
By BERNIE BELLAN
The Jewish Foundation has now completed the third phase of emergency

funding for local Jewish organizations, which it first announced last April.
Following is information taken from the Foundation’s website:
“Over the past few months, we have all faced new and difficult chal-

lenges related to the COVID-19 virus. The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
continues to stand ready to respond to those needs. Our response has been
laid out in three Phases; the goal, to act quickly, inclusively and responsi-
bly to assist organizations affected by this pandemic.
“Undesignated Funds housed at the JFM have been essential in allowing us
the flexibility to identify and
adapt to the changing needs
developing within our com-
munity as a result of the pan-
demic. In a typical year, the
JFM’s Undesignated Funds
are utilized to distribute
grants to Jewish and general
community organizations.
These grants are dedicated
to programming and excit-
ing initiatives that strive to
support, engage and enlight-
en communities and the peo-
ple who make them so
vibrant.”

The website goes on to say
that “For Phase 3, the same
application criteria utilized
for Phase 2 were again pro-
vided to Manitoba based
Jewish organizations. The
application window opened
on September 15th and
closed September 30.
Applications from organiza-
tions which chose to apply
were submitted for review
by the Grants Committee.
The total of these grant com-
mitments was $203,500.

In response to a question
we posed to the Foundation
whether there will be anoth-

er phase of funding for local Jewish organizations, we received the follow-
ing response:

“Our next granting cycle will be opening on December 1st. Jewish orga-
nizations will be able to apply for COVID-19 Relief. Additionally, we will
again be accepting applications from organizations to fund programming.
The Foundation will maintain flexibility as the needs of our community
continue to evolve.”

Here is a table which shows the total amount of emergency funding pro-
vided by the Jewish Foundation to various local Jewish organizations:
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Mystery of why $725,000 
donation to the Simkin Centre

was made is likely solved

By BERNIE BELLAN
Readers of this paper may recall the

story in our October 28 issue that told
of a $725,000 donation that was given
to the Simkin Centre by something
called the Myer and Corrine Geller
Trust. 

The donation – which was actually
made out to the Sharon Home, was in
the form of a $575,000 US cheque. It
arrived in August of this year. The
only information that the Simkin
Centre had about the source of the
cheque was that Myer Geller had
graduated from St. John’s Tech in
1943, that he went to MIT, became a
physicist, and that he was granted
several patents.

With that scant information – and
with the help of several other individ-
uals, including several readers of this paper,
especially Ed Feuer, and someone by the
name of Christian Cassidy who read my story
about the Gellers on our website and who
went to extraordinary lengths to piece togeth-
er the Geller family history on a blog known

as “Western Dumplings”, we
were able to amass quite a few
details about Myer Geller and
his family. Eventually we were
led to the conclusion that Myer
Geller’s mother, Sarah, must
have been a resident of the
Sharon Home until her death in
1984.

Based on information avail-
able on a variety of websites,
including the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada’s
archives, Ancestry.ca,
Truthfinder.com, Newspaper-
archive.ca, and in the Winnipeg
Henderson Directory of 1965,
along with the St. John’s year-
book of 1943 (that was loaned to
us by a reader who had it in his

possession, but asked us not to reveal his
name), along with information provided by
Christian Cassidy, here is what we found:

Myer Geller was born in 1926 (which we

Jewish Foundation allocates third phase of COVID-19 relief funding

Phase 1             Phase 2              Phase 3 Total
April/20             June/20 Oct/20

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Congregation 3,400 9,000 12,400
Aleph Bet Child Life Enrichment Program Inc. 10,000 10,000
Asper Jewish Community Campus of Winnipeg 12,000 12,000
B'nai Brith Canada - Midwest Region 6,700 10,000 16,700
B'nai Brith Jewish Community Camp 10,000 28,000 10,500 48,500
Camp Massad Manitoba 6,700 28,000 34,700
Canadian Institute for the Study of Antisemitism 3,400 3,400
Chabad-Lubavitch of Winnipeg 10,000 10,000 23,500 43,500
Chai Folk Arts Council 6,700 8,000 15,000 29,700
Chesed Shel Emes 6,700 6,700
Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue Inc. 1,000 16,500 17,500
Chavurat Tefilah 1,000 1,000
Congregation Etz Chayim 10,000 10,000 15,000 35,000
Congregation Shaarey Zedek 12,000 12,000
Gray Academy of Jewish Education 12,000 27,500 30,000 69,500
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre 6,700 15,000 20,000 41,700
Hebrew Congregation of Winnipeg Beach 1,000 1,000
House of Ashkenazie 1,000 1,000
Jewish Child and Family Service 12,000 12,000
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg 10,000 10,000
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada 3,400 3,400
National Council of Jewish Women (Wpg.) 1,000 1,000
Rady Jewish Community Centre 12,000 40,000 40,500 92,500
Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre 12,000 30,000 42,000
Shalom Residences Inc. 12,000 12,000
Talmud Torah Beth Jacob Synagogue 1,000 6,000 7,000
Temple Shalom Manitoba Inc. 6,700 5,000 11,700
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre 3,400 9,000 7,500 19,900

Total                                                                  193,800             210,500               203,500            607,800

Continued on page 6. See “Geller mystery”.

MYER
GELLER

picture taken
from 1943 St.
John’s Tech
yearbook -
“The Torch” -
the only picture
we were able to
find anywhere
of Myer Geller
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Gwen Secter tea to feature home delivery of
prized party sandwiches

By MYRON LOVE
Many Years ago, I had a great-aunt who was a member of a local Pioneer

Women chapter.  This chapter would hold yearly fundraising teas.  It
reached a point, however, where the aging membership could no longer
manage an in-person tea.  So what they did for their fundraiser was to send
teabags with requests for donations to their regular supporters.

The Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre at Syd Glow Place has for years
held its annual fundraising tea in early November.  Due to COVID restric-
tions, that was not possible this year. Thus, executive director Becky
Chisick and her staff are taking a similar approach to that of the former
Pioneer Women ladies.

No, they won’t be sending you teabags in the mail. They are offering to
send you samples of their ever popular party sandwiches and cookies in
return for your contributions. 

Gwen Secter’s virtual tea this year is going to be held on Sunday,
November 29. On that day, the staff and volunteers will be delivering “tea-
at-home packages of party sandwiches, cookies, fruit and, of course, tea to
their many supporters who will not be able to attend in person due to
COVID.

“The idea behind this,” Chisick says, “is that because a lot of people real-
ly like our party sandwiches,  we wanted to find a way to bring the sand-
wiches to our supporters.”

She reports that supporters have three options:  You can order a small
package for $36, a medium-sized package for $100 or a large package for
$180.

“If you just want to make a donation, that’s fine, too,” she says.  “You
can also order additional food.”

She notes that the seniors’ centre started getting the word out in early
November through mailings to Gwen Secter members and through social
media.

“We have been getting a very good response,” she says.
With the advent of COVID last spring, the Gwen Secter has had to re-ori-

ent its programming.  Over the past few months, the organization – the
source of kosher meals-on-wheels for the Jewish community – has really
upped its game, greatly increasing  the number of deliveries to Jewish
seniors.

Chisick also would like to remind readers that they can still log on to the
Centre’s online concert series produced by Karla Berbrayer .   A new con-
cert is available to watch every Monday for 10 weeks.  You can log in to
watch the concert any day or time. (See story on page .)

To place an order for a basket or just to make a donation, phone 204 339-
1701 or go online at  www.gwensecter.com before November 20.

By RON KAMPEAS
Nov. 5, 2020 (JTA) — I’m writing this just as the Pennsylvania secretary

of state announced that the bulk of ballot counting may be done by the end
of Thursday. If trends continue, Joe Biden could be president-elect by the
time you see this.

Or not. Pennsylvania’s 20 electoral votes would give Biden 273, the
majority he needs. There are four other states in contention. North Carolina
still looks solid for Donald Trump; Biden is winning in Arizona and
Nevada, although trends could change. Georgia could pull out a surprise
win for Biden.

What are the Jewish stories here? There are plenty. Here are a few.
Florida wasn’t all that: The Republican Jewish Coalition spent a good

chunk of the $10 million it budgeted getting out the Jewish vote in the
Sunshine State, including $3.5 million in TV ads. Jewish Democrats flood-
ed the state’s Jewish community with GOTV calls. But Trump increased
his share of the vote from 2016 and won the state, and it looks like it could
have been a separate GOP ethnic targeting op that did the job: Biden fared
worse than expected among the state’s Hispanic voters, who tend to hail
from countries such as Cuba and Venezuela, where susceptibility to the
notion that Democrats are trending socialist runs high. 

Pennsylvania and Michigan might have been all that: Jewish Democrats
focused heavily on Florida but didn’t neglect Pennsylvania and Michigan
— states where Jewish voters might indeed be making the difference, with
Jewish populations well within the margin that would have helped give
Biden the win. (Michigan has been declared for Biden.) Both states have
dedicated Jewish Democratic operations: Democratic Jewish Outreach
Pennsylvania and the Michigan Democratic Jewish Caucus.

The badasses are back and the squad is bigger, but Rose wilted: Every
member of the “badass caucus,” the five moderate Democratic congress-
women with national security backgrounds who won GOP districts in
2018, won reelection in a year where the GOP knocked off other
Democrats. Among them are two Jewish women, Elaine Luria, a former
Naval commander who represents the military-heavy Virginia Beach area,
and Elissa Slotkin, the ex-CIA analyst who represents a district straddling
Detroit and Lansing. There were concerns that their collective decision to
vote to impeach Trump — a pivotal moment in 2019 — would harm them,

but they’re back.
“The Squad,” the Israel-critical quartet of progressive congresswomen

elected in 2018, is now a sextet, with the addition of New York’s Jamaal
Bowman, who ousted longtime pro-Israel stalwart Eliot Engel in a prima-
ry, and Missouri’s Cori Bush, who pulled off a similar primary upset in the
St. Louis area. Of the six, three are supportive of the boycott Israel move-
ment: incumbents Rashida Tlaib of Michigan and Ilhan Omar of
Minnesota, who are outright supporters, and now Bush ,who has said it is
an “important” movement. Bowman, like Ayanna Pressley of
Massachusetts, another squad member, has made clear his opposition to
BDS, while Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York, the best-known mem-
ber, has not made her views known. Tlaib, perhaps the most Israel-hostile
of the group, now has additional street cred for turning out the vote in her
district and helping Biden wrest away a state Trump won in 2016.

Another moderate Jewish Democrat who prevailed was Josh Gottheimer,
the New Jersey congressman who founded the Problem Solvers Caucus,
which seeks to find common ground between Republicans and Democrats.
One who went down however was Max Rose of Staten Island. Rose’s
opponent, Nicole Malliotakis, sought to link Rose to anti-police protests in
New York City; Staten Island is heavy with first responders.

Republicans stay steady: Two Jewish Republicans are going back to
Washington. Lee Zeldin handily headed off a challenge in New York’s 1st
District, in eastern Long Island, from a Jewish challenger, and David
Kustoff in Tennessee sailed back home. Of the Republican Jewish chal-
lengers, only Lisa Scheller, facing Jewish Democrat Susan Wild in
Pennsylvania’s 7th seems to have a chance, although her lead is decreasing
as the vote is counted.

Ossoff to runoff: Jon Ossoff, who challenged incumbent Republican Sen.
David Perdue in Georgia, appears headed to a January runoff; according to
Georgia’s laws, unless a candidate gets 50% plus one, it goes to another
election, and Perdue is now at just 50%, with more votes from Democrat-
heavy Districts yet to come in. That makes two runoffs: A special election
pits Black pastor Raphael Warnock against Republican Sen. Kelly Loeffler.
In a Georgia Senate election season that has already featured allegations of
bigotry, get set for a roller coaster ride.

It ain’t over ’til it’s over: Jewish takeaways from a wild election week
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The Simkin Centre has certainly been on the
minds of many readers of this paper over
the past few weeks. In our last issue our

front page featured two stories focusing on the
Simkin Centre – one having to do with the fasci-
nating mystery why someone would leave a huge
sum of money to that facility without giving any
hint as to the reason, and another having to do
with the first incident of a resident developing

COVID there.
Sadly, that resident passed away on October 24th, as did another resident

on October 31st. There have been several other cases of both residents and
staff testing positive for COVID at the Simkin Centre, although as of the
time of writing there had not been a new report of a positive test there for
several days.

Given the terrible situation in Manitoba at this time it is no surprise that
the Simkin Centre, despite its staff having taken all necessary precautions
to safeguard against a COVID outbreak, was also victim to a virus that is
especially hard to guard against in health care facilities. With so many read-
ers having a close connection to the Simkin Centre, either at present or at
some point in the past, any mention of COVID at that personal care home
resonates in a way that hearing the news in other PCH’s doesn’t.

Naturally, we’re all deeply concerned by what’s happening – and what
makes it all the more difficult is knowing how increasingly difficult it’s
been for all personal care homes in the province to deal with the ever
mounting financial burdens they’re facing without any increase in funding
from the province. I usually shy away from criticizing either the  provin-
cial or federal government within the pages of this paper, since there’s plen-
ty of that for all to read or hear in the “mainstream media”  – but the freeze
in funding for PCH’s that first started under the former NDP government is
an absolute travesty.

That’s why it was such welcome news to read of an unexpected gift of
$725,000 from the Myer and Corrine Geller Trust to the Sharon
Home/Simkin Centre. That money couldn’t have come at a more urgent
time, although admittedly a good portion of the money will not be put to
immediate use. (According to the report issued by the Simkin Centre about
the donation, 70% of the money will be put into a reserve fund to be man-
aged by the Jewish Foundation.)

You might be wondering why I was so determined to try and crack the
mystery why someone who had left Winnipeg over 70 years ago would
want to leave such a substantial donation to our Jewish personal care home.
Frankly, I enjoy a challenge and this particular story presented a challenge
of a sort about which I don’t ever recall reading.

Although there is no absolute way in which anyone could prove that
Myer Geller wanted to give a substantial donation to the Sharon Home
because his mother had been a resident there – short of hearing directly
from a relative who might be able to corroborate that hypothesis, as I argue
in my article on page one, that is the most likely scenario based on the evi-
dence I have been able to put together (with the help of others to a certain
extent).

And, if it is true that Myer Geller’s mother, Sarah, was a resident of the
Sharon Home, what could be
a more loving gesture of
devotion from a son or
daughter to a parent to thank
the facility that took care of
that parent in his or her final
days? If Myer Geller’s mag-
nanimous donation might
also lead others who have a
parent at the Simkin Centre
to want to do something sim-
ilar, there couldn’t be a
greater expression of appre-
ciation for the tremendous
work that staff - and volun-
teers, do there, day in and
day out.

As we all continue to
endure what is emerging as a
ferocious battle against an
unrelentingly dangerous
virus, it’s easier for some of
us than it is for others. 

For myself, I spend a good
portion of my days now
holed up in my very comfort-
able rec room – which has
now become the office of
The Jewish Post & News.

While I’m certainly working harder than I ever expected to be doing at this
stage of my life, I have to admit that producing this newspaper to a very
large extent relieves me of having to worry about what to do with my time.
I don’t know how many books one can read or how many TV shows one
can watch without going stir crazy. I also have a dog who, while spoiled
rotten, forces me to get outside for walks on a regular basis – so, all in all,
I consider myself very lucky.

One thing that I’ve avoided doing for the most part though, is spending
any time on Facebook. Other than posting occasionally to our
JewishPostandNews Facebook page – when I want to alert followers of our
page to an interesting story on our website, for the most part I simply don’t
look at Facebook.

If anything, the terrible reputation that social media have developed for
being purveyors of the worst sort of misinformation has quite repelled me
from being the least bit interested in looking at any forms of social media
– other than Bartley Kives’s Twitter feed, which I find hugely informative.

Now that the US election is over – and we are likely to be relieved of the
burden of the incessant BS emanating from the current occupant of the
White House, maybe, just maybe, we can wake up every day without hav-
ing to hear or read about the latest unbelievable lie uttered or tweeted by
Donald F. Trump, although the liklihood is that Trump will never stop
wanting to be the absolute centre of attention - which is what his entire
career has always been.

While I’ve gone out of my way to try and present as estimable a defense
of Trump as a capable president as one can muster by allowing others to
write opinion pieces glorifying the narcissist-in-chief, I can’t help but think
back to the end of the Nixon era, when another lying commander-in-chief
left the White House in disgrace. 

At the time I was a devout fan of Dick Cavett, whose talk show remains
unequaled in terms of the erudite level of discourse it brought to late-night
TV. Cavett, who it was later revealed, was on Nixon’s “enemies list” –
marked for severe retribution, had a wonderful turn of phrase when it came
to constantly referring to Nixon as the “unindicted co-conspirator” in the
Watergate scandal. No doubt, he got under Nixon’s skin more than anyone
else in the media for continuing to use that term night in and night out.

Now, while late-night TV hosts have had a four-year field day roasting
the consummate con artist that is really all that Trump is, for many of us
the hope is that Trump will indeed face indictments on a whole range of
charges once he leaves (or is marched out) of office.

At the very least he should be indicted on the same charges of campaign
finance transgressions that led to his former lackey lawyer Michael Cohen
going to jail.

Yes, I know there have been some good things that have been accom-
plished during his presidency – although they are very few and far between,
and that Israel now has established diplomatic relations with more Arab
countries than ever before, but how on earth can otherwise rational and
intelligent people continue to give Trump a pass for everything else that
he’s done?

Never mind the disastrous manner in which his administration has han-
dled the COVID situation (George W. Bush  was also hugely incompetent
when it came to dealing with Hurricane Katrina in 2005, so it’s not sur-
prising that another Republican president would also dismiss the warnings
of scientists and other professionals within his own administration that dis-
aster was afoot unless he took precautions early), Trump is very much
responsible for the savagely crude level of discourse that is so much asso-
ciated with social media these days.

