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A deep dive into the 2021 census
produces some very surprising results:
The Jewish population of Winnipeg is -

at a maximum: 14,270
By BERNIE BELLAN 

In the last issue of The Jewish Post & News
I reported on some of the findings of the
2021 census. At the end of my report I

wrote that I had sent an inquiry to statcan ask-
ing for more detailed information about how
many individuals had reported “Jewish” as an
ethnic origin and how many had reported
“Jewish” as their religion.

No other group can be
referred to both as a reli-
gious group and an ethnic
group – which makes try-
ing to parse the data from
the census quite difficult
when you’re trying to
determine just how many
Jews there are in Winnipeg.

And, to make it even more difficult to deter-
mine what figure to assign to the size of the
Jewish population in Winnipeg, respondents to
the 2021 census were able to give more than
one  answer to the question that asked about
ethnic ancestry. Thus, when I tried to correlate
respondents who said their religion was Jewish
with their ethnic ancestry, it was impossible to
do a direct correlation. 

For instance, consider this: Of all Winnipeg
respondents only 6,700 reported that both their
ethnic origin and their religion was Jewish. Yet,
10,700 people in total reported that at least one
of their ethnic origins was Jewish, while
11,170 reported their religion was Jewish.

So, if one were to subtract the number of
people who said they were Jewish both accord-
ing to ethnic ancestry and religion from the
number who said they were Jewish by religion,
you get a figure of 4,400. Add that figure to the
number who said they were Jewish by religion
and you get a figure of 15,570. 

But, here’s where it gets really interesting. A
very large number of individuals who said they
had Jewish ethnic ancestry also said they
belonged to different religions. Of the 10,700
individuals who gave Jewish as at least one
of their ethnic origins, a full 1,245 said they
were Christian by religion. 

As well, there were 20 Muslims, 10
Bhuddists, and 35 others of different religions
who also reported Jewish ancestry. So, if we
subtract the total number of respondents to the
census who reported religions other than
Jewish (1350) from the figure of 15,570, the
resulting figure is 14, 270. That is likely the
number which give the best idea how many
Jews there really are in Winnipeg.

Here’s something even
more surprising: Of the 1350
individuals who gave
“Israeli” as one of their eth-
nic origins, only 855 said
their religion was Jewish. Of
the remainder, 385 said they
had no religion, while 105

said they were Christian. 
Further, of the 10,770 individuals who said

that at least one of their ethnic origins was
Jewish, 2,775 said they had no religion.

When it came to looking at the ethnic back-
grounds of individuals who said their religion
was Jewish, there were also some surprising
results. For instance, of the 11,170 individuals
who reported their religion as Jewish, 180 gave
at least one of their ethnic ancestries as North
American Indigenous. (The census actually
gave much more specific results for
Indigenous respondents, breaking it down by
group, e.g., Cree, Anishanabee, Saulteaux,
etc.)

As far as what other ethnic origins were
given by individuals who said their religion
was Jewish, there was quite an extensive
range, with the most common answer, after
“Jewish”, being Russian, followed by Polish,
British, Israeli, and Ukrainian.

In the next issue we’ll offer a more detailed
analysis of what are the ethnic origins of all
the respondents to the 2021 census who gave
“Jewish” as their religion.

Does it really come as a surprise that Jewish
identity would be so difficult to pin down in
2022? Following are some tables I’ve created
from the data that was sent to me by statcan:

Number of respondents who listed
“Jewish” as an ethnic origin

Year 2001* 2006** 2011*** 2016**** 2021*****
All ages 14,420 12,210 12,005 7,640 10,700
0-14 years 2,655 2,060 1,725 1,830
15-24 1,860 1,750 940 1,250
25-44 3,225 2,595 1,895 2,520
45-64 3,760 3,420 1,780 2,720
65+ 2,920 2,180 1,300 2,370
*Source: 2001 Census of Canada
**Source: 2006 Census of Canada (which was only a partial census, with a 20% sample
group)
***Source: 2011 National Household Survey
****Source: 2016 Census of Canada in which, for the first time,  Jewish was not listed as one
of the 50 choices for ethnic origin
*****Source: 2021 Census of Canada, for which no choices were listed. Instead, respondents
were asked to write in up to two answers. There was a link to a list of 500 possible answers.

Jewish 6,770
Christian 1,080
Muslim 20
Bhuddist 10
Other religions 35
No religion 2,795

Religious orientation of individuals who gave Jewish as an ethnic origin

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre
announces new artistic director
WJT  is delighted

to announce Dan
Petrenko as its new
artistic director. Dan
is incredibly thrilled
to be joining the
team at the
Winnipeg Jewish
Theatre as the
youngest Artistic
Director of a profes-
sional PACT theatre
in the country!   He
will join WJT on
January 16, 2023.

Hailing from Toronto, Dan is a director, play-
wright, and producer who has worked in theatres
around Canada, the US, and on London’s West End.
Most recently, Dan held the role of artistic director at
Olive Branch Theatre, a professional company dedi-
cated to providing opportunities for new-generation
artists in the GTA. During his time at the helm of
Olive Branch, he staged a variety of critically
acclaimed musicals and themed cabarets. Dan
curates, produces, and directs shows that have been
called “valiant” and “complex”. Born and raised in
Israel to Ukrainian-Jewish parents, Dan has fre-
quently gravitated towards stories about Jewish life,
particularly in the Soviet era. Dan is a graduate of the
University of Toronto, holding an MA in Drama,
Theatre, and Performance Studies and an Honours
Bachelor in theatre and international relations. 

“I am incredibly grateful to be joining the team at
the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre,” says Mr. Petrenko. “I
can’t wait to create many new meaningful and mem-
orable theatre memories with the Winnipeg Jewish
community!” 

“We are all very excited to have Dan join the
team,” says the Board of Winnipeg Jewish Theatre.
“We eagerly look forward to the new energy and per-
spective he will bring to our organization.”

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre has been keeping Jewish
culture alive and well in Winnipeg for 35 years and
counting. WJT produces theatre that illuminates the
vast Jewish experience in order to inspire dialogue
about Jewish culture and intersectionality in the
community at large. 

DAN PETRENKO



By MYRON LOVE

On Saturday,
December 3,
the Winnipeg

Symphony Orchestra
will be featuring a
program with a
strong emphasis on
music with Jewish
connections – pieces
for example such as
Prokofiev’s  “Over-
ture on Hebrew
Themes,” Joseph
Achron’s  “Hebrew
Melody, Op. 33,”
Marc Lavry’s “Three
Jewish Dances,” and
John Williams’
“Theme from
Schindler’s List” in a concert featuring two violins that
were saved from the Holocaust.

“In a moving and unforgettable program, the audience
will  hear the stories behind both of the violins and expe-
riences in performance the sounds the owners heard as they played them,”
notes Brent Johnson, the WSO’s associate director, education and commu-
nity.   “This concert will offer a musical journey from Holocaust to hope.”

The violins will be played by Concert Master Gwen Hoebig and Sonia
Lazar, a member of the WSO’s first violin section. Lazar (who is married
to Ezra Lazar, the son of Matthew and Nola) is eagerly looking forward to
playing one of the violins. She and Hoebig will also be doing solo perfor-
mances.

This concert, notes Jim Manishen, the WSO’s artistic consultant,  was
originally supposed to have been performed two years ago – but was shut

down by Covid.
The story
behind it begins
in 2016 when
Shelley Fain-
tuch, the Jewish
Federation of
Winnpeg’s for-
mer community
relations direc-
tor, first heard
the two violins
being played
while attending
an AIPAC con-
ference in
Wa s h i n g t o n ,
D.C. “I was in a
cafeteria,” she
recalls. “At the
sounds of the

violins, everyone went silent.”
As soon as she returned to Winnipeg, Faintuch

contacted Jim Manishen about arranging a concert
featuring the violins.

Faintuch explains how the violins that were saved from the ashes of the
Holocaust came to reemerge in public.  It began when someone in Israel
brought a violin to Amnon and Avshalom Weinstein for repairs. While
examining the violin, the two Israeli violin builders saw black ash inside
and realized that this was a violin that had come from a concentration
camps.  The word got out and soon the brothers were receiving many more
violins for repair that had come out of the camps.  Over time, the brothers
amassed a collection of several of these violins.

“These violins of hope
have been played in concerts
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Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra to feature “Violins of Hope” at December 3 concert

SONIA LAZAR
violinist with the WSO who
will be playing one of the two
violins rescued from the
Holocaust

SHELLEY FAINTUCH
former Jewish Federation
Community Relations Director
who first heard the violins being
played in 2016 when she was in
Washington, D.C. and brought
the idea of the WSO performing a
concert with the violins to Jim
Manishen, artistic consultant for
the WSO

(Continued on page 3. See “Violins.”)

BRENT JOHNSON
WSO Associate Director 

notes that “We are also offering
students a special discounted
price for the concert of $25.”
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by prestigious symphony orchestras
throughout America,” Faintuch says.

Of the two violins that are coming to
the WSO, it is known that one of them, a Stradivarius, was owned by the
Hecht family, originally from Billefeld in Germany. The family fled to
Holland after the Nazis came to power.  In Amsterdam, Mrs. Hecht –
whose first name was Fanny, and who played the violin, became friendly
with a neighbour, Helena Visser, who was also a violin player.  Before the
Nazis rounded up all the Jews in Amsterdam – including the Hechts –
Fanny Hecht gave her violin to her neighbour for safekeeping. 

The Hecht family, Fanny and Alex, and their sons, Fritz and Ernst, were
all murdered by the Nazis.

When the Visser family, on a visit to Yad Vashem,  learned the fate of the
Hecht family and, subsequently  - about the Violins for Hope, they donat-
ed the Hecht violin to Amnon and Avshalom.

The provenance of the second violin at the concert isn’t known.
Avshalem, Shelley Faintuch notes, will be in attendance at the concert

and will be telling the story of the violins.

In addition to the appearance of the violins at the concert, Brent Johnson
notes, the instruments will be part of a Holocaust awareness program in
schools – featuring presentations by Faintuch and  performances by Sonia
Lazar at several Winnipeg high schools, including Grey Academy.

“We are also offering students a special discounted price for the concert
of $25,” Johnson adds.  “Students can order up to six tickets at our special
price.”

The violins from VOH will be arriving in Winnipeg on November 22.
Johnson notes that, prior to the concert,  there will be an extended pre-

concert talk, from 6:40-7:10 – with appearances from  Shelley Faintuch,
Avshalom Weinstein. and WSO conductor Daniel Raiskin.

Jim Manishen reports that, following the concert, the two violins will be
loaned to the Canadian Museum for Human Rights  where they will be on
display until March.  While at the museum there will be numerous outreach
programming presentations once again involving Shelley Faintuch and
Sonia Lazar - including a special presentation and performance on Jan. 27,
2023 (International Holocaust Remembrance Day) at the CMHR Garden
of Contemplation featuring violinist Victor Schultz.

Johnson reports that more than 1400 tickets have already been sold for
the concert so interested readers should consider ordering tickets as soon
as they can by phoning the box office at 204 949-3999 or going online at
wso.ca .

Adds Jim Manishen: “These violins have to be played and heard.”
And Johnson concludes that “in a moving and unforgettable program, the

audience at the concert will hear the stories behind both violins and expe-
rience in performance the sounds the owners heard as they played them - a
musical journey from Holocaust to hope.”

Ben-Gurion University Canada has lost a visionary leader, 
steadfast mentor, devoted friend, lifelong Zionist  

and veteran of the IDF.  

May his memory be for a blessing.  

We thank you, Mark for your unwavering  
commitment to Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. 

Diandra Etkin 
Co-President

Aaron Migie 
Co-President

Zach Ostrove 
Executive Director 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Mark S. Mendelson Z"L 
1949 - 2022 

CEO, BGU Canada 

Crossing the River: The Fink Family Story
The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada is pleased to present

“Crossing the River: The Fink Family Story” at 2 pm on Sunday,
December 4, 2022 in the Berney Theatre, Asper JCC, 123 Doncaster.
Admission is free. Please register by emailing Stan
Carbone:scarbone@jhcwc.org.

Allan Novak’s film “Crossing the River – The Fink Family Story” adroit-
ly relates how  a tragedy of epic proportions  (in this case the horror that
was the Holocaust) can be transformed into a celebration of the resiliency
and ebullience of the human spirit as personified in the film’s protagonists,
the four Fink siblings, Sally (aged 100), Sol (aged 97), Ruth (aged 95) and
Anne (aged 99 and Allan’s mother). 

According to the USC Shoah Foundation, they are the oldest set of
Holocaust survivor siblings in the world. First person accounts interspersed
with photos, and archival documents (some of which were supplied by the
Jewish Heritage Centre), create a vivid, intimate, sometimes poignant, at
times humorous but always inspirational account of a remarkable, and riv-
eting odyssey that does justice to the overall arch of a family history from
its origins in Poland to the traumatic experiences and hardships in  a
Siberian gulag during the second world war to their ability to carve out a
meaningful and rewarding life in Winnipeg.

The irony that their experience in Siberia saved them from perishing in
a Nazi lager, where a brother and eighty relatives perished, will not be lost
to the viewers. As Carol Sevitt, Anne’s daughter, once noted, the horror of
having lost family members “made the siblings hang onto each other even
more”. In Winnipeg, they tackled the everyday challenges of adapting to a
new environment with determination and resolve. In their fifties, the sisters
ran a coffee shop while brother Sol operated a grocery store and later was
a shoichet (ritual slaughterer) until the age of eighty-five. He also chanted
Torah and worked as a cantor in the North End.

Violins
(Continued from page 2.)
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Launching a New Federation Strategic Plan
The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg is excited to announce the launch of

a new strategic planning initiative, to identify specific areas that require
attention and re-focus its efforts on key community priorities.

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg works to ensure that in an ever-
changing world it continues to reflect the community’s needs and how it
fulfills its mandate in providing for its most vulnerable, its youth, and the
community at large. It will also review the way in which it builds financial
support to ensure the strength and inclusivity of our community.

“In order for the Federation to continue operating at a high level of excel-
lence, a strategic planning process is necessary for us to take stock of
where we’ve been, and where we’re headed as a community,” said Gustavo
Zentner, President of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and Co-Chair of
the Federation’s Strategic Planning Committee.

To guide these efforts, the Federation has launched a Federation Strategic
Planning Committee. Elaine Goldstine, Ari Hanson, Murray Palay, Paula
Parks, and Justice Freda Steel, with Carol Duboff and Gustavo Zentner as
co-Chairs will ensure that a meaningful outcome is delivered. To profes-
sionally guide the Federation through the process, it has secured the ser-
vices of Linda Kislowicz, former CEO of the Jewish Federations of
Canada.

