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The Jewish population in Winnipeg is far more spread out
than used to be the case, according to 2021 census

By BERNIE BELLAN

The latest census data shows that the Jewish
population in Winnipeg is now far more
spread out than used to be the case years

ago, when the vast majority of the  Jewish population was divided between
the north and south ends of the city.

Now, according to information that was released in November 2022 by
statcan, Jews can be found in almost all areas of the city. 

We’ve been analyzing data from the 2021 census ever since statcan
released a trove of data about the ethnic and religious composition of
Canada in November.

The 2021 census is the most accurate census we’ve had in Canada since
the National Household Survey in 2011. In our November 23rd issue we
showed how the Jewish population of Winnipeg could not be more than
14,270 and was very likely much smaller than that. What we did is take the
number of respondents to the 2021 census who said that one of their ethnic
origins was “Jewish”, and compared that with the number who said their
religion was “Jewish.”

As we noted then, the number of respondents who said their religion was
“Jewish” was 11,170, while the number that gave at least one of their eth-
nic origins as “Jewish” was 10,700. It might be complicated to understand,
but we showed that, while many of the individuals gave one of their ethnic
origins as “Jewish,” they also reported a different religion than “Jewish.”
As a result, we concluded, the maximum possible number of individuals in
Winnipeg who could be Jewish was 14,270 – although we also showed that
the true number was likely much smaller than that.

Following our initial foray into an analysis of the 2021 census we kept up
a correspondence with a statistician from statcan (which is now the name
for what was formerly Statistics Canada), asking whether it would be pos-
sible to produce figures for where Jews live in Winnipeg. Subsequently, we
were sent a table that listed Jewish population according to religion within
the many census tracts in Winnipeg, also a map showing census tracts in
the city.

By cross-referencing the table that was sent to us with the map that was
also sent we were able to produce our own set of figures showing where
Jews live in the city. Some of the figures that resulted might come as a great
surprise to readers, including the huge drop in the Jewish population of
West Kildonan (down to 205) and the very substantial increase in the num-
ber of Jews that live east of the Red River. (There are now almost as many
Jews in East Kildonan – 175, as West Kildonan! And, when you add in
Jews living in other parts of the city east of the Red River, you realize that
approximately 10% of the Jewish population in Winnipeg now lives east of
the Red River.)

We were also surprised to learn that Tuxedo has almost overtaken River

Heights as the area with the largest concentration of Jewish population in
Winnipeg, with the area known as Crescentwood coming in third.

In producing our own map and corresponding table we were able to show
how areas in the extreme south end of the city, including south St. Vital and
Bridgewater, have become home to very large Jewish populations. (That
map can be seen on our website: jewishpostandnews.ca.)

In fact though, our Jewish population is now so spread out in so many dif-
ferent areas of the city that it would be difficult to say, as had been the case
for many years, that our Jewish population is concentrated in the “south
end” of the city. Traditionally, when we thought of the “south end,” we
tended to think of River Heights and Tuxedo, also - in more recent times,
Lindenwoods and Whyte Ridge.

As it turns out, however, there are now Jewish populations in suburban
areas in almost all parts of the city, also a fairly large concentration in
Wolseley and what is referred to as the West End, both of which are much
closer to the centre of Winnipeg.

The continued decline in the number of Jews living in what was the tra-
ditional “North End” would probably come as no surprise to most readers,
but the fact that there are now only 80 Jews living south of Smithfield, all
the way to the CPR tracks, is but one more indication how much Jews have
abandoned the traditional North End.

We’re not quite sure why, but the statcan list of census tracts for
Winnipeg also included areas that would never be considered part of
Winnipeg, such as St. Francois Xavier, Taché, Birds Hill, Lorette,  East of
Hwy. 59, and St. Clement. We’ve included them here because they form
part of the total of 11,165 respondents who declared “Jewish” as their reli-
gion in the 2021 census and were considered part of Winnipeg (for some
reason) by statcan.

There were also two census tracts that we were unable to identify on the
map. They had a total of 20 Jewish residents. We’ve been somewhat arbi-
trary in identifying certain areas, such as south Fort Garry – not knowing
which area would be considered south Ft. Garry and which, north Ft. Garry.
The same applies for St. Vital. We’ve also given names to various neigh-
bourhoods where possible, but that was simply not possible in many cases.
Tuxedo, for instance, is identified as one census tract on the statcan map,
while River Heights is made up of five different census tracts. As a result
we were able to distinguish north River Heights (north of Corydon) from
south River Heights.

Here then is a list of all areas of the city that have any number of Jewish
residents, in order from largest to smallest:

River Heights (south of Corydon) 1460

The passing of Harvey Rosen marks the end of an era 
By BERNIE BELLAN and MYRON LOVE

Harvey Rosen, The Jewish Post & News’ longest-
serving columnist, passed away last week.

In December 2018 Harvey Rosen wrote his last col-
umn for this newspaper. There was nothing, though, in
that column to indicate that, after 42 years of writing a
regular column, Harvey was retiring. 

But, unfortunately the signs that Harvey was in fail-
ing health were apparent and so, while I attempted to
contact Harvey to see how he was doing after he sent
that column, but stopped sending anything else, to ask
him whether he was going to be sending another col-
umn, to my chagrin, there was no response. 

I saw Harvey one more time, in May 2019, when he
and Ernie Nairn were inducted as the first two members
of the Rady JCC Sportswriters Hall of Fame.  He was
basking in the moment. 

I asked the other long-time columnist for this paper,
Myron Love, who had been writing longer for this paper: him or Harvey?
Myron said that he had started writing for us in 1982, but Harvey had
begun in 1976, so Harvey still has Myron beaten by two years – to date.

I wondered though, how Harvey had ever begun to write a regular sports
column for The Jewish Post. As I pored through our archives trying to find
an answer to that question, all that I could find was a column by Sid
Bursten, the then-managing director of The Jewish Post, in the September
2, 1976 issue, announcing the hiring of several new staff writers, including
Harvey as a sports writer. 

Harvey’s first-ever column, which did not yet have the name “The
Sporting Touch” attached to it, appeared one week later, in the September

9, 1976 issue. There was no introduction – nothing
to indicate why Harvey was interested in writing a
sports column – or even who he was. But that col-
umn contained all the trademark Harvey Rosen
“shtick,” especially his use of Yiddish phrases – and
what anyone who read his column on a regular basis
would come to recognize: some of the corniest lines
imaginable. 

Yet, he was extraordinarily prolific – combing the
world for stories about Jewish athletes. Here is how
Harvey’s good friend, Myron Love, who was a
teacher the same time as Harvey, described his
career, in a piece Myron wrote for us in March
2019:

“For more than 40 years, popular Jewish Post &
News sports columnist Harvey Rosen has been a fix-
ture at Winnipeg sporting events. Over the years, he

has rarely missed a CFL football game or professional hockey game here.
He has been in attendance for every major sports banquet or local Hall of
Fame induction. He has been, in his own words, ‘where the action is.’

“But no more.
“Rosen has been cutting back on his sports coverage for a few years now.

For years, a stringer covering the Bombers and the Jets for Canadian Press,
he stopped going to the football games after the local team moved to its
new home near the University of Manitoba and quit the hockey coverage a
couple of years ago.

“And, at the end of December, he wrote his last column for the JP&N.
“ ‘I thought that it

was time,’ he says. “

HARVEY ROSEN with TEEMU
SELANNE at the Rady JCC Sports
Dinner in May 2017

(Continued on page 3. See “Jewish population.”)

(Continued on page 3. See “Harvey Rosen.”)



By MYRON LOVE

Congregation Etz Chayim’s relocation to south Winnipeg is moving
along smoothly, according to the transition team’s co-chairs, Kim
Hirt and Myron Schultz.

In an update emailed to synagogue members in mid-December, the
pair reported on the activities of transition team members in charge of
different aspects of the move to the new location at 1155 Wilkes, which
has been the home of the Shriners’ Khartoum Temple. 

Committee leaders include Denny and Mel Hornstein, who are
in charge of honouring the past by developing ways to preserve the his-
tory of the three congregations – the former Rosh Pina, Bnay Abraham
and Beth Israel  synagogues - that joined together in 2002 to form Etz
Chayim.

Sabrina Bokser’s committee  is responsible for assessing the congrega-
tion’s  functional space requirements, which will impact how the new Etz
Chayim will be reconfigured for the immediate and long term future  This
group’s first job, noted Hirt and Schultz,  “is to look at all the activities that
have historically been held in the current building and the space required to
accomplish these activities, as well as to consider functions and programs
that we would like to host.   In the end, there may be some activities that
we will not be able to host when we move or will perhaps be achievable in
a phased approach.   These are matters to be assessed and will be deter-
mined with consultation with our membership”.

Gord Steindel and his team, they further point out, have begun the impor-
tant job of inventorying Etz Chayim’s  artifacts and objects to prepare  for
the first stage of a move.

And, as Etz Chayim is a holy space,   the   ritual team, led by Steven
Hyman is working closely with the synagogue’s  clergy,  in regard to the
religious requirements for the new space.

“We look forward to welcoming more congregation members who might
want to volunteer to join our Transition Teams,” Hirt and Schultz wrote.   

As reported earlier in The Jewish Post  & News, the Etz Chayim board
put out the “for sale” for the 70-year-old former Rosh Pina building on
Matheson Avenue  three months ago – after at least a decade of looking into
a move south. 

In that earlier interview, Etz Chayim president Avrom Charach noted that
the great majority of the congregation now lives south  and – more impor-
tantly - after 70 years, the current  building needs a lot of work.

”We think it makes more sense to spend the money where most of our
members are living instead of where we are now,” Charach observed.

The plan, he said, was to purchase and renovate an existing building - or
rent temporarily if need be until a suitable building could be found.The
goal was to find a location within a 10-minute drive of most of the shul
members.   That would be a location accessible to residents of River
Heights, Tuxedo, Lindenwoods and Charleswood.

“We would like to be in our new home by next summer – in time for next
Yom Tov.”

In a follow-up story in the Post, we reported that the congregation pur-
chased the former Shriners headquarters on Wilkes Ave for a reported
$4.75 million.  

As the Shriners
building is about the
same size as the cur-
rent synagogue’s
sanctuary, Charach
noted, the new syna-
gogue will reflect the
former Beth Israel
building wherein the
sanctuary doubled as
the social hall.

In such a case, after
services on Shabbat
morning, the daven-
ers would go out into
the hall while the
chairs inside the
sanctuary would be
rearranged around tables and food stations for the Kiddush. 

(How the pews will be incorporated  into the new building is to be deter-
mined.)

Charach also suggest that enlarging the space by pushing back the build-
ing’s western wall is under consideration.

In that earlier JP&N interview, Charach suggested that the sale of the cur-
rent building might bring in $10 million.  “We have had quite a bit of inter-
est – but no solid offers yet,” he reports.   “We are planning a capital cam-
paign and are prepared to consider bridge financing if required.”

