
By BERNIE BELLAN
In our October 28 issue we reported that, on October 22, the Simkin

Centre reported its first case of COVID-19 in a resident.
Since then, Laurie Cerqueti, Simkin Centre CEO, has provided regular

updates on the situation at the Centre on the Simkin Centre website.
Following is a chronological review of those updates:

Oct. 23 - one more resident tests positive for COVID 
Oct. 24 - death reported of the first resident who tested positive for COVID
Oct. 29 - 3rd resident tests positive
Oct. 31 - 2nd death of a resident from COVID reported
Nov. 2 - a nurse working in the COVID unit tests positive
Nov. 2 - another staff member (on Weinberg 2) tests positive
Nov. 2 - a staff member (on Weinberg 3) tests positive
Nov. 3 - a staff member (on Weinberg 3) tests positive
Nov. 4 - all residents on Weinberg 2 & 3 had proactive asymptomatic
COVID swabs taken on Nov 2. In total, Weinberg 2 has 5 asymptomatic

positive test results.
Nov. 6 - staff member on Simkin 1 tests positive
Nov. 9 - family members who are willing and able to provide care to resi-
dents are asked to volunteer
Nov 11 - 2 residents from Weinberg 2 test positive
Nov. 12  - 2 staff members test positive, 1 from Simkin 1, 1 from Simkin 2
Nov. 13 - resident from Weinberg 2 tests positive
Nov. 14 - resident from Simkin 1 tests positive
Nov. 15 - 3rd death of a resident reported
Nov. 15 - 4th death of a resident reported
Nov. 16 - staff member who worked on Weinberg 1 and Simkin 2 tests pos-
itive
Nov. 18 - staff member from Weinberg 1 tests positive
Nov. 18 - resident from Weinberg 2 tests positive
Nov. 19 - staff member who worked on Weinberg 2 and Simkin 2 tests pos-
itive
Nov. 19 - resident from Simkin 1 tests positive
As of Nov. 19 - 6 residents remain in COVID isolation unit
Nov. 22 - 3 residents from Weinberg 1 test positive

As of Nov. 22:
Total number of staff to test positive - 16
Total number of residents to test positive: 19
Total number of deaths of residents - 4
Total number of active cases of residents - 9
Total number of recovered residents - 6
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By BERNIE BELLAN

While Manitobans can rightfully be said to be
in a state of shock over how this province has
gone from having one of the best records

anywhere at keeping COVID at bay to now having one
of the worst in Canada, the focus has very much been
on the tragic situations in many personal care homes.

Yet, the situation in schools for the most part is one
where there has also been a steady number of COVID
cases either having been reported or suspected.  Since
all available evidence to this point, however, is that
COVID simply does not affect young people to the
same degree that it does the elderly (among whom I
can rightfully count myself), I think it’s fair to say that
not much attention has been paid to what’s been hap-
pening in schools in this province.

According to the CBC Manitoba website,  however, “Manitoba had
recorded 675 cases of COVID-19 in schools as of Nov. 17. A total of 513
of those were students and 162 were staff members.

The CBC website goes on to note that “The province has posted dozens
of possible exposures at schools across Manitoba on its website – includ-
ing more than 150 exposures at schools in the Winnipeg health region since
Sept. 25.”

Since ours is a newspaper serving the Jewish community I thought it
appropriate to take a look at what’s been happening in the only  fully JK-
12 Jewish day school in the province: Gray Academy.

Luckily, it is fair to report in the case of that school that “no news is good
news.”

Since the first lockdown began on March 14 I’ve had occasion to speak
with Gray Academy Head of School and CEO Lori Binder twice before:  In

our May 27 issue, when we took a detailed look
at how Gray Academy had made the successful
transition to teaching online through what it
called its “Gray Away” online program; and in
our Sept. 2 issue, when we took a look at plans
that were put in place to welcome back students
under the highly restrictive protocols that the
province had established for all schools in
Manitoba.

Now, with almost three full months having
gone by since the start of the new school year, I
thought it appropriate to speak with Lori again
to get her assessment of how things have gone
at Gray Academy thus far. Joining in the phone
conversation was Andrea Ritter, Director,
Marketing and Communications.

No cases of COVID at Gray Academy thus far
I began by asking whether “there have been any incidents of COVID at

the school?”
Lori answered: “Thank G-d no, there have not. We’ve been healthy every

day.”
I asked: “Are any of your students now taking their schooling online?”
Lori: “Let me give you a general overview. We are fully open. We are

able to have our students with two meters distance all the way up to Grade
12. We made that change when schools moved to orange and that was
already in place in the elementary. We were able to spread out more, so that
for example, our Mac lab that was used for the film class, we’re now using
it for other classes and we’ve moved a grade to another corner of the
school.

Combined Jewish Appeal well 
on track to meet its 2020 goal

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic - or perhaps because of it, the
Combined Jewish Appeal is well on course to meet its goal of raising $5.9
million.

As of November 18 the CJA had raised $4,571,499, which repre-
sents76.25 of the total goal of $5.9 million.

For comparison, at the same time last year the CJA had raised
$4,415,095, which is $156,404 less than what has been raised this year as
of Nov. 18.

Situation at Simkin Centre proves alarming

over 675 cases in other Manitoba schools
Gray Academy has gone eight months 

with not one single case of COVID

Grade 9 math class, with the teacher in
one room with students while teaching
other students in another room across the
hall via Google Meet

Continued on page 14. See “Gray Academy”.

(More about the Simkin
Centre on page 3.)



From the archives:
Opening of the Chapel 

November 1947

Your history is our history
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Join more than 700 generous donors
who have contributed to the future of
our Jewish community by supporting
this historic Capital Campaign.

Work continues indoors as we 
prepare to re-open in Spring 2021 .

Gifts received by December 31st will
receive a 2020 Donation receipt.

Please call or email us today - 
We need YOUR GIFT to 
successfully complete this 
once-in-a lifetime project !

Chesed Campaign
reaches $3.1 Million

The new face of the 
Chesed Shel Emes 
is taking shape!
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Canadian news

Simkin Centre puts call out for volunteers

On November 20 the Simkin Centre issued a call for volunteers. 
Here is the text of their post:

Volunteers Needed
We are in need of training a team of volunteers to feed our residents, both

during lunch (11:45-1:00) and supper (4:45-6:0).

The Simkin Centre has positive cases of Covid-19. By volunteering you
acknowledge and understand the risks involved in entering the Centre. We
understand that this might be a difficult decision for you. However, based
on previous outbreaks in other provincial jurisdictions, we've learned that
a lack of staffing can contribute to issues with the proper feeding of
Residents in Personal Care Homes. This extra assistance is required imme-
diately and our goal is to ensure that our Residents are cared for.

Please contact me if you are interested in participating in a 2 hour orien-
tation on feeding/swallowing. Personal Protective Equipment will be pro-
vided. Please note - part of the orientation will include hands on experience
in feeding a Resident, hand hygiene, and donning and doffing.

Thank you for your commitment to our Residents.
Please contact Alissa Minaker
(Acting Volunteer/Companion Coordinator) at 204-589-9008 or 
Alissa.minaker@simkincentre.ca

Jewish organizations deplore Canada’s decision to support biased UN resolution
The following release was received from CIJA on November 19 in

response to a recently held vote in the United Nations General Assembly:
The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) joined with B’nai Brith

Canada and Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center (FSWC) in expressing
deep disappointment with the Canadian government’s decision today to
vote in favour of a U.N. General Assembly resolution that affirms
Palestinian self-determination, while failing to affirm Jewish self-determi-
nation in the indigenous and ancestral homeland of the Jewish people,
intentionally erasing historical Jewish connections to Jerusalem – includ-
ing the Western Wall, Judaism’s holiest site.

“In its Explanation of Vote (EOV), Canada detailed the many shortcom-
ings of this resolution, and the unfair targeting of Israel – yet Canada then
proceeded to vote in favour of the text. That decision is not only contra-
dictory, it flies in the face of Canada’s principled opposition to other reso-
lutions in the unbalanced Question of Palestine basket of resolutions that
are tabled annually at the U.N. General Assembly. We must ask ourselves:
does support for this resolution bring us any closer to a durable and sus-
taining peace?” observed Michael Mostyn, Chief Executive Officer of
B’nai Brith Canada.   

Michael Levitt, President and CEO of FSWC, stated, “We are dismayed
by Canada’s decision to undermine its longstanding policy of rejecting one-
sided and prejudicial anti-Israel resolutions at the UN. By supporting this
resolution, Canada is providing ammunition to those who seek to delegit-
imize and demonize the State of Israel, which ultimately sets back the
prospects for peace in the region.” 

Shimon Koffler Fogel, CIJA President and CEO commented: “The
Government of Canada has now doubled down on its incomprehensible
support for a resolution that simply expands the anti-Israel narrative with-
in the United Nations system – an aberration in the voting pattern estab-
lished and re-affirmed by successive Canadian governments for almost two
decades until the Liberal government changed its vote last year.
Notwithstanding other praiseworthy initiatives, including the Security
Infrastructure Program and the renewal and expansion of the Canada-Israel
Free Trade Agreement, this vote will undermine the Jewish community’s
confidence in this Government – its willingness to stand by its principles
as they relate to Israel, as well as its relationship with the Jewish commu-
nity here in Canada.”  

Additional Background:
• Beginning in 2004, Prime Minister Paul Martin and Foreign

Minister Pierre Pettigrew announced the GOC’s intention to review and re-
calibrate Canadian votes at the UNGA due to the excessive and unhelpful
language used and the singling out of Israel. Prime Minister Stephen
Harper and Foreign Minister John Baird accelerated that process and
adopted a policy of uniform rejection of all resolutions in the Question of
Palestine resolutions tabled annually at the UN General Assembly.

• Under the leadership of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, the
Government of Canada entrenched this policy during his first term in
Government from 2015-2019.

• Canada departed from this established policy last year, triggering
widespread disappointment and anger within the pro-Israel community –
especially in light of assurances expressed by multiple Liberal candidates
during the 2019 Election Campaign that a re-elected Liberal government
would stand firm and maintain its comprehensive rejection of all relevant
UNGA resolutions.

