
Sunday, Sept. 13, members and clergy from Congregation Shaarey Zedek were the first to kick off what will be a succession of shofar
blowing events the week of Sept. 13 - 20. With cars moving their way through Crescentwood, River Heights, Tuxedo, and Lindenwoods,
and with Shames (and shofar blower extraordinaire) Bill Weissman stopping at parks along the route, spectators were treated to the
sound of the shofar. The Rady JCC also had a shofar blowing event planned for Tuesday, Sept. 15, with the involvement of several other
Jewish organizations. Shofar blowing festivities will be capped off by the Chabad Lubavitch on Sunday, Sept. 20 - also in the form of a
parade. (For full details on the Chabad parade, turn to page 31.)
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Each summer for the past 10 years B’nai Brith, under
the leadership of Earl Barish, has been organizing
an “Afternoon with the Goldeyes” whereby over

1500 individuals who were either clients or volunteers
with a variety of social service agencies would be invited
to attend a Winnipeg Goldeyes baseball game. Before -
and during the game, all those in attendance would be
treated to a barbeque and snacks,  along with a bag con-
taining a variety of souvenir items.

This year, in lieu of “Afternoon with the Goldeyes”,
volunteers assembled bags for delivery to over 25 agen-
cies throughout the city. According to Adriana Glikman of
B’nai Brith, “We delivered to over 25 agencies around 25-
100 bags  for their clients. The packages included
Salisbury House foods: a nip and  chips, along with fresh
fruit, a  bottled drink,  treats and 3 BB souvenirs- a back-
pack, earphones and a hat.” Over 1300 packages were
delivered by the end of August.

Earl Barish adds that “every day in August there were
one or two or three charitable institutions that were
receiving lots of gifts.”

Some of the agencies were :
West Broadway Youth Outreach, Winnipeg, Child  And

Family Services, MacDonald Youth Services, Boys and
Girls Club of Winnipeg, Epic Opportunities, Dasch Inc,
Inclusion in Selkirk and Winnipeg,  Marymound, Siloam
Mission, Shalom Residencies Inc., Resource Assistance
for Youth, Eastman Special Olympics in Steinbach,
Pulford Community Active Living Centre, etc.

In 2015 a unique Winnipeg Jewish com-
munity response to the Yazidi genocide
was launched.    Operation Ezra has

gained national and even international
recognition for its work thanks to so many
in the Winnipeg Jewish and Christian
Communities.  The project
is extremely grateful to the many volunteers
and donors who have made the rescue and
resettlement effort for victims of a current
day genocide  successful. Many chal-
lenges have been faced and many problems
remain, but there is a definite commitment
on the part of our multi-faith project
and those behind it to continue helping our
Yazidi friends reunite with their loved ones
and successfully settle in their new home in
Winnipeg.

A successful farming  project
was launched three years ago in partnership
with Shelmardine Garden Center.   The
objective of the project is to both provide
food assistance and help with healing of the
trauma these refugees have
experienced.  This summer, the Yazidi
Healing Farm in St Francis Xavier has
engaged a total of 55 Yazidi refugees who
have been diligently working the fields.
Close to 20,000 lbs of  fruits and vegetables
are expected to be harvested over the course
of the farming season and distributed to 50
needy Yazidi families (over 350 individu-
als) with excess produce either sold at farm-

ers'  markets or donated to agencies in the
city helping feed those in need..

Financial donations are
still needed and are very much appreciated.
Contributions are  accepted through Jewish
Child and Family Service as well as the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. Please con-
tact either of these offices if you are able to
help even in a small way.

Some facts about our main milestones....
Operation Ezra is a multi faith Winnipeg

community wide project involving a total of
42 partners that include synagogues,
churches, social service agencies, schools
and businesses across Winnipeg.

Operation Ezra has privately sponsored to
Winnipeg a total of 11 families made up of
65 individuals.

Operation Ezra has assisted in the settle-
ment of 52 additional government spon-
sored  Yazidi families - approximately 350
individuals.

In the past five years the growing Yazidi
has also had many things to celebrate....

• 10 new babies have been born 
• 12 teenagers graduated high school
• 5 Yazidi newcomers have now enrolled

in post secondary studies in Winnipeg
We look forward to many more celebra-

tions in the future as we continue to do what
we can to help.

B’nai Brith delivers gift bags
to social service agencies 

throughout Winnipeg

Operation Ezra helps Yazidi refugees produce over
20,000 pounds of fruits and vegetables this summer

Sign outside the Yazidi Healing Farm
in St. Francis Xavier  Keith Levit photo

Yazidi refugees with tomatoes destined either
to be sold at farmers’ markets or distributed
to Yazidi refugee families    Keith Levit photo

Shana Tova!
If you can’t go to synagogue this year to hear the sound of the shofar, 

the synagogue will bring the shofar to you!

Included with this issue - the Chabad Lubavitch of Winnipeg art calendar
If you didnʼt receive a calendar, call our office at 204-694-3332
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High Holiday preparations

ZEHAVA, LARA & DAVID WISH YOU A

HEALTHY
& SWEET
NEW YEAR
NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM

WINNIPEG@JNF.CA
204.947.0207
JNFWINNIPEG.CA

Larry & Tova Vickar, 
CMDA Winnipeg 
Honorary Board 

MembersYOUR DONATION WILL HELP US MAINTAIN A STRONG AND HEALTHY ISRAEL

Shana Tova 5781
A very Healthy and Happy 
New Year to all our donors, 
families and friends  

WWW.CMDAI.ORGISRAEL CANNOT SURVIVE WITHOUT MAGEN DAVID ADOM 
MAGEN DAVID ADOMCANNOT SURVIVE WITHOUT YOU

WINNIPEG CHAPTER  
Ami Bakerman  
E: amibakerman@gmail.com 

To help families celebrate the high holidays at home,PJ
Library has created a free, everything-you-need resource

packed with rituals, recipes and fun activities

"High Holidays at Home: A PJ Library Family Guide" 
is available to download now at pjlibrary.org/highholidays

Each fall, Jews around the
world celebrate the High
Holidays: Rosh Hashanah

(Jewish New Year) and Yom Kippur
(Day of Atonement).  It's a time
when one can take a deep breath and
think about the ways to make our-
selves and the world a better place.
Traditionally, many families cele-
brate the holidays at synagogue and
with relatives and friends. This year,
to stay safe, many are staying home,
so PJ Library has created a free,
everything-you-need family guide
to help celebrate what may be many
family's first High Holidays spent
entirely at home.

The beautifully-illustrated High
Holidays at Home: A PJ Library Family Guide features new and familiar
rituals, hands-on activities such as shofar making and challah baking, con-
versation starters, "unpacking" of selected prayers (with tips on talking
with children about God), and family-friendly explanations -- all aimed at
making the ten days the High Holidays are celebrated meaningful, memo-
rable and fun for families, this year and in the future.

The PJ Library Family Guide is available for free download at pjli-
brary.org/highholidays.  It is also accompanied by an interactive online
companion that offers helpful how-to videos, music, and audio versions of
blessing and prayers.

Let's begin our new year together! Shanah tovah or Happy New Year!

About PJ Library
A free program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, PJ Library sends

engaging storybooks that provide fun and easy ways for families to con-
nect with Jewish life. PJ Library's high-quality books have become every-
day favorites of kids from birth through age 12, whether the stories serve
as first introductions to Jewish values and culture or inspire families to cre-
ate new Jewish traditions at home. To find out more, visit pjlibrary.org.

Rosh Hashanah dinner, Yom Kippur
break-fast, sukkah hops: 

How risky are these High Holiday 
activities during COVID-19? 

By SHIRA HANAU (JTA) –
When Passover arrived just a few
weeks after the pandemic set in ear-
lier this year, it was clear that
Seders with families and friends
would not be happening.

Five months later, as Jews across
the country prepare for the High
Holidays, calculating risk has
become much harder. The pandem-
ic seems under control in parts of
the country but is still raging in oth-
ers; some people are staying home
as much as possible while others
have practice going out safely; and
the costs of disruption and isolation
are beginning to feel more acute.

That means the questions surrounding how to observe the holidays have
murkier answers: Is it safe to do Rosh Hashanah dinner with the grandpar-
ents? What about our annual Yom Kippur break-fast with the neighbors?
Can we still go sukkah hopping?

We spoke to two epidemiologists who have been advising Jewish com-
munities during the pandemic about the risks involved in these classic High
Holiday traditions and more. Here’s what they told us.

In-person services
While most non-Orthodox synagogues are planning to hold services

exclusively over livestream, some synagogues, including many Orthodox
ones, are planning to gather for in-person services, often truncated or oth-
erwise adjusted to minimize disease risk.

Among the most important ways to keep
these services safe are maintaining distance
between people, requiring masks, screening

Risks are involved in getting
together with people outside of
your immediate bubble for a
Rosh Hashanah dinner.
Begin by keeping the gathering
outside, if possible, and guests
from different households far
apart.

Continued on page 8.
See “High Holidays”.



This week’s issue of The Jewish Post &
News is noteworthy for a number of rea-
sons: It is by far our biggest issue since our

New Year issue last September and, considering
all that has transpired in the world the past six
months, it is evidence of our continued resilience
as a newspaper.

I admit that several months ago - as you can no
doubt recall, I was not even sure that we would

be able to continue as a newspaper. With Jewish organizations either ceas-
ing operations - especially the Rady JCC, and with others drastically cur-
tailing their activities - most notably the synagogues, I was uncertain that
we would be able to continue to publish.

I’m glad to report that those initial fears have now been allayed, thanks
to a combination of the loyal support of readers, who have continued to
subscribe to what is now Canada’s largest Jewish newspaper (with the
demise of the Canadian Jewish News in Toronto), and the sometimes unex-
pected support we’ve received from some key advertisers. I would also be
remiss if I didn’t express my thanks to our Federal government whose
financial support has also been key to this paper’s continued survival.

At the same though, with the future being so uncertain on so many counts
- COVID-19 being the largest concern, we can’t forget about the ongoing
threat that climate change holds for the entire planet’s future, I think it’s not
an exaggeration to say that very few of us can remember a time when
gloom and doom was so omnipresent in so many of our lives.

Yet, as I write this I’m continuing to be impressed by the innovative
strategies that members of our community have been developing in
response to the COVID pandemic, whether it was the rapid response that
the Jewish Foundation rolled out last spring to provide financial assistance
to a myriad of both Jewish and non-Jewish organizations; the manner in
which both the Rady JCC and Camp Massad developed strategies for oper-
ating their camp programs; the detailed back-to-school plan that Gray
Academy developed over the entire summer which took into account prac-
tically every possible contingency; and finally, the manner with which our
synagogues took to online services for their members.

None of these strategies were unique to Winnipeg, but when I read of the
crippling effect that COVID has had on so many other North American
Jewish communities, I think I’m safe in saying that Winnipeg stands out in
the way both our organizations and individuals step up to help each other
out.

In saying that I want to give a particular shout-out to two organizations
here that have exceeded by far what one might have expected of them not
only in terms of how they have delivered services to their regular clients,
they have also reached out to so many other members of the community to
make sure that their needs were being taken care of: Jewish Child &
Family Service and the Gwen Secter Centre. 

Turning to this issue of the paper, traditionally the New Year edition
serves up a smorgasbord of different types of stories, many of which we
would not be able to publish in a regular edition simply for lack of room.
This particular issue is more like a magazine in style in the sense that most
of the content can be read weeks from now - and it won’t be out of date.

There are some fairly lengthy articles that are simply meant to be enjoyed
for how unusual they are to
be part of a Jewish newspa-
per, such as Martin Zeilig’s
account of his most recent
trip to Africa last fall. I had
told Martin that I would pub-
lish his story in a Lifestyles
issue, but alas, we don’t have
plans to resume publishing
Lifestyles until the economy
is back in full swing. But -
the first two times we pub-
lished Martin’s marvelously
descriptive account of his
2018 African safari trip in
our Lifestyles supplements
there was a tremendous
response from readers who
applauded Martin’s demon-
strated knowledge of so
many things flora and fauna
related.

Finally, I would be remiss
if I didn’t acknowledge how
rapidly the rapprochement
between Israel and much of
the Arab world is occurring -
and reluctant as I am to
admit it, the role that some-
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More than a missed opportunity
for Palestinians

The Arab League’s rejection of their rejectionism should have forced
them to rethink their strategy, rather than double down on it. Joe Biden
should take note.

(September 9, 2020 / JNS) If you had any
doubt that the era in which the Arab world would
continue to grant a veto over Middle East peace
to the Palestinians was over, this week’s drama
in Cairo put an end to it. In a meeting in the
Egyptian capital, the Arab League, an entity that
was founded in 1945 in order to help coordinate
the war on Zionism, has made it clear that it is
opting out of the Palestinian’s century-old battle

against the idea of a Jewish state. 
The Arab League’s rejection of Palestinian efforts to condemn the United

Arab Emirates’ decision to normalize relations with Israel is almost as
much of a milestone as the agreement that was pushed by the Trump
administration. The Palestinian Authority and their Hamas rivals raged
against the UAE’s decision as a “betrayal.” But the Arab states will no
longer be dragged into supporting such a pointless conflict. 

Predictably, the Palestinians are reacting to their defeat not by drawing
conclusions from events and rethinking their approach. Instead, they are
doubling down on rejectionism and damning their one-time allies. 

But they aren’t the only ones who should be assessing whether their ideas
have been rendered obsolete. Americans who have spent decades trying to
pressure Israel to enable a two-state solution that would end the conflict
should also recognize that the reaction to the normalization agreement
demonstrates that their assumptions about the Palestinians’ willingness to
make peace have also been finally demolished.

That means that the establishment figures who hope to return to the helm
of American foreign policy should former Vice President Joe Biden defeat
President Donald Trump in November would also be well-advised to
reconsider their plans to revive former President Barack Obama’s Middle
East policies. The spectacle that unfolded in Cairo isn’t just a reaffirmation
of Trump’s successful effort to bring Israel and the Sunni Arab states
together. It’s a wake-up call for those who haven’t yet recognized that the
boat has sailed on efforts to persuade the Palestinians to finally take “yes”
or an answer when it comes to peace.

The quest for a two-state solution was the centerpiece of U.S. diplomacy
for several administrations run by both Republicans and Democrats. Even
Trump, whose “Peace to Prosperity” proposal changed the emphasis of the
effort from pressure on Israel to an “outside-in” approach in which Arab
states would persuade/bribe the Palestinians to give up their war on the
Jewish state, had as its end goal two states.

The Palestinians rejected multiple offers of an independent state made by
past administrations and wouldn’t cooperate even with Obama’s efforts to
tilt the diplomatic playing field in their direction. So their refusal to work
with Trump’s foreign-policy team was unsurprising.

But the kleptocracy that runs the P.A. and its leader, Mahmoud Abbas,
were slow to realize the impact of Obama’s tilt towards Iran on Arab states
that were more afraid of Tehran’s aggressive Islamist regime than they ever
were of the Zionists. That led the Arab states to acknowledge that Israel
was a strategic ally in their effort to repel Iran’s quest for regional hege-
mony, as well as a lucrative trading partner. That realization led not just to
closer under-the-table ties between Israel and Saudi Arabia, but to Trump’s
successful effort to persuade the UAE to make the decision to normalize
relations with the Jewish state.

That led to this week’s Palestinian fiasco in which the same Arab League
that voted the “three no’s” in Khartoum following the 1967 Six-Day War—
no peace with Israel, no recognition of Israel and no negotiations with it—
made clear it no longer has any use for a Palestinian national movement
that is unable to make peace.

If the Palestinians were more interested in advancing their interests than
in reaffirming their ideological opposition to the legitimacy of a Jewish
state—no matter where its borders are drawn—they could have bargained
with Trump. They could have taken advantage of the offers of aid that Arab
states were prepared to make in order to subsidize peace efforts. That might
have given them a state, as well

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN

one whom I loathe in almost every respect, Donald Trump, has played in
effecting that very welcome change in attitude among Arab leaders.

To that end I am publishing here an opinion piece by the always percep-
tive Jonathan Tobin, editor of the Jewish News Service. Tobin, in his usual
insightful manner, offers a clear  analysis how the Palestinians are so clear-
ly on the wrong side of history. Yet, as someone who harbours a real sym-
pathy for the Palestinian situation,  I find that Tobin’s piece only goes to
show how awful the predicament is for a people whose leadership, whether
it be Abbas and his cronies or the Hamas terrorists, is being completely
bypassed by a new - and unexpected realism within the Arab world.

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

Continued on page 11. See “Tobin”.



Wednesday, September 16, 2020, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

Comment

During these difficult times, we wish the
New Year to be particularly good and sweet.

www.asperfoundation.com

Ed. note: The following email was received from an individual who read
my column titled “Fluid identity”, which was printed in our August 19
issue, also posted to our website:

At its best Bernie Bellan’s article “Kamala Harris and her fluid identity”
is merely cynical. At its worst it is highly offensive. Mr. Bellan writes:
“Are you as cynical as I am and wonder whether, especially in the cases of
Obama and Harris, both their decisions to identify as Black - when they
could have identified as something else, were strongly influenced by the
thought that it would be far more useful to be thought of as Black if they
were to enter into politics?” Upon graduating from high school Harris
opted to attend Howard University which is a historically African
American university. Was this decision made for cynical political purpos-
es or was it because an intelligent 18 year old identified with her father’s
heritage, culture, and history? Obama has written and spoken often of the
two sides of his upbringing. He once said, “ I never wanted to be somebody
who looked like I was avoiding who I saw in the mirror.” Again, cynical
political purpose or thoughtful recognition and pride?

Does Mr. Bellan honestly think Obama and Harris “could have identi-
fied as something else”?  We can pretend the world is colour blind but that
would be disingenuous – particularly in Trump’s America.

The novelist Bernard Malamud wrote that “if you ever forget you’re a
Jew a gentile will remind you.” I would suggest that this applies to any
minority. We can pretend to be something we are not or we can embrace
who we are with pride and dignity. This is what President Obama and
Senator Harris have done.

Ken Chapman
Toronto
I responded: “Both of them grew up in non-Black households. If they had

grown up in Black households I would be more open to accepting your
argument. I don't think it's particularly unusual to identify with one partic-
ular aspect of one's heritage over another.” 

Not long after we received Mr. Chapman’s email the following story
appeared in our JTA news feed. It seems to be particularly relevant to the
discussion of identity and how one can choose one’s identity:

Jessica Krug, the professor who faked an
Afro-Latina identity, went to Jewish day

school in Kansas City

September 4, 2020  (JTA) (JTA) — The George Washington University
African history professor who revealed that she had fabricated an Afro-
Latina identity grew up attending Jewish day school and a Conservative
synagogue outside of Kansas City.

In her Medium post Thursday announcing her decades-long deception,
Jessica Krug said she had “eschewed my lived experience as a white
Jewish child in suburban Kansas City under various assumed identities
within a Blackness that I had no right to claim: first North African
Blackness, then US rooted Blackness, then Caribbean rooted Bronx
Blackness.”

She added, “You should absolutely cancel me, and I absolutely cancel
myself.”

Krug attended Hyman Brand Hebrew Academy, a nondenominational
Jewish school, at least through middle school, and her family belonged to
Congregation Ohev Sholom in suburban Prairie Village, a person who
grew up in the community at that time told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

Her father had been a member of a local Orthodox synagogue before
moving to Las Vegas, where he died in 2017, according to a death notice
that lists Jessica Krug as his daughter.

In June, Krug delivered testimony virtually in a New York City Council
meeting in which she criticized the New York Police Department as being
trained by the Israeli army. Police officers from across the United States
have received training in Israel, in an arrangement frequently criticized by
pro-Palestinian activists. Organizers of the trainings maintain that they are
leadership seminars that do not encourage police brutality or teach physi-
cal, on-the-ground tactics.

