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Winnipeg Conservative/Reform
congregations’ virtual Yom Tov

services very well received
By MYRON LOVE

Due to a combination of government-
imposed limitations on numbers and
many people’s reticence in attending

religious services because of COVID, our
community’s congregations were forced to
rethink their usual High Holiday services.  For
both Congregation Etz Chayim and the
Shaarey Zedek, our community’s largest con-
gregations, as well as
Reform congregation Temple
Shalom, the solution was to
live stream  services – a con-
tinuation and expansion of
what they had been doing
since the province went into lockdown in late
March and, for the Shaarey Zedek, a service
that the synagogue has been offering for sever-
al years now. 

And the response, according to both Etz
Chayim’s Executive Director Jonathan
Buchwald  and Ian Staniloff, Congregation
Shaarey Zedek’s executive director, exceeded
expectations.  “Everything went incredibly
well,” Staniloff says, “except for one hiccup
when the shul cloud for all of North America
went down for a short time.”

Staniloff reports that well over 600 “unique
users” tuned in as well as over 400 people lis-

tening on audio only.  “We assume that there
were on average at least 1.5 viewers per house-
hold,” he notes.  “In many households, people
got together as a family to take part. Overall,
we estimate that we had as many, if not more
people, participating in our services.”

(Last year, the Shaarey Zedek reported an
attendance of more than 1,700 for the High
Holidays.)

Staniloff further
reports that, while the
numbers dropped
somewhat for the sec-
ond day of Rosh
Hashonah, participa-

tion for Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur day were
very strong.

Congregation Etz Chayim (where High
Holiday attendance last year was about 850)
offered a virtual service this year - with the
exception of ten people to form an in-person
minyan.

“We organized a task force, incorporating
members with health and safety, technical and
communications expertise, to put our High
Holiday program together, ” Buchwald notes.

“While services are going to look, sound and
feel very different than what we are used to,

The Bermax saga takes a new twist
By BERNIE BELLAN

As reported in various media on October 6,
the three members of the Berent family:
father Alexander, mother Oxana, and son

Maxim, are all now living in Los Angeles, having
gone there in January of this year.

Readers may recall the notoriety surrounding
the Berent family in relation to the charges of
“public mischief” that were laid against them in
April 2019 following the sensational report of
what appeared to be the worst case of antisemitic
vandalism ever having been seen in Winnipeg to
that point, when what appeared to be the targeting
of the Bermax Caffé on Corydon Avenue for van-
dalism drew widespread public attention. (It was
also alleged that Oxana Berent had been attacked
and rendered unconscious by whoever perpetrat-
ed the vandalism.)

In an email issued to various media by lawyer
Michael Lazar of the Broadway Law Group on
October 7, Lazar notes that he is now acting for
Oxana Berent – having taken over from Martin
Glazer. (Phillip Cramer is acting for Maxim
Berent; Cramer is the only one of the three origi-
nal lawyers retained by members of the Berent
family who is still on the case. Brett Gladstone is acting for Alexander
Berent, who was originally represented by James Lowry.)

In Lazar’s email he writes: “In the aftermath
of the events (which took place in April 2019)
there was a great deal of publicity which
exposed the Berent family to ostracism in the
community. Compounded by financial difficul-
ties, the Berents lost both their business and
their family home.”

We searched the title to the Berent home,
which is off Highway 8 in the municipality of
St. Andrews. The property was listed for sale in
July 2019 for $669,000, but remained unsold
until the listing expired in July of this year. 

There are three different mortgages on the
property: one held by the Royal Bank for
$249,318; one by the Cambrian Credit Union
for $1,000,000; and one by something called
Community Futures North Red Inc. for
$150,000. In addition, there are various judg-
ments against various Berent-owned compa-
nies, including Bermax Design and Bermax
Capital, amounting to over $120,000. 

There are  other claims pending against both
Berent-owned companies and Alexander and
Oxana Berent personally.

There is also a
personal judgment against Maxim Berent from
the Royal Bank for $44,000.)

Continued on page 6. See “Synagogues”.

Continued on page 6.
See “Bermax saga”.

Bermax Caffé & Bistro, formerly on
Corydon Avenue, until the sensational story
in April 2019 of an antisemitic attack inside
the restaurant led to a police investigation
that concluded the owners of the restaurant
faked the attack themselves

Always eager to take on new chal-
lenges, Freda Glow now has her
own podcast    

..........page 7
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Community news

Jack London to release memoir: Serendipity: My Path through Life and Law 
The following is taken from a

press release received from a
publicist:

Jack London, the youngest
child and only son of Polish
immigrants, was launched on
his extraordinarily varied public
life at the age of twelve, when
he began to work as a barker at
his parents’ beachside carnival
on Lake Winnipeg. The experi-
ence not only taught him to connect with audiences, and to respect and
admire other cultures, but that life is about taking risks. 

Again and again, over the next half-century, he embarked on new paths,
beginning a long career practising tax law, then following a Master of Laws
from Harvard, as professor and later dean of Law at the University of
Manitoba. After an appointment as Queen’s Counsel of Manitoba, he
served for more than a decade as legal counsel to the Assembly of
Manitoba Chiefs (AMC) and the Assembly of First Nations of Canada,
arguing cases on Indignenous rights before the Supreme Court of Canada
and serving at the side of Grand Chief Phil Fontaine for more than twenty
years. In 1991, the AMC honored London with his own Eagle Feather, for
his role as counsel to the chiefs who, with Manitoba MLA Elijah Harper,
challenged the Meech Lake Accord. 

Throughout, Jack London wrote extensively in both professional and aca-
demic journals, as well as a newspaper columnist on subjects including
criminal, corporate and aboriginal law, politics, taxation, human and civil
rights and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. For many years,
he was also a regular national radio and television commentator and served
as a writer and performer in CBC TV’s documentary “Media Ethics: An
Inquiry into News Morality in Canada”. 

In 1985, he produced and starred in an eight-part CBC television series,
The Right Thing to Do, which investigated the ways in which business and

professional people make ethical deci-
sions. The episode entitled “Lawyers:
Hired Guns or Champions of Justice”
was nominated for an ACTRA Award. 

His autobiography, Serendipity: My
Path through Life and Law, shows how
his experiences in tax and aboriginal law
gave him the unusual opportunity to
simultaneously represent both the most
and least enabled peoples in Canada, a
juxtaposition few have enjoyed. It con-
cludes with his informed perceptions on
the future of First Nations in Canada. 

On Thursday,  October 15, 7:00 pm
CDT McNally Robinson Booksellers &
Heartland Associates are pleased to
present Jack London celebrating the
online launch of Serendipity;  My Path
through Life and Law

Registration is required to directly
participate in the Zoom webinar. The
event will be simultaneously streamed

on  and available for viewing thereafter. 
Those independent links are:

Zoom registration:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EqdqEk3pRoOVKNCP89KBYg
YouTube streaming link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvX9uWL_GbA

(No need to register for the YouTube stream if people simply want to
watch along live or thereafter.)

(We wll have a full review of Serendipity: My Path through Life and Law
in our next issue.)

JACK LONDON

The cover of Jack London’s
memoir. Readers may rec-
ognize the Winnipeg Beach
watertower. Working sum-
mers at his mother’s arcade
as a barker helped hone
London’s later skills as a
lawyer, he writes.
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Canadian news

Stickers with ‘malicious blood libel’ 
posted in downtown Halifax, Nova Scotia

By MARCY OSTER
(JTA) Oct. 7, 2020

— Stickers that seem
to blame Jews for the
spread of the coron-
avirus were found
posted throughout
Halifax, the capital of
the Canadian
province of  Nova
Scotia.

The sticker reads
“The Bug That
Backfired COVID-
19,” flanked by a Star
of David and a symbol of the Freemasons.

The stickers were found throughout downtown Halifax and on some uni-
versity campuses, the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. reported on Sunday.

The Atlantic Jewish Council, which represents the Jewish communities
of eastern Canada, called the stickers a “malicious blood libel” in a tweet.

“The implication is that the Jewish community was the cause of COVID-
19, which obviously is completely false and very anti-Semitic,” Naomi
Rosenfeld, the council’s executive director, told the CBC.

According to the CBC report, Halifax police have asked the public to
help identify a man they want to talk to about what police are now calling
a hate crime. 

Police want to talk to a white man in his 60s, standing about five feet six
inches, with a slim build and no facial hair. He was seen wearing a round
brim hat, a brown or tan jacket or trench coat, and possibly carrying an old-
fashioned suitcase or briefcase. 

Police said he's been seen on Spring Garden Road, Quinpool Road and
near the Mount Olivet Cemetery. 

"Investigators believe this man may have information that could assist
with the investigation into this incident," Const. John MacLeod said
Thursday. 

Stickers began appearing throughout Halifax
in early September. They seem to blame Jews
for the coronavirus.

Annamie Paul becomes first Black and
Jewish Canadian party leader

By MARCY OSTER 
(JTA) Oct. 4, 2020 — Toronto attorney

Annamie Paul made history when she was
elected head of Canada’s federal Green Party
on Saturday, October 3rd.

Paul, 47, is the first Black permanent leader
of a major federal political party in Canada,
and the second Jewish person, the Canadian
Broadcast Corporation reported. David Lewis,
former leader of the left-wing NDP party, was
the first Jewish party head. The daughter of
Caribbean immigrants to Canada, Paul con-
verted to Judaism in 2000 while working on a
master’s degree at Princeton University. Her
conversion was supervised by the director of the campus Hillel, a
Conservative rabbi. (To read about Annamie Paul's surprising Winnipeg con-
nection through that rabbi, go to http://jewishpostandnews.ca/8-fea-
tures/514-annamie-paul-candidate-for-leadership-of-the-green-party-had-a-
surprising-winnipeg-connection-unknown-to-her-until-recently).

Paul has been married to Mark Freeman, a Jewish international human
rights lawyer, for nearly 25 years, and is the mother of two teenage boys.

“It’s a faith that has really spoken to me: the universality, the humanistic
values … I’m very much guided by the idea that if you save one person, you
save the world,” Paul told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency about her rela-
tionship to Judaism in June.

Paul faced some racist and anti-Semitic attacks during the campaign to
head the Green Party, including being called the N-word in online comments
during a virtual town hall, and a “f**king Jew” in a live chat, the CBC
reported.

Paul has previously worked as an advisor at the International Criminal
Court in The Hague and as a political officer in Canada’s Mission to the
European Union in Brussels.

The Green Party has three seats out of 338 in the Canadian parliament’s
House of Commons.

To read more about Annamie Paul and her career to to http://jewishpo-
standnews.ca/8-features/489-annamie-paul-wants-to-be-the-first-black-jew-
ish-leader-of-a-canadian-party

ANNAMIE PAUL

JNF CANADA HOUSE OF EXCELLENCE
The JNF Canada House of Excellence will serve as an after school, 

informal education, empowerment, and enrichment centre for 

high school youth from Sderot and its surroundings, who will be 

provided with the necessary tools and skills for academic and 

personal success.

The building will be fortified, protecting students and staff from 

rocket and mortar attacks and will also be accessible to people 

with disabilities. Its design will be invitingly clean and bright, with 

large windows to let in natural light, colourful wall illustrations, 

and open spaces, creating an environment and ambiance unlike 

that of a school.

The multipurpose hall will be used for workshops, lectures, 

performances and film screenings.

 FOR REGISTRATION OR FOR MORE INFORMATION:
204-947-0207   WINNIPEG@JNF.CA   JNF.CA/WINNIPEG/EVENTS

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 
OF MANITOBA AND SASKATCHEWAN

C O R D I A L LY  I N V I T E S  YO U  T O

100 FAMILIES IN 100 HOMES 
A VIRTUAL PERFORMANCE BY YIDLIFE CRISIS 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE…
IN SUPPORT OF JNF CANADA HOUSE OF EXCELLENCE

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2020 | 8PM
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In putting together this issue the focus gradu-
ally became one of profiling various artistic,
literary, and musical endeavours in which

members of our community have been involved
during these most difficult times.

We don’t  plan a theme well in advance of
compiling a particular issue; we do try and
change things up from one issue to another
though. I’m sure that reading an endless litany of

depressing news about COVID is not something to which you’d look for-
ward in this newspaper.

As various emails or phone calls begin to informs us over the course of
time of a new book or some other project that may have a Jewish Winnipeg
connection – and the information about  which we learn is not likely to be
reported in other media, we start the process of researching and reading,
perhaps assigning stories, and in some cases, attempting to obtain rights
from other publications to reprint stories.

And then a story jumps out totally unexpectedly, which was the case with
the Bermax story on page 1. While other media in town were all over the
story – and I was even asked to comment on the story by a CBC reporter
(as if I had any new information to offer – all I could do was relate my own
experiences dealing with the very interesting Berent family members over
the years), I began to think that there were elements to the story which had
been missed by other media.

That is why I decided to do some digging into certain aspects of the
Berent financial situation that have, so far, not been reported anywhere else
to my knowledge. Luckily, I had access to certain records in our own data-
base that eventually allowed me  to obtain a copy of the title to the Berent
family home off Highway 8. I have to admit that I was quite shocked to see
that it was mortgaged to the tune of almost $1.4 million (even though it’s
value is nowhere near that and was listed recently at $669,000, but
remained unsold). 

Other reporters - and I myself, have noted that there are judgments total-
ing six figures against various Berent owned businesses, also a personal
judgment against Maxim Berent, but when I learned that their total indebt-
edness is actually in the seven figure range, it now seems evident that their
financial situation here is even worse than what has already been reported.
Yet, as I asked several times when I wrote about the vandalism that
occurred at Bermax Caffé in April 2019: If the Berents did perpetrate the
entire affair, how on earth did they think trashing their own restaurant could
somehow lead to their salvaging what it now appears clear was a hopeless
financial situation?

But, as someone who had got to know Maxim and Oxana Berent to a cer-
tain extent, the contradictory behaviour they so often exhibited may pro-
vide a clue as to what eventually happened. For me, one of  the single most
surprising things the Berents ever did in running their restaurant (aside
form being consistently rude to patrons) was indicative of how strangely
they could behave. (By the way, I doubt we’ll ever find out what really hap-
pened the night of April 18, 2019 as it seems unlikely this case will ever
come to trial. As I note in my story about the Berents now living in Los
Angeles, they had a very successful business in Israel before they came to
Manitoba. Need I say more?)

Something that really shocked me about  Maxim and Oxana  Berent was
when they decided to trans-
form what had been a fully
kosher restaurant into a non-
kosher restaurant – and the
first day that they reopened as
a non-kosher restaurant was
the first day of Rosh Hashanah
2018! If the Berents had the
effrontery to metaphorically
spit in the faces of observant
Jews here in Winnipeg with
such blatantly insulting behav-
iour, then I’m not surprised
that they’ve turned to another
Jewish community for support
when they found themselves in
terrible trouble with the law.

I’m also not surprised that
the Berents were offered help
by the Chabad community in
Los Angeles. Different Chabad
communities behave different-
ly from one another. Readers
may also recall the sordid story
of Rabbi Ya’akov Simmonds,
formerly of Winnipeg, who
fled the scene here when he
was about to face arrest for a
number of sex related charges.

Apparently Rabbi Simmonds was also offered help by other Orthodox
communities (and not here in Winnipeg, I want to make absolutely clear!).
The last report I’ve seen had Rabbi Simmonds living in Ukraine, but that
was quite some time ago.

Still, the notion that Orthodox Jews in other jurisdictions offer refuge to
Jewish individuals who may be attempting to flee bad situations in their
home locations simply because they are nominally observant is disturbing.
So is the idea that any Jew can move to Israel and establish residency based
on the “law of return”. Apparently though, unless you can provide proof
that is acceptable to the Orthodox rabbinate which decides who is a Jew in
Israel, you may or not be accepted for citizenship. 

Which leads to my disgust at the stories emanating both from Israel and
New York City about how some ultraOrthodox Jews are not only refusing
to abide by the restrictions placed upon them by health authorities, they are
attacking other Orthodox Jews who insist that the regulations be followed.
(Read our story on page 11 about how a mob of Hasidic Jews cornered a
fellow Hasidic journalist in New York City and began attacking him
because he had been writing about how so many Hasids were blatantly vio-
lating social distancing rules.)

