling him how he went in with
little Katie who asked for a vanilla cone. “When he was busy scooping, I
leaned in and asked, ‘Hey, Mister, where’re your horns?’ and then we ran
out without ever paying.” 

He was thinking pappy taught little Jeb right. He hand-lettered a sign,
“Coloreds here ==>,” went in, walked to the back of the store, took the
gum out of his mouth, and splattered it and his sign in the middle of the
glass case. He strutted out cackling in his high voice, “Ha-ha. There’s some
Southern Hospitality fer ya.”

He saw Cousin Anders racing on his scooter down the block. When he
got to the ice cream store, Cassius whistled. Anders turned and fell. He
stayed on the sidewalk, stared at his skinned knee, and started crying.

Cassius placed his hands on his butt and considered pushing off and
checking on him. He looked the other way down the street. The old black
woman who used to clean for the family was rushing over so fast her cane
could barely keep up. She planted it to the side of the boy and struggled to
lean over. She and Anders talked some. She went into the store, came out
with some wet paper towels, and did her best to clean up the scrape before
spotting it dry with a tissue she took from her large purse. Cassius remem-
bered her name, Aunt Jemima – that’s what we always called her.

A minute later, the Jew-boy came out with an ice cream cone and a small
wooden chair. He put the chair in the shade of the doorway, gave Anders
the cone, and helped him to stand. He hobbled to the chair with the cone in
one hand. The other held tightly to the Jew-boy who dragged along the
scooter and leaned it against the storefront.

He said something to Aunt Jemima and then rushed back into the store.
He watched as she chatted up Anders, daubed off some ice cream that had
dripped on his chin, and then said something that made him smile. The
Jew-man came out and gave her a chocolate cone. He looked across the
street and seeing Cassius, made a sign that everything was okay. The old
woman followed his gaze and waved once she recognized him.

Cassius couldn’t hear what they were saying, but Aunt Jemima smiled
and nodded.

The Jew-man was saying that in a small town like this she must have
heard about Jeb’s note, this boy being another Stevens. “I was so upset I
called Mr. Stevens; told him how disappointed I was with little Jeb. And
unless Jeb apologized, he wouldn’t be welcome here again. Mr. Stevens
laughed and advised me not to hold my breath. ‘We don’t buy from Jew-
boys down here.’ I thought for a moment and then said, ‘Well, if he apolo-
gizes, he can have two scoops free. That way he won’t have to buy any-
thing.’”

Nor did he hear her laugh and thank him for trying. He saw the shrug, but
missed the words: “We can only do our best.”

Cassius stared as she started walking back up the street. The ice cream
glistened, a lighter color than her skin. The sun beat down on his head. He
was thinking. Neither of them two seemed uppity. Jew didn’t do bad here
and Anders seemed happy with his free cone. Never even looked back at
me. Should at least have waved. If I hadn’t whistled, he never would have
gotten that free cone, just gone on sailing by that store. 

He got back in his car. Three blocks later, he turned off Main. Maybe
tomorrow, early like, when no one’s about, I’ll drive back in and get a cone.
See what the Jew really looks like; bet he knows Aunt Jemima’s name.

The next day Mr. Klein told Cassius the name of the elderly woman is
Scarlett Higginbotham. He reminded him about his offer of two free
scoops for Jeb.

“You come back with Jeb and I’ll even give you one free scoop if you
buy the other. A man’s got to make a living.”

This story originally appeared in the Garfield Lake Review, 2019, the
annual literary and visual arts magazine produced by Olivet College stu-
dents. It was included in my collection Somewhere … Over released on
Amazon in 2021. Please visit www.kmkbooks.com for more stories and
information.

Sandy Koufax statue to be unveiled at 
Dodger Stadium this summer

Sandy Koufax shown after striking out 14 batters in a
game in 1955. (Bettmann/Getty Images) 

March 25, 2022 (JTA) — Valentyna
Veretska, a Ukrainian athlete who fled
with her daughter as Russia attacked her
country, won the women’s race in the
Jerusalem marathon on Friday.