We invited a spokesperson for the Government of Canada to respond to
the criticisms leveled at the government by certain Canadian Jewish orga-
nizations. We received the following response on November 20:

Explanation Of Vote - Palestinian Self-Determination
Canada is a strong ally and close friend of Israel, continuing a partnership

that has advanced the shared values and interests of our two democracies
since the foundation of the State of Israel in 1948.

Canada is also committed to the goal of a comprehensive, just and last-
ing peace in the Middle East, including the creation of a Palestinian State,
living side-by-side in peace and security with Israel. Canada’s vote today
is a reflection of our longstanding commitment to the right of self-determi-
nation for both Palestinians and Israelis.

The resolution before us today focuses on two issues - the right of self
determination of the Palestinian people, and the need for all countries to do
what they can to support the successful creation of a Palestinian state, liv-
ing in peace and security with its neighbour Israel.  From the time of the
earliest resolutions of the Security Council on these issues, we have
endorsed the principle of “two states for two peoples”. While we do not
agree with some elements of the preamble, Canada will support this reso-
lution because of its focus on these important, core issues of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Canada does not and will not support any resolution that unfairly singles
out Israel for criticism. Our votes on these resolutions across the UN sys-
tem reflect this principle. We will continue to oppose these resolutions and
initiatives which do not speak to the complexities of the issues or seek to
address the actions and responsibilities of all parties, including the destruc-
tive role in the conflict of such terrorist organizations as Hamas, Palestinian
Islamic Jihad, and Hezbollah, that have refused to accept the legitimacy of
the State of Israel and routinely use violence targeting  civilians.

Canada stands ready to support the return to negotiations between Israelis
and Palestinians. We welcome the announcement by the Palestinian
Authority to resume coordination with Israel. We continue to insist that real
progress will depend on mutual recognition and trust, and a firm rejection
of extremism and terrorism.  We know that lasting peace and security starts
with direct talks, and the concessions and compromise that always accom-
pany successful negotiations.  Canada urges both sides to return to negoti-
ations.

Toronto suburb to rename street 
named after Nazi naval officer

Nov. 20, 2020 (JTA) — A suburb of Toronto will rename a street named
for Nazi naval officer Hans Langsdorff.

The town council of Ajax, a suburb northeast of Toronto, voted 4-3 this
week to rename Langsdorff Drive after a Jewish-led campaign, according
to B’nai Brith Canada, a Jewish organization that advocated for the change.

The town is named after a British ship, the HMS Ajax, that won a 1939
battle against a ship commanded by Langsdorff.

An online petition to change the name garnered more than 900 signa-
tures. The vote to change the name came after a Holocaust survivor testi-
fied at the town council meeting.

“Taking action against the glorification of Canada’s enemies and a man
who fought for the most evil regime in history sends the right signal to
those concerned about the rise of hate in our time,” said Michael Mostyn,
B’nai Brith Canada’s CEO.

Trump’s White House is throwing an in-per-
son Hanukkah party despite COVID concerns

Nov. 18, 20202 WASHINGTON (JTA) — The Trump White House is
throwing an in-person Hanukkah party, one of a series of recent events the
administration has held despite coronavirus concerns.

The reception will be held Dec. 9 in the afternoon, a day before the hol-
iday’s first candle lighting, according to an invitation obtained by the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
President Donald Trump has come under fire for holding a number of

crowded events at the White House, including several that are believed to
have spread the coronavirus. Dr. Anthony Fauci, the country’s leading
infectious disease specialist, called the reception for recently confirmed
Supreme Court Justice Amy Coney Barrett a “superspreader event.”

Jewish staff held semi-formal Hanukkah parties during the Clinton
administration, but George W. Bush was the first president to make them a
formal event. President Barack Obama continued the tradition, increasing
the parties to two per year to meet demand. Trump also has held two
Hanukkah parties each year of his presidency.

NEWS BRIEFS



Readers of this issue may wonder why I am
devoting so much space to a report on how
Gray Academy has been affected by

COVID-19.
I entered into my study of what’s been happen-

ing at that school with no preconceptions.
Frankly I had no idea whether there had been any
reported cases of COVID at Gray Academy since
the pandemic first took hold, although, to be

honest, the likelihood is that if there had been a case there it would cer-
tainly have caused a major ripple on social media.

With the horrific increase in the number of cases being reported in
Manitoba, however, when we went from 415 active cases throughout the
province on October 1st to more than 8,000 active cases as of the date of
writing (Nov. 22), it would be hard to find anyone who isn’t shocked by
what’s happened here.

Leaving aside the politics involved in trying to lay blame (and there are
plenty of pundits around who are far more qualified than me to do that), I
have been intrigued by many of the aspects of COVID-19 as it has mani-
fested itself in this province, but which haven’t received much attention in
the media.

The first aspect that has piqued my interest is the correlation between
socioeconomic factors and the incidence of COVID-19. When COVID hit
New York City especially hard back in the spring, data emerged that the
groups which were disproportionately affected were Blacks and members
of immigrant groups. 

The reasons were readily apparent: Members of those groups were often
on the front lines where COVID was spreading fastest, i.e., working in
nursing homes and hospitals. Members of those groups were also most
likely to live in overcrowded situations, in multigenerational homes, and
were most likely to have to take public transit to get to work – where they
were also putting themselves in greater danger than other members of the
public.

In an analagous situation, while members of First Nations in Manitoba
emerged from the first wave of the pandemic largely unscathed, that has
not been the situation since the beginning of October, to the point that
members of First Nations now take up over one-quarter of all ICU beds in
the province.

So, what has this got to do with Gray Academy, you may be asking your-
self?

With a student population of 484 from JK-12 and with a staff comple-
ment over 100, the fact that there has not been a single reported case of
COVID there is a reflection of several things.

The first is that the protocols that were put in place at Gray Academy
from day one – ever since the Province imposed the first lockdown on
March 14, have been religiously followed. This is not to say that other
schools have not been equally meticulous in enforcing the rules governing
social distancing, mask wearing, hand washing, and so on. It is more the
case that there has been a total “buy-in” from everyone at Gray Academy
– from staff, to students, to parents.

When you look though at the numbers of reported cases of COVID at
other schools throughout Manitoba (675 as of Nov. 17) it becomes so much

more evident how difficult it
is to maintain a track record
of no reported cases in any
one school.

Further, a great many of
those schools that have been
reporting cases of COVID
are inner city schools –
again, not at all surprisingly.
The same reasons that
COVID strikes socioeco-
nomic groups lower on the
economic scalel apply to
many of those schools.

Yet, as much as we’ve now
come to realize that COVID
strikes suddenly and rapidly,
the fact that certain areas of
Winnipeg seem especially
hard hit leads one to ask
whether the blanket restric-
tions under which we are
now living might have been
best targeted at specific areas
of the city rather than the
entire city.

For instance, on the graphs
shown on this page I have
attempted to show that the

areas of Assiniboine South and River Heights, which had a combined pop-
ulation of 93,187 in 2018, had a total number of 446 active COVID cases,
as of Nov. 22, while the downtown area, which has a population of 80,556,
had 1,000 active COVID cases.

Now, results may be skewed by having certain personal care homes with-
in a particular district – as, for instance, the downtown area contains
Parkview Manor, which has had the worst outbreak of COVID in the
province.

And, the point of this is not to minimize the danger that COVID exhibits
for everyone; it is merely to show that certain areas are far more dangerous
than others. 

So, when I asked Gray Academy Head of School Lori Binder whether
there have been discussions with the provincial Department of Education
about the possibility of closing all schools in the province, and Lori
answered that the province’s position, so far as she knows, is that, while
specific schools might be closed, there wouldn’t be a blanket closing of all
schools, I was left wondering this: There would be absolutely no need to
shut Gray Academy, based on the evidence that there have been no cases of
COVID-19 in that school to date, and that the surrounding geographic areas
(from where the vast majority of students come) have been far less impact-
ed by COVID than other areas of the city.

Let’s hope that the province doesn’t overreact to what has been a situa-
tion that has affected certain parts of Winnipeg much worse than others.
This is not to deny the possibility that someone may very well acquire
COVID within either River Heights or Assiniboine South who does not live
in either of those areas, but for the most part people shop in the areas where
they live. Thus, if only .4% of the population of River Heights and
Assiniboine South has COVID-19, while 1% of the downtown population
has COVID, one would hope that it is downtown residents who would be
under more careful scrutiny for acquiring COVID.

Are health authorities actually taking that approach - without necessarily
enunciating it as policy? Perhaps, but given the ambiguous nature of so
much of the information we have been receiving from authorities, it is
unlikely that anyone is going to come right and say they are targeting cer-
tain areas of the city for special attention over other areas.

New York City, for instance, has created “micro cluster zones” where
more severe restrictions are put in place. Those zones are surrounded by
“buffer zones” where restrictions are somewhat eased. Finally there is a
third level of zones where restrictions are eased even further.

Of course, New York City is a huge city, but why couldn’t the same logic
be applied to parts of Winnipeg where the spread of COVID has been rel-
atively minimal, such as Assiniboine South? Perhaps small businesses
could be allowed to open. Gradually, the restrictions could be lifted on a
sector by sector basis, rather than having the most severe lockdown restric-
tions anywhere in North America imposed upon the entire province.

As a final note this issue, I lament the closing of yet another Jewish news-
paper in Canada, this time the Ottawa Jewish Bulletin. This paper is part of
a dwindling number of Jewish newspapers. We’re doing fine though, in
case you’re wondering - with no chance of our closing.
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Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN

Composite graph showing number of active cases of COVID-19 in the
Winnipeg Region as of Nov. 22. (from Province of Manitoba website)



Jerry Rubin has
reinvented him-
self many times

during the course of
his life.  At various
times, he has been an
elementary school
teacher (35 years
working in the Seven
Oaks School

Division), owned an ice cream parlour, had a
food manufacturing business, ran a concession
at the Red River Ex, manufactured decorative
shelving, owned a national jewelry import and
distribution company with 1,700 retail outlets
in Canada, did home renovations, ran an
online marketing company, and been a mar-
keting consultant for a division of K-Tel. 

