
By BERNIE BELLAN
The following press release was received from

the Simkin Centre on October 21. We were
asked not to publish it until October 28:

The Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre PCH Inc.
Board of Directors and The Saul and Claribel
Simkin Centre Foundation Board of Directors
are pleased to share with you the announcement
of an unexpected bequest to the Sharon Home in
the amount of $725,937 CDN from the Estate of
Myer and Corrine Geller of San
Diego, California.

These funds come to the Centre
at an opportune time as we are
faced with aging infrastructure
and equipment, rising costs with
freezes or cuts to government
funding and ongoing covid relat-
ed costs that remain unfunded at
this time.  A portion of these funds
(30%) will be used for the imme-
diate needs of the Centre, includ-
ing support of our fight against
Covid-19.  The remainder (70%)
of the funds will be allocated to
the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba to create our new
Building Reserve Fund.  This fund
will help to ensure our ability to
maintain our building and equip-
ment on a long term basis.  The Simkin Centre is
a world class facility and we want to do our best
to keep it that way.

All we know about the Gellers is they had no
children and Myer was a 1943 graduate of St.
John’s High School (Winnipeg).  Further, Mr.
Geller went to MIT, became a physicist and was
granted several patents.

We have been unable to determine why we
were the recipient of this bequest.  We hope shar-
ing this good news with the community may give
us some insight into the mystery.  We hope that
the Gellers’ generosity will inspire others to con-
sider the Simkin Centre in their estate planning.

Upon receipt of this tantalizing news, we
began to investigate who Myer and Corrine

Geller were and the possible reason that they had
decided to leave such a substantial amount of
money to the Sharon Home.

Beyond the information that was divulged in
the Simkin Centre press release we were able to
determine some further information about the
Gellers. We were aided in this process by Don
Aronovitch, who is Chair of the Simkin
Foundation, and by Don Harrison, publisher and
editor of the San Diego Jewish World.

Myer Geller was born in
Winnipeg in 1926.
Although we are not certain
who his parents were, a
search of various websites,
including Ancestry.ca, has
led us to believe that his
father’s name was Max
Geller. There were several
Max Gellers who lived in
Winnipeg in the early part
of the 20th century.
Unfortunately, none of the
archival material that we
searched led to a definite
conclusion who Myer
Geller’s parents were. We
also contacted Rena
Boroditsky of the Chesed
shel Emes to see whether

the Chesed’s records give the names of next of
kin of deceased, but they don’t. We also spoke
with Shelly Sklover, funeral director of Etz
Chayim Congregation, to see whether their
records give the names of next of kin of
deceased. (Of the many Gellers who are buried
in Winnipeg cemeteries, 49 out of 51 are buried
in cemeteries now under Etz Chayim’s manage-
ment.) Unfortunately that information is also not
contained within the Etz Chayim’s records.

We also searched the archives of our own
newspaper and were only able to find one refer-
ence to Myer Geller – that he had a bar mitzvah
in 1939. A search of the Jewish Heritage Centre’s
archives also led nowhere, but unfortunately
their archives do not give very precise results. 

An email from Don Aronovitch, however, shed
some more light as to when the Simkin Centre
first became aware that a substantial donation
was about to come their way:

In early October 2019, Lori (Cerqueti, CEO of
the Simkin Centre) was notified we were the 11%
Beneficiary of the Myer & Corinne Geller estate
in San Diego.  While fabulous news, it was so
much ‘out of the blue, that we wondered if it was
legitimate.  We were sent a copy of the Will and
gradually, the prospect of this bequest being real
came into focus.  After a long quiet period, as the
estate was being settled, a cheque for $550,000
USD arrived in August payable to the Saul &
Claribel Simkin Centre Foundation.  After the
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Sudan will normalize ties with Israel, Trump announces
By RON KAMPEAS

Oct. 23, 2020 WASH-
INGTON (JTA) —
Sudan will become the
third Arab country in the
past two months to nor-
malize ties with Israel,
continuing the trend of
Arab states’ willingness
to advance ties with the
Jewish state even without
a peace agreement with
the Palestinians.

President Donald Trump announced the agreement on Friday. According
to a joint statement released by Israel, Sudan and the U.S., the two coun-
tries will “end the state of belligerence between their nations.”

The statement also noted that the countries will “begin economic and
trade relations, with an initial focus on agriculture.” In the coming weeks,
the statement says, they will meet to discuss “agriculture technology, avi-
ation, migration issues and other areas.”

“The Arab-Israeli conflict is moving towards an end,” said Brian Hook,
the top State Department official who helped broker the deal, on Friday at
an Oval Office presenta-
tion.

One case of COVID-19 
reported at Simkin Centre

In other news about the Simkin Centre, on October 22 the centre report-
ed what is the first case of COVID at that home:

“Late yesterday afternoon we were notified that one of our Residents
tested positive for Covid-19.  The affected Resident has been moved to our
Adult Day Program space which has been designated as our Covid-19
Isolation Unit.  Dedicated staff will work in this area only to prevent pos-
sible spread of the virus.  All families have been notified of the outbreak,
both by email and telephone.  All affected staff have been contacted.  All
visitation is suspended until further notice.  Exceptions will be made for
end of life care situations.  

All residents will be required to stay on their home nursing unit and will
be monitored for symptoms.  Residents on the affected unit will be taking
meals in their room.  All staff are screened prior to their shift and will con-
tinue to wear the required personal protective equipment and practice rou-
tine practices such as hand hygiene.  Enhanced cleaning practices are in
place throughout the Centre.  We are following all Shared Health guide-
lines and will provide more information as it becomes available.  Thank
you for your patience, understanding and continued support. “ 

There have not been any further reports of COVID emerging at the
Simkin Centre since that one reported case.

Continued on page 3. See “Sudan”.

Who was Myer Geller?
Why did he want to donate
$725,000 to the Sharon
Home?
Did he have a relative there at
one time?

So far, no one knows.
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From the archives
Opening of the Chapel - November 1947

Your history is our history

Construction of our new facility is well
underway and our new "face" is visible
from Main Street.
The fundraising campaign, our first
since the 1940s, has raised $3 million
in support of our historic project.  
Our goal of $3.18 million is within
reach! 
Chesed Shel Emes, a non-profit burial
society has been serving the Jewish
community since 1930.
In addition to providing a modern
Tahara room where the deceased are
cared for, the new building will also
enhance services in our adjacent
Chapel, with a new ramp and
additional washrooms.
Our parents and grandparents
supported the construction of the
Chapel in 1947.  It's our turn to
strengthen our Jewish community for
generations to come.

Please call us to make a gift
or pledge today.

Chesed Campaign
exceeds $3 Million 

Call Chesed Shel Emes today at 204-582-5088
or make your campaign gift online at ourtradition.ca
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Sudan has been ruled by a Sovereignty
Council, led by military leader Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan and prime minister
Abdalla Hamdok, since a military coup
last year deposed longtime Sudanese

President Omar al-Bashir, who was subsequently convicted of corruption.
He presided over the country during the Darfur ethnic conflict, which
involved what the International Criminal Court has deemed war crimes by
the Sudanese government.

Earlier in the day, Trump informed Congress of his intent to remove
Sudan’s designation as a state sponsor of terrorism, which reportedly is
part of the agreement.
Sudan will get new leadership in 2022, when the state’s agreed-upon tran-
sition period ends. The north African country’s state religion was Islam
until earlier this year.
The United Arab Emirates and Bahrain have in recent weeks launched fast
tracks to open up diplomatic affairs, trade and tourism with Israel, but
Sudan is especially significant because it is by far the largest of the three
countries, in land mass and in population. It is also symbolically significant
because its capital, Khartoum, is where the Arab League met in 1967 after
the Six-Day War and issued its “three no’s” to reject any engagement with
Israel whatsoever and to continue the state of war.
Like the UAE and Bahrain, Sudan has not been in a war with Israel and has
over the years enjoyed a degree of secret ties with the country. In 1984, the
Sudanese authorities assisted in an airlift of Ethiopian Jews to Israel.
Sudan’s leader Abdel Fattah al-Burhan in February met openly with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, in Uganda.
There are also thousands of refugees from Sudan’s military conflicts living
in Israel.
Trump also said at the Oval Office event on Friday that the process of
solidifying the deals with the UAE and Bahrain “is moving along.” He said
he is in talks with the United Arab Emirates to sell the country advanced
F-35 stealth combat jets.
Israel objects to the sale, as do Democrats in Congress.
Bahrain signed a number of cooperative agreements with Israel this week
and the UAE and Israel agreeing to travel between the countries without a
pre-arranged visa. A government-linked Bahraini institute on Thursday
signed an agreement with the U.S. State Department to combat anti-
Semitism and delegitimization of Israel.

Sudan
(Continued from page 1.)



As we approach the dark days of winter it’s
hard to find much in the way of good
news. The daily tally of COVID infec-

tions comes across as an experience similar to
what it must have been like for anyone who has
gone through a war, reading or watching on TV
the daily battlefield casualty count.

As much as it’s  been  depressing for so many
of us I have to say that keeping busy running this

newspaper has been a way of avoiding descending into an even further
depression. As I’ve noted before at one time I wasn’t sure which way the
wind was blowing insofar as being able to keep The Jewish Post & News
going was concerned, but quite to my surprise – I have to say, things have
turned out much better than what I was anticipating.

I’ve been keeping in touch with the publishers of other Jewish newspa-
pers in Canada, particularly in Alberta and BC, but also this past week in
Ottawa for the first time. We’re all in the same boat when it comes to the
loss of revenue from advertising, but I can hardly complain since our loss-
es have been minimal compared to others. I’m sure that if you’re a regular
reader of this paper you’ll have noticed that every issue has remained a
good size – with what I’m hoping are plenty of interesting articles to read.

Other Jewish papers in Canada haven’t been so lucky. Some have either
reduced the number of issues they’re turning out or have cut back on the
number of pages per issue. And, while every paper also has a website as
well, we all agree that a website just doesn’t translate into the same expe-
rience as a newspaper delivers – nor can a website generate the kind of rev-
enue a newspaper can.

I also asked the publishers of other papers about the impact the COVID
pandemic has had on the Jewish organizations within their cities. The most
devastating results have clearly been felt in Toronto where, back in April,
not only did the Canadian Jewish News cease its operations, the Toronto
Jewish Federation laid off a huge number of its staff.

I was told that, of the other Canadian cities with sizeable Jewish popula-
tions, only Edmonton also saw its federation staff suffer layoffs. The rea-
son for that, it was explained to me, is that the Edmonton Jewish Federation
is expecting a fairly substantial reduction in the amount it will be able to
bring in during this year’s campaign. I was surprised to hear though that the
Edmonton annual appeal brings in only about a million dollars. Calgary, on
the other hand, brings in about $2 ½ million. The difference apparently has
to do with the relative wealth of the Calgary Jewish community as opposed
to Edmonton’s even though both cities have approximately the same size
Jewish population: about 7500 each.

When I mentioned to other publishers that Winnipeg’s Combined Jewish
Appeal brings in almost $6 million on a regular basis, they were quite
astonished. I explained to them that Winnipeg has a long tradition of active
support for our Jewish organizations even as the Jewish population
declined.

So, when I asked Elaine Goldstine, CEO of the Jewish Federation here
whether there have been any layoffs at the Federation since the pandemic
began I wasn’t surprised to read that there haven’t been any.

Elaine wrote: “Since the pandemic began, the Federation has taken an
increased leadership role in
the community in that we
have increased significantly
our interaction with all
Jewish agencies in
Winnipeg.   Our staff has
been working tirelessly to
ensure that the needs of our
beneficiary agencies, Jewish
organizations, and the com-
munity are met. With the
launch of the CJA campaign
in September, having all
hands on deck ensures we
can continue to provide unin-
terrupted support to the com-
munity financially, logisti-
cally, and through effective
advocacy.”

Yet, as much as the
Federation and most Jewish
organizations have been able
to persevere during these
most difficult times and have
come up with a host of imag-
inative ways to deal with the
challenges they’re all facing,
there is no denying that one
organization in particular has

been devastated beyond all others by the pandemic in terms of the effect its
had on what it’s able to do, and that is the Rady JCC.

Just this past week I was deeply upset to learn that the Rady JCC had laid
off one of its most senior employees – someone who more than anyone else
I can think of has been responsible for forging the identity of the Rady JCC
as the centre of Jewish life in our community. I also learned that all forms
of cultural programming have been put on hold for the time being

I asked Rob Berkowits, Executive Director of the Rady JCC, to comment
about the situation at the Rady JCC, which, anyone who is a member there,
would know has seen attendance reduced to a sliver of what it used to be.

Here is what Rob wrote in response (I’ve omitted the names of the indi-
viduals who were cited as having to be laid off): “It has been an awful week
and sadly I anticipate things will likely get worse in due time. I feel horri-
ble about having to lay off such committed members of our organization.
(Name ommitted) are extremely professional and dedicated.

“Back in March, we laid off the entire program department (with the
exception of...). These layoffs included dedicated program staff mem-
bers…Approx. 6 weeks ago, we brought back … but sadly the landscape
has changed dramatically with the rise in confirmed COVID-19 cases. It
has caused a significant about-face as it relates to our membership which
has resulted in our need to press pause and reconcile projections going for-
ward. We were seeing some subtle momentum but that has come to an
abrupt end. The Rady was ultimately able to bring back others in June and
July that were laid off last March. These staff members are connected to
such departments as fitness & aquatics, child care, sports desk, etc. I am
working on a variety of strategies that will allow the Rady to deliver some
level of cultural programming. Stay tuned. Happy to elaborate further, if
required.”

I had been working with certain members of the Rady JCC on a propos-
al I had put forward to begin a series of “town hall” meetings online in
which interesting individuals would be interviewed and take questions
from viewers. Unfortunately that idea is now on hold. 

Lucky for us though, some organizations have stepped up to provide the
kind of cultural programming that is so desperately needed during these
awful times. In particular I want to salute the Jewish Heritage Centre and
the Gwen Secter Centre for coming up with reasonable substitutes for the
kind of in-person experience that we had come to take for granted. The
Jewish Heritage Centre has been offering interactive lectures on a variety
of topics and, according to JHCWC Executive Director Belle Jarniewski,
those programs have been very well received. Sharon Graham’s talk on
Pearl Finkelstein, which was the subject of the paper she wrote that
received the Switzer-Cooperstock Prize this year had hundreds of viewers,
according to Belle.

The same success is being seen by the Gwen Secter Centre with its con-
cert series – produced by inimitable  impresario Karla Berbrayer. Becky
Chisick, Executive Director of Gwen Secter, reports that “the concert series
is a big hit!  We have close to 300 people registered and the concerts have
had 175 views each! 

We are actively programming for the winter!”
Further to Gwen Secter, as I had been reporting since April, they have

been turning out a fantastic number of kosher meals each week for shut-ins.
I asked Becky what the current status of their meal program is. She
responded: “Everything is going well.  Very busy!  We deliver 600 meals
weekly!” And to think – the Gwen Secter Centre came so close to going out
of existence just a few short years ago. Where would be now without that
dynamic north end institution?

Turning to a different subject entirely - the impending US election, once
again I’ve opened up the pages of this paper to an avid defender of Donald
Trump, Royle Derbitsky, who a couple of issues back wrote a laudable
assessment of Trump’s record in ways that the inarticulate Trump himself
would not have been capable of doing. 

I did hear from some readers who gave me credit for allowing a view-
point that I personally abhor to be expressed within this newspaper, which
is that Donald Trump is not actually the worst president in US history.

I happened to watch Sasha Baron Cohen’s latest “Borat” movie, in which
he absolutely skewers typical lunatic Trump supporters. When I’m told that
Trump has done some really good things for Israel, I can’t help but think of
the classic deflection of all the bad news that has accompanied the night-
marish Trump presidency: “Other than that, how was the play, Mrs.
Lincoln?”

Okay - I’ll concede that Trump has made some progress in breaking the
logjam insofar as the Arab world not prepared to recognize Israel, but if
Jewish voters are only going to view Trump through the prism of what he’s
done for Israel, then that’s a pretty narrow view to hold in the face of the
calamitous situation the US is now in with respect to COVID. 

I would hardly expect a Joe Biden presidency to see Israel’s position in
the Mideast weakened. Further, considering that polls continue to indicate
that 80% of American Jews are going to vote for Biden, the conclusion that
one can draw is that Israel just doesn’t rate as the most important issue for
the vast majority of them. Getting rid of someone who has caused ines-
timable damage to their country is.
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Israel and the rise of health technocrats
Health officials becoming policymakers is an

unhealthy development.

