
By BERNIE BELLAN

Continuing my ongoing analysis of data from
the 2021 census, as a result of a trove of
data released by STATCAN in November

2022, the one finding that has become clear is that the only province that
has shown a substantial increase in Jewish population is British Columbia.

Until now I’ve been focused on Winnipeg and, once again, I’ve delved
deeper into data for Winnipeg – which you can read in another article on
page 2.

But, this time around I wanted to do a comparison between the National
Household Survey of 2011 and the 2021 census, looking at how many
respondents to both surveys reported they had Jewish ethnic origins and
how many said their religion was Jewish.

It’s difficult to produce definitive figures as to how many Jews there are
in Canada since, as I’ve noted several times, a great many individuals
reported that at least one of their ethnic origins was Jewish, but they either
reported no religion or that their religion was something other than Jewish. 

And, concomitantly, a great many individuals who reported their religion
was Jewish did not report Jewish as one of their ethnic origins.

While I did do a very comprehensive analysis for Winnipeg, which I
reported in our November 23rd issue, when I showed that the Jewish pop-
ulation of Winnipeg, at a maximum, could not be more than 14,270, it
would take quite a bit of time to do the same analysis for other Canadian
cities that have sizeable Jewish populations.

Still, there are some clear trends that emerge from a study of available
data, whether you’re focusing on ethnicity or religion.

The first is that far fewer individuals in Canada reported that at least one
of their ethnic origins was Jewish in 2021 than in 2011.

The second trend was that there was a huge increase in the number of
respondents from 2011 to 2021 who reported that at least one of their eth-
nic origins was Israeli: From 15,010 in 2011 to 35,350 in 2021. While there
was a substantial drop in the number of individuals who reported that one
of their ethnic origins was Jewish from 2011 to 2021 (from 309,650 in 2011
to 282,015 in 2021), the number of individuals who reported their religion
was Jewish was almost the same in 2021 as it was in 2011 (329,500 in 2011
and 335,295 in 2021.) One might surmise, therefore, that the increase in
respondents who said their religion was Jewish was made up to a large
extent by immigrants from Israel and, to a lesser extent, other countries. (It
is also possible, however, that there was a substantial increase in the num-
ber of individuals who converted to Judaism.)

Here is a table showing figures for the number of individuals who report-
ed that at least one of their ethnic origins was Jewish in 2011 and in 2021
(Interestingly, while the number of respondents in Winnipeg who reported
that at least one of their ethnic origins was Jewish dropped substantially
from 2011 to 2021, the number who reported their religion was Jewish
increased):

The third trend, as already noted, is that, while there was a slight increase
in the number of individuals who reported their religion was Jewish from
2011 to 2021 in Canada as a whole, British Columbia was the only
province to show a sizeable increase in the number of individuals who
reported their religion was Jewish. 

Further, the cities that showed the greatest increase in respondents who
said their religion was Jewish were, in order: Vancouver, Victoria, Barrie,
Halifax, Winnipeg, Ottawa, and London. I was somewhat surprised to see
that Toronto did not show any increase at all in the number of respondents
who reported their religion was Jewish. (The figure for both 2011 and 2021
was exactly 165,765. I wonder whether there might have been a mistake in
data reported by STATCAN?)

Here is a table showing figures for the number of respondents who
reported that their religion was Jewish in 2011 and 2021. This table also
gives figures for the cities that reported the most respondents who said their
religion was Jewish:
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Number of individuals in Canada who reported
that at least one of their ethnic origins was Jewish

2011 2021
Canada 309,650 282,035
Ontario 173,790 155,180
Quebec 67,115 57,325
British Columbia 31,865 34,395
Alberta 15,815 14,405
Manitoba 13,150 11,745

Number of individuals in Canada who reported
that  their religion was Jewish

2011 2021
Canada 329,500 335,295
Ontario 195,535 196,095
Quebec 85,105 84,535
British Columbia 23,130 26,830
Alberta 10,905 11,390
Manitoba 11.130 11,560
Nova Scotia 1805 2,195
Saskatchewan 940 1,105
New Brunswick 620 1,000
Newfoundland 175 235
PEI 100 165
Toronto 165,765 165,765
Montreal 83,200 82,080
Vancouver 18,730 20,125
Ottawa 10,980 11,395
Winnipeg 10,735 11,165
Calgary 6,170 6,705
Hamilton 4,035 3,980
Edmonton 3,790 3,820
Victoria 1,565 2,745
London 1,765 2,080
Barrie 1,075 1,795
Halifax 1,345 1,775
Kitchener 1,420 1,480
St.Catharines- Niagara 1,025 1,175
Oshawa 980 1,120
Windsor 1,200 985
Kingston 845 935
Kelowna 430 725
Guelph 535 715
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The number of males and females in Winnipeg’s Jewish population is
almost the same, but there are large disparities in certain age cohorts

By BERNIE BELLAN
The proportion of females to males within Winnipeg’s Jewish population

is almost 50-50 (51.5% female and 48.5% male), according to figures for
the number of respondents who reported their religion was Jewish in the
2021 census.

Yet, in the age cohorts 65 and up, women outnumber men by a substan-
tial number (170 more women than men in age groups 65+).

Perhaps somewhat surprisingly though, within the 15-24 age group males
outnumber females by a very substantial margin (695 to 570). 

Those were two of the more interesting findings to emerge from a study
of Jewish population figures in Winnipeg, according to data gleaned from
STATCAN.

As I noted in my article on page 1 about trends across Canada as a whole,
I’ve been analyzing data produced by STATCAN from the 2021 census.  I
had requested particular information from STATCAN about Winnipeg’s
Jewish population and I was sent tables that were produced specifically in
response to my request.

In our last issue I broke down the data that I had been sent by STATCAN
insofar as it related to geographic areas, showing that the Jewish popula-
tion of Winnipeg is very spread out, and that some of the areas traditional-
ly associated with Jewish populations had dwindled substantially – espe-
cially West Kildonan, while areas east of the Red River and in the extreme
south parts of  the city had shown substantial growth in Jewish population.

This time around I was curious to see how the gender divide breaks down
according to age cohorts. Again, I relied upon data that was derived from
answers to the question about the religion of respondents to the 2021 cen-

sus. As I’ve noted previously, it would be incorrect to extrapolate the size
of Winnipeg’s Jewish population from data about religion alone, since a
great many individuals who might be considered Jewish according to eth-
nic origin might have answered “no religion” on the 2021 census or even
that they had a different religion.

Notwithstanding that difficulty, here is a table showing how responses to
the question about religion on the 2021 census broke down by gender in
different age cohorts, according to those individuals who answered that
their religion was Jewish:

Gender breakdown by age cohorts of individuals in
Winnipeg who reported their religion was Jewish

Male Female
All ages 5500 5670
0-14 835 850
15-19 395 280
20-24 300 290
25-34 550 575
35-44 590 685
45-54 580 650
55-64 800 730
65-74 855 925
75+ 595 675

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada is pleased to announce
the official reopening of the completely renovated Freeman Family
Holocaust Education (HEC) with a special program in the Berney Theatre
at 7 pm on January 25. 

The HEC is a unique Holocaust museum as all the artefacts in the
exhibits belonged to local Holocaust survivors and their families. The

museum’s existence itself is thanks to the local survivor community whose
vision was a place where students and the broader community could come
to learn about this tragic chapter of human history and its implications for
the present and future. 

With the passage of time, there have been advances in best practices in
Holocaust museology, education, and research findings. Technology has
become an essential element of Holocaust museums today, attracting the
interest of young people and also allowing for the integration of a large col-
lection of materials. With that in mind, the Jewish Heritage Centre has cre-
ated an interactive table, which will feature stories and photographs outlin-
ing the lives of local survivors before, during, and after the Holocaust. An
overview of the Holocaust will also include maps and photos to further
illustrate the history as well as the individual stories. We are also paying
tribute to the contributions of our survivors to our community. 

In addition to the interactive table, a computer kiosk will connect visitors
to the USC Shoah Foundation’s Visual History Archive (VHA) and its
more than 55,000 video testimonies and a list of 1.9 million searchable
names. The Jewish Heritage Centre is the only full access site to the VHA
between Toronto and Calgary. A third electronic addition to our museum
will be the projection of the names of all survivors who settled in Winnipeg
at any time – some 1050 men and women.

The physical exhibit, beautifully designed by curator Candace Hogue,
features never-before-displayed pieces from our collection. New items
were added in response to our call for artefacts as we began this project.
We are also adding new and important elements to the exhibit – such as a
window that depicts life before the Holocaust and featuring photos and
artefacts from our survivors. We wanted to illustrate the diverse history of
our survivors before the Shoah. 

Another new element we will be presenting is the story of antisemitism
in Canada. Unfortunately, many Canadians are completely unaware of
Canada’s less than stellar history when it comes to its treatment of Jews
before, during, and even after the Holocaust. 

Our January 25th event will feature keynote addresses by the Honourable
Irwin Cotler, Canada’s Special Envoy on Preserving Holocaust
Remembrance and Combatting Antisemitism, and Peter Flegel, Executive
Director, Government of Canada’s Anti-Racism Secretariat. 

Each year, the HEC welcomes students from grades six through univer-
sity. We are looking forward to welcoming students and the general public
back into this wonderful space. 

The Jewish Heritage Centre is most thankful for the agencies that helped
make our vision a reality: Canadian Heritage, the Province of Manitoba,
the Azrieli Foundation, the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, the Winnipeg
Foundation, the Manitoba Arts Council, and many kind and generous pri-
vate donors.  

There is no fee to attend this event but please register by contacting Stan
Carbone: scarbone@jhcwc.org

Holocaust Education Centre to reopen January 25
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2023 Sol and Florence Kanee
Distinguished Lecturer: Yossi Beilin

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada is pleased to announce that our
2023 Sol and Florence Kanee
Distinguished Lecturer will be Dr. Yossi
Beilin.  The event will take place at 7 pm
on Wednesday, May 24, 2023, at the
Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

With the approach of Israel’s 75th birth-
day, Mr. Beilin will examine the relation-
ship between Israel and the Diaspora and
the prospects of peace and the relationship
with the Palestinians under the new gov-
ernment. 

For a man who never served as Israel’s
prime minister, Dr. Yossi Beilin had an
outsized impact on Israeli history. A jour-
nalist for the newspaper Davar who entered
politics as a Labor Party spokesman before being appointed cabinet secre-
tary by Prime Minister Shimon Peres in 1984, Dr. Beilin made his mark
with two bold policies that were adopted by the Israeli government: the
Oslo Accords between Israel and the PLO, and the Birthright Israel pro-
gram. 

A graduate of the Tel Aviv University holding a PhD in Political Science,
Beilin served in the Israeli Knesset from 1984 to 2008. Among the many
positions Beilin held were Cabinet Secretary, Director General of the
Foreign Ministry, Deputy Finance Minister, Deputy Foreign Minister,
Minister of Economy and Planning, Minister of Religious Affairs, and
Minister of Justice. He also served as a member of the Knesset committees
on Constitution, Law and Justice, Foreign Relations and Defence, and the
Advancement of the Status of Women. He was the spokesperson for the
Labour Party as well. 

During his time in the foreign ministry, Beilin was responsible for the
establishment of diplomatic relations with the Vatican.

In addition to his political career, Beilin chaired the Hillel Students
Organization in Israel as well as the steering committee of the H.L.
Education for Peace (Israeli Geneva Initiative). 

Beilin is the author of several books, covering such topics as Israeli
industry and politics, and the quest for a peace agreement. 

Today, Beilin heads up has a private consulting firm — “Beilink” — that
connects Israelis with governments and companies abroad. He also contin-
ues to work on two projects in the public arena: One is an effort to preserve
Jewish cemeteries in Europe. The other, which led to the creation of
Birthright, concerned the nature of the relationship between Israel and
Diaspora Jews.

Ticketing and sponsorship information to come soon.

Number of Russian Jews down sharply in
last decade, pre-Ukraine war census reveals

Jan. 10, 2023 (JTA) — An exodus of Jews from Russia since President
Vladimir Putin invaded neighboring Ukraine has drawn widespread atten-
tion over the last year. But according to statistics released recently by
Russia’s official statistics bureau, the country’s Jewish population had fall-
en sharply long before the tanks began rolling.

The statistics, published last month by Russia’s Federal State Statistics
Service, showed that just 82,644 people identified themselves as Jews on
the national census, conducted in 2021.

Another nearly 2,000 people identified with related categories such as
Mountain Jews (from Azerbaijan and the Caucasus Mountains), Israelis
living in Russia, Georgian Jews, Bukharian Jews (from Uzbekistan and
Central Asia), Karaites and Krymchaks (from Crimea), according to the
Russian-Jewish news outlet Lechaim.

In contrast, Russia’s previous census, conducted in 2010, showed nearly
160,000 people who identified as Jews or belonging to the the related
groups — suggesting a decline by more than half over the last decade.
During the same period, Russia’s total population grew by 3.5%.

The only Jewish groups that did see a rise, according to Lechaim.ru, were
Karaites — a seventh-century breakaway sect from rabbinic Judaism —
and Krymchaks. Both populations have been historically concentrated in
the Crimean Peninsula, which Russia annexed in 2014, meaning that they
would not have been part of the 2010 census at all.

The numbers do not account for the mass exodus of Russian Jews since
the onset of the war in Ukraine, estimated to be more than 20,000 in the
first six months after the invasion. The exodus suggests that Russia’s
Jewish population could total fewer than 60,000 people.

A majority of the Russian Jews who left appear to have emigrated to
Israel. According to the Jewish Agency, which facilitates immigration to
Israel, some 66,800 Russians made aliyah between 2010 and 2019. The
group is facing sanctions over its work in the country, as part of Putin’s
crackdown on foreigners in retaliation for Russia’s isolation on the world
stage since initiating the unprovoked war.

The flood of Russians and Ukrainians making their way to Israel in the
last year has triggered a conflict there over immigration rules that permit
anyone with a Jewish grandparent to claim citizenship. Those rules mean
that not all of the new immigrants from Russia were likely to have identi-
fied as Jewish on the country’s census.

There could be other Russian Jews who were not captured by the census.
Lechaim noted that 17 million people left their nationality blank or identi-
fied themselves as having no nationality — a move that Jews, whose
national identity can be complicated in whatever country they live, might
be inclined to make in a country with a relatively recent history of state
antisemitism.

In Tel Aviv, 80,000 Israelis protest Netanyahu government’s plan to weaken Supreme Court
Jan. 14, 2023 (JTA) — Tens of

thousands of Israelis gathered in Tel
Aviv’s Habima Square on Saturday to
protest their new government’s plans
to significantly decrease the power of
the country’s Supreme Court.

Authorities reported that as many
as 80,000 protesters braved a rain
storm in Tel Aviv, while smaller
protests took place in other cities
across the country, including outside
of the president’s residence in
Jerusalem.

In their first weeks in the Knesset,
or parliament, members of Israel’s
far-right governing coalition have
already advanced pieces of legisla-
tion that would allow a majority of
lawmakers to override Supreme Court decisions. Supporters say the pro-
posals amount to an overdue check on a Court has drifted leftward over
time and struck down too many proposals from the Knesset’s conservative
and right-wing flanks. Critics are calling the proposed changes a blow to
Israel’s record as a full-fledged democracy.