Whereas Charach noted earlier that the congregation  is expecting to be
in the new shul by yom tov, the ideal, he says, would be to be able to con-
duct services shortly after taking possession at the end of May. 
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A R E  N O W  O P E N

Nomination deadline: January 31, 2023 
Event date: May 16, 2023

A program to honour and celebrate
community volunteers and leaders

Congregation Etz Chayim transition south now well under way

The reception hall in the Shriners’ building
This area could possibly serve both as the sanc-
tuary for the Etz Chayim and the reception
area following Shabbat services.

The new home for Etz Chayim Congregation - Khartum Shrine on
Wilkes Avenue, Shriners’ Winnipeg headquarters 



Dec. 29, 2022 WASHINGTON (JTA) — In a statement congratulating
Benjamin Netanyahu on the swearing in of his new government, President
Joe Biden reminded his “friend for decades” of the U.S. administration’s
commitment to a two-state solution, something that Netanyahu has effec-
tively abandoned.

Biden also emphasized a key concern for Netanyahu, reports that Iran is
about to become a nuclear weapon state.

“I look forward to working with Prime Minister Netanyahu, who has
been my friend for decades, to jointly address the many challenges and
opportunities facing Israel and the Middle East region, including threats
from Iran,” he said in his statement.

But much of the statement was devoted to Israeli-Palestinian peace,
which Netanyahu has downplayed in favor of expanding relations with
other Arab neighbors.

“From the start of my administration, we have worked with partners to
promote this more hopeful vision of a region at peace, including between
Israelis and Palestinians,” Biden said. “We aim to continue this important
work with Israel’s new government under Prime Minister Netanyahu’s
leadership. And as we have throughout my Administration, the United
States will continue to support the two state solution and to oppose policies
that endanger its viability or contradict our mutual interests and values.”

Netanyahu in recent years has rejected the two-state outcome. His new
right-wing coalition is committed to advancing West Bank settlement
expansion, a policy that Biden and his administration reject as harmful to
the peace process.

In his statement, Biden did not mention Netanyahu’s extremist coalition
partners who have worried U.S. Jewish leaders and politicians. Biden
administration officials reportedly have said they will not meet with
Cabinet minis-
ters from the
R e l i g i o u s
Zionist bloc,
i n c l u d i n g
Itamar Ben-
Gvir and
B e z a l e l
Smotrich, but
his top officials
have also said
they will deal
with Israel on
the basis of its
policies and
not on the indi-
viduals in its
government.

“ ‘You can’t go on forever.’
“Rosen’s career as a sports

writer began serendipitously
with The Jewish Post (before the paper became The Jewish Post
& News). In 1976, the then Post editor, Sid Bursten, got the idea
of starting a sports column.

“ ‘My wife at the time, Judy, was a close friend of Brenda
Barrie, Sid’s wife,’ Rosen recalls. ‘Judy suggested to Brenda that
I write the column.’

“Rosen was an ideal choice. He was always enthusiastic about
sports. Growing up in the north end, he had played hockey and
fastball as a kid.

“As a junior high school teacher - a profession he pursued for
33 years - the lifelong north ender coached softball and led his
teams to numerous city championships.

“His column in the Post caught the eye of an editor at the Canadian Press,
which hired Harvey as its reporter in Winnipeg. He started with the World
Hockey Association (for those readers old enough to remember those glory
days for our city and professional hockey) and continued through the com-
ing of the NHL to Winnipeg, the original Jets’ traumatic departure, the
Moose and the return of the Jets.

“There were many hectic times and long evenings, Harvey recalls. He
would often visit both dressing rooms for comments after a game, then
have to hurry home and type up the column the same evening.

“ ‘I became quite friendly with several of the professional athletes I cov-
ered,’ he says. ‘I have met many wonderful people.’

“Both as a teacher and a sports writer, Harvey Rosen brought a positive
approach to his work and those he worked with. ‘In the classroom, I always
looked for reasons to compliment and encourage my students,’ he notes. ‘I

approached athletes the same way. Authentic compliments
help to boost individuals’ confidence and morale I believe.’

“But it was not only professional athletes that Rosen was
able to hang out with. His columns also put the spotlight on
local Jewish amateur athletes – both younger individuals and
seniors – in a wide variety of sports. He notes that Y Sports
Dinner committee members, such as Ernie Nairn and the late
Ken Kronson, regularly sought his input when seeking nomi-
nees for the Jewish Athlete of the Year award.

“And, for many readers, their favourite Rosen columns
were those in which he highlighted the Jewish athletes in pro-
fessional sports such as major league baseball, the NFL and
the NHL.

“How did he do it? By scouring the weekly and monthly
football, baseball, hockey, and other sports publications to

which he subscribed.
“ ‘Sometimes, you can tell by the name,’ he points out. ‘But then you get

a name like Mike Camalleri (Jewish mother). If I suspected that a player
was Jewish, I would contact the player to confirm it.’

“Rosen is receiving some well-earned official recognition of his own
these days. He reports that True North (the Jets parent company) invited
him to supper and a game in January and that he is going to be honoured at
the next Rady JCC Sports Dinner.

“ ‘I am going to miss the writing,’ he says.
“He might not be entirely finished though. He suggests that he may still

submit stories from time to time.”

Alas, Harvey never did submit another story. But I doubt there will ever
be another Jewish sportswriter quite like Harvey Rosen.
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River Heights (north of Corydon) 530
Total River Heights 1990
Tuxedo 1955
Crescentwood (including Wellington Crescent 
& area west of Osborne) 735
Charleswood 660
Lindenwoods 655
Garden City 560
Fort Rouge 410
South Ft. Garry (not including Bridgewater) 360
South St. Vital 355
Whyte Ridge 335
Wolseley 270
Bridgewater 265
Fort Garry (not including Bridgewater or south Ft. Garry) 225
West Kildonan 205
East Kildonan 175
St. Vital (not including south St. Vital) 170
The Maples 165
Transcona 150
St. Boniface 110
North Kildonan 100
Sage Creek 95
Westwood 90

West End (west of Balmoral, north of Portage, east of Polo Park) 85
North End (south of Smithfield, to the CPR tracks) 80
Osborne Village (east of Osborne) 70
Downtown (Portage south to the river)) 60
Island Lakes 60
East St. Paul 45
St. James 45
East of Hwy. 59 45
Birds Hill 40
Silver Heights 35
Riverview 35
Concordia 35
Downtown (east of Balmoral, west of 
Main Street, north of Portage, south of Ellice) 25
North-west (between Mollard Road and Selkirk Ave.) 25
Exchange district 25
Headingley 25
Elmwood 20
Waterfront 20
St. Francois Xavier 20
Taché 20
Lorette 20
West St. Paul 15
St. Clement 15
Wildewood 10
Pritchard Farm 10
Armstrong’s Point 10

Jewish population
(Continued from page 1.)

Harvey Rosen
(Continued from page 1.)

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Harvey’s column
appeared in this
paper for more than
42 years.

Biden emphasizes two-state solution in congratulations to Netanyahu’s coalition



I’ve been writing about Jewish population
trends in Winnipeg for many years now, but
never more so since the 2016 census pro-

duced wildly inaccurate results for the entire
Jewish population of Canada. (I’ve explained
numerous times why the figures from the 2016
census were so out of whack. Simply put, it was
because “Jewish” was no longer listed as a
choice for respondents in answer to the question

about ethnic origin. Instead, one had either to write in “Jewish” or else
choose a different ethnic origin.)

But now that the 2021 census has provided the most complete informa-
tion ever obtained about the ethnic and religious composition of Canada,
one would expect that Jewish federations throughout the country would be
eager to analyze those results almost immediately. 

It may be time consuming for someone to begin analyzing data from the
2021 census, but statisticians from statcan are very helpful when it comes
to providing data that cannot be readily extracted simply by taking a look
at the statcan 2021 census site. Unfortunately, there doesn’t seem to be any
great rush for Jewish federations across the country to begin analyzing data
from the 2021 census, especially as it relates to Jewish populations in dif-
ferent cities.

When I asked a spokesperson from our own Jewish Federation whether
they’d be interested in having statcan produce specific data as it would
relate to our own Jewish community I was told that all Jewish federations
across the country have hired one individual to analyze all data. You would
think though that, considering our federation has long employed an indi-
vidual whose ostensible responsibility included “planning,” that the feder-
ation here would be eager to analyze the data that statcan has now pro-
duced.

So, instead of waiting for who knows how long for one individual work-
ing for all Jewish federations across the country to begin to analyze census
data, I took it upon myself to work with a statistician from statcan and
begin analyzing the data.

Why have I been so interested in analyzing data about the Jewish popu-
lation of Winnipeg, you might ask? It’s simply because I’ve never trusted
the data that our Jewish Federation has been reporting for years. For so
long the Jewish Federation here has been reporting various figures for the
size of our Jewish population – always in the neighbourhood of 16,000, but
without any empirical evidence to support that figure. My own analysis of
available data showed that the true figure was in the 12,000 range.

I could never get anyone from the Jewish Federation to provide empiri-
cal date that would substantiate a figure of 16,000 for our Jewish popula-
tion here.

For instance, when I interviewed Faye Rosenberg Cohen, who was then
the Chief Planning and Allocations Director for the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, I posed this question to her: “…can you put your finger on how
many new immigrants have come here over the years?”

Faye responded: “I can honestly say when I look at those numbers it’s
somewhere around 1/3 of the community.”

JP&N: “So you’d say it’s somewhere between 4-5,000?”
Faye: “I think it’s more

than that.”

Based upon that answer,
the Jewish population of
Winnipeg would have to be
at least 15,000, but as I’ve
shown since information
about Canada’s ethnic and
religious composition was
released this past November,
it is simply impossible that
Winnipeg’s Jewish popula-
tion could be more than
14,270 – at an absolute max-
imum, and is very likely
much smaller than that,
because many of those
14,270 individuals reported
that while, one of their ethnic
origins may have been
“Jewish,” their religion was
something else entirely. I
suppose one can still identify
as “Jewish” when one’s reli-
gion is Christian, but I would
submit that would be a real
stretch for most people to
accept.

It shouldn’t come as a sur-

prise though that the Jewish Federation here would want to embellish the
size of our community; it serves to bolster the federation’s case that it has
been so successful in attracting immigrants here. And, it has been very suc-
cessful in doing that.

But, back in August I asked Faye Rosenberg Cohen what I described as
a key question: “Does anyone keep track of how many immigrants actual-
ly stay here?” The answer, unfortunately, is no. So, even if the Federation
has been quite successful in attracting Jewish immigrants here, it is not
only possible that a very high proportion of those immigrants have left
Winnipeg, it is very likely the case. Otherwise, the data from the 2021 cen-
sus would have shown a great many more individuals as reporting they
were Jewish, either by ethnic origin or religion.

Further, as my story on page 1 of this issue demonstrates, individuals
who identify as “Jewish” by religion are now spread out throughout the
entire city. There are now only 1,035 Jews living west of the Red River and
north of the CPR tracks. There are more Jews living east of the Red River
than in that entire area north of the tracks – which was once home to 90%
of the Jewish population as recently as 1961, when the Jewish population
here almost reached 20,000.

