
By BERNIE BELLAN

O
n Monday, October 3 the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg sponsored an election forum in
which six of the leading mayoralty candidates

were invited to participate.
As was explained by moderator Jason Gisser, the

rules were that each candidate would be invited to
give an introductory statement, after which he would
pose a series of eight questions to the candidates.
Each candidate would be given one and a half min-
utes to respond to the question. Once all the candi-
dates had responded to the question, Jason would
invite two of the six candidates to add a further 20
seconds to what they had said initially.

While the format was conducive to what turned out
to be a relatively genteel event, the fact that the can-
didates were not allowed to enter into any sort of
exchanges with each other no doubt removed any
opportunity for  a livelier debate. Also, five other

candidates for mayor were not even invited to partic-
ipate.

What follows is my impression of the evening. I
want to make clear that I do not support any particu-
lar candidate and have not made up my mind how I
will vote. Reports that I have read to date either tend
to focus on individual candidates or, when they do
report on a particular election forum, are relatively
truncated. Instead, as is my usual style in reporting
on a fairly lengthy event, I like to offer the reader
snippets of what occurred so as to give more of a
flavour of what went on – without intending it to be
a comprehensive repetition of what was said.

Looming over the entire evening, it must be noted,
however, given the news story that the CBC had
recently broken which raised questions about Glen
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This issue marks the 35th
anniversary of 

the incorporation of
The Jewish Post Ltd., 
which began when 

The Jewish Post, which
first began publishing 

in 1925, acquired 
The Western Jewish News,

which also first began
publishing in 1925

The original owners of The Jewish
Post & News (l-r): Bernie Bellan, Gail
Frankel (Cantor), Matt Bellan, z”l

Jewish Federation holds mayoralty election forum in front
of packed audience at Berney Theatre, October 3rd

Six candidates at the election forum (l-r): Scott Gillingham, Kevin Klein, Shaun Loney, Jenny
Motkaluk, Glen Murray, Robert-Falcon Ouellette, along with moderator Jason Gisser (Keith Levit photo)

(Contnued on page 5. See “Election forum.”)

Candle lighting time Friday is 6:21 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 7:16 p.m.
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Community news

Etz Chayim has a new home: 1155 Wilkes

A
s was first diclosed on
The Jewish Post & News
website on September 16,

the Etz Chayim Congregation
has put its synagogue building
up for sale. We also reported that
the congregation was looking for
a new location somehwere in the
south part of the city.

On Erev Yom Kippur congre-
gation president Avrom Charach
told the congregation that a new
building had been purchased, but
the exact location would not be
revealed until the end of this
month.

The Jewish Post & News has, however,
learned the site of Etz Chayim’s new
home (pending of course, finalization of
the deal to purchase): 1155 Wilkes, the
current home of Khartum Shrine, head-
quarters for the Shriners in Winnipeg.

Here is an excerpt from Avrom’s remarks to
the congregation on October 4, which were
also reprinted iin the Etz Chayim newsletter:

We “know that being able to physically
gather in one place...together...is critical to
the life of a congregation......a congregation
of our size cannot survive without a building
to call home.

As we know, and has been reported many  times over the past 10 + years
- this building is getting old and needs millions of dollars of investment to
bring it back up to the standard we would want for the foreseeable future.
Even then, it is too large for our needs, too expensive to operate, and too
far from the large majority of our current and future membership.  The time
came to either invest in this old building or invest in our future in a new
home.

Over the last
decade, our shul has discussed moving to the southwest part of the city
where the majority of our congregation lives, and where we have the best
opportunity for future growth.  In fact, over the past 4-5 years there have
been proactive efforts to achieve this objective. However, for various rea-
sons – not the least of which has been Covid – we have until now not found
the right opportunity, one that made good sense to move forward.

It is in this context that I want to address the many rumours circulating
about the state and future of this synagogue.  So let me be perfectly clear.
We are NOT closing our doors! We are very much alive and we are com-
mitted to moving forward in a way that is financially responsible, as seam-
less as possible, sensitive to community demographics, and focused on
enhancing the spiritual life of our community.

As I wrote to you all last June, the board committed to the process of relo-
cation – with the first step being to list our current home for sale.   Was it
an easy decision?  NO!  Many of us have a deep emotional connection to
this building, including me. But change is inevitable and it was concluded
many years ago, that this could not be our home forever. So we took that
leap of faith, and have put this building up for sale. I am re confirming that
our home is up for sale. The listing details are being finalized and a sign
will be up shortly.

As fate would have it – or maybe it was something bigger than fate given
that we are a shul – within 24 hours of signing the listing agreement, we
learned that a building we had expressed interest in a few years ago was
coming up for sale.

With the guidance and leadership of one of our members, we drafted and
submitted an offer to purchase. We met with the vendors to negotiate terms,
and subsequently held a special Board meeting to review the details. The
Board approved the purchase contingent on due diligence to ensure that the
property is as advertised.  On September 14 the vendors accepted our offer.
Both parties have agreed to keep the details confidential until due diligence
is complete at the end of this month.

In short, I am confirming that we are in the process of securing a new
physical home for Congregation Etz Chayim.

Now, I caution, there can be a variety of issues that will impact a prospec-
tive purchase. So while we are optimistic, we must also be realistic and
careful. While we firmly believe that the deal will be finalized, it is NOT
yet a done deal. Still, we felt it was imperative, given that rumors have been
flying in recent weeks, that you hear from me – on behalf of the Board –
what the facts are.

No doubt you all have questions...and we want to be forthcoming with
answers.   In fact, it is our responsibility to keep you informed of what we
are doing. Assuming the due diligence clears, we will be arranging a town
hall meeting during November that will be dedicated to this subject. If the
due diligence does NOT clear, we will develop contingency plans for a
temporary home so that the sale of the current building can proceed.

This is an exciting time. It’s an emotional time. And it’s a stressful time.
But most of all, it’s simply time to move forward.”

Avrom Charach
Etz Chayim 

Congregation President Khartum Shrine - 1155 Wilkes Avenue: room for 170 cars

reception hall - 1155 Wilkes
adult lounge - 1155 Wilkes
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Canadian news

The Canadian wing of an Israeli group that sends volunteers to IDF bases is facing a legal challenge

By RoN CsILLAg
october 7, 2022 (CJN) The

Canadian arm of an Israeli organiza-
tion that provides volunteers for the
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) is facing
a legal challenge to show that it does
not violate Canadian law.

Sar-El Canada is slated to go to
court in Toronto on Nov. 23 to argue
that it does not violate the Foreign
Enlistment Act.

The act states that “any person
who, within Canada, recruits or oth-
erwise induces any person or body
of persons to enlist or to accept any
commission or engagement in the
armed forces of any foreign state or
other armed forces operating in that
state, is guilty of an offence.”

Sar-El Canada sends 100 to 150 volun-
teers a year from this country to Israel, the
group’s national president, Jeff Sarfin,
told The CJN. He said the organization
had received nothing in writing about the
legal challenge, and would issue a state-
ment when it does.

Sarfin said those behind the legal chal-
lenge “are well-known anti-Israel
activists known to cause trouble” and that
“we consider this a non-issue.”

The case is the latest salvo from David Mivasair, a Hamilton, Ont.-based
rabbi with a long history of activism targeting Israel.

Mivasair is joined on the private prosecution by Rehab Nazzal, a
Palestinian-born, Toronto-based artist who was shot in the leg in
Bethlehem in 2015 while photographing an IDF “skunk” truck, a non-
lethal weapon used for crowd control.

A statement issued Sept. 28, by lawyer John Philpot, claimed that Sar-El
Canada “acted as an intermediary to recruit or induce individuals to volun-
teer in a non-combatant role with the Israeli military. It is further alleged
that once in Israel, volunteers would reside on military bases, wear military
uniforms, and complete tasks that would otherwise be assigned to soldiers.
These tasks allegedly included (but were not limited to) packing food
rations or medical kits, cleaning tanks, painting helmets, radio repairs, and
gas mask refurbishment.”

On Sept. 22, a justice of the peace approved a private prosecution against
Sar-El, compelling the organization to appear in court in November.

“This will be only a first appearance, and there are a number of prelimi-
nary stages that the case will need to pass through before a trial date can be
scheduled,” Shane Martinez, one of the lawyers representing Mivasair and
Nazzal, told The CJN.

Recruiting in Canada for volunteers to assist the Israeli military “ought to
be a concern of all Canadians,” Mivasair stated in a press release. He said
the matter was brought to the attention of the federal government and the
Toronto Police Service, and “they both failed to act. We felt obliged to
bring this prosecution as a civic duty to ensure respect for the rule of law.”

None of the allegations have been tested in court.

According to the Ontario courts’ website, a private prosecution is a legal
process in which a person who has reasonable grounds to believe that
someone has committed a criminal offence seeks to have the person
charged and brought to court.

The Foreign Enlistment Act is not part of the Criminal Code but criminal
proceedings arising from it are “subject to and governed by the Criminal
Code.” The act sanction fines and imprisonment for those found guilty.

Sar-El Canada’s parent organization in Israel was established 40 years
ago. Sar-El (a Hebrew acronym for “Service for Israel”) was originally set
up to provide volunteer labour to farmers who were called up for military
service so their crops wouldn’t fail.

Sar-El operates in more than 30 countries and has to date sent some
160,000 volunteers to Israel to provide “broad logistical support to the
IDF,” its website says. Volunteering takes place on IDF bases throughout
Israel.

Programs offer volunteers “an opportunity to live and work besides
Israeli soldiers and gain an insider view of Israel.” Working alongside sol-
diers and base employees, the “non-combat civilian support duties” encom-

pass packing medical supplies,
repairing machinery and equipment;
and cleaning, painting, and maintain-
ing the base.

The Sar-El program “is a morale
booster and motivator for the sol-
diers,” the group’s website states.

David Matas, senior legal counsel
for B’nai Brith Canada, said there “is
no particular reason” the com-
plainants in the Sar-El case should
bring the matter forward. Typically,
victims begin a private prosecution
because they feel they have been
ignored or turned away by police or
the Crown.

The complainants in this case “do
not identify as victims of any partic-
ular act of Sar-El volunteers. None
of them personally claims to have
suffered a loss as a result of what a

Sar-El volunteer has done.”

The Foreign Enlistment Act, meantime,
does not mean to include those who are
not members of the armed forces. Sar-El
volunteers “do not become members of
the Israel Defense Forces [and] do not
enlist in the Israel Defense Forces,” Matas
told The CJN. “They are non-member
support for the Forces.”

Matas said the Crown can intervene in a private prosecution to stay a
case, and that it would be “appropriate” for that to happen in this matter.

He pointed out that Ukraine has openly called for soldiers from around
the world to join the fight against Russia. Oleskandr Shevchenko,
Ukraine’s consul general in Toronto, told the National Post that “hundreds”
of Canadians got in touch to offer assistance.

Allowing the Sar-El prosecution to proceed “would create an arbitrary
situation where help for Israel is prosecuted and help for other states under
armed threat is not,” Matas said.

In a related recent development, Canada’s justice ministry dismissed a
petition that had called on the Liberal government to prosecute those who
recruit and encouraging recruiting for the IDF.

The petition singled out the Israeli consulate in Toronto, which had
advertised “on several occasions an IDF representative available for per-
sonal appointments for those wishing to join the IDF, not just those who are
required to do mandatory service.”

The petition was initiated by Mivasair and presented to the House of
Commons in August 2021 by Hamilton NDP MP Matthew Green. But it
died on the order paper when Parliament was dissolved for the federal elec-
tion that followed.

Green reintroduced the petition this past June. On Sept. 22, the justice
ministry replied that responsibility for the investigation and prosecution of
offences under the Foreign Enlistment Act “rests with independent law
enforcement and prosecution services.”

The campaign against the IDF’s recruitment of non-Israeli citizens in
Canada began two years ago when several progressive groups and some
170 prominent Canadians asked justice minister David Lametti to investi-
gate the issue.

Israel’s Toronto consulate decried the action as part of a campaign “that
attempts to smear the State of Israel and undermine [its] steadfast alliance
with Canada.”

Israel’s consulate in Montreal at the time noted that consular services it
provides are reserved for Israeli citizens and do not apply to non-Israelis
who volunteer for the IDF.

At a news conference in October 2020, Lametti said Israeli diplomats
serving in Canada “must follow Canadian law.” He referred the matter to
the RCMP, which did not return calls and emails from The CJN seeking an
update on the file.

Also last year, Mivasair and Palestinian activist Khaled Mouammar
asked the Canada Revenue Agency to investigate the Toronto-based
Canadian Zionist Cultural Association for allegedly supporting the IDF.

Last May, following Israel’s brief war with Gaza, Mivasair was charged
with one count of mischief after red paint, meant to symbolize Palestinian
bloodshed, was dumped onto the steps of the building housing Israel’s
Toronto consulate. The charge was withdrawn in January.

Over 160,000 individuals have volunteered for Sar-El over the years,
performing tasks such as packing food rations, medical kits, and other
duties.
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T
his year’s mayoralty election has attracted
more attention than any other I can recall.
The reasons are many, starting with a huge

number of problems that will be faced by any
incoming mayor. 

The list begins with some very major chal-
lenges that any mayor, whoever is elected, will
have to deal with: Crime, homelessness, transit,
infrastructure – just to mention the most notable

ones. Another issue that’s also attracted quite a bit of attention this year is
the state of Winnipeg’s tree canopy. I can’t imagine what Winnipeg would
look like if we were to start losing our beautiful trees en masse, which is
what we’re being warned is what is quite likely to happen in the near
future. 

And, while we’ve been immersed in  a very interesting election season
this year, the tasks that await a new city council and mayor seem almost
insurmountable.

I’ve listened to and read proposals from all the major candidates for
mayor and I give them all  credit for at least attempting to come up with
proposals that might deal with the challenges that face this city, but at the
very heart of the dilemma confronting any of the candidates is the issue of
finances.

Sure, we’d all like more spent on fixing our streets, for instance, but
we’re also told that the city has actually spent more on road repairs this
year than any other year. Stil, I don’t know what it’s like where you live,
but our back lane has some giant craters in it as a result of the horrible win-
ter we endured this past year that don’t look like they can be fixed just by
patching them (if the city ever got around to doing that).

So, the likelihood is that whoever becomes our next mayor is going to be
thrust into dealing with some very huge – and what are likely intractable
problems, as soon as they take office.

Nonetheless, I was quite impressed with how each of the six leading can-
didates for the job presented themselves during the election forum that was
sponsored by the Jewish Federation in the Berney Theatre on October 1.
They were all articulate and while each one of them appeared to have a firm
grasp of the challenges that would confront them upon taking office, what
I was looking for was the tone of the responses that I heard more so than
specifics.