“This Federation Strategic Plan will allow us to identify key areas to
address to ensure that Federation is ready to meet the needs of our com-
munity today and in the future,” said Carol Duboff, long-time Federation
board member, volunteer, and co-Chair of the Federation’s Strategic
Planning Committee.

Through a community-wide survey, as well as a number of interviews
with a diverse set of community members, the Federation will have robust
consultations with community members to help prioritize what is impor-
tant for Winnipeg’s Jewish community. The Federation will provide peri-
odic updates on the progress of its strategic planning process, as well as a
final report to the community when it is completed. The outcomes from the
strategic plan will be implemented, and their impact measured for contin-
uous improvement.

“After many years of working for my community, I have had many con-
versations on how the Federation can continually improve upon its man-
date and serve the community well. I am excited to be part of this strategic
initiative,” said Elaine Goldstine, the Federation’s Chief Executive Officer.

Through the Federation’s commitment to leading through actions and
good deeds, this initiative will ensure that Winnipeg’s Jewish community
continues to thrive into the future.

Save the date
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Congregation is proud to announce that its

Annual Distinguished Lecturer Series will take place on Sunday, May 7th,
2023, at Adas Yeshurun Herzlia. 

Our 6th speaker has been recognized by the Jerusalem Post as one of the
50 most influential Jews in the world and by Forbes Israel as one of the 50
most influential Israeli women.  She is Nitsana Darshan-Leitner, Israeli
activist attorney and Director of Shurat HaDin–Israel Law Center, who will
join us live via Zoom.

If passion for justice defines what it means to be a Jew, Nitsana’s work
reflects our religious obligation: “Justice, justice shall you pursue”
(Deuteronomy 18:20). Darshan-Leitner leads the struggle to fight terrorist
organizations and their financial patrons wherever they may be found. 

She currently represents hundreds of terror victims in lawsuits and legal
actions against Hamas, the Palestinian Authority, the PLO, Hezbollah, Iran,
Syria, Egypt, North Korea, the Swiss Bank USB, the Arab Bank, the
Lebanese Canadian Bank, and the Bank of China, allowing victims of ter-
ror to fight back in Canadian, American, Israeli, and European courts. 

Shurat HaDin’s successes to date exceed $2 billion in judgements against
terror organizations and state sponsors, $600 million in frozen terror assets,
and $300 million in cash awards to victims of terror and their families.

Shurat HaDin initiated legal action several years ago to deprive terrorists
of social media resources used to incite on-line violence and promote ter-
ror attacks against Jews. The US Supreme Court recently agreed to hear
their arguments against Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and other providers.

Nitsana Darshan-Leitner is a graduate of  Bar-Ilan University’s law fac-
ulty and holds an MBA from Manchester University. She is a mother of six.

Sponsorships and individual tickets are available by contacting Adas
Yeshurun Herzlia at 204 489 6262 or reception@adasyeshurun.ca.



While there is no doubt that antisemitism is
the issue of paramount concern to Jewish
communities around the world, there is

no shortage of news stories almost anywhere you
look within Jewish media that are dealing with that
subject.

And, while we have a number of stories in this
issue that also deal with antisemitism in its myriad
of forms, especially as it manifests itself online,

once again the results of the 2021 census have so much to say about
Winnipeg’s Jewish community that I decided to make it the lead story in this
issue – following up my initial foray into that subject in our last issue.

There is still quite a bit to explore in data that was sent to me by statcan fol-
lowing a request I sent to that organization requesting detailed figures about
the Jewish population here. (The kinds of data that I was looking for are not
readily accessible without someone at statcan responding to a request for spe-
cific information.)

In response to my emailed request statcan produced a custom table. Here is
how a representative from that organization described what was sent to me:
“We’ve prepared a custom table from the census that should be able to answer
the questions in your email, including the age breakdown of the Jewish pop-
ulation in the Winnipeg CMA. The table includes the following variables:
Ethnic or cultural origin, Religion, Age, and Gender and includes data for
Canada, all provinces and territories, and all Census Metropolitan Areas.”

Now, as much as our Jewish Federation invests quite a few resources in
what it describes as “strategic planning,” and a press release that we’ve print-
ed on page 4 of this issue refers to the latest steps the Federation is taking
toward that purpose, as I’ve asked so many times in the past: “How can you
plan for the future if you don’t even know how many individuals might be
considered ‘Jewish’?”

For years I’ve been arguing that the Jewish community in Winnipeg is much
smaller than what the Federation suggests it is. The last time I heard someone
from the Federation refer publicly to the size of our community, the figure of
16,000 was tossed out, apparently quite arbitrarily.

But, as I show in my article on page 1, if you take into account the results
of the 2021 census the Jewish community cannot be larger than 14,270 at a
maximum. (I explain in some detail in the page 1 article how I arrived at that
figure). But, in order to understand better how the census arrived at its results,
it is important to recall how the question about ethnic origins was worded on
the census.

Here is how the question about ethnic origin was worded on the 2021 cen-
sus:

“What were the ethnic or cultural origins of this person’s ancestors?
“An ancestor is usually more distant than a grandparent.
“For example, Canadian, Chinese, English, East Indian, French, Italian,

Filipino, German, Cree, Mi'kmaq, Salish, Métis, Inuit, Scottish, Irish, Dutch,
Ukrainian, Portuguese, Polish, Korean, Iranian, Vietnamese, Jamaican,
Pakistani, Lebanese, Colombian, Mexican, Somali, etc.

“This question collects information on the ancestral origins of the popula-
tion and provides information about the composition of Canada’s diverse pop-
ulation.

“Specify as many origins as applicable” (emphasis mine)
Given that individuals who may have had some Jewish ancestry in a distant

past could have written “Jewish” as one of the answers for ethnic origin, do
the results for ethnic origin have any substantive value when it comes to
determining how many Jews there are in Winnipeg?

As I note in my article on page 1, a great many individuals who gave their
ethnic origin as Jewish also said their religion was “Christian.” 

Now, I can accept that a great many individuals these days might say that
they have Jewish ancestry, and they do not subscribe to any religion – but we
might still think of them as Jewish, yet when 1,080 individuals (out of 10,700
in total) who said that their ethnic origin, at least in part, was Jewish, but their
religion is Christian, well, what are we to make of that?

Equally surprising to me was the number of individuals – 180, who
responded that their religion was Jewish but their ethnic origin (at least in
part) was North American Indigenous. I find that result to be quite fascinat-
ing. I’m not quite sure what to make of that result, but I’m definitely intrigued
by it.

For that matter, when I studied the table sent to me by statcan I was amazed
at the very wide number of answers for ethnic origin that were listed for indi-
viduals who gave their religion as Jewish. I think that many readers would be
equally fascinated if I were to list all the different ethnic origins for
Winnipeggers who responded that their religion was Jewish. It would take
well over a page in this paper to list them all.

In the final analysis answers to the question about religion give a much
clearer idea just how many Jews there are in Winnipeg. The fact that 11,170
individuals gave “Jewish “ as the answer, is probably much more significant
than the number who gave “Jewish” as one of their ethnic origins. (For com-
parison’s sake, the number in 2001 who answered “Jewish” to the question
about religion was 12,045, while in 2011 it was 10,735.) Thus, while the fig-
ure for ethnic origin has declined from 2011 to 2021, it went up in 2021 from

2011, which probably indicates a slight increase in the size of our Jewish pop-
ulation, but not much.

So, what does this all mean in the end? Just this: Our “Jewish community,”
if one can even refer to the collection of individuals who responded either that
their religion was Jewish or one of their ethnic origins was Jewish is so dis-
parate that it can hardly be referred to as a community any longer. No doubt,
if one were to go back in time to say the 1961 census, when there was clear-
ly an identifiable “Jewish community” that almost reached 20,000 in size, that
community was far more homogenous than whatever our “community,” no
matter how you define it, is today.

The other significant result of the 2021 census – and one which I’m sure
would not come as any great surprise to anyone at all, is the increase in the
number of individuals 65+ as a percentage of the individuals who gave their
ethnic origin as Jewish.

In 2001, the figure was 21%; in 2011 -  19%; and in 2021 – 23%. 
Further, when you take into account the percentage of individuals who said

their ethnic origin was Jewish and who were from 45-64 years of age -26%,
the total percentage of individuals 45+ who gave “Jewish” as one of their eth-
nic origins is now 49%. We’re definitely a community that skews older, which
would probably come as a jolt to the people at the Federation who think
Instagram is the best way to reach members of our community.

Is the Jewish Federation taking any of this into account when it says it’s
embarking on a new strategic plan? (I haven’t bothered to go back into this
paper’s archives to see just how many times our Federation has embarked
upon yet another “strategic” planning process, but it seems to me that there’s
always another plan underway.)

One of my other goals in analyzing the statcan data that was sent to me is
to correlate answers about ethnic origin and religion with where people live
in Winnipeg. That will require quite a bit more analysis, but it would certain-
ly be interesting to know where individuals who gave either their religion or
ethnic origin as Jewish, live. Again, it really shouldn’t have to be  the editor
of the Jewish newspaper doing this kind of analysis, it should be the
Federation. If you’re going to be planning for the future, as much as it’s nice
to conduct “surveys” and “interviews,” as the Federation says it will do in its
press release, how about beginning with an analysis of census data, which is
the most logical place to start?

Turning to something else that piqued my interest recently – and is some-
what related to the notion of what constitutes a Jewish “community,” there
was a fascinating article in Haaretz about recent archaeological research that
would purport to show that Judaism was not even an organized religion until
the time of the Hasmoneans, which was in the second century BCE. That’s
especially significant, coming up as we are to Chanukah, which celebrates the
Hasmonean victory over the Seleucid dynasty (which had its origins in
Alexander the Great’s empire).

According to this research, the ancestors of what we now think of as the
“Jews” worshipped a number of different gods for much longer than has been
thought the case. Further, while it is likely that the religious laws that define
Jewish practices were codified around 600 BCE, according to this new
research, the likelihood is that the vast majority of people whom we’ve
thought of as Jews had no idea what those laws were. The findings are based
on analysis of the foods people ate (including shellfish), also coins that were
minted bearing the faces of different deities, in areas that were inhabited by
people in what were Jewish
areas of settlement in ancient
Judea and Israel.

If there is one common
denominator between this
new theory and what I’ve
been trying to get across in
this piece it is that for thou-
sands of years Jews have
intermingled with neighbour-
ing groups, often intermarry-
ing, adopting new customs,
shedding old ones, and
redefining themselves.

The fact that Winnipeg’s
Jewish “community” is now
so disparate as to be beyond a
simple description of who is
“Jewish,” therefore, should
come as no surprise. So, if the
Federation is going to
embark on yet another plan-
ning process, how about
beginning by analyzing the
results of the 2021 census,
which show that defining
who is “Jewish” is quite the
challenge?
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Opinion/Letters

New government in Australia reverses
decision to move embassy to Jerusalem

It should come as no surprise that Australia’s
new Labor Government has rescinded its pre-
decessor’s pledge to move the country’s

embassy in Israel to Jerusalem.
As British journalist and commentator Melanie

Phillips noted in the May 26 edition of the online
Jewish News Syndicate, the new Prime Minister
“down under” – one Anthony Albanese - is essen-
tially a clone of the former (and unlamented)
British Labour leader, Jeremy Corbyn. The latter,

readers may recall, was, and is, a hard leftist who never met a terrorist
whom he didn’t consider a friend.  Not only is he wholeheartedly commit-
ted to the Hamas and Palestinian Jihad view of the Israel-Palestinian con-
flict but he also supported the terrorist IRA against his own country.

(If Australia was faced with a separatist Aborigine movement which
employed violence, would Albanese support it?  Just asking.)

Phillips reported that Albanese has a history of anti-Israel positions. He
has declared himself a “strong advocate of justice for Palestinians,” called
Israel an “oppressor,” and accused it of collective punishment against the
Palestinian Arabs.

In 2019, Phillips pointed out, Albanese traveled to Britain, where he met
with Corbyn... and posted a photo of the two of them smiling together

“Like his friend Corbyn,” she wrote, “Albanese is rooted in radical
socialism.”         

While Phillips noted that the new prime minister – who was elected last
May –  initially toned down his anti-Israel rhetoric shortly after winning
the election – talking about opposing boycotts and Israel continuing to be
able to count on Australia’s support and friendship under his leadership, his
foreign minister, an individual named  Penny Wong,  at a special confer-
ence four years ago, called for “the next Labour government to recognize
Palestine as a state,” and expecting “that this issue will be an important pri-
ority for the next Labor government.”

To make matters worse, Phillips continued, the Albanese Government is
a minority government reliant on the “Teals,”Australia’s version of the
Green Party – and, as with Canada’s Green Party, the Teals are extremely
hostile where Israel is concerned.

In Australia, Phillips pointed out, the Greens are the only political party
to have rejected the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance
(IHRA) definition  of anti-Semitism. And last year, she added, their nation-
al conference voted to “halt military cooperation and military trade with
Israel.”

Two months later, she further reported , a former high-profile Green par-
liamentary candidate, Julian Burnside, tweeted that Israel’s “treatment of
the Palestinians looks horribly like the German treatment of Jews during
the Holocaust.” After a public rebuke from the Jewish community, Green
leader Adam Bandt said his party “abhors anti-Semitism in all its forms.”

Across the West, Green supporters tend to be venomously hostile to
Israel. This is not surprising, considering that fundamental to green ideol-
ogy, which was enthusiastically embraced in the 1930s by the German
Nazi Party, is an implacable hostility to the Jewish roots in the West.

A couple of my own observations: First of all, what is it with this Green
agenda re “occupation” with Israel?  What has the Israel-Palestinian issue
to do with saving the planet from environmental destruction? And how is
it possible that these people – who style themselves “environmentalists”
seem to be completely unaware that the Jewish State is an environmental
world leader?  Is this an indication that these green activist really don’t care
about the environment?

As to the rationale of Australia and other countries refusing to recognize
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital because they don’t want “to jeopardize” nego-
tiations toward an  imaginary “two-state solution,” I would point out that
west Jerusalem is and has always been a part of Israel and there is no cir-
cumstance in which that area of Jerusalem would ever become part of a
Palestinian state.   

In addition, there are no negotiations to jeopardize nor are there going to
eb any in the foreseeable future because the bottom line is that the
Palestinian leadership consistently makes it clear that they have no inten-
tion of negotiating final borders with nor recognizing Israel within any bor-
ders.

“Just like other Western countries,” Phillips wrote, “Australia has also
been troubled by rising anti-Semitism and Islamic radicalization, and the
indulgence of both by the left-wing intelligentsia.

“The danger is that Australia’s Labor government will now emulate the
Democrats in America—professing support for Israel while pursuing an
agenda that undermines it at every turn, puts it in danger and inescapably
makes the lives of Australian Jews more difficult.