Krug’s story has captivated widespread interest, with many likening her
to Rachel Dolezal, the white Washington State woman who was revealed
in 2015 to have adopted a Black identity.

Jessica Krug, seen here testifying in a June New York City Council hear-
ing, announced that she had adopted an Afro-Latina identity despite
growing up in a white Jewish family. (Screen shot)



It must have been quite a sight
– a bagpiper playing the pipes
on a street in Tel Aviv. 

The unique event happened
one fine day in 2018.
Winnipeggers Kevin and
Henriette Ivanans-McIntyre
were in Israel to celebrate the
bat-mitzvah of a cousin of hers.

“I brought my pipes with me,”
recalls Kevin McIntyre.  “I wanted to surprise the family.
I stepped outside to tune up.  That created quite a stir. Very
quickly, a large crowd gathered.  I’m sure most had never
heard the pipes before.”

My own introduction to Kevin McIntyre came about in
a roundabout way.  A couple of weeks ago, while reading
the obituaries in the Free Press, I came across the write-
up on the late Dr. Jerry Litman.  What caught my eye is
that he played the bagpipes. 

I thought at the time that he would have made for an
interesting interview.  I happened to mention this the next
day to a friend at my synagogue who mentioned that Kevin McIntyre, a

member of Congregation Etz Chayim, also was a
piper.

A couple of days later, I was participating with my
younger daughter at a behind the scenes event at
Rainbow Stage.  I noticed a framed painting on the
wall and asked who the man in the painting is.

The answer: Kevin McIntyre.
The message for me was that I had to interview

said Kevin McIntyre.
Now I – and I am sure – some readers are familiar

with McIntyre mainly through his stage work.  He
has a long history of appearances in musical theatre
in our community.  The painting, for example, was
from his performance in “Strike!” last year. 

Others may remember him for his role in the
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre’s 2015 production of the
musical revue, “Stars of David, artistic director Ari
Wainberg’s inaugural production.  

McIntyre is – as I learned – a man of many parts –
performer, professional photographer, bagpiper and
serious student of Judaism.

Born and raised in East Kildonan, the son of parents of Scottish origin,
he both began playing the pipes as well as treading the boards early in life.
For the former, he notes, while his sister took up highland dancing, he
became a piper.

As to the latter, he says: “I started in show business at Rainbow Stage in
1988 when I was still a teenager.  During a production in 1991, there was
a director in the audience visiting from New York. He offered me a role in
a touring production of Les Mis”.”

Thus, at 19, McIntyre was off to Toronto.  He followed up “Les Mis’ with
a role in a touring production of “Miss Saigon” starring fellow
Winnipegger Ma-Anne Dionisio.

While in Toronto, he met his wife-to-be, Henriette, who was also an actor
– in film and television – and he became interested in Judaism.

“We had a lot of Jewish friends in Toronto and, as it happens, my wife
has an aunt (originally from Latvia) who trained as a doctor in England and
later moved to Israel where she married an Israeli.  The more I learned
about Judaism, the more interested I became.

“I instantly saw in Judaism everything I believed in terms of spirituality.
It felt right.”

While his parents are actively involved in their church, he reports that
they were fully supportive of his decision to become Jewish.  (Henriette
also converted a couple of years ago.)

In 1996, Kevin and Henriette moved to Los Angeles.  While she contin-
ued to pursue acting opportunities, he stepped back from performing and
reinvented himself as portrait photographer (other than occasionally return-
ing to Winnipeg for performances on stage).

“I did a lot of head shots for actors who later won Oscars,” he recounts.

While in L.A., he continued his study of Judaism – including enrolling in
an Introduction to Judaism class at the American Jewish University in Los
Angeles.  He also began attending services regularly at a synagogue in the
community.

And, last summer, we spent three weeks in Israel studying at the
Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem.

Also, while in L.A., he joined a well-established Scottish piper band
which competes regularly at the World Piping Championships in Glasgow.
“We were ranked 11th in the world at one time,” he says with pride of his
band of pipers.

Wherever he is, McIntyre makes it a point to attend Shabbat services. In
Glasgow, he recounts, he found his way to the historic and Orthodox
Garnet Hill Synagogue.  The first time that he went there he declined an
aliyah because he was unsure how the congregation would welcome some-
one  whose conversion was through the Conservative movement. The sec-
ond time, the congregation insisted on his taking an aliyah no matter who
oversaw his conversion.      

“The people at the Garnet Hill Synagogue were really great,” he says.  “I
am looking forward to going back again.”

Kevin and Henriette moved back to Winnipeg to stay in May of 2019 –
although, up until the COVID lockdowns went into effect, he was still com-
muting regularly to L.A. for photo shoots.

McIntyre is disappointed  that the productions in which he was scheduled
to be appearing have either been cancelled or postponed. He reports that he
has been able to do some photography here while Henriette’s book, “In
Pillness and in Health: A Memoir”,  has been selling well. 

(Henriette and Kevin talked about the book at Limmud in 2019. “In
Pillness and in Health: A Memoir” is an account of Henriette’s recovery
from a kidney transplant for which Kevin was the donor.)

In the meantime, McIntyre is looking forward to Yom Tov services.  “I
have known Tracey (Cantor Tracey Kasner) for years,” he says.  “We grew
up singing together. She is great.

“I sang in the choir last year and I have pre-recorded my haftorah for
Yom Kippur.”
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Kevin McIntyre melds Scottish heritage, Jewish faith

By

MYRON LOVE

KEVIN MCINTYRE
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Ari Weinberg



for illness or exposure to the virus
and ensuring proper air flow.

Eili Klein, a professor of emer-
gency medicine at Johns Hopkins

Medical School in Baltimore, said he won’t be attending in-person services
this year. But for those who are, he said, outdoors is better.

Klein cautioned that large tents erected by some synagogues to allow out-
door services might
carry similar risks to
being indoors. You
want to be sure you’re
not gathering in a
place where the air
flow might not be
very good, he said,
and the center of a
large tent can easily be
one.

“This gets into fluid
dynamics and all these
things where, if you’re
getting to that level,
you’re probably get-
ting to a place where
that’s not a good
idea,” Klein said.

Rabbi Dr. Aaron
Glatt, the chief of
infectious diseases
and hospital epidemi-
ologist at Mount Sinai
South Nassau on Long
Island and an assistant
rabbi at the Young
Israel of Woodmere, a
large Orthodox syna-
gogue in Long
Island’s Nassau
County, said he would
feel comfortable pray-

ing at an indoor or outdoor minyan “if they’re done properly.”
How can an indoor service be done properly?
For Glatt, that means screening participants for illness or exposure to the

virus, maintaining at least 6 feet of distance between people and keeping
masks on while indoors.

And it’s not just about keeping to the guidelines while the services are
taking place, he said. The safety of the in-person services depends on peo-
ple adhering to safety guidelines in their lives outside of synagogue as well.

“If you wish to be in public places like a minyan then you have to take
the guidelines seriously, which means you’re masking and social distanc-
ing as best as possible at all times,” Glatt said.

Outdoor shofar blowing
Hearing the shofar blown on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is consid-

ered a sacred commandment, so some synagogues are offering standalone
shofar-blowing services outdoors to accommodate those who do not feel
comfortable attending services in person.

Both Klein and Glatt agreed that a short, outdoor shofar-blowing service
would be relatively safe. But keeping people distanced and wearing masks
is key.

Some have suggested covering shofars with masks to prevent the virus
from being dispersed when they are blown. Glatt has suggested that having
someone blow the shofar who has already recovered from COVID-19
would be ideal, but he said the actual blowing of the shofar is unlikely to
be a major risk.

“Do it in the street, do it outside, have a set number of people showing
up so you don’t have more people than you expect,” he said.

Klein believes that outdoor situations with proper social distancing and
participants largely wearing masks would be a “fairly safe environment,”
even with a somewhat large gathering.

“The problem becomes, in any of these situations, if you have people vio-
lating those things, then that puts everyone at risk,” he said.

Rosh Hashanah dinner with grandparents
Risks are involved in getting together with people outside of your imme-

diate bubble, according to Klein and Glatt. But there are ways to gather in
small groups safely, beginning by keeping the gathering outside and guests
from different households far apart.

“Outdoors is better than indoors,” Klein said. “That reduces the risks dra-
matically.”

Both Klein and Glatt said the main problem with big meals is the gather-
ing of people, not the sharing of food.

“There’s been a lot of evidence that this does not seem to be spread by
food,” Klein said, meaning that giving gifts of food could be a way to cel-
ebrate the holiday without gathering in groups.

Glatt said he would have one family, not a lot of different people.
“Assuming the parties are all responsible, an outdoor meal is doable,” he

said.
Still, if you live in a part of the country where the virus is still largely

uncontrolled or if someone you’ve invited may have been exposed to the
virus, it’s best for everyone to stay home. And people who may be partic-
ularly vulnerable to the disease, including the elderly and those with other
medical conditions, may want to avoid any risk at all.

Fasting on Yom Kippur — and breaking the fast
There’s no reason to avoid fasting on Yom Kippur during a pandemic if

you are otherwise able to do so, Glatt said. But the calculation would be
different for someone who has the virus, as it is for anyone with special
medical conditions.

“There’s no evidence that if somebody doesn’t have COVID that fasting
is a problem,” he said. “If somebody does have COVID, they should dis-
cuss with their doctor.”

When it comes to sharing a Yom Kippur break-fast with friends or neigh-
bors, the same guidance would apply as to a Rosh Hashanah dinner:
Outdoors is better than indoors, distancing should be in place and the
groups of people who do not live together should be kept to a minimum.

This may be more challenging at break-fast, which often features buffet
setups. The danger in a buffet is less likely to be sharing utensils —
although offering hand sanitizer probably isn’t a bad idea — but in the way
diners are encouraged to congregate near each other. If you’re hosting, you
probably want to think about how your guests will get their food.

Sukkah hopping
For some communities, sukkah hopping, in which people (often kids or

families) visit several sukkahs and eat something in each one, is a classic
Sukkot holiday ritual.

Sukkahs would seem to be perfectly designed for the pandemic because
they are not enclosed. Still, because many sukkahs are small in size and
sukkah hopping often involves many people, Klein and Glatt said the activ-
ity would need to be seriously modified to be safe.

“Any activity which has mixing with a large group of people either seri-
ally or in a big group is not a safe activity,” Klein said.

Klein suggested keeping the time spent inside the sukkahs to a minimum
so people aren’t crowded in small spaces for prolonged periods of time. If
that can’t be done, sukkah hopping should be avoided.

“It’s not something that it’s going to be terrible if we don’t have the chil-
dren go to a sukkah hop,” Glatt said. “It’s a fun thing, but sometimes we
don’t do fun things because pikuach nefashos [saving a life].”
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High Holidays
(Continued from page 3.)



In his letter to the editor in the August 18 issue of the
Jewish Post and News, David Weller has misrepresented
the background, content, and purpose of the IHRA’s

(International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance) definition
of antisemitism. (Ed. note: David Weller wrote that “The
IRHA seeks to criminalize criticism of Israel.”)

I have been a member of the federally appointed (under
the auspices of Canadian Heritage and Global Affairs)
Canadian delegation to the IHRA since 2013. I am a mem-
ber of the Academic Working Group as well as the
Committee on Antisemitism and Holocaust Denial, the lat-
ter which elaborated the definition, adopted by all member
countries by consensus in 2016 in Bucharest. The definition
was adopted by our federal government in June of 2019. 

The definition builds on earlier work done by the EU
Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA), which later determined
it would not provide a definition of any form of prejudice or intolerance,
including antisemitism; rather that it should be left to the individual victim
group to describe.  Mark Weitzman, a member of the American delegation,
long time member, and former Chair of the Committee on Antisemitism
and Holocaust Denial, was a primary contributor to the elaboration of the
definition from its earliest history.

To quote directly from the IHRA: “The IHRA is the only intergovern-
mental organization mandated to focus solely on Holocaust-related issues,
so with evidence that the scourge of antisemitism is once again on the rise,
we resolved to take a leading role in combatting it. IHRA experts deter-
mined that in order to begin to address the problem of antisemitism, there
must be clarity about what antisemitism is.

The IHRA’s Committee on Antisemitism and Holocaust Denial worked
to build international consensus around a working definition of anti-
semitism, which was subsequently adopted by the plenary. By doing so, the
IHRA set an example of responsible conduct for other international fora
and provided an important tool with practical applicability for its Member
Countries. This is just one illustration of how the IHRA has equipped pol-
icymakers to address this rise in hate and discrimination at their national
level.”

The definition is not legally binding. Its purpose is to serve as a very use-
ful tool with practical applicability. Weller’s assertion that the IHRA defi-
nition “seeks to criminalize criticism of Israel and of Zionism” is patently
false and frankly absurd. The definition clearly states, “criticism of Israel
similar to that leveled against any other country cannot be regarded as anti-
semitic.” While I am certainly not a proponent of BDS, the definition nei-
ther mentions it nor describes it. Israel is but one member of the IHRA, a
Berlin based intergovernmental organization founded in 1998, Israel has no
more “weight” than any other of the 34 member countries. 

I have no idea where Weller got the idea that the definition “was born of
a challenge to Israel’s reputation.” He further claims the definition “tries to
ban or criminalize support of Palestinian rights.” I am sure Weller has read
the definition. Again, there is absolutely nothing in the definition that nei-
ther states nor suggests anything of the kind. This is a falsehood - one
among many – that is advanced by Independent Jewish Voices in an effort
to convince municipalities and organizations not to adopt the legally non-
binding definition and using the same kind of misrepresentations Weller
has included in his letter. It has also attempted to convince the federal gov-
ernment (pre-2019) not to adopt the definition and (post-2019) to reverse
their decision. I can assure Mr. Weller that our federal government stands
firmly behind the definition.

Unfortunately, I must add that in addition to Independent Jewish Voices
and groups like it, groups on the other side of
the issue have also misrepresented the defini-
tion. Some pretend that the definition speaks to
BDS. It does not. Of course, there are
instances when BDS supporters have crossed
the line to antisemitism, suggesting that the
right to self-determination does not extend to
Jews. Others have wrongly defined the defini-
tion by the introductory paragraph in the box,
and have wrongly claimed that the latter is
separate from the examples – that countries are
able to choose to adopt the definition without
the examples. This is absolutely false. The def-
inition must be adopted holus bolus along with
the examples, something which has been
repeated over and over again by the IHRA. I
continue to be astonished how individuals and
groups present their own distorted versions as
fact. This can only be described as “fake
news.” They present nothing at all to substan-
tiate their accusations and yet, far too many
people believe their version of reality is accu-
rate.

I certainly support rights for Palestinians and

I still hope for and believe in the necessity and need for a two-
state solution. I can assure Weller that of the many IHRA  col-
leagues I have gotten to know, I do not know of even one
(Israeli or other) who does not support human rights for
Palestinians and yes, I have discussed the issue with them.
Weller and your readers may also be surprised that the docu-
ment “Islamophobia Defined”, elaborated by the All Party
Parliamentary Group on British Muslims, clearly states its
inspiration from the IHRA definition on antisemitism: 

“We found the IHRA explanatory notes and examples both
helpful and informative and it inspired much of the thinking of
Parliamentarians engaged in this process of proposing a work-
ing definition of Islamophobia. The explanatory notes provid-
ed under the IHRA definition of antisemitism could, in all fair-
ness, be adopted in their entirety to Islamophobia.”

It might also surprise Weller and your readers that the fol-
lowing municipalities have adopted the IHRA definition: Westmount, Cote
Saint-Luc, Hampstead, and the York Regional Council (which represents
the municipalities of Aurora, East Gwillimbury, Georgina, King,
Newmarket, Markham, Richmond Hill, Vaughan and Whitchurch-
Stouffville. At the
provincial level,
there is a private
members’ bill that
has passed second
reading in Ontario’s
Parliament and has
not gone to commit-
tee. The Canadian
Race Relations
Foundation refer-
ences the IHRA def-
inition in its
Glossary of Terms.
And finally, in
November of 2018,
the University
Student Council of
Western University
adopted the defini-
tion “within its
C o m m u n i t y
Standards Policy as
a means of address-
ing and combating
anti-Jewish hate.”

Belle Jarniewski
Member of
Canada’s Delegation
to the IHRA
Executive Director
of the Jewish
Heritage Centre of
Western Canada

A response to David Weller’s letter in which he wrote that the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance definition of antisemitism “seeks to criminalize criticism of Israel”
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“Armies of ENABLERS: Survivor Stories of
Complicity and Betrayal in Sexual Assaults”
By Amos N. Guiora, American Bar Association 
237 pg. $24.95 USD

Review/Interview By MARTIN ZEILIG       

In his new book, Amos N. Guiora focuses on, as
he writes, “the powerful men who have abused
positions of trust to commit sexual abuse against

hundreds of survivors have dominated headlines in
recent years.”

It’s a searing and moving indictment.
From dozens of gymnasts who testified against

former USA Gymnastics physician Larry
Nassar, to the thousands of women and men who
shared their encounters with sexual misconduct
when the #MeToo movement broke in 2017,
“the United States continues to reckon with how
—and why —these types of assaults happen,”
says the author. “Unless we act —each of us—
the endless parade of survivors assaulted by a
predator protected by an enabler will continue.”

This is a book that should be required reading
in all law schools, legislatures, and law enforce-
ment agencies. The general public will also ben-
efit from Professor’s Guiora’s book.

Amos N. Guiora is Professor of Law at the S.J.
Quinney College of Law, the University of
Utah. He is actively involved in bystander legis-
lation efforts in Utah and other states around the
country.                                                            

Professor Guiora has an AB in history from
Kenyon College, a JD from Case Western
Reserve University School of Law, and a PhD
from Leiden University. He has published
extensively in both the United States and Europe
on issues related to national security, limits of
interrogation, religion and terrorism, the limits
of power, multiculturalism, and human rights.

His books include “Populism and Islamism:
The Challenges to International law” (2019);
“Earl Warren, Ernesto Miranda and Terrorism”
(2018); “The Crime of Complicity: The
Bystander in the Holocaust” (2017); and
“Tolerating Intolerance: The Price of Protecting
Extremism” (2014).

Professor Guiora is a Distinguished Fellow at
The Consortium for the Research and Study of
Holocaust and the Law (CRSHL), Chicago-Ken
College of Law.

Prof. Guiora consented to an email interview
with The Jewish Post & News.

JP&N: Why did you decide to write this
book?

ANG: At my publisher’s suggestion, I decided
to write a sequel to “The Crime of Complicity:
The Bystander in the Holocaust”. After a Skype
conversation with one of the survivors, I real-
ized that the focus on this book would be the
enablers (distinct from bystanders) who knew or
should have known about the sexual assaults
“on their watch”, but made the decision to pro-
tect the institution rather than the person in peril.
It became very important for me to bring the sur-
vivors’ voices to the public in the context of the
one question I asked them: “What were your
expectations of the enabler”? The title of the
book “Armies of Enablers” was not randomly
chosen; rather it was at the insistence of some of
the survivors who repeatedly made the argument
that they confronted “armies” rather than an
“army.” That is a critical point the public must
understand.

We did not focus on the actions of the preda-
tor but rather on the survivor-enabler relation-
ship. I was humbled-honored by the survivors
who trusted me with their stories; in return, I
made them two promises: that I would seek as
many forums-venues-opportunities to speak on
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Israeli-American law professor Amos Guiora probes complicity of “enablers” in sexual assault cases
their behalves and to be as involved as possible
in whatever way to ensure this does not happen
again.

JP&N: How long did it take to research and
write?