Clearly, the move to newer neighbourhoods – especially in Charleswood,
Bridgewater and other parts of Ft. Garry, St. Vital, and Transcona, is being
spurred by the arrival of new immigrant families in seek of lower-cost
housing, but what are the implications for some of the bedrock organiza-
tions of our Jewish community, especially the Rady JCC and Gray
Academy?

We’ve already seen one of the results of the drastic decline in the Jewish
population north of the CPR tracks with the decision by Etz Chayim
Congregation to move to a much smaller facility on Wilkes Avenue. It will
be interesting to see whether that leads to more members deciding to join
that congregation once the move takes effect this summer.

One of the other significant aspects of the continued movement of indi-
viduals away from the entire area north of the CPR tracks and west of the
Red River has been the concentration of seniors in apartments, assisted liv-
ing facilities and personal care homes all south of the Assiniboine River.
With the aging of our community, in which a full 23% of our Jewish pop-
ulation is now over 65 – the highest proportion it’s ever been in our histo-
ry, one wonders what the long-term consequences will be for that trend. 

With a high number of Jewish seniors now living in Crescentwood, espe-
cially in apartments on Wellington Crescent and neighbouring streets, that
certainly portends well for the Shaarey Zedek once renovations are com-
plete there in 2024. But, just as the Rady JCC has seen quite a large drop-
off in membership ever since the onset of Covid, one wonders whether
many seniors will be as anxious to return to attending synagogue in person
once the Shaarey Zedek returns to its traditional home.

The combination of population shifts along with the Covid epidemic has
drastically altered the preferences of large portions of what is now our
Jewish population in terms of which Jewish facilities they choose to use.
Are our organizations doing enough to take into account those very signif-
icant changes in our Jewish community? That remains to be seen.

Turning to another story on page 1 - about the passing of Harvey Rosen,
I was always interested in reading Harvey’s columns, both for the infor-
mation they contained, and for his unique turns of phrase. I was especially
fond of his use of the expression, “a member of the Hebraic persuasion,”
which he used instead of simply saying someone was Jewish.

Myron Love references Harvey’s determination to find Jewish athletes,
particularly in professional sports. I remember Harvey describing his going
up to a hockey player by the name of Jayden Schwartz who, at the time was
playing for the St. Louis Blues, and asking Jayden whether he was
“Jewish?”

Harvey said that Jayden very politely answered that he wasn’t Jewish, but
he didn’t seem offended that someone might think he was Jewish. On the
other hand, Harvey did seem obsessed with finding out the parentage of
many athletes, as Myron notes in his story.

We still carry the occasional story about Jewish athletes, but those stories
comes from our news agency, the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, and they
tend to focus either on American or Israeli athletes. Where Harvey truly
excelled was in finding local Jewish athletes. I always found it remarkable
that, if there was a Jewish youngster who excelled at a particular sport here,
Harvey would find them.

Although we occasionally get contacted by someone who informs us of
a particular athlete whose story would be of interest to our readers, I’m sad
to say that doesn’t happen very often. In looking back at old issues of The
Jewish Post I saw that, prior to Harvey coming on board in 1976, the paper
relied upon Leible Hershfield for sports stories, but Leible’s interest was in
the athletes of yesteryear - when he himself was our community’s most
famous athlete.

Harvey, though, excelled in finding the up and coming future stars of our
community. And, to think he produced over 2,000 columns over the years
- I wonder whether there’s another sportswriter for a Jewish paper any-
where who could match that total?
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Secular Israeli believes that peace between Jews and Palestinians will 
require mutual understanding of each other’s religious beliefs

Inon Dan Kehati is a self-described “secular”
Israeli who believes that the key to bringing
Israelis and Palestinians together is by empha-

sizing the commonality of their respective reli-
gious beliefs.

In an interview with writer Sheri Oz that was
published on Arutz Sheva online on November
28, the founder of the NGO, “Har Habayit” (The
Home), laid out his vision for peace between the
two sides based on a mutual recognition of each

other’s religions values.

A former leftist – he used to vote for the Israeli left-wing party, Meretz -
Kehati noted that his political viewpoint changed as a result of the Second
Intifada about 20 years ago.  It’s a process that happened to a lot of
Israelis,” he told his interviewer. “Once you experience so many vicious
attacks and see Palestinians being proud of it, you know that you are not
facing something that can be dealt with in a conventional way. Our enemies
want to annihilate us because we are Jews who are loyal to our forefathers’
rights. That made me see that it is a religious conflict at its roots and not
territorial.”

As to his own sense of Judaism, the scion of Polish-born Jews on his
father’s side and Yemeni ancestry on his mother’s explained that although
while he “may keep fewer of the religious laws in the traditional orthodox
way, but the Land of Israel, the Hebrew language, and the Torah are in my
blood”.

On the other hand, his “Jewish universalist background” allows him to
observe and learn without reaching the point of viewing all Arabs as ‘eter-
nal enemies.” “I understand and speak basic Arabic,” he noted. “Therefore
I can understand what many Arabs, and especially their leadership, say
among themselves - and they speak in terms of Jihad (religious war). I
believe that the root of the conflict is the lack of Islamic recognition of the
legitimacy and relevance of Judaism, especially our historical right to sov-
ereignty in any part of the land and our connection to the Temple Mount.”

What leftists fail to understand, he pointed out, is that the Palestinians
want all of the former Palestine – “from the river to the sea.” There is no
land for peace compromise that would be acceptable.

The Right’s vision is equally unproductive though. “We cannot restore
our sovereignty to Judea and Samaria without dialogue with Palestinian
communities or by ‘inviting’ them to leave the land,” he observed.

Kehati,  through Har Habayit, has adopted a different approach in an
attempt to bring Palestinians and Israelis together.  The most important
requirement from the Jewish side, he suggests, is a strong sense of one’s
own identity – a respect for your roots and traditions.

Oz noted that Kehati believes that “when we connect with our roots, we
will engage differently with our Arab neighbors on both sides of the Green
Line. And our approach to resolving the Israel-Palestine conflict will not be
that offered by either the left or the right today”.

A major activity of Har Habayit’, she wrote,  has been the ‘Clean the
Hate’ activities in which Palestinians from the PA join with Jews in
Jerusalem to clean up litter on city streets to show their love of the land and
to develop trust between the two peoples.

Asked how he came up with the idea for Har Habayit, Kehati responded
that “after the attempted murder of (right wing Israeli politician) Yehuda
Glick on the Temple Mount in 2014, something awoke in me and I wrote a
Facebook post asking how a site that is exploited so much for war and for
hate can be transformed into a site of peace and from which peace will
begin”.

A Palestinian named John responded to that post. An initial five-minute
chat led to a five-hour conversation on Skype.

“I felt that I had found a long-lost brother,” Kehait recalled.  “We may not
see everything eye to eye, but we have much in common on deep levels that
I cannot explain.

“This meeting led to meetings with many more Palestinians. That was the
first time that I met the other side face to face without the filter of organi-
zations or social media. Understanding their stories without all the filters,
I brought my story as a Zionist Jew who is very pro-Israel, engaging with
them without sacrificing my deeply ingrained Jewish identity.

“I have found when we engage with ‘the other’ we learn much more
about ourselves, and at some deep level, this engagement makes us more
resilient and brings us back to our own roots.”

What Kehati toId Oz he learned from these encounters is to view the land
as one indivisible unit. “I learned a connection to the land, to the soil, you
know – the olive trees, something that we are missing,” he said. “The con-
nection is tradition. In the Arab mindset, you cannot separate the religious
from the national, from the personal, from the political – it’s all inter-
twined.” 

Kehati observed that he envisages a scenario that is based on the Torah
and the vision of the prophets of Israel. But Zionism, he added “is not only
the self-determination of the Jewish People in the Land of Israel. We have

achieved the ingathering of the exiles and sovereignty. We are now stuck at
the point at which we need to deepen the meaning of a Jewish state, to cre-
ate an alliance with the non-Jews who recognize our sovereignty here and
therefore to restore our sovereignty in Judea and Samaria.”

He said that he tells his Palestinian friends that he wants to include them
in a system that is going to be “deeply Jewish under Jewish rule but both
of us will be under the same laws, the same rights and the same obliga-
tions” – as exists today within the pre-1967 borders – “but in a Jewish sys-
tem”.

“When I talk with Palestinians about the significance of a Jewish state,
it’s different from what they hear from others, those who talk about exclud-
ing them and do not see them as partners. Within Judaism, we have clear
principles about how to treat the ‘Ger’, the non-Jew within our bounds.

“Therefore, I think that they do not experience me as patronizing or treat-
ing them as second-class citizens. The future I aspire for is something I
want to include them in.

“Peace will come from the Temple Mount,” he concluded, “and the peace
agreement will be signed there between Israel and the Palestinians with the
world looking on. This was the idea that sparked Har Habayit. Not just
because Bayit is the same word for home in Hebrew and Arabic, and this
land should be home, but more so because of Har Habayit, and uplifting the
status of Jews, Palestinians, and Jerusalem in the world.”

By

MYRON LOVE

Comparing the “Nakba” to the “Holocaust” is antisemitic
It is disappointing that neither the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western

Canada (JHCWC) nor  Belle Jarniewski addressed my concerns whether,
according to the  International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance definition
of anti-semitism (Dec. 7 issue), the film “Ma Nishma” would be consid-
ered anti-Semitic. The response to my letter submitted by Mark Kantor and
Dan Stone (Dec 21 issue) about whether the film, “Ma Nishma” would be
considered anti-Semitic did not address my concerns.

With regard to the film in question, my friend Ellery Broder made the fol-
lowing observations in an email:

“An interviewee, Lasha compares 1948 Arab refugees to Jews dispos-
sessed of their homes in the Holocaust. She says words to the effect that
“…while Jews were dispossessed from their homes in Europe, the same
thing happened to the Palestinian people with the Nakba…” (the Nakba or
Catastrophe is how Arabs refer to the 1948 war.)  I understood her words
to mean that she was suggesting that just as Jews were dispossessed of their
homes by the Nazis during the Holocaust,  Arab refugees were dispos-
sessed of their homes by Israel during the 1948 war.  This odious compar-
ison ignores the fact that there would have been no war and no Arab
refugees at all if the  Arabs had accepted the 1947  UN Partition Plan, nor
were Arab refugees sent to gas chambers. Note that there was no one in the
film who rebutted this odious comparison, a comparison which in my view
arguably may meet or may come dangerously close to meeting the IHRA
definition of anti-Semitism. That definition gives a list of examples of anti-
semitism and says that “Drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli pol-
icy to that of the Nazis” can, considering the overall context, amount to
anti-Semitism. In terms of context, when Lasha made this odious compar-
ison the filmmakers who edited the film played it up by showing on the
screen  archival footage of  a Jew with a yellow star carrying a bag of his
belongings during the Holocaust, and then showed archival footage of
Arab refugees, including in tents at a  refugee camp, and walking with their
bags of belongings. These powerful visual images reinforced the odious
comparison made by Lasha.”

