
By BERNIE
BELLAN

The recent federal election saw the re-
election of all eight Members of
Parliament who were at least half

Jewish and the addition of one new mem-
ber, Melissa Lantsman, who won the seat
of Thornhill for the Conservatives. 

Among the MPs who won re-election
were:  Jim Carr (Liberal) in Winnipeg
South Centre and Marty Morantz
(Conservative) in Headingley-St.James-
Assiniboia-Charleswood, although as of
the time of writing, Morantz holds only a
24-vote lead over his Liberal challenger, and the votes will be
recounted.

The following information is taken largely  from Wikipedia:

Jim Carr (Liberal, Winnipeg South Centre) has been a Member of
Parliament since 2015.

Carr was Minister of Natural Resources from 2015 to 2018, and Minister
of International Trade Diversification from 2018 to 2019. He left Cabinet
in 2019 after being diagnosed with cancer, but was named Trudeau's spe-
cial representative to the Prairies. In 2021, he returned to cabinet as a min-
ister without portfolio while remaining special representative to the
Prairies. He previously was a member of the Manitoba Legislature from
1988 to 1992 for the Manitoba Liberal Party.

Martin B. "Marty" Morantz (Conservative, Charleswood—St.
James—Assiniboia—Headingley) is a lawyer, businessperson, philan-
thropist and politician. He has served in the House of Commons as a
Member of Parliament since the 2019 Canadian Federal Election. 

Prior to serving in the House of Commons,
Morantz served as City Councillor for the
Charleswood-Tuxedo-Whyte Ridge ward on
Winnipeg City Council from 2014 to 2018 after
his win in the 2014 Winnipeg municipal election.
During his time on City Council, Morantz chaired
both the Finance and Infrastructure committees
and also served on the Executive Policy
Committee.

Leah Gazan (NDP, Winnipeg Centre), was
born in Thompson, Manitoba to Albert and
Marjorie Gazan. Gazan was first elected to the
House of Commons in 219.

Gazan is Lakota-Chinese on her mother's side,
and Jewish on her father's side. Gazan's father,
Albert Gazan, is a Holocaust survivor from the
Netherlands, born in The Hague, South Holland in
1938. 

Gazan previously taught at the University of
Winnipeg prior to running in the 2019 election.
She also served as president for the Social
Planning council of Winnipeg. 

Anthony House-
father (Liberal,
Mount Royal) was
first elected to the
House of Commons
in 2015. Housefather
holds two law
degrees (B.C.L. and
LL.B.) from McGill
University, and an
MBA from Concor-
dia University's John
Molson School of Business. Before his election to
federal office, he served as Executive Vice
President, Corporate Affairs and General Counsel,
at Dialogic Corporation, a multinational technolo-
gy company. 

Housefather was a nationally ranked athlete as a
student. He returned to competitive swimming in

2010, and earned seven medals (two silver,
and five bronze) in swimming masters
events at the 2013 Maccabiah Games in
Israel, and five at the 2017 Maccabiah
Games. 

R a c h e l
B e n d a y a n
( L i b e r a l ,
Outremont),
was first
elected to the
House of
Commons in
a by-election

in 2019, then again in the general
election that same year.

Bendayan was born and raised in
a Jewish family of Moroccan origin.  Bendayan studied law at

McGill University and obtained her degree in 2007, specializing in com-
mercial litigation and international arbitration. After graduating, Bendayan
was employed by the Norton Rose Fulbright law firm and also teaches at
the Faculty of Law of the University of Montreal.

Julie Dabrusin (Liberal, Toronto-Danforth),
was first elected to the House of Commons in 2015.
Dabrusin earned university degrees in law and
Middle Eastern studies. She then spent 13 years as
an attorney with Rogers Partners LLP, as well as a
year as commission counsel to an inquiry into gov-
ernment procurement. She and her family moved to
the Danforth area in 1998. In 2011 she left her legal
career to
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Nine Jewish (or half-Jewish) Members elected to 
House of Commons in Sept. 20 federal election

(Continued on page 2. See “MPs.)
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Explore Judaism 
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focus on raising her two daughters and par-
ticipating in various community organizing
and charitable activities aimed at promot-
ing and preserving Toronto's public parks.

In 2013, she was a recipient of the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal.

Karina Gould (Liberal, Burlington), was first
elected to the House of Commons in 2019. Gould was
born in 1987 and grew up in Burlington, Ontario in a
family with three brothers. Her paternal grandparents
were Czech Jews who survived the Holocaust.

On January 10, 2017, she was appointed Minister of
Democratic Institutions, becoming the youngest female
cabinet minister in Canadian history.

Ya’ara Saks (Liberal, York Centre), was elected to
the House of Commons of Canada in a by-election on
October 26, 2020, following the resignation of Michael
Levitt.

A dual citizen of Canada and of Israel, Saks was born
in Toronto to an Israeli father and has lived in both Israel
(1995 to 2006) and Canada. She attended McGill
University for her undergraduate education, and then
completed her Master's degree in international relations
and diplomacy at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

Saks was deeply critical of the direction of the
Netanyahu government in Israel for its treatment of its
Israeli Arab citizens and the 2018 Nation-State law and has expressed the con-
cern that it is leading Israel to be "deeply racist towards its minorities and ...
not to see itself as a light and shelter or future home to asylum seekers fleeing
war," as well as its elevation of leadership at the expense of the justice system. 

Despite her differences with the Likud government, Saks  stated that she is
"an unapologetic Zionist who believes passionately in the State of Israel" and
that she condemns the BDS Movement (boycott, divestment and sanctions
against Israel), considering it antisemitic. 

Melissa Lantsman (Conservative, Thornhill)
is the first LGBTQ woman and  first
Jewish  woman ever to be elected as a
Conservative MP.

Lantsman was born in Toronto in 1984 to a
Russian Jewish family and raised in Thornhill.
Her mother was an accountant and her father was
an engineer who worked in the taxi business and
ran several pawn shops. She attended a French-
immersion program at Langstaff Secondary
School in the York Region and speaks fluent French in addition to English and
Russian.

She attended University of Toronto and graduated with an Honours Bachelor
of Arts. She later completed the Institute of Corporate Directors education pro-
gram at the Rotman School of Management.

In other related news stemming from the elec-
tion, Annamie Paul, who had become the first
Black and first Jewish woman to lead a Canadian
political party when she became leader of the
Green party in 2020, finished fourth in the riding
of Toronto Centre.

Finally, in perusing the names of candidates
here in Manitoba, we came across the name of
Aiden Kahanovitch, who ran for the NDP in
Winnipeg South, where he finished third. We
were intrigued by the name and inquired of
Aiden whether he was Jewish and possibly relat-
ed to Phil Kahanovitch. Aiden responded: “Yes, I
am related to Phil Kahanovitch. I am not Jewish
myself, but married into the family and took my
husband’s last name. Phil is my father-in-law.”

MPs
(Continued from page 1.)



Sept. 23, 2021 (JTA) — A translator
for a Nazi death squad died at home in
Ontario at the age of 97, ending a
decades-long effort to deport him from
Canada for his role in the murders of
tens of thousands of Jews.

Helmut Oberlander, who was born
in Ukraine in 1924, had long said that
he was forced on pain of death at age
17 to become an interpreter for
Einsatzkommando 10a, a Nazi unit.
The death squad killed nearly 100,000 people, most of them Jews, accord-
ing to the CBC. Oberlander had not been accused of directly taking part in
killing anyone.

In 1954, he emigrated to Canada and hid his activities during the war,
eventually raising a family. His Nazi past appears to have been discovered
as early as the 1960s. In the mid-1990s, the government began the process
of revoking his citizenship, which succeeded after repeated appeals. He
was in the midst of deportation hearings when he died on Wednesday.

B’nai Brith Canada, a Jewish organization, had fought for years for
Oberlander’s deportation.

“The peaceful demise of Helmut Oberlander on Canadian soil is a stain
on our national con-
science,” Michael
Mostyn, B’nai Brith
Canada’s CEO, said
in a statement. “The
fact is that this coun-
try slammed its doors
on Jewish refugees
fleeing the Nazis,
then allowed some of
their tormentors into
Canada and failed to
deport them.”
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Gray Academy’s mandatory vaccination policy for high school students
receives overwhelmingly positive response from parents

By BERNIE BELLAN

In our September 1 issue we reported that Gray Academy had
become the first – and so far the only school in Manitoba, that
would be requiring all high school students age 12 and up to

be vaccinated in order to attend school this year.
At the time that we reported that decision, which had been

made by the board of the school and which had just been pub-
licly announced on August 24, Head of School Lori Binder said
that she had received a number of inquiries from parents who
were unhappy with the decision to require that all high school
students be vaccinated, but she added that it would take some
time to assess the full reaction among parents.

We can now report that only 4% of students – a total of 20 out
of 485 who had previously been registered to attend Gray
Academy this year, have left the school as a result of the manda-
tory vaccination policy. As well, to this point five new students have been
registered in the school following the announcement. Finally, three stu-
dents who had previously been registered in the school will now be home
schooled instead, Lori noted. (Five students who had attended Gray
Academy in 2019 were home schooled last year, she added.)

In discussing the ramifications of the new vaccination requirement, Lori
explained that “we spent a good week and a half speaking with a number
of families” about the new policy. In all, she said, “twelve families depart-
ed out of the more than 300 families altogether” who send their children to
Gray Academy. Health and safety were our foremost concerns,” Lori noted.

But, when I asked her whether there was any one particular concern
brought up by parents who objected to the new policy, Lori answered that
“there was a spectrum of concerns.”

She also demurred from answering the question “out of respect for the
privacy of the families involved” when I asked her whether the families
that were opposed to having their children vaccinated came from a partic-
ularly identifiable component of the Jewish community. (To be clear, we
have received reports that objections to vaccinations run especially strong
within certain members of newly arrived immigrants to Winnipeg.)

“It was very important to speak to these families, hear their
concerns, to explain how the decision was made and to support
them in all ways possible,” Lori said, adding that “never before
has the board had to make a late decision such as this one, but
we are in a pandemic and are centering the health and safety of
the entire school community”.

While 12 families did decide to withdraw their children from
Gray Academy, other families “that had shared concerns about
the decision did decide to stay,” Lori also noted.

In terms of total number of students, enrolment at the school
this year compares favourably with previous years. There are
76 new students in the school, compared with 58 new students
last year.

Perhaps of greater concern to the Jewish community might be
the fact that the families of 20 different students have left
Winnipeg since the end of the school year last June. (Until we

see the results of this year’s census, however, we still will not have a clear
idea what the size of Winnipeg’s Jewish population really is.)

Other information reported by Lori Binder during our conversation is that
33 students graduated from Gray Academy in June, and there are 25 stu-
dents in the graduating class this year.

When you factor out the students who have left Winnipeg, Gray
Academy has a “94% retention rate,” Lori said, not including the students
whose parents pulled them out of the school because of the mandatory vac-
cination policy.

Altogether, there are 458 students registered at Gray Academy this school
year, which compares with 481 last year (2020), 492 in 2019, 469 in 2018,
and 2017, Lori reported.

As far as class sizes go, the two-meter separation between students in
grades one to six still remains in place (as it does in all elementary schools
in Manitoba), but as a result of having all Gray Academy students in grades
seven to twelve now vaccinated , Lori explained that there is more flexi-
bility as to class sizes in the high school.

While still maintaining a meter-and-a-half separation between students in
the high school, spaces such as the Multipurpose room can now be used as
classrooms that can accommodate far more students with two meters dis-
tance, which is the distance maintained in the elementary school.

97-year-old former member of Nazi
death squad dies at home in Canada 

A photo of Helmut Oberlander
when he was a translator for a
Nazi death squad. (Screenshot)

House overwhelmingly approves 
Iron Dome funding

Sept. 23, 2021 WASHINGTON (JTA) — The U.S. House of
Representatives overwhelmingly approved an extra $1 billion in funding
for Israel’s Iron Dome anti-missile system, following a pushback effort
from Israel-critical progressives that had limited reach.

