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University of Manitoba Faculty
Association’s proposed motion

opposing adoption of IHRA definition
of antisemitism leads to furore within

some groups in Jewish community

By BERNIE BELLAN

In what became a somewhat confusing
sequence of events, after much consterna-
tion expressed by various parties represent-

ing different sections of the Jewish communi-
ty, a motion that had been introduced by the
University of Manitoba Faculty Association to
“oppose the adoption or use of the IHRA def-
inition at the University of Manitoba and else-
where” has apparently been put on hold for the
time being.

Here is an overview of what transpired:
In an email sent to various individuals by

Haskell Greenfield, head of Judaic Studies at
the University of Manitoba, on March 16,
Haskell wrote: “Hi. I would like to ensure that
you are aware of this motion (opposing the
adoption of the IHRA definition of anti-
semitism) that is coming before UMFA on
Thursday afternoon (March 18) at 2:30. Only
Board Representatives can vote, but all UMFA
members are allowed to attend the meeting
and speak.”

Subsequently, the (online) meeting of the
UMFA board that was to have been convened
March 18 to consider the motion opposing the
adoption of the IHRA definition of anti-
Semitism was put off until March 25.

According to Haskell, the motion opposing
the “adoption or use of the IHRA definition at
the University of Manitoba” had already been
passed by the UMFA Executive Council
(which consists of 12 members). 

Upon receiving Haskell’s email I attempted
to contact Greg Flemming, who is executive
director of the University of Manitoba Faculty
Association, to inquire as to the origin of this
motion. (Apparently, according to a notice
issued by UMFA, the wording of the motion
came from something called AASUA - The
Association of Academic Staff of the
University of Alberta.) 

In the header to the actual motion, the name
“Academic Alliance Against Antisemitism,
Racism, Colonialism & Censorship in Canada
(ARC) Campaign” was also given.

It appears, therefore, that the move to
oppose the adoption of the IHRA definition of
anti-Semitism had been spearheaded by cer-
tain academic groups. However, when I asked
Greg Flemming whether there was a particular
individual in UMFA who had brought the
motion forward here he did not respond.

In our last issue (March 17) we published a

Self-deprecating Ted Lyons to be this year’s Negev Gala honouree

Continued on page 3. See “UMFA”.

By BERNIE BELLAN

This year’s Jewish National Fund
Negev Gala, on Monday, May
31, will be special for many

reasons:
It will be the first Negev Gala here

conducted entirely online.
It will be the first Negev Gala in

Winnipeg in two years. (Last year’s
had to be postponed because of
Covid.)

It will be the first Negev Gala held
in Winnipeg at which a medical
physician will be honoured. (In 2018
the Alpha Omega Dental Fraternity
was honoured as a collectivity.)

With all that in mind, it’s a special
pleasure for me to be able to write
about this year’s Negev Gala hon-
ouree, Dr. Ted Lyons – especially
considering that he was supposed to
have been honoured last year, but was
unfortunately put in the position of having to wait an entire extra year to be
honoured.

Ted Lyons is one of those rare individuals who has had a role in so many
different areas of life, including many different aspects of medicine, to
prominent leadership roles within our own Jewish community.

But, for anyone who has met Ted Lyons, despite his many accomplish-
ments, his modesty and self-effacing manner come through immediately.
As a matter of fact, in reading a short bio that he sent me I was often left
laughing at the degree to which he was willing to admit his own rather
extensive lack of success as a student before – and even while he was in
university, until that is, he made it into medicine (on his second try).

It was when he was admitted into medical school here that Ted began to
display a tremendous talent for being able to understand aspects of human
anatomy that led him to be a pacesetter in the field of radiology with a
worldwide reputation in the area of advanced ultrasound imagery.

But, just to give a taste of how
much Ted Lyons hasn’t led suc-
cess give him a swelled head, just
read this excerpt from his bio
when he discusses how close he
was to being thrown out of Kelvin
High School in Grade 12:

“I was in Miss Margaret Jean
Thompson’s class for grade 12
and again was a very average stu-
dent. I did not participate in any
school activities but was active in
AZA. I remember Reading
Gullivers’ Travels and saying to a
classmate as I walked into the
classroom, that this was a child’s
book. Miss Thompson began the
class saying that this could either
be taken as a child’s book or as a
commentary on England in the
1800s. I felt stupid.

“At Christmas time Miss
Thompson called me in into her

office and said that I would never amount to anything and that I should
leave school and go to get a job. I was flabbergasted as I had been a very
average student but had never been a problem. I went home and told my
parents what had happened. They came with me down to the school to meet
with Mr. Fyles and with Miss Thompson. Mr. Fyles’ son was the dean of
the medical school and my father knew him. The three of us sat across the
desk with me in the corner. Part of the discussion, I remember, was me say-
ing, “Why not let me come back? No one else will be using my seat.” They
agreed to let me return after Christmas break. This must of had a profound
effect on me but I still remained an average student for the end of grade
12.”

I told Ted that there was really so much rich material in his life story that
it would be difficult to know what to include in this article.  For the sake of
brevity I’m leaving out
other equally entertaining

Ted and Harriet Lyons in Jersualem, 2019

Continued on page 6. See “Ted Lyons”.
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Elemental: Fire & Air – potter Alan Lacovetsky and printmaker Susan Turner

Buhler Gallery, Atrium, St. Boniface Hospital until May 2, 2021

Submitted by 
LEONA HERZOG, Director/Curator
Buhler Gallery, St. Boniface Hospital

Susan Turner’s prints on paper look to con-
temporary computer technologies to create
small universes, while Alan Lacovetsky’s
ceramic pieces draw on materials born with the
creation of the earth. Their work plays together,
and these two artists have more in common
than may first meet the eye.  

Lacovetsky’s pieces are created through the
effects of fire and air on clay.  He practices an
art form tied into the geological history of our
planet; turning soft clay into objects of perma-
nence.  Clay consists of minute platelets, and as
he uses his potter’s wheel and his hands to
make a bowl or urn, the clay aligns and gains
strength and shape. Turner manipulates an
image rather than an object, and deals with
intangibles in her work.  Using digital tools
and light to transform colour, texture and pat-
terns, she creates images having a sense of
depth, texture, and material permanence where
there is none. Both artists deal with time –
rebalancing and centering to restore equilibri-
um to our inner selves, holding out the promise of inner wholeness.

Alan Lacovetsky has been making pots for over 45 years and has been influenced, as many in his
generation were, by Japanese and Korean potters, and by Britain’s Bernard Leach and Michael
Cardew.  At the University of Manitoba, he studied with Robert Archambeau, who himself studied
in Japan and was influenced by Japanese potters including Shōji Hamada. Lacovetsky travelled
extensively, working for 18 years in Australia and spending time in Thailand, influences that have
left a lasting mark on his aesthetic.  

He has worked in his studio in St. Andrews, north of Winnipeg, since 1996, producing thrown and
hand-built ceramic pieces.  Clay, his medium, is as old as the earth.  It is “stardust” changed many
times over the 500 million years the par-
ticles have existed; yet it takes him only

Works on wall, L to R: Susan Turner, Orb
#18, Orb #12, archival inkjet print on
Hahnamuhle Etching paper; all ceramic
pieces by Alan Lacovetsky, wood fired clay

Continued on page 12. See “Turner/Lacovetsky”.
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Community news
lengthy article by Simone Cohen Scott
about the IHRA definition of anti-
Semitism. In it, Simone listed the 11
examples that the definition uses to

illustrate what should be considered anti-Semitic. While five of the 11
examples have not aroused any particular controversy, the six examples
mentioning Israel have led to a certain amount of organized opposition to
the definition, especially within academic groups.

As Jewish Telegraphic Agency writer Ben Sales noted in an article
reporting on the heated debate that has been taking place with regard to the
IHRA definition, especially on some university campuses,  “its provisions
on rhetoric around Israel have sparked contentious debate, which was
heightened last year when President Donald Trump signed an executive
order essentially adopting the working definition as a reference for adjudi-
cating civil rights complaints on campus. This debate has continued even
as the IHRA has emphasized that the definition is not legally binding.”

Sales’ article listed the six examples having to do with Israel:
• Accusing Jews of being more loyal to Israel or to a global Jewish
agenda than to their home countries.
• Denying Jews the right to self-determination or calling Israel a
“racist endeavor.”
• Applying a double standard to Israel that isn’t applied to other
countries.
• Applying classic antisemitic smears, like the blood libel, to Israel.
• Comparing Israel to the Nazis.
• Holding Jews collectively responsible for Israel’s actions.

As Sales notes in his article, “The definition’s opponents say its clauses
on Israel will have a chilling effect on debate around the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. They worry that in condemning some forms of anti-Israel speech,
the definition will serve to label all critics of Israel, or pro-Palestinian
activists, as antisemites.”

In December 2020 the University of Manitoba Students’ Union passed a
resolution endorsing the IHRA definition of antisemitism.

What has happened, as Sales noted, is that the IHRA definition of anti-
Semitism has sparked a heated debate, especially among academics.
Subsequently, that debate has  led to certain Jewish groups labeling oppo-
sition to the IHRA definition itself as anti-Semitic.

Thus, when UMFA announced to its members that a vote was to take
place March 25 on a motion opposing the use or adoption of the IHRA def-
inition of antisemitism, certain organizations, including the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, began lobbying to have the motion dropped from
UMFA’s agenda.

B’nai Brith Canada, however, was more strident in condemning UMFA
for having brought the motion forward. In a press release dated March 24,
which was titled “B’nai Brith Condemns Absurd Motion by University of
Manitoba Faculty Association”, B’nai Brith Canada urged “the University

of Manitoba’s Faculty Association (UMFA) executive to abandon a motion
opposing “the adoption and/or use of the IHRA definition at the University
of Manitoba and elsewhere.”

Certain individuals who are not part of UMFA, however, were invited to
address members of the UMFA board, including Belle Jarniewski, who had
played an instrumental role in developing the IHRA definition.

Apparently though, when the meeting of the UMFA board was convened
at 2:30 on Thursday, March 25, according to Belle, “A majority of people
voted in opposition to the agenda, including those from the equity and
diversity committee, and so the meeting was adjourned without moving
forward.”

It is not clear, therefore, where the motion by UMFA to oppose the IHRA
definition of anti-Semitism now lies.

In a statement issued by the Jewish Federation following the March 25
meeting of the UMFA board, Federation spokesperson Elaine Goldstine
and Joel Lazer wrote that  “We are pleased to advise that today, the major-
ity of the board of representatives of UMFA did not approve the agenda,
and the meeting was adjourned. A number of concerns were raised about
insufficient information and lack of consultation with broader UMFA
membership on the issue.”

B’nai Brith Canada, however, took a more strident approach in con-
demning UMFA. In a press release issued March 26, the B’nai Brith press
release was headlined: “University of Manitoba Shuts Down Absurd
Motion to Ban IHRA Definition”.

The press release went on to say that  “B’nai Brith Canada is pleased that
a motion opposing the IHRA definition of antisemitism was defeated yes-
terday, on procedural grounds, at a meeting of the University of Manitoba
Faculty Association (UMFA).”

Apparently though, saying the motion was defeated is incorrect, since the
motion was not actually brought to a vote as members of the board did not
approve the agenda for the day’s meeting.