“I feel like we are living in the beginnings of a dystopian state,” one Tel
Aviv resident at the protest told The Times of Israel. “I am seeing the end
of democracy and I feel personally threatened.”

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who partnered with controversial
far-right figures such as National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir to
form his ruling coalition, supports the proposed legislation. He has for

years been dogged by multiple cor-
ruption cases and in 2019 became
the first sitting Israeli prime minister
to be indicted.

Chief Justice Esther Hayut called
the proposed laws “an unbridled
attack on the judicial system” this
week.

The swelling protest movement
that culminated in the rallies has
been driven by left-wing activists,
according to reports, but centrist fig-
ures — including former Defense
Minister Benny Gantz, who previ-
ously sat in a coalition with
Netanyahu — also called for mass
protests this week and made appear-
ances on Saturday to show their sup-

port.

“If you continue the way you are going, the responsibility for the civil
war brewing in Israeli society will be on you,” Gantz said in a televised
interview earlier this week.

The rhetoric on both sides intensified as Ben-Gvir ordered police to use
water cannons to disperse protesters and banned the display of Palestinian
flags at protests, equating them to terrorist symbols. Zvika Fogel, a mem-
ber of Ben-Gvir’s party, said that Gantz, previous Prime Minister Yair
Lapid and two other centrist opposition leaders “should be arrested and put
in handcuffs” for encouraging the protests.

housands of Israelis protest against the current Israeli government in
Tel Aviv’s Habima Square, Jan. 14, 2023. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)

YOSSI BEILIN



By LESLIE MALKIN

A
passion for multiculturalism is some-
thing father and son, Barney and Avrom
Charach, share. “My mother said, ‘we

should send our kids to Hebrew school,’ and my
father said, ‘they should be exposed to every-
thing, not just the Jewish community.’ He
always had this idea that we should be part of
the bigger community,” says Avrom. 

As a young man, volunteering with both
Folklorama and the Manitoba Ethnocultural
Youth Committee Avrom learned that “by learn-
ing about other cultures, we learn to understand
them, celebrate them together. Education and
prejudice are diametrically opposed,” he says.

So, a multicultural theme is fitting for the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble annual spring concert, at which Barney and Avrom Charach will
be honoured for their lifetime commitment to the folk ensemble. Chai has
invited four other cultural groups to share the stage for the June concert:
Hungarian Kapisztran Folk Ensemble; the Tamil Pavilion Performers;
Hinode Taiko – Rising Sun Drums; and the Asham Stompers. 

“Chai is still the feature, but we’re showcasing the multiculturalism in
Winnipeg and Manitoba and tying that to our honourees, the Charachs, and
their key roles within Folklorama,” says Sarah Sommer, co-artistic director
for Chai along with Jesse Popeski. (Both Barney and Avrom have also vol-
unteered with Folklorama, for decades). “These groups are representative
of their experiences in Folklorama, and we honour them in that,” continues
Sommer, whose past roles with Chai include performing as a singer and
vocal director. 

Barney Charach began volunteering for Chai with his wife, Ruth, z”l, in
the late 1960s. Together they worked behind the scenes well into the ’70s,
Ruth helping with costumes, Barney as assistant stage manager until taking
on the role of treasurer. Together with Hartley Gale, z”l, Barney overhauled

the ensemble’s financial
books.  

As a boy, Avrom often
accompanied his par-
ents to their Chai com-
mitments and soon
began helping with
small tasks. Eventually,
he became a vital mem-
ber of Chai’s production
crew as lighting design-
er/stage manager, a vol-
unteer position he held
for two decades.

“My parents taught
me how to give back,
that it’s important to
share, and invite others,

and become friends with others. It’s their exam-
ple that I follow to this day,” Avrom says, adding he has been volunteering
with Chai for six decades.

“In the ’70s, I was eight or nine, helping, floor tape and whatever. In the
’80s, ’90s, and early ’00s, throughout my teens, twenties, and early thirties,
was my 20-year stint (as lighting designer/stage manager). And then every
decade (since then), at least once, I’ve helped with something. I’m not 60
yet. I hope I can do it for a seventh decade.” 

With Chai a flagship of Shalom Square, Folklorama’s Israel pavilion,
Avrom’s work with the ensemble led to his involvement with Shalom
Square, too. He sat on the pavilion steering committee from 1982 through
2014 and has worn the hats of pavilion coordinator (and assistant-coordi-
nator), ambassador, and chair of various sub-committees. And through his
work with the Israel pavilion, he became engaged with Folklorama too,
assuming various roles over several decades, including president, board
member (with various portfolios), and bus tour guide/trainer. 

While Avrom’s parents introduced their son to Chai through volunteer-
ing, it was Avrom who brought Barney to the Israel Pavilion steering com-
mittee as co-chair of finance, then later to the board of the Folk Arts
Council (Folklorama) as treasurer, vice president, and president. Barney
continued to volunteer for Folklorama until he no longer could.  

Avrom couldn’t be prouder sharing the spotlight with his father. But he
wishes his late mother were alive to partake in the glory. “They should have
honoured all of us,” he says, sadly.

“The tradition of sharing, of giving, of caring, that all came from my par-
ents,” Avrom continues. “Sharing the stage with my father, it’s hard to put
into words how wonderful it’ll be to be honoured together.”

The June 22nd concert, the first full-fledged production to be co-directed
by Sommer and Popeski, is billed “The Mountains Will Dance.”

“We took it from the title of a new piece we are working on and having
choreographed,” explains Jesse Popeski, who was musical director prior to
being co-artistic director and still plays guitar with the Chai band. “It was
through our relationship with Avrom and Folklorama, and the idea of hav-
ing it include these other cultural groups that led to the title as kind of a fun,
creative theme.” 

Tickets for The Mountains Will Dance go on sale online at  February 1st!
Celebrate this extraordinary family team NOW by calling (204) 955-0069
to secure your seats immediately.

Chai Folk Ensemble to honour Charachs at multicultural concert
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BARNEY & AVROM CHARACH Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble 

Israelis can now enjoy Slurpees as 7-Eleven
opens first store in Jewish state

(January 13, 2023 / JNS) Following its announcement of a 20-year fran-
chise agreement, the U.S.-based convenience store chain 7-Eleven opened
its first Israeli location in Tel Aviv on Wednesday. The flagship store is
located at the Dizengoff Center and will be open for 24 hours on
Wednesdays and Thursdays.

“7-Eleven opened its first store in Israel today, in Tel Aviv’s iconic
Dizengoff Center,”  American Jewish Committee Managing Director of
Public Affairs Avi Mayer. tweeted. “The chain plans to open several hun-
dred stores across the country. And yes, there are Slurpees.”

7-Eleven is the world’s largest chain of convenience stores. Founded in
1927 in Dallas, it is now headquartered in Tokyo. According to 2020 sta-
tistics, the convenience store chain operates, franchises and licenses more
than 71,100 stores worldwide with some 20,000 stores in Japan alone.

Israel will be the latest country to host a 7-Eleven and this will be the first
location in the Middle East.

The opening turned out to be quite a hit, as throngs of Israelis flocked to
taste Slurpees and shopped for items at the iconic chain. While all the prod-
ucts are kosher, the heated food is not. The Tel Aviv store itself does not
have a kosher license, because it will operate on Shabbat. However, this
does not preclude other locations in more observant areas of Israel from
being closed on that day.

“We aim to open as much as possible without harming customers’ feel-
ings,” Israel’s 7-Eleven CEO Avinoam Ben-Mocha told reporters. “There
will inevitably be kosher branches in places where appropriate.”



Reactions to the recent election of Benjamin
Netanyahu to a sixth term in  office as
Israel’s prime minister reflect the current

deep divide in Western society where anyone who
does not spout “progressive” points of view is
automatically denounced  as a “far right extrem-
ist” –  whatever that means (the second coming of
Adolph Hitler? Fascist wannabe??).

One website I regularly check – one whose
opinion I generally respect – referred to the new

Netanyahu Government as “the most-far right government in Israeli histo-
ry.” And my thinking is: Has this fellow never heard of Menachem Begin?

Readers of a certain age may recall Begin, Israel’s seventh prime minster
and the first who was not affiliated with the Labour Party.  When it comes
to “far right,” Begin was the real deal. In pre-independence Palestine,
Begin was the leader of the Irgun, the Jewish organization that blew up the
King David Hotel, killing over 80 people. (To be fair, the Irgun did phone
in a warning an hour before the bomb went off – a warning the British
authorities in their arrogance chose to ignore).  The Irgun also hanged two
British soldiers in retaliation for the British hanging two Irgun members.

Then there was the Altalena Affair, where the Irgun almost went to war
with the Jewish establishment in the new State of Israel.

So, what did this former terrorist accomplish as prime minister of Israel?
The answer is: peace with Egypt under the terms of which the former ter-
rorist withdrew all Israeli forces from the Sinai Peninsula,  dismantled a
Jewish community that had been built in northern Sinai, and returned all of
the Sinai to Egypt.  He would have given back Gaza to Egypt, too, but the
Egyptians didn’t want it.

Then there was Ariel Sharon – who would have also been considered “far
right.” What did he do as prime minister? He pulled all Israelis out of Gaza
and dismantled their communities in an attempt to encourage peace.  What
Israel got in return for that gesture was an Arab terrorist state on its south-
ern border.

As for Netanyahu, Palestinian-born scholar Bassem Tawil, writing for the
Gatestone Institute website, comments that “there are phrases that, as a stu-
dent of history in the making, I never thought I would read, let alone write.
Now, however, such a phrase is in full circulation and I feel no qualms
about repeating it: Benjamin Netanyahu is a moderate politician”.

But, but, but, what about Ben Gvir and Smotrich?  That would be Itamar
Ben Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich, leaders of two religious/nationalist parties
who are part of Netanyahu’s coalition government.  Even though the two
are cabinet ministers, they no more define Netanyahu’s government then
do the Israel haters among the NDP members of Parliament (who are part
of the current kind of coalition we have governing our country) or his own
Israel-hating MPs define Justin Trudeau. (We hope not anyway.) 

But - Ben Gvir walked on the Temple Mount. Yes, an unnecessary provo-
cation. On the other hand, as  the Jewish News Syndicate website noted on
January 11, last year, 51,348 Jews visited the Temple Mount, up from
34,651 the year before and 20,684 the year before – statistics that were
compiled by Beyadenu, an NGO dedicated to “strengthening the Jewish
connection to the holy site.”

When I first visited Jerusalem 51 years ago, I went onto the Temple
Mount.  I walked into the Dome of the Rock and Al Aqsa Mosque – with-
out incident.

So, other than Ben Gvir being a controversial politician, what is the fuss?
As to those who may view Netanyahu’s re-election as “the end of democ-

racy” in Israel, one could point out that Netanyahu has a stronger mandate
than does our Canadian prime minister.   Netanyahu’s Likud won more
votes than any other political party – and it wasn’t even close.  Our prime
minister, in contrast, won fewer votes in the last two elections than did the
Conservatives.  In fact, taking into account  many Canadians chose to sit
out the vote altogether, Trudeau was elected with about 20% of eligible
Canadian voters... not exactly a ringing endorsement. 

I might also point out that Netanyahu, unlike our prime minister, is not
trying to censor freedom of speech on social media platforms.

The problem of defining “far right” when it comes to Israel, Amir Taheri
observes, is that “the only yardstick for measuring moderation and extrem-
ism is a politician’s stand on the “Palestinian issue.”

Things become even more complicated when we remember that the
“Palestinian issue” has never been properly defined,” he adds. “It has
always been approached tangentially, first as a refugee problem with the
“right of return” cliché as leitmotiv. That resulted in keeping a growing

number of Palestinians in refugee camps in several countries without doing
anything to resettle them. A straight return to what had become Israel was
out of the question because for the right of return to operate you have to
recognize the legitimacy of the state to which you wish to return. And that,
of course, was out of the question as long as Arab states denied the very
existence of Israel.”

As to the “two-state solution, Taheri points out that the Jewish leadership
accepted that concept when it was offered by the United Nations in 1947.
It has been the Arabs who have consistently said no over the decades.

“Its revival by Western powers, notably the United States, was an exer-
cise in diplomatic wild goose chasing,” Taheri comments.

“For decades now,” he noted,  “almost everyone has paid lip service to
that “solution” or even imagined “roadmaps” towards achieving it, without
wondering whether the Israelis and the Palestinians actually want it. The
fact is that repeated opinion polls and elections show that a majority of
Israelis and Palestinians do not want the “two-state solution,” I guess
because it is not clear what it means. In Israel’s new parliament, only 10
out of 120 members say they support the formula. But even they don’t say
where one state would end and the other would begin.
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Thoughts on reactions to the recent Israeli election 

Further to the story of “Rizpah”
Bernie,

I was pleased to see Simone Cohen Scott use my historical fiction
“Rizpah’s Vigil,” published in the JP&N in September 14, 2022, as her
point of reference to her story, “A different Rizpah story,” about her pet
Afghan hound that she named “Rizpah” and her further discernment of the
original meaning of Rizpah’s name as “hot stone” or “hot coal.” 

The latter fact was indeed how my story ended. (I should point out for
completeness, or if anyone wants to follow up on the story of Rizpah, that
there are only four references to her in The Bible: they are Second Samuel:
3:7 and 21: 8, 10, 11.  There is no 36:7 as listed in Scott’s article.)  

But my major reason for writing this response is her mentioning of the
novel by Charles E. Israel, simply called “Rizpah.” I want to point out a
problem with it, if anyone goes looking for it. I have a copy of the book,
and it is a very well-written and engaging story. In many ways he brilliantly
weaves a long (500 pages) tale of this woman from only four sentences in
the Biblical text. As a result, most of the back-story – Rizpah’s growing up,
her being sold into slavery, and ending up as King Saul’s concubine –
comes from his imagination. 

A problem, however, arises near the end when he gets to what I discuss
in my story. That is, when she begins her vigil watching over the murdered
bodies of her two sons, along with the other five hanged bodies. For here
we have the minimal text of what happened as presented in Second
Samuel. And here is where I have a serious problem with the novel.

But first something about me as a writer of historical fiction. I was an
academic historian for over 40 years before I retired and began writing his-
torical fiction. As such I keep to my code of not letting my imagination
conflict with the facts of history (namely, the written text, in the case of
The Bible). The facts form the skeletal structure of my stories, and the rest
is left to my imagination. 

But Israel departs from this code. Whereas Rizpah’s vigil lasts about 5
months as recorded in Samuel, he shrinks it to less than a month (he men-
tions 26 days at one point). I believe he does this because he added the fol-
lowing imaginary event to her vigil: King David, who was in many ways
responsible for the murder of Rizpah’s children (it was a sacrifice to God,
in his mind) apparently feels guilty and comes at night to help her chase
away the many predators trying to devour the dead bodies; and, as well, he
brings her food. That the King would do this is an imaginary leap, and to
do this for nine months would be preposterous, so I believe that’s why
Israel contracted and contradicted the Biblical text (a no-no in my book). 