Yes, it is true that other institutions were involved in the showing of this
film during Tarbut. Rob Berkowits, executive director of the Rady JCC,
however, did not dismiss my concerns when I discussed the issue with him
on two occasions.  It is interesting, as well,  that Temple Shalom cancelled
the planned screening of Ma Nishma.

I focused on  Belle Jarniewski in my Dec. 7 letter because she is the only
individual who sits on the IHRA committee who has also watched the
movie.  As such, there should be greater expectations of her being sensitive
to material which arguably meets the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism.
Representatives of the Jewish Foundation, the Rady JCC, and other repre-
sentatives of the JHCWC, who were also involved in the decision to show
the film, do not carry that expertise.

My question, which has not been answered as yet, is whether, in certain
respects, the film Ma Nishma can be said to be anti-Semitic according to
the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism? To suggest that  an individual in the
film was only expressing an opinion grossly minimizes the atrocity of the
Holocaust, demonizes Israel, and consequently is tremendously hurtful to
survivors of the Holocaust and  their offspring, as well as the Israeli com-
munity.  Do they not deserve an apology? 
Bradley Pollock

LETTER



By RON KAMPEAS
Dec. 29, 2022 WASHINGTON (JTA) — The op-ed was typical of the

Wall Street Journal’s conservative editorial page, extolling the virtues of
moderation in all things.

The difference was that the author of the piece published Wednesday,
Bezalel Smotrich, has a reputation for extremism, and the political land-
scape he was imagining is in Israel, not America.

Experts who track the U.S.-Israel relationship say the op-ed had a clear
purpose: to quell the fears of American conservatives whom Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has long cultivated as allies and who may be
rattled by his new extremist partners in governing Israel. 

Those partners include Smotrich, the Religious Zionist bloc leader and
self-described “proud homophobe” whom Israeli intelligence officials have
accused of planning terrorist attacks — and who was sworn in as finance
minister in Netanyahu’s new government Thursday. They also include
Itamar Ben-Gvir, who has been convicted of incitement for his past support
of Jewish terrorists, who will oversee Israel’s police.

The presence of Smotrich, Ben-Gvir and their parties in Netanyahu’s
governing coalition has alarmed American liberals, including some in the
Biden administration. But insiders say conservatives are feeling spooked,
too.

“The conservative right was with
[Netanyahu] and now he seems to be riding the
tiger of the radical right,” said David
Makovsky, a fellow at the Washington Institute
for Near East Policy who just returned from a
tour of Israel where he met with senior officials
of both the outgoing and incoming govern-
ments. “And I think that is bound to alienate the
very people who counted on him being risk-averse and to focus on the
economy.”

In his op-ed published on Tuesday, two days before the new Israeli gov-
ernment was sworn in, Smotrich sought to persuade Americans that the
new government is not the hotbed of ultranationalist and religious extrem-
ism it has been made out to be in the American press.

“The U.S. media has vilified me and the traditionalist bloc to which I
belong since our success in Israel’s November elections,” he wrote. “They
say I am a right-wing extremist and that our bloc will usher in a ‘halachic
state’ in which Jewish law governs. In reality, we seek to strengthen every
citizen’s freedoms and the country’s democratic institutions, bringing Israel
more closely in line with the liberal American model.”

The op-ed is at odds with the stated aims of the coalition agreements;
whereas Smotrich says there will be no legal changes to disputed areas in
the West Bank, the agreements include a pledge to annex areas at an
unspecified time, and to legalize outposts deemed illegal even under Israeli
law. He says changes to religious practice will not involve coercion, but the
agreement allows businesses to decline service “because of a religious
belief,” which a member of his party has anticipated could extend to declin-
ing service to LGBTQ people.

Netanyahu has alienated the American left with his relentless attacks on
its preference for a two-state outcome to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
which he perceives as dangerous and naive. (He also differs from them on
how to prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons.) He has instead cul-
tivated a base on the right through close ties with the Republican Party and
among evangelicals, made possible in part because he has long espoused
the values traditional conservatives hold dear, including free markets and a
united robust Western stance against extremism and terrorism.

But his alliance with Smotrich and others perceived as theocratic extrem-
ists may be a bridge too far even for Netanyahu’s conservative friends, who
champion democratic values overseas, said Dov Zakheim, a veteran
defense official in multiple Republican administrations.

“Traditional conservatives are much closer to the Bushes, and Jim Baker
and those sorts of
folks,” he said, refer-
ring to the two former
presidents and the sec-
retary of state under
the late George H. W.
Bush.

Jonathan Schanzer, a
vice president of the
Foundation for
Defense of
Democracies, said the
op-ed was likely writ-
ten at Netanyahu’s
behest with those con-
servatives in mind. 

“The Wall Street

Journal piece was designed to appeal to traditional conservatives,” he said,
adding that the increasingly tribal nature of politics likely meant that
Netanyahu would still win over American conservatives.“It was designed
to send a message to the American public writ large that the way in which
Smotrich and perhaps [Itamar] Ben Gvir have been described is based on
past utterances and not necessarily their forward-looking policies.”

The immediate predicate for the op-ed, insiders say, was likely a New
York Times editorial on Dec. 17 that called the incoming government “a
significant threat to the future of Israel” because of the extremist positions
Smotrich and other partners have embraced, including the annexation of
the West Bank, restrictions on non-Orthodox and non-Jewish citizens,
diminishing the independence of the courts, reforming the Law of Return
that would render ineligible huge chunks of Diaspora Jewry, and anti-
LGBTQ measures.

Smotrich in his op-ed casts the changes not as radical departures from
democratic norms but as tweaks that would align Israel more with U.S. val-
ues. He said he would pursue a “broad free-market policy” as finance min-
ister. He likened religious reforms to the Supreme Court decision that
allowed Christian service providers to decline work from LGBTQ couples. 

“For example, arranging for a minuscule number of sex-separated beach-
es, as we propose, scarcely limits the
choices of the majority of Israelis who
prefer mixed beaches,” Smotrich
wrote. “It simply offers an option to
others.”

In the West Bank, Smotrich said, his
finance ministry would promote the
building of infrastructure and employ-

ment which would benefit Israeli Jewish settlers and Palestinians alike.
“This doesn’t entail changing the political or legal status of the area.”

Such salves contradict the stated aims of the new government’s coalition
agreement, Anshel Pfeffer, a Netanyahu biographer and analyst for Haaretz
said in a Twitter thread picking apart Smotrich’s op-ed.

“Smotrich says his
policy doesn’t mean
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Israel’s road to Perdition
By ZEV COHEN

You don’t need super-human hearing. Stop what you’re doing for a
moment and listen. Amid the cacophony of worldwide trials and tribula-
tions, the death knell of modern democratic Israel is sounding. Israel,
which, for all its flaws, was the focus of Jewish hopes, dreams, and pride
since 1948, is rapidly sinking into the abyss. Soon it will remain, at most,
the painful memory of a national experiment gone wrong.

For Jews throughout the Diaspora, this is or should be a bitter pill to
swallow. Our parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents clung to the
idea of Israel as the post-Holocaust shield and sword of the Jewish people
and to Ben Gurion’s expectation for it to serve as a light unto the nations.
They were justifiably proud of its seemingly miraculous birth and out-
standing achievements, not least of which in belying the myth of the weak
Jews who could not defend themselves. The accepted narrative either com-
pletely avoided problematic issues concerning Israel’s behavior or
explained them away as necessary evils guaranteeing the state’s survival in
a hostile region and world.

As you read these words, Israeli Prime Minister-designate Netanyahu’s
new government will most likely have been sworn in. It will be the most
racist, misogynistic, homophobic, and xenophobic administration in
Israel’s history. The coalition agreements between Netanyahu’s Likud and
its Haredi and “beyond-the-pale” neo-fascist settler partners shatter every
basic concept of liberal democracy to which Israel pledged itself and
encapsulated in the Declaration of Independence in 1948. 

Can any self-respecting Jew in Canada (or elsewhere in the democratic
world) not be mortified by these developments? Is this the homeland Jews
loved and supported through thick and thin? Would Canadian Jews accept
such a corrupt regime in their own country? It is high time to reconsider
long-held beliefs lying in tatters. 

Israelis who believe in the tenets of liberal democracy will, against the
odds, fight the good fight. The struggle, in the courts, in the media, and on
the streets, is ramping up and will grow exponentially. Hopefully, the great
majority of Canadian Jews will support this struggle in every possible way.
This can be done by protesting on traditional and social media, in commu-
nity forums, and through political representatives, by opposing gaslighting
efforts of Israeli government representatives, and by denying contributions
to Israeli “schnor” organizations that funnel your money to the coffers of
corruption. 

Netanyahu’s new government could lose a critical constituency: American conservatives

(Continued on page 7. See “Conservatives.”)

The presence of Smotrich, Ben-Gvir and their
parties in Netanyahu’s governing coalition has
alarmed American liberals, including some in
the Biden administration. But insiders say con-
servatives are feeling spooked, too.



By MYRON LOVE

What started as a hobby while
home with young children has
blossomed into a successful and

fulfilling career for Robyn Shapiro,
arguably our community’s leading  b’nai
mitzvah photographer. 

“I would like to say I have a unique
style to my photography and pride myself
on the details,” she observes. “I love a
pop of color or a vivid black and white. A
true candid makes me smile or when I
can see their personality shine through.

“I love what I do, and love that I get to
celebrate the lives and loves of so many
people. Each event is a happy occasion
that brings smiles and laughter to so
many around me. I get to be a part of
many beautiful ceremonies, rites of pas-
sage and ever amazing events. The circle
of life is a gift and one that I want to cap-
ture.

I wake up every day to see the beauty in
our world, one photograph at a time.”

Growing up, the former North End girl recalls that she enjoyed taking
pictures.   The daughter of Allan and Rennie Elfenbein attended Peretz
School and the former Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate until the end of Grade
9 –graduating from Garden City Collegiate.

The future professional photographer was enrolled in the University of
Manitoba when she became pregnant with her first born daughter, Briya –
who was soon followed by little brother Lev – both of whom are now in
high school at Gray Academy.

(Shapiro was married to Jay Shapiro who, sadly, passed away seven
years ago at the young age of 47.)

“While at home with my young children, I started taking pictures of our
dogs,” Robyn Shapiro recalls.  “I found that I really enjoyed manipulating
objects and scenes for the camera.  I began to think about the possibility of
photography as a business.”

While working half days as an education assistant with junior high school
students in the Pembina Trails school Division  - a position she still holds
– she began taking courses at the Prairieview School of Photography while
growing her business – Robyn Shapiro Photography.

“I started with weddings,” she says.  “that went very well for me.  After
a few years, a client hired me to shoot a bar mitzvah.  I loved it.  I love all
the energy that is a bnai mitzvah. They are always a lot of fun.

“And I know the community well.”
(Growing up, she regularly attended the former Beth Israel Synagogue

with her parents.)

She photographed her first bar
mitzvah in 2010.  Up until Covid
restrictions were introduced, she
reports that she and the late
Manny Sousa were the pre-emi-
nent photographers in Winnipeg
for bnai mitzvah.

“Manny and I used to often run
into each other,” she recalls.  “He
was a great guy, a good friend,
and I learned a lot from him.”