I asked Greg Flemming though, what might lie next for UMFA insofar as
the motion opposing the adoption of the IHRA definition is concerned. 

He responded to me, following the March 25 meeting, saying: “No state-
ment will be released tonight as the meeting has again been delayed.” It
would seem, therefore, that there is a possibility the motion will be brought
before the board again at a later date.

It should be noted that a similar motion to the one that had been brought
before the UMFA board had previously been adopted by the Association of
Professors of the University of Ottawa (APUO) who, in announcing the
move against the IHRA definition to its members, cited “academic free-
dom” as its motivation.

(For more on the controversy swirling on Canadian university campuses
about the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism turn to Short takes on page 4.)

UMFA
(Continued from page 1.)

Netanyahu, opponents have no clear path 
to governing majority, official election results show
Notwithstanding a major political development, it appears that Israel 
will head to an unprecedented fifth round of elections this summer.

(March 25, 2021 / JNS)
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
his opponents have no clear
path towards a Knesset
majority, Israeli election
results show, indicating that
the country’s political grid-
lock will continue.

The results of Tuesday’s
election confirm that
Netanyahu’s Likud Party
won the most seats, 30, his
bloc of right-wing, and
religious supporters only
have 52 seats, while the parties opposed to the Israeli leader had 57
between them.

While the right-wing Yamina Party (seven seats) and the Islamist Ra’am
Party (four seats) have not committed to either side, it remains highly
unlikely, despite recent rumors, that any right-wing party would sit in a
government with an anti-Zionist Islamist party such as the Arab Ra’am.

If former defense minister Naftali Bennett’s Yamina did join with
Netanyahu’s bloc, they would still fall two seats short of the 61 needed to
form a governing coalition. Although if Gideon Sa’ar’s right-wing New
Hope Party joined along with Yamina, then there would be enough for
Netanyahu to form a coalition. However, Sa’ar, who quit Likud, has explic-
itly ruled out joining a Netanyahu-led government.

“It is clear that
Netanyahu doesn’t
have a majority for a
coalition headed by
him,” Sa’ar said in a
statement. “Now we
must work to fulfill
the potential for
forming a govern-
ment of change. As I
announced on elec-
tion night, ego
won’t be a factor.”

I n d e e d ,
Opposition Leader

Yair Lapid, who heads the second-largest party set to enter the Knesset, has
been discussing with other anti-Netanyahu parties the possibility of form-
ing some type of coalition to pass legislation to block Netanyahu from
forming a government. Still, it’s unclear how they could gain such a major-
ity without cooperation from the Arab parties.

Notwithstanding a major political development, it appears that Israel will
head to an unprecedented fifth round of elections this summer.

“This round of elections was among the most challenging that the State
of Israel has known,” said Orly Adas, head of the Central Elections
Committee. “Beyond the fact that this is the fourth election in the past two-
and-a-half years, we experienced an enormous challenge in light of the
coronavirus pandemic.”

If Netnayhau hopes to form a working coalitiion he’ll need the support of two of his righ-
wing rivals: Naftali Bennett  (centre) and  Gideon Sa’ar (right), who has ruled out joining a
Netanyahu-led government).



As if there weren’t more important issues in
the world to consider, debating the merits
of the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism

has now become one of those wedge issues by
which individuals who have differing views on
Israel define themselves.

Saying you’re in favour of the  IHRA defini-
tion of anti-Semitism seems to have become
codeword for saying you’re  defending  Israel’s

policies toward the Palestinians.
That something which was ostensibly  intended to defuse anti-Semitic

sentiments has instead led to often bitter confrontations, especially on uni-
versity campuses, is not really all that surprising.

When it comes to Israel, using certain terms such as “BDS” (Boycott,
Divestment, Sanctions), and “apartheid state” became flash points for bit-
ter exchanges between defenders of Israel and her critics. (And, in saying
that I refuse to categorize all critics of Israel as “anti-Israel”. There are
many Israelis themselves who are critical of Israel’s policies toward the
Palestinians. It would be ludicrous to call them “anti-Israel”, as if one can-
not be critical of one’s country without being accused of being “anti ….” –
insert whatever country you want.)    

Frankly, although the recently proposed motion by the University of
Manitoba Faculty Association that it should oppose the adoption of the
IHRA definition of anti-Semitism caused a great deal of consternation
within certain groups, it is just one more episode in what will likely be a
never-ending debate about Israel that leads individuals to take sides with-
out respecting the merits of the opposing side’s views.

When I was asked by Elaine Goldstine and Adam Levy of the Jewish
Federation how I would respond to the proposed motion by UMFA before
it was to come to a vote, I responded that I would play it very low-key.
Lobby behind the scenes to defuse the situation, I suggested. Maybe it
could be headed off without coming to a vote, I said, before more outspo-
ken groups and individuals seized upon what was happening in an attempt
to further polarize the issue.

What worried me was that an organization like B’nai Brith Canada would
want to use what was happening at the University of Manitoba to inflame
passions – which B’nai Brith is very good at doing.

Not only that, I said that if the proposed motion did come to a vote – and
did pass, then what you would likely see happen is that some very major
supporters of the University of Manitoba would then withdraw financial
support for the university in response to what they perceived as anti-Israel
behaviour on the part of the university’s faculty association.

That is the last thing one would want to see happen, but that is how these
sorts of events often play out. 

However, lost in all the controversy over what the UMFA executive was
proposing was that the impetus for passing a resolution of the very sort that
was being considered was coming in very large part from Jewish acade-
mics on Canadian university campuses.

Recently a group of 155 Jewish Canadian academics signed a letter
opposing the adoption of the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism. In part, the

letter stated:
“We know that there is

serious and occasionally
fractious disagreement on
our campuses about anti-
semitism and its relationship
to criticism of the State of
Israel. These disputes cannot
and will not be resolved by
definitional fiat. If the goal
of adopting the IHRA defini-
tion is to quell further con-
flict around the legitimate
scope of criticism of Israel, it
will surely fail. This is
already evident at many aca-
demic institutions.

“Adopting a seriously
flawed framework to con-
front antisemitism is antithet-
ical to the broader pursuit of
justice and tolerance at the
core of the mission statement
of many universities.
Freedom to criticize the poli-
cies and practices of any
state without exception,
including the State of Israel,
is central to accountable

scholarship, learning and education. We believe it is also central to build-
ing a more just academy.”

At this point I am not sure how I weigh in on this debate. I do agree with
the sentiment of the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism, but I can also see
the dangers inherent in attempting to define anti-Semitism too specifically.
It reminds me very much of an earlier era when American Supreme Court
Justice Potter Stewart, in commenting about “hard core pornography”,
wrote that “I know it when I see it”. Maybe we should apply that same
loose generalization to antisemitism without trying to define it to a very
fine degree.

In the coming months we can expect to see more university campuses
across Canada dealing with the same issue as the University of Manitoba
Faulty Association. There is a concerted effort by certain groups within
academic circles to have the issue brought to the fore. The University of
Ottawa Faculty Association has already passed the same kind of resolution
as the one that was on the agenda for UMFA (and still may be).

What is truly ironic about the debate that is now taking place is that both
sides are using very similar language in arguing either for or against the
IHRA definition of anti-Semitism.  Here, for instance, is an excerpt from
the B’nai Brith press release denouncing the University of Ottawa
Faculty’s resolution:

“The IHRA definition, understood and used correctly, is a useful tool for
combating antisemitism. The European Commission has just published a
handbook on practical uses of the definition, recommending its use in uni-
versities ‘to identify and intervene against antisemitism’ and ‘to create
safer places for Jewish students, (Ed. note: emphasis mine) as problems
can be identified and better solved at an early stage.’“

Now, compare the language used by B’nai Brith with the language used
by “Jewish Faculty in Canada Against the Adoption of the IHRA Working
Definition of Antisemitism”: “On campuses where this definition has been
adopted it has been used to intimidate and silence (Emphasis mine) the
work of unions, student groups, academic departments and faculty associ-
ations that are committed to freedom, equality and justice for Palestinians.”

In other words, the IHRA definition, it is argued, can be used as a weapon
either to make university campuses safer or less safe, depending on whose
side you’re on.

Thus, the IHRA definition has become a symbol of one’s leanings.
Saying you’re in favour of its adoption has come to mean you’re pro-Israel,
while if you’re against it, you’re anti-Israel. That comes as no surprise at
all. One wonders whether all the hard work that went into coming up with
a definition of anti-Semitism that was meant to serve as an educational tool
might be coming to naught as it is now being used as a litmus test for one’s
position on Israel.

*****
In our last issue (March 17) we printed a Passover greeting that we

should have caught before the paper was published, as it was inappropriate
in a Passover issue. The advertisement contained images of doughnuts and
what must have been Easter eggs.

There is a follow-up advertisement on page 2 of this issue apologizing for
the inappropriate imagery in that March 17 greeting. But many readers
have asked me how I could have let that ad slip by without me red flagging
it and indicating to the advertiser that the imagery was inappropriate for a
Passover greeting.

Those readers are quite correct. Sometimes you can’t see the forest for
the trees. In proofreading any particular issue sometimes the most glaring
mistakes completely slip my notice. I’m often so concerned to make sure
that images or articles appear clearly that I miss seeing what is in those
images or that there is a glaring mistake in an article (or a memoriam, as is
sometimes the case).

In this particular instance I really slipped up badly. I’m sorry that a well-
intentioned message from a respected law firm went into the paper without
my having caught its obvious inappropriateness. I feel very bad for the par-
ticular individual who has been taking the blame for the mistake. Let’s face
it: Not everyone is as familiar with Passover customs and imagery as our
readers are. A few years ago we ran another Passover greeting that had an
image of a challah in it. Clearly the intention of whoever designed that
greeting was to insert a nice Jewish symbol, without realizing that a chal-
lah was not an appropriate image for Passover. Again, I should have caught
that one too.

*****
Finally, I can’t avoid commenting on the most recent Israeli election – the

fourth one in a span of 19 months. It reminds me of the two referenda that
we witnessed in Quebec over the question of Quebec sovereignty. There
was a longer gap between those two referenda – between 1980 and 1995,
but the phrase “neverendum” was coined to describe the continuing deter-
mination by separatists to get the result they wanted – even if it meant hav-
ing to force voters to go through yet another referendum.

In Israel’s case, it all seems to be about Netanyahu’s preoccupation with
avoiding facing charges of corruption. If you  don’t get the result you want,
hold another election until you do get the right result.
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Demographic “facts on the ground” in 
Judea and Samaria irreversible

By MYRON LOVE
Auguste Compte, a 19th century French philosopher and writer, is best

known for his aphorism that “demography is destiny”.  In other words, land
belongs to the people who produce the most children.

It is an interesting phenomenom  to  watch being played out in real time.   
Take the case of Kosovo in southeastern Europe.  Kosovo was the home-

land of the Serbian people.  Over the course of the 20th century, a growing
number of Muslim Albanians moved into Kosovo.  They also birthed more
children than the Christian Serbs to the point where the Muslim Albanians
became the majority and, in a short rebellion in the 1990s, broke Kosovo
away from Serbia and created a new country (which incidentally just
became the first Muslim majority country to open an embassy in Jerusalem
thanks largely to the peace-making efforts of Donald Trump’s diplomatic
team).