Yet, it’s not just the Trumpers who have led me to avoid Facebook as
much as it is possible to do so at a time when social media are by far the
most popular means by which most people derive their information, it’s
also the voices on the left who have repelled me. 

When I read Prof. Mira Sucharov’s memoir, “Borders and Belonging”,
about which I write on page , I was struck by the degree to which an acad-
emic puts their career in jeopardy by attempting to provide balance when it
comes to discussing certain subjects, among which one of the most incen-
diary is Israel’s relationship with the Palestinians.

Mira has been subjected to vitriolic scorn from both sides of the debate –
and it has certainly taken its psychological toll, as well as an apparent phys-
ical one, on her, for daring to toe an even handed approach to that issue. 

As someone who has also been subject to vicious denunciations from
some of the more extreme right wing defenders of Israel within our com-
munity, I can relate to Mira’s quandary, although to be quite honest, I’ve
never been involved in the kind of nasty cross-fighting that goes on in the
academic world, and which she’s encountered on a regular basis.

We all have one overriding concern these days – and that’s to get through
the pandemic while retaining both our physical and psychological equilib-
rium. To the extent that Trump was responsible for the deterioration of that
equilibrium on so many counts, I say thank goodness we’re almost rid of
him, even though it’s apparent that his presence will haunt us always. I say
to Donald Trump: “Stand back and good bye!”
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Comment

Re: Review of Jack London’s memoir
Bernie:

Thank you so much for the Review. of Serendipity: My Path Through
Life and Law in your October 28, 2020 issue of the Post.. It is excellent and
appreciated.

There are three misprints/errors which bear mention::
-Your reference to a second “almost fatal car accident” actually was a

plane crash, not a car accident;h
-Your reference to Belva and I enduring “16 years” in the war in Rwanda,

should be “5 days” (sic.) 
-Your suggestion that I “no longer engage in working on Indigenous

issues” is misleading, I have not been active recently in resolving “politi-
cal Issues” for the major First Nations lobby groups, concentrating instead
on  commercial, charitable and litigious cases for First Nation individuals
and Bands.I am still of the view that Reconciliation is the pressing social
issue of our time.

Thanks again.
Jack London

.....
Bernie,

By now I’m sure someone has pointed out the typo in your review of Jack
London’s book, where you have Jack and his wife trapped in a bathroom
in Rwanda for 36 years (rather than hours). In light of the famous Lincoln
joke that you quote in your Short Takes, it made me think of this question:
“Other than that, how were the gorillas, Jack?”
David Topper

.....

Re: Simkin Centre Receives Mysterious Gift (JP&N Oct. 28, 2020)
Dear Bernie 

I read with concern your critical remark regarding the Archives of the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada 

I had the privilege of being the Archivist of the then Jewish Historical
Society during the 1990s when the newspaper database was developed.
Information from the Israelite Press was translated and entered into a news-
paper database. Later on items from the 2 other local Jewish newspaper
were included 

At the time it was an unique resource, one of its kind..  I had extensive
communication with a researcher from New Jersey who was gathering
information about the famed Twersky rabbinical dynasty. My proudest
moment came when he told me that he wished there was a resource like
ours available in New York.

The database is now available online. A quick search of the Israelite Press
led me to the notice of the bar mitzvah of Meyer Geller in 1939. It con-
tained his home address 390 Boyd Ave. and a notation of a guest list. The
present day archivist at the JHC could access the names of the guests which
might offer clues. An examination of the 1939 Winnipeg census would lead
to the names of the residents of Boyd Avenue.  This should provide the
names of Meyer Geller’s siblings. Further research could stem from there.

An archives is a repository of documents and artifacts. How well it is
used depends upon the skill of the researcher.
Best regards,
Bonnie Tregobov

I responded to Bonnie:
Hi Bonnie,

My comment was not meant to criticize the contents of the archive. It’s
the search engine used to find results that’s lacking. If you enter the name
“Myer Geller” for instance you get hundreds of results. A good search
engine would be able to hone it down to just results for Myer Geller.
Andrew Morrison, who was responsible for digitizing the archives, admit-
ted that the search engine isn’t as good as it should be. 

I suggested that I know someone who could optimize their search engine
for very little money. (He lives in Peru and he helps me maintain our web-
site.)

By the way, through various sources - and with the help of other readers,
I’ve found the names of Myer Geller’s parents: Max & Sarah, also his sis-
ters’ names: Rose & Frances. Sarah Geller lived to the age 91. I’m willing
to bet that she was a resident of the Sharon Home; hence the huge dona-
tion to that home. But - without being able to check the actual Sharon
Home records I can’t confirm that. 

Regards,
Bernie

......

Re: Ruth Gutkin newest centenarian
Thank you, Myron Love, for the article you wrote about my Aunty Ruth

Gutkin, 100 years young. I am sorry we were not able to attend the party
in person this year. Time for a Moscovitch family reunion!

Judy Herscovitch

What we learned on Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg’s last visit to Israel

By SANA BRITAVSKY
and JILL WEBER SMITH

(JTA) — As executives at a foun-
dation that celebrates Jewish
achievement and contribution to the
world, we have been privileged to
meet some truly remarkable Jewish
people of our time. 

But getting to know the late
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was an
honor life rarely affords — not just
meeting our hero, but also spending
meaningful time with her.

Oct. 29 marks the end of shloshim
— 30 days since Justice Ginsburg
was laid to rest. Jewish tradition
allots this time to embrace the loss
and to reflect on the memory of the
departed. We have had much to
reflect on.  

In October 2017, we traveled to
Washington, D.C., to meet Justice
Ginsburg in her chambers at the U.S. Supreme Court. In 2018, our foun-
dation conferred the Genesis Lifetime Achievement Award on Justice
Ginsburg, honoring her contributions to women’s rights and civil liberties.

Upon entering her chambers, we saw the prominent inscription: “Tzedek,
tzedek tirdof “— Justice, justice shall you pursue. The proclamation of her
Jewish heritage in the context of her profession was there for all to see, in
her words: “a judge, born, raised, and proud of being a Jew.” 

She took a genuine interest in both of us, asking about our families and
where we were from. We bonded as Jewish women, and learned that we
had many things in common, including that all three of us have faced and
overcome gender discrimination in our personal and professional lives. 

We spoke extensively about the award and what it meant. We asked the
octogenarian judge whether she was able to travel to Israel to accept the
award. RBG had not been to Israel for almost 25 years.

She replied: “Yes, I would like to make one last visit to Israel.” We
understood then just how important the trip would be for her. 

As we spent four days by her side in Israel in July 2018, we learned just
how important it would be for us. 

In Israel, the 85-year-old justice insisted on a full schedule. The morning
after her arrival in Tel Aviv, she sat down with dozens of leaders of Israeli
women’s organizations to learn about — and encourage — their work. The
audience mirrored the diverse ethnic make up of modern Israel. NGOs rep-
resented in the room focused on a wide range of women’s issues, from edu-
cation to violence to the right to divorce. They spoke for hours. Up to this
day, women who were there continue to tell us how important this meeting
was for them — not just as a source of inspiration, but as a roadmap for
advocacy and a powerful reminder of the magnitude of social change that
can be achieved in one lifetime.  

RBG was keenly interested in promoting equal opportunity for all
women and girls in Israel: Jewish, Muslim, Christian, Druze and Bedouin.
In honor of Justice Ginsburg, The Genesis Prize Foundation distributed
$3.5 million in grants to non-profits focused on women’s rights and
empowerment. Today we take pride in the fact that grants distributed in
honor of Justice Ginsburg reflected her worldview.  

RBG’s humility shone through, as she was the guest of honor at Israel’s
Supreme Court. She spoke briefly, deferring to her hosts, and praising the
Jewish state’s Supreme Court for its pursuit of justice and equal opportu-
nity. Even though she was the honoree, she chose to honor the institution
and others in the room. 

At the award ceremony in Tel Aviv, Justice Ginsburg received a lifetime
achievement award from Aharon Barak, the former president of the
Supreme Court of Israel. The two have had a longstanding intellectual
bond. RBG had previously cited the landmark ruling of Israel’s Supreme
Court (then led by President Barak) that banned the use of torture to obtain
information from terrorist suspects. In a rare case of a U.S. justice citing
foreign precedent, RBG said she was affected by the “tremendous persua-
sive value” of this legal opinion.

Their admiration was mutual: In presenting the award, Aharon Barak
described RBG as “one of the great legal minds of our time and an out-
standing Jewish jurist, whose pursuit of human rights and justice for all
stems from her Jewish values.”

The award ceremony at the Rabin Center in Tel Aviv made history in
another way: All living justices of the Supreme Court of Israel came to
honor their U.S. counterpart. Among them were other outstanding women:
former Supreme Court Presidents Dorit Beinish and Miriam Naor and cur-
rent President Esther
Hayut. 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg at Petra

(Continued on page 6. See  Ginsburg.)
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During her
trip, RBG took
the time to
meet with Rona

Ramon, an influential education activist and wife
of Israel’s first astronaut, Ilan Ramon, who died
in the 2003 Space Shuttle disaster. Like RBG,
Rona too had been diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer. Two prominent Jewish women, both
stricken with cancer, who had lost their hus-
bands, met privately. We don’t know what they
talked about, but both emerged from the meeting
teary-eyed; Rona, in her own words, “full of
hope.” She passed away five months later, less
than two years before Justice Ginsburg. 

Despite her age and frailty, RBG was a pillar of
strength, refusing to give in to jet lag or scorch-
ing July heat. After a packed visit, she traveled to
the Red Sea and then on to Jordan, where she rode a horse into the ancient
ruins of Petra.

For us, the most emotional part of Justice Ginsburg’s visit to Israel was
her tour of the Old City of Jerusalem accompanied by human rights activist
Natan Sharansky, whom she met for the first time on this trip. Together, the
four of us walked through the ancient streets of the Old City, reliving her
childhood memories triggered by the smells of the Jewish Quarter, and
answering her many questions.  She asked about the separation of women
and men at the Western Wall and learned how Sharansky tried to negotiate
a gender-neutral prayer space. 

We met our foundation’s co-founder, Stan
Polovets, and made our way across the plaza to
the Western Wall. Approaching the wall, RBG
stretched out her hands; she didn’t just touch –
she embraced the stone. Sunset came, as she
stood, merging with the ancient rock and looking
up to the sky. It was a mystical moment: a great
daughter of the Jewish people, and a small
woman, in communion with the symbolic foun-
dation of Jewish peoplehood.  

It is taught that at the end of shloshim, having
reflected on the legacy of the deceased, one is to
return to life with a sense of renewal. RBG’s
legacy as a jurist is now firmly enshrined in
America’s legal system. But what is her legacy
as a person?

To us, she embodied the quintessential Jewish qualities, ever so needed
to stay true to the principle of tikkun olam. “It is not your responsibility to
finish the work of perfecting the world, but you are not free to desist from
it either.” (Rabbi Tarfon, Pirkei Avot 2:21)

May the memory of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg forever be for a bless-
ing. 

Sana Britavsky is the Deputy CEO of The Genesis Prize Foundation
and head of the Foundation in Israel.

Jill Weber Smith is a Senior Advisor to the Chairman of The Genesis
Prize Foundation.
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Community news
reported in
the Oct. 28
issue). His
p a r e n t s
were Max

and Sarah. Max Geller was born in 1887 and
died in 1966. Sarah Geller (whose maiden name
was Feldman) was born in 1893 and died in
1984. The Gellers were married in 1916 in
Winnipeg.

The following is taken from Christian
Cassidy’s blog, the “Western Dumpling”: “The
earliest mention I can find of the Geller family
comes in the 1921 Census of Canada. It shows
Max Geller, 30, wife Sarah, 24, and eldest child,
Rose, 3, renting a room at 689 Selkirk Avenue,
the home of the Peck family.

“The census taker noted that the parents were Jewish and had emigrated
from Russia, Sarah in 1912 and Max in 1913. Rose was born in Manitoba
ca. 1918. 

“Max's profession is listed as a merchant of produce and eggs.”
The blog also noted that Frances Geller was born in 1922.
At the time that Myer Geller would have gone to St. John’s Tech the

Geller family lived at 284 Bannerman Avenue.
Again, according to the Christian Cassidy, “Max Geller's entry in the

1942 Henderson Directory lists him as a travelling salesman. From 1943 to
1945, he is a produce manager. No place of work is ever given. 

“In 1946, Max gets into the fur industry as an employee of Elias Reich
and Co. fur manufactures located on the 6th floor of the Jacob Crowley
Building. He worked there and for its successor, J. H. Hecht, until 1948.

“In 1949 and 1950, Max's occupation is listed as a "tracker" – no expla-
nation of the job title or a place of work was given.” 

Both Rose and Frances Geller married and lived in Toronto. Rose mar-
ried someone named Louis Lieberman, while Frances married someone
named Edward Jordan. We were not able to find any further references to
either of the sisters once they left Winnipeg, although we did confirm that
Louis Lieberman has died.

We did learn though that Myer Geller did have an illustrious career.
Following his graduation from St. John’s Tech, he went to the University
of Manitoba, then the University of Minnesota, where he obtained a mas-
ter’s degree in physics. Evidently he returned to Manitoba for at least a
short while because we were able to learn that he crossed into the United
States in 1949, became an American citizen in 1950, then went to MIT
from 1951-55, from where he obtained his PhD in physics.

Myer Geller married Corrine Taper in 1954 in New York. The Gellers
lived at various times in New York, Pennsylvania, and finally California.
As we also noted in our Oct. 28 story, Myer Geller’s name was associated
with 15 different patents. 

We learned that for at least a period of his life Myer Geller worked for a
branch of the US Navy known as NOSC (Naval Operations Support
Centre). With the help of a genealogist friend of former Winnipeggers
Carol and Chuck Faiman we also learned this about Myer Geller:  “in 1960
or 1961 he  moved from a job at Hughes Products to be a senior scientist

at the Solid State Division of Electro-Optical
Systems in Pasadena, CA.”

In 1966  the Gellers moved to San Diego,
which is where they lived until they both died,
Myer in 2016, and Corrine in 2019. They did
not have any children.

Here is the final information we were able
to learn about Myer Geller’s parents:

Max and Sarah Geller eventually moved to
a small apartment at 206 Perth Avenue,
although whether they lived somewhere else
after Bannerman is not clear.  The 1965
Henderson Directory lists his occupation as a
parking lot attendant. Max died in 1966 in St.
Boniface Hospital. 

Now, at this point what I’m writing is pure
speculation: Sarah Geller likely remained in Winnipeg. When she died in
1984 she was buried in Rosh Pina Cemetery alongside her husband. Her
children all lived in different cities – a situation which is quite familiar to
so many of us. We cannot absolutely confirm that Mrs. Geller remained in
Winnipeg, but here is what we speculate:  A woman who would have been
73 when her husband died, and with no visible means of support, living in
a very modest apartment, would likely have  been dependent upon her chil-
dren for support.

And where did individuals in that position usually end up? The evidence
would seem to point to the Sharon Home, at 146 Magnus Avenue. Here we
have an elderly widow with at least one of her children earning what must
have been a very good income. (The Myer and Corrine Geller Trust even-
tually donated over $7 million Cdn, altogether, of which the donation to the
Sharon Home/Simkin Centre was only 11% of the total amount donated.)

The likelihood is that Sarah Geller ended her days at the Sharon Home;
hence the huge donation made to the Sharon Home. 

Although we are told that the Simkin Centre did do a search in order to
try to determine the basis for the donation they received from the Geller
Trust, until now there would have been very scant information upon which
an investigation could have proceeded.

We are not certain whether it will be possible to find records that would
prove Sarah Geller was a resident there, but according to Shelly Faintuch,
daughter of the late Dr. Henry Faintuch, who was executive director of the
Sharon Home for many years, her father kept meticulous records of all res-
idents in the home. If those records still exist, they should answer the ques-
tion whether Sarah Geller did indeed live in the Sharon Home. In the mean-
time though, we are told the Simkin Centre is preoccupied with other mat-
ters, i.e., dealing with the COVID pandemic, and so it is quite understand-
able that any search for records that might show that Sarah Geller lived at
the Sharon Home will have to be put off until the emergency situation has
abated.

By no means do we want to indicate that the mystery is conclusively
solved; we merely want to show that the trail of evidence which has
emerged has led in a direction that could reasonably lead one to conclude
why Myer Geller would have wanted to make such a large donation to the
Sharon Home.

Justice Ginsburg and Stan Polovets at the
Western Wall in Jerusalem (Natasha Kuperman)

Frances Geller
(one of Myer’s

two sisters)

The Geller family
home at 284
Bannerman, which is
where Myer Geller
would have lived when
he attended St. John’s
Tech

Geller Mystery
(Continued from page 1.)

Ginsburg
(Continued from page 5.)



On October 9 the
Nobel Committee
announced that

the World Food
Programme is this year’s
recipient of the Nobel
Peace Prize.

According to the Nobel
Committee press release
announcing the news,

“the World Food Programme (WFP) is the world’s
largest humanitarian organization addressing
hunger and promoting food security. In 2019, the WFP provided assistance
to close to 100 million people in 88 countries who are victims of acute food
insecurity and hunger.

As former Winnipegger Hersh Shefrin noted in an article he wrote for the
October 13 issue of Forbes Magazine, “the WFP was created in 1961 at the
behest of U.S. President Dwight Eisenhower as an experiment to test the
feasibility of providing food aid through the UN”. The new organization
came into being through “the vision, effort, and skill of the people who
conceived the idea and worked to make it first a reality, and then a suc-
cess.” As it happens, one of those people was my uncle, the late Frank
Shefrin.

The WFP came about as a third attempt by the UN, after two failures, to
craft a program that would use food surpluses intelligently so that nobody
in the world would have to go to bed hungry, Hersh Shefrin pointed out in
the article.  The first two attempts - in 1946 and 1949 – failed “largely
because no constellation of policy makers viewed them as being in their
own best interests. The proposals were just too ambitious to be a fit with
policy makers’ incentives.”