Before Covid, she reports, she
would generally be booked for
bnai mizvah every weekend –
and sometimes two on a week-
end – throughout the spring, late
summer and fall.   “Things have
changed a little bit since the
restrictions have been removed,”
she notes.  “There are a few more
bnai mitzvah taking place in  the
winter months.”

Wedding season, she adds, is
late spring and early summer,
late summer and early fall.

Shapiro’s services are also in
demand for grad photos, which
are generally packed into the last
two weeks in June and sometime early July.

No professional photographer can afford to neglect the corporate market.
In  that sphere, Shapiro notes that she takes on numerous assignments for
hospitals.  She just recently shot a cardiovascular science symposium – and
adds that she provides a lot of head shots for people in the medical field as
well as for those pursuing acting careers.

Shapiro also, on occasion, gives of her talent in a voluntary capacity as,
for example, for an upcoming fundraising gala for Ronald MacDonald
House – and other similar non-profits.

She notes that she is always upgrading her photography education while
staying abreast of the latest new trends and techniques.  “I watch a lot of
videos,” she says.  “As well, I meet regularly with a group of photographers
to which I belong. We learn from each other.”

In addition to her love of photography, Shapiro has a passion for
cycling.   She cycles throughout the year, doing 25 km daily outdoors most
of the year and indoors in winter.  She also enjoys kayaking in  summer and
participates in a women’s soccer league in fall and winter.

And, of course, summers at Gimli are a well-established tradition for her
and her children.   “A lot of people who summer at Gimli and Winnipeg
Beach know me,” she says.  “I am called on frequently to photograph spe-
cial events and family gatherings.”
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changing the political or legal status of
the occupied territories while annexa-
tion actually appears in the coalition

agreement and his plans certainly change the legal status of the settle-
ments,” Pfeffer said.

Danielle Pletka, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, said
foreign media alarm at the composition of the incoming government was
premature.

“I suspect that the vast mass of people will maintain the support that they
have for Israel because it hasn’t got anything to do with the passing of one
government to another and has everything to do with the principle that
Israel is a pro-American democracy in a region that’s pretty important,” she
said.

That said, Pletka said, the changes in policy embraced by Smotrich and
his cohort could alienate Americans should they become policy.

“I think a lot of things can change if the rhetoric from Netanyahu’s gov-
ernment becomes policy, but right now, it’s rhetoric,” she said. “What you
tend to see in normal governments is that they need to make a series of
compromises between rhetoric that  plays to their base and governance.”

Pletka said Netanyahuu’s stated ambition to expand the 2020 Abraham
Accords to peace with Saudi Arabia would likely inhibit plans by Smotrich
to annex the West Bank. In the summer of 2020, the last time Netanyahu
planned annexation, the United Arab Emirates, one of the four Arab Parties
to the Abraham Accords, threatened to pull out unless Netanyahu pulled
back — which he did.

“It’s not just the relationship with the United States,” she said. “This
might alienate their new friends in the Gulf, which, at the end of the day,
may actually have more serious consequences.”

Netanyahu has repeatedly sought to relay the impression that he will keep
his coalition partners on a short leash.

“They’re joining me, I’m not joining them,” he said earlier this month.
“I’ll have two hands firmly on the steering wheel. I won’t let anybody do
anything to LGBT [people] or to deny our Arab citizens their rights or any-
thing like that.”

Zakheim said that Netanyahu, who is Israel’s longest-serving prime min-
ister, from 1996 to 1999 and then from 2009 to 2021, has proven chops at
steering rangy coalitions — but there are two key differences now. 

Netanyahu wants his coalition partners to pass a law that would effec-
tively end his trial for criminal fraud, and so they exercise unprecedented
leverage over him. Additionally, Netanyahu in the past has faced the great-
est pressure from haredi Orthodox parties, who are susceptible to suasion
by funding their impoverished sector. That’s not true of his new ideologi-
cally driven partners.

“If you look at his past governments, he has really never been forced into
real policy decisions  by those to the right of him,” Zekheim said. “Now
he’s got a problem because these 15 or so seats of those to his right are
interested in policy, not just in money.”

Makovsky said Netanyahu appears to be leaving behind a conservatism
that was sympathetic to the outlook of its American counterpart.

“His success has been that he’s a stabilizer. He’s risk-averse. He’s
focused on the prosperity of the country, with high-tech success. He’s the
one to be seen as the tenacious guardian against Iranian nuclear influence,”
he said. “And those are things people could relate to. Now,  it just seems
like he’s just throwing the playbook out the window.”

Conservatives
(Continued from page 6.)



What is the connection
between a Jewish
girl originally from

Fort Garry and an internation-
ally recognized artist and
soferet, who has made a
career in creating different
forms of media? The answer
lies in one Laya Crust. This

woman, raised in an area of Winnipeg where searching
for a minyan would have required months of work, has
in her lifetime so far made Ketubahs, artist books, cere-
monial objects, and produced works for large corpora-
tions, British royalty, government officials and major
philanthropists. Her output is both voluminous and valu-
able. 

Some readers might recall a couple named Dr. Joseph
and Dorothy Crust, (formerly Greenstone), who lived in
Fort Garry - not exactly a Jewish area at the time. It was
Laya’s mother who created Laya’s deep relationship with her Judaism. That
connection has only grown over the years and is present in her art to this
day. The intriguing aspect of the Laya Crust story is the merger of her love
of art with her passion for Judaism.

It started innocently enough. Laya always loved synagogue, even as a
child (one of five Crust children), and she says that she experienced music
in the shul as colour. She talks about stained glass music as a way she expe-
rienced Hallel. That connection between synagogue musical liturgy and art
was the force that took Laya into the world of creating Jewish art.

Laya started at the University of Manitoba in general arts, but later drift-
ed to Red River College to take drafting. She returned to the U of M for
interior design, following in the footsteps of her sister, Gail. When that did
not pan out, Laya changed course and cities - moving to Toronto. In pur-
suit of her passion, Laya avoided traditional art school classes. She enrolled
in a programme that would allow her to follow her instincts, interests and

talent. She stud-
ied drawing, etch-
ing and lithogra-
phy at The Three
Schools of Art, a
tiny informal art
school. She also
took up Hebrew
calligraphy. As if
by chance (if you
believe every-
thing is by
chance) she was
asked to do a
Ketubah (the
Jewish marriage
document). One
Ketubah led to
another and
another. Laya

seized the opportunity to delve into Jewish history and reflect it in her art.

As Laya says, “I realized that the Ketubah took all the things I had
learned and loved and even the things I didn’t love and put them into the
most perfect package.” What this union of her two loves revealed was the
mix of art, design, drafting, history and Jewish learning all together. Her
first 17 Ketubot were what might be called, in sport terms, her minor
league experience, although they were very well done. It was number 18
that really shot Laya into another stratosphere in her work. She titled her
18th Ketubah her “Medieval Arch Ketubah”. Designing that particular
Ketubah is what led Laya to a much deeper dive into Jewish art and histo-
ry.

It is not surprising to learn that Crust has done many, many Ketubot. In
fact, she has created over 600 of them. She describes her work this way,
“The eclectic mix of art, design, drafting, history and Jewish learning that
I had pursued on my own is the perfect preparation for Ketubah design.
Because of my background, I view themes, text, technique and images as
separate elements to be integrated into a unique composition. I deepen the
meaning of the piece by weaving in elements of design, art and history
from different parts of the world and even different parts of Jewish histo-
ry.”

She has developed and expanded her range well beyond Ketubot. Her
work has been delivered, presented and hung in places ranging from the
Herzliya Adas Yeshurun Synagogue in Winnipeg to several synagogues in
Toronto, also the Toronto General & Western Hospital, as well as locations
in Jerusalem and New York. In addition, Laya has produced over 500 doc-
uments for organizations and private clients. Suffice to say, she is a very
well known and recognized artist.

Not that long ago, Laya was commissioned by a family in Toronto to
scribe and illustrate a kosher Megillat Esther on animal parchment. You can
go on Youtube to see the story of that creation and her explanation of the
32 panels that accompany the printed words. It is truly remarkable to see
the Purim story unravel in front of your eyes both in script and art.

Laya has recently published an exquisite art book titled “ILLUMINA-
TIONS, An Exploration of Haftarah through Art and History.”  Just
released in October 2022, this book is the result of a request by the Beth
David Synagogue in Toronto. Laya created an original miniature for each
of the 82 Haftarot and printed them into the synagogue’s formal Haftarah
scroll. It is likely the first time this kind of undertaking has ever occurred.
In her introduction to the book, Laya writes, “ I studied each Haftarah read-
ing about political intrigue, illness, family dynamics. exile and longing. As
the project grew, so did my aspirations. I wanted to link the ancient text
with Jewish cultural history and today’s world. I wanted to convey the uni-
versal truths that span time and are recorded in the Bible.” 

The book “IllUMINATIONS” includes reproductions of each of the
paintings. A commentary accompanies the painting, outlining its connec-
tion to the Torah portion and the historical inspiration of the art. After
studying her book, I can state, without hesitation, that Laya Crust has suc-
ceeded splendidly in her quest to link the words with the art. This book is
indeed a treasure for anyone interested in Jewish history, art and the study
of Haftarot. Images from the book can be seen at haftarah-illuminations.ca

Laya and her husband, Les Lightstone, are the parents of six children
(some of whom reside now in Israel) and many grandchildren. That all of
the work Laya Crust has produced over a lifetime (and she’s still going
strong), representing the efforts of a woman whose origins were in a very
non -Jewish area of Winnipeg, proves that you just never know what is pos-
sible anywhere. 
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Laya Crust: the Jewish art of a former Winnipegger

By

GERRY POSNER

LAYA CRUST
A Laya Crust-designed

Ketubah



By SHELLEY WERNER

Laurie Wohl does the opposite
of what you would expect
from a fiber artist. Using spiri-

tual narratives found in various text
sources, she alludes to the oldest tra-
ditions of narrative textiles, but in a
completely contemporary fashion.
Her “Unweavings” are a modern
take on storytelling in textile form
with the addition of calligraphy,
beading and figurative symbols.

The earliest evidence of weaving,
closely related to basketry, dates
from Neolithic cultures
of about 5000 BCE. The people of
the Navajo Nation have used weav-
ing to preserve the stories passed
down through generations and their rich way of life. The art form dates
back to ancient times in many regions around the world. Laurie pays
homage to these rich traditions using form, color, texture and calligraphy.
She interprets each piece by integrating materials with fibre, text, and pat-
tern. She boldly “unweaves” the fabric to reveal beginnings of new art-
work.

Her journey from experience to artistic expression began in Africa during
her time as an artist-in-residence at Fordsburg Artists’ Studios, in
Johannesburg, South Africa, in 1997. There she experienced the revelation
that art is broader than the edges of the canvas. The free style approach to
both media and social expression inspired her to appreciate the latitude to
be found when undertaking an unconventional approach to message and
materials. Carefully disassembling the canvas and rebuilding it in a new
design became a method to convey in an unconventional way, commentary
about society, culture, and hope.