Veretska completed the grueling
marathon in the hilly city in 2:45:54 sec-
onds on Friday, draping herself in the
Ukraine and Israel flags after crossing
the finish line.

The 31-year-old had applied to run the
marathon before the war; she had previ-
ously won the women’s marathon in
Tirana, Albania, in October.

The war Russia launched on Feb. 24
sent her and her daughter into Poland,
while her husband has stayed in Ukraine
to fight.

Israel has taken in close to 17,000 Ukrainian refugees since the conflict
began, and Israel’s sports ministry said Thursday that it is ready to take in
100 athletes

Israeli Olympian Ageze Guadie won the men’s race at 2:37:17.

Ukrainian refugee wins women’s race 
at Jerusalem marathon

Ukrainian marathoner
Valentyna Veretska speaks to
the media in Jerusalem,
March 25, 2022.  (Arie Leib

Abrams/Flash90)



By ROB CHARRY 
March 24, 2022

(JTA) — Elliot
Steinmetz knows some-
thing about firsts: last
July, his son Jacob
became the first known
Orthodox baseball play-
er to get picked in the
MLB draft.

The elder Steinmetz is
also the head coach of
the Yeshiva University
men’s basketball team,
a squad of Modern
Orthodox players that
shocked the sports
world with an unlikely 50-game winning streak that spanned multiple sea-
sons.

The team’s leader was Ryan Turell, a 6-foot-7 guard who has entered the
NBA draft, hoping to become the league’s first Orthodox player. Steinmetz
knows it’s a lofty ambition — but he isn’t betting against his former star
athlete.

“I would never ever doubt anything that kid puts in his mind, in terms of
his goals. If he says he’s going to be an NBA player, I believe him,”
Steinmetz told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

Turell, a lanky 22-year-old Los Angeles native, has a stacked resumé: he
was named this year’s Division III player of the year, due to his impressive
59% shooting percentage, including a 47% mark from three-point range
(the NBA three-point average usually hovers around 35%). He also helped
his team climb to the No. 1 ranking in the country for a time.

But the Y.U. Maccabees play in Division III, the bottom tier of NCAA
collegiate athletics, meaning Turell has not been tested against top college
competition. Few Division III players ever make the leap to the NBA, let
alone get selected in the league’s two-round draft — a relatively short affair
compared to those in other professional sport leagues (the MLB draft, for
example, has 20 rounds, and used to have 40).

In 1980, back when the NBA had a much longer draft, David Kufeld
became the only Y.U. player ever selected: He was chosen by the Portland
Trailblazers in the 10th round with the 205th overall pick, before getting
cut in the preseason.

NBA scouts don’t usually pay much attention to DIII games, but
Yeshiva’s special streak drew national attention. The team’s games this sea-
son attracted overflow crowds and a number of NBA scouts, along with a
few NBA executives, including New York Knicks President Leon Rose (a
2011 inductee into the Philadelphia Jewish Sports Hall of Fame).

“Honestly, it’s been amazing to have all the support we’ve had on a
Division III level, it’s just unheard of,” Turell told JTA. “It’s just really
inspiring to see that you can inspire so many people through basketball.”

Boris Beric, who is co-owner of BPA Hoops, a scouting service that sev-
eral NBA teams use, says Turell’s skills merit a look from scouts, but he
does not expect Turell to be one of the 58 players drafted in June.

“He’s a really talented player. Guys who are big wings like he is, and can
really shoot, that deserves pro scouts’ attention, but the NBA is really
tricky,” Beric said. “I don’t think he’s a good enough athlete. He deserves
to get pre-draft workouts with teams to see how he compares against
Division I talent, the international talent, in that kind of setting.”

Beric added that he could see Turell thriving in Israel’s top league —
something Turell said is a goal anyway, even if he made it to the NBA.