(October 22, 2020 / JNS) A worrying develop-
ment in Israel’s current management of the ongo-
ing pandemic has been the emergence and rise of
health professionals as policymakers.

Unlike military officials, who, in a representa-
tive democracy, do not make policy but rather
advise civilian decision-makers, health profes-
sionals have taken over the public discourse with

daily doomsday scenarios, press briefings and finger-wagging.

The global mortality rate for the virus is 0.13 percent according to the lat-
est data from the World Health Organization—and much lower for chil-
dren, with most showing no symptoms. Evidence also suggests children
are not “superspreaders.”

Faced with strong evidence to the contrary, Israel’s Coronavirus Project
Coordinator Ronni Gamzu is against opening schools, calling it dangerous.
Israel’s Health Ministry released a new report recently apparently showing
high coronavirus rates among kids and warned that sending children back
to schools at a time of high COVID-19 morbidity “may accelerate the
spread of the virus.” It also claimed that children are superspreaders “since
51 percent to 70 percent of them do not show symptoms of the virus,” and
said that “in 17 cases tracked by the Health Ministry, children managed to
infect over 10 of their peers.”

However, Ronit Calderon-Margalit, a Gamzu adviser, said the Health
Ministry drew the wrong conclusions from the report. She told The Times
of Israel that the report “seems to misinterpret data in a way that blames
children in the propagation of disease,” and that “the report reflects a mis-
conception that schools are behind the latest outbreak.”

“The reopening of schools on Sept. 1 was not the vector for the outbreak,
and you cannot assume that closing them on the 17th was the reason for the
decline in morbidity,” she said.

A paper published in the official journal of the American Academy of
Pediatrics in August suggests that “SARS-CoV-2 transmission in schools
may be less important in community transmission than initially feared.
This would be another manner by which SARS-CoV-2 differs drastically
from influenza, for which school-based transmission is well recognized as
a significant driver of epidemic disease and forms the basis for most evi-
dence regarding school closures as a public health strategy.”

More importantly, continued school closures risk “scarring the life
chances of a generation of young people,” according to an open letter pub-
lished last month and signed by more than 1,500 members of the United
Kingdom’s Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH).

A study released in early 2020 showed that a full third of Israeli children
live below the poverty line, and among the Arab and ultra-Orthodox com-
munities, nearly two-thirds are considered poor.

Few seem to appreciate the consequences of continued school closures.
Lower-income children who are entirely dependent on school meals go
hungry and there’s mounting evidence that children are suffering increased
abuse in the absence of school staff identifying and reporting signs of
domestic abuse.

Perhaps experts like professor Gamzu are the problem.
The cognitive science literature suggests that the highly educated and

intelligent are unable to rethink or reformulate their beliefs, or to adjust
viewpoints when presented with evidence that contradicts their prior
beliefs. Helen Dale, writing in CapX, observed that this is “because they
are typically better equipped to poke holes in data or arguments that con-
tradict their views.”

All of this begs the terrifying question: Are health officials actually inter-
ested in, or even capable of addressing the validity of their own beliefs,
even in the face of new evidence? The rise of health officials as key deci-
sion-makers behind destructive lockdowns and school closures is
unhealthy, and a development unbecoming for a country that has a proud
tradition of sanctifying life.

Dennis Mitzner is a Tel Aviv-based writer and entrepreneur. Subscribe to
his newsletter, follow him on Twitter at @DennisMitzner or connect with
him on Linkedin.
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Thanks for story on art exhibit
Hello, Bernie,

I would like to thank you for the review (Oct. 14 issue) and for the many
photos you included, especially in these times when people who may have
come out did not because of COVID. The photos gave people who could
not come a chance to see some of my work and I have heard from several
as far away as Victoria and Toronto. Clearly the Jewish Post & News is a
national newspaper.

I would also like to mention that your choice (and she told me your meet-
ing was serendipitous) of such a prestigious reviewer (Susan Turner) was
a boon for me. Not only was she very explicit in her description of my
work, as well as complimentary, but In addition, her review was my good
fortune because her words definitely have weight in the community, both
artist and general.

I have communicated with Susan several times thanking her and e chat-
ting.

I wanted to forward my thanks, as well, to you, for the great review and
the space you gave it.
Gayle Freed

Story on McAdam Avenue brought
back many memories

Thank you Jewish Post and Gerry Posner for the wonderful article on a
tale of two streets (Sept. 16 issue).

I was flooded with emotion and reminiscing while reading the article that
my sister Brenda sent me.

The street (McAdam) was one of a kind - that may never happen again.
My father built our house between 1939 and 1940, when I was born.
I spent from 1940 to 1964 growing up in this wonderful, loving environ-

ment, with my mother, father, sister, and our grandmother, Clara. She was
the “Baba” of the street. Nothing occurred on that street without her know-
ing about it. We behaved because she would expect that type of behaviour.

Thank you again for those wonderful memories you have brought back
to me.

Dr. Earl Mindell
185 McAdam Ave

Need someone to take over 
“Kick Butt for Colorectal Cancer”

To Bernie and Myron,
I wanted to thank the two of you for all of your support for the last 13

years. 
This is a copy of the letter that went out to our past participants today.

- Sid

Hello Everyone,
We are proud to say that this year’s virtual run raised $10,613.80 to date. 
The committee has decided that we will be stepping down from running

the walk going forward, unless we can find new leadership. If anyone is
interested in taking the reins, please contact me. I will be happy to serve as
a mentor for 2021.

Otherwise, we will be donating the remaining funds in our bank account,
$6,182.22, to Cancer Care Manitoba Foundation.

Thank you all for your time and support these last 13 years, we have
raised over $256,403.47 for Colorectal Cancer/Lynch Syndrome.

The money we raised has gone to raise awareness and put issues on the
map such as genetic testing. Without you we would never have done all
that.

Thank your from the Kick Butt committee!
Sid
— 
Sid Chapnick
Kick Butt For Colorectal Cancer
“Help us kick colorectal cancer’s butt”
306-139 Tuxedo Ave
Winnipeg MB R3N0H6

LETTERS

By

DENNIS MITZNER



standard waiting period to see if the
cheque cleared the banking system,
our bank gave us a ‘thumb’s up’ and
it became the focus of the Simkin
Centre’s planning process. 

Our efforts to determine ‘who these people were’ & ‘why us’ drew a
blank.  We determined that Myer graduated from St. John’s High School the
same year as Gordon Pullan and that Buddy Brownstone was editor of St.
John’s Newsletter.  However, neither Gordon nor Buddy had recollection of
a Myer Geller.  Similarly, we were unable to determine Corinne Geller’s
maiden name. 

In addition to the information contained in the Simkin Centre press
release that Myer Geller graduated from St John’s Tech in 1943, we were
able to learn that he moved to the United States in 1949, became an
American citizen in 1950, and  attended MIT from 1951-55.  A search of
University of Manitoba records did not disclose that Mr. Geller ever attend-
ed that university, so it’s a mystery where else he might have gone to school
following his graduation from St. John’s.

Myer Geller married Corrine Taper (although her name is spelled Corrin
on their marriage record) in 1954 in New York state. At various times the
Gellers lived in New York, Pennsylvania, and California.

The Gellers moved to San Diego in 1988, which is where they lived until
their deaths – Myer Geller in 2018 and Corrine Geller in 2019.We managed
to locate a close friend of the Gellers, someone by the name of Mikahil
Melsitov. Mr. Melsitov did not know whether Myer Geller had any living
relatives, although he did think that he had a brother. We attempted to con-
tact anyone by the name Geller in Winnipeg to learn whether any of them
knew Myer Geller, but our efforts proved fruitless. 

During the course of our conversation with Mikhail Melsitov, he also dis-
closed that his wife, Oxana, was a trustee of the Geller Trust, which donat-
ed the $725,000 Cdn. to the Sharon Home. Although Mr. Melsitov was
quite friendly during our 20-minute conversation and was willing to give
us his wife’s cell number, all attempts to contact her proved futile. Further
attempts to contact Mr. Melsitov also led nowhere. (Why did both

Melsitovs refuse to respond to our repeated attempts to contact them, we
wonder, especially when Mr. Melsitov had been so friendly during our only
phone call?) Something that Mr. Melsitov did say that aroused our interest
though was that representatives of the Geller Trust had difficulty making
contact with the Simkin Centre in August 2019, following Mrs. Geller’s
death. Presumably that was because they were trying to contact the Sharon
Home. After all, Myer Geller had left Winnipeg 70 years earlier and would
he even have been aware that the Sharon Home was now the Simkin
Centre?

We also attempted to contact various lawyers who were associated with
Myer Geller, none of whom responded to our phone messages or emails.
We did discover that the Geller home was sold by their estate for $1.25 mil-
lion in April of this year. The home was not overly large – only two bed-
rooms and two bathrooms. (By the way, the taxes were only $2,700 on their
home. That gives you an idea how high our city taxes are in Winnipeg com-
pared to other cities - as if you needed to be reminded.)

But if the donation to the Simkin Centre constituted only 11% of the total
amount left to all beneficiaries of the Geller Trust, the Geller Trust would
have been worth close to $7 million Canadian.

How did Myer Geller amass such a large fortune?
From what we were able to determine he was an inventor of extraordi-

nary ability. Myer Geller’s name is associated with 15 different patents. For
at least a certain period of his life he worked for a branch of the US Navy
called the Naval Operations Support Centre. We attempted to contact a rep-
resentative of the NOSC to find out if there was anything we could be told
about Mr. Geller, but were unsuccessful.

So, the question that tantalizes is: Why would someone who had left
Winnipeg 70 years ago want to leave such a substantial donation to the
Jewish nursing home (which is now referred to as a personal care home)?

We asked Don Aronovitch whether the Simkin Centre had searched its
records to try to find the name of someone who might have been a relative
of Myer Geller?

Don responded: “None that we could find. We had very few leads and
they all led to a dead end.”

We commented to Don: “It just seems so strange that 70 years after hav-
ing left Winnipeg he leaves so much money to the Winnipeg Jewish nurs-
ing home - and nobody knows anything about him.”

Don Aronovitch agreed: “Very strange but there is a story there.  We just
do not yet know what it is.”

If anyone reading this is able to shed some light on Myer Geller please
contact this newspaper. We’d love to be able to report at some future date
that we solved this mystery.
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Building our Future – with Lessons from the Past

By KEVIN LAMOUREUX
Member of Parliament 
for Winnipeg North

Rosh Hashana has passed us by,
and I’m reminded that New Year is
a time to reflect and to plan for the
future. This year the future seems
more uncertain than ever, as we all
scramble to deal with the COVID
pandemic.

This seems like frightening,
uncharted territory to many – but
the truth is that we just have to look
at the past to see the way forward. We can look back on our history and tra-
ditions, the incredible challenges beaten by our ancestors, to gain inspira-
tion and wisdom.

I think the Jewish community understands this lesson better than most.
The Jewish community’s roots run deep here in North Winnipeg. As

important founders of our community, we see names like Zuken, Rosh Pina
and Zaidman on our schools, parks and buildings.

Times and demographics have changed, but the legacy is still there. It
still shapes our culture and reminds us of the spirit and endurance that built
our community – even in the face of terrible discrimination. It wasn’t so
long ago that people with Jewish ancestry were barred from owning prop-
erty in parts of Winnipeg.

The challenges we face today aren’t so different. Many people would like
to imagine that racism and hatred belong in the past, but there’s so much
work left to do to build a fair society for everyone.

Hate crimes and anti-semitic incidents have been rising alarmingly over
the past few years. Statistics show there were 83 anti-Semitic incidents last
year in Manitoba alone, and more than 6 every day across Canada.

Our government has taken a hard line on hate. We’re adopting the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of anti-
Semitism, to provide broader protection against discrimination and hate
speech. We’ve developed the groundbreaking Canada Anti-Racism
Strategy, and appointed the first ever Minister for Diversity and Inclusion.

Just like those who came before us, we can’t let today’s challenges get in
the way of our goals for the future. September’s Speech from the Throne
reaffirmed our commitment to creating a more inclusive and resilient coun-
try. Getting past this pandemic means stamping out antisemitism and
racism to build an inclusive community for all Canadians.

KEVIN LAMOUREAUX

Report: State Department weighs designating
human-rights groups ‘anti-Semitic’

Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and Oxfam seem to
be in Washington’s crosshairs over their affiliation with the BDS
movement.

By ARIEL KAHANA(October 22, 2020 / Israel Hayom) U.S. President
Donald Trump may soon declare that several prominent international
NGOs, including Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and Oxfam
are, in fact, anti-Semitic organizations, Politico reported on Thursday.

Citing sources familiar with the issue, the report said that the State
Department could come out with the designation this week. If the move
comes to fruition, it might trigger appeals by the groups in U.S. courts.

Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and Oxfam adamantly deny
any allegations that they are anti-Semitic.

One congressional aide told Politico that U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo is pushing for the declaration.

However, the bid has drawn criticism from career State Department
employees with its legal counsels warning that free speech concerns could
lead to lawsuits and might even be devoid of legal basis.

Sources in the State Department told the online magazine the declaration
was likely to come from U.S. Special Envoy for Monitoring and Combating
Anti-Semitism Elan Carr, whose next report could name the three and
“declare that it is U.S. policy not to support such groups, including finan-
cially, and urge other governments to cease their support.”

The report would cite such groups’ alleged or perceived support for the
anti-Israel BDS movement.

The impact a declaration of this nature could have on these organizations
is unclear, as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International USA, for
example, do not take U.S. government funding. Oxfam America does not
take U.S. funding, but its affiliates overseas could be affected.

Politico reported that officials with the three groups were unaware of the
potential State Department declaration.

Bob Goodfellow of Amnesty said any allegations of anti-Semitism were
“baseless.”

Noah Gottschalk, Oxfam America’s global policy lead, also denied as
“false” and “offensive” allegations of anti-Semitism.

Eric Goldstein of Human Rights Watch told the magazine that the Trump
administration “often relies on the work of groups like his own to validate
its own policy positions.”

The draft State Department declaration is reportedly drawing much of its
information from NGO Monitor, an Israeli watchdog group that tracks the
activities of human rights and other organizations with respect to their poli-
cies on Israel.
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Books

Reviewed by 
BERNIE BELLAN

When Jack London set
out to write his mem-
oir, he told a Zoom

audience Wednesday, October
15, he went through 27 different
drafts before arriving at the final
version.

The result is an absorbing
story, titled Serendipity: My
Path Through Life and Law.

Why “Serendipity” you might
ask? Because, as London
explains at the very beginning
of the book, he attributes a very
major part of his considerable
success in life to nothing more
than sheer luck. Of course, one
can easily dismiss that as deliberate
self-effacement, but when you do
read of some of the amazing twists
and turns that his endlessly fasci-
nating life has taken, it’s not hard to
agree with his assessment that good
luck was very much something that
accompanied London at some very
key points.

In the final chapter of the book
London summarizes the reasons
that he considers himself so darn
lucky:

“I am seventy-seven but I still
feel eighteen. I mean that! My
mind has never got past that age. I feel like a kid with a sense of spunk and
optimism about the future and the new opportunities it will bring. I know
intellectually that’s ridiculous, but that knowledge for the most part does-
n’t affect my life. I’m lucky that way and as I have said, luck is the key
variable to survival and accomplishment in life.”

The book is partly a personal story of London’s life, including his for-
mative years – of which working at his mother’s arcade at Winnipeg Beach
played a pivotal role, and partly a discussion of the law.

It’s written in chronological form; London’s early years are described in
a wry and open manner. He admits that a good part of his youth was what
could be described as misspent – something, by the way, that he says he
doesn’t  for one moment regret. Again, London admits throughout the book
that he very often managed to find success by being in the right place at the
right time.

Whether it was as a student or later as a lawyer, including stints as a pro-
fessor of law and dean of the University of Manitoba Faculty of Law
though, London was constantly interested in exploring new fields. Again,
lucky for him, his wife Belva was always willing to encourage him as he
set out on one new course change after another, whether it was his going to
Harvard for a year, working for the Federal Government as a tax lawyer in
Ottawa, or taking a sabbatical year in France.

Readers of this paper will probably find most interesting London’s refer-
encing other well-known lawyers from this community, especially Izzy
Asper, Hymie Weinstein, and Harvey Pollock. While he worked with both
Asper and Pollock professionally, his lifelong friendship with Weinstein,
however, almost ended tragically when they were both passengers in a car
when they were 18, along with a third fellow, and their car was involved in
a head-on collision on the road to Minneapolis.

Amazingly, as London describes it, he was propelled 200 feet out of the
car, but got up with only a scratch on his head. When you read that story
and another similar story of yet one more almost fatal car accident, you do
begin to understand how fate always seemed to be on London’s side.