ANG: The project was “born” at a dinner with
my publisher in May 2018. I started mapping out
the book that summer, met with what became my
team (present students, former students, friends,
colleagues)in the  fall of 2018 with no clear
vision-articulation of what the book would be. I
wrote drafts but nothing really “clicked.” In
March 2019, I Skyped with a survivor (we were
introduced by a colleague) who made the critical
point about enablers rather than bystanders.
THAT was the critical moment. In May and June,
2019 (through a lawyer who represents some of
the survivors) I flew to Lansing, Michigan and
Irvine, California to interview some of the sur-
vivors and was simultaneously introduced to
another attorney who represented other sur-
vivors. I spent the summer/fall 2019 interview-
ing survivors while writing the manuscript and
submitted it Feb/March 2020.

JP&N: What sort of legislation would you like
to see enacted to deal with enablers?

ANG: Akin to my active involvement with leg-
islators, particularly Utah State Rep Brian King,
and others regarding criminalizing the bystander,
I look forward to engaging with legislators and
others regarding criminalizing enablers.

JP&N: Are there also enablers in the numerous
cases of those other men from other areas of soci-
ety accused of egregious sexual misconduct over
the past few years?

ANG: If we consider, for instance, Weinstein
and Epstein (as but examples), it is clear that
both were enabled by enablers. The horrors visit-
ed upon those survived their relentless attacks
could not have happened absent enablers who
enable the predator to act with full confidence
and impunity.

JP&N: What else would you like to share with
our readers?

ANG: The public MUST listen to the sur-
vivors’ voices……THAT is the only way to
understand the consequences of the actions of the
enabler. I call upon your readers to join me in
taking the fight to the enablers in order to defeat
their armies. This must be a concerted, dedicated,
and determined effort……otherwise the perpe-
trator will continue to attack, unimpeded, thanks
to the protection received from the enabler. The
effort must focus on both criminalizing the
enabler and engaging in an educational campaign
to teach about the enabler.

Prof. AMOS N. GUIORA

Norway police arrest suspect in 1982
bombing of Jewish restaurant in Paris

that killed 6
Sept. 9, 2020 (JTA) — Police in Norway have

arrested a man living there who is a suspect in the
1982 bombing of a Jewish-owned restaurant in
Paris that killed six.

The attack on the Chez Jo Goldenberg restau-
rant in the heavily Jewish Marais district also left
22 wounded. The restaurant closed in 2006.

Norwegian police did not disclose the identity
of the suspect arrested Wednesday, according to
the French newspaper Le Figaro, but Walid
Abdulrahman Abu Zayed has lived in a small
town south of Oslo since 1991. Abu Zayed is
believed to have been a part of the Palestinian ter-
ror cell associated with the Abu Nidal organiza-
tion that carried out the attack.

Police told the French news agency AFP that
they were studying an extradition request from
France for the suspect.

Five attackers threw a grenade into the restau-
rant in August 1982 before opening fire on some
30 diners and passersby.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

 

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of
Yiddish column

The new Yiddish school year opened with an
amazing student turnout: 11 students signed up
for Yiddish and 19 for Yiddish literature in
North America. I would like to thank Bernie
Bellan, Roz Usiskin, Dr. Haskel Greenfield, and
others who helped me achieve  a record in
enrollment  for these courses. In these lonely
days of pandemic, it is Yiddish that can bring
some virtual happiness into our lives. A gut zis
gebentsht yiddish yor!

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays

1:30 - 2:30 PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on
the AM dial or online at ckjs.com 

Shana Tova to all of our listeners and sponsors.
Listen to Gerry Posner on September 20th and

Regine Frankel on September 27th.
Both weeks, the Yiddish portion, hosted by

Rochelle Zucker will feature music for the holi-
days.  

You can listen to past presentations on our pod-
cast website:

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishra-
diohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHour

Winnipeg/

as chance at a
prosperous future.

But they were no
more interested in

peace in 2020 than they were in 2000, 2001 and
2008, when they rejected even more generous
offers, or in any of the opportunities for peace they
passed up over the years. Israeli statesman Abba
Eban’s quip that the Palestinians “never miss an
opportunity to miss an opportunity” has never been
more relevant. The only difference between now
and 1973 when Eban first spoke those words is that
it is now Arab states that are saying it, not Israelis.

The Palestinians think they still have some allies.
The European Union may be irrelevant to Middle
East security issues, yet it can still help subsidize
the corruption in Ramallah. And Palestinians can
always turn to Iran and perhaps to Qatar, which has
helped bankroll Hamas in the Gaza Strip. But a drift
towards the radicals will only further damage a
cause that most of the Arab world now recognizes
is hopelessly out of touch with reality and moderni-
ty.

The question now is whether the U.S. presidential
election will lead to a return to policies that have
long enabled Palestinian rejectionism. There’s little
doubt that Biden’s foreign-policy team would be
staffed by those who cling to the myth that
Palestinians want a state alongside Israel, rather
than one instead of it.

Yet even the most dedicated believers in pressure
on Israel to make suicidal concessions must now
recognize that the Palestinians are incapable of
making peace. Palestinian national identity is still
inextricably tied to a futile war on Zionism in
which they must concede defeat.

It remains to be seen if Democrats are as stuck in
the past as the Palestinians. If American voters give
them the chance, will they be so blinded by hatred
of Trump that they will try to wreck the progress
that he has achieved? If so, Arabs and Israelis, as
well as the Palestinians who know their leaders are
failing them, will be the ones to pay the price of
such folly.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS—
Jewish News Syndicate. Follow him on Twitter at:
@jonathans_tobin.

Tobin 
(Continued from page 4.)



“The S.S. Officer’s Armchair –
Uncovering the Hidden Life of a Nazi”
By Daniel Lee
Hachette Books, New York
Published 2020
Available on Amazon 

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

In 2011 a British historian by the name of
Daniel Lee had just completed his PhD in
history “that examined the experiences of

Jews in Vichy France.”
Lee is Jewish – and, as he explains during

the course of his fascinating new book, “The
S.S. Officer’s Armchair”, his family, origi-
nally from Poland, lost several relatives dur-
ing the Holocaust.

But, simply by accident, in 2011 he was
introduced to a young woman at a dinner
party he was hosting in Florence, which was
where he was living at the time. That chance
encounter led to Lee’s going down a rabbit
hole that took him all over Europe – and to
the Unites\d States as well, in search of answers
to a mystery that was unveiled to him at that
party.

What happened is the young woman, who had
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“The S.S. Officer’s Armchair” opens up an 
almost totally unknown aspect of  Nazi history

The armchair that contained the hidden documents of SS
Officer Robert Griesinger and which were only discovered in
2011

Robert Griesinger in his
Wehrmacht uniform

heard that Lee was a historian of the Second
World War, asked him whether he might be
interested in examining some documents that her
mother, who was living in Amsterdam, had dis-
covered had been hidden in the cushion of an
armchair that she had owned for years – ever
since she herself was a young student in Prague.

The documents evidently belonged to some-
one by the name of Robert Griesinger who, as
evidenced by all the swastikas imprinted on the
documents, must have been some sort of a func-
tionary in the Nazi regime.

Naturally, Lee was fascinated by the story he
heard. He proceeded to Amsterdam to interview
the woman’s mother and to examine the docu-
ments for himself. That initial journey led to
Lee’s dogged pursuit of one clue after another as
to the background of Robert Griesinger – and the
eventual discovery that Griesinger was a mem-
ber of the SS (also the Gestapo), who was very
likely involved in atrocities during the war.

But, what set Griesinger apart from other
Nazis whose crimes have been the subjects of
lengthy investigations, however, was that he was
not at all a notable member of any of the organi-
zations to which he belonged. He was actually a
lawyer by training, but as Lee shows, he wasn’t
a particularly good one; in fact, his entire life can 
be said to be noteworthy not because of anything
exceptional he did, rather because his achieve-
ments can be described fairly as having been so
mediocre.

What compelled Lee to spend years tracing the
life of such an unimportant figure? As he
explains early on, “The famous fanatics and
murderers could not have existed without the
countless enablers who kept the government
running, filed the paperwork, and lived side-by-
side with potential victims of the regime in
whom they instilled fear and the threat of vio-
lence.”

At the same time Lee’s comprehensive investi-
gation of Griesinger’s life adds to the body of
knowledge that other historians, especially
Daniel Goldhagen, in his “Hitler’s Willing
Executioners”, have developed in showing not
just how thoroughly aware most Germans were
of the atrocities that were being committed by
the Nazis, they were, if not actively supporting
the Nazis, complicit in not objecting to what was
so clearly happening.

It was the active and willing participation of
hundreds of thousands of low-level functionaries
working for the Nazi state that allowed the
machinery of the regime to function. As Lee also
notes, “The narrative I trace will show how low-

ranking officials might have existed in between
two disconnected worlds; the first filled with the
regime’s well-known high functionaries, and the
second that comprised the ordinary German pop-
ulation.”

How Lee goes about his tireless pursuit of
leads that begin to fill out the mystery of those
documents in the armchair forms the basis of a
first-rate mystery novel, let alone a non-fiction
work that relies on detailed footnoting – as one
would expect from a professional historian.

Many of the individuals to whom Lee turns for
information are either initially reluctant to speak
with him or simply turn him down outright, but
in time he is able to interview sufficient mem-
bers of Griesinger’s surviving family members
to arrive at a thorough knowledge of
Griesinger’s life, from birth almost to death. It
would be impossible to know the exact circum-
stances of Griesinger’s death in 1945 in Prague,
as Lee explains, since following the defeat of the
Nazis at the hands of the Russians, aided by
Czech rebels, the tables were quickly turned on
whatever Germans were living in Prague at that
time and they were subjected to much the same
atrocities that Nazis had perpetrated on so many
Czechs for years.

But, in true mystery style, Lee does uncover
some quite fascinating information about Lee’s
probable death from dysentery – again, from a
most unlikely source.

In researching his book Lee decided to go back
as far as he could in sourcing Griesinger’s famil-
ial roots. To his surprise, he learns that
Griesinger’s father was actually born in New
Orleans, which is to where Griesinger’s grandfa-
ther had emigrated in the 19th century.

The American connection proves highly
important to understanding not only Griesinger’s
racist attitudes, also the attitudes of many other
Germans, it turns out. As Lee uncovers informa-
tion about German immigration to the deep
south of the U.S., he learns that many Germans
were involved in the slave trade – and when
many Germans returned to Germany (as was the
case in the 1870s when the U.S. was in the grip
of a severe economic depression), they brought
back those racist ideas with them.

Griesinger came from an upper class back-
ground, moreover, in which anti-Semitic atti-
tudes, in addition to racist attitudes toward
Blacks, were also typically deeply engrained.
Much has already been written about how could
such a sophisticated culture as was Germany’s
have produced such abhor-
rently racist ideas, but in

(Continued on
opposite page.)



“The SS Officer’s
Armchair,” Lee is able to
probe the thinking of

specific individuals in Griesinger’s family to
show how relatively easy it was for Hitler’s
racism to be commonly accepted within the
German upper and middle upper classes.

One character in particular, Robert
Griesinger’s mother, “Wally”, proves to be an
invaluable source for Lee, as he comes across a
detailed diary that Wally had kept from the time
she was a young girl throughout her life and dur-
ing the Second World War. The resentment that
Wally exhibits towards those who “betrayed”
Germany during the First World War, which was
one of Hitler’s paramount themes in engender-
ing support for his racist platform, helps put a
clear understanding how Hitler was able to go
from being a marginal figure eventually to the
unquestioned ruler of the German Reich.

Griesinger’s family lived in Stuttgart, which is
located in south-west Germany. Robert
Griesinger’s home is now owned by Jochen
Griesinger, a nephew of Robert’s who, it turns
out, is not on speaking terms with either of
Griesinger’s daughters, Barbara and Jutta.
Jochen, however, was quite willing to talk to
David Lee – and to show him around the house.

In the course of his investigation Lee discov-
ers that two of Robert Griesinger’s next-door
neighbours in Stuttgart, Helene and Fritz
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Jews being shot at Babi Yar in September
1941.  Babi Yar is a ravine in Kiev, Ukraine.
Although there is no evidence Griesinger was
at Babi Yar himself, his Wehrmacht unit was
stationed outside Kiev at the time. Over
30,000 Jews were murdered there over a two-
day period, makimg it the worst massacre of
Jews to that date (later to be surpassed by
other massacres in Odessa and Poland).

Rothschild, were Jewish. The Rothschilds were
able to escape to Paris and survived the war.
Almost all the other Jews in Stuggart were not so
lucky.

Robert Griesinger was an unexceptional stu-
dent. Given the German well-known propensity
for record-keeping, Lee is able to find reports on
Griesinger’s educational career from his earliest
days at school throughout his period at Tubingen
University. Remarkably Griesinger was able to
obtain a doctorate in law but, disappointingly for
him, the most he was able to do with that degree
was teach agricultural law at a rural agricultural
college.

There is no particular indication from anything
that Lee is able to uncover that Griesinger was an
early follower of National Socialism. But, as was
the case with so many other of his peers,
Griesinger saw the opportunity to career
advancement by joining the party. 

Eventually Griesinger became a member of
both the Gestapo (secret police) and the SS
(strike force). Although Lee is not able to pro-
duce any documentation to show that Griesinger
was involved first hand in either the torture or
murder of anyone, he is able to deduce from var-
ious records that, even if he wasn’t directly
involved in any specific activities of that sort, he
was at the scene where those activities took
place.

In particular, while working for the Gestapo
(as a lawyer), Griesinger’s place of work in
Stuttgart was the Hotel Silber, which was used
by the Gestapo to detain and torture individuals.
Lee surmises that Griesinger, whose office was
situated directly over the basement of the hotel,
would have had to have heard the screams of the
torture victims.

Later, during the actual war, Griesinger served
for a time on the Eastern Front, in Ukraine,
where he was eventually wounded and sent back
to Stuttgart for rehabilitation. But, during
Griesinger’s period of service in Ukraine, his
Wehrmacht  unit was stationed outside Kiev, and
he was in service at the time 30,000 Jews were
murdered at Babi Yar over a two-day period,
which was the worst massacre of Jews to that
date (later to be surpassed by other massacres in
Odessa and Poland).

Griesinger had long wanted to be posted to
Prague during the war, as Prague was seen as a
haven of tranquility for Germans living there. In
1943 he got his wish and he was able to move his

wife Gisela, his two daughters, and a stepson
from a previous marriage of his wife, to Prague,
where they were mostly spared the deprivations
that ordinary Germans were suffering through-
out Germany as the result of heavy Allied bomb-
ing.

While in Prague, Lee is able to piece together
Griesinger’s duties, which involved the arrest
and deportation of thousands of individuals, both
Jews and non-Jews. His principal duty was to
arrange for the shipment of Czechs to be used as
slave labourers in German factories and mines.
Griesinger was also responsible for the confisca-
tion of Czech factories from their rightful own-
ers – always done with the imprimatur of official
Nazi regulations.

As Lee works his way through an ongoing
series of visits to repositories of archives and
interviews with anyone who might have some
knowledge of Griesinger’s life, he is able to put
together an amazingly detailed description of
what life would have been like for Griesinger.

Considering that he was still conducting inter-
views as recently as 2018 the fact that he has
produced such a compelling read is testament to
his skill as not just a historian, but a very talent-
ed writer who was able to work quickly, as well.

Toward the end of his book Lee revisits his
motivation in wanting to go to such extraordi-
nary lengths to describe the life of a “faceless
bureaucrat”: “This book shows that it is possible
to trace the life of one of those ordinary Nazis
whose role in war and genocide seems to have
vanished from the historical record. Returning
texture and agency to one such perpetrator
affords Griesinger the opportunity to stand in for
the thousands of anonymous ordinary Nazis
whose widespread culpability wreaked havoc on
so many lives and whose biographies have, until
now, never seen the light of day.”

In looking at some of the reviews posted by
readers on Amazon, there is a consistent theme
of gratitude expressed to Lee for opening up a
door to a part of history that has hitherto
remained largely unknown – not because histori-
ans were disinterested in the subject; rather, they
were stymied by the lack of evidence to paint the
sort of detailed picture of just an “ordinary” Nazi
bureaucrat that Lee has so brilliantly succeeded
in doing. If it weren’t for that chance meeting at
a Florence dinner party, however, this book
would never have been written. 

(Continued from
previous page.)

Helen and Fritz Rothschild - Griesinger’s
Jewish neighbours in Stuttgart. The
Rothschilds escaped to Paris and survived
the war.
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A tale of two streets that proved to be very
attractive for Jewish families in years gone by

Ed. note: Any longtime reader of this paper would know that nostalgia is a recurring theme in
much of what you’re going to find on our pages. We print stories about the history of our Jewish
community here on a regular basis – and those stories usually elicit a flurry of responses from

readers, often telling us what we got wrong!
Every once in a while we receive an email from someone asking us whether we can supply infor-

mation about an individual or a particular story from the past. While we do maintain a digital archive
on our own website, it has gaps in it as a result of the poor quality of many of the microfilms that were
used to produce our archive.

Luckily, the Jewish Heritage Centre has now developed a much more comprehensive digital archive
of all Jewish newspapers that may have existed in Winnipeg at one time or another. To be honest, I
find it a little difficult to navigate their archive, but if you persevere, it does have a vast repository of
priceless information about the history of our Jewish community.

We’re also lucky to have our very own chronicler of days gone by in the person of Gerry Posner.
Six years ago Gerry wrote what proved to be a very popular story about one block of McAdam Avenue
- that was populated almost entirely by Jewish families at one time. 

Recently we were contacted by Shael Glesby, who wrote that he was looking for an article that
appeared in the 1949 issue of The Jewish Post and which told the story how the street in East Kildonan
where Shael grew up had first begun to be developed in the late 1940s. The thought occurred to me
that juxtaposing the stories of the two streets might be interesting for our readers - even if the memo-
ry of Gerry’s McAdam Avenue story is still fresh in some of your minds.

Bredin Drive - one of the most beautiful streets in all of Winnipeg was
a magnet for Jewish families in the late 40s and early 50s

Before the late 1940s there were very few Jews living in East Kildonan, but according to Shael
Glesby some developers had the notion that by building what were then considered to be very upscale
homes, the area could attract Jews who were thinking of moving from the north end.

As it turned out, the one street that fulfilled those developers’ dreams somewhat was beautiful
Bredin Drive, which was bisected by another beautiful street that also became home to several other
Jewish families.

Alas, other than those two streets, according to Shael, there was only a smattering of other Jewish
families in East Kildonan. Shael suggested that the new area of south River Heights, which was also
being developed starting in the 1950s, proved to be much attractive for young upwardly mobile Jewish
families.

We were sufficiently interested by Shael’s email to want to read the article for which he had been
searching. We did find it on the Jewish Heritage Centre website – and offer it here for your interest.
Note the references by the writer of the article to the appearances of the women who lived on Bredin

Drive whom she interviewed. How times have changed.

Here’s the article, from the November 17, 1949 Jewish Post:
“Bredin Drive Boasts City’s Newest  Homes”

The following interesting account of some of Winnipeg’s newest homes
appeared in a Winnipeg Tribune write-up
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overhead view of Bredin Drive in East Kildonan

Continued on opposite page.



by Lilian Gibbons in he Aug. 27 edition. –
The Editor

Opposite the East Kildonan municipal office is a new housing development that has brought into
the light a little secluded street hidden away for years. Bredin Drive today is U-shaped, with the loop
on Red River and the arms ending in Henderson Highway; up the centre of the U comes Roosevelt
Place with six new houses. For years the north arm of the U has been known as Bredin Drive, a
tucked away retreat with a few houses on it. Old and new, the houses now number 26. The south arm
is Elmwood Park, opposite the Roxy Theatre.

The smart new street is cut out of two old river-fronted farms, A. R. Bredin’s and Daniel
Hamilton’s. Mr. Bredin lived in the big frame house with the verandahs which is now the municipal
office of East Kildonan. Then he moved away to Muskegan, Michigan.