But the worst part in my mind is this: it is an insult to Rizpah as a woman.
It is as if she needs a man to help her in her vigil; that she alone cannot pro-
tect the bodies. Of course, I am saying this from my perspective in 2023.
Israel’s novel is dated 1961. Enough said?  

Finally, I would like to add a Canadian connection. Although an
American, Israel spent most of his professional adult life in Canada work-
ing as a writer for the CBC.  And there is this closer link. Our own
Margaret Laurence reviewed the novel in Canadian Literature, #9, in the
summer of 1961.  

David  Topper

By

MYRON LOVE

LETTER



The process of putting together any particu-
lar issue of this paper involves the same
pattern week in and week out, which

begins with me deciding how big to make the
paper based upon how much revenue will be
coming in.

But, like just about everything else associated
with planning an issue, things can take a sudden

– and unexpected turn. By Wednesday, January
11, which would have been five days prior to publication day, I was certain
that this issue would not be more than 16 pages. 

In fact, as I began to put the paper together on Friday, it was as a 16-
pager. By the way, it’s no simple matter to increase the paper’s size. As
much as you might think that the next logical step if you’re going to move
up a notch in expanding a 16-page paper would be to go to 20 pages,  you’d
be wrong. It turns out that it’s far more expensive for us to produce a 20-
page paper than a 24-pager.

However, by late Friday afternoon – just before Shabbes, I realized that I
couldn’t possibly fit all the material I wanted to put in this issue into 16
pages. As a result, on Sunday morning – which is when I lay out the first
full version of any issue, I had to go from 16 to 24 pages. While it’s cer-
tainly no easy task to add 33% more to a particular issue than had been
originally planned, it came as a relief knowing that I’d be able to fit in all
the material that I had accumulated – and that there would be a lot more
room for the kind of stories that I had gleaned from the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency.

Still, all the while that I’m looking over stories – and trying to place as
many stories that have colour pictures with them on to colour pages, I keep
thinking: What is it that readers will find most interesting in that issue? In
order to assess readers’ interest in stories, I look at data that our website
produces, which shows me how many readers click on particular stories.
(By the way, in case you’re wondering whether you can find every story in
this paper on our website, you’d be wrong. The website has just a smatter-
ing of the stories that appear in the paper. I don’t want to cut off my nose
to spite my face - although I’m aware I’m not using that expression quite
accurately.)

I think anyone who looks at the JP&N on a regular basis would realize
that obituaries and memoriams are the bedrock of this newspaper. Yet, as
much as they’re absolutely vital to the continuation of this paper – and
they’re probably the first pages to which most readers turn, obituaries and
memoriams are not what would be ordinarily described as “news” per se.
(I suppose if you weren’t aware a certain person had died, then seeing an
obituary for that person might be considered as “news,” but that would
probably be stretching the accepted definition of news.)

Then again, when you’re a biweekly publication, as is this newspaper,
then it’s not all that easy to produce the kind of up to the moment material
that used to be the bread and butter of newspapers, but which has now been
supplanted largely by more immediate news media, such as the internet –
or radio, which can readily deliver breaking news.

That’s why this paper tends to rely upon a combination of profiles of indi-
viduals along with longer
analysis type pieces. For
instance, I’ve been devoting
an inordinate amount of time
to analyzing data from the
2021 census. Some of you
have been asking me:
“What’s with all the census
stuff?”

The answer, as I’ve noted
so many times before, is that
unless community planners
have a good handle on the
demographics of our com-
munity, it’s really hard to
know how to plan ahead. In
researching data for this par-
ticular issue, by the way, I
came across figures pro-
duced for the Jewish
Federations of Canada fol-
lowing the 2011 National
Household Survey. Those
figures purported to take into
account results from the
NHS that combined ethnic
and religion data for Jewish
populations across Canada.

As my article on page 1 notes, the 2011 NHS showed that 309,650 indi-
viduals reported that at least one of their ethnic origins was Jewish, while
329,500 said that their religion was Jewish. In the report prepared for the
Jewish Federations of Canada, it was said that the Jewish population of
Canada in 2011 was actually 391,665. I suppose that we’ll probably get
some sort of report at some point purporting to show that Canada’s Jewish
population had increased by quite a bit in 2021, but I’m alway suspicious
of any report that’s paid for by an organization - such as the Jewish
Federations of Canada, that would have a vested interest in a particular
result. That’s why, even though I think the GrowWinnipeg initiative of the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg has been an exemplary program since it
was first started, the Jewish Federation here would want to be able to show
that our Jewish population has increased substantially - which would show
that all the resources and hard work put into GrowWinnipeg has paid off. 

As I’ve noted, however, time and time again, while the Federation may
have been successful at attracting newcomers to our city, because no one
tracks how many have actually stayed here, it’s very difficult to know how
successful the program has ultimately been. Again, as I’ve noted ever since
last November when STATCAN released comprehensive data about the
ethnic and religious backgrounds of Canadians, the evidence is that our
Jewish population in Winnipeg is no more than 14,200. That’s not much
more than in 2011, when the Jewish Federations of Canada’s own figure for
Winnipeg, according to the demographer who did the analysis, was 13,
690.

Speaking of the NHS, in 2011 one other finding of the analysis of data by
the Jewish Federations’ demographer caught my attention – and that was
the conclusion that “16.9% of Canadian Jews are 65 or older.” In and of
itself, that conclusion was not all that surprising.

But, when I took a look at the current age profile of our Jewish commu-
nity, based upon data emerging from the 2021 census,  here’s what I found
(and you can see the figures on page 2 of this issue): 27.6% of our
Winnipeg Jewish population is over 65! Further, if you add in members of
the community who are over 55, then the proportion of the entire Jewish
population over 55 rises to 41%.

In other words, ours has long been a much older community than Canada
as a whole, in which, in 2011, only 14.9% of the population was over 65
(although that figure did rise to 19% in 2021).

So, what’s the significance of all this reporting on census figures? It’s
simply this: Winnipeg’s Jewish community is much older than the
Canadian population as a whole. That’s one of the reasons this paper has
been able not only to survive, but to do well. I’m quite aware that we cater
to an older audience but, I would argue, that audience still represents the
most vital segment of our community.  

This all leads me to a further point: While the internet is great if you want
to target a narrow audience – by sending out communications to a specific
group, for instance, you simply can’t reach as wide an audience as you can
with a newspaper. I’m quite aware that our website reaches over 10,000
different individuals each month – as opposed to this newspaper, which
reaches 1450 different subscribers every two weeks (both in print and in
digital format), but our website doesn’t have nearly the same impact as this
newspaper.

And the reason for that – which is something I’ve also mentioned many
times before, is that the amount of time an individual typically spends on a
website is only 52 seconds. If you’ve progressed this far in this article then
you’ve already spent more time reading it than the typical viewer does on
an entire website. (And here I’m not talking about social media. I’m quite
aware that many individuals can spend hours on social media, but that’s
hardly the same as spending time on a website.)

I’m probably not typical of most readers in that I receive newsletters and
communications from a host of different organizations and news sites. Do
I read any of those communications? The answer is, for the most part, no.
And I’m quite typical in saying that because by now we’ve all become con-
ditioned to treat information received on the internet in ways totally differ-
ent than what we receive in a print medium. Our attention spans are much
shorter on the internet.

I have no idea how much time readers spend reading this newspaper –
other than when I hear reactions to a particular piece. The fact that we’ve
retained over 95% of our subscribers year in and year out though tells me
a few things: First of all, people like the paper; and secondly, because the
average article takes some time to read in a newspaper, people reading this
paper have longer attention spans than the average person does when look-
ing at an article on the internet.

I don’t pretend that this paper can replace all those newsletters and other
communications that our Jewish organizations in Winnipeg send out, but
the difference is between aiming at a narrow audience and a broad audi-
ence. There’s something to be said for both audiences, but by trying to keep
this paper as diverse in scope as possible, we’ve managed to retain that
broad audience – which, by and large is over 55 years of age. 
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Israel news

A law professor worries Israel could become the next Hungary
By ANDREW SILLOW-CARROLL

Jan. 8, 2023 (JTA) — Israel’s new governing coalition has
been called the “most right-wing” in the nation’s history.
That’s heartening to supporters who want the country to get
tough on crime and secure Jewish rights to live in the West
Bank, and dismaying to critics who see a government bent on
denying rights to Israel’s minorities and undermining any
hope for a peaceful solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

While the far-right politics of new government ministers
Bezalel Smotrich and Itamar Ben Gvir have drawn much of
the world’s attention, a series of proposed changes to Israel’s
judicial system has also been raising hopes and alarms. On
Wednesday, new Justice Minister Yariv Levin announced an
overhaul that would limit the authority of the High Court of
Justice, Israel’s Supreme Court. It would put more politicians
on the selection committee that picks judges, restrict the High
Court’s ability to strike down laws and government decisions
and enact an “override clause” enabling the Knesset to
rewrite court decisions with a simple majority.

Levin and his supporters on the right justify these changes
as a way to restore balance to a system that he says puts too
much control in the hands of (lately) left-leaning judges: “We
go to the polls, vote, elect, and time after time, people we
didn’t elect choose for us. Many sectors of the public look to
the judicial system and do not find their voices heard,” he asserted. “That
is not democracy.”

Critics of the changes call them a power grab, one that will hand more
leverage to the haredi Orthodox parties, remove checks on the settlement
movement and limit civil society groups’ ability to litigate on behalf of
Israeli minorities. 

To help me make sense of the claims on both sides, I turned to Tom
Ginsburg of the University of Chicago, where he is the Leo Spitz
Distinguished Service Professor of International Law and co-directs the
Comparative Constitutions Project, which gathers and analyzes the consti-
tutions of all independent nation-states. He’s also a Jew who has trans-
formed a former synagogue on the South Side of Chicago into a cutting-
edge arts space, and says what’s happening with Israel’s new governing
coalition “raises my complicated relationship with the country.”

We spoke on Friday. Our conversation has been edited for length and
clarity.

Jewish Telegraphic Agency: You have written about law in Israel, which
lacks a constitution but relies on a series of “basic laws” to define its fun-
damental institutions. You’ve written that the Israeli judiciary had become
“extremely powerful” — maybe too powerful — in imbuing the basic laws
with a constitutional character, but worry that the current reforms will
politicize the court in ways that will undermine Israeli democracy.

Tom Ginsburg: The proposed reforms were a campaign promise of cer-
tain elements of this coalition who have had longstanding grievances
against the Israeli judiciary. The Israeli judiciary over the last decades has
indeed become extremely powerful and important in writing or rewriting a
constitution for Israel, promoting human rights and serving as a check and
balance in a unicameral parliamentary system where the legislature can do
anything it wants as a formal matter. A lot of people have had problems
with that at the level of theory and practice. So there have been some
reforms, and the court has, in my view, cut back on its activism in recent
decades and in some sense has been more responsive to the center of the
country. But there’s longstanding grievances from the political right, and
that’s the context of these proposals.

A lot of the concerns about the new government in Israel are coming from
the American Jewish left. But in an American context, the American Jewish
left also has a big problem with the United States Supreme Court, because
they see it as being too activist on the right. So in some ways isn’t the new
Israeli government looking to do what American Jewish liberals dream of
doing in this country?

Isn’t that funny? But the context is really different. The basic point is that
judicial independence is a really good thing. Judicial accountability is a
really good thing. And if you study high courts around the world, as I do,
you see that there’s kind of a calibration, a balancing of institutional factors
which lead towards more independence or more accountability and some-
times things switch around over time. 

You mean “accountability” in the sense that courts should be accountable
to the public. 

Right. The Israeli promoters of these plans are pointing to the United
States, in particular, for the proposals for more political involvement in the
appointment process. On the other hand, in the United States once you’re
appointed politically, you’re serving for life. There’s literally no check on
your power. And so maybe some people think we have too much indepen-
dence. If these proposals go through in Israel, there will be a front-end
politicization of the court [in terms of the selection commission], but also
back-end checks on the court [with the override clause that would allow a

simple majority to reinstate laws struck down by the Supreme Court]. So
in some sense, it moves the pendulum very far away from independence
and very much towards accountability to the point of possible politiciza-
tion.

And accountability in that case is too much of a good thing.

Again, you don’t want courts that can just make up rules. They should be
responsive to society. On the other hand, you don’t want judges who are so
responsive to society that there’s no protection for the basic rights of
unpopular minorities. 

What makes Israel either unique or different from some of the other
countries you study, and certainly the United States? Part of it, I would
guess, is the fact that it does not have a constitution. Is that a useful dis-
tinction?

They couldn’t agree on a single written constitution at the outset of the
country, but they have built one through what you might call a “common
law method”: norms and practices over time as well as the system of “basic
laws,” which are passed by an absolute majority of the Knesset, where a
majority of 61 votes can change any of those. But while they’re not for-
mally entrenched, they have a kind of political status because of that term:
basic law. 

By the way, the Germans are in the same boat. The German constitution
is called the Basic Law. And it was always meant to be a provisional con-
stitution until they got together and reunified.

If you don’t have a written constitution, what’s the source of the legiti-
macy of judicial power? What is to prevent a Knesset from just passing lit-
erally any law, including ones that violate all kinds of rights, or installing a
dictator? It has been political norms. And because Israel has relied on polit-
ical norms, that means that this current conflict is going to have extremely
high stakes for Israeli governance for many decades to come.

Can you give me a couple of examples? What are the high stakes in terms
of democratic governance?

First of all, let me just say in principle that I don’t oppose reforms to
make the judiciary more independent or accountable in any particular
country. But then you obviously have to look at the local context. What’s a
little worrying about this particular example is that several members of this
coalition are themselves about to be subject to judicial proceedings. 

Including the prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu.

Right. And for example, they need to change the rules so that [Shas Party
chairman] Aryeh Deri can sit in the cabinet despite his prior convictions.
That indicates to me that maybe this isn’t a good-faith argument about the
proper structure of the Israeli, uncodified constitution, but instead a mech-
anism of expediency.

Any one of these reforms might look okay, and you can find other coun-
tries that have done them. The combination, however, renders the judicia-
ry extremely weak. Right now, it’s a multi-stakeholder commission that
nominates and appoints judges in Israel, and the new coalition wants to
propose that the commission be made up of a majority of politicians. We
know that when you change the appointments mechanism to put more
politicians on those committees, the more politicized they become.

Think about the United States process of appointing our Supreme Court
judges: It’s highly politicized, and obviously the legitimacy of the court has
taken a big hit in recent years. In Israel, you’d have politicized appoint-
ments under these reforms, but then you also have the ability of the Knesset
to override any particular ruling that it wanted. Again, you can find coun-
tries which have that. It’s called the “new commonwealth model” of con-

Tom Ginsburg is the Leo Spitz Distinguished Service Professor of International
Law at the University of Chicago. At right is the Israeli Supreme Court in
Jerusalem. (Courtesy; Amir Yalon/Flickr Commons)

(Continued on page 8. See “Israel the new Hungary?”)
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stitutionalism, in which courts don’t
have the final say on constitutional
matters, and the legislature can over-
rule them on particular rulings. But I
think the combination is very danger-

ous because you could have a situation where the Knesset — which cur-
rently has a role in protecting human rights — can pick out and override
specific cases, which really to me goes against the idea of the rule of law.  