His most recent incarnation is “artist”.
For the month of November (until December 2) his works are on display

at Bev Morton’s Wayne Arthur Gallery on Provencher Avenue. (If our Code
Red lifts, you may just have some time to drop in to see them.)

“It’s a solo exhibit,” he says.  “I have 20 pieces on exhibition taking up
three walls.”

While it may seem that Rubin’s artistic talent has blossomed somewhat
late in life, he recalls that as a child and teenager, he drew and painted con-
stantly.

So why did he wait until these past few years to rekindle his passion for
producing art?

“This latest career change,” he explains, “began eight years ago out of
the need for a creative outlet - and out of boredom.  I have a need to keep
busy.  After I sold my jewelry business, I was at loose ends. So I went back
to painting.”

He points out that his background in business and marketing have been
of invaluable help in his new artistic career.  (Marketing may also be in his
genes, considering that his late father, Sam Rubin, in his role as the long
time manager of Big 4 Sales was known as the “king Of Main Street.)

While Rubin’s paintings have been exhibited in galleries throughout
Canada, the USA, and Mexico and hang in homes and offices worldwide,
his big break was a spin-off from his previous career in marketing jewelry.

“There was this couple on the west coast who had three gift shops and
used to buy my jewelry,” he recounts.  “They were among my best cus-
tomers and we became good friends.  I kept in touch with them after they
sold their gift shops and moved to Puerto Vallarta in Mexico, where they
opened an art gallery.  After I began painting, I contacted them and they
invited me to bring some of my paintings to Puerto Vallarta to sell in their
gallery.  I took six or seven pieces and went down for a week.  The paint-
ings quickly sold out.  The next winter, they invited me to come down for
a month.  After that, I became “The Artist in Residence” at their
“International Gallery” and my wife and I have been spending our winters
down there for the past seven years.”

Rubin reports that many other Winnipeggers spend part of the winter in
Puerto Vallarta and come into the gallery.  He tells one story about a paint-
ing of a polar bear that he had on exhibit at the annual Art Expo at the Red
River Ex’s Exhibition Place.  It didn’t sell so his friends in Puerto Vallarta
encouraged him to bring it with him to Mexico to place in their gallery.

“So this couple from Winnipeg comes into the gallery one day,” he
recounts.  “The wife says to the husband that that is the same polar bay they
saw at Art Expo.  The husband says that they should have bought then.
Astoundingly, they bought my polar bear painting to take back to
Winnipeg.”

Rubin describes his paintings as “Art That Pops”.  “Each piece is bright,
innovative, and designed to make a bold statement,” he points out. “ I don’t

intend for my paintings to fit a decor, I want them
to be showstoppers and the first thing a visitor
comments on when entering the owner’s home,
business, or office.”

He notes that he focuses largely on animal paint-
ings – lions, tigers, cats, zebras, for example -  in
bright – even crazy – colours.  He says that his
paintings are acrylic – you can’t get the colour
effects he wants with oils, he says - and are usual-
ly painted on canvases that are either 3’by 3’ or 3’
by 4’.

He sells the majority of his paintings for either
$1,150 or $1,250.  “It is astounding to me thast my
bigger pieces sell faster than smaller ones,” he

observes.
He also does work on commission.  He cites one

example of the latter where a woman came into the
gallery in Puerto Vallarta and asked the artist to paint a portrait of Tony
Bennett.

“Her husband was a big Tony Bennett fan,” Rubin notes.
“The art world is now my world,” Rubin concludes. “It struck me right

in the creativity when a gallery owner in Key West, Florida, with whom I
had become friendly early on in my artistic career  said that all the paint-
ings in her gallery are fabulous, but none of them make her smile or are fun.

“To paint pictures that make people smile became my mantra.” 
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Myron Love

A letter from someone in the USA who disagrees
with Myron Love and Royle Derbitsky

Dear Bernie,
I was just reading my October 28th edition of The Jewish Post & News

and thought I might share a few observations.
I really respect the fact that you have agreed to feature both sides of the

Trump argument.  Knowing how you really feel makes it even more chal-
lenging.  

Because of the size of the USA, and its geographic location next to
Canada, I have noted how many Canadians follow the USA news and have
strong feelings one way or another.

I read the comments of Royle Derbitsky and Myron Love and was con-
fronted with so many emotions.   I would like both of them to live in the
USA and then become experts on what is really going on here, and how
great this President is for the USA and Israel.   And the story about the
Covid situation in the Hasidic community!   I guess both men do a lot of
reading the USA news.   I wonder how they would feel if they lived here
and also did not have medical insurance, which is a right in Canada but a
privilege here.     

It is hard to extrapolate another country’s real story when you live away.
I continue to feel so stressed, as do so many I know, with the current crisis
that this maniac president, does not want to acknowledge the election
results and taking everyone hostage while the Covid crisis is so terrible and
getting worse by the day.    This insanity could not happen in Canada!

Thank you again for publishing the Yiddish Theater event and for keep-
ing Winnipeg close to me with every edition.

All my best,
Diane Unrode Ackley
New York City

Yasher koach to Ida and Saul Alpern
Dear Mr. Bellan:

A hearty “yasher koach” to Ida and Saul Alpern for their generous dona-
tion (to the Magen David Adom), as described in the October 28, 2020
issue of your paper. Permit me to add a bit of early background to my for-
mer neighbour, Ida.

Mr. and Mrs. Ira Reiss, parents-to-be of Ida, and their three young sons,
Harry, Sam and Edward, emigrated from Poland just before the outbreak of
World War II. They settled on a small farm in central Saskatchewan in the
Jewish rural community of Edenbridge. (My parents had moved to
Edenbridge ten years earlier.) Ida was born there several years later.

In spite of arduous living conditions, the Reiss family quickly adapted
and prospered.  Early formal education was in a one-room country school
for grades one to ten.

After more than a dozen years the Reiss family moved to north-end
Winnipeg. Here, Ida completed her high school and university education,
with a degree in Food Science. Ida began her successful career as a dieti-
cian at a major Winnipeg hospital.

May Saul and Ida continue to enjoy the fruits of their labours for many
years to come.
Truly,
Frank White

LETTERS

“Artist” is latest incarnation for Winnipeg entrepreneur Jerry Rubin

Jerry Rubin at the International Gallery in
Puerto Vallarta, where he is the “artist-in-res-
idence” 

By

MYRON LOVE

Tom Hanks joins campaign to turn Pittsburgh
Tree of Life synagogue into anti-racism center

Nov. 20, 2020 (JTA) — Actor Tom Hanks and singer Billy Porter have
agreed to help lead a fundraising campaign to help turn Pittsburgh’s Tree
of Life synagogue into an anti-racism center.

Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf and Joanne Rogers, wife of the late
television show host Fred Rogers, will also be members of a “cabinet” to
support the renovation of the Tree of Life building, where a gunman killed
11 Jews in 2018, Rabbi Jeffrey Myers said in a statement Wednesday.

“Through this effort and with the support of people of all backgrounds,
we will transform a site of hate and tragedy into a site of hope, remem-
brance and education,” the Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle quoted Myers as
saying.

The community is raising funds for the project in a campaign titled
“Remember. Rebuild. Renew.” Reports about did not specify the cam-
paign’s fundraising goal.
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I had no idea Joe Biden has a Jewish family. That’s actually a good thing.
This story originally appeared in Alma.

By SOPHIE VERSHBOW
Last Thursday night, 567 days after Joe

Biden officially announced his presidential
campaign and five days after he won the elec-
tion, I learned that all of Biden’s children mar-
ried Jewish partners.

I’ll admit, I was surprised. There I was,
gushing over our new Jewish second gentle-
man-elect, Doug Emhoff, when I discovered
there was a gaggle of Jewish grandchildren to
coo over, too. But here’s what makes Biden’s
extended Jewish family so significant to me: I
didn’t need to know they exist in order to
believe that Joe Biden supports the Jewish
community.

For the past four years, President Trump has
used his daughter Ivanka, her husband Jared
Kushner and their children as the “I have a
Black friend” of Judaism. Any time he’s been
accused of anti-Semitism, he and his surro-
gates hold them up as proof of his support for America’s Jewish population
— with nothing more to back it up.

Case in point: At the vice presidential debate with Kamala Harris in
October, Mike Pence deflected concerns that the president failed to con-
demn neo-Nazis when he told the Proud Boys to “stand back and stand by”
because “President Trump has Jewish grandchildren. His daughter and son-
in-law are Jewish. This is a president who respects and cherishes all of the
American people.”

But the way you treat those closest to you is not an accurate representa-
tion of your support for an entire community, especially a marginalized
one. It does not matter that Trump loves his Jewish daughter or doesn’t
seem to mind that his grandchildren attend a Jewish day school (or did,
until they withdrew their kids after fellow parents raised concerns about the
couple publicly flouting coronavirus guidelines, but that’s a shanda for a
different time). The fact is that despite declaring himself “the least anti-
Semitic person that you’ve ever seen in your entire life,” we know that
Jews have been less safe during Trump’s presidency.

Anti-Semitic incidents in the U.S. skyrocketed between 2016 and 2017
when Trump took office. The Anti-Defamation League reported a 12%
increase in anti-Semitic attacks from 2018 to 2019, the highest jump since
they started collecting data 40 years ago. And it’s no wonder when the pres-
ident has consistently engaged in behavior that does not reflect support for

the American Jewish community.
During the 2016 election, Trump tweeted a photo

of Hillary Clinton on top of a pile of money next to
a Jewish star that says “most corrupt candidate
ever.” In 2017, he famously refused to denounce the
literal neo-Nazis marching in Charlottesville with
swastika banners and causing members of a local
synagogue to flee. Just this fall, Trump referred to
Israel as “your country” while on a call with
American Jewish leaders during the High Holidays,
a confusing notion to many American Jews like
myself with virtually no connection to Israel.