I thought that some of the candidates were more realistic than others in
admitting that Winnipeg’s financial situation is dire to the point where
expecting any of the multitude of problems confronting a new mayor and
council to be solved without huge increases in expenditures is simply not
feasible.

I had a chance to greet each of the candidates following the forum, but
that was not the time to engage in anything more than pleasantries.

However, three days after that particular election forum I had another
opportunity to engage in a more serious conversation with one of the can-
didates: Kevin Klein, when Kevin appeared at the Gwen Secter Centre for
what had been a long ago scheduled appearance to speak to the Remis
Lecture group. I would have loved to have spent similar amounts of time

with other candidates, but
frankly, as it turned out - and
quite unexpectedly, I had the
opporunity to engage in a
serious discussion with
Kevin only  because just
four of us turned out to hear
him on Thursday, October 6.

I’m sure Kevin was dis-
mayed that only four individ-
uals  bothered to show up to
hear him to speak. I don’t
know whether that poor
turnout can be interpreted as
a reflection of how disinter-
ested regular attendees at the
Remis lectures were in hear-
ing from Kevin, or perhaps it
was because he was speaking
the day after Yom Kippur
and regular attendees had
simply put it out of their
minds that there was going to
be another meeting of the
Remis Lecture group.
Whatever the reason, the fact
that there only four of us
there allowed each of us the

opportunity to engage in a serious discussion of civic issues with one of the
leading mayoralty candidates.

Regardless how you may feel about Kevin Klein – and I suppose that,
despite the fact he has been a city councilor for four years and was previ-
ously somewhat well known as the publisher of the Winnipeg Sun, I was
more than a little surprised to read that in the most recent poll of voters
(taken Sept. 26) he came in only fourth in popularity, with only 10% sup-
port. Ahead of him were Glen Murray, at 40%; Scott Gillingham, a15%;
and Shaun Loney, 14%. Of course, that poll was taken before the CBC
released its story about allegation leveled at Glen Murray during his time
when he was at the Pembina Institute in Alberta.

But, in that hour when we had a chance to talk with Kevin I learned some
interesting things about certain issues of which I had not been previously
aware.

For instance, at one point I said to Kevin that I was astounded to learn
that over 1,000 members of the city’s police service earn over $100,000 a
year. Kevin told me that a good chunk of the money earned by police
comes from working overtime in security at stores such as Superstore. But
the money that Superstore pays is paid directly to the Winnipeg Police
Service, not to the cops themselves, Kevin explained. He also said that
Superstore pays $385/hour to the WPS for every policeman or woman who
works at a store. Can you believe that? Kevin said that the WPS actually
earns far more in revenue from what Superstore pays than the WPS pays
out to those policemen or women in overtime.

On another point relating to police, Kevin made the point that in 1998,
“28 police patrol cars patrolled the city. We still have only 28 patrol cars.”
(I didn’t bother to do a fact check on that assertion, but if it’s true – and I
have no reason not to believe him on that point, it does come as a shock,
doesn’t it?)

I continued to ask Kevin questions about the police – and fire department
as well, but primarily because those two departments take up so much of
the city’s spending. I asked him about the suggestion – which has been
repeated by quite a few of the other candidates as well, that police are too
often performing duties that ought to be rightfully filled by other profes-
sions, especially social workers.

Kevin replied that it’s a fallacy to believe that social workers would
attend any of the calls that police receive without the accompaniment of a
member of WPS. “No one is going to want to go on a domestic violence
call without a policeman (or woman) present,” he explained.

And, while there is currently a pilot program in place to have a social
worker attend to calls with a member of the WPS, the problem with that
program, he noted,  is the social worker has to have a master’s degree in
social work. At present, he added, there is only one social worker with an
MSW available. (Isn’t that just typical of bureaucracy, i.e., design a pro-
gram that makes it almost impossible to recruit suitable candidates to fill
positions. As Kevin suggested: Why do you have to have a master’s
degree? Shouldn’t a bachelor’s degree be sufficient?)

I asked about the Fire and Paramedic Service and the ridiculous situation
wherein a call to 911 for an emergency responder will lead to a fire truck
with four firemen (or women) coming, only to be followed later by two
paramedics in an ambulance. Isn’t that a total waste of resources? I asked.

Kevin concurred, saying that “We have advanced paramedics who are
allowed to do way more (than what firemen are allowed to do), so instead
of sending a four-man fire truck, we should just send an advanced para-
medic.” (When I suggested that the firemen’s union is opposed to that kind
of solution, so it’s a non-starter, Kevin agreed.)

I don’t know whether any of the candidates for mayor – or city council,
for that matter, know how we can solve some of the built-in obstacles to
improving city services that appear to be endemic to this city (and many
other cities, for that matter). But, from time to time, as the Free Press and
the CBC have done with some excellent investigative reporting, we’ve
been able to see glimpses of how entrenched certain ways of doing things
in this city are, e.g., waiting endlessly for permits, erecting traffic lights
over and over again in the same locations, and having city inspectors come
out to do inspections instead of shopping at Costco.

In that long conversation with Kevin Klein the four of us who were at the
Gwen Secter Centre on October 6, also learned of some of the other obsta-
cles that any city council will be hard pressed to solve.

As far as whether there are any issues that impact the Jewish community
more so than any other community, however – despite the questions that
were posed to the candidates at the election forum sponsored by the Jewish
Federation about anti-Semitism and the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism,
I would suggest members of the Jewish community are concerned foremost
about the issues I cited at the beginning of this column – and what a mayor
might do to combat anti-Semitism is a non-issue for the vast majority of
Jewish voters. 
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Murray’s behaviour
while he was the
executive director of
the Pembina Institute,
was the possibility
that one or another of
the candidates would

want to launch into some sort of attack on
Murray, who is the clear front-runner
according to the most recent poll. 

The fact is that the only reference to that
news story came at the very end of the
evening when Robert-Falcon Ouellette
made an obvious allusion to the story - when
he told of his experience having served in
the Canadian Armed Forces for 27 years.
During that time, he noted, there was a
strong emphasis placed on maintaining the
utmost respect for moral behaviour within
the armed forces.

Ouelllette went on to say that “No matter
what you do at the end of the day, you need
a moral leader who will stand up for what is
right in our city, that there are certain actions
which are unacceptable in our city and there
are times as a leader you must say the truth
and speak that truth.” 

“And so I speak it here today and I hope
people understand what it is I’m talking
about because it’s certainly unacceptable for
us to be here on this stage all together.”
(Interestingly, the CBC story that quoted
Ouellette had the spelling of that last word
as “altogether.” I would suggest that would
impart quite a different meaning to what he
meant.)

But, that remark came late in the evening,
when the candidates were invited to give
closing remarks for two minutes each, and –
after moderator Jason Gisser had finished
posing questions to the candidates.

Prior to that time though each of the can-
didates certainly came across as articulate
and passionate. Perhaps the one candidate
who decided to try to separate herself from
the pack most distinctly was Jennie
Motkaluk, who took a more strident
approach when, for instance, she referred at
different times to  “critical race theory” and
“woke” attitudes. She also brought a few
smiles from the other candidates when she
said she really likes “growth and money.”

The first two questions that Jason Gisser
posed, however, might have seemed some-
what parochial to any non-Jews in the audi-
ence (and probably a good many Jews as
well). The first had to do with anti-Semitism
and what each of the candidates would do to
combat it if they were mayor.  Would they
be willing to attend a planned mayors’ con-
ference on combating anti-Semitism? they
were asked. Not surprisingly, none of the
candidates came out with a position defend-
ing antisemitism. 

The second question – and one that evi-
dently caught some of the candidates off
guard, was whether they would want the
city to adopt the “IHRA” definition of anti-
Semitism. It was clear that not all the candi-
dates were up to speed on what the IHRA
definition of anti-Semitism is. I’m not quite sure what bringing it up had to
do with a mayoralty contest in Winnipeg. It reminded me of the effort some
years back – not just in Winnipeg, but throughout the world, to declare
cities “nuclear free zones” – an interesting proposal, no doubt, but what rel-
evance does it have to urban issues?

The next question though was very much one that has elicited a huge
amount of discussion during this election: What would the candidates pro-
pose to do about poverty and homelessness?

Glen Murray said that he had practical experience combating homeless-
ness – even prior to serving as mayor of this city, when he helped to foster
a neighbourhood housing project in the Spence neighbourhood where, he
said, 300 houses were built.

Shaun Loney demonstrated an especially keen knowledge of this file, cit-
ing his own background as what he described as a “social entrepreneur,”
placing a strong emphasis on creating jobs. “I would add add 1,000 social
enterprise jobs to Winnipeg,” he said.

As far as housing is concerned, Loney said he would create a “$100 mil-
lion land trust.” 

“It’s not a money problem,” he added; “it’s a system problem.”
Robert-Falcon

Ouellette was

Community news

Jenny Motkaluk

Glen Murray

Robert-Falcon Ouellette

Kevin Klein

Shaun Loney

Scott Gillingham

Election
forum 
(Continued 
from page 1.)
(All photos courtesty 
of Keith Levit.)

(Continued on page 6. See “Election Forum.”)
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somewhat dismissive of candidates’
promises to alleviate homelessness and
poverty, asking whether “any of the

politicians here are going to do anything but check off all the right boxes?
Politicians are great at discussing things,” Ouellette suggested, but when it
comes to actually doing things –well, that’s a different matter.

Later he added this observation: “Seventy-five percent of homeless peo-
ple are aboriginal. They don’t need a home; they need a friend.”

Kevin Klein related his own experience growing up in poverty. His moth-
er was actually killed by his abusive father when he was a kid, he told the
audience and “I’ve lived under the poverty line a good part of my life,” he
said.

As for politicians not ever doing anything but discuss things, Klein said
that he personally brought forward a motion at City Hall to create “Homes
for Heroes” – a project that saw a small number of homes allocated to war
veterans in Winnipeg.

Scott Gillingham said that he was proud to have been involved in the
effort to create a certain amount of “modular housing” for people living
below the poverty line. He also said that City Council is implementing a
“poverty reduction plan” that he was involved in crafting.

As for Jenny Motkaluk – she said that “the solution for poverty is a real-
ly nice job.” 

“I want to bring 16,000 high paying jobs” to Winnipeg, she added.
As for homelessness, Motkaluk said “there are 780 derelict houses in this

city. I want to auction them off.”
Shaun Loney added that “we need to realize that governments and not-

for-profits need to work together.”

Jason Gisser asked each of the candidates to describe their “bold vision”
for the future.

Jenny Motkaluk said that “the single biggest impediment to growth and
investment in this city is our political leaders.”

Glen Murray said “We need to spend money on things that will make this
city more beautiful.” He noted that when he was mayor three of the pro-
jects that were built during his time in office included: Waterfront Drive,
the Esplanade Riel, and the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. (He
observed as well that the CMHR was a great example of all three levels of
government working together.)

In contrast, he noted that the single largest project undertaken by the city
since his time in office was “$200 million spent of refurbishing the Post

Office.”
Shaun Loney pointed to the deterioration of Winnipeg’s “green canopy”,

saying that there are 30 different organizations devoted to protecting and
expanding the number of trees in the city. He said he would like to consol-
idate all those efforts and work hard to protect our imperiled urban canopy.

Robert-Falcon Ouellette proposed the creation of an “urban national
park” within Winnipeg to add green space to the city.

Kevin Klein said that his bold vision is to make Winnipeg “safe”, noting
that “We can’t attract more people here if they don’t feel safe. People won’t
ride the bus if they don’t feel safe.”

The next question was about infrastructure.
Jenny Motkaluk said “We’re going to end the corruption” associated with

infrastructure projects.
Glen Murray said “We need more value planning to determine whether a

project will return in value what it cost to build.” He cited Waterfront Drive
as a project that has paid back many times over what it cost the city to cre-
ate the infrastructure for that development.

Kevin Klein did comment later though that residents of Waterfront Drive
are now having to deal with a huge upsurge in break-ins.

Shaun Loney said that rather than think about expanding infrastructure
we ought “to focus on the infrastructure we’ve already built.”

Robert-Falcon Ouellette cited the example of Quebec City and its transit
system as something Winnipeg could emulate, saying that in that city
“People really enjoy taking the bus.”

In response to that suggestion, Kevin Klein said that currently “Seven
thousand people a day in Winnipeg don’t even pay for the bus.”

Scott Gillingham proposed extending the Peguis Trail and widening
Kenaston Boulevard.

Jason Gisser asked about public safety and what each of the candidates
would do to make Winnipeg safer.

Scott Gillingham said that as mayor he would sit on the police board. He
also said that he would split up police calls so that police don’t respond to
every call for service, with other personnel used in situations that would be
better served by another type of emergency responder.

Shaun Loney called for a return to community based policing  - with
“more cops walking the beat,” adding that “people are going to continue to
commit crimes unless they get the intervention they need.” He also
observed that we need to “address homelessness” before we can make
inroads in enhancing public safety.

After the final question was answered the candidates were allowed one
final opportunity to sum up their platforms. As noted, it was then that
Robert-Falcon Ouellette was the only candidate even to obliquely refer to
the controversy that had recently surfaced about Glen Murray.

And, while five of the six candidates hung around afterwards to
schmooze with audience members, Glen Murray took off immediately after
the forum was over. I offer that not as an editorial comment – merely an
observation.

Community news

Election forum 
(Continued from page 5.)

Jewish Democrat in striking distance of unseating
Rep. Lauren Boebert in Colorado

october 6, 2022 (JTA) — A self-described “moderate, pragmatic Jew”
is polling nearly even with one of Congress’s most extreme Republicans
just weeks before the general election.

A poll conducted last week suggests that Adam Frisch could unseat
Lauren Boebert in Colorado’s 3rd Congressional District in November.
Boebert received support from 47% of likely voters, while Frisch received
45%, in the poll that has a 4.4% margin of error.

Frisch, a two-term city council member from Aspen who has served on
the board of his local synagogue, is running to offer an alternative
to Boebert, who backed former president Donald Trump’s efforts to over-
turn the election and has expressed admiration for the QAnon conspiracy
theory.

“At the end of the day, I’m a moderate, pragmatic Jew” who is running
to oppose “a QAnoner in the general election,” Frisch told Jewish Insider
in June, adding, “It’s a story that might resonate with a lot of people who
have concerns.”

Frisch told Jewish Insider that he would support Israel in Congress and
oppose the movement to boycott it. He also said he felt the same way about
guns, Boebert’s passion, as he does about marijuana: They’re not for him,
but they should be legal and regulated.

A Democratic win in the reliably Republican district located in
Colorado’s Western Slope region would be a surprise. But there are a large
number of unaffiliated voters there, and Boebert’s extremism is seen as
having alienated many of them. In addition to backing Trump and QAnon,
Boebert has openly called for the United States to undo the separation of
church and state, leading some political analysts and historians to say she
meets the definition of a Christian nationalist.