Not to give away all the juicy parts – but one more enthralling adventure
took place in 1992 when Jack and Belva went to Rwanda to observe moun-
tain gorillas in their natural habitat. They happened to be there though just
as the horrific slaughter of Tutsis by the majority Hutu tribe began to tran-
spire. Reading London’s account of what he and Belva went through for 36
years, trapped in a bathroom as shells, bullets, also a Kaytusha rocket
whizzed all around them is as terrifying an account of a near-death experi-
ence as you’re likely to find anywhere.

Anyone who has heard Jack London speak would know that he’s a mas-
ter of the English language, able to tailor his remarks so that they’re under-

standable to just about anyone. Yet, when he
refers to his voluminous output as a lawyer,
including his many appearances before the
Supreme Court of Canada, it’s easy to see
that he is as skilled at legal argument as the
very best lawyers.

And, while he does introduce many con-
cepts in law through the course of the book,
London always explains things in a clear and
concise fashion. He has also advocated a con-
sistent liberal philosophy throughout the
course of his career, in particular when it
comes to advancing the case for the right to
die and a woman’s right to exercise control
over her own body.

London’s Jewish identity is something that
he has always proudly worn. Twice, in fact,
he has been called upon to mediate two par-
ticularly thorny issues within Winnipeg’s
Jewish community. The first was when the
Talmud Torah and I. L. Peretz Folk School
were both in financial difficulty and a merger
was necessary in order to insure the future of
at least one Jewish day school in the city.

Later, London’s skill as a mediator was
brought into play when three synagogues: the
Beth Israel, Bnay Abraham, and Rosh Pina,
were brought together in a merger that
bruised many egos. Ultimately though,
London notes that the most difficult challenge
faced by the newly formed congregation was
how to assign seats for the high holidays!

In the latter part of his career London began
to forge a new path entirely as he developed
an expertise in Indigenous legal issues. His
writing about the 30 years that he spent serv-
ing as counsel to various Native groups pro-
vides as clear an explanation as one can read
why Native rights deserve to be upheld. At the
same time London developed a close relation-
ship with Phil Fontaine, former Chief of the
Assembly of First Nations, about whom he
writes with the utmost respect and affection.  

London played an important role during the
Meech Lake discussions, helping to fashion
the essential arguments why that particular
attempt to amend the Canadian constitution
was so deeply flawed (for not recognizing the
First Nations as having equal status to the
English and French nations).

Ultimately though, London describes an encounter in Vancouver when he
was barred from entering a meeting by four Native chiefs in a clear demon-
stration of anti-Semitism. The bitter effect of that demonstration of bigotry
affected London deeply to the point that he no longer engages in working
on Indigenous issues.

Jack London has traveled down so many paths during his life, it’s hard to
imagine that he’s still only 77 years old which, these days, would make him
well qualified to run for President of the United States – if he were
American. The fact that, as he remarks often during his memoir, he’s
always come back to Winnipeg, is a testament to his love for this city and,
if I can be so bold, a reflection also on the hold that our Jewish communi-
ty has on so many individuals who could have made a far bigger name for
themselves had they left Winnipeg.

Even if you’re not familiar with Jack London (and it’s hard to imagine
too many of our readers being in that position), reading this book will take
you back in time to the 1950s and through the ensuing decades. Lucky for
us, Jack London hasn’t written his final chapter – and, unlike other notable
lawyers who never bothered to write their memoirs (most notably, the late
Harry Walsh, who always put off the idea of doing that), London has given
us a book that will both charm and educate.

Serendipity: My Path Through Life and Law
By Jack London
Published by Heartland, Winnipeg, 2020
Available at McNally Robinson Booksellers or directly through the pub-

lisher
Email:hrtland@mts.net  Tel: 204-284-089

Jack London’s memoir an entertaining, as well as an educational read

JACK LONDON
Still energetic at 77, Jack London’s
career path has taken so many twists
and turns, it wouldn’t be a surprise
to see him morph into yet another
new version of himself.

IZZY ASPER

Now the number one
paperback best seller at
McNally Robinson’s

HYMIE 
WEINSTEIN

HARVEY 
POLLOCK

three well-known lawyers whose paths 
intersected with Jack London’s many times 

PHIL FONTAINE
Jack London & Phil
Fontaine’s 30-year
friendship was a key
factor in London’s more
recent interest in
Indigenous rights.



Richard Nixon was
about to be re-elect-
ed, Leonid Brezhnev

was firmly in control, and
the world was finely bal-
anced, teetering between
the two superpowers, the
USA and the Soviet Union.
This was 1972.

Militarily that is. Or so it seemed. But not in hock-
ey, where the fiercest competition lay between the
professionals of the NHL, almost exclusively
Canadians, and the “amateurs” performing in the
Soviet hockey leagues, dominant for years when com-
peting in the Olympics and the World Championships
against lower-level non-NHL competition.

At the same time that Soviet stars were displaying
comparable skills to the very best of the NHL, North
American hockey was about to be sundered by the rise
of a new entity, the World Hockey League. A fresh
team, scheduled to begin play in October 1972 -the
Winnipeg Jets, had arranged for a $1 Million signing
bonus to be delivered to one of the biggest stars in the
hockey firmament, Bobby Hull, who parted ways
with Chicago for Winnipeg and then paraded in an
open car down Portage Ave while waving to all of downtown Winnipeg
after receiving his cheque right on its iconic corner of Portage & Main at
high noon.

The powers-that-be reacted to the imminent risk looming from two sep-
arate directions. Who truly reigned in hockey? The NHL (i.e. Canada) or
the Soviets? There was only one way to find out. That was to confront one
another on the ice directly in the challenge which afterwards became
known as the Summit Series. Moreover, the plan might well deal a poten-
tially deadly blow to the upstart league at the same time.

Oh, but that arrangement secretly did not include Bobby Hull, whose
invitation to the Team Canada training camp somehow went astray,
notwithstanding that he had led the NHL in goal scoring seven times. The
negotiations had been finalized in April. The contretemps involving Hull
came later. But in the interval, Winnipeg, along with Montreal, Toronto and
Vancouver had been guaranteed to be hosting one of the four games to be
played in early September in Canada. There was no alternative but to pro-
ceed with the scheduling. After a hiatus of two weeks, the series would
continue with a further four games to be played later that month in
Moscow. And so that is what transpired.

Team Canada vs. The Soviet Union. Or as it further evolved, their polit-
ical system vs. ours.

My wife Jeanne and I had an infant son... plus a yearning for travel.
An insert appeared on the sports pages of the Winnipeg Free Press in

May or thereabouts. Want to go to Moscow with the team? Yes, we
answered in unison, and signed up  the very next day. Babysitting arrange-
ments would be made subsequently. Priorities were priorities, after all.

What ensued? Ten days, which actually became 11, (more about that
later), including a room, meals, plus limitless vodka - at the Metropole
Hotel in Moscow, just outside Red Square... tickets to all four games in the
Soviet Union...all at one surprisingly low price... and 3,000 other scream-
ing Canadians to accompany us - literally, everywhere, it seemed.
Fortunately, our son managed to grow up all right despite temporary aban-
donment to a baby sitter, although his genes have turned out to be power-
fully resistant to nutty Canadian hockey fandom.

Well, Team Canada captured only a single game in Canada, lost two, and
the one in Winnipeg ended in a tie, despite a full arena of screaming fans,
which included Jeanne and me.

Each of the games in Russia was to be held in Moscow. All those who
travelled from Canada flew via charter either on Aeroflot or Air Canada.
Everyone was assured a ticket for every game, and we all were ensconced
nearby one another spread among the five best hotels in the capital city, of
which the Metropole assuredly was the most ancient and regal.

Of course the Soviet system was overtly anti-Semitic at the time, as we
soon discovered for ourselves.

Upon landing in Moscow non-stop from Canada after a 14-hour flight,
plus an eight-zone time change, we immediately became aware of the reli-
gious identity of the many other accompanying Jewish hockey fans whom
we had not known beforehand. That readily transpired because everyone
with a Jewish surname was singled out for “special” enhanced questioning
by very unpleasant officialdom. 

It was plain that we would be under “observation” for the period of our

stay, and so we were, although I suppose because my grand-
father had anglicized the family surname when he first
arrived as an immigrant to Canada, we escaped the prying
questioning of the Soviet authorities. Well, so we thought,
but it was postponed until later.

Of course, as everyone knows, Canada won the last three
games, and the series 4-3 with one game tied. Paul
Henderson was a national hero, those of us in Russia cele-
brated raucously, all being much younger then, and the sur-
vival of our national honour along with its paramount secu-
lar religion of hockey was assured.

It is exhilarating to recall the vibrations in that Moscow
arena. At the start of each game, hearing O Canada played,
and not just played but sung by every Canadian, as Soviet
citizens stood politely and silently. Then, as each unintelligi-
ble announcement in Russian was broadcast on the loud
speakers, 3000 voices drowning it out with the cry: “ Da Da
Canada-Nyet Nyet Soviet”.

Later, as had been anticipated, Bobby Hull performed a
major role for the Winnipeg Jets in assuring the viability of
the fledgling league, to the mortification of those powers-
that-be, until eventually all joined forces to uncover a path
to merger accompanied by enhanced profitability sharing.

The four games in Canada had ended Sept 8. Rosh Hashanah that year
fell a day or two thereafter. We landed in Moscow just prior to Sukkot, and
we were still there after the final whistle blew at Game 8, just as Simchat
Torah arrived.

By then too, many Canadian Jews had already connected with each other
and since there was only one synagogue permitted by the authorities in all
of Moscow to conduct services, we conferred and made a group determi-
nation to attend those services en masse.

I digress to say that Jeanne and I conducted a sort of a lead role in the
eventual plan because we had reconnoitered the location of that well-con-
cealed synagogue earlier in the week, and our language skills had been suf-
ficiently adequate at the time for us to obtain a bit of information from
some of the congregants who were present for daily minyan - not from the
sexton though. Those others to whom we spoke all warned us that he was
a police informer.

As a start point, we all had to travel via public transportation, the Metro,
because it was too dangerous for any taxi drivers who might be observed
bringing passengers up to the synagogue. So, a bit of a walk was necessary
too.

The advice we had received from the congregants was to be pushy and
insistent upon arrival, and to remind the gatekeepers (of whom there were
quite a few, in uniform and in plainclothes) that we were guests in their
country, the implicit suggestion, not corrected, being that we were VIPs.

The result was that we attended services, joyfully participated in the
Hakafot, and were surrounded at a warm welcome Kiddush thereafter.

There were no apparent ramifications. At least, not until we arrived at the
airport to board our return flight. The scheduled charter flight departure
then was delayed an entire day, inexplicably. Next, prior to boarding each
of us known to have attended the synagogue (they apparently had surveil-
lance photos)was subjected to extensive questioning, examination of our
luggage piece by piece, and a slowed-down passport exit process for not-
so-secret reasons which delayed everyone else on the flight too, of course.

Our relief at leaving, eventually, was dramatically exceeded, however,
when we finally touched down in Canada and were re-united with our son.

Well, a further addendum. There were lots of Jews among the 3000
“crazy Canucks” in Moscow that September, and many had smuggled
prayer books into the country to leave behind at the synagogue. We were
among them. Although there is no way to be sure, Jeanne and I had every
reason to believe that afterwards those books received lots of use. After all,
it was much more than a decade later before the exodus of Russian Jews
was allowed, once exit policies were finally liberated under the Gorbachev
administration, not because of any principle of fair play, but only because
the Soviet system itself had disintegrated and had entered into a “coopera-
tion” arrangement with the U.S.A.

As some of our new Russian Jewish friends confirmed for us years later
in Winnipeg after they had resettled in our magnificent country, the mas-
sive but peaceful assault by Canadian hockey fans upon their country in
1972 had truly played a ground-breaking role in ensuing events - many of
which subsequently shook our world.

And we were there.
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Looking back

It was not the best of times, it was not the worst of times, 
but it surely was a time to remember.

Did having so many Jewish hockey fans visit Russia in 1972 have an impact? 
The answer is it very likely did!

By

BRIAN PAULS

Paul Henderson scores the
winning goal in the 1972
“Summit Series”
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World news

The global proportion of Jews living in Europe is as low as it was 1,000 years ago.
And the future there doesn’t look bright.

October 21, 2020
AMSTERDAM (JTA)
— Jews’ share of the
population of Europe is
as low now as it was
1,000 years ago and is
declining even further,
according to a landmark

new demographic study.

The study published October 21 by the
London-based Institute for Jewish Policy
Research found 1.3 million people who describe
themselves as Jewish in continental Europe, the
United Kingdom, Turkey and Russia.

That figure has declined by nearly 60% since 1970, when there were
3.2 million Jews in the same area, wrote the report’s authors, Daniel
Staetsky and Sergio DellaPergola.

That decline, which follows the death of about 6 million European Jews
in the Holocaust, owes mostly to the emigration of more than 1.5 million
people following the collapse of the Iron Curtain, their data shows.

But Western Europe, too, has lost 8.5% of its Jewish population since
1970. It is home to just over a million Jews today compared to 1,112,000
in 1970. 

In particular, the Jewish community of Germany is in a “terminal” state
because more than 40% of its 118,000 Jews are above the age of 65, where-
as less than 10% are under 15, the study says. This reality, which exists also
in Russia and Ukraine, “foreshadows high death rates and unavoidable
future population decline,” according to the study.

The project is arguably the most comprehensive survey of Jewish demo-
graphics ever completed in Europe, more far-reaching than a 2018
European Union survey — although the new survey uses some information
from the 2018 EU project. It is also based on official census data and fig-
ures provided by individual Jewish communities, which are often orga-
nized into organizations with official membership tallies.

“The proportion of Jews residing in Europe is about the same as it was at
the time of the first Jewish global population account conducted by
Benjamin of Tudela, a Jewish medieval traveler, in 1170,” the authors
wrote.

The study also notes that there are an additional 2.8 million people in
Europe today who are entitled to immigrate to Israel based on their
ancestral Jewish roots — at least one Jewish grandparent — but who
are not necessarily Jewish themselves or identify as such.  

The demographics of European Jewry would have been “totally differ-
ent” without the impact of the Holocaust, DellaPergola told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency in an interview about the report. “But that was 75
years ago, and some of the trends we’re seeing today, which are driving the
decline, have little to do with the genocide,” he added.

Among those trends is an increasing intermarriage rate and a decline in
the reproduction rate of Jewish couples, which is part of the broader drop
in birthrate throughout Europe in recent decades. 

Jews in Europe had grown to constitute 83% of world Jewry in 1900.
They now account for merely 9% of the total number of Jews world-
wide, according to the study. 

The new report’s figures diverge significantly from membership numbers
provided by organizations such as the European Jewish Congress and the
World Jewish Congress, which are often cited in research and reporting.

The European Jewish Congress’ website speaks of 1,929,650 Jews in
Europe today – nearly 33% more than the number arrived at in the new
report. The World Jewish Congress counts 1,438,000 Jews in Europe.

France, which has the second largest Jewish diaspora population after the
United States, is responsible for much of the decline In Western Europe.
France currently has 449,000 Jews compared to 530,000 in 1970, accord-
ing to the report, and since 2000 alone, 51,455 French Jews have moved to
Israel, by far more than any other Western European nation. Belgium is at
a very distant second, with 2,571 making that move.

At the current rate of decline, Canada — which according to the
World Jewish Congress currently has about 391,000 Jews — will soon
overtake France as home of the world’s second largest Jewish diaspo-
ra community behind the United States, DellaPergola said. 

The well-documented reasons  for the French Jewish exodus include eco-

nomic opportunity and fear about anti-
Semitism.

“France today is a place where a history
teacher can get beheaded on the street,”
DellaPergola said, noting a suspected Islamist’s
actions alleged near Paris on Friday. “Of course
many Jews, including French ones, find
Canada more hospitable.”

The report also shows that Turkey, which
used to have 39,000 Jews in 1970, now has
only 14,600 of them. That drop is the product
of a low reproductive rate and a high emigra-
tion rate amid what many local Jews call the
.rise of government-supported anti-Semitism.

Turkey is not alone: “Low fertility is characteristic of Jews in Europe,
with the exception of those countries possessing large populations of strict-
ly Orthodox Jews. Intermarriage, operating on the back of low fertility,
complements the picture – these two factors in combination create a situa-
tion where the reproductive capacity of many European Jewish populations
is low and conducive to future numerical decline,” the report states. 

Intermarriage rates are lowest in Belgium, where just 14% of Jews are
estimated to be married to non-Jews. They are highest in Poland, where the
equivalent proportion is 76%. The figure was 24% in the United Kingdom,
31% in France and above 50% in Hungary, the Netherlands, Denmark and
Sweden.