We are seeing a similar pattern taking place in many of the soon-to-be
former Christian countries of Western Europe.  The historic populations of
those countries are steadily declining as a result of  historically low birth
rates. As a result of growing number of Muslims immigrating to these
countries (from all over the Muslim world) and having more children, the
Muslim populations are rapidly replacing the older Christian peoples to the
point that, within a few years, most of the major cities in Western Europe
will have Muslim majority populations.

That process is also happening in Judea and Samaria where the Jewish
population is growing at an accelerating rate.  The revered David Ben-
Gurion, the Zionist leader who was the Jewish State’s first Prime Minister,
aimed to create irreversible “facts on the ground” through the establish-
ment in pre-independence days of kibbutzim and moshavim wherever land
in Palestine could be acquired under Turkish and British rule.

“Facts on the ground” are what you have today in Judea and Samaria
(a..ka. the West Bank).  The Palestinian population in the area – including
in East Jerusalem - is estimated  at 2.7 million, as of 2017.  Although that
number is suspect as the Palestinian leadership is known to misrepresent its
population figures, the Palestinian birthrate is not what it was and there is
a steady exodus of Palestinians leaving for greener pastures.

On the Jewish side, the “settlements” – in reality now, long-established
villages, towns and cities – are growing through a combination of natural
births and new families moving in.  According to recent reports by
Jonathan Tobin, editor-in-chief of the online Jewish News Syndicate, and
journalist Josh Hasten in the February 2 edition of the same publication,
the latest edition of the West Bank Jewish Population Stats Report,  as well
as a different study put out by the Peace Now group, show that the Jewish
population of Judea and Samaria is rapidly approaching half a million peo-
ple. In just the last five years, that population has increased by 17%.  And
with the addition of approximately 325,000 who Jews live in parts of
Jerusalem that were “illegally occupied by Jordan from 1949 to 1967”, that
means that approximately 10% of Israel’s Jewish population is comprised
of people considered “illegal settlers” by some in the international com-
munity.

Based on the report’s projections, noted Hasten, who is the official
English language spokesperson for the Gush Etzion Regional
Council,“more than 1 million Jewish Israelis will live in the West Bank by
the year 2045”.

“Those Jewish population numbers makes any (peace plan) based on a
mass evacuation of the settlements a fantasy,” Tobin pointed out.  ”The
notion of a wholesale Israeli retreat to the 1967 lines is out of the question.
That’s not only because the collapse of Oslo and Palestinian terror con-
vinced a consensus of Israelis stretching from the center-left to the right
that giving up security control of the West Bank was not so much ill-
advised as insane. It’s also a function of the fact that it would simply be
impossible to shift hundreds of thousands of Jews out of their homes in
order to create another Jew-free independent Palestinian state to add to the
one that already exists in all but name in Gaza.

Tobin added however that “as the Trump foreign-policy team showed,
that didn’t necessarily mean that a two-state solution was theoretically
impossible. Their plan was rejected by the Palestinians and widely derided
by Biden’s establishment-centered advisers as unrealistic and too pro-
Israeli. But as the population studies show, it’s actually the only possible
plan that is rooted in a reality that cannot be denied: If the Palestinians
want a deal, it will have to be one that accepts that the settlements—the
blocs located close to the 1967 lines and the more remote ones, as well as
Jerusalem’s Jewish neighborhoods they also claim must be theirs—will
remain within the Jewish state under any circumstances.

“The choice for peace remains, as it always has been, in the hands of the
Palestinians themselves. It is they who must either agree to share the land
with the Jews or lose more ground, as they have been gradually doing for
decades. Having already rejected more generous offers from Ehud Barak
in 2000 and 2001, and Ehud Olmert in 2008, they will again be forced to
look back on Trump’s offer as the best possible deal they could have got-
ten at the time.”

Hi Bernie,

Thank you for the article on the IHRA’s definition of antisemitism.
Please note that I  became a member of Canada’s delegation to the IHRA
in 2014 after Canada became a full member of the organization and not in
2009, as stated in the article. Also, regarding the history of the definition,
it was the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights that developed
an earlier version of the definition in 2005, with further developments
through the London Declaration in 2009 and the Ottawa Protocol of 2011.
The final version of the IHRA definition was adopted by IHRA in 2016.

The Jewish Heritage Centre will be presenting an exciting program about
the definition on April 25th at 2 pm CDT. It will feature a panel of inter-
national experts on the subject:

Alina Bricman Director, EU Affairs at B’nai B’rith International
(Brussels)

Andre Oboler CEO, Online Hate Prevention Institute (Melbourne)
Leon Saltiel Coordinator on Countering Antisemitism, World Jewish

Congress (Geneva)
Juliane Wetzel Chair, IHRA Committee on Antisemitism and Holocaust

Denial (Berlin)

Thank you,
Belle Jarniewski

Hi Bernie,

On behalf of Chai, Rady JCC and Beyachad, thank you very much for
providing the full page ad in your March 17th issue for our Yom
Ha’atzmaut Dance & Music Convention. We appreciate you helping to get
the word out to the community so everyone has an opportunity to partici-
pate in this full day of workshops that people can enjoy from their homes.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

Regards,
Reeva Nepon

LETTERS

A Brooklyn Hasidic rabbi is under
investigation for promoting child marriage 

March 26, 2021 (JTA) — A Brooklyn
rabbi is under investigation for allegedly
arranging marriages between children as
young as 15 years old.

The Forward reported Thursday that the
New York Police Department and
Administration of Child Services are look-
ing into the accusations against Yoel Roth,
who runs Yeshiva Tiferes Hatorah in the
Williamsburg neighborhood as well as a
community in upstate Liberty, where many
of the young couples he allegedly has mar-
ried off now live.

Frimet Goldberger, a writer who grew up
in the Hasidic community, posted about the
practice earlier this month, sharing a pic-
ture of a newly engaged couple: The girl is
17 and the boy is 15.

“I am sharing this photo so you know
what underage forced marriage looks
like,” Goldberger wrote.

While men and women in Hasidic com-
munities typically marry young, marriages
are generally not done before the age of 18. In New York state, one must
be 18 years old to marry, though a 17-year-old can marry with a court’s
permission.

According to the Forward, Roth believes that boys should be married off
at a young age to prevent them from masturbating. Former followers of
Roth said he arranged marriages without permission from the parents of the
bride and groom, and often does not allow parents to decide the date of the
wedding or even to know the age of their child’s future spouse.

Roth’s secretary, Shaul Indig, denied the claims to the Forward.
“If you do something good, there’s always people who criticize you,” he

said.
The NYPD and Administration of Child Services declined to provide

specific information about the investigations to the Forward.

Photo shared on Twitter
by Frimet Goldberger of
the 15-year-old boy and
17-year-old girl
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stories about Ted’s childhood. Suffice to
say that it was a happy one – especially his
many summers spent at the family cottage
in Gimli, where Ted became an expert

swimmer – and eventually a swimming instructor himself.
Moving on to Ted’s university years, once again he failed to demonstrate

any apparent ability that might have suggested he was going to become a
fabulously successful physician. Here’s what he has to say about his first
attempt to get into medicine:

“I took three years of university in Science and got a BSc Bachelor of
Science degree. I applied to Medicine, but my marks were not high enough,
so I was not accepted. The average needed to be over 68. 

“My dad suggested that I speak to the head of Medicine, Dr. John
Gemmel, for his advice. He suggested I take Physiological Psych, a diffi-
cult course that would help me once I got into Med school. I decided to do
a pre-masters in Zoology and apply again next year.  One of my professors
was Dr. Harvey Wiseman. I asked him the same question: ‘What should I
take in order to get into Medicine?’ His answer was if you take physiolog-
ic psych you’ll never get in but rather you should take a bunch of half
courses - which I did. They were amongst the best courses I had in univer-
sity and served me well when I was in Medicine. One course was the
History of Music where the professor said, ‘Don’t take any notes, just lis-
ten to the music and listen through my lectures. The exam will be the same
as it was over the last three years. Get old exam questions and study them
and you’ll pass.’ “

As events transpired, Ted did apply himself fully in Medicine. It was also
during his time in medical school that he married Harriet Jacob, who went
on to fashion her own career as a teacher and more recently, as a success-
ful potter. Ted notes that Harriet “hand made all of the Mezzuzot for the
Simkin Centre rooms and for the Gray Academy.”

Now, while reading about a doctor’s career is something that might not
always make for the most scintillating reading, in Ted’s case he was at the
forefront of so many breakthroughs in ultrasound technology that I would
be remiss not to mention some of his achievements.

Again, here’s an excerpt from Ted’s bio: “In 1969 I entered radiology as
a first-year resident and as a section head of Diagnostic Ultrasound. I con-
tinued in that role for 25 years. I introduced ultrasound in all Manitoba hos-
pitals. I was the consultant to Manitoba Health on the orderly expansion of
ultrasound. In other provinces there was less of a structured rollout of ultra-
sound services. There was also a rapid expansion of private practice ultra-
sound in other provinces but none in Manitoba. This made for a higher
quality ultrasound service in Manitoba.  I introduced all aspects of ultra-
sound examinations of the head, chest, heart, abdomen, pelvis and limbs.”

In 1996 Ted also began working with General Electric on the develop-
ment of a new ultrasound machine that GE’s CEO at the time, Jack Welch,
wanted to market – with the aim of making GE a world leader in the pro-
duction of ultrasound machines. Ted was already a leading member of the
RSNA (Radiology Society of North America), so when he decided to work
with GE on the development of its ultrasound machines, he was able to
convince the RSNA to have all its images come through the ultrasound
department at the Health Sciences Centre, which had recently acquired 13
brand new ultrasound machines altogether for only $1 million.

(In 1996 the HSC purchased 13 of the new GE ultrasound scanners for
only $1 million. Ted worked with GE to help improve and market their
equipment, explaining that “They put a specialist in our department for 6
weeks and at the RSNA convention for the next 5 years all of the GE
images came from our dept. Each year the GE Ultrasound CEO, myself and
one other physician travelled around the world lecturing in at least a dozen
cities.”)

Eventually, as is usually the case with any individual who has had an out-
standing career in a rarefied field, the honours started to flow in for Ted
Lyons. 

In 2008, for instance, he was given the Order of Canada for Health Care
while, in 2012, he was given the Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Medal.

In 2014 he was given the Saul Kanee Distinguished Community Service
award by the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.

In 2016 he was given a Lifetime Achievement Award by  the University
of Manitoba.

It was with his assuming the presidency of Shaarey Zedek Congregation
in 1999 though, that Ted began a period of very active involvement in the
Jewish community here that has continued unabated ever since.

At various times within the past 30 years Ted has served on the boards of:
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University, the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg (including a stint as president, from 2005-2007), United Israel
Appeal Federations Canada, Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, Asper Jewish
Community Campus, the Conservative Yeshiva Rabbinical School of
Canada and, most recently, the board of the Simkin Centre.