WE’RE HIRING
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba is currently seeking a full-time 
Financial Administrator to join our dedicated team committed to 

philanthropy through the stewardship of endowments.

POSITION SUMMARY
Reporting to the Chief Financial O�cer, you will be responsible for 
completion of the full accounting cycle, including the annual 
preparation of audit working papers.  This includes processing of 
deposits, accounts payable, payroll and various other related 

accounting/financial routines and analysis.

QUALIFICATIONS
The ideal candidate will be a graduate from a post-secondary institution in 
a related field. Proficiency in general ledger applications is required.  The 
ideal candidate must be intuitive and comfortable working with database 
applications, import/export routines between software applications and 

cybersecurity protocols. 
 

Previous not-for-profit and advanced Excel & database experience would 
be considered assets.

Application deadline is Friday, October 21, 2022

Full-Time Position

For full details and to apply please visit:
www.jewishfoundation.org/careers
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Legal news

Case brought by Shurat HaDin to be heard by United States Supreme Court may have 
enormous implications for giant internet companies and how they police themselves

By BERNIE BELLAN

I
n 2013 I was privileged to be able to partici-
pate in a mission to Israel organized by an
organization known as Shurat HaDin  (Israel

Law Centre).
Here is part of what I wrote about Shurat

HaDin upon my return from Israel that year:
“ ‘We have one goal: To bankrupt terrorism

one lawsuit at a time.’
“So says Nitsana Darshan-Letner, the dynamic

head of Shurat HaDin.
“Darshan-Letner was speaking to members of

the Shurat HaDin mission in which I was a par-
ticipant from Oct. 21-28 at a briefing session
held on the Golan Heights Oct. 24. Together with
her American-born husband, Avi who, like
Nitsana, is also a lawyer, the couple had the idea
to start Shurat HaDin in 2000, during the second
‘Intifadeh.’ Along with other Israeli lawyers who
largely volunteer their time, although there are
some lawyers who are paid staff members of the
organization, Sherut HaDin has caught the imag-
ination of many other lawyers around the world,
including Canada.

“According to literature provided by Shurat
HaDin, it is ‘a non-political and independent
body which is not affiliated with any branch or agency of the Israeli gov-
ernment nor any political party. It was founded in order to carry out effi-
ciently the vital task of helping the terror victims to fight back. Following
the model of the Southern Poverty Law Center, a civil rights organization
dedicated to bankrupting the KKK and other neo-Nazi groups in the US,
Shurat HaDin is committed to economically destroy the hate groups in the
Middle East.’

“What Shurat HaDin has attempted to do over the years since 2000 is go
after the sources of funding for terrorism through a variety of legal means,
including filing lawsuit after lawsuit in jurisdictions around the globe. To
date, according to Nitsana Darshan-Letner, Shurat HaDin has won awards
totaling over $1 billion and, although many of those same judgments have
been taken through a long succession of appeals, some $150 million has
been distributed to the victims of terrorism.”

Since I wrote that original article (and a subsequent interview I conduct-
ed with Nitsana Darshan-Leitner, which also appeared in this newspaper) I
have been following the activities of Shurat HaDin on a regular basis. But
this past weekend there was a huge development in the legal world that
may have an enormous impact upon the way giant internet organizations
conduct their affairs.

Following is an email we received from Nitsana Darshan-Leitner on
October 9: 

“Dear Friends,
“This week we received amazing news - the United States Supreme Court

granted ‘cert’ to our main case against the social media platforms, Gonzalez
v. Google!  This means that the Supreme Court has agreed to provide an
appellate review to our terror victim litigation, which alleges that the social
media platforms were engaged in aiding and abetting terrorism and should
be held liable for their actions. Until now the social media giants have been
raising a defense to our cases under the infamous section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act (CDA 230).  This statute, CDA 230, pro-
vides that the social media platforms cannot be considered the publishers
of what is posted on their sites by third party users. Thus, they can let any-
one post anything and not be held liable. So Hezbollah, Hamas and ISIS,
all designated as foreign terrorist organizations, use Facebook and
YouTube freely. 

“The Gonzalez case has the potential to finally change the law of the
internet and start to make the social media companies responsible for the
incitement, violence and hate being promoted on their platforms. This
could be the most impactful  litigation we ever were involved with since
shurat HaDin helped to change the international banking laws and
targeted terror financing.____We filed the first cases against social
media during the wave of terrorist stabbings in Israel in 2015 which
became known as the “Facebook Intifada,” because of the use of social
media by the terror groups in Israel like Hamas and Islamic Jihad to utilize
the social media platforms to plan, carry out and publicize their terror
attacks against Israelis.

“After we started filing our cases for those injured in Israel we were
approached by other victims of other terror attacks worldwide to assist
them. The family of Nohemi Gonzalez, asked us if we could represent
them. We were happy to oblige. Nohemi was a young Mexican-American
from California, an art student, who was tragically murdered in the Paris
attacks on the evening of November 13, 2015. ISIS claimed responsibility

for the bombings and shootings in France
that left more than 130 dead.

“We have been legally arguing for years
that the social media platforms cannot
allow terrorist organizations to organize,
recruit, publicize and fundraise on their
sites. However, each time the lower courts
have held the internet giants like Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube and Instagram immune
from liability under CDA 230. Now we
have a real chance to crack this blanket
immunity and have CDA 230 reinterpreted
by the Court!

“The Supreme Court takes about 100
cases a year from the 8,000 to 10,000 mat-
ters submitted for review. At least four jus-
tices out of the nine must agree to hear the
matter in order to have the writ of certiorari
issued. Most lawyers never have the
opportunity to argue their cases before
the supreme Court and being granted
the chance is a tremendous honor and a
top professional achievement. We are so
proud of the legal team working with us -
Professor Eric Schnapper of the University
of Seattle Law School and attorney Robert

Tolchin of New York. The internet is exploding over the news.
“We feel really blessed to have achieved this milestone and are hoping

the terror victims will finally have their day before the High Court!  The
oral arguments will be in a few months. 

“Stay tuned.
“Nitsana”

Further to what Nitsana wrote in her email, on October 8 an article in  the
NY Times expanded upon the potential implications that allowing social
media platforms to be sued for content on their platforms may have:

“The Supreme Court agreed on Monday to decide whether social media
platforms may be sued despite a law that shields the companies from legal
responsibility for what users post on their sites. The case, brought by the
family of a woman killed in a terrorist attack, argues that YouTube’s algo-
rithm recommended videos inciting violence.

“The case, Gonzalez v. Google, No. 21-1333, concerns Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act, a 1996 law intended to nurture what was
then a strange and nascent thing called the internet. Written in the era of
online message boards, the law said that online companies are not liable for
transmitting materials supplied by others.

“Section 230 also helped enable the rise of huge social networks like
Facebook and Twitter by ensuring that the sites did not assume new legal
liability with every new tweet, status update and comment.

“Legal experts said that the court’s decision to explore whether the
immunity conferred by the law has limits could have vast significance.

“ ‘This could be a very big deal for internet law, because it’s the first time
that the Supreme Court has agreed to hear a case that would allow it to
interpret Section 230,’  said Jeff Kosseff, an associate professor at the
United States Naval Academy who wrote a book about the protections. ‘I
could envision any number of outcomes reached by any number of combi-
nations of justices across the ideological spectrum.’

“The case was brought by the family of Nohemi Gonzalez, a 23-year-old
college student who was killed in a restaurant in Paris during the November
2015 terrorist attacks, which also targeted the Bataclan concert hall. The
family’s lawyers argued that YouTube, a subsidiary of Google, had used
algorithms to push Islamic State videos to interested viewers, using the
information that the company had collected about them.

“ ‘Videos that users viewed on YouTube were the central manner in
which ISIS enlisted support and recruits from areas outside the portions of
Syria and Iraq which it controlled,’ lawyers for the family argued in their
petition seeking Supreme Court review.

“In a brief urging the justices to deny review, lawyers for Google said that
the 1996 law gave the company complete protection.

“ ‘Section 230 bars claims that treat websites as publishers of third-party
content,’ they wrote.  ‘Publishers’ central function is curating and display-
ing content of interest to users. Petitioners’ contrary reading contravenes
Section 230’s text, lacks a limiting principle and risks gutting this impor-
tant statute.’

“A growing group of bipartisan lawmakers, academics and activists have
grown skeptical of Section 230 and say that it has shielded giant tech com-
panies from consequences for disinformation, discrimination and violent
content that flows across their platforms.”

Nitsana Darshan-Letner, centre, with  the parents
of terror victim Nohemi gonzales in Los Angeles in
2018. Lawyers volunteering for shurat HaDin in
the U.s. are representing the parents of Nohemi
gonzales in a lawsuit filed against google, the par-
ent company of Youtube which, the lawyers argue,
“had used algorithms to push Islamic state videos
to interested viewers, using the information that the
company had collected about them.”
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By BERNIE BELLAN

I
n 2019 B’nai Brith Canada inaugu-
rated a writing competition for high
school students known as the

“Diverse Minds Writing Competition.”
On June 19 of that year an audience

gathered in the Multipurpose Room of
the Asper Campus heard from Cheryl
Barish who, along with her husband,
Earl, came up with the idea for creat-
ing and sponsoring a competition of
this sort. 

The goal, Cheryl explained back
then, ‘was to “have high school stu-
dents express their thoughts and feel-
ings about human rights” by writing a
book no longer than 24 pages, but that
would also include illustrations.

‘The challenge was put out to all
high schools in Manitoba.
Participating students were invited to
submit entries either individually or as
part of a two-person team (with one per-
son doing the writing and the other, the
illustrations). 

‘As part of the guidelines, students
were asked to aim their books at young
kids (K-Grade 5). The books were to
have themes of “diversity, tolerance and
inclusion”. 

‘Suggestions for topics that might
form the basis of entries included: “bul-
lying, equal rights, accepting those who
are different from you, social and gen-
der issues, religious and cultural toler-
ance.”

‘According to Cheryl Barish, she and Earl decided to put up a various
amount of award money, including $3,000 for the winning entry. As well, the

winning entry was “to
be published and put

into school libraries” across the province.’
The first year “Diverse Minds” was publicized

in Manitoba high schools, 50 entries were
received. Ten finalists were eventually chosen by a
panel of judges, with all ten invited to appear at the
June 2019 event.

The following year – 2020, the Diverse Minds
competition was expanded to include students
from Ontario, Quebec, and Alberta, as well as
Manitoba, although each province held its own
competition separate from the other provinces.
The same applied in 2021.

But this past year the competition, although still
open to students in only the same four provinces,
became a national competition, with five finalists
chosen by a panel of 10 judges.  In a press release
issued by B’nai Brith Canada, it was noted that
“Diverse Minds is a revolutionary contest
designed to promote the vital values of diversity
and inclusion through the media of storytelling
and illustration. High school students are invited
to create books geared towards elementary school
students. The winning book is published and the
top three entrants are awarded monetary prizes.”

The judges this year included a very impressive
roster: Cheryl Barish; Wayne Ewasko, Minister of
Education, Province of Manitoba; Isha Khan,
President and CEO of the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights; Franklin Switzer, Chair of the
Board of B’nai Brith Canada; Lucinda Chodan,
former Vice-President of Postmedia and currently
Executive Editor of the Montreal Gazette; Jay
Harris, Past Chair, B’nai Brith Canada; Lorrie
Goldstein, Editor Emeritus, the Toronto Sun; Elly
Barlin Daniels, theatre producer; Michael Mostyn,
CEO, B’nai Brith Canada; and Judy Foldes, COO,
B’nai Brith Canada.

On October 2nd, the five finalists from across
Canada, along with family members and other
guests, gathered in the Adult Lounge of the Asper
Campus, to learn who this year’s winner of the

Community news

  Hannah Moscovitch,

Ben Caplan  Christian Barry

a Refugee 
Love Story

   

Old Stock: A Refugee Love Story is a humourously 
dark folktale woven together with a high-energy 
concert. This Klezmer music-theatre hybrid 
starring genre-bending sensation Ben Caplan is 
inspired by the true stories of two Jewish Romanian 
refugees coming to Canada in 1908. Old Stock 
has played all over the world.PRODUCTION 

SPONSOR

october 29 - 
november 6

 OCTOBER 27

tickets at wjt.ca or call 204.477.7478

B’nai Brith awards prizes in “Diverse Minds Writing Competition”

(l-r): Cheryl & Earl Barish (who originated the con-
cept of “Diverse Minds”); 1st place winner Emma
Boucher, from Montreal; and Michael Mostyn, CEO,
B’nai Brith Canada

The 5 finalists in the Diverse Minds Writing
Competition, holding boards showing covers of
their books (standing l-r): Emma Boucher,
Montreal; Olivia Cai, Edmonton; Samuel Nunes
(illustrator), Winnipeg; Paris Kehler, Winnipeg;
Boluwatife Adetunmbi (writer), Winnipeg;
kneeling, Sarah Elman, Montreal

MC Marvin Rotrand

National Director for
Human Rights, 

B’nai Brith Canada 

David Matas, B’nai Brith
Canada Legal Counsel, with
finalist Paris Kehler

Presenters Tannis Richardson (left) & Karen
Menkis with finalists Boluwatife Adetunmbi
(born in Nigeria) & Samuel Nunes (born in
Brazil)

(Continued on page 9. See “Diverse Minds.”)



T
he apocryphal Four Horsemen of the
Apocalypse – pestilence, war, famine and
death – stock many lands these days.  With

conflict, energy and food shortages worldwide -
and most likely worse to come – we are living in
grim times indeed. 

For those readers looking for some good news
as we begin a new year, the second anniversary
recently past of the Abraham Accords continues to
shine brightly in the gathering darkness.

The Accords, brought about by the efforts of the Trump Administration,
brought about normalized relations between Israel and the Arab states of
Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in the Arabian Peninsula
(with the blessing if not yet the inclusion of Saudi Arabia, the dominant
power in  the region), Sudan and Morocco.

And, unlike Israel’s previous-negotiated peace treaties with neighbouring
Egypt and Jordan – which haven’t moved much beyond a cessation of war
and some trade, Israel’s new partners in peace continue to be all-in

Writing in the September 7 edition of The Jerusalem Post, UAE political
analyst Salem Alketbi provided an over view of how much the relationship
between the UAE and Israel in particular has flourished.

“We are witnessing an actual state of peace, not just protocol agreements
tucked away in desk drawers,” Alketbi observed.

Immediately after the normalization of relations in 2021, bilateral trade
exchanges between the UAE and Israel reached a remarkable level of
around $1.2 billion, he reported. Over the next five years, this exchange is
expected to reach around $10b. 

On June 27, Amir Hayek, Israel’s ambassador to the UAE, said in a mes-
sage posted on Twitter that total trade volume between the two countries
for the first five months of the year reached a value of $912.1 million, com-
pared with $399.5 million during the same period last year.