You mentioned other countries. Are there other countries where these
kinds of changes were enacted and we saw how the experiment turned out?

The two most prominent recently are Hungary and Poland, which are not
necessarily countries that you want to compare yourself to.

Certainly not if you are Israel.

Right. There’s so much
irony here. When the new
Polish government came in in
2015, they immediately
manipulated the appointment
system for the Constitutional
Court and appointed their own
majority, which then allowed
them to pass legislation which
probably would have been
ruled unconstitutional. They
basically set up a system
where they were going to
replace lower judges and so
they were going to grow them-
selves into a majority of the
court. And that’s led to contro-
versy and rulings outside the
mainstream that have led to
protests, while the European
Union is withholding funds
and such from Poland because
of this manipulation of the
court.

In Hungary, Victor Orban was a really radical leader, and when he had a
bare majority to change the constitution he wiped out all the previous
jurisprudence of the Constitutional Court. I don’t think the Israeli govern-
ment would do that. But still there is this kind of worrying sense that
they’re able to manipulate interpretation of law for their own particular
political interest. 

Another thing I want to raise is the potential for a constitutional crisis
now. Suppose they pass these laws and the Israeli Supreme Court says,
“Well, wait a minute, that interferes with our common law rules that we are
bound by, going back to the British Mandate.” It conflicts with the basic
law and they invoke what legal scholars call the “doctrine of unconstitu-
tional constitutional amendments,” which is basically saying that an
amendment goes against the core of our democratic system and violates,
for example, Israel’s character as a Jewish and democratic society. Israel
has never done this, but it is a kind of tool that one sees deployed around
the world in these crises. And if that happened, then I think you would have
a full constitutional crisis on your hands in Israel.  

What does a constitutional crisis look like? 

Suppose you have sitting justices in Israel who say, “You know, this
Knesset law violates the basic law and therefore it’s invalid.” And then,
would the Knesset try to impeach those judges? Would they cut the budget
of the judiciary? Would they back down?

When you compare Israel’s judicial system to other countries’ over the
years, how does it stack up? Is it up there among the very strong systems
or is it known for flaws that might have maybe hobbled its effectiveness?

It’s always been seen around the world as a very strong judiciary. Under
the leadership of Aharon Barak [president of Israel’s Supreme Court from
1995 to 2006] it became extremely activist. And this provoked backlash in
Israeli politics. That led to a kind of recalibration of the court where it is
still doing its traditional role of defending fundamental rights and ensuring
the integrity of the political process, but it’s not making up norms left and
right, in the way that it used to. This is my perception. But it’s certainly
seen as one of the leading courts around the world, its decisions are cited
by others, and because of the quality of the judges and the complex issues
that Israel faces it’s seen as a strong court and an effective court and to me
a balanced court.

But, you know, I’m not in Israel, and ultimately, they’re going to figure
out the question how balanced it is or where it’s going to go. I do worry that
an unchecked majoritarian system, especially with a pure proportional rep-
resentation model like Israel, has the potential for the capture of govern-
ment by some minorities to wield power against other minorities. And
that’s a problem for democracies — to some degree, that’s a problem we
face in the United States.

How correctable are these reforms? I am thinking of someone who says,
“These are democratically elected representatives who now want to change
a system. If you want to change the system, elect your own majority.” Is
the ship of state like this really hard to turn around once you go in a certain
direction?

This is an area in which I think Israel and the United States have a lot of
similarities. For several decades now, the judiciary has been a major issue
for those on the political right. They thought the Warren Court was too left-
leaning and they started the Federalist Society to create a whole cadre of
people to staff the courts. They’ve done that and now the federal courts are
certainly much more conservative than the country probably. But the left
didn’t really have a theory of judicial power in the United States. And I
think that’s kind of true in Israel: It’s a big issue for the political right, but
the political left, besides just being not very cohesive at the moment, isn’t
able to articulate what’s good about having an independent judiciary. It is
correctable in theory, but that would require the rule of law to become a
politically salient issue, which it generally isn’t in that many countries. 

How do you relate to what is happening in Israel as a Jew, and not just a
legal scholar?  

That’s a great question, because it really raises my complicated relation-
ship with the country. You know, I find it to be a very interesting democra-
cy. I like going to Israel because it’s a society in which there’s a lot of argu-
ment, a lot of good court cases and a lot of good legal scholars. On one
level, I connect with my colleagues and friends there who seem very
demoralized about this current moment. And I honestly worry about
whether this society will remain a Jewish and democratic one with the cur-
rent coalition. 

The rule of law is a part of democracy. You need the rule of law in order
to have democracy function. And I know others would respond and say,
“Oh, you’re just being hysterical.” And, “This isn’t Sweden, it’s the Middle
East.” But the ethno-nationalist direction of the country bothers me as a
Jew, and I hope that the court remains there to prevent it from deepening
further.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

Israel the 
new Hungary?
(Continued from page 7.)
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teaching at  Global College.
She also is continuing her own refugee research

and advocacy with a focus these days on Canada’s
response to Afghan refugees as well as Ukrainian
nationals welcomed to Canada on temporary
visas. 

In the earlier interview with her four years ago,
she expressed concern about the Federal
Government’s shift in refugee policy in recent
years more to private sponsorships.  It used to be,
she says, that government took responsibility for
two-thirds of refugee sponsorships with private
sponsors the remaining third. Currently, private
sponsors account for two-thirds of refugees com-
ing to Canada.

“There is a danger on becoming overly reliant
on individual Canadians, she asserts.

She added at that time that her family and sever-
al friends in their Wolseley neighbourhood had
privately sponsored a family from Colombia.

Labman is the author of  “Crossing Law’s
Border: Canada’s Refugee Resettlement
Program,”, a book she published in 2019 which
received the K.D. Srivastava Prize for Excellence
in Scholarly Publishing. The book, she notes,

examines the intersection of international rights, responsibility and obligation in the
absence of a legal scheme for refugee resettlement.

“Crossing Law’s Borders” grew out of the author’s Ph.D. thesis which she complet-
ed in 2013.

“My book,” she
reports, “was very
well received and
has helped raise
awareness of who
refugees are, why
it’s important to
protect them and
the different ways
that  refugees seek
protection through
resettlement and
asylum.” 

Three years ago,
she put out a sec-
ond book –
“Strangers to
N e i g h b o u r s :
R e f u g e e
Sponsorship in
Context” – an edit-
ed collection that
offers the first ded-
icated study of
refugee sponsor-
ship policy.  She
notes that one of
the chapters was
written by
Madison Pearlman
(who this writer
profiled in the
December 7, 2016,
issue of the
JP&N).   

Pearlman’s con-
tribution was a
chapter describing
Operation Ezra,
our Jewish com-
munity’s  effort to
sponsor  Yazidi
refugees and
reunite them  with
family here.

Both books were
c o n s e c u t i v e l y
named in The Hill
Times’ list of 100
Best Books in
2019 and 2020.

By MYRON LOVE 

According to Dr. Shauna Labman, the
newly-appointed executive director of the
University of Winnipeg’s Global College

(as of January 1), her appointment to her new
position is an “interesting opportunity” which
builds on her work over the past nearly 20 years
as an advocate for refugees and immigrants local-
ly and beyond. 

The Global College, explains Labman, who has
been a faculty member at the University of
Winnipeg since 2019, was established in 2004 by
then University of Winnipeg President Lloyd
Axworthy as the Global College and Dialogue
Centre.  The College built its academic offerings
focused on human rights. 

Human Rights, where Labman has been teach-
ing, was recognized as a formal academic unit in
2018.  The College has now grown to house a BA
in Human Rights, an MA in Development
Practice: Indigenous Development, an MA in
Development Practice and Indigenous
Development, a joint MA (with the University of
Manitoba) in Peace and  Conflict Studies and,
most recently, a BA in Indigenous Languages.

“The really beautiful thing about Global College,” the new
executive director observes, “is that we offer interdisciplinary
programs which provides practical knowledge and the opportu-
nity to work with communities in a local, national and interna-
tional context.”

Labman, a graduate of Ramah Hebrew School and Balmoral
Hall - and eldest daughter of Cyril and Jean Labman - left
Winnipeg right after high school for UBC and, later, the
University of Victoria.  While studying law at the University of
Victoria, Labman was exposed through a Co-operative Law pro-
gram to the work of the now defunct Law Commission of
Canada which dealt with issues such as  Residential Schools
cases, same sex marriage, workers’ rights and human rights and
discrimination.

After graduation, she began her legal career at the Federal
Court of Appeal working on issues ranging from immigration to
tax and patent law. “I soon realized,” she said in that earlier
interview, “that I wasn’t interested in working in a traditional
law practice. I had done some work in Ottawa with refugees.  So
I applied to the United Nations and I was posted to India for a
six-month consultancy with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).”

Her life-changing work with UNHCR involved conducting
refugee status determinations of Burmese asylum seekers and
preparing resettlement referrals for Afghan refugees. Labman
was struck by the reality that most refugees never make it to
countries such as Canada that are willing to offer permanent
protection, and instead remain in protracted states of limbo.

Following a stint at the Canadian Embassy in Beijing where
she gained an appreciation of Canadian diplomacy and policy
considerations, she returned to Canada with a clear cause and
career goal. Using the academic avenues open to her, she began
exploring how the voluntary programs of government resettle-
ment and private sponsorship operate alongside Canada’s oblig-
ations in international law to refugees who claim asylum. Her
research examined, analyzed, and advocated for the protection
needs of the refugees she left behind in India, as well as those
of other refugees who wait patiently, but powerlessly, around
the world.

In her new position, Labman notes, she will have less time for
teaching – although for a time, she will also be serving as act-
ing director for the Human Rights program as well as appearing
in the classroom as a guest lecturer on occasion.

“As executive director, I will be engaging with students in a
different way,” she explains.  “I am, for example, working with
the Global College’s Student Advisory Council and participat-
ing in some of their programs.

“This is also an interesting time to be stepping into this role,”
she adds, “as after two years of teaching largely online due to
the pandemic restrictions, we are back to in-person learning and
interaction.  For example, my partner and I  attended a bowling
party last week that was organized by our student council  in
support of a Zambia non-profit where a Human Rights student
will be conducting her international practicum this term.

“With online learning, you miss the sense of community,
social connections and outreach.”

In a project close to her heart, Labman notes that she is lead-
ing an effort to bring an Afghan scholar-at-risk  to be hosted

Human Rights and refugee scholar appointed to prestigious position at University of Winnipeg
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The April 13, 2022 issue of this newspaper car-
ried my article, “Conversations with a Friend in
Russia,” about the war in Ukraine. 

My friend and I have continued to exchange
messages about the ongoing illegal war of
aggression by Russia via a secure network. 

Here is an edited version of a recent long letter
my friend asked me to send via email to Russian
dissident émigré Mark Feygin. 

Feygin is  a former Russian lawyer and human rights activist. He also
served from January 1994 to December 1995 as a deputy of the  State
Duma and was the vice mayor of Samara, notes Wikipedia.  

In 2011 and 2012, Feygin was active in opposition to President Vladimir
Putin, and announced that he was forming an opposition party.   Since
the February 24, 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine, he has gained a fol-
lowing on YouTube, hosting daily discussions with Ukrainian presidential
advisor Oleksiy Arestovych on his channel. I have made some minor gram-
matical and syntactical corrections to the letter. 

“Dear Mark!
“I hope my letter will not only reach you, but you will find time to read

it. I considered it important to share with you the following considerations.
I developed them as a result of a long - since February 24, and continuing
all the time - following the course of Putin’s war against Ukraine.

‘“... this (Putin’s lies) is not obvious to the Russian layman ...”’ These
were your words in the New Year’s Eve stream at Zhdanov’s. That’s exact-
ly what it is - for the main contingent, from which Putin’s occupying army
is replenished, Putin’s lie is not obvious! This category of citizens has their
brains blocked by many years of Putin’s propaganda. But it is necessary to
make sure that Putin’s lies, his real war crimes and crimes against his own
people become obvious even to the most recent idiots in this country! We
need replacement drivers in their primitive and zombied brains.

“Why is it important to do this now, and not wait until Putin is somehow
demolished and his accomplices, remaining in power, begin to explain to
the masses that the dwarf ‘turned out to be not a father, but a bitch’ (as
Andrey Piontkovsky voiced this scenario).

“This must be done now, in the midst of the war; because the doubts sown
in the brains of marginals deformed by Putin’s propaganda is a real mecha-
nism for influencing their motivation. This is a real mechanism to reduce
the ranks of creatures ready to become consumables in Putin’s occupying
army. The more degenerates join the ranks of the occupying army, the lon-
ger the war will last, the longer the torment of Ukrainians will continue, the
more destruction there will be in Ukraine, the longer the maniac will be able
to continue his terrorist activities. Therefore, it is important to reduce their
ranks and change their motivation.

“The human psyche is a plastic material, an easily induced substance, but
in order to reorient it, it must be acted upon. Putin’s propagandists, for their
part, make an active direct impact on the brains of this redneck mass (and
very effectively), but there is no counter-influence on this contingent.

“Clever verbose analytical streams of opposition bloggers and experts do
not solve the problem of suppressing the drivers operating in the heads of
this category of the population. They do not hear and do not listen to these
clever arguments.

Here, Kiriyenko calls on the masses to make this real terrorist war the
people’s war.... And, who is calling the Russian layman to the people’s war
against Putin and his occupation regime? 

Some of the citizens come to understand the realities themselves. But the
majority in this demographic cohort won’t make it on its own. If such
appeals are heard, then (it must be done) in the verbose context of analyti-
cal reasoning and assessments. 

“But in this format, these appeals will not pierce the brains of idiots. They
must be broken through with short and sharply directed formulations -
directly calling Putin the only enemy of their homeland, of their nation. 

“Cattlemass, which includes representatives of all social categories of cit-
izens, does not care about the suffering of Ukrainians. On the contrary, they
rejoice at this because they have already had hammered into their heads that
their enemies have settled in Ukraine, and Putin is their protector. These
deformed brains cannot be reoriented by clever reasoning and revelations. 

“They need to briefly and clearly drive other formulas into their minds:
that Putin is an enemy of the Russian (their) people; that Putin has plun-
dered their country and is now finally destroying it; that Putin is an enemy
of Russia, destroying the population of their country, exterminating them;
that Putin is depriving their children and grandchildren of a future in this
country; that each of their volleys in Ukraine is a volley that destroys their
own country; that those who serve Putin are traitors to their country and
there will be punishment for this; that Putin in power in Russia is Hitler’s
revenge for the defeat in the Second World War, etc. - that Putin must be
destroyed in order to save Russia and restore a normal life in their country
for themselves. 

“Your own shirt is closer to the body” and this should be emphasized in
the information war. For them, these formulas should sound short, repeated
and continuous. Otherwise, the majority will not reach.