But, let me turn to something far more pleasant – the creative juices that
are flowing in so many members of our community in various forms. We
have stories this issue about four members of our own Winnipeg Jewish
community who have been involved in different forms of literary,  artistic,
and musical expression: Jack London, who has written an endlessly fasci-
nating memoir (story on page 2); Allan Levine, about whom I wrote in our
last issue, and whose latest book I review in this issue (on page 19); Gayle
Freed, who has mounted an art exhibit at the Gas Station Theatre (about
which Susan Turner – who knows a thing or two about art herself, writes,
on page 12); and James Cohen, about whom we wrote in 2018, who has
now released a video of his song “Dreaming My Life Away” (story on page
23).

In addition to those current Winnipeggers, we have stories that refer to
ex-Winnipeggers involved in their own artistic and literary pursuits:
Shelley Werner, who now lives in Calgary and who, together with two
other Jewish women, has put together an online project that focuses on
Judaica (on page 14); and Lucy Lipari, daughter of Holocaust survivor Rita
Chabelski, who, together with her husband Richard, has written a mystery
novel that certainly has all the ingredients of a best-seller (on page 22).

As well, we have stories about other members of our community who
deserve recognition for achievements in different fields, including Josh
Morry, who now lives in Toronto, and who led a successful fight to ban
Israel Apartheid Week from the University of Manitoba campus in 2013. I
admit that at the time I was not supportive of what Josh was doing since I
knew many of the leaders of the IAW movement here in Winnipeg were, in
fact, Jewish themselves, and my perception of what Josh was trying to do
was to unfairly limit free speech. I also draw a clear distinction between
what was happening at the Universities of Manitoba and Winnipeg and
other institutions of higher learning in Canada, such as Concordia, McGill,
York, and the University of Toronto –where antisemitism was and still is a
major concern. I realize, however, that trying to provide a more nuanced
view of things like Israel Apartheid Week is not popular among many read-
ers. Defending free speech is not always easy.

Martin Zeilig, who might be considered our resident expert on ecology,
contributes a typically well-researched interview with Seth Klein (on page
20) who, Martin explains, is one of Canada’s foremost thinkers when it
comes to tackling climate change.

In that vein, we offer congratulations here to Annamie Paul, newly elect-
ed leader of the federal Green Party. This issue marks the third time we
have devoted some space to writing about Ms. Paul, who carries the unusu-
al distinction of being both Black and Jewish. (I admit: We wouldn’t have
published anything about her had she not been Jewish.)

However, after listening to Annamie Paul being interviewed on CBC’s
“The Current”, I have to say that she doesn’t come across as anything other
than a polished politician who may be articulate, but hardly offers anything
that might be considered radically different from either the NDP or
Liberals. But, we’ll give her some time to define herself more clearly in the
public’s perception before we offer a definitive appraisal of her leadership.

Lastly, I wanted to refer to what some readers might think has become a
steady diet of pro-Trump pieces in this paper. By now, we’re all used to
reading Myron Love’s adoring columns in which Donald Trump is held up
as a true defender of Israel. Also, last issue I printed a piece by reader
Royle Derbitsky, who suggested Trump is deserving of the Nobel Peace
Prize. Now, in this issue we have an opinion piece by Jonathan Tobin, edi-
tor of the Jewish News Service, who argues that Trump isn’t really a racist
- because Trump doesn’t himself understand what he’s saying.

I explained last issue that I’ve been publishing all these pro-Trump
pieces, not because I agree with them, but because I wanted readers who,
like me, may detest Trump, the opportunity to read what intelligent Jews
have to say when it comes to defending a man who is so hopelessly incom-
petent in performing the word’s most important job.
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Comment

A tale of two political parties and 
two Jewish communities

There is a great deal of similarity between the
trajectories of Great Britain’s Labour Party
and the Democratic Party in the United

States.  Both left-wing parties have descended
into outright antisemitism. The response of the
respective Jewish communities in the U.S. and the
U.K. however has – to this point – has been radi-
cally different.

First, let us consider the British experience.  As
in the U.S. where American Jewry has traditionally largely supported the
Democratic Party, British Jewry has mainly voted Labour.  For the past 20
years, as pointed out by writer Neville Teller in an August 12 article in The
Jerusalem Post, Labour has been growing ever more antisemitic.    

Teller cited, as an example, remarks by former two-term London mayor
– and Labourite - Ken Livingstone who, at various times, praised Egyptian
extremist cleric Yusuf al-Qaradawi, who described Adolf Hitler as having
put Jews “in their place,” and supported suicide attacks on all Israelis,
including women; compared a Jewish journalist to a concentration camp
guard; and, in May 2014, informed the BBC that “Margaret Thatcher’s
government had won votes in the London constituency of Finchley
because the Jewish community had got richer.”

The situation worsened considerably when fringe Labour MP Jeremy
Corbyn became leader of Britain’s Labour Party in September 2015.
Corbyn during his career  never met an extremist he wasn’t proud to call a
friend.  He was an ardent supporter of the IRA when the Irish separatists
were bombing England and he boasted about his close friendship with the
Islamic extremist group Hamas, which rules Gaza and which is dedicated
to destroying Israel. 

In response to the open antisemitism expounded by Corbyn and several
other Labour MPs, the Jewish community united and condemned the
Labour party’s antisemitic tilt with one voice. Jewish electoral support for
Labour has collapsed.  In the most recent election last fall, Labour suffered
its worst defeat ever and Corbyn thankfully resigned.

The new Labour Party leader, Sir Keir Starmer (whose father-in-law is
Jewish) quickly condemned antisemitism within Labour ranks and vowed
to root it out. He has apologized to the Jewish community and quickly
removed a member of his shadow cabinet who had endorsed an antisemit-
ic allegation against Israel that was published in an online newspaper.

Starmer’s approach is going a long way to rebuilding trust for the party
within Britain’s Jewish community.

Now, consider the American Democratic Party.  Joe Biden, the presiden-
tial nominee, just a couple of weeks ago, described The Reverend Louis
Farrakhan as one of his “mentors’.  Farrakhan’s antisemitic attitudes are
well known, yet this is a man whose blessing is eagerly sought after by
many elected Democratic politicians in Washington.

Then you have Linda Sarsour, another well-known anti-Israel extremist.
After announcing her support for Biden at the Democratic Convention,
Biden first denounced her  - followed the next day by his campaign team
walking back the denunciation.

As well, the infamous “squad’, the quartet of first-term congresswomen
– Ilhan Omar, Rashida Tlaib, Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez and Ayanna
Pressley – have repeatedly made antisemitic comments.  Not only have
their fellow Democratic congressmen failed to condemn them, but these
self-same Democrats, many of them Jewish, immediately accused
President Trump of being a racist for condemning the foursome for their
antisemitic remarks.

If you are unable to condemn antisemitism in your ranks, then you are
condoning and enabling it.

Most recently, on September 16, about two-thirds of Democrats in
Congress voted against a resolution which would include antisemitism as
a form of discrimination alongside race, colour and national origin.

So, what is the response of America’s Jewish communal organizations
(other than the Orthodox community)?  To ignore the antisemites on their
(Democratic Party) side while continually slamming President Trump, an
individual with a long history of support for Jewish organizations and insti-
tutions in the United States and Israel and who has been honoured in the
past by many of those same organizations, as an “antisemite”.  

The only “cure” for the Democratic Party may be a repeat next month of
the trouncing that Britain’s Labour Party suffered at the polls.

As for America’s Jewish voters, it is far past the time that American
Jewish religious and secular leaders raised their voices in calling out anti-
semitism among the ranks of the Democratic Party. Sadly, I can’t see it
happening any time soon.

Asking the wrong questions 
about extremist violence

The misleading claim that Trump refused to condemn white
supremacists helps obscure the truth about divisive racial
issues, rather than clarify them

(September 30, 2020 / JNS) He did it again.
When presented at the first presidential debate of
2020 with another opportunity to make a
straightforward condemnation of white
supremacists, he refused. Or at least that’s what
many headlines screamed the next morning after
the train wreck of a debate that was held in
Cleveland. The responses from liberal Jewish
groups and most of the chattering classes were

angry. According to them, Trump had dog-whistled to extremists and made
it clear that he was on the side of the neo-Nazis, the Ku Klux Klan and the
Proud Boys, an offshoot of the alt-right that was recently seen marching in
Portland, Ore.

As with so much of what this president has said, including his much-crit-
icized comments about the August 2017 neo-Nazi rally in Charlottesville,
Va., his comments were imprecise, and not uttered in the matter that politi-
cians traditionally use and which they should employ.

It’s also true that like so much of the coverage of Trump’s statements, the
summaries of the exchange are inaccurate and misleading.

Trump didn’t refuse to condemn white supremacists. But he didn’t state
that position, which has been repeated many times during his presidency
and put into policy, in the sort of normative declarative statement that, in
theory, would have ended the discussion. That’s why no matter how biased
so much of the coverage of this event has been, Trump bears the responsi-
bility for what followed.

Even if we acknowledge that fact, the latest edition of these tit-for-tat
battles between Trump and the press about white supremacism didn’t do a
thing to give us any pertinent information about the nature of the real
extremist danger. Nor did it help a Jewish community that is understand-
ably sensitive about anything to do with possible threats to its security to
better understand what it should also be worried about.

The exchange with moderator Chris Wallace with interjections from Joe
Biden went as follows:

Wallace: “Are you willing tonight to condemn white supremacists and
militia groups, and to say that they need to stand down and not add to the
violence at a number of these cities, as we saw in Kenosha and as we’ve
seen in Portland?”

Trump: “Sure, I’m willing to do that, but I would say that almost every-
thing I see is from the left-wing, not from the right-wing. I’m willing to do
anything. I want to see peace.”

Wallace: “Well, then, do it, sir.”
Biden: “Say it. Do it. Say it.”
Trump: “You want to call them, what do you want to call them? Give me

a name. Go ahead, who would you like me to condemn?”
Wallace: “White supremacists.”
Biden: “Proud Boys.”
Trump: “Proud Boys, stand back and stand by. But I’ll tell you what,

somebody’s got to do something about Antifa and the left because this is
not a right-wing problem.”

Parsing out what was said here isn’t hard. Contrary to the headlines,
Trump didn’t refuse to condemn these groups. Although he spoke collo-
quially, saying, “Sure. I’m willing to do that,” was, in fact, a statement of
assent.

But Trump didn’t rephrase it as Wallace, with Biden egging on the mod-
erator, demanded. Trump always refuses to do as bidden when placed in
such situations, no matter how easy or obvious it would be to do so to sim-
ply say, “Yes, I condemn them.” And telling the Proud Boys to “stand
back” was, at least in Trump’s mind, also assenting to Wallace’s question.
Unfortunately, adding the rhetorical flourish of “stand by” could be inter-
preted as diminishing the significance of the first phrase and may well have
encouraged the group.

It’s easy to say Trump should have given Wallace what he wanted. But
part of the problem here is that Trump knows that he has issued many
declarative statements condemning white supremacy throughout his presi-
dency, and it never satisfies those who are eager to pin the label of “extrem-
ist” on him. This impels him to petulant defiance that is foolish but not
racist.

Trump’s refusal to learn to speak like a politician and issue careful, mod-
ulated statements, inevitably invites opponents to both cherry-pick words
to suit their preferred interpretation and cause the speaker to be mislabeled
and be condemned.

As with the Charlottesville statement, it’s the spin of Trump’s opponents
that will dominate the narrative about the debate. An objective look at that
shows that the “very fine people” line was about those who objected to the
removal of statues, not neo-Nazis. But many will still remember the debate
as the time when Trump didn’t condemn racists.

As much as this latest blot
on his reputation is, in large

Continued on page 10. See “Tobin”.

By

MYRON LOVE

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN
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Rabbi Kliel, Cantor Tracy and our
entire Ritual team will offer a most
meaningful and memorable ‘Virtual
Sanctuary’ for Rosh Hashanah and

Yom Kippur”, Buchwald reassured synagogue members in an email sent
out to congregation members in the summer.  “Our own Virtual Voices
choral ensemble under the direction of Sarah Sommer will bring a special
depth and beauty to our services. ” 

Etz Chayim asked members to buy virtual seats beforehand.  People were
really supportive, ” Buchwald says.

He reports that 370 households signed on to participate in the services.
“That would be the equivalent of about 700 people.  We also had people
tuning in from other parts of Canada, Mexico City and Australia.”

The virtual service, he adds, also incorporated Etz Chayim’s long-stand-
ing “Family of Roses” alternative service, led by Rabbi Neal and Carol
Ros,e as well as separate pages for childrens stories and crafts. ”

Temple Shalom’s virtual High Holidays programming also attracted for-
mer members from across Canada as well as viewers from New Mexico,
France and Romania.

”We had a fabulous response, ” says Judith Huebner, the congregation’s
co-president.  “For Kol Nidre, we had 100 people on Zoom and 500 more
viewed the service on Facebook later.”

Certain parts of the High Holiday service were available online only for
Temple Shalom members.

Rounding out our community’s Conservative congregations is the Chevra
Mishanyes congregation in Garden City.  For Rosh Hashonah, reports the
congregation’s long-time president, Marshall Kneller, the plan was to have
two services each day with about 50 in attendance for each service.  As it
turned out, only one service was held each day. 

“We had a little under 50 for Rosh Hashonah,” Kneller notes.  “As for

Yom Kippur, we were going to offer two services but, after Winnipeg was
raised to Code Orange, a lot of people were concerned and reluctant to
come for services. It was a tough choice but, in the end, we decided to can-
cel services for Yom Kippur. With all things considered, we wanted every-
one to feel safe.

“We did have a service for Sukkot though.” 

Our community’s Orthodox synagogues, precluded by halakhah from
attempting virtual Yom Tov services, did the best they could under the cir-
cumstances.  The Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Congregation, the largest of the
Orthodox synagogues,  held three separate services each day of Rosh
Roshanah, with the third service combining mincha (the afternoon service)
and maariv (the evening service).

“A lot of our people who had registered to attend chose not to attend our
services,” says Jack Craven, the congregation’s president.  “We had 40 to
50 people attending  each of the two morning services and 25 to 30 in the
evenings.  For Kol  Nidre, our numbers were down considerably.  For Yom
Kippur day, we davened outside.”

Craven adds that the congregation did have Sukkot services inside which
were reasonably well attended and followed the mandated protocols.

For the Lubavitch Centre, it was business almost as usual for the High
Holidays.  “There were some logistics we had to arrange – and we did ask
for reservations,” Notes Rabbi Boruch Heidingsfeld.  “Our numbers were
down because of social distancing requirements and some people were
uncomfortable with coming.

“Our services were much the same as any other year, but we did a lot less
singing.  It’s harder to do through a mask.”

The two North End Orthodox shuls that had minyans for the High
Holiday services – the Ashkenazi and Chavurat Tefila – were able to hold
services – with reduced numbers – for Rosh Hashonah but, as with the
Chevra Mishnayes, were not able to offer Yom Kippur services.

Synagogues
(Continued from page 1)

On September 24 of this year the
Royal Bank began foreclosing proceed-
ings on the property off Highway 8. 

Lazar’s email continues: “They had no
community support in Winnipeg, but
were offered support by the Chabad
movement in Los Angeles. They advised
the court of their intention to relocate to
California, and were told that they were
free to go so long as they maintained
contact with their defence lawyers and
returned for their trial. They relocated to
California in January 2020.

“The subsequent arrival of the
COVID pandemic raised difficult pro-
cedural issues in the case. Manitoba
currently requires people arriving from
the United States and elsewhere outside
of Western Canada  to quarantine for
two weeks upon their arrival in
Manitoba. This means that the Berents would have to return to Manitoba at
least two weeks before the scheduled trial dates and quarantine here for two
weeks. They had nowhere to do that, and do not have the means to quar-
antine in a hotel for two weeks.”

Presumably the Berents entered the United States on what is known as a
B2 Visitor Visa, which is normally good only for six months. The Berents
entered the United States in January, which means their visa would nor-
mally have expired either in June or July. Under certain circumstances vis-
itors can request a further six-month extension of that visa.

Toward the end of his email Lazar also says the following: “The intent
here (and this was expressed on the record by the crown attorney and con-
firmed by the defence lawyers) was that the Berents could return to
Winnipeg and report to the police once COVID has receded and the quar-
antine requirements were removed. They would be released on a new bail
and new trial dates would be scheduled. This was a creative and coopera-
tive effort between crown and defence to deal with one of the unique chal-
lenges raised by the pandemic situation.”