The vote Thursday was 420-9, with two voting present. The bill now
goes to the Senate, where it is likely to be approved.

Israel asked the Biden administration for $1 billion to replenish the bat-
teries depleted during its conflict with Hamas in May. The Biden adminis-
tration agreed, and the Democratic leadership inserted the request into a
broader spending bill this week.

A number of progressives objected, saying that they were caught off-
guard by the request at the last minute. The leadership pulled the item out
of the broader funding bill and set up a standalone vote for Thursday.

Pro-Israel groups anxiously tracked the vote to see how extensive the
influence was of the “Squad,” the grouping of leftists in the Democratic
Party who in May directed their fury at Israel during the Gaza conflict.

But most progressives in the Democratic caucus, including those who
vocally opposed the insertion in the broader funding bill, ultimately backed
the Iron Dome funding, which was limited to Israel’s defense system and
not to any offensive artillery. The nay votes, in the end, numbered only
nine and included just four members of the six-member Squad — includ-
ing Rep. Ayanna Pressley, D-Mass., who had enjoyed positive relations
with many in the mainstream Boston Jewish community prior to her out-
spoken criticism of Israel in May.

Among other members of the Squad, Jamaal Bowman of New York
voted for the funding and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York voted
“present.” The “no” votes included one Republican, Thomas Massie of
West Virginia.

The debate beforehand engendered a bitter exchange between one Squad
member, Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich, who is Palestinian American and
who voted “no,” and Rep. Ted Deutch, D-Fla., who is Jewish and chairman
of the Middle East subcommittee. Tlaib called Israel an “apartheid” state
and Deutch said that was “antisemitism.”

LORI BINDER
Gray Academy 
Head of School



The two news stories that dominated head-
lines last week were the Liberal victory in
the federal election and the alarming

increase in the number of Covid cases in several
provinces, particularly Alberta.

There’s a convergence between the two stories,
as Alberta Premier Jason Kenny’s abject failure
to recognize the threat that a fourth wave of
Covid posed to his province was directly respon-

sible for the dire situation in which Alberta now finds itself. While many
commentators noted the negative effect Kenny’s insistence on opening up
Alberta this past summer as if Covid no longer existed, along with
Conservative leader Erin O’Toole’s applauding Kenny’s move, it is diffi-
cult to know yet to what extent those two decisions were  factors in voters’
preferences at the polls.

I suppose it’s somewhat ironic that, given that Manitoba so far seems to
have fared relatively well during this fourth wave that no thanks are being
given to the role that former Premier Brian Pallister played in adhering to
the advice of experts and ordering the reimposition of many restrictions
that had been lifted earlier this summer, I don’t see anyone clamoring to
acknowledge Pallister’s more level headed approach to the pandemic this
past summer, as compared with the premiers of both Alberta and
Saskatchewan (which has also seen a marked increase in Covid cases of
late).

By now we’re well used to the sharp divisions that exist between those of
us who would rely on proven science and who are fully supportive of get-
ting vaccinated against Covid and the hodgepodge assortment of anti-
vaxxers who seem to be relying on an ever-changing series of reasons not
to get vaccinated.

In this issue we report on the overwhelmingly high degree of support
Gray Academy has received for its policy requiring all students 12 and
older to be vaccinated. It comes as no surprise though, that a very small
number of families chose to withdraw their children from the school as a
result of Gray Academy’s courageous decision not to pander to anti-vaxxer
sentiment.

It would have been easy enough for the school’s board simply to say that
Gray Academy would follow whatever policy guidelines would be imposed
upon the school by the province – and nothing more. No doubt that would
have satisfied the 12 families for whom a vaccination requirement was
anathema – and would have enabled Gray Academy to have 20 more stu-
dents enrolled there this school year.

But, by deciding to be proactive in adopting a far more stringent require-
ment that all students in the high school be vaccinated, Gray Academy has
set itself as a model for all other high schools in the province to follow. I
am proud that it was a Jewish school that has clearly established itself as
not being afraid to follow science, and not give in to the largely irrational
beliefs of the anti-vaxxer crowd. I honestly wonder whether there is anoth-
er high school anywhere in North America that has taken such a brave step.

But, as you can see from the letter that follows this column, the notion
that requiring children 12 and over to be vaccinated in order to attend
school is something that is likely to elicit anger within certain individuals
for some time to come.

Unlike other jurisdictions where opposition to vaccination is much
stronger, however, Manitoba has seen a very positive uptake of vaccina-

tions – and the anti-vax crowd is
generally considered to be on the
fringes of society, rather than a
major component, which it is in
many other jurisdiction, especial-
ly the crazy States. By now most
of us have probably heard from
bitter foes of vaccination against
Covid. I can’t say that I go look-
ing for social media where the
anti-vaxxer crowd tends to draw
support for its misguided and
deliberately erroneous claims, but
from time to time I read examples
of the kind of ignorant beliefs that
make you wonder how some pre-
sumably intelligent individuals
continue to hold on to firm con-
victions that rely either on pseu-
do-science or else totally fabricat-
ed “facts” for support.

We are in an ongoing battle
against Covid – and thankfully,
here in Manitoba we seem to be
holding our own.   While those of
us who are totally supportive of

the anti-Covid measures with which we’ve now grown accustomed, we
don’t incite fear in the small minority of anti-vaxxers, as opposed to many
in that crowd who are not at all afraid to loudly voice their opinions, some-
times accompanied by threats of physical violence.

I wonder though, whether any of those parents who withdrew their chil-
dren from Gray Academy as a result of that school’s policy will have the
courage to speak publicly as to the reasons for their decisions. I rather sus-
pect that it’s a closed group that I’m talking about, and while they’re prob-
ably willing to share their opinions with one another, most of them are quite
reluctant to share those opinions with a wider public. If they really had the
courage of their convictions though, they would want to make their voices
heard – whether or not English is their first language.

Turning to the results of the election, I have to say that I was somewhat
surprised the Conservatives didn’t do better than they did. Early on, the
anger over Justin Trudeau having called the election when he did seemed
to be translating into strong support for Erin O’Toole and the
Conservatives. Also, I would have thought that the Conservative base
would come out solidly to vote on election day, whereas the other parties’
supporters would have been less motivated to come out to the polls. 

Certainly that reluctance to vote in person led to a much higher mail-in
vote than has ever occurred in any previous election but, again, I would
have thought the voters most determined to cast their votes – even if it
meant mailing in their ballots, would have been Conservative voters.
Liberal voters were probably more in the “hold your nose and vote for
Trudeau again” category, since Justin Trudeau certainly hadn’t done any-
thing that would have given them much reason to feel very positively about
the party. Further, voters who don’t feel much motivation to vote for a party
are less likely to vote at all. Again, however, it was Ontario that served as
the decisive battle ground for both Liberals and Conservatives. As I noted
at the beginning of this column, I wonder just how key a factor Jason
Kenny’s total mishandling of the Covid situation in Alberta  - to which he
admitted in so many words just days before the actual vote, was in the final
outcome. Many of the votes for the Liberals in Ontario were probably anti-
Conservative votes more than pro-Liberal votes.

As far as the results in Manitoba go, I remain determinedly non-partisan.
While I’ve known Jim Carr for years – and admire the work he’s done, both
in and out of politics, I’ve also known Joyce Bateman for years, and cer-
tainly would not have had any problem had she been elected to the House
of Commons. In one final note of irony, I noted in perusing Wikipedia
while I was gathering information about all the Jewish Members of
Parliament who were elected on Sept. 20, that Joyce Bateman was listed as
Jewish. I told Joyce’s campaign manager that – adding that if only Joyce
had been able to tell voters that she was Jewish according to Wikipedia –
who knows how many more votes she might have garnered? (Just kidding
– I think.)
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Re: Gray Academy mandatory vaccination policy 
for high school students

Dear Bernie,
I watched with interest as Israel committed to the huge Pfizer experi-

ment. I was not surprised at all, when the news reported that there is now
a high number of “breakthrough” cases of Covid in that country. The last
scary numbers I heard was 200 cases per day. This vaccine seems to have
issues.

Now, I read in the JP&N that eventually all little kids in Gray Academy
will need to have the shot to be enrolled. Quite frankly, I am horrified. My
13-year-old daughter Shoshana will not be attending in this school.

I hope there will be a brave news service that will report on all of the seri-
ous adverse reactions that will most certainly occur in Gray Academy.  The
MSM will be happy to tell you that the adverse reactions are NOT from the
shot, but some of us know better.

Bernie, in the past you have tackled serious stories like this. I hope and
pray that you do it again. Our kids are too important to be let down.

Sincerely,
Doug Stern

P.S. I hope you publish this in the letters section. I look forward to the
discussion on this crucial issue.

Bernie Bellan responds: We asked Lori Binder, Head of School at Gray
Academy, whether the author of this letter has ever had children enrolled
in Gray Academy. She said that he hadn’t. Therefore, the sentence “My 13-
year-old daughter Shoshana will not be attending in this school” is mis-
leading since she has never been a student at Gray Academy previously.

Also, Mr. Stern’s writing that “eventually all little kids in Gray Academy
will need to have the shot to be enrolled” is also totally misleading The
school’s policy as it stands is to require all students age 12 and up to be
vaccinated. Since the notion of younger children getting vaccinated is not
an idea that has been broached at Gray Academy, we have no idea what Mr.
Stern is talking about.

LETTER

Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN
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Both Trudeau and O’Toole came
up losers on election night

If you ask me – not that anyone is asking – I
think both Justin Trudeau and Erin O’Toole

should resign.
Justin Trudeau called an unnecessary election –

which a majority of Canadians opposed – solely
because he expected that he would be able to win
a majority.  He failed.  His campaign was a mess
from the get-go.  He couldn’t offer a pressing rea-
son why he felt the need to call an election half
way through his term.  He had no new policies.

He had no response as to why Canada was not able to get Canadians and
Afghani friends of Canada out of Afghanistan before the previous govern-
ment collapsed. He defended Liberal candidates facing allegations of sex-
ual harassment.  All he had were the usual discredited talking points about
Conservative “secret agendas” to bring back anti-abortion laws and the
like.

He had nothing and the vote totals showed it.  The Liberals vote was
reduced by almost a million votes.  Yet, despite polling more than 250,000
fewer votes than the Conservatives, the final result on the night in terms of
seats was virtually the same as it was before the election.  The main reason
why the Liberals were able to remain the party with the largest number of
seats was because of the success of Maxime Bernier’s Peoples’ Party of
Canada.

And, the PPC’s rise in the polls – more than 5% of the vote - highlights
Erin O’Toole’s failure.  Even though, the PPC failed to even come close to
winning any seats, Bernier’s Party siphoned off enough votes to cost the
Conservatives more than 20 seats across the country.

The message here to me is that a fair number of Canadians wanted a clear
contrast with the Liberal Party.

When O’Toole campaigned for the Conservative Party leadership, he
portrayed himself as a right-leaning Conservative.  He campaigned, how-
ever, as “Liberal light”.  His pitch seemed to be much the same as the
Liberals’ - except that he promised to be more moderate.

I caught part of his speech on election night.  He talked about the
Conservative Party being more inclusive.  However, he, as did his prede-
cessor, Andrew Scheer, bounced candidates whose views may have been a
little outside the mainstream.  Scheer denied the candidacy of a Muslim
professor who was critical of Islamic extremism.  O’Toole rejected candi-
dates who were opposed to abortion. 

To include only candidates who share your social views is not being
inclusive.  I know that the media portray Bernier as a right wing nut case.
He also has a history, it would seem, of being careless – remember the time
when, as Minster of Defense in the Harper government, he forgot some top
secret documents that he had left at his girlfriend’s place – and that he may
have a certain level of disinterest in the details of governing.