“The lamentations of some well-known anti-Putin and anti-Russian blog-
gers-journalists that ‘Russians are genetically predetermined slaves’ are not

just stupid and unfair (remember how the people rose in Khabarovsk, at
least) - they are harmful, because they only help Putin’s mafia to consoli-
date the rednecks around Putin and use them as an instrument of his crimes.

“For the benefit of the cause of victory over Putin’s evil, it is necessary to
reprogram these deformers as far as possible, in all possible ways, right
now. Seeds of doubt can only germinate if they are thrown into the ground.
Otherwise no.

“There is such a formula: “If a person is told every day that he is a don-
key, he will soon scream like a donkey!’

“This is how the human psyche works. Putin’s propaganda actively and
aggressively uses this principle, it is built on this. And it gives results, as we
all see. And yet there is no effective counteraction to this in the information
war! The situation in the information field is similar to the situation in the
real war on the combat front, where the defenders of Ukraine are forced (so
far) to respond to massive shelling by the occupiers only by shooting down
missiles in their skies and destroying the occupiers within their own territo-
ry. 

“In the information war, Putin’s people are persecuting lies, but by a met-
hod that affects simple brains. They aggressively stigmatize the victims of
their aggression as ‘Nazis’, attribute all their own crimes to the victims,
inspire their inhabitants that this is a holy war for the ‘defense of the
Russian world’, etc. In the brains of Russian inhabitants (in very many)
induced by Putin’s propaganda, there was a merger of retrospective images
of the Second World War with their perception of the current acts of Putin’s
occupiers as the war against enemies. And, in response to that from the so-
called opposition on the information field, only wordy explanations of the
depth of the maniac’s mental deformation, endless exposure and ridicule of
his paranoid delirium, repeated discussions of his health and the vile tricks
of his lackeys, etc. 

“This also needs to be voiced, of course, but this is absolutely not enough
to achieve a result. Where are the active direct accusations and calls for a
people’s war against the occupiers? The information war on the part of the
anti-Putin forces should change from debatable and explanatory to offensi-
ve and accusatory, calling for resistance.

“Moreover, now the long-winded and repeatedly repeated arguments of
anti-Putin bloggers also come with oppositionists (true and pseudo) attac-
king each other and their mutual denials. I do not give examples, they are
well known. Well, what result should be expected from such an ‘informa-
tion war’? Oppositionists cease to be trusted. The opposition seems to be
there, well, at least this, but the result? In the current format, these moans
of the opposition can last forever.

“To achieve success on the field of “information warfare” an active,
aggressive counter-action is needed. We need a consolidation of all forces,
and not neurotic outbursts and mutual pecking. If there is real resistance, it
will objectively work to sow doubts in the zombie brains of the bulk of the
Russian layman, reprogram them - point them to their real enemy, urge
them not to become accomplices in the destruction of their own country.
Moreover, it will be pure truth, reinforced for them by what they experien-
ce every day in their own skin. They experience, but endure and do not
think about the reasons, because they are under hypnosis. There is no anti-
hypnosis. There is no massive ‘trench agitation’. (It is all the more strange
that it does not exist in a country with such historical experience - let us
recall what successes the Bolsheviks achieved with their “trench agita-
tion”). 

“Orcs can only be changed by driving other motivating blocks into their
minds - that their real enemy is the one they currently serve. There are still
surprisingly few examples of such active offensive work on the information
front (as Arestovich said - “little, bad, not enough” - that’s exactly the case
here!)

“A positive example of how this should be done is the New Year’s address
of the Minister of Defense of Ukraine Reznikov. Everything is on point,
strong and concise. It is all the more strange that “trench propaganda” is not
used by anti-Putin informationists, when a maniac and the actions of his
gang provide abundant objective texture for guilty verdicts and calls for a
people’s war against a real enemy.

“These accusations and appeals must be made not only on some Telegram
channels and (intricate, lengthy, often contradictory) on some YouTube stre-
ams, but in 24x7 mode, on all possible channels, briefly, persistently, with
conviction and clearly. 

“It is necessary to use all available modern technologies in order to con-
vey the necessary messages to the addressee. It is necessary to hack federal
TV channels and load them with the necessary content (experience with
regional TV has already begun to appear). 

“It is necessary to hack the loading of advertising plasmas on the streets
of big cities and display the necessary frames and appeals on them. (It is
technically possible, because there was a case when an amateur hacker put
a porn video on Moscow street plasmas). Well, and so on. Do it now, and
not wait until after the victory over Putin’s fascism. Information warfare is
important as a direct instrument of real physical warfare, but to be effecti-
ve it must be carried out with methods that penetrate to the target.

“That’s all for now. But, there’s a lot more to say.
“Respectfully,
“Good luck and victories in your fight!

Ukraine invasion

More commentary from my contact in Russia

By

MARTIN ZEILIG
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Camp Massad is looking to fill a brand new
position: Community Care Director. In a press
release issued by the camp, the role of
Community Care Director was outlined: 

The role is a seasonal summer full-time posi-
tion, with part-time hours before summer session
begins. During the summer session the position
includes evening hours. The Community Care
Director will report to the Executive Director and
Director of Programming and Engagement.

The responsibilities of the Community Care
Director include, but are not limited to:

• Playing a leadership role in the planning
and implementation of staff training in rela-
tion to mental, emotional, social, and spiritual
health (MESSH);
• Creating and implementing programming
for small groups of campers focused on well-
ness and social-emotional learning.
• Serving as a resource to campers through-
out the summer in facing mental, emotional
and social health challenges, and creating
environments where campers can thrive.
• Managing information about camper
needs, and communicating those to staff, as
well as documenting communication and
plans.
• Preparing reports to funding agencies in
relationship to mental emotional and social
health of Camp Massad, Manitoba and its
campers, including sharing high-level under-
standings of interactions and interventions
taking place throughout the summer.
• Participate in Foundation for Jewish
Camp’s Community of Practice as part of our
camp’s place in the Yedid Nefesh program,
including two or three virtual gatherings and
one in-person gathering per year with other
Jewish camp mental health professionals.
• Be an active presence on-site at camp as a
part of the community.
• Additional responsibilities as required.

Key Qualifications:
• Graduate-level or higher degree in a mental health field.
Including, but not limited to: social work, mental health coun-
seling, psychology, youth psychiatry, family therapy, etc.
• 3-5 years of post-graduate work experience in a related field.
• Prior camp experience in working with young children is preferred
• Exceptional skill and capacity for engagement and relation-
ship building with both children and their parents.
• Proven ability to plan, originate, and organize programs.
• Proven ability to provide emotional support to a wide range of ages.
• Strong understanding of, and a willingness to be

creative with, strategies to ensure campers of varying
needs can be part of a mainstreamed program.
• Be a leader, self-starter, and strong collaborator.
• Ability to accept guidance, constructive feedback, and support from
teammates.

The ideal candidate is interested in being in this role for at least 3
years while our camp participates in the Yedid Nefesh program. This
relationship will be reviewed on a yearly basis during that time, with the
hope that the relationship can continue beyond the 3 year grant program
period.

Apply by sending a cover letter and detailed resume to
sprintz@campmassad.ca with Community Care Director in the
subject line.

Camp Massad hiring Community Care Director 

Community news

Jan. 12, 2023 (JTA) — Turner Classic Movies admits that capturing the
“Jewish experience” in a series of films is a daunting task, but the network
is attempting to do so anyway.

Every Thursday night in January, the channel is showing movies spanning
from the 1930s through the 1990s on the theme. According to an article on
the TCM website, the series aims to show “how filmmakers have attempt-
ed to deal with such themes as assimilation, antisemitism, religion, family
life and the Holocaust, sometimes with clarity and honesty, other times with
varying degrees of distortion and caricature.”

There are a couple of films in the series set during the Holocaust, but
notably none involve concentration camp settings. Instead, the general
focus seems to be on portraying comedy, romance and the joy of everyday
Jewish life.

Here are the remaining movies to look forward to, in the order in which
they will air in EST.

Most of the movies in the series are American, but there are a couple of
international films, including this French-Canadian coming-of-age story
about a 13-year-old Jewish girl obsessed with the character that Anna
Karina plays in Jean-Luc Godard’s film “Vivre sa vie.” Directed by Léa
Pool, it’s the most recent film in the lineup, though it is set in 1963. Pool,
whose father was a Holocaust survivor from Poland, is one of several
women directors represented in the series.

“Crossing Delancey” (1988), Jan. 19 at 8 p.m. 
Probably the most famous of the romantic comedies in the series,

“Crossing Delancey” was also directed and written by women: Joan
Micklin Silver and Susan Sandler, respectively. Amy Irving stars as Isabelle
Grossman, a young New Yorker who works for a bookstore and is close
with her grandmother — who wants to see her granddaughter settle down.
She has a matchmaker set her up with Sam Posner (Peter Riegert), a pickle
salesman, and Isabelle is torn between him and the intellectual world. The
film also shows the Lower East Side from the era when it was bustling with
Jewish immigrant shops and vendors, before gentrification irrevocably
changed it.

“Over the Brooklyn Bridge” (1984), Jan. 19 at 10 p.m. 
One can never have too many romantic comedies set in New York. In this

one, directed by Israeli-born Menahem Golan, Elliott Gould plays Alby
Sherman, a business owner whose wealthy uncle will only loan him money
if he breaks up with his gentile girlfriend (Margaux Hemingway). The very
Jewish cast also includes Sid Caesar, Carol Kane, Shelley Winters and a
very young (and uncredited) Sarah Michelle Gellar.

“Girlfriends” (1978), Jan. 20 at 12 a.m. 
This pioneering indie film — which according to The New York Times

was the first independent American film to be funded primarily by grant-
making organizations — is also is notable for its portrayal of female friend-
ship between Susan Weinblatt (Melanie Mayron), a Jewish photographer,
and her ex-roommate Anne Munroe (Anita Skinner), who moves out to get
married. Directed by Claudia Weill, who also wrote it along with Vicki
Polon, the film is a precur-

Turner Classic Movies is airing a ‘Jewish Experience’ series of films this month

(Continued on page 12. See “Movies.”)



Ed. note: Beginning with this issue, we are inviting representatives from
all synagogues to consider reaching out to this paper’s audience in ways
that might be somewhat different from the past. Over the years we would
often run messages from rabbis that touched upon spiritual subjects - and
we still welcome those. But Covid has drastically affected the role of the
synagogue in the Jewish community. Right now, we are witnessing the
transformation of Winnipegs two largest congregations - the Shaarey
Zedek and Etz Chayim. While we’ve been reporting on the physical aspects
of those transformations - how the Shaarey Zedek is being renovated and
the new home for the Etz Chayim, we haven’t been reporting on how the
spiritual needs of congregation members are being affected.Has the Zoom
experience changed the role of the synagogue in congregation members’
lives forever, for instance?

And, as a reader, if you wanted to write about how your relationship with
your own congregation has been affected since Covid, we’d welcome your
thoughts on the matter as well.

Following is Ran Ukashi’s most recent message to members of Shaarey
Zedek Congregation, in which he touches upon the issues to which we’ve
just referred. 

It is from the wisdom of King Solomon in
Mishlei Shlomo, the Book of Proverbs, that the
Jewish People learn the value of seeking wise
counsel from others. In the words of King
Solomon “without counsel plans fail, but with
many advisors they succeed (Proverbs 15:22).”
In today’s day and age this timeless lesson is as
relevant as it was in the days of King Solomon’s
reign, and at Shaarey Zedek we have taken, and
continue to take this lesson to heart. 

The pandemic taught us a stark lesson. That
lesson was that deliberately investing in people—the Congregation—is
absolutely critical to the future success of the synagogue. By “deliberate-
ly” investing, I mean to say that with the absence of people in the physical
building, there needed to be a way to meaningfully engage the congrega-
tion remotely and to ensure that the connection with the synagogue was not
severed over time and distance. Physical attendance, engagement, and
involvement could not be taken for granted. We had entered a new world
and a new way of thinking.

All in all, while I genuinely believe that the synagogue’s Board, staff and
clergy worked as hard as possible to operate and serve the congregation and
community very well in what were certainly unprecedented times, more
can always, and must always be done. We learn not only from our success-
es, but even more from missed opportunities.

In our President’s recent message, he discussed how new committees are
being formed to better engage congregants in the work of the synagogue,
and to facilitate more volunteer opportunities to benefit from the broad
range of talents, expertise, and dedication that you as congregants can bring
to the synagogue. 

But this isn’t all that we are asking or hoping for. In the spirit of King
Solomon’s words, we want to proactively hear what you would like to see
at Shaarey Zedek. Your priorities. Your ideas. Your hopes for the future—
and most importantly, how to get there. We seek your wise counsel as the
centre of the synagogue’s life.

As with anything in life, we cannot always guarantee that everyone will
get the outcome they want, but we can guarantee that we will sincerely con-
sider the ideas, desires, and aspirations of the congregation and work to
continuously improve Shaarey Zedek, both now and for generations to
come.

We recognize that not only can this work not be done without you, but
also that this work can never be truly “done.” The conduct of “holy work”
is never finished. Rather, it is always in a state of progression and refine-
ment, so that each individual must pick up where others have left off and
make their own mark and their own contribution. 

As Rabbi Tarfon teaches in Pirkei Avot, the Ethics of the Fathers, “It is
not your duty to finish the work, but neither are you at liberty to neglect it
(Ethics of the Fathers 2:16).”

We hope you heed the call to reach out to us and to share and explore
honestly, and in good faith, various ways to get involved in synagogue life
at Shaarey Zedek. Your ideas are always welcome, and we look forward to
hearing from you.

Yours Truly,
Ran Ukashi
Executive Director
ran@szwinnipeg.ca
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Adapting the synagogue experience to new realities

RAN UKASHI
Executive Director,

Shaarey Zedek
Congregation

By 

Synagogue news

sor to so many contemporary indies, including Noah
Baumbach and Greta Gerwig’s “Frances Ha.”

“The Frisco Kid” (1979), Jan. 20 at 1:45 a.m. 
Jews are not usually associated with Westerns. But in

this comedy, Gene Wilder stars as a rabbi from Poland who is set to lead a
congregation in San Francisco. He gets stuck en route in the Wild West and
befriends a bank robber played by Harrison Ford. Some scenes don’t hold
up in contemporary times, especially ones portraying Native Americans,
but TCM doesn’t shy away from showing how stereotypes are part of film
history.

“Au Revoir, Les Enfants” (1987), Jan. 20 at 4 a.m. 
This French film is one of the few in the series that takes place during the

years of the Holocaust. Louis Malle’s autobiographical film is based on his
time at the Catholic school Petit-College d’Avon, at which the real head-
master Pére Jacques (Pére Jean in the film) attempted to hide Jewish chil-
dren from the Nazis. The film focuses on the friendship of two fictionalized
12-year-old boys, Julian Quentin (Gaspard Manesse) and Jean Bonnet,
whose real name is Jean Kippelstein (Raphael Fejtö).

“Biloxi Blues” (1988), Jan. 26 at 8 p.m. 
Neil Simon adapted his own play, the second in his semi-autobiographi-

cal trilogy about growing up in Brighton Beach, for the screen. Eugene
Jerome (Matthew Broderick), a young Jewish Brooklynite, is drafted into
the army during World War II and is sent to bootcamp in Mississippi. The
movie is helmed by prolific Jewish film and theater director Mike Nichols,
who was born in Germany

Movies 
( C o n t i n u e d
from page 11.)