“The unhappy fact is that wherever a left-wing administration is elected
today, this presages a rocky road ahead for all who care about justice, free-
dom and truth.

“The election of Albanese’s Labor Party isn’t just a blow for defenders of
Israel. It also threatens to turn Australia into a weak link in the defense of
the West, which becomes more urgent by the day.”

By

MYRON LOVE

LETTERS

Fewer Jews hasn’t translated into weaker Jewish organizations
In the last edition of The Jewish Post & News you penned an article on

the results of the most recent Statistics Canada Cenus (2021) which,
amongst many other metrics, identified ethnic and religious affiliation in
Canada. You explored the data on the number of people in Winnipeg and
what the data shows about the number of people in Winnipeg who identi-
fy as being Jewish by ethnicity and religion. While you seemed to “twist”
the numbers to come up with an approximate number of 15,000 Jewish
people in Winnipeg even though the data did not explicitly state this, you
than go on to question this high number by stating there has been a decline
in synagogue membership in the city,  that the Simkin Centre has a large
number of non Jewish residents living there, and that there has been declin-
ing enrolment at Gray Academy and Brock Corydon. I should note that you
omitted any reference to the Rady JCC where it is “understood” that a sig-
nificant percentage of its membership is now not Jewish. 

I question your reference to declining synagogue membership being the
result of fewer Jewish people in Winnipeg. I would venture the theory that
declining membership and participation in synagogue life is due to more
Jewish people identifying as secular with religion playing a much less
important role in affirming their Jewish identity.  Indeed, the Stats Canada
Census found that overall in Canada, the percentage of people who do not
follow a religion has more than doubled over the past two decades and is
now the fastest growing segment of the population. There is no reason to
believe that this is not true for people who identify as Jewish. Fortunately,
our cultural traditions and collective desire to affirm Jewish life in our
community remain strong as evidenced by the successes of both the Jewish
Federation and the the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba in supporting
Jewish agencies in the city in spite of our declining interest in religious life. 
Irwin Corobow

Congratulations on adoption of IHRA definition of antisemitism
In the last few decades,we have witnessed traditional anti-Semitism rais-

ing its ugly head in a form of anti-Zionism which in essence means dehu-
manizing, delegitimizing, and applying double standards when dealing
with the Nation State of the Jewish people. 

I was very pleased to learn that the Manitoba government has  formally
adopted the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s (IHRA) def-
inition of anti-Semitism as part of its anti-racism strategy. Although this
definition is legally non biding, it was an important step towards dealing
with the more “progressive” form of antisemitism which is just as danger-
ous as its “right-wing brother”. 

I would like to congratulate the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, espe-
cially Elaine Goldstine, Adam Levy, and Gustavo Zentner for their hard
work and commitment to the welfare of our community and Israel. A spe-
cial thank you also goes to the Honourable Heather Stefanson, the
Honourable Andrew Smith, and to MLA Ron Schuler.

Most importantly, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Dr.
David Matas, Senior Legal Counsel to B’nai Brith Canada and the
Honorable Irwin Cotler, the Federal Government’s Special Envoy on
Preserving Holocaust Remembrance and Combatting Antisemitism. These
two individuals are the heavy weights of the IHRA committee and two bril-
liant legal analysts.  We, as a Jewish community should consider ourselves
fortunate that we have the best of intellectual talent who contribute signif-
icantly under the radar in combatting the evil forces of anti-Semitism.   
Bradley Pollock

Russia, Iran, secure agreement to produce Iranian-
designed drones on Russian soil

(Nov. 20, 2022 / JNS) Russia has secured an agreement with Iran to
begin building hundreds of unmanned aerial vehicles on Russian soil, The
Washington Post reported on Sunday, citing American and other Western
intelligence sources.

According to the report, Russian and Iranian officials sealed the agree-
ment during a meeting in Iran in early November.

The report cited three sources as stating that Russia and Iran are moving
quickly to transmit designs and critical components for the production of
Iranian-designed UAVs on Russian soil, which could begin within months.

The Russian Defense Ministry did not respond to a request for comment,
according to the Washington Post.

On Nov. 15, the United States imposed penalties on firms and individu-
als involved in the development or transfer of Iranian drones used by
Russia in strikes on civilian facilities in Ukraine, according to Reuters.

The United States is attempting to put further pressure on Moscow over
its invasion of Ukraine, which has left cities in ruins and killed or injured
hundreds.

Russia obtained multiple types of attack and intelligence drones from
Iran, which were used to target Ukrainian cities and critical energy infra-
structure sites. These include the Shahed 136 suicide drone, which can
carry an explosive warhead of 40 kilograms, and which maneuvers to tar-
gets using satellite navigation.
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Analysis

The exhausting, never-ending job of debunking antisemitic conspiracy theories

By ANDREW SILOW-CARROLL
(JTA) — A few days after the comedian Dave

Chappelle appeared to justify the never-ending
appeal of Jewish conspiracy theories, this sentence
appeared in the New York Times: “Bankman-Fried is
already drawing comparisons to Bernie Madoff.”

I’ll explain: Sam Bankman-Fried is the 30-year-
old founder of FTX, the crypto-currency exchange
that vaporized overnight, leaving more than 1 mil-
lion creditors on the hook. Bernie Madoff, is, of
course, Bernie Madoff, the financier who defrauded
thousands of investors through a multibillion-dollar
Ponzi scheme and died in prison.

It’s a fair comparison, as a former regulator tells
CNN: “Bankman-Fried, like Madoff, proved adept
at using his pedigree and connections to seduce
sophisticated investors and regulators into missing
‘red flags,’ hiding in plain sight.”

Nevertheless, seeing these Jewish figures lumped
together, I braced myself for the inevitable: Nasty
tweets about Jews and money. Slander from white
supremacists. Plausibly deniable chin-scratching
from more “mainstream” commentators.

What comes next is a familiar script: Jewish
defense groups issue statements saying conspiracy
theories traffic in centuries-old antisemitic tropes
and pose a danger to the Jews. Jewish news outlets
like ours post “explainers” describing how these
myths take hold.

It’s exhausting, having to deny the obvious: that a group of people who
don’t even agree on what kind of starch to eat on Passover regularly
scheme to bilk innocents, manipulate markets or control the world. And it
often seems the very attempt to explain these lies and their popularity ends
up feeding the beast.

Chappelle’s now notorious monologue on “Saturday Night Live” is a
case in point. At first pass, it is a characteristically mischievous attempt to
both mock the rapper Kanye West for his antisemitism, and to push bound-
aries to explain why a troubled Black entertainer might feel aggrieved in an
industry with a historic over-representation of Jews. Jon Stewart certainly
heard it that way, telling Stephen Colbert, “Look at it from a Black per-
spective. It’s a culture that feels that its wealth has been extracted by dif-
ferent groups. That’s the feeling in that community, and if you don’t under-
stand where it’s coming from, then you can’t deal with it.”

That is a useful message, but consider the messenger. Chappelle appears
to disapprove of West’s conspiracy-mongering, but never once discusses
the harm it might cause to the actual targets of the conspiracies. Instead, he
focuses on the threat such ideas pose to the careers and reputations of enter-
tainers like him and West. The “delusion that Jews run show business,” said
Chappelle, is “not a crazy thing to think,” but “it’s a crazy thing to say out
loud.” He ends the routine by ominously invoking the “they” who might
end his career.

That’s what critics meant when they said Chappelle “normalized” anti-
semitism: He described where it’s coming from, explained why his peers
might feel that way, and only criticized it to the degree that it could lead the
purveyors to be cancelled. It’s like saying, “You don’t have to vaccinate
your kids. Just don’t tell anybody.”

This week I worked with a colleague on an article about how the “Jews
control Hollywood” myth took hold, and at each step of the way I won-
dered if we were stoking the fire we were trying to put out. No, Jews don’t
control Hollywood, we reported, but “nearly every major movie studio was
founded in the early 20th century” by a Jew. Those moguls rarely used the
movies as a platform to defend Jewish interests, but per Steven Spielberg,
“Being Jewish in Hollywood is like wanting to be in the popular circle.”

A documentary shown Thursday night at the DOC NYC festival here in
New York teeters on the edge of the same trap. “The Conspiracy,” directed
by the Russian-American filmmaker Maxim Pozdorovkin and narrated by
Mayim Bialik, uses 3-D animation to explain how conspiracists ranging
from a 19th-century French priest to American industrialist Henry Ford
placed three Jews — German financier Max Warburg, Russian revolution-
ary Leon Trotsky and falsely accused French soldier Alfred Dreyfus — at
the center of a vast, contradictory and preposterous scheme to take over the
world. It connects age-old Christian animosity to the Jews to centuries of
antisemitic paranoia and fear-mongering that led to unspeakable violence
at Kishinev, Auschwitz and Pittsburgh. “This myth has plagued the world
for centuries,” Pozdorovkin explains.

Or at least that’s the message you and I might have gotten. But I can also
see someone stumbling on this film and being seduced by the rage and cyn-
icism of the conspiracy-mongers — who, I should note, are quoted at
length. Part of the problem is the film’s aesthetic: a consistently dark

palette and a “camera” that lingers on ugly exam-
ples of antisemitic propaganda. Even though these
images are seen on a creepy “conspiracy wall” and
connected with that red thread familiar from cop
shows and horror films, I can well imagine an unin-
formed viewer asking why members of this tiny
minority seem to be at the center of so many major
events of the 19th and 20th centuries.

I was reminded of a joke by the Jewish comedian
Modi, ridiculing the ritual of inviting celebrities
accused of antisemitism to visit a Holocaust muse-
um. “Which is the stupidest idea, ever,” he says.
“You’re taking someone who hates Jews into a
Holocaust museum. They come out of there [say-
ing] ‘Wow! Oh my God, that was amazing! I want
a T-shirt!’”

The poet and essayist Clint Smith, whose cover
story in next month’s Atlantic explores the mean-
ings of Holocaust museums in Germany, makes a
similar point. After visiting the museum in Wannsee
documenting the infamous meeting in which the
Nazis plotted the Final Solution, he wonders:
“Might someone come to a museum like this and be
inspired by what they saw?”

The makers of “The Conspiracy” (oy, that title)
obviously intend the very opposite. In an interview
with the Forward, Pozdorovkin agrees with the
interviewer’s  suggestion that those “who most

need to see this film might be the least likely to be convinced by it.”
“My hope is that this film has a trickle-down effect,” he explains.

The fault lies not with those who seek to expose antisemitism but with a
society that relies on the victims to explain why they shouldn’t be victim-
ized. As many have pointed out, antisemitism isn’t a Jewish problem; it’s a
problem for the individuals and societies who pin their unhappiness and
neuroses on a convenient scapegoat. Ultra-nationalism and intolerance are
the soil in which conspiracies take root.

But as long as scapegoating remains popular and deadly, the victims have
to keep explaining and explaining the obvious — that, for instance, the fact
that Sam Bankman-Fried and Bernie Madoff are Jewish is no more signif-
icant than the fact that Henry Ford and Elon Musk, two people who found-
ed car companies, are gentiles.

The question is, who is listening?

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

A scene from “The Conspiracy,” a new
film by Maxim Podzovrokin, explains
“how conspiracists ranging from a 19th-
century French priest to American indus-
trialist Henry Ford placed three Jews —
German financier Max Warburg,
Russian revolutionary Leon Trotsky and
falsely accused French soldier Alfred
Dreyfus — at the center of a vast, contra-
dictory and preposterous scheme to take
over the world.”

Portuguese diplomat who saved thousands during
Holocaust honored with plaza in Jerusalem

Nov. 16, 2022 (JTA) — A plaza in Jerusalem’s Kiryat Hayovel neigh-
borhood has been named after Aristides de Sousa Mendes, a Portuguese
diplomat who saved thousands of lives during the Holocaust but spent the
rest of his life as a social pariah.

“This small corner of Jerusalem, the eternal city, now carries the name
of a hero,” Jerusalem Mayor Moshe Lion announced at a ceremony last
week. “Think of the many thousands who will pass by here every day.
Many of them, perhaps, Jews who were saved because of the bravery of
ambassador Sousa Mendes.”

Sousa Mendes served as consul in Bordeaux in 1940 and gave visas to
an estimated 10,000 Jewish refugees as the Nazis rose to power in Europe.
Risking danger to himself and his family, Sousa Mendes saved an esti-
mated 30,000 people total despite the “circular 14” decree issued by
Portuguese dictator Antonio Salazar, which banned Portuguese diplomats
from supplying Jews with visas.

Mendes was recognized with a monument in Lisbon in 2020 and had an
airplane named after him in 2014, but his actions were not widely
acknowledged during his life. He was recalled back to Lisbon during the
war, blacklisted and subsequently fell into poverty. Lisbon’s Jewish com-
munity fed him and his family in their community soup kitchen.

“He lost everything,” Olivia Mattis, president of the Sousa Mendes
Foundation and a descendant of one of those he saved, told The Times of
Israel.

Mendes was posthumously recognized as a Righteous Among the
Nations — a title conferred on behalf of the State of Israel by the Yad
Vashem Holocaust museum in Jerusalem to non-Jews who risked their
lives to save Jews during the Holocaust.

“Paying tribute to this man today is an opportunity to look inside our-
selves in search of values of peace, love, humanity and compassion for
each other,” said Jorge Cabral, Portugal’s ambassador to Israel, at the
plaza naming ceremony.
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Ukraine war 

Yehuda Friedberg and the Mriya Report

Since the start of
Russia’s full-
scale invasion of

Ukraine on February
24, 2022, the team
behind Mriya Report
has been broadcasting
live, 24/7, on Twitter
Spaces—the modern

equivalent to live global radio.

(Ed. note: Twitter Spaces is “a way to have live
audio conversations on Twitter. Anyone can join,
listen and speak in a Space on Twitter for IOS
and Android.To find out more about how you can
listen to Capt. Friedberg and his many guests
simply Google “Twitter Spaces.”)

Founded by Yehuda Friedberg (Yehuda@yamza-
llagh), a captain in the Canadian Armed Forces, in
early 2022, the space has become an indispensable
source of information on the illegal and unprovoked war of aggression
being waged by the Russian Federation against democratic Ukraine.

Akaash Maharaj, Ambassador-at-large for the Global Organization of
Parliamentarians (GOPAC), is a regular guest on the MR. He leads
GOPAC’s project on international prosecution of Crimes against Humanity,
its work on reconciliation in post-conflict states, and its efforts to strength-
en integrity in the global sport system. He is a Fellow of the Royal
Canadian Geographic Society, a Senior Fellow of the Munk School of
Global Affairs and Public Policy, and Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts.