The biggest house is 300, the Max Freeds, built two years ago last April. For a long time it looked
deserted there on the river. Now it has many neighbours. The house is of white colonial siding and
rubble, with a big overhanging roof, a sweep of lawn with lifelike pelicans, and on the river side a
patio with awnings, a glass pleasure house near the water. Pretty young Mrs. Freed is still coping
with these amenities, matching lime green drapes to grey broadloom and taking care of two babies.

The first two houses, next to the park and the highway, 200 and 210, are the homes of William
Wolchock and Cecil Smith, business partners in building. It was blond young Sidney Wolchock who
received the reporter. “Gee, it must take a long time to write a whole street. No, I didn’t know the
Municipal Office was the Bredin farm home but I do know it won’t be there much longer. My father
is building blocks there.”

Opposite is a bungalow of wide siding the color of new green apples, No. 201, home of J. B. Wolk.
“We have no stove yet, only a hot plate, but isn’t it nice?” Friendly Mrs. Wolk invited the reporter
in.” Five weeks ago today we moved in.”

No. 245 and 255 are another pair very alike, with the popular pink rubble stone at the entrance.
Max Ratner built both, lives in the first, and will sell the second; the relative for whom he intended
it can’t come to Winnipeg. No. 265 and 275, another pair, are the homes of brothers Ben Billinkoff
and J. B. Billinkoff, who are building wreckers.

At the top of the middle street, 198 and 190 Roosevelt Place, are a pair of big square homes, M.
Gutkin’s and A. Akman’s. Mrs. Gutkin was sitting on the steps with her mother and rocking her baby
daughter’s carriage. “We’re pioneers,” she said stoutly. “We were here when there were only four
houses. Linda was born here – she’s a native.”

Mrs. A. J. Averbach, at 330, is the sister of Mrs. Akman, 190 Roosevelt Place.
There are many new building materials displayed in these new homes; for instance, glass for door

side-lights. Sometimes it’s fluted like Venetian blinds; sometimes criss-crossed like gingham. The
young women are as good looking as the homes they occupy.

(Interestingly, on the same pages as the article appeared ads for mirrors, venetian blinds, and
lamps. The article, however, never mentioned whether permission had been obtained from the
Tribune to reprint its article.)

As a follow-up to the original email that I received from Shael Glesby, I asked him whether he
could remember the names of all the families that lived on Bredin Drive
when he was growing up there in the 1960s? 

Here’s what Shael wrote back:
255 - Ratner (Max and Helen)
265 - Glesby (Bert & Silvia) original owners were Billinkoffs (Ben & Yetta)
275 - Billinkoff (Joe & Ann)
285 - Gobuty (James & Rae)
210 - Snaper (Mark & Ethel)
250 - Brownstein (Vicki)
260 - Wolchock (Bill & Rose)
300 - Freed (Max & Marion)
310 - Billinkoff (Ben & Yetta) after selling 265.
320 - Bellan (Sam & Marjorie)

There were 3 more Jewish families just north of 320, but I don’t know
which houses were owned by which.
Swartz
Averbach
Jacobson

On Roosevelt Place:
Cristall
Duchon
Gutkin
Mrs. Tallman (I believe that Lorelei formerly Brenda, Bellan lives there
now. Ed. note: Shael is correct.)

On Henderson Highway, just north of Bredin:
Tallman - Harvey & Louise (newer home built in the 60’s, I think)
Mrs. Tamara Wiseman - Vice Principal/ Principal of Talmud Torah.

There were other Jewish families scattered in the area.
Hespeler - Shore (Ben & Ruth)
Glenwood - Pukin
Streets unknown - Glass (Norm’s family), Moglove, Kaufman (Lala’s fam-
ily)
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Our story about how Bredin Drive in East Kildonan was almost totally Jewish at one time
reminded me about a similar story Gerry Posner wrote about McAdam Avenue in  our November
12, 2014 issue. That story also led to a huge response from readers. We repeat it here:

By GERRY POSNER

Once upon a time when life was simpler and
gentler, there was a street in the north end
of Winnipeg which was like all other

streets in the city except
in one significant way.
Everyone, but for one
family, living on
McAdam east of Main
Street was Jewish. One
might speculate how
this might happened and
no doubt there are vari-
ous reasons that might
be given, but the reality
was that in a period

between 1950
to 1970 ( give
or take a few
years), there
was no trou-
ble rounding
up a Minyan
on McAdam.

Who were
these people,
what did they
do for a living, were they friendly with one another, what became
of the kids who grew up then and what memories of that time do
they have? Tough questions with uncertain answers in part. 

What we can say for sure about this group is that they got along
well with one another. There was a feeling of community and they
had a spirit of forgiveness for the transgressions of someone else’s
kid trespassing on their property or making noises at late hours or
for that matter in the early morning hours on a Sunday reserved
for sleep. ( just how much this quality of forgiveness has been car-

ried out to the next generation will
be evident if there are not too many
complaints about how this article
left out a name or had the wrong
address or mixed up crucial facts).

The names are not as difficult to
list without going to a Henderson’s
Directory as you might think. All
that was needed was Paul Nusgart,
Brenda Odwak, Jack Rusen, Cheryl
Singer, Linda Waldman, Adeena
Lungen and Sharon Wolchock, all
graduates of McAdam Avenue. Just
to hear the names once again brings
back a storehouse of memories.
Here is a list of the addresses and
the families who inhabited them.

North side of McAdam at Main
Street:

195 Ben and Clara Lungen, chil-
dren Paul and Adeena who owned
and operated Lungen’s Meat
Market, a butcher shop right at the
same address

191 a duplex- main floor Minnie
Waldhorn and brother Max
Waldhorn. They also had their sister
Fanny Mandell living next door at
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The McAdam Era

From a 1994 reunion of former McAdam
Ave. residents: Front row - Linda (Shuckett)
Waldman, Gail (Caplan) Bender, Brenda
Mindell Odwak, Martin Sodomsky, Belva
(Cham) Wilder, Carol (Frank) Woodward,
Sharon (Mondell) Wolchuck, Kenny
Sodomsky Behind Brenda her brother Earl
Mindell, Barry Caplan, Terry (Yates)
Erlichman, Penny (Mondell) Ganetsky
Ed. note: As we noted in the November 12,
2014 issue in which this story - & picture, first
appeared, there are far more faces in the photo
than names in the caption.  

Continued on opposite page.



Film about Nicholas Winton, rescuer of children 
from the Nazis, stars Anthony Hopkins

187. On the second floor was
the well known lawyer ID

Rusen 
187 Manasha and Fanny Mandell, Merle and Ruthy
185 Bill and Minnie Mindell, Earl and Brenda (how odd that a Mandell

and a Mindell would live next door to one another) 
181 Max and Idy Nusgart, Paul and Ruth Carol, later succeeded by the

Greenberg family, as in Lawrence and Lois with sons Jeff and Alan
177 Phil and Adele Sheps, David and Arthur, followed by Charlie and

Molly Rusen, Jack and David ( the first family connection as Charlie and
ID were brothers)

175 Max and Annette Caplan, a sister to Nathan Stall also on the block
across the street, Barry, Sandra, and Gail,

171 Bob, Molly and Hilda Schulz the owners of the Deluxe Theatre
Coffee Shop in the Deluxe Theatre and the only non-Jews on the street (Ed.
note: In a letter we received following publication of Gerry’s article, writer
Allan Margulius (who lived at 170 McAdam) noted that the house at 170
McAdam later belonged to the Brick family: Fred & Cynthia, and children
Marsha, Ira, Robbie, & Lisa.)

169 Bernard and Ruth Mondell, Sharon, Penny and Errol (McAdam
Avenue, like no other, offers the triple M hockey line, as in Mandell,
Mindell and Mondell - a hockey announcer’s worst nightmare)

165 Kaplan - daughters Annette and Bert and Sonny and Dave succeed-
ed by The Frank family, Carol and Minnie and Ernest Green and their five
children Coleman, Cheryl, Chuck, David and Ricky

163 A Mrs. Rose Billinkoff, as she was known to the kids of that time,
grandmother to David Billinkoff and with her a daughter, Ada

161 Jimmy and Rae Gobuty, daughter Elaine and son Michael followed
by Ike and Fanny Glesby and 4 daughters, Carol, Marilyn, Donna and
Barbara and even later, the Gillman family

155 The Levin Family who moved later to 146 McAdam and after the
Levin’s, Lionel and Minnie Katz, Jerrold and Bernard 

151 The Stern family( Ruth and Bill) and children Maxine, Neal, Gary
and Shayla who later moved across the street (there seemed to a definite
inclination to remain on McAdam since a number of residents moved from
one side to the other)

147 Max and Molly Byers, Bloomie and later Benny and Fanny
Pressman, Irwin and Eddie

145 Dave and Bert Shuckett, Linda and Richard
141 Evelyn Blankstein and her mother Mrs. Lena Blankstein

South Side:
194 Another duplex with the Collarman family as in parents Mendel and

Rachel and son Howard in one part and in the other, Myer and Rose
Nackimson, Eddie and Janice followed by Sid Green 

190 The Adilmans as in Jack, Joe and Sybil later followed by the
Portigals, Evelyn, Sheila and Chassie. Also at this home were Annette and
Danny Butler with their kids Mark and Nadine

186 Albert and Sylvia Israels, Martin and Richard
184 Duplex: Bill Malchy family to include daughters Naneve and

Melissa and Mr. Jacob Shuckett Sr. followed by Cantor Orland Verall 
180 Dave and Sara Hyman, Jackie and Gary
176 Art and Gloria Sodomsky, Ken and Martin
174 Bill and Sukie Pitch, Harvin and Marsha and later the Stewart fami-

ly and then Manya Margulius, Marty and sister, Caroline and The Frank
family (Ed. note: In another letter we received following publication of

Gerry’s article, writer Sharon Niznick Glass noted that the Frank family
preceded the Margulius family. Sharon wrote that Carol Frank had lived in
the house before the Marguliuses and that she boarded with them for two
years while she went to university. As Sharon wrote: “When I told people
where I was living, they always said: ‘Oh, you’re living in Carole Frank’s
house.” Sharon added that she didn’t know who Carol Frank was until 50
years later until she was introduced to Carol Woodward in Palm Springs -
who proceeded to tell Sharon that her maiden name was Frank.)

170 Joe and Mickey Margulius, Ilene, Teddy and Allan (yet another fam-
ily connection- see next door)

168 Zeke and Bert Greenberg, Reta and Arnold
166 Jack and Molly Secter, Lloyd, Norman and Lily Ann
162 Sid and Frances Katz, Paul and Hart later followed by Dave and

Dorothy Yates, Terri
160 Nathan and Gertie Stall, Shelley, Morton, Phyllis and Richard
158 Jack and Geila Sheps, Cheryl, Sam, Maureen and Michael
156 Lewis and Lucy Cohen, Ernie and Larry
152 Leon and Clara Cham, Noreen, Belva and Ricki followed by the

Ruth and Bill Stern Family
148 Sam and Claire Posner, Ken and Ricki succeeded by Dr. And Mrs.

Cham and children Bonnie, David and Susan (a second Cham for
McAdam-perhaps it was the rhyme on the name that attracted them there)

146 Harry and Myrna Levin, Michael, Julie, Esther Ruth, Jonathan and
Daniel

Back in the 1950’s,
on a given summer
night, you could hear
the voice of Molly
Secter bellowing out “
Norman, where are
you” all the way from
the Levin’s at the east-
ern end to Main Street
at the western end. Or
perhaps you might see
Charlie Rusen in front
of his home practising
his golf stroke. 

This we know for
sure. That time and
period has ended and
with its demise we lost
real neighbourliness
and the certainty of
being able to look to
someone on the street
to help out no matter
the problem.
McAdam had all of
those qualities and
more. Just ask any of
the descendants.
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(Continued from previous page.)

By MARCY OSTER
September 10, 2020 (JTA) — A feature film

about the life of Nicholas Winton, who saved
669 children from the Nazis, is in production
with Oscar winner  Anthony Hopkins in the lead
role.

“One Life” has Hopkins playing an older
Winton, Deadline Hollywood reported. British
actor Johnny Flynn portrays the young Winton.

Winton, who is nicknamed “the British
Schindler,” died in 2015 at the age of 106.

The baptized son of Jewish parents, Winton
was a 29-year-old stockbroker when he arrived
in Prague in December 1938. He was planning to
go on a skiing holiday in Switzerland, but
changed his plans when he heard about the
refugee crisis in Czechoslovakia, which had just
been occupied by the Nazis. In the following
nine months, he organized eight trains that car-
ried children, the vast majority of them Jewish,
from Czechoslovakia to safety in Britain.

Winton’s heroism was unremarked until the
1980s, when his wife found evidence of the res-
cues. The discovery led to a surprise reunion
with some of the children and a documentary.

Winton received many honors in his later years,
including a knighthood.

The “Schindler” reference is to the German
industrialist Oskar Schindler, who is credited
with saving some 1,200 Jews in the Holocaust.
His story was made into the Academy Award-
winning film “Schindler’s List” by Steven
Spielberg.

Aisling Walsh is directing “One Life,” which
was developed by BBC Films with See-Saw
Films.

NICHOLAS WINTON, 
who saved 669 children from the Nazis



By IRENE DAVIS
“Saraleh, I got a letter from America! Read it to me,

sweetheart.” 

Nine –year-old Sarah heard this many times in the months
following the end of World War One, when communications
were once again possible, and letters flowed between the
men who had fled the shtetl and their families back in
Poland. 

The shtetl was the small, mostly Jewish market town of
Eastern Europe. Bearded men in skullcaps walked its
unpaved streets, prayed in the small wooden synagogue,
studied the Torah in the beit midrash, the house of study.
Most were poor, eking out a living as tailors, shoemakers,
dairymen, peddlers. The women shopped in the market,
dressed in clothes that covered the body and hid its charms.
Their hair, too, was covered, perhaps with a kerchief, per-
haps with a sheitel,  a wig worn by some Orthodox married women.  The
home was their domain. They cooked, cleaned, looked after the children, lit
and blessed the Sabbath  candles on Friday evening before sundown. 

The shtetl where Sarah and her family lived was in that part of Poland
then occupied by Russia. As with all the shtetls, it had been devastated by
periodic pogroms, when the surrounding community descended on them,
burning, looting, killing. 

Sarah’s father, Louis, was among those who had
left.

“Bayla,” he had said to Sarah’s mother. “We can’t
stay here. Both the Poles and the Russians hate us.
The pogroms are getting worse. Last week Mendel
the 
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shoemaker was badly beaten and his shop was all

broken up. Yesterday they burned up a whole block
and Isaac the butcher was killed.”

Louis had paced the floor of their small wooden
house, up and down, up and down. 
“Listen,” he had said. “I’m finished the two years I

had to do in the Tsar’s army. My brothers Oizer and
Philip are in Toronto. They say Canada is a wonderful
place, that we can live in peace. I’m going to go to
Toronto. I’ll find a job. They say there are lots of jobs

for strong workers. I’ll find us a place to live. Then I’ll send you the tick-
ets to come, for you, Pa and Saraleh.”

And so it was. Louis took what he could from their meagre savings and
bought tickets: the train to Warsaw and the ship to Canada. When the day
came to leave he hugged his wife and father. 

“Bayla, Pa, I’ll send for you the minute I can,” 
He picked up little Sarah and held her tight. 
“Be good, Saraleh.”  Then, amid all their tears, he left.
At first the letters came. “I have a job as a presser in a factory that makes

women’s clothes. I’m looking for a place for us and then you’ll all come.”
But then came World War 1—the Great War, the War to End All Wars. So

it was called. There were no more letters, no way to communicate. Louis
didn’t know whether his family was alive, and they could only hope he was
alright.

The war raged. In the shtetl, life went on. Food was very hard to get and
often there was just a potato for supper. If they managed to get a bit of meat
it went to Nathan, Louis’s father, because he needed to be strong in order
to support the family.

Everyone worked hard just to survive. Sarah helped her mother carry
home what food they could get. She helped her cook and clean. She was
growing tall and strong. She should have been in school but only property
owners could send their children to school, and as Jews, they were not
allowed to own property. Sarah 
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wanted so much to learn to read and write. She taught herself the letters

and  would try to read the signs she saw. 
“Look on that pushcart, Zaida.”  Dark eyes flashing, dark curls bouncing,

she tugged at Nathan’s shirt. “That word is ‘milk’, right?”  
“That’s right, Saraleh. You are a smart girl.” 
Later Nathan said to Bayla, “Sarah is smart. Because we don’t own our

house she can’t go to school. But we have to make sure she can learn. I’m
going to send her to a lehrer—a teacher.” 

So Nathan used some of those hard-earned rubles to make sure Sarah
learned to read.

She learned Polish, German, arithmetic, and yes, to read and write. She
devoured the books provided and soon had gone through them all.

“Rebbe, “ she said. “I’ve finished all the books. What can I read now?”
“You are a smart girl, Saraleh. I’ll tell you what. I’ll let you read my

books, the ones in my own library. You are the first of my students to do
that, and here you are only what, nine years old?”

“Yes Rebbe, I’m nine. Thank you.”
Sarah began working her way through the Rebbe’s library. She took each

book down and caressed its cover. The worn leather was a testament to how
many times the book had been read and enjoyed. Then she curled up in a
corner and read. Her favourite book was Anna Karenina. Lavish aristocrat-
ic lifestyles, adulterous affairs—what’s not to like? Entranced, Sarah
immersed herself in this world.

Her skills made her the shtetl communicator. When the Great War ended
and the “letters from America” began coming, it was to Sarah that the shtetl
residents came. She would read each letter to its recipient, and write back
to the husband, 
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brother or son who had sent it. Some of the women would insist on feed-

ing her, giving her a piece of bread and a small glass of milk from their
meagre supply.

“You are so smart, Saraleh. Eat. You must be strong.”
The letters kept coming, but there were none from Louis. 
“Ma, why doesn’t Pa write?” said Sarah, “I’m scared that something is

wrong.”
“We’re all scared, Saraleh,” answered Bayla. “We just have to hope and

wait.”
Then one day Sarah came running into the house. 
“Ma!  Zaida!” she cried. “Look, a letter from Pa!” She tore open the

envelope. “He says he has a place for
us and he wants us to come! Look!”
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affairs—what’s not to like?
Entranced, Sarah immersed her-

self in this world.
Her skills made her the shtetl communicator. When the Great War ended

and the “letters from America” began coming, it was to Sarah that the shtetl
residents came. She would read each letter to its recipient, and write back
to the husband, brother or son who had sent it. Some of the women would
insist on feeding her, giving her a piece of bread and a small glass of milk
from their meagre supply.

“You are so smart, Saraleh. Eat. You must be strong.”
The letters kept coming, but there were none from Louis. 
“Ma, why doesn’t Pa write?” said Sarah, “I’m scared that something is

wrong.”
“We’re all scared, Saraleh,” answered Bayla. “We just have to hope and

wait.”
Then one day Sarah came running into the house. 
“Ma!  Zaida!” she cried. “Look, a letter from Pa!” She tore open the enve-

lope. “He says he has a place for us and he wants us to come! Look!” and
she waved the precious tickets to freedom the envelope contained.

Such excitement you never saw! The family packed their few possessions
and boarded the train to Warsaw. There they would find the ship
that would carry them to Canada, where finally, after all these
years, they would be reunited with Louis.  

But then the train stopped. The doors opened and Polish sol-
diers boarded. They looked around the train. 

“Jews!” said one. 
And with a malicious smile, he moved through the train, push-

ing, slapping, knocking people down. The other soldiers fol-
lowed. One grabbed Nathan, and with a dull knife hacked off
his beard.

They pushed some of the women and children against the wall
of the train, but fortunately did not hurt them. When they left,
Sarah ran to Nathan, crying. 