(Continued on page 13. See “Movies.”)



Jan. 9, 2023 (New York Jewish Week) —
Regular listeners of Conan O’Brien’s podcast
generally expect to hear the comedian interview
A-listers such as Michelle Obama and
“Fleishman Is in Trouble” star Lizzy Caplan.

But the former late-night host interviews “reg-
ular” people, too, and sandwiched between two
recent episodes — featuring “The Office” star Ed
Helms and “You” star Penn Badgely — listeners
can hear O’Brien crack jokes about Jewish life
with a New York rabbi.

David Schuck, who is the rabbi at New
Rochelle’s Conservative Beth El Synagogue
Center, appeared on the Dec. 29 episode of
“Conan O’Brien Needs A Friend,” where he dis-
cussed his job as a congregational rabbi. 

“I honestly did not expect to be chosen to be on his podcast,” Schuck told
the New York Jewish Week via email. “I just thought it would be a thrill to
meet him, and it was.”

Schuck said that he has “always been a fan of Conan,” adding that any-
one can fill out a form online to be considered a guest on the show.

“He is a brilliant comedian with a rich intellectual life and he seems sin-
cerely interested in other people,” Schuck said. “The wonderful thing about
Conan is that as far as I could tell, he is who he seems to be. There was no
pretense with him or anything performative that changed when the audio
was not being recorded.”

In one segment of the episode that was featured on the comedian’s
YouTube page, O’Brien joked about accidentally mistaking foreskin for
calamari at a bris — eliciting both groans and laughter from Schuck and
O’Brien’s crew.  

Schuck then shared that he buried his son’s foreskin behind home plate at
a baseball field in Central Park. 

“What a terrible image,” O’Brien said. 
Conan, who is an Irish Catholic, said he grew up in an area of Boston

where he was surrounded by synagogues. “Many of my friends were
Jewish,” O’Brien said. “I think I went to many more bar mitzvahs when I
was a kid than first communions or any other Christian ceremony.”

“You ended up in a good place, in Hollywood,” Schuck joked.
“What the hell?” Conan said laughing. “Tone it down, David. It’s not

true, there are no Jewish people in Hollywood. It’s all Mormons. It’s the
Mormons that control Hollywood.” 

Conan O’Brien talked to this New York rabbi about Judaism on his pod-
cast

Jan. 9, 2023 O’Brien asked Schuck if he wears anything outside of syn-
agogue that would identify him as a rabbi, or if Schuck can “go undercov-
er.” 

The rabbi replied that he does get recognized frequently, adding that
when he runs to the grocery store for some chips, he might then find him-
self “counseling somebody in aisle six around a cancer diagnosis.” 

“When I am not in New Rochelle or Westchester, I never tell people I am
a rabbi, ever,” Schuck said. 

Schuck told the New York Jewish Week that he
did not let his synagogue know in advance that he
would be on O’Brien’s podcast. 

“People were surprised, and they were excited to
hear us establish a sincere connection with one
another,” Schuck said. “In a strange way, people
were touched that Conan felt genuinely grateful for
the ways in which rabbis serve their communities.” 

On the podcat, O’ Brien riffed on New Rochelle,
saying that he grew up fantasizing about living
there because “The Dick Van Dyke Show” was set
in the upscale northern suburb of New York City. 

“If I could live in New Rochelle and be married
to Mary Tyler Moore and write comedy,” O’Brien
said. “Well, one of those came true.” 

The rabbi added that Conan is always welcome to
visit New Rochelle.

“I bet I could convince the mayor, Noam Bramson, to give him the key
to the city,” Schuck told the New York Jewish Week. “I make a mean
cholent if Conan wants to share a Shabbat meal with us. 

Otherwise, this will just go down as a thrilling opportunity to chat with
someone whom I admire.”
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Rabbi David Schuck of New Rochelle was a
guest on Conan O’Brien’s podcast on Dec.
29. (YouTube)

Conan O’Brien talked to this New York rabbi on his podcast

and immigrated to the United States as a young boy in
1939.

“The Chosen” (1981), Jan. 26 at 10 p.m. 
Many of the movies selected for this series unsur-

prisingly take place in Brooklyn, including this one based on Chaim
Potok’s 1967 novel set towards the end of World War II. It shows the con-
flict between different sects of Judaism by focusing on the friendship of two
Jewish teenagers — Reuven Malter (Barry Miller), who is Modern
Orthodox, and Danny Saunders (Robby Benson), who is Hasidic.

“Portnoy’s Complaint” (1972), Jan. 27 at 12 a.m. 
Richard Benjamin stars in this movie based on Philip Roth’s book, adapt-

ed and directed by Ernest Lehman. Though the novel — which is written as
a monologue from Alexander Portnoy to his psychoanalyst — turned Roth
into a celebrity author, the film adaptation was not critically or commer-
cially successful, especially when compared to another Roth adaptation
starring Benjamin: “Goodbye Columbus.”

“The Last Metro” (1980), Jan. 27 at 2 a.m. 
The other Holocaust movie in the series is also from France, and is one of

director French New Wave pioneer François Truffaut’s most commercially
successful films. The manager of a small theater company in Paris
(Catherine Deneuve) hides her Jewish husband (Gérard Depardieu) during
the Nazi occupation.

“Tevya” (1939), Jan. 27 at 4:15 a.m. 
The series closes with another take on Sholem Aleichem’s stories that

makes a nice bookend with “Fiddler on the Roof.” Adapted and directed by
Maurice Schwartz, who also stars in the titular role, the Yiddish film was
thought to be lost until a print was found in 1978. In 1991, it became the
first non-English film to be selected for preservation in the library of
Congress National Film Registry for its cultural significance. 

Movies 
( C o n t i n u e d
from page 12.)
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Chabad introduces chess program for kids
By MYRON LOVE

Chess has long been a passion in the
Marcus Family.  Transplanted New Yorker
Jeff Marcus notes that his late uncle, Murray
Schechter, was a grandmaster and his grand-
father, Fred Schechter (on his mother’s side)
enjoyed playing the game and would week-
ly go to one of the parks on the Lower East
Side to match his skills against opponents at
the outdoor chess venues.

“Every time, a grandmaster would come
and play off against up to 150 local players
simultaneously. My dad would participate,”
Marcus recalls.   “He never won but he
enjoyed the challenge.” 

Now, Marcus’ 11-year-old son, Leo, is showing a keen interest in fol-
lowing in the family avocation.   Leo is one of between 20 and 30 Grades
3-6 students who have signed up for the Lubavitch Centre’s new six-week
program, “Parsha and Pawns”.

“Before the Covid lockdowns, we ran a program called “Parsha and
Pucks”,” notes Rabbi Boruch Heidingsfeld.  “Now that we are opened
again, we decided to try something different.”

Jeff Marcus notes that Leo began to show an interest in chess a couple of
years ago.  “He has learned how the pieces move around the board but,

until now, he has only had me to play chess with.  It
will be good for him to be playing with other kids his
age, learning strategies and further developing his
skills.”

The proud father reports that several of Leo’s
friends and classmates – boys and girls – from the
Brock Corydon Hebrew Bilingual program also
enrolled in the program.

As well, Jeff Marcus notes, Leo had attended the
Lubavitch Centre’s pre-school program when he was
younger and has been able to reconnect with kids he
knew from there.

“Chess is a really good past time for learning how
to plan and to deal with unexpected contingencies,”
Jeff Marcus observes.

Rabbi Heidingsfeld adds that chess helps to sharpen the mind – “just like
learning Torah”.

“The kids learn a little about the upcoming parsha for the week, receive
a few minutes of instruction each  session from local experts and enthusi-
asts and get to play a few games with Jewish friends their age,”
Heidingsfeld points out.

The six-week program – which began on January 9, runs Mondays’ from
6:00 to 7:00 P.M.  A second session is being planned for the spring,
Heidingsfeld reports.

Rabbi Boruch Heidingsfeld instructing students

A Jewish guide to the Australian Open

The first major international sports tournament of the year is upon us, as
tennis stars from around the world descended upon Melbourne for the
Australian Open, which began Monday, January 16.

Before we get into this year’s tournament, we remember Jewish tennis
legend Dick Savitt, who died Jan. 6 at 95. Savitt won the 1951 Australian
Open and Wimbledon Grand Slams, becoming the first Jewish player to
win either tournament. May his memory be a blessing.

Now here are the Jewish stories to watch at the 2023 Grand Slam down
under:

Madison Brengle
The 32-year-old Delaware native is ranked 62nd in women’s singles and

looks to make it past the second round for the first time since 2016.

Taylor Fritz
Fritz does not identify as Jewish, but his maternal grandfather was

Jewish, and his great-great-grandfather was David May, the German-
Jewish immigrant who founded Macy’s. Fritz is the best player of this
bunch, entering the Australian Open as the 8th seed on the men’s side, with
a men’s singles world ranking of 9. Fritz made it to the fourth round last
year.

Camila Giorgi
The Italian star, who has said her favorite book is “The Diary of Anne

Frank,” is ranked 69th in women’s singles and reached the third round last
year.

Aslan Karatsev
Karatsev was born in Russia, but moved to Israel at 3 years old and has

said the country still feels like home. He’s currently ranked 52 in men’s sin-
gles, two years after reaching the semifinal in a Cinderella run in 2021.

Diego Schwartzman
Ranked 25th in men’s singles, Schwartzman got his start at his local

Jewish sports club in Argentina. He made it to the second round in last
year’s Australian Open.

Denis Shapovalov
Shapovalov, ranked 22nd in men’s singles, was born in Tel Aviv to a

Ukrainian Jewish mom and Russian Orthodox Christian dad. He often
wears a cross when he plays, but his mom considers him Jewish. He
reached the quarterfinal last year.

* One last Jewish tennis note:
Elina Svitolina, the Jewish
Ukrainian athlete who had taken a
break from playing due to the war in
her home country — and the birth of
her first child last fall — has
announced that she will return to
playing this year.

Diego Schwartzman
Denis Shapovalov

Elina Svitolina

Community/Sports news
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By MYRON LOVE

Five years ago, long time tech developer Matthew
Amihude, along with his business partner Simon  Fiore,
created a new app that has greatly simplified an impor-

tant part of real estate sales.
“I’ve been in the software business for more than 30 years,”

says the Chief Technology Officer of Forward Form
Solutions, creators of the new software “Fintracker.”

“I get three or four people a month approaching me with
ideas for new apps.  Generally, such apps are already available
on the App Store or Google Play.

“About five years ago, though,  a friend of mine who is in
real estate asked me about  creating a new compliance app for
realtors.

“The issue,” Amihude explains, “is that every time a realtor
is engaged by a client to buy or sell a piece of property – even in cases
where the transaction fails – the agent is required by law to identify the
clients and fill out forms reporting on the interaction.”

Before Fintracker’s app, realtors filled out the forms using pen and paper,
Amihude continues, a time –consuming process.  The new app automates
the process – quickly scanning the client’s ID, creates an elecronic record,
and relays the document to the agent’s office in seconds.

A major advantage of the Fintracker technology is that each client
receives a secure personalized ID.

“We have over 45,000 clients across Canada now and are growing  large-
ly by word of mouth,” Amihude reports.  “We just signed up four new bro-
kerage firms last month – each with 1,500-2,000 member agents.

“We have one or two competitors  in this field,” he adds, “but no one else
offers the full range of services that we do.”

The son of Avraham and Ethel Amihude got in on the computer business
on the ground floor, so to speak.  From a  young age, the Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate  graduate was fascinated by computers.  He recalls that he
bought his first computer almost 40 years ago with money he received for
his bar mitzvah.

“Growing up, I wasn’t thinking about a career in computer technology,”
he notes.  “At university, I was considering either medicine or dentistry.
Computers I still viewed as a hobby.”

On the side though, he was already operating a com-
puter consulting business with a partner that soon super-
seded his earlier career ambitions.

“This was in the late 80s and early 90s,” Amihude
recalls.  “We were helping people set up modems, show-
ing them how to use Netscape and email.  Before I knew
it, my hobby had become a full time business.”

The software wizard’s first official company – founded
in 1995 - was Web Wizards, a developer of software solu-
tions for a diverse base of customers and industries.

Along the way, Amihude added Keystone Assessment
Services serving the insurance industry – and Kavana
Health Inc., a health and wellness company that manu-
factures health and wellness products.

With the success of Fintracker though, Amihude decid-
ed to sell his majority share in Web Wizards. “I found that I was focusing
too much on the management side at Eeb Wizards,” he says.  “Whereas
what I really love to do is software development.  With Fintracker, I have
been able to get back to that again.”

(He still owns a minor stake in the company, but is no longer involved in
the day to day operations.)

With his previous company, he notes, he was working with a staff of 25
at its peak pre-Covid lockdown – and that staffing is still around 20.  At
Fintracker, by comparison, he has a complement of four – two developers
him, and a business partner who handle all the sales and marketing as well
as customer support.

“We are anticipating the need to add two more employees over the next
few months,” he reports.

While software development is Amihude’s career, the other great passion
for the father of four is basketball.  He is proud to report that the 1989
MHSAA (Manitoba High School Athletic Association) championship
JosephWolinsky Raiders team – of which he was a member – was induct-
ed into the Manitoba Basketball Hall of Fame last June.

Amihude adds that he also coached basketball at Gray Academy for a
time  - and he still plays basketball regularly on a weekly basis with the
same core group of friends he’s had for the past 35 years. 
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Community/Movie news

Jewish school system grad’s new app revolutionizes real estate industry

MATTHEW AMIHUDE

Jan. 13, 2023 (JTA) — British film-
maker Oliver Park isn’t Jewish, but he
does have a deep appreciation for the
Jewish roots of the horror genre that
informed his work on “The Offering,”
his feature debut as director about an
ancient demon set in a Hasidic enclave
in Brooklyn.“Jewish horror stories have
been around for thousands of years,”
Park told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency. “All of these fantastic and rich
stories come from this Jewish space.”

The first horror movie franchise, he
points out, centered on the Jewish
Golem monster and was produced in
the 1910s, years before “Nosferatu,”
the well-known silent vampire film
from 1922.

The legend of the Golem, said to have originated in 16th-century Prague,
has been credited with inspiring “Frankenstein.”

“Having been a lifelong fan, obsessed horror nut that I am, I’ve always
wanted to get into the Jewish space,” Park said.

The demon in “The Offering” is known as Abyzou. “She is this very, very
old ancient demon. For all we know, she could be Lilith herself,” Park said,
referring to a spirit of darkness and sexuality found in biblical and
Talmudic texts.

In the film, which hit theaters and on-demand platforms on Friday (the
13th), a young man (Nick Blood) brings his pregnant, non-Jewish fiancé
(Emily Weisman) to meet his long-estranged father (Allan Corduner), a
Hasidic man who works at a funeral home and morgue in Brooklyn. Long-
buried tensions are revealed and revisited, and there are several lines of
Yiddish dialogue.