In 1959, Hersh Shefrin reported, his uncle was Canada’s delegate at an
FAO (the United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization) conference
when Canada’s Minister of Agriculture floated the idea behind the WFP as
a trial balloon. “As point man for the Canadian delegation at that confer-
ence, Frank Shefrin occupied a central role in managing the discussion
about how to move forward on the objective of building a multilateral food
aid program,” Shefrin wrote.

“Such a program would be structured to address two goals at once. The
first goal related to the fact that the United States and Canada had large sur-
pluses of wheat and dairy products. These surpluses needed to be managed
in order to avoid low prices that would result from them being placed on
the market. The second goal was feeding the hungry, with the goal of facil-
itating agricultural development in poorer countries. Using surpluses for
food aid was already a feature of the U.S. Food for Peace Program, and
provided the incentives necessary to move forward on the development
goal.

“Two years later, in 1961, support from government leaders in the U.S.
and Canada led to a resolution being submitted to the UN General
Assembly for a pilot version that would eventually evolve into the WFP
that we have come to know, a multilateral organization bringing together
donors and recipients in partnership”

So how did a Jewish kid from the North End come to play such an impor-
tant role in fighting world hunger? Hersh Shefrin gives a lot of the credit
for his uncle’s commitment to social justice to a teacher  and teacher at the
socialist Yiddish-language Arbeiter Ring School by the name of Moshe
Bloshtein.

“My dad and Uncle Frank were very impressed with Mr. Bloshtein,”
notes Shefrin in an interview with this writer.  “He had a fiery personality
– from what I was told – and a deep connection to his students.  Uncle
Frank once told me that Bloshtein had a strong influence on his life’s work.

”He wanted to work to make the world a better place.”
Where Shefrin’s contemporaries aimed for careers in conventional (for

Jewish boys in the 1930s) fields such
as law and medicine, the future civil
servant chose to pursue studies in
agriculture with a view to broaden-
ing his horizons.

“The University of Manitoba had
a particularly strong Faculty of
Agriculture at that time,” Shefrin
notes.

Frank Shefrin graduated from the
U of M in 1934, followed by post-
graduate studies at Iowa State
University and the University of
Chicago.  After university, he came
back to Winnipeg and went to work
for the provincial Department of
Agriculture doing research on collec-
tive farm policies.  In 1941, he trans-

ferred to the Federal Government where he focused on fertilizer policy.
“Uncle Frank was a representative for Canada at the formation of the

FAO in Quebec City in 1945,” his nephew recounts. 
In the early 1950s, Shefrin spent two years in Rome at the FAO, on leave

from the Canadian Government.
Shefrin retired in 1978 from his position as chair of Canada’s

Interdepartmental Committee on the WFP.  After retirement, he continued
to work as a consultant focusing on agriculture.

He passed away in 1989.
In the Forbes article, Hersh Shefrin surmised that his uncle would have

been extremely proud that the WFP that reflected his vision, effort, and
skill would receive the Nobel Peace Prize.  “He described the WFP as the
greatest success story in the United Nations system.”

Although Frank
Shefrin departed
Winnipeg many years
ago, he still has fami-
ly members here
including his sister,
Pauline Nudler, and
several nephews and
nieces – all of whom
can be proud of the
legacy that he left.

Former Winnipegger Frank Shefrin one of founding fathers of 
Nobel Prize-winning World Food Programme
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Looking back
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By

MYRON LOVE

Frank Shefrin

Frank Shefrin at work
(Drawing by 

Elizabeth Shefrin)

Marjorie Taylor Greene becomes Congress’ first 
adherent of the anti-Semitic QAnon theory

Nov. 3, 2020 (JTA) — Georgia Republican Marjorie Taylor Greene will
become the first member of Congress who has expressed belief in the
QAnon conspiracy theory, which is rich in anti-Semitism.

Greene, whose Democratic challenger dropped out of the race in
September, has made headlines throughout the campaign cycle for her pro-
motion of the theory. She signed an online posting in 2018 that accused
Jewish billionaire George Soros and the Rothschild family of being
involved in the conspiracy, which alleges that powerful figures run an
international pedophile ring and influence world policy.

In a rare move for them, the Republican Jewish Coalition endorsed her
Republican primary opponent in July, without comment. Greene’s eventu-
al Democratic opponent, Kevin Van Ausdal, dropped out of the race in the
very conservative 14th district, in part because Greene’s supporters made
him too fearful to campaign.

President Trump has endorsed Greene, calling her a “future star” of the
Republican Party, and the National Republican Congressional Committee
gave her campaign $5,000 in September.



8 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, November 11, 2020

Feature story

Connecting over time
By SUSAN TURNER

In March 1971, 15-year-old Bobbie Suluk was
medevaced from his home in Eskimo Point, North
West Territories, to the D.A. Stewart Centre

Respiratory Hospital in Winnipeg. He had pneumonia,
and Eskimo Point’s medical clinic, built in 1960, did
not have suitable resources for treatment. For years,
many northern and Indigenous Manitobans were sent to
the D.A. Stewart Centre because of tuberculosis and
pneumonia. Originally known as the Central
Tuberculosis Clinic, the Centre studied and treated all
respiratory diseases. 

Over the years, respiratory illnesses have been treated
at centres in Winnipeg, the names of which have
changed through amalgamation and re-organization. In
the Arctic, too, there were name changes. In 1999, the
eastern part of the North West Territories became
Nunavut, Our Land in Inuktitut and the western part became the
Northwest Territories. Additionally, through a June 1989 plebiscite,
Eskimo Point, where Bobbie Suluk lived, became Arviat, Place of the
Bowhead Whale in Inuktitut. Arviat is known for its hunters and artists
including two of Suluk’s brothers, who are carvers, and the singer Susan
Aglukark, O.C., a Juno Award winner. For a virtual tour of and information
about Arviat, visit http://www.aina.ucalgary.ca/arviajuaq/Arviat.html.  

Bobbie traveled alone to Winnipeg, to an environment radically different
from home, where the land and traditional ways were what he knew. He
remained at the Centre for six months until August 1971, much of that time
in intensive care. He was the only Inuit patient. He recalled that “there were
a couple of Indigenous boys there, Cree, Algonquin, not sure, but we could-
n’t speak one another’s languages. I spoke Inuktitut, but I knew enough
English so I could communicate with my doctor, the nurses, and my room-
mate Anthony. I think he was Chinese.” 

The physician assigned to Bobbie was 37-year-old Earl Hershfield, who
checked on him every day. Bobbie became very fond of him, and has
always remembered him. He couldn’t have gotten a better doctor. By 1971,
Earl was already the TB control director for Manitoba, and in addition to
his Winnipeg practice, was on his way to becoming an internationally rec-
ognized expert on tuberculosis with two textbooks and numerous publica-
tions and conferences to his name. One of his consuming interests was the
prevalence of TB and the devastation it wreaked in Canada’s Indigenous
populations and in immigrants. “Hershfield helped lead the fight against
TB for 40 years…set out to revolutionize TB treatment in
Manitoba…introduced standardized testing, drug treatments, and reporting
systems…Hershfield has left a legacy of innovation and compassion…”
(Maurice Mierau, Memoir of a living Disease: The Story of Earl Hershfield
and Tuberculosis in Manitoba and Beyond. Great Plains Publications,
2005). To listen to a 2009 interview with Hershfield about TB, log in to the
Winnipeg Free Press at
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/special/TBspecial/what-is-tb-
468871103.html 

His treatment completed, Bobbie Suluk returned home, completed grade
12, and worked over the years for various government and planning agen-
cies, ultimately becoming a justice of the peace. Using dog-sleds in the
winter and ATVs in the summer, he also continued his traditional hunting

of caribou, the
meat for food and the skins for use
on the sleds. Retiring at 60 in 2016,
Bobbie and his wife Angelina estab-
lished A&B Suluk Translation
Services, an Inuktitut/English trans-
lation and interpretation service for
businesses, government agencies,
and individuals. There are nine
Inuktitut dialects spoken across the
territories, and the Suluks know
five. Their work reaches interna-
tionally with clients in Egypt and
India. They translate all manner of
documents, including texts that peo-
ple want on Facebook. 

Several months ago, Bobbie
called Earl’s wife Betty Anne want-
ing to know how ‘his doctor’ was.
In October, the Suluks came to
Winnipeg for medical appoint-
ments, and Bobbie wanted to see
Earl, now 86, and living at the
Simkin Centre. With COVID rag-
ing, the Suluks visited one Friday afternoon; they stood outside the win-
dows and the Hershfields inside. Earl recognized Bobbie immediately, and
was so excited to see him that he raised himself from his wheelchair and
pressed his face against the window. Bobbie held up a photo of his father
Edward Nibgoarsi, who had come to see him when he was in treatment.
Earl recognized him, too. 

Betty Anne relates that it was a beautiful visit that spoke to the power of
‘connection’. That evening, Bobbie and Angelina came to Betty Anne’s for
dinner. It was shabbes, and she served the usual: challah, chicken soup,
chicken, and one of her incredible desserts. Betty Anne lit candles, said kid-
dush, and Bobbie, an observant Christian, offered a prayer to Jesus. Earl
loved this story! 

Susan Turner is a Winnipeg artist and curator and Earl Hershfield’s
cousin. Her father Leible and Earl’s father Sheppy were brothers.

Bobbie Suluk (left), & his
roommate Anthony, in D.A.
Stewart Centre Respiratory
Hospital, 1971

Edward Nibgoarsi, 
Bobbie Suluk’s father, 1995

(Suluk collection)

Earl Hershfield taking an x-ray,
North Knife Lake, Manitoba,
1968. (Joann MacMorran collection).
Macmorran was Hershfield’s
long-time clinic nurse. Photo repro-
duced from Mierau, Memoir of a Living
Disease, p.70

Earl Hershfield
(2012 file photo)

By BEN HARRIS and CNAAN LIPHSHIZ and
GABE FRIEDMAN 

Nov. 7, 2020 (JTA) — Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, the
former chief rabbi of the United Kingdom whose
extensive writings and frequent media appearances
commanded a global following among Jews and non-
Jews alike, has died.

Sacks died Saturday morning at age 72, his Twitter
account . He was in the midst of a third bout of can-
cer, which he had announced in October.

Sacks was among the world’s leading exponents of
Orthodox Judaism for a global audience. In his 22
years as chief rabbi, he emerged as the most visible
Jewish leader in the United Kingdom and one of the
European continent’s leading Jewish voices, offering
Jewish wisdom to the masses through a regular seg-
ment he produced for the BBC. He had a close rela-
tionship with former British Prime Minister Tony
Blair, who called Sacks “an intellectual giant” and presented him with a
lifetime achievement award in 2018.

Sacks was also an immensely prolific author, addressing pressing social
and political issues in a succession of well received books. His popular
commentary on the prayer book, published by Koren, helped to dethrone

the more traditionalist Artscroll Siddur as the preeminent
prayer book in American Modern Orthodox synagogues.

Sacks was normally averse to mixing religion and poli-
tics, something he discussed, along with his latest book,
“Morality: Restoring the Common Good in Divided
Times,” and an array of other hot-button topics .

“When anger erupts in a body politic, there is quite often
a justified cause. But then the political domain has got to
take that anger and deal with it very fast,” he told JTA’s
opinion editor Laura Adkins. “Because anger exposes the
problem but never delivers the solution.”

But he did take public stances on two topics that were
often ensnared with European politics: Israel and anti-
Semitism.

Sacks spoke out publicly as Britain’s Labour Party was
engulfed in an anti-Semitism scandal under its previous
leader Jeremy Corbyn, calling .

“We have an anti-Semite as the leader of the Labour Party
and her majesty’s opposition. That is why Jews feel so threatened by Mr.
Corbyn and those who support him,” Sacks said in 2018 during an inter-
view with the New Statesman.

That judgement paved the way
for the current British Chief

Jonathan Sacks seen as the
chief rabbi of the United

Kingdom, circa 2000 
(John Downing/Getty Images) 

Jonathan Sacks, former UK chief rabbi and Jewish ‘intellectual giant,’ dies at 72

Continued on page 9. See “Sacks”.
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Former New York Times opinion page editor sounds the alarm about left wing antisemitism

Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis to harshly
condemn the Labour Party, a
precedent-setting event in British
Jewish life.

Corbyn was replaced in April by
centrist Keir Starmer, who has apologized for how anti-Semitism was
allowed to flourish in Labour’s ranks under Corbyn. Starmer, who is mar-
ried to a Jewish woman, expressed his condolences to “the entire Jewish
world”  on Saturday.

“He was a towering intellect whose eloquence, insights and kindness
reached well beyond the Jewish community. I have no doubt that his lega-
cy will live on for many generations,” Starmer wrote.

Sacks was also vocal in his opposition to the forces that lead to anti-
Semitism on the far left and the far right, as he .

“Anti-Semitism has little to do with Jews — they are its object, not its
cause — and everything to do with dysfunction in the communities that
harbor it,” he wrote.

In 2017, in a , Sacks called anti-Zionism a new form of anti-Semitism,
arguing that it denies Jews the “right to exist collectively with the same
rights as everyone else.”

The video was based on a 2016 speech Sacks delivered in Brussels,
which is widely seen as having paved the way to Britain’s adoption later
that year of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s definition
of anti-Semitism.

But the video went far beyond political and academic circles, and became
symbolic of Sacks’ ability to reach mainstream audiences. Rachel Riley, a

famous British Jewish game show television host, last year , telling her
over 600,000 Twitter followers that it is “the best explanation of anti-
semitism I’ve seen.”

Sacks branched out beyond religious and Jewish cultural thought as well.
In 2017 he  about “facing the future without fear” and what he called a
“fateful moment” in Western history after the election of Donald Trump as
U.S. president, citing Thomas Paine and anthropologists to make an argu-
ment about returning a culture of togetherness.

Born in London in 1948, Sacks studied at Cambridge University. While
a student there in the 60s, he visited Rabbi Menachem Schneerson — the
spiritual leader who is credited with turning the Hasidic Chabad-Lubatvitch
movement into a powerful organizing force of Jewry around the world —
in New York City. Sacks credits that meeting with inspiring him to get
involved with Jewish studies, as he detailed in a  for Chabad.org in 2011.

He became the rabbi of the Golders Green synagogue in London’s most
Orthodox neighborhood in the late 70s and then rabbi of the Marble Arch
synagogue in central London.

The U.K. Board of Deputies of British Jews President Marie van der Zyl
also released a statement on Saturday.

“Rabbi Sacks was a giant of both the Jewish community and wider soci-
ety. His astounding intellect and courageous moral voice were a blessing to
all who encountered him in person, in writing or in broadcast,” van der Zyl
said.

Sacks is survived by his wife Elaine, three children and several grand-
children.

By MYRON LOVE

Last July, Bari Weiss, the New York Times opinion
department editor, quit the paper - after a three-
year run – blasting her colleagues at the Times

for bullying and smearing her in behavior that only be
described as antisemitic.

In mid-October, she penned a piece in Tablet sound-
ing the alarm for the antisemitism growing exponen-
tially on the left. Naturally, she had to throw in the
obligatory - for a Jewish liberal- dig at Donald Trump,
arguably the best friend that the Jewish people have
ever had in the White House.

In her piece, she cites a number of disturbing inci-
dents which should be telling Jews loud and clear that
they are no longer welcome in the Democratic party or
on the left in general – unless they are prepared to
denounce the State of Israel and remain silent when it comes to antisemit-
ic behavior among their left wing peers. 

She pointed out that “the most recent major outrage in the Jewish com-
munity came on the Shabbat before Yom Kippur when many American
Jews seemed dumbfounded by what was to me predictable news:
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, progressive superstar, had pulled out of an
evening honoring Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli prime minister assassinated
because of his efforts to make peace with the Palestinians.

“Many Jews were shocked. If Rabin, the symbol of progressive Zionism,
is out of bounds, are any Israelis acceptable?” she wondered.  “Why would
the congresswoman from the Bronx—representing the political party to
which upward of 70% of American Jews have been consistently loyal—
possibly do such a thing?”

Weiss’s response was that AOC (as she is known) “was sending a clear
signal about who belongs in the new progressive coalition and who does
not.”

Further Weiss examples include a Jewish-founded elite private K-12
school in Manhattan that hosted a speaker who equated Israelis with Nazis
as well as a tweet posted by Chelsea Handler showing a clip of Louis
Farrakhan at a march in Washington, D.C. where marchers were chanting
that Israel murders children; and the Mayor of New York City publicly
blaming “the Jewish community” for the spread of COVID.

This enormous change, this acceptance of antisemitism among the left
and the Democratic party,  (and this applies to Canada as well) is because
what used to be considered “liberal” – “the belief that everyone is equal
because everyone is created in the image of God, the belief in the sacred-
ness of the individual over the group or the tribe, the belief that the rule of
law—and equality under that law—is the foundation of a free society, the
belief that due process and the presumption of innocence are good and that
mob violence is bad, the belief that pluralism is a source of our strength;
that tolerance is a reason for pride; and that liberty of thought, faith, and
speech are the bedrocks of democracy” – no longer exists.

“American liberalism is under siege” she writes. “There is a new ideolo-
gy vying to replace it – a mixture of postmodernism, postcolonialism, iden-
tity politics, neo-Marxism, critical race theory, intersectionality, and the
therapeutic mentality.

“The new creed’s premise,” she explained, “is that we are in a war in

which the forces of justice and progress are arrayed
against the forces of backwardness and oppression. And in
a war, the normal rules of the game—due process; politi-
cal compromise; the presumption of innocence; free
speech; even reason itself—must be suspended. Indeed,
those rules themselves were corrupt to begin with—
designed, as they were, by dead white males in order to
uphold their own power.”

She adds that “the beating heart of this new ideology is
critical race theory which teaches that “there is no such
thing as neutrality, not even in the law” and Martin Luther
King’s teaching of “judging people not based on the color
of their skin but by the content of their character—must
itself be deemed racist.”