“The Mriya Report is an extraordinary source of first-hand and expert
information about the war in Ukraine,” Mr. Maharaj, a graduate of Oxford
University, said in an email to this reporter.

“The speakers have included soldiers and civilians on the ground in
Ukraine, military and diplomatic experts, political leaders, and humanitar-
ian workers.  It has given people across the world an unfiltered window
into the realities of the war, and access to the kind of deep insights and
analysis that are rare outside of universities and government situation
rooms.”

Capt. Friedberg, who lives in Toronto, Ontario, consented to an email
interview with The JP&N. 

JP&N:  What are the origins of the Mriya Report?
YF: It is surprising for most that so many people, from various back-

grounds and walks of life, managed to find one another online and create
this amazing information space. It is just as surprising to myself and the
Mriya Report team. 

We are a team of friends of Ukraine, volunteers from around the world,
providing round-the-clock news and commentary on the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. We work to keep Ukraine front of mind.

Collectively, we support  a charity organization formed in the wake of the
full-scale invasion by a number of Canadians and Ukrainians from all
walks of life.

For me it all began with the NATO mission winding down in
Afghanistan by mid-2021. I was a 44-year-old father with a young family
living in Toronto.  My daily routine was as normal as most who have tod-
dlers: Wake up, get kids ready, work, pick up kids, prepare dinner, relax,
and sleep; then repeat.

When it became apparent that there would be an exodus of Afghans flee-
ing the Taliban, I think many people became concerned about what would
happen to the generation of Afghans who grew up learning about democ-
racy, the freedom of expression, the right to believe what you want. I, like
many others, felt helpless to really do much about it. All we could do was
watch.

This is when the story gets interesting.
So my day job is a little different than most perhaps. I am an officer in

the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF).  I will take this time to make it very
clear that everything I have done and continue to do in my personal time,
is strictly voluntary, and does not represent the CAF in any capacity.
However, my beliefs are in line with the ethos that any reasonable, just, and
considerate person should hold.

It started with a pizza deliveryman, whom I befriended and who then told
me his mother was the last Jew in Afghanistan.  He said her life was in dan-
ger for hiding the remaining Jews before her, and asked if I could do any-
thing to help.  That story in itself is another matter.  I was able to facilitate
the family of 35 in leaving Afghanistan for safety. 

Over the last year and a half, I have assisted in the evacuation of 1500
Afghan refugees, translators, female leaders and other vulnerable persons.
This includes the last Jewish Afghan family, who are now in Canada except
10 members still stuck in the UAE. 

During the course of my work I grew a considerable network of like-

minded people.
When the situation in Ukraine

started to become clear, Lieutenant-
Colonel Melanie Lake and I creat-
ed an NGO called Mriya Aid. This
group provides non-lethal support
for the government of Ukraine.
Simultaneously, I created an online
podcast through Twitter, called the
Mriya Report.

JP&N:  How many people
worldwide listen to the MR?

YF: The Mriya Report has had
over 150 million impressions, and
we operate 24/7 week for 8 months,
an information campaign to assist

and support Ukrainians. In that time I
have built a team of 40 volunteers
worldwide, journalists, audio engi-
neers, and former military officers

etc... The following is a partial list of who I have had on our show, many
of whom are on daily now as expert analysts:

· Lt Gen Ben Hodges (On our show weekly) and Lt Gen Mark Hertling
(both former Commanders of the US Army in Europe);

· Anton Gerashchenko - Advisor to the Minister of Internal Affairs of
Ukraine;

· Maj Gen Mick Ryan AM (Commander of the Australian Defense
College);

· Maj Gen Pekka Toveri (former Chief of Finnish Military Intelligence);
· Lt Col Rup Rawlings; Retired USMC officer;
· Lt Col Alexander Vindman, and a wide number of other experts –

including foreign policy researchers, elected officials, energy policy
experts, and even an astronaut (Cdr Scott Kelly);

· Col John Spencer, West Point professor and world’s foremost Urban
Operations specialist. (He is on daily); and

· Lt (N) Chuck Pfarrer, Former Navy Seal commander, Seal Team 6. He
brought to justice the terrorist who killed Leon Klinghoffer on the Achille
Lauro. (He is on daily)

We have also promoted a number of Ukrainian voices, including human
rights advocate Taras Ratushnyy; Dariia Tsykunova (partner of Ilya, an
Azovstal defender imprisoned by Russians and now released); Alexander
Kamyshin, the CEO of Ukrainian Railway; Valentyn Nalyvaichenko, who
formerly Headed the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) and is now a
Member of the Verkhovna Rada; Ministers;

Plus numerous Ukrainian Cabinet ministers, Presidential advisors, med-
ical specialists, psychologists and surgeons.

JP&N: What else would you like to share with our readers?
YF:  We are also in the process of setting up several unique processes to

assist the Ukrainians in their efforts, and anti-fraud organizations for NGOs
to best deliver goods, and a logistics hub in Kyiv to facilitate efficient
transfer of non-lethal goods with even greater fidelity.

As well, members of Harvard and Stanford universities have reached out
to me in the information space, and we began a project to produce a digi-
talized map of Ukraine, with input from geo technicians worldwide, both
professional and amateur, in conjunction with satellite imagery companies. 

The intent is to create a corpus of digital data that can be used currently
and for future studies and investigations. It will include damage to cultural
and heritage sites, civilian infrastructure, possible locations of war crimes
atrocities, exit route for human trafficking, and a multitude of other uses.
The geo spatial lab at Harvard has obtained blessings from its provost to
create a plan in order to create this collaboration, which would be steward-
ed by the major institutions of higher learning. We meet weekly to discuss
this roll out and to bring on relevant stakeholders.

This endeavour will ultimately be stewarded by these major institutions
of higher learning.We have also received buy-in and support from several
major medical/hospital groups in North America to treat Ukrainian civil-
ians and soldiers, either free of charge, or at cost. We are currently work-
ing with Natalia Kalmykova at the Minister of Veterans Affairs Ukraine to
assist in the triage for those patients.

Additionally, I would be remiss if I didn’t ask for more help from our
audience.  If you are able to assist in any of the above efforts, we would be
glad to take on more volunteers.

I want you to know that our team and I do this for one reason: To help
Ukraine. To stop a genocide. We see growing movements of totalitarianism
and authoritarians on the rise worldwide.  We want to do something about
it.  It starts with me, it starts with you.

YEHUDA FRIEDBERG
helping to provide a valuable source of the latest infor-

mation about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

By

MARTIN ZEILIG



By LEANNE SHOR
This story was originally

published on the Nosher.

I know that sufganiyot
— jelly donuts — are tra-
ditional and beloved for
Hanukkah. But I feel con-
fident that once you try
these easy and incredibly
delicious ricotta fritters,
you will be converted to
these sweet fried treats.

And if I’m making a
confession, I have actually
never loved traditional suf-
ganiyot. Sometimes our
family made our own, or
bought from local bak-
eries, but were usually left
feeling kind of “meh.”
They were always a bit too
bread-y and heavy.

Around 10 years ago my
sister enlightened us all
with these perfectly crisp, round fritters. They’re so light and creamy
with a hint of fresh lemon zest. The batter comes together in just five
minutes, and it is as easy as making pancakes! We love to warm up some
of my mom’s homemade jellies and jams for dipping.

Since these babies are at their absolute best right when they’re fresh, I
like to fry them up while I make tea after the holiday meal. The wow-fac-
tor of fresh fritters is incomparable! Our guests always really love the
deconstructed sufganiyot because it’s unexpected and gets people talking.
I love to serve a variety of warm jellies like pomegranate, peach, and black-
berry.

Note: I doubt you will have any fritters left over, but if you do, make sure
to store them in a paper bag for 1-2 days at room temperature.

Ingredients
1 1/2 cups all purpose flour
1/2 tsp kosher salt
4 tsp baking powder
2 tsp freshly grated lemon zest
4 eggs
1/3 cup granulated sugar
2 cups whole milk ricotta cheese
2 1/2 tsp pure vanilla extract
4-6 cups canola oil,  for frying
1/2 cup powdered sugar
1 cup jam or jelly (I love pomegranate, peach, and blackber-

ry but feel free to use whatever jam you like)

Directions
1. Heat the oil in a large pot on medium heat, until it reaches

365 degrees F.
2. In the meantime, in a large bowl combine the eggs, ricotta,

sugar, and vanilla extract. Whisk to thoroughly combine. In a
medium bowl, combine the flour, salt, baking powder and
lemon zest, whisk to thoroughly combine.

3. Pour the dry ingredients into the wet ingredients and stir
with a spoon until the batter just comes together, and there are
no lumps of flour.

4. If you don’t have a candy thermometer, you can check if
the oil is hot enough by placing a wooden spoon in the hot oil.
If small bubbles form around the spoon immediately, the oil is
hot enough. When the oil has come to temperature, use a #40
cookie scoop (2 tablespoons) to carefully scoop the batter into
the hot oil, without crowding the pan.

5. Cook for about 2-3 minutes per side, until deep golden
brown. Check the first fritter for doneness on the inside.

6. Use a slotted spoon or metal spider to remove the fritters
and any excess oil, then transfer to paper towels to drain.

7. Dust with powdered sugar.
8. In a small pan, heat the jam or jelly until it becomes liquid,

then transfer to a serving bowl. Serve immediately for best
results.

Recipe: Lemon Ricotta Fritters - better than sufganiyot!
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Getting ready for Chanukah



By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
This story was published on JTA.
In a supermarket here, Ohad David made

a beeline for the most expensive olive oil
in the store. 

He took three bottles of the award-win-
ning Midnight Coratina brand, which goes
for about $3 per ounce. It has “medium
potency, green fruitiness and a green-leaf,
grassy bouquet,” according to its descrip-
tion on the website of Ptora, the boutique
olive oil factory that makes it.

But David, a 40-year-old insurance agent
and father of five, did not buy the oil for its
taste. 

Like thousands of Orthodox Jewish consumers who buy premium olive
oil ahead of Hanukkah, David purchased $160 of the stuff only to burn it
— in a menorah.

Observant Israelis increasingly like to use olive oil in their Hanukkah
candelabras instead of wax candles because of its significance in the holi-
day’s story. Hanukkah, which this year begins on Sunday evening, Dec. 18,
is a celebration of how the Maccabees, after defeating the Greeks, were
able to light the menorah in the temple in Jerusalem for eight days with a
one-day supply of oil— believed to be of the olive variety.

“Using olive oil for Hanukkah candles is not required by halacha [Jewish
law], but in our communities everybody does it,” David said. 

Those who follow suit want only 100%
pure olive oil to use in their menorahs —
and that has become more expensive in
Israel over time because of tariffs on
imports and the rising demand.

In response, some producers dilute their
olive oil with cheaper vegetable oils without
disclosing all of the ingredients and lure
consumers in with lower prices. The prod-
uct can still be considered kosher, but it is
unacceptable for the observant Jews who
want only pure olive oil in their menorahs.

“[T]he temptation to deceive customers is
tremendous,” Rabbi Moshe Biegel, an
expert on Israel’s kosher certification indus-

try, wrote in a 2020 essay on the olive oil sector in Israel.
Israeli authorities perform inspections on dozens of brands each year

around Hanukkah and often find oil advertised as pure to contain up to 50%
canola or soy oil. But despite fines and the naming of offenders online, the
phenomenon persists. 

For David and others in his community, the solution is to stick to bou-
tique brands, no matter the cost.

“You know there’s no monkey business because to them it’s a matter of
pride, so there’s a high level of transparency and trust,” David said. He dis-
covered Ptora while visiting their facilities during a family trip to the north-
ern Negev desert, where the factory and groves are located, about 30 miles
southwest of Jerusalem. 

Like many boutique olive factories in Israel, Ptora offers tours and tast-
ings to increase their brand recognition.

“The place is magical,” said Hani Ashkenazi, owner of the Jerusalem
Olive Oil factory, about the Ptora groves. He is technically a competitor,
but the two companies cooperate on some projects to leverage their respec-
tive strengths. 

The olive is a national symbol tied closely to the country’s broader agri-
cultural history — it is even depicted in the official emblem of the State of
Israel. In 2019, Israel’s Ministry of Agriculture found that Israeli olive oil
was on average double the price of its European counterparts, costing about
9 euros (roughly $10) in Israel per liter compared to 5 euros throughout
much of the European Union. Israel employs a protectionist customs poli-
cy meant to level the playing field for local producers.

Both production and demand are rising steadily in Israel, a 2020 report
from the ministry shows. About 30,000 tons of olive oil are sold in Israel
annually, of which about 12,000 are imported. In comparison, the average
annual production between 1990 to 2010 was 5,000 tons. The average for
the past decade has been 16,000 tons annually.  

(For comparison, Egypt, with a land area 47 times that of Israel’s, pro-
duces about 20,000 tons of olive oil annually. Italy produces about 340,000
tons annually, and the biggest producer is Spain, providing about 1.7 mil-
lion tons annually, or half of the world’s supply.)

In recent years, local producers have profited from growing demand for
olive oil generally and a preference for Israeli brands specifically, said
Ashkenazi, who runs her olive oil factory in the northern Negev with her
partner, Moosh. 

“Hanukkah is the Jewish feast of light, but it’s also the feast of the Israeli
olive oil,” she said. “Each year we’re seeing an increase in sales especial-
ly ahead and during Hanukkah.” 

The share of shoppers seeking it as candle fuel is unknown, but increas-
ingly firms are buying packages of premium Israeli olive oil as a holiday
gift for their employees, Ashkenazi said.

Business is going so well that Ashkenazi says she doesn’t need the pro-
tectionist taxes imposed on the imported products.

“Competition is good, the consumer should have broad choice,” she
said.about 1.7 million tons annually, or half of the world’s supply.)

In recent years, local producers have profited from growing demand for
olive oil generally and a preference for Israeli brands specifically, said
Ashkenazi, who runs her olive oil factory in the northern Negev with her
partner, Moosh. 

“Hanukkah is the Jewish feast of light, but it’s also the feast of the Israeli
olive oil,” she said. “Each year we’re seeing an increase in sales especial-
ly ahead and during Hanukkah.” 

The share of shoppers seeking it as candle fuel is unknown, but increas-
ingly firms are buying packages of premium Israeli olive oil as a holiday
gift for their employees, Ashkenazi said.

Business is going so well that Ashkenazi says she doesn’t need the pro-
tectionist taxes imposed on the imported products.

“Competition is good, the consumer should have broad choice,” she said.

As more Israelis choose pure olive oil to light the Hanukkah menorah,
counterfeiters see an opportunity
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First person: The feminist Hanukkah story I didn’t know I needed
I had never heard of a biblical Jewish woman who wasn't defined by 

her marriage and children — until I learned about Judith.
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By ORA DAMELIN
This story was originally published on HeyAlma.