“Oh Zaida, your beard! It must hurt!” 
“Yes Saraleh, but I’m all right,” Nathan replied. “It could have

been so much worse!”
P5-new world-idavis
“We must stop this from happening again,” Bayla said.” Pa,

lie down on the floor. I’m going to cover you up with a blanket
and Saraleh and I will sit on you. If soldiers come on again they
won’t see you. They did not really hurt women and children, so
Sarah and I will be all right.”

And so they travelled the rest of the way to Warsaw. They
found their ship and boarded. The sail across the ocean would
be long, but freedom was at the other end.

They landed at last, at Pier 21, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.
Louis was waiting.
Irene Davis is a Toronto-based writer and editor. She is pri-

mary editor and a contributor to Prose to Go: Tales from a
Private List, an anthology of personal essays by Canadian writ-
ers.

Her article on her experiences as a volunteer tutor in
Adult Literacy, published in The Globe and Mail, a Canadian
national newspaper, won the ABC Canada 2006 Peter Gzowski
Literacy Award of Merit.
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Iranian Islamic scholar: 
‘Child martyrs are God’s beloved’

(September 13, 2020 / MEMRI)
Iranian religious scholar Mohammad-Bagher Heydari

Kashani said last week that Iranian children should aspire to be
martyrs, and that each and every one of Iran’s offspring can
become like former Quds Force commander Gen. Qassem
Soleimani.

In an interview with Iran’s Channel 2 that aired on Sept. 8,
Kashani said that 36,000 Iranian primary school students were
killed in the Iran-Iraq War, and that these students, 7,070 of
whom were under the age of 14, are a source of Iran’s pride and
are God’s favorites.

“All the theoreticians in the world mistakenly believe that
population size and growth are a symbol of power … We’re
talking about Islamic Iran, which needs to build a cadre and
manpower for the movement that is expecting [the Hidden
Imam]. We’re talking about Islamic Iran, where each and every
one of its offspring can become [like] Hajj Qassem Soleimani,”
said Kashani.

Many Iranians, said Kashani, were “ungrateful” for the “stu-
dent martyrs” of the Iran-Iraq war.

“We must thank God for them,” he said, adding, “They
achieve a status in which they become God’s beloved, his
favorites. Sometimes, we are the ones who love God, but other
times, He is the one Who, in His divinity, falls in love with us.
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Fascinating Tanzania!

Our small motorized mangrove and
mahogany wood boat bounced along the
choppy turquoise waters of the Indian

Ocean as the captain and owner, Ahmed,
manoeuvred the outboard engine towards
Changuu Island, a small island about six kilome-
tres northwest of Stone Town, Unguja Zanzibar.

As we sped along, a number of cargo ships and
a Chinese fishing trawler were moored off shore,

while long thin hulled dhows with billowing sails skimmed speedily on
that sun searing day through the world’s third largest ocean.

I was at the tail end of my sec-
ond trip to Tanzania in just over
a year. The first trip was an
eight day safari adventure in
Northern Tanzania in June
2018. It was, as I wrote in a
major two part article for the
Lifestyles supplement of The
Jewish Post & News afterwards,
the fulfillment of a lifelong
dream to go on safari in some of
the big game parks, including
the fabled Serengeti National
Park, of East Africa.

This second trip in October
2019 was unplanned and unex-
pected. I was invited by a
Canadian based representative
of the Tanzanian government to attend the Swahili International Tourism
Expo (S!TE), a three day event (October 18-20) held at the modern Julius
Nyerere International Conference Center in Milimani City a region of Dar
es Salaam, Tanzania. Dar es Salaam, which is situated on the Indian Ocean,
is the largest city, former capital and commercial centre of Tanzania. The
yearly event attracted 426 exhibitors, including safari tour operators from
throughout Tanzania and other parts of Africa, and almost 1000 visitors
over the three days. It also featured speakers, including representatives of
the government of the United Republic of Tanzania.

I jumped at the opportunity. Why not? It also included a selection of four
day side trips, or Familiarization Trips, afterwards to other parts of
Tanzania. I chose to visit the historic town of Iringa and Ruaha National
Park— the largest national park located in the middle of Tanzania and cov-
ering an area of about 13,000 square kilometres about 130 kilometres from
Iringa. I also spent two days in Zanzibar upon returning from Ruaha.

Here are some other
memorable moments:

The S!TE: The Expo
centers around inbound
and outbound travel
business to and inside
Africa. Tourism com-
panies from 60 coun-
tries —Finland,
Denmark, Lithuania,
Ukraine, Malaysia,
South Korea, Canada,
India, among others —
participated in the
event.

“Protection and
Sustainable tourism, and in addition tropical tourism and going inside East
Africa, (is the goal of S!TE),” the Tanzanian Minister of Tourism, said dur-
ing the opening address. “The tourism industry is here to help the econo-
my of our country. Tanzania is a safari country in Africa. We are proud that
Swahili was born in Tanzania. We encourage our foreign guests to see why
we say, ‘Unforgettable Tanzania.’”

Being entertained by the Dar es Salaam based, Tot Jazz Band, one of the
biggest jazz bands in Tanzania, at the opening entertainment event at SITE.
They perform a fusion of Swahili jazz and more recognized numbers. 

Strolling along the shore of the Indian Ocean by my hotel, located on the
outskirts of Dar, in the evening with the twinkling lights of yachts and mer-
chant ships moored in the distance was a peaceful way to unwind after
being at the hectic SITE all day.  The surf’s fresh and salty smell combined
with the exotic locale was intoxicating. 

Visiting the National Museum & House of Culture: It takes you on a
journey through Tanzania’s colorful past. The museum displays important
fossils of some of the earliest human ancestors unearthed during the
Leakey digs at Olduvai Gorge. You can also learn about Tanzania’s tribal
heritage and the impact of the slave

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Masai dance troupe at the Swahili
International Tourism Expo in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania October 2019

Continued on opposite page.
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trade and colonial periods. Other
highlights of the museum include

ethnographic displays on traditional crafts, customs, ornaments, and musi-
cal instruments, as well as a small collection of vintage cars, including the
Rolls Royce used by former president, Julius Nyerere.

Iringa: Iringa is a city in Tanzania with a population of 1,211,900 (as
of 2020), according to Wikipedia. The name is derived from the  word lilin-
ga, meaning .

Iringa is the administrative capital of Iringa Region. Iringa Municipal
Council is the administrative designation of the Municipality of Iringa.
“Iringa has been one of the coldest regions in Tanzania due to its geo-
graphical location but that has attracted a lot of tourists from colder regions
abroad especially Western Europe,” notes online information. Iringa also
hosts one of Africa’s largest national parks, the Ruaha National Park.

We also visited the Isimila Stone Age site, which lies about 20 km (12
mi) to the southwest. It contains archeological artifacts, particularly stone
tools, from human habitation about 70,000 years ago. Homo Erectus lived
here 300,000 years ago.

Excavation work was done by paleontologists from the University of
Chicago, 1957-58; University of Illinois, 1968-70, and South Korea in
2003. Scrapers, slingshots, knives from stones, and different weapons were
found and can still be seen in large open sided enclosures.

Iringa Region is home to the Hehe people.
“After their stunning defeat at Lugalo by the Hehe on August 17, 1871,

led by Chief Mkwawa, the Germans built a military station at 'Neu Iringa'
to avenge the death of their commander Emil Von Zelewski and to teach
the Hehe respect for German authority,” says information in the Iringa
Boma - Regional Museum and Cultural Centre. “The fortress and head-
quarters of Chief Mkwawa was in the nearby village of  Kalenga, Alt
Iringa.”  It was only in July 1898, after being trapped, that Mkwawa shot
himself. The Germans removed Mkwawa's head and sent it to Germany.

Mkwawa still has “the status of a national hero in Tanzania,” even after
over 120 years.  A movie should be made about this man. 

Ruaha NP: Ruaha is in a northern and southern transition zone. 
Ruaha National Park is the largest national park in Tanzania. It covers an

area of about 13,000 square kilometres.
It is located in the middle of Tanzania about 130 kilometres from Iringa.

The park, which is located in the Great Rift Valley (East African Rift), is
part of a more extensive ecosystem, which includes Rungwa Game
Reserve, Usangu
Game Reserve, and
several other protect-
ed areas.

The name of the
park is derived from
the Great Ruaha
River, which flows
along its South-
Eastern margin and is
the focus for game-
viewing.

The park can be
reached by car via
Iringa and there is an airstrip at Msembe, park headquarters.

I was part of a group that included three Dutch journalists. Our safari dri-
ver/expert guide, Serafino, was the owner of the Center for Research and
Action, Limited (CRA)-- a new company that started in 2019-- in Irigina.

During our two days exploring Ruaha we encountered lions-- including
a male and female that mated several times as we clicked away on our cam-
eras or cell phones-- resting under a baobab tree and along a dry river bed;
a beautiful male leopard nestled in the shade of an acacia tree a few hun-
dred metres away from the lions; elephants, Cape buffalo, zebra, giraffes,
elands and more. Ruaha is believed to have the highest concentration of
elephants of any National Park in East Africa.  

And it’s home to over 10 percent of Africa’s entire lion population, which
is estimated to be only about 20,000 animals whereas about a century ago
there were more than 200,000 lions in Africa, according to the World Atlas
online. The International Union Conservation of Nature, though, has esti-
mated that there might be as many 30,000 wild lions left on the continent.
"From 1993 to 2014, the planet lost 43 percent of its population of African
lions, conservationists estimate," says National Geographic magazine
(October 2019).

The park is home to the Ruaha Carnivore Project, which was established
in 2009 by Dr. Amy Dickman, as a Kaplan Senior Research Fellow under
Oxford University's Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, says the RCP
website.

"Ruaha's Carnivore Project's work in protecting lions and livestock, and
helping local tribes, is clearly a win-win situation," Sue Wats, an award-
winning writer who specializes in African travel and conservation, wrote in
an online article, How the Ruaha Carnivore Project is saving Tanzania's
Lions (SafariBookings).

(Continued from previous page.)

Herd of elephants in Ruaha National Park
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It is also a place where magnif-
icent mammals like Kudu, Sable

and Roan antelopes can easily be spotted in Miombo woodland. The park
is also a habitat for endangered wild dogs, although we didn’t see any.
Other animals in the park include cheetah, giraffes, zebras, impala, bat
eared foxes and Jackals.

The park also harbours a number of reptiles and amphibians such as
crocodiles, poisonous and non-poisonous snakes, monitor lizards, agama
lizards and frogs. We also spotted hippos relaxing in the Great Ruaha
River. Ruaha is famous for being “Tanzania’s bird paradise” because more
than 570 species of birds have been identified inside its boundaries, and
some of them are known to be migrants from within and outside Africa,
says information in a the park's headquarters.

At one point on our bouncy dusty ride in the Land Rover, Serafino
stopped at the side of the narrow dirt road. He got out of the vehicle and
grabbed a handful of still steaming elephant dung, and told us all about its
different uses by villagers. He then broke it open to reveal insects that
were using the manure as a food source and to lay their eggs. 

"When I stop for animals and trees and dung, it’s best for guests to lis-
ten carefully," Serafino said afterwards. "It’s better to share with my
guests." 

“It was gross, but interesting,” said fellow traveller Noel Vanbemmel,
editor of the Travel section in the Dutch newspaper De Volkakrant, the
biggest serious newspaper in Holland. “I’ve been on many safaris in six-
teen different African countries, but this was the first time I’ve seen this
demonstrated. He was doing his best.”

I booked my two day tour to Zanzibar at the SITE with Hassan Luzuba
Majid, the owner of Hazaim Holiday and Safaris. His company is based in
Zanzibar City (or Zanzibar Town or Stone Town, often simply referred to
as Zanzibar)--the capital and largest city of Zanzibar, in Tanzania. It is
located on the west coast of Unguja, the main island of the Zanzibar
Archipelago, roughly due north of Dar es Salaam across the Zanzibar
Channel. 

My boat trip was onboard a super fast twin turbine powered ferry boat
operated by Azam Marine Boats in Dar. The trip took a little over two
hours.

I stayed at the not too pricey exotically named Golden Tulip Boutique
Hotel. The rooms are spacious and the service is first rate.

Its open rooftop restaurant has a stunning view of the harbour.  

Among the places I visited were the Jozani Forest, the largest area of
indigenous forest on  Zanzibar Island. Situated south of Chwaka Bay on
low-lying land, the area is prone to flooding, which nurtures a lush swamp
like environment of moisture-loving trees and ferns.  Josanzi is the home
of rare Red Colobus Monkey, which is only endemic to Zanzibar.  We also
spotted some grey and black monkeys.

The nearby Jambo Spice Plantation, about 12 acres in size, is owned by
three families. This is a demonstration farm where you can see all different
varieties of spices grown in Zanzibar. This farm is only for demonstration
system.

Changuu Island saw use as a prison for rebellious slaves in the 1860s and
also functioned as a coral mine, say the historical markers.

The British First
Minister of Zanzibar,
Lloyd Mathews, pur-
chased the island in
1893 and constructed a
prison complex there.
But, it never held pris-
oners. Instead it became
a quarantine station for
yellow fever cases. The
station was only occu-
pied for around half of
the year  and the rest of
the time it was a popu-

lar holiday destination. Visitors are
able to explore the old prison and
even stop for refreshments at an
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Changuu Island (also known as
Kibandiko, Prison or
Quarantine Island) is a small
island 5.6 km northwest of Stone
Town, Unguja, Zanzibar.
The island has become a govern-
ment-owned tourist resort and
houses a collection of endangered
Aldabra giant tortoises which
were originally a gift from the
British governor of the
Seychelles.



outdoor restaurant. 

Spending time, along with other tourists, amongst the 200 giant Aldabra
tortoises on Changuu Island was a wondrous experience. In 1919 the
British governor of Seychelles sent a gift of four Aldabra giant tortoises to
Changuu from the island of  Aldabra, say information signs. These tortois-
es bred quickly and by 1955 they numbered around 200 animals. The
Zanzibar government, with assistance from the World Society for the
Protection of Animals- Now known as World Animal Protection-- built a
large compound for the protection of the animals and by 2000 numbers had
recovered to 17 adults, 50 juveniles and 90 hatchlings.

Their ages are painted in blue on their shells.
“The oldest right now is 195 years old,” said my outstanding guide in

Zanzibar, Nemes Raphael. “The youngest brother is 161 years old, but big-
ger in size.”

Old Stone Town is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It's nar-
row, meandering streets mean that pedestrians vie with motor-
ized vehicles for the right of way.

I also took a tour of the former slave market site. On June 6,
1873 the slave trade was officially abolished in East Africa.
The slave trade continued   underground, though, until 1909.
It’s a sobering and claustrophobic experience to spend even a
short time in the dank dungeons from the 16thcentury where
slaves were squashed together under inhumane conditions
before being taken to market for sale. The slaves from West
Africa were sent to America. Those from East Africa were sent
to Arab countries.

In 1869, Bishop Edward Steere from England settled in
Zanzibar.  Along with some British missionaries, Bishop Steere
purchased the site of the slave market and began building the
Anglican Christ Church there.

"He didn’t like the selling of slaves," my guide at the site,
Freddy, said. "He decided to go to the slave market. After pur-
chasing slaves, he would teach them the bible and convert them
to Christianity and then set them free. This is history. It's very
terrible. Sometimes I feel pain. My ancestors were among
those who were set free from slavery by Bishop Steere." 

Having just seen the movie Bohemian Rhapsody, I visited
Freddie Mercury House, which is now the Tembo House Hotel,
on Kenyatta Road in Old Stone Town. Mercury, the former
lead singer of Queen, was born in Zanzibar in 1946 where his
name was Farrokh Bulsara. His father worked for the British
colonial service  and the family lived in various locations
in Stone Town before immigrating to England.

Meanwhile, Forodhan Park is a busy seafood night market
with n open sea front garden where people wait for friends or
colleagues who are either arriving or leaving on the ferry. 

I crammed so much into my two day visit to Zanzibar. 
Tanzania is unforgettable. 
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“Memory for the
Slaves”  - a monument
in the Anglican cathe-
dral’s garden in Old
Slave Town. It’s  a
sculpture dedicated to
the memory of slaves,
made by Swedish
artist Clara Sornas in
1998. The monument
consists of  five stone
slave figures, men and
women, young and old,
in a pit.

Freddie Mercury House, now a boutique
hotel in Old Stone Town. Mercury,  whose
real name was Farrokh Bulsara, was born
in 1946 in Zanzibar.  
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By CURT SCHLEIER
(JTA) — HBO debuted playwright Paul Rudnick’s

“socially distanced satire” film “Coastal Elites” on
Saturday — and the star of the show is Bette Midler,
whose Jewish character symbolizes the divide
between America’s liberal cities and its heartland.

The film is built on five remotely filmed mono-
logues from characters based in either New York or
Los Angeles during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Midler plays Miriam Nessler, a retired New York
City school teacher who may be the quintessential
coastal elite. And one who is unapologetically Jewish,
who also gets arrested for taking a red Make America
Great Again hat off of a pedestrian on the street and
running away with it.

“He’s wearing jeans and a windbreaker, and the hat
— the red hat. You know the one. The MAGA hat. In New York City, two
blocks from the Public Theater,” Nessler says of the hat-wearer. “It’s like
me going to Nebraska, wearing a yarmulke, waving a rainbow flag while
reading a book!”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nE2lCR9bRiw
Despite her words, Nessler doesn’t quite look down at the rest of the

country. But the truth is that she is by self-definition “a liberal Jewish
woman. On the census, where it says religion, I don’t put down Jewish. I
put down the New York Times.”

To clarify, the print edition.
“Reading the Times online is like having sex with a robot. It’s cleaner and

faster, but you can tell the difference. New York Times online is for gen-
tiles,” Nessler says.

The other characters are Mark Hesterman (played by Jewish actor Dan

Levy), a gay actor auditioning to play the
first gay super hero in a big movie; Callie
Josephson (Isa Rae), a wealthy black
woman who went to private school with
Ivanka Trump; Clarissa Montgomery
(Sarah Paulson), a woman who creates
meditation videos; and Sharynn Tarrows
(Kaitlyn Dever), a nurse from Wyoming
who comes to New York to help during the
pandemic.

Besides the very funny jokes, at at the
center of “Coastal Elites” is a sense of wari-
ness, an unease because after all this time,
after all the news, there is a national divide
over something where there should be
unity.

Rudnick noticed about a year ago that “everybody I knew on every side
of the political divide was in a permanent state of anger and heart break
over the future of the country.” “Coastal Elites” is the result of that feeling.

He was raised in a Jewish household, attended Hebrew school, had a bar
mitzvah, but it was primarily “cultural Jewish.  We’d focus on the Jewish
traditions education and culture and civic responsibility.” At dinner the
family would discuss what was in the Times that morning and on that night.
His parents, he says, “were very good liberals and also deeply curious. And
they emphasized real engagement in life.”

Rudnick, who has written other screenplays, plays, and novels, says he is
“grateful for that great Jewish comic tradition, a way of speaking that’s wry
and skeptical and loving, all at the same time, which is nuts and doesn’t
make any sense at all.”
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Bette Midler shines as an angry Jew in HBO’s ‘Coastal Elites’

Want to catch up on 5780 in Jewish pop culture? 
Start here, with The Almas.

September 11, 2020 (JTA) — Do you ever wish there
were a fun Jewish version of the Oscars? Or the Grammys?
What about a roundup of the best Jewish moments from
across the vast reaches of the internet over the past year?

Alma, one of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency’s partner sites
at 70 Faces Media, does all of that and more in its second
edition of The Almas, a collection of the best Jewish movies,
television, books, music, and celebrity and internet moments
of 5780, the past Jewish year.

It’s not your typical list. In the television category, for
instance, an award goes to “The Show We’re Sitting Shiva For” (it’s “Schitt’s Creek,” which finished
its run this year). In the music category, there’s a “Best Jack Antonoff Production” mention — refer-
encing the Jewish songwriter and how he’s now ubiquitous in the world of pop hit writing (the award
goes to Taylor Swift’s “Folklore” album, to give you an idea of his popularity).