Israel and the UAE have also signed multi-billion-dollar deals in the
fields of medicine, bilateral investment and space travel over the past two
years.

In July, the US, Israel, the UAE and India announced the formation of a
new bloc, I2U2, with the aim of enhancing technological collaboration in
the region and tackling transnational challenges in six main areas: Water,
energy, transportation, space, health and food security.

Tourism between the UAE and Israel has also expanded rapidly since
2020. Commercial flights between the two nations began in November
2020, with daily flights introduced the following year. Tourism websites
aimed at attracting Arab visitors to Israel encourage them to visit Al-Aqsa
Mosque and Jerusalem’s Muslim Quarter, in addition to the Museum of
Islamic Art.

The flow of tourists in the opposite direction has been even more sub-
stantial. Between 2020 and 2021, about 230,000 Israelis visited the UAE,
despite pandemic restrictions.

Turning to Bahrain, according to a report in Arab News, “Israeli and
Bahraini government officials have been interacting with each other pub-
licly since the signing of the accords. Israel began importing aluminum
from Bahrain, and the two countries are planning to sign an agreement that
allows the transshipment of goods arriving by sea in Bahrain onto planes
heading to Israel”.

Arab News further pointed out that last year Israel’s prime minister  (for
another couple of weeks at least)Yair Lapid, the foreign minister at the
time, made the first ministerial visit to Bahrain, where he inaugurated the
Embassy of Israel in Manama.  And in February of this year, Benny Gantz
became the first Israeli defense minister to ever officially visit the Gulf
country. He was accompanied by several top military and security officials,
including the Israeli navy chief.

Gantz signed a memorandum of understanding with his Bahraini coun-
terpart, formalizing a security relationship that his office claimed would
“help advance intelligence cooperation, a framework for exercises, and
cooperation between the countries’ defense industries.”

Gantz’ visit came as the US Navy’s 5th Fleet, based in Bahrain, launched
its biennial International Maritime Exercise 2022. The Israeli Navy took
part in the drill, for the first time publicly joining Arab and Muslim coun-
tries with which Israel does not have diplomatic relations.

On the Moroccan front, there has been an 84 percent year-on-year growth
in Morocco’s trade with Israel to $41.6 million. It  is viewed by  the two
countries as the beginning of a valuable new trading relationship: Israeli
technical know-how combined with capital from the Abraham Accord part-
ners, Bahrain and the UAE.

According to the report, the two countries signed a deal  which included
an agreement to advance extradition deals and joint efforts against crime
and terrorism involving the sharing of information and technology, as well
as the extradition of Israeli offenders who escape to the north African coun-
try.

The measures were not part of previously signed agreements between the
countries.

As further reported on i24 News on August 14, “Morocco may actually
be Israel’s most significant partner, especially in security and counterter-
rorism.” 

Again from Arab News - with regard to Morocco and Israel, today the
two countries cooperate in such areas as education, tourism, cross-border
investment, renewable energy and security. Morocco has a strong Jewish
tradition with many historic Jewish buildings, monuments and cemeteries,
as well as the largest Jewish community in an Arab country. Israel, mean-
while, is home to one of the largest Moroccan expatriate communities.

For Israel, Alketbi pointed out, the accords are an historic breakthrough
from its regional isolation. “The agreement paved the way for communica-
tion and openness between Israel and other Gulf and Arab countries,” he
wrote. It was the cornerstone that prompted other capitals to take a peace-
ful step with Israel.

This in turn opened the door to a new phase of regional cooperation in
trade, economy, tourism and so on. We see a further expansion of Israeli
cooperation with neighboring Gulf states, which bodes well for a coopera-
tive and stable regional climate.”,
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competition would be.
The event was emceed by Marvin

Rotrand, National Director for Human
Rights, B’nai Brith Canada (also a former

Montreal city councillor who served an astounding 39 consecutive years on
Montreal City Council).

In introducing the five finalists, Rotrand quoted Britain’s former Chief
Rabbi, the late Rabbi Jonathan Sachs, who said: “To defend a country you
need an army, but to defend a civilization you need education.”

Michael Mostyn, B’nai Brith CEO, said: “We are proud of the young par-
ticipants’ incredible work and dedication. The Diverse Minds Writing
Competition is a valuable exercise in fostering diversity and inclusion for
youth.”

The winner of this year’s Diverse Minds competition was a student from
Montreal by the name of Emma Boucher, whose book (which she also illus-
trated) was titled “La Coleur des dons” (The colour of the gifts). Emma
received a cheque for $5,000 for finishing first.

In second place was a student from Edmonton, Olivia Cai, while the third-
place finisher, Sarah Elman, is also from Montreal.

Other finalists included Boluwatife Adetunmbi (writer), a grade 10 student
at Fort Richmond Collegiate and Samuel Nunes (illustrator) who was born
in Brazil in 2004 and moved to Canada in 2019; and Paris Kehler, also a
Winnipeg student. 

In the press release issued by B’nai Brith, students who might be interest-
ed in entering the 2023 Diverse Minds competition are invited to submit
entries until April 16, 2023. Information can be obtained at www.bnaib-
rith.ca/diverseminds.

Abraham Accords bonds continues to grow two years on

By

MYRON LOVE

Biden administration expands penalties for 
complying with Arab League boycott of Israel

october 7, 2022  WAsHINgToN (JTA) — The Biden administration
will enhance penalties for compliance with the decades-old Arab League
boycott of Israel, at a moment when some longtime participants have opted
out and others are doubling down.

Matthew Axelrod, the assistant commerce secretary for export enforce-
ment, told the American Jewish Committee on October 6 that those com-
plying with the boycott will now be required to admit wrongdoing before
settling with the U.S. government, and that they will be subject to penal-
ties if their foreign subsidiaries comply with the boycott. Companies until
now did not have to acknowledge participating in the boycott when they
settled charges.

Axelrod, meeting with the AJC at its Washington, D.C., office, said the
boycott, which has existed since before Israel was established as a state and
which Congress made illegal in the 1970s, was weakening. Notably, he
said, the four Arab countries that in 2020 normalized relations with Israel
under the Abraham Accords are all members of the Arab League, and all
have discarded the boycott.

Other countries were recommitting to their Israel boycotts, however, he
said.

“Holdouts, like Assad’s Syria, have categorically rejected ‘normaliza-
tion’ with Israel,” Axelrod said, according to an AJC release. “And in May,
Iraq passed a law that even criminalizes normalization of relations with
Israel. This recent doubling down on anti-Israeli sentiment by countries
like Syria and Iraq comes at a time of shocking growth in antisemitism —
what AJC notes as the world’s oldest hatred — more broadly, both here in
the United States and around the globe.”

Axelrod’s briefing with the AJC was the first under the group’s new
CEO, former Democratic Congressman Ted Deutch.

Deutch said battling the boycott was still important, even as it becomes
less relevant.

“Despite warming relations some Arab nations have with Israel, the Arab
League needlessly persists in this boycott, which has done nothing to hin-
der Israel from becoming an economic powerhouse in the Middle East,” he
said. “We applaud the Commerce Department’s efforts to sanction
American firms that bow to the demands of, or seek to curry favor with
boycotting nations. They must be held accountable for activities that help
spread anti-Zionist sentiment.”

Diverse Minds
(Continued from page 9.)
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By MYRoN LovE

T
wo years ago, Harriet Zaidman
was short-listed for the
Geoffrey Bilson Award for

Historical Fiction for Young Readers
for her novel, “City on Strike,” relat-
ing to the Winnipeg General Strike
of 1919. 

This year, the Winnipeg-based
author of children’s books and nov-
els intended for young adults was
nominated for a second time and,
this time, she did win  the award for
her recently published second novel,
“Second Chances,”which takes
place against the background of the
polio epidemic.

The Geoffrey Bilson Award is a Canadian literary award that goes to the
best work of historical fiction written for youth each year.  The award is one
of several such honours given out by the Canadian Children’s book Centre
each year – presented in partnership with the Toronto International Festival
of Authors  - with the children’s literary awards  presented this year at
Toronto’s Harbourfront Centre at an in-person ceremony which was held
on September 29.

“It was a wonderful evening,” says Zaidman, who has also published
three children’s books.  

It has only been in recent years that the lifelong teacher/librarian has
taken her pen to put her own words and ideas on paper.  “I had been writ-
ing book reviews since the 1990s,” Zaidman says.  “I have always had a lot
of ideas for stories.  I finally decided that I should take a chance and turn
them into stories.”

She was further encouraged in that direction in 2007 when she was
accepted into a summer writing program at the Banff School of fine Arts.

Zaidman notes that she self-published her first children’s book, “Daisy’s
Biggest Success,” with illustrations by local artist Sarah Neville, through
Amazon in 2013. 

She credits her skill in writing in part to a course she took in Education
where the professor emphasized concise writing.  “We had to condense our
writing into a precis of  no more than 250 words,” she recalls.  “Every sen-
tence had to be full of content and meaning.  I loved it.”

She adds that in writing children’s books, every word is important
because the number of words used is by necessity limited. “If you change
one word, it can change the entire story,” she points out.

Zaidman followed up her inaugural children’s book with two more –
“Sherman and the Shape Sheep Contest” - which came out in 2016 – and
“Benny’s Dream Horse,” in 2018.  Both books were published by local
publisher Peanut Butter Press.

For her first novel, “City on Strike”, Zaidman chose to approach four
publishers and sell them on the idea of a work coinciding with the 100th

anniversary of the Winnipeg General Strike.

“I emphasized the relevance of the story set against that background con-
sidering that it was a historic moment,” she observes. “I told the story from
the point of view of an immigrant family – focusing on a 13-year-old boy
and his younger sister - involved in the strike. I based the story on my own
family’s immigrant experience.”

“City on Strike” as well as “Second Chances” were both published by
Red Deer Press out of Ontario.

“I was thinking of the Polio epidem-
ic and how many people’s lives were
turned around,” she says.  “What if a
Terry Sawchuk  or Billy Mosienko had
been afflicted by polio?  T hey would-
n’t have been able to accomplish what
they did in hockey.”

For her protagonist, she centred the
story around a teenaged hockey player
who develops polio and his struggles.
To add further depth to the plot, she
created a relationship between the
afflicted teen and a Métis girl from
Roostertown he meets in the hospital
(at a time when the largely Métis
neighbourhood was about to be lev-
eled to make way for the Grant Park
Shopping Centre) and the racism this

girl faces in the hospital.
Zaidman’s books are available at the usual locations – McNally Robinson

and Chapter’s locations,  As well, she sold copies of the book at the week-
ly St. Norbert Farmer’s Market throughout the summer.

Undoubtedly, Zaidman has ideas brewing for future  books.
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Winnipeg author Harriet Zaidman receives geoffrey Bilson Award

Harriet Zaidman Harriet’s award-winning book



By MYRoN LovE

O
n Thursday, September 22, as part of its annual
Homecoming Weekend, the University of
Manitoba Alumni Association recognized, Dr.

Arnold Naimark with its Lifetime Achievement Award
for both his distinguished service as the university’s for-
mer president (1981-96) and as the former dean of the
Faculty of Medicine (1971-81) – as well as his lifelong
commitment to promoting health care research funding
and education in Manitoba.

The gala evening attracted between 300 and 400 from
across Canada. “It was very nice to be honoured in this
way,” says Naimark.  “It was especially meaningful that
this award was from the Alumni Association, whose
work is vitally important in building the reputation of our
institution and encouraging support for our university’s
programs and services.”

The
award
is also a culmination of
Naimark’s more than
70-year relationship
with the university
and, in his 90th year,
the member of the
Order of Canada con-
tinues to play an active
role in the life of the
institution.  

The connection with
the University of
Manitoba began for
Naimark in 1950.
Ironically, medicine

was not his main interest and the idea of a life spent
in administration was still in the future.

When he started university, Naimark was particu-
larly interested in philosophy, an interest he shared
with a fellow student, Leonard Peikoff.  It was Dr.
Sam Peikoff, Leonard’s father, who urged them to
consider medicine as a “better career option than phi-
losophy”.

“Leonard and I both applied for admission to the
medical school, but in the end he decided to pursue a
career in philosophy and became well known as a
close associate of Ayn Rand.”

In 1953, Naimark, and three other University of
Manitoba students who were part of  the Canadian
Armed Forces Canadian Officers Training Corps pro-
gram  were selected to spend a summer of  training
with the Canadian 25th Brigade attached to  11th

armored division of the British Army of the Rhine   

“It was a great time to be in Europe,” he recounts.
“Apart from special events such as Queen Elizabeth’s coronation parade
my eagerness to begin medical studies was intensified by opportunities I
had to accompany a medical officer on his rounds at the British military
hospital in Hanover, Germany.”

Back home, later that year, he began his medical studies just as the severe
1953 polio epidemic was nearing its peak.  He was part of a group of med-
ical students who participated in the care of polio patients at the King
George Hospital (now part of Riverview) under the inspired leadership of
Dr. Jack Hildes.  “He was a fabulous teacher and mentor, ” Naimark says.

In the 1960s, he began his career  as a respirologist engaged in teaching,
clinical practice and research with appointments in the departments of
Internal Medicine and Physiology.  It  was in the early 1970s, following his
appointment as Dean of Medicine, that  his time became almost fully
devoted to administration and academic development in order to deal with
important changes that had taken place in the scientific, social, and politi-
cal environments.

“When I began my career I was part of a small number  of staff who were
located full-time at the medical school or the major teaching hospitals.  A
very large component of clinical teaching was done by physicians who
spent some of their time at the medical or teaching hospitals, but who con-
ducted a major part of their clinical work located in private offices and
clinics

“With the introduction of Medicare pressures built to increase the enrol-
ments in the health sciences to meet increased demand for health services
personnel.  This was accompanied by a shift, from hospitals to universities,
of the responsibilities for overseeing the training of interns and residents
in general practice  and in specialties. 

“I was finding that administrative demands required  ever more of my
time,” Naimark recalls.   “I essentially had to give up clinical practice and
cut back on laboratory research.”

As dean, according to the write-up in the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame
(to which he was inducted in 2013),  Naimark “revolutionized the medical
programs offered at the University of Manitoba. Some of his many accom-
plishments include the rejuvenation of the department of physiology and
the department of social and preventive medicine (later the department of
community health sciences) as well as his role in the creation of the
Northern Medical Unit. Over time, his innovative leadership reached
across major national and international organizations concerned with med-
ical education and research.”

Naimark also played an important role in the establishment of the St.
Boniface Hospital Research Centre and the launch of the Manitoba Health
Research Council.

During his tenure as dean of the medical college, he notes that the med-
ical school  focused successfully on increasing the enrolment of women
and Indigenous people..   