While we have no way of knowing what is in the minds of the Berents,
the option of returning to Israel (where they lived before moving to Canada
in 2006) is open to them. While Israel does not necessarily extend the
“right of return” to a Jew with a criminal record, (Article 2(b) of the Law
of Return asserts that an entry visa will not be granted to a Jewish person

if they have a criminal record
that suggests they may pose a
risk to public safety), none of
the Berents have been convicted
of a criminal offence.

The following information is
taken from an article I wrote
about the Berent family in 2013:
“Originally from Ukraine,
where Maxim’s father, Alex,
worked in the design and pro-
duction of custom-made furni-
ture and cabinets with Maxim’s
grandfather and his mother,
Oxana, worked first as an engi-
neer – later joining the Berent
family business, the family
moved to Israel 22 years ago.
Of all places to live the Berents
ended up in Metulah, Israel’s
northern-most location, where
they began selling furniture
produced for them at nearby
Kibbutz Hagoshrim. The fami-

ly opened a furniture store in Kiryat Shmonah…”

“When the Berent family moved to Manitoba eight years ago (in 2006),
settling in the St. Andrews area, it wasn’t long before word of their ‘old
world’ craftsmanship spread, and the orders began pouring in. As a matter
of fact, Oxana Berent has been nominated for the 2013 ‘Woman
Entrepeneur of the Year’ award for her work in developing Bermax into a
design and manufacture company of great repute.”

Thus, it would not be difficult to conceive of the Berents re-establishing
themselves in Israel – if they should so choose. (Presumably, they could
also return to Ukraine if they still hold Ukrainian citizenship.) While Israel
does have an extradition treaty with Canada, it hardly seems likely that the
Crown in Manitoba would go to the trouble of initiating extradition pro-
ceedings with Israel over a charge of public mischief any more than the
Crown is likely to do that with American authorities. 

Also, given the fact that they have been given help by the Chabad move-
ment in Los Angeles, it is not difficult to conceive of the Chabad movement
(or perhaps some other Jewish movement) helping the Berents to move
back to Israel – once the COVID epidemic subsides.

Of course, this is all mere speculation on our part. As Michael Lazar
makes clear in his email, the Berents say they are quite willing to return to
Winnipeg to face trial “once COVID has receded”.

Bermax saga
(Continued from page 1)

The Berent home and millwork production area off Highway 8. 
The building at left was the site of Bermax Design which, according

to information posted online, was a “leading designer and manufac-
turer of custom millwork for residential and commercial clients. Our
main work involves design and production of custom kitchens, unique
wood exterior and interior doors and architectural millwork.”

As of the time of writing, there were three different mortgages on
the property: for $249,318, $1,000,000, and for $150,000.

On September 24 of this year the Royal Bank began foreclosure pro-
ceedings on the property.



By MYRON LOVE

Freda Glow is proof positive that one is never too
old to try something new (health permitting).  A
few weeks back, the long-time writer and jour-

nalist – who is turning 88 in December – embarked
on a new venture with “A Blast From The past” – a
podcast which can be heard on nostalgia radio station
CJNU 93.7 (www.cjnu.ca) on Fridays between 12:30
and 1:00 P.M. as part of Adam Glynn’s “Community
Café” series.

Frreda reports that she has recorded seven episodes
so far with 30 more stories ready to go.

In her stories for the podcast, she recalls her mem-
ories of significant events throughout her life –
including such historic times as the Depression and
World War II, the polio epidemic in the 1950s, the space race culminating
in the first moon landing, the divisions brought about by the Vietnam War,
and the technological revolution.

“It has been a marvel for me to see how the technology in science fic-
tion has now become reality,” she comments.

While Glow did some writing of poetry in school, it wasn’t until her sons
started school and she had some free time that she began to pursue writing
as an avocation. She started her writing career with a local publication
called the West Kildonan Citizen.

“I initially approached the editor about printing some of my poetry,” she
recalls.  “She suggested that I try writing prose.”

For five decades, she reports. She worked as a staff writer for various
West Kildonan weekly publications.  She also was a contributor to The
Jewish Post & News for many years.

“I love writing,” she says.  “When I become engrossed in writing a story,
hours can go buy and I don’t notice.”

In addition to her writing, Glow has volunteered her time with a pletho-
ra of community organizations.  “I have belonged to almost every Jewish
women’s group in the city,” she recalls. 

She has also been a member of the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre
at Syd Glow Place ( so named in honour of her late husband) for more than
10 years.  Her participation has included writing some plays that have been
performed by Gwen Secter members (including herself). 

She notes that she was scheduled to receive a Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg Shem Tov Award for her volunteer activities at the spring Koved
Evening, which was cancelled due to COVID.

“A Blast From the Past” is based on stories that she wrote five years ago
for her own enjoyment.   She began working on the podcasts a couple of
months ago with the assistance of producer Grant Simpson.

“Grant came here from the Yukon,” she notes. “He has been putting on

vaudeville shows for 40 years.  He helped me with the
technical side.  He came over a couple of times and
we recorded  several hours worth of stories.”

This writer listened to her first podcast – a well
written collection of memories from her childhood in
the Depression – about the anticipation and excite-
ment of getting a new dress once a year and having
her mother invite a hobo in for a meal.

“I tend to act at times while reading the stories,”
she says.  “Because I am seeing things during the
Depression through the eyes of the child I was, for
example, I read those stories using a little girl’s voice.

“I also try to give each of my stories a little twist at
the end,

“People whom I know have been telling me that
they have really enjoyed my podcasts.”

(The podcasts can also be heard online at www.fredaglow.com.)  
“I never thought that I would be one of those old people,” she observes.

“Being in your 80s
makes a really big
difference.  But I am
gratified that I am still
here and that I am still
curious about things
of interest.  Curiosity
really keeps you
going.  I still like
interviewing people
and making new
friends.”

And Glow’s podcasts
are not her last hurrah
either.  She is also
organizing her stories
with the aim of eventu-
ally putting together a
book.

Lifelong writer Freda Glow takes to the airwaves in new podcast
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FREDA GLOW

New US sanctions cut Iranian banks off from
the world finance system

By RON KAMPEAS
(JTA)  Oct. 9, 2020— New U.S. sanctions on Iran, which target 18

Iranian financial institutions and penalize non-Iranian institutions who deal
with them, effectively cut the Middle Eastern country off from the world
finance system.

The sanctions deprive “the Islamic Republic of Iran of funds to carry out
its support for terrorist activities and nuclear extortion that threatens the
world,” Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said in a statement.

The sanctions effectively cut off Iran from world markets because of the
preeminence worldwide of the U.S. dollar.

Pompeo’s statement said there are exemptions for humanitarian assis-
tance, but critics say that non-Iranian companies will be wary of dealing in
any capacity with Iran because of the sanctions.

The Trump administration left the Iran nuclear deal, which traded sanc-
tions relief for a rollback of Iran’s nuclear program, in 2018. The White
House says the intensifying sanctions are a more effective means of limit-
ing Iran’s bad behavior in the region and the development of its nuclear
program.

The United States’ erstwhile partners in policing the 2015 deal have said
that so far the increased isolation that the United States has tried to impose
on Iran has done nothing to decrease its adventurism, and has in fact result-
ed in an acceleration of its nuclear program.

Iran’s foreign minister, Javad Zarif, said on Twitter that the sanctions will
“blow up our remaining channels” to get medicine at a time when Iran has
been especially hard hit by the coronavirus pandemic, and said “culprits
and enablers” will face justice, but did not elaborate.
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Josh Morry – outstanding young University of Manitoba alumnus
Becoming a change agent who inspires a new dialogue

Reprinted with permission from
UM Today The Magazine

Seven years later, Josh Morry still remembers the
unsettling phone call he answered that one day in
2013. It was from the Centre for Israel and Jewish

Affairs.
“Things are out of control,” the man told him. “It’s time

you had a bodyguard follow you around campus.”
Morry [BComm(Hons)/13, JD/16], then a 20-year-old

student in the Asper School of Business, said he was
already geeky and “uncool enough” without a former
Mossad agent in tow. He declined their offer. He says in
hindsight, he probably should have said yes.

That spring, an international movement—Students
Against Israeli Apartheid—held their annual week at the
University of Manitoba and at universities across Canada.
Criticism of Israel quickly turned into anti-Semitic propaganda.

“There were caricatures of Jews with hook noses and swastikas on their
forehead,” Morry says. “At McGill, this group threw pennies at Jewish stu-
dents because, ‘Jews like money.’ At York University, they chased Jewish
students down the hallway.”

UM Jewish students signed a petition. They felt unsafe, unwelcome.
“It’s one thing to have constructive dialogue about complicated issues,

but it’s another to demonize and harass Jewish students because of who
they are,” says Morry.

As the commerce student representative on the council for the University
of Manitoba Students’ Union (UMSU), he pushed to ban the anti-Israeli
group from operating—when the motion passed, it broke ground. There
had never been a successful motion to decertify the group at any universi-
ty in the world and it served as a precedent for human rights groups glob-
ally to combat anti-semitism on campus.

Morry was praised by the head of the World Jewish Congress, the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg and parliamentarians.

In the aftermath, he received hate mail, but Morry and an Arab friend
started the Arab-Jewish Dialogue on Campus to keep a rational conversa-
tion going.

“As university students you should engage…with issues that put you out-
side your comfort zone. When you end up talking, you actually agree much
more than you disagree, but when you’re screaming at each other, you dis-
agree with everything,” Morry says. “There should be a space for this on
campus. You should talk about the Arab-Israeli conflict. But you should do
it in a manner that…respects constructive dialogue.”

Morry also worked on the UMSU council for the rights of Indigenous and
2SLGBTQ+ groups.

A love for debate
It was no surprise he became the man of the hour when things heated up

on campus. Now a tax lawyer at the Toronto firm Torys L.L.P, he has
always been enthralled with debate and history—he heard Winston
Churchill biographer Gilbert Martin speak and took a signed copy of his
book home to read when he was 14 years old.

And he’s quick to identify the absurd, with a natural wit and his dabbling
in stand-up comedy. He once took the stage with a nose cast, lobbing his
first joke: I should deal with, like, the elephant in the room: This is an
Armani blazer. “If they don’t laugh on the first joke, you’re screwed,” he
says.

Projecting confidence: “The two suit thing”
A champion debater both in high school and university, Morry says

debating culture was “weird” but it did teach him something about confi-
dence.

He remembers a friend in high school who used to bring two suits to each
tournament.

“‘Why would you bring two suits?’ I said. He answered, ‘One for the reg-
ular round and one for the finals.’ It was like, wow, that’s confidence.”

Morry started to do the “two suit thing” at business school debates.
“You have to project confidence,” he says, “It’s a sport. You gotta get in

their heads.”
Lively dialogue around politics was commonplace in the Morry home in

Winnipeg’s Tuxedo neighbourhood. His father, sister and aunt are all
lawyers.

He was high school president of Gray Academy of Jewish Education, but
says his marks were nothing exceptional. “I had B pluses and As, but I was
terrible at math.”

But in the Faculty of Law at UM, Morry found his calling and was first
in his class every year, ultimately winning the Gold Medal and becoming a
Pitblado Scholar. He was then among the few to be accepted for a master’s
of law at the University of Oxford. He joined the Oxford Union, one of the
world’s most prestigious debating and private students’ societies; its mem-
bers include top international debaters.

Morry says he imagined Oxford would be so different—that “everything

would be Klingon”—but credits UM for “competing at
a world level.”

“The best professors at Robson Hall could teach at
Oxford. I felt totally prepared.”

This outspoken 28-year-old continues to reframe con-
versations, writing op-eds and leading discussions with
policymakers. We asked Josh Morry to finish the
thought for us…

If we want to build a better society…
“…we’ll need to stop seeing our political beliefs as

the dogmas that define us. People on both sides of the
political spectrum see disagreements over policy as per-
sonal attacks.

Unlike personal identity, political ideology is not an
immutable characteristic that we must protect from oth-
ers. Rather, it is a way of seeing the world that must con-

tinuously be challenged and reformed as the underlying facts grounding
that ideology change. 

We cannot allow our cognitive dissonance to prevent us from listening to
opposing views, or we will not have a reliable mechanism to determine
public opinion and craft policy to reflect or change that opinion.

We should, of course, have no patience for hate speech in the guise of
political activism. However, most mainstream political disagreements are
the best way to unleash Canada’s full potential. People on the left and right
just disagree on the best way to do so.

I’m now working on an online platform for thought leaders on the left
and right to publish long-form opinion pieces engaging with complex
issues in a respectful manner.”

It’s far too easy to …
“…define the relationship between Muslims and Jews by reference to the

Arab-Israeli conflict. 
The conflict is very personal and painful to those in the Middle East as

well as their families and friends in Canada. It therefore becomes very easy
to lose hope and attribute the continuing conflict to irreconcilable differ-
ences between the two groups.

These disagreements are only amplified on university campuses when
professional agitators acting in the name of social justice seek to position
Jews and Muslims against each other, thereby creating an unsafe and
unproductive learning atmosphere.

But I feel a real sense of hope when I’m able to go to a restaurant with
my Muslim friends and talk about sports, movies and anything other than
the Arab-Israeli conflict because at the end of the day, we’re not defined by
our differences.

It may sound naive, but I honestly believe that the respectful learning
environment we created and fostered at the University of Manitoba can
serve as a powerful example to students around the world.

I saw this firsthand when I was one of Canada’s representatives to the
World Jewish Congress in Budapest, where leaders from around the world
approached me about setting up Arab Jewish Dialogues in their countries,
based on the University of Manitoba’s model.”

UM Today the Magazine can be accessed at:
https://news.umanitoba.ca/magazine/ 
and the video with David Asper and Josh:
https://news.umanitoba.ca/watch-daa-interviews/#josh-morry. 

JOSH MORRY

Who’s on first? Liberal Billy Crystal and con-
servative Bill Kristol compete to endorse Biden

(JTA) Oct. 9, 2020 — Take your pick: Crystal method, or Kristol, Bill’s
persuasion.

Billy Crystal, the actor and comedian, and Bill Kristol, the onetime top
adviser to Republican officials who has become a prominent “Never
Trumper” joined in an ad released this week to explain why they were vot-
ing for Joe Biden, the Democratic nominee hoping to oust Donald Trump
on Nov. 3.

“We never agree on anything!” says Crystal who pretends in the 30-sec-
ond Jewish Democratic Council of America ad to be surprised to see
Kristol. The ad will feature online in swing states where Jewish voters
could make the difference. Halie Soifer, JDCA’s director, says the target is
2 million Jewish voters.

In the longer version, running a minute and twenty seconds, Crystal
explains that he is a Yankees fan, Kristol says he is a Mets fan. Crystal
notes he is a Democrat, Kristol says he remains a Republican.

“I spell Crystal the correct way, with a C,” Crystal says. “If you know
anything about comedy, it’s much funnier with a K,” Kristol retorts.

They cite among other things Trump’s handling of the coronavirus pan-
demic to make the case for Biden. “We need change at the top,” Kristol
says.
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JNF Manitoba/Saskatchewan president slated to be next president of Mercaz Canada
By MYRON LOVE

These are challenging times that we live in – but
Nola Lazar, the current president of JNF
Manitoba/Saskatchewan has proven over the years

that she is up to the challenge. If the presidency of the
local Jewish National Fund operation is not enough
heavy lifting, she is also slated to be stepping into the
same position on a national level with Mercaz Canada –
the Zionist voice of Conservative Judaism in Canada –
as soon as her term as JNF president here comes to a
close.

Masorti Judaism – the Conservative Movement in
Israel - is Israel’s fastest growing religious movement.
Mercaz Canada is affiliated with Masorti/Conservative
Judaism which, in Israel, offers a third choice between
ultraOrthodoxy and a secular life.  MERCAZ-Canada
and the Canadian Foundation for Masorti Judaism work
in cooperation to foster and strengthen Masorti/Conservative Judaism in
Israel, based on the ideals of tradition and tolerance, study and spirituality,
and social action and love of Israel. They promote and support Israel edu-
cation and programs, and represent the interests of Masorti/Conservative
Judaism in the World Zionist Organization and Jewish Agency for Israel.