The screenwriter and producer, Hank Hoffman, is the son of a rabbi and
has a background in Kabbalah, the Jewish mystical tradition. The main pro-
ducer, Jonathan “Yoni” Yunger, comes from a Jewish background as well.
Hoffman worked in a morgue for a time in his youth.

“Both of them immediately, their brains just exploded with ideas,” Park
said. The film was in the making for about six years. He called it “a pas-
sion project, and very much their baby.”

“The Offering” was shot in early 2021, with Bulgaria standing in for
Brooklyn, and the production was able to continue during a particularly
nasty stage of the pandemic. Park called the script “so rich with characters,

and so rich with horror, and mythology and ritu-
als, and the occult and esotericism, and all with-
in this beautiful Jewish community.”

There has been a boom in the Jewish-themed
horror realm in recent years. “The Vigil,” from
2020, took as its subject matter shemira, or the
Jewish ritual of watching over a dead body. “The
Unborn” was a dybbuk-themed horror movie
that came out in 2009 — featuring Gary Oldman
as a rabbi — and in 2021, a movie called
“Dybbuk” was made in India, in Hindi. That was
itself a remake of a 2017 film called “Ezra,”
which was made in Malayalam, an Indian lan-
guage, and involved an Indian Jewish protago-
nist.

“I’m so excited that in the last 30 or so years,
they’ve slowly trickled back through and we’re

seeing more and more of them now,” Park said of Jewish-themed horror
movies. “So I’m really hoping that there are many more terrifying and dis-
turbing tales that are inspired richly in Jewish folklore.

Lead actor Nick Blood may have a perfect name for horror — “I think
I’m destined to play Dracula one day,” he said — but he described himself
as not particularly an enthusiast of the genre. However, he told JTA that the
director and writers’ “passion for it convinced me straight away” to star in
the film.

Blood said he had some Zoom sessions with a Yiddish teacher in New
York, who helped him get words and pronunciations right. Some of the
spells and incantations used in the film were in Aramaic, a language with
which Hoffman, the screenwriter, is familiar.

“The Offering,” which premiered at festivals last year, comes from
Millennium Films, founded by the Israeli-American producer Avi Lerner.
Corduner, who plays the father, was raised Jewish, as was actor Paul Kaye
(who played Thoros of Myr on “Game of Thrones”), actor Daniel Ben-
Zenou and several background actors in the film.

Park and Blood both said that the Coen brothers’ “A Serious Man” was
frequently cited in the production of “The Offering,” and not only because
of a scene in which a Kabbalah passage appears inside a dead body —
much like the Hebrew passage engraved on a dental patient’s teeth in the
Coens’ very Jewish movie. In the opening scene of “A Serious Man,” a pos-
sible dybbuk appears in a 19th-century shtetl.

“There was an enormous amount of inspiration taken from that film,”
Park said.

In ‘The Offering,’ the latest Yiddish-inflected horror movie, a Jewish spirit haunts Hasidic Brooklyn

Set in a Hasidic enclave in Brooklyn, “The Offering” is
the newest film in the long history of Jewish horror
films. (Millennium Films)
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HARVEY ROSEN 
November 22, 1939 – December 22, 2022

After a brief illness and
a prolonged battle with
dementia, Harvey Rosen
passed away peacefully
on December 22, 2022.
He is survived by his
children, Pam and Kevin
(Judi); his grandchildren,
Stella, Jakob, and Emery;
and his sister, Beverly
Binder. He was
predeceased by his
parents, Morris and Sarah
Rosen, and his brother-in-

law, Bernard Binder. 
Harvey was born in Portage la Prairie and moved

to Winnipeg at the age of five. He grew up in
Winnipeg’s north end, where he attended Luxton
School and later graduated from St John’s High. He
attended United College as well as University of
Manitoba before embarking on a 33-year career as a
full-time schoolteacher. That journey began in
Carmen, then Winnipeg at Isaac Newton School
followed by Andrew Mynarski School. Harvey
taught junior high English, French, social studies and
consumer education. He also coached the Andrew
Mynarski boys’ baseball teams to tournament
victories on multiple occasions.

Though teaching was his full-time gig, many
people knew him for his side hustles: as a sports
reporter for the Canadian Press covering the Jets,
Blue Bombers, Moose, and other matches. And of
course, as the weekly sports columnist for the
Winnipeg Jewish Post, covering the achievements of
local and non-local Jewish athletes for more than 40
years. Though Harvey retired from teaching in 1995,
he continued his sports writing until dementia began
to steal it from him in 2018. He loved watching and
discussing all sports — so his part-time career was a
dream come true.

As a family man, he was in a word: devoted.
Harvey was a loving and affectionate father who,
despite a busy schedule, made sure to spend time
with his kids. He loved them dearly, had a close
relationship with his sister Beverly, was married to
Judy Goodman for 26 years, and later committed
himself to long-term relationships with two
subsequent partners. 

Harvey was a mensch: a kind and decent human
being. He was a truly empathetic person who took a
keen interest in others. He was incredibly
appreciative and grateful for everything he received.
He often said, in reference to his family, that he felt
like he won the lottery of life. He marked every
family milestone with a generous gift and a
beautifully heartfelt handwritten card.

Harvey had a great sense of humour and a singular
way with words. His jokes were steeped in wry
commentary, tongue-in-cheek observations, self-
deprecation, and a playfulness that he retained until
the very end. 

When the onset of dementia became evident,
Harvey moved first to an assisted-living facility and
eventually to the Simkin Centre, where he resided
since May 2022.

A funeral service and burial took place on
December 26, 2022. 

Harvey is dearly missed and fondly remembered
by his children and grandchildren, friends, past
partners, former colleagues, and extended relations,
as well as the thousands of students and readers he
inspired throughout his longstanding twin careers:
school teaching and sports writing. 

Memorial donations can be made to the
Alzheimer’s Society.

DOREEN BROWNSTONE, O.M.
Doreen Brownstone

passed away peacefully at
Riverview Health Centre
on Friday, December 16,
2022. Doreen was prede-
ceased by her parents,
Jessie and Mark Stein, her
sister, Laura Hoffman, her
sons Michael and Jonny,
and her daughter Sheila.
She is survived by her
grandsons Cole
Brownstone and Kyle

Reese Wunder, by her special “surrogate daughter”
Patricia Hunter and her family—Zaz, Abbie, and
Adele Bajon—and by her extensive “theatre family”.
Funeral services were held graveside at Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery on Sunday, December 18; pallbear-
ers were Susanna Portnoy, John Bluethner, Harry
Nelken, Mariam Bernstein, Daniel Thau Eleff and
John Myers; honourary pallbearers were Joanie
Sheps and Heather Pullan.

Doreen was born in Leeds, England, on September
28, 1922, and had a very happy childhood, describ-
ing herself as a tomboy and a show-off. She was no
slouch academically, though, and won a scholarship
to the prestigious Roundhay School for Girls, which
was a great source of pride for her and her family.
Doreen’s father was a tailor and was able to save
money by making her school uniforms himself,
which she wore with pride. As Doreen would often
say as she shared her fond memories from her
schooldays, “that school changed my life”. At 100
years old, she could still recite poetry she had
learned in school, and if you spoke to her in French,
she would proudly respond en français. And, impor-
tantly, it was there she learned to swim, earning
many awards.

At the age of 19, inspired by the words of Winston
Churchill (she could still dramatically recite most of
his speech), Doreen enlisted in the Royal Air Force.
She was very proud of her service and remembered
it fondly; it taught her discipline and responsibility
and felt like being ‘back at school’.  She was on the
RAF Halton swim team, competing with other sta-
tions. The RAF was also where she was introduced
to acting when the division padre informed her that
she had been cast in a play: “The rest is history”.

Doreen met Canadian Billy Brownstone during the
war, married him in 1945 and immigrated to
Winnipeg in 1946 where their three children were
born. In Winnipeg, she joined the YMHA (Theatre)
Players and was active in other amateur theatre
groups where she first encountered John Hirsch as
both drama teacher and director (as Doreen said, “He
was our Theatre School”). 

In 1957, when Hirsch and Tom Hendry founded
the semi-professional Theatre 77, they included
Doreen in the company. In 1958, Theatre 77 merged
with Winnipeg Little Theatre, with Hirsch as artistic
director and Hendry as business manager, to become
the Manitoba Theatre Centre. Hirsch cast Doreen in
MTC’s first professional production—A Hatful of
Rain opposite Canadian actor Gordon Pinsent—and
thus began her 60-year career as a professional actor,
working for every professional theatre company in
the city and for many across the country. She acted
in over 100 plays, including a touring production of
Driving Miss Daisy at the age of 83, the role of Yenta
in Fiddler on the Roof seven (or was it nine?!) times,
the last one a Yiddish production at  the age of 89,
and in Vigil at Prairie Theatre Exchange in 2013 at
the age of 92 where she shamelessly showed off her
agility by energetically doing toe touches on stage.
The oldest working actor in Canada, she continued to
do play readings and some film work. At 95, she
appeared in the television series Channel Zero with
actor Rutger Hauer.

Alongside her illustrious acting career, Doreen was
also the beloved “Mrs. Brownstone, my swimming
teacher”. Doreen maintained a forty-year career as a
swimming instructor, teaching two and three genera-
tions of families to swim. She was known as Doreen,
the actor, and Mrs. Brownstone, the swimming
teacher to her legions of fans from both careers. It
was impossible to go on an outing with Doreen and
not get stopped a good many times by audience
members who wanted to tell her how much they
enjoyed a particular performance or by generations
of kids who proudly recall her teaching them to
swim. 

Doreen always expressed how extremely lucky
and blessed she was to do the two things she
absolutely loved: acting and swimming. Doreen’s
passion and vitality on stage and at the pool were a
testament to her amazing dedication and creativity.
She attributed her lifelong fitness to her years of

swimming, and the mental sharpness she maintained
up to the age of 100 years to her acting.

Doreen connected with so many and forged life-
long bonds with friends in her Pan card game group,
her Taylor Avenue friends, swimming teachers and
students alike, and her doting “theatre family”. In
later years, these friends and her new Shaftesbury
friends would meet at Doreen’s celebrated coffee
klatch gatherings on Friday afternoons in the
Shaftesbury Coffee Bistro. In winter, many of us
came proudly wearing the colourful knitted hats she
had made for us. She would hold court, looking
classy with one of her signature pashminas draped
over her shoulders. 

Doreen always supported her fellow artists in
times of joy and was there with a sympathetic ear
and loving hugs in difficult times. She was a faithful
friend and colleague and always made a point of see-
ing others’ work, taking special pleasure in their
accomplishments.

Doreen was awarded Lifetime Achievement
Awards from ACTRA, The Canadian Actor’s Equity
Association, the Winnipeg Arts Council, and the
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre. In 2017 she was awarded
the Order of Manitoba. She really got a kick out of
seeing the letters O.M. after her name! She also
received the Nellie McClung Foundation Trailblazer
Award in 2021.

Doreen felt each day she was given was a gift. Her
faith was a comfort and helped her through her many
challenges in life. Doreen’s exuberance, chutzpah,
joie de vivre, determination, generosity, and love
fuelled and filled her long rich life. She is held in
unparalleled esteem by all who knew her.

Doreen Brownstone, the Grande Dame of
Winnipeg Theatre, has taken her final curtain call but
will continue to be an inspiration to us all.

Doreen’s “theatre family” would like to thank the
staff at Shaftesbury Park and at the Riverview
Palliative Care Unit for their care and kindness, the
Kenaston Superstore Pharmacy team, and a special
thanks to her GP Dr. Kristen Creek for her exem-
plary, attentive care. Thanks also to all the friends
and relatives, young and old, who spent time with
Doreen. Their love, friendship and conversation
meant the world to Our Doreen. Finally, thank you to
our extended “theatre family”. There were so many
of us who could be called upon to take Doreen to
appointments, sit with her during a hospital stay, or
just visit, who could be counted on in times of need,
or pull together to fête Doreen, decorating the room
in her favourite colours of pink and purple, the last
time on September 28 for her 100th birthday. It takes
a village and we have been so lucky to have ours.
Special thanks to Stefanie Wiens and Angus Kohm
for going above and beyond, taking care of many of
Doreen’s needs. Stefanie’s medical knowledge and
caregiving meant that everyone could rest easy
knowing she was in capable and loving hands.

“In mind a constant thought, in heart a silent tear.”
Donations in Doreen Brownstone’s memory may

be made to Jewish Child and Family Services,
The Actors Fund of Canada, or a charity of your

choice.
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TOBY SCHNOOR
December 31, 1927 – December 19, 2022

It is with great sadness
that we announce the
passing of our beloved
husband, father and
grandfather, Toby
Schnoor, on December
19, 2022, just short of his
95th birthday.

Toby is survived by his
wife, Ray, after almost 71
years of loving marriage.
He is also survived by his

children, Jeffrey Schnoor (Bruce) and Carla Nepon
(Jack), and his grandchildren, Taryn and David
Nepon.  He was predeceased by his parents, Fred and
Anne Schnoor, and his younger brother, Jack
Schnoor.

Toby inherited his father’s sense of humour; he
loved to play and watch sports (especially the New
York Yankees) and was keenly interested in politics.
He was a man of few, but well chosen, words.  Above
all, Toby was devoted to his family.  He loved his
wife and family with all his heart and took special
pride and joy in his children and grandchildren.  He
was the rock on which his immediate – and his
extended – family depended: he was a source of
knowledge and wisdom and a link to the past and
those we have lost.  He leaves a gap that cannot be
filled and memories that we will cherish forever.

A graveside funeral was held at the Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery on December 22, 2022.  Pallbearers were
Jeffrey Schnoor, Jack Nepon, David Nepon, Randal
Schnoor, Shea Schnoor and Neil Stern.  The family
is grateful to Cantor Tracy Kasner who led the ser-
vice and shared the family’s memories and grief.
The kindness of family and friends has been a great
comfort.

We love you always, Dad, and miss you terribly.
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Jan. 13, 2023 (JTA) — Speaking to the media in the United
States before and after his latest election as Israel’s prime min-
ister, Benjamin Netanyahu reassured American Jews and other
supporters of Israel that their widely expressed fears of the
undemocratic nature of the new Israeli governing coalition
were overblown and would not in fact come to pass.

Netanyahu told the New York Times that he was still at least
notionally committed to a peace deal with the Palestinians and
told journalist Bari Weiss that policy would be determined by
him, and not cabinet ministers like the self-described “proud
homophobe” Bezalel Smotrich and convicted criminal Itamar
Ben-Gvir, or the haredi Orthodox parties.

Then he returned to Israel, and promptly tweeted, “These are
the basic lines of the national government headed by me: The
Jewish people have an exclusive and indisputable right to all
areas of the Land of Israel. The government will promote and
develop settlement in all parts of the Land of Israel — in the
Galilee, the Negev, the Golan, Judea and Samaria.” Netanyahu
was asserting absolute Jewish sovereignty over the entirety of
the West Bank, with no room for Palestinian statehood — as
those politicians want and as his many American Jewish critics
feared he would do.