According to one poll, in the 2020 election, 77%
of Jewish voters favored Biden. There are many
reasons why Jewish voters like myself voted for
Biden without needing to know about his many
Jewish relatives. Biden’s entire candidacy stemmed
from seeing white supremacists march in
Charlottesville “spewing the same anti-Semitic bile
heard across Europe in the ’30s.” He has repeated-
ly spoken out publicly on anti-Semitism — a far cry

from the “good people on both sides” rhetoric spewed by Trump.
Biden also understands that American Jews care about more than just

Israel. His website lists health care, climate change, immigration, women’s
rights, LGBTQ+ rights and gun violence on its page about Biden and the
Jewish community. These are issues that American Jews actually care
about, not whether or not the president can tolerate a Jew at Mar-a-Lago.

The issue is not that President Trump wants to talk about his Jewish fam-
ily — to be honest, it’s kind of nice to hear him speak about his family at
all. The issue is that he only trots them out to defend himself against the
valid claims of anti-Semitism. No one wants to be tokenized, and that’s
exactly what Donald Trump did with Ivanka, Jared and their children. His
treatment of his Jewish family members isn’t representation, it’s exploita-
tion.

Thankfully Joe Biden doesn’t need to do that — he’s already proven him-
self to be a mensch. The fact that he has Jewish grandchildren is merely
icing on the cake.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

Joe Biden (the “worst candidate ever to be
nominated by an American political party for
the presidency of the United States”, according
to Myron Love) with wife Jill, their daughter
Ashley and several of their grandchildren --
including Hunter's three daughters, Naomi,
Finnegan and Maisy.  (Twitter photo)

Palestinian Authority resumes
ties with Israeli government

Nov 18, 2020 (JTA) — The Palestinian Authority has resumed security
and financial ties with Israel, in part because its leaders believe a Biden
presidency will bring Palestinians back into the peacemaking fold.

Israel will now resume funneling taxes to the Palestinian Authority and
security cooperation. According to reports, the preeminent reason that
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas resumed the ties was
because Palestinian areas were suffering a cash crunch.

Hussein Al Sheikh, a senior official of Abbas’ ruling Fatah Party,
announced the change Monday in a Twitter post of his appearance on a
Palestinian news program.

In the appearance, Al Sheikh cited the election of Joe Biden as president,
saying that Biden’s announced changes to U.S. policy on the Palestinians
facilitated the change. Biden has said he will resume diplomatic ties with
the Palestinians ended by President Donald Trump and resume U.S. assis-
tance.

Biden also is adamantly opposed to Israel’s annexation of any part of the
West Bank and emphasizes a two-state outcome as a means of resolving
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Al Sheikh also said that communications from Israel recommitting the
country to prior agreements were a factor. He said the prior commitments
nullify the peace proposal Trump unveiled in January, which the
Palestinians revile because in the long run it would allow Israel to annex
parts of the West Bank.

The Palestinian Authority cut ties with Israel in May partly because of
plans by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to annex parts of the West
Bank. Netanyahu cited the Trump peace proposal as a pretext, although
Trump administration officials made clear that no annexation could take
place for at least four years unless the Palestinians were in agreement.

Annexation came off the table in August as the Trump administration
brokered the normalization deal among Israel, the United Arab Emirates
and Bahrain. The UAE would not enter the deal, which was signed in
September, unless Israel agreed to suspend plans for annexation.

Ivanka Trump’s former best friend scorched her in
a Vanity Fair essay. Here are the Jewish details.

Nov. 17, 2020 (JTA) — In a
widely talked about Vanity Fair
essay published Tuesday, journal-
ist Lysandra Ohrstrom details her
long and close friendship with
Ivanka Trump — and it’s far from
flattering. She claims Trump was
“shamelessly vain” and has “laid
waste to the image she worked so
hard to build,” what Ohrstrom
calls her “more polished and intel-
lectual offshoot of the Trump
brand.”

A couple of Jewish-themed
claims in the essay are sure to
raise eyebrows, too.

First, Ohrstrom writes about what she saw as Donald Trump’s envy of the
“Waspy,” older and more established country clubs that his Mar-a-Lago
club competes with in Palm Beach, Florida. Those clubs were historically
more exclusive, especially of Jews and other minorities, while Trump’s
clubs have been known to be more open. Trump is jealous of the exclusiv-
ity, Ohrstrom implies.

Ohrstrom remembers a time that Donald Trump boasted about the wealth
of his club members in front of them — clearly many of them were Jewish.

“They laughed when he addressed them as the richest Jews in the world,
complimented the array of luxury sports cars in the parking lot, and glee-
fully recounted the fight he was waging against the Waspy club across the
street, which he dismissed as a dump,” she wrote.

Later in the essay Ohrstrom, who worked in Lebanon, says she is pro-
Palestinian and that she wears a necklace with her name spelled in Arabic.
Ivanka Trump “grew increasingly irritated by it,” Ohrstrom wrote.

Sometimes, she would randomly say, “I hate that thing.” Then one night
in the middle of dinner, she glanced at the necklace and said, “How does
your Jewish boyfriend feel when you are having sex and that necklace hits
him the face? How can you wear that thing? It just screams, ‘terrorist.’”

Ohrstrom said that Ivanka’s aversion to the necklace started shortly after
she began dating Jared Kushner, her future husband, who is Orthodox
Jewish. Ivanka would convert to Judaism before marrying him.

Lysandra Ohrstrom (left) 
with Ivanka Trump



By MYRON LOVE

On Sunday, November 15, Jewish National Fund (JNF)
chapters across Canada “hosted” “A Night of 100
Dinners” during which participants received in their

homes a mix of nosherei and watched a virtual performance
featuring YidLife Crisis and a host of other celebrities. David
Greaves, the JNF’s executive director for Manitoba and
Saskatchewan, reports that  the Winnipeg response exceeded
expectations.

“We had just over 100 homes and donors that participated
and the feedback has been nothing but positive,” Greaves
reports.

Nola Lazar, JNF President, also had much praise for Shaarey
Zedek Chef Joel Lafond and his catering department, which
prepared the party sandwiches and pastries for participants.
“The sandwiches and pastry were delicious as always,” she
says.

JNF volunteers delivered the goods, so to speak.
The amount of food and wine that each participating

received was calibrated with the category of donation to the
JNF for the event. Top donors – the L’chaim level or $1,800
category – received sandwiches (the nosh or forshpice), plus
dessert and two bottles of wine.  For the Negev ($75) and
Young Adult ($54) categories, you received a delivery of
sweet treats.

The 40 minute virtual performance that was part of the pro-
gram across Canada included such celebrities as Martin Short;
Gal Gadot (of Wonder Women Fame); the star of “Fauda”, Lior
Raz; Colin Mochrie; and Howie Mandel. 

Greaves notes that the last five minutes of the program were set aside for
locally relevant programming.  For Winnipeg participants, there was a lit-
tle shticking from “YidLife Crisis” about Winnipeg. Schmoozers and the
Viscount Gort received  notable  mentions. 

The program also featured a live performance by Danny Greaves
(David’s brother), who is the lead singer of the Winnipeg-based band, “The
Watchmen”. Danny Greaves played an unplugged version on piano of ‘Any
day now’ a hit song about Winnipeg that the band recorded many years ago. 

The program closed with a “Hello Winnipeg” from David Broza and a
five-minute version of ‘Yihiye Tov’ (It’ll be alright) an appropriate song for
the times we are living in.

David Greaves reports that the Winnipeg portion of “Night of 100
Dinners” raised about $25,000, which will go toward JNF Winnipeg’s pro-
ject in Israel – JNF Canada House of Excellence - an after-school educa-
tional enrichment centre aimed at helping high school students in Sderot
and surrounding communities in the south to enhance their academic per-
formance. 

The multipurpose hall will be used for workshops, lectures, perfor-
mances, film and social gatherings. The ‘house’ will also be a safe place as
the 3000 plus square foot building will also be a reinforced shelter.

As a national JNF project, JNF Winnipeg is very proud that the lead gift
of $1 million has come from the son of Berdie & Irvin Cohen z’l in their
honour.

Greaves, however, suggests that “Night of 100 Dinners” was more about
community engagement than fundraising. 

“This has been a tough year,” he observes. “We had to cancel our gala
and our annual High Holiday campaign.  With this program, we were try-
ing to reach out to the community in a unique and interesting way. We are

trying to stay relevant.”
As for the Negev Gala, Greaves reports that the JNF staff and board are

planning to reschedule last year’s gala honouring community leader Dr.
Ted Lyons for the spring.  “We care not sure what it will look like yet,” he
says.  “It may be a mixture of virtual and live parts.  We have David Broza
rebooked as our feature performer and he is excited about being part of the
Gala – we hope in person.  We want to make sure that we are able to put
together a really special evening for Ted Lyons.”
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JNF holds successful online event - with home-delivered nosh thrown in

Scenes from JNF’s online “A Night of 100 Dinners”

Nola Lazar - President,
JNF Manitoba-Saskatchewan

Danny Greaves,
lead singer of “The Watchmen” 

“Wonder Woman” - Gal Gadot
David Broza

hoped-for featured entertainer 
at next year’s Negev Gala

US frees former convicted spy 
Jonathan Pollard from parole

He will now be able to achieve his lifelong dream 
of moving to Israel, where he has citizenship.

(November 20, 2020 / JNS) Jonathan Pollard, a former intelligence ana-
lyst who served three decades in prison for spying for and giving classified
information to Israel, has been freed.

The U.S. Parole Commission declined to renew Pollard’s parole condi-
tions and issued a certificate terminating parole and lifting all parole
restrictions, according to a statement on Friday by Pollard’s lawyers, Eliot
Lauer and Jacques Semmelman.

Pollard’s conditions under the Parole Commission, since being released
in 2015, included remaining in New York City for at least five years unless
granted permission to travel outside, having his computer use monitored by
the U.S. government and wearing a wrist monitor.

U.S. President Donald Trump considered allowing Pollard to attend the
opening of the U.S. embassy in Jerusalem, but that did not materialize.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reportedly raised Pollard’s
case in his meetings with Trump.

In 2017, a U.S. federal circuit court denied a request to ease Pollard’s
parole restrictions.



The Winnipeg Chapter of Canadian
Associates of Ben Gurion University of
the Negev (CABGU) is delighted to

announce the appointments of two new co-
chairs: Diandra Etkin and Aaron Migie.