Lazar has taken inspiration for her leadership roles in the community
from her mother Rae.  “My mother always seemed to be having meetings
at our house,” recalls Lazar, who was the second youngest of eight children
born to Rae and the late Cecil Shnier. “Because there were so many of us
children, it seemed to be easier to hold meetings at our place”.

Her mother, Lazar recalls, served as president of Hadassah WIZO in
Winnipeg  as well as being involved in organizing the annual Angel’s Ball
and volunteering at Hadassah’s Opportunity store and the Golden Age Club
and many other organizations.

“Wherever she’d go as a volunteer, she would take some of us kids with
her,” Lazar says.  “She was always involved.”

While Nola is trained as an interior designer, she married at a relatively
young age – to Matthew – and raised her own family of four (two of whom
have made aliyah).  Her own service to the community over these past 25
years has largely been through her synagogue involvement. 

In the 1990s she was invited to become a board member of the Beth Israel
Congregation, where she served two terms.  In that role, she was involved
in the merger of the Beth Israel with the Rosh Pina and Bnay Abraham
Synagogues to form Congregation Etz Chayim.   She subsequently served
an additional two terms on the board of the new congregation and was
involved with youth programming at the shul. In addition, she volunteered
at the Gray Academy while her children were attending the school.  “All of
our children are graduates of Gray Academy,” she says with pride. 

Lazar was invited to join the JNF Manitoba/Saskatchewan board five
years ago.  “Karla Berbrayer was president of the board at the time and was
looking to expand the board membership with people who had connections
with Israel,” Lazar says.  “We had children living in Israel and had visited
several times.”

As the current president, she was inaugurated at the Negev Gala in 2019,
succeeding Jessica Cogan.

The local JNF received quite a surprise last fall when longtime executive
director Ariel Karabelnicoff announced that he was leaving to take up a
position in Toronto with the Israel Bonds organization.  “It was a real
shock,” says Lazar of Karabelincoff’s departure.  “We miss him and wish
him well.

“It has been a smooth transition though.  David Greaves, our new exec-
utive director, knows the community well and has a lot of connections.”

She reports that, despite the limitations on fundraising imposed by the
COVID situation, the JNF is doing well under Greaves’ leadership.  “JNF
has been keeping busy. While we weren’t able to conduct our annual High
Holiday campaign in person this year,” she notes, “we are thankful to both
the Shaarey Zedek and Etz Chayim for their help this year.   They includ-
ed our link on their webpages and the rabbis directed people to our link dur-
ing their sermons. The community support for Israel has been amazing.

“Even with COVID, David and his staff have managed to maintain our
fundraising numbers close to what we have done in the past.  On November
15 we are holding a ‘Night of 100 Dinners’ with video entertainment by
Yidlife Crisis. Our Negev Gala honouring Ted Lyons has been rescheduled
to May 19 2020.”

Lazar’s introduction to Mercaz Canada also came about through her syn-
agogue involvement.  She points out that all Conservative synagogue mem-
bers are also eligible to  join Mercaz.  The organization has long been cen-
tered in Toronto, she notes because, in Toronto, several Conservative syn-
agogues make membership in Mercaz Canada an automatic part of mem-
bership, whereas in Winnipeg, membership is optional.  Thus, there were
fewer members in our community.  

“Marion Mayman, the president at that time, felt that Mercaz Canada was
too Torontocentric,” Lazar recalls.  “She wanted a board that reflected more

of our country, and was looking to recruit Western
Canadians.  Matthew and I had already joined Mercaz
when Marion phoned me to ask me to join the board.
However, I am not the kind of person who joins a
board without participating, and because I got
involved, I became vocal, and before long, I was mov-
ing up the ranks.”

Most of the meetings that she has been involved in
have been over the phone. “I still haven’t met all of
the board members in person,” Lazar says.  “The nice
thing about Zoom is I am getting to see board mem-
bers from across the country.”

The organization’s vice-president since July of last
year, she reports that the current president of Mercaz,
Stan Greenspan,  will stay in his position until her
term with the JNF in Winnipeg is over.

She concedes that there will be some challenges
leading the organization from Winnipeg, but, she says, “we will make it
work.”

She adds that she has already learned a lot from Mercaz executive direc-
tor Rabbi Jennifer Gorman and current president Stan Greenspan. “They
are both very knowledgeable,” Lazar says.  “I love learning from them.”

Coming up for Nola Lazar on the Mercaz menu are preparations for the
World Zionist Congress scheduled for October 20-22 via Zoom from Israel.
She is a voting delegate.

“At the Congress, we debate various topics of relevance to the Jewish
world,” she notes.  “I will be spending a lot of time over the next few days
on the phone and on Zoom meeting with Mercaz Canada and Canadian
Zionist Federation representatives. We will be having orientation meetings
and strategy meetings. I find it all very fascinating”

NOLA LAZAR 

News briefs:
Note found in child’s shoe at Auschwitz leads

to discovery of his father’s suitcase
(JTA) Oct. 7, 2020 — A note found in a child’s shoe at the Auschwitz

museum this summer has led researchers to a suitcase that likely belonged
to the child’s father.

In July, employees of the Auschwitz museum discovered the name of
Amos Steinberg written in a shoe. Amos Steinberg was born in Prague in
1938 and killed with his mother at Auschwitz.

Late last month, the museum linked the shoe to a suitcase in its collec-
tion that belonged to Ludwig Steinberg, who researchers believe is Amos’
father. Ludwig Steinberg, who was deported to Auschwitz on an earlier
transport from his wife and son, survived the Holocaust and emigrated to
Israel, according to the museum.

Steinberg’s name was written on the suitcase as was his transport num-
ber. Relatives living in Israel came forward with more information, accord-
ing to the museum.

Steinberg moved to Israel in 1949, changing his name to Yehuda Shinan.
He was a teacher and principal, and worked as a cantor in several syna-
gogues. He died in 1985 and is survived by six grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren.

“I am deeply grateful to the Steinberg family for the information they
have given us and for supplementing our knowledge,” said Piotr Cywinski,
the museum director. “With this gesture, objects inextricably linked to
Auschwitz lose the anonymity weighing down on them — sometimes
unbearable — and acquire a deeper, individual significance. As an object
of great documentary value, the shoe is proof of the suffering of a particu-
lar person, and along with thousands of other objects that we preserve at
the Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial, evidence of the genocide that took
place here.”

Israel’s cycling team notches first-ever stage win
at one of the sport’s biggest races

(JTA) Oct. 11, 2020 — An Israeli professional cycling team won a stage
of one of the three major international races for the first time ever on
Saturday.

Alex Dowsett won Stage 8 of the Giro d’Italia for Team Israel Start-Up
Nation, which was established in 2015 and joined the highest level of pro-
fessional cycling only last year.

The Giro d’Italia is one of cycling’s three prestigious Grand Tour races,
along with the Tour de France and the Vuelta a Espana.

Dowsett cried after he passed the finish line.
“All the excitement demonstrates that our project has significance

beyond sport, it’s showing the true heart of Israel to hundreds of millions
of fans around the world. I could not be more proud,” team co-owner
Sylvan Adams said in a statement.

Israel Start-Up Nation made its first appearance in the Giro d’Italia in
2018 when Adams, a Canadian-Israeli real estate magnate, brought the
cycling race to Israel for the first three stages, the first time any leg of
cycling’s Grand Tour races took place outside of Europe.



measure, his own fault, any discussion of
this subject must also note that Trump’s
objections about the question were, in
large measure, correct.

The notion that white supremacists or the Proud Boys, a group that the
ADL says  no more than several hundred, are the ones who created the
urban crisis that has afflicted the United States in the last four months of
violence and riots is not so much wrong as it is gas-lighting. Sightings of
them at the hundreds of riots that have taken place since the death of
George Floyd have been rare.

It’s also true that while Biden condemned violence, like Trump, when it
came to the Proud Boys, he chose not to condemn Antifa and its fellow
travelers, as well as the people who have helped fund and foment riots, but
somehow that was largely ignored.

Wallace also ignorantly mischaracterized the “white fragility” critical
race theory  that have proliferated in both government and industry as
unobjectionable “sensitivity training,” and which Trump has tried to ban.
They are driven by a toxic racist and radical theory that is further dividing
the nation and fueling violence, rather than quelling it.

Nor did he ask Biden about his refusal or that of his campaign to distance
himself from other extremists.

For all of his pose of civility and normality, Biden wasn’t asked why he
Trump to Nazi propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels or why a Jewish
Democratic group has published an  comparing the administration to the
Third Reich, egregious and inappropriate Holocaust references that should
have been vigorously condemned by the organized Jewish community, but
which it has largely winked at because of the political leanings of its lead-
ers.

None of that absolves Trump from his failure to clearly state his position
on right-wing extremists or for statements that he has made that are wor-
thy of criticism. But the fact that what the president said was mischarac-
terized as support for white supremacists, while Biden gets a pass for his
equivocations and refusal to explicitly condemn left-wing extremists who
have been the ones burning American cities in recent months, is exactly
what convinces Trump that he shouldn’t bother conforming to the demands
of his interrogators.

The real tragedy here is that at a time when conversations about race and
violence have never been more important, a debate that might have shed
light on them did just the opposite. Partisans will seek to apportion blame
for this depending on their political sympathies. However, the result is that
the Trump-Biden brawl obfuscated the public discussion of extremist vio-
lence instead of clarifying it.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS—Jewish News Syndicate.
Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.
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Racial laws and antisemitism in fascist Italy

The promulgation of the racial laws in 1938 in Fascist Italy was to
have a deleterious impact on the socio-economic and cultural life of
the nation’s Jewish population.  The laws were designed to effec-

tively shut out Jewish participation in a range of political, educational and
economic structures, and segregated Jews from the broader population.
The restrictions imposed are too numerous to mention. To name a few,
Jews could not marry non-Jews; they were forbidden to own land over a
certain value; they could not own or operate businesses that had over one
hundred employees or which exceeded a certain value; they could not
enlist in the armed forces; they could not be employed in banks, insurance
companies in national and municipal administration; and they were barred
from studying and teaching in public schools.  

The once prevailing perspective that the laws were enacted almost exclu-
sively as a result of pressure exerted by Hitler has been countered by his-
torical research that clearly demonstrates the antisemitic sentiments and
impulses that informed Mussolini’s actions and intellectual orientation and
permeated ideological and philosophical views emanating from pre-1938
fascist cultural circles and other sectors of civil society. Throughout the
1920s and 1930s a plethora of fascist newspapers, reviews and journals
were espousing antisemitic principles. These included La Vita Italiana,
whose editor Giovanni Preziosi translated into Italian and circulated the
infamous “Protocols of the Elders of Zion.” Another paper, Il Regime
Fascista, whose editor Roberto Farinacci was a high-ranking fascist offi-
cial had by late 1936 published a series of articles that took aim at Zionism
and questioned the patriotic spirit of Italian Jews. The newspaper Il Tevere,
edited by the vitriolic anti-Semite Telesio Interlandi, echoed similar senti-
ments.  Journals and newspapers with a Catholic intellectual orientation
contributed to the growing chorus of antisemitism. In July of 1938, the
Manifesto degli scienziati razzisti (Manifesto of the Racial Scientists) was
published claiming that “the population and civilization of Italy today is of
Aryan origin…and there exists a pure Italian race…but Jews do not belong
to the Italian race.”

Many Italian Jews did not acquiesce to this state of affairs. Throughout
the 1930s clusters of antifascist organizations emerged which served as the
basis for an energized partisan movement, consisting of liberals, socialists,
communists and progressive Catholics that was to play a decisive role in
the defeat of fascism. Among the antifascist Italian Jews worth noting are
the Rosselli brothers (Carlo and Nello) who spearheaded the creation of the
liberal socialist Giustizia e Liberta’ (Justice and Liberty) group, Umberto
Terracini and Emilio Sereni, who became key players in the resurgence of
the Italian Communist Party after the second world war, and the Levis,
Carlo and Primo (not related), who wrote about their experiences, the for-
mer detailing his confinement in a remote village in the southern Italian
region of Basilicata, and the latter as a survivor of Auschwitz.

Join the Jewish Heritage and partnering organizations in an exploration
of the history of Jewish life in  fascist Italy  on October 25 through two vir-
tual presentations (by Prof. Bruce Strang and Jeremy Maron) and the view-
ing of the docudrama Figli del Destino (Children of Destiny) which depicts
the implications of the racist laws though the eyes of four children and first
person accounts. Admission is free but registration is required:
jhcwc.org/programs/. 

. 

Tobin
(Continued from page 5.)

Israel and UAE foreign ministers tour Berlin
Holocaust monument in historic first meeting
(JTA) Oct. 7, 2020 — In a historic meeting, the foreign ministers of

Israel and the United Arab Emirates met in Berlin and visited the city’s
main Holocaust monument together on Tuesday.

Less than a month after signing a peace deal that normalized relations
between the Middle Eastern neighbors, Israel’s Gabi Ashkenazi and the
UAE’s Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan walked through the large monument
of concrete blocks symbolizing the Jews killed by the Nazis in a meeting
that was both symbolic and productive — according to reports, the pair dis-
cussed trade and tourism issues.

The two diplomats toured the monument along with German Foreign
Minister Heiko Maas, who said that the meeting and the peace deal shows
“that peaceful coexistence in the Middle East is possible.” Israel also
signed an agreement with the Arab nation Bahrain on the same day at the
White House.

“I salute the souls of those who fell victim to the Holocaust,” Al Nahyan
wrote in the monument’s guestbook. He also quoted from a Jewish prayer
translated into Arabic: “May their souls be bound up in the binds of life.”

He also wrote “Never again” in English and in Arabic, according to The
Times of Israel. Ashkenazi said the meeting “symbolizes the beginning of
a new era. An era of peace between peoples.”

In another show of solidarity, the world’s tallest building, located in
Dubai, the UAE capital, erected a sukkah this week, the Associated Press
reported. Jews construct the hut structures as part of the Sukkot holiday,
which continues through the end of this week.



The Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada is pleased to invite
you to the biennial Switzer-

Cooperstock Lecture on Thursday October
15 at 7 pm. Due to the COVID-19 virus,
this year’s lecture will be a virtual event.

To register – go to jhcwc.org/programs/
and click on the registration link.

This year’s Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada’s Switzer Cooperstock
Prize winner discusses the social work
career of Pearl Finkelstein, who worked as
the Jewish Orphanage of Western
Canada’s sole Winnipeg social worker during the late 1920s and the early
1930s. Finkelstein lacked professional training, but she brought to her
work personal relationships with her clients as well as a kind and sensi-
tive approach. While studying the history of the Jewish Orphanage, Dr.
Sharon Graham was granted unprecedented access to its children’s
records, many of which were written by the staff social worker.
Finkelstein’s voice came through these records with a unique perspective
on poor Winnipeg families in crisis. In this essay, Graham hopes to
explore the life and work of a woman who worked tirelessly to assist
Winnipeg Jewish families navigate the child welfare system.

The Switzer-Cooperstock Prize in Western Canadian Jewish History
was established by the Switzer family to honour their parents and grand-
parents. The biennial prize is awarded for a publishable essay on Jewish
history in Western Canada with some preference for essays on secular
Jewish schools in Western Canada, Jewish settlers, farmers, and traders
in rural areas of Western Canada, and the immigration experience of Jews
to Western Canada. Preference will be given to research specific to the
Jewish experience in the urban centers and rural communities of the
Canadian Prairie Provinces. The research may use original sources or it
may be a synthesis of other published material. A student prize is offered
in alternate years.

Sharon Graham
Sharon’s Ph.D. in History from the University of Manitoba focuses on

the history of the Winnipeg Jewish Orphanage. She received the Dr.
James Burns Award in History and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba,
Patty and Jack Sherman Memorial Scholarship, among other honours. She
also has a master’s degree in German Jewish history from the University of
Manitoba and a master’s degree in architectural history from York
University. Sharon lives in Winnipeg with her family and enjoys volun-
teering and cooking.
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Mob of Orthodox protesters in Brooklyn corners a journalist accused of informing on his community
By SHIRA HANAU 

(JTA) Oct. 7, 2020 — A reporter and
member of the Hasidic community in
Borough Park was cornered and threat-
ened Wednesday night as protests against
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s new
restrictions on areas experiencing COVID
upticks continued in Borough Park.