It was during his period of involvement at the Simkin Centre, in particu-
lar, that Ted Lyons’ administrative skills were brought into play at a crucial
time during what was a very troubling period for the Simkin Centre.
Together with Jonathan Kroft, Ted was able to initiate a thorough review of
every aspect of how the Simkin Centre was run, which led to a complete

overhaul of systems management in every respect. In speaking of that peri-
od Ted pays great tribute to the contribution made by Elaine (Meller)
Todres in coming up with the recommendations that paved the way for the
management system that is now in place at the Simkin Centre.

When I spoke with Ted though, what I wanted to hear from him in par-
ticular was his affinity for Israel and the reason that the project for which
funds from this year’s Negev Gala will go is of such special significance to
both him and Harriet.

The project is titled “The Bervin JNF Canada House of Excellence”. To
be built in Sderot, which is the community that has always been the most
immediate target of missiles launched over the years from the Gaza Strip,
this particular facility is intended to “serve as an after-school education,
empowerment, and enrichment centre for high school students from Sderot
and its surroundings, who will be provided with the necessary tools and
skills for personal and scholastic success.”

Ted mentioned to me that this year, all JNF Galas across Canada are com-
bining to allocate funds to this particular project. Of the overall cost of $4
million to build the Bervin House, over half will be coming from JNF
Canada. And – of that amount, over $1.3 million has already been raised
from Winnipeg donors.

In an email to me, JNF Manitoba-Saskatchewan Executive Director
David Greaves, offered that the naming of the project “Bervin” is in hon-
our of the late Berdie and Irvin Cohen, for which someone has donated $1
million (but who wishes to remain anonymous).

As to how Ted and Harriet became acquainted first hand with the Sderot
project, Ted explains that, in the fall of 2019 he and Harriet were on a visit
to Israel for their granddaughter’s bat mitzvah when they were taken by
JNF on a visit to a similar project in Nof Hagalil. They were so impressed
with what they saw going on at that project, Ted says, they decided that a
similar project would be something with which they wanted to be involved.

I asked David Greaves whether the JNF is involved in similar projects
around Israel? He responded: “Yes, Beit KKL as they are known generi-
cally. Ted and Harriet visited the first one at Nof HaGalil in 2019. The suc-
cess of that one prompted KKL to commit to building a number of them in
the periphery of Israel. The next one slated is the one that JNF Canada
committed to partner with and which is now named Bervin JNF Canada
House of Excellence.”

What excited Ted about the Bervin House project was that it will offer
“kids in Sderot the extra schooling that will help them get into a better unit
in the army or to get into university” - opportunities that are normally avail-
able only to kids in large urban centres in Israel.

Apparently it was when Russian immigrants to Israel began arriving en
masse during the 1990s that the idea of setting up after school programs to
offer students extra training, especially in subjects like math and science,
and the idea of these special after-schools programs took hold. 

Toward the end of my conversation with Ted Lyons I remarked upon the
close friendships he has maintained over the years with a group of boys
with whom he grew up, of whom some were: Michael Nozick, Elliot
Rodin, Gerry Posner, Sheldon Gillman, Larry Booke, Arnold Popeski and
Irv Tessler. (Ted also mentioned quite a few other names at various times
as we talked. He said that he still maintains close friendships with almost
everyone whom he was friends with when they were youngsters and that
what he values most are the friendships he made while he was in AZA
Toppers.)

“It was a small Jewish community – and our mothers were all friends,”
Ted notes. “So we grew up together, we played together, we went to clubs
together. In fact, six of us go together to Palm Springs in March (not last
year or this year, he points out). We’ve all stayed friends over the years. We
grew up in a special time – when you developed friends, and you stayed
friends.”

As much as Ted Lyons has achieved well-deserved recognition for his
many accomplishments, his attachment to Winnipeg and the friends with
whom he grew up have kept him totally level-headed. He says that he had
the opportunity to move to Toronto (as well as other cities in Canada and
the US) and assume a very important position there, but in the end, he and
Harriet realized that “family was important to us. I could do all the things
I wanted to do career-wise here – and also get involved with the Jewish
community here.”

“We are fortunate to have our children (Mara  (Sheldon) and  Sami
(Rose)) and our five grandchildren in Winnipeg with us,”  he adds.

As I came to the end of our conversation, I said to Ted that his story is
such an interesting one – and he’s not afraid to poke fun at himself in telling
it, that he ought to consider writing a memoir. I’m betting there would be a
huge interest in reading the story of someone who has contributed so much
to our community – all the while being able to look back with amusement
at how unlikely a prospect that would have been when he was younger. If
you’re younger – and thinking that there’s no hope for you to amount to
anything of substance, take heart from Ted Lyons’ story. All that it took was
avoiding taking a course in Physiological Psych in favour of some easy half
courses – where the professor told you not to bother taking notes. If only I
had known!

Ted Lyons
(Continued from page 1.)



We live in a time of
bitter disagree-

ments which are affect-
ing families and friend-
ships.  But, Rabbi Yossi
Benarroch, Adas
Yeshurun Herzlia con-
gregation’s spiritual
leader, notes that there
is another way – the

Jewish way of argument.

“We seem to have lost the ability to disagree
with civility,” he observes.  “We all have differ-
ences – but we also have much in common.  The
Jewish way is to try to identify what we have in
common and build on that for the betterment of
the community.  In the evolution of our religious
tradition, there has always been disagreement.
The challenge has always been to use those dis-
agreements to help clarify what we believe in.”

In a joint statement, Rabbi Benarroch and his
fellow rabbis who constitute the Winnipeg
Council of Rabbis are inviting interested readers
to join them in a study of the culture of construc-
tive disagreement, or “mahloketl’shem shamay-
im”, as it is known in Hebrew. 

“Mahloket” is the Hebrew term for such dis-
agreements and that is the name that Winnipeg’s
Council of Rabbis is applying to a new virtual
lecture series – beginning on Wednesday, April 7,
which will explore the different sides of current
hot topics in our world.

“We will use resources to study some of the
primary texts about constructive mahlohket and
its roots in the ancient Sanhedrin, the Jewish
court or parliament,” Benarroch explains. “This

way, different communities from diverse ideo-
logical, geographical, political and denomina-
tional backgrounds can learn from one another.”

The program, “Malokhet Matters: How to
Disagree Constructively”. is inspired by a pro-
gram of the same name pioneered by the Pardes
Institute of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem.
Benarroch notes that one of his congregants,
Harvey Cohen, was familiar with the course and
suggested to his rabbi that the Winnipeg rab-
binate might consider creating something similar
here.

Over the past year, the five rabbis leading our
community’s four major congregations, have put
aside their own religious differences and come
together to offer programming for the communi-
ty as a whole.  Similarly, for “Malokhet Matters“,
each of the five rabbis will present one session.

Rabbi Benarroch’s topic, on April 7, will be (to
paraphrase Shakespeare) “To meet or not to
meet?”  His presentation will be followed by
Temple Shalom’s Rabbi Allan Finkel talking
about choosing between war and peace on April
21; Rabbi Kliel Rose of Congregation Etz
Chayim discussing  xenophobia (fear of the
other) as comparted to national security on April
28th; and  the Shaarey Zedek’s Rabbis Anibal
Mass and Matthew Leibl contrasting coexistence
versus separation and “fake news as compared to
uncovering the truth” on May 5 and May 12
respectively.

To register, go to Congregation Etz Chayim’s
facebook page.  The fee for participation is $40.
Registration is being capped at 30 participants
per session so you may want to book early.
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Winnipeg rabbis exploring disagreement in a Jewish context

By

MYRON LOVE
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World-renowned geneticist  Dr. Cheryl Greenberg charged 
with developing new Prairies province diagnostic partnership

For Harvey Minuk, the Ashkenazi Synagogue - and the Minuk family,
have remained integral to his life even after he left Winnipeg

By MYRON LOVE

The Federal Government, in the person of The
Honourable François-Philippe Champagne,

Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry, recently
announced funding for the creation of a Canadian
Prairie Metabolic Network (CPMN), linking genetic
researchers in Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Edmonton and
Calgary. One of the individuals chosen to lead the pro-
ject is internationally-known pediatric geneticist Dr.
Cheryl Rockman-Greenberg.  

“I am honoured to have been given this new respon-
sibility,” notes Rockman-Greenberg, a longstanding
academic clinician and member of our Jewish commu-
nity for more than 40 years.  “I am very excited to be
part of this project,” she says. “We believe that through
this clinical network we will demonstrate that a
“genomics first” diagnostic approach when considering a hereditary meta-
bolic disorder will greatly enhance the timely care and outcomes for our
patients in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.”

She reports that she and her colleagues – including those at partner orga-
nizations Shared Health Manitoba, Genome Prairie - a non-profit organiza-
tion that supports stakeholders across Manitoba and Saskatchewan -,
Discovery DNA, a genetics company based in Calgary which will provide
diagnostic services, and Genome Alberta - first learned that they had
received the grant in February although the formal announcement was
delivered in early March.

Rockman-Greenberg is originally from Montreal. She received her med-
ical degree at McGill.  In Winnipeg, she wears several hats - as a research
scientist at the Children’s Hospital Research Institute of Manitoba,
Distinguished Professor in both the Department of Pediatrics and Child
Health and the Department of Biochemistry and Medical Genetics at the
University of Manitoba’s Max Rady College of Medicine.  In her research

she has identified the molecular source of some of
Manitoba’s most devastating inherited diseases. As noted
in her University of Manitoba biography, much of her
research has involved newborn screening, which allows for
pre-symptomatic detection of metabolic genetic disorders
that are amenable to effective treatment, if detected before
symptoms appear.

She points out that the CPMN is the fifth regional All-
for-One precision health partnership - making the program
pan-Canadian, spanning  coast-to-coast. The goal of the
health partnerships is to improve the health and wellness of
Canadians with serious genetic conditions by enabling
access to a timely and accurate genomic-based diagnosis.

“There is a lot of work to be done,” says Rockman-
Greenberg of the establishment of the new initiative.  The
paperwork still has to be completed.  Then, we will set up

in Winnipeg first before linking up with our colleagues in Saskatoon,
Edmonton and Calgary.”

The government statement concerning the creation of CPMN points out
that more than 6,000 patients in the Prairies, primarily children,  are affect-
ed by inborn errors of metabolism (IEM), rare genetic diseases caused by
mutations in either the nuclear or mitochondrial genome. “Throughout the
Prairie provinces,” the statement observes, “there is a limited local capaci-
ty for next-generation sequencing, causing delays which limit the benefits
of early diagnosis, early treatment and improved outcomes. These delays
result in adverse outcomes in patients. The CPMN aims to ensure the time-
ly and more cost-effective delivery of innovative and relevant genomic
testing in the Prairies, including rapid, inexpensive mitochondrial DNA
testing not available elsewhere.”

“We hope by combining our resources that we will be able to offer faster
and more accurate diagnoses and better access to new treatments,”
Rockman-Greenberg says.

When you talk of ex-
Winnipeggers who have

more than a fond spot in their
hearts for the city, their past, their
family and identity, look no fur-
ther than Harvey Minuk, a central
figure in that very large and well
known Minuk clan so evident in

Winnipeg and now beyond. Minuk oozes with what is the
essence of Winnipeg life and I suggest he is transforming
Toronto one house at a time.