Diandra has served as a CABGU board mem-
ber in Winnipeg for two years. She is a teacher
by profession, and a passionate advocate for
education. Diandra traveled to Israel three times
and during her most recent visit she attended an
Ulpan course. “I am excited to be given the
opportunity to co-chair the Winnipeg board. I
wholeheartedly believe BGU graduates will
continue doing great things for the world, and I
am glad to be able to support their learning.”

Aaron has also served as a board member with the Winnipeg Chapter of
CABGU. He is a Certified Financial Planner with Assante Wealth
Management – Migie Wealth Group. Aaron is actively involved with sev-
eral community organizations including FINCA International, Winnipeg
Harvest and local cancer initiatives. “I am very honoured to have the
opportunity to co-chair the board in Winnipeg. I hope to assist in further-
ing the support that our organization provides to BGU, an educational insti-
tution in Israel that has so much positive impact on a global scale.”

Diandra and Aaron will begin serving as co-chairs immediately.

We also thank our outgoing chair, Sheldon Zamick, for his years of ser-
vice. Sheldon was appointed chair in 2013. During his 7 years of service
Sheldon led countless successful fundraising campaigns and helped to
guide the direction of the Winnipeg office. 

“I was proud to serve as chair of CABGU Winnipeg. During this time, I
believe a lot of positive accomplishments occurred. We honored Marjorie
and Morley Blankstein at a gala in 2014 and helped to build a cyber secu-
rity unit at Ben Gurion University. That was our first event in many years.
It drew over 360 people and raises over $500,000. Our collaboration with
the St. Boniface Hospital for joint research in the areas of brain, cardio-
vascular, autism, and nutraceutical science has raised just under $2 million!

At our gala in 2019, honouring Hope and
Howard Morry, we raised over $650,000 and
had over 600 people in attendance. The Hope
and Howard Morry Leadership Initiative will
be a project that transforms the university from
the top down for years to come.  In my years as
chair I attended two Board of Governors meet-
ings in Israel. I participated as a national board
member for the last five years and I served on
the national audit committee. I am immensely
proud of the work we have done. After seven
years as  chair I felt it was time to move on and
allow our young leaders on the board to take on
the exciting challenges of the future! I wish
everyone all the best and look forward to all the
amazing achievements to come.”

ABOUT CABGU
CABGU fulfills its mission by raising funds and awareness for Ben

Gurion University (BGU) across Canada, showcasing BGU’s academic
excellence and cutting-edge research from the desert for the world.
Activities include educating individuals, foundations, and media about the
University’s ground-breaking research through a series of exciting, infor-
mative communications, educational programs, and events featuring
world-renowned faculty.

CABGU promotes the pioneering spirit of Israel’s founders that contin-
ues to flourish in the vast desert wilderness of the Negev. A unique oasis of
innovation, BGU is making the desert bloom, providing expertise in desert
studies, alternative energy, ecological conservation, water purification and
management, bio- and nanotechnologies, community medicine and global
health, social work, and Jewish literature and culture.

CABGU supports these endeavours and the University’s extensive out-
reach to the Negev’s diverse communities, its Arab neighbours, developing
nations and the world.
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CONGRATULATIONS  
& YISHAR KOACH  

Sheldon Zamick 

With gratitude and thanks for your seven years  
of excellent service as Chairman of the  

Winnipeg Regional Board from 2013-2020

Ben-Gurion University
Negevof the

CANADIAN ASSOCIATES OF 

Israel’s Nation Building University

Zach Ostrove                                                                                          
Executive Director

Mitchell Oelbaum 
National President

Mark Mendelson 
National CEO

Celebrity chef Pete Evans promoted a
Holocaust denier. Now he’s off a reality show

for sharing a neo-Nazi symbol.
Nov. 18, 2020 (JTA) —

Pete Evans, an Australian
celebrity chef, has lost his
book publisher and was
dropped from a TV show
after he shared a neo-Nazi
symbol on Instagram.

This isn’t the first time
Evans, who promotes the
paleo diet, has sparked
backlash. He has denied that
he is a neo-Nazi and the post
appears to be deleted.

In May, he was criticized
for promoting the coron-
avirus conspiracy theories
of David Icke, a Holocaust
denier. Icke also believes
that the world is secretly
controlled by a race of
lizard people known as rep-
tilians. Evans has also
called COVID-19 a “hoax.”

Despite those controver-
sies, Evans’ books were still
widely sold and he was set
to appear on a reality show called “I’m a Celebrity … Get Me Out of
Here,” according to the Guardian.

But he is being condemned after sharing a cartoon on Instagram featur-
ing a caterpillar wearing a “Make American Great Again” hat talking to a
butterfly emblazoned with a black sun symbol called the “sonnenrad.” The
Anti-Defamation League defines the sonnenrad as a neo-Nazi symbol and
says it “is one of a number of ancient European symbols appropriated by
the Nazis in their attempt to invent an idealized ‘Aryan/Norse’ heritage.”

Because of the post, Evans’ books have been removed from multiple
supermarket chains and he will no longer be on the reality show.

Evans said in a Facebook video that he had to look up the term “neo-
Nazi,” which was widely used, after he was accused of being one.

“Sincere apologies to anyone who misinterpreted a previous post of a
caterpillar and a butterfly having a chat over a drink and perceived that I
was promoting hatred,” he wrote in an earlier post. “I look forward to
studying all of the symbols that have ever existed and research them thor-
oughly before posting.”

Pete Evans (right) with Carbone Pizza
owner Benjamin Nasberg in Winnipeg
in June 2019 when Evans was here to
help promote Carbone Pizza’s new
“paleo” menu. (Ed. note: I actually met
him at the time. He seemed like a really
nice guy, but I didn’t know that he
believed the world is controlled by
“lizard people”. Of course, that puts
him in good company with the nice folks
who believe in the Qanon conspiracy
theory - and love Donald Trump.)

Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion University announce two new co-chairs

DIANDRA ETKIN AARON MIGIE
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Netanyahu, Mossad chief fly to Saudi Arabia to meet with the crown prince

By ARIEL KAHANA & DANIEL SIRYOTI 
(November 23, 2020 / Israel Hayom) Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu made an unannounced
trip to Neom, Saudi Arabia on Sunday to meet with
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad Bin Salman and U.S.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, a senior official has
confirmed to Israel Hayom. The official added that
Yossi Cohen, the head of Israel’s Mossad intelligence
agency, was at the meeting as well.

Riyadh has yet to officially comment on the reports
of the meeting, which was arranged by U.S. Special
Representative for Iran Elliott Abrams. The Israeli
official noted that while Riyadh had initially agreed to
the meeting’s occurrence being leaked to the media,
the story broke sooner than planned.

The plan was to leak some of the details of the meet-
ing over several hours, but once Israeli media reported that Netanyahu had
abruptly canceled a planned Cabinet meeting, as well as images of the pre-
sumed flight path of the plane that took him and Cohen to Neom, the infor-
mation was made public in its entirety.

Earlier Monday, Israeli intelligence
website Intellitimes reported that a plane had departed
Israel on Sunday afternoon for Neom, Saudi Arabia,
where it remained on the tarmac for several hours before
returning home. Although not Israeli, the plane had at
one point been designated to fly Netanyahu to the sign-
ing ceremony of the Abraham Accords with the United
Arab Emirates and Bahrain in Washington in
September.

Both U.S. President Donald Trump and Netanyahu
have in recent weeks said additional Arab states were
interested in signing agreements with Israel. On Sunday,
Pompeo said other Arab states could join the Abraham
Accords. Saudi Arabia for its part has declared it would
only enter into an accord with Israel once Jerusalem had
signed a deal with the Palestinians.

Shimon Yaish contributed to this report.
This is an edited version of an article that first appeared in Israel Hayom

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu
met with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammad Bin Salman on
Sunday, Nov. 22
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BARBARA LEVY
1955-2020

On November 1st,
Barbara Levy passed
away peacefully, but far
too soon, with her family
by her side.

There will never be
another Barbara Levy.
Anyone who had the
good fortune to have
spent time in her compa-
ny could tell you the
unmistakeable presence
she had. Her every deci-
sion was dictated by her

strong sense of self, governed by her passion, and
guided by the boundless love she had for her family.
Barbara was the very embodiment of unconditional
love, her generosity of words and actions matched
only by her sharp wit and sense of humour.

As a teenager, Barbara was an avid reader. Inspired
by the great literary works, she became an English
teacher and educated and inspired young minds dur-
ing her long career. She was devoted to her students
and imparted on them her fondness for Canadian lit-
erature by taking them on field trips to Margaret
Laurence’s home in Neepawa.

Barbara met her husband Moses (Moe) at the age
of 19. She was his confidant, best friend, and love for
almost 46 years. She was the bedrock for her Moses
throughout his career; a steadfast supporter of all his
pursuits, she was exceptionally proud of all he had
done to reshape his adopted city.

With Moses, Barbara had three children who were
the light of her life: Adam, Sam, and Sarah. From an
early age to adulthood Barbara instilled in her chil-
dren the joy of imagination, the value of integrity, the
virtue of duty, and the power of resilience. Nothing
brought her greater joy than nurturing them into the
caring, giving, and accomplished people they have
become.

As the Levy family continued to expand, Barbara
spread her wings to welcome beloved pets, Allie and
MacDuff, the partners of her children, Tanya,
Sandra, and Robin, and in recent years, her beautiful
grandchildren, Benjamin and Maya. She could sim-
ply not help herself but to be a dedicated mother to
them all, for her heart and soul has no limitations.

The dedication that Barbara showed to her hus-
band and family was likewise present in her relation-
ship with Judaism, embodying Jewish values and
maintaining a Jewish family. Of the countless things
she did to make simchas and observances celebrato-
ry and meaningful, Barbara’s embrace and assurance
of the Shabbat will remain in the hearts of those
around her. Each week, she created an island in time
on Friday nights, filled with unforgettable food,
songs, heated debate, and laughter.

Barbara demonstrated her characteristic tenacity
and poise during her two-year battle with cancer,
fiercely determined no matter how difficult the road
was. Throughout her entire life, Barbara was the
epitome of elegance and strength at once. That did
not change when she became sick.