Jacob Kornbluh, a Hasidic Jew and a
political reporter at Jewish Insider, said in
a tweet that he was “brutally assaulted, hit
in the head and kicked at by an angry
crowd of hundreds of community mem-
bers of the Boro Park protest.” Kornbluh
said he planned to press charges.

He said Heshy Tischler, a local figure
who has become a leader of the movement to defy COVID restrictions, had
“ordered the crowd to chase me down the street.”

Video posted to Twitter by Jake Offenhartz, a reporter for Gothamist,
showed a large crowd gathered around Kornbluh with Tischler at the cen-
ter, shouting in Kornbluh’s face while unmasked. “You’re a moser,”
Tischler is seen screaming. “Everybody scream moser!”

“Moser” is a Jewish legal term for one who informs on Jews to the secu-
lar authorities, and some Jewish legal authorities suggest that a “moser” is
subject to the death penalty. Kornbluh and Mordy Getz, a Hasidic busi-
nessman, had been called “mosers” in an anonymous flyer that circulated
in April after they spoke out about the need to wear masks and follow social
distancing guidelines. Tischler had called Kornbluh a “moser” and a “rat”
in a video he posted to Instagram earlier Wednesday from a cemetery.

The incident comes just one day after Getz’s brother, also a member of
the Hasidic community, was beaten up after taking videos of Tuesday
night’s protests. The conflicts and the protests mark a new defiant phase in

the Hasidic Orthodox community’s
response to government-imposed restric-
tions due to the pandemic.

Where Tuesday night’s protest targeted
New York authorities who are cracking
down on large gatherings, including at
synagogues, and mask-wearing,
Wednesday’s protest looked and felt
more like a rally to support President
Donald Trump. People at the event car-
ried large Trump flags and signs.

“I want to thank the police officers who
helped us so much tonight. Blue lives
matter,” Tischler said, speaking from a
stage over a sound system to loud cheers. 

A voice note circulated on Twitter earlier that night in which the person
speaking claimed that the Trump campaign requested that people bring
signs reading “Cuomo killed thousands” to the protest on 13th Avenue in
Borough Park.

By 11 pm, police attempted to disperse the large crowd but many refused
to leave the area.

Tischler publicized the gathering  on social media Tuesday night and
Wednesday as a show of civil disobedience to counter new restrictions
announced by Cuomo in areas with upticks in cases of COVID-19.

Several Jewish political leaders immediately tweeted in support of
Kornbluh. “What an embarrassment/Chilul HaShem. Disgusting behav-
ior!” Jason Greenblatt, the former White House Middle East envoy, wrote,
using the Hebrew term for desecration of God’s name.

“Reprehensible attack–instigated by a CANDIDATE FOR CITY COUN-
CIL–against a courageous journalist who has dared to stand up for public
health throughout this pandemic,” Mark Levine, a member of the New
York City Council, wrote. “There must be accountability for this vile act.”

JACOB KORNBLUH
a Hasidic Jew and a political reporter at Jewish Insider

Biennial Switzer-Cooperstock Lecture



By SUSAN TURNER

Winnipeg artist
Gayle Freed’s
“Recent Small

Works” at the Gas
Station Theatre lobby,
on view until October
30, is an intimate exhibi-
tion of ten pieces: col-
lages, assemblages, and
mixed media drawings.
Gayle has exhibited her
work in one-person and
group exhibitions before
in Winnipeg, and is
known for her thought-
ful use of colour and
materials. This show fol-
lows that trajectory. The
exhibition is lively with
many opportunities for
close focus. It is colour-
ful, very tactile, and a
welcome respite. 

The work combines a range of materials, those she has found and saved,
because of what they suggested to her and how she thought she could use
them in her work, and those she has purposefully chosen. Most of the
pieces are on paper mounted to panel, while two of the assemblages are
built using tiles and lucite as their substrates. Among her drawing/painting
mediums are acrylic, graphite, and oil stick, which is a thick, oil-paint
based crayon, a favourite of many artists who combine painting and draw-
ing.

Freed makes well-designed, thoughtful, and often whimsical use of the
materials she has gathered for her pieces including window screen, scraps 

of Japanese paper, a light-weight
sheet of aluminum or something that
looks like it, a broken piece of shiny
red plastic as well as materials from
the natural world such as seed pods,
bone, shell, feather, and bark. An
appeal of the work is how she has
curated these carefully selected
materials into small, treasure-like
objects. She has paid great attention
to colour and surface decoration,
which she has either applied or that was already there, which was reason
for her curating it into her tool box.

Freed’s artist statement tells us she “collects objects from nature, from
construction sites, from city walks, objects that strike (me) as having mean-
ing. They are a record of (my) visual experiences.”  And then once in her
studio, she will “engage further with these objects refining them into
shapes and patterns.” The work “is a process of matchmaking: bringing
objects together, finding the right juxtapositions and making a commitment
to the arrangement by fastening them in place.”

The Gas Station Theatre is located at Osborne and River. Hours are
Monday through Friday, 10 am to 4 pm. 204-284-9477. A mask is required
to enter.

Susan Turner is an artist and curator. She will be showing new work at
the Buhler Gallery, St. Boniface Hospital, in a two-person show with
ceramist Alan Lacovetsky, January through April 2021. This summer, she
initiated and coordinated ROUNDNESS, an on-line international exhibi-
tion of 24 artists.

Gayle Freed: Recent Small Works 
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Flying dream Red skirt with tear Star shower
in the garden

Scherzo (a part from a 
4 part assemblage)

Spring pools, Wasagaming

Jewish poet Louise Gluck wins
Nobel Prize in Literature

(JTA)  Oct. 8, 2020 — Louise Gluck,
the American granddaughter of
Hungarian Jews, was awarded the Nobel
Prize in Literature on Thursday.

Gluck, 77, was awarded “for her
unmistakable poetic voice that with aus-
tere beauty makes individual existence
universal,” the Nobel committee wrote in
its announcement.

Her collections of poetry — which
explore broad and painful topics, such
as family life, trauma and aging —
include the books “The Wild Iris,” “Meadowlands,” “The Triumph of
Achilles” and “Ararat.” For “The Wild Iris” she was awarded the 1993
Pulitzer Prize in poetry.

Born in New York in 1943, Gluck would go on to become the United
States’ poet laureate in 2003 and receive a National Humanities Medal
from President Barack Obama in 2015.

Gluck’s paternal Jewish grandparents owned a grocery after settling in
New York City. Her father helped invent the X-Acto knife.

She is the first American and first Jewish writer to win the award since
songwriter Bob Dylan won it in 2016.

Louise Gluck
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A Pandemic of Abuse:
Women’s Rights in Israel
& the COVID-19 World

Dr. Ilana Kwartin was born in the Former Soviet Union and made
Aliyah in 1987. She grew up in Jerusalem and served as a comman-
der and officer in an IDF field intelligence unit, including service
deep in the Gaza Strip

Ilana’s professional career began in corporate law, but upon mov-
ing to Israel’s south in 2009, she became an activist, working specif-
ically toward women’s rights. In addition to running her own legal
practice specializing in women’s rights in the workplace and family,
Ilana for many years has taught Zumba to women and young girls,
both in Israel’s southern periphery and to at-risk populations, as a
means to self-empowerment.

Currently, Ilana is the Regional Director, Western United States,
for the Jewish Agency for Israel, overseeing departments including
shlichim (emissaries), Aliyah (immigration), partnerships and strate-
gy.

While teaching Zumba to women in at-risk populations, Dr.
Kwartin noticed Extreme Controlling Practices toward married
women. Looking for an answer and ways to help this unsettling situ-
ation, and after extensive researching, Kwartin wrote a law to protect
women in risk, and submitted it to the Israeli Knesset. It takes years
to promote a law, and Dr. Kwartin is working very hard towards it
being accepted.

In her presentation, A Pandemic of Abuse: Women’s Rights in
Israel & the COVID-19 World, Dr. Kwartin will delve into extreme
controlling practices, how women are being affected in Israel and in
North America as well as what changed during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. She will provide insights about what you can do to help and
how to identify harmful practices, and the role of Jewish communi-
ties in battling this terrible crisis.

Register in advance at  to receive the Zoom link and join us on
Wednesday, September 28 at 7:00 pm.

Dolphins Swim Club looking for new members

Submitted by 
ALEX SHOGOLEV

We are a medium sized team that
has expanded from Selkirk to
Winnipeg. Michelle (Head Coach)
and I have discussed and agreed
that this move will create a spark
within the swimming community;
by showcasing that two locations
can act as one unit. We have created
a program that includes our non-
competitive (Dolphins Swim
School) and competitive (PODs 1-
3) program. 

A little bit of background about
myself and Michelle; I was born in
Israel and immigrated to Winnipeg
in 2005. My parents signed me up
for swimming to strengthen my
immune system. Now, I am a for-
mer competitive swimmer with 12
years of swimming experience. I
have represented the University of
Calgary Dinos, University of Manitoba Bisons, and have been on the
national team once. Some of my career highlighted meets are CanWest
Championships (medalist), CIS or U-Sport Championhships (medalist),
and Rio 2016 Olympic Trials. I have been coaching and developing age
group swimmers for 5 years. 

Michelle has been coaching the Dolphins Swim Club for over 20 years.
As a young athlete she competed at the Manitoba Games in Track, Western
Canada Games in Swimming and Canada Games in Water Polo (bronze
medal). Her coaching career started as a parent volunteer when her oldest
child was interested in competitive swimming. Since then, she has coached
numerous swimmers to the provincial and national level.

With the current COVID-19 situation, we are following guidelines set by
Swimming Canada, Swim Manitoba, and the City of Winnipeg to ensure
the safety of all our athletes (Maximum 4 per lane, with social distancing
and stay within their cohorts). Before every practice, we have ensured to
take the participants temperature, sanitize, and complete their online self-
check waiver.

Currently, we are holding tryouts at Pan Am Pool every Saturday at 2:30
and 3:30. The child signing up must be at least 5 years old and know how
to kick and float OR maintain a Red Cross level 4 or higher. Link to sign
up for the tryouts: https://bit.ly/3ivHAEt.

Our Instagram page is @dolphins_swim_club
Facebook: dolphinsswimclub.mb

ALEX SHOGOLEV

Blogger hired to promote diversity at European fash-
ion magazine says sorry for Holocaust joke tweets

(JTA)  Oct. 9, 2020 — A blogger and model
newly hired to promote diversity at a large
European fashion magazine has apologized for
making Holocaust jokes on Twitter.

Stephanie Yeboah, a contributing editor at
Grazia, offered the apology on Thursday in a
statement after Private Eye magazine found
her statements from recent years.

In one of the tweets, she wrote:
“AUSCHWITZ Gas Chamber Music LMAO
SMH [laughing my arse off, shaking my
head].”

In another, she tweeted: “Every Jew has an attic, but not every attic has
Jews.” She has also written that the attention paid to Holocaust remem-
brance is eclipsing crimes committed against “brown people.”

Yeboah, who is Black, joined Grazia last month to “fight for diversity,
inclusion and women’s rights,” as she put it.

She has deleted all the tweets following the publication of the Private
Eye article, the Jewish News of London reported Thursday, and has been
talking to the Board of Deputies of British Jews.

“To plead ignorance is no excuse, I should have known better than to
make these kind of comments about events which remain a source of
unimaginable trauma for the Jewish community,” Yeboah wrote in a state-
ment.

“In these tweets, I made very ignorant and antisemitic comments about
the Jewish community,” she added.

Grazia wrote on Twitter: “We abhor anti-semitism. As such, we welcome
Stephanie’s apology and the fact she’s engaging with the
@BoardofDeputies.”

Stephanie Yeboah



By MAXINE FISCHBEIN
(AJNews) – For many of us, three silver linings of the COVID-19 pan-

demic have been the gift of time, a nudge toward new and often creative
pastimes and the chance to nurture new relationships, albeit from a safe dis-
tance and, often, in cyberspace.

Three Calgary women have brought together these strands, weaving them
into an endeavour aptly named Art and Scroll Studio, an online initiative
that celebrates artists and makers who devote themselves to Judaica.

On October 7, Art and Scroll rolled out their first Zoominar, featuring a
chat with Sonoma, California-based artist Nina Bonos. A lineup of real-
time virtual discussions with other creators and producers of Judaica from
North America and around the world followed. 

Art and Scroll is the heart and soul initiative of Calgary newcomer
Shelley Werner – formerly of Winnipeg – along with  Caron Glickman and
Michele Doctoroff, both of whom Werner met after moving to Calgary five
months ago.

Doctoroff was among the first to extend a welcoming hand to Werner at
the suggestion of Temple B’nai Tikvah Rabbi Mark Glickman. Meanwhile
his wife, Caron Glickman, independently encountered Werner. Discovering
their shared passion for beautiful Judaica, they began to explore various
websites, learning about the creators and makers that produce it. The circle
expanded to include Doctoroff and the three women quickly discovered
that they were enjoying their Judaica journeys and each other’s virtual
company.

“Maybe others would like to visit these artists too,” suggested Caron
Glickman who was, in Werner’s words, “not prepared to think small.”

The Art Gallery Girls, as they call themselves, share what Werner
describes as a strong desire “. . . to say hello, reach through the screen and
meet the makers.”

Art and Scroll Studio has established a presence on both Facebook and

Instagram.  As these words are written, the Art Gallery Girls were prepar-
ing for the October 7 discussion with award-winning watercolour and
mixed-media collage artist Nina Bonos, whose art appeared appeared on
the  – Calgary edition. Among her many commissions were spectacular
Torah mantles for Beth Israel Synagogue when the Vancouver congrega-
tion dedicated its new building in 2014.  Werner  explored, in depth, the
sources of Bonos’ inspiration – including the Sonoma landscape where she
lives and works and how her surroundings influence her work.

This formula will be applied to future virtual live presentations as Art and
Scroll Studio explores each guest artist’s inspiration, process and artwork.

In addition to appreciating well-wrought Judaica, Doctoroff, Glickman
and Werner are seeking to elevate the profile of artists whose work is sel-
dom displayed in galleries despite its beauty and the time-honoured Jewish
tradition of hiddur mitzvah – the beautification of ritual objects so as to ele-
vate the mitzvahs performed in homes and Synagogues.

This theme will be front and centre in an October 26 Zoominar fea-
turing  the work of Columbus Ohio-based scribal artist Pamela Feldman-
Hill, who specializes in art relating to Jewish lifecycle events,  including
Ketubot (Jewish marriage contracts), and designs encompassing biblical
imagery.

Calgary metal artist Milt Fischbein, one of a handful of North American
goldsmiths specializing in the ancient tradition of filigree making, will be
the subject of a November 10 Zoominar in which he will chat about his
Judaic designs, his artistic journey and insights into the Sephardic history
of filigree.

The December 2 live virtual event will feature Galia Goodman, a North
Carolina-based artist who illustrated The Promise of the Land, a visually
stunning Haggadah that explores ecology and the land in the telling of the
Passover story. Goodman fills an important niche by also producing deco-
rative interfaith certificates to mark milestones like weddings, something
Werner describes as an “unconventional application based on Judaic tradi-
tion.”

While their selected guests must be makers of Judaica, their work must
answer Caron Glickman’s question, “Does it stir something in us?”

“We choose our greatest hits,” says Shelley Werner who adds that the
artists she has already approached have been fascinated by the initiative,
quickly becoming willing and enthusiastic participants.

“There are many more artists and sites in our sights,” Werner promises.
The enthusiasm and complementary personalities and roles of the Art

Gallery Girls bode well for the success of Art and Scroll Studio, a virtual
salon that transcends borders, allowing for worldwide journeys during this
time of contagion.

Doctoroff loves her travels through cyberspace seeking gems of Jewish
art and culture and “opening windows of thought to people for whom art
may not be a primary focus.”

Glickman, who built a successful dental practice in Seattle before mov-
ing to Calgary four years ago, has taken the lead in looking after the busi-
ness end of the project.  Werner, who created her own design company in
Winnipeg, has designed sacred spaces and installations and can speak to
artists in their own language.  She will conduct the online artist interviews,
speaking with makers about their work as samples are screen shared.