“It’s always been a dream of mine to go play in Israel, regardless of the
NBA,” Turell said. “Even if I have a great career in the NBA, Israel is
something I definitely want to do afterwards.”

In Turell’s dream NBA scenario, he plans on playing on Shabbat, as long
as he can walk from his hotel to the game — just as his friend Jacob
Steinmetz plans to do. Traveling and using electricity are prohibited on the
Jewish Sabbath, but playing sports is not.

“I would plan on walking to the gym, staying in my hotel near the gym
and just walking over,” Turell said.

(An update on how Jacob is doing with his new team, the Arizona
Diamondbacks, from his father: “He’s throwing hard, 94, 96 miles per
hour, curveball looks good. They’ll probably keep him in rookie ball for the
first couple months of the season and maybe ship him up to low A [the low-
est minor league tier].”)

Beric said that even if he isn’t drafted, Turell could continue showcasing
his talents by getting invited to a team’s summer league team or its fall
training camp. As NBA teams have looked to increase their three-point per-
centages over the past decade, sharpshooters’ stock has risen.

“Get to summer
league. Show your
worth, and fight to get
a training camp invite.
That should be his
main goal. I really
think his path is
becoming a shooting
specialist,” Beric said.
“A challenge for him
is, he was the star at
Yeshiva, where he got
all of the touches, all
of the shots. Is that
scalable at a higher
level when he’s only
getting three shots a
game? That’s really
difficult for some
players from college
to the pros.”

Scouts and teams
would like to see how
he fares against play-
ers with Division I
experience — and if
Turell gets invited to
the Portsmouth
Invitational amateur
tournament next
month, which show-
cases some of the
country’s better col-
lege seniors, he will
get a chance to do that.
Turell, who is back in
California training,
said that he has
worked out in sum-
mers past with high
quality players:
“UCLA players
[including Johnny
Juzang, projected to be
a second round draft
pick], a bunch of over-
seas guys, and some
NBA guys [including Bulls reserve forward Alfonzo McKinnie].”

“I felt comfortable at that speed. At the end of the day, it doesn’t matter
where you play at, it’s just basketball,” he argued.

The next few months will see Turell working on at least a few aspects of
his game.

“You can never be a good enough shooter, obviously I just gotta keep
shooting and really perfect the release, getting quicker, and being able to
shoot with less space and room, with people contesting at me,” he said.
“Defense is always key. I really want to work on my body and get myself
in the best shape of my life, so I’m able to hold my own defensively.”

A veteran NBA scout who has worked for a number of NBA teams over
the last 15 years agreed with Beric on Turell’s draft chances. But he noted
a factor that could work in Turell’s favor: his narrative.

“There’s a little bit of a story element and narrative to it — an Orthodox
Jewish kid and the fact that there’s never been one in the NBA,” said the
scout, who wished to remain anonymous, as most do.

Jewish players are extremely rare in NBA history since the 1970s. A cou-
ple of Israelis, such as current Washington Wizards forward Deni Avdija
and former pro Omri Casspi, made the leap and earned relatively signifi-
cant playing time in recent years. Dolph Schayes was a Jewish standout
player in the early days of the modern NBA.

If character counts for an NBA organization, Coach Steinmetz added
another layer of endorsement: “An absolute gem of a person. I’ve never
been around a kid who’s so good at what he does and at the same time so
humble and so in touch with the fact that there are kids, and even adults,
who look up at him and want his time. He’s so nice and so uplifting.”

And Turell doesn’t avoid the talk from those who think he has no shot to
ever play in the world’s best league.

“They just motivate me to work even harder,” he said.
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Could Ryan Turell become the first Orthodox Jew 
to play in the NBA? Scouts say it’s a long shot.

Ryan Turell, a 6-foot-7 guard on the Yeshiva
University basketball team and who has
entered the NBA draft, hopes to become the
league’s first Orthodox player. 

(Joe Bednarsh and Adena Stevens) 
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