Nonetheless, O’Toole – nay the Conservative Party as a whole – should
have reached out to him and tried to keep him inside the tent. The failure
to do that cost them several hundred thousand votes.

O’Toole’s third major mistake was in not highlighting Conservative can-
didate Leslyn Lewis in his campaign.  Readers may remember Lewis – the
lady who made a surprisingly strong impression while campaigning for the
Conservative Party leadership.

Lewis, who won the southern Ontario riding of Haldimand-Norfolk, is
just the kind of Conservative that O’Toole was talking about in his con-
cession speech about the new, more inclusive Conservative Party.  Here is
an articulate woman, Black, an immigrant, a professional (lawyer) and a
Ph.D.  She ably espouses Conservative views.  She should have been front
and centre in the Conservative campaign.  O’Toole should have had her
campaigning for the party in Toronto and  Ottawa, maybe even Vancouver.

Instead, she was invisible.
Why?

O’Toole seemed to think on election night that he was successful because
his party won more votes than the Liberals.  He was not.

Realistically, I doubt that either O’Toole or Trudeau will resign – as they
should. I doubt that the Liberals will push Trudeau to resign, but with
O’Toole and the Conservatives, it may be a different story.

I also wanted to comment briefly on the blatant media bias.  The Green
Party managed to win two seats with fewer votes than the PPC.
Nonetheless, the embattled leader of the Green Party is given a seat at the
leaders’ debate and plenty of air time on election night while Bernier is
completely ignored.

And then there is the inclusion of the Bloc Quebecois leader in the
English leaders’ debate.  The media didn’t want Canadians to hear from
Bernier at all, but why not give a platform to the leader of an openly sepa-
ratist party (he asks sarcastically)? 

LETTER

Re: Feivel Simkin and upcoming talk on Jewish anarchists

Following publication of our article in the Sept. 15 issue about an
upcoming talk that will be given over Zoom on October 3rd, beginning
at noon (registration at jhcwc.org/programs) by Maria Tarasova
Chomard about Western Canadian Jewish anarchists, including Feivel
Simkin,  we received an email from David Ostrow, who is a grandson of
Feivel Simkin.

David Ostrow wrote:  
Good day, I am Feivel’s grandson. My mother

was Anne (neé Simkin) Ostrow, Feivel’s daughter.
Jackie Simkin forwarded the Sept 15 Post to me

and I was very interested in the article.
I recall conversations with my grandfather about

his ideas about anarchism and they coincide with
what I read in the article. 

He felt that governments were not necessary if
everybody was educated- I felt he was amazingly
optimistic- some may say naive.

In any case, he was a great story teller and gen-
erous human.

You reference a transcript in your article (inter-
view with Rob Usiskin). Do you still have it? May I get a copy, I would
love to include it in our family genealogy.

Best Wishes and Blessings for the New Year, 
David Ostrow

Upon receipt of David’s email I sent him the transcript of Roz Usiskin’s
interview with Feivel Simkin. I also cc’d Maria Tarasova Chomard, who
subsequently contacted David for the purpose of obtaining more informa-
tion about Feivel Simkin. Subsequently Maria contacted David, sending
him information that she had compiled about Frank Simkin, and asking
David to correct it for accuracy.

David responded to Maria, cc’ing us at the same time:

Good morning Maria,
I would be pleased to correct and update your bio. My main sources are

my discussions with my mother and my grandfather himself.
He came to Canada in 1906, as you stated, but he later brought his wife

Gittel, not Katie, as well as the rest of his family and helped with her fam-
ily as well.

He left Russia primarily because he was about to be killed by the Tsar’s
police. 

He had been pressed into the army at the time of the Russo-Japanese War
and because of his Bund connections, the secret police were after him. 

Parenthetically, in villages all over Russia, families held wakes for their
sons who were shipped off to fight as they knew that they would not come
back. 

As you know, the Russians were annihilated by the Japanese in this war.
He told me that he considered himself an anarchist in Russia and that

unlike the current view of anarchism - he considered it a pacifist ideology,
focused on education - which he believed would eliminate the need for
governments.

Why he came to Winnipeg is still a bit of a mystery to me, but I think it
has something to do with family/village connections with the Malkins,
who gave him physical support when he first arrived penniless in Canada.

Although he became known as the publisher of the Israelite Press (he
also printed community papers for many other new immigrant groups:
German, Ukrainian, Polish) - he was largely self educated.

As such, he was a strong supporter of education.
My grandmother, Gittel, was what we called “a mink coat Communist”

and she entertained many left wing groups which her husband tolerated,
but did not approve of.

Theirs was a home for vigorous intellectual discussions and debates and
this was encouraged in their children and grandchildren.

Hope this helps
Cheers, David

David Ostrow MD FRCPC
Emeritus Prof. Respiratory Medicine

FEIVEL SIMKIN

By

MYRON LOVE

Correction: 
In our Sept. 1 issue we ran a picture from the WJT production of “Dear

Jack Dear Louise” without giving credit to  photographer Keith Levit. We
apologize to Keith - although this probably won’t be the last time I forget
to give you credit, Keith.
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Former Liberal candidate Lesley Hughes pens her version of what 
happened to her in 2008 when she was accused of being an antisemite

By BERNIE BELLAN

How many times are we going to
revisit a story that has already
received more than ample cov-

erage within the pages of this newspa-
per – especially a story which one
might have thought had been put to
rest long ago?

The answer, in the case of Lesley
Hughes, who achieved a level of noto-
riety in 2008 when she was unceremo-
niously turfed as the Liberal candidate
in the federal riding of Kildonan-St.
Paul during that year’s election, is: at
least one more time. 

The reason is that Hughes has just
recently published a short book, titled
“The Dead Candidate’s Report”, in
which she offers her version of the
events surrounding her forced exit as
the federal Liberal candidate for the riding of Kildonan-St. Paul during the
2008 election, and the ensuing damage, both to her career as a journalist
and her personal life as a result of that forced exit.

Looking back over our past coverage of the Hughes story, I see that
we’ve run three previous articles about what happened:  In July 1, 2009, we
ran a story by Myron Love which I titled “Hughes Sues Jews”, in which
Myron reported that “Last fall, Federal Liberal hopeful Lesley Hughes gen-
erated national headlines when it was revealed that she wrote an article in
the Winnipeg Sun on May 5, 2002, alleging that the Israeli, American,
German and Russian intelligence agencies all had advance warning of the
Al Qaeda attack on the World Trade Centre on September 11, 2001.”

(Ed. note: Hughes’ exact words, with reference to advance Israeli knowl-
edge of the attacks, were: “Israeli businesses, which had offices in the
Towers, vacated the premises a week before the attacks, breaking their
lease to do it. About 3,000 Americans working there were not so lucky.”

In that article, Hughes indicated she was quoting internet journalist Mike
Ruppert who, she notes in her recently published book, “The Dead
Candidate’s Report”, “claimed to have two independent sources about the
move” but whose “sources were sealed forever when he allegedly commit-
ted suicide in 2014.”

In her book, Hughes admits that “a later explanation for the move was
that the existing firm had decided to leave months earlier, breaking their
lease as a routine cost of business.”)

Myron’s 2009 article went on to note that Hughes “also posted the article
on a United Church of Canada website.

“As a result of the revelation, the former CBC broadcaster (she co-host-
ed the CBC Winnipeg morning show for a number of years) was forced to
step down as the Liberal candidate for Kildonan-St. Paul. (She ran as an
independent in the October election and finished a distant third.)

“Now Hughes is back in the news with a lawsuit she has filed against fed-
eral cabinet minister Peter Kent, the Canadian Jewish Congress and B’nai
Brith Canada, as well as Frank Dimant, BBC’s executive vice-president,
CJC co-presidents Rabbi Reuven Bulka and Sylvain Abitbol, and Bernie
Farber, the CJC’s former CEO. 

“Hughes filed the suit in Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench on June 16.
She alleges that the defendants ‘made untrue and defamatory accusations’
that she is anti-Semitic. She charges that senior members of B’nai Brith and
the CJC went to see then Liberal leader Stephane Dion on September 25,
with her 2002 article and persuaded Dion to drop her as a candidate on the
grounds that she was anti-Semitic and ‘unfit to hold public office.

“In her lawsuit, she quotes a press release issued on September 27 by
B’nai Brith’s Dimant in which he charges that Hughes has a ‘record of anti-
Semitism’.”

In February 2013 Myron reported on a settlement reached between
Hughes and the defendants to her lawsuit:

“This past week it was revealed that Hughes reached out-of-court settle-
ments with the parties to her lawsuits.

“Following is an excerpt from a publication of joint statement issued by
the parties concerned:

“ ‘Journalist Lesley Hughes, Canadian Jewish Congress, B’nai Brith
Canada and Peter Kent MP (Thornhill) wish to clarify comments that each
made during the 2008 Federal Election campaign regarding an article writ-
ten by Lesley Hughes in 2002, in which she re-published statements that
made presumptions of an anti-Semitic nature in connection with the
September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Centre.

‘Ms. Hughes was dismissed as a Liberal candidate in the election after
the 2002 article was raised in the media.

‘During the election Canadian Jewish Congress, B’nai Brith Canada and

Peter Kent each raised con-
cerns about statements in
the 2002 article which
repeated false allegations
that Israel or Israeli tenants
were forewarned of the 9/11
attacks on the World Trade
Center and did not warn
others. Comments made by
Canadian Jewish Congress,
B’nai Brith Canada and
Peter Kent were published
in the media and Ms.
Hughes filed a defamation
claim in respect of the com-
ments.

‘Canadian Jewish
Congress, B’nai Brith
Canada, and Peter Kent
accept that Ms. Hughes

does not condone the use of anti-Semitic conspiracy theories
by racist groups to support anti-Semitism of any nature. They therefore
acknowledge and agree that Ms. Hughes is not an anti-Semite. In fact, Ms.
Hughes has been an advocate of human rights through three decades as a
journalist and teacher.

‘Ms. Hughes confirms that she has and will continue to be a strong sup-
porter of the work of any individual or group who exposes false public
statements that might do harm to the Jewish community, and more specif-
ically that are anti-Semitic and racist.

‘Ms. Hughes joins with Canadian Jewish Congress, B’nai Brith Canada,
and Peter Kent in strongly condemning anti-Semitic conspiracy theories.
They find anti-Semitism and all forms of racism, to be deeply contemptible
behavior.’ “

Then, in December 2015, in that year’s Chanukah issue we reprinted an
excerpt from a forthcoming book by Hughes, in which she offered further
background to the story. Hughes had contacted us, asking whether we
would run the story verbatim, including this headline: “An Enemy of the
Jews”. We agreed to that and ran the story in its entirety (It ran over five
different pages. You can still read the entire story on our website. Simply
enter the names “Lesley Hughes” in our search engine and you will find the
entire December 9, 2015 issue in which Hughes’ piece appears.)

Now, all this may seem like quite a long preamble to a book review, but
I thought it necessary to put what follows into a certain context. Given that
Lesley Hughes has been adamant in protesting her innocence over the
charge that she was anti-Semitic – and I have no doubt of the unfairness of
that charge, given the fact that we have bent over backwards to treat her
fairly within this newspaper, I wonder if there really is any further need to
comment on a story that has gone on for so long.

But, when we ran a story in our last issue about another defamation law-
suit that had also been settled and in which B’nai Brith had been named as
a defendant, I thought the juxtaposition of the two cases reflects poorly on
B’nai Brith Canada – and its occasional willingness to engage in over the
top criticism. 

The most recent case had to do with an article B’nai Brith had published
about former Green Party candidate (and more recently, a contestant for the
party’s leadership), Dimitri Lascaris.