Upon return she was the curator, “Art from Soweto,” ARC Gallery, and
Catholic Theological Union, Chicago.What followed was a series of lec-
tures on “Art and Resistance,” delivered in many inter-faith institutions,
including the Chicago Cultural Center, Catholic Theological Union, Fourth
Presbyterian Church, Second Presbyterian Church, Chicago.

Her work continues to respond to the unrest in our world through artistic
expression, using music, poetry and dance as inspiration and colour, texture
and form as language.

Presenting stunning visual statements that are arresting and intriguing,
Laurie’s work draws you in to discover what is hidden within each piece.
One might think of an ordinary wall hanging from a home décor store, but
Laurie’s work delivers so much more. The text challenges one to contem-
plate the inspiration of the spiritual connection, and the play of colour and
texture extends the meaning within a collage of materials. The overall
effect is greater than the sum of its parts.

Laurie states, “The words within each piece and the unwoven form that
suggests these words serve as visual interpretations of various Biblical and
poetic texts. Calligraphy for these texts may be in English, Hebrew, Arabic
and Greek. The Unwoven spaces form symbolic shapes – wings, ladders
prayer shawls, veils, trees, falling waters, and the sacred architecture of
windows, domes and gates. The narrative is enhanced by my own distinc-
tive iconography, indicating guardians, messengers, journeying and pray-
ing figures, processional figures and more. The calligraphy and my own
iconography – raised from the surface of the textile – serve as both con-
veyors of meaning and part of the abstract patterning of each piece.”

The textile used is a heavy cotton canvas. She first releases either the
warp or weft threads to create the desired shape. Various textures may be
collaged onto the surface, such as fibrous papers, sand and pumice. The
images and calligraphy are applied with modeling paste. Then she applies
acrylic paints to the surface, and a final thin layer of gold wash. In the last
part of the process, beads – prayers and marking points – are affixed with
acrylic gel.

Wohl’s new body of work, “The Shabbat Project,” is traveling through
2023 to venues in California, New York City, and Vancouver.

“Birds of Longing: Exile and Memory” interweaves Christian, Jewish,
and Muslim poetry and spiritual texts from the medieval period of
the Convivencia in Spain with texts of contemporary Middle Eastern
poets, particularly Palestinian, Syrian and Israeli, in the context of
the Unweavings fiber art pieces. The project consists of 18 pieces, com-
pleted between 2011-2015.

Like so many profound works of art, once made aware of the intrinsic
artistic intent, one cannot “unsee it.” Music and dance play a profound role
as both the inspiration for the work, as well as accompanying the installa-
tions.

“By unweaving the fabric, I make manifest what is hidden within the
material – liberating the threads to create shape, then “reweaving” through
color, texture, and text. The narrative emerges from the juxtaposition of

images within the surface,
from the texts I choose, and
from the combination of
color, texture and pattern
which convey a sense of
time and place. And the
pieces become carriers of
my individual and our col-
lective memories through
the spiritual narratives they
transmit.”

If the purpose of art is to
communicate meaning, to
offer the artist’s perspective
to the viewer, then Laurie’s
work is a dynamic concerto
that is powerful and moving.
By taking her cue from the
fabric that she unweaves, she
conveys her spiritual journey
through text, visual rhythm
and tactile elements. The
effect leaves the viewer
engaged in contemplation of
beauty and complexity; a
reflection of our own unique
paths.

Laurie Wohl will be the featured guest on January 18, 2023, 7:00 pm
MST on Art and Scroll Studio: A zoom series that celebrates the mak-
ers and creators of Judaic art. 

To see a short preview, click or copy and paste this link into your brows-
er: https://bit.ly/LaurieWohlPreview

To register for the virtual and free program please copy and paste this link
int your browser: https://bit.ly/LaurieWohlTickets. 

Shelley Werner is a designer and the moderator of Art and Scroll Studio.
She is the curator and host of the Art and Scroll Studio YouTube channel
(YouTube.com/@artandscrollstudio) 
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Art on Zoom
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Laurie Wohl “Unweaves” the World
Art and Scroll Studio featured guest on Wednesday January 18, 2023

LAURIE WOHL

Meditation of my Heart

The Shabbat Project



OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Memoriams, and Unveilings

$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo: $15
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

ELAINE LOFCHICK
With heavy hearts, we

share the news of the
passing of Elaine
Lofchick, the heart and
soul of our family. She
was the love of her hus-
band Bernie Lofchick’s
life and was predeceased
by her parents, Rae and
Jimmy Gobuty, and
daughter, Myra Lofchick.
Elaine is survived and
deeply loved by her
brother, Michael Gobuty,

and her children, Mindy and David (Michelle)
Lofchick, as well as her grandchildren, Sharonne
(James) Katz, Michael Topf, Courtney (Andrew),
Daniel, Arielle Lofchick, and Rachel Jones, and
great-grandchildren, Amalya and Eliana Katz. She is
beloved by all of her nieces and nephews. 

Elaine was a one-of-a-kind - a natural performer
who loved nothing more than putting on a show.
Whether dressing up like a clown or pranking her
family members, Elaine always had a way of not
only captivating an audience but creating stories to
be told for years to come.

In addition to her love for the theater, Elaine
adored nothing more than gathering her loved ones
around the table for Shabbat dinners. She was known
for her delicious chicken soup, matzoh balls, and
anything covered in garlic. Every meal she would
discuss plans for the next, a funny quirk that every-
one in the family would laugh at as they enjoyed
their meals.

Elaine was also deeply charitable. She was always
willing to lend a helping hand to those in need and
was a dedicated supporter of Sertoma and Rosh Pina
Sisterhood and the Children’s Hospital throughout
her life. We are grateful for the love and kindness she
showed to others, and we will continue to honor her
memory by carrying on her legacy of generosity and
compassion.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to
Home Instead for their compassionate care and assis-
tance during this difficult time. Special thanks to
Rispha and Erlinda for their exceptional kindness
and dedication.

Elaine will be deeply missed by all who knew her.
She leaves behind a legacy of love, belly-aching
laughter, generosity, and delicious food that will be
remembered for generations to come.

Funeral service was held at Congregation Etz
Chayim on December 23, 2022. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that dona-
tions be made to the Lofchick Fund at the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, the JNF, or a charity of
your choice.

ESTHER KATZ
With deep sadness we

announce the sudden and
peaceful passing of
Esther Katz on December
15, 2022, at the age of 92.
She is survived by her
daughter-in-law, Fay-
Lynn Katz, (Martin
Krawitz), her grand-
children, Matthew
(Desiree), Cara (David
Coodin), Jonathan
(Rachel), great-grand-
children, Miles, Lyla and

Phoebe, sister-in-law, Thelma Shore, nieces,
nephews, and cousins.   She was predeceased by her
parents, Edie and Minnie Shore, her husband,
Morris, her two sons, David and Philip, and her
brother, Victor Shore.

Esther was born in Winnipeg and had a happy
childhood. She grew up alongside her big brother in
a family home where all Jewish customs and
traditions were observed. As a teenager she joined a
Jewish youth group, where she met the love of her
life, Morris.  They married in 1951 and shared a
wonderful life, blessed with the company of family
and friends.  Together, Morris and Esther ran Y-Not
Grocery across from the University of Winnipeg,
where the store still stands. They enjoyed travelling,
especially with Victor and Thelma. Esther and
Morris lovingly raised their two sons, providing
them with Jewish education and instilling in both
strong Jewish values.

Esther was a brave, resilient and independent
woman. Although she suffered a number of tragic
losses, after each she found the strength to move
forward. Her youngest son, David, died suddenly in
1982; her husband, Morris, in 1985; and her son,
Philip, in 2014. Throughout all of this adversity,
Esther bravely soldiered on. 

Esther maintained many lifelong friendships
through neighbourhood activity, mah-jong,  Bnai
Brith Women’s bowling, National Council of Jewish
Women, the YMHA Stay Young Club , the Shaarey
Zedek seniors group and volunteer work . 

Esther loved to walk, do crosswords, read, play
cards and play games on the computer. She taught
her grandchildren many card games. She was an
amazing baker and shared her cookies with
everyone. She loved to travel and visited many
continents in her lifetime. Esther also enjoyed annual
summer visits with her Toronto relatives at their
cottage on Lake Muskoka. Above all else, Esther
loved her family and, after the loss of her youngest
son and husband, her focus became her son, Philip,
daughter in-law, Fay-Lynn, and triplet grandchildren.
Along with Fay-Lynn’s parents, Toby and Mayer
Gutwilik, with whom she shared a very close
friendship, Esther partnered in assisting to raise the
triplets.  

Esther was a wonderful and devoted grandmother
who spent much of her time with her grandchildren,
babysitting, crafting, playing cards and games,
reading and driving them wherever they needed to
go. She was blessed to have been at the triplets’
important events growing up, to have attended their
b’nai mitvah, graduations, to have danced at their
weddings and ultimately, to  have met her great-
grandchildren, Miles, Lyla and Phoebe. 

Esther’s warm smile, her loving and sweet nature
will be forever missed and remembered by her
daughter-in-law, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
sister-in-law, nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 

The family would like to extend its appreciation
and gratitude to the Shaftesbury Retirement
Residence, the Simkin Centre, and to special
caregivers, Merlyn and Lisa.

Graveside funeral services were held at the Rosh
Pina Memorial Park on December 19, 2022,
officiated by Rabbi Leibl. Pallbearers were Matthew
Katz, Jonathan Katz, David Coodin, Ian Shore,
Sheldon Mindell, and Bernie Adelman. 

For those wishing, donations in Esther’s memory
may be made to the Morris and Esther Katz Fund at
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. 

MYER THOMPSON
It is with great sadness

we have to share that our
father, Myer Thompson,
passed away peacefully
on Sunday, December
18th, 2022, at the age of
94.

Myer was predeceased
by his parents, Ida and
Solly Thompson, as well
as his sister, Rose, and
brothers, Henry and
Laurie. He was also pre-
deceased by the love of

his life and wife of 60 years, Sherry. Myer is sur-
vived by his children, Neil, Marley-Ann  and Pam
(Marty), and his adored grandchildren, Jordan (Tali),
and Amy (Liam).  

Myer was a big man with a bigger heart and a
mega watt smile. He had a zest for life and people
were his oxygen. He loved chatting with anyone with
whom he crossed paths and genuinely cared about
what was going on in their lives. Based on the num-
ber of people who reached out when they heard of
his passing, Myer touched so many lives and will be
greatly missed.

After the passing of Sherry, to whom he was so
devoted, sharing 60 years of marriage, he worked
hard to regain his love of life and did so successful-
ly. Retirement was not for Myer. He was so proud of
the fact that up until 92 years of age he worked at
Home Depot, four hours a day, four days a week; he
was the oldest employee across Canada. It really
contributed to his great health and independence. 

Myer’s greatest joy was his grandchildren, Jordan
and Amy. From the minute they were born he and
Sherry cherished every moment they spent with
them, from summers at the beach, Shabbat dinners,
and attending any and all of their activities he could
get to. 