She noted that one of the leading proponents of this ide-
ology – one Ibram X. Kendi  (who ironically holds the late

Elie Wiesel’s old chair at Boston University) believes that “to be antiracist
is to see all cultures in their differences as on the same level, as equals.” He
writes: “When we see cultural difference we are seeing cultural differ-
ence—nothing more, nothing less.”

Weiss’s response is that “it should go without saying that, for Jews, an
ideology that contends that there are no meaningful differences between
cultures is not simply ridiculous—we have an obviously distinct history,
tradition and religion that has been the source of both enormous tragedy as
well as boundless gifts—but is also, as history has shown, lethal.

“By simply existing as ourselves, Jews undermine the vision of a world
without difference. And so the things about us that make us different must
be demonized, so that they can be erased or destroyed: Zionism is refash-
ioned as colonialism; government officials justify the murder of innocent
Jews in Jersey City; Jewish businesses can be looted because Jews are the
face of capital: Jews are flattened into “white people,” our living history
obliterated, so that someone with a straight face can suggest that the
Holocaust was merely White on White crime. She pointed out that “this is
no longer a fringe view. This ideology has become the dominant moral
orthodoxy in our universities, and has seeped out and spread to every facet
of American life— publishing houses, tech, arts, theater, newspapers,
media,” and, increasingly, corporations.”

She charges that in the face of this growing threat communal leadership
is missing in action and worse. She cites pulpit rabbis “who argue that Jews
should not claim ourselves to be indigenous  to the land of Israel, an orga-
nization meant to fight antisemitism that aligns itself with (the antisemitic)
Al Sharpton and the city with the largest Jewish population in the country,
whose communal outfits seem to care more about lending cover to politi-
cians than ensuring the physical safety of Jews.

“That leaders and philanthropists charged to protect and nurture our com-
munity are entertaining, and at times embracing, such nihilistic and anti-
American ideas is a scandal,” she wrote.

“Young Jews who grasp the scope of this problem and want to fight it
thus find themselves up against two fronts: their ideological enemies and
their own communal leadership,” she concluded.

But it is among this group that she sees the main hope for the Jewish
community.

BARI WEISS

Sacks
(Continued from opposite page.)



“Borders and Belonging: A Memoir”
By Mira Sucharov
Published by Palgrave Macmillan, September 2020
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

There’s something strangely compelling about reading the memoir of
a talented individual who has decided to lay it all out for total
strangers to discover some of her innermost secrets.

A few years back I reviewed a memoir by Henriette Ivanans, who hap-
pens to now be living in Winnipeg (married to Kevin McIntyre, about
whom we have written many times in this paper). In her memoir, titled “In
Pillness and in Health: A memoir” Henriette revealed her long and arduous
struggle with addiction to a panoply of different types of medications. She
was so searing in her self-criticism that it was almost painful reading her
amazing story of survival against all odds.

Now, in a different way, well known academic and commentator Mira
Sucharov discusses her own long-held emotional struggles, first triggered
by the divorce of her parents when she was five, in her memoir, titled
“Memoirs and Belonging: A Memoir”.

I have to admit that I have only a passing acquaintance with Mira’s career
– which might help me to be more objective in discussing her memoir. I
hadn’t ever read anything else she has ever written – which would proba-
bly come as a surprise to her, since I am well aware that she is a prolific
writer with a reputation as a Middle East expert. 

It’s not that I’ve shied away from reading anything by Mira Sucharov –
it’s just that I’ve never enjoyed reading academic articles about the Middle
East, even though I myself have a background in Political Studies – as she
does. Ever since I finished university – which was ages ago, I’ve preferred
to distance myself from anything that’s footnoted.

But “Memoirs and Belonging” is no academic treatise. Mira Sucharov is
a talented writer who certainly knows how to tell a story; in this case the
story is one of anxiety and elation as she forged a deeply held love for
Israel from a very young age. Yet, as much as her interest in Israel has been
a central focus of her life, her determination to view Israel in as objective
a manner as possible has taken its toll.

Her opening chapter relates a story that reveals the extent to which she’s
been ostracized by a very good portion of the Canadian Jewish communi-
ty for daring to question Israel’s behaviour vis-à-vis the Palestinians.

During her career as
an academic, for
which she’s received
multiple awards (not
that she discusses any
of those in her book;
any Google search will
readily disclose how
well respected Mira is
as a professor and a
commentator), she’s
received scorn from
both the right and the
left for daring to
attempt to be even
handed in her assess-
ment of Israel and the
Palestinians.

No doubt what many
members of the
Winnipeg Jewish com-
munity will find par-
ticularly interesting
though are Mira’s rec-
ollections of growing
up here, where she
attended Jewish day
schools and, more sig-
nificantly for readers
of this paper, where
she attended a summer
camp that had a
Labour Zionist orien-
tation (which, interest-
ingly, she never refers
to by its name: Camp
Massad).

For anyone who’s
attended Camp
Massad, reading
Mira’s reminiscences
about camp life would
be reason enough to
want to read the book,
as her descriptions of

that camp are as well drawn as one could
find anywhere in reading about a summer
camp.

But, it’s in Mira’s painful discussion of
the traumas she’s endured in her life –
which is not really all that long yet, since
she must either just be 50 or close to it,
based on certain references she makes that
she provides some of the most jarring pas-
sages. I’ve already referenced her parents’
divorce which, as she describes it,
occurred without any rancor between her
parents and was as civil a breakup as one
could hope to have. For Mira, however, it
was a life-shattering experience and read-
ing about how that break-up still reverber-
ate with her offers a salutary lesson in how
a marital break-up, no matter how well
behaved the parents may be toward one
another at the time of the break-up, can be
so devastating for children all through
their lives.

One other chapter that hits home like a
ton of bricks is when Mira recounts read-
ing a newspaper article about skin moles
and takes a more careful look at a mole on
her arm. Lucky for Mira, her mother did-
n’t procrastinate for one moment and, as
it turned out, the mole was cancerous and
likely would have led to an early death
had it not been caught in time.

Later, Mira discusses allergies she has
developed to certain foods and her fre-
quent bouts with overwhelming anxiety.
When she describes the often extremely
stressful situations which she doesn’t
avoid as an academic who is not afraid to
take unpopular stands, it’s easy to under-
stand the psychological toll that the career
path she’s taken has had on her.

The memoir is not written in chronological fashion; it flits back and forth
between episodes that occurred at various times in Mira’s life. Of all her
experiences, however, in addition to her love of Camp Massad, it is the
many times that Mira has visited and lived in Israel about which she writes
most evocatively. 

Her first visit to Israel was in 1983  with her  bobe, Marian Margolis. That
visit led to such a deep affection for Israel that Mira was motivated to
return over and over again where, at various times, she was a student, a res-
ident of a kibbutz (also while she was a student), and an academic. 

And although a search of her online biography reveals that Mira received
her MA from the University of Toronto and her PhD from Georgetown, in
her memoir she writes only about her time spent at McGill, from where she
obtained her BA. She admits that she was drawn to McGill because that
was the school her father attended and she wanted to emulate his experi-
ence as much as possible. While her mother is also referred to in very lov-
ing terms, it is Mira’s relationship with her father that resonates throughout
this memoir.

Another episode though that will probably upset more traditional readers
is when Mira describes her love affair with an Arab student at McGill.
While she is hardly graphic in her description, she is certainly far more can-
did in what she writes than anything she has to say about her husband who,
for all intents and purposes, comes across as a nice Jewish boy who would
certainly meet with the approval of most bobes.

Toward the end of the book Mira summarizes the conflicting forces that
have shaped her life in a paragraph that both offers a glimpse of the emo-
tional currents that are still swirling within her, it also gives you an idea just
how gifted she is as a wordsmith:

“Panic. It’s like being a child of divorce all over again as I try to pull the
pieces together: safety and danger, reality and fear, swinging between
houses with different carpets, between marriages and separations, between
my real home and my dad’s home and the home-away-from-home that is
summer camp, between the reality of the present and my nostalgia for the
past, between Israel as a lived reality and my image of the place, between
political poles, between parts of my community and between my commu-
nity and that of others—as I try to locate a single, coherent, authentic nar-
rative that is safe and secure and true.”

It’s not always easy reading a memoir where the author dissects her life
in such an open and candid manner, and I’m not sure how many of the indi-
viduals whose paths have crossed Mira’s would be aware of the emotional
angst which is so pervasive throughout this book, but it takes a very brave
individual to have written such an open and, at times, quite raw, recounting
of a life.

Former Winnipegger Mira Sucharov bares her soul in new memoir
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MIRA SUCHAROV

Mira with her bobe
Marian Margolis at
Massada, 1983



By MYRON LOVE

Rebecca Chess credits their home congrega-
tion – Temple Shalom – with starting their
Jewish spiritual journey that is leading them

to a life as a rabbi.
“I really appreciate that my parents (Jim Chess

and Karyn Glass) chose to become members of
Temple Shalom,” says Chess who came out as
Queer in 2016 and non-binary a couple of years
ago.  “I had often felt ostracized, that I didn’t fit in.
At Temple Shalom, there is a sense that everyone is
welcome.”

Chess grew up in River Heights where they were
initially a student at Brock Corydon School’s
Hebrew Bilingual program. They finished their ele-
mentary schooling at Montrose School and attended
high school at St. Mary’s Academy.

Chess left Winnipeg in 2013 for university in
Toronto.  “It was important for me to leave home to
grow and learn who I was as a person,” they say. “I
really loved being in Toronto.  I enjoyed the free-
dom to explore who I was and what I wanted to be.”

Chess observes that they didn’t try to connect with a Jewish community
while in their first two years of study at the University of Toronto.  In third
year, however, they were attracted to a new Hillel rabbi who helped return
them to their personal spiritual quest.

“We began working together to reach out to other Jewish members of the
LGBTQ2IA community,” Chess recalls.  “We started a discussion group
called Rainbow Jews in order to create a supportive Jewish community for
us, a community based on Jewish tradition in an effort to heal the sense of
alienation.  Many of us had experienced a lot of pain growing up in Jewish
communities that were not inclusive.

“That experience through Hillel refreshed my love of community.”
While at university, Chess was also involved in the theatre community.

Following graduation (with a major in English Literature and minor in
Jewish Studies), they chose to pursue a career in film as a producer’s assis-
tant.

“It was grueling work, really stressful,” they recall.  “There was a lot of
yelling.  After nine or ten months, I began questioning if this was what I
really wanted to do.  About that time, my best friend went into the hospi-
tal.  While looking around the office, I began to think about my values,
what impact I wanted to have in the world and if film could fulfill them

“The next day, I Googled how to become a rabbi.”
They further contacted their Hillel rabbi for direction.
“As I had grown up at Temple Shalom,  I decided to seek ordination

through the Reform Movement, “ they say.
In 2019 they began their rabbinic studies at Hebrew Union College-

Jewish Institute of Religion’s Los Angeles campus. Chess explains that the
path to ordination is a five-year program with the first year spent studying

in Israel.  They spent last year in Jerusalem.
“I made a pact with myself to go to Israel with an

open mind,” Chess says.  I found the country to be
amazing. The country is beautiful and enriching.  I
was challenged by the complexity of the society. It
was a blessing to be in a place where I could engage
in Judaism without having to deal with the conflict
of living Jewishly in a non-Jewish society.”

Chess adds that they also often found it trying.
“There is also a lot that needs to change,” they com-
ment.   “I left Israel with a sense of responsibility for
the challenges that need to be addressed.”

This year, Chess was supposed to be beginning
their studies state-side at the LA campus. Due to
COVID, however, they have been back home in
Winnipeg for the past few months and, as with many
students, learning online via Zoom.

“The plan is hopefully to be in LA next year,” they
note.

One of the requirements of the HUC program is
that rabbinical students – beginning in second year –
gain first-hand pulpit experience through becoming

visiting rabbis for small North American congregations – a program from
which Temple Shalom has benefitted when the congregation has been
between rabbis.

Chess’s congregation is Shir Ami  - with about 60 family units - in Castro
Valley, California.  “It has been a nice experience serving the congregation
online,” they note.  “There are also advantages to being in contact this way
- rather than just going out to the community one weekend a month.
Although the congregation can’t have Torah services, I am just a click away
on Zoom for anyone who wants to contact me.

“For example, I have a bat-mitzvah student I am able to work with every
second week online.”

Over Yom Tov,
Chess assisted Temple
Shalom’s Rabbi Allan
Finkel and Cantor Len
Udow in leading
Sukkot services.

“I am surprised at
how much I enjoy
studying Torah,” they
say.  “I feel an ances-
tral connection, that I
am part of a long line
of students studying
Mishna and Talmud.

“I have found my
place and am excited
about what is still to
come.”

Former Temple Shalom member’s spiritual journey leading to rabbinical career
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Community news

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre:
Making a difference for our seniors 

when they need it most
In March, when Gwen Secter had to close its doors, they began calling

their members to check in and they noticed one common struggle: food
insecurity. Seniors could not get out to buy groceries; they could not get
out to the meal programs they normally attended. Executive Director
Becky Chisick saw a need and began delivering meals to homes. The meal
delivery program began by delivering a handful of meals twice weekly to
members in need. But demand has continued to grow, and they are now
distributing over 600 meals twice weekly. When they are able, they also
distribute essential kits which contain items such as masks, hand sanitizer
and cards. Over the summer Gwen Secter received a grant to offer fresh
produce which was distributed with meals, and through a partnership with
City Bread they are able to provide challah with Friday deliveries. 

In partnership with Jewish Child and Family Service, they have devel-
oped a medical transportation hotline and service, to transport seniors with
mobility issues to medical appointments. 

With the importance of mental well-being, they have recently launched
an online music series in October; a ten week virtual concert series. This is
a free program, and only requires an email to register. Please visit their
website at www.gwensecter.com to sign up. 

Jewish Federation of Winnipeg is proud to partner with Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre to help sustain programs like these during the pan-
demic. During this difficult time for all our agencies and our community,
please consider a donation to the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s
Combined Jewish Appeal (CJA) Campaign. No other gift has the power to
impact more Jewish lives than a gift to the CJA.
To learn more and donate now, visit www.jewishwinnipeg.org or call

204.477.7428.

REBECCA CHESS
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ZETTA IRENE (RENEE) GOLDBERG
Our dear mother

passed away on
September 19, 2020.

She was predeceased
by our beloved father,
Max, and beloved sister
Terri (Jerry). She is sur-
vived by her children
Frank (Mercedes),
Marilyn (Norman) and
Laurie (Lesley), 12
grandchildren, Jason
(Ada), Carlie (Junior),
Aviva (Greg), Amy,

Daniel, Jennifer (Wojtek), Maxa (Dov), Amanda
(Rob), Adam (Jenna), Rachel, Mikaela and Matthew,
and 11 great grandchildren, Leeza, Sadie, Chloe,
Sam, Isaac, Ben, Teddy, Julia, Harvey, Violet and
Myles.

Mom was born in 1926 in London, England, where
she married our father, a Canadian soldier in the
intelligence force, during the war. In 1946 she
crossed the ocean with Frank to join Dad in Canada.
Our parents planted their life together with very lit-
tle. They persevered, worked hard, and provided
their children with a loving, comfortable home full
of joy and laughter, while also ensuring they were
provided great life and educational opportunities.

Together with Dad, Mom loved to entertain friends
and family. She was an amazing cook and baker.
Everyone loved spending time with her and she
loved people from all walks of life. Her great energy,
positive attitude and high standards made her a per-
son that so many people wanted to hang around with,
seek advice from, or simply enjoy some conversation
with. Our Mom always made friends, family and
acquaintances feel our home was always open, any
time, any day. No matter what age she was at the
time, she was always wise before her years. As a
bubby, she was like a second mother, always having
time for her grandchildren and great grandchildren.
She put everyone else first. She will be missed by so
many forever and ever; may her memory be a bless-
ing.

We had a private funeral on September 22, 2020. If
friends desire, donations in mom’s memory may be
made to The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, Terri
Sawyer fund (204-477-7520) or a charity of your
choice.

JACK SHINDLEMAN 
(September 30, 1923 - October 28, 2020)

Young at 97 years and
4 weeks. Yes, Jack
Shindleman was young.
He lived independently,
cooked, cleaned and
drove himself. His joy of
life included being a
loyal minyannaire at
Shaarey Zedek for 22
years. Jack deserved to
be fearless of age, and
proud of it too. How
young he seemed, was
and looked.

Jack Shindleman was the second youngest of
seven children, and grew up knowing the challenges
of being a member of an immigrant family, particu-
larly when others were not always friendly. His par-
ents, Harry and Shprintza came to Canada from
Zhitomer, Russia with their first two children, Clara
and Max. His siblings, all of blessed memory, were
Clara Greenberg, Max Shindelman, Sophie
Goldstein, Elsie Yuffe, Eddie Shindleman and
Gladys Kushner. Jack was also predeceased by his
loving companion, Doris Bordian.

Jack learnt to become a watch repairman, but ulti-
mately left his hometown of Winnipeg to join his sis-
ter Clara and his brother Eddie in Portage la Prairie.
Jack and Eddie became a team at work in a grocery
store, as livestock buyers, and as dealers in scrap
metals and furs. He was also a founder of Prairie
Abattoir in Portage la Prairie. Over the years, they
were the true welcoming team to many a Portage
family. With humour and a large dose of generosity,
bonds of trust and loyalty were developed with cus-
tomers. Many adults today will remember the joking
and teasing, as well as the genuine interest in and
care for their welfare that came along with a visit to
the grocery store. Jack was an integral part of this.
Jack always had a story to share, always made peo-
ple welcome.

Elected and re-elected several times as city coun-
cillor in Portage la Prairie, Jack’s approach was
summed up in one sentence: “My name is Jack
Shindleman and I will work for Portagers to make
Portage a better place.” Simple. To the point. And,
indeed, that is just what he did. Jack also served as
Deputy Mayor.