(I should also note that in September 2018 I did an interview with Dimitri
Lascaris which can still be accessed on Youtube, although I admit it’s not
easy to find. As much as Lascaris is decidedly critical of Israeli policies
toward Palestinians, by no means would I describe him as “an advocate on
behalf of terrorists”, which is what B’nai Brith did.)

The reason I thought it important to note that B’nai Brith has now settled
lawsuits with two different individuals who had filed libel lawsuits against
the organization is that it illustrates the danger involved in labeling some-
one either “anti-Semitic”, as was B’nai Brith’s allegation about Hughes, or
“an advocate on behalf of terrorists”, as was the case with B’nai Brith’s
allegation about Lascaris. 

Regardless what one may have thought about what Lesley Hughes had
written in the particular article which ended up causing her so much grief,
or what Dimitri Lascaris’s record is with regard to criticizing Israel, one
should be very careful when it comes to accusing individuals either of
being “anti-Semitic” or “advocates on behalf of terrorists”, especially when
those individuals are Canadian citizens and have recourse to the courts
here.

With all that in mind, is there anything
new in Lesley Hughes’ recently published
book,

LESLEY HUGHES

(Continued on opposite
page. See “Hughes”.)
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We received the following communication
from Adriana Glikman, National Program
Coordinator of B’nai Brith Canada:

We had a wonderful evening, September 15,
celebrating all the finalists in Manitoba who
created beautiful books for our “Diverse
Minds” creative writing contest.

As you know, “Diverse Minds” is a creative
writing contest designed to promote the vital
values of diversity and inclusion in Canada
through storytelling and illustration.

All Manitoba high school students were invit-
ed to create books geared towards elementary
school students. We had over 45 entries from all
across Manitoba - from Winnipeg to Flin Flon,
Selkirk, Brandon, Morris, Ils des Chênes and St
Jean-Baptiste.

First  place winners were Bria MacBeath and
Anna Bokin, from Linden Christian School,
who wrote about diversity and inclusion. The
duo received a cash prize of $3,000 and had
their book, titled “More than Me and You” pub-
lished by B’nai Brith.

In second place was Haley Shore of Gray Academy, who created a love-
ly book titled “Better Together”.

In third place were Natalie Wiebe and Shykira Jess from River East
Collegiate, who wrote a book called “A Bird who Couldn’t Fly”.

This year we had  an incredible panel of judges, including:

The Hon. Cliff Cullen, Manitoba Minister of Education 
Cheryl Barish, B’nai Brith member, 
community youth advocate and sponsor
Jordan Farber, community leader
Isha Khan, President and CEO, Canadian Museum for Human Rights 

Ace Burpee, 103.1 Virgin Radio Host
Danny Smyth, Winnipeg Police Service Chief of Police
Paul Samyn, Editor, Winnipeg Free Press
Wendy Erlanger, Educator and Head of Operations, 
MB, SK and the north, Second Harvest
Karen Menkis,Advocate for Inclusion and Diversity projects
Gail Asper, President, The Asper Foundation
Michael Mostyn, CEO B’nai Brith Canada
Tannis Richardson, volunteer and philanthropist
Mayor Brian Bowman, Mayor of Winnipeg 

B’nai Brith Canada announces winners of 
“Diverse Minds” writing contest

First place winners of B’nai Brith’s Diverse Minds
writing contest, Bria MacBeath (left) and Anna Bokin,
of Linden Christian School, receiving their $3,000 prize
from Michael Mostyn, CEO of B’nai Brith Canada, at
a ceremony held September 15. Bria and Anna’s book,
which has now been published, is titled “More than Me
and You”.

Second place finisher in the contest
was Haley Shore of Gray Academy,
who received a prize of $1,500 for her
book, “Better together”. In the picture
above Haley is seen accepting her
prize from Michael Mostyn.

“The Dead Candidate’s Report”,
which is a very short read at only 107
pages (including appendices)?

On the website for her book, Hughes
describes it as “a memoir of my 2008 run for parliament, my defamation as
an anti-semite and conspiracy monger, and the lawsuit that cleared me of
all accusations”. Unfortunately, due to the terms of the settlement agree-
ment reached between Hughes and the defendants to her lawsuit, she is not
allowed to discuss the terms of settlement.

What she does discuss, at great length, is the devastating consequences
that her being forced to withdraw as the Liberal candidate for Kildonan-St.
Paul had, both on her personal life and career – when she was shunned by
many of her former colleagues in the media, along with many other indi-
viduals with whom she had developed relationships over her many years as
a commentator and radio host, including many Jewish friends.

Leaving aside the mistake Hughes may have made in repeating a since
debunked claim that Israelis had prior knowledge of the attack on the
World Trade Centre, what followed was certainly devastating for Hughes.

Even when she was vindicated in a court of law and the defendants to her
lawsuit apologized for having labeled her an antisemite, as she was about
to discover, news of the defendants’ apologies and retractions of the charge
was generally ignored within the mainstream media. 

As Hughes writes, “When confronted by personal and professional dev-
astation in 2008, at least I was able to turn to an overpriced, self-serving
legal system. I have won back my reputation, by way of a lawsuit, but there
is no remedy for the unyielding non-coverage of my vindication. No con-
sequences. No accountability. No more action to be taken.”

For Lesley Hughes, at least, while the lessons she may have learned about
the dangers inherent in taking any sort of a controversial position in public
may have been salutary indeed, what does her experience have to say about
anyone else who may be contemplating entering into politics – or who may
already be involved in politics?

I certainly wouldn’t be the first to point out the dangers that exist for just
about anyone who may have ever tweeted or posted to Facebook anything
the least bit controversial. In 2016 this paper itself played an instrumental
role in raising awareness of overtly anti-Semitic tweets that had been post-

ed by a doctor by the name of Hussam Azzam, and which had been
scrubbed from his Twitter feed – but not before someone who had been
monitoring Azzam’s tweets had taken screenshots of them – and ended up
giving me those screenshots.

Subsequently Assam was fired as the Chief Medical Officer at St.
Boniface Hospital.

So, I’m well aware of the power even a small newspaper such as this can
have in affecting the careers – and ultimately the lives, of individuals. In
Lesley Hughes’ case, the likelihood is that her controversial columns about
9/11 conspiracies might well have gone ignored for the most part (although
she does acknowledge that a column which she wrote for two Winnipeg
weekly newspapers in 2002 about 9/11 in which she suggested that the
United States brought about the attacks upon itself by its past behaviour did
elicit some very angry responses from a great many readers of those
papers), had she not inserted a suggestion that Israelis had foreknowledge
of the attacks on the World Trade Centre, she would probably have been
allowed to remain a Liberal candidate in 2008.

It was only because a blogger (whom she doesn’t identify in her book, but
whom we identified as “The Black Rod”, a very well known blogger here
who has a record of important scoops over the years) decided, in 2008, to
publicize an article Hughes had written in 2002, that Hughes’ was cast into
political and personal purgatory. 

And, as we have just seen in the most recent federal election, it doesn’t
take all that much to have candidates forced to remove themselves as can-
didates for political office. I think in particular of an NDP candidate by the
name of Dan Osborne who, as a teenager tweeted at Oprah Winfrey (of all
people), “was Auschwitz a real place?”

Who knows what the context was for that seemingly silly question, but
let’s be honest: Is asking that question, especially by a young person who
may simply be ignorant, in and of itself anti-Semitic or is it perhaps simply
an indication of ignorance on the questioner’s part? But, as I’m sure Lesley
Hughes can explain to Mr. Osborne: You can’t be too careful these days in
posting anything that might potentially be used some day to cause great
embarrassment to you. And, once you’ve been shamed in public, there’s no
getting back your reputation, no matter all the apologies and retractions you
might end up receiving.

Hughes
(Continued from page 7.)
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Coin dealers Rochelle and Ian Laing giving back to community through family foundation
By MYRON LOVE

When Rochelle Klasser first met Ian Laing
in the early 1970s, she had just begun her
career as a registered nurse and he was

buying and selling coins to help pay for his univer-
sity education.  In 1975, after graduation, Ian turned
his sideline into a fulltime business and, after a few
years nursing, he was joined in business by his
bride, Rochelle.  

Today, their Gatewest Coin Ltd. (located at
Corydon and Lanark just a couple of blocks east of
Kenaston) is the largest coin and bullion dealer in
Canada and the couple have also become major
players – through their Ian and Rochelle Laing
Family Foundation – in our community, in terms of
giving back to society.

“I started helping in the business part time while I
was still nursing,” says the daughter of the late
Harvey and Annette Klasser who grew up in West
Kildonan and attended evening classes at the Rosh
Pina in her youth. “I would tag along when Ian went
to trade shows on weekends.  I started cutting back
my hours at the hospital and spending more time
with our business.”

In the 1980s, she went to work full time for
Gatewest.   Rochelle helped with the bookkeeping and accounting, skills
she learned from her father - who also joined the business.

Rochelle credits Gatewest’s success and growth to a combination of Ian’s
ability to read the markets and good luck.  “Ian is a brilliant strategist,” she
says. “You have to have good timing when it comes to investing.”

In 1979-80, she notes, the price of gold and silver began to go through
the roof – and Gatewest’s business soared. As Ian points out, the price of
gold in 1980 was $80 an ounce.   By 2001, gold was selling for $260 an
ounce.  Today, the price is $1,800 an ounce.

“In tough economic times like we are in now, gold and silver hold their
value,” he says.

The boom times in the industry after 1980 gave Gatewest a solid foun-
dation to build on and, in 2001, Ian was able to buy out the previous largest
coin dealer in Canada – a business operating out of Calgary.

“We have customers throughout Canada and the United States as well as
some in Europe,” Rochelle says.

“Rochelle and I agree that we have been very for-
tunate in life and business,” Ian observes.  “We felt
that it is important to give back.”

Thus was born the Ian and Rochelle Laing Family
Foundation.  “We target specific causes,” Rochelle
explains.  “We try to fill in the gaps.”

In the Jewish community, Ian notes, the founda-
tion provides a yearly stipend to Gray Academy to
assist students with disabilities.

Other areas that the Laings focus on are programs
that assist veterans recovering from PTSD, St.
Paul’s High School - where Ian was a student, and
women’s groups.

The bulk of the funding however, is directed to
animal welfare.   Ian and Rochelle credit the foun-
dation’s executive director, Jasmine Allen, for mak-
ing animal welfare a priority.

(Rochelle and Ian’s nieces, Jessica and Mariah,
also play integral roles in the foundation.)

“We provide funding for a number of spay and
neuter clinics as well as pet rescue shelters through-
out the province,” Rochelle reports.   “We particu-
larly concentrate on shelters that take in older cats
and dogs left behind when families can no longer

handle them or the owner dies.  It is difficult to find
new homes for pets who may be nine or ten years old as compared to
younger animals who are more readily adopted.  They don’t deserve to be
alone.”

The Laings’ own cat had been living in a shelter for five years before the
couple adopted her.

“Last year was a very good year,” Ian reports.  “And this past spring was
our busiest ever.  As a result, we were able to contribute more money to our
foundation and the Foundation was able to pass on these funds to various
charities.

“We look forward to continue to grow our foundation.  And there are all
sorts of opportunities where we can give back to the community.”

He reveals that one existing program that pairs PTSD sufferers with sup-
port animals will be expanded into a local nature program . This program
will also offer opportunities for participation for youths with anxieties.

Readers who may want to donate to the Ian and Rochelle Laing Family
Foundation can contact Jasmine Allen at jallen@gatewestcoin.com or
phone 204 489-9112.

Hate crime charges filed in May fight with
Jewish diners at LA restaurant 

Sept. 23, 2021 (JTA) — Two men involved
in a brawl at a Los Angeles restaurant in May,
whose viral footage was widely viewed as an
example of rising antisemitism during the
recent conflict in Israel and Gaza, now face hate
crimes and assault charges.