After stepping down from the presidency of the university, he became
the director of the Centre for the Advancement of Medicine (CAM) and the
founding chairperson of the Canadian Health Services Research
Foundation. He was also the founding chairperson of the Canadian
Biotechnology Advisory Committee.

Currently, he is still working part time – mostly from home during the
pandemic – for the CAM helping to raise funds for scholarships, confer-
ences and colloquia and contributing to the enrichment of the academic
environment in Manitoba. “Although my academic appointment will end
in the next year or two, I hope to stay engaged as a grateful alumnus of the
medical school and university.”

Community news
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University of Manitoba recognizes former president Arnold Naimark with Lifetime Achievement Award

Arnold Naimark
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Introduction: In our September 14 issue we had
an article about Masa Israel Journey, a program
for  students and young professionals who might
like  to travel to  to Israel to participate in an
immersive four-to-10-month experience.

That article noted that “Since its establishment
in 2004 by the Jewish Agency and the govern-
ment of Israel, Masa has served more than
180,000 Jewish students and young professionals
ages 16 to 35, from more than 60 countries.
Offering experiences in gap, academic and career
segments, Masa provides an unmediated and
challenging journey into Israeli society, culture,
politics and history, as well as access for global
Jewry to Israeli businesses, social enterprises and
academic institutions. 

“Masa strengthens the Jewish leadership
pipeline through the Impact and Leadership
Centre, based in Jerusalem. When fellows return
from Israel, they are ready to engage as active
members in their community and many take on leadership roles.”

Following publication of that article, Masa’s Canadian director, Mahla
Finkleman, contacted us to ask whether we would consider publishing an
account written by a current Masa program participant by the name of
Laura Soda.

Following is Laura’s  account:
Growing up as a Jewish young adult in White Rock, I always had mixed

feelings about celebrating the high holidays. On the one hand, I enjoyed the
traditions and the feeling of community that I experienced when we would
go to services and spend time with our small White Rock Jewish commu-
nity. However, early fall has always been a hectic and stressful time for our
family. Aside from Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, there was the begin-
ning of a new school year, all four family birthdays falling within a month
of each other, and finally Thanksgiving - altogether a six-week family
marathon. 

During the time of the Jewish holidays, I was also overwhelmed with the
feeling of being the ‘token Jew’ in every class. At the beginning of every
school year, I dreaded having to approach the teacher and ask for time off
so that I could observe holidays that most of my peers, and even some of
my teachers, had never heard of. I almost had a sense of guilt, as if I were
inventing holidays just to get out of class. All I wanted was to fit in and be
like everybody else. And in the White Rock of my childhood, there was
very little cultural, ethnic, or religious diversity. There were two other
Jewish kids at my school that I knew of, but we rarely – if ever – acknowl-
edged our mutual Jewish connection outside of the context of Hebrew
school, synagogue, or youth groups. It wasn’t that we were actively hiding
our Jewishness; for me, I simply felt that any sign of difference was
“uncool”. 

I am currently on a ten-month program teaching English in Israel with
Masa Israel Teaching Fellows. I am living in Kiryat Gat, a small, mostly
religious up-and-coming city in the south of Israel. For the next 10 months,
I will be teaching English to the children of the community in which I live.
Most of the people in the community do not speak English, and I feel grate-
ful to be in a place where I can help break language barriers and contribute
to English language education. For me, however, it has been quite an
adjustment.   

With the challenges of settling in to a new country, in a town where not
many people speak English, I am overwhelmed by the tremendous sense of
community and unity. Despite the inconvenience of the train and bus
schedules around the holidays, it wasn’t just me being inconvenienced. For
the first time in my life, I was in the same situation as everyone around me.
As I stood in line at the grocery store for forty min-
utes, it struck me that we were all there for the
same reason. And despite these frustrations, they
were far outweighed by the positive moments.

Recently, I celebrated my first Israeli Rosh
Hashana with a host family that I was connected to
through the program. The Lipik family welcomed
us, quite literally, with open arms and have made us
feel at home in a place that’s about as far from
home as it gets. My roommate and I walked to
Rosh Hashana services in the morning and passed
many others doing the same. Suddenly, it I realized
that although I had been prepared to feel like an
outsider in a tight-knit community of people who
were more religious than myself, my Rosh
Hashana experience felt surprisingly welcoming. I
smiled at the children who listened to the shofar
with wonder, and I was reminded that children are
simply children, no matter where they live or what
language they speak. 

Later, we joined our host family at their
backyard barbeque along with their extended
family and friends, and we ate our hearts out
as we basked in the smell of smokey chicken
kebabs and toasted marshmallows over the
flames for dessert. And throughout it all, I
realized that this year, I don’t have to explain
myself. This year, it is my turn to lean– to
watch and listen to how other Jews celebrate,
being curious about the differences, but more
often, being surprised by the many similari-
ties in our traditions. My first Rosh Hashana
in Israel taught me that although I am far
from my home in Canada, I am exactly
where I need to be, I feel right at home. 

For more information, visit
masaisrael.org/canada.
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A Masa program participant writes about her current experience living in Israel

Laura Soda (at right) with her host family, 
the Lipkins, in Kiryat Gat
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Memoriams, and Unveilings

$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo: $15
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

MoRToN BRovERMAN
It’s with profound

sadness that we announce
the passing of Morton
Israel Broverman on the
night of Oct. 1, 2022
after a courageous battle
with cancer.

Mort was born and
raised in the North End
of Winnipeg on Inkster
Blvd. where, as a single-
digit-age kid playing
stick ball, he began many
lasting friendships that

truly never stopped right through to the end of his
life. That trend continued when he moved to
Vancouver in the late 1970s and didn’t stop whether
he was a claims adjuster and manager at I.C.B.C. or,
in his retirement, a host at Rogers Arena and B.C.
Place. So many were touched by his sense of humor
and his warm and laid back personality.

When reflecting on his life, he’d say, “I had a good
run,” – and what a run it was. From rubbing elbows
with celebrities to traveling the world and enjoying a
good “fress” of a meal, the stories you knew (and
some you didn’t know, but found out later) were
legendary.

We are all going to miss him. None more so than
his family and extended family in Vancouver,
Ontario and Winnipeg. Mort is predeceased by his
parents Hymie and Minnie (Brovender) Broverman
and his brother-in-law David Abramowitz and is
survived by his children Aaron and Daniel
Broverman, his grandchild Wells Broverman and his
sister Hessie (Broverman) Abramowitz.

A celebration of life will be shared at a later date.

HARvEY sINgER
It is with great sadness

and heavy hearts that the
family of Harvey Singer
announces his passing on
August 15, 2022. Funeral
services were held on
August 17, 2022 at the
Bnay Abraham
Cemetery. Left to mourn
Harvey are his devoted
wife of almost 43 years,
Faye, his sisters Claire
and Evelyn, brother

Harry, brothers and sisters-in law, nieces, nephews,
and great-nieces and nephews. 

Harvey was predeceased by his parents, Gitel and
Charles Singer, his brother Joey, his in-laws, Ida and
Saul Shilkowski, sister and brother-in-law, Shelley
and Ken Sasley, sister-in-law, Cherl Shell, and
brothers-in-law, Herman Blumenfeld and Benny
Reitelman.

Harvey was born and raised in the north end of
Winnipeg and attended St John’s High School. He
worked for the Manitoba Liquor Control
Commission for 37 1/2 years. He retired early at the
age of 57 to spend time looking after his racing
pigeons, the sport he loved for over 60 years.

Harvey was a very kind, compassionate and
generous person. He enjoyed celebrating holidays
and other occasions with family and friends. Harvey
and Faye enjoyed summers by the pool and winter
vacations in Hawaii. He will always be remembered
and will be greatly missed.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation
to the staff of 5E at St Boniface Hospital for their
compassion and excellent care of Harvey.
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UC Berkeley law school blasted for
‘Jew-free zones’ as dean denies allegation

“These exclusions reflect the changing face of campus anti-Semitism.
The highest-profile incidents are no longer just about toxic speech,
which poisons the campus environment. Now anti-Zionist groups target
Jewish Americans directly,” wrote Kenneth L. Marcus, former assistant
U.S. secretary of education for civil rights.

(october 3, 2022 / JNs) University of California, Berkeley, School of
Law is under renewed scrutiny for the alleged development of “Jew-free
zones” that seek to prevent the invitation of pro-Israel speakers to campus.

In late August, the issue was thrust back into the national spotlight fol-
lowing a Jewish Journal of Greater Los Angeles  by Kenneth L. Marcus,
chairman of the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under Law,
and former assistant U.S. secretary of education for civil rights.
“Nine different law student groups at the University of California at
Berkeley’s School of Law, my own alma mater, have begun this new aca-

U.S. News

demic year by  bylaws to ensure that they will
never invite any speakers that support Israel or
Zionism…These exclusions reflect the chang-
ing face of campus antisemitism. The highest-
profile incidents are no longer just about toxic
speech, which poisons the campus environ-
ment. Now anti-Zionist groups target Jewish
Americans directly,” Marcus wrote Sept. 28.
On. Aug. 21, the student groups passed a
bylaw stating that they would refuse to invite
speakers supporting “Zionism, the apartheid
state of Israel, and the occupation of
Palestine.”

Erwin Chemerinsky, Dean of Berkeley
School of Law, denied the existence of the
“Jew-free zones” in a response to Marcus in
the Jewish Journal.

“Indeed, as Mr. Marcus advocates, and as I
explained in a recent message to the Law
School community: ‘The Law School has an
“all-comers” policy, which means that every
student group must allow any student to join
and all student organized events must be open
to all students.’ I know of no instance in which
in this has been violated or there has been any
discrimination against Jews. I have been in
regular contact with our Jewish students about
this,” Chemerinsky wrote.

Prior to Marcus’s op-ed, Chemerinsky  he
was troubled by the bylaw, which would also
exclude him.

“It is troubling to broadly exclude a particu-
lar viewpoint from being expressed,” he wrote
in an email to the leaders of the law school’s
student groups. “Indeed, taken literally, this
would mean that I could not be invited to
speak because I support the existence of Israel,
though I condemn many of its policies.”

Roz Rothstein, CEO of the Israel education
organization StandWithUs, told Fox News
when the story broke in August that the nine
law student groups should “rethink their end
goals.”

“Misrepresenting Zionism is anti-Semitic
and will never lead to peace,” she said. “Half
the world’s Jewish people are in Israel, the
ancestral homeland of the Jewish people, and
the other half likely have friends and/or rela-
tives who live there. Denying Jews the right to
self-determination creates a double standard
against only one country in the world. Those
who lead biased, anti-peace campaigns should
rethink their end goals and be honest about
their prejudice against the Jewish people and
the only Jewish country in the world.”



W
hat do the follow-
ing TV shows have
in common: ” A

Marriage Of Convenience, “
The Truth About Edward
Brannigan,” “Taken Away,”
“Angel Flight Down, “”Cold
Heart of a Killer,“ The
Portrait,” but most notably,

“Murder She Wrote?” Well, the answer lies in a woman
by the name of  Carla Singer, who grew up at 578
Waterloo Street. That block between Corydon and
Fleet during the 1950s and 60s was home to a large
number of baby boomers, including many of Carlas’s
friends.

For those of you who go back a distance, think back
to Donald Drugs at Donald and Broadway. That was
owned and operated by Martin Singer, father to Carla
and her brother Harold, and husband to Betty Singer.
For those readers who go even farther back, the names
of Harry and Elizabeth Labovitch are part of the Carla
Singer story as they were her maternal grandparents. The inclination to the
arts was a natural for Carla as Harry Labovitch was a performer on the
Orpheum circuit under the name of Professor Lorray. 

Carla had a large network of friends, including the late Judy and Joyce
Wolinsky, Rochelle Brownstone, Anna-mae Silver and cousin Maxine
Fromkin. She attended River Heights School and later, Kelvin High
School. After Kelvin, she was off to the University of Manitoba. Because
her family always had the New York Times around, Carla soon became
aware of universities in the states and before long, she was in Boston at
Brandeis University, from where she graduated. She then spent a year in
London, England and later spent time in Israel, where she obtained a mas-
ter’s degree. She even worked part time in Israeli TV as she was fluent in
English and Hebrew. You could call that the beginning of Carla’s career.

After 2 1/2 years in Israel, Carla moved to Toronto and soon was work-
ing as a production assistant at CFTO  Television, an affiliate of CTV.  At
that time, she was  a rare commodity, as women were not yet involved in
the higher echelons of power in TV. And then, in what was likely  her first
real break, Carla was hired at the fledgling City TV, run by the well known
Moses Znaimer (less well known then). She took a pay cut for that oppor-
tunity and became the only female TV director at the time in Canada. That
was a pivotal step for Carla as she was exposed to top talent;  her star real-
ly began to shine. 

By then Carla was married and her husband at the time had an opportu-
nity in London, so she was soon back to England, where she joined BBC
Television for which she directed two TV series. After a couple of years her
husband had an offer back in Canada, but Carla could not get a job in
Toronto, so she accepted an offer from Westinghouse TV and moved to
Pittsburgh, where she worked for KDKA TV. Next, Carla was sent to L.A.
in 1979 to fix an afternoon TV series. Carla suggested to the producers that
she create an alternative show and she did just that with a pilot called “Hour
Magazine,” an afternoon TV show in L.A. That show was a huge success.
Carla Singer was at that point wll
launched on her career and has
never looked back. 

Soon her agent (yes, by that time,
Carla already had an agent), suggest-
ed she try some of the  major TV net-
works and so, following up on that
advice, she was soon hired by CBS
as the director of drama develop-
ment. It was not long before she was,
at age 34, a vice-president of drama
programming. Carla spent 5 years  in
that position, during which time she
developed the very famous series
“Murder She Wrote,” starring
Angela Lansbury. Perhaps the most
interesting part of the story is that
the idea for an older female detective
came straight from Betty Singer,
Carla’s mother. When Carla had told
her mother the idea for the show,
which was inspired by “Columbo,”
Betty Singer suggested that an older
woman as the detective would be a
novel idea. The network resisted the
idea at first, but Carla was relentless
and when the pilot was first shown,
those present gave it a standing ova-
tion. Better yet, the ratings bore out
the strength of Carla’s certainty
about the show. 

After she left CBS, Carla went to Warner Brothers. Soon
she formed her own company, called Carla Singer
Productions. At that point she was able to be her own boss,
delivering finished TV shows to CBS, Hallmark, Disney,
TNT and PBS. In fact, it was Carla’s  production of “ A
Refusenik’s Diary,” a documentary for PBS Television, that
earned her an Emmy. Carla was not one to forget her roots as
she even had a TV movie, “ A Marriage of Convenience”
filmed in Winnipeg in 1998 using the Fort Garry Hotel for its
main set. Most recently, Carla was involved as an executive
producer on a documentary film titled “Four Winters: The
story of Jewish Partisans in WWII.” It is in distribution in
commercial theatres as well as  film festivals across North
America.  I was fortunate enough to see this film and, if it
comes your way, I recommend this film whole heartedly.