“This has been a flower that has blossomed out of the pandemic,” says
Werner who, together with Doctoroff and Glickman, is turning the art
adventure into what she calls a “fundemic.”

Who can resist that?

You can follow Art and Scroll Studio on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/artandscrollstudio/ or Instagram @artandscrollstudio

For more information, contact the Art Gallery Girls at artandscrollstu-
dio@gmail.com. .

Maxine Fischbein is a Local Journalism Initiative Reporter for Alberta
Jewish News. 

Reprinted with permission

Calgary-based Art and Scroll Studio’s Zoominars unlock the world of Judaica
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The three women at the the heart of the Calgary-based Art and Scroll
Studio (clockwise from top left): SHELLEY WERNER, MICHELE
DOCTOROFF and CARON GLICKMAN



Wednesday, October 14, 2020, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   15

Feature story

Temple Shalom 1077 Grant Ave Winnipeg   https://templeshalomwinnipeg.ca/ 
204 453 1625                             tshalom1@gmail.com 

Egalitarian - Inclusive 
Fresh - Spirited - Modern

I am a Jew because the promise of Judaism 
is a universal promise.        Edmund Fleg� 1927

INTRO to JUDAISM 
a Program of the Union for Reform Judaism

An engaging 18 weeks with Rabbi Allan Finkel & guests, 
exploring Jewish Life through a Reform lens, via Zoom. 
Open to people of all backgrounds. LGBTQ+ friendly. 

Tuition: $250 for individuals, plus $100 for partners. 
Those in committed relationship are encouraged to register with their partner. 

�
To Register: Phone the Temple office (weekday mornings) 
204-453-1625 or email  tshalom1@gmail.com for form. 

Registration is not complete until tuition is submitted.

• interfaith couples 
• those raising Jewish children 
• spiritual seekers

• those considering conversion 
• Jews seeking  meaningful  

adult learning

Topics include: holidays, life cycle celebrations; theology, core 
beliefs, prayer, the Bible & sacred texts; history, anti-Semitism, the 
Holocaust; Zionism, Israel ; the tapestry of Jewish people today. 

Wednesday Evenings 7 - 8:30 pm October 21 to March 31 2021 
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Prince and the Jews: The late rock star’s
best Jewish friend tells all in new memoir

By STEPHEN SILVER 
(JTA) — In the late 1960s, when Neal Karlen was not even 10 years old,

he would spend time at the home of his grandparents, one of the few Jewish
families that remained on the north side of Minneapolis. Karlen would play
basketball and ride bikes with a group of African-American kids who lived
in the neighborhood. One of them, he later realized, was a young Prince
Rogers Nelson. 

The two men would reconnect in the early 1980s, when Karlen was a
magazine journalist and Prince one of the world’s most famous rock stars.
Karlen wrote three Rolling Stone cover stories about the singer, some of
them published at times when Prince wasn’t speaking to any other
reporters. Karlen went on to collaborate with Prince on the 1994 direct-to-
video rock opera “3 Chains o’ Gold” — which Karlen notes received “the
worst reviews of anything [Prince] ever did” — and was eventually hired
to write the singer’s “final testament,” which was said to have been buried
in a time capsule on the grounds of Paisley Park, Prince’s legendary home
and production facility southwest of Minneapolis. 

“We were very similar, except that he was an international icon and I was
some schmuck from St. Louis Park,” Karlen told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency. 

Long after they stopped working together, Karlen and Prince remained in
contact, speaking for the final time just weeks before Prince’s death in
2016 at the age of 57. Now, Karlen has published “This Thing Called Life:
Prince’s Odyssey, On and Off the Record,” a memoir of his relationship
with the enigmatic superstar. 

“I was taking notes all the time,” Karlen said of the last years of his
friendship with Prince. “But I didn’t know what it was for.” 

What it was for turned out to be a mournful remembrance that provides
new insight into the torments and mysteries of one of the most successful
popular musicians of modern times. It also details a surprising number of
connections between Prince and Judaism. 

Prince had several Jews in his close circle, including several members of
his best-known band, The Revolution. He was interested in a long list of
Jewish subjects, including golems, dybbuks and the gangster Meyer
Lansky. He was a huge fan of the television show “Seinfeld” and “The Big
Lebowski,” the cult film in which John Goodman plays a Jewish Vietnam
veteran who famously refuses to bowl on the Jewish sabbath. And Prince
tagged along for meetings with rabbis conducted as part of Karlen’s
research for his books. 

“He liked Jews,” said Karlen, 60, who has authored several books with
Jewish themes. “He did. Half the Revolution was Jewish. The guy who dis-
covered him, Owen Husney, was Jewish. Mo Ostin and Lenny Waronker,
who he really liked, his guys at Warner Brothers, were Jewish. He knew
Jews, he liked them.”

But there was at least one ugly moment in Prince’s history with Jews,
which Karlen discusses in the book: In the early 2000s, when a Revolution
reunion was being proposed, Prince is said to have asked Wendy Melvoin,
a key member of his band in the 1980s, to renounce her Judaism. Prince
confirmed to Karlen that this was true. 

“He may have just been just being an asshole that day,” Karlen says. “He
could hurt people, and not realize it …. he just didn’t get that you should-
n’t turn your back on the people who love you. And I think those are the
people who did love him, and why he really was alone at the end.”

The author of eight other books, Karlen couldn’t bring himself to listen
to the tapes of his conversations
with Prince for a long time after

Neal Karlen
Author of This Thing Called Life

Continued on page 18. See “Prince”.



16 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, October 14, 2020

It is with great sadness
that the family of Morris
Samuel Raizen age 86,
passed away September
21, 2020. He is survived
by his loving wife of 62
years Carol, his children
Brenley Raizen (Mike
Miller), Steve Raizen
(Tanis Kyle), grandchil-
dren Nisa, Rebecca,
Eliza, Jack, sister-in-law
Paulette Migie, his

brothers-in-law Bill Chodirker and Howard Migie,
many nieces and nephews and good friends. 

Funeral services were held at Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery Sept. 23. 

Morris was a kind and loving man with many life-
long friends. He enjoyed playing bridge, dinner with
friends, and spending winters in Palm Springs. He
will be missed by family and friends.

MORRIS RAIZEN

SAUL ALEXANDER SPITZ 
Saul Spitz passed

away on Sept. 19, 2020
He was born on March

7, 1928 in Mád,
Hungary.  Saul grew up
in an Orthodox home
and attended Cheder.  

In 1944, his family
was taken to the ghetto
and later to Auschwitz
and other camps in
Germany.  Saul survived
Auschwitz by not fol-
lowing Dr. Mengele’s

direction to go to the left.  He wanted to stay with his
father, so he ran to the other line.

After liberation, he returned to Mád to find that
there were no survivors from his family and friends
so he decided to go to Palestine.  He spent almost 3
years in DP camps waiting to make aliyah to
Palestine but the people in charge of the illegal
immigration had other priorities, so he waited - with-
out success.  Saul finally had a chance to come to
Canada as the Jewish Congress had 1000 visas for
orphans. 

Saul arrived in Winnipeg on March 21, 1948.  He
worked in a garment factory and later became a
salesman for Western Smallwares, then later
Manitoba Lotteries.

After he retired, he made it his life mission to look
after the Ashkenazie Synagogue where he was pres-
ident, shamash, treasurer and caretaker.

Saul was a kind, generous person who never took
anything from anybody.  He gave tzedakah and was
a good person and friend.

At the age of 90, he had to move into the Simkin
Centre where he lived until his passing.  Saul was
loved by all the staff and nurses there.  He attended
the synagogue there and did all the blessings at meal
times.  

Many thanks to Lisa, his caregiver, who looked
after Saul more than was expected.  Lisa made sure
he had all the comforts and spent the last hours with
him at the Home and hospital.

Saul had no family in Winnipeg but he had good
friends.

We love you and will miss you Saul.

BEN RYKISS
It is with great sadness

that the family of Ben
Rykiss announce his
passing, at the age of 97,
on Monday, September
21, 2020. 

Ben leaves to mourn
his loving wife of 72
years, Fay, sons, Mark
(Barb), Neil (Susan) and
Les, his grandchildren,
Jared, Caleigh (James),
Sarah (Ira), Matthew
(Yaffa), Dave (Olivia),

Shaun (Amanda), Rebecca (Jeff), Marissa (Camilo),
Michaela and Jaron, as well as many nieces and
nephews. Ben was predeceased by his parents,
Nathan and Dora Rykiss, Samuel and Clara Fink, his
brothers, Max (Belle) and Hy (Adele), as well as his
brother-in-law and sister-in-law Manny and Pearl
Fink. 

Ben was born May 25, 1923, in Winnipeg. A strong
believer in education he graduated from University
of Winnipeg with a bachelor of social work and then
went on to gain his masters in social work from the
University of British Columbia. Upon graduation he
and his wife Fay returned to Winnipeg where he
began his career in social work at the Deer Lodge
Hospital. In 1969 he accepted the position as the
Director of Social Work at the Selkirk Mental Health
Centre where he essentially remained until his retire-
ment at the age of 65. It was during this time period
that he became heavily involved with the Jewish
Child and Family Services, an organization very near
and dear to his heart. It was there that he was able to
volunteer his professional skills to best help those in
need. 

Ben was an athlete his entire life. From his youth
through his late senior years, he played a multitude
of sports including football, hockey, curling, swim-
ming (with his famous green bathing cap), softball,
downhill skiing, but he was mostly passionate about
golf, fitness and tennis. He was a founding member
at Bel Acres Golf and Country Club where he played
for many years, until he replaced it with his true pas-
sion, tennis which he played religiously well into his
90s. To the people who knew him best, Ben was a fit-
ness legend. He was an effortless long distance run-
ner, and had a daily regimen of exercise that includ-
ed 200 push-ups a day into his 90s.

His greatest joy however was his family. He was a
fabulous grandparent and was adored by every one
of his grandchildren. Zaida Ben had a special, unique
relationship with each grandchild which will leave
them all with lasting memories for a lifetime. That
was his true legacy!

The family wishes to thank the wonderful and ded-
icated staff at Misericordia Hospital, Cornish 6
including Dr. Reda, David Rowe, nurses and aides -
Dorothy, Amanda, Wendy, Tracy, Yves and others for
doing everything they could to keep our father safe
and as comfortable as possible to the very end. 

A special thank you to Dr. Sheldon Permack along
with his fabulous team including, Scott, Sandy and
Chelsea for their unbelievable dedication to our
dad’s care. 

We would be remiss if we did not thank all of our
family and close friends for their humbling outpour-
ing of love, support and generosity. 

Pallbearers were Mark, Neil, Les, Jared, Matthew
and Jaron Rykiss. Honorary pallbearers included
Shaun Rykiss, David Fink, Steven Fink, Alex Katz,
Brent Rykiss, David Marantz, James Byers and Ira
Lindenberg. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the
Ben Rykiss Memorial Fund at the Jewish Child and
Family Services in Winnipeg (204)477-7430, or any
charity of your choice.

Dad we will always love you and miss you.

SONDRA GOODMAN
It is with profound

sadness that the family
of Sondra Goodman
announces her passing
on Friday, October 2nd,
2020, in Calgary,
Alberta, one month shy
of her 80th birthday.
After a year long battle
with lung cancer, she
died at home, peaceful-
ly, in her sleep.  

Sondra was born in
Winnipeg to the late

Gertie and Harry Knelman, and grew up in a rich and
warm environment surrounded by her sisters,
cousins, and a large extended family.  Sondra was
active in many jewish youth organizations and
always had many friends. She excelled academically
and loved learning, and this love carried on through
her life and was passed on to her children and grand-
children.    Sondra received her Bachelor of
Education, Bachelor of Arts and Masters of
Education, and she had a 33 year teaching career that
included time as a teacher, counsellor, assistant prin-
cipal and principal, as well as a second career as a
career placement counsellor.  

It was at the wedding of her favourite teacher that
she met her soon to be husband George Goodman,
and after a two year courtship, was happily and lov-
ingly married to him for 60 years.  They were thrilled
with the arrival of daughter Robin and son Saul, and
eventually with the inclusion of daughter-in-law
Christine and grandchildren Rachel and Elisha, with
whom she had a special bond. 

Sondra’s family meant everything to her, and if
they were happy, she was happy.  She was always
there providing love, guidance, support and a shoul-
der to cry on.   Nothing made Sondra happier than to
be with her children and grandchildren, and she
loved having the whole family together for Passover,
the High Holidays, and any other occasion she could
think of.  She was a person who was deeply kind,
empathetic and loving, and had a wonderful, gentle
and wry sense of humour.  She was the lynchpin of
the family, and is mourned and will be deeply and
forever missed by her husband, children and grand-
children.  She will also be deeply missed by her sis-
ters Phyllis (Ron) Levin and Dena (Jack) Perlov, sis-
ters-in-law Sylvia Richman, Judy Goodman and
Audrey (Phillip) Unger and a large extended family. 

The family is grateful for the friendship and help
they received from Yordi Binning, and for the sage
advice and wisdom of Dr. Stephanie Kerwin.
Donations may be made to the Sondra Goodman
Memorial Fund at the Jewish Family Service of
Calgary, or to a charity of your choice.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

OCT. 14
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved  mother and

grandmother

RENEE
ROSENZWEIG

who passed away
October 3, 2019
4 days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LARRY HURTIG
who passed away
October 6, 2010

28 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAY RUDELIER
who passed away
October 26, 1981

28 Days in Tishrei, 5742
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANUEL FINK
who passed away
October 3, 2013

29 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children, sister and brother-
in-law and family.

7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE
ELFENBEIN

who passed away
October 11, 1988
30 Days in Tishrei

Many a lonely heartache
Often a silent tear
But always a beautiful memory
of one we loved so dear
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE
ERENBERG

who passed away
October 20, 2009
2 days in Chesvan

Always in our hearts.
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

11th YahrzeitIn Memoriam

In memory of

MANLEY
GOLDBERG

who passed away
October 19, 2009

2 days in Cheshvan
They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Phyllis, his
children, grandchildren &
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. JACK
RUBIN

who passed away
October 14, 2017

We love you dearly and miss
you everyday.
— Your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

CLARA COHEN
who passed away
October 28, 2016

26 days in Tishrei 5777
Always in our thoughts and in
our hearts.
— Sadly missed by family and
friends.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HYMIE KATZ
who passed away
October 15, 1998
26 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your son
Murray, daughter-in-law
Cheryl and granddaughter
Farah.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SARAH
DUDECK
who passed away
October 14, 2009

27 days in Tishrei, 5770
—Always remembered, loved
and missed by her children,
grandchildren great-
grandchildren, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

SARA
BERKAL

who passed away
March 1st, 2009
5 Days in Adar

Rabbi
LOUIS BERKAL

who passed away
October 19th, 2009
1 Day in Cheshvan

In loving memory of

Beloved Parents, Grandparents
Pillars of our Community

Always Remembered
    Forever Missed

- Your Loving Family

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

DAVID
COLBERG
who passed away
October 28, 2008
29 days in Tishrei

Always in our thoughts.
— Lovingly remembered by
sister Audrey, son Shawn,
and granddaughter Desirae.

In loving memory of

BEN SMORDIN
who passed away
October 29, 2003

4 Days in Cheshvan
— Always in our hearts and
forever missed by your
daughter and granddaughters,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

RUTH STAJER
who passed away
October 18, 2007

6 Days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

PAUL STAJER
who passed away

November 23, 2005
21 Days in Chesvan

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN ADLEMAN
who passed away
October 30, 2000

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children
and grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS CONTINUED
ON NEXT PAGE

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

OCT. 21

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EMANUEL
(MOTTY)

ROSENBERG
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

— Forever in our hearts
and deeply missed by his wife
Sybil, children, grandchildren,
great-granddaughters,  family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRVIN SERA
who passed away
October 18, 2015

5 days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by his  loving
children and grandchildren.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
BROWN

who passed away
November 10, 1986

8 Days in Cheshvan, 5747
—  Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by
your children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of dear
father and Zaida

SAM SEGAL
who passed away
October 25, 1998

6 Days in Cheshvan, 5759
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

JACK EARNEST
STEIN

who passed away
November 8, 1986

6 Days in Cheshvan
Loving memories will never
die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ANN
DUTKEVICH

Who passed away
November 3, 2000

5 Days in Cheshvan
With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit14th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JULIUS MINUK
who passed away

October 25th, 2006
3 days in Chesvan

With everyday that passes your
kind and gentle soul remains in
our thoughts.
Your smile and laughter are
deeply missed and your eternal
spirit remains forever in our
hearts.
— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by his wife, children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

LEON
SALAMON
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

Your goodness, sweetness and
integrity will always be
remembered.
You were the best.
— Forever loved by y our wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LEO

SHEARER
who passed away
November 1, 2019
3 Heshvan, 5780

A true force of nature.