Most of the women in the Bible fall into a few distinct categories. There
are the wise wives and mothers like Sarah, Rebecca and Yocheved,
required to make hard decisions to protect their children. Then there are the
tragic romantic damsels, the ready-for-soap-opera players: Rachel, Leah
and Bathsheba. Silent sufferers who survive humiliation, poverty and
assault with grace — like Tamar, Ruth and Esther — are credited with sav-
ing Jewish continuity and tradition. But supporting figures who speak their
minds, women like Miriam and Michal, often pay for their unruliness, their
misdeeds defined in the eternal text as a warning for generations to come.

And then there’s Judith.

Most people learn about Judith in art history class from Artemisia
Gentileschi’s iconic Baroque painting, “Judith Beheading Holofernes”
(1620). I learned about her in day school as a third grader. I must have been
8 or 9; my teacher, probably Rabbi Gold or Gordon, went over the story of
Hanukkah for the umpteenth time. Greeks, Maccabees, teensy weensy bot-
tle of oil — I’d been there before. But then he started to add in new details:
a tyrannical Greek general named Holofernes, the sort of military leader
who never rides out into battle but still claims his legion’s body count as a
personal victory. The scale of his wickedness is rivaled only by that of his
security detail. Somebody needs to kill him (and take his army down with
him), but nobody can get close enough.

Enter Judith. She sweet-talks her way into his tent, plies him with cheese
and wine until he passes out, lops off his head and brings it back to the
Jewish resistance on a pike.

I can pinpoint the exact moment my pre-adolescent heart short-circuited.

Growing up in a tight-knit Orthodox community and attending Jewish
day school, I learned a lot of stories from Tanakh, the Hebrew bible. The
ones I didn’t learn in school, I read on my own time whenever I ran out
of children’s fiction. I quickly learned that the women in these stories
were not — could not be — like the outspoken warrior-princesses of my
favorite grade-school fantasy novels.

When Miriam dares to criticize Moses’ treatment of his wife, God
infects her with a spiritual malady and she is forced outside of the camp,
banished from the presence of God. Bathsheba does not play an active
role in her relationship with King David: she neither protests when King
David makes advances upon her, nor does she aid him in plotting to kill
her husband. Ruth’s plan to save herself and her family from poverty
hangs on the involvement of a man. These are stories of women existing,
manipulating the rules of, and suffering through a man’s world. Either
they live to support righteous men, or they need men to save them and
act for them.

Judith is the exception.

In the storybook narrative fed to me as a child, she takes orders from
no one but herself. She’s oddly detached from the male figures of the
Hanukkah story, the Hasmoneans. There is no male military leader
behind her assignation mission. Judith doesn’t have a husband; she’s a
widow who never remarries. Even better, while she gains Holofernes’
trust by seductive means, she never actively seduces him. Unlike Yael,
the other woman in the Jewish tradition to slay a general, the Sages do
not hypersexualize her in their commentary. She’s never married off to
some righteous man as a reward or scolded by the midrashim for some
mild infraction. She exists in her own right, independent of and unhin-
dered by the men around her.

As an adult, I sought out Judith’s story at its source, “The Book of
Judith.” In this version, Holofernes has besieged Judith’s city. Unable to
watch his people die of thirst and starvation, the local leader, Uzziah,
makes a public demand that God help them or he’ll surrender the city to
their enemies. It is Judith who criticizes Uzziah for this dangerous ulti-
matum, and it is Judith, portrayed as devout yet practical, who refuses to
wait for God or to let desperate men decide the fate of her city.

In her painting, Artemisia Gentileschi depicts a mixture of the two sto-
ries, the fairytale and the ancient text. On the canvas, Judith holds down
Holofernes with the help of a handmaid. Neither woman is beautiful, and
neither is the murder being committed. Judith slowly saws through the
general’s neck, her eyes filled with fury and determination. There is
nothing gentle or modest or even heroic about her. This is a woman

doing what she believes she has to do; she does not shirk her responsibili-
ty, but she also does not revel in the bloody act. Nobody showed me that
picture when I was eight. If they had, I would have known that Judith was
more complex and more real than the sexy warrior princesses of my
favorite novels.

Already, at 8, the idea that my influence on my world was limited to my
influence on the men around me, that I could never directly alter destiny by
myself, was frightening. The quiet message that you cannot just be, but
must become a wife and mother, instead, followed me from my elementary
school classroom into an ultra-Orthodox high school where I was taught
that a woman’s role was to rule through whispers and hints, to lead only in
the shadows, to speak through the men around whom her life revolves. One
teacher told me that women were created in the image of God — but the
version of God that did not perform open miracles, the God who preferred
to let human beings believe they controlled the narrative.

And yet, still, there was Judith. Judith who takes no orders, who invades
a man’s tent and walks out with his head on her pike. Judith who attacks
alone, who is neither punished nor silenced. Judith, who alters the destiny
of her people, my people, independently of her generation’s male heroes.
Judith, who does the work of the God of open miracles, the God who splits
the sea — the God who does not merely influence, but acts.

Every Hanukkah since I learned her story, I do not just commemorate the
victory of the small against the mighty, the miracle of a small bottle of oil
lasting for eight nights. I celebrate the human miracle of a Jewish woman
defined not by her marriage or children, but by her actions alone. And I
pray that even in the ultra-Orthodox community of my youth, this may
cease to be a miracle during my lifetime.

Ed. note: We’ve deliberately refrained from showing the Gentileschi
painting of Judith beheading Holofernes because it’s quite shockingy lurid.
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Submitted by Masa Israel Journey
Born in the UK, from the ages of six through thirteen, Jack Scher grew

up in the South of France, far away from a Jewish community. After
moving to Vancouver, Jack attended Saint Georges,’ and received an ath-
letic scholarship to play rugby. Following high school, Jack followed a
traditional British path by taking a Gap year, and went on to play rugby
in New Zealand. While there, he went on a Canadian delegation
Birthright trip to Israel. It was a distinct moment on his university
Birthright trip that he recalls, “that was the first time I saw in my own
eyes the soldiers and Yad Vashem, and it was also the first time where
thirty other Jews from Canada surrounded me. To meet young Jews from
Vancouver, Montreal, and Toronto; it was unbelievable.” 

It was then that he knew he wanted to return to Israel and live like a
local. Last year he was in his final year of his BA at the University of
British Columbia. He had shortlisted top schools for master’s programs
in England, Canada, and America. Until one day, his father, a board

member at Schara
Tzedeck read about
Masa opportunities in
a synagogue e-blast.
Upon hearing about
Masa Israel Journey, a
joint initiative of the
Israeli government
and the Jewish
Agency and a global
leader in cultivating
Jewish connectedness
through long-term,
immersive programs in
Israel, the rugby player
soon found himself reg-
istered to study abroad

in Tel Aviv University. 
Jack’s story is a

unique one; traveling

from country to country. However, his Masa
Israel Journey is one of thousands: a risk of
a new opportunity to grow both personally
and professionally while connecting to
Jewish identity and Israel. In the short time
that Jack has been in Israel, he is connected
to a community and already feels like he
belongs. “I’m not just studying. Through
Masa, I get to attend social events and see
Israel in a real way. I am living here like a
local.”

“The Porter School is where I have my
environmental studies, and the building is a
world-class building in terms of sustainabil-
ity. They call it a working lab. It is the first
building that is LEED certified in Israel. The
entrance to the building is facing west, the
wind comes off the sea and goes through the
building. The shape is cool, the air comes in
where the building is wider, and then the air
spins and goes up, the building thins as it
goes up, which means that the building does
not require air conditioning or light because
of the windows. All the pipes are facing the
sun, and get heated that way, and that is how
the building receives heat as well. There is a
rooftop garden and patio,” Jack’s passion for
sustainable living, coupled with the opportu-

nity to connect to Israel and his Jewish identity is an experience that is
unmatched. 

The message Jack wants to impart on the Western Canadian community
is this: take the risk, inquire about your options; immerse yourself into
Israel with Masa! Masa offers a range of programs lasting a few months to
a year, volunteering, studying, career development and teaching. Follow
@masacanada for a weekly dose of what life is like on the ground in Israel
for Canadians! 

Masa Israel Journey — the global leader in
facilitating long-term programs in Israel for
Jewish young adults, founded in 2004 by the
Israeli Prime Minister’s Office and The Jewish
Agency — hosted their annual opening event,
where 3,500 guests gathered to mark Masa’s
19th year, in the event themed “Live Your
Journey.” The event included  Masa Fellows,
alumni from all over the globe, community

members, the Jewish
Agency for Israel’s
Board of Governors,
and government offi-
cials.

This programming
year, Masa expects to
welcome 14,000
Fellows—more Jewish
young adults than ever
before—from around
the world for gap years,
internships, study
abroad programs, vol-
unteering, and career
development immer-
sive programs. These
young adults, most of
whom are already in
Israel, will gain a
meaningful opportunity
to work, learn, and
expand their networks
while strengthening
their Jewish identities
and living like locals in
Israel.
“We are thrilled to

mark Masa’s 19th year
of programming and
welcome our 2022-

2023 Fellows,” Masa CEO Ofer Gutman said at
the event. “Jewish young adults from all over the
world will gain an unmatched experience while
living like locals and contributing to Israeli soci-
ety. We wish our Fellows a year filled with
growth and success as they embark on their own
unique journeys.”
“At this time in history where the challenges of

our time tend to blind us to our great accom-
plishments, the greatest of which is the creation
of the State of Israel, I see you, Masa Fellows, as
being a big part of our ongoing achievement,
where we succeed to bring Israel closer to the
Jewish people, to pass on the deep connection
they have with their Judaism and the Jewish peo-
ple, and with this profound connection lead their
communities into a thriving Jewish future,” said
Chairman of the Executive of the Jewish Agency
for Israel, Major General (Res.) Doron Almog.

Masa’s programs support Jewish young adults
to live in Israel like locals and engage in Israeli
culture and Jewish life. In September, Masa
released a report based on a study conducted by
Impact:NPO revealing that long-term, immer-
sive programs in Israel can transform young
Jewish adults, even those who are largely unen-
gaged from Jewish life, into deeply integrated
community members whose impacts are felt
locally and internationally. Findings from the
study demonstrate that Masa alumni are over
twice as likely to feel strongly connected to Jews
around the world than individuals who have
never been to Israel. Eight-in-10 long-term Masa
alumni agreed strongly with the statement,
“Being Jewish is an important part of my life.”
And, one in five Masa alumni who are employed
full-time work for a Jewish organization.

Masa Israel Journey welcomes 14,000 new Fellows from
around the world for the 2022-2023 programming year—
the largest number of Fellows in Masa’s history
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West Coast rugby player studying in Tel Aviv University with Masa 

JACK SCHER
He’s gone from playing
rugby in New Zealand to
studying environmental
studies in Israel. (We have no
idea though what he’s doing
standing in that water or
where that picture was
taken, but it’s a cool looking
picture.)

(Continued on page 13. See “Masa.”)
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Among the
2022-23 Masa
Fellows is
B r a n d o n

Roberts from Wisconsin. Adopted by Christian
parents, Brandon felt an inexplicable connection
to Judaism from a young age. Upon learning at
age 20 that his biological father is Jewish,
Brandon finally understood his feelings toward
Judaism. “My entire life I felt connected to the
Jewish people and Israel, even though I wasn’t
raised as a Jew. Now, living in Israel as a Masa
Fellow, I am finally able to take a journey back
to my Jewish roots. I am strengthening my rela-
tionship with Judaism and the Jewish people
each day, and I’m excited to play a part in con-
tributing to Israel and leave my mark here.”
Brandon is a Masa Career Fellow with Yahel
social change. As part of his internship, he works
with underprivileged communities and HAIS, a

Ukrainian outreach organization, in Rishon
Lezion.

Masa Fellows continue to represent a wide
range of countries, such as the United States,
Ukraine, Russia, Brazil, France, the United
Kingdom, Mexico, Argentina, Canada, Belarus,
Australia, and Uruguay and even Turkey.

About Masa Israel Journey: Masa Israel
Journey is the largest immersive, long-term edu-
cational experience for young adults ages 16-35.
On its programs that range from two months to a
year, Masa offers an authentic, unmediated, and
challenging journey into Israeli society, culture,
politics, and history – and acts as the largest
pipeline for the Jewish Diaspora to access the
finest Israeli businesses, social enterprises, and
academic institutions. Since its 2004 founding
by the Israeli Prime Minister’s Office and The
Jewish Agency, Masa has served over 180,000
young people from more than 60 countries.

Masa
(Continued from page 12.)



By JACOB GURVIS
(JTA) — A crochet museum in Joshua Tree,

California, features countless crochet animals
that appear in airport ads worldwide. The
National Mustard Museum in Wisconsin was
founded by a Jewish condiment aficionado.

In February 2019, another niche museum
opened around 90 miles east of the mustard
mecca: the National Bobblehead Hall of Fame
and Museum, located in Milwaukee.

Co-founded by Phil Sklar, a Jewish Illinois
native, and his friend Brad Novak, the institu-
tion is the world’s only museum dedicated to
bobbleheads. Its collection holds 7,000 unique
bobbleheads, including some manufactured by
Sklar and Novak. 

Bobbleheads date back to the late 1700s, Sklar explained in an interview
with the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. A famous painting of Queen Charlotte
— a replica of which hangs in the bobblehead museum — shows two fig-

urines behind the monarch, with heads that bobble.
Last year, the museum unveiled its first-ever

Hanukkah items: a Bobble Menorah that features
nine bobbling “flames” (sans real fire, of course)
and comes in three color patterns, and a Bobble
Dreidel on a gelt-shaped base. 

“Having the candles with the flame bobbling and
the dreidel on a spring, we thought was pretty
unique,” said Sklar. “It was something that was
tasteful and that people would enjoy displaying on
Hanukkah, or with their Judaica collection.”

We spoke to Sklar about how a unique collection
turned into a one-of-a-kind museum, how he uses
bobbleheads for a good cause and, of course, which
famous Jews have their own bobbleheads. 

This interview has been edited and condensed.

JTA: With any collection like this, the first question has to be: How did
you get into bobbleheads?

Sklar: My dad collected baseball cards, and he got me into collecting
when I was growing up. Brad was working for a minor league baseball
team in the early 2000s, and they gave away a bobblehead for the first time
in 2003. We decided the bobblehead was sort of cool, and the [Milwaukee]
Brewers and Bucks and local soccer and hockey teams were giving out
bobbleheads. So we started to circle the bobblehead dates on the calendar,
since we were already going to several games a year anyway as big sports
fans. The collection sort of grew from that.

JTA: How did this interest turn into the world’s only bobblehead muse-
um?