He had an expansive knowledge of world affairs,
but he also had an encyclopedic mind of every cor-
ner and highway in the province of Manitoba. In his
early years, Jack drove a horse and buggy to travel
rural Manitoba along with his father in the livestock
trade. A trade he continued throughout his life. And,
those roads were indelibly written in his mind.
Imagine the winter storms he prevailed through. It
showed, because no matter how challenging the
weather or road conditions, Jack was the driver (by
horse and later by car) who remained calm and
always got to the destination. It did not hurt, as well,
that the horses knew the way home!

In 1967, baseball matches of the Pan Am Games
were held in Portage la Prairie. Jack was there to help
and support the teams. He took a continuing interest
in the sport throughout the decades that followed.
One of his last conversations with his great nephew
Edward, who recalls that Jack’s mind remained
sharp, was about the upcoming World Series. Jack’s
passing was hours after the completion of this year’s
World Series. How timely for a man passionate about
the sport.

His regular visits with his nephews and nieces
were Jack’s truest pride. His advice was sought on
innumerable topics. His visits with family were
much awaited. Jack never missed a birthday of a
nephew or niece. He was always there with a hug,
stories to share, and loving kindness.

Few people actually capture the essence of a place.
Manitoba is “Friendly Manitoba”. Jack took this to
become his mantra. He took a genuine interest in
those he met. He had a view on how others could be
helped, or indeed how they could help themselves.
His experiences of people from all across society
fostered wisdom that he shared eagerly.

After his sister Clara became a widow, Jack took it
upon himself to attend to Clara’s wellbeing and was
very dedicated to her. Jack was mechanically-
inclined and well organized. He could fix everything
and anything. Just give him a task and he did it.
Somehow he always figured it out.

Going to an appointment meant that Jack first
stopped to buy Morden’s chocolates to give as a gift
to whomever he met, and their assistants. It was an
act of kindness without any expectation. True kind-
ness. Jack came from most humble beginnings,
experienced the Great Depression and the war years,

and lived a modest lifestyle.
He became a fixture on the local casino circuit, as

well as taking casino tours to the United States with
friends.

After returning to Winnipeg for retirement, he
soon found that retirement could be as busy as work.
With brother Eddie, he travelled around always busy
with too many tasks to complete in a day. The loss of
Eddie in 1998 lead to an ever-increasing bond with
Eddie’s sons, Robert and Sandy. Breakfasts, lunches
and dinners together. Baseball and hockey games
too, always together. Caring for the family pets,
always together. Shabbos and holidays spent togeth-
er with family were a longstanding tradition not to be
missed.

Jack’s siblings predeceased him. He is survived by
many nephews and nieces, including great and great
great nephews and nieces, and their families. We
wish to express our appreciation for the care and
comfort Jack received at the St. Boniface Hospital,
by Dr. Kevin Coates, and a very special note of
appreciation to Marlene who became Jack’s faithful
aid, driver and companion. We also thank the pall-
bearers, Howard Yuffe, Stephen Yuffe, Michael
Kushner, Jared Kushner, Stephen Rosenfield, and
Howie Raber.

Doing the right thing came naturally to Jack.
Donations of food, clothing, his time, as well as
financial support were all part of his way. Should
anyone wish to make a donation, please contribute to
the Gray Academy of Jewish Education, the
Canadian Institute for the Study of Antisemitism
(“CISA”), or a charity of your choice. 

Jack is missed, but not forgotten. His humour and
humility, his friendship and fellowship, his wisdom
and wishes for others, will always be remembered to
bring light to future days. May Jack’s memory for-
ever be a blessing.

PHYLLIS ANNE SPIGELMAN 
Phyllis Anne

Spigelman passed away
peacefully on November
3rd, 2020 at Simkin
Centre.  

Phyllis lived life by
the adage, “if I am only
for myself, what am I?”
These words guided her
through life as a wife,
mother, grandmother,
friend and member of
the community.  Her
well known contribu-

tions to her family, friends, Rosh Pina Synagogue
(later Etz Chayim), the Gwen Secter Center and
Simkin Centre, and the greater Jewish community
exemplified her giving nature.  

Phyllis grew up in the North End of Winnipeg,
attending the Folk School, Luxton School and St.
John’s High School.  She herself never attended uni-
versity, but, along with her life-long partner,
Norman, fostered a deep respect for the value of edu-
cation in each of her three children.

Phyllis took pride in her skills as a hostess and
found great joy in entertaining guests. Her parties at
Winnipeg Beach, Yom Kippur Break Fast at 41
Lansdowne, New Year’s brunch, and decadent holi-
day feasts came to symbolize her caring spirit and
big heart.  In later years, though unable to take on
these tasks independently, she delighted in seeing
these precious traditions pass to her children, nieces
and grandchildren.

Phyllis was predeceased by her loving husband,
Norman and her parents Mollie and David
Margolese.  She leaves to mourn her three children,
Robyn (Stan) Feuerberg of Virginia, Victor (Sheli) of
Texas, Adrienne (Andy) Ross of New Jersey, broth-
ers Martin (Marilyn) Margolese and Joel Margolese
of Winnipeg, six grandchildren (Danielle Arthur,
Amy Feuerberg, Jacob Spigelman, Aliya Gergely-
Spigelman, David Spigelman and Elyse Weiss), four
great-grandchildren Orly and Simon Gergely, Norah
Arthur and Molly Weiss along with many nieces,
nephews and friends.

A private burial was held at the Rosh Pina
Memorial Park on November 5th, 2020. Rabbi Kliel
Rose officiated. If friends/family desire, contribu-
tions can be made in Phyllis’s memory to Gwen
Secter Center for Creative Living or the Norman and
Phyllis Spigelman Leave More Than Memories Fund
at the Jewish Foundation.
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SHARON GAYLE GURALNICK (nee SECTER)
Sharon “Nana”

Guralnick, 70, of
Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada passed away
peacefully but far too
soon on October 26,
2020 in Vancouver, BC
with her family by her
side.

Born in Winnipeg,
Canada on December 6,
1949 to Joseph and
Gwendolyn Secter,

Sharon is survived by Sam, her loving husband of 52
years, children Michael (Rebecca) of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin; Jason (Kerri) of Winnipeg; and Melanie
Finkleman (Benjie) of Vancouver. Sharon will be
especially missed by her seven grandsons: Josh,
Miles, Seth, Gabriel, Max, Jack and Leo. Being a
wife, mother and Nana were Sharon’s greatest plea-
sures.

Sharon grew up in the south end of Winnipeg, as
baby sister to Mondo, David (Patrick), and Harvey
(Sandra). She adored her nephews and niece Alan
Secter, Joel Secter and Beth Paul Steinberg and their
families, and was especially close to her aunt Lillian
Feinstein (Lloyd). At the time of Sharon’s passing,
she and Sam were enjoying retirement in Sidney,
BC.

Sharon will forever be remembered for her love,
friendship, loyalty, supportive nature, and sympa-
thetic ear. She had an infectious laugh that would
brighten up a room – as would her hair. A lover of
horses, fashion, Hollywood, and the latest apps and
games, her youthful appearance was matched by her
youthful spirit that would always lift up the people
around her.

Graveside service was held at the Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery in Winnipeg on October 30, 2020 and
shiva was observed privately by the family.

Sharon, Nana, Mom, we will miss you and hold
you in our hearts forever!

The family is especially appreciative of the nurses
and doctors at St. Paul’s Hospital Palliative Care
Unit in Vancouver for their compassionate caregiv-
ing.

Memorial donations in Sharon’s honour would be
greatly appreciated to any of the following three
organizations: 
St. Paul’s Foundation, Vancouver (specify Sharon

Guralnick nursing scholarship)
https://helpstpauls.com/donate; 
Gwen Secter Creative Living Center, Winnipeg

https://www.gwensecter.com/donate; 
and, Pancreatic Cancer Canada

https://pancreaticcancercanada.ca/ways-to-give/.

FLORENCE KATZ
It is with sadness that

the family of Florence
Katz announces her
passing on October 20,
2020 at the age of 94.

Florence was prede-
ceased by her parents,
Saul and Sarah
Silverberg and her twin
sister Gilda.

Florence leaves to
mourn, her husband
Irving, her Toronto chil-

dren Jody Pepper (Brenda), Dean Pepper (Wendy),
Janice Cukier and Pam Zimmerman (Danny), nine
grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

Her Winnipeg family, Arlene Hochman (Jerry),
Jill Minuk (Darrell),  grandchildren Michael
Hochman (Sari), Jon Hochman,  Amanda Minuk
(Scott) and Alex Minuk (Stephan), great grand-
daughters Hazel and Solly Hochman.

Florence had a zest for life and was a strong feisty
woman who was constantly on the go.  She loved
playing bridge, mah-jong and canasta. She looked
forward to her winters every year in Florida and to be
reunited with her “card friends” of over thirty-five
years.

She will surely be missed by all.
A private graveside service was held at the Shaarey

Zedek Cemetery.
In honour of Florence’s memory, donations can be

made to a charity of your choice.

YVONNE PROSEN - In loving memory
Our beloved Yvonne

passed away on October
24th with her family at
her side. Born in 1931,
she grew up in
Vermillion Bay, Ontario.
Yvonne went to college
and trained as a psychi-
atric nurse both in
Winnipeg and Brandon
where she met her hus-
band Harry Prosen.
Harry and Yvonne

raised four children in Winnipeg. They were heavily
involved in the Jewish community, helping to build a
new synagogue - Temple Shalom. In the 70s, Yvonne
attended the University of Manitoba to achieve an
honours degree in Fine Arts. She was a prolific
painter thoughout her life. She loved nature and had
great empathy for animals.  Her greatest happiness
was spending time with her family. 

Yvonne is survived by her adoring husband, Harry,
their four children, Patricia, Jory, Deidre and David
as well as four grandchildren - Benjamin, Mathilde,
Leo and Jaevin. Yvonne is survived by her sisters
Sigi Schroeder, Vera Austen and brother Ernie
Shussler, all are in Canada.

In Yvonne’s memory and name and in lieu of flow-
ers, tribute donations can be made to the Wisconsin
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Alliance
(https://www.alzwisc.org/) and the Alzheimer
Society of Canada  (https://alzheimer.ca/en). 

DOROTHY SEGAL
It is with great sadness

that we announce the
passing of Dorothy
Segal, peacefully at
home surrounded by the
love of family, at the age
of 91, on Wednesday
October 7, 2020.

Dorothy will be
remembered with love
by her daughter and son-
in-law Alison and Todd
Sheriff; grandchildren,
Ian, Laura, and Jayme;

sisters-in-law Marion Korn, Sylvia Segal, and Marge
Segal; brother-in-law Mickey Hoch, as well as many
nieces and nephews.  She was predeceased by her
parents, Isadore and Laura Korn, husband, Percy
Segal, brother, David Korn, and brothers-in-law and
sisters-in-law, Gilbert and Elsie Segal, Carol and
Morris Berkal, Morry Segal, Sylvia and Morris
Sheldon, Rita Hoch, Albert Segal, and Bill Segal and
Tannia Segal-Whitzman. 

Dorothy was born in Winnipeg in 1928 and lived a
rich and fulfulling Jewish life in the city’s north end.
She went to Peretz School and St. John’s High
School, and then with the encouragement of her
brother David, she also pursued a University educa-
tion, first a Bachelor of Arts from the University of

Manitoba (1950), and then a Bachelor of Library
Science from McGill (1952).  Thus, began her career
with the University of Manitoba libraries – first at
Elizabeth Dafoe Library during Elizabeth Dafoe’s
tenure there, until 1964, when Alison was born, and
then for another 13 years starting in the seventies at
the Dental Library, where she formed a bond with a
special group of library ladies. 

She married Percy in 1953, and they shared 45
wonderful years together living the whole time at
their house on Daffodil street in Garden City with
summers at Winnipeg Beach.  She helped him in his
business – a very detailed and organized bookkeep-
er, and when they retired together in 1987, they
spent the next 10 years enjoying retirement - travel-
ling – Israel, Europe, and Asia, lots of trips to
Toronto, with winters in Palm Springs.  Percy took
her to sports events – hockey, baseball, football,
horseraces, and Dorothy took him to art galleries and
museums.  When Percy got sick 22 years ago, she
selflessly dedicated herself to looking after him.

Dorothy was an active member of Na’amat,
Hatikvah chapter, serving in various position on the
executive.  She participated in B’nai B’rith bowling
leagues and was a very talented Mahjong player.
She liked knitting and reading.  She was comfortable
with her own company.  And she enjoyed her daily
walks and coffee with friends in Kildonan park
(summer and winter) (the mall if it was really cold).  

At 75, she bravely packed up a house full of mem-
ories, left her extended family and friends, and
moved to Toronto to be close to Alison and Todd,
Ian, Laura, and Jayme.  She lived in a lovely condo-
minium 5 minutes away, that she always used to say
was “too nice for her.”

Her greatest joy was her family.  As a mother and
mother-in-law, she was completely unselfish, always
so generous and giving of her time. She was fierce-
ly protective, and she was not afraid to speak her
mind, to defend those close to her, or to just tell it
like it is.  She wasn’t so concerned with what others
thought – the most important thing, was standing up
for what was true and right.  And she knew what was
important.  She rarely complained.  She reserved any
tears and sadness for when no one was around.  She
was a worrier – the 2 words so often heard from her
were “BE CAREFUL”.  But she was always quick to
say that everything would be ok.  She was support-
ive, uplifting, and we knew she was proud.

Becoming a Boobi to Ian, Laura, and Jayme was
one of her biggest joys.    She was an ever-reliable
babysitter, always willing to hop on a plane in a
moment’s notice, usually with a suitcase filled with
toys, books, and clothes (sometimes a Jeanne’s cake
or some great Target finds).  So warm and loving and
patient, freely getting down on the floor to play,
read, whatever would keep them happy.  She took
such pride and naches in watching them grow,
attending birthday parties, school plays and events,
and all three Bar and Bat Mitzvahs.  Her greatest
wish, always, was that Percy could be there to see
them.

The last few years of Dorothy’s life battling
Alzheimer’s Disease were not her best years, but she
lived them with the same calmness, grace, dignity,
and strength of character that she lived her whole
life.  All her caregivers loved her, laughed with her,
and thought she was their kindest and easiest person
to look after.  She was so quick with the thank you’s
to all of them.  Even her doctor once remarked that
she was one of a kind – one of the nice ones.

The family wishes to thank Dorothy’s wonderful
longtime caregivers Myrel and Aneta who showed
her such tremendous kindness, love, and compas-
sion, and kept her so comfortable at home.  Thank
you also to her LHIN care coordinator, Svetlana, the
personal support workers from SRT, especially
Nelda, Lourdes, and Virgie, the nurses from Saint
Elizabeth Health Care, Dr. Richard Allen, Dr.
Alejandra Villalobos Vazquez, and Dr. Chung.

Finally, a special thank you to family and friends
for their outpouring of love, support, and generosity,
and for sharing their memories of Dorothy.  It means
so much to know that she will be remembered in a
special way by the many whose lives she touched.

A graveside service was held on Friday, October 9
at Rosh Pina Cemetery with Rabbi Kliel Rose offici-
ating.  Pallbearers were Todd Sheriff, Joel Korn,
Brian Sheldon, Steven Moscovitch, Brent Apter, and
Ari Marantz.

Donations may be made to the Dorothy and Percy
Segal Memorial Fund c/o The Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba (204) 477-7520, or to a charity of your
choice.

Dorothy, we love you, and we will miss you, and
you will always be with us in our hearts and memo-
ries.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MONTY
GUBERMAN

who passed away
November 17, 1990
29 days in Cheshvan

—It is so hard to believe that
it has been 30 years. Always
remembered by your children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH MINUK
who passed away
October 12, 2010

4 Days in Cheshvan
We will always love
and miss you
— Your loving family.

MEMORIAMS
CONTINUED

ON NEXT PAGE
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In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

ANNE CONNER
who passed away

November 21, 1992
25 Days in Cheshvan, 5754

In mind a constant thought,
in heart a silent sorrow.
— With tears in our eyes and
ache in our hearts, we light
the twenty-eighth candle in
your beautiful memory.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SALLY MALIAN
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
November 5, 1999

26 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

BESSIE
MASLOVSKY

who passed away
November 28, 2000

1 day in Kislev
— Ever remembered and
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANGELA
ENGEL

who passed away
November 13, 1993

30 Days in Cheshvan
— Sadly missed by her
husband, children, grand-
children, mother, and family.

In loving memory of our
beloved daughter & sister

ORIT YONA
ITZHAKI

who passed away
November 14, 1974

29 Days in Cheshvan, 5735
— You are always in our hearts
and are missed and loved daily
by your mother and brother.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaida

ALLAN
NATHAN
MANDEL

who passed away on
November 6, 2002

1 Day in Kislev
We can smile because you
have lived.
We can open our eyes and see
what you left.
We shall cherish your memory
and let it live on.
We love you and miss you more
than words can say.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JOE BERGMAN
who passed away
November 2, 2009

15 Days in Cheshvan
There will never be another
one to replace you in our hearts.
— Remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
sister, brother, brothers-in-
law, sisters-in-law, family &
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

   MEYER SILVER     ROSLYN SILVER
             who passed away       who passed away
            December 18, 2009     November 19, 2019
       

 You touched our lives so deeply.
—Vivian, Rochelle and Mati, Neil and Jemmie,

your grandchildren, great grandchildren, family and friends

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
dearest loving husband,
father, Zaida and Opa

DAVID
ROSENBAUM

Holocaust Survivor
A man of great wisdom,

kindness, integrity and love
who passed on

November 7th, 2018,
30th day of Heshvan, 5779

Our hearts still ache with sadness,
Silent tears continue to flow,

And what is meant to lose you,
no one will ever know.

—Always remembered and dearly
missed by your loving wife
Margot, children, Harry (Hope),
Ruth (Allan), grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, brother,
family and friends.

“As long as we live,
they too will live,

 for they are now as part of us,
as we remember them.”
Always in our thoughts,
forever in our hearts.