The report’s findings on Germany are remarkable because it had seen an
influx of about 200,000 Jews from the former Soviet Union following its
collapse in 1990. That wave, as well as the immigration of about 10,000
Israelis, had revitalized German Jewry. But the newcomers have failed to
change the community’s demographic trajectory because many of them and
their children intermarried, stopped considering themselves Jewish, emi-
grated elsewhere or died, the study shows.

There are some exceptions to the picture of decline, and all are occurring
in countries where the Jewish community has a large Orthodox contingent.

The Jewish populations of Austria, Belgium, the United Kingdom and
Switzerland, all with sizeable strictly Orthodox communities, “may be
growing, or at least, not declining,” according to the report, which is based
on official census data, community figures and the 2018 EU survey.

In Belgium, where more than half of the country’s 29,000 Jews are
Orthodox, 43% Jewish households have at least four children, the study
shows. In the Netherlands, where Orthodox Jews make up only a tiny
minority of that country’s similarly-sized Jewish community, only about
18% of families have that many children.

Antwerp has a large population of haredi Orthodox Jews. (Alexander
Stein/ullstein bild via Getty Images)

Still, Belgium is seeing what some Jewish community leaders there are
calling a “silent exodus,” which is marked by the sale of former syna-
gogues and the closure of Jewish educational institutions in Brussels.

In the United Kingdom, the Jewish minority has declined by 25% from
1970, down to 295,000 members, the study said. But the community is dis-
playing potential for growth, as 33% of its households have at least four
children. (For comparison, that figure is 26% in Germany and France, 25%
in Hungary and 21% Denmark.)

The report’s findings on the number of Israelis living in Europe are
also surprising, and they contradict estimates that there are tens of
thousands of them living in Berlin alone. The survey claims there are
only about 70,000 Israel-born individuals living on the entire continent,
with more than half residing in the United Kingdom (18,000), Germany
(10,000), France (9,000) and the Netherlands (6,000).

Still, Israelis have been a stabilizing force for the Jewish communities of
countries with very small Jewish communities — for example, they
account for over 40% of all Jews in Norway, Finland and Slovenia;
20–30% in Spain, Denmark, Austria and the Netherlands; and over 10% in
Luxembourg.

Overall, though, the declining trend reshaping European Jewry is not
likely to be reversed, according to the study.

“Only under exceptional circumstances do demographic trends radically
modify their course,” the authors wrote. But, they added, “such modifica-
tions have actually occurred more than once in European Jewish demogra-
phy during the last hundred years alone.”

By

CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

A man celebrates Sukkot in Rome, Italy, Oct.
9, 2020. 

(Stefano Montesi/Corbis/Getty Images) 



The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada is pleased to present a
virtual commemoration of Kristallnacht on November 9, 2020 at 7
pm.  Keynote speaker for our webinar is Dr. Ralph Stern:

Stolpersteine: Disrupting Narratives of Spatial Appropriation.” Also partic-
ipating will be IHRA Chair, Ambassador Michaela Küchler and Thomas E.
Schultze, Consul General of Germany (Toronto).

This event will be the culmination of our exhibition on the Stolpersteine
(stumbling stones) in the Holocaust Education Centre (October 15 to
November 15).  We are grateful to the Consulate General of the Federal
Republic of Germany and “Stolpersteine in Berlin” for their generous sup-
port of the exhibition and program and to the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg for their continued support in helping us to bring quality pro-
gramming to the community.

Free registration for the program at   jhcwc.org/programs/kristallnacht

Each of the stolpersteine is a small brass block embedded into the cob-
blestones and commemorates a victim of the Holocaust outside their last-
known freely chosen residence. To date, there are approximately 80,000
stolpersteine in 26 countries.

In our turbulent 2020 world, it is more important than ever to commem-
orate Kristallnacht. For the Nazis, Kristallnacht tested the response of civil
society to violent persecution of the Jews.  From November 9-10, 1938,
more than a thousand synagogues were burnt to the ground throughout
Germany, Austria, and the Sudetenland. Jewish-owned homes and busi-
nesses were destroyed, hundreds of Jews were killed, and some 30,000
Jewish males Jews were arrested. Most were transferred to camps such as
Dachau, Buchenwald, and Sachsenhausen. The Jews were not only blamed
for the destruction and damage, they were fined one billion Reichsmark
(some 400 million US dollars at 1938 rates). 

Nazi leaders falsely claimed that
Kristallnacht was a spontaneous eruption of
violence in the aftermath of the assassination
of Ernst vom Rath by Herschel Grynzpan in
Paris. In fact, the violence was carefully
orchestrated by top Nazi officials. Goebbels
blamed the assassination in Paris on a plot by
“World Jewry.” Clear instructions were given
to first remove synagogue and community
archives before vandalization and to transfer
them to the SD (Nazi intelligence). 

It is important to keep in mind the passivi-
ty of the non-Jewish German civilian popula-
tion in response to the events of Kristallnacht.
This passivity was interpreted as a signal to
the Nazi regime that the public was prepared
to accept even more radical measures against
the Jewish population.  

Today, antisemitic rhetoric and systemic
racism continue to infect civil society.  The
number of violent extremist groups are multi-
plying and its members publicly express viru-
lent antisemitic and other racist views, often
encouraged by the toxic rhetoric employed by
some politicians seeking to advance a partic-
ular political agenda.  

The annual commemoration of
Kristallnacht is a reminder that the fraying of
civil society must be taken seriously and
actively opposed. In the words of UN
Secretary-General, António Guterres:
“Kristallnacht was not just the night of broken
glass, it was the night of broken lives and bro-
ken societies.”
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With her 100th
b i r t h d a y
a p p r o a c h i n g ,

Ruth Gutkin was resigned
to a low key affair due to
the Covid situation.
However, her younger
son, Donald, had other
ideas – such that the

Shaftesbury Retirement Home resident was more
than pleasantly surprised by what actually tran-
spired.

The celebration became in Friday, October 9, the
day before her actual birthday with a shout out
from CTV’s Morning Show. 

Then, looking out from her third floor balcony
that morning, she saw below the Shaftesbury man-
agement in costume with flowers and streamers and
a “happy birthday” sign who commenced to sing
the birthday song for her.

Following that, as is traditional at the
Shaftesbury, she was given a birthday tea party in
the hallway – with the grand piano moved in to the
hall for the occasion.  “It was beautiful,” she says.
“It was outstanding. The Shaftesbury staff outdid
themselves.”

On her birthday itself, she was greeted by staff in 1950s and ‘60s attire
who sat her in a special chair downstairs surrounded by balloons.  Two
large tables were set up – one with a huge birthday cake and the other with
cards and well wishes from The Queen, the PMO, the Premier, the Mayor
and other well wishers.

The celebrations ended with a private dinner for the honoree with her two
sons, Terry and Donald and their wives, Carole and Belva, in the multipur-
pose room and an opportunity to connect with her four grandchildren and
six great grandchildren via Zoom.

Of her sons, she says proudly that they helped her realize every Jewish
mother’s dream. Terry is a lawyer and Donald a dentist.

At 100 years young – and despite having had a hip replaced about a year
ago (when she was the oldest Manitoban to ever undergo that surgery) –
Ruth Gutkin still looks 25 to 30 years younger than her chronological age
– and her mind is little dimmed by age.  The former Ruth Moscovitch was
born into a family of eight on Argyle Street.  She grew up on Boyd and
Anderson in the north end and attended Machray School and St. John’s.

Her earliest memory, she says, was having her tonsils out when she was
6.

Her father, Benjamin, had a candy wholesale on Pacific Avenue, she
recalls.  “He would take some of us kids out on Saturday when he did his
rounds,” she recounts.  “WE would go to the grocery stores where he
would take the orders.  Then, we would go to the manufacturers to pick up
the candies and, after we  kids helped him sort and fill the order, we would
deliver them to the stores.

“It was a real treat helping our dad.”

After Grade 11, the young Ruth set about looking
for work.  “It was the Depression,” she remembers.
“You couldn’t get a job for love or money.  I pound-
ed the pavement trying to find work as a sales girl.
I finally got a job part time at the Belgian Glove and
Hosiery store on Portage near Edmonton. I got paid
25 cents an hour.

“We were worked to the bone. We couldn’t sit for
a minute.”

Ruth met her husband-to-be, Jack, in 1940, short-
ly before he enlisted.  Fortunately, he came home
from the war early due to a medical discharge.  The
couple married in 1943.

For their honeymoon, they took the train to
Kenora.  “Jack had been a salesman before the war
and Kenora was part of his territory,” Ruth recounts.
“We got off the train.  I was farputzed (dressed up)
and wearing high heels.  Jack said the hotel was just
a short walk away.  It wasn’t so close.”

She also recalls that the newlyweds visited one of
the islands. On their way back, the canoe that they
were paddling began to take on water.

“We weren’t wearing life jackets,” she says.
“While we made it back to shore, I could see the
headlines – Honeymooners Drown in Kenora.”

Back in Winnipeg, the young couple moved into a
third floor walkup on Burrows and Salter.  And

while jack went to work for the late Harry Silverberg, Ruth set about rais-
ing a family, looking after the home – or rather, homes, as the Gutkins
moved several times from Scotia to River Heights and back to West
Kildonan – and throwing herself into volunteer work.  Over the years, Ruth
Gutkin was involved in Bnai Brith – where she was a chapter president,
National Council of Jewish Women, Ort and the Rosh Pina Synagogue –
and she and Jack co-chaired an Israel Bonds campaign.

Her real passion, she says, was cooking and baking – as well as decorat-
ing and entertaining.  “I would get up early in the morning with Jack every
morning and start baking,” she recalls.

Jack, she adds, made sure that the family went away for yearly vacations
and, after he retired, they began spending winters in the southwest and see-
ing the world.   “We had a wonderful time,” she says.  “We went on cruis-
es. We went to Hawaii and Florida, to Europe and Israel (many times).”

After Jack’s passing 16 years ago, Ruth continued to travel – including a
tour to China when she was 87.

She moved into the Shaftesbury just four years ago after living at the
Tuxedo Estates for 40 years.

Ruth credits her longevity to a lifetime of being physically active.  As a
teen, she says, she skated, swam, played baseball and tennis.  “I have
always worked out,” she says.  “I joined the Rady centre right after it
opened.  I swam, took aquacize classes and did Zumba.”

“I never expected to live to 90, never mind 100.  I guess the Almighty
hasn’t decided that it’s my time yet.”  

Introducing the Online Hub of
Jewish Winnipeg

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg is delighted to announce the launch of
our new website, your source for all things Jewish in Winnipeg.

Whether you’re new to Jewish Winnipeg, looking to get involved or
searching for information, our new site will help you find what you’re
looking for. Come have a look around!

Besides a fresh new look, we have updated the breadth and depth of infor-
mation that is available to you online. Here are a few highlights:

• Fully responsive design that looks and works great on desk-
top, tablet, or mobile devices
• Up-to-date descriptions of the Federation’s departments,
programs, and initiatives
• Information on community programs for every age and
every stage of life
• Information on joining a committee – learn how you can
shape the future of our community
• and much more!

Visit us today at jewishwinnipeg.org ! Don’t forget to sign up for our
emails and follow us on our social media channels to keep up to date on all
that is happening in Jewish Winnipeg.

Winnipeg Jewish community’s newest centenarian gets surprise party at the Shaftesbury

RUTH GUTKIN

By

MYRON LOVE



By BERNIE BELLAN

In 2019 Winnipegger Jaron Rykiss embarked on what, for almost any
recent high school graduate, would probably be considered the adven-
ture of a lifetime. Jaron, who had just graduated from Gray Academy in

the spring of last year (and doesn’t that seem like an eternity ago, even
though it’s really only a little more than a year and a half ago?), had decid-
ed to enroll in a program that is probably not all that familiar to many
Winnipeggers, known as “Kivunim”.

Kivunim, which means “directions” in English, is a program begun in
2006. Here is how the Kivunim website explains what it’s all about:

“KIVUNIM succeeds in delivering an immersive and transformative gap
year experience of serious academic study, focused international travel and
cross-cultural dialogue. These take place within the context of impressive
intellectual and aesthetic exploration and growth that develops and deepens
our students’ Jewish identity as engaged global citizens. 

“KIVUNIM students forge a lifelong connection with Israel and the
Jewish people through thoughtfully and intentionally-designed travel expe-
riences that impart what other Jewish education programs can only envy: a
nuanced and integrated understanding of Jewish civilization through
sophisticated contact with the remarkable spectrum of religious traditions,
cultures and world views among which the Jewish people grew throughout
our 2,000-year Diaspora. Israel, our gap-year program home for the acad-
emic year, provides a challenging and surprisingly inspirational setting for
appreciating the possibilities of Muslim-Jewish and Christian-Jewish co-
existence and informs our broader international encounter with ‘the
other’.”

Sounds pretty fantastic – right? And for any graduating high school stu-
dent with the resources to participate in a program like this, it has to be con-
sidered a dream come true.

I spoke with Jaron Rykiss about his experience in Kivunim, which sadly
for him and everyone else in the 2019-20 program, was cut short by
COVID.

I began by asking Jaron how he heard about Kivunim in the first place?
Jaron explained that back in high school he was very involved with

BBYO. Through BBYO he was exposed to a certain amount of interna-
tional contact and realized “that there’s more to life than just Winnipeg”.

As graduation from Gray Academy was approaching Jaron “sat down
with Avi Posen” (who was still in Winnipeg at that point, although in the
fall of 2019 Avi himself made aliyah to Israel with his wife, Illana Minuk),
and “we began talking about the possibility of a gap year” (the year
between graduating from high school and entering a post-secondary insti-
tution).

After spending considerable time researching various programs Jaron
came upon Kivunim which, he says, was perfect for someone like him –
someone who didn’t have much experience outside of Winnipeg.

I asked Jaron whether he had ever been to Israel before?

He answered that he
had - “twice” – once
when he was nine, for
a family occasion, and
then again in 2017
when he was one of
the students partici-
pating in the P2G
(partnership together)
program that Gray
Academy has with
Dancinger High
School in Kiryat
Shemonah, Israel.
“That was really when
I fell in love with the
country,” he noted.

Fast forward to
September 2019 and
Jaron is in Jerusalem
– “which is now my
favourite city on the
planet,” he said. There
were 54 students in
the program with
Jaron – mostly from
the U.S., but one
other Canadian from
Toronto as well.

“We all lived in a
dormitory together –
in the Mamillah
area,” Jaron
explained.

Under the original plan, Jaron said, he would have been in the program
for eight and a half months, which would have taken him to the end of May.

As it was, he came back in March of this year – “exactly five months after
I left”.

I asked Jaron at that point to describe what exactly he was studying dur-
ing the program?

He answered: “The program goes to show you religion in other countries,
so we spent the year studying Judaism, Islam…a Buddhist monk came to
live with us for a couple weeks in Jerusalem and then when we got to India
he showed us around.”

Which countries did Jaron actually visit as part of Kivunim? I asked.
Jaron said  that the first month was

spent in Jerusalem, followed by
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Making Jewish Education Safe
and Accessible for our Community

Through the fall, the Combined Jewish Appeal (CJA) Campaign will be
focusing on some of our agencies and the amazing ways they have pulled
together for our community during these times. With our kids back to
school, it seems appropriate to begin with the Gray Academy of Jewish
Education.

Last spring, within 48 hours of a government-mandated closure, Gray
Academy of Jewish Education launched Gray Away, a virtual learning plat-
form that allowed students to log onto classes with their teachers every day
for a full schedule of learning and vital connection to their school commu-
nity.

This fall, Gray Academy re-opened for all students from JK to Grade 12
for full days of in-class learning five days a week. This means that class-
rooms have been configured for physical distancing; the use of student
cohorts; staggered start and end times; and new routines to support
increased hand hygiene, cleaning and sanitization. To facilitate all of these
critical measures, Gray Academy has taken on costs above and beyond
expectations, including expenses for PPE, additional technology to support
distance learning, and increasing demand for bursaries from families
impacted by the pandemic. But because of you, no child will be left behind.

Thank you for being a donor to the Combined Jewish Appeal. This year
we need you more than ever.

To learn more and donate now, visit www.jewishwinnipeg.org or call
204.477.7428.

Jaron Rykiss’s half-year spent on “Kivunim”  
program in Israel cut short by COVID

As part of the program students are taken to a
number of different countries, including:
India, Greece, Bulgaria Spain, Portugal, Italy,
Germany, Hungary and Morocco. In the pic-
ture above Jaron is with a fellow student in
front of the Parthenon in Athens.

(Continued on opposite page.)
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supposed to have been the first of several
international trips.