Sklar: The collection grew out of traveling. We went on a journey to try
to go to all the Major League Baseball stadiums, and as we traveled we’d
go to different museums in local places. Several times we’d either go to the
stores in the area of the stadium, or antique malls, and just pick up some
bobbleheads from the area to bring back. 

Before we knew it, we were doing some buying, trading and selling on
eBay, in our free time. Then in 2013 we set out to produce a bobblehead for
the first time, of a friend of ours who was a manager for the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee sports teams, and also a Special Olympian. We
thought it would be a cool way to honor him. During that process we real-
ized there was a need in the market, an opportunity to produce bobbleheads
— people or things that otherwise haven’t had bobbleheads produced —
and market them. 

At the time, our collection was numbering in the 3,000 range. I don’t
even know how we got that many. We were running out of room for them.
It’s a lot easier to store 3,000 baseball cards — you can get one box and
store them. But 3,000 bobbleheads take up a lot more room. We started
brainstorming, and realized, hey, there’s no museum in the world dedicat-
ed to bobbleheads. There’s museums dedicated to mustard and spam, and a
bunch of other random things. So we started to do market research on the
museum side, and in November 2014 was when we announced the idea for
the museum. 

JTA: Tell me about the collection. How many bobbleheads do you have
now, and what are some of the highlights?

Sklar: We have 7,000 unique bobbleheads on display in the museum.
The collection itself is now numbering in the 10,000-11,000 range. We’re
getting in new bobbleheads pretty much daily. There are teams sending
them in, organizations, people across the country. It’s really everything
from sports to pop culture, politics, music, movies, TV, comics. Really any-
thing and everything that can be turned into a bobblehead, including the
menorah and the dreidel.

JTA: Do you have a personal favorite bobblehead?

Sklar: The one of [our friend] Michael is sort of the one that sparked the
whole idea for the museum, so that’s my sentimental favorite. He’s also
Jewish. We didn’t meet because of being Jewish, we just saw him around
campus when we started going to school and got to know him. Then we got
to know his family, and found out we went to the same congregation.

JTA: What has the reception been to the museum? How did the pan-
demic impact your work?

Meet the Jewish founder of the world’s only bobblehead museum, and his Hanukkah bobbles
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Getting ready for Chanukah

With a large selection of 
grocery and frozen Kosher 
items, we have all of your 
Chanukah needs in store.

Red River Co-op Food Store at Grant Park
1120 Grant Avenue 

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

 
 

   

   
  

Phil Sklar and some of the 7,000 bobble-
heads housed in the National Bobblehead
Hall of Fame and Museum, located in
Milwaukee

(Continued on page 15.
See “Bobbleheads.”)
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Getting ready for Chanukah
Sklar: We’ve been blown away by

the reception. We’ve had visitors from
all 50 states and I think 25 different

countries. 

We opened on February 1, 2019, and then closed for about 14-and-a-half
months in March 2020 because of the pandemic. Luckily we were able to
produce a ton of bobbleheads during that time. In the beginning of April
was the first Dr. [Anthony] Fauci bobblehead… We were able to keep busy,
keep everybody employed that works for us, and also do something for a
good cause during the pandemic. 

With some unique collections, there can be subcultures that develop with-
in particular groups — the cult-like popularity of the band Phish among
Jews comes to mind. Is there any bobblehead subculture that you’ve seen?

There definitely are various bobblehead subcultures. There’s definitely
people out there who collect Jewish figures and bobbleheads. Or usually
it’s their favorite team or player. There are definitely Grateful Dead [bob-
bleheads] — quite a few different bobbleheads, and people try to collect all
of them. There are people who are political, they want all the presidential-
or historical-related. 

The Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle did a story, and we sent them pictures
of the different Jews that have been depicted in bobbleheads. Sandy
Koufax, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, a member of KISS, a wide variety of peo-
ple. It’s sort of fun to see, there’s more [Jews] than we had anticipated when
we were going through the list.

JTA: How do you decide who to make?

Sklar: Every day we’re coming up with new ideas. Staying in tune with
the news, social media and trending topics is definitely helpful. But then
we have a long list of general ideas. Like, there hasn’t been a turkey bob-
blehead in a long time, and we have a series of bobbleheads where holiday
characters are sitting on a shelf. So we have a turkey on a shelf coming out
for Thanksgiving. Things like that, we’ll identify sometimes years in
advance. A lot of them take some time to come to fruition. But it’s more,
what do we think people will enjoy or buy? And we go from there. 

JTA: How did you decide to create the Hanukkah bobbles? What is your

goal with the products?

It was probably around this time last year, sort of close to Hanukkah, and
we were thinking, there hasn’t really been anything Hanukkah-related
when it comes to bobbleheads. And I mentioned to my aunt who lives in
Omaha, she works at the [Jewish Community Center] in childcare there,
and she really liked the idea and mentioned it to a few other family mem-
bers and they thought it was pretty cool. So we had a rendering made, and
we went through some different iterations of the design, and thought, yeah,
this would be pretty cool. 

You go to Target or different stores, and you see a little small display of
Hanukkah-related merchandise and then aisles of Christmas stuff. We
could definitely help increase that assortment. They’re not going to be at
Target or Walmart this year, but it could be something that in future years
could be added to that assortment for a broader audience to see and to pur-
chase. 

JTA: Are there any other Jewish holidays that you think would be par-
ticularly conducive for a bobble?

Sklar:  Yeah, I think my aunt actually sent a list. There were some char-
acters like Judah Maccabee. We could do Purim. We’re sort of waiting to
see how the Hanukkah bobbleheads go. There’s also some other fun things
that we could turn into bobbles. A bobble hamantaschen just came to mind.
But I don’t know, it might get people to try to eat it or something. We’ll put
a warning on the package. 

JTA: A lot of your products and launches are connected to charities. Why
is it important to you to use the bobbleheads to support these causes? Does
your Jewish identity have any impact on that?

Sklar:  I think it probably does have something to do with my upbring-
ing. Being taught to give back, and taught about tzedakah [charity]. And
we’ve seen other bobblehead companies start to do the same thing, and
they hadn’t done it in the past, so I think we’ve actually inspired other peo-
ple. We’re not doing it to boost the sales, but we’ve seen that when it has
that good cause, it can definitely help boost the sales and boost the excite-
ment around it as well. But we’re really doing it to give back to causes and
to get people engaged.

Bobbleheads
(Continued from page 14.)
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LOUIS RODKIN
It is with profound sad-

ness that the family of
Louis Rodkin announces
his passing on October 2,
2022, at home, beside his
wife, following a 22-year
battle with Parkinson’s
and Diabetes.
Throughout this time
Judy, his wife, was his
strongest advocate and
supporter.  Louis is sur-

vived by his loving wife, Judy, his daughter, Sandra
(Jarod), his sons, Kevin (Shari) and Allan, as well as
his granddaughter, Abigail, and grandsons, Ezra and
Noah. 

Louis was born to parents Mona and Bob, who
immigrated to Canada from Ukraine and Poland. He
had an older brother, Saul, who died when Louis was
four. Louis grew up speaking Yiddish and English,
which came in handy later on when he and Judy had
something private to discuss in front of their 3 kids.
Louis met Judy at a Hillel convention in
Minneapolis, and they married in 1968.  He was an
instructor and then head of department in the
Computer Analyst Program at RRC Polytechnic, a
program he developed and was very proud of. He
was considered to be an excellent administrator and
a well-loved lecturer who often had a joke or witti-
cism to share. Table tennis, tennis, bike riding and
cross-country skiing were big parts of his life that he
shared with friends and family. Anyone who knew
Louis knew he also loved math, geography and his
model train layout. His taste in music spanned from
opera and classical to blue grass and Abba. Louis
was a devoted husband and father. He was a kind,
intelligent, quiet and thoughtful person with a won-
derful laugh and the best one-liners. He will be eter-
nally missed.

The family would also like to thank the pallbear-
ers: Barry Weber, Cal Reich, Michael Stronger, Ran
Ukashi, Adam Sheps and Shlomo Arava.

Thank you to all who attended Louis’ graveside
service on Oct 6/22, to Rabbi Kliel Rose for guiding
the service and to those who offered love and support
to us through this difficult time.

ROSELINE USISKIN (née WOLODARSKY)
With great sadness, we

announce the sudden
passing of Roseline
Usiskin on November 2,
2022 after a brief illness.
She was ninety-four
years old. Roseline (also
known as Baba, Rose or
Roz) was an important
person in so many peo-
ple’s lives. She was a
friend and a mentor to us
all; a shining example of
integrity, principle and

kindness.
Roz was born in 1928 in Winnipeg, the third of

seven surviving children born to Joseph Wolodarsky
and Florence (Litman). She married Larry Usiskin in
1949. Roz is survived by her sons Michael (Jean),
Arnie (Robyn) and Len (Priscilla), and her grand-
children Jana (Nic), Josh (Shelley), Aaron
(Kasandra), Beth (Rob), Jacqui (Max), Mika
(Alekcei), and great grandchildren Laurence,
Miriam, Konrad, Julia, Felix, Aria, Nolan, Edie,
Basil, Nya and Lola as well as her sister Evelyn,
brother Bill (AnnMaree), brothers-in-law Dave and
Sid (Viki) and sister-in-law Marcia, and many
nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews.
Her parents, Joseph and Florence, her husband Larry,
her siblings Doris, Jack, Shirley and Marilyn, and
her sisters- and brothers-in-law Fred, Shirley, Sid,
and Martin predeceased her. 

Roz lived a remarkable and engaged life, which
was shaped in her youth by radical left wing family
members and friends who were writers and activists.
She thought critically and she was curious about the
world and other’s points of view. She loved to read
and debate ideas and to discuss the pressing issues of
the day. 

Some of her activities and accomplishments
include teaching kindergarten at Peretz and Shalom
Aleichem schools; director of the children’s summer
Camp Husavik; completion of high school as an
adult and then going on to complete a Master’s
degree in Sociology and History (earning a gold
medal for both); lecturer at the University of
Winnipeg; published articles and book reviews
focused on the Jewish radical left in Winnipeg (she
was widely consulted about her research); founding
executive director of the Manitoba Multicultural
Resource Centre; president of the Jewish Historical
Society of Western Canada where she facilitated its’
move to the Jewish Community Campus; a lifelong
member of the United Jewish People’s Order (UJPO)
serving for many years as local President and also as
a member of the national executive board; member
of the national editorial board of the Canadian
Jewish Outlook; and member of Jewish Voices for
Peace. Roz also translated (from Yiddish to English),
edited and published two books of letters by her
father and his relatives.

Roz’s social and political activism included many
progressive issues related to human rights, peace and
social justice. She was part of the secular Jewish
movement and was passionate about preserving
Yiddish language and culture. She sang in various
Jewish and labour choirs and was a founding orga-
nizer of the Shalom Aleichem Cultural group.

Roz and Larry travelled extensively all over the
world. She loved attending cultural events — the-
atre, concerts, movies, ballet and opera.

Maintaining close family connections was
extremely important to Roz. She was the matriarch
of both the Wolodarsky and Usiskin families and she
ensured that family and friends came together for
every possible milestone or simcha. She loved to
host suppers and gatherings in her Winnipeg home
and at her Winnipeg Beach cottage. Food was an
essential part of every get together. She especially
enjoyed lively conversations with family and friends,
often with a cup of tea in hand.

Both Roz and Larry were supportive, loving and
proud parents and grandparents. They raised three
active boys in a modest bungalow on Burrin Avenue
in West Kildonan. Roz was very involved in her chil-
drens’ and grandchildrens’ lives. She was also
involved in the lives of her siblings and many nieces
and nephews. Many people not in our family adopt-

ed her as a mother figure. They knew they could
always come to her for support and advice. 

We are inspired by her enthusiasm for life, her
kindness and generosity, and the curiosity and intel-
lect she demonstrated throughout her life. Her whole
family is proud of all her accomplishments and the
ideals she stood for. We know Roz felt there was still
much work to be done to make the world a better
place for all, and she was involved in projects as
recently as this past autumn. She planted many seeds
for peace and justice, and her legacy will carry on to
make a better world. 

Roz’s funeral was held Sunday, November 6,
2022, at the Hebrew Sick Cemetery. We are planning
a larger celebration of Roz’s life at Winnipeg Beach
next summer. Donations in Roz’s honour may be
made to: UJPO (United Peoples Jewish Order), the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada, the
Judaic Studies Program at the University of
Manitoba, or to a meaningful organization of your
choice.

(Continued next column)

Dr. MANUEL (MANNY) MATAS  
July 5, 1945 - October 30, 2022  

Manny Matas was the
most kind, considerate
soul you could meet. He
offered unconditional
love to his family and
friends, and as a psychia-
trist for 42 years, excep-
tional care to his patients.
Manny was born in
Winnipeg on July 5th,
1945, the second of three
brothers.  He accelerated
through school at
Greenway, Brock-

Corydon, River Heights, and Grant Park, where he
was a member of the Manitoba winning team on the
TV quiz show Reach for the Top. He attended the
University of Manitoba, where he graduated from
medicine. At McGill University, he specialized in
psychiatry, becoming the youngest psychiatrist in
Canada at age 23.   

Manny worked in psychiatry in Montreal, London,
and Toronto, before returning to Winnipeg to work at
St. Boniface Hospital. In addition to patient care,
Manny was active in teaching residents, and also
contributed to the hospital community through
administrative roles including Medical Director of
Adult Outpatient Psychiatry and Acting Head of the
Department of Psychiatry. Later, he worked in pri-
vate practice.   

Manny was a prolific writer whose contributions
included scholarly psychiatric works, published in
peer-reviewed medical journals, along with almost
300 letters to the Editor in the Globe and Mail.
Manny wrote the book “The Borders of Normal: A
Psychiatrist De-Stigmatizes the Paranormal”, which
was a finalist for Whistler Independent Book Awards
in 2019.  

Manny was a talented photographer and portrait
artist and was an elected member of The Portrait
Society of Canada. A selection of his works was
exhibited in Winnipeg in 2017 and 2018.  A collec-
tion of his works can be viewed on Instagram.       

Manny loved meeting new people and had a spe-
cial ability to connect with others. He travelled regu-
larly to explore the world and visit his family. Manny
loved movies and books, visiting art galleries, seeing
live music, theatre, contemporary dance and ballet.
He was patient, thoughtful, and caring, a good lis-
tener who offered non-judgmental advice. He was
open minded to people and new ideas, and was end-
lessly curious about the mind and the mysteries of
reality. Manny was optimistic, always finding the
bright side of things and helping those around him
stay positive.   