But there are more traditional awards, too, like Breakout Jewish Artist (rapper Doja Cat) and
Breakout Actor (Adam Sandler, for his star dramatic turn in “Uncut Gems“).

“This past year has obviously been very different than any others in recent memory, but with so
many people stuck at home and consuming more media than ever — and with very few things that
feel worthy of celebrating — we wanted to go into the Jewish New Year once again reflecting on all
the exciting, unique ways Jews have represented ourselves in the media and on the internet,” Alma
editor Molly Tolsky said.

Following are some of the award winners in the six different categories of Alma awards:
Television: Unorthodox, the fictional miniseries based on the autobiographical book Deborah

Feldman, was a surprising whirlwind success. The women-helmed show starring the fiery Shira Haas
as Esty Shapiro, a woman who leaves her Hasidic community for Berlin, was nominated for eight
Emmy Awards. 

Movies: Jojo Rabbit was written and directed by Waititi, a Māori Jew, who also stars as an imag-
inary Hitler in the film. Because, as he tweeted, “What better way to insult Hitler than having him
portrayed by a Polynesian Jew?” And, as Mel Brooks said, “If you can reduce Hitler to something
laughable, you win.” In this, Waititi absolutely wins. Jojo Rabbit picks up on two key Jewish ideas:
using humor to deal with tragedy, and dancing as freedom.

Music: Doja Cat was suddenly everywhere this year. Doja Cat, whose real name is Amalaratna
Zandile Dlamini, made waves with a viral song “Mooo!” in 2008, but it wasn’t until her song “Say
So” went viral on TikTok that she truly broke through to mainstream attention. 

Books:  Fiction - Ilana Masad’s debut novel, All My Mother’s Lovers, takes the top Alma for books
this year. It is the story of Maggie, a queer Jewish 27-year-old whose mom dies in a car crash
at the beginning of the novel. The plot takes place over just a few days, during the shiva for
Maggie’s mom, and explores what it means to lose a loved one as well as the complex rela-
tionships between mothers and daughters. It’s everything you want, and need, in a book that
deals with grief and complicated families — all through a Jewish lens. 

Non-fiction: This year, George Soros turned 90. The elderly Jewish philanthropist bil-
lionaire is at the center of many insidious anti-Semitic conspiracy theories, and his place in
the anti-Semitic imagination does not seem to be going anywhere anytime soon. (See: the
accusation he was “paying” Black Lives Matter protestors this past summer.) Jewish jour-
nalist Emily Tamkin dives into the origin of these conspiracy theories — and what makes
them stick. But, The Influence of Soros is not just a look at Soro’s connection to so much
anti-Semitic conspiracies, but the actual impact Soros has had — financially — on so many
causes. 

Check out the full slate of awards here.https://www.heyalma.com/the-almas-5780/



It may
be a
l o n g

way from
Winnipeg
to Cincin-
nati, but I
suggest the
d i s t a n c e

from the Ramah Hebrew School in
1985 to published author and
renowned surgeon and medical
researcher - not to mention also a
passionate chef, is even longer.
Rachel Pauls has covered all that
distance and more. 

Yes, she graduated Ramah and
then went off to Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate and later the University of Manitoba for her medical degree in
1998, when she became Dr. Rachel Pauls. Rachel, by the way, is the daugh-
ter of Brian and Jeanne Pauls (the Brian Pauls of Bridge fame in case you
wondered).

Married to former Winnipegger Cory Pollock and mother to three chil-
dren: Hannah, Jack and Zev, Rachel’s career has been on the ascendency
over the past 30 years. She completed her residency training in Obstetrics
and Gynecology at Washington University School Medicine in St. Louis
and later her fellowship training at the Good Samaritan Hospital in
Cincinnati. Since 2006, Rachel has been on the Faculty for Obstetrics and
Gynecology at TriHealth in Cincinnati where Rachel and her family still
reside.  After that, the titles are plentiful and overwhelming as Rachel has
clearly made a big name for herself in the care of women in a field with an
even longer name - Urogynecology. She is  called on as a lecturer and
researcher and, hard as it is to believe, she has published over 100 journal
articles, so she is on the way to catching her father for his Bridge articles.
She has presented her research all over the world and in 2012 she was a
recipient of an award from the American College of Obstetrics and
Gynecologists as Mentor of the Year. (Who knew?) 

Yet with all of that, and there is a lot of that, Rachel Pauls has entered into
a new territory and indeed a new business. Have you ever heard of
FODMAPs? Well, maybe you know that acronym for the real title which is
Fermantable Oligo Di,- Monosaccarides And Polyols. Ok, that is not like-
ly familiar to you. What will be familiar is IBS or Irritable Bowel
Syndrome, an affliction which affects a large part of the North American
population and beyond that as well. A low- Fodmap diet is the most effec-
tive treatment for IBS and Rachel Pauls is an expert in this area. Moreover,
she is also an avid FODMAP blogger. She became involved in this area
owing to her own bout with IBS. Because of these issues, she took it upon
herself to become educated in the field and became a follower of the low-
FODMAP diet which successfully cleared up her symptoms. 

But Rachel was not willing to just help herself. She decided to help oth-
ers who suffered from IBS and other digestive difficulties and created a
business in 2016 known as Rachel Pauls Food, which can be found at
www.rachelpaulsfood.com. What her company does, among other things,
is to create (courtesy of Rachel) certified low- FODMAP food - and it’s not
just bland food, but legitimately delicious, according to third party reports.
To appreciate what she has done, one really has to go on line and digest (if
you can excuse the pun) the many recipes set out there. Just Google “low
Fodmap recipes” and she will be one of the top results. Of course, you
might also look at her blogs which, according to my sources, reach over
100,000 visitors a month. Check out her Happy Bars - energy rich and
gluten free.

Just recently, Rachel finished her first cookbook, to be published next
month by Fair Winds Press and aimed in particular at the people who suf-
fer from IBS. The book’s goal is to help you “heal your IBS with more than
100 low- Fodmap recipes” and other expert advice. I suggest that this book

has the makings of a big hit. It will be extensively marketed in the USA,
Canada, the UK, and Australia. Rachel is clear that this book is the real-
ization of a dream inspired by her love of the many cookbooks by the late
former Winnipegger, Noreen Gilletz. In fact, Rachel did reach out to
Noreen prior to her death and Rachel was honoured that Noreen made time
to provide her
with guidance. 

Rachel’s book
will be available
through all the
major book sell-
ers in Canada.
So, move over
Brian Pauls.
Your daughter
Rachel has
made a real
name for herself
and possibly her
menus might
even have added
benefits for
Bridge players.  
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Rachel Pauls: former Winnipegger is a renowned expert on Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
and foods that can help patients suffering from IBS

By

GERRY POSNER

RACHEL PAULS, M.D.
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Art 

The coronavirus state of affairs and its
enforced inactivity has provided me with
an opportunity to write about an area of

my life that has been lingering in the background
of my mind in what might be called the “One of
these days” department - which we all carry with
us, and usually keep submerged.

In my case it was art. It certainly opened up a
new area of my life. Since early January I have

been spending more time than usual in my studio, and concentrating more
on my painting.

One cannot
always know the
origin of an idea
for a new paint-
ing. One can
have an unusual
encounter with a
friend, or it can
be the result of a
restless dream-
filled sleep. One
can try to cap-
ture dreams to
express them on
a canvas. There
is often no point
in asking an
artist to explain
one or another of her/his paintings. If there is in fact any sense to an image,
it is in the quest that produced it. If a canvas explains anything, it doubt-
less describes more about the painter than the painting.

When I become discouraged with the world staggering under the enor-
mity of the coronavirus, I escape to my studio which, for me, represents a
world that could be rich in the beauty of life. It is said that“The artist com-
poses, writes, or paints just as he dreams, seizing whatever swims close to
his net. This, not the world seen directly, is his raw material.” 

Sometimes when I become dejected by my own judgement that I have
not yet produced anything really worth a second look, an inner voice coun-
sels: “Patience, man, keep trying for that very special painting”. 

At other times an image can evoke the silence of thought or the jingle of
an idea. It can be one’s way of remembering and recording pieces of one’s
life. Artists have told me that when they find words inadequate to the task
of expressing their feelings, they will take to their paintbrush. Others have
told me that they are at the very apex of their being whilst they are at their
easel. It seems to involve both mind and heart; the former conceives, while
the latter builds. Painting does not stop life nor halt death. But it can make
life somewhat more beautiful, somehow more livable - to think that every-
day some artist produces a work that adds to life’s pleasure. Every artist
can hope that with any luck she / he will one day be privileged to join their
ranks.

Painting requires little equipment, much patience, infinite inspiration-
and much perspiration. The thought that a really good work of art will
deliver joy to the viewer motivates artists to try to make every new attempt
the best ever! There is something special about each new canvas. It’s more
than simply adding paint to it that changes its meaning in the hand of the
artist. Each painting is a story in and of itself. Every piece starts from an
identical blank canvas, but each is completed in its own unique fashion. A
blank canvas is a challenge, a new beginning, another test of skill. One’s
painting starts a process of creation, the making of a story of something
entirely new and distinctively different.

An artwork requires something of the unknown, perhaps some ambigui-
ty, and much imagination or fantasy. If it is too modest it will not entice
curiosity. Each painting can include eccentricities, even contradictions and
confusion. One must never presume that anything one says or does is
absolutely right. Auguste Renoir wrote: “Artists are craftsmen, not story-
tellers. Paint what you see.”

It can be a blessing when one can see beauty that has been overlooked by
others. Happiness is finding joy in the process, more so than in the end
result. I have what can be called a “Triple H”: working simultaneously with
hands, head and heart -all at work towards that masterpiece for which one
constantly strives.

If I have achieved a small measure of success in developing painting as
a hobby that can give anyone some pleasure, I suggest dear reader, if I can
do it - anyone can do it. I started very late in life, with no professional
instruction. When it comes to art, practice may not make perfect but it will
produce pleasure.

If you would like to see more of Harris’s paintings, go to
https://fineartamerica.com/profiles/harris-gulko.html

How art helped to open up a new
chapter in my life

By

HARRIS D. GULKO

“God called the dry land Earth and the waters Seas”
by Harris Gulko



RIO DE JANEIRO (JTA) — Brazil’s only
Hillel house finished up the making of a new
facility in Rio de Janeiro with the help of $1 mil-
lion in donations.

Inaugurated in 2003, Hillel Rio is the only
local Jewish organization for the 3,000 young
Jewish adults ages 18-30 in the city. Unlike in the
U.S., the Hillel is not connected to a university. It
is Hillel’s only facility in Brazil and one of four
in Latin America.

The Rio project is a community-based initia-
tive covering several areas of Jewish learning
and social engagement, including Torah study,
Hebrew classes, Shabbat dinners, career devel-
opment, arts and culture, and more.

Hillel Rio members have been helping ease the
COVID-19 pandemic in several ways, including
by visiting favelas, or Brazil’s impoverished vil-
lages, to distribute masks and teach children
proper hygiene and hand washing techniques.
They have been distributing food packages and
teaching simple recipes that are easy to make
during isolation and with a limited food supply.

The Hillel had been renting a space for 17
years. The final $300,000 for the project were
raised during a campaign blitz among the local

Jewish community during the last week of
August.

“We initially raised the equivalent of
$700,000 even with the daily drop in the value
of the local currency. Donors who had never
considered giving to Hillel are making long-
term commitments to our work,” said Marcia
Kelner Polisuk, director of international
advancement and senior advisor for Latin
America at Hillel International.

“At a time when global philanthropy is
down, organizations are shuttering their doors
and the future is uncertain due to the pandem-
ic. Our small Jewish community is thriving
and looking toward
the future.”

The new Hillel
house is located at the
heart of Ipanema, one
of Rio’s most upscale
districts, where hun-
dreds of the city’s
30,000 Jews live. The
official opening is
slated for mid-2021.

By MYRON LOVE

With Rosh Hashonah just three days away, instead of focusing on
negativity, this opinion piece instead will highlight how Israeli
technology is improving the lives of millions of people living in

rural poverty in Africa, Asia and Latin America through profiles of just two
long-established Israeli outreach programs.

In the August 6 issue of the Jerusalem Post, writers Yael and Shira Levy
report on the success an agricultural studies program that Israel’s Foreign
and Agriculture ministries have been operating since 1995.  The program –
part of the international development activity of the State of Israel –pro-
vides advanced training in modern agriculture to students from developing
countries.

The writers note that the program was designed by the Midwest Arava
Regional Council, starting with 50 foreign workers from Thailand. They
studied in Israeli academic institutions one day a week while working other
days in the Israeli agricultural sector. Enrollment has grown exponentially,
averaging 8,000 applicants annually. Currently more than 4,000 foreign
students participate every year.

Six agricultural centers throughout Israel have taken part in the program.
The centers are responsible for both the academic content of the program
and the externship on the farms. In addition to receiving housing and health
insurance, students are considered employees, and subject to all the provi-
sions of labor law in Israel.

The program runs for about a year, during which the trainees study at the
agricultural center once a week, preparing research under the supervision
of a mentor from the center. The students then spend the rest of the week
applying the theories they have learned in a classroom by working on a
farm. Students are paid for their work, receiving firsthand experience on
the ground along with a broader perspective of the industry.

The students also undergo training in business management and entre-
preneurship.

“The program aims to transform its participants into agricultural entre-
preneur, who can return to their homes with new techniques for growing
both their agricultural and economical endeavors,” Levy and Levy write.

Included in the Levys’ story is an interview with Lee Kreiger, a manager
of the Tel Hai campus of the agrostudies program.  He spoke about the
dynamic of the program.

“I visit the students on the campus or on the farm or in the house and
move around from place to place,” the writers quote him as saying. “It feels
like I’m doing something that affects other people. It is not only for the stu-
dents, it’s for everyone.

“It’s for our farmers in Israel, for the students, and for Israel itself as a
state, because I hear from students all the time how they love Israel, and
when they go back home, they talk about it.

“The students keep in touch with me even after they return to their coun-
tries and tell me about their businesses that they are opening there,” he
added.  “I had a former student who was here on a mushroom farm, and he
founded a mushroom farm in Uganda from the things that he learned here,
and he is selling his products to the market. Every month he sends me
updates showing that his business is getting bigger, as are the profits he
makes. Students who want to can change their lives after they finish this.

“Every time I speak with a student who graduated and they update me

about what they are doing now, it makes me feel that no matter how hard
it is, it’s worth it because I am helping to change their lives there. Before
they leave, we always speak with them in both group and personal conver-
sations, and they tell us how much this year has affected their lives and how
much we have helped them.”

“At the end of the program,” the Levys note, “participants receive a cer-
tificate and the savings they earned, to be used as seed money for estab-
lishing their own agricultural ventures in their own countries.

The program has had a tremendous impact on the promotion of agricul-
ture and food security in the participants’ countries of origin, and on the
establishment of foreign relations between Israel and those countries –
even those without pre-existing diplomatic relations with Israel.”

Innovation: Africa is
another Israeli-based
program that is trans-
forming people’s
lives.  Founded in
2008 by CEO Sivan
Ya’ari, the New York-
based non-profit
brings Israeli solar,
water and agricultural
technologies to rural
Africa.

From the organiza-
tion’s website: “The
main challenge in
most African coun-
tries is the lack of
access to energy need-
ed to pump water,
power schools and
medical centers along
with powering vac-
cine refrigerators”.

Over the past 12
years, Innovation:
Africa has completed
over 300 solar and
water installations
bringing light, access
to clean water,
improved education,
refrigeration for vac-
cines and medicines,
and food security
impacting more than 2
million people in 10
African countries.

Now that is
Tikkun Olam!

Tikkun Olam: Israeli technology helping improve millions of lives in Africa, Asia, Latin America
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Les, Michaela & Jaron  
wish everyone a 

Happy and Healthy New Year
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Brazil has one Hillel house for young Jews. Now it has its own facility.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Memoriams, and Unveilings

$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo: $15
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

SOLOMON (ZALMAN) MASARSKY
Sol was born in

Winnipeg on December
4th, 1925 and passed
away on June 29th,
2020 at the Grace
Hospital with family by
his side. His funeral was
held on July 1st, 2020
and was meaningfully
conducted by Tracy
Kasner Greaves.

Sol was a very hard-
working and indepen-
dent man. He had a

great sense of humour and was well liked by all he
came in contact with.

He loved his beautiful farm in Stony Mountain, a
short commute from the city, where we lived. We
have fond memories of celebrations, BBQ’s,
hayrides, cycling, and walks. Dad served as the large
animal zookeeper for the municipality and we liter-
ally had a menagerie of unclaimed lost animals
including a Shetland pony and a billy goat. Although
a busy guy with the farm operation, he made sure we
attended the Red River Ex every summer. He loved
all manner of mechanical things including skidoos
and dune buggies. Our dad had a zest for life!

In his later years, he regularly attended Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre for exercise and social
activities. He discovered that many of the friends he
made at Gwen Secter found their way to the Simkin
Centre, where he lived for five years. When he lost
his ability to walk, he did not despair, he got wheels
and motored everywhere on his electric wheelchair.
He was a regular at Shabbat Services and joyfully
participated in recreation activities. He tenderly
watered his tomato plants daily in the home garden.
Dad received care that made a difference from many,
including Sara, Cheryll, Olga(s), Gemma, Manny,
Joey, Salfie, Connie, and others.

Sol is predeceased by his wife, Marion, and son
Mark. He leaves behind his children - Harold,
Rochelle (Ed), Nancy (Laurie), Gail, and Earl
(Linda), and grandchildren - Katie, Carly, Alex, and
Anna.

JUDITH ZIMMER
The family of Judith Zimmer is heartbroken to

announce her sudden passing on Monday, July 27,
2020 in Winnipeg at the age of 90. Predeceased by
parents Joachim and Antonia Kaufmann, brother
Michael Kaufmann, and husband Emil Zimmer. 

Judy was a loving mother to Dr. Ken and Lori
Zimmer, and Dr. Alex Zimmer, and a loving Baba to
Jenna, Lexie and Emily. She was a caring aunt, rela-
tive, and friend. 

Judy spent a large  part of her childhood and early
teen years with her mother in different labour camps
during the Second World War. Thankfully, Judy (and
her parents and brother) survived that tragedy and
when she was 18 years old Judy and her husband
Emil came to Canada. They immediately sponsored
her parents and brother to come to Canada. 

Judy had little English and very little information
about her new country, but her passion for living,
that same energy that allowed her to survive the
Holocaust, gave her strength to start this new journey
and chapter of her life in Canada. Judy did not let her
past write her future and always overcame every-
thing life brought her. She did whatever needed to be
done for her family, including joining the workforce
when her husband passed away at an early age.

Judy had many dear friends and loved spending
time with them, especially playing cards. She loved
to cook and bake. But above all else, Judy dedicated
her life to her family. She was a beloved and dedi-
cated mother, a wonderful Baba, and a fantastic aunt
to her nieces and nephews. A loving daughter, sister,
sister-in-law, and friend. She was like a mother and
Baba to many family members and extended family.
Judy welcomed people into her home with open
arms. Judy was caring, warm, empathetic and non-
judgemental. She was always available to dispense
wisdom and advice.

Judy was a very special woman and became the
matriarch of her family. Judy will be deeply missed
by all the people who had the privilege to receive so
much from her for so many years.

Graveside funeral was held at Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery on Wednesday, July 29, 2020. Rabbi
Anibal Mass officiated. Pallbearers were Lexie
Zimmer, Dr. Robert Kaufmann, Becky Kaufmann,
Gary Kaufmann, Dr. Alex Zimmer and Louis
Kessler. Donations in Judy’s memory may be given
to a charity of one’s choice.