On May 18, the suspects, Xavier Pabon, 30,
and Samer Jayylusi, 36, approached a West
L.A. sushi restaurant by car as part of a pro-
Palestinian protest caravan, announcing “Israel
kills children” via a loudspeaker. The cars
stopped at a red light near a group of Jewish
diners. L.A. County prosecutors accuse the men
of then taking part in beating up a diner who
swung a metal stanchion at them.

Video of the fight went viral on social
media and was seen as symbolic of a spike in
antisemitism in the United States surrounding
the May conflict between Israel and Hamas in
Gaza. Multiple Jewish security organizations
recorded increases in reports of antisemitic
incidents that month.

The men have each been charged with two
counts of assault and a hate crime.

“A hate crime is a crime against all of us,” L.A. County District Attorney
George Gascón said in a statement on Tuesday. “My office is committed to
doing all we can to make Los Angeles County a place where our diversity
is embraced and protected.”

Earlier this year, a lawyer for Pabon, Mark Kleiman, told the Forward
that his client was not driven by antisemitism and said he was acting in
self-defense.

Eyewitnesses accused the protesters of shouting antisemitic slurs, includ-
ing asking who was Jewish, which Kleiman denied. The protesters and the
diners both accused each other of instigating the fight by throwing glass-
ware.

Kleiman could not immediately be reached for comment.

P r o - P a l e s t i n i a n
demonstrators are cap-
tured on cellphone
video physically attack-
ing Jews at a restau-
rant in Los Angeles,
May 18, 2021.

Norwegian church hosts photo exhibition say-
ing Palestinians are ‘crucified daily’ 

Sept. 24, 2021 (JTA) —
Several church groups in Norway
are organizing a photo exhibition
from the West Bank, to be dis-
played in a cathedral, whose text
states that Palestinians undergo
“daily crucifixions.”

The exhibition, which has
prompted protest by the country’s
Jewish community and a pro-
Israel group, is part of Church
Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel, an annual event that takes place in
various locales in Norway and in the past has featured calls to boycott
Israel.

“The ‘Church Week’ has been problematic with its one sidedness and
demonization of one party,” Ervin Kohn, the head of the Jewish
Community in Oslo, wrote on Facebook Thursday. “This year’s event is
sinking even lower,” he added.

The description of the exhibition is the “most problematic” because it
evokes a centuries-old form of Christian antisemitism that blames Jews for
the death of Jesus, he added.

The West Bank has divine “protection,” the exhibition text states. “Not
least, this becomes clear when we look at the people. Those who live with
daily ‘crucifixions’, but who still stay,” reads the organizers’ text on the
exhibition, which began on Sept. 9 and will end Sunday.

The 2015 Church Week featured a prayer for the fall of Israel’s security
barrier, which the priest who led the prayer called “a wall used for murder.”

MIFF, a pro-Israel group in Norway, wrote in a statement Wednesday that
in the description of the exhibition, which is at the cathedral of Bergen, a
city located about 150 miles west of Oslo, “The Palestinians are Jesus. The
Jews are the horrible criminals who not only crucified Jesus, but who cru-
cify him again. Daily.”

Two of the groups that organize the event, the Interchurch Council of the
Church of Norway and Norwegian Church Aid, have not responded to a
request by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency for comment.

The Cathedral of Bergen, Norway
(Wikipedia Commons / Diego Delso)

IAN and ROCHELLE LAING
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Gerry Posner

David Genser: Art is both a love of his as well as a business for him

Iam betting that
many readers will
remember the big

furniture store on
Portage Avenue -
Genser’s. That store
and indeed there was
more than one of them
at certain times, was

well known in the Winnipeg for several decades. 
The store began with Morris Genser and later

his three sons, Lawrence, Harold and Percy, all
prominent in the community and who grew the
business, ultimately making Genser’s Furniture
one of the largest furniture stores in Western
Canada. The Genser brothers, aside from their
business careers, also were accomplished musi-
cians well known in the musical world, forming
what was known as the Genser Trio. And, most
significantly, the brothers were all very involved in the community in var-
ious endeavours. Just as an example, Percy Genser was at one time the
Vice- President of the Winnipeg Blue Bombers Football Club, President of
the Manitoba Theatre Centre and active in the WSO and Glendale Country
Club. 

Well, it appears that the Genser genes remain strong in the philanthropic
and community areas, with David Genser, son of Percy and wife Esther.
David grew up as the middle child of three kids, (sisters Carol and
Roberta). He graduated from Kelvin High School and later attended
McGill University. from where he graduated in 1962, also where he met his
wife Joan (formerly Kellnor). Subsequently, he obtained an MBA from
New York University at the Stern School of Business. David did return to
live in Winnipeg with Joan for about nine years, but in 1972 the couple left
the city for Toronto. They later moved to Boston - in 1976, where David
and Joan have essentially remained for most of their lives.

Genser’s work has been in the insurance world. He’s carved out a niche
specialty in art insurance, with clients spread around the USA, Canada,
Mexico and Europe. Even at 80, David Genser is still very active in his
business, known as Genser Insurance, located in Needham, Massachusetts.
He is now fortunate to have a son to whom he can hand on the business,
also  a grandson in university who may be a possible addition to the Genser
team.  

What likely precipitated his start in and allowed for the continuation of

Genser’s business career in the art field for over 35
years now, was a very deep interest in art by both Joan
and David. They are serious collectors of art, with a
passion to buy that which they love and that passion
has brought them to become owners of a major col-
lection of contemporary art. A recent edition of the
Palm Beach Art and Culture Magazine in Florida,
where the Gensers have a home, features many pieces
in the Genser art collection, now totalling over 350,
including over 100 in their Palm Beach home. 

David and Joan’s desire to continue to grow their
collection continues unabated. The story of their
immersion in the art world is fascinating. Genser will
tell you that it was in Winnipeg where he began his
involvement in the arts. He was on the Board of
Governors of the Winnipeg Art Gallery and was also
involved with MTC, the Royal Winnipeg Ballet and
the Junior Committee of the Winnipeg Symphony. 

David Genser also continues the Genser family tradition of significant
involvement in charitable and organizational work. Whereas his father
Percy was busy with the Bombers and MTC, and his grandfather Morris
Genser and his uncle Harold were past presidents of the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue, David has devoted a large part of his time and energy to the
American Friends of Museums in Israel, which he  presently serves as
chairman. He is also the chairman of the Palm Beach Opera and is on the
Board of Governors of Israel Cancer. Moreover, he is a past member of the
Boston Ballet and a past chairman of the American Friends of the Tel Aviv
Museum. It is true that David’s ancestors had a musical inclination, but
David has taken the interest in the arts into art and museums. Still, the
theme of giving back to the community is the same. David says that his par-
ents were a great influence on him and he quotes his mother Esther who,
right up until her death at 95, reminded David “to keep doing and to keep
giving.” 

David and Joan have two children and five grandchildren, all of whom
live in the Boston area. How lucky are they to be so close to family in this
day. Even with his family all settled close together and all his time away
from Manitoba, David does say he never forgets his Winnipeg links - filled
with wonderful memories (not so much the cold winter days of January).
And, that made me wonder if any of the Genser art pieces had a scene from
Winnipeg in winter. Sure enough, it turns out that for his 70th birthday,
Joan gave her husband  a small coloured drawing from an acclaimed artist
originally from Winnipeg, Marcel Dzama, of a wintery scene featuring
Winnipeg. David Genser will never forget his roots. 

‘The Auschwitz Report’: Slovakian film follows real-life escapees who tried to warn the world 

By

GERRY POSNER

By ANDREW LAPIN
(JTA) — Were it not for Rudolph Vrba and

Alfréd Wexler, would the world today know
the true extent of the mass murder the Nazis
inflicted during the Holocaust? 

The two men, both Slovak Jews who
escaped from Auschwitz, secretly recorded
fastidious notes about details of the death
camp unknown to the outside world. These
included schematics of the gas chambers, the
Nazis’ use of the deadly chemical Zyklon-B,
the number of prisoners being brought in to
their deaths every day and the planned con-
struction of a new rail line for deporting
Hungarian Jews directly to the camp. The
information the men smuggled out of
Auschwitz formed the basis for the Vrba-
Wetzler Report — the first time the international community had heard of
much of these horrors.

The new Slovakian film “The Auschwitz Report,” directed by Peter
Bebjak, somewhat clunkily dramatizes Vrba and Wexler’s 1944 escape and
attempt to get their message to an outside world still largely ignorant of
what was transpiring at the camps. This being a Holocaust film, Bebjak
also spends considerable time (a full half of his 94 minutes) re-enacting the
hell of the camp itself. 

These early sequences — Nazis beating a man to death, shooting a
father’s daughter in front of him, stacking naked dead bodies like meat —
are stomach-churning in a familiar way, and serve as the film’s intent to
align itself with more brutal siblings like “Son of Saul” rather than softer
works like “Life is Beautiful.” Whether you find such scenes a necessary
tool of the “never forget” philosophy will likely depend on how many
Holocaust movies you’ve already seen, and how many more you feel like

you can tolerate.

The escapees are referred to in the
film as “Freddy” and “Walter” and
played by Noel Czuczor and Peter
Ondrejicka. In one of the movie’s
bolder (or perhaps simply more eco-
nomical) choices, there is nothing
inherently heroic or special about
these men. We know just as much
about their backstories as we do about
any of the other prisoners, which is to
say, none — we only meet them in
Auschwitz. This helps Bebjak and his
co-screenwriters, Tomás Bombik and
Jozef Pastéka, avoid the ugly yet typi-
cal Holocaust-movie misstep of cast-
ing the survivors in a more favorable

light than everyone else, as though they simply had more strength of will
than the ones who didn’t make it.

But this approach also has a downside. None of the Jewish prisoners in
“The Auschwitz Report” come off as real people whose lives have value
outside of their striped uniforms. In fact, the only prisoner who’s given a
bit of individual backstory is pointedly referred to as a Franciscan. An early
fake-out scene, in which one of the protagonists imagines himself being
hanged by the camp’s gates, is meant to shock our senses; but the prison-
ers are so interchangeable that it has the opposite effect.

A 10-minute, unbroken sequence at the very end of the film seems to
finally get at the moral concerns the filmmakers are after: Namely, how do
you convince people of something so shocking that it defies belief? After
they’ve fled the camp and spent several days trekking through the woods,
Freddy and Walter finally reach the Polish-Slovak border (this being dur-
ing the First

Two Auschwitz prisoners escape in a scene from “The
Auschwitz Report.” (Samuel Goldwyn Films)

(Continued on page 12. See “Auschwitz Report”.)

DAVID and JOAN GENSER
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UNVEILING
The family of the late

DORIE LEVEN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, October 10
at 11 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

UNVEILING
The family of the late

SHEILA LOWE
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to her
loving memory on
Friday, October 8

at 11 a.m.
at the

Rosh Pina Memorial Park

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

CLARA COHEN
who passed away
October 28, 2016

26 days in Tishrei 5777
Always in our thoughts and in
our hearts.
— Sadly missed by family and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

CLARA CUTLER
who passed away
October 8, 2002

2 Days in Cheshvan, 5763

BEN CUTLER
who passed away
October 1, 1983

24 Days in Tishrei, 5744

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SARAH
DUDECK
who passed away
October 14, 2009

27 days in Tishrei, 5770
—Always remembered, loved
and missed by her children,
grandchildren great-
grandchildren, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANUEL FINK
who passed away
October 3, 2013

29 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children, sister and family.