Carla moved to New York about 20 years ago and is still
active in the business, although only taking on productions
that she is passionate about. She is also the single mother of
a daughter who is a police officer in Oklahoma. Given where
she began to where she has arrived, I would guess there is
more ahead of Carla Singer in the TV world. 

Wednesday, October 12, 2022, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   17

Gerry Posner

Carla singer: Memories (and “Murder”) she wrote

By

GERRY POSNER

Carla Singer
has had a bountiful career 

as a TV producer.

Astros manager Dusty Baker hopes matzah ball soup
will give his team a playoffs boost

October 7 2022
(Jewish Herald-voice,
Houston via JTA) —
If the Astros make it to
the World Series later
this month, fans can
thank team manager
Dusty Baker — along
with a fresh baked chal-
lah and several quarts
of matzah ball soup.

Baker stopped by
Kenny & Ziggy’s New
York Delicatessen here
just before Yom Kippur
ended to load up on
food to help Jewish star Alex Bregman break the fast.

“He said he wanted to do something really nice for Alex and he bought a
substantial amount of food,” Ziggy Gruber told the JHV. “I thought that
was quite noble of him.

“Dusty eats here all the time and said it is one of his favorite places.”
According to Gruber, the Astros manager walked out with enough to feed

the entire team.
“He got a round challah, 3 pounds of pastrami, some corned beef, rye

bread, potato salad, cole slaw, smoked fish, nova, bagels and — of course
— a bunch of matzah ball soup,” Gruber said.

“Oh, and he also loaded up

Alex Bregman shown with his manager
Dusty Baker during a game against the
Philadelphia Phillies at Minute Maid Park in
Houston, oct. 5, 2022. (Tim Warner/Getty Images)

(Continued on page 19. See “Soup.”)
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All of the Jewish NHL players to watch this season
By EvELYN FRICK

(JTA) — October is a busy month
for U.S. sports fans. The MLB play-
offs get underway, the NBA season
begins, the NFL season kicks into
high gear and both the women’s and
men’s pro soccer leagues start their
postseasons, too.

Sometimes another milestone gets
hidden under the headlines of it all:
the start of the NHL season. The first
puck dropeds on Friday, ironically in
Prague, in a match between the
Nashville Predators and the San Jose
Sharks. (The first stateside games
start on Tuesday night.)

Another phenomenon that hasn’t
been widely covered — outside of
our roundup least year — is the
league’s currently high number of
Jewish hockey players. The same remains true of this upcoming season —
here’s who to watch.

Jack Hughes
New Jersey Devils, center
All did not go according to plan last season for the No. 1 pick of the 2019

NHL Draft. After multiple goals in the season’s first game, including an
overtime game-winner, Hughes dislocated his shoulder in the next match
and was off the ice for six weeks. Then in April, an MCL injury ended his
sophomore season early with 13 games left. “I haven’t done a ton in this
league just yet,” Hughes told The Hockey News in August.

And yet, there are plenty of reasons to be hopeful that the rising star will
reach his superstar potential. In just 49 games played last season, he still
managed an impressive 26 goals and 56 points (goals plus assists). He and
new linemates Alexander Holtz and Ondrej Palat have such an instant
chemistry that they’re already nicknamed H20 (Hughes-Holtz-Ondrej).

Another exciting nugget: there’s the possibility that Jack’s younger broth-
er Luke could join him on the Devils next season. Luke was selected fourth
overall by the Devils last year, and while he’s playing out his sophomore
season at the University of Michigan, he has already shown himself to be a
rising force in the NCAA and on the world stage as a member of the 2022
U.S. team at the international junior championship.

While it’s unclear how the brothers identify these days, Jack and Luke
(and older brother Quinn, see below) were born to a Jewish mother and a
Catholic father. While their upbringing was mostly secular, the Hughes
family celebrated Passover and Jack had a bar mitzvah. 

Jack Hughes’ first game of the NHL regular season comes on Oct. 13,
when the Devils take on the Philadelphia Flyers in Philly.

Quinn Hughes
Vancouver Canucks, defenseman
Is it possible to discuss one of the Hughes brothers without discussing

them all? Absolutely not. 
Last season, oldest brother Quinn Hughes set a Canucks franchise record

for defensemen with a whopping 68 points. Though only eight of those
points were goals, Quinn has solidified himself as a premiere playmaker.

His only goal: to take more scoring chances on the ice.
“I want to score more, have more shots on net and create more,” Hughes

told press. “I think it’s a mentality and trying to rip it and put it through the
net.”

Quinn Hughes’ first game comes on Wednesday, as the Vancouver
Canucks take on the Edmonton Oilers (and Zach Hyman, see below) in
Edmonton. 

Zach Hyman
Edmonton Oilers, forward
After playing with the Toronto Maple Leafs for six years, forward Zach

Hyman signed with the Edmonton Oilers last summer and never looked
back. The left winger had a stellar 2021-2022 season, recording a career-
high 27 goals and 54 points in 76 games — which included 11 goals and
16 points in 16 playoff games. 

Of all the Jewish players in the NHL, Hyman is perhaps the most vocal
about being connected to his faith and roots. He wears No. 18 for a reason.
“I’m Jewish, and in Judaism, 18 is a lucky number; it’s chai, which means
‘life’ in Hebrew,” he told The Athletic last year.

Hyman comes from a Jewish family in Toronto and attended school at the
Community Hebrew Academy of Toronto. In 2013, he represented Canada
at the Maccabiah Games in Israel, where he won a gold medal.

Last Hanukkah, Zach lit a giant menorah with the Edmonton Jewish com-
munity and told The Athletic in February that he finds it important to speak
up against antisemitism.

You can watch Zach Hyman’s first game on Wednesday, when the Oilers
take on Quinn Hughes’ aforementioned Vancouver Canucks at home.

Adam Fox
New York Rangers, defenseman
While Adam Fox wasn’t the best

defenseman in the NHL in 2022, the
2021 Norris Trophy winner still had
a pretty darn good 2021-2022 sea-
son. The New York Rangers D-man
scored 11 goals and racked up 74
points over the course of 78 games,
including five goals and 23 points in
the playoffs. 

So far in the preseason, Fox has
worn an “A” on his jersey (signify-
ing him as an alternate captain),
sparking speculation that he could
be in the mix for elevated leadership
this season.

Originally from Jericho, New
York, Fox grew up in Long Island’s
Jewish community, where he attend-

ed the nearby Jericho Jewish Center, a Conservative synagogue. He had a
hockey-themed bar mitzvah.

“There are a lot Jewish residents on Long Island, so it’s cool for me to
represent that community,” Fox told JTA last year. “And, you know, there’s
not many Jewish athletes. So to be one of the few and have people who
come from where I come from look up to me… I think it’s definitely pret-
ty special.”

You can watch Adam Fox’s first game on Tuesday, when the New York
Rangers take on the Tampa Bay Lightning at Madison Square Garden. 

Jason Zucker
Pittsburgh Penguins, forward
In the words of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Jason Zucker — who has a

Hebrew tattoo on his left forearm — had a “nightmare” 2021-2022 season
with the Penguins. He seemed to reaggravate a core injury that had required
surgery in 2017; by December he was sitting out of practices and games.
He had another surgery in early 2022 and came back in March only to miss
a few more games after he took a hit to the boards. 

After a summer of rest and rehab, it looks like Zucker might have his
redemption arc. On Sept. 25, he helped the Penguins open their preseason
by snagging a game winning goal against the Columbus Blue Jackets, look-
ing fast and healthy on the ice.

Though Zucker never had a bar mitzvah, he still engages in Jewish tradi-
tions and holidays. “I would do virtual menorah lighting with my family
back while I was out of town playing juniors or college,” he explained to
the Penguins website. 

You can watch Jason Zucker’s first game when the Pittsburgh Penguins
take on the Arizona Coyotes at home on Oct. 13. 

Jakob Chychrun
Arizona Coyotes, defenseman
A good way to measure a player’s talent and value is by who lines up to

trade for him when he wants out of the team he’s on. Since Chychrun made
clear last month that he wants to be traded from the Coyotes to a playoff
contender, several teams have shown interest in the 24-year-old former first
round draft pick whose stock is still on the rise.

And he clearly wants to win.
“Careers are so short, the time flies by, and I’m in my seventh year in the

NHL. It’s just crazy,” he said. “I don’t want these years to keep going by
and be 10, 12 years in and not had a real good chance at not only the play-
offs, but winning the Stanley Cup.”

Born to a Jewish mother and Catholic father, Chychrun told NHL.com
that he grew up celebrating Hanukkah and Christmas.

Mark Friedman
Pittsburgh Penguins, defenseman
After years of fighting for playing time, 2022 could be Mark Friedman’s

breakout season. Some of his younger roster rivals seemed to have better
shots at a final starting defenseman spot (even though Friedman is only 26)
until stumbling this preseason. After playing in only 16 games through his
first three NHL seasons, Friedman played in 26 last year and saw some
playing time in the playoffs, too.

“I’ve had to fight for (ice time) my whole life,” he told Pittsburgh Hockey
Now. “It’s nothing new. So now I’m ready for the challenge.”

The Toronto native who loves his bubbe’s cooking grew up attending
Hebrew school in his early grade school years.

“It’s nice being in a family that’s Jewish,” Friedman told the Pittsburgh
Jewish Chronicle last year. “It’s different from most of the hockey world.
You don’t see too many Jews playing hockey, especially in the NHL. It’s
definitely cool when guys ask about it.”

Honorable Mentions:
Center Luke Kunin

(l-r): Jack Hughes, Quinn Hughes, Zach Hyman and Adam Fox 
(Getty Images)

(Continued on page 19. See “Hockey.”)
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Yiddish explanation
The Yiddish reading group at the Gwen Secter began

with a reading of Sholem-Aleichem’s “Elul” (1909). It
is always good to start the new year from the beginning.
The story is told by a father whose young daughter com-
mitted sucide after the failed 1905 Russian revolution.
He is traveling by train to visit his ancestral graves to
ask for forgiveness and seek solace. In this sad story the
author is creating a Yiddish home away from home.
Come join us in person or in zoom and have a Gmar
Ksima Tova. 

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour Sundays 1:30 -

2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com
On October 16th Rochelle Zucker will celebrate

Simchas Torah. On October 23 Gerry Posner talks
to  Naomi Levine, a Winnipeg lawyer and former
administrative judge for the Canadian Armed Forces. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg

was traded from the
Nashville Predators to
the San Jose Sharks in

July. He played in all 82 games for Nashville last year,
scoring 13 goals.

From 2009-2021, defenseman Jason Demers bounced
around to several different teams. However, this year
has been looking up; in January, Demers was selected to
play for Team Canada at the Beijing Olympics and is
currently signed to a professional tryout with the
Edmonton Oilers. As of publication, there’s no word as
to whether he’ll make the final team alongside Zach
Hyman.

Forward Nate Thompson, who played for the Flyers
last year and converted to Judaism before marrying his
now ex-wife, is currently an unrestricted free agent who
was just released from a professional tryout with the
Los Angeles Kings. Thompson told the Alaska Sports
Report that he intends to sign with the Kings’ American
Hockey League affiliate, The Ontario Reign, in hopes
of still being signed to an NHL team.

on dessert, with all
kinds of rugelach and
cookies,” he added.

Later in the day,
talking to reporters, Baker said that he also gave some
soup to ailing pitcher Luis Garcia.

“I got him some matzah ball soup, so he will probably
be well tomorrow,” Baker told reporters. “He’s
Venezuelan, so he’s probably never had matzah ball
soup or heard of Yom Kippur.”

The Astros will begin defense of their American
League Championship with a playoff series at home
Tuesday, Oct. 11, against either the Seattle Mariners or
Toronto Blue Jays.

Bregman, who did play on Yom Kippur, enters the
postseason with 23 home runs and 93 runs batted in.
The two-time all-star and World Series champion had a
bar mitzvah in 2007 at Congregation Albert in
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

As to how the extra boost of matzo ball soup will help
Houston’s quest for another World Series champi-
onship, Gruber didn’t hold back.

“We know they are going all the way — there is no
doubt,” Gruber said. “And, if we end up playing one of
the New York teams or Los Angeles, it will be good for
business.

“I’ve operated delis in New York and Los Angeles,
but I’ve been here 23 years and will be wearing Astros
colors for sure.”

A version of this article originally appeared in the
Jewish Herald Voice (Houston) and is republished with
permission.

Soup
(Contnued from page 17.)

Hockey
(Continued from page 18)



This year’s Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture, will take place from
November 12 to 19, 2022. 

“The annual festival brings people from all different backgrounds to
gather as one community – the Tarbut community – to experience the best
there is in Jewish music, literary, and film presentations,” said Laura
Marjovsky, Director of Programming at the Rady JCC as well as the 2022
Tarbut Festival Director. 

This year, a wide variety of programs featuring Israeli musicians, speak-
ers, and award-winning films take place at the Asper Jewish Community
Campus, located at 123 Doncaster Street in Winnipeg, as well as a special
engagement at the iconic Canadian Museum for Human Rights (CMHR). 

“Our line-up features an incredible array of talent, including a first-of-its-
kind live concert featuring Israeli musicians Passerby and local pop rock
Indigenous music collective Indian City,” Marjovsky said. “The two
groups will share the stage for the first time ever for a special concert at the
Canadian Museum for Human Rights.” 

Tarbut is presented by the Rady JCC and is produced by Karla Berbrayer.
The Rady JCC is grateful to our title sponsor, TD, as well as to our addi-
tional sponsors: the Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts, The Asper
Foundation, the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, Canadian Museum for Human Rights, Vickar Automotive
Group, United Way, the Winnipeg Free Press, and the Jewish Post & News. 

“It is a proven fact that one of the strongest forms of connection can be
made through music and culture,” saud Marjovsky. “It builds bridges of
communication between various cultures, allowing us to learn from each
other.” 

2022 TARBUT: FEsTIvAL oF JEWIsH CULTURE LINE-UP: 
Saturday, November 12, 8:00 p.m. 
Passerby + Indian City: 
An Exchange of Israeli and Indigenous Culture Through Music (CON-

CERT) 
The Canadian Museum for Human Rights | $15 Member | $20 Non-

Member 
The Tarbut Festival has birthed countless artist firsts performed by musi-

cal mavericks. Co-curated by Indian City’s Neewa Mason and Tarbut
Festival Producer Karla Berbrayer, we are very excited to present the
Passerby + Indian City project. A group of Israeli musicians, Passerby, will
partake in a residency program in Winnipeg with members of the local pop
rock Indigenous music collective Indian City. During several days of learn-
ing, visiting Indigenous sites and sharing music, Passerby and Indian City

will gain understanding about each other’s cultures. 
The culmination is a concert of shared music on stage, with a visual back-
ground of the video created during their time together. 
Sunday, November 13, 7:00 p.m. 