Your soul walks with us and
comforts us daily.

In loving memory of

NATHAN
DANIEL

POLLOCK
November 13, 1982

27 Days in Cheshvan
"Once there was a blessing."
— Ever remembered and
missed by his loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRWIN SIMMS
who passed away

November 12, 1985
28 Days in Cheshvan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by your loving
son Martin and family.

In loving memory of

RONALD
SILVER

who passed away
November 15, 2009

28 Days in Cheshvan
Always in our thoughts
Loved and remembered every
day
– Your loving wife Rita,
children, grandchildren and
sisters.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

16th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISADORE JACK
GUTKIN

who passed away
November 11, 2004
28 days in Cheshvan

As time unfolds another year
silent memories keep you near.
— Dearly loved & forever
missed by your wife Ruth,
sons Terry (Carole), Donald
(Belva), grandchildren,  great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

22nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

JOSEPH
ROSENSTOCK

who passed away
February 14, 1998

18 days in Shevat 5758

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our beloved

Our loss so great and deeply felt
— Your children and grandchildren.

LOTTIE
ROSENSTOCK

who passed away
November 10, 2015

28 days in Cheshvan 5776

In loving memory of

PAUL N. WARREN
who passed away

November 21, 2006
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his parents
Nora and Harry Warren, and
brother Dr. Martin J. Warren
and family.

In Memoriam
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Deadline for the
Nov. 25 issue

is noon
Friday, Nov. 20

In loving memory of

GERTIE
KOWALL
who passed away

November 25, 2014
3 days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DALE NOREEN
RAYTER

who passed away
November 29, 2000

2 Days in Kislev
Always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed by  husband
Ian Rayter, sons Jared and
Aaron, sister Beryl Walsh,
and brother Howard.

In Memoriam
Twemtieth Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MYER COHEN
who passed away

November 15, 1993
2 Days in Kislev, 5754

Always in our thoughts and in
our hearts.
— Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE LAVITT
who passed away
November 9, 1994
6 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

— Forever loved and missed by your children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

SAM GORDON
who passed away
November 7, 2012
4 Days in Kislev

RUTH GORDON
who passed away
December 1, 2012
28 Days in Kislev

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLAIRE
(ABELLS)

SHINDLEMAN
who passed away

November 21, 2019
23 days in Cheshvan, 5780

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by her family.

In loving memory of

ELAINE
STOLLER
who passed away
December 2, 2008
6 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
countless friends.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NAOMI RUTH
PALANSKY

who passed away
November 9, 2010
2 Days in Kislev

Always in our thoughts,
Forever in our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Bruce, children Noah and
Lexi, mother Pearl, sisters
Brenda and Cindy, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

PAULINE
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
December 5, 1978
6 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK (Efraim)
FLEISHER
who passed away

3 days in Kislev, 5764
November 28, 2003

— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by his children
Gideon and Raisa and friend
Marja in Holland, his brother
William, sister in law Doreen
and nephews Zach and Ben in
Winnipeg and relatives in
Israel.

17th Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
NOV.  18

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MEYER GINDIN
who passed away

November 15, 2015
3 days in Kislev

— Sadly missed and forever
remembered by his children
Sam, Jeff and Barry,
daughters-in-law Susie,
Barbara and Eve and
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY SINGER
who passed away

November 22, 2001
7 Days in Kislev, 5762

— Always Loved,
Remembered and Sadly
Missed by his son Ron and
daughter Michelle.

19th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

TOM
SPRINGMAN

who passed away
November 29, 2008

2 days in Kislev
— Lovingly remembered by
his children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of my
husband, father, grandfather,

brother-in-law, uncle and
friend.

ABRAHAM
(ABIE)

FEIERSTEIN
who passed away

November 20, 2006
29 days in Chesvan, 576

In my heart your Memory lingers,
always tender, fond, and true.
There is not a day, Dear Abie,
that we do not think of you.
Loving and kind in all your ways,
Upright and just to the end of your days.
Sincere and true in your heart and mind,
Beautiful memories you left behind.
—Your loving wife Miriam,
children Max (Ann), & Michele
(Larry), and grandchildren Aidan
(Tal), Akiva, & Elie.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LOUIS
ROSEMAN
who passed away

November 17, 2016
26 Days in Cheshvan

—Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren, and
geat-grandchildren.
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Community news

Register online to gain FREE access to this excit-
ing new Zoom series!

Jewish Fireside Chat is a virtual lecture series pre-
sented by the Jewish Learning Institute, where lead-
ing Jewish thinkers share their stories and messages
of inspiration with our community. 

The Zoom meeting link will be emailed to you
after completing the registration process. You can
also watch the webinars on our  Youtube channel but
you will not be able to interact with the speaker or
submit your questions in real time.

Technical help is available at (204) 339-8737 for
those requiring assistance to log on or who have any
other inquiries about online learning.

We invite you to respond to us after the webinar to
respond to a survey or to leave a review. 

Your feedback is very important to us and will help
us improve your experience at future events.We look
forward to a meaningful Fireside Chat!

Register at Chabad Winnipeg or go to
https://chabadwinnipeg.kindful.com/register/jewi
sh-fireside-chat-fall-2020

On November 18 join our chat for a conversa-
tion about resilience with Amanda Spiro, a can-
cer survivor and motivational speaker from
Montreal. Interview by Rachael Yusim, early
years educator and Master of Ed student.

Space on this page has been donated by The Jewish Post & News to organizations free of charge.
If your organization is in need of publicity but cannot afford to pay for advertising, please con-
tact us. During these times we consider it our mandate to help Jewish organizations in Winnipeg
and Israel.

News brief
UN resolution again
ignores Jewish ties to

Temple Mount
Nov. 5, 2020 (JTA) — A United Nations commit-

tee resolution again ignored Jewish ties to the
Temple Mount holy site in Jerusalem, mimicking a
pair of UNESCO resolutions that sparked contro-
versy in 2016.

Out of 193 countries that are members of the
Special Political and Decolonization Committee,
138 voted Wednesday in favor of seven resolutions
involving Israel and the Palestinians. They denote
Israel as an oppressive occupying power and agree
to stand for greater aid for Palestinian refugees.

One of the resolutions, titled “Israeli practices
affecting the human rights of the Palestinian people
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem,” mentions the Al-Haram al-Sharif holy
site without ever calling it the Temple Mount, as it
is also known to Jews, who revere it as the site of
ancient biblical Jewish temples.

The resolution contains no reference to Jews or
Judaism but mentions the “significance of the holy
sites, and the importance of the City of Jerusalem
for the three monotheistic religions.”

Only the United States, Canada, Australia, Israel
and three Pacific Ocean island nations voted against
the resolution.

All European countries supported it except for
Austria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Serbia and
Belarus, which abstained.

Another of the seven resolutions was co-spon-
sored by by the government of Syrian President
Bashar Assad, whom the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights say is responsible for at least 100,000
civilian deaths in his country’s nine-year civil war.
The resolution, titled “The occupied Syrian Golan,”
does not mention that war but says it “deplores the
violations by Israel of the Geneva Convention.”

The 2016 resolutions that also left out the Temple
Mount name spurred wide condemnation in Israel
and from pro-Israel organizations. Israel’s foreign
ministry sent a letter in July 2016 to the U.N. asking
it to “oppose this effort to distort history.
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of 
Yiddish column

David Albahari was born in 1948 in Belgrade to a family
of Sefardi Holocuast survivors. He moved to Calgary,
Alberata in 1994 and is one of the most prominent Jewish
writers of our times. His novel “Gotz and Meyer” (1998)
tells the story of a   school teacher researching his
family tree.  He comes across the names Gotz and Meyer,
the SS officers who gassed  the Jews of Belgrade and
becomes obsessive about who they were. Only his high-
school students save him from depression. An
important book by a lesser known Jewish writer.  

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in   to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30

PM  on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online
at ckjs.com 

On November 15th, Osher Kraut's theme will be"Sarah and
Abraham - A Love Story".   Rochelle Zucker will feature the
Yiddish singer, narrator and composer Leibu Levin.

The hosts on November 22nd will be Gerry Posner and
Rochelle Zucker. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Allan Levine  presented with hon-
orary Doctor of Laws at University

of Winnipeg fall convocation

This past October the University of
Winnipeg held its fall convocation
online. Among the individuals hon-
oured was historian and author Allan
Levine. In its fall convocation pro-
gram the University of Winnipeg
noted:

“Levine is a passionate, award-
winning storyteller who has spent
his career bringing history to life and
commenting on current events.

“Well-known for his work as a his-
torian, writer, and public intellectual,
Levine was also an educator for near-
ly 30 years. He taught history and world issues at St. John’s-
Ravenscourt School from 1984 to 2012, and was an instruc-
tor with the Asper Foundation Holocaust Education Program
from 1999 to 2012.

“He is best-known known for his work covering Jewish
history in Canada. In particular, his 2009 book Coming of
Age: A History of Jewish People in Manitoba won numerous
accolades, including McNally-Robinson Book of the Year,
Best History Book Award at the 2010 Canadian Jewish Book
Awards, and co-winner of the J.I. Segal Prize in Canadian
Jewish History.

“Allan Levine is an innovator whose work has opened us
up to new perspectives and enriched our understanding of
the world. The University is proud to recognize his  many
achievements with n honorary degree,” said Interim
President and Vice Chancellor Dr. James Currie.

“In recognition of exceptional service, achievement, and
distinction, The University of Winnipeg presents a variety of
awards to deserving members of the University family and
wider community twice annually at convocation.”
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ALLAN LEVINE

 

 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.
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Rembering heroes

“Rush To Danger: Medics In The Line of Fire”
By Ted Barris
(HarperCollins Publishers Ltd. 406 pg. $32.99)
Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG

During the Second World War, Alex Barris was
a front line medic with the 319th Medical
Battalion of the United States 94th Infantry

Division in Europe.
“While others in the heat of combat on the front

line might ultimately choose to flee from the per-
ceived or real danger, it was his duty and moral
obligation to rush toward it,” writes author Ted
Barris of his father in this  engrossing illustrated
(with numerous photographs) book.

Ted Barris has now published 19 non-fiction books, a dozen of them
wartime histories, notes his bio. For 50 years, he has worked as a broad-
caster on electronic media in Canada and the U.S. He has taught journal-
ism and broadcasting at Toronto’s Centennial College. His book, The Great
Escape: A Canadian Story won the 2014 Libris Award for Best Non-
Fiction Book of the Year; while his book, Dam Busters: Canadian Airmen
and the Secret Raid Against Nazi Germany, was a national bestseller and
received the RCAF Association NORAD Trophy in 2018.

Sergeant Alex Barris earned a Bronze Star citation for retrieving four
wounded US stretcher-bearers in Campholz Woods, Germany on 12
February 1945.

“His personal disregard for personal safety and his continual service to
his organization over and above the call of his particular duties are in keep-
ing with the highest of army traditions,” says the citation, which is shown
in the book.

The story of Alex Barris, who went on to have a successful career as a
journalist and author after the war, provides, as the author says, the thread
that allows him to discuss military medics, surgeons, nurses, stretcher-
bearers, dentists, orderlies and ambulance drivers. These are the people
who were/are tasked with saving lives when others are taking them.

One learns in fascinating detail about the origins of the field ambulance
by a man named Jonathan Letterman at Fredericksburg, Virginia in 1862
during the U.S. Civil War; the invention of gas masks during the Great War
(First World War); about the role of medics at Dieppe, Bastogne, D-Day,
and in the Pacific; saving lives in the Korean, Vietnam, Afghanistan and
Iraq wars; and much more.

In essence, the book is a panorama of military medical history.
“The book reminds us again and again of the quiet heroism of military

physicians, nurses, and medics who have provided medical care to hun-
dreds, sometimes thousands, of wounded and ill soldiers under enemy
fire,” writes Brian Goldman, MD, in the Foreword. “Some were enlisted.
Many were drafted in to the wars of their times. Others just rose to meet
the challenge of a lifetime that they encountered by happenstance.”

For instance, he points to Augusta Chiwy, who was a 23 year-old-regis-
tered nurse originally from the Belgian Congo who just happened to be
heading home to visit her parents in Bastogne, Belgium, in the days lead-
ing up up to Christmas 1944. She arrived just as Adolf Hitler had sent more
than 400,000 German troops and 1400 tanks into the Ardennes as part of
Operation Watch on the Rhine, “a desperate attempt to thwart the Allied
advance toward Germany.

“Working beside U.S. Medic Jack Prior, Chiwy volunteered to lend her
nursing skills to Allied troops. During a week-long siege of Bastogne, they
treated hundreds of casualties while dodging enemy fire that destroyed the
makeshift aid station where they worked.”

Then, there was Dr. Jacob Markowitz, a Canadian medical doctor who
enlisted in Britain’s Royal Royal Army Medical Corps and served as sur-
gical officer during the fall of Singapore.

“He was eventually captured by the Japanese. Despite being given no
medical equipment and surgical know-how to tend to thousands of fellow
prisoners of war, often working up to eighteen hours a day for many days
at a time. He even risked his own life by hiding meticulous accounts of
their working and living conditions in amongst the many bodies of prison-
ers who died in captivity.”

We learn about Airman 3rd Class Norm Malayney, a resident of
Winnipeg, who served in 483rd USAF Hospital, the second largest military
facility, n South Vietnam for during the late 1960s. 

The hospital had 485 beds for general surgery, chest surgery, neuro-
surgery, orthopedics, urology, opthamology, and dental surgery and a 200
bed capacity casualty staging unit (CSU).

“Cam Ranh Bay served as one of
three aerial delivery and mobility
bases-the other two were at Saigon
and Dan Nang— supporting the US
war effort in Vietnam,” writes the
author. “It was Malayney’s wartime
address for a year. Until he landed
at Cam Ranh Bay, Malayney had never had to deal with the dead. But, in
Vietnam, the job of packing the body fell to medical corpsmen, including
Malayney.”

He also helped save the lives of many wounded men.
“Whenever he found time, Malayney observed experienced nurses pack-

ing wounds; by the end of the tour he could handle the toughest dressing
assignments as well as any of the nursing staff,” says Barris.

During an interview with the author, Malayney said that his experience
in Vietnam was “one of the two greatest experiences of my life”, the other
being attending the University of Winnipeg after returning home. 

Canadian Armed Forces medic Master Corporal Alannah Gilmore served
in the Panjawaii district during Operation Medusa, and in Kandahar City in
2006.  

Her training as a medic in the CAF proved useful after returning to the
civilian world. She helped save the life a woman in the immediate after-
math of a terrible automobile accident in Ottawa. 

‘“Medics on the whole— we’re not a very familiar trade,”‘ she said to the
author. ‘“I’m basically a glorified first-aider. I have knowledge and I will
use whatever I need to. I’ll MacGyver whatever I have to, to make it hap-
pen.’”

Rush to Danger shines a much needed light on the lives of very invisible
and often heroic people.

“They deserve to be remembered,” as author Barris states.

Art Exhibition - Call for Submissions
She Also Served: 

Jewish Canadian Servicewomen in the Second World War
We are excited to

announce an upcoming
virtual and physical exhi-
bition of art inspired by
the  of the Second World
War Servicewomen
highlighted on
( h t t p s : / / l i v e -
ucalgary.ucalgary.ca/she-
also-serves/). This exhi-
bition, opening during
Canadian Jewish
Heritage month in May
2021, will provide an
opportunity to promote
the history of the
Canadian Armed Forces
through art. 

Canadian artists who self identify as Jewish and women are invited to
submit proposals for digital artworks that will tell the story of one or a
group of these women.   The submission must include: a maximum 500-
word artist’s statement describing the proposed 2D digital artwork, a link
to your website or 10 examples of previous work and a curriculum vitae.
More details are available on the the She Also Serves website. Closing
date for submissions is Thursday, December 31, 2020.  Please send sub-
missions and any questions to
(canadianjewishservicewomen@gmail.com).

Medics are unsung heroes on the battlefield

Author Ted Barris/ book cover

Dr. Jacob Markowitz
Captured by the Japanese, he
tended to thousands of fellow
prisoners despite not having any
medical equipment.

Image: courtesy of Alex Dworkin
Canadian Jewish Archives 



Rivlin, Netanyahu congratulate Biden 
on election win, thank Trump

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu calls Joe Biden “a great
friend of Israel,” and thanks President Trump for taking the U.S.-Israel
alliance to “unprecedented heights.”

(November 8, 2020 / JNS) Israel’s president and prime minister on
Sunday congratulated Joe Biden on his election as the 46th president of the
United States and conveyed messages of gratitude to U.S. President
Donald Trump.

“I send the blessings of the Israeli people and of the State of Israel to our
friend Joe Biden on your election as the 46th President of the United States
of America. I also send congratulations and best wishes for your success,
Vice President-elect Kamala Harris,” Israeli President Reuven Rivlin said
in a statement.

Relations between Israel and its “closest and most important ally” were
stronger than any political leadership and were “rooted deeply in our
shared values” and “commitment to freedom and democracy,” he said.

The Israeli president thanked Trump for “four years of partnership in
strengthening Israel’s security,” and the American people for their “stead-
fast support and friendship.”

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin tweeted: “Congratulations @JoeBiden
and @KamalaHarris. Joe, we’ve had a long & warm personal relationship
for nearly 40 years, and I know you as a great friend of Israel. I look for-
ward to working with both of you to further strengthen the special alliance
between the U.S. and Israel.”

The Israeli premier added, “Thank you @realDonaldTrump for the
friendship you have shown the state of Israel and me personally, for rec-
ognizing Jerusalem and the Golan, for standing up to Iran, for the historic
peace accords and for bringing the American-Israeli alliance to unprece-
dented heights.”

Rivlin concluded his statement by wishing Biden and his future adminis-
tration great success “on behalf of the Israeli people,” and extending an
invitation to visit Jerusalem.
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Register online for spectacular 
Chanukah Yiddish concert  Dec. 8

We received an email from reader Valerie Lowenstein (who lives in
Massachussetts) advising us of a great concert that readers will be able to
take in online.