8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY
GOODMAN

who passed away
October 3, 1991

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their son, daughter-
in-law and grandchildren.
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OBITUARIES
JUDITH PUTTER

With great sadness we
announce the passing of
Judith Rebecca Putter z’l,
who leaves to mourn her
brothers David (Sharon)
Putter and Daniel Putter
and her brother-in-law
Edward Shinewald.
Judith also leaves many
nieces, nephews,
grandnieces and
grandnephews across the
Putter, Sabourin,

Shinewald, Stevens and Johnson families, as well as
many wonderful friends and close neighbours.  She
was predeceased by her sister Sharon Shinewald, her
parents Joseph and Rochelle Putter and her
grandparents Levi and Fanny Sommer and Sender
and Chaya Putter.  She was also a loving dog owner
to Mickey, Malka and Laila.

Judith was born in Montreal on September 2, 1948
and spent significant time as a younger adult in
Haifa, Israel and in Calgary, but lived most of her life
in Winnipeg, which she loved.  She combined her
CA designation with her passion for fine arts as the
proprietor of the Thomas Gallery and then later
became a successful consultant with Investors
Group.  Judith was deeply passionate about the arts,
was a voracious reader and a dedicated volunteer in
Winnipeg’s Jewish and broader communities.  She
lived an extremely healthy life centred around
family, friends and the arts and never cared about (or
even noticed) the latest trend.  She barely ever
watched television. 

Judith passed away from cancer on September 19,
2021.  Her family thanks all the wonderful teams at
the hospitals where she spent her final weeks and, in
particular, her cousin Dr. Hillel Sommer.  Kindly
consider honouring Judith’s memory by donating to
the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre, on whose board Judith
sat, or to the Judith Putter Women’s Endowment
Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.  

Judith was one-of-a-kind.  She was a great sister,
aunt and friend.  She is already deeply missed by her
community - and always will be. 

HENNY PARITZKY  (nee WOLF)
Unexpectedly, our

mother, Henny Paritzky,
passed away on August
25, 2021, at the age of 94.
She was predeceased by
her devoted husband
Abraham and her sister
Branka and is survived by
her three children, Ron
(Esther), Gilead, and
Rachel (Blair), and her
seven grandchildren. 

Born in Poland in 1927,
Henny and her family moved to Holland several years
later for a better life. Little did she know that her
happy childhood with her younger sister Branka
would end with the war, the invasion of Holland, the
imposition of restrictions, and eventually the
deportation of the Jewish population to concentration
camps. 

Henny, Branka, and their loving parents survived
the war through the kindness of strangers, incredible
luck and quick-wittedness, and her father’s planning.
They never made it to Switzerland as planned, but
were able to remain in France by masquerading as
Protestants. Almost all of her relatives were not so
lucky and perished.

The lessons of the war were not lost on our mother,
who chose to focus on the acts of those who helped
her family survive. This is what informed her post-
war life. She learned how to smile again and almost
every picture of her includes her beautiful smile. 

Several years after the war, Henny went to study at
Hebrew University in the newly established state of
Israel. There she met the love of her life, Abraham, a
university student (and dashing reservist). They
married in 1951 and after several years in Israel,
where their son Ron was born, Henny and Abraham
moved to Winnipeg where both were beloved Hebrew
and Judaic studies educators and active members of
the Jewish community. In Winnipeg, their family
grew with the arrival of their son Gilead and daughter
Rachel.

Henny had a long and very meaningful career in
Jewish education as a teacher and then as a principal.
Teaching was her passion and it showed. Her secret?
A genuine interest in each and every student, many of
whom remained in touch with her decades later.

Our mother had many other passions and interests
in her life. She spoke six, or was it seven, languages
fluently, and when she and her sister spoke, they
flitted from language to language without stopping to
take a breath, other than to puff on their cigarettes.
After retirement, she even occasionally worked as an
interpreter.

Henny was a voracious reader and typically had a
half dozen on the go at a time. She was a facilitator for
reading groups and told us she recently received a
small honorarium from one such group and that being
capable of receiving it in her 90s meant more than her
salary as a principal. 

She often spoke publicly about her experiences in
the war including on panels and at various schools.
She believed it was her obligation as a survivor to
teach young people about the lessons to be learned
from her experiences.

She had a marvellous, self-deprecating sense of
humour. Last year as she was struggling with her
walker, she started laughing out loud and said “Oh
my, I’m walking like...walking like...an old woman”.
She especially enjoyed laughing at the results of her
cooking and, brilliant woman that she was, never even
tried to bake after her first few mishaps. A loving
mother, mother-in-law, Oma, and friend, she is
forever in our hearts and will be deeply missed.

The family has been overwhelmed by the
expressions of sympathy from friends and the
community at large, many of which came from former
students who treasured their memories of Henny as a
very special teacher.

Donations in memory of Henny may be made to a
charity of one’s choice.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LARRY HURTIG
who passed away
October 6, 2010

28 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HYMIE KATZ
who passed away
October 15, 1998
26 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your son
Murray, daughter-in-law
Cheryl and granddaughter
Farah.

In loving memory of

MORRIS
(MOISHE)
LEVINE

who passed away
October 8, 1993

23 Days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered by
Marcia.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

LEONARD
PAUL

who passed away
October 3, 1991

25 days in Tishrei

ELAINE
(Footlick) PAUL

who passed away
October 10, 2018
1 day in Cheshvan

In loving memory of

We carry your hearts; we carry them in our hearts.
– Love always and forever, your children, grandchildren and
great grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved  mother and

grandmother

RENEE
ROSENZWEIG

who passed away
October 3, 2019
4 days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAY RUDELIER
who passed away
October 26, 1981

28 Days in Tishrei, 5742
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHEILA
SELLERS
who passed away
October 24, 2000
25 Days in Tishrei

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE
SILVERBERG

who passed away
October 21, 2011
23 days in Tishrei

 Always remembered and
forever missed.
— Your loving wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM STERN
who passed away

Five years ago
October 6, 2016

— With love from Shoshana,
Carmi, Jeriel, Silvan, Doug
and Lyn Stern and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE
(ABELLS)

STRONGER
who passed away

September 30, 1996
17 Days in Tishrei

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by her children Barry,
Michael and Zoa and Lyle and
the rest of her family. May
your sense of humor and
source of strength be embodied
in your great grand-daughter,
your namesake Elizabeth.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN ADLEMAN
who passed away
October 30, 2000

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

SARA
BERKAL

who passed away
March 1st, 2009
5 Days in Adar

Rabbi
LOUIS BERKAL

who passed away
October 19th, 2009
1 Day in Cheshvan

In loving memory of

Beloved Parents, Grandparents
Pillars of our Community

Always Remembered
    Forever Missed

- Your Loving Family

In loving memory of

ANN
DUTKEVICH

Who passed away
November 3, 2000

5 Days in Cheshvan
With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE
ERENBERG

who passed away
October 20, 2009
2 days in Chesvan

Always in our hearts.
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In memory of

MANLEY
GOLDBERG

who passed away
October 19, 2009

2 days in Cheshvan
They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Phyllis, his
children, grandchildren &
friends.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE
ELFENBEIN

who passed away
October 11, 1988
30 Days in Tishrei

Many a lonely heartache
Often a silent tear
But always a beautiful memory
of one we loved so dear
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

You're always in our Hearts, our thoughts and our soul.
Sorely missed but never forgotten.
In Loving memory we honour you.

— Your Loving Children, Grandchildren and Family.

In loving memory of

RUDY
LOWENSTEIN

who passed away
October 18, 2004
3 days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

PAULA
LOWENSTEIN

who passed away
November 11, 2005
9 days in Chesvan

16th Yahrzeit 17th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH MINUK
who passed away
October 12, 2010

4 Days in Chesvan
We will always love
and miss you
— Your loving family.

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JULIUS MINUK
who passed away

October 25th, 2006
3 days in Chesvan

With everyday that passes your
kind and gentle soul remains in
our thoughts.
Your smile and laughter are
deeply missed and your eternal
spirit remains forever in our
hearts.
— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by his wife, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EMANUEL
(MOTTY)

ROSENBERG
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

— Forever in our hearts
and deeply missed by his wife
Sybil, children, grandchildren,
great-granddaughters,  family
and friends.

In loving memory of

LEON
SALAMON
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

Your goodness, sweetness and
integrity will always be
remembered.
You were the best.
— Forever loved by y our wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of dear
father and Zaida

SAM SEGAL
who passed away
October 25, 1998

6 Days in Cheshvan, 5759
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRVIN SERA
who passed away
October 18, 2015

5 days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by his  loving
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LEO

SHEARER
who passed away
November 1, 2019
3 Heshvan, 5780

A true force of nature.

SELMA
SHEARER
who passed away
October 24, 2018
15 Heshvan, 5779

A woman of beauty & grace.
—Forever remembered and sadly missed by their family.

In loving memory of

BEN SMORDIN
who passed away
October 29, 2003

4 Days in Cheshvan
— Always in our hearts and
forever missed by your
daughter and granddaughters,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

RUTH STAJER
who passed away
October 18, 2007

6 Days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

PAUL STAJER
who passed away

November 23, 2005
21 Days in Chesvan

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

JACK EARNEST
STEIN

who passed away
November 8, 1986

6 Days in Cheshvan
Loving memories will never
die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter and
grandchildren.

S l o v a k
Repub l i c ’s
brief exis-

tence as a Nazi-aligned “free” state) and, with
help from the burgeoning Slovak resistance, get
themselves an audience with a British member
of the International Red Cross. Only, he doesn’t
believe their account. 

The aid worker (John Hannah) notes that
reports from his colleagues who’ve visited the
camps make no mention of death squads, and
that everything he’s seen indicates the Nazis are
treating their prisoners humanely — a reflec-
tion of the real-life deception the Nazis played
on the international aid community. He only
snaps out of it when told that his colleagues,
too, had been murdered by the Nazis. “It’s not
just Jews!” the Jewish men tell him, in one of
the only lines of dialogue in the film that men-
tions Jews at all. 

It’s here, at the intersection of desperate pleas
and uncaring bureaucracy, where we begin to
understand why the Holocaust was allowed to
continue for so long, while the world stood
silent. The film’s provocative ending credits try
to continue this theme; Bebjak underlays them
with an audio montage of modern-day world
leaders (including, yes, some familiar
American voices) spouting hateful, nativist
views. Some also traffic in Holocaust denial
and Nazi appreciation. 

“The Auschwitz Report” is hardly the first
film of our modern era to try to make these con-
nections, and the unfortunate truth is that some
artists concerned about fascism and Nazis can
draw that link more convincingly than others.
By focusing so much on the unimaginable
nightmare of Auschwitz itself, and very little on
the actual work of the protagonists trying to
convince people those nightmares were real,
the film comes up short in its plea for us to
grapple with the facts of history.

The real-life Vrba became a significant figure
in the post-Holocaust Jewish landscape,
appearing in Claude Lanzmann’s “Shoah” and
remaining intensely outspoken about what he
saw as the moral failings of the international
community that did not quickly act on his
report. Though the report did help to save more
than 100,000 Hungarian Jews from being
deported to Auschwitz, many more perished at
the camps before action was taken. “The
Auschwitz Report” emphasizes this point, in its
endless depictions of the camp’s horrors. And
yet, it’s hard not to feel like this film’s real story
— the psychological gap between those horrors
and an uncaring outside world — has yet to be
told.

Auschwitz Report
(Continued from page 9.)
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Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of 
Yiddish column

This year I am fortunate to be teaching an advanced level
Yiddish literature course via Zoom. Students with a connection
to Winnipeg attend the class from all over Canada and the world.
We are reading Sholem Aleichem’s “Motl the Son of Peyse the
Cantor” in a beautiful abridged and adapted edition for students
made by Sheva Zucker and Anne Gawenda (New York and
Melbourne, 2017). The book comes with modern illustrations,
glossary, grammatical exercises, and a breadth of fresh air. A
freylkhn yontef sukes. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

 

Jewish radio hour
CKJS has officially moved. Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour -

Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM  at 92.7 FM or online
at ckjs.com  Although the station will broadcast in both the old and
new frequencies for several months everyone is encouraged to lis-
ten at 92.7 FM. 