Fiddler’s Journey to the Big Screen (FILM) 
Berney Theatre, AJCC | $10 Member | $12 Non-Member 
2021 marked the 50th anniversary of the film version of ‘Fiddler on the

Roof.’ Fiddler’s Journey to the Big Screen is a delightful documentary, nar-
rated by Jeff Goldblum, that captures the humour and drama of director
Norman Jewison’s quest to bring the iconic stage musical about Jewish life
in Tsarist Russia to the big screen. Journey includes never before seen
interviews with Jewison, composer John Williams, actor Topol and others
who helped make what New Yorker film critic Pauline Kael, “The most
powerful film musical ever.” 

Monday, November 14, 7:00 p.m. 
Primrose Madayag Knazan: Across Cultures, Across the Sea (SPEAK-

ER) 
Berney Theatre, AJCC | $5 Member | $7 Non-Member 
Winnipeg playwright and author Primrose Madayag Knazan will discuss

the intersection of Filipino and Jewish cultural identity in her writing. Her
latest play, Precipice, dives into a woman’s conversion to Judaism, how rit-
ual brings her family together, and a journey that takes her to the
Philippines to follow a story of Jewish survival. 
There will be a Q & A following this presentation led by Cantor Leslie
Emery from Congregation Shaarey Zedek. 

Tuesday, November 15, 7:00 p.m. 
Truth Against Distortion - Survivors Speak Out Against the Rise in Hate

(FILM) 
Berney Theatre, AJCC | Free to Attend 
The students of the Westwood Collegiate Historical Society present their

film Truth Against Distortion – Survivors Speak Out Against the Rise in
Hate. Under the direction of their award-winning teacher, Kelly Hiebert
(Governor General’s Prize for Excellence in Teaching History), students
under the guidance of the Jewish Heritage Centre interviewed local
Holocaust Survivors and produced a film focusing on Survivors’ experi-
ences and the current rise in antisemitism and Holocaust distortion. There
will be a Q & A following this presentation. 

Wednesday, November 16, 7:00 p.m. 
Rami Sherman (Major Reserves – retired) The Story That Never Ends:

Operation Entebbe and Me (SPEAKER) 
Berney Theatre, AJCC | $10 Member | $12 Non-Member 
On June 27, 1976, a plane carrying 248 passengers on route from Paris to

Tel Aviv was hijacked by 4 terrorists. The plane is directed to Entebbe
International Airport in Uganda where the ruler provides support and pro-
tection to the hijackers as they await the response to their demands from the
Israeli government. On June 29 all 148 non-Jewish hostages were released.
The hijackers threaten to kill Jewish hostages if their demands are not met.
On July 4, 1976, Operation Entebbe is ordered operational. In this presen-
tation, you will hear its story from Rami Sherman - someone who was
there. 

Thursday, November 17, 7:30 p.m. 
Lara Secord-Haid & Tadeusz Bernacki present All Mute Things Speak

(CONCERT) 
Berney Theatre, AJCC | $30 Member | $36 Non-Member 
Lara Secord-Haid, soprano, and Tadeusz Bernacki, piano, will perform a

recital braiding poetry from the languages of Sephardi and Ashkenaz Jewry
interwoven by Modern and Contemporary composers from Canada, Israel,
and France. Poets Rosalia de Castro, King Solomon, Yuval Rabin, Rosa
Nevadovska and some mysterious yet eloquent people whose names have
been lost to history, will be featured, as well as Sephardic music from local
composer Sid Robinovitch. 

Friday, November 18, 6:00 p.m. 
Family Musical Shabbat Dinner featuring Orit Shimoni (FAMILY CON-

CERT/DINNER PROGRAM) 
Multi-Purpose Room, AJCC | $16 Adult | $12 Child | Free under 2 
This family musical Shabbat dinner will feature Orit Shimoni, acclaimed

Canadian Israeli musician, who has traveled the world bringing her sweet
and inspiring music to children and adults alike. This special dinner is a
chance to be with your family, enjoy a delicious meal, and participate in the
beautiful music of Shabbat. 

Saturday, November 19, 8:00 p.m. 
Prairie Hearts present A Celebration of Jewish Stars (CONCERT) 
Berney Theatre, AJCC | $30 Member | $36 Non-Member 
For those who caught the closing concert of Tarbut 2021, we have

brought back Part 2 of A Celebration of Jewish Stars from this group of
killer musicians and vocalists. Led by Paul De Gurse on keyboards, with
Julia Kroft and Reid McTavish on vocals, Duncan Cox on guitar, Ruslan
Rusin on bass, and Brendan Thompson on drums, this six-piece band will
go on a journey of outstanding music written by Jewish composers or sung
by Jewish singers.

Tickets and lineup information is available by visiting  www.radyjcc.com
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Rady JCC announces full line-up for 2022 Tarbut Festival of Jewish Culture
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Books/News briefs

How a book I began writing 40 years ago just ended up on Amazon
By MYRoN LovE

I
n my nearly 45 years as a journalist, I have rarely been
one to make my writing all about me.   Rather, I enjoy
telling other people’s stories.  However, this is a heart-

warming story which actually very much includes myself.
As some JP&N readers may recall, last spring, my

daughter, Avra, published her first book of short stories on
Amazon.  Over the past few months, I have been her unof-
ficial marketing agent. I am happy to report that, thanks to
family and many friends – as well as a few complete
strangers, we have been able to sell over 100 books.

For my most recent birthday in August,  Avra and my
younger daughter, Elena, surprised me with a very special
present.  Usually, I receive chocolate and gift certificates to
Chapters – which i always appreciate.  This year, the pre-
sent from my daughters was the draft copy of my first book
which they arranged to also publish on Amazon.

I actually began working on “The Wrong Time and The
Wrong Place: Canadian Airmen Land in Buchenwald”,
more than 40 years ago – shortly after I began my career as
a journalist.

The gist of the book is the true story of 24 Canadian airmen – part of a
larger group of 168 Allied flyers (only one of whom was Jewish) – who
experienced first-hand the horrors of the Nazi concentration camp called
Buchenwald.

The trajectory for all of them began with their being shot down over
France shortly before or after D-Day, rescued by the French Resistance,
betrayed to the Germans and imprisonmened in Fresnes prison just outside
of Paris.  Just before the Allies liberated the French capital, the Nazis emp-
tied out Fresnes, transferring all the prisoners in sealed boxcars to
Buchenwald.

After two months in Buchenwald, the POWs were moved to a regular
POW camp.

I first became aware of this story again early in my writing career when
I was introduced to Harold Bastable.  Harold was a devoted member of the
Royal Canadian Legion (St. James branch) and he was also friendly with
several of the guys who belonged to the largely Jewish General Monash
branch of the legion.  Through the Monash friends, I was told about
Harold’s experience in Buchenwald. 

I interviewed Harold for the Free Press (for which I was freelancing at
the time).  He told me about the other airmen – he had the names of all of
them – and that they were planning a reunion in Victoria.

I immediately saw the opportunity for a book about the
Holocaust from a different perspective.   I (perhaps naively)
believed that non-Jewish witnesses to the horrors might
sway some of these Holocaust deniers (who were all right
wing extremists at that time).

I paid my own way to that reunion in Victoria at the
Empress Hotel – where I met and interviewed many of the
Buchenwald group who were still alive. (Several had
already passed away.)  I interviewed by phone those I had
missed at the reunion.

Then I began writing their story.
It took me several years to write the book. Recall that this

was before computers. I was working with an electronic
typewriter with one page of memory.

As well, I couldn’t afford to take off a block of time from
my day job as a journalist to work on a book which was not
likely to provide  much financial benefit. (I have inter-
viewed enough authors over the years to know that general-
ly you are not going to get rich from writing a book.)

I was also getting busier as a journalist as the number of
magazines I was contributing to continued to grow.

I did apply early on – unsuccessfully - for a Canada Council grant. I
thought it might be helpful for me to actually visit Fresnes prison and
Buchenwald.

By 1989 or 1990, I had finished the book and was ready to try finding a
publisher.  I figured that being a successful journalist, I would have no
problem getting the book published. 

I figured wrong.
I received a number of rejections from publishers noting that they only

published one or two books a year and good luck. One publisher’s com-
ment about the book was “too long for an article, too short for a book.”

A couple of publishers offered to publish if I came up with $5000 towards
publishing costs.  I didn’t have the money nor did I think I should have to
pay for publishing.

So there it sat.  Until now.

“The Wrong Time and the Wrong Place” is available on Amazon for $10
for the E-book version, $15 for the soft cover copy and $25US for hard-
cover.

Or interested readers can contact me at  myjolove1@gmail.com  or 204-
334-4961 about buying a copy.

In landmark ruling, spanish top court says Israel
boycotts are always discriminatory

october 6, 2022 (JTA) — Over
the past several years, dozens of
Spanish courts have rejected Israel
boycotts by nonprofits, municipali-
ties and other groups. Now, the
country’s top court has ruled that
the movement to boycott Israel rep-
resents “discrimination” that
“infringes on basic rights.”

Separately, the Spanish parliament
on Wednesday passed legislation that bars public funding for organizations
that “promote antisemitism.” The law uses the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance definition of antisemitism, which cites as examples
of antisemitism some forms of Israel criticism.

The ruling by the Supreme Court of Spain, which was issued Sept. 20
and published on Tuesday, was about an appeal that a pro-Palestinian non-
profit, Associacion Interpueblos, filed contesting a lower court’s 2020 rul-
ing that called a specific action to boycott Israel discriminatory.

ACOM, a Spanish pro-Israel nonprofit that has sued multiple entities for
discriminating against Israel, claimed the ruling as a major win. Spain was
once a hotbed of efforts by the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions move-
ment against Israel, known as BDS. A slew of lower-court rulings in Spain
had curtailed that trend, but they had pertained only to individual cases and
thus had a limited impact, the group said, but the Sept. 20 ruling will func-
tion as a legal precedent applicable to all cases going forward.

Prior to the appeal, pro-Palestinian groups in Spain had not escalated
appeals to the top court for fear of losing and creating precedent. “Also, it
was a risk for us, but our legal team worked hard and turned that risk into
an historical opportunity,” an ACOM spokesperson wrote in an email to
JTA.

This judicial policy is similar to the one practiced in France, where
attempts to boycott Israel resulted in the 2003 adoption of a law that
declares any attempt to single out countries discriminatory and unconstitu-
tional.

Cover of “The Wrong Time
and the Wrong Place”

The Spanish Supreme Court in
Madrid

german synagogue reports shattered
window during Yom Kippur services

october 6, 2022 (JTA) — A broken window interrupted the final
moments of Yom Kippur services in Hannover, Germany, unsettling a
Jewish community on edge because of prior attacks during the holiday.

It was unclear late Wednesday exactly what had happened at the
Orthodox synagogue in the northern German city, officials there said.
Police are investigating and had learned that there are no video cameras in
the vicinity, according to local media reports. No one was injured in the
incident.

The chair of the synagogue said he believed someone had entered the
synagogue grounds and thrown an object through the window. The syna-
gogue’s rabbi said he believed that the broken window represented an
assault on his community.

“I don’t want to play down what happened, but such criminal acts were
often our historical companions,” Rabbi Shlomo Afanasev wrote on
Twitter, where he posted videos of the broken window. “We will not be
intimidated and will continue to build: our communities, our families, and
Judaism in Germany.”

The incident comes three years after an attack on a synagogue in Halle,
Germany, during Yom Kippur perpetrated by a neo-Nazi extremist who is
now serving a life sentence. Last year, German police said they foiled a
Yom Kippur attack on a synagogue in Hagen planned by a family with ties
to Islamic terrorism.

Rabbi Rebecca Blady, who was present during the attack in Halle and
directs Hillel in Germany from Berlin, tweeted that she had put off signing
online after Yom Kippur because she was afraid of what she would learn.

“Yom Kippur is never quiet here. I delayed returning to my devices and
accounts til hours after the fast ended. To hold the high that I was blessed
to have in Berlin today. Because somehow, in Germany, that high can’t last.
Schade,” Blady wrote, using the German word meaning “pity.”

German officials say they want a full explanation of the incident in
Hannover. “If it is confirmed that the window was smashed, this is not
mere property damage,” Boris Pistorius, the interior minister of Lower
Saxony, Hannover’s region, said in a statement. “Any form of violence
against Jewish life is an attack on our free, open and solidary society.”

The German government reported a 29% increase in antisemitic inci-
dents between 2021 and 2022, with most of the incidents emanating from
the country’s right wing and most relating to online activity.
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Philosophy

The Theory of Creativity

Do not grow old, no matter how long you live.
Never cease to stand like curious children before
the Great Mystery into which we were born. -
Albert Einstein

Full disclosure, the Theory of Relativity is
“Greek to me”. But when I stumbled across the
above quotation a few days ago, on Facebook, it
really hit home. As a curious child of six, when I

became conscious of my mortality, I assumed I would eventually discover
the meaning and purpose of life. 

Yet here I stand (okay, sit), eighty-one years later, on the balcony of our
fourth-floor apartment, sipping green tea, as the sun rises in what we call
“the east,” looking out at the sky, the clouds, the trees, the houses, cars,
trucks, vans, traffic lights, animated Maud Lewis figures jogging, walking
dogs...with the same not quite so innocent but still uncomprehending eyes.
What is this place we call “the world?” How did I get here? More to the
point, where the hell am I going? After spending a relatively long and
uneventful life in the city and country of my birth I remain “a stranger in a
strange land.” 

Thus it was something of a comfort to discover that a fellow traveler,
whose name is synonymous with “genius” was, at roughly the same stage
of his journey, as clueless as I am. Unlike most non-observant Jews, Albert
Einstein did not accept Charles Darwin’s solution to ‘The Great Mystery’ -
namely, that life has no meaning or purpose; the human race simply won
the survival lottery. Einstein didn’t buy it. “God does not play dice with the
universe,” he  opined. 

True, he was referring to Eisenberg’s ‘Uncertainty Principle’ but he could
just as easily have been referring to ‘Natural Selection,’ namely the theory
that homo sapiens (aka the human race) has “evolved” from a single-celled
ancestor, over the past billion or so years, through a countless number of
random mutations, that slightly favoured the lucky mutant - which is not
only pure speculation, but a mathematical impossibility. Devout
Darwinians (aka atheists) claim to be “following the science,” so, I guess,
in their humble opinions, Al Einstein and Ike Newton don’t qualify as “sci-
entists” - even though they had a few theories of their own.