Barbara had an unmistakeable grace and class that
elevated those around her, that made any moment
spent with Barbara one worth living. She will be pro-
foundly missed by her entire family: her husband
Moses, her children Adam and his wife Tanya, her
grandchildren Benjamin and Maya, Sam and his wife
Sandra, Sarah and her partner Robin, her mother
Inge and her sister Ursula, and all of her extended
family. Barbara was predeceased by her father,
Arthur.  The funeral was held at the Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery on November 4, 2020, and shiva was
observed privately by the family. We wish to thank
Rabbi Yosef Benarroch for officiating Barbara’s
funeral, and honourary pallbearers Rabbi Shmuly
Altein, Matthew Adelman, Michael Goldberg, David
Lipnowsk and Jeff Morry.  Minyan participants were
Abe Anhang, Jack Craven, Hart Kaplan, Jeff Kliman
and Shawn Wolk.

We also wish to thank Dr. Paul Daeninck, Shawna
Castillo, and the entire team at the Victoria Hospital
CancerCare for their support, attention, and care over
the last year and a half.

Donations in Barbara’s honour can be directed to
the Barbara Levy Scholarship Fund at the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba.

LINDY GREENBERG
It is with great sadness

that Linda (Lindy)
Greenberg of Winnipeg,
Manitoba passed away at
the Simkin Centre on
November 9, 2020.  

Lindy was born in
Winnipeg on November
15, 1952 to Rose and
Arnold Secter. She will
be lovingly remembered
by Howard, her husband
of 48 years, children
Rebecca Greenberg

(Marshall Singer) of Toronto, Ontario and Laura
Silver (Greg) of Dallas, Texas. Lindy will be espe-
cially missed by her three grandsons: Riley, Max,
and Leo. 

Lindy grew up in a warm and loving home in River
Heights with her older sister Carol (Gerry) and
younger brother David (Betty). Her parents instilled
in her a love of education leading her to a Bachelors
of Arts from the University of Manitoba and her
teacher’s certification from McGill University. 

Lindy worked hard both inside and outside of the
house. She began her career at Wellington
Elementary School. After having children she
worked as a substitute teacher at Ramah Hebrew
School and later returned to teach grade 3. The free
time she had was spent doing volunteer work; of par-
ticular note was her work with the Manitoba
Guardian Angels for Women’s Cancer.

Lindy was the consummate homemaker. It was
clear she loved being a mom more than anything in
the world.  She created a loving, nurturing and sup-
portive home for her children and always put others
first. She was known for her delicious home cooking
and entertaining where she welcomed all to join for
holidays and celebrations. 

Lindy was demure, elegant and never sought atten-
tion. She did not take well to receiving - be it com-
plements or gifts.  She received much greater joy by
giving to others.  

She was known by her friends and family for her
openness, loyalty, integrity and non-judgmental atti-
tude. Lindy loved travel, coffee, reading, organiza-
tion, entertaining, family, and friends.

When Lindy was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s at
age 55, she was committed not to let the illness
define her. Her battle was one of many occasions
where she demonstrated that happiness is a choice -
that one can be happy no matter what. She defined
herself by the strength she showed during adversity
and challenge, not by the adversity itself. 

A private graveside service was held at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery in Winnipeg on November 11,
2020. Shiva was observed privately by the family.

Donations can be made in Lindy’s name to:
Alzheimer Society of Canada
https://www.alzheimer.ca/en
Alzheimer Society of Manitoba
https://alzheimer.mb.ca/

MEYER GINDIN

Due to an oversight, we
did not include the name
of Meyer Gindin’s wife,
Raya, in the memoriam
for Meyer in our Nov.
11 issue.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
NOV.  25

As another year passes we reflect on the lives of our parents Molly
and Sam Kowalson and the lessons in life imparted from them to us.
They taught us the meaning of dedication to family, the value of a
good name and the importance of living by the golden rule.
Bittersweet memories of family gatherings at such times as Pesach
and Rosh Hashanah flood our minds as do thoughts of their
overwhelming concern for our well being.

Death is never final – it is only a temporary parting. One day we
will all be together again.

– Lovingly remembered and honoured always by your children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
KOWALSON

who passed away
December 15th, 1980
8 days in Tevet, 5741

MOLLY
KOWALSON

who passed away
November 23rd, 2015

11 days in Kislev, 5776

In Memoriam
40th Yahrzeit 5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

In Memoriam

DAVID
PESOCHIN

who passed away
November 28th, 2009

11 Days in Kislev
Nothing can ever take away
the love a heart holds dear
Fond memories linger every day

— Sadly missed and forever
remembered by his wife Raya,
children Sam, Jeff and Barry,
daughters-in-law Susie,
Barbara and Eve, grand-
children and great-grand-
children.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOHN CECIL
RAISEN

who passed away
December 12, 1986
10 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

DORA
GREENFELD

who passed away
November 17, 2013

14 days in Kislev
Time goes by, but memories stay
Never more than a thought away
No need for words, except to say
Always loved, always missed,
every passing day.
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

“Forever in our hearts”

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit
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MEMORIAMS
CONTINUED

ON NEXT PAGE

In loving memory of

RACHEL
MARGOLIS

who passed away
November 29, 2018

A BEAUTIFUL
SOUL IS
NEVER

FORGOTTEN
Ever remembered by your
husband Gary, children,

grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX FAIMAN
who passed away
December 1, 1968
10 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JERRY NEPON
who passed away
December 9, 1997
10 Days in Kislev

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by your children
Sid and Esther, grandchildren
Adeena and Tom, Ahava and
Frank and Marni and
Jonathan, great-grand-
children Danny and Anna and
Leo Jerry Nathan, Sophie and
Lily.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANDOR
OSZTERMANN

who passed away
November 18, 2009
12 Days in Kislev

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. VICTOR L.
ROSENFIELD

who passed away
November 21, 1999
12 Days in Kislev

Time goes by but memories stay
Never more than a thought
away
Quietly remembered, day by
day
No need for words, except to
say
Still loved, still missed, every
passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Elsa,
children, and grandchildren.
“Forever in our hearts”

MICHAEL
ROSNER
who passed away

December 13, 1982
27 Days in Kislev

In loving memory of

MINA
ROSNER
who passed away
December 9, 1997
10 Days in Kislev

— You are always in our memories - your children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

KARYN
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
November 30, 2009

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In loving memory of

AARON
ARLINSKY
who passed away
December 7, 1995
15 Days in Kislev

You live on in our memory and
hearts forever.
— Sadly missed by your family
Audrey, Nata, Kayla, Rena,
Mahalia and Leah.

25th Yahrzeit
In MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dearly beloved Mother,

Grandmother and
Great Grandmother

BERTHA
KOWALL
who passed away

November 30, 1982
15 days in Kislev 5743

— You are always remembered
and sadly missed by your
family.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DENA KATZ
who passed away

November 28, 2012
14 days in Kislev

— Forever loved and sadly
missed by husband Henry,
family and friends.

In loving memory of

LEONARD
HARRIS

who passed away
December 3, 2017
13 days in Kislev

—Forever remembered and
sadly missed by h is wife Diane,
children and family.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DEC. 2

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

wife and mother

GOLDIE
TABACHNICK

who passed away
December 9, 1987
18 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CONNIE
LENOFF

who passed away
December 3, 2010
26 Days in Kislev

– Lovingly remembered and
forever in our hearts.
Children,  grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

HENRIETTA
SILVERMAN

who passed away
November 2, 2005
1 Day in Chesvan

HARRY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
December 24, 1983

19 Days in Tevet, 5744

15th Yahrzeit37th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

Always in our thoughts.
—Ever remembered and sadly missed by their loving  daughter
Geri, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, family and friends.



In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RANDA
MINKIN

who passed away
December 5, 2008

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by mom Beverly
and brother Shane.

In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

20th Yahrzeit 5th Yahrzeit

SAM WOLFMAN
who passed away

December 17, 2000
20 days in Kislev

In loving memory of

JEAN WOLFMAN
who passed away

December 11, 2015
29 days in Kislev

In Memoriam

ERNIE TESSLER
who passed away

November 29, 2004
16 Days in Kislev

16th Yahrzeit 2nd Yahrzeit

FAYE TESSLER
who passed away

December 23, 2018
15 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

Always remembered and sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Forever in our hearts

In Memoriam

SHEILA
ROITENBERG

who passed away
December 23, 2008
26 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children Janis,
Evan and Audra, and grandchildren Lindsay and Jillian.

SHOM
ROITENBERG

who passed away
November 27, 2018
19 Days in Kislev

 In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY DVERIS
who passed away

December 18, 1981
22 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

IZZY WEINSTEIN
who passed away
December 1, 1988
22 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EDITH BLANK
who passed away
December 1, 2007
21 Days in Kislev

— Sadly missed by your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SOPHIE FIEN
ESKOW

who passed away
December 12, 2006
21 Days in Kislev

— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAUL GILMORE
who passed away
December 4, 2004

21 Days in Kislev, 5765
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BETTY GLESBY
who passed away

November 27, 2010
20 Days in Kislev

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by  your nieces
and nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABE LOVE
who passed away

November 30, 1977
20 Days in Kislev

— Lovingly remembered by
his wife, Gladys, and children
Myron (and Symma) and
Sharon.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PAMELA
BUCHALTER

who passed away
December 2, 1993
19 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
mother and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
WEIDMAN
who passed away

 December 20, 1978
20 Days in Kislev, 5739

—Lovingly     remembered  and
sadly missed  by his nieces and
nephews and their families.

750 Jewish and Holocaust
scholars sign petition protest-
ing far-right politician tapped

to lead Yad Vashem

Nov. 19, 2020 (JTA) — A broad coalition of
Jewish studies scholars and directors of Jewish
and Holocaust museums has signed a petition
opposing the proposed appointment of Effi
Eitam, a far-right Israeli politician, to chair
Israel’s Holocaust museum.

The petition, which has 750 signers, is the
latest protest against Eitam. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and his allies advanced
Eitam’s candidacy earlier this year to be the
next chairman of Yad Vashem, which serves as
a Holocaust museum, memorial and research
center. Eitam is a former decorated general in
the Israel Defense Forces and was a govern-
ment minister who led a right-wing religious
Zionist party.