Manny’s family was the centre of his world and
they loved him back beyond measure. He was prede-
ceased by his parents, Harry and Esther Matas. He
leaves behind his daughters Anna (David) and Sylvia
(Mike), his brothers David and Robert (Alicia), his
grandchildren Esther Mae, Asher, and Noa, sister-
like cousin Carol (Per), brother-like cousin Lew
(Nora), and many other dearly loved cousins, nieces,
and nephews. His passing leaves a gaping hole in the
lives of all who knew him.       

The funeral service was held on Tuesday,
November 1st, 2022. An archived video of the funer-
al service can be found on the Shaarey Zedek web-
site.  

The family would like to thank the staff at St
Boniface Hospital and Cancer Care. Donations in
Manny’s honour can be made to some of his
favourite charities: Tree Canada, World Wildlife
Fund, and the Winnipeg Art Gallery.  
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SAUL (JONAS) ALPERN
Saul (Jonas) Alpern of

Winnipeg passed away
peacefully on October 26,
2022, with his beloved
wife Ida at his side.

Saul was born in 1930
in the Bukovina region of
Romania. During the
Holocaust, as recounted
in his memoir No One
Awaiting Me, he lost his
parents, Isaac and Rosa
Alpern, and his two older
siblings, Shimon and

Molly.  Facing incredible hardships, including forced
labour camps, death marches, hunger and cold, Saul
was forced to beg and steal so that he and his
younger brother, Avrum, could survive.

After the war, Avrum relocated to British-con-
trolled Palestine, where he fell in the new State of
Israel’s War of Independence. Saul also planned to
move to Palestine and join the struggle to establish a
Jewish state, but what began as a detour to Canada in
1948 turned into a permanent move.

Beginning in the early 1950s Saul built a success-
ful career as a cattle dealer. In 1963 he married Ida
(née Reiss), and they built a happy life together.

In 2001 Saul published his memoir, which won
provincial and national awards and was translated to
Hebrew by Yad Vashem. It is not only a gripping per-
sonal account of survival against all odds, but also a
work of great historical importance, being one of the
first books documenting the Nazi genocide in the
Transnistria region.

Despite the enormous travails and personal loss
that he had endured, Saul had a charming and jovial
personality. He was loved by all who knew him. It
gave him particular pleasure to help others, and to
honour the memory of his parents and siblings,
through very generous contributions to charities in
Winnipeg and in Israel.

The funeral was held at the Rosh Pina Cemetery on
October 28, 2022.  Pallbearers were nephews Alan,
Ken and Cary Reiss; great-nephews Noah and
Charlie Reiss; and friend Nathan Wiseman.

Donations in memory of Saul may be made to the
Ida and Saul Alpern Fund at the Jewish Foundation
of Manitoba or to the Jewish National Fund.

RUTH GUTKIN 
October 10, 1920 - November 10, 2022

It is with profound sad-
ness that we announce
the passing of our
remarkable mother,
grandmother and great
grandmother, Ruth
Gutkin. She was prede-
ceased by her loving hus-
band, Jack, her parents,
Passy (Selig) and
Benjamin Moscovitch,
by brothers, Sydney
Moss and Norman Moss,
and sisters, Laura Rosen,

Hannah Steindel, Esther Herscovitch, Irene Gunn,
and Evelyn Silver.

Ruth is survived by her children, Terry Gutkin
(Carole) and Donald Gutkin (Belva); by her grand-
children, Hedy Taylor (Scott), Beth Roy (Shane),
Shaun Gutkin (Angela) and Meghan Gutkin; by her
great- grandchildren, Jainie, Joshie, Nevan, Lucy,
Angelica, Aria and Bella Rose; by her sister-in-law,
Shirley Hendin, as well as by many nieces and
nephews and great-nieces and nephews.

Ruth was a remarkable woman in every sense of
the word. For 61 years she devoted her life to her
husband, Jack, who was the love of her life. Ruth cel-
ebrated her 102nd birthday on October 10, 2022 and
lived to experience over those many years and to
adapt to, profound technological and social changes
as well as to experience monumental historical
events. Her mind and memory were extraordinarily
sharp right up until her death and she maintained a
keen interest in world and local affairs despite hear-
ing and sight difficulties. 

Although she lost her husband in 2004, Ruth main-
tained her independence and fiercely protected it
right up until her passing. After the death of her hus-
band, she continued to live for a while in their con-
dominium and then moved into the Shaftesbury
Retirement Residence. There she was able to main-
tain an active lifestyle almost right until the end.
Ruth was extremely conscious of maintaining her
health and partook with gusto in the physical fitness
courses offered at the Shaftesbury. Ruth had many
friends at the Shaftesbury and was described by one
of her fitness instructors as an “amazing strong
willed independent warrior.”

In the last year or so, Ruth reluctantly admitted that
she needed the help of caregivers. She was very
grateful for the care and comfort they provided to her
as well as for the attention the Shaftesbury staff was
able to give to her. 

Ruth lived with dignity, wished to die with dignity
and left this earth with her dignity intact. Ruth’s
overwhelming fear as she neared the end of her life,
with her health rapidly failing, was to have to live out
her remaining days in a nursing home. Mercifully,
this fear was never realized. About five weeks prior
to her passing and unable to receive the care she
required at the Shaftesbury, Ruth was admitted to the
Palliative Care ward of the Riverview Health facili-
ty. Here she spent her remaining days receiving phe-
nomenal and loving care. 

In her earlier years Ruth, together with Jack, gave
back to the community, serving as presidents of
B’nai Brith in Winnipeg and working with youth
through the B’nai Brith Youth Organization as well
as with many other organizations. After Jack’s retire-
ment Ruth spent many wonderful winters with him
in Hawaii, Palm Springs, and Phoenix. Ruth was
especially fond of her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. She was always there for them and
they loved her deeply.

Ruth will be missed by all of the family and by
those fortunate enough to have known her. She will
live forever in their memories.

Ruth’s family wishes to thank the nurses, care-
givers and staff at the Shaftesbury and the doctors,
nurses and social workers at Riverview, who provid-
ed compassionate and wonderful care to her. A spe-
cial thank you goes to Dr. Bruce Martin and Dr. Ted
St. Goddard who were there for Ruth whenever she
needed them. Also special thanks to Ruth’s niece,
Karen Steindel, and her great-niece, Marina
Herscovitch, who spent countless hours providing
companionship and assistance to her. 

Funeral services and interment were at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery on November 13, 2022, with Rabbi
Mass officiating. Pallbearers were Shane Roy,
Martin Herscovitch, Richie Herscovitch, Gordon
Steindel, Itzik Joudan, and Hartley Hyman.

As an expression of sympathy, donations may be
made to the Riverview Health Centre Foundation. 
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(JTA) — One of two Jewish women tapped
for the next season of a popular reality TV
show has backed out, citing “a torrent of anti-
semitism” that she said she had received since
the cast was announced.

Lizzy Savetsky, 37, had been set to appear in
the 14th season of “Real Housewives of New
York,” a show that broadcasts the glitzy lives
of New York City socialites. (Last year, the
show featured a drama-filled Shabbat dinner.)
But she announced on Instagram on
Wednesday that she had reconsidered because
of the response that her inclusion received.

“As a proud orthodox Jewish woman, I
thought participating in this series would be a
great chance to represent people like me and

share my experience,”
she wrote.
“Unfortunately, from
the time of my
announcement in the
cast, I was on the
receiving end of a tor-
rent of antisemitism.
As this continued, I
realized that this path
was no longer right me
and my family.”

In the initial after-
math of the announce-
ment, Savetsky was
cheered by her many
Jewish followers on
social media, who said
she could play an
important role by rep-
resenting Jews posi-
tively on the show. But
her Instagram handle
proclaiming her as a
“proud Zionist” drew
criticism from pro-
Palestinian activists,
while some Jews on
social media also criti-
cized her for not dress-

ing modestly
despite being part of
a Modern Orthodox
Jewish community.

She posted multi-
ple times in recent
weeks about facing
antisemitic com-
ments online. After
she commented on
rapper Kanye
West’s Instagram
post that ignited his
ongoing anti-
semitism scandal,
she said she
“received yet
another frightening barrage of antisemitic hate
and threats.” And earlier this month, she shared a
photo of herself and her husband dressed up for a
gala to benefit Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust
memorial, and said that she was concerned about
rising antisemitism  today.

“Less than 80 years later, I receive death threats
on a weekly basis because I stand up as a proud
Jew,” she said. “I take these antisemitic threats
seriously. Hate is growing rapidly and becoming
more widely accepted as the norm.”

Savetsky frequently shares snapshots of her
family’ Jewish life with her 221,000 Instagram
followers. In just the last few months, for exam-
ple, she posted about the mezuzahs her family
was putting up in their new Manhattan apartment,
a trip to the grave of Chabad’s last rabbi and
donating a torah to Israel’s army. Stella, one of
her three children, also posts videos about each
week’s Torah portion.

Savetsky’s departure leaves one Jewish cast
member for the season set to debut sometime
next year. Erin Lichy is a 35-year-old Tribeca
mother of three and real estate agent who grew up
in Manhattan as “one of five children in a close-
knit Israeli family,” according to her bio on the
Bravo website.

Influencer Lizzy Savetsky exits 
‘Real Housewives of New York,’ citing antisemitism
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Community news

A Charleswood seniors’ fitness facility is celebrating a decade in business.

Bee Wellness celebrates 10 years
By KELSEY JAMES

Candace Swick, older-adult rehab therapist and
owner of Bee Wellness (located at 3680
Roblin Blvd.), said running a wellness facili-

ty has been her dream since she was a little girl. 
“I grew up with a lot of older people, and when

my grandmother got sick, I started realizing where
my niche was,” Swick said. “I didn’t connect with
people my own age. I loved being with older people
because they appreciated things.” 

Swick created rehabilitation programs in Alberta
and Manitoba before opening her own business. All
her time, effort and money has gone into Bee
Wellness, she said, and it only took six months of
operating before she had paid back the line of cred-
it that she and her husband took to fund the startup. 

“I’ve doubled, almost tripled, in size,” Swick
added. “I’m over 200 participants that come here
between programs and rehab, and I do some com-
munity groups, as well. It’s been growing because
I’m so specialized and so many people sat at home
for two years and now their health conditions have
grown.” 

Bee Wellness offers one-on-one sessions, group
classes and individualized programming for older adults and people with
rehabilitation needs, such as stroke survivors or those with multiple sclero-
sis. She works with everyone from ages 40 to 95; people of all shapes,
sizes, genders and abilities. 

She has people come in who want to regain balance, are awaiting surgery

or have Parkinson’s, among other conditions. The
process starts with a free meet-and-greet, and pro-
grams are offered in blocks while one-on-ones are
on a monthly basis. All equipment is supplied, and
everything is offered at three levels: beginner, inter-
mediate, and advanced. As clients get stronger, pro-
grams can be adapted to make it more challenging. 

“Watching the changes and watching people come
in a certain way and then slowly working with them
is what I love,” Swick said. “I’m outside the box.
I’m a rule-breaker, but in a good way. That’s where
my successes come from. I always put the person
first.” 

Swick calls her Bee Wellness journey a “neat
ride.” Her father, who had a spinal cord injury, was
told he would never walk again — but after six
months under Swick’s watch, she had him using a
walker. 

“Everyone knew him here,” Swick said. “(After he
passed away), I was allowed to mourn for two days.
I had to come back to work because he told me,

‘Your people need you.’ I keep going, educating and
striving to be the best I can be because I watched
what I could do more my dad and just kept creating it

here. 
“I never thought I’d get to 10 years, but my dad always reminded me I

would get there because I was big-headed and determined.” 
For more information, visit www.beewellnessinc.com
Reprinted with the permission of the Free Press Community Review. 

Bee Wellnes
located at 3680 Roblin Blvd.
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Influencer 
Lizzy Savetsky 
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

 

Yiddish explanation
Roz Usiskin passed away. A teacher, community

leader, Yiddishist, matriarch, and above all a real
Mentsh. For me Roz was an indispensable source
of comfort, support, wisdom, and love. She was
involved in helping me and the Yiddish program at
the University of Manitoba grow and flourish. She
will be greatly missed and I send my sincere con-
dolences to her family. Zol zi hobn a likhtikn gan-
eyden.

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour Sundays 1:30

- 2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7 FM or online at ckjs.com
Rochelle Zucker hosts all segments on

November 27th and December 4th.  
You can listen to past presentations on our pod-

cast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishra-

diohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWi

nnipeg/

Autistic comedian Adam
Schwartz organizeing

neurodiversity arts conference
featuring neurodiverse artists 

A Neurodiversity Arts
Conference featuring work-
shops taught by neurodi-
verse artists in several arts
disciplines such as bur-
lesque dancing, stand-up
comedy, poetry, visual arts,
networking, beginner’s act-
ing as well as playwriting,
will take place Saturday,
December 3.

The workshop will be put
on by Neurohilarity with
proceeds going to support
the organization’s projects.
Neurohilarity is the first of
its kind, an organization
devoted to promoting neu-
rodiverse artists and trying to change the way we
see people who are different.

Adam Schwartz, autistic comedian, author, play-
wright and founder said “Neurodiversity represen-
tation, particularly autism, is lacking. Autistic peo-
ple in the popular media are shown as infantilized
savants like in the Big Bang Theory, or angry, emo-
tionless, and violent like Alex Minassian or Alec
Martinez - the Sandy Hook shooter.” 

The workshop will be held one day with the 7
workshops being held in the Artspace, 100 Arthur,
or Creative Manitoba, 300-245 McDermot
Avenue. The artists leading workshops will be:
Meagan Funk, Frances Koncan, Lara Rae, Angela,
Taylor, Lyric Avra, Sarah Jane Martin, and Adam
Schwartz.

Tickets are now available at http://www.sim-
pletix.com/e/neurodiversity-arts-conference-tick-
ets-117330

ADAM
SCHWARTZ



Being a foster parent is a rewarding experience,
say Fay and Avrom Charach

By MYRON LOVE

For the past eight years, Fay and
Avrom Charach have been
opening their home to Jewish

children in our community who are
in need of foster care.

“We had a child of our own at that
time, but we were interested in
adopting a second child,” Fay
Charach recalls.  “We approached
Jewish Child and Family Service
(JCFS) and while we were doing the
paperwork, JCFS called and asked if
we would consider taking in a new-
born on a short-term basis, which
turned out to be three months.”

Since then, Avrom and Fay have
been foster parents to four other chil-
dren – two of whom were also
infants and two who were teenagers.  They are
currently fostering one of those babies.

“She was a premie, “ Fay notes. “She has been
with us for 15 months now.  We were excited to
be able to celebrate her first birthday.”

Independent of JCFS, Fay and Avrom have
also provided a home for a friend of their daugh-
ter.  They welcomed her to their family four
years ago when she was 17.    