“We ended up going to Greece and
Bulgaria for two weeks,” after which the
group returned to Israel for a month and a
half, then India, but trips to Spain,
Portugal, Italy, Germany, Hungary and
Morocco were all canceled due to the
outbreak of COVID.

“We were supposed to end up in
Morocco and meet the king there,” Jaron
noted. “It’s too bad that never happened.”

(Jaron added that they were also sup-
posed to visit Turkey at the same time as
they visited Greece and Bulgaria, but that
didn’t happen either. As he explained,
“there were a lot of political issues” – what with the heightened civil unrest
in Turkey at that time.)

What was the actual learning experience like? I wondered.
Jaron described the learning as “experiential”. 
“While we were in Israel we would study the places we were going to

visit,” Jaron observed, “then we would experience what we had just learned
about – so it was a combination of classroom and experience.”

I was still uncertain, however, what the overall purpose of the program
was – beyond exposing students to a wide variety of experiences. 

According to its website, Kivunim aims to provide a “liberal arts” type of
education: “The power of conceptual and intellectual integration is the ulti-
mate (and all-to-often illusive) goal of a liberal arts education.

The website goes on to say:
“Why do we train our children in the liberal arts? It is not because these

studies can grant someone virtue, but because they prepare the soul for
accepting it.”

“KIVUNIM represents the beginning of a unique intellectual journey for
our students and our staff and faculty. KIVUNIM succeeds in creating a
thoughtful, comprehensive, and resilient intellectual foundation for our stu-
dents and alumni.”

Here are the five courses taught to students in Kivunim. (There are no
optional courses and all students must take the same five courses):

Civilization and Society: Homelands in Exile
Land, People, Ideas: The Challenges of Zionism
Hebrew Language and Literature
Arabic Language and Culture
Visual Learning - The Art of Seeing

A more detailed examination of each course gives a clearer understand-
ing of just what it is that Kivunim is attempting to convey to students. Here,
for instance, is an excerpt from the course outline of Land, People, Ideas:
The Challenges of Zionism: “Here we seek to make the history of the
Zionist movement come alive and allow KIVUNIM students to truly appre-
ciate the capacity of the human being to become an historical actor: to
make things happen.  The course explores the growth of Pan-Arab nation-
alism and the specific development of Palestinian identity and national-
ism.  We encourage our students to imagine solutions while studying prob-
lems and to develop their sense of empowerment in glimpsing a future
more positive than the past or today.”

If this all seems slightly airy-fairy, then I wondered how a program like
this would be perceived by other institutions of higher learning - for
instance, at a university here in Manitoba? After all, on its website Kivunim
maintains that its courses will give students 30 academic credits, which
would be equivalent to a normal year of study in an Arts program at a
Manitoba university.

Jaron, who is now enrolled in an Arts program at the University of
Manitoba, said that the university has not yet accepted for credit all the
courses that he took in Israel. 

Thus far, he has received credit for two of the courses: “Civilization and
Society: Homelands in Exile”, and “Land, People, Ideas: The Challenges
of Zionism”. 

He noted though that he is being asked  to take aptitude tests in both
Hebrew and Arabic to determine whether the courses he took in those lan-
guages will be accepted for credit. As for the fifth course – “Visual
Learning”, he explained that he is not expecting to obtain credit for that
course, since it was more of a “photography” course than anything.

The problem, however, as Jaron noted during our conversation, is that
due to COVID, so much of the university’s decision making is backed up
that he doesn’t know how long it will be before he knows what the status
of the two language courses that he took will be vis-à-vis receiving credit
for them.

As far as
his future
studies go,
J a r o n
added that
he plans on
m a j o r i n g
either in
P o l i t i c a l
Studies or
Philosophy,
with his
u l t i m a t e
goal to get
into law.
(By the
way, did I
m e n t i o n

that Jaron’s grandfather is
Jack London, about whom I
have a review of his book
elsewhere in this issue? As a
disclaimer though, I want to
explain that I contacted Jaron
long before I knew that Jack
had even written his memoir.)

One final aspect of the Kivunim program that hasn’t been mentioned yet
in this article is the question of cost. I sent an email to the Kivunim pro-
gram, asking for information as to the cost of the program. Here is the
response I received: 

“Our tuition is $55,000 which includes room and board, international
travel, academics, a round trip from New York, etc. Tuition plus a small fee
also includes 30 academic credits from Hebrew College (a full college
year) accepted by most colleges in the U.S. and Canada. Every year we
offer scholarships and interest free loans. We give about 40-50% of our stu-
dents scholarship each year. Jaron’s year, 45% of students received a schol-
arship totaling approximately $375k.” (By the way, as one might expect,
Kivunim is not being offered in person this year, although there is an online
program.) 
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A Bhuddist monk came to live with the
students for a couple of weeks in
Jerusalem.

Jaron with some classmates in Jerusalem. 

(Continued from page 12.)
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presents

first community 

ONLINE CONCERT SERIES
AT A COMPUTER OR 

MOBILE DEVICE NEAR YOU

a ten week 

Online Concert Series 

produced by Karla Berbrayer

WATCH NOW FROM
THE COMFORT OF
YOUR OWN HOME!

Erin Propp 
& Larry Roy

Kevin
McIntyre

Shayla
Fink

FREE

FOR ALL

Concerts 
released every Monday

www.gwensecter.com
to register

Winnipeggers Saul and Ida Alpern 
donate Mobile Intensive Care Unit

to Magen David Adom
By MYRON LOVE

“As a young boy
growing up in
Romania, Saul Alpern
belonged to the
Zionist organization
Betar and became a
firm believer in
Zionism.  After the
war, in 1948, the
young Holocaust sur-
vivor was among sev-
eral hundred war
orphans  allowed to
come to Canada.
While it was his inten-
tion to eventually
move to Israel (where his younger brother died fighting for the Jewish
People in the War of Independence), Saul Alpern end up marrying the for-
mer Ida Reiss and making his life in Winnipeg.

(Twenty years ago, Alpern published “No One Awaiting Me”, a moving
account of his and his younger brother’s struggles to survive after their
family – along with as many as 250,000 other Jews were expelled from
Romania in 1941 and forced to walk to the narrow strip of land called
Transnistria.  The brothers’  parents, sister and a brother died during the
first winter in Transnistria, leaving 12-year-old Saul and his 10–year-old
brother, Avrum, to fend for  themselves.)

“My heart,” he says, “was always in Israel. We visited this beautiful
country a number of times.”

Now in retirement, the 90-year-old former cattle buyer and his wife are
giving back to Israel in a big way. They have recently pledged $160,000 to
Israel’s Magen David Adom for the purchase of a Mobile Intensive Care
Unit to the people of Israel in memory of Saul Alpern’s parents and siblings
who perished in the Holocaust.  

“It is an expression of my love for my family and my love of Israel,” he
says. 

The Alperns have been contributing small amounts to the Canadian
Magen David Adom (CMDA) for years.  They note that Bill and Judy
Mahon (also Winnipeggers) have donated two emergency medical scooters
to the Israeli affiliate of the International Red Cross.

“With the pandemic raging in Israel, we thought that commissioning an
MICU would be most helpful,” Saul says.

Ida  reports that the ambulance is being built in Quebec and will be ready
to be delivered in about six months.

The Magen David Adom – Israel’s national emergency medical, disaster,
ambulance and blood bank service, is a world leader in life-saving tech-
niques.  Remarkably, it is mainly staffed by volunteers and receives no
government funding.  Donations to  Canadian Magen David Adom account
for 20% of the funds needed to build the national headquarters for MDA’s
Blood Bank located in the Tel-Hashomer complex as well as numerous
ambulances and scooters in use by the organization.

To further support Magen David Adom activities in Israel, the Winnipeg
chapter of CMDA is holding a telethon on Sunday, November 8, between
10:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., out of the Multipurpose Room at the Campus.
The organizers are asking for volunteers to help with the phone outs.
Readers interested in volunteering are invited to phone Ami Bakerman at
204 771-7326.

You can also contact Sharon Fraiman, Western Regional Director,
Canadian Magen David Adom  at 587-435-5808 ((sfraiman@cmdai.org) to
make a donation.

IDA and SAUL ALPERN

Tram in Cologne, Germany gets giant Star of David
and ‘shalom’ stickers to celebrate 
1,700 years of German Jewish life

(JTA) — Cologne, Germany’s public transportation company put Star of
David stickers and the Hebrew-language salutation “shalom” on a vehicle
serving one of its busiest tram lines on Wednesday, as part of the buildup
to the country’s celebration next year of 1,700 years of Jewish life in
Germany.

The move is an initiative of Association 321, which references the fact
that Jewish presence was first documented in Germany in the year 321.

The new tram look “is a sign against anti-Semitism and against racism,”
the association wrote on Twitter.

The sticker’s full text reads “schalomschen Koeln!” — a diminutive form
of the Yiddish-language greeting that is sometimes used in the local dialect
of the western German city.
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Community news

By LIOR ZALTZMAN
This article originally appeared in Kveller.
Vanity Fair just released an incredible, comprehensive

interview with “Wonder Woman” star Gal Gadot. There are
a lot of fun tidbits about the Israeli actress’ career, her some-
what unpopular stint singing “Imagine” with other celebri-
ties early in the pandemic, feminism and her propensity for
ending sentences with “dadadada” (apparently its Gadot’s
version of “yada yada yada“).

There’s also some truly excellent pictures that were shot
with an all-Israeli crew at Caesarea beach. Oh, and Gadot
also made a video as part of the article on Hebrew slang
words.

As an Israeli, Gadot is very open about her Jewish identi-
ty, speaking out against anti-Semitism, sharing pictures of
her family celebrating Jewish holidays, and talking about
how her grandfather, an Auschwitz survivor, impacted her life. And, at the
end of the Vanity Fair piece, she talks about how one Jewish prayer in par-
ticular helps keep her grounded.

“I say thank you every morning. In the Jewish culture, there’s a prayer
that you’re supposed to say every time you wake up in the morning to thank
God for, you know, keeping you alive and dadadada. You say “modeh ani,”
which means ‘I give thanks,’” she told Vanity Fair’s Nancy Jo Sales. “So
every morning I wake up and step out of bed and I say, ‘Thank you for
everything, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you.’ Nothing is to be
taken for granted.”

Modeh Ani is, of course, the traditional Jewish prayer recited upon wak-
ing up each day. It offers thanks to God for letting us regain consciousness
after a long night’s sleep.

“I thank You, living and enduring King, for You have graciously returned
my soul within me. Great is Your faithfulness,” is one translation of
prayer’s Hebrew text.

It’s so lovely to think of this super successful Jewish actress — the third
highest-paid actress this year, according to Forbes — offering gratitude to
God every day.

Gadot’s career is seriously on fire, and she has many incredible upcom-
ing roles: the anticipated reprise of Wonder Woman in Wonder Woman
1984, playing Jewish actress and inventor Hedy Lammar  and portraying
Holocaust hero Irena Sendler. Then there’s her newly announced contro-
versial upcoming role as Cleopatra. (Another Jewish star who played the
role, despite controversy, was Elizabeth Taylor). Yet, at the end — or,
rather, the beginning — of each day, she doesn’t take anything for granted.

As a mom, I have to also thank Gadot for her very relatable and very real
pronouncements on parenthood: “I’m all types of moms. It depends what
days you’re asking,” she told the magazine. “I’m very connected to them
and I’m very warm, and I make sure to keep the channels of communica-
tion open and we always talk about feelings and stuff like that. And then

sometimes I let go and don’t interrupt them because I’ve
learned when you’re too involved you can actually cre-
ate problems.”

“I can be hysterical at times,” she says. “I can be
goofy. We laugh a lot. I can have a lot of patience, but
then when I lose it, it’s not great.”

She adds, laughing: “I think that every mom can relate
to this, that once you have a baby, you get a huge sack of
guilt, which is something that I’m dealing with all the
time. But I realized I can only try and be the best version
of a mom that I can be. So I just try to do my best and
give them everything that I can.”

I’m very much feeling the “huge sack of guilt” right
now — thanks, pandemic parenting! But it’s nice to
know that someone like Gadot feels it, too. Stars:
They’re just like us, plus regal seaside photoshoots.

By MYRON LOVE

Harriet Rosenbaum has been a dental hygienist
for more than 35 years. During that time, she
has been involved in every aspect of her pro-

fession.  Her list of contributions includes serving two
terms as president of the Manitoba Dental Hygiene
Association as well as some time as the organization’s
executive director.  She has taught at the school and
mentored many younger dental hygienists.  She has
served on the College of Dental Hygienists of
Manitoba’s Continuing Competency Program  com-
mittee. 

Now, in response to the new protocols required of
dental offices by the COVID-19 situation, the long-
time dental hygienist at garden City Dental Centre, has
found still another way to contribute to the well-being
of her dental hygienist colleagues and other healthcare professionals by
providing them with custom-made masks and caps.

“I am the kind of person who always likes to keep busy,” says the Garden
City resident and mother of two who used to play  hockey and ringette in
what spare time she may have had.  “So when the government locked us
down for seven weeks in the spring and I had so much time on my hands,
I taught myself to sew and make masks for myself and her family.”

Now, Rosenbaum, a former MDHA Alumna of Distinction, notes that
sewing was not previously one of her skills.  Although she recalls her
father, the late Morris Gardner, giving her a sewing machine a long time
ago, she says that she had barely touched it over the years.

“It was a steep learning curve,” she says. “I had to go online to learn how
to sew.  I made many mistakes at the beginning.”

However, once she got the hang of it and produced her first masks, she
reports, friends and colleagues liked what they saw and starting asking her

to make similar masks – and caps (required attire now for
healthcare professionals) for them as well.

Demand grew rapidly, she notes.  Her daughter, Jessica, a
recent graduate of the Asper School of Business, stepped in
to help create a website (headsupcaps-
andmasks@gmail.com) and look after the marketing while
son, David, she notes, is her  I.T. guy who steps in when she
runs into computer difficulties.

Orders are continuing to come in. “I just delivered ten sets
and am working on an order for seven more,” she reports.

What sets Rosenbaum’s mask and cap combinations apart
is that she has adapted them to the specific needs of health-
care workers. For example, the caps have a button on each
side for the mask to attach.

She has also added a bendable noise piece to keep the
mask from slipping and uses a super soft, adjustable elas-

tic.
“I am finding that people like my masks and caps because they fit well,”

she says.
The most popular fabrics, she notes, are leopard prints and sparkly pat-

terns.
While she charges a base rate of $15 each for masks and for caps, she

notes that the cost can go a little higher depending on whether or not she
has to import a specific fabric. And accommodating pony tails and long
hair can require more work, she says,

She notes that her clients have included dentists, nurses and people who
are wearing her mask and caps when they are cleaning house.

Rosenbaum adds that she is hoping to give back to the community by
way of donating a portion of the sales to a charity such as the Heart and
Stroke Foundation or Cancercare Manitoba. “What would my high school
sewing teacher say if she could see me now?” Rosenbaum wonders.

Dental hygienist adds mask/cap manufacturing to lengthy list of contributions to the profession

The traditional Jewish prayer Gal Gadot says every day

HARRIET ROSENBAUM

GAL GADOT
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VIVIAN YANOFSKY
Vivian was born

March 27, 1933 in
Winnipeg and passed
away peacefully on
Sept. 16, 2020. She was
predeceased by her
beloved husband, Harry
of 40 years, her parents
Albert and Yetta Hecht,
and brothers, Jerry and
Manuel Hecht. She will
be sadly missed by her
loving children Debra

Yanofsky, Arnold Yanofsky and Albert & Sharon
Yanofsky; grandchildren Jocelyne, Aaron (Faye-
Rae),  Evelyn (Chris) and great-grandson, Jackson;
brother Gilbert Hecht and sister-in-law Roz Hecht;
and many nieces and nephews

Mom attended Luxton School, St. John’s Tech,
United Collage, and then worked at Victoria Leather.
Mom and dad were married in 1956.  Mom was a
beautiful, down to earth lady, who cared about oth-
ers, and loved her family above all else.  She was a
kind woman of good deeds, with a heart of gold,
teaching us to look after one another. She was so
proud of all her children and grandchildren and had
a very special bond with each one of them.  Mom
welcomed everyone into her home.  Homecare and
ILRC Family Managed Care staff, along with
Debra’s devoted care, aided Mom to live in her
home for 60 years!  She volunteered with Bnai Brith
Women,  Continuity Care, L’Avenir Cooperative,
and in the Seven Oaks School Div. Mom enjoyed
helping others, especially those with special needs

Mom valued her many friendships throughout life
and more recently at the Fred Douglas Lodge Day
Program.  Friday night Shabbat family dinners and
Passover Seders were very important to her. Mom
was an amazing cook, especially her tuna burgers,
nothings, and chocolate chip cookies! Mom had a
fun sense of humor and enjoyed watching the
Bombers & Jets.  She enjoyed reading, growing
plants, bowling, knitting for her family, music, play-
ing Mah-jongg, family trips to Gimli and Grand
Forks, and Casino bus tours with Debra. Mom loved
celebrating birthdays, Jewish holidays, and Baby
Boomer Cafes, singing, smiling, and laughing with
her family and friends!  Baba Vivi, you taught us all
the importance of loving family and maintaining
Jewish traditions

Graveside services were held September 21, 2020
at the Shaarey Zedek Cemetary and conducted by
Rabbi Matthew Leibl. Pallbearers were Aaron
Yanofsky, Evelyn Clarke, Elliot Olin, Michael
Hecht, Henry Goldfeld, and Keith Elfenbein.
Donations in Vivian’s memory can be made to
Jewish Child & Family Services or Continuity Care
Inc. or to a charity of your choice

CARMELA FINKEL (nee SHRAGGE)
We lost our Mom,

Bubby, Great-Bubby,
Sister, Auntie and friend
on October 9, 2020.