His critics say he is unfit to lead the institu-
tion because he called for most Palestinians in
the West Bank to be expelled and for Arab
Israelis to be excluded from the country’s
political system. Eitam also was reprimanded
by the IDF’s chief of staff because soldiers
under his command beat a Palestinian to death.
His supporters point to his experience as a gen-
eral and political leader.

Israeli politicians, Holocaust survivors and
the Anti-Defamation League have called for
his name to be withdrawn. Now they have
been joined by the hundreds of scholars,
including Susannah Heschel and Deborah
Lipstadt. The list also includes the current or
former directors of the Buchenwald memorial
and Jewish museums in Budapest, Warsaw,
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Munich and else-
where.

“Eitam’s hateful
rhetoric towards
Israeli Arabs and
Palestinians stands in
opposition to the stat-
ed mission of Yad
Vashem,” the petition
reads. “Appointing
Effi Eitam as Chair of
Yad Vashem would
turn an international-
ly respected institu-
tion devoted to the
documentation of
crimes against
humanity and the pur-
suit of human rights
into a mockery and a
disgrace.”
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Yiddish page

 

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School 
Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Israeli poet Nathan Zach passed away at the

age of 89. Born in Berlin to a Jewish father and
Italian mother, he changed his name from Harry
Zaitelbach upon immigrating to Palestine. Since
the 1950s, Zach has been one of the most
famous Israeli poets. With broken Hbrew, heavy
German accent, and European mannerisms, he
advocated for a less ideological and more inti-
mate Israeli culture. May he rest in peace. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School 
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in  to The Jewish Radio Hour -

Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM on Radio Station CKJS,
810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com 

On November 29th, hosts will be Regine
Frankel and Rochelle Zucker.  Rochelle will fea-
ture songs about Bessarabia.  On December 6th,
Rochelle Zucker will get you in the mood for
Chanukah.

You can listen to past presentations on our pod-
cast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishra-
diohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWin
nipeg/

Moderna’s Israeli chief med-
ical officer - and graduate of
Ben Gurion University, helps
spread his company’s good

COVID vaccine news
Nov. 16, 2020 (JTA)

— As the American
drug company
Moderna announced
Monday that it had
developed a COVID-
19 vaccine that is
94.5% effective, Israeli
scientist Tal Zaks was
among the company
leaders touting the
good news to the
media.

That’s because Zaks,
who earned a doctor-
ate at Ben-Gurion University in Beersheba, is
the chief medical officer at Moderna and has been
involved in overseeing its unprecedentedly rapid
push for a coronavirus vaccine.

“The overall effectiveness has been remarkable
… it’s a great day,” he told BBC News.

In an interview last month with The Jerusalem
Post, Zaks said he moved to the United States
because it offered him a greater chance to “fulfill
my dream and translate science into medicine.”

“I hope that Israel will continue to develop its
bio-tech sector. Wherever I can be most effective
is where you’ll find me,” the 54-year-old scientist
said.

The previous month, Zaks told the Post that his
80-year-old mother lives in Raanana, Israel, and
that the virus derailed his plans to see her during
Passover earlier this year.

“I want her to get vaccinated and the rest of us
to get vaccinated so life can return to normal,” he
said. “I take this responsibility deeply and person-
ally.”

Moderna’s vaccine will likely not be ready for
mass distribution until the spring, but reports
claim that it can survive in less extreme tempera-
tures than the one by Pfizer, which requires spe-
cial refrigeration. The Pfizer vaccine claimed
recently to be 90% effective.

Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla is from a Jewish
family in Thessaloniki, Greece, and its head
scientist, Mikael Dolsten, is from a Jewish fam-
ily in Sweden.

TAL ZAKS



“We are open five days a
week for every one of our stu-
dents unless they fail our health
screening.”

Lori went on to explain that if, for any reason, a student is unable to
attend classes in person beginning with  Grade 5, they are able to “access
classes online. They are able to login to ‘Google classroom’ and they are
able to participate.”  As well, students are beginning to learn to use Google
Classroom independently in Grades 3 & 4.

But, she noted, “we don’t have a remote choice option – meaning a stu-
dent is just choosing to be remote – but if they’re not in the building and
they’re still well enough to learn, they can access the classroom from
home.”

In terms of how many students have actually been absent from school on
any given day, Lori said that the average attendance has been “approxi-

mately 90% on a daily
basis.”

Enrolment has
remained up

I asked how enrol-
ment this year com-
pares with last year?

“Last year it was
494,” Lori answered.
“This year it’s 484.”

She noted, however,
that the school’s
“retention percent-
age” (meaning “how
many students didn’t
graduate and were eli-
gible to return”) is at
“93%”.

Lori added that,
“We only had two
families that, before
school started, chose
to home school.”

In terms of how
many new students
are at Gray Academy
this year, Lori said
there are 60 new stu-
dents (who could be
in grades as early as
Junior Kindergarten).

While there were 80 new students in the 2019-20 academic year, the lower
figure, Lori explained, is largely explained by the fact that, “of those 60
new students we’re seeing more local as we’ve seen fewer families arrive
from outside of Canada.”

Andrea Ritter noted that “this has been an unusual year when we’ve had
to turn people away when we filled our rooms. We had to maintain that dis-
tancing between students in rooms – which meant we had to limit our
capacity in certain classrooms. We had to cut off our registration for JK and
K for sure.”

Lori gave as an example an inquiry the school had from someone wanti-
ng to enroll their child in Grade 4. “We had no more room,” she explained,
“ so we had to tell them their child was on a wait list.”

I asked whether there was a breakdown of class size by grade. Lori said
they had figures for high school and elementary. “Last year our high school
(Grades 7-12) was 211 and this year it’s 218. Our elementary (JK-Grade 6),
last year was 283; this year it went down a little to 266.”

All staff returned this year – and have remained
At that point in the conversation I said I wanted to turn attention to the

staff of the school. I asked whether everyone had returned?
Lori answered: “Our staff is all here. No one chose not to continue work-

ing because of COVID and we’ve welcomed some new staff. They’ve been
amazing. Our staff are so committed to who we are as a school communi-
ty, committed to being able to provide our students purpose, a place to be,
and a community where they’re known and cared for by the teachers.

“If you were to say to us, before we knew what COVID was, that we’re
going to run a school, and we’re going to keep changing, and as a teacher
you’re going to have to start moving around from class to class – and
you’re going to have some kids in one classroom and some in another, and
you’re going to always be on the alert for changes from the province – our
staff have been really incredible.

“From my educational lens, what I see is that our kids really want to be
in school; they want to be somewhere. They don’t want to be in isolation.
We’re all social beings, teenagers especially – they crave being with oth-
ers, being in community.

“We’re doing things we’ve never done before. Bernie, if you ever want
to come and watch our pick-up and drop-off – it’s a science we’ve created.
We’ve got this orderly fashion how kids get out of their cars so we can limit
gatherings and have kids go through doorways one at a time. We’re just so
grateful for the positivity of our staff and the partnership with our fami-
lies.”

Could Gray Academy remain open if other schools are forced to shut
their doors?

I wondered though about something that doesn’t get discussed much
within general conversation. The province has been releasing data about
which geographic areas have been hardest hit by COVID (also which
schools) and  it has been quite evident that the pandemic has taken a dis-
proportionate toll on socioeconomic groups that are more disadvantaged.
Now, with talk of a possible even more drastic shutdown that would
encompass schools this time – but with Gray Academy, among other
schools, having fared quite well in terms of avoiding any incidents of
COVID, I asked whether the possibility that some schools might be
allowed to remain open while others would have to close had ever been
brought up in discussions with representatives from the Department of
Education?

Lori responded that “What I can share, and has not changed ever since
the summer, is they’ve always spoken about what would make schools
move into the red pandemic response level. We know that one reason is
transmission in a school that is specific to that school. We saw that happen
with one of the first schools in the River East School Division  (John
Pritchard) where a cohort was moved out – and that was specific to that
school.

“That same basic message is what we’re still hearing: ‘There would be a
change to a school if there’s evidence of transmission within a school….We
have to be prepared for anything that might happen., but my belief is there
won’t be a decision made based on anything other than what’s happening
in specific schools.”

Some classrooms have been able to accommodate fairly large num-
bers of students

I wondered what the maximum class size is now that each student is
required to maintain a distance of 2 metres all around?

“In elementary, believe it or not,” Lori responded, “we’ve taken out fur-
niture; we’ve removed bookshelves that were screwed to the walls for
decades – in order to make more room – it would be around 18 or 19; and
in high school, we’ve been using some of the larger spaces for classrooms
– like the Mac lab – where we can get around 20 or 21 students. Right now,
because we’ve always had the availability of the Berney Theatre, there is a
group in the foyer and a group utilizing the theatre so that we can really
give kids the space.”

“That would mean you’re having university style lectures in the theatre
itself,” I suggested.

Further, because there are win-
dows in the foyer the school is able
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Gray Academy
(Continued from page 1.)

(Continued on opposite page.)



to open the blinds and get
some natural light into that
space, Lori explained.

Andrea added that stu-
dents who are taking class-
es in the theatre have
become quite resourceful
in adapting to the theatre
format. “It’s energized the
kids. As soon as they went
to the Berney (Theatre)
they all started coming up
with ideas, like ‘How can I
create a lap desk for
myself?’ because it’s hard
to hold your Chromebook
on your lap while you’re
taking notes.”

Lori also noted that, until
the province ordered the
entire city into code red,
Shmoozers had been pro-
viding hot lunches for kids
– brought to them in their
rooms. “We’re trying to
keep our hot lunch program
going – at least for this
month,” she noted, “with
food from other kosher
catering. We don’t have
volunteers coming in right now, so we (the staff) are doing that.”

Talking about the staff and lunches, I asked whether staff are still eating
their lunches in the Kaufman-Silverberg Library?

“Our high school staff are,” Lori said, “but we still have our staff room.
It’s just limited by how many people can be in there at once. There’s
enough space for 12. There are other places for staff to go.”