According to rumor, “relativity” more or less put the kibosh to
Newtonian physics. But  Einstein apparently accepted his 18th Century
predecessor’s take on Intelligent Design. “Where there are laws there is a
Lawgiver,” Einstein wrote. But, unlike Newton, he did not believe in a
“personal” God, referring to a literal interpretation of Genesis as “child-
ish.”.] What possible use could an omniscient Creator have for eyes? Not
to mention ears, nose, mouth, arms, legs... 

Let’s face it, Torah fans, the Creation Myth is just that: a myth. Or, if you
prefer, a metaphor. One that no doubt lost something in translation. The
Hebrew (Aramaic?) version of created in His Image obviously does not
refer to The Creator’s physical form, but His essential nature - namely, cre-
ativity. This unique quality, not a larger cranium, is the definitive difference
between a human being and an “animal.”.The thing that separates homo
sapiens from every other species on the planet is that we are not merely
creatures, but mini-creators.

At least, that’s my theory.

Where did it come from? Well, it may have been planted by Isaac
Bashevis Singer. “God is an artist that is continuously experimenting,”
Singer wrote. IMHO he got it half-right. It’s not the Master but his appren-
tices who can’t leave well enough alone. After creating His masterpiece
haShem took the day off. “Here,” he said, handing the keys of the kingdom
to his first-born: “Watch the store.” 

It seemed like a good idea at the time. Adam (aka ‘Son of the red earth’)
was less than thrilled with his caretaker role in the family business. He was
a chip off the old block. But, unlike his better half, he might have been will-
ing to bide his time and work his way up the ladder. Adam’s rib was the fly
in the ointment. “So that’s it?” she kvetched. “You’re happy sitting on your
rear end in your Father’s man cave dreaming up names for the animals? Or
engage in other kindersheh shtick, like drawing those silly pictures on the
wall! What are you, a child?”

“Better I should spend my life raking leaves?”

“What leaves? They never fall off the trees. And those apples, don’t ask.
Here, I picked you one...” 

The rest, as they say, is history. Or, rather, myth. The Garden of Eden was
a nice place to visit, but the honeymoon was over. “Don’t let the East Gate

hit your loincloth on the way out,” the Landlord said. Like they say, be
careful what you wish for - namely, freedom. To make your own choices,
take responsibility for your own life, earn your own living, go into labor,
bear children, then bite the dust. But not until you’ve wandered the face of
your new home, for a few million years, trying to remake it in your own
image. 

Or, at least, renovate it. “Let there be light,” the Master Builder pro-
claimed, then retired without providing a few Shabbat candles. Not to men-
tion: light bulbs. Or, perhaps, an air conditioning unit. Father in heaven,
give us a break; we’re dying down here in the desert! 

Contrary to popular opinion, our species was the least fit to survive. A
four-legged equine is on its feet, munching grass, within a few days of
birth. And it doesn’t take long before a filly is roaming the rain forest,
searching for dinner. Homo sapiens, on the other hand, arrives on the plan-
et as helpless as a babe in arms. Correction: as a helpless babe. We can’t
even feed ourselves, let alone hunt for dinner. By the time a three-year old
child can crawl, let alone walk, a horse of a different color is training for
the Kentucky Derby. 

Unlike our non-sentient siblings, Mother Nature does not nurture us from
cradle to grave. The human race had to pull itself up by its own bootstraps.
We were born with two legs to stand on, but the bicycle was a definite
upgrade. Not to mention the internal combustion engine. First came the
wheel, then came the Tesla. In the beginning was The Word; we had to com-
plete the sentence. Speech, language, the alphabet, numbers, mathematics,
musical notation, the beat goes on... 

Human creativity never takes a day off. Both a blessing and obsession,
the unique gift that distinguishes us from our biological ancestors (and
simian siblings) is the birthright of every human being to visit the planet,
from Bach to the Beatles to the business tycoon that sings in the shower.
Anyone that hums a tune, hangs a picture, paints a toenail, pierces an ear,
bakes a cake, sets a table, plants a garden, builds a better mousetrap (or
body) is exercising his or her creative muscles. 

Which, like iron-pumping, does not necessary increase one’s lifespan.
Creativity has nothing to do with survival. On the contrary, homo sapiens
may be the most endangered species. The higher up the food chain the
more precarious the perch. Unrestrained creativity, like every irresistible
impulse, can be harmful to one’s health...if not lethal. Take Hiroshima.
Please. In the event of a nuclear holocaust the smart money is on the “low-
est” form of life. Maggots, ants and earthworms live in virtual bomb shel-
ters and thrive on biological waste. Scavengers are not only the earth’s
most resilient creatures, but the most essential. They clean up our garbage
dump.  

Unfortunately when haShem was handing out creativity he wasn’t quite
as generous with foresight and humility. Since taking a bite out of the apple
his rebellious little helpers think they have all the answers. We no longer
just talk about the weather, we’re bound and determined to control the cli-
mate. Even if it kills us. We don’t live in our Father’s basement and don’t
need His permission for every little thing. The Ten Commandments have
become The Ten Suggestions. “Be fruitful and multiply” we were told.
“Don’t tell us what to do,” we reply. “We’ve done the math; we can add,
subtract, multiply, divide and conquer.” 

If we feel like being fruitful, we’ll be fruitful. Or just fruits. It’s our
choice. Times change and we have to change with them. This is the age of
scientific miracles and there’s virtually no ecological problem impossible
to solve or biological error that can’t be corrected. We’ll dress the way we
please, sleep with whom we please, marry whom we please, choose our
own “gender”, tattoo every inch of our bodies, pierce every orifice, put lip-
stick on a pig and march down Easy Street on “Gay Pride Day” into a glo-
rious future.  

Or Groundhog Day, whichever comes first. 

Do the words “Sodom and Gomorrah” ring a bell? Let’s face it, science
fans, we’re at war with Mother Nature and Father Time is not our ally. The
clock is ticking. So while the Fat Lady is still warming up perhaps we
should take a step back. Pause and reconsider our original sin: namely,
Pride. Then toss Chuck Darwin’s nihilistic bestseller in the recycling bin
and go back to the biblical drawing board. That haShem created a race of
mini-creators like psalm writer, David son of Jesse, may be an equally half-
baked solution to “The Great Mystery.” But it’s more plausible IMHO than
Robert Zimmerman, son of Abram hairless ape with opposable thumbs,
Jewish nose, nasal voice and a Nobel prize. I’m no Einstein, and I can’t
prove it, but that’s my theory. 

And I’m sticking to it. 

By

By BILL MARANTZ
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He sits casually at a table gazing at a laptop.
Quite a normal scene except for the mask and
cape and the fact the image is on a giant billboard
in Winnipeg.

“It was a lot of fun,” recalled Zac Minuk,
Director of Development, Partnerships &
Communications, Rady Jewish Community
Centre (RJCC). “Especially when people would
text me saying they think they saw me in a green
mask on a huge billboard while driving home.”\

Minuk was a participant in the latest public
awareness campaign promoting signupforlife.ca,
Manitoba’s online organ and tissue donor registry.
The campaign is designed to highlight people
doing ordinary things with some superhero flair –
they have registered their intent to be an organ
and tissue donor. 

This campaign builds on previous messaging
which encouraged Manitobans to have important
conversations with loved ones and pull donor
cards out of wallets and purses. Using phrases
like “Don’t hide your hopes in your handbag” and
“Don’t hide your wishes in your wallet,” the cam-
paign focused on sharing those decisions with
family and registering online.

Despite the elimination of paper donor cards, many Manitobans believe signing a paper organ
donor card or their driver’s licence are still ways to signal donation decisions. This year marks 10
years of online service for the registry and a goal has been set to reach 10,000 new registrations by
the end of 2022. Currently more than 62,000 Manitobans have registered, and the number increas-
es every day. 

“Shining a light on the growing need for organ and tissue donations is crucial right now,” said
Minuk. “Helping spread this message to sign up is something I deeply believe in and am extreme-
ly proud to be a part of.”

Registering online takes two minutes and requires three pieces of information – name, birthdate
and nine-digit Manitoba Health card number. Minuk said when he made the decision to sign up, it
was very simple. 

“The registration experience is extremely easy. If you can use Facebook, you can sign up. If you
know how to shop on Amazon, you can sign up,” he said.

Raising awareness about giving a gift of life is a group effort. Over the years, the signupforlife.ca
team has had the opportunity to participate in different events related to organ and tissue donation
hosted by RJCC. The team was excited when RJCC accepted the invitation to participate in the lat-
est public awareness campaign in a true spirit of partnership.  

Rady JCC Director of Development Zac Minuk lends
his face to organ donation campaign

Zac Minuk:  superhero

University of Manitoba confers the title of Distinguished Professor on long time food scientist  

By MYRoN LovE  
In a lengthy career stretching back 55

years, University of Manitoba
Professor Michael Eskin has received a
great many prestigious awards both in
academia and general society –and he
is not finished yet. Most recently, the
Birningham, England-born  member of
the Order of Manitoba and Fellow of
the Royal Society of Canada was given
the coveted title of “Distinguished
Professor”.

Eskin – who teaches in the Faculty of
Food and Human Nutritional Sciences
- notes that the new title puts him in
select company.  Among other Jewish
academics at the university with the
designation are: archaeologist and anthropologist Haskel Greenfield, and
Drs, Harvey Chochinov, Charles Bernstein and Cheryl Rockman-
Greenberg.

Eskin points out that the title of “Distinguished Professor” is given out
sparingly.  While up to three professors a year may be so honoured, the
maximum number of “Distinguished Professors” at the university at any
one time may not exceed 25, Currently, Eskin reports, the number is 24.

The honour recognizes  academic staff members who have demonstrated
outstanding distinction in research, scholarship, creative endeavours, pro-
fessional service and teaching.

In an earlier interview, Eskin – who has also served our Jewish commu-
nity as  a chazzan for many years, quoted his late mother-in-law as saying

that “you should never retire.” She was right, Eskin observes.  “If I had
retired at 65, I am not sure if I would have accomplished all that I have.”

While he is in his 81st year, Michael Eskin is still not yet ready for retire-
ment. When he does retire though, he will automatically become
“Distinguished Professor Emeritis” rather than having to go through the
process of nomination from the university  senate and approval from the
dean of the retiring professor’s faculty.

Michael Eskin

Iran’s supreme leader blames protests on Israel and US
october 3, 2002 (JTA) — In finally addressing the protests against the

repression of women that have for two weeks roiled his country, Iran’s
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, blamed Israel and the United
States for the unrest.

“I openly state that the recent riots and unrest in Iran were schemes
designed by the U.S.; the usurping, fake Zionist regime; their mercenaries;
and some treasonous Iranians abroad who helped them,” Khamenei said
October 3 in a speech to police cadets in Tehran, remarks which were later
posted in English on his official Twitter account.

The protests that have engulfed the country since Sept. 17 were sparked
by the death in custody of Mahsa Amini, 22, who had been arrested for not
properly wearing a headscarf. There have been hundreds of arrests and
state TV has reported over 40 deaths of protesters and police.

Khamenei did not offer any evidence to back up his assertion, other than
to claim that protests in other countries do not garner as much internation-
al attention and condemnation. Khamenei heads a regime that has for
decades backed the dismantling of Israel and lends logistical support to ter-
rorist groups and some of Israel’s most implacable enemies.

As in many other countries, Israeli women have recorded online videos
in support of the Iranian protesters; at least one set was organized by
Israel’s foreign ministry.



submitted by 
Dr. RUTH AsHRAFI, 
Regional Director Manitoba, 
B’nai Brith Canada

O
n September 29, B’nai Brith
commemorated Canada’s
National Day for Truth and

Reconciliation with a special pro-
gram in the Berney Theatre. 

Peter Yellowquill, a descendant of
Chief Yellowquill, who was one of
the signatories to Treaty One, shared
his experiences as a residential
school survivor. 

His story was followed by the
screening of the movie “Unusual in
Every Way” in the Berney Theatre.
The movie follows Don Barnard,
an Indigenous man from Winnipeg.
In his youth, he goes through
countless foster homes, while
struggling with mental illness. Don
meets Solly Dreman, a Jewish man from Winnipeg who now lives in Israel
where he worked as a professor of psychology until his retirement. The two
become friends. Solly invites Don to visit him in Israel. 

Don is amazed by Israel’s vitality. Familiar with the suffering in the
Holocaust, he is inspired by this vibrant country built on the ashes of a cat-
astrophe. His visit to Israel gives him hope not to despair and not to give
up struggling with his traumatic past.

In his introduction to the movie, Dr. Jon Gerrard spoke of the importance

of friendship as part of the healing
process. The four panelists (Don
Barnard, Solly Dreman, Pastor Roger
Armbruster, and Yolanda Papini-
Pollock) expanded on that theme as
well. Understanding and “just a little
bit of TLC,” as well as working towards mutual acceptance, go a long way
in reconciliation. 

B’nai Brith does not only advocate on behalf of the Jewish community,
but it also fights hatred in all its forms, including discrimination against
marginalized groups. Through the B’nai Brith round-table, we are reaching
out across religious and ethnic communities to support each other in erad-
icating hate and to foster understanding and friendship. 
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B’nai Brith commemorates National Day for Truth and Reconciliation with special program

Participants in the panel dis-
cussion following the screen-
ing of the documentary,
“Unusual in Every Way: (l-r):
Don Barnard, Pastor Roger
Armbruster, and Yolanda
Papini-Pollock

Dr. Jon Gerrard
introduced the film.

Peter Yellowquill, 
descemdamt of Chief
Yellowquill, one of the 

signatories to Treaty One,
shared his experiences as a 
residential school survivor.

Four JWC teams from the 1980s inducted
into Manitoba Basketball Hall of Fame

As we reported in our last issue (Sept. 28) four boys’ basketball teams from Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate were to be inducted into the Manitoba Basketball Hall of Fame
on October 1.

Many former players from those teams  (from 1982-83, 1983-84, 1985-86 and
1988-89), along with family members, showed up at the Victoria Inn on Saturday
evening, October 1, for a banquet and induction ceremony,

Also present were siblings of two former students who had played roles on those
teams: Shawna Fern Rykiss (represented by her sister, Romi Mayes); and Shaun
Filkow (represented by his sister, Lainie Filkow and brother-in-law Bryan
Borzykowski). Shawna Rykiss, who was killed in a terrorist incident in Israel in 1989,
was the manager of the 1988-89 team, while Shaun Filkow, who passed in 1993, was
a player on that same team.

Speaking on behalf of all four teams were Aaron Benarroch and Josh Weinstein.

Members & relatives of four teams from Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate in the ‘80s
gathered at the Victoria Inn on Oct. 1 for a banquet  as the members of those
teams were inducted into the Manitoba Basketball Hall of Fame.

Speaking on behalf of their teammates were: Aaron Benarroch (in the picture at
left, at the podium) and Josh Weinstein (also at the podium).