Born in Radziechow,
Poland on March 22,
1933, our mom
Carmela, and her older
sister Betty, had a very
happy early childhood,
helping their mom in
the kitchen and playing
with friends, but things

began to change around her when she was 6, with the
rumblings of war and targeting of Jews. In 1941, the
Nazis invaded their town. Fearing for their lives as a
Jewish family, they went into hiding, ultimately end-
ing up in a tiny mud hollow dug below the home of
neighbours. These courageous Polish neighbours and
another family risked their own lives, enabling Mom
and her family to survive, despite numerous close
calls. After 20 months in hiding, they were liberated
by Russian soldiers in July 1944. Emerging weak
and undernourished, they soon learned of the deaths
of countless family members and the devastation of
their Jewish community. Mom and her family made
sure these two exceptional families were recognized
as Righteous Among the Nations at Yad Vashem, a
Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem. 

After several years in a Displaced Persons camp in
Deggendorf, Germany, Mom and her family emi-
grated to Winnipeg in October 1948. Mom quickly
mastered the English language and graduated with
high marks from St John’s Tech.

In December 1952, Mom met the love of her life,
Nathan, and after a whirlwind romance, they married
on her 20th birthday. A year later, they had their first
child, Allan, followed soon after by Marla, Mona and
Gina and 5 1/2 years later, Sheldon completed their
family.  

Mom was the consummate homemaker and took
pride in everything she did. She ensured our home
was always tidy and filled with the aromas of fresh-
ly-baked goodies and delicious homemade meals.
The freezers and cold room were always well
stocked with preserves, pies, pickles and so much
more. Mom really enjoyed sewing and knitting, cre-
ating beautiful clothing for herself and for her 3
daughters and even their dolls. Her intricate needle-
work graced the walls of our home. In later years,
Mom spent many hours knitting for Cancer Care
Manitoba and was so pleased to hear that her pieces
were usually the first items sold. 

It was important to Mom that her children have a
strong Jewish upbringing and education, and she cre-
ated a home that reflected that, including lighting
Sabbath candles every Friday and observing Jewish
holidays with delicious homemade traditional foods
and rituals. She was known for her gefilte fish and
kreplach and many other specialties. A legacy we all
cherish is the Passover seder matzo bags she made
for each of her children and grandchildren.

Mom loved music, especially opera, classical and
liturgical pieces. She opened this world to us too, a
gift we all continue to appreciate and share with our
own families.

Mom was a life member of Masada Chapter of
Pioneer Women Na’amat and also enjoyed bowling,
mahjongg and power walking in Kildonan Park. She
loved to travel, especially to see her family, and was
so happy to meet many family members at the inter-
national ‘Schrage’ family gathering in 2003. Mom
joined the workforce in her 40s and spent many years
in retail, most notably as nation-wide top salesperson
at La Vie en Rose.

Mom’s early years were lived in fear, terror and
uncertainty, experiences that shaped her life in many
ways. She was overly protective, needing to have her
children close at all times and to make sure they were
well-fed. In her later years, as difficult and painful as
it was, Mom found the strength and courage to share
her Holocaust experiences with countless students
and others, determined to ensure the world never for-
gets.

Mom cherished her relationship with her sister
Betty, her best friend and confidante. Their daily
phone calls and frequent visits were very important
to her, knowing they could talk about anything and
that they would always be there for one another.
Their loving and supportive relationship served as a
wonderful model for us.  

Family meant everything to Mom. She was so
proud of her 5 children and that they all grew to be
kind, caring and responsible adults who continued to
maintain close relationships with each other. Mom
loved spending time with her 12 grandchildren and
delighted in the births of her 9 great-grandchildren.

We can all still feel Mom’s signature bear hug.  
Mom was predeceased by her parents, Caroline and

Leon, and her beloved husband, Nathan. She will be
lovingly remembered and missed by her sister Betty,
her children Allan (Barb), Marla (Howie), Mona
(Patrick), Gina (Bernie) and Sheldon (Arlie), grand-
children Lauren, Evan, Jordan, Adam, Laura, Yale,
Jessica, Megan, Julian, Aaron, Cindy and Danny,
great-grandchildren Noah, Ruby, Jude, Liam,
Abigail, Isla, Jack, Emmy and Lyla, and many nieces,
nephews and relatives in Israel and around the world.

Mom’s funeral service was held on October 12,
2020 at the Bnay Abraham Cemetery. Our family
would like to thank Mom’s homecare workers and the
staff and residents at the Portsmouth for their care
and kindness. A special thank you to Tracy Kasner-
Greaves for leading the funeral service and for her
eulogy, which honoured Mom’s life so beautifully.

Donations in Mom’s memory may be made to the
Carmela Shragge Finkel Holocaust Awareness Fund
at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba (204-477-7525
or https://www.jewishfoundation.org/send-a-card) or
to a charity of your choice.

MARLENE HOCHMAN-GOLDEN
Marlene Hochman-

Golden passed away
peacefully, with her
family by her side, on
October 21, 2020 at the
Misericordia Hospital.
She was 84 years
young. She was prede-
ceased by her mother,
Betty; father, David;
brother, Martin
(Jeanne); sister Sylvia;
her beloved husband
Gordie, and son

Stewart. Marlene leaves to mourn her loving sons,
Michael (Donna) and Larry (Moraina); her grandchil-
dren, Stacey (Jeff) and Sabrina (Sean), her great-
grandchildren, Emma, Lexton, Maddex and Kendrix;
brother-in-laws Greg, Sam (Jackie), Ben (Phyllis);
sisters-in-law Claire and Betty; and numerous
nephews and nieces. 

Marlene was larger than life. She was warm,
friendly, caring, loving, generous, and had a great
sense of humor. She had a zest for life and led it with
dignity and grace. She was always smiling and had an
infectious personality. She was a social butterfly,
young at heart, and a role model to many.

Marlene grew up in the north end of Winnipeg and
married the love of her life, Gordie, in 1955. They
had 3 children; Larry, Stewart and Michael. She
brought up her boys and helped Gordie establish
Superior Food Importers. She travelled the world
with Gordie. The family was extremely close and
even with Marlene and Gordie’s busy schedules, fam-
ily always came first. They always enjoyed fishing,
camping and picnics on the weekends.

Tragedy befell the family on April 10, 1977. During
this time Marlene’s strength was what held the fami-
ly together. She continued to raise her children, run
the household, and take over the family business.
Marlene re-married in 1980 and spent her life creat-
ing a wonderful home where she had many gather-
ings. Marlene was a fantastic cook and had a recipe
column in the Jewish Post & News. She enjoyed
needlepoint, knitting, mahjong, exercising at the
YMHA, line dancing, as well as belonging to numer-
ous Jewish organizations. She even completed a half
marathon. Marlene always looked great, was into all
the latest fashion and was a snappy dresser. Marlene
enjoyed her later years at River Ridge Retirement
Home where she was loved by all. She participated in
all the activities and enjoyed family visits and out-
ings. Those who knew her, know that she was a spe-
cial person. She really lived life to the fullest and
loved her children, grandchildren and great-grand-
children tremendously. She would proclaim “this is
what it’s all about”. She was very involved in their
lives and would do anything for family. 

Despite all of her hardships, she would always say,
“I’ve had a great life”. She will be deeply missed by
all. We love you to the moon and back and will cher-
ish all the great memories.

A private burial was held at the Bnay Abraham
Cemetery at 1:30 p.m. on October 23, 2020. Rabbi
Kliel Rose officiated. In honour of Marlene’s memo-
ry, donations may be made to a Jewish charity of your
choice.



MANUEL SOUSA
It is with deep sadness

and much too soon that
we announce the pass-
ing of Manuel (Manny)
Sousa, peacefully on
Sunday, September 20,
2020, after a brief ill-
ness at the age of 59. He
was surrounded by the
love of his wife and
partner Sheara Waxman
and his family.  

In addition to Sheara,
Manny is survived by

his parents, Carlos and Liliana de Sousa of Toronto,
his brother and sister-in-law Carlos Sousa and Tessy
Muscat Sousa and their children, Joshua (Jen),
Katherine (Hutch) and Adam Sousa of Toronto, his
sister-in-law Gayle Waxman and her daughter
Alexandra of Winnipeg, and his brother-in-law and
sister-in-law Martin Waxman and Maureen Judge
and their children, Jacob (Mawr) and Rebecca
Waxman of Toronto. Manny was predeceased by his
mother-in-law and father-in-law, Myra and
Alexander Waxman. 

Manny and Sheara were together for 31 years,
making memories that will last a lifetime. They
walked hand in hand through life, partners in every
way. Nothing made Manny happier than listening to
Sheara’s laugh and making her smile.  Family was
everything to Manny. He was devoted to his parents
whom he loved and looked out for. Manny was
always grateful to his parents for immigrating to
Canada and making countless sacrifices so he and his
brother Carlos could enjoy a wonderful life. Manny
also had a deep affection for Sheara’s parents and
treated them with love and respect.
 Manny cherished the relationships he had with his

nieces and nephews. He shared a special bond with
each one of them and loved being with them. Joshua,
Katherine and Adam all pursued careers in the arts
and credited Manny as their inspiration. Everyone
who knew them, knew that when one of them
referred to “Uncle” they meant Manny. Manny
always looked forward to talking about and playing
hockey with Jacob and often said that the highlight
of a recent trip he and Sheara made to Spain was the
time they spent with Rebecca. Manny felt honoured
and lucky to be a part of Alexandra’s day to day life.
He shared in the joy of raising her and was so proud
of the exceptional person she is today. Alexandra
also considered Manny to be her inspiration. 

Manny was a true people person, kind and warm to
everyone he met. He had an incredible curiosity
about so many things and was always learning and
challenging himself. Manny’s passions were bound-
less and included playing hockey, cheering on the
Winnipeg Jets, photography, travel, carpentry and
most importantly spending time with family and
friends. He approached every opportunity with a
smile, a positive attitude and a zest for life.  

Manny was born in Portugal and grew up in
Toronto where he met Sheara and their life together
began. Sheara and Manny relocated to Winnipeg
where he pursued his career in photography and
became a successful, creative entrepreneur. For
almost 30 years, Manny captured moments and mile-
stones in Winnipeg and throughout the world. He
quickly became one of Winnipeg’s most accom-
plished, respected and innovative photographers.
Manny was sought out as a mentor and admired for
his work ethic, passion and knowledge, which he
shared generously. He also extended his generosity
to many community charities and causes. 
 In addition to his photography business, Manny

travelled the world and used his lens to capture the
wonder and beauty he saw around him, producing
stunning images that were widely admired. 
 Manny appreciated all the messages of love and

support that he received from family and friends dur-
ing his illness. Sheara and family are also grateful for
the outpouring of kindness and sympathy.  

We will miss Manny’s smile, his laughter and his
joy for life. Manny will forever be in our hearts. 
 A private remembrance has taken place. 
 Those wishing to honour Manny’s memory can

donate to the Manuel Sousa Award for Excellence in
Photography at the Children’s Heritage Fund,
Winnipeg School Division by calling 204-775-0231

Next issue of 
The Jewish Post & News:

November 11
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

NOV. 4

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH MINUK
who passed away
October 12, 2010

4 Days in Chesvan
We will always love
and miss you

In loving memory of

SARA LANTZ
who passed away
November 3, 1995

10 days in Cheshvan
— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
October 30, 1999

20 Days in Cheshvan

MANYA KATZ
who passed away

September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Our loving memories will never die. Sadly missed and ever
remembered by their children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

3rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM KIMELMAN
who passed away

October 31st, 2017
12 days in Cheshvan

— Ever  remembered with love
and deep affection by your
wife, children and grandsons.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
PFEFFER
who passed away

November 10, 1962
13 Days in Cheshvan

You are not forgotten
Nor ever will be
As long as life and memory last
We will miss and remember
thee.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your son, daughters-
in-law and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN
CRAMER
who passed away
October 20, 1975

15 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
terribly missed by his
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and
family.

In loving memory of

MAY KANTOR
who passed away

November 11, 2003
16 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BENNY
ROITELMAN

who passed away
November 5, 2012

21 days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered by
your wife Audrey, son Gerald
& wife Karen,  grandchildren,
brothers Barry (Clara),
Martin, & sister Goldie
(Mark).

8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BELLA
SCHEIMAN

who passed away
November 23, 2005
21 Days in Chesvan

Her strength was our strength.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your
daughters, grandchildren and
family.

MEMORIAMS
CONTINUED

ON NEXT PAGE

In Memoriam
29th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHEP NERMAN
who passed away
November 7, 1991

30th Day in Cheshvan, 5752
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife, Reesa,
beloved son, Seth, daughter-
in-law Patricia, grand-
daughter Maja, brothers,
sister,  family and friends.

In loving memory
of our dear

father and grandfather

HARRY
MLYNARSKI

who passed away
November 4, 1993

20 Days in Cheshvan
Your wisdom and humor live
on
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GLADYS
(Waldman)
SHAFFER
who passed away
November 9, 1982

23 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

REUBEN
SENENSKY

who passed away
November 18, 2011
21 days in Chesvan

—Lovingly remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SAM
DESHELL
who passed away

November 11, 2017
22 days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
family  and  friends.

We miss you Sam.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MELVIN
MANISHEN

who passed away
November 10, 2006
19 days in Chesvan

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Beverley, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

2nd Yahrzeit

HARRY
ROSENBERG

who passed away
November 3, 2015

21 days in Cheshvan, 5776

BECKY
ROSENBERG

who passed away
October 31, 2018

22 days in Cheshvan, 5779
—Always remembered,  forever in our hearts,  your family and
friends.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM SELLERS
who passed away

November 10, 2009
23 Days in Cheshvan

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
mother, baba, & great-baba

RACHEL
(GOSZER),

(SZTERNFELD)
GOLDSTEIN

who passed away
November 21, 2005
20 days in Cheshvan

— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy, Marissa and Rob,
Hailey, Caleb, Zane, Rubie,
Max, Chloe and your nieces,
nephews, family & friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX J.
TENENBEIN

who passed away
December 5, 1984
12 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK LEVIT
who passed away

November 13, 2014
20 days in Cheshvan

You continue to inspire us daily.
You are on our minds,
in our hearts,
and so very deeply missed.
— Forever loved by your wife
Yetta, your children Diane,
Shelley and Keith and your
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

HELENE
KROLIK

who passed away
November 2, 1996

20 Days in Cheshvan, 5757
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
our beloved

SHIRLEY DINER
who passed away
November 7, 2017

18 days in Cheshvan
Heartbroken by your absence
and missing your beautiful
spirit.
— Forever loved by your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES
ITSCOVICH

who passed away
November 6, 1999

28 Days in Chesvan
There was no time to say
goodbye
The day you went away.
You left us so suddenly,
Twenty-one years ago today.
Our hearts still ache with
sadness.
And silent tears still flow.
For what it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving son,
grandson,  family & friends.

21st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH
TENENBEIN

who passed away
November 19, 2005
17 Days in Chesvan

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of
SHELLEY

BRESLAW-WYNNE
who passed away
November 5, 2017

17 days in Cheshvan
— Dearly missed by family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

ESTHER
SHAPIRO
who passed away
October 28, 1988

17 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

 

 

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of 
Yiddish column

Yosl Birshtein who passed away in 2003 was one
of the last great Yiddish storytellers. Born in
Poland he immigrated to Israel from Australia after
the Holocuast. The new volume of his posthumous
short stories in Hebrew recently published by Bar
Ilan University Press reveals Birshtein’s talent not
only as a great Jewish writer, but also as a healer of
his broken people. One needs such a healer also in
our troubled times.  