His beginning might have given us a clue as to what would
follow since he was delivered at home by his own father at
2 Mellish Avenue on a cold February day. Right away you
knew this kid would be different. Dad was Bert Minuk -
married to the former Lola Fashler. Minuk grew up in Garden City, later
moving from Mellish to Forest Park Drive. Along the way, he not only
attended Jefferson Junior High and later Garden City Collegiate, but he
developed friends that have remained to this day. These relationships exist
because Minuk feels strongly about Jewish traditions, such as justice and
welcoming the stranger. His choice of friends represents these two Jewish
ideals.  He stays in touch with his old Forest Park neighbours, Shelley and
Len Hirsch, as well as Chaim Raber. This is very Winnipeg. 

Integral to his growing up years were his sporting activities, including
playing baseball at the Garden City Community Centre, hockey at the West
Kildonan Arena, as well as street hockey on his street. To this day Harvey
has cherished memories of walking to play hockey in the dark morning
with a stick over his shoulder, blades up and skates dangling from the end. 

Now, if you know anything about Winnipeg, you know the Minuks were
a large bunch, and a tight one. The High Holidays at the Ashkenazi
Synagogue on Burrows Avenue were veritable Minuk- run services, given
their numbers and their Kohanim status. This applied to major simchas as
well. As Harvey tells it, “My friend Avrum Pollock and I share a joke that,
forget the Ketubah, a Winnipeg Jewish wedding needs at least one Pollock
and Minuk as witnesses so that it can be considered official.” 

And, at most of the Jewish weddings in Winnipeg in the day, that likely
was the case. Another place of assembly was Gimli, or more specifically

Loni Beach, where Ruthie and Hy Sirkis and Dora and
Keppy Steiman, along with Ruby and Sam Minuk and their
respective families, all part of the Minuk mishapacha gath-
ered regularly. 

Harvey graduated from the University of Manitoba with a
BA in both Psychology and Economics. He apprenticed with
his father and Uncle Bill Minuk in what was then a premier
real estate agency in Winnipeg:  Park Realty. (Many readers
will recall that name.)

Harvey then headed off to McGill for an MBA programme.
As Harvey puts it, “ It was a weird feeling being the only
Minuk in the Montreal phone book.” Upon graduating with
a Finance major, Harvey headed off to Toronto and the then
Midland Doherty company (later Merrill Lynch), followed

by a stint at the Bank of Montreal in its real estate group. 
About 12 years ago Harvey met Summer Nudel, whom he married five

years ago. Harvey is  now a step-father to Cleo.

Ultimately, Harvey was recruited to become the first Canadian hire at the
GE Capital Real Estate Group. But. in 1988, Minuk decided to start out on
his own with his company, First Place Capital Inc., which drew Harvey
Minuk into valuations, consulting, development work and in large part, res-
idential renovations. The company evolved and today still involves both
Harvey as the general contractor and prime shaker and mover, along with
Summer, who handles social media, photography and administration.  

Harvey has also brought with him to Toronto his Winnipeg Lubavitch
Ahkenazai roots to a Toronto synagogue called the Junction Shul. The
impact of the time spent at synagogue in his Winnipeg days and the death
of his brother Randy Minuk some nine years ago caused Harvey to take on
a more observant lifestyle than in the past.

Surprisingly, he even makes challah and is a proficient cholent maker.
How many Minuks can make that statement? But what is the most constant
and unwavering part of Harvey’s life is his connection to Winnipeg, his
past, friendships and of course, his family. Harvey’s father, Bert Minuk, is
still active and once the pandemic has ended, you can bet as sure as there
is a Minuk davening at the Ashkenazi on the High Holidays, that Harvey
Minuk will be back in town to visit with his friends and the many Minuks.

By

GERRY POSNER

Dr. CHERYL GREENBERG

HARVEY MINUK
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Film producer Corey Marr’s new release draws inspiration from Leonard Cohen
By MYRON LOVE

Filmmakers Corey Marr and Matthew Bissonnette
have just released their newest production,

“Death of a Ladies’ Man” to general acclaim.
Former Winnipegger Marr reports that the film –
which was unveiled in Canada on March 12th has
garnered several positive reviews, is currently #6 on
the iTunes charts, and has a 100% score on the pop-
ular ratings site Rotten Tomatoes.

The movie, starring internationally acclaimed star
Gabriel Byrne (“The Usual Suspects”, “In
Treatment”) and Canadian actress Jessica Paré (who
may be best known for her role as Mrs. Don Draper
in “Mad Men”) tells the story of a carousing college
professor whose life takes a series of unimaginable
turns when he begins to have surreal hallucinations
and learns he may not be long for this world.  “Death
of a Ladies’ Man” is a Canadian-Irish co-production
inspired by the work of great Canadian poet Leonard Cohen, and notes
Marr, features some of his best known songs. Cohen gave Marr his bless-
ing to use the music in the film before his death in 2016.

“We actually finished filming in 2019,” Marr says.  “Our initial plan was
to unveil the film at the annual Toronto International Film Festival last
September, and follow it with a large theatrical release. The pandemic had
other plans for all of us.”

To help promote “Death of a Ladies’ Man”, Marr, a former ad man and
a musician himself (guitar and piano) contacted a number of leading
Canadian recording artists about doing covers of their favourite Cohen
songs.  “We have been releasing one video a day since the movie’s release,”
he says.  “The artists have tens of thousands of followers on their plat-
forms.  This has really helped to raise awareness about the film.  The
response has been fantastic.” The series includes covers of Cohen songs by
Ron Sexsmith, Whitehorse, Jenn Grant, Dan Mangan, and others, andn can
now be viewed on the YouTube channel for “Death of a Ladies’ Man”.

The Toronto-based Marr launched Corey Marr Productions about 15
years ago after transitioning from advertising into film production.  The son
of David and Terri Marr and father of two boys notes that he  always had a
creative bent, starting with music and acting while growing up in
Winnipeg.  The Grant Park High School grad first left Winnipeg in 1993,
after a couple of years of study at the University of Manitoba, to finish his
B.A. in Toronto and study Creative Advertising. He returned to his home-
town in ’97 for a couple of years before relocating permanently to Toronto.

Before hooking up with Matthew Bissonnette, Marr learned the ropes of
filmmaking through development positions at Water Pictures and Heroic
Film Company and as the assistant to Academy Award-winning producer
Craig Zadan. He has also made a couple of short films. 

Marr and Bissonnette met at a film festival. “We spoke about doing a fea-
ture film together,” Marr recalls.  “Matthew sent me a script and we were
on our way.”

Marr notes that their first collaboration – “Who Loves the Sun” – which
was released in 2006 – was filmed in Winnipeg Beach and Kenora.

“We did some of the filming on an island in
Kenora,” Marr recalls.  “We actually hired B’nai
Brith Camp staff to ferry cast and crew to and from
the island.”

Marr himself is a Massad graduate and he attrib-
utes a lot of his creative drive to his years spent at
the camp. “Massad is a place where the creative
spirit can flourish.” He served as camp director for
one summer in 1996 and is looking forward to
attending Massad’s 70th anniversary reunion next
year.

The award-winning “Who Loves the Sun” played
numerous film festivals before being released the-
atrically and selling internationally.

The second collaboration between Marr and
Bissonnette was the Los Angeles-set indie road trip
film “Passenger Side”, starring Adam Scott. The
movie was described by L.A. Weekly as “a thinking

man’s Judd Apatow flick” and by The Hollywood Reporter as “a poignant
portrait of sibling rivalry and affection”.  The film premiered at the Los
Angeles Film Festival.  “Passenger Side” won the City TV Award for Best
Canadian Film at the Edmonton International Film Festival and was named
to “Canada’s Top Ten” by the Toronto International Film Festival.
Following a successful theatrical run in Canada, the film was released
internationally.

“Death of a Ladies’ Man” has its U.S. premiere on March 20th. The film
has been given the prestigious opening night slot at the Cinequest Film and
Creativity festival in California. The virtual screening will be accompanied
by a live introduction with star Gabriel Byrne and a live Q+A with
writer/director Bissonnette, producer Marr and actor Jessica Paré.

Marr reports that the film is currently playing in select theatres across
Canada and is available on Apple TV/iTunes, GooglePlay, and everywhere
you rent and buy movies.

Celluloid Dreams, which handles international sales on the Gabriel
Byrne-starring film, negotiated deals with Transmission Films in Australia
and DDDream in China. The project was also picked up in Germany
(MFA), Austria (Polyfilm and MFA), Switzerland (MFA), Russia
(Kinologistika), China (DDDream), Middle East (Front Row), and the
Balkans (Cinemania). In Australia and Zealand, the film will be released
theatrically on May 20.

It was financed by Telefilm Canada, Monte Rosso Productions, SODEC,
Fís Éireann/Screen Ireland, The Canada Media Fund, Ontario Creates, Bell
Media’s Crave and the Harold Greenberg Fund, CBC Films and the
Western Regional Audiovisual Producer’s Fund (WRAP Fund), and devel-
oped with the assistance of Telefilm Canada and the Harold Greenberg
Fund.

In addition to his feature films, Marr over the years has produced content
for Nike USA and worked on various television projects.  He has also been
associated with Canadaland, a news site and podcast network, funded by its
audience, which focuses on Canadian media, news, current affairs, and pol-
itics.

Jonathan Pollard says Jews ‘will always have dual loyalty’ 
and would counsel young Jews to consider spying for Israel

March 25, 2021 (JTA) — Jonathan
Pollard, the convicted spy for Israel whose
story haunted the American Jewish com-
munity’s relations with the U.S. govern-
ment for decades, is unrepentant.

“The bottom line on this charge of dual
loyalty is, I’m sorry, we’re Jews, and if
we’re Jews, we will always have dual loy-
alty,” Pollard said in an interview pub-
lished Thursday in Israel Hayom, his first
extensive remarks since his release from
prison in 2015.

Pollard recalled how much of the Jewish
leadership did not stand up for him follow-
ing his 1985 arrest, when he was a civilian
analyst for the U.S. Navy who was found to
be spying for Israel.

“If you’re outside Israel, then you live in a society in which you are basi-
cally considered unreliable,” he said.

The U.S. Jewish leadership eventually softened in its outlook, and some
Jewish leaders lobbied for Pollard’s release, saying his life sentence was
excessive.

Pollard’s full interview was published Friday. March 26. In an earlier
excerpt published by Israel Hayom, he said he knew he “crossed a line”
when he relayed the information to Israel, but added that he believed the
United States was withholding from Israel intelligence critical to its secu-

rity.
Pollard’s arrest and eventual conviction com-

plicated ties between U.S. Jews and sectors of
the government. Jews seeking entry into or
advancement in the national security apparatus
were often rebuffed, with Pollard cited as the
reason. The Pollard narrative in part drove the
espionage charges brought in 2004 against two
top staffers for the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee — a case that fell apart, but
drastically changed how AIPAC operated.

Pollard suggested that Jews were deluding
themselves if they thought of America as a
home and suggested he would counsel a young
U.S. Jew working in the American security

apparatus to spy for Israel.
“I’d tell him, not doing anything is unacceptable. So simply going home

[to Israel] is not acceptable. Making aliyah is not acceptable,” Pollard said.
“You have to make a decision whether your concern for Israel and loyalty
to Israel and loyalty to your fellow Jews is more important than your life.”