“Fay and Avrom are one of 11 welcoming fos-
ter families – not all of them Jewish - currently
fostering for Jewish Child and Family Service,”
reports Randee Pollock, the agency’s Adoption
and Foster Care Coordinator.

“We currently have 14 children in foster care
and two youth on extension of care,” she adds.
“There was a time when we had as many as 30
children in care, but that number has steadily
decreased due to children aging out of care, and
the implementation of new strategies to collabo-
rate more effectively with families.”

She points out that anyone interested in
becoming a foster parent goes through a thor-
ough assessment process that includes orienta-
tion,  background security checks, contacting of
references, a home inspection, and a home study.
“Whenever possible, we try to place children
with extended family members or with people
whom they are acquainted with in their commu-
nity.”

“We have to determine what arrangements the
potential new foster parents are most comfort-
able with – be it taking in children for shorter
periods of time or for an extended period. We
also seek respite homes that can provide tempo-
rary or weekend care. JCFS ensures that foster
parents receive a lot of support from the agency
including advocacy and respite. Foster parents
also receive financial support to help with the
child’s maintenance.”

Of course, she notes, the ideal is to find a way
for the children to either remain with their birth
families with the support of JCFS or be reunited
with them at some point in time.  “If reunifica-
tion isn’t successful or possible”, she says, “then
we look for alternate long-term caregivers, ideal-
ly extended family members.”

“When situations arise with parents and their
children that are too overwhelming and beyond
their ability to cope, children may be deemed to
be at risk and in need of a safer, more secure,
more nurturing environment to ensure their safe-
ty and help them thrive.  Foster care can provide
that.”

As a Jewish agency, JCFS also ensures that
Jewish children and youth in foster care, espe-
cially those who are living in non-Jewish homes,
are integrated into the Jewish community, that
they are able to observe and celebrate Jewish
holidays, have an opportunity to attend Jewish

day school and camps, and become
involved in Jewish community activi-
ties such as BBYO and programs at the
Rady Centre. JCFS also acknowl-
edges, plans, and celebrates life cycle
events such as Bar and Bat Mitzvahs
for children in care.  

Avrom Charach adds that JCFS will
also pay for lessons for foster children.
“For example, one of the teens we wel-
comed into our home liked to play
piano.” he notes.  “JCFS paid for piano
lessons for her.”

A historical problem in foster care
was that once children turned 18, they
aged out of care and could no longer
access the supports of the child welfare
system – often unpre-
pared for independence
and sometimes with
unfortunate outcomes.
Pollock is happy to
report that this has
changed and supports
beyond age 18 are now
available for perma-
nent wards. Young
adults can remain in
their foster homes, with
JCFS support, until the
age of 21 if they are
attending school or a
work program. By age
16, JCFS begins the
process of preparing
youth for independent
living so that they are
ready to live on their
own.

“It is incumbent on
us as a Jewish commu-
nity to look after our
children and youth to
the best of our ability,”
Pollock observes.
“JCFS welcomes the
opportunity to work
with families who are
interested in fostering.
There is always a
need.”

“I would think that
most people in our
community don’t real-
ize that there are
Jewish children in
need,” Fay observes.

“Being foster parents
is a lot of work,” adds
Avrom, “but it is a truly
rewarding experience.”  
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AVROM and FAY CHARACH



Ah yes, the Micay Family. Quite a bunch they
were and are. 

For readers over 50, many will have vivid
memories of Athlete’s Wear owned and operated
for so many years by the late Nathan ( Nonny)
Micay. At its peak, this business was a very suc-
cessful mail order and retail business in the team
uniform and sporting goods field, employing

over 100 people. I can
picture it on Market
Avenue. And of course,
one could never forget
Nathan’s brother,
Archie Micay, a very
well known corporate
lawyer in Winnipeg and
partner in the law firm
of Walsh Micay. The
name was, as one might
suspect, not always

Micay, nor McKay, but in fact Micanofsky,
as in the original settlers in Winnipeg,
Rachel and Morris Micanofsky. Rachel
Micanofsky had her own story as she was a
Lockshin, another long time well known
family in Winnipeg.

Arising from the many grandchildren from
Rachel and Morris was and is none other
than Jack Micay, the oldest brother of three
sons ( Harold and Ira) of Nonny and the late
Faye Micay. Jack, in his own way, took the
Micay family in directions not before
explored. He grew up on Enniskillen Avenue
in West Kildonan in a  home later donated by
his mother Faye Micay to Shalom

Residences as a group home. Jack attended Talmud Torah and later Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate to the end of Grade 8. Next, he went to West Kildonan
Collegiate before graduating from the then United college. 

Jack Micay’s university education was not a straight path. What made the
path uneven were his diverse interests and his willingness to stray from the
course. What he ended up with ultimately was a BA in Philosophy and a
medical degree from the University of Manitoba. But to get there, he
indulged his passion for music and the arts. Upon graduation in 1969 with
his BA, he went to New York and worked there for a summer as a
researcher for a film company. And then, following another love, he trav-
elled in Europe and Israel where he worked on a kibbutz. He had then a
command of Hebrew and in fact is now working on rebuilding his Hebrew
speaking abilities. He came home in June of 1970 and soon he was hired
on at a film company operated by the late, great Douglas Letterman in
Toronto as a researcher for a documentary series. One series led to another
and Jack’s filmmaking experience grew quickly. Yet with all of this suc-
cess, Jack was unsure as to what course to follow as he did have the sci-
ence pre-requisites for Medicine. He applied and was accepted at the
University of Manitoba Medical School and so he went there somewhat
ambivalently, figuring that “ the system would spit me out.” He was wrong.
He did take his last year at the University of Toronto. 

Upon graduation, Jack interned at Mt. Sinai Hospital in Toronto. And
then, in a forerunner of his future life, Jack split his life between medicine
and filmmaking, with lots of travel thrown in. Jack basically would do
short term locums in distant Ontario spots and in between, he did freelance
shows for CBC. Find me anyone else with that background. Jack did his
documentaries for “The Nature of Things” and “The Journal,” often on
medical topics. Then Jack decided to upgrade his medical talents and
moved for a year to New York to train at  a hospital on Long Island in New
York.

Now with all of that, Micay still found time to go to Nepal to visit a hos-
pital near Mount Everest -which led to another CBC show featuring Sir
Edmond Hillary. Micay thus began a 30-year friendship with Sir Edmund.
You could say that Micay did not need to climb Everest, he was already
doing his own ascent - just in his work. Micay even filmed in Winnipeg for
his series with Sir Edmund on the Sherpas of Nepal. In fact, Micay was
able to use his filming career to provide a decent income for himself. As he
puts it, “I was sort of following my father’s steps, running my own mail
order business selling (his films) to school boards, universities, libraries
across the USA and Canada.” It all worked well until the internet destroyed
this path. Mickey also was quite involved in creating what might be termed
Science Musicals, which were one half hour classroom and educational TV
films aimed at high school and university students with the goal to teach
them basic science concepts in an entertaining way using humorous ani-
mation and songs... just part of the Micay magic. 

Jack Micay was a doctor, now retired and a filmmaker, not yet retired.
His educational and documentary productions have brought Micay over 45
prizes at film festivals around the world. Some of his more remarkable
achievements were the science film world’s richest award as in the Grand
Prize at Casa de las Ciencias in La Corona, Spain, not to mention his Grand
and Gold Prizes at film festivals spanning the US, Canada, Italy the Czech
and Slovak Republics and Bulgaria. This is just the tip of the iceberg inso-
far as the Micay accolades are concerned. Lest I forget, Jack is the father
of three adult children: Nathan, Rachel and Jonathan, all of whom seem to
have inherited their dad’s travel bug and one (Jonathan), who is a film
maker like his father. 

So, you take a kid - as in Jack Micay whose father Nathan was a well
known entity in his own right, even though blind, and then have the son
establish two careers, both of which he served and continues to serve with
distinction (at least in filmmaking). and you have more than a remarkable
story. I say it is all worthy of a Jack Micay documentary. 
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$5 Admission | Register www.szwinnipeg.ca/HER

Havdallah • Author Reading • Q&A 
Book Sales & Signing • Reception

Congregation
Shaarey Zedek
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Celebrating Community and CultureCelebrating Community and Culture

The The 
End  End  
of  of  
HerHer  
Sat,   
Dec  

17  
7:30 PM

Berney Theatre 
 
 

2022

Author Wayne Hoffman 
 The End of  Her: 

Racing Against Alzheimer’s to 
Solve a Murder. The murder in question  
was his great-grandmother, Sarah Feinstein,  

who was killed in Winnipeg in 1913 – a  
case that made headlines across the country,  

drawing thousands to what was then the largest  
funeral in the city’s history. But the murder of  

a Jewish immigrant in the North End, a crime  
likely driven by antisemitism, was never solved.    

Hoffman, a veteran journalist, set out to  
solve it a century later – while watching his  

own mother, who was named in memory  
of Sarah Feinstein, gradually decline  
from Alzheimer’s Disease. Join us for  
an evening of discovery as Wayne  

presents passages  
from his intriguing  
encounter with a  

piece of personal  
history, very  

much a part  
of our own  

community’s  
past.
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STEWART ELSTON
Powell Property Group
2021 President Manitoba Real Estate Assoc.
2016 President Winnipeg REALTORS® 

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

For All Your Real Estate Needs! 

Jack Micay: combining filmmaking with medicine

By

GERRY POSNER

JACK MICAY



“A little bit of light pushes away a lot of dark-
ness” - Jewish Proverb

By SHELLEY WERNER

Art and Scroll Studio was created in 2020
to celebrate the makers and creators of
Judaic art. The format is a live interview

on Zoom, including a featured artist each month
in presentation and conversation. With an ever-
growing audience, more people return every
time, and new attendees join, with viewers from
all over North America, as well as far away des-
tinations like Hong Kong and Dubai. So far, we
have produced 17 episodes, with over 3,500
views on our YouTube channel.

As a founding member and former
Winnipegger, as well as the show host I can say:
“The entire process is so rewarding. Viewers
love the organization and immediacy of the
show. Watching a conversation with the artist
from their origin story through the growth of the
art gives the audience a feeling that they are just
watching two old friends talking.”

For 25 years ClaudeRiedel has been creating
Ner Tamids, incorporating elements of stained
glass, blown glass, found objects, metalwork
and cast bronze. The intricate designs are rich
with Judaic symbolism such as the Tree of Life,
the Burning Bush and the Star of David. Riedel
collaborates with glass artisans and metal work-
ers to craft these singular awe-inspiring pieces to
specially fit each architectural setting. His work
is found in over 175 congregations large and
small across the globe. When used in ceremony,
Riedel’s extraordinary Ner Tamids behold the
light on the eternal flame, “I seek a radiant puri-
ty of light which inspires and calms the spirit of
the worshipper”.

His first Ner Tamid was crafted for his own
congregation, Bet Shalom, Minnetonka,
Minnesota in 1995.The artistic journey is person-
al for Claude.  His grandfather was taken to
Buchenwald on Kristalinacht (the night of bro-
ken glass) in Germany in 1938. “I am inspired to
put the shards of glass back together in new and
meaningful ways. My energy is to take bits and
pieces of myself – of the personal as well as the
artistic parts – and make them into something
more whole and holy.”

The Ner Tamid is the light that represents the
eternal light, or the presence of God, that hangs
over the front of every synagogue. The ner tamid
is one of the most emotionally evocative or laden
pieces of ceremonial art in the synagogue
because often people have donated money in
memory of someone for the previous ner tamid
or for the current one. The passing of the torch,
so to speak, is often challenging, and interesting
and a very sensitive issue. It’s important to be
respectful to the past while also moving in the
new.

He has designed beautiful glass Ner Tamids for
temples, synagogues, shuls, schools, memorial
walls, and private chapels. He has also made
eternal lights for other religious and spiritual
communities.

“During a lively committee meeting Claude
reminded us that ceremonial art should ideally
inspire and not distract from prayer. The Ner
Tamid should be beautiful but not overtake our
attention. He is able to weave between function,
scriptural images and visual aspects of the piece.
His work seems both ancient and modern,” Amy
Lange, Shir Tikvah art committee commented.

His pieces combine traditional forms with
evocative blown and stained glass. He seeks a
radiant purity of light which inspires and calms
the spirit of the congregant. The use of a soft,
translucent pallet of clear and colored glass
allows worshippers to focus on their prayer. On

closer inspection there are hidden jewels of
meaning within each piece. While most installa-
tions are electrically lit, he also uses gas and oil
flames when possible. Each piece is unique,
entirely hand crafted and designed to fit an archi-
tectural setting. He enjoys the collaborative
process, both for what it symbolizes and for the
inspiration it provides. 

Claude comments,
“It’s very meaningful.
It’s that thread of con-
nection that’s inspired
me to do this. It helps
my connection to
Judaism and, hopeful-
ly, it spreads the light
so to speak, and passes
on to others. The
themes that I’m work-
ing from are really
universal themes. The
sense of moving from
darkness to light, from
pain, from suffering,
from difficulty to heal-
ing and to the light.
From shattered to back
to whole”

Claude Riedel will
be the featured artist
on Art and Scroll
Studio Zoom series,
December 7, 2022 at
8:00 pm central time.
Contact: artandscroll-
studio@gmail.com

To register for virtu-
al and free tickets
enter this URL in your
b r o w s e r :
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Art and Scroll Studio enters its Third Season:
From Darkness into Light

Claude Riedel and the Art of the Ner Tamid

SHELLEY WERNER CLAUDE RIEDEL

Ner Tamids created by Claude Riedel

https://bit.ly/Claude
RiedelTickets. 

To view a short
preview enter this
U R L :
https://bit.ly/Claude
RiedelSnapshot
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GRIEG’S PEER GYNT | JAN 21
A new interpretation featuring Star Trek Legend John De Lancie.

BREAKIN’ CLASSICAL | FEB 11 & 12
Find out where street dance and classical music meet.

DVORAK’S SEVENTH SYMPHONY | FEB 18
A wonderfully crafted journey of the Bohemian spirit.

AMY BEACH’S GAELIC SYMPHONY | MAR 4
English, Scottish and Irish melodies woven with American musical traditions.

ALEXEI VOLODIN PLAYS RACHMANINOFF 3 | MAR 17
One of the most recognized and technically challenging piano concertos.

THE ULTIMATE ABBA TRIBUTE WITH RAJATON | APR 15 & 16
Have the time of your life with these six Finnish vocal sensations.

BEETHOVEN’S NINTH & SPECIAL GUEST JAN LISIEKI | MAY 16
This will be one of our most popular concerts this season!

A D D O D E TO JOY FO R JUST $ 45 !

PICK 3  AND SAVE 33% 
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