Rochelle Zucker will host all segments on October 3rd and 10th. 
You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

A German police officer allegedly sent
fan mail to the gunman who attacked a 

synagogue on Yom Kippur 
Sept. 24, 2021 (JTA) – A female police officer allegedly wrote

fawning letters to the imprisoned gunman who attempted to attack
a synagogue in Halle, Germany on Yom Kippur in 2019.

The unnamed officer, a police commissioner in the Dessau-
Roßlau district, has been suspended pending a further investiga-
tion, according to the German news agency DPA. The gunman,
Stephan Balliet, is currently serving a life sentence for the attack,
in which he killed two people near the synagogue.

Tamara Zieschang, interior minister for the state of Saxony
Anhalt, where Halle is located, said she would provide the state
legislature with details on the case this week. According to German
news reports, the officer had no connection to the arrest of Balliet
and was not guarding him, nor was she ever involved in investiga-
tions into hate crimes or the protection of Jewish institutions.

She reportedly wrote admiring letters over a period of months to
the right-wing extremist, expressing sympathy for his crime. The
case came to light after colleagues overheard the commissioner
express admiration for Balliet, and reported it to their supervisors.

More than 10 letters from the officer were found in his prison
cell; she reportedly had used a pseudonym, which was why prison
officials had not noticed them earlier. Other correspondence he
received is now being reviewed.

The chairman of the Jewish community in Halle, Max
Privorozki, told the Suddeutsche Zeitung newspaper that he trust-
ed the police, “despite this insane case.” He added, “Unfortunately,
there seem to be such lunatics everywhere.”

Kathryn Hahn’s next Jewish role: Joan Rivers 
Sept. 23, 2021 (JTA) —

Showtime is producing a limited
series on the late Jewish comedy
legend Joan Rivers, and its lead
actress should not come as a sur-
prise.

Kathryn Hahn, the non-Jewish
star known for playing a rabbi on
the very Jewish series
“Transparent” among other
Jewish roles, will portray Rivers,
who died in 2014 after complica-
tions from a surgery.

The series “The Comeback
Girl” will focus on the years in
the 1980s after Rivers dealt with
a string of professional defeats and contemplated suicide. Rivers
often referenced her Jewishness in her stand-up comedy and left
donations to several Jewish institutions in her will.

Hahn, who grew up Catholic but is married to Jewish actor Ethan
Sandler, will also soon appear in “The Shrink Next Door” on Apple
TV+, an adaptation of a 2019 reported podcast about a Jewish psy-
chiatrist on the Upper West Side of Manhattan who takes control of
the life of one of his Jewish patients.

Kathryn Hahn at the Emmy
Awards in Los Angeles, Sept.
19, 2021. (Rich Fury/Getty Images)
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New book tells story of incredible courage shown by
two Dutch Jewish sisters during World War II

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

In early August we received an email from a
publicist for HarperCollins by the name of
Rebecca Silver, who’s sent us interesting

books to consider reviewing in the past.
Here’s how Rebecca’s email read:

Hi Bernie,
Roxane van Iperen did not know what she

would eventually uncover in her home after
she moved in, but later discovered it was once
known as the High Nest and became enthralled
with the inspiring story of its former occu-
pants. As she unearthed the history behind her
own walls, she learned it was a safehouse for
Jews in the Nazi-occupied Netherlands. From
then on, van Iperen was determined to explore
its hidden corners and found she had unprece-
dented access to two sisters’ personal archives to
create this remarkable work of narrative non-fic-
tion.

The High Nest was one of Holland’s most daring
rescue operations conducted by Jews for Jews.
Through her excavation, she learned the story of
two sisters, Janny and Lien Brilleslijper, who joined
the Dutch Resistance, helped save dozens of lives,
were captured by the Nazis, and ultimately survived
the Holocaust. Through renovating her home, the
sisters’ ingenuity and drive to survive was exposed
by double walls, secret doors, and walled-off
annexes that were so well concealed they were left
undetected for decades. 

Originally published in The Netherlands as The
High Nest, the book was awarded the 2019 Opzij
Literature Prize, an annual Dutch award given to
female authors whose work has contributed to the
emancipation, evolution, and awareness of women.
Janny and Lien’s story is a remarkable story of
resistance, strength, and determination — one you
must read to believe.

All the best,
Rebecca 

Included with Rebecca’s email was the following synopsis of the book:
Eight months after Germany’s invasion of Poland, the Nazis roll into The
Netherlands, expanding their reign of brutality to the Dutch. But by the
Winter of 1943, resistance is growing. Among those fighting their brutal
Nazi occupiers are two Jewish sisters, Janny and Lien Brilleslijper from
Amsterdam. Risking arrest and death, the sisters help save others, shelter-
ing them in a clandestine safehouse in the woods, they called “The High
Nest.”

This secret refuge would become one of the most important Jewish safe-
houses in the country, serving as a hiding place and underground center for
resistance partisans as well as artists condemned by Hitler. From The High
Nest, an underground web of artists arises, giving hope and light to those
living in terror in Holland as they begin to restore the dazzling pre-war life
of Amsterdam and The Hague.

When the house and its occupants are eventually betrayed, the most ter-
rifying time of the sisters’ lives begins. As Allied troops close in, the
Brilleslijper family are rushed onto the last train to Auschwitz, along with
Anne Frank and her family. The journey will bring Janny and Lien close to
Anne and her older sister Margot. The days ahead will test the sisters
beyond human imagination as they are stripped of everything but their
courage, their resilience, and their love for each other.

Based on meticulous research and unprecedented access to the
Brilleslijpers’ personal archives of memoirs and photos, The Sisters of
Auschwitz is a long-overdue homage to two young women’s heroism and
moral bravery—and a reminder of the power each of us has to change the
world.

Author bio: Roxane van Iperen is a Dutch writer and lawyer who resides
in the countryside east of Amsterdam, in a home known as “The High
Nest” which was once the center for one of Holland’s most daring rescue
operations conducted by Jews for Jews. She was shortlisted for the biggest
public prize in Holland, NS Publieksprijs’ Book of the Year.

Now for my review of “The Sisters of Auschwitz”: The information I’ve
quoted verbatim from Rebecca Silver’s email gives as complete an idea
what the book is about as one might like. The question with which I want
to deal is whether I would recommend this book.

It was a year ago precisely that I wrote about a book that was also based

on documents that had been found
hidden for years and which
opened up an entirely different
perspective on certain facets of the
Second World War. That book was
titled “The S.S. Officer’s
Armchair – Uncovering the
Hidden Life of a Nazi”. (You can
read my review by entering the
word “armchair” on our website
when you click on “search
archives”.)

Of course, there’s a world of dif-
ference in reading about a hitherto
undisclosed account of what life
was like for an S.S officer in con-
trast with the lives of two Jewish
sisters (and their families), but the

comparison is fair to make because, in both
cases, through a combination of luck and great
diligence, the authors of the two respective
books were able to piece together their sub-
jects’ lives.

As I made my way through “The Sisters of
Auschwitz”, knowing that the two sisters who
are at the heart of this book actually survived
Auschwitz did not detract from the suspense
that the author builds in telling the story. Every
Holocaust survivor has their own unique story
to tell, but it’s in the telling of the story that the
great books separate themselves from the more
mediocre ones. And, as is evidenced by author
Roxanne van Iperen having been shortlisted for

Holland’s most prestigious literary award, this
book is not just a fine piece of reporting what
the author discovered, it’s very wonderfully
written.

Rebecca Silver’s email tells you about as
much as you need to know about the story that was unearthed  by van
Iperen’s having had the good fortune to have lived in the house  - the “High
Nest”, which became the hiding place for Janny and Lien Brilleslijper,
along with a great many other Jews, for a good part of World War II. What
the author also does so well is describe the terrible fate that befell so many
of Holland’s Jews during the Holocaust, when almost 75% of the Jewish
population was exterminated, either by being murdered in Holland, sent to
labour camps where they perished from exhaustion and hunger, or finally
were gassed in death camps, particularly Auschwitz.

I’ve read before how so many Dutch citizens cooperated fully with the
Nazis. It still comes as a shock to contemplate that fact because we’ve
come to regard Holland as such a liberal state, which for the longest time
was thought of as a mecca for those in pursuit of sex and drugs. But when
you realize that 76,000 Dutch Jews were sent to their deaths, in no small
part because so few Dutch gentiles were willing to come to their aid, it cer-
tainly leaves a different impression of the Dutch for Jews who might have
thought of the Dutch as being active resisters to the Nazis. Sure, there were
many brave souls in the Dutch resistance, but the Nazis were as comfort-
able in Holland as any Western European country, where they found many
Dutch who were all too willing not only to work for the Nazi regime, but
who were as cruel as many Nazis in carrying out their duties.

That’s not the major theme of “The Sisters of Auschwitz”, but as you read
of Janny and Lien’s constant worry about being betrayed during the fairly
long period in which they were able to avoid being detected by Nazi
hunters, who were primarily Dutch citizens - zealous in their pursuit of
Jews, it’s hard not to wonder whether there was a much deeper anti-
Semitism engrained within the Dutch than perhaps we’ve thought. 

While the first half of “The Sisters of Auschwitz” deals with Janny and
Lien’s being able to hide from the Nazis, also their active involvement in
the Dutch resistance, once the storyline moves from Holland to the sisters’
(along with their younger brother and both parents) being transported to
Auschwitz, the book becomes nothing less than an outright horror story.

Before Janny was captured, by the way, she was in hiding in Amsterdam,
along with her non-Jewish husband, Eberhard, where they were both quite
active in the resistance. Once she is captured –and tortured, however, how
she manages to endure the horrors that are subsequently thrust upon her is
a testament to this woman’s utter resilience. While Lein is brave, nothing
compares to Janny’s determination to carry on, no matter how many times
you might think to
yourself: “Why didn’t (Continued on opposite page. See “Sisters”.)

Author Roxanne Van Iperen

“The High Nest” - where sisters Janny and
Lien Brilleslijper hid from 1943-44, along
with their families and a revolving door of
other Jews fleeing the Nazis



she just give up
and let herself
die?”

Whether it was
being starved,
beaten, or forced
to spend hours
naked outside in freezing temperatures, Janny not only managed to
endure, her incredible willpower also enabled her to keep Lein alive at
the same time – many times when Lein was ready to give up.

What might come as the greatest surprise to readers moreover, is the
introduction of the Frank family into the story: father Otto, mother
Edith, and sisters Margot and Anne. I was always under the impression
that Anne Frank died in Auschwitz, but I was wrong; she died in Bergen
Belsen, along with her sister Margot. If the details given in “The Sisters
of Auschwitz” are accurate, the fact that Margot and Anne even made
it as far as Bergen Belsen after having been in Auschwitz is largely due
to the care that was given to both of them by Janny and Lein when both
Frank sisters were suffering from typhus in Auschwitz.

As much as this book is a compelling read, I admit that I had a hard
time with the many foreign names in the book. There are so many dif-
ferent characters introduced – and that is largely a reflection of just how
many different Jews the two sisters were able to hide in the “High Nest”
at one time or another, that it became quite confusing for me, as did the
names of the sisters’ children. Still, I’m sure that if you concentrate on
trying to remember who is who (and I’m terrible at that), it will all
come together for you.