Dad, we love you so much and we will miss you,
but you are where you need to be, and that is with
mom. You fought long and hard these last 2 1/2 years
and now you can be at peace.

We would like to send a big thank you to Dr.
Fatoye at Seven Oaks Hospital, as well s to the staff
on Weinberg 1 at the Simkin Centre, for your incred-
ible care of our father.

Funeral and interment were graveside at Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery on Tuesday, December 20th. We
would like to thank Rabbi Matthew Leibl and
Pallbearers Jordan Vine, Riley Streifler, Amy Vine,
Tali Millo, Jesse Streifler, and Seth Streifler.

Donations can be made to the Simkin Centre,
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, or the charity of your
choice.
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Feature story

A different Ritzpah story
By SIMONE COHEN SCOTT

Back in September, during
the High Holy Days, the
JP&N ran a short story by

David R. Topper, senior scholar
at the University of Winnipeg.  It
was entitled Rizpah’s Vigil, and I
perked up immediately because
the name Ritzpah means some-
thing special to me. Topper’s
story was developed from a line
or two of scripture in the Tanach,
specifically from Nevi’im.

In one sentence Samuel II:
chapter 21, verse 10, relates that
Ritzpah, King Saul’s concubine,
is guarding her two sons and five
others of his offspring, all having
been impaled, from birds and
beasts of prey who would other-
wise devour their decomposing
bodies.  She does this from the
beginning of harvest until the
rains come, camping day and
night on a bed of sackcloth over
rock, wielding a torch, according
to the author, to ward off preda-
tors.

With the scene thus set , the author imagines
the woman’s musings during those hazardous
months.  She alternately converses with herself,
argues with G-d, discusses her perspectives and
situation with a visitor she calls “the scholar,”
even considers the meaning of her name.
Apparently she cannot read or write, but she is
sensitive and articulate.  She expresses bitter-
ness, humiliation, anger, mingled with her grief,
and her love.  During a storm - which she may
only have dreamed, she experiences a direct
encounter with G-d.  Does this bring deliver-
ance?  The story ends inconclusively.

Sixty years ago I borrowed a brand new novel
from the Toronto Public Library by one Charles
E. Israel.  In that day romantic fiction was right
up my alley.   A later verse in Samuel II, this
time chapter 36, verse 7, mentions this woman
again by name, providing a second point of ref-
erence, which, together with the other, enables
Charles Israel to build an historical novel. 

The voice he uses in the telling of her story is
that of an old woman, Rizpah’s companion
through the years - from her initial capture by
Philistines, through her developing devotion to
the new King Saul until his death, then subse-
quent fondness for his general Abner, until he is

killed. She flees with
her sons to escape
King David’s murder-
ous intent, but does
not succeed, hence the
scene depicted by
Potter.  What was I
thinking?  Not a
romantic novel at all.
The title of the novel
was Rizpah, and I fell
in love with the name.    

At about this point
in my life I saw, for
the very first time, an
Afghan hound.  Oh,
how gorgeous it was!
I had my husband let
me out of the car so I
could go over and pet
it.  We already had a
dog, but I decided
then and there that
one day I would have
an Afghan hound, and
when I did, I would
name her Ritzpah.  

It was a long time com-
ing.  Life happens, and
whenever I would come
close, I would get cold feet.
I was warned about the
grooming, the shedding, the
temperament, not to men-
tion the expense, the exer-
cising.  Finally, with the
turn of the millennium, I
gave myself permission.  I
flew to Toronto, rented a
car, drove to Woodstock,
found the kennel......  There
were two members of the
purebred litter remaining, a
male and a female, the size
of cats, though still puppies.
“Why not two?”  I thought,
but dismissed the idea.
Ritzpah was duly registered
with the Canadian Kennel
Club, and I brought her
home.    

I was in the Shaarey
Zedek Choir at the time and
I had missed some practices

in order to carry out my errand.  The other mem-
bers all knew why I’d been away, so when I
returned with the dog, everyone was excited for
me.  I was so happy.......until I overheard some-
one ask: “Why would anyone name their dog
‘Floor’?”  I couldn’t believe my ears.  I was told
the word “ritzpah,” in Hebrew, meant “floor.”
Nobody had heard of the concubine.  

Next morning I phoned Henny Paritzky, whose
Hebrew class at the Jewish Library I’d been
attending.  Sure enough, she told me that in
Hebrew, in Israel, the word for “floor” is “ritz-
pah.”  She had never heard of Rizpah the concu-
bine, either.  At that point I shied away from
telling Jewish people my dog’s name.  If I did
and they snickered or smirked I would trip over
myself explaining she was named after one of
Saul’s concubines.  No one was interested.  

I became really angry at Eliezer Ben Yehuda,
whose decision and effort it was that revived the
holy biblical tongue.  I looked into how he had
arrived at new/old words for the new/old coun-
try.  What I learned was that his group of teach-
ers, fluent in ancient Hebrew, found words for
new concepts in their own brains.  Daily they
analyzed the various words they had extrapolat-
ed from their personal vocabularies, organizing
them for the dictionaries they subsequently
wrote.  

At that point I stopped trying to learn conver-
sational Hebrew, and focused instead on Torah
and Haftarah tropes.  Then, one Shabbat, as I was
following along in the Hebrew while someone
chanted Haftarah Yitro, where the angels are
singing “Kadosh Kadosh Kadosh” back and
forth to each other, and Isaiah realizes he is being
urged to go and tell everyone about this, I
noticed something.  “Woe is me,” Isaiah says,
“for I am a man of unclean lips...,”  and immedi-
ately one of the seraphs flies over to the altar,
picks up a live coal with a pair of tongs, and puri-
fies Isaiah’s lips.  And guess what?  Reading the
Hebrew I see the word “ritzpah;” I check the
English translation and it says “live coal.”  Wow!
“Ritzpah” was a special word after all!  This
wonderful gem of information, this vindication
that I had just received, didn’t impress anyone.

All this happened before the web was part of
my life.  What a difference the internet makes!
Not expecting anything, just before I concluded
this article, I typed “Ritzpah” into Google.  To
my surprise, a cornucopia of material appeared.
Biblical scholars, rabbis, educators in Christian
and  Jewish colleges, authors and editors of

A picture of the book, “Rizpah,”
which inspired Simone to name
an Afghan hound (inset) she
later purchased, “Ritzpah,”
without knowing that the word
“ritzpah” means “floor” in
Hebrew

(Continued on page 14. See “Ritzpah.”)
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

anthologies, all had
something to say.  It
seemed the entire

intellectual world was discussing who Ritzpah was,
taking lessons from her life, mentioning the meaning
of her name as “hot coal.” There were several beauti-
ful paintings and at least one sculpture of the lovely
concubine. Several analyses of the woman’s probable
life seem to be providing material or various Women’s
Studies programs around the continent. The 60 years
of emotion I spent, holding a woman’s name in my
heart, giving it to my elegant dog, struggling for its
appropriateness, suddenly seems so mundane.

Ritzpah
(Continued from page 13.)

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour Sundays 1:30 -

2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7  FM or online at ckjs.com
On January 8th Rochelle Zucker features Israeli Pop

Music and 2 Sabras ,Yoni Eilat and Yael Yekel who sing
in Yiddish.  On January 15th you will hear The Maxwell
Street Klezmer Band and Michael Alpert.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg

Yiddish translation
Visiting Israel for Hanukkah, reading books, and

waiting for miracles (that are now rare in the Jewish
state). Benny Mer’s memoir “The Holidays” that just
came out is a fabulous description of the young
Yiddish translator and scholar’s journey from a reli-
gious Holocaust surviving family to secular Yiddish
literature and diaspora oriented liberal life in Tel-Aviv.
Mer who was born in 1971 is a fine diaspora
Yiddishist in the Jewish homeland. “Al Hanisim”!

In Turkey, Orthodox drama ‘Shtisel’ is
being adapted for a Muslim audience
Dec. 28, 2022 ISTANBUL (JTA) — “Shtisel,” a

TV series about haredi Orthodox Jews that became an
international phenomenon after Netflix picked it up in
2018, is getting a Muslim makeover for Turkish audi-
ences, according to Turkish media. 

A new show titled “Ömer” has begun production
and will premiere sometime in 2023 on Turkey’s
STAR TV, Turkish media reported.

Not much is known about the show’s plot. A trailer
depicts the protagonist Ömer, played by Selahattin
Paşali, standing at the precipice of a mosque and
seemingly stuck between the calls of an imam on one
side and a woman — with uncovered hair — on the
other, as the Islamic call to prayer, also sung by Paşali,
sounds in the background.

In Islam, women are required to cover their hair in
public, so the images suggest that the main theme of
the show could involve Ömer choosing between reli-
gious tradition and secularism. That was not one of the
central tensions in “Shtisel,” which debuted on Israeli
TV in 2014 and was widely praised for depicting the
everyday lives of characters based in Jerusalem’s
haredi community. 

Nonetheless, Paşali’s character is being compared to
Michael Aloni’s character, Akiva in “Shtisel,” and an
imam character is being compared to the patriarch of
the Shtisel family, Shulem.

The series’ female lead, Gökçe Bahadir, may be rec-
ognized by some Jewish and Israeli audiences: Last
year, she starred in the hit Turkish Netflix series “The
Club” (“Kulüp”), which follows a Sephardic-Jewish
family through the political turmoil of 1940s and
1950s Istanbul. 

Turkish shows, often referred to by the Turkish
term, “dizis,” have long been as popular in Israel as
they are elsewhere in the Middle East. One show,
“The Bride of Istanbul” (“Istanbullu Gelin”) — which
was directed by the same director as “the Club,”
Zeynep Gunay Tan, and produced by the same pro-
duction company as “Ömer” — grew a passionate
Israeli fanbase in 2018, according to Haaretz.

Over 600,000 Israelis visited Turkey this past sum-
mer, a record high, according to the Jerusalem Post.

Last year, it was reported that an American version
of “Shtisel,” to be directed by acclaimed filmmaker
Kenneth Lonergan, was in the works.



With this issue, we introduce to readers a new
columnist, but someone whose name is likely
familiar to many readers: Beatty Cohan (née

Sair). Betty is the daughter of the late Maurice and Edith
Sair. As she notes in an email Beatty sent us when I asked
her to supply us with a bio, “the column should be dedi-
cated to my parents, the late Edith (who taught at the
Talmud Torah for many years) and Maurice Sair, who
never in their wildest dreams could have imagined how
my professional life would have turned out. They would
be thrilled if they knew that I was writing for The Jewish
Post & News.

I was a terrible student.  I had no interest in math or sci-
ence or really in any subject. After attending Talmud
Torah through grade six, I attended public school.  I will never forget a
meeting that I had with my guidance counselor at West Kildonan Collegiate
(from where I did somehow manage to graduate), who told me that I
shouldn’t even consider going to university, given my academic record.
When I told my parents what she had said, they fortunately scoffed at her
recommendation and instead, encouraged me to find my passion. 