SELMA
SHEARER
who passed away
October 24, 2018
15 Heshvan, 5779

A woman of beauty & grace.
—Forever remembered and sadly missed by their family.

In Memoriam

You're always in our Hearts, our thoughts and our soul.
Sorely missed but never forgotten.
In Loving memory we honour you.

— Your Loving Children, Grandchildren and Family.

In loving memory of

RUDY
LOWENSTEIN

who passed away
October 18, 2004
3 days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

PAULA
LOWENSTEIN

who passed away
November 11, 2005
9 days in Chesvan

15th Yahrzeit 16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAUL
MORANTZ
who passed away
November 1, 2014

9 days in Cheshvan, 5775
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. RAYMOND
DEUTSCHER

who passed away
Octobber 28, 2017
8 days in Cheshvan

We love you dearly and miss
you always.
— Your loving wife Carla,
brother David, sister-in-law
Heather and niece Ilana.

the singer’s death. Instead, he spent a year
reading what others had written about Prince
— everything except his own notes. 

In the time between Prince’s death and the
publication of the book, Karlen himself went
through a great deal of personal trauma. His
father died last September, and in April of
2017, nearly a year to the day after Prince’s
death, he lost nearly all of his possessions in
a fire. Luckily for him, the audio of his old
interviews with Prince and other notes had
been digitized just weeks earlier.  

“I lost everything but my Prince stuff,” he
said. 

Karlen notes repeatedly in the book that
Prince was very much unknowable, even to
those who were close to him. Though he had
long been vocal about hating drugs and even
looked down on those who used them, Prince
privately battled an opioid dependency that
would eventually kill him.  And like fellow
Minnesotan Bob Dylan, he made a habit of
saying things to the press about his upbring-
ing that were contradictory or even outright
untrue. 

“He was inventing himself,” Karlen said.
“The easiest way to reinvent yourself is to
pretend you had no past.” 

Karlen’s book also explores how Prince was
shaped by the “Minnesota nice” stereotype of
mild manners and passive aggression and
how the state can often be an inhospitable
place to those outside the dominant
Scandinavian culture. Much of the music leg-
end’s life was marred by his hostile relation-
ship with his father and the death of his only
child in 1996 — a tragedy, Karlen convinc-
ingly argues, Prince never really got over.
Prince also had strained relationships with
band members and his family, and he ended
up dying alone at Paisley Park — the exact
fate he had long feared. 

“It breaks my heart, because I really did like
him as a guy, but he was broken,” Karlen said.
“I think his father did it, and I think it broke
him as a human being, but it also sort is what
propelled him into the next stratosphere…. I
just wish he’d been happier more often.”

Prince
(Continued from page 15)

French Jewish group raises
funds for flooded town that
hid Jews during the Holocaust

(JTA) Oct. 9, 2020 — A French Jewish
organization is raising funds to help residents
of a flooded town where many locals tried to
save Jews from the Holocaust.

The National Bureau for Vigilance Against
Anti-Semitism, or BNVCA, has collected
$1,500 for the people of St Martin de Vesubie,

where multiple homes
were destroyed in a
flash flood on Oct. 2.

In 1943, some 300
Jewish families were
hidden in St. Martin
de Vesubie, a small
community near the
Italian border. Most
were apprehended
anyway and sent to
their deaths by the
Nazis and their Italian
allies.

“BNVCA remem-
bers the courage and
solidarity that resulted
in hundreds of Jewish
refugees being shel-
tered during World
War II at St. Martin de
Vesubie,” BNVCA
wrote in a statement.



By BERNIE BELLAN

Winnipeg’s own Allan Levine
has established himself as an
award-winning author of non-

fiction history – with probably the book
best-known to Winnipeg audiences
being Coming of Age: A History of the
Jewish People of Manitoba, which was
published in 2009.

In addition to his well-received works
of history, Levine has occasionally
delved into the mystery oeuvre, most
often with his Sam Klein mystery nov-
els, the most recent of which was The
Bootlegger’s Confession.

The Sam Klein novels are set in Winnipeg in the first half of the 20th cen-
tury – an era for which Levine apparently has a great deal of affection. With
an endless series of colourful rogues populating those books, Levine has
certainly demonstrated an ability to bring alive a period with which most
of us now can only imagine through the accounts of others.

Now, with his latest book, Details are Unprintable: Wayne Lonergan and
the Sensational Café Society Murder, Levine enters into a different sort of
writing that combines his demonstrated ability to research his subject mat-
ter with a novelist’s fine ear for authentic dialogue.

Although the particular subject of this book – that being the sensational
murder of a young, wealthy New York heiress by the name of Patricia
Burton, presumably at the hands of her estranged husband, Wayne
Longeran, may have commanded the headlines of newspapers throughout
the United States and Canada (and Europe too, on occasion), by now the
story has faded from memory.

As Levine notes, “The story of the murder of Patricia Burton Longeran
and Wayne Longeran’s alibi, confession, and conviction is two tales in one.
The first tells of the tragic death of a young mother…” the second aspect
of the story relates to doubts cast on the Longeran’s guilt “mainly because
the trial took place in an era before DNA was utilized in legal proceedings”.

And, although there have been other accounts of the murder and its after-
math published previously (to which Levine refers with full acknowledg-
ment of those other works), the painstaking manner in which Levine pieces
together the chronology of what likely happened in 1943 brings alive a
story that for the vast majority of readers is likely totally unfamiliar.

There is a Jewish aspect to the story in that Patricia Burton was Jewish,
but coming from a highly assimilated family that more than anything want-
ed to be accepted as one of New York’s upper echelon families, her
Jewishness was totally irrelevant to her.

She was also an unmitigated spoiled brat and Levine offers up a vivid
description of what her life of carousing and partying was like until her
murder when she was only 22.

Now, if the story of the murder of a rich heiress at the hands of her
estranged husband seems to have been lifted straight from some
Hollywood movie, Levine informs us that this particular story itself actu-
ally inspired more than one movie.

The book is written in chronological form, with an often dizzying array
of characters introduced  throughout.  Levine describes the  origins of the
Burton family fortune, beginning with a successful brewer by the name of
Max Bernheimer. As the family became more assimilated – similar to many
other German Jews at the time, the name was changed to the more Waspish
sounding “Burton”.

Patricia’s father, William O. Burton, plays an important role in the book
even though he died three years before Patricia’s murder, as it turns out that
William was a homosexual – and that led to his meeting and having a rela-
tionship with William Longeran.

Longeran himself was quite the fascinating character – and a Canadian to
boot! Levine explains how Longeran was very much a rogue, beginning
from almost his earliest days when he plunged into a life of petty crime. He
was also quite good looking and very much the ladies’ man – even though
if not totally homosexual he was at lthe very least, bisexual,

Longeran’s homosexuality becomes a principal aspect of what eventual-
ly follows, as when he is eventually charged with Patricia’s murder, the
New York City tabloids have a field day focusing on his “perverted”
lifestyle. Levine quotes liberally from newspaper accounts of the day that
use the most purple prose to denigrate Longeran in ways that would be

largely unthinkable today.
But Levine is able to set
the scene so vividly the
reader is able to imagine
full well what it must have
been like reading daily
newspaper accounts, first
of the murder of Patricia
Burton, followed by the
arrest of William
Longeran  in Toronto
(where he had returned
following her murder),
culminating in his trial.

Levine points out that
there was something else
going on in the world at
the time – a minor story
known as World War II,
but for the tabloids – and
even other more self-
respecting newspapers of
the day, the Patricia
Burton murder and subse-
quent arrest and trial of
Wayne Longeran took
centre stage for much of
the time that other far
more pressing events
were certainly deserving
to be in the spotlight.

While Patricia’s murder
was not really that much

of a mystery, given the overwhelming evidence that led directly to
Longeran, what did become a pivotal part of what followed was his con-
fession.

As mentioned, Levine has a fine ear for recreating imagined dialogue
and, given that there were no tape recordings at the time, he does his best
to lay out what likely happened when Longeran gave his confession to New
York police. That confession proved to be the damning nail in the coffin for
Longeran. Yet, by today’s standards of jurisprudence, there is a very good
chance his actual arrest in Toronto by Toronto police and his confession to
New York police would both be ruled as having occurred in violation of his
legal rights.

And that proves to another fascinating aspect of this book, as Levine
describes the many appeals filed on behalf of Longeran through the years
while he served out his prison sentence. The standards of what constituted
acceptable behaviour by police evolved over time and what happened to
Longeran played a part in the evolution of those standards, as Levine
explains.

At times the book does slow down its original fast pace when Levine
begins to describe the  very lengthy research he conducted in the New York
District Attorney’s office when he read firsthand all the files relating to the
Burton murder case. 

Although Levine writes that he is almost totally certain that Wayne
Longeran did indeed murder Patricia Burton, the circus atmosphere sur-
rounding his trial and the overt homosexual bashing in the papers of the
day undoubtedly played a large role in what eventually happened to
Longeran. Readers may well be aware how recent it is that gay rights have
been recognized within Western societies, but reading firsthand how vitri-
olic  - and commonplace within media, the attitudes were toward homo-
sexuals not that long ago helps to bring a real perspective to how far we
have come.

By focusing on this one particular story, rather than doing an exhaustive
study how the ostracizing  of homosexuals was not only considered accept-
able within larger society, it was demanded by the majority of the public,
Levine not only treats readers to a terrific story, he offers a salutary lesson
in how intolerant society was for so long.

In addition to being available at McNally Robinson, Details are
Unprintable: Wayne Lonergan and the Sensational Café Society Murder is
available at Indigo Chapters, Amazon (both Canada and the US), and
Barnes and Noble in the US.
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Books

Allan Levine combines his ability as a historian with his talent as a novelist in his latest book:
Details are Unprintable: Wayne Lonergan and the Sensational Café Society Murder

ALLAN LEVINE

Patricia Burton Longeran 
and Wayne Longeran

Their short-lived marriage ended with
Patricia’s brutal murder in 1943. Wayne
Longeran was convicted of the murder, but
events surrounding his arrest, confession,
and trial remain controversial to this day.



Review/Interview by 
MARTIN ZEILIG

There are parallels between our
wartime experience and the cli-
mate current crisis, maintains

author Seth Klein in his optimistic
new book.

“I ultimately decided to structure
the entire book around lessons from
Canada’s Second World War experi-
ence,” he writes.

Klein served for 22 years as the
founding director of the British
Columbia office of the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives
(CCPA), Canada’s foremost social
justice think tank, says an online
biography. He is now a freelance policy consultant, speaker, researcher
and writer, and author of  A Good War: Mobilizing Canada for the Climate
Emergency. Seth is an adjunct professor with Simon Fraser University’s
Urban Studies program, and remains a research associate with the CCPA’s
BC Office.

The book explores what wartime-scale climate mobilization could actu-
ally mean.

“Each chapter jumps back and forth in time between stories of what
Canada did during the war and what we now face,” Klein writes.

Among the many questions it answers are: How was public opinion ral-
lied to support mobilization during the war, and how might it be galvanized
again?

What were the roles of governments, news media, and arts and culture?
And critically, what sort of political leadership do we require to see us
through challenges like this? How was social solidarity secured across
class, race and gender, and how can we do so again? 

Mr. Klein consented to an email interview with The Jewish Post & News.
JP&N: Why did you decide to write this book now?
SK: Like many people, I think, as I read the latest scientific warnings,

I’m afraid. In particular, I feel deep anxiety about the state of the world we
are leaving to our kids and those who will live throughout most of this cen-
tury and beyond. And so this book project began with a desire to address
this harrowing gap between what the science says we must do and what our
politics seems prepared to entertain. I wanted to explore if and how we can
align our politics and economy in Canada with what the science says we
must urgently do to address the climate emergency. And it is that. I had
always planned to include a chapter on lessons from the Second World War
for rapid transformation as a  reminder that we have done this before. We
have mobilized in common cause across society to confront an existential
threat. And in doing so, we have retooled our entire economy – twice, in
fact, once to wrap up wartime production and again to reconvert back to a
peace-time economy – all in the space of six short years.

JP&N: What are the most essential/realistic policies that Canada should
implement to deal with the climate crisis?

SK: To execute a successful battle, we need a plan. Here, then, are seven
key strategic lessons that emerge from my study of our WWII mobilization:

1. Adopt an emergency mindset. As we’ve all witnessed in recent months,
something powerful happens when we approach a crisis by naming the
emergency and the need for wartime-scale action. It creates a new sense of
shared purpose, a renewed unity across Canada’s confederation, and liber-
ates a level of political action that seemed previously impossible.
Economic ideas deemed off-limits become newly considered. And we
become collectively willing to see our governments adopt mandatory poli-
cies, replacing voluntary measures that merely incentivize and encourage
change with clear timelines and regulatory fiat in order to drive change.

2. Rally the public at every turn. Many assume that at the outbreak of the
Second World War everyone understood the threat and were ready to rally.
But that was not so. It took leadership to mobilize the public. In frequency
and tone, in words and in action, the climate mobilization needs to look and
sound and feel like an emergency. If our governments are not behaving as
if the situation is an emergency – or they send contradictory messages by
approving new fossil fuel infrastructure – then they are effectively com-
municating to the public that it is not.

3. Inequality is toxic to social solidarity and mass mobilization. A suc-
cessful mobilization requires that people make common cause across class,
race and gender, and that the public have confidence that sacrifices are
being made by the rich as well as middle-class and modest-income people.
During the First World War, inequality undermined such efforts.
Consequently, at the outset of the Second World War, the government took
bold steps to lessen inequality and limit excess profits. Such measures are
needed again today. Moreover, polling clearly shows that when ambitious
climate action is linked to tackling inequality, support does not go down –

rather, it goes dramatically up.

4. Embrace economic planning and
create the economic institutions need-
ed to get the job done. During WWII,
starting from a base of virtually noth-
ing, the Canadian economy and its
labour force pumped out planes, mil-
itary vehicles, ships and armaments at
a speed and scale that is simply mind-
blowing. Remarkably, the Canadian
government (under the leadership of
C.D. Howe) established 28 crown
corporations to meet the supply and
munitions requirements of the war
effort. The private sector had a key
role to play in that economic transi-
tion, but vitally, it was not allowed to
determine the allocation of scarce
resources. In a time of emergency, we
don’t leave such decisions to the mar-
ket. Howe’s department undertook

detailed economic planning to ensure wartime production was prioritized,
conducting a national inventory of wartime supply needs and production
capacity and coordinating the supply chains of all core war production
inputs (machine tools, rubber, metals, timber, coal, oil and more). The cli-
mate emergency demands a similar approach. We must again conduct an
inventory of conversion needs, determining how many heat pumps, solar
arrays, wind farms, electric buses, etc., we will need to electrify virtually
everything and end our reliance on fossil fuels. And we will need a new
generation of crown corporations to then ensure those items are manufac-
tured and deployed at the requisite scale.

5. Spend what it takes to win. A benefit of an emergency mentality is that
it forces governments out of an austerity mindset. This year, in response to
the COVID emergency, Canada’s debt-to-GDP ratio will rise to about 50%.
At the end of WWII, it was 108%. In order to finance the war effort, the
government issued new public Victory Bonds and new forms of progres-
sive taxation were instituted. Yet these new taxes, and, what remains to this
day historic levels of public debt, did not produce economic disaster. On
the contrary, they heralded an era of record economic performance. As we
confront the climate emergency, financing the transformation before us
requires that we employ similar tools.

6. Indigenous leadership, title and rights are central to winning.
Indigenous people played an important role in the Second World War.
Today, their role in successfully confronting the climate crisis is pivotal. As
our mainstream politics dithers on meaningful and coherent climate action,
the assertion of Indigenous title and rights is buying us time, slowing and
blocking new fossil fuel projects until our larger politics come into com-
pliance with the climate science. Some of Canada’s most inspiring renew-
able energy projects are also happening under First Nations’ leadership. It
is imperative to both honour and support such efforts.