Following is the information received:
The National Yiddish Theatre Folksbiene (NYTF) was founded in 1915.

NYTF is the longest continuously producing Yiddish theatre company in
the world.

• NYTF is commonly referred to as "The Folksbiene," for the Yiddish
word "the people's stage."

• Immediately preceding the pandemic, NYTF’s immensely popular
Fiddler in Yiddish, which played for nearly 2 years, was scheduled to tour
internationally and nationally.

• The Central Synagogue Annex on East 55th served as NYTF's home
from 1975 to 1997 with performances on Saturday evenings and on
Sundays bringing hundreds of people to the annex every weekend- The fire
of 1997 caused us to relocate as the Synagogue needed the annex for ser-
vices due to the fire. 

• During the pandemic, NYTF has been able to reach homes
throughout the world via Folksbiene! LIVE-- a FREE virtual series
featuring concerts, play readings, entertaining Yiddish language
lessons and more all archived on the NYTF website for viewing at any
time.

• When we can safely gather to enjoy live theatre once again, NYTF has
a list of exciting programs ready and waiting for you!  These include
national and international tours of our celebrated Fiddler on the Roof in
Yiddish, the New York premiere of Barry Manilow and Bruce Sussman’s
musical  Harmony, Ricky Ian Gordon and Michael Korie’s opera The
Garden of the Finzi-Continis and the Yiddish language premiere of Paddy
Chayefsky’s The Tenth Man.

• NYTF celebrates 106 years with a special virtual event on
December 8 at 7 pm. The Folksbiene Chanukah Spectacular will be an
evening of music and laughter featuring Broadway and Yiddish per-
formers from around the world together with special celebrity guest
appearances from Emanuel Azenberg, Mayim Bialik, Carol Burnett,
Tovah Feldshuh, Beanie Feldstein, Joel Grey, Carol Kane, Barry
Manilow, Mandy Patinkin, Itzhak Perlman, Neil Sedaka, Dr. Ruth,
Jerry Zaks and more. 

• The December 8 concert is available for viewing free of charge. You
may learn more and register for the event by visiting
www.nytf.org/spectacular.  

                                           

BIENESTRE FOLKAATETH
DISHTIONAL YIDNA

  

Sheikh banned from Temple Mount for lauding
decapitation of teacher in France

(November 8, 2020 /
JNS) Sheikh Issam
Amira’s sermon praising
the terrorist who behead-
ed Samuel Paty in Paris
last month was brought to
the attention of Jerusalem
District Police by watch-
dog group Im Tirtzu.

Palestinian Islamic
scholar Sheikh Issam
Amira was summoned for
questioning by police
over the weekend for a recent sermon in which he praised the terrorist who
history teacher Samuel Paty in a Paris suburb on Oct. 16.

The  sermon  in question, delivered at the al-Aqsa mosque on the Temple
Mount in Jerusalem on Oct. 29, was recorded and translated by the Middle
East Media Research Institute (MEMRI) on Oct. 29. It was brought to the
attention of the Jerusalem District Police by Israeli watchdog group Im
Tirtzu, which filed an official complaint on Friday.

In its complaint, Im Tirtzu noted that Amira’s presence on the Temple
Mount was in violation of a six-month  imposed on him by police in
September—a ban issued as a result of the sheikh’s history of incitement
to violence in his sermons, including praise for Islamic State, encourage-
ment of honor killings and urging of jihad against the Jews.

According to Israeli journalist and Arab-affairs expert Yoni Ben-
Menachem, who  the MEMRI clip on Twitter, the Jerusalem District Police
reinstated the ban after releasing Amira at the end of his interrogation.

Palestinian Islamic scholar
Sheikh Issam Amira 
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What a Biden presidency could mean for Israel
There are good reasons to worry about the chances for greater tension, 

but as Netanyahu showed Obama, the Jewish state knows how to say “no.”

(November 5, 2020 /
JNS) For some supporters
of President Donald Trump
in both Israel and the United
States, the prospect of a
President Joe Biden is a sce-
nario they never wanted to
contemplate. And while the
outcome of the presidential

election isn’t yet decided, if the protracted vote count
continues to move in Biden’s direction, both the Israeli
government and the pro-Israel community are going
to have to adjust to a new reality.

The question now is not so much whether they can
do so with good grace, but whether they avoid overre-
acting to any shifts in American policy unless or until
it is necessary to do so.

Four years ago, most Israelis had little doubt that either of the two major-
party presidential candidates would be an improvement on the outgoing
Obama administration. It had been eight years of Obama’s desire for more
“daylight” between the two democracies, constant spats, increasing pres-
sure and American stands on both the Palestinian issue and threat of a
nuclear Iran that seriously undermined the alliance.And to accentuate just
how much the trust between the two governments had broken down, in its
last weeks the Obama administration chose not to veto a U.N. Security
Council resolution that basically labeled the Jewish presence in Jerusalem
as illegal.

All that changed once Trump took office. To the shock and amazement of
even some of his supporters, U.S. Middle East policy underwent a dramat-
ic shift. Trump embraced Israel and a year later began the process of mov-
ing the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem after recognizing the city
as the capital of the Jewish state. Other moves, both symbolic and tangible,
soon followed. Trump recognized Israeli sovereignty on the Golan Heights,
sought to hold the Palestinian Authority accountable for its support for ter-
rorism and withdrew America from the disastrous 2015 Iran deal.

Just as important, although Trump’s ambition to broker the “ultimate
deal” between Israel and the Palestinians fell afoul of the latter’s refusal to
make peace, the administration pivoted to a more productive endeavor.
Unlike Obama and former Secretary of State John Kerry, who effectively
gave the Palestinians a veto over normalization between the Arab world
and Israel, Trump helped broker three normalization deals with the United
Arab Emirates, the Kingdom of Bahrain and Sudan, with more perhaps to
follow.

Under the circumstances, it’s unsurprising that most Israelis were rooting
for Trump to be re-elected. But if, as it appears at the moment, they were
backing the losing side in the election, hysteria about what will follow
would be counterproductive.

True, some concern about a possible Biden administration is warranted.
It’s a certainty that those who would fill positions at the State Department

and the National Security Council will be Obama administration alumni or
share their opinions about the Middle East.

It’s equally certain that, at a minimum, his foreign-policy team would re-
enter the Iran nuclear deal and likely seek to revive the moribund U.S. rela-
tions with the Palestinian Authority, which were downgraded due to its
refusal to stop funding terror or to even discuss Trump’s ideas about
Middle East peace.

But there is still the chance that, as Biden’s top campaign foreign-policy
spokesperson Anthony Blinken (the current favorite to be his National
Security Advisor) has hinted, the United States would maintain the sanc-
tions put in place against Iran by Trump. That means the most important
task for both Israel and Jewish groups in the upcoming months will not be
to refight the political battles of 2015. Rather, it should be to seek to per-
suade Biden that he not be tempted into simply erasing the last four years
of progress made towards pressuring Iran to renegotiate the nuclear deal so
as to strip it of the sunset clauses that put Tehran on a certain track towards
achieving its nuclear ambitions.

Similarly, on the Palestinian issue, it would be wise for Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and pro-Israel Americans to assume, rightly or
wrongly, that Biden doesn’t consider himself bound to take up the cudgels
for Obama policies that he knows were abysmal failures.

Biden’s support for Israel has always been conditioned by his insistence
that he knew better than the Jewish state’s leaders what was best for their
country. As infuriating as that can be, it’s also true that he has a warmer
feeling for the country than Obama ever did. It would be best to keep that
in mind instead of assuming that Biden will rewind American Middle East
policy to that awful moment when Obama stabbed Israel in the back at the
United Nations on his way out of office.

Even if Biden was to be so foolish as to waste precious political capital
on policies predicated on pointless demands that Israel surrender its rights

and security as Obama did or on another
round of appeasement of Iran, Israel does-
n’t have to bow to U.S. pressure.

As Netanyahu proved during the eight
rocky years of the Obama administration,
Israel can always say “no” to the United
States any time it believes that it must
defend its interests against misguided
American policymakers.

The alliances with the Arab states that
have been forged with Trump’s help will
become stronger, not weaker if Biden were
to choose policies that would strengthen
Iran. The Arab states that have embraced
Israel have not done so as an act of charity
or out of a sentimental attachment to
Zionism; they did it in order to strengthen

their security. And if Biden repeats Obama’s mistakes in the Mideast, they
will need Israel as much if not more than ever.

Similarly, Israel is both economically and militarily stronger than it was
in 2009, and while the friendship of its sole superpower ally is still neces-
sary, it need not quail before Biden any more than it did before Obama. It
still has many friends in U.S. politics, and it can and should point to the
principles of Trump’s “Peace to Prosperity” plan as the only solid founda-
tion for a path to a possible resolution to the conflict with the Palestinians.

It’s only sensible to prepare for the worst, though that’s not the only pos-
sible outcome. A Biden administration would have more than it can handle
dealing with problems relating to the coronavirus pandemic, the economy,
infrastructure and other crucial issues. A stubborn refusal on the part of
Obama veterans to admit that they were wrong about the Palestinians the
last time they were in power would be an unforced error on Biden’s part
that will do him no good.

Trump’s possible exit from office creates challenges for Israel. Still, it
isn’t the end of the alliance or a harbinger of Israel’s destruction. And it’s
vital that Israelis and those who care about the Jewish nation remember that
as they prepare for the next chapter in this vital relationship.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS—Jewish News Syndicate.
Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

U.S. Vice President Joe Biden and his wife,
Jill, with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his wife, Sara, in Israel on
March 9, 2016. Credit: Wikimedia Commons. Credit:

U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv.

Israeli TV hit shines light on only female 
soldier killed in Yom Kippur War

Niva Shaul was among the 2,673 IDF troops who lost their
lives during the fighting in October 1973.

By MOSHE WEISSTUCH
(November 8, 2020 / Israel Hayom) “Valley of Tears,” a 10-part Israeli

TV series on the Yom Kippur War has generated renewed interest in the
1973 national trauma. HBO Max acquired world rights for the series,
which focuses on the stories of four soldiers, was created by the Israel net-
work Kan, and began airing on Oct. 19.

Despite the buzz, some viewers have lamented that the show, titled
“Sha’at Ne’ila” in Hebrew, all but ignores the role of women during the
war.

One such woman was Niva Shaul, who was among the 2,673 Israeli
troops killed during the fighting.

Shaul was born in Mishmar Hanegev, a kibbutz in southern Israel that her
parents helped found. “She was a quiet girl that always got her way, but did
so quietly,” her mother said after the war in a special memorial film. “She
loved to dance and sing, her friends loved her and she knew how to listen
and dispense advice,” her mother continued.

In 1968, Shaul started serving in the Israel Defense Forces as a stenog-
rapher. During her service, she also met her partner, Benny, who was an
aircraft maintenance technician, and following her discharge, they moved
to central Israel. She would later start working at a travel agency that
catered to tourists in Israel. “They were looking to move into a new apart-
ment, but then the war broke out,” her mother said.

During the war, she was called into reserve duty because she had the
much-needed telecommunications training. On the third day of the war, she
joined a convoy that went toward the southern front in the Sinai. After
arriving at the main IDF headquarters in Refidim, the convoy was attacked
by a squadron of Egyptian MiGs

“She told me they were about to get married and fixed me a chocolate
sandwich, and then the bombing began,” recalled Yair Yam, who served on
the battalion she was embedded with during the war. She was laid to rest
in her kibbutz, leaving behind two parents and two sisters. She was posthu-
mously promoted.
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The Jewish vote mattered more than we thought in 2020
Trump’s better-than-expected showing, despite many Jews thinking that he’s a hatemonger,

speaks volumes about the chasm between the two warring Jewish political tribes.

By JONATHAN TOBIN
(November 4, 2020 / JNS) We already

knew that the chasm that separates those Jews
who vote for Democrats and those who vote
for Republicans was already wide. The parti-
san split between all Americans who vote for
the two major parties is growing all the time.
But is there any gap greater than that between
two branches of the same ethnic/religious tree
that separates the Jews who voted for former
Vice President Joe Biden and those who voted
for President Donald Trump?

As a general rule, analyses of the Jewish
vote in presidential elections tend to be a ster-
ile exercise that has more to do with a contest
for what amounts to nothing more than brag-
ging rights between Jewish Democrats and
Republicans. But this year, measuring the
breakdown of the Jewish vote turned out to be
more significant than that. By doing a lot bet-
ter among Jewish voters than his opponents
expected, Trump demonstrated that there may
actually be some persuadable voters among
Jews and that they can be won by appealing to
their attachment to the State of Israel.

Yet in doing so, this election also proved that the gulf between those who
were willing to cast their votes for him and the majority who didn’t is more
than a spirited disagreement. It’s a function of a stark demographic reality
in which the notion of a unified Jewish community has been proven again
to be a myth. The only way to understand the 2020 campaign is to realize
that the talk of two distinct warring American Jewish tribes that neither
understand nor want much to do with each other is not a metaphor. It is a
harsh reality that must be acknowledged and taken into account in every
discussion about communal life.

More data will be forthcoming in the future as the vote is studied in
detail. But the initial exit polls of the 2020 electorate do demonstrate that
Trump improved upon his performance in 2016 when he won approxi-
mately 24 percent of the Jewish vote nationally.

The AP Votecast showed Biden beating Trump among Jewish voters by a
68-30 margin. That poll roughly overlapped with a poll commissioned by
the Republican Jewish Coalition that showed the breakdown as 60.6 per-
cent for Biden and 30.5 percent for Trump with 9 percent split between
minor party candidates and those who wouldn’t reveal their vote.

Another poll sponsored by the left-wing lobby J Street showed a better
result for the Democrats with Biden beating Trump 77 percent to 21 per-
cent, but it appears that, unsurprisingly, their sample overcounted progres-
sive voters and undercounted Orthodox Jews. By contrast, the AP and the
RJC polls dovetail not only with a Fox News Voter Analysis that showed
Biden besting Trump by a 69-30 margin, but also with a previous poll of
American Jews taken before the election by the Jewish Electoral Institute
that also showed Biden getting 67 percent and Trump 30 percent.

That makes the J Street poll the outlier. The other surveys all showed that
Biden’s percentage of the Jewish vote appears to be the lowest total for any
Democrat since 1988 while Trump is the best showing for a Republican
since that same year.

The AP poll was also able to give us a breakdown by state of the Jewish
vote published in The New York Times. Among the most significant were
the totals for the battleground state of Florida, where Jews comprised 3 per-
cent of all voters.

The AP showed that in Florida, the gap between the candidates was clos-
er than elsewhere with Biden only winning by a 58-41 margin. Translated
into actual votes that meant that Trump got about at least somewhere in the
vicinity of 150,000 Jewish votes. In a competitive state where he wound up
winning by only 377,000 votes, that’s significant, especially if it was far
more than he got in 2016.

Given that the RJC invested heavily in ad buys aimed at persuading
Jewish voters that Trump deserved their votes because of his record on
Israel, this demonstrates that the effort succeeded to some extent. Indeed,
as the RJC poll showed, those voters who considered Israel and foreign-
policy issues to be their priority went for Trump by a whopping 87 percent
to 6 percent margin. This validates the conventional wisdom that Orthodox
voters, who went for Trump by a 70-19 margin, look to Israel as their lit-
mus test.

Jews, like other Americans, generally
vote along partisan lines for the candi-
dates of the party with which they affili-
ate. However, it also reveals that it’s still
possible for politicians to increase
Jewish support, albeit marginally, by
demonstrating—as Trump has done—
that they are a friend of Israel.

There’s something else going on that
needs to be put into context and under-
stood.

This election was no ordinary political
contest. It was as nasty as any in living
memory. That was especially true
among Jews. Jewish Democrats didn’t
just disagree with Trump’s stands on the
issues; they presented him to the public
as nothing less than the moral equivalent
of a Nazi bent on destroying democracy
and presenting a physical and existential
threat to Jewish survival. Whatever peo-
ple think about Trump, when you con-
sider that he did more to mobilize the
federal government to fight anti-
Semitism, as well as align the United
States more closely with the Jewish state

than any of his predecessors, that’s an astonishing and false assertion.
While up to two-thirds of American Jews really do think Trump is some

kind of Nazi, about a third thought he was not just worthy of re-election yet
also Israel’s best friend.

People can agree to disagree about policy choices. However, the gap
between thinking someone is akin to Joseph Goebbels (as Biden termed
him in an interview) and believing Trump to be a righteous gentile is a
clash of worldviews, not a polite disagreement.

We already knew Orthodox and politically conservative Jews disagreed
with the majority of Jews who are non-Orthodox and politically liberal. But
when you realize that a lot of those liberals really do think their Jewish
brethren voted for an authoritarian and anti-Semite, then that is a fact that
must be reckoned with. The pious talk, which I have always believed more
out of hope than as a result of empirical proof, that what unites Jews is
greater than that which divides them may be just that, mere words rather
than reality.

This election provided encouragement for Republicans to keep working
to win Jewish voters, even as Democrats can rightly point out that the over-
whelming majority of Jews are loyal to their party. Yet those who are tasked
with trying to bring us together need to stop pretending that the divide isn’t
so great and begin to acknowledge that these are two warring Jewish tribes
that have less and less in common than ever before.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS—Jewish News Syndicate.
Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.

A Trump-Pence sign in Pasco County, Fla. 
Credit: Daniel Oines via Wikimedia Commons.

The AP showed that in Florida, the gap between the
candidates was closer than elsewhere with Biden only
winning by a 58-41 margin. Translated into actual votes
that meant that Trump got about at least somewhere in
the vicinity of 150,000 Jewish votes. In a competitive state
where he wound up winning by only 377,000 votes, that’s
significant, especially if it was far more than he got in
2016.

Greek court convicts newspaper publisher 
for defaming Jewish leader

“A crude Jew who runs a loan-shark firm has bought the
debts of poor Greeks,” wrote Stefanos Chios, publisher of
“Makeleio.”