However, unbeknownst to them, I had found my passion a long time ago.
My passion was people and helping people.  I was the Ann Landers to all
my friends.   The radio show that reinforced my desire to help people, was
a show called ASK THE PASTOR. The host was Pastor Egler, who I met
in person many years later.  It aired every Sunday night in Winnipeg at mid-
night.  When I was probably around 10, I happened to stumble across this
show.  I would hide my transistor radio under my covers, so that I could lis-
ten to it.  As you may know, it was a call-in counseling show.  I have host-
ed many call-in counselling shows over the years, including the “ASK
BEATTY SHOW” that I currently host and have hosted for almost nine
years on the Progressive Radio Network.

I will never forget my mother’s reaction when my book, “For Better for
Worse Forever:  Discover the Path to Lasting Love,” was published in 1998
and her reactions to watching me on Sally Jessy Raphael and other nation-
al television shows.  Who would have thought!!  She kept my book next to
her in the apartment and then in the Sharon Nursing Home, where she spent
only a few short months.  She died on December 28th, 2005. My father,
unfortunately, died in 1982 and missed out on all of the excitement. My
father was my life coach and sports coach.  

I was probably one of the only Jewish kids who played, competed and
won provincial titles in tennis and badminton.  I also represented Manitoba

at the Canadian championships for many years in both
sports.  

After graduating from the University of Manitoba
with a B.A, I took a year off and worked in a federal
social services agency in Winnipeg.  I then applied to
and was accepted into McGill’s School of Social Work.
I worked in inner-city Montreal schools for a few years
and was subsequently appointed as one of three direc-
tors of the Greater Montreal School Social Services
program. I later moved to Toronto and worked in social
planning and social policy for the Toronto Jewish
Congress. After a few years, I moved to Calgary and
became the executive director of Jewish Family
Services there.

I lived in Providence, Rhode Island when my book first came out.  This
was really the beginning of an amazing television and radio career.  A few
years ago I was a guest on the “Daily Show” with Jon Stewart where I did
a segment with Samantha Bee about penis pumps. I have been a guest on
over 1,000 local and national radio and television shows. 

I started my private practice in Providence and am going into my 36th
year as a psychotherapist and sex therapist. In 2000, I moved to Sarasota,
Florida, where I continued with my practice and my radio and television
career. One day I get a call from none other than Governor Jeb Bush.  I had
an “ASK BEATTY” segment on WFTS, an ABC affiliate in Tampa, which
aired several times a week.  

Everyone knew that his daughter was having problems and I suspect that
one of his aides saw one of my segments. Jeb appointed me to Florida's
Commission on Marriage and Family Support Initiatives. It was a two-year
appointment.  I learned a great deal about how and why little gets done!

I now live in New York City and have a practice in NYC and East
Hampton.  I work closely with Rabbi Joshua Franklin, from the Jewish
Center of the Hamptons.  We have done many programs together.

I am very happily married to my childhood sweetheart, Jim Vrettos, a
sociologist, criminolo-
gist and host of The
Radical Imagination
television show. I also
have a married daugh-
ter, Jordana and a five-
year-old grandson,
Jack. 
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The JP&N welcomes Beatty Cohan as our newest columnist

Dear Beatty,
I am a 35-year-old, divorced, single parent to a

10-year-old little girl. I’m a highly successful
realtor in a prestigious international real estate
company in the Hamptons.

I met Mike, 52, at a Hamptons fundraiser
about eight months ago. We really seemed to
click. He had been divorced many years ago and
had ended a long-term relationship just before
we met. He told me that he was ready for a new
chapter in his life. Although we officially
haven’t moved in together, I do spend part of the
week at his home when my daughter is visiting
her father.

Initially, everything was incredible. We talked
and laughed and seemed to have lots of things in
common. However, recently, the ups and downs
are making me think about ending the relation-
ship. I know that Mike has a lot of pressures at
work. He is the vice president of a major finan-
cial institution. During the week he is often
withdrawn, silent and frequently just plain
mean. I try to be understanding.

However, no matter what I do or say, he bare-
ly acknowledges me. When I try to talk with
him, his reaction often is to explode in anger,
denying that anything is wrong and demanding
to know why I pick on him. I’ve also noticed he
is drinking more and sleeping less. His irritabil-
ity and mood swings are becoming almost
impossible to deal with. This is a typical work
week.

Nothing I do or say seems to work. On week-
ends he is a completely different person. He’s
fun, romantic and caring and our sex life is great.
But when Monday rolls around, the same
depressing scene repeats itself until the next
weekend. Do you think he may be bipolar? I
love him but his moods are driving me crazy.

– Angel K., East Hampton

Dear Angel,
It’s certainly difficult to be living on the roller-

coaster ride that you describe. And clearly, the
downs are understandably, becoming increasing-
ly unbearable. My question to you is how much
longer are you willing to be Mike’s whipping
girl? Have you told him directly how hurt, angry
and disappointed you are because of how he
treats you? The importance of communicating
your feelings — the good, the bad and the ugly
— is the first step in trying to see whether Mike
cares enough about you to really hear what
you’re saying.

More importantly, is he willing to acknowl-
edge, address and try to resolve the issues that
are getting in the way of his life, your life and
your relationship? He may be so overwhelmed
by pressures at work that he’s not fully aware of
how badly he’s treating you. However, this is an
untenable, toxic, no-win situation for you at the
moment.

As to whether he is bipolar, he would need to
be clinically assessed in order to make a defini-
tive diagnosis. The ball is really in your court,
Angel. What are you going to do? You have two
options. The first is to do nothing and continue
to be beaten up emotionally. The second is to let
Mike know that you will no longer allow him to
hurt you and that unless things change, you will
end the relationship.

Ultimately, the choice is up to you.

Beatty would love to hear from you. You can
send your questions and comments to beattyco-
han.msw@gmail.com. For more information, go
to beattycohan.com.

BEATTY COHAN

Boyfriend’s mood swings are driving me crazy
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Gray Academy grad Skye Kneller returns to alma mater in new leadership role
By MYRON LOVE

Skye Kneller is going back to school in a sense.  The Gray
Academy grad – class of 2009 – has walked away from a
career in broadcasting to take on the role of Director of

Advancement and Alumni Relations at her alma mater.
“It is taking some getting-used-to to be welcomed in the staff

room and calling some of my former teachers who are still there by
their first names,” the daughter of Leah and the late Marshall
Kneller observes.

The lifelong Garden City resident spent her entire grade and high
school years at Gray Academy, beginning in 1997, when the school
opened.  After earning undergraduate degrees in  both Arts and
Science, Kneller enrolled in a one-year radio and television broad-
casting course at Herzing College.

“My internship was at CJOB and I was fortunate to have been
hired by the station after graduation,” she says. “As a producer, I
worked on the news side with Julie Buckingham and Richard
Cloutier.  They became my mentors.”

She was also responsible for producing all the Blue Bombers and
Jet games as well as some Manitoba Moose games.

(It was also at CJOB that she met her husband, fellow CJOB pro-
ducer Cameron Poitras – who also co-hosts the lunchtime sports
show with Jim Toth.)

Kneller notes that she was attracted to broadcasting by the creative
opportunity. “I love storytelling,” she says.  “I also enjoyed the tech-
nical aspects of it.  I am very detail-oriented.”
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Barbara Walters, groundbreaking Jewish TV host, dies at 93
Dec. 30, 2022 (JTA) — Barbara Walters, the iconic newswoman and celebrity

interviewer who made history for women and Jewish anchors on mainstream
American news television, died at 93 on Friday.

ABC News, where Walters regularly appeared on shows such as “20/20” and
“The View,” shared the news without giving a cause of death.

Before becoming one of the most enduring and talked about news hosts in the
world from the 1970s through the 2000s, Walters was raised by parents descend-
ed from Jewish immigrants who fled antisemitism in Eastern Europe. Her father
Lou founded a chain of nightclubs and moved the family from Boston to Miami to
New York, gaining and losing fortunes along the way.

In 2006, Walters told The Washington Post that her parents were not religious,
and she never celebrated Jewish holidays while growing up. But she noted that her
father would always come home from his Latin Quarter clubs on Friday nights,
which she saw as a nod to a family Shabbat tradition. As an adult, she began buy-
ing Christmas trees each year, proclaiming she loved the holiday.

Walters was married four times, to three different Jewish men. She had one child,
with theater impresario Lee Guber, who demanded that their daughter attend
Hebrew school. While married to producer Merv Adelson — from 1981-84 and
then from 1986-92 — they celebrated Jewish holidays “because it was important
to him,” she told the Post.

Walters worked her way up through the ranks at NBC in the early 1970s, becom-
ing the first female co-host of “The Today Show” in 1974. In 1976, she moved to
co-host what was then the “ABC Evening News.” She became a longtime con-
tributor to “20/20,” ABC’s primetime TV news magazine show that competed with
CBS’ “60 Minutes,” and co-founded and co-hosted “The View,” starting in 1997.

Walters was known for her candid interviewing style — “She invented intimacy
on television,” an ABC producer once said — but also hit her subjects with blunt,
cutting questions. Some of her most famous interviews included Jewish figures,
including Monica Lewinsky, who Walters called her biggest “get.” She asked
Lewinsky if she would tell any future children about her affair with President Bill
Clinton, which rattled Washington in a way few other scandals have.

“Mommy made a big mistake,” Lewinsky replied.
“And that,” Walters said in an often-quoted response, “is the understatement of

the year.”

Walters also scored the first joint interview with Egyptian President Anwar Sadat
and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, before they finished negotiating a
historic peace agreement in 1979. In 1977, she had also interviewed Sadat on his
flight to meet with Begin in Israel.

Her style was often debated, including by some critics who thought she ushered
in the era of news as entertainment, and parodied by the likes of Gilda Radner on
“Saturday Night Live.” In 2014, she appeared on “SNL,” proclaiming that it was
an honor “to see my groundbreaking career in journalism be reduced to a cartoon
character with a ridiculous voice.”

The drawback, she points out - and that
which attracted her to the new position at
Gray Academy - was the primacy of work
over being able to regularly attend syna-
gogue services.  “I would often have to
leave minyans early to go to work,” says
the vice president of Garden City’s Chevra
Mishnayes Synagogue  - of which she is a
third generation member.  (Her father was
the congregation’s president at the time of
his sudden passing in early 2021.)

(Cameron Poitras, who was profiled in
the JP&N a few month back, is also a mem-
ber of the board of the synagogue and reg-
ularly attends services.)    

“At Gray Academy, I am able to observe
all the Jewish holidays within a religious
infrastructure,” she continues.

She adds that she also appreciates the
more regular work hours.

Kneller reports that the position of
Director of Advancement and Alumni
Relations is a new position at Gray
Academy.    “A lot of universities and pri-

vate schools have people in this position,” she notes.  “I am responsible for main-
taining regular contact with recent and long term grads encouraging their ongoing
engagement with our school as volunteers and donors.”

She reports that she is scheduled to attend an upcoming  gathering of Jewish day
school leaders.   “I am looking forward to seeing what programs some of my peers
have put in place and determining which ones we might be able to apply to Gray
Academy,” she says. A little farther down the road, she is also looking forward to
helping plan Gray Academy’s 25th anniversary which takes place in September.  

SKYE KNELLER