Just as reading “The S.S. Officer’s Armchair”, which was published
in 2020, enabled an entirely new understanding of what life must have
been like for an ordinary Nazi official – 75 years after that particular
individual likely died, reading “The Sisters of Auschwitz” also opens
up an insight into how some Jews were able to endure the tortures
inflicted upon by them by the Nazis that, were it not for a quirk of fate,
would also have remained undisclosed.
“The Sisters of Auschwitz”
By Roxane van Iperen
320 pages
Published by HarperCollins
Released for sale August 31, 2021
Available on Amazon
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B’nai Brith Winnipeg office launching  food box 
program for the underprivileged

By MYRON LOVE
While most people may well

associate B’nai Brith with fight-
ing anti-Semitism, newly-
appointed regional director (for
Manitoba and Saskatchewan) Dr.
Ruth Ashrafi points out that the
organization, which has been in
operation in Canada for over 100
years, also has a long history of
community service aimed at ben-
efitting Canadians of all faiths
and ethnicities.   As Ashrafi
points out, B’nai Birth’s
Winnipeg office contacted 70
service organizations in the city
to invite their members to partic-
ipate in An Afternoon With the
Goldeyes. This annual program was initiated by
Earl Barish and provides free tickets to a
Goldeyes game, complete with hot lunches and
gift bags.

The Winnipeg office’s newest initiative,
Ashrafi reports, is a plan to introduce a weekly
food box program for community members who
may be food insecure.   “Rising   inflation and
Covid layoffs and restrictions have caused much
stress,” she notes.   “While the Jewish Child and
Family Service and the Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre both do an outstanding job of pro-
viding food to those who may be shut-ins or deal-
ing with financial shortfalls – and we don’t want
to be duplicating their efforts – more and more
individuals and families now find themselves in
need of extra support.   We are looking to help
those who may need a little extra.”

She reports that Winnipeg’s food box program

– which is launching on October
4 – is part of a Canada-wide ini-
tiative. B’nai Brith’s Toronto
chapter began distributing food in
the community right after Covid
restrictions were introduced in the
spring of 2020 and all the kosher
food banks in Toronto shut
down.   Montreal followed soon
after.

The plan would provide indi-
viduals and families who need
that extra help with weekly deliv-
eries of a box of non-perishable
food items.   Ashrafi notes that
B’nai Brith Winnipeg already has
a growing list of names of indi-
viduals or families who will be

receiving the food deliveries.
“We are putting together a list of people who

may be able to use our help,” she says.
While the deliveries will initially focus on

members of our Jewish community, Ashrafi
hopes to see the program grow beyond and
extend to people in the general community as
well.

“We are encouraging people in need to contact
us directly,” she says.  “Or, if you know someone
who is in need, also let us know.”

She adds that she is also seeking out volunteers
to deliver the food boxes. 

“And we always welcome donations,” she
says.

For further information about the food box pro-
gram, you can phone the B’nai Brith office at
204-487-9623 (Ashrafi’s extension is 181), or
email winnipeg@bnaibrith.ca..

Sisters
(Continued from
page 14.)

Ukraine passes law banning antisemitism
Sept. 23, 2021 (JTA) — Ukraine’s parliament has passed a law stating that

“antisemitism and its manifestations are banned” in that country.
The law, which passed on Wednesday thanks to a majority of 283 lawmak-

ers out of 450, is unusual in that it also proscribes antisemitic sentiment as ille-
gal. Most countries with laws against antisemitism, such as Germany, France
and the Netherlands, criminalize various expressions of antisemitic hatred but
not the condition of harboring it.

The Law on Prevention and Counteraction to Anti-Semitism in Ukraine
defines antisemitism as “a certain perception of Jews, expressed as hatred of
Jews.” It lists examples of this, including Holocaust denial and “calling for,
concealing or justifying the killing or harm of persons of Jewish origin.”

The law does not mention Israel rhetoric, but Ukraine is a cosignatory to the
IHRA definition of antisemitism, which defines some anti-Israel speech as
antisemitic. The bill also does not address the growing phenomenon in Ukraine
of glorifying Nazi collaborators as national heroes. And it does not stipulate
punishments for those found guilty of violating the law.

Six lawmakers voted against, 40 abstained and 33 were not present during
voting, according to the website of the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine parliament.
President Volodymyr Zelensky, who is Jewish and was elected in 2019, needs
to sign the law for it to become effective.

More than 30 countries stay away from UN
anniversary marking Durban conference

Sept. 23, 2021 (JTA) — More than 30 countries sat out the United Nations
commemoration of the 2001 Durban conference, notorious among Jewish
groups for devolving into antisemitism and virulent anti-Israel activism.

“Thank you for your withdrawal from the 20th anniversary event of the UN’s
Durban Conference,” Israel’s foreign ministry tweeted on Wednesday as coun-
try delegations, already in New York to attend the annual General Assembly,
gathered to commemorate the 20th anniversary of Durban.

At least 33 countries boycotted the commemoration, including the United
States, Britain, Canada, France, and Australia.

In the end, the day-long commemoration did not refer to Israel and the
Palestinians; its focus was on “reparations, racial justice and equality for peo-
ple of African descent,” according to a United Nations release.

Still, Israel sees the original conference as so tainted by anti-Jewish animus
that it urged boycotts of its commemoration.

“The original Durban Conference, a UN-hosted event, became the worst
international manifestation of antisemitism since WWII,” the Foreign Ministry
said in its tweet.
In his opening remarks, António Gutteres, the U.N. secretary-general, noted a
“troubling rise” in antisemitism, anti-Muslim bigotry, and the mistreatment of
minority Christians.
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Accolades continue to mount for longest serving University of Manitoba prof
By MYRON LOVE

In a career filled with accomplishments and awards
matched by few in terms of longevity, the accolades
keep coming in for Michael Eskin, the longest-serving

member of the University of Manitoba`s Department of
Food and Human Nutritional Sciences (where he has also
served as Department Chair and Associate Dean).

The university recently announced that Eskin is one of
two  professors at the institution who have been
elected Fellows of the Royal Society of Canada (RSC), the
country’s most esteemed association of scholars, scientists
and artists.

“To say that I am pleased would be an understatement,”
says the esteemed professor, who has also served our com-
munity as a Chazan for many years.”

He notes that 85 scholars from universities across Canada were inducted
this year.  This brings the number of Fellows at the University of Manitoba
to 53 members, which represents around three percent of the total faculty.

The Royal Society of Canada, Eskin points out, was founded in 1882 and
incorporated by an act of Parliament. Election to the RSC is considered the
highest honour an academic can achieve in the arts, social sciences and sci-
ences. The RSC’s mission is to recognize scholarly, research and artistic
excellence, to advise governments and organizations and to promote a cul-
ture of knowledge and innovation in Canada and with other national acad-
emies around the world.

During the course of a career that has spanned 54 years at the University
of Manitoba,   Eskin    (who is originally from Birmingham, England) has
become one of the world’s leading food science writers, with 17 books to
his credit. His book, “Biochemistry of Foods”, now in its third edition, is
used in university courses around the world and has been translated into
several different languages. In addition to his books, he has published over
250 research articles, book chapters, monographs, abstracts and several

patents.  
The centerpiece of his career has been his work on

the development of edible oils, by playing a key role in
the successful development of canola oil.

He is also to be honoured in October with induction
into the Order of Manitoba, having received the Order of
Canada in 2016. In 2016, Eskin was also selected by the
students in his faculty as Professor of the Year.

Last year, he became just the fifth Canadian scientist to
receive the very prestigious Supelco AOCS (American
Oil Chemists Society) Research Award.  This award has
been presented to scientists in many different disciplines,
including organic chemistry, physical chemistry, bio-
chemistry and nutrition. Three of the previous recipients
of this award were also Nobel Prize winners.

Eskin  has been an active member of the Society for many years, having
served as chair of the AOCS Lipid Oxidation and Quality Division as well
as the first chair of the AOCS Division Council. In addition to serving as
an associate editor of  JAOCS, he was co-editor of  Lipid Technology for
seven years and is currently associate editor of education for the AOCS
Lipid Library.

The official RSC induction for Eskin and his fellow new members is slat-
ed for November 19th, coinciding with the RSC’s annual Celebration of
Excellence and Engagement, Nov. 15-20, in Montreal. Over the course of
the week, thousands of delegates from throughout Canada and around the
world will engage in science sessions featuring the insights of hundreds of
scholars, artists and scientists on the key issues of our time.

Having recently celebrated his 80th birthday, Eskin  continues to teach
two online classes with over 200 students and is already busy on his 18th

book on “Functional Foods and Chronic Diseases”, with his colleague
Professor Michel Aliani, slated for publication in 2022.

MICHAEL ESKIN

Survey finds nearly two-thirds of Jewish students feel unsafe, half hide identity
Jim Fleischer, CEO of AEPi, called the results “staggering and alarming,” saying that more needs to be done to “not only
push back against the rise of anti-Semitism on campuses.”

(September 20, 2021 / JNS) A new survey
has found an alarming level of anti-Semitism
experienced by Jewish students on college
campuses, with students who claim a strong
sense of Jewish identity and connection to
Israel feeling unsafe and the need to actively
hid their identity.

The survey, which polled 1,027 members
of the predominately Jewish fraternity Alpha
Epsilon Pi (AEPi) and the leading Jewish
sorority Alpha Epsilon Phi (AEPhi), found
that nearly 70 percent of the students sur-
veyed personally experienced or were famil-
iar with an anti-Semitic attack in the
past 120 days, with more than 65 per-
cent of these students feeling unsafe
on campus and one-in-10 fearing
physical attack. Furthermore, 50 per-
cent of students said they have felt
the need to hide their Jewish identity.

The poll was conducted between
April 14-20 by the Cohen Research
Group in conjunction with the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights
Under Law. It was the first to specifically examine rates of anti-Semitism
among college students who claim a strong sense of Jewish identity, with
more than 60 percent of the students surveyed belonging to Hillel and near-
ly half to Chabad on Campus, and more than 80 percent supportive of Israel
and 60 percent having visited Israel.

The survey noted that campus anti-Semitism is most often experienced
through words and offensive statements targeted at Jews as a community,
including comments such as Jews are “greedy” or “cheap.” Additionally, it
found that Jews have a collective responsibility for Israel’s military actions
was “relatively common,” noting that it was conducted before the May
2021 Gaza conflict, which saw a major spike in anti-Semitism across the
United States.

Students are experiencing traditional anti-Semitism in the form of anti-

Semitic tropes and a newer form of anti-Semitism as
it relates to Israel,” according to the survey. “It is sig-
nificant that the anti-Zionism and anti-Israelism
reported in this survey was experienced before the
recent Israel-Gaza hostilities. It is likely that had the
survey taken place in May, the number of anti-
Semitic incidents relating to Israel would have been
higher and the percentage of students expressing fear
of being targeted would have been greater than
reflected.”

Kenneth L. Marcus, former assistant U.S. secretary
of education for civil rights, and founder and chairman
of the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights

Under Law, said the findings ring some “con-
sequential alarms” and more “closely resem-
bling previous dark periods in our history, not
the 21st century in the U.S.”

“They reveal that students for whom being
Jewish is a central or important aspect of their
identity are feeling increasingly unsafe visibly
expressing their Judaism for fear of harass-
ment, social bullying and other anti-Semitic

attacks,” he said. “And they expose that increased anti-Semitic acts, which
attempt to hold Jews responsible as a collective, for the actions of the
Israeli government, are driving more and more students to hide their sup-
port for Israel.”

Similarly, Jim Fleischer, CEO of AEPi, called the results “staggering and
alarming.”

He said more needs to be done not only to “push back against the rise of
anti-Semitism on campuses but to make sure that every Jewish student who
wants to express their pride in their heritage or religion can do so without
fear of violence or harassment.”

“In 2021, Jewish undergraduates should not have to hide their identity,”
said Sharon Raphael, national president of AEPhi. “We are in a time when
college students are leading the way in equity and inclusion, Jewish stu-
dents must be included in that activism.”
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The survey...found that nearly 70 percent of the
students surveyed personally experienced or were
familiar with an anti-Semitic attack in the past 120
days with more than 65 percent of these students
feeling unsafe on campus and one-in-10 fearing
physical attack.