BARRY ALVIN GREEN  
August 15, 1952 - August 4, 2020

With profound sad-
ness we announce the
sudden passing of our
dear brother and cher-
ished uncle, Barry
Green, on Tuesday,
August 4, 2020, a few
days shy of his 68th
birthday.

Barry overcame many
hardships and obstacles
during his lifetime.

Although he struggled with physical and cognitive
challenges from birth, he accepted his lot in life with
happiness and positivity.

Barry was employed with the Manitoba
Government Postal Services for 25 years. 

Barry enjoyed many years of supported indepen-
dent living, at the Rosh Pina Housing Co-op. It was
there that a special person noticed Barry required
more care and support. Wendy Weisbrodt, Home
Care Coordinator of Winnipeg North, made the con-
nection with Nancy Hughes, Executive Director of
Shalom Residences, which began the process for
Barry to have the most wonderful, meaningful and
caring independent life. Barry travelled to
Vancouver, Toronto, Las Vegas and more, and
attended all of Shalom’s celebrations and events.
Barry was happy, busy and fulfilled. He also fulfilled
a dream and travelled to Israel with the support of
Rabbi Shalom Rappaport, OBM.

Barry was the consummate Winnipeg fan - the
Bombers, the Jets, the Wesman as well as Burton
Cummings and Randy Bachman, two of his all-time
favourites.

The last two and half years of Barry’s life were
spent at the Simkin Centre where he blossomed into
the “Official Greeter / Ambassador” of the Centre.
Always in a Jets t-shirt, jersey or t-shirt with favorite
slogans, Barry had his place in the lobby and was
always up for a good game of Jewish geography and
a warm welcome for visitors and residents of the
Simkin Centre.

Nothing was more important to Barry than his
family, whom he always spoke of with love and
pride. We would look forward to Barry’s daily calls,
which now are sorely missed.

As a brother, it was he who taught us by example
the most important, basic lessons in life; to appreci-
ate what we have, to love our family and to show
compassion and empathy to others. 

Barry was predeceased by his devoted parents,
Rowena (July 1976) and Irwin (June 2007) and by
his adoring grandparents, Manly and Goldie
Rosenblat and Harry and Ida Green. Barry is sur-
vived by his sisters, Sharon Zalik (Gordon Kay) and
Marsha Friedman, as well as his loving nieces, Ronit
and Kari Zalik and Shira and Hadara Friedman, all
special and adored in his eyes.

Gratitude and appreciation to the caring staff at
Community Living Disability Services, home care,
all the staff at Shalom Residences, with special men-
tion to Natasha and Darren, to the warm and com-
passionate staff on Weinberg 2, as well as Barry’s
buddies in the Administrative Offices and front desk
at Simkin. 

Thanks to Dr. Cara Katz for her expert medical
care and for giving Barry a new lease on life.

Barry was laid to rest on Thursday, August 6 at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery. Rabbi Avrohom Altein
officiated.

If desired, donations in Barry’s memory can be
made to Shalom Residences, the Simkin Centre or to
a charity of your choice.

Rest in peace dear brother and Uncle Barry. We
will miss you and love you forever.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
SEPT. 16

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MORRIS
SCHEIMAN

who passed away
September 22, 1995

27 Days in Elul, 5756
— Always in our hearts and
forever loved by his daughters
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MIRIAM
ROTHSTEIN

who passed away
September 18, 1938

22 Days in Elul
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by  your daughter
Helen.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzheit

In loving memory of

BEN
CHOCHINOV

“A beacon of wit and wisdom”

who passed away

September 17, 2015

4 days in Tishrei

Loving husband, father and

zaida

Neighborhood pharmacist and

North Star to many a lost soul

 —Always remembered and

sadly missed by his wife Sherry,

children  Alecs (Ruth), Cindy

(Charles), Lori (Andy), Shale

(Sary), Michelle (Morry),  and

grandchildren

In Memoriam
36th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IRVING
BRICKER
who passed away

September 26, 1984
29 Days in Elul

— Forever  remembered,
sadly missed, always in our
hearts and loved by your
children, grandchildren,
great-grandson, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory

of my dad

HARVEY LEON
PFEFFER

Some people come into our
lives and quickly go.
Others stay for a while, leave
footprints on our hearts and
we are never the same.
— Naomi
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MEMORIAMS CONTINUED
ON NEXT PAGE

In Memoriam

In remembrance of

HERSZ ("HARRY")
ODWAK

who passed away
October 3, 1987

10 Days in Tishrei (5748)
— Loved and eternally missed
by his children Hartley, Mindy,
and family.

In Memoriam

ABE
HELMAN
who passed away

November 22, 1976
29 Chesvan, 5737

SARAH
HELMAN
who passed away
January 19, 1988

29 Tevet, 5748
- Always remembered with love by  your daughter Paula, son-in-
law Bill and grandchildren Ronald and Marla and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

ABRAHAM
WORB

who passed away
April 23, 1963
29 Nisan, 5723

SONIA
WORB

who passed away
February 19, 1990

24 Shevat, 5750
— Always remembered with love by your son Bill, daughter-in-
law Paula, grandchildren Ronald and Marla and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

CHAIM ADELMAN
who passed away

April 16, 1983
4 days in Iyar

37th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

GITEL ADELMAN
who passed away
August 26th, 1995

30 Days in Av

25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your loving children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN LEPKIN
who passed away

April 17, 1986
8 Days in Nissan, 5746

In loving memory of

SARAH LEPKIN
who passed away

November 28, 2008
1 Day in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your loving children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDDIE
SHINDLEMAN

who passed away
September 19, 1998

28 Days in Elul, 5758
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARVEY LEON
PFEFFER
who passed away

September 20, 1998
29 Days in Elul

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by wife Shelley,
children Daniel, Naomi,
Aaron & Leah, loving family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARAH BURKE
who passed away

September 16, 1974
29 Days in Elul, 5734

Loving memories will never die,
As years roll on and days go by.
Deep in our hearts a memory is
kept
Of our dear one we lost and
will never forget.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MENDL STERN
who passed away
October 4, 2005
1 Day in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
sadly missed by his wife
Chana.In Memoriam

23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEA KREMER
who passed away
October 7, 1997
6 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her friends.

2nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM KLAPMAN
who passed away

September 12, 2018
3 days in Tishrei, 5779

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving wife
Ruth, children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren,  family
and friends.

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DANIEL
GUTKIN

who passed away
September 28, 2005

24th Day in Elul
Always in our thoughts, we deeply cherish the memories we have
of each of them.
— Forever Loved and Honoured in the Hearts and Lives of their
Children, Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren.

In loving memory of

DOROTHY
GUTKIN

who passed away
October 5, 2005

2nd Day in Tishrei



In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MRS. NETTIE FOX
who passed away

September 23, 1977
11 Days in Tishrei

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
SKEPT. 23

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JODI LAYNE
BERNSTEIN

who passed away
September 29, 1981
1st Day of Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAYMOND
MINKIN

who passed away
September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Beverly and son Shane.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MYRNA KREEL
who passed away

September 28, 2018
19 days in Tishrei

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children and grandson.

In loving memory of

NORMAN
YURMAN
who passed away

September 20, 2015
7 days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
greatly missed by his wife and
family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving remembrance of our
beloved and visionary
father and grandfather

ISRAEL ASPER
OC, OM

who passed away
October 7, 2003

11 Days in Tishrei
— Still so much in our hearts

and sadly missed by his

children, grandchildren and

friends.  Not a day goes by

where we don’t think of him

(especially when we are at

Falcon Lake), and wish he

were still here with us.

20th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE WOHL
who passed away
October 10, 2000
11 days in Tishrei

With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your  children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren,
family and friends.

In loving memory of

ZLOTA
MARGOLIS

who passed away
September 19, 2010
11 days in Tishrei

— Missing your beautiful
smile and infectious laugh.
Heartbroken by your absence,
forever loved and missed by
your children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

SARAH
HENOCH
who passed away

September 25, 1993
10 Days in Tishrei

In mind a constant thought
In heart a silent sorrow.
- With tears in our eyes and an
ache in our hearts, we light a
candle in your beautiful
memory.
— Your love is our legacy

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
MELNICER

who passed away
October 8, 2000
9 days in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
forever  loved by his  children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDWARD
POSNER
who passed away

September 17, 1999
8 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Sylvia,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

PHYLLIS
NEWMAN
who passed away

September 28, 2017
8th of Tishrei, 5778

You’re always in our hearts
— Ever rememered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHIL RUBIN
who passed away

September 16, 2018
7 days in Tishrei

– The memory of your loving,
calm, and gentle nature will
be forever cherished by your
wife, Ruthie, daughters,
Marni and Lainey, son-in-law,
Hilary, granddaughters, Iris
and Amelia, family and
friends.
  Your death will never erase
the great impact of your life!

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEVERLEY
“BRINEY”

LOVE
who passed away

September 18, 2007
6 Days in Tishrei

“YOU WILL LIVE IN OUR
HEARTS FOREVER”

— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
sisters, and family.

In Memoriam

Sept. 23, 1954 - Sept. 10, 2002
25 Elul, 5714 - 5 Tishrei, 5763

SHELLEY
WEISS

— Loved and missed by  Erin
and Evan, Francie and Eric,
Abby, Jill and Richard,
Beverley and Bryan, Michael
and Lainie.
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Brooklyn hospital wants to fire doctor over
anti-Semitic posts like ‘Go beat up a Zionist’

September 11, 2020
(JTA) — The yearlong
battle between a doctor
and a New York hospital
trying to fire him over
anti-Semitic and anti-
gay posts will be back in
court next week.

New York-
Presbyterian Brooklyn
Methodist Hospital has tried to dismiss Walid Khass from his position as a
pediatric resident since 2019, the Forward  Thursday. In recent years,
Khass has written on separate posts on social media “Go beat up a Zionist,”
“You trust the Jews — I never did” and “I hope only Israelis get ebola.” He
also wrote that Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi’s mother was
Jewish, meaning that she belongs to a “higher group run the corrupt
world.”

Khass was admitted to the hospital’s residency program, but then was
informed he had been found unsuitable. He sued the hospital to be read-
mitted to the program and won.

The hospital, which treats many Jewish patients, appealed the decision
and is due to argue its case at a Sept. 17 hearing in Brooklyn state Supreme
Court, according to the Forward. It says Khass cannot remain because
some of his posts condoned or encouraged violence.

“These posts would cause serious and extreme hardship on the Program
because it would interfere with the Program’s ability to serve a patient pop-
ulation consisting of a large number of Orthodox Jews,” one filing said.

Khass’ lawyer did not respond to a request for comment by the Forward.
Officials at New York-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital also were
not available to comment, the report said.



By BERNIE BELLAN

In 1926 a group of
young men gathered
together to form a

club. One of those
young men was Ellie
Weinberg, who was 17
at the time. Later Ellie
had two daughters:
Judy (Git) and Rona
(Perlov). 

Rona’s husband
David happened to tell
me that Rona had in her
possession a minute
book belonging to her
father which recorded
the minutes of the club
from its very first days.
We present here some
excerpts from that 94-
year old minute book.
(Interestingly, the for-
mation of the club fol-
lowed by one year the
inception of both The
Jewish Post and The
Western Jewish News.)

In perusing the minute
book what I found par-
ticularly strange is that
no mention is ever made
of where a meeting of
the club took place. Did the members have a regular meeting place?
Apparently not, although at a certain point discussion ensues as to whether
they should have a regular clubroom.

But, if anything emerges as a dominant theme in the first year of the club,
it is that the members were obsessed with picayune details, ranging from
fines for members to constant rewriting of the club’s constitution. It is sig-
nificant that not until almost one full year of the club’s existence does a
member even ask what the club is for.

Of course, it is important to understand the context in which this minute
book – and the club, emerged. In 1926 the Albert Street YMHA did not yet
exist. While there was something called the YMHA it was constantly relo-
cating – from office block to office block (and once in the back of a deli-
catessen).

So, what there were instead were individual clubs formed by young men,
often primarily for sports, also for the purpose of fraternization and occa-
sional socializing with members of the opposite sex. But, after having
taken a solid look at the minutes of Ellie’s Weinberg’s club over a one-year
period beginning in October 1926, if there is anything to draw from these
often amusing minutes, it is that there was no end of bickering among club
members, with expulsions, threatened expulsions, fines and an endless
debate whether the members should order cards or buttons dominating dis-
cussion. 

I think you will agree, after reading the following excerpts from the meet-
ings of the club – which eventually adopted the name “Rollickers” that its
members were all pre-destined to become lawyers. (Whether that’s true or
not doesn’t matter; their endless arguing would have paved the way for any
of them should they have chosen that eventual profession.)

From the minutes of Oct. 2, 1926 (founding of the club – strangely, no
mention made of where the meeting was held or the names of all who were
in attendance): 

“Suggestions for name”
The Doo –Dads – Harry Firestone
The Ne’ever do Wells – Joe Goltzman
The Mentors – Lewis Swartzman
The Timebeaters – Lewis Swartzman
The Marathons – Lewish Swartzman
The Happy Family – Harry Firestone (Ed. note: Apparently Harry

Firestone didn’t want to be outdone by Lewis Swartzman when it came to
suggesting names.)

The Rollickers – Elias Weinberg
Friends in Need – Irving Levi
The Comrads – Irving Levi
The Gold Diggers – Irving Levi
The Nifties – Joe Goltzman
The minutes then go on to record all the objections that various members

had to the respective names. After a vote on a name – and with no clear

winner, it was decided to hold over the choice of the name until the next
meeting on Oct. 9. (The minutes record a certain number of votes for
names, but it is not clear how many members there actually were.) 

From the minutes of Oct. 9:
Various names of prospective members were put forward.
More discussion of a name for the club. After many objections from var-

ious members to different names, the name “Rollickers” is chosen by a 6-
1 vote. (So that’s how many members

In 1926 a club made up of young Jewish men formed... Apparently their
biggest concern was whether members should have cards or buttons.
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The above picture is from some time in the
1940s. On the far left is Ellie Weinberg, an
original member of the “Rollickers”, a club
made up of young Jewish men in their late
teens that formed in 1926. While it is not
clear whether Ellie Weinberg himself kept
the club’s minutes, the minute book is now
in the possession of his daughter, Rona
Perlov. 
The two men immediately to Ellie’s left
remain unidentified. The fellow at the top is
Hy Magorel, Ellie’s brother-in-law; to Hy’s
left is his father (and Ellie’s father-in-law),
Joe Magorel. The fellow at the bottom of the
photo is Ellie’s friend Sam Wiseman (who,
by the way, was the father of Dr. Nathan
Wiseman).

(Continued on next page.)
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there were. Puzzle solved.)
It was moved, however, by member H.

Firestone that “a fine be imposed on disorderly
members”…seconded and carried. (Seven mem-
bers and they can’t have an orderly meeting?)

From the minutes of Oct. 16:
C. Hollenberg objects to fine. (No reason given

as to why he was fined.)
The minutes also note that L. Swartzman and

H. Firestone both show that the fine would be no
hindrance. The minutes go on to discuss the
upcoming Halloween party and at whose house
it will be held. 

Finally, the minutes record that Weinberg and
Levi are both fined 1¢.

Meeting of Oct. 30 called on account of party
Over the next few weeks it appears that sever-

al new members joined the club. In the minutes
of Nov. 20 it is noted that L. Swartzman objects
to “having more than 12 members”.

J. Goltzman suggested that if there is a large
number of members, clubrooms might be rented.

Suggested by L. Swartzman that J. Goltzman
sit down.

W. Gruber suggested that a great number
would lead to “divinity”.

J. Goltzman suggested that we could support a
room and it would not lead to divinity.

Skip to minutes of Dec. 22 – as New Year’s
Eve draws closer no house is chosen to host a
party yet. (It’s only nine days away and they
don’t have a house yet?)

The discussion turns serious: Suggested by H.
Firestone to discuss the house for the party.

House offered by L  Swartzman
Hats or crackers objected to by L. Swartzman

& E. Weinberg
Moved by W. Gruber that hats or crackers be

eliminated. (It seems that “crackers” in this con-
text refer to the type of noisemaker to be used,
not the food to be eaten.)

For 4. Against 2
But then the minutes say “crackers to be used”

– no further explanation given of this radical
turnabout

Horns accepted.
Whistles objected to by L Swartzman
Moved by J. Goltzman that we have 10 horns

& 10 whistles.
5 for. Carried.
Balloons – accepted. Streamers – accepted.

Confetti eliminated
Prize dis-

cussed

There were many other Jewish clubs in the
1920s. In the picture above we have members
of “GE-NO-US, one of six clubs that formed
the “Association of Jewish Boys Clubs” in that
era. (Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada photo)

(Continued from previous page.)

(Continued on next page.)
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Powder puff suggested by H. Firestone
Perfume suggested by H. Firestone
L. Swartzman objects to prize on grounds that

girls will be jealous of winner. (Note: the first
reference in the minutes to “girls”.)

Votes for prize – 6
Votes for 75¢ prize – carried. Booby prize

accepted.
Some serious discussion follows as to the type

of refreshments to be served.

Next meeting is held Dec. 25. Obviously
preparations for the New Year’s Eve party
require a special meeting be held. It isn’t until
this meeting that the location of the party is
determined: L. Swartzman’s house – 369 Stella
Ave.

Meeting of Jan.1 – no discussion of the party.
(Ah – that’s too bad.)

But – 2 members tender their resignations from
the club: C. Hollenberg &  C. Schom (no expla-
nation given, but their resignations are accepted
– first hint of real rancor within the ranks)

“Drawn up a motion that members do not use
a large vocabulary.” (No examples cited.)

Election of officers.
Subsequent meetings: discussion of toboggan

party. Again – much discussion of foods to be
brought by individual members.

Apparently there were problems with some
members not paying dues. Much discussion of
whether members are to be asked to resign if
their dues are in arrears.

First reference is made to “The Octopus” – the
Rollickers’ journal

Duties assigned for various sections: social
column, art & science, views, ticklish tales
(wonder that those might have been), heart &
home problems, questions to the editor to be sub-
mitted by all – pretty ambitious endeavour for a
club of only 12 guys.

Meeting of Feb. 19:
W. Gruber introduces C. Hershfield as

prospective new member. L. Swartzman states
that he already belongs to a good club – over-
ruled. (First reference to other clubs in existence)

M. Jeffries says we can get a room in the small
Talmud Torah to meet in. (No further reference
to this. Did they get a room anywhere? It’s not
clear.)

Meeting of  March 16:
J. Goltzman criticizes W. Gruber for not con-

tributing to the Octopus.
He questions members who failed to enter their

contributions. Criticizes all members hotly.
In minutes from subsequent meetings much of

the discussion centres around whether the mem-
bers should have cards and, if so, where they
should be printed. As debate continued for weeks
arguments soon develop as to whether “buttons”
would be better than cards. There are also con-
stant references as to whether members should
have “speeches”. (It never seems to be clear
whether speeches were wanted or not.)

Then – seemingly without any reference to any
prior discussion, the following entry in the
minute book on May 14 is recorded:

CLUB TO BE STRICTLY STAG – there is no
indication that a vote was taken or that any
motion was ever made. Why is this in the min-
utes, one wonders?

The next series of meetings move along with-
out much in the way of anything that might be
considered controversial mentioned (although
there are still
occasional refer-

(Continued from previous page.)

(Continued on next page.)
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ences to the buttons vs. cards debate). Then, in the
June 16 minutes there is this entry: “H. Firestone
says that I. Levi resigns because he does not see
any club spirit among the members.”

“L. Swartzman agrees that there is no club spirit”
– but that’s it. No further discussion of the subject.

Then on July 2, we see this entry: “J. Goltzman
offers to look after buttons.” (Are we nearing the
end of this long and painful negotiation over but-
tons vs. cards?)

At the same meeting moreover it looks like the
Octupus has been replaced by the “Rollicker”  - the
official journal of the Rollickers. (What happened
to the Octopus I wonder?)