Morale has remained high – and students have shown amazing resil-
lience

I asked whether there are any assessments of morale that are taken on any
sort of systematic basis or is it all based on anecdotal evidence? After all, I
suggested to Lori, “you’re giving me what would be considered a pretty
upbeat report.”

Andrea Ritter said she’d like to jump in at that point, “speaking both as a
professional and as a mom” of two students at Gray Academy.

“I was home last year with both my kids (when all schools closed from
March on). My older one (who’s 15 – in Grade 10) was fine; she’s very
independent, she did her own thing. She didn’t mind being online.

“The little one (who’s 9 – in Grade 4),” Andrea continued - “it was real-

ly hard for her, espe-
cially when we
weren’t having a full
day of classes, when
we would just meet
(online) here and
there. She really had
a tough time emo-
tionally.

“When we
switched to full-on
Gray Away in April,
and she was with her
classmates in a struc-
tured environment
every day, it made
an enormous differ-
ence for her.

“But for me, seeing the children here on site, I am amazed how they’ve
taken everything in stride. Sure, every time there’s a change, they complain
like crazy for a day or two, then they just move along and carry on with
their day.

“Some of the high school kids especially have gotten a little bit innova-
tive in providing entertainment for themselves. They can’t go anywhere,
they’re not allowed to leave Campus – and that’s one of the ways we’re try-
ing to keep control on transmission. (Ed. note: Compare that with kids from
Grant Park who had been flocking both to the nearby McDonald’s and
Grant Park Shopping Centre.) 

Andrea continued: “They’re creating some new clubs at lunch, they’re
hanging out in different spaces  - but the little ones, in particular, interact
when they’re outside – in masks, at recess – it doesn’t matter – it doesn’t
make a difference to them. They take it completely in stride. I hear them all
day. My window faces the playground. They play like they always have.

“I’ve certainly seen discussions online from different points of view –
how terrible it is to have kids in masks all day. Fortunately for us we have
the space. Our kids (up to Grade 4 and up) can be out of masks and have a
mask break so long as they’re at their desks and when they have to put their
masks on for recess (grades 3-6) or for gym (grade 4 and up) – they’re just
taking it in stride.”

Lori chimed in: “Every day that we can have this building open and our
children are healthy, it means that our kids are getting what they need to
develop mentally, developmentally  – and the resiliency - I am also proud
of our students’ resiliency.… I remember the first day that kids were get-
ting dropped off, who would have thought that three and four-year-olds
would be hopping out of the car and walking themselves (with staff) to the
early years’ wings door? Usually it would have been the parents holding
their hands, walking them to the door of their classroom. 

“We’re here to give kids a place to be and, from a mental health and well-
ness perspective, that’s what contributes to being able to learn.

“So, I’m not saying it’s not hard; it is hard and I’d like to see those vac-
cines come to light sooner rather than later, but as long as we can keep
these kids feeling well, we’re upbeat.”
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Grade 10s taking a class in Berney Theatre Junior Kindergarten class - learning about
colours by playing with play dough at their
distanced individual stations

High school students hanging out, 
distanced, in the hall

Rady JCC: Surviving the Pandemic
For over 100 years, Rady JCC has operated knowing that they are more than

bricks and mortar to people. It is a home away from home, a gathering place,
and a sense of comfort for so many. When the pandemic first hit in the spring
and they were forced to close their doors and cancel all programming, a large
void was felt by so many in our community.

Since their initial closure in March, subsequent re-opening in June, and fur-
ther closure on November 12, Rady JCC has experienced a loss of 554 mem-
berships which equates to approximately $415,000 in lost revenue. They had
to cancel the Ken Kronson Sports Dinner for the first time in 48 years, and all
other sources of revenue including swimming lessons, registrations, and spe-
cial programing have been reduced to a fraction of what they once were.

Rady JCC has proven their resilience. This summer they ran a successful
summer day-camp with over 1,100 campers and no COVID-19, or any illness,
reported. On the programming front, they continue to explore new ways in
which to offer virtual programming, knowing that cultural programming
defines the Rady JCC and it is critical to their mission.

Rady JCC has always been a vibrant and welcoming Jewish community cen-
tre, where families and friendships are strengthened, where healthy and active
lifestyles are encouraged, and where they strive to offer the best in Jewish cul-
ture, fitness, and wellness programs for all stages of life. Despite the chal-
lenging times, this has not changed.

Today they need our help. 
Due to the pandemic, Rady JCC is facing significant financial loss. Though

they never tire in their efforts to make their facility safe, to offer services to
their members, or to be there for our community, it has been an uphill battle.
With the most recent closure they will now have an even steeper hill to climb.

The Combined Jewish Appeal is here to ensure that Rady JCC is supported
through this time. When we all come out on the other side of this pandemic,
we can once again gather at the Rady JCC.
To learn more and donate now, visit www.jewishwinnipeg.org or call
204.477.7428.



Father and son,
Peter Leipsic
and Jonathon

Leipsic, are chair-
ing the Jewish
Federation annual
campaigns in their
respective home-
towns. Peter is co-

chair, with Neil Duboff, of the Winnipeg
fundraising effort, while Jonathon is in his
third consecutive year of leading the fundrais-
ing here in Vancouver.

For Peter, “growing up, helping others was
something that just got ingrained in you. You
see somebody in trouble, you reach down and
help them. My father served in Europe and following in his steps I went to
Israel as a volunteer, in the ’67 war. It was just an automatic.

“I remember being at our synagogue and … on the cover of Time
Magazine, I guess May of ’67 … there was a picture of 800 Syrian tanks,
600 Egyptian and Iraqi…. It made Israel look like they were going to be
toast. At the synagogue, they were asking for money from all the members
and I remember the cheques being torn up and being returned to people …
saying, that, ‘No, we’re not interested in this. We’re interested in a cheque
that hurts. Don’t give us your $1,000…. We want $10,000.’

“When I saw that,” said Peter, “I was probably 21. I think that just sort of
instilled in me how to look out for the underdog. People would make fun
of me for handing out money to people on the street and I’d say to them,
‘Where are you sleeping tonight? Are you having a shower or not?’”

Peter has been raising money for the Combined Jewish Appeal (CJA) for
more than 50 years now, and he has learned that, with some people, giving
is automatic, one doesn’t even need to ask. “In the end, we all end up in the
same place. Eventually, I don’t know where the cemeteries are in
Vancouver, but, in Winnipeg, they’re in the North End – we’re all going to
end up there, and you ain’t taking it with you!”

The Leipsics do their best to help out beyond the Jewish community, as
well. Peter established a scholarship program at Winnipeg’s Gordon Bell
High School, where applicants are judged, not according to scholastic
achievements, but on how much of a mensch they are. This past year, there
were nine recipients – the highest number yet. “They sent the bios on these
people, and, they were just gut-wrenching,” said Peter. “After reading the
bios, I said, ‘OK. Can I add another $1,000?’ And, of course, I sent [the list]
to Jonathon, too. Well, I raised it to $6,000 and Jonathon doubled it, up to,
I think, $11,000. So, instead of them getting $400 per person, they each
were given $1,018. And Jonathon, of course, explained to them the signif-
icance of 18 in Jewish life. To me, I’m tickled … to actually be able to see
somebody’s face, and how I changed that face – taking a massive weight
off of them.”

While both Peter and Jonathon are calling on people to help, they each
have their own unique styles, with Peter being more direct and Jonathon
having a more diplomatic approach.

“I probably burned a couple of bridges,” said Peter of his method. “When
you know that somebody has the ability and you tried to explain to them
the need, yet they back off and they back off … and, at some point, they
say, ‘Do you want me to hang up on you now?’ Some people just don’t get
it.”

Even in times such as these, some people, like the Leipsics, are down-
playing the negative aspects and focusing on the needed work at hand.

“I mentioned in my campaign opening address
that we, the Jewish people, certainly have known
challenges greater than COVID,” said Jonathon.
“While the challenges are profound, I always like to
remind people that, even though, in the last 1,000
years, the challenges were seemingly insurmount-
able, we overcame and moved from strength to
strength by never forgetting our call from Sinai and
the centrality of community and Klal Yisroel. I
think that COVID has been an eye-opener for peo-
ple of my generation and younger. It has to start at
home, I think.”

Jonathon said that he has really learned from his
father’s commitment and that it has set the tone.

“We’re taught in our homes and taught through
Torah … we have to make community a priority, and

my father has always done that,” said Jonathon. “Whether he does it by
giving more, giving his time and whatever we were in the position to be
able to do, he made those decisions up front – not after all our spending was
done, rather at the beginning. ‘First things first,’ as they say. He showed me
the way to a life of tzedakah, commitment and meaning…. To be in the
same position with him, I think, is actually really, really special.”

Having had the benefit of helping fundraise in Winnipeg, Jonathon
understands the different challenges that exist in Vancouver. “We have a
bigger community, but it’s spread out,” he noted. “And, as a result, the
binding of the community is less tight than it was when our community was
more closely tied to Oak Street [in the past, and in] the North End of
Winnipeg.”

Learning from both campaigns, Jonathon said, “We work together and do
what we can. At the end of the day, food security and access to safe hous-
ing is becoming more and more challenging. And then, the isolation with
COVID, obviously, is really profound with the elderly and those who can’t
get out…. I can imagine, when it’s raining all winter or cold, the social iso-
lation will become even more profound … the potential [effects] it can
have on them, but also, their sense of community. I think, more than ever,
these sorts of community initiatives are essential.”

“If you want Jewish life to continue,” Peter added, “you must reach down
and support the people that are in need. You never know who the next lead-
ers of your communi-
ty are going to be. A
lot of people that
have received help
had nowhere else to
turn, and they may
turn out to be your
future leaders.”

As far as both
Leipsics are con-
cerned, Judaism is
defined by the talmu-
dic words, Klal
Yisroel areivim zeh
bah zeh (all of
Israel is a guaran-
tor for one anoth-
er).

Reprinted with
permission from
the Vancouver

Father-son campaign leaders
Peter Leipsic is co-chair of the annual campaign of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg while his son,

Jonathon Leipsic, is chair of the Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver’s annual campaign
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STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com
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