7. Leave no one behind. The Second World War saw over one million
Canadians enlist in military service and even more employed in munitions
production (far more than are employed in the fossil fuel industry today).
After the war, all those people had to be reintegrated into a peacetime econ-
omy. That too required careful planning, and the development of new pro-
grams for returning soldiers, from income support to housing to post-sec-
ondary training. The ambition of these initiatives provides a model for what
a just transition can look like today for all workers whose economic and
employment security is currently tied to the fossil fuel economy, with a
special focus on those provinces and regions most reliant on oil and gas
production.

JP&N: Is there anything else you’d like to share with our readers?
SK:  The book is an invitation to our political leaders, to reflect on the

leaders who saw us through the Second World War and to consider who
they want to be, and how they wish to be remembered, as we undertake this
defining task of our lives. My hope is that this book might embolden them
to be more politically daring than we have seen to date, because that is what
this moment demands.

And much like the trials that tested the character of past generations, the
book is also an invitation to all of us to reflect on who we want to be as we
together confront this crisis. 

A Good War: Mobilizing Canada for the Climate Emergency
By Seth Klein 
(ECW Press 464 pg. $24.95)
Available on Amazon.ca in both paperback and Kindle format
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
My personal tradition during the Jewish High Holidays
is to read brand new books. This year I read Timothy
Snyder’s “Our Malady: Leesons in Liberty From a
Hospital Diary” and Tanya Talaga’s “All Our Relations:
Finding the Path Forward”. Snyder criticizes the
American health system, while Talaga protests the high
sucisde rates among aboriginal peoples around the
world. Both books advocate for a better healthier society
that listens to people and their stories and attempts to
heal them. A gut zis gezunt yor. 

Tune in  to The Jewish Radio Hour -
Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on

the AM dial or online at ckjs.com 
On October 18th, the hosts will be Gerry Posner and

Rochelle Zucker who will present Yiddish songs about
friendship.

On October 25th you will hear Regine Frankel and
Rochelle Zucker.  

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site:

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

2 Jewish stars helped power the Seattle
Storm to a WNBA championship

By EMILY
BURACK

(JTA) Oct.
7, 2020 — In
a sweep, the
Seattle Storm
defeated the
Las Vegas
Aces for the
2020 WNBA
c h a m p i -
onship title
on October 6.
Instrumental
in that victory
were two
Jewish stars: starting point guard Sue Bird and starting
forward Alysha Clark.

Bird, who made history in Game 1 of the series with a
record number of assists, became the third-ever basketball
player — male or female — to win championships in three
different decades. (The other two were men’s basketball
players Tim Duncan and John Salley.) This was the Jewish
superstar’s 17th season in the WNBA — and she’s not
slowing down anytime soon.

“I think the fact that I’ve been able to do it in different
decades, with the same franchise, not many people can say
that,” said Bird, who turns 40 in two weeks. “To recreate
it over time and stay at a high level over time is definitely
something I’m proud of, because it hasn’t been easy.”

Fellow Israeli-American basketball player — both have
dual citizenship — Alysha Clark, 33, dedicated the
Storm’s win to the Black women “forgotten in this coun-
try.”

“We are often overlooked and often unheard, and this
championship was for them, for us,” said Clark, who is
Black and Jewish.

Clark, born and raised in Colorado, researched the
Jewish heritage on her mother’s side of the family with a
Florida rabbi to obtain Israeli citizenship and play profes-
sionally there. She played for three different Israeli teams
between 2010 and 2016.

Clark, who was raised Christian and still practices that
religion, didn’t know much about her Jewish heritage
before playing in Israel — but she did know how to count
to 10 in Hebrew, because her maternal grandparents spoke
the language and celebrated some Jewish holidays.

“I want to understand the language in the country I live
in, to communicate with people as well as with grandpa
and grandma,” Clark explained at the time.

Bird, whose father is Jewish, never played in Israel but
lived there for a short time while acquiring citizenship and
has talked about the experience of immersing herself in
Israeli culture.

Alysha Clark #32 and Sue Bird #10
dancing with Seattle Storm team mas-
cot



By MYRON LOVE

Former Winnipegger Lucy Manusovich
Lipari, educator and construction company
executive, has now added author to her

resumé.  She released her maiden effort – The
Genghis Code – on Amazon late last month.

The international thriller, she explains, focuses
on treasure stolen during the still fairly recent
Iraq war – treasure that holds the key to world-
wide domination and which is eagerly sought
after by a secret and sinister cult made up of
descendants of the great Mongol conqueror,
Genghis Khan. 

The central characters are retired New York
City firefighter and CID officer Jake Preston,
and “alluring” professor Valentina who may or

may not have connections to the Russian Mafia.
They are assisted by a Dr. Song, a nuclear scien-
tist from the now infamous Wuhan.

“I had been thinking about writing a novel for
some time,” says Lipari, who left Winnipeg in
1967 and has degrees in English from Harvard
and New York University.  “When we went into
lockdown here in Florida (where she and her
husband, Richard, have been living for the past
15 years), I suddenly had the leisure time.”

After considering what the public would most
likely want to read, she decided to write a novel
in the style of The Maltese Falcon and Raiders
of the Lost Ark, combining treasure and intrigue.

“I reasoned that there has been enough written
about Nazi gold,” she says.  “I have always had
an interest in Genghis Khan.  He is not well
known but a lot of people know the name.”

Lipari started with an outline and the basics of
a plot.  “I found that the characters almost write
themselves,” she observes.  “It is almost like
they are real people and I am just following their
leads.”

She adds that for action scenes – car chases,
fight scenes and military stuff – she looked to her
husband, Richard, for input. 

“I call my husband my technical adviser,” she
says.

She reports that she starting writing The
Genghis Code in March and that she completed
the first draft in four months.  That was followed
by a few weeks of editing to create the finished
product.

She notes that Amazon is promoting the novel
and that – thus far - family members and friends
– including those in Winnipeg - have been buy-
ing copies. “It is also available on Kindle,” she
says.

Lipari has been a frequent visitor to Winnipeg
over the years. In June, the JP&N published a
story about her mother, Holocaust survivor Rita
Chabelski,  who had just turned 100.

(Lipari notes that she still owns a home in
Winnipeg’s north end and – up until this past
summer - was spending her summers in
Winnipeg with her mother.)

The new author further reports that she is
already working on a sequel with several of the
same characters.

As well, she and Richard are jointly putting out
a book of poems.  “We have been writing poetry
for years,” she says.  “We have close to 200
poems that we are putting into a book which will
also be available on Amazon.

“I think that you should continue your writing
dreams,” she comments.  “it’s not that difficult to
publish a book on Amazon.ca.  It’s never too
late, as I can attest.”

Former Winnipegger releases first novel
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STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 
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RICHARD and LUCY LIPARI
Lucy, who left Winnipeg to pursue English
degrees from Harvard and New York
University, is the daughter of 100-year-old
Holocaust survvor Rita Chabelski, who was
profiled in our June 24 issue

By EMILY BURACK
(JTA)  Oct. 11, 2020— Diego Schwartzman

put up a solid fight but ultimately couldn’t take
down Rafael Nadal in his French Open semifinal
match on Friday.

Still, Schwartzman’s best ever Grand Slam
result will propel him into the top 10 in the rank-
ings for the first time in his career. He will leave
Roland Garros with a ranking of No. 8 in the
world.

The Jewish tennis star lost to Nadal, the “King
of Clay,” in straight sets, 6-3, 6-3, 7-6(0), ending
a strong run at the postponed French Open.

Schwartzman, 28, who many believe is shorter
than his listed height of 5-foot-7, is immensely
popular in his hometown Argentine Jewish com-
munity and undeniably the world’s best Jewish
tennis player right now.

But an even higher ranking for a Jewish play-
er in modern tennis goes to a fellow short Jew:
American Harold Solomon, who reached a
career-high of No. 5 in 1980.

Solomon, who stands at 5-foot-6, will always
cheer on “El Peque” (which roughly translates to
“Shorty”), as Schwartzman is nicknamed.

“I’m very intrigued watching [Schwartzman]
and I’m always impressed. I root for him all the
time,” Solomon told ATPTour.com ahead of
Friday’s match. “He can say what he wants
about being a little guy, but it’s not easy being a
little guy in a big guy’s world.”

Schwartzman had beaten Nadal for the first
time in his career at the recent Italian Open, a
clay court precursor to the French Open.

“I know against Diego, it’s very difficult until
the end. He’s one of the players who makes more
breaks on the tour without a doubt,” Nadal said
after Friday’s match. “I have been playing him a

lot of times, but he’s getting better and better
every time.”

Post script: We had received this email from
Sharon Love about a recent match featuring two
top-ranked Jewish tennis players:

“As I was watching a  most exciting Italian
Open semi-final tennis match on Sunday after-
noon (Sept. 20th), It donned on me that it was
definitely a historic march. The two players,
Argentinian Diego Schwartzman and Canadian
Denis Shapavalov are both Jewish! This is defi-
nitely a first at that level.  So which one do you
cheer for, maybe Shapavalov because he is
Canadian?

“In all fairness, each player dug deep and the
match should go down in the annals of tennis for
the excitement it elicited. The  two players were
fairly evenly matched as the points kept going
back and forth between them and everything
went down to the wire. Schwartzman finally
edged out Shapavalov on a tie breaker and
moved on to the final. This win led to his first
appearance at an ATP Masters 1000 final.”

Diego Schwartzman loses to Nadal in French Open
semifinal, but enters top 10 for first time in his career

Rafael Nadal (left) defeated Diego
Schwartzman in the semifinals of the French
Open Friday night, Oct. 9.



Ed. note: In October 2018 we ran a
story by Myron Love about James
Cohen who, by day, serves as President
and CEO of Gendis Inc., but whose true
passion is music.

We present that story again, although
it’s been updated with some recent infor-
mation:

James Cohen was 11 years old when
his parents first signed him up for
guitar lessons.

“I played in garage bands in high
school and then, after finishing universi-
ty, I was accepted into the Guitar
Institute of Technology in Hollywood. 
Over the more than two years that I was
at the school, I learned a lot about music
and song-writing. I really wanted to
pursue it.”

“After a few years, I really started to enjoy the guitar,” Cohen says.
However, first he had a higher call to answer. Although he was not pres-
sured to do so, he moved back to Winnipeg to follow in the footsteps of his
late father, Albert Cohen, who, with his father, Alexander, and his five
brothers, founded General Distributors (later to become Gendis Inc), the
company that brought Sony products to Canada and at one time operated
SAAN Stores and other retail chains across the country. 

Thus, in 1990, the younger Cohen returned to Winnipeg to take up the
family heritage. He started at the bottom – in retail sales in one of the
Winnipeg SAAN stores – and, over 20 years, worked his way up to the top
of the Gendis corporate ladder.  While the corporation was forced to sell its
retail stores nearly 15 years ago due to the changing nature of retail, Gendis
is still active, Cohen reports, in the real estate, energy and agri-business
fields.

And, although his “day job” is as a corporate leader, Cohen has, at the
same time, been able to pursue a second career as a rock musician and song
writer these last many years.  “I never stopped performing and writing
music,” he says.  Cohen is the lead guitar player and singer in the epony-
mous band “James Cohen and the Prairie Roots Rockers” (which also
includes Lloyd Peterson – also on guitar, bass player Bruce Jacobs, drum-
mer Steve Martens and, until his untimely death last Novemeber -  Gerry
Atwell on keyboard. He has been replaced by Kyle McKiernan.).  

“They are among the best musicians in this region,” Cohen says of his
bandmates.  “We don’t play hard rock,” he points out, noting that among his
musical influences are the late Tom Petty and John Mellencamp. “We play
straight ahead classic rock.” 

Now, the measure of success in the music business is not what it used to
be, Cohen observes. It used to be that aspiring musicians and bands would
try to get a record deal with a major label and get air play on radio.  But no
one’s buying records anymore.   These days, it’s about live performances,
downloading and placement in movies and television. 

“We have had some successes,” he says. “We put out an album in 2011
on a Warner Music Canada affiliate called Soccermom Records. One of our
songs, ‘So Long Sweet Deception’ spent a total of 16 weeks in the Top 50
nationally on the Mediabase Canadian Active Rock Top 100 Chart, peaking
at #32 in 2012. 

“We also have had four singles chart, including our newest single ‘10,000
Lifetimes’, which was released in the fall of 2015.”  The Rockers also had
“These Long Nights”, from the 2011 debut album, picked up for use in the
movie soundtrack of “Gone Tomorrow”, a film that went almost straight to
DVD.

Ed. note: Just this past week, we were informed by by Cohen’s publicist
that the band has now released a video from another song on that debut
album, titled "Dreaming my Life Away”. You can watch that video on
Youtube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GCTm3fkw4kE&fea-
ture=youtu.be or by going to our website and clicking on this same story
about James Cohen on our home page: www.jewishpostandnews.ca

“The origins of the songs on that 2011 albums go back several years,”
Cohen said earlier this month. “The general themes are one of loneliness
and isolation which, unfortunately, are sentiments many of us can relate to
during these difficult times currently.”

 In 2018 Cohen  signed a contract with Americana Music Publishing Inc.

whereby he extended rights
for 34 of his original songs
for commercial use. 

At the time he said, “We
are looking forward to get-
ting back into the studio
soon to do some more
recording.”

James Cohen’s love of
music extends beyond just
rock and roll. He notes that
he and his wife, Linda, are
involved in many communi-
ty organizations. As a com-
mitted community volun-
teer, James has chaired two
of the largest arts and culture
organizations in the
Province of Manitoba as a

past-chair of both Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet (2005 – 2007 ) and The
Manitoba Museum (2018 – 2020) as well as sitting as a current board mem-
ber of the highly respected Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra.

“We support many worthy causes,” he says.  And, in addition to carrying
on the family business and his passion for music, Cohen is an avid hockey
player.  “I played hockey for many years in the Maccabia League winning a
few championships along the way,” he says.   At 54, he continues to play
hockey weekly at the Highlander. “I like to think that I have a well-round-
ed life,” he says.

With a forthcoming album in the works, James Cohen and the Prairie
Roots Rockers are also set to perform with the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra in 2021.

James Cohen and the Prairie Roots Rockers go back in time 
to release a video from their 2011 debut album
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At left: JAMES COHEN as seen on the album cover of his 2011 debut
album, “James Cohen and the Praire Roots Rockers”; at right: a current
photo of James
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THESE
HEARING AIDS 
HIDE SO YOU 

CAN STAND OUT
Ultra-small, ready-to-wear 
hearing aids - so discreet, 

no one may ever know 
you’re wearing them

One of the world’s smallest hearing aids, Silk X, is ready to 
wear thanks to its super soft silicone sleeves that allow it to 
hide comfortably in your ear.
• Nearly invisible in the ear for optimal discretion

• Acoustic motion sensor technology – so you can hear sounds around you 

• Click Sleeves™ for a quick and easy instant-fit; custom mold is not required 

• Signia App - direct help from your hearing care professional wherever you are (appointment required)

NEW!

Begin your hearing care journey with a telehearing appointment

Call for an appointment today
to see if the new Silk X is right for you!

ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE OF TELEHEARING CARE 

*Discount offer applies to purchases made between September 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020. Discount of up to $1,100 available for purchase of select binaural hearing aids of specific technology. Full refund applies on purchase up to 60 days, and 
hearing aids must be returned to be eligible for a trial period refund. Other discount amounts available and depend on hearing aid purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion and is not redeemable for cash. Smart 
technology and/or WiFi required for certain accessories. Not applicable on third party orders. Offer available only at participating clinics in Canada. See clinic for more details.

Trademarks and trade names are those of their respective owners. helixhearingcare.ca

204-809-4345

1020 Lorimer Boulevard, Suite 205
Winnipeg, MB

204-800-7489

246 Kennedy Street
Winnipeg, MB

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER

This purchase
offer also includes a
60 DAY TRIAL PERIOD*

of the ultra small Silk X
hearing aids

PURCHASE A PAIR OF SILK X
HEARING AIDS AND RECEIVE UP TO

$1,100 OFF*

FREE HEARING TEST
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