July 16 – J. Goltzman brings up the subject of
buttons – again, saying they are going to cost $1.50
each. (Seems pretty pricey for a button in 1926.)

The next few meetings are devoted to yet more
procedural matters, but the question whether there
should be both an anniversary party and a
Halloween party comes up consistently. (If these
guys were great at anything it certainly was pro-
crastinating.)

Meeting of August 20: J. Goltzman gives his
approval of the buttons. 

Does that mean they actually now have buttons
or simply that the design of the buttons has been
approved? It’s not at all clear from the minutes,
although a clue that the buttons may actually exist
at that point is given here: “Moved by J. Lander
that a member on entering the club may either take
or refuse the club button. If taken, then an oath sup-
plemental to the original (oath) shall be taken
regarding the possession of the button, and a
deposit of 75¢ be given.”

From minutes of Sept. 6: “J. Goltzman makes
opening speech on reforming of our club. He wants
to derive some benefit out of the club by discussing
current events.

“Moved by J. Goltzman that the Rollickers Club
have as a definite part of its programme, intellectu-
al speeches, debates on current topics, etc.
Seconded by E. Weinberg, carried unanimously.

“Each member delivers speeches on the subject,
all favourable.”

From the Sept. 17 minutes (and this is the first
reference to anything that might give a hint as to
what the members talked about, other than proce-
dural matters):

“Topics: L. Schwartzman: Whether the govern-
ment should bar dangerous flying or not.

“E. Weinberg: A thorough investigation of the
Sacco-Venzetti case.

“H. Firestone: A little discussion on what the
future has in store for us both immediately and as a
club. Withdrawn.”

That’s it – a little slice of our community’s histo-
ry. 

(Continued from previous page.)



September 7, 2020  (JTA) — Dean Kremer,
the first Israeli baseball player to be drafted into
the Major Leagues, was called up to the
Baltimore Orioles and earned a victory in his
debut — all in less than 24 hours.

Kremer led the Orioles to a 5-1 win over the
New York Yankees on Sunday, Sept. 6, allowing
just one hit and one earned run while striking out
seven in six innings on Sunday afternoon. He got
the call that he would be starting at 10:30 the
previous evening, MiLB.com .

Kremer, 24, was born in California to Israeli
parents. He was drafted in 2015 by the San
Diego Padres but did not sign, opting to play
another year at the college level. In 2016 he was
by the Los Angeles Dodgers and signed with the
team. He was traded to the Orioles in July 2018
and had been playing in the minor leagues until
the call-up.

The 6-3, 185-pound righthander pitched for the
Israeli national team in the 2014 European
Championships and in the 2017 World Baseball
Classic. He also played for the gold-medal win-
ning Team USA in the 2013 Maccabiah Games
in Israel.

While Kremer is the first Israeli citizen to pitch
in the Major Leagues, he is not the first Israeli
citizen to play in the majors. That designation
belongs to Ryan Lavarnway, who obtained
Israeli citizenship in November in order to play
for Team Israel at the Tokyo Olympics this year,
but they were postponed to next summer due to
the coronavirus. Lavarnway was called up to the
Miami Marlins in August but was later designat-
ed for assignment.

Kremer’s entire extended family, including his
grandparents, lives in Israel, and one of his
brothers is serving in the Israeli army. His  is
Haim Saban, the American-Israeli billionaire
businessman who  and also played a role in last
month’s deal normalizing Israel’s relations with
the United Arab Emirates.

Kremer says he is happy to be a role model for
Israeli children who want to play professional
baseball.

“It’s awesome to be able to hold the torch, so
to speak, for guys like me,” Kremer told
MiLB.com. “There is a list and it’s growing
every year. We’re just showing the kids over
there that it’s possible.”

He has told reporters that he takes his
Jewishness seriously and would not pitch on
Yom Kippur, the CBS affiliate in Baltimore .
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Sports

Dean Kremer, first Israeli drafted
into the Major Leagues, notches a
win in Orioles pitching debut

Dean Kremer pitches for the Baltimore
Orioles in his Major League debut against the
New York Yankees at Oriole Park at Camden
Yards on Sept. 6, 2020 in Baltimore,
Maryland. (Mitchell Layton/Getty Images)

(JTA) — The Tampa Bay Buccaneers have
signed Jewish quarterback Josh Rosen, a first
round draft pick in 2018, to their practice squad,
ESPN is reporting.

Rosen was released Friday by the Miami
Dolphins on Friday after unsuccessful attempts
to trade him. The Bucs, who signed former New
England Patriots star Tom Brady in the offsea-
son, are Rosen’s third team in three seasons.

Rosen, 23, was drafted by the Arizona
Cardinals as the 10th overall pick in the 2018
National Football League draft.

As part of the practice squad, he can be signed
to another team’s active roster at any time.

Rosen told the league’s online magazine at the

time of the
draft that he
was motivat-
ed to play
well by the
anti-Semitic
slurs he
often hears
on the field.

A 2014
p r o f i l e
noted that
Rosen became a bar mitzvah and attends Seder
every Passover, but he also celebrates Christmas
and he called himself “kind of an atheist.”

NFL quarterback Josh Rosen signed by Tampa Bay Buccaneers

Josh Rosen (right) and some
guy named Brady 



By PHILISSA CRAMER 
September 13, 2020 (JTA) — Men packed

into a late-night prayer service at Chabad’s main
synagogue in Brooklyn Saturday night, in viola-
tion of New York’s health rules and against the

advice of local doctors.
On Friday, the Gedaliah Society, a collective of

doctors that has been advising Orthodox Jews in
Crown Heights during the coronavirus pandemic,
issued a stern exhortation against attending ser-
vices at the synagogue, located inside Chabad’s
headquarters at 770 Eastern Parkway.

“Given the recent developments of continued
positive cases in our community, many of which
are associated with 770, and given the inherent
crowded indoor mixing nature of 770, we strong-
ly advise that all people avoid davening in 770
for the time being,” the doctors wrote in an
update posted to their blog and amplified by mul-
tiple news sites serving Crown Heights Orthodox
community members. “There is significant risk
of contracting the virus in 770 currently.”

Also on Friday, the synagogue’s managers
decreed that masks would be required for anyone
entering and said that a service on Saturday night
would be limited to a small number of partici-
pants, according to the Orthodox news service
COLlive. Photos showed piles of surgical masks
ready to be distributed to visitors.

Yet a livestream from the main synagogue at
Chabad’s headquarters showed the cavernous
space filled with men packed closely together
during the Selichot service held the Saturday
night before Rosh Hashanah. While some wore
masks, many did not.

The service did not conform to New York’s
rules, which currently allow houses of worship to
operate at up to a third of their capacity, provid-
ed that 6 feet of distance can be maintained
between people from different households. (A
lawsuit this summer argued that houses of wor-
ship should not be held to a higher standard than
other indoor gathering places; malls are currently
allowed to operate at 50% capacity.)

The gathering — which was likely the largest
but by no means the only crowded service taking
place Saturday night — comes as the number of
cases appears to be on the rise in New York’s
Orthodox communities, inducing fear about
whether schools and synagogues can safely con-
tinue to operate. COVID tests in another heavily

Amid increasing COVID alarm, packed services 
held at Chabad’s Brooklyn headquarters Saturday night
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Worshippers danced late into the night at
770 Eastern Parkway in Brooklyn after
Selichot services early on Sunday, Sept. 13,
2020. (Screenshot from livestream)

Orthodox Brooklyn neighborhood, Borough
Park, have come back positive at more than
four times the citywide rate recently, and large
gatherings such as weddings have been eyed as
a culprit in the virus’ spread there.

770 Eastern Parkway closed for the first time
ever in March as the pandemic settled over
New York City. Its reopening in June, which
featured dense and largely unmasked crowds,
offered a sign that many in Brooklyn’s
Orthodox communities felt the worst had
passed.

Local doctors and community leaders are
now trying to shake that sense of security.
“Over the past 24 hours we have become
aware of multiple new cases of COVID here in
Crown Heights, both in residents and those
from out of town,” the Gedaliah Society post-
ed early Sunday morning. “This represents for
the first time since Purim [in March] a very
worrisome surge in new cases.”



September 11, 2020 WASHING-
TON (JTA) — Bahrain will normalize
ties with Israel at a White House cere-
mony next week, President Donald
Trump said Friday on Twitter, less than
a month after the United Arab Emirates
agreed to normalize ties with the Jewish
state.

Trump said at the White House that he
believed more Arab nations would soon
sign on to normalization with Israel, and
senior White House adviser Jared
Kushner outlined a strategy to the deal-
making: Removing the issue of
Palestine as a top priority for Arabs and
Muslims, as it has been for decades.

“Another HISTORIC breakthrough
today!” Trump exclaimed in his Twitter
announcement. “Our two GREAT
friends Israel and the Kingdom of
Bahrain agree to a Peace Deal – the sec-
ond Arab country to make peace with Israel in 30 days!”

He attached to another tweet a joint statement of the United States,
Bahrain and Israel.

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1304464848831631361

Bahrain and to a lesser extent the UAE have had informal relations with
Israel for years. Last year, Bahrain hosted a summit unveiling the econom-
ic portion of the Trump administration’s Israeli-Palestinian peace proposal
— Kushner, Trump’s Jewish son-in-law, was its architect — and allowed
Israeli journalists to cover the event.

But official normalization of ties is a significant advance for Israel’s
ambition to make peace with its Middle Eastern neighbors, and for the
Trump administration’s Middle East policy.

Trump in a White House appearance after the announcement said he
expected more states to sign on.

“As more countries normalize relations with Israel, which will happen
quite quickly we believe, the region will become more and more stable,
secure and prosperous,” Trump said.

Kushner in a briefing with reporters said the overall strategy was one of
unlatching Muslim and Arab lands from their attachment to the Palestinian
cause, which he believes will help nudge the Palestinians toward a deal.

“I think that this will help reduce tensions in the Muslim world and allow
people to separate the Palestinian issue from their own national interests
and from their foreign policy, which should be focused on their domestic
priorities, and so I think you’re going to continue to see momentum,” he
said.

The statement pledged that the parties would continue to seek a “just,
comprehensive and enduring resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.”
It also said that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Bahraini
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa “express their deep appreciation to
President Trump for his dedication to peace in the region.” Trump was
nominated last week for a Nobel Peace Prize for the UAE deal.

The Trump administration is discussing with the UAE the possibility of
selling the monarchy advanced stealth combat aircraft — something that
Israel and Democrats in Congress oppose. Asked on the briefing call
whether there were any such incentives for Bahrain, Kushner suggested
that none were needed because Bahrain was eager to solidify ties with
Israel.

He noted that when Bahrain hosted the event last year to promote invest-
ment in the Palestinian areas, the country invited private Israeli business-
men to attend, although Israel officials were absent.

“Bahrain was very forward-leaning and inviting Israelis and people from
throughout the region — we had all the leading businesspeople there,” he
said.

Kushner said he had a Torah written in the king’s honor in gratitude for
hosting the event.

He kept insisting that prior to his initiatives, Bahrain and Israel had few
exchanges, although this is not the case.

“There has not been a lot of interaction between Israel and Bahrain and
we’ve been able to broker this breakthrough at the leadership level,” he
said.

In fact, Bahrain has been hosting Israeli delegations since the Madrid
process launched by the George H. W. Bush administration in the early
1990s, and since the mid-2000s has shared informal intelligence and com-
mercial ties, in part because both nations perceive a dire threat from Iran.

Rabbi Levi Shemtov, the
executive vice president of the
Washington-based American
Friends of Lubavitch (Chabad),
helped advance relations
between the countries in the
mid-2000s by bringing together
Bahraini and Israeli officials,
including ambassadors to
Washington, the foreign minis-
ter, and the king, at events, pri-
vately and then in public.
Chabad for the past five years
has had a presence in the
United Arab Emirates.

Shemtov told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency that the
Jewish presence in both coun-
tries — Bahrain has a small
indigenous Jewish community
— helped pave the way for the
breakthroughs in the past few

weeks.

“If Israel is merely viewed as a 70-year-old democratic intrusion in the
Middle East, then the chances for peaceful coexistence are less,” he said.
“If, however, one takes the view of Israel as the multi-millennial enterprise
of the Jewish people, then the opportunities for peaceful coexistence and
mutual cooperation are greatly increased.”

Bahrain will be the fourth Arab nation to formalize an agreement with
Israel. Egypt signed a peace treaty in 1979, and Jordan followed suit in
1994.

A number of pro-Israel groups, as well as Congress members from both
parties who are close
to the pro-Israel com-
munity, put out state-
ments welcoming the
announcement.

The American Israel
Public Affairs
Committee said such
announcements would
discourage Israel boy-
cotts. One of the main
focuses for AIPAC in
recent years has been
backing legisla-
tion that would
inhibit such
boycotts.

“These diplo-
matic achieve-
ments are a tes-
tament to the
fact that a strong
and secure
Israel, backed
by the United
States, is critical
to bringing rec-
onciliation to
the region,” the
Israel lobby
group said. “The
old and
u n p r o -
d u c t i v e
paradigm
of boy-
cotts and
rejection-
ism is col-
l a p s i n g ,
and a new
model of
p e a c e ,
prosperity
and coop-
eration is
e m e r g -
ing.”
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Bahrain will normalize ties with Israel, Trump announces

President Donald Trump speaks with Bahrain's Crown Prince
Salman bin Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa in the Oval Office, Sept. 16,
2019. (Mandel Ngan/AFP via Getty Images) 



By SHARON GELBACH
Special to The Jewish Post & News
from Sheba Medical Center

As schools opens slowly on different dates and in
different forms, a panel of experts from the Sheba
Medical Center’s Safra Children’s Hospital

answers commonly asked questions

Now that the children are going back to school, how
can we prevent them from bringing home the coron-
avirus?

Dr. Barkai: The good news is that children, especially
those under 10, have a significantly less chance of catch-
ing the virus and of becoming ill with it. Overall, the
number of cases of children with COVID worldwide has
been very low. At Sheba, the majority of the children had
been hospitalized for a different reason entirely and a routine test showed
that they were COVID-positive.

Nevertheless, they certainly can be carriers as we’ve seen numerous
times. What we need is collective responsibility which implies, among
other things, following the safety rules: wearing masks, maintaining dis-
tancing (I don’t like to say “social distancing” because school is a social
experience; but rather, physical distancing), and hand hygiene, which I
think is the most important thing. Habituate children to hand-washing with
soap or sanitizing with gel. Once we do this, we greatly reduce the chance
of infection.

Dr. Pessach: Another important regulation that applies to older children
is keeping them in capsules, and we’ve seen that this can significantly
reduce the rate of infection. 

In the coming few weeks, as summer turns to fall and we enter the flu and

cold season,
we have to be much more vigilant. It’s never
a good idea to send a child with a runny nose, cough or fever to school, but
these days, it’s a must.  I know of many parents who would give a mildly
ill child a Tylenol and send him to school; this is not an option these days.
If a child exhibits any symptom that could be COVID, he must be kept at
home as long as those symptoms persist.

Dr. Barkai: The schoolbus can also be a source of infection. Try to make
sure that the bus is not crowded. Children should have their masks on in the
bus and sit as far away as possible from one another. If possible, the win-
dows should be kept open.

What do you recommend for a child with asthma or a child with a weak-
ened or suppressed immune system?

Dr. Pessach:
Children with chronic
illnesses or who have
weakened immune
systems due to special
medications or
chemotherapy are at
higher risk of develop-
ing a severe case of
coronavirus, but over-
all, the chances are
still slight. That said,
parents must consult
with their health
provider to receive
specific advice and
guidelines related to
their individual issues.

How do you recom-
mend that teachers
keep themselves safe?

Dr. Barkai: First of
all, teachers should
know that if they wear
a mask and the chil-
dren also wear a mask,
they are very well pro-
tected. We found that
in the hospital, when-
ever infections did
occur, they could be
traced not to the clini-
cal areas but to the
common rooms,
where the staff took
breaks. So, it’s the
same thing at school.
Teachers should
adhere to safety rules
in the classroom but
also in the teacher’s
room.

Teachers of children
who are not of the age
required to wear a
mask can gain addi-
tional protection with
a plastic shield.
Nothing is 100%, but I
really think that is suf-
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Back to school in the era of COVID-19

Prof. Doron Gothelf, direc-
tor of the Department of
Child and Teen Psychiatry

Dr. Itai Pessach, director
of the Safra Children’s
Hospital at Sheba Medical
Center

Dr. Galia Barkai, director
of the department of
Infectious Diseases in
Children at Sheba Medical
Center

(Continued on
opposite page.)
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D r .
Pessach: I want to stress that masks do work. In the
Safra children’s hospital, the medical staff was
extremely strict about wearing masks and not one
clinician caught COVID or even had to go into quar-
antine. If you wear a mask and a plastic shield, know
that you are protected. This is how we protect high-
risk patients.

How often should we change masks?
Dr. Pessach: The recommendation for disposable

surgical masks is to change them twice or three
times a day. At the hospital, we are required to
switch every shift, which is every 8 hours.

How can I keep my child safe while taking part in
sports?

Dr. Barkai: It’s impossible to do sports with a
mask, because of the increased output of carbon
dioxide. For this reason, sports are best done out-
side to reduce the chance of infection. Alternately,
they can be done inside a large auditorium, where it
is possible to keep a distance between students. If the only place for phys-
ical activity is inside the classroom, it’s better to forgo the physical activi-
ty.  

How can I help my child who has to be in quarantine?
Prof. Gothelf: Quarantine is not a normal situation and it is never pleas-

ant. The following are a few important steps to take:
1. First, explain to the child, in an age-appropriate manner, the reason for

quarantine and its importance. When we grasp the significance of what we
do, it gives us the strength to do it. Lacking a full explanation, the child is
liable to imagine all kinds of scenarios. It’s also important to clarify to the
child that he did nothing wrong, so that he shouldn’t feel guilty.

2. Try to keep up a regular routine that is as close to the child’s regular
routine, including normal sleep/wake times.

3. Limit the child’s exposure to media. Children who read the news may
become unduly anxious; it’s better for them to hear the news through the
filter of their parents.

4. In the event there the school offers Zoom classes, try to encourage the

child to participate so that he will continue to feel
involved in the class and won’t fall behind with his
schoolwork. 

How can I prepare my child for the transition from
preschool to first grade?

Prof. Gothelf: Children become anxious mainly
when they don’t know what to expect. It’s Important
to prepare a child for any transition, especially one in
which there are COVID regulations added to the mix.
Hang the school schedule on the fridge, tell him about
the new rules at school and explain their importance.
Personal example here is of utmost importance. You
can’t expect your child to adhere to the rules if you
don’t. 

Small children often have trouble managing with
their masks. Make sure they fit well, that the elastic
isn’t too loose or too tight, that the material doesn’t
irritate the child’s skin. Allowing the child to choose
a fabric mask in the color or design of their choice
can help.

Preschoolers should have at least one visit to school
before the start of the year to help them make the transition from kinder-
garten to school — to meet the teacher, learn where the washrooms are, etc.
In the COVID era, schools have skipped this stage. Remember that and try
to fill in those gaps by taking the child to school in the first days.

How can I help my child get the most out of distance learning?
Prof. Gothelf: Let me begin by saying that distance learning is challeng-

ing for both parents and children. Relax. Now is not the time to insist on
children getting straight A’s. Let’s lower our expectations; our children will
have plenty of time to catch up.

Unlike in a classroom situation, teachers cannot see when the children are
experiencing difficulty. You as the parent must try to keep in touch with the
teacher to keep her in the loop. Often, children need more help with dis-
tance learning, and this can be challenging for working parents. Try to get
the help of an older sibling, or a neighbor. And again, keep in touch with
the teacher. 

Sheba Children’s Medical Center in
Ramat Gan, Israel

(Continued from previous page.)
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