Pollard was paroled from his life sentence in 2015. The terms of his
parole were not renewed last year and he flew to Israel, where Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu greeted him at the airport. Sheldon Adelson,
the late owner of Israel Hayom, provided a private plane for Pollard to fly
to Israel.

Jonathan Pollard being greeted by Prime Minister
Netanyahu upon his arrival in Israel in January

COREY MARR
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JAQUELINE ANN (JACKIE) GORENSTEIN
With incredible sad-

ness, we announce the
sudden and tragic loss of
Jackie Gorenstein, on
Saturday, March 13,
2021.

Jackie was born on
May 17, 1940, in
Winnipeg, MB.  She
grew up on McAdam
Avenue, surrounded by
family, friends and a very
close-knit community.  

Jackie was blessed with
a full and precious life.  She was fiercely proud of
her career as a fundraiser, and spent many years
volunteering, after her retirement.

Her favourite activities were playing bridge and
mahj with her many, many friends, planning menus
and hosting a never-ending array of dinner parties, as
well as playing cards with her grandchildren, of
whom she was so proud.

Jackie loved her synagogue in Ottawa (Kehillat
Beit Israel), where she was a member for many
years, as well as her “winter shul”, B’nai Torah, in
Boca Raton, Florida. Her faith and her family were
the most cherished aspects of her life.

Jackie was known for her warmth and kindness,
generosity of spirit, and love of life.  She could
always be counted on for a smile, a willingness to
help in any situation, an apple crisp, “nothings”, or
mandelbroit (Jewish biscotti). 

Jackie leaves behind Burt, her devoted husband of
over 60 years, her loving children Alan, Karen and
Joanne, the apples-of-her-eye - her grandchildren
Daniel, Ehryn, Carter and Sacha, as well as her
brother Gary Hyman (Miriam Corne) and her sister-
in-law Libby Gillman (Garry), and many nieces,
nephews, and cousins.

In Jackie’s memory, we would appreciate
donations made to either the Ottawa Kosher Food
Bank, or the Ottawa Jewish Community School.
Jackie was suddenly taken from us way too soon.  It
is a tragic loss that she will not be able to share in her
grandchildren’s future goals and dreams. She was an
incredibly special woman, mother and grandmother
and will be lovingly remembered and always missed.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Memoriams, and Unveilings

$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo: $15
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

CYNTHIA DIANE BLUMAN
Cynthia Diane Bluman (née Caplan) passed away

on March 9, 2021 in Vancouver, after briefly
suffering from an aggressive form of cancer. She is
survived and greatly missed by her husband George,
sons David (Olga) and Benjamin (Lara),
grandchildren Shoshana, Ruth, Emet and Ari, brother
Tom Caplan (Brenda), sister Debbie Israel (Robert),
brother-in-law Bob Bluman (Nancy) and many
loving nephews, nieces, and cousins. She was
predeceased by her parents Ben and Esther Caplan. 

Cynthia was born in Calgary on Oct. 15, 1947. She
grew up in Winnipeg where she attended Talmud
Torah and Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate. She
completed a double Honours degree in English and
French literature at the University of Manitoba. She
also studied at the Sorbonne and University of Paris.
She had an extensive career as a teacher of language.
She started out teaching French in Brandon and
Winnipeg, Manitoba.  Cynthia enthusiastically
taught English as a second language and later basic
education at Concordia University, UBC, Fraser
Pacific College and Vancouver Community College. 

She and George were married in September 1979.
She was dedicated to her family and the Jewish
community. She served on the Board of
Congregation Beth Israel, where she attended
services regularly, often happily being called up to
the Torah as the Kohen. She was also very involved
in the wider Jewish community, including leadership
positions in ORT. Even while working full time, she
always made sure to join her sons for lunch each day.
She was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, sister
and aunt, and will be missed greatly. 

Memorial donations may be  made to the Rabbi
Infeld Discretionary Fund at Congregation Beth
Israel, Jewish Family Services, VGH & UBC
Hospital Foundation, or any charity of your choice.

SANDY  CHOCHINOV
It is with profound and

overwhelming sadness
we announce the peaceful
passing of Sandy Alan
Chochinov, Sunday,
March 14, 2021, at home
in Winnipeg surrounded
by his wife Lori and son
Joachim Storm.

Sandy leaves his loving
and supportive family to
mourn: Mom Gertie
Chochinov; his sister
Heather Chochinov, (Terry

Calof); his brother Barry (Sharla) Chochinov; nieces
and nephews, Jesse, Mallory (Justin), Lindsay
(Colin), Kai (Lauren); great-nephew and nieces,
Jayden, Harper and Maverick; his in-laws, Lorraine
and Pete Harder; and the Harder and Sinclair fami-
lies. 

Along with many, many relatives, friends and col-
leagues.

He was predeceased by his one-of-a-kind father,
Stormin Norman Chochinov.

A Canadian musician since 1968, Sandy bravely
followed his passion for music - which was like
breathing for him. He played the electric bass with
his own unique style, sound and tone unlike any
other. 

He toured, recorded and performed across Canada
until the late 1990s.

Sandy taught himself the art of recording, editing
and mixing his own music in his home studio for the
last 20 years. He continued to create and record
music, playing bass, beats, guitar and keys, along
with many of his musical brothers and sisters, pro-
ducing 17 projects to date. 

Sandy worked for Child and Family Services as a
family support worker for 20 years where he inspired
many young people and their families to never give
up and to always follow their dreams.

Sandy was a champion for the vulnerable and the
less fortunate and he honestly and fearlessly advo-
cated for every single one of them. He continuously
put others first and lived and enjoyed every moment
of his life to the fullest.

He loved being outside in nature, leaving only his
footprints behind.

He was full of peace, love, humility - a kind and
gentle soul.

A loyal lifelong friend to many, a loving, funny
and dedicated son, son-in-law, brother, brother-in-
law, and uncle. 

An unconditional father to Joachim Storm and the
love of Lori’s life.

Sandy made the world a better place just by being
him and he will be deeply missed by all.

“ ...all we have is this moment to be alive
reach out before it passes and it’s gone.
BE STRONG”

-Sandy Chochinov, 2020
Donations can be made to Winnipeg Harvest or

Siloam Mission.

LOIS ACKERMAN 
June 13, 1937- March 13, 2021 at the age of 83

It is with deep sadness
that our family announces
the passing of our
beautiful mama Lois
Ackerman, at her home,
surrounded by her
children and grand-
children. 

Lois was predeceased
by her loving husband
Sidney Ackerman, mother
Gertie, and father Edward
Winestock. Lois leaves
behind to cherish her

memory her three gems, Ron, Karen (Jerry) and Ruth
(Tom). Lois will be greatly missed by her
grandchildren, Milan, Jared, Cassie (Yona), Evan,
Dustin, Tanner and Aidan. Lois also leaves to mourn
her loving sister Elaine Goldberg (Sy), brother Earl
Winestock (Penny), and brother-in-law Harvey
Ackerman. Lois will be remembered by her extremely
close relationship with all her extended family and
friends.

Graveside funeral service was held March 15, 2021
at Shaarey Zedek Cemetery, officiated by Rabbi Mass.
Pallbearers were Milan and Jared Ackerman, Evan
and Dustin Roitelman, Tanner and Aidan Dickie.

Many thanks to the doctors and nurses at
CancerCare Manitoba, Palliative Care and Homecare.
Appreciation is also extended to Rabbi Leibl and
Rabbi Mass.

Mom was an exceptional lady who had a special
relationship with each of her children and
grandchildren. Mom was known for her non-
judgemental ways, her compassion, open door policy
and loving kindness. She also had the best hugs in the
world!

Mom didn’t let cancer rule the past five years of her
life. She lived life to the fullest. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
CancerCare Manitoba or charity of your choice.

Love you more!

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF  MAR. 31

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILLIAN (LIL)
SINGER

who passed away
April 4, 1999

19 Days in Nisan
— Always lovingly
remembered by her daughter
Michelle and son Ron.

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MATT
BELLAN

who passed away
April 14, 2009

20 Days in Nissan
—Ever remembered by  family
and friends.

22nd Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA
WIWIERSKI

who passed away
April 16, 2020

22 Days in Nisan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed her sons, daughter-in-
law and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our beloved

SIDNEY
ACKERMAN

who passed away
April 1, 2013

21 Days in Nisan, 5774
A wonderful husband, father,
father-in-law and zaida.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children, Ron,
Karen and Jerry, Ruth and
Tom; grandchildren, Milan,
Jared, Cassie, Evan, Dustin,
Tanner, and Aidan; and
brother Harvey and sister-in-
law Corinne.

ROSE & JOE MINDELL
—Always remembered by their family and friends

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHELLEY
RUSEN

who passed away
May 2, 2005

23 Days in Nisan
— Remembered always and
deeply missed by  your
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MYRTLE

GREENBERG
who passed away

April 4, 2002
22 days in Nisan

You are forever in our hearts
and on our minds.
— Your loving children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
PARITZKY
who passed away

April 26, 2016
18 days in Nissan

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

PHILIP KIVES
Who passed away

at the age of 87 years
on April 27, 2016
19 days in Nisan

Forever in our hearts and
always in our thoughts
— Lovingly remembered every
day by his devoted and adoring
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH
KNELLER
who passed away

April 23, 2019
18 days in Nissan

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her daughter,
daughter-in-law, grandchild-
ren, great-grandchildren,
family and friends.

2nd Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

APR. 7

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GAYE SEGAL
who passed away 

April 20, 2020
26 Days in Nisan, 5780

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children, brother, sister-in-
law and family.

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GENE
TELPNER
who passed away

May 9, 2005
30 Days in Nisan

— Remembered daily and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

1st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALLAN
ADELMAN
who passed away

April 25, 2020
2 Days in Iyar

We hold on to our
wonderful memories

and the love in our hearts.
Miss you and love you forever.

—Willa, children, grand-
children and great-grand-
children

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILLIP BELL
who passed away

May 6, 2000
1st day in Iyar

—Deeply loved and missed by
daughter Lynn; grand-
children  Dr. Debbie & Dr.
Neil Pollock; and great-
grandchildren Benny, Josh,
Elliot & Shoshana.

21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GEDALIA
BERENHAUT

who passed away
May 2, 2011

28 Days in Nisan
Ten years have passed.
You are in our hearts
and in our minds
ingraned forever.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your  children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ETHEL
SOLOMON

who passed away
April 10, 1994

29 Days in Nissan
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren,  family and
friends.

In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS CONTINUED
ON NEXT PAGE

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALLAN A.
HOFFMAN
who passed away

May 5, 2008
30 Days in Nisan

Your guidance, wisdom and
humor are deeply missed.

— Loved and remembered by
his daughter, daughter-in-law
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CYRIL
MARANTZ
who passed away

April 15, 1977
27 Days in Nisan

— Irene, Jeffrey, Sarah, Ira
David, Debra, Susan, Ellen,
William and Gary Marantz.

In loving memory of

BENNY
GREENFELD

who passed away
April 17, 1958

27 Days in Nisan
whose life was snatched away
so tragically at the tender age
of  29.
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by your family &
friends.