Tune in  to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30
- 2:30 PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM
dial or online at ckjs.com 

Rochelle Zucker hosts the shows on November
1st and 8th.  On November 1st you will hear
Yiddish songs about work and workers. 

You can listen to past presentations on our pod-
cast website: 

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishra-
diohour

Follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinni
peg/ 

Reform Jews satisfied with
compromise on 

World Zionist Organization
By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

Oct. 23, 2020 (JTA) — The World Union for
Progressive Judaism said it was satisfied with a
compromise that it said places “checks and bal-
ances” on right-wing groups at the World Zionist
Organization.

The Union’s statement Friday followed a compro-
mise reached Thursday at the World Zionist
Congress, the legislative body of the WZO, which is
responsible for the allocation of hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in donations to various causes and
organizations in Israel.

“The current agreement, which reflects the current
Israeli political reality, grants significant power to
the right-wing parties,” the Union’s statement read.
“However as a result of our negotiations, there will
be more pluralistic leadership that will enable
important checks and balances and help enforce the
critical need for transparency and accountability.”

The compromise blocked the right-wing coalition
at the Congress, which relied on its strong showing
in this year’s election of the U.S. portion of the
World Zionist Congress, from appointing their peo-
ple to some key posts. Left-leaning groups threat-
ened to vote down some coalition initiatives unless
the division is renegotiated.

Labor and Blue and White will appoint their own
candidate to chair Keren Hayesod – United Israel
Appeal and as the vice chairperson of the Jewish
National Fund. Likud had originally intended to fill
both positions before the agreement was sealed,
Globes reported. Under the compromise, the right-
wing bloc will for the first time in decades head the
Jewish National Fund, among other senior posts.

This year’s World Zionist Congress is taking place
online because of the coronavirus pandemic.

The following information is taken from an
email sent to us by Nola Lazar, who is the incom-
ing president of Mercaz-Canada: “For the first time
in its history the Zionist Movement will appoint a
President from the Center-Left Liberal Zionist
block. The President will be nominated by the Yesh
Atid party and designated for a female candidate,
who will represent the Zionist Movement in Israel
and abroad as an ambassador for all Zionist streams
and viewpoints. Also for the first time, the Deputy
WZO Chair and Deputy Head of the Jewish Agency
(JAFI) will be representatives from the Reform and
Conservative Movements. Yizhar Hess, previously
head of Masorti Israel will hold the WZO position.
Kachol Lavan will appoint the Keren HaYesod
Chair. Movement parity is ensured in the KKL and
WZO Executive Boards.” 
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US election

Does Trump really care about Israel?

Ed. note: In our Sept. 30 issue Royle Derbitsky argued that President
Trump is indeed worthy of receiving the Nobel Peace Prize. Considering
that this will be the last issue before the U.S. election I agreed to allow
Royle one more kick at the cat (with apologies to cat lovers).

I have accepted Bernie’s challenge to write an
article discussing whether Trump really cares
about Israel or whether his actions in the Middle
East are just his way of trying to show Obama
up. 

The recent peace deals between Israel, the
UAE, Bahrain and Sudan are evidence that
Trump gets results, I’m not going to debate
whether Trump is a man of action who gets

results. The challenge for me was to write an article saying that  Trump
actually cares about anything other than his own ego. 

Let’s start with the question: Is Trump trying to undo everything Obama
did? Perhaps, but I doubt that is his primary motivation. There usually is
more than one way to solve a problem. Keep in mind that a conservative
has a different perspective than a liberal or a socialist. The same is true
whether you are in Canada, Israel, or the United States. Accordingly, it is
not a surprise that Trump is taking a different path and making different
decisions than the path and decisions taken by Obama. The undoing of
many Obama era policies is even less surprising considering that Trump
promised in the 2016 election campaign to bring change.

A skeptic might say Trump is only interested in Israel to appeal to his
Christian base because of their beliefs in Israel’s role in prophesy. I will
leave it to the religious scholars to debate whether Trump’s role in bring-
ing peace to the Middle East is intended to fulfill some sort of Christian
prophesy.

Back to the main question though – does Trump really care about Israel?
Caring is a matter that appeals to our emotions rather than to logic. Most
people would probably agree I have an unenviable challenge to try to
demonstrate Donald Trump has a caring nature.

My initial thought to demonstrate that Trump actually cares  about Israel
was top point to what he’s done. Trump gets along well with Netanyahu,
whereas Obama and Netanyahu were not on good speaking terms. Trump
has prevented all votes against Israel at the United Nations -  at least so far,
whereas Obama supported a vote against Israel at the United Nations.
Trump moved the US Embassy to Jerusalem, which other presidents
promised, but did not do. Trump has recently brought Israel three peace
deals with Muslim countries, and potentially more on the way. Many in the
Jewish community do not like Trump, but most agree his presidency is
good for Israel. All these issues appeal to our logic, and may demonstrate
caring, but does not prove caring.

Let’s also consider Trump’s family and relationships. Trump’s children
are married to Jewish spouses. Trump’s daughter, Ivanka, has converted to
Orthodox Judaism. Trump has Jewish grandchildren. Many of Trump’s
advisors are Jewish including his son-in-law, Jared Kushner; and Steven
Mnuchin, US Secretary of the Treasury. 

Politics and perceived missteps aside, I believe Trump has a caring side
which is less obvious and not reported in the media. 

I have personally heard Trump speak emotionally  when soldiers who die
abroad are returned to America. Trump seems to be sincerely deeply affect-
ed by the sacrifices of these heros as well as by the grief of the deceased
soldiers’ families when the bodies are escorted off the plane. To reduce the
loss of American lives, Trump has de-escalated rather than escalated mili-
tary conflicts around the world.  This compassion for American lives
demonstrates Trump has a caring side.

Trump has also pardoned many inmates who are not politically connect-
ed to him and who are not wealthy. I have seen many pardoned inmates -
including black women and men speak about how the pardon by Trump
changed their lives and corrected an injustice in the US justice system; or
the pardon corrected an unusually harsh punishment that was perceived as
unfair. 

Trump was recently nominated three times for the Nobel Peace Prize.
The first nomination was for the peace deal between Israel and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) – which was negotiated despite the foreign policy
establishment saying this accomplishment would be impossible for Trump
to achieve.  The second nomination was for the Kosovo-Serbia peace deal
recently negotiated by the Trump team. The third nomination was because
Trump is the first president in almost four decades who will have served a
full term without engaging the US in new conflicts. These nominations are
well deserved and may demonstrate President Trump cares more than we
realize. 

Trump’s personality does not seem compassionate or caring. For exam-
ple, Trump is accused of mishandling the COVID-19 crisis, leading to the
death of more than 200,000 Americans. This is one of many accusations
about Trump that contradicts my thesis that Trump truly does care. But,
when asked about how many Covid-19 deaths are acceptable, Trump has
said even one death is too many. 

The medical experts initially suggested the COVID pandemic could cost

the lives of more than two million Americans. Instead of saying Trump
caused the death of more than 200,000 Americans, the counterargument is
the actions by Trump’s administration prevented the deaths of millions of
Americans who would have died. For example, new medications and vac-
cines are expected to be released soon - and in record time, because Trump
mobilized both the public and private sectors in a way the bureaucracy by
itself could not. 

In our lifetime, Trump is the most successful US president at bringing
peace to Israel. Instead of trying to find a reason to criticize Trump or ask-
ing if he truly cares, we should all congratulate him for the recent peace
deals by saying Mazel Tov! We can also extend hope that more peace deals
will be announced in the future. 

This article reflects the opinions of the author alone and is not endorsed
by any company or organization with which the author is associated. 

By

ROYLE DERBITSKY

Biden winning Jewish vote by over 50 points
in Florida and Pennsylvania, polls show

Oct. 22, 2020 (JTA) — Joe Biden is winning the Jewish vote by over 50
points in the key swing states of Florida and Pennsylvania,  two polls com-
missioned by the liberal Jewish Middle East lobby group J Street have
found.

In Pennsylvania, 75% of respondents said they would vote for Biden and
22% picked Trump, tracking exactly with a nationwide American Jewish
Committee poll published this week. In Florida, the gap was 73% to 22%.

Both states have large Jewish populations, and both the Biden and Trump
campaigns have focused substantial resources on Jewish voters there.

All three polls track within the margin of error of Hillary Clinton’s show-
ing with Jewish voters in 2016, when she garnered 71% to Trump’s 24%.

The polls also show that Jewish voters rate the economy and the handling
of the coronavirus pandemic as their top issues, and the U.S.-Israel rela-
tionship as among their lowest.

The polls, conducted by GBAO, reached 600 Florida Jewish voters by
phone between Oct. 12-14 and 710 Pennsylvania Jewish voters between
Oct. 12 by phone and text-to-web. The Florida poll had a margin of error
of 4 percentage points and the Pennsylvania poll had a margin of error of
3.7 percentage points.

Kamala Harris’ husband Doug Emhoff 
campaigns with Jewish mayors

Oct. 23, 2020 (JTA) — The Biden campaign held an online meeting for
Jewish mayors featuring Doug Emhoff, vice presidential nominee Kamala
Harris’ husband.

Mayor Rick Kriseman of St. Petersburg, Florida asked Emhoff how his
Jewish upbringing had shaped him. According to the pool report on the
Thursday virtual event, Emhoff said “standing up to bullies,” and made it
clear he thought President Donald Trump was a bully. “We are going up
against the biggest bully there is.”

Eric Garcetti, the Jewish mayor of Los Angeles, said he had known
Emhoff, an entertainment lawyer based in Los Angeles, longer than he had
known Harris, who currently serves as a California’s senator. “On the cam-
paign trail, he’s our secret weapon,” Garcetti said.

The call attracted 65 people, including the following Jewish Democratic
mayors: Garcetti of Los Angeles; Kriseman of St. Petersburg; Steve Adler
of Austin, Texas; Andy Berkeof Cincinnati; Jacob Frey of Minneapolis;
Steven Fulop of Jersey City, New Jersey; Kate Gallego of Phoenix; Libby
Schaaf of Oakland; Steve Schewel of Durham, North Carolina; Darrell
Steinberg of Sacramento; and Miro Weinberger of Burlington, Vermont.

Ivanka Trump visits the tomb of the
Lubavitcher Rebbe as election nears

Oct. 23, 20202 (JTA) — Ivanka Trump visited the tomb of the
Lubavitcher rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, as an election
approaches that could oust her father from the presidency or give him
another four years.

Smartphone video posted on social media captured President Donald
Trump’s daughter emerging, masked, on Thursday night from the “ohel,” a
modest structure in Queens where Schneerson is buried with his father-in-
law. The structure is adjacent to a cemetery.

Trump had just completed his second debate with Joe Biden, the
Democratic nominee, in Tennessee.

Ivanka Trump was praying for her father’s reelection, according to
Yeshiva World News, which did not give attribution for the claim. In 2016,
she and her husband, Jared Kushner, visited the ohel to pray for her father’s
election.

Ivanka Trump and Kushner are Orthodox Jews. Praying adjacent to the
tomb of Schneerson, who died in 1994, is considered by many Jews to be
especially powerful.



New York Governor, New York City Mayor following 
Middle Ages precedent in blaming Jews for COVID spread

By MYRON LOVE

Since COVID-19  first hit North America in late February/early March,
New York and New York City have registered more than 33,000
deaths from COVID –and while in recent weeks the number of deaths

in that state and city have dropped considerably and three other American
states have recorded many more cases than New York, that state’s death toll
is still double that of the next nearest state. 

Of those who have died in New York, anywhere from 20% to 40% were
in nursing homes.  According to a CBC report from August 11,  on March
25, the governor of New York, Andrew Cuomo, ordered New York hospi-
tals to send recovering COVID-19 patients from hospitals into nursing
homes, a move that many contend accelerated nursing home outbreaks and
deaths (although, to be fair to Cuomo, other state governors in the region
did the same thing with the same deadly results).

It wasn’t until six weeks later that Cuomo – under immense pressure –
reversed that order. Now the governor of New York is denying that he ever
gave that order and is blaming – who else - the Jews – specifically
Orthodox Jews – for being responsible for the spread of COVID in New
York City.

Writer Josh Hammer in an October 7 Newsweek posting, pointed out that
at a recent press conference, Cuomo “did not merely single out New
Rochelle, in Westchester County, as the first outbreak hotspot—he empha-
sized, for good measure, the “Orthodox Jewish” identity of the culprit”
with TV images of black hat-clad Hasidic Jews.

Hammer added that Cuomo’s press conference followed his flagging “20
hotspot ZIP codes”clustered around the New York City metropolitan area -
but with severe restrictions applied only in “eight specific Brooklyn- and
Queens-based ZIP codes, each of which are in predominantly Jewish areas
of Brooklyn and Queens.”

It would seem that the governor of New York is drawing a leaf from the
Middle Ages playbooks: Blame the Jews for Bubonic Plague and other
such crises – without at least the threat of mass expulsion or burning at the
stake.

And the mayor of New York City, the wildly unpopular Bill de Blasio, is
also following the same role model. De Blasio has several times specifi-
cally admonished the “Jews”, specifically the Hasidim, for violating
COVID shutdown rules and sicced the police on Jews gathering in parks
and playgrounds, also to break up - last April – a crowd of mourners at a
prominent rabbi’s funeral.

Not surprisingly, a large number of Hasidim took to the streets a couple
of weeks ago to protest restrictions on the celebration of Sukkot.  The
protests have been strongly condemned not only by the mayor and gov-
ernor, but the media and other non-Hasidic members of New York’s
Jewish community as well.

One definition of anti-Semitism is when rules and restrictions that are
applied to Jews are not equally applied to other groups.  Take these
recent demonstrations, for example.

The demonstrators reportedly burned some masks, started another fire
in the street and chased away a couple of policemen.  How many police
did they injure?  How many buildings did they burn down or otherwise
destroy? 

Answer: none.

Compare the reaction of same to Black Lives Matter and Antifa riots
that have been destroying major American cities – including New York
City – for months now.  Some of these same Jewish critics (e.g.,
Democratic Congressman Jerrold Nadler), media outlets (such as the
New York Times) and politicians not only haven’t condemned BLM and
Antifa for the billions of dollars worth of destruction they have caused,
in addition to loss of life but – in de Blasio’s case – have actually joined
the protests.

And, as Jonathan Tobin, the editor-in-chief of the Jewish News
Syndicate, observed in a recent posting, videos earlier this month
showed “a huge knot of Muslim men (in the New York suburb of
Flushing in Queens) packed closely together in circles, not wearing
masks or with masks down, chanting and furiously beating their chests
in memory of the martyrdom of Imam Hussein, Muhammed’s son-in-
law. The Shiite procession marches down Flushing’s Main Street, past
rows of Chinese stores without a police officer in sight. The media also
doesn’t stop by to document the event.

“It’s one of a number of Shiite mass gatherings in New York and New
Jersey,” he continues, “including more mourning events for Imam
Hussein on Manhattan’s  Park Avenue in August, where few of the par-
ticipants wear masks, and another in Kensington, Brooklyn around the
same time.

“Unlike the Orthodox Jewish prayers of the High Holy Days and the
Sukkot celebrations, these Shiite Muslim gatherings were not written up
by the New York Post, the New York Daily News, or the New York Times

as a public threat,” Tobin pointed out. “Governor Cuomo and Mayor Bill
de Blasio did not blame Muslims for the spread of the virus or declare a
crackdown that would close mosques.”

So, when it comes to Muslim religious observance or BLM protests,
these self-same critics of Hasidic families going to parks and playgrounds,
yeshiva and shul  - because it is “too dangerous” - have no worry at all
about the spread of COVID among large numbers of protesters and rioters.

Do the Mayor and Governor and others assume that if the cause is con-
sidered “good”, the rioters won’t pass on the virus? 

Tobin also noted the response of the media which “widely and wrongly
claimed that the outbreaks were only taking place in zip codes with large
Orthodox Jewish communities.

“This was false,” he states, “especially when it came to Queens.”
“There are plenty of mosques to be found in the targeted zip codes in

Brooklyn and Queens, in the red, the orange, and the yellow areas, on De
Blasio’s watchlist,” Tobin reports. “Some are quite large and in the red
zone, but Orthodox Jews made a good target. Muslims make a politically
incorrect one.

“There is no systemic racism in America. But there’s no question that
when you look at the very different treatment for Black Lives Matter ral-
lies, Shiite Muslim gatherings, and Orthodox Jewish events, that systemic
antisemitism is alive and well. Especially among New York Democrats.