(November 5, 2020 / JNS) A Greek court convicted a newspaper pub-
lisher of hate speech and defamation for running an op-ed that called a
Jewish community leader a thief.

The Athens Court of Justice of First Instance last month levied a $2,200
penalty on Stefanos Chios, publisher of the Makeleio newspaper, accord-
ing to the central Board of Jewish Communities in Greece in a statement
on Tuesday.

“A crude Jew who runs a loan-shark firm has bought the debts of poor
Greeks. The President of the Jewish Community who pretends to be our
friend, is stealing our money through the back door,” wrote Chios in a
piece in 2017 about the previous president of the Jewish Community of
Athens, Minos Moissis.

Moissis, co-founder of the SYNERGON Partners banking and finance
firm, filed a lawsuit against Chios three years ago.

Along with defaming Moissis personally, the newspaper “contributed
deliberately to the reproduction of a rhetoric of hate against the Greek
Jewry,” said the court



22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, November 11, 2020

��������	��
����������������������	��
��������������
��������	
���	�������	�������	��������	�	������
�������	������	�����	������	��������	��� ����	
!���	������	��������	�	�����" �	�������	�����	
"��	�����	#�����	"�������	���	����	������
�$� �	���� ����	
�����	��� �	� �� ���
"����	���	�����������

����������	
���������������������
���������������������������������������
��������������������
�������������������������������
���������������

���	������	������
%�����	��������	��������

"��	�	%&''	(�"��������	)��*

+,-./0+.01+0
'��������
2���������* +,-.003./453

627'�	�289	�'�:&(2�	;2&�'9�	<	%=9'&2�	6:�'
��������	% �����	6����	��������	<	&��������	�����
-,,,	7������	2��� ��	8�������	>	����������������$���

Temple Shalom 1077 Grant Ave Winnipeg  204 453 1625 
templeshalomwinnipeg.ca/ 

Egalitarian - Inclusive 
Fresh - Spirited - Modern

I am a Jew because the promise of Judaism 
is a universal promise.        Edmund Fleg� 1927

Programs via Zoom 

Jewish Mindfulness 
with Patricia Kovnats Tuesdays 10:30 am 

For Information and to Register 
call the Temple office 204 453 1625 or email 

templeshalomrsvp@gmail.com  

Read Hebrew beginners class 
with Ruth Livingston Mondays 7 pm 

For information & to register ruth.naomi.livingston@gmail.com 

Shalom Superstars! 
Creative activities for ages 2 to 6    Sundays 1 pm 
For information & to register email   templeec@outlook.com  

Join us on Facebook for�
Kabbalat Shabbat Services�

Fridays at 6:15�

Coming soon�. Rabbi’s Café
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JCC Victoria Hosts Virtual Program to Raise
Awareness of Environmentalism in Israel

On November 19th 2020 at 1000am PST, the Jewish Community Centre
of Victoria will host a special Webinar dedicated to Nature Israel (Society
for the Protection of Nature in Israel – SPNI) and the organization’s role in
addressing Israel’s environmental challenges.

This virtual program will be of great interest to individuals and families
who have a connection to Israel and who wish to learn more about the
work SPNI is doing, outside the realm of political discourse, to ensure the
longevity of Israel’s land and natural resources for generations to come.

SPNI is Israel’s largest environmental organization. For over 60 years
SPNI has been dedicated to protecting and preserving Israel’s natural
resources, environment, natural assets and unique landscape. The work
carried out by SPNI now will determine what the land of Israel will look
like for generations to come.

The Canadian Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel (CSPNI) is a
Canadian Registered Charity (reg. #811512680). CSPNI’s mission is to
raise awareness, and funds for, the work of SPNI to protect and preserve
Israel. CSPNI is pleased to lend support to this program through the cre-
ation of this partnership with JCC Victoria, in support of SPNI’s work.

This special virtual program will be led by Jay Shofet, Director of
Partnerships and Development at SPNI, and will highlight the programs
run by SPNI to protect and preserve Israel’s fragile ecosystem and valuable
resources. In previous roles Jay served as Director of The Green
Environment Fund and the Sheli Fund for local environmental activism,
and has broad experience working throughout the Israeli NGO and philan-
thropic sector including within the Jewish Agency for Israel.

Jay will trace the growth of Israel’s environmental movement from its
early-decades focus on a romantic notion of conservation, through its
growth and professionalization stage in the 90’s, to its grassroots focus on
sustainability in the last decade. Then, he’ll give a snapshot of where
things stand today: how a new ethos of dense, sustainable cities is slowly
developing; how land use planning affects everything; how the push for
renewable energy is fighting against entrenched economic interests and old
infrastructure; and
how Israel’s world-
class biodiversity is
threatened by habitat
loss and fragmentation
— and what SPNI is
doing about it

November 19th
2020 at 1000 am PST

A Brief History Of
Israel’s Environmental
Movement:

A Snapshot Of
Today’s Sustainability
Challenges And
S u c c e s s e s
To Register go to
jccvictoria.ca/webina-
rs-3

For more informa-
tion please contact:
or info@cspni.ca
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Israel news

Report: US approves sending 
F-22 fighter jets to Israel

Such a sale would require U.S. congressional approval, but
not before passing and enacting legislation to overturn a 1998
law that prohibits the United States from exporting the F-22.

(November 6, 2020 / JNS) The Trump administration has reportedly
approved the sale of F-22 stealth fighters to the Jewish state, according to
an article last week in the London-based Asharq Al-Awsat newspaper, cit-
ing senior sources in Israel.

The report said that U.S. Defense Secretary Mark Esper told Israeli offi-
cials during a visit to Israel last week that U.S. President Donald Trump
green-lighted the sale of the F-22 Raptor and precision-guided bombs to
Israel.

Such a sale would require U.S. congressional approval, but not before
passing and enacting legislation to overturn a 1998 law that prohibits the
United States from exporting the F-22. The law came into place due to con-
cerns that what is one of the world’s most advanced fighter jets could fall
into the hands of China and Russia if they were sold abroad, including to
Israel.

Israel has in the past unsuccessfully requested F-22s from the United
States.



By BERNIE BELLAN

It’s been almost eight months since the
province imposed the first lockdown due
to the COVID pandemic. While we’ve

had our fair share of stories in this paper
about how the pandemic has affected so
many of us, we’ve also been trying to avoid
dwelling on the terrible toll it’s taken. You’re
undoubtedly inundated with those types of
stories from so many other media. Instead
we’ve tried to find stories that illustrate the
often innovative ways in which both individ-
uals and organizations within our Jewish
community have responded to the challenges
presented by the awful disruption in life that
we’ve all encountered to one degree or
another.

One organization in particular has amazed
me in the way that, despite its relatively small size, it has filled several
voids in the community that were left when other organizations were either
unable or unwilling to provide services that were desperately needed by
some members of our community. I am referring to the Gwen Secter
Centre. (Elsewhere in this issue we have a story by Myron Love about the
upcoming tea that Gwen Secter will be holding –but not an actual tea.)

The reason I wanted to write this article was to explain how the Gwen
Secter Centre – somewhat surprisingly, came to be involved in offering a
firstrate online concert series that anyone can watch from their home – so
long as you have a computer or tablet (and you register in advance, as will
be explained if you continue reading).

I contacted our community’s go-to impresario, Karla Berbrayer, who has
been organizing concerts and other programs for various organizations for
so many years that it’s hard to know where this community would be with-
out her. I told Karla that, while we’ve been running ads promoting the con-
cert series, we really hadn’t explained to readers how the series had come
about, which led to a phone interview – interrupted strangely when her
phone line went dead. (Later Karla emailed me to say that an MTS crew
that had been installing new cables in the area had accidentally cut the line
to her home, leading not only to the loss of landline connection, but the
internet and TV as well. If that had happened in our home my wife would
have blamed me.)

When our phone interview resumed Karla related the story how the
online concert series had come about. She said she had been working for
Gwen Secter the past year (2019) “doing a series called ‘All About Jews’.
That’s when Becky (Chisick, Gwen Secter executive director) and I solid-
ified our working relationship – and she had hired me back to do the same
series in 2020.”

The idea behind that series was to offer monthly Friday lunch time pro-
grams featuring either a speaker or a concert. The first program in “All
About Jews” – in February, featured children’s author Harriet Zaidman
speaking about the Winnipeg General Strike while the second program – on
Friday, March 13 (the last day before the province wide shutdown went
into effect) featured Kevin McIntyre singing songs from Broadway musi-
cals with a Jewish connection. The day of that second program Karla said
she “wondered whether anyone was going to be here? “ The first case of
COVID had just been announced the day prior, Karla noted.

“The room was absolutely full,” she continued, “and I said to one woman
in the audience that I was afraid no one would come today, and she said:
‘Karla, we just want to be entertained.’ So I was adamant that I would con-
tinue bringing that to them. 

“And once it became mandatory that this specific demographic was not
going to be able to mingle freely in an environment like they had been, I
suggested to Becky that I could do a virtual concert series. I said to her that
if we wanted to bring culture to her membership I saw this as the only
option and I’m happy to do it.

“We all have to reinvent ourselves,” Karla observed, “and ‘pivot’ - that’s
a great word – and if you don’t reinvent yourself, it’s game over,” she sug-
gested.

“ At that point Becky said :‘Let me think about this’ and then she called
me back shortly afterwards and said: ‘Karla, let’s just do it.’ “

“So that was amazing because she gave me carte blanche to put together
a high quality concert series and gave me free run to manage it the way I
felt it should be managed. Becky deserves a lot of credit. I produced the
series but without Becky it wouldn’t have happened.”

Of course, by now many of us have become used to the notion of watch-
ing Zoom events, but frankly the quality of many of those sessions leaves
something to be desired. And for Karla Berbrayer, the idea of simply offer-
ing concerts via Zoom was a non-starter.

“From the start I made a decision that I did not want to do a concert series

where everyone is recording themselves
from their living room or their kitchen –
on their cell phone. I wanted a high end
event. I wanted to record the performers
in a theatre (which, in this case, turned
out to the Berney Theatre), with lighting
and sound and a tech crew – basically
everything except the audience.”

As it turned out Karla managed to
record 10 different concerts – all in the
same day!

Each concert is between 20-30 min-
utes. The concerts run the gamut from
“jazz to pop to Borscht Belt to
Broadway,” Karla observed. “I try to
give it a lot of variety so that if you
don’t like a specific concert you’ll like
another one.”

“I would bring in a group or a performer and they would ask me: ‘How
many takes do I get?” and I’d say: ‘One.  You just perform as if there’s a
live audience. We’re not doing any editing.’ “

“Each one was able to have the feeling of playing live in a theatre, hav-
ing a tech crew. It was also a good feeling giving all these people work as
well. After all,” she added, “their lives had been shut down because of the
death of live entertainment in the city”. 

The series opened in October. Karla explained how it works: “Every
Monday at 9 am we release a concert. They’ll be released weekly right up
until mid-December. There are 10 concerts altogether and all people have
to do is register at  and they’re immediately given a link that will allow
them to watch a concert. Also, every week they’re sent a reminder when the
next concert is coming up.”

So far, concerts have featured local performers Nadia Douglas, Erin
Propp and Larry Roy, Shayla Fink, and Aaron Hutton with Paul De Gurse.

I asked Karla whether the concerts can be viewed if you don’t happen to
watch one on a particular Monday?

“Yes,” Karla answered. “The concerts are archived so if you want you
can go online and watch an earlier concert – by going to the Gwen Secter
website once you’ve registered. You can watch a concert any time of day
and as many times as you’d like.”

The response to the concert series has been terrific. Over 364 individuals
have registered as of
the time of writing. As
well, statistics of how
many people are actu-
ally watching the con-
certs live indicate that,
as of the date of writ-
ing concerts have been
viewed 729 times. 

As for cost, Becky
Chisick was adamant
that the series would
be offered free of
charge. Funding for
the series is provided
by the Manitoba Arts
Council. 

I suggested to Karla
that while Gwen
Secter deserves full
credit for stepping up
to fill a cultural void in
our community, the
fact that it’s the Gwen
Secter Centre filling
that void  still comes
as somewhat of a sur-
prise. It wasn’t that
long ago that the
Gwen Secter Centre’s
very survival was in
question. Now it’s ris-
ing to the fore of
Jewish community
organizations that are
stepping up during the
pandemic. Who would
have thunk it? 

.

Gwen Secter online concert series fill much needed role in community’s cultural life
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STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 
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KARLA BERBRAYER introducing singer AARON
HUTTON (right) accompanied by pianist Paul de Gurse
in Concert #4 of the Gwen Secter Concert Series. 

(screenshot taken from my computer)



When Ari
Glikman (22)
decided to take

some time off his studies
at the University of
Manitoba to go to learn in
Israel for a semester at the
Hebrew University in
Jerusalem, COVID-19

was not yet on the world’s radar.
“My plan before was to stay for the summer –

volunteer, help out, and travel,” said Glikman.  “I
also wanted to travel to some of the neighbouring
countries, and then Europe a little.  That didn’t happen, because of COVID-
19.”

As he boarded the plane at the beginning of January 2020, few people
were wearing face masks.  He started his semester at the Hebrew U in class,
before Israel, in March 2020, entered its first COVID-19 lockdown.

Once the lockdown began, the majority of the international students
decided to return home.  But Glikman was determined to stay.  His
Winnipeg-based parents were okay with that, especially as they have fam-
ily living in Ashdod.

“I was living in Jerusalem at the time, at the student dormitories,” said
Glikman.  “I wasn’t with my Ashdod family then.  And, during most of that
period I couldn’t go see them because it was restricted to go see people or
travel.

“Luckily the student housing there is in a good neighbourhood.  At the
beginning, there was like a 500 metre area of leaving and we couldn’t do
anything.  But, after it got expanded a little we were pretty close to the Old
City and Jerusalem...So, if you have to be stuck somewhere, Jerusalem is a
great place to be stuck.

“Sometimes I’d walk through the Old City.  And, because it’s such a
touristy place and the airport was closed, sometimes I felt like I had the Old
City all to myself. For example, at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, that’s
normally always packed with people, I was able to sit in that square and be
the only person there...because, the people that go there are usually

tourists...unlike the
Kotel, that often has Israelis there.  But, even the Kotel was definitely less
packed than it would normally be.”

While traveling out of the country was not an option, Glikman was able
to spend more time travelling within Israel, and discovered many things
and places he otherwise would not have.

Even Glikman’s plan to volunteer with MDA had nearly been cancelled,
due to COVID-19.  But, as Israel had restricted high school students from
volunteering for MDA, the need for volunteers grew to the point that
Glikman was called to join a group of volunteers from Australia and South
Africa.

After the 10-day training, Glikman was stationed in Ashdod, where he
was able to stay with his family while volunteering full-time for MDA.

“It was 40 hours a week, five days a week and I usually got night shifts,”
said Glikman.  “It was 11pm-to-7am.  And when there were no calls at the
station, I’d just be there, waiting for a call.  But, if there was a call, I’d nor-
mally be the second guy on the ambulance – it was the driver and then me.
Usually, there are three or four people in the ambulance, but, because of the
volunteer shortage when I was doing it, it’d just be two or, occasionally,
three of us.  You get set for an ambulance and you’d hop on and get going
with someone.”

As far as how Israeli society is coping with COVID-19, Glikman reflect-
ed that just having been living life in Israel helped prepare people to man-
age crisis situations well - in some sense giving them an advantage in cop-
ing with pandemic stress.  But still, this sensibility is applicable more to
short-term crisis situations.  So, the seemingly lengthy duration of COVID-
19 is now causing some compliance fatigue among Israelis.

“People are getting tired and you are fighting an enemy you can’t even
see,” said Glikman.  “It’s very difficult.  It’s really hard for a lot of busi-
nesses, for example.  My family, the people I was living with in Ashdod  -
they have a little factory.  And, it’s really hard because, sometimes, it’s
allowed to be open and sometimes it’s not...so, there is no consistency.

“There’s a lot of frustration and everybody’s pointing fingers at every-
body else.  But also, I think it helps when people come together.  I don’t
know.  I definitely saw that at the beginning and throughout as well –
neighbours helping neighbours, friends helping friends...making sure
everyone is getting through it together.”

Glikman expressed his thanks for the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
(JFM) and the Joel M Weinstein Memorial Scholarship, and the scholarship
he got from the Canadian Friends of Hebrew University (CFHU), when he
graduated from the Gray Academy for Jewish Education, for the financial
backing and help in making his Israel dream come true.

Winnipeg’s Ari Glikman just back from his time in Israel amidst COVID-19
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By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Ari at a Magen David Adom training course Jerusalem Sign: Ari (left) with friends and
international students outside the old city

Israel demolishes West Bank village on
US election day, displacing 73 people

Nov. 5, 2020 (JTA) — Israel razed a Bedouin village in the West Bank
on Tuesday, claiming that the villagers did not have building permits,
according to reports.

Some 73 people were displaced by the demolition, which a U.N. official
said was the largest action of its kind by Israeli forces in a decade.

Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Mohammed Shtayyeh claimed on
Twitter that Israel planned the demolition for American election day to
avoid scrutiny.

“As the attention is focused on #USElection2020, Israel chose this
evening to commit another crime/ cover it up: to demolish 70 Palestinian
structures, incl. homes,” he wrote on Twitter.

Israel’s army liaison to the Palestinians confirmed the demolition but did
not comment on the timing, Reuters reported.

Footage uploaded to YouTube by the B’Tselem Israeli human rights
group shows construction vehicles filing into the area and the aftermath of
the demolition. The footage showed beds, toilets and other household items
out in the open.

Some of the displaced residents had moved back to the village site on
Thursday, Reuters reported, and are staying in tents donated by aid groups.

“They want to expel us from the area so that settlers can live in our place,
but we will not leave from here,” a resident said.

The Israeli Supreme Court last year rejected the residents’ petition to
remain, saying it had been an army training area since 1972.