In Memoriam
63rd Yahrzeit



Biden administration formally resumes assistance
to Palestinians with $15 million in COVID aid

March 25, 2021 WASHINGTON (JTA) — The Biden administration
formally relaunched U.S. assistance to the Palestinians with $15 million in
COVID relief.

The money, which will go to nongovernmental institutions distributing

minutes to change that
material into a tangible and
often functional piece of art
in his studio.  He prefers a

treadle wheel, which is quiet, allowing for the sounds of nature to be heard
in his studio, or for silent contemplation. 

In 2006 he and fellow potter David Krindle built a double-chambered
Bourry down-draft wood fired kiln which is the mainstay of his firing
methods. The forty-or-so hour long firing process is intimate – the kiln
requires stoking every five to ten minutes for the entire time and another
72 hours to cool, when the firing is complete. Although most of his pieces
are glazed, the firing has a greater effect than the glaze; the draft in the kiln,
type and age of the wood used, barometric pressure, how the kiln is
stacked, and the smoke and oxygen cycles during the firing all affect the
final surface of the pieces.

Susan Turner uses an entirely different medium and method of working,
yet deals with many of the same concepts; time, transitions, transforma-
tion, and permanence/impermanence.  Turner received a BFA from the
University of Manitoba, and studied typographic design at the London
College of Printing in England.  She has been active in Winnipeg’s arts
community for years; exhibiting, teaching, and curating art projects. 

Turner’s practice is rooted in the intangible and informed by concepts of
exploring boundaries, transitions, and connections.  Her images are built
using digital printmaking tools including the camera, Pixel phone, scanner,
Photoshop and Illustrator.  Images are printed on Hahnemuhle German
Etching inkjet paper, the weight and texture of which recall papers used by
artists over the centuries for etching and lithography, both mediums she has
practiced. 

Our collective experience with restrictions imposed by Covid-19 has had
an impact on Turner and her work.  The world is less certain than it was a
year ago.  It has become politically divisive and many of our expectations,
and even our existence, feel threatened.  Anxiety and grief are constant.  In
response, Turner conceived and launched a digital-only show in 2020,
Roundness, inviting artists to respond to the pandemic. Ultimately involv-
ing 24 artists from around the world, the exhibition provided Turner with
an opportunity to further explore the images of orbs created for this show
at the Buhler Gallery.  

\
These images take their references from nature and from the spheres in

Kabbalah. Her work is further informed by Abstraction which, she says,
“takes us deep within ourselves and poses questions to which answers may
be numerous or non-existent.  I investigate through the relationships of
structure, process, and materials, and through the sensuality of colour, tex-
ture, pattern, variation, and light.”  She goes further to say that her work
toggles between digital data and the material realm. 

The Buhler Gallery, a place of hope, healing and contemplation, is open
by appointment to the public. All visitors are screened at the entrance to the
Hospital to ensure everyone’s safety and comfort. To visit, contact Tanya
Gadd at tgadd.sbgh.mb.ca. Hours: 2 pm -4 pm, Monday to Thursday, and
10 am -2 pm, Friday.   To view a tour of the exhibition and conversations
with Lacovetsky and Turner visit www.galeriebuhlergallery.ca 
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
ADLER

who passed away
April 15, 2018

30 days in Nissan
Not a day goes by when I don’t
think of you.
Everywhere I go has a memory.
I miss phoning you every day
and telling you about my day.
You’ve been the best father a
son could ever have.
Forever remembered,
Your loving son Morton and
special daughter Linda.

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

BELLA FROST
who passed away

May 2, 1997
25 days in Nisan

MENDEL FROST
who passed away

April 5, 2002
24 days in Nisan

In loving memory of

SAM SHORE
who passed away

April 11, 1980
25 Days in Nissan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL H.
UNRODE
who passed away

May 1, 2005
22 Days in Nisan

— Forever in our hearts and
in our thoughts. You are sadly
missed and lovingly
remembered by daughter
Diane and granddaughters
Rachel and Lauren.

16th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
30th Yahrzeit 25th Yahrzeit

REGINA
TARGOWNIK

who passed away
April 11, 1996

22 Days in Nissan

JOE
TARGOWNIK

who passed away
April 9, 1991

25 Days in Nissan

In loving memory of In loving memory of

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JULIUS (JAKE)
KARLINSKY

who passed away
April 13, 2018

28 days in Nissan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children, grand-
children, great-grandson and
sister.

Turner/Lacovetsky
(Continued from page 2.)

Community news

medical care and food assistance in the Gaza
Strip and West Bank, reverses Trump adminis-
tration policies of all but cutting off aid to the
Palestinians, fulfilling a pledge Joe Biden made
as a presidential candidate.

By distributing the money to nongovernmental
groups, the Biden administration may be able to
circumvent laws that ban aid to the Palestinian
Authority as long as it subsidizes the families of
Palestinians who have violently attacked Israelis
and Americans.

“This small step in advancing the well-being
of the Palestinian people is fully in keeping with
American values,” the State Department said
Thursday in announcing the disbursal.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of
Yiddish column

The Yiddish poet Rivke Basman Ben-Haim was born in
Lithuania in 1925. She studied in Yiddish and Lithuanian
schools and survived the war in the ghetto and camps.
Upon immigration to Israel she worked as a teacher in a
kibbutz and wrote Yiddish poetry. Her latest book
“Blossom in Ashes” is dedicated to her murdered brother
Arele. The paradoxical secret to eternal life, says this pow-
erful modest poet, is for the surviving Yiddish poet always
to blossom from the ashes. If you are already dead you will
live forever. Between pain and woe the poet manages to
create a new life in Yiddish. A beautiful book of Yiddish
poetry perfect for the holidays. A zisn peysekh yidn!

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30

PM  on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online
at ckjs.com 

On April 4th, Rochelle Zucker commemorates Yom
HaShoah.  

On April 11th Bernie Bellan talks to Berdina Shorten about
life in Holland during WWII and her return to her Jewish
roots.  

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

March 23,
2021 (JTA)
— Jewish
journalists,
a c a d e m i c s
and other
w r i t e r s
from across
E u r o p e
have estab-
lished a new magazine focused on the “current situation of
European Jews,” or what they deem a “crisis” signified by the
continent’s shrinking Jewish population.

K., which is named after the protagonist of Kafka’s novel
“The Castle,” launched Monday online with a French-lan-
guage edition and another one in English. It plans to publish
three items per week — “analyses, interviews, reportages,
and sometimes short stories” — online and will release a
print product twice a year. It is a nonprofit with support from
the Foundation for the Memory of the Shoah, the Rothschild
Foundation the Heinrich Böll Foundation, the Foundation for
Political Innovation and the Foundation of French Judaism.

The publication’s editorial team is led by editor-in-chief
Stéphane Bou, a French author, journalist and cinema schol-
ar.

An opening statement reads:
[A]round 1880, European Jews represented 90 percent of

the world’s Jews; today, they represent only nine percent…
How do we reimagine the relationship between Jews and
Europe?… We will tour Europe: there will be wide shots,
panoramas and close-ups, overviews and miniatures, histori-
cal flashbacks and novel approaches to our current situa-
tion… We hope that it will attract all Europeans, as well as
our friends in North America and Israel, where the two largest
Jewish communities in the world now reside – the 90 percent
of today.

Among their first published items is an analysis by histori-
an Jacques Ehrenfreund of a landmark 2020 research on the
demographic decline of European Jewry. That minority “has
returned to the same level as in the Middle Ages,” the K. arti-
cle states.

Another item, by journalist and documentary film director
Barbara Necek, is a post-mortem of a flawed article in Le
Figaro, one of France’s newspapers of record, that inaccu-
rately stated that a Polish physician had faked a plague to
save 8,000 Jewish Poles during the Holocaust. In reality, the
people he helped save were not Jews.

Screenshot of the home page 
of “K” online magazine

European intellectuals launch magazine
on European Jewry’s population ‘crisis’



“The Renter”
By Michael Tregebov
Published by New Star Books, 2021
163 pages
Available on Amazon in 
both paperback and Kindle format

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

“The Renter” represents the fourth
novel written by former

Winnipegger Michael Tregebov, all of
which have been set either in Winnipeg
or, as is the case with this book –
Winnipeg Beach.

I’ve reviewed all of Tregebov’s previ-
ous books, including “The Briss” (2009).
“The Shiva” (2012), and “Shot Rock”
(2019). To say that Tregebov enjoys
skewering the Winnipeg Jewish commu-
nity in which he grew up would be an
understatement, but just as Mordecai
Richler used his own boyhood growing
up on St. Urbain Street in Montreal as
rich fodder for what later turned out to be
a devastating series of satirical novels about Montreal Jews, Tregebov has
been mining his own boyhood for some time now.

“The Renter”, however, represents a clear departure in style for Tregebov
– and one which is most welcome. Instead of filling the pages of this book
with endless conversations among various characters, almost always to the
confusion of the reader wondering who exactly was speaking, this time
around the author takes the time to use descriptive prose to set the stage for
what turns out to be a terrific story.

The hero of “The Renter” is named Bret Yeatman. Here is how he is
described on Amazon: “a young man sporting a summer tan, Keds and
crisp short-sleeved white shirts, and toting a transistor radio. Bret Yeatman
is out to recoup the social position his father lost through financial ruin, and
is determined to realize his fantasy by marrying up and into the well-to-do
family of his first perfect love, Sandra Sugarman, and renouncing his easy,
promiscuous life in the drug trade. But his fantasy collides with Sandra’s
own — stars are crossed, and the fates will have their day.”

Sandra Sugarman, by the way, is a “south end” girl – and for anyone
familiar with the long history of north end versus south end rivalry within
Winnipeg’s Jewish community, Tregebov plays to the stereotype of the rich
south end girl being the fantasy object of Jewish boys of a certain era.

Bret Yeatman himself is not worldly in the way that Sandra Sugarman is,
although he is certainly street smart –and, as Sandra and other female char-
acters remark throughout the book, he’s “gorgeous”. 

Bret’s looks seem to offer him entrance into a higher social circle into
which he would likely be admitted, given his dubious background as a
major pot seller around town. That social circle, however, is within
Winnipeg Beach’s young Jewish crowd where, as Tregebov notes, in 1968
the favourite pastime was to spend hours at one of the arcades in downtown
Winnipeg Beach (where a young Jack London was also fostering his own
talent for assessing the character of anyone who spent time at Mrs.
London’s-owned Playland arcade).

The allure that Sandra holds for Bret though, and which was sparked by
one very short encounter at the end of a beach pier when they were both 12,
is something that preys upon him all through his teenage years. 

One summer he decides to rent a cottage in Winnipeg Beach – not with
the deliberate intention of drawing Sandra’s attention, yet it is clearly on his
mind when he happens to wander into a party going on at her own family’s
cottage.

For anyone familiar with Winnipeg Beach the precise descriptions that
Tregebov offers of the geographic layout – which hasn’t really changed
much from the time in which the novel is set, will certainly be totally rec-
ognizable. One wonders though, how compelling it will be for anyone not
familiar with Winnipeg Beach to be reading vivid descriptions of Bret rid-
ing his bike down Prospect every evening? 