“Systemic racism is a lie. Systemic antisemitism is real. Just ask
Cuomo,” Tobin writes.

Seen from that perspective, Tobin concludes, “the anger of the haredim
who have been resisting COVID restrictions can be understood, if not
excused, as a natural reaction to hypocritical policies and a troubling will-
ingness to
make the
easily identi-
f i a b l e
O r t h o d o x
Jewish com-
munity the
scapegoats
for the pan-
demic.”
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As we all know,
life takes many
twists and turns

and what seems
unlikely or even
impossible, can and
does happen. Surely
that might well
describe the life of

Clara Hirsch, born in Poland to parents, Markus
and Pesia Hirsz (the Polish spelling) who sur-
vived the Holocaust, and who later lived in
Vienna and arrived in Winnipeg in 1960. After a
few years her parents purchased a corner grocery
store in the north end of Winnipeg where they
worked from seven in the morning to eleven at
night for 362 days of the year closing only for
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The family
lived behind “the store.” Clara Hirsch can hon-
estly that her life story has allowed her to see “
all sides”  and that she appreciates the lessons
learned from every chapter along the journey.  

How did this all occur? It was an uncle, an Auschwitz survivor, who
sponsored the Hirsch family from Austria. As a nine-year-old, Clara
entered Talmud Torah in Grade 1, two years behind her grade level.  She
learned English quickly and made her way through the school system. Hard
work on the part of the parents and an emphasis on education motivated the
two children (Clara has a brother Abe Hirsz, a doctor in Toronto). Clara
graduated from the University of Manitoba in Fine Arts and then moved to
Toronto to get a degree in Education. She soon found employment at
Harbourfront in Toronto running a ceramic programme for the Toronto
School Boards. 

Life changed for Clara dramatically when she met her future husband to
be, former Winnipegger Jon Allen. They married in 1981, moved to
Ottawa, had their first child and Clara had her first ceramics exhibit. Jon
joined the then Department of External Affairs and they were posted to
Mexico City. Mexico proved very fruitful; a second son was born, Clara
had another exhibit, and she qualified to teach English As A Second
Language (ESL). They were soon back in Ottawa and after four years, Jon
Allen was sent to India. Clara became the head of the Art Department at the
International School in New Delhi. The Hirsch-Allens travelled throughput
the Indian subcontinent - a long way both  literally and metaphysically

from the north end of
Winnipeg. Yet it was
Clara’s upbringing
that made her appre-
ciate her situation all
the more. Back in
Ottawa, she reinvent-
ed herself again as a
consultant at the

Department of Foreign Affairs (the Department) working in
the area of Non- Governmental Organizations ( NGO) and
Human Rights. 

In Washington, D.C. - the next posting, Clara headed the
Art Department at an alternative school. The family returned
to Canada a few weeks prior to 9/11 and a few months later
Clara was hired by the department to provide support to those
Canadian families who had lost loved ones in the 9/11 cata-
strophe. With all of these moves, the Allen-Hirsch team may
as well have been professional athletes who are traded from
team to team. Clara was unfazed.  And in fact, on a second
posting to Washington in 2004, she became the head of an art
department at a private Jewish High School. And here, Clara
once again reinvented herself. She returned to her art work,
this time in painting. 

In 2006, Jon was appointed Canada’s Ambassador to Israel.
Clara continued to pursue her painting and exhibited in Tel
Aviv as well as Jerusalem. Her work explored her immigrant
past, a contrast to her life as the wife of an ambassador. Four
years in Israel allowed her to revive her Hebrew and establish

and lead an NGO to help Ethiopian students learn English as well as work
with an NGO that provided the basic needs of Holocaust survivors in Israel. 

During the Hirsch-Allen last posting - to Spain, Clara explored new
works in collaboration with her son Jake, who is a talented photographer.
She and Jake showed her work- a combination of Clara’s painted images
and Jake’s photos, at an exhibition in a gallery across from the Prado in
Madrid.  

A life filled with travel and new experiences is reflected in the paintings
of Clara Hirsch. But they also look back at the history of her parents and
the situations of the people that she encountered along the way.  The cata-
logue of one of her exhibits states “ Clara Hirsch’s family was only one of
many Jewish families that left Eastern Europe after the war; impoverished,
emotionally damaged and trying to pick up the pieces of shattered lives.
The ‘baggage’ these Holocaust survivors carried was figuratively and men-
tally laden with pain and worry,” and “ Hirsch’s paintings create a dialogue
between images from the past and her present reality. Her paintings are
empathetic and moving, constructed with a careful hand, and emerge from
a reservoir of gentle and conflicted emotions.”

Clara Hirsch, now back in Canada since 2016 and happy to be settled in
Toronto, reflected recently on her life. “I’ve been very fortunate - to be
born after the war, to have had a good marriage, two successful, healthy
sons, and a complicated work trajectory. My parents’ trauma, loss and the
persecution they endured has been a shadow over my life. but it has also
shaped my values and sense of justice.”  That sums it up as well as anyone
can say it. 

Post script: We received this email from Clara re the spelling of her sur-
name: “I changed the spelling of my name back to the original German ver-
sion-Hirsch

“Hence the spelling of my name differs from my parents and my brother,
Abe Hirsz (who kept the Polish spelling)”.

Clara Hirsch - a life well travelled
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Inside the Lubavitch Sukkahmobile, brought by Rabbi Baruch Heidingsfeld to various Shalom
Residences during Sukkot: In the picture at left is Roslyn Bubbis of Daffodil Street - just before
she climbed into the sukkah. At right are Oxford Street residents (l-r): Joshua Manishen,
Micah Kraut and Melanie Halprin. The other home visited by the Sukkahmobile was on
McAdam. Rabbi Yitzchok Charytan also participated on Daffodil.

By

GERRY POSNER

Lubavitch “Sukkah on Wheels” visits Shalom Residences

Clara Hirsch
The former Winnipegger is mar-

ried to Jon Allen, who was
Canadian Ambassador to Israel



On or around Sunday, November 15, 2020, 19 organizations will perform
acts of tikkun olam, gemilut chasadim and tzedakah. The Winnipeg Section
of the National Council of Jewish Women of Canada (NCJWC) coordinat-
ed Winnipeg’s first Mitzvah Day last year and 12 organizations participat-
ed. 

Mitzvah Day is a Jewish-led day of social action that brings communities
together to support others in a non-monetary way by giving time and in-
kind donations to make a difference. It originated in London, England in
2008 and spread to locations all over Europe, the US, Australia, South
Africa, Israel and Brazil. 

NCJWC is excited to announce that on October 23, the Manitoba Dental
Hygienist Association delivered 288 adult toothbrushes and 250 packs of
children’s toothbrushes with toothpaste to Mama Bear Clan! The other pro-
jects are focused on two themes: 

Providing essential items to non-profit organizations beyond the
Jewish Community 

- Temple Shalom is collecting non-perishable food items for JCFS.
- Shalom Residence is collecting non-perishable food items for
Winnipeg Harvest.
- Staff of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg are prepar-
ing snack packages for Agape
Table
- Rady Jewish Community
Centre is collecting socks, toques,
mittens and non-perishable food
for Winnipeg Harvest and Agape
Table.
- Jewish Child and Family
Services and Adas Yeshurun
Herzlia are donating socks to Main
Street Project.
- ORT is collecting toiletries
and make up for North End
Women’s Centre.
- Chesed Shel Emes is col-
lecting winter clothing, food and
hygiene items for North Point
Douglas Women’s Centre.
- Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg Women’s Philanthropy
is collecting hygiene items for a
women’s shelter to be determined. 
- Congregation Shaarey
Zedek is helping spread the word
for Koats for Kids.

Bringing joy to those who are
isolated, especially during the
pandemic
- Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba is making Chanukah

hampers for JCFS and Shabbat bags for Gwen Secter’s meal delivery pro-
gram.
- Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre will add some special items to
its regular meal delivery to seniors during the week of Mitzvah Day. 
B’nai Brith Camp is helping deliver the meals and care packages.
- Congregation Etz Chayim is making Chanukah-themed arts and
craft packages for Shalom Residence. The Simkin Centre and the Rady
Daycare are making cards and care packages for each other.
- The PJ Library Parent Advisory Committee is making care pack-
ages for patients at the Children’s Hospital.
- NCJWC, Winnipeg section is donating Welcome Packages to Alpha
House with a reverse silent auction.
- Gray Academy of Jewish Education is participating with a project
to be determined and 
Stay tuned…Chai is preparing a special surprise that will be revealed a few
days before Mitzvah Day!

Please contact NCJWC by telephone at 204-339-7291 or by email at
info@ncjwcwinnipeg.org to request more information. You can also find us
on facebook and get in touch with the individual organizations listed above
for details on their projects.
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Enjoy JLI’s fall course from the comfort of home
(Winnipeg, MB)—Beginning Tuesday, October 3rd at 7:30 pm, the

Jewish Learning Institute will be offering via Zoom a new six-session
course titled Secrets of the Bible: Iconic Stories, Mystical Meanings, and
Their Lessons for Life.

“Over the years, our JLI courses have grown in populari-
ty,” Rabbi Shmuly Altein, director of adult education and
community outreach, told The Jewish Post & News. “This is
not surprising, considering that we explore both ancient and
modern Torah texts in a way that makes them highly relevant
and useful to personal issues and to contemporary society.”

“Now that the pandemic is preventing so many individuals
from attending regular in-person Torah classes, we are offer-
ing all members of our community an opportunity to experi-
ence a JLI course from the comfort of their own living
room.”

The newest course, Secrets of the Bible, presents an entirely fresh way of
reading iconic biblical tales, discussing Adam and Eve with the Tree of
Knowledge, Noah and the Great Flood, the feud between Jacob and Esau,
Joseph and his multicolored coat, the Golden Calf, and Korach’s rebellion.

With each of these stories, Secrets of the Bible seeks to answer the follow-
ing questions: What is the deeper message behind the story? How does it
shape the Jewish worldview? What practical wisdom does it offer us today?

According to Rabbi Avrohom Altein, executive director of
Chabad-Lubavitch, “During these difficult times, now more
than ever, the teachings of the Torah and Chasidism are a life-
line for so many, helping them cope with the practical and
emotional turmoil caused by the pandemic. We hope that peo-
ple the world over take advantage of this opportunity to expe-
rience authentic, rigorous Torah study without the need to
leave their homes.”

Interested students may call 204-339-8737 or visit
JLI.ChabadWinnipeg.org for registration and for other course-
related information. Technical help is available for those
requiring assistance to log on or who have any other inquiries
about online learning.

All JLI programs are designed to appeal to people at all levels of knowl-
edge, including those without any prior experience or background in
Jewish learning. The course is open to the public, and attendees need not
be affiliated with a particular synagogue or temple.



Editor’s introduction: A few issues ago we ran
a story about Elliot Rodin. During the course of
one of our conversations Elliot remarked that
his years spent in AZA were among the most
important in his life. Elliot suggested that the
subject of AZA would be one that Gerry Posner
would be well suited to tackle. 

So, I decided to contact our nostalgia expert
and, although he semeed a little uncertain why
we would want him to write about AZA, I wrote
to him that he was the perfect choice to go back
to a time that would certainly raise memories
for many of our readers. And, ever the sport that
he is, Gerry agreed. I also asked Gerry whether
he might have any pictures from his own AZA
years, but he said that he didn’t.

Being the resourceful newshound that he is
though, Gerry was able to come up with the pic-
ture that you see on this page. Okay Gerry - now
how about taking on BBG next?

By GERRY POSNER
The pandemic has given me (and I suggest

way more people than me) time to reflect and
ruminate about matters of importance and less
so. To me, the past is important and I have spent
some time recalling events of my past and indeed of those of my era. I hear-
ken back to the days of BBYO and our teenage times. 

Let’s step back to 1958. My life and I suspect the lives of many of my
contemporaries were occupied pretty much by school, sports, and BBYO.
Some, of course, were involved in USY (United Synagogue Youth), others
had extra curricular activities, school related or not. There were a few, not
many, who had jobs he or who went to during the week or weekend either
regularly or not, but for the most part our lives were what might be con-
sidered very simple and narrow by today’s standards. My life was ruled by
AZA, the male section of BBYO. In those days, there were five viable

chapters: Winnipeg 38s (the 38th chapter in the
organization), Toppers, Eskimos (and no one
thought of changing the name then) Omegas and
Slotins. As I recall there were about the same
number of BBG (the female version for B’nai
Brith Brith Girls) chapters. They were: Delilahs,
Chalutzot, Gabriels, Bat Sheva, Israelis, and
Rachels. (I apologize if I’ve missed any others.)

For many of the readers who recall those times
in their lives, it was, shall I say, a much simpler
time. My life revolved around BBYO. In fact, I
was so immersed in it and I made so many phone
calls for the chapter, that the names of each of the
41 members in the chapter are ingrained in my
memory alphabetically. 

I am not sure if the fact that I recall these names
even now - over 60 years later is a plus or a
minus. But here are the 1958-59 members of
Toppers AZA in case you could not sleep last
night wondering just who these guys were: Bob
Akman, Larry Booke, Lloyd Cohen, Sam
Corman, Joe Diner, Bruce Druxerman, Brian
Fleishman, Sheldon Gilman, Martyn Glassman,
Bert Knazen, Martin Knelman, Jack Lazareck,
Larry Leonoff, Roger Lyons, Ted Lyons, Brian

Malinsky, David Matas, Alan Moss, Butch Nepon, Michael Nozick, Eric
Ostfield, Harvin Pitch, Arnold Popeski, Gerry Posner, David Rich, Elliot
Rodin, Arthur Ross, Ken Rubin, Laurie Rubin, Ron Rubin, David Secter,
Bob Segal, Paul Shuster, Lyle Silverman, Gary Smith, Ken Steiman, Neil
Stitz, Errol Tapper, Irv Tessler, David Winestock and David Wolch. Sad to
say that five of them - Corman, Fleishman, Knazen, Moss and Nepon have
passed on. Still, I would suggest if you could ask the remaining 36, you
would receive a uniform opinion about that time in their lives - and it would
be warm and favourable. Why is that and what was it about that period that
made it so that many of us would wish this kind of life style for our grand-
kids? 

To be sure, we did not have iPhones, iPads or computers. We had televi-
sion, but only one station. What we really had was time with friends and
the ability to roam reasonably free. We took the bus or biked anywhere we
had to go. Our parents did not worry about us and we could be outdoors
until the streetlights came on. We had what I would call a sense of freedom
that is absent today with so much structured activity. We did chat on the
phone a great deal, but then that telephone line was shared by everybody in
the family and so we had limits imposed on us. We bonded with friends;
AZA and BBG were an integral part of that bonding process. I recall that
in AZA we had the five-fold objectives of the organization, including reli-
gious, community service, fund-raising, social and athletic. The key was to
try to be involved at some point in the year in all of these aspects of the
organization. 

In that respect, I recall well on the weekend of October 24-26 of 1958,
we had the Toppers Convention weekend where we tried to complete all
five folds of AZA within the three days. We began with a religious service
at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue on Friday night, where we participated in
the service. Then, on Saturday in the AM, we had a Fund Raising activity
(not exactly kosher on the Shabbat and a more than a slight contradiction
of the night before at shul) where we sold doughnuts door to door. In fact,
one member, Elliot Rodin, sold 512 doughnuts that day (although there
were suggestions he recruited his brother and friends to do the heavy sell-
ing). 

On Saturday night we had a party at the home of Bob Akman, who lived
at 614 Waterloo Street. (Would that I could remember what I had for break-
fast yesterday.) I know we all were supposed to invite dates and I recall
whom I took to the party and would identify her but fear that if I did so, she
might be asked about it and she would have to admit she has no memory
of me or that night. On Sunday in the AM, we had a community service
programme, followed by a football game in the afternoon against another
AZA chapter. All that in one weekend. We were busy with friends and out
of our parents’ hair in useful activities. We were not looking down at a
device all day. You know the rest of this story. 

Toppers was good for me and not just me. We all benefited from that
more innocent time where we were learning about ourselves, the opposite
sex and the world around us. But we had the benefit of deep and lasting
friendships which occurred as a result of the time and place we were in and
at then. Many of those deep friendships formed at that time last to this day.
I say sadly that it is hard for me to project that kind of relationship for my
grandchildren - so occupied are they on their phones, computers and with
themselves. Perhaps you see it differently, but I always say I was privileged
to have grown up where and when I did, and Toppers 921 AZA was a cen-
tral part of that experience.

Remembering my AZA years as a Topper
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Please call Brandi to find out more
204.202.1863
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This jacket, owned by Dr. Irv Tessler, 
is now 62 years old! 