More than the way Tregebov evokes memories of fishflies and mosqui-
toes – too constants that one always associates with Winnipeg Beach
though, what might really draw readers to this book are the wonderfully
described sex scenes. (Is it appropriate in an ostensibly Jewish newspaper
to mention that  hormones were apparently flying in late 1960s Winnipeg
Beach?)

Bret Yeatman certainly has no problem attracting girls in their late teens
and early twenties. (It seems that all those stories we north end boys heard
about those wild south end girls find amplification in “The Renter”.)

But when Sandra Sugarman’s
vile cousin Marty describes how
much he likes taking his boat out to
BB Camp to pick up 15-year-old
BB Camp girls, Tregebov might be
going too far in besmirching the
reputations of not just south end
girls, but BB Camp girls, too. (I
invite readers to chime in with their
own stories of naughty escapades –
send them anonymously if you like.
Hey, if Michael Tregebov had
enough material drawn from his
own youth spent at Winnipeg
Beach to produce a rollicking – and
highly salacious novel, there’s no
reason that someone else couldn’t
take a crack at mining similar mate-
rial?)

I mentioned that “The Renter”
differs in so many respects from
Tregebov’s three previous novels,

not just in terms of how dialogue is presented, but also in how compelling
the story itself is.

There’s nothing inherently original about poor Jewish boy chasing after
rich Jewish girl – or, as is more often the case, Jewish boy chasing after fan-
tasy non-Jewish girl (and I won’t use the “sk….eh” term because that is so
politically incorrect), but since Bret Yeatman is such a likeable hero in
“The Renter”, it’s hard not to be pulling for him to win over Sandra
Sugarman.

I won’t spoil the ending by telling you what happens. Suffice to say that
it’s a great ending.

Let’s see now: Michael Tregebov has written satirical novels about
Brisses, Shivas, Jewish curlers, and now Winnipeg Beach. What’s next?
How about taking a run at high school students who dallied with
Trotskyism, Michael, or would it be too difficult to poke fun at yourself?
You’re a terrific writer, but I’d like to see you make fun of yourself for a
change – just because you’re so adept at satirizing others from a period in
Winnipeg’s Jewish history with which many of us are familiar.

New novel set in 1968 Winnipeg Beach will certainly set off sparks...
of amusement, perhaps annoyance
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Community news

Gwen Secter Launches 
Third Virtual Concert Series!

In Perfect Harmony

In Perfect Harmony, is the third Gwen Secter virtual concert series, pro-
duced by Karla Berbrayer.  This series will launch on Monday April 12,
and continue each consecutive Monday, with the final concert release

skipping to a Friday of the fifth week, May 14th (to avoid releasing a con-
cert on Shavuoth). From April 12th to May 14th, six individual concerts
will be presented, featuring members of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra
as well as other virtuoso local performers. All programs are free of charge.
One can register for the series at www.gwensecter.com If you have regis-
tered for previous programs at Gwen Secter, you will receive the links to
these concerts automatically! 

On April 12, concert pianist Madeline Hildebrand will present a solo
piano recital entitled Giants and Hidden Gems, featuring works ranging
from Sergei Rachmaninoff and Johannes Brahms to Scott Joplin.
Acclaimed Canadian pianist Jon Kimura Parker describes Madeline
Hildebrand as “an extraordinary young artist whose communicative skills
convey the essence of all that she plays. Her pianism is of the highest level,
and she has an instinctive understanding of beautiful sound.”

Madeline’s recent engagements have included a performance of Philip
Glass’ etudes alongside Glass himself, a concerto performance with the
Thunder Bay Orchestra, appearances with the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra, and a house concert tour across southern BC through Living
Room Live. 

She is the gold medallist of the 2012 McLellan competition and the sil-
ver medallist of Canada’s prestigious Eckhardt Gramatté Competition in
2013. 

On April 19th, the Rembrandt String Duo, comprised of Daniel Scholz,
viola, and Andrea Bell, cello, take the stage. Their program will include
works from all over the world: Russian composer Reinhold Glière, French
composer Francois Couperin, German composer Georg Philipp Telemann,
Uruguayan composer Matos Rodriguez, as well as works by British and
American composers.  

Andrea is the founding member and cellist of the Rembrandt String
Quartet. A passionate music educator, she is the Director of the String
Orchestra Program at Westgate Mennonite Collegiate. Andrea is also the
Conductor of the Winnipeg Mennonite Community Orchestra and the
Winnipeg Youth Concert Orchestra.

Daniel is the Principal Viola of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and is
a member of the Winnipeg Chamber Music Society, the Rembrandt String
Quartet, and a founding member of the Clearwater Quartet at the Desautels
Faculty of Music, University of Manitoba. Daniel is an instructor of viola
and chamber music at the Faculty of Music at the University of Manitoba,
as well as the conductor of the Winnipeg Youth Symphony Orchestra. 

Launching on April 26th, Marie-Elyse Badeau and Élise Lavallée have
put together a program for two violas, with a French flair.   This concert
features chansons populaires from the French repertoire as well as a mix-
ture of classical music, with a few tangos.  With excerpts from the opera
Carmen, as well as music by Jacques Brel, and Edith Piaf, works by J.
Offenbach and Astor Piazzolla, this duo viola program takes us on a beau-
tiful voyage through French music, and music influenced by French cul-
ture.

Marie-Elyse Badeau has been a member of the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra viola section since 2018. She first studied violin at the
Conservatory of Music in Quebec City before switching to viola. Marie-
Elyse has won several scholarships and taken part in orchestra tours in the
USA and China. 

Élise Lavallée holds the position of Assistant Principal Viola with the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra.  She appears regularly with Groundswell,
Camerata Nova and Winnipeg Chamber Music Society, and has performed
at La Place Des Arts, and Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall as well as on CBC
broadcasts. 

May 3rd, Yuri Hooker, cello, will perform with his son Ari Hooker, on
piano. Yuri and his sixteen -year -old son have put together a beautiful pro-
gram entitled Scenes from Childhood, incorporating music of Robert
Schumann, Anton Rubinstein, Benjamin Godard, David Popper, and
Enrique Granados.

Yuri Hooker is principal cellist of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra.
His frequent solo appearances have met with critical and audience acclaim:
his 2007 Rococo Variations with the WSO was lauded as one of the best
classical performances of the decade by the Winnipeg Free Press, and in
2011 The Strad magazine spoke of his performance of Britten as being
among the “outstanding performances” of the inaugural International Cello
Festival of Canada.  He is proud to be performing alongside his son for the
first time professionally!   

Up and coming talent Ari Hooker is already making his presence felt in
Winnipeg musical circles. The 16-year-old pianist has garnered a number
of local awards for his virtuosic and sensi-
tive playing, including first place in the (Continued on page 16.)
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The 2020 recipient of the George H. Moulton  
Lifetime Achievement Award from the American 
Academy of Fixed Prosthodontics.
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. Lipkin is in full time private practice, and is an Assistant Professor at the 

Advanced level of the Manitoba
Registered Music Teachers Association

Performance Scholarship Competition. He has also been gaining valu-
able experience as an accompanist: he plays regularly for his school choirs,
and served as an occasional sub for the Gilbert & Sullivan Society. This
year he has also started to be employed as a pianist at the RWB school and
as a studio musician. He is excited to be making his professional perfor-
mance debut alongside his dad in this concert!        

On May 10th, Samantha Ballard will present a solo concert on the harp. 
Samantha has put together a program of popular music, rarely heard on

the harp.  With songs from Queen, Elton John, Sting, the Carpenters, Elvis
Presley, and a few traditional Jewish tunes, this is a concert sure to enthrall. 

Samantha Ballard is a harpist, arranger, and recording artist from
Winnipeg.  She studied harp performance at the University of British
Columbia under Elizabeth Volpe Bligh, and was a semifinalist in the 2018
OSM Manulife Competition. Today she enjoys a busy and varied career
performing, teaching, recording, and writing her own arrangements of
music from classic pop to soundtrack scores.

Winding up the series on Friday May 14th, are the duo of Ken
MacDonald, French horn, and Laura Loewen, piano. With a program inclu-
sive of Felix Mendelssohn, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Karl Davidov, and
Fanny Mendelssohn-Hensel, (the eldest sister and confidante of Felix
Mendelssohn), this program will serenade us into the warmer weather. 

Described by The Toronto Star as a "master French hornist," Ken
MacDonald is a member of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, with whom
he has performed since 2001. Ken has performed throughout Canada and
has held principal horn positions with the Hamilton Philharmonic
Orchestra, Symphony Nova Scotia, and the Vancouver Opera Orchestra.
He has enjoyed a close association with the chamber music Festival of the
Sound in Parry Sound, Ontario, and has appeared at chamber music series
throughout Canada. He instructs at the University of Manitoba.

Praised for expressivity, virtuosity, and committed playing, collaborative
pianist Laura Loewen has appeared in concerts throughout North America
and in Europe, Asia and South America. She is a professor of Collaborative
Piano and the Vocal Coach at the University of Manitoba’s Desautels
Faculty of Music.

The Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre is a Beneficiary Agency of the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and is grateful for their support. 

(Continued from page 15.)

Congratulations Dr. Jack Lipkin,
D.M.D., F.I.C.D., Prosthodontist

Dr. Jack Lipkin, DMD, is the 2020 recipient of the George H. Moulton
Lifetime Achievement Award for the American Academy of Fixed
Prosthodontics.

“I’m quite humbled by having won this,” says Dr. Lipkin. “I was blown
away.” Dr. Lipkin is only the second Canadian to win this award which rec-
ognizes members who have made a significant impact and contribution to
the art and science of fixed prosthodontics and who have demonstrated
lifetime service to the field. 

Dr. Lipkin received his Bachelor of Science degree in 1970 and his
Doctor of Dental Medicine in 1974, both from the University of Manitoba.
He remembers the moment he wanted to specialize in prosthodontics. He
was attending a lecture by a local specialist in his second year of dentistry
school. “I was smitten by the complexity of what he was doing, by the
results they were getting, by the tremendous change in the quality of peo-
ple’s lives,” says Dr. Lipkin. “That was it. Boom! That’s what I wanted to
do.”

After 3 years of general practice, Dr. Lipkin returned to graduate studies
at the State University of New York at Buffalo, where he received his spe-
cialty in Prosthodontics in 1979. Dr. Lipkin returned to Winnipeg and
began practicing as a certified specialist in Prosthodontics.

Today, Dr. Lipkin runs his own practice, Dr. Jack Lipkin Prosthodontics
& Dental Implants, and is an Assistant Professor at the University of
Manitoba’s Faculty of Dentistry. Dr. Lipkin is a member of the Pierre
Fauchard Academy; a fellow of the International College of Dentists and
President Elect of the American Academy of Fixed Prosthodontists. Dr.
Lipkin’s work has been published in the Journal of the Canadian Dental
Association, Family Health and he continues to lecture internationally.

“I have treated a lot of patients and a lot of the cases were very memo-
rable in terms of what we did for people,” says Dr. Lipkin, “but the singu-
lar most incredible event was getting this award.”

The George H. Moulton Lifetime Achievement Award is the highest
honor bestowed by the Academy and recipients are nominated by members
and then chosen by a standing committee of the Academy. Dr. Lipkin wish-
es to thank “everybody who’s shoulders I have stood on,” he says, “the
people who were responsible for my education, for my career.”