That last tweet, despite reflecting the official position of
Netanyahu’s newly inaugurated government, did not attract
nearly as much attention in U.S. media as Netanyahu’s previ-
ous press tour. Because unlike Netanyahu’s fluent English-lan-
guage interviews with numerous American press organiza-
tions, this tweet was in Hebrew — a language in which only
22% of American Jews possess an even minimal degree of flu-
ency.
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Opinion

Learning Hebrew brought me closer to Judaism —
and alienated me from Israel
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political assumption: that if more
American Jews learned to read and
speak Hebrew, we would feel more
closely linked to Israel and
reverse the declining support for
Israel among young American
Jews.

There’s even a claim that
American Jews do not have the
right to criticize Israel without
being able to follow Israeli political
discussions in the original lan-
guage. Daniel Gordis, of Shalem
College in Jerusalem, complained
that left-wing American Jewish
journalist Peter Beinart should not
be taken seriously as a commenta-
tor on Israeli affairs, as Beinart
apparently “cannot read those
[Hebrew] newspapers or Israeli lit-
erature until it is translated.” 

The assumption is clear: If
American Jews do not know
Hebrew, we cannot be connected to
the state of Israel, nor can we truly
understand the Israeli politics we
might wish to opine about. If we
learned Hebrew, one Israeli-
American advocate wrote, we
would “be more united and support
Israel in spectacular ways.”

Except that in my case, the exact
opposite happened. As I learned
more Hebrew, I saw how Israeli
Jewish politicians often spoke in
different terms in English and in
Hebrew, tailoring their appeals for
different audiences. Netanyahu’s
recent sojourn to the United States
is only one example. Take Ayelet
Shaked, who sounded moderate
notes to English-speaking audi-
ences on a trip to Britain, while also
telling Hebrew audiences that the
“Jewish” character of Israel should
supersede the notion of “equality.”

Of course, there’s nothing inher-
ently wrong with code-switching.
Politicians of all kinds do that. But
the fact that some Israeli politicians
think they have to sound more mod-
erate in English than in Hebrew is
telling. And when I opened myself
up to what some Israeli politicians
say in Hebrew, such as when
Netanyahu falsely spread allega-
tions of Arabs stealing votes in the
last Israeli elections, something he
did in Hebrew and not in English,
or when new coalition partner
Itamar Ben-Gvir put up a billboard
reading, “May our enemies be
gone” in Hebrew next to the pic-
tures of three Israeli left-wing
politicians, two Palestinian and one
Jewish, it opened my eyes to a lot of
aspects of Israeli politics that some
American Jews would rather not
hear.

So yes, it would be good for more
American Jews to learn Hebrew. It
would be a positive step for more
American Jews to engage more
heavily with Jewish culture and his-
tory. I certainly have no regrets
about my time spent studying
Hebrew.

But we should be honest about
what the effects of that Hebrew lan-
guage education would be. It might
not be to simply make more
American Jews “defend Israel”

Like many non-Orthodox
American Jews, I was once one of
those other 78%. I was brought up
attending a Reform synagogue, and
I learned how to read enough
Hebrew phonetically to have a bar
mitzvah ceremony, reciting my
Torah portion by rote memoriza-
tion. I learned the aleph bet, and a
few basic words here and there, but
not much more. If I read Torah or
Talmud at all, it was entirely in
English translation.

But unlike many non-Orthodox
American Jews, I became interested
in learning Hebrew as an adult, as
part of a broader interest in learning
more about Jewish history, and I
enrolled in courses starting in col-
lege to study Biblical, Mishnaic and
modern Hebrew. Eventually, after
years of study, I enrolled in a doc-
toral program in Jewish history at
the University of Chicago, where I
had to pass a rigorous Hebrew pro-
ficiency exam as a prerequisite to
advance to doctoral candidacy sta-
tus.

In many ways, this should have
made me an ideal American Jew.
After all, numerous commentators
have opined on the need for more
American Jews to learn Hebrew, to
bring us closer to both Israeli
Jewish culture and to Jewish histo-
ry as a whole. As one Israeli educa-
tor stated, “Once you have Hebrew,
all Israeli culture can be injected
into your life.”

A wide array of American Jewish
philanthropists and charities have
identified funding Hebrew lan-
guage education for American Jews
as a priority. They should see some-
one like me — who went from
knowing barely enough Hebrew to
get through my bar mitzvah to now
reading Haaretz each day in
Hebrew — as a success story.

Except that this call for more
American Jews to learn Hebrew
often comes with an embedded



When I was a little girl growing up in
Winnipeg, Canada, children of all ages would
flock to our house to play not only with me but
with my father.  My dad was everyone’s play-
mate; always  available to offer advice and teach
the boys and girls of Burrin Avenue how to
swing a bat, throw a ball,  play badminton, ten-
nis, soccer, golf, volleyball and football.  Our
front and back yard had every imaginable piece

of sports equipment.    Boxing gloves and our ping
pong table were kept in the basement and used primarily during the cold
winter months. 

We were never at a loss of something to do.  Those were the days when
children were safe playing in  the streets and when fun consisted of healthy
outlets. It was unimaginable for the children to remain indoors, unless of
course they were doing homework, eating or sleeping.

When I was 3 years old I began taking figure skating, dancing lessens and
piano.  I think that I first held a tennis racket at age 5.   As the years went
by, it became clear to everyone that I was not going to be a champion
skater, ballerina or Mozart.  My father bought me my own tennis racket
when I was 11.  He would take me to the school yard where I would prac-
tice hitting balls up against a brick wall nearly every day after school.
Those were the days before indoor courts and private tennis clubs. 

One day my father decided that I was ready to begin play on a real court.
We  found a public court, but unfortunately, I could barely hit a ball.  My
backhand was worse than my forehand and my serve was a disgrace.  We
called it a day and went to lunch and happened to notice on the sports page
of our local newspaper that the Manitoba Junior Tennis Championship was
beginning that very day.  I convinced my dad to drive to the city park so
that I could enter the tournament.  Considering my morning play, the idea
seemed preposterous. 

When we arrived the tournament directors told us that we had  missed the
deadline and that it would be impossible to put me in the draw.  I’m not sure
how we managed to convince them otherwise, but they  finally agreed that
I could play.  Perhaps they felt sorry for me.  Or maybe because I was an
unknown, they believed that allowing a young child to play one round
would not disrupt the projected  outcome of the tournament.  Whatever it
was- I was in!

Within a short time I heard someone call my name.  I met my opponent
Cynthia who was experienced and who was the current 12 and under
Manitoba Junior champion.  We shook hands and headed for the court.  My
dad sat court side and watched the match, hoping for the best.   I’m not
exactly sure what happened, but  the tennis gods were kind to me and I
couldn’t miss a shot.

My serve was powerful and my ground strokes were impeccable.  The
match went on for a long time. Finally it was match point.  Cynthia slipped
on a backhand shot.  I took advantage of her misfortune and put away the
ball for a winner.  I could hardly believe what had happened and neither
could Cynthia or the crowd.

My father was beaming proudly and had a big smile on his face He
reminded me of one of life’s eternal lessons that still governs my life and
work today. ...Never give up. Anything is possible.  Be willing
to change your mindset and strategy.  Stay in the Game.
Play out the points.   Negotiate for what you want.

I ended up winning the tournament and it was the beginning of a very
successful and fun tennis life, which I continue to enjoy today.  I won
numerous provincial and Western Canadian championships and achieved a
#10 ranking in Canada as a junior. I traveled extensively throughout
Canada, playing in various tournaments throughout the country.  I made
many friends and learned the important lessons of winning and losing.

My first tennis tournament and my father’s words of wisdom of ‘never
giving up’ have always stayed with me through good and bad times.  I bring
this philosophy into my private practice, because I know that having a good
coach, can and does equal great success.

Never give up on your dreams.  They can become a reality.  Even if you
can’t hit a ball or are down in  life, don’t let anyone or anything stand in
your way!  Remember to say NO to the naysayers who try to steal your joy.
If you need to, seek out good coaches to help make your dreams a reality.

It’s Spring and time for new beginnings.  By the way, I’m playing the
best tennis of my life thanks to the pros at Sportime and the East Hampton
Tennis Club.

Beatty Cohan, MSW, LCSW, AASECT is a nationally recognized psy-
chotherapist, sex therapist, author of For Better for Worse Forever:
Discover the Path to Lasting Love, national speaker, columnist, national
radio and television expert guest and host of THE ASK BEATTY SHOW,
which airs every Monday afternoon from 3-4 p.m. on the Progressive
Radio Network.  She has a private practice in New York City and East
Hampton.

Beatty would love to hear from you and welcomes your questions and
comments.  Email her at BeattyCohan.msw@gmail.com or visit
BeattyCohan.com for more information.
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Advice

BEATTY COHEN

By

ADVICE

Life lessons that I learned from my father

Most people experience a great deal of pain and loneliness after a
divorce, death of a spouse or end of a significant relationship.  It’s one of
the most unsettling times in a person’s life and it’s perfectly understandable
to want to fall in love again.  However, in our haste to feel wanted and
needed and desired, we need to think about the consequences of starting a
relationship with a married man or woman.

STATISTICS
Current research indicates that both men and women are almost equal-

ly likely to cheat on their partner, a statistic that used to heavily favor men
in the past.

• About 15-20% of married couples cheat.  The rate of cheating
increases with age for both married men and married women.
• 13% of women and 20% of men admitted to having sex with some-
one who is not their spouse while married.
• What’s new, is that there has been a 40% increase in the number of
women cheating.
• Men are 3x’s more likely to use dating sites and apps for casual sex
• 1 in every 6 people in dating apps are using the app to cheat on their
partner.
• Most people who cheat have been married for 20-30 years and are
between the age of 50 and 60
• More that 50% of cheating spouses, both men and women say they
confessed to their spouse about their affair.
• Men are more likely to report cheating on their spouse multiple
times.
• Married men are about 25% more likely to report having one-night
stands than women.
• Married women report their highest rate of infidelity in their 60s. 
• According to the American Psychological Association (APA), infi-
delity in the United States accounted for 20-40% of divorces.
• People who are under 30 and over 70 were least likely to divorce
after an affair, compared to those in their 50s and 60s 

Dear Beatty,
I am a 59 years old professional, attractive, affluent, divorcee with grown

children. My ex- husband was a serial cheater, who broke my heart over
and over again throughout our 25 year marriage. He left me 4 years ago for
his long-term girlfriend.  Last month I met Bob, a married man, on an
online dating site.  We emailed and spoke on the phone on an almost daily
basis and when we finally met in person, we both felt a very strong emo-
tional and physical connection.  He told me that although he has been
unhappy with his marriage for many years, he has no plans to divorce his
wife and disrupt his children’s life.  He said that as long as I could accept
this situation, that he was committed to having a relationship with me.  I
know that this is not the best way to begin a relationship.  However, I am
very attracted to him and I am leaning toward accepting this arrangement
on his terms. Do you think that this could possibly work for me.
ANNA B.
Sag Harbor, NY

Dear Anna,
I’m sorry to rain on your parade.  HOWEVER—you’ve already lived

with a serial cheater who broke your heart over and over again.  Why do
you believe that this arrangement could possibly be in your best interest?
The only person who I see benefiting from this is Bob.  He continues to
live with his wife and children, without disrupting his life AND he has a
mistress on the side.  It’s a win/win situation for him and a very dicey
predicament for you. How do you imagine this relationship playing out?
Would you be able to go out with him in public and socialize with friends?
Probably not, since you both live in the same community and know many
of the same people.  Are you willing to spend your time with him hidden
away in a hotel or at your home?  Try and think about what this reality
would be  for you - knowing that his wife and children are really his num-
ber one priority. He has made that very clear to you. It also is very clear
that you are repeating history with a man who is a cheater, who is neither
committed to you or his wife.  It’s all about him as it was with your ex hus-
band. 

For 25 years you enabled a man who hurt you and betrayed you.  Why
do you think that you put up with that sort of disrespect and abuse?
Haven’t you been hurt enough?   Why would you want to put yourself in a
similar situation where ultimately you will be the one to be hurt?  A good
therapeutic experience would enable you to see and deal with some of your
issues, including your lack of self-esteem.  Do you not feel that you
deserve better?  Do you not want to be your partner’s number one priori-
ty?  Why settle for crumbs? Why repeat history?  Do you not feel that you
are worthy of love, respect, fidelity and commitment?  These and many
other possible issues need to be looked at and addressed.  I would like you
to consider them seriously before agreeing to put yourself into another very
risky and self-destructive situation.   Please let me know if I can be of help.
BEATTY

Are you willing to live with a cheater?



Winnipeg has
turned out some
remarkable peo-
ple, particularly
in the arts, and
nowhere is that
statement more
accurate than in
the case of

Judith Weisz Woodsworth. This woman, a
product of Winnipeg’s famous north end,
just recently was the recipient of the 2022
Governor General’s Literary Award for
French to English translation for her work
on the book  “History of The Jews in
Quebec.” This was a major achievement and in so
many ways, reaching this status boggles the mind.

Judith’s mother’s family is from Budapest while
her father’s family comes from eastern Hungary,
close to the area where prominent Hasidim
reigned. The Weisz side of the family produced 11
children and a couple of them, including Judith’s
uncle, Eugene Weis,  later sponsored Judith’s
family’s immigration to Canada. 

Baby Judith arrived in Canada with her family
in 1949. She grew up at first on Manitoba Avenue
near Salter. Does it get more north end than that?
She initially attended the Sholem Aleichem
kindergarten and then a public school nearby. Her
memories are rich with her time spent at the then
Tiferes Israel Synagogue. 

The Weisz family eventually made their way to
Garden City where Judith graduated from Garden
City Collegiate. At that school, Judith was
inspired by the principal, Robert ( Bobby) Bend,
to broaden her horizon and apply to McGill
University. And with that push, off she went at
age 17.  Although her parents were devastated to
see her leave, they were very supportive, as were
her close friends, former Winnipeggers, Carol
Novak (now Sevitt) and Nelson Wiseman, who
were on hand to say goodbye at the CNR train sta-
tion. 

Judith attributes her growing up in the multilin-
gual and multicultural north end of Winnipeg as
being a significant influence in her life and the
direction she ended up taking. Born in Paris, she
explains she also  had a romanticized view of
France, where her parents had spent a few years
prior to coming to Canada. 

Thus, moving to Montreal seemed both exciting
and natural. At McGill, she enrolled in literature
and philosophy, soon specializing in French liter-
ature. She graduated with a BA and then spent a
year studying in France - which led to further
studies in foreign languages and cultures.  She
became a translator by chance, taking on contracts
when she was a graduate student. It was not long
before she was hired by the Canadian government
to work as a translator for National Defence head-
quarters in Ottawa. 

With a PhD  in hand, combined with her track
record with the government, Judith was hired to
teach translation at Montreal’s Concordia
University. It was there that JWW had a long and
extensive career teaching, writing and then serv-
ing in a variety of administrative positions. Her
administrative duties landed her a job as a Vice -
President at Mount St. Vincent University in
Halifax. While in Halifax, Judith was asked to be
on the board of Pier 21 and, during her tenure on
that board, she was part of the official opening of
the immigration museum in June, 1999, precisely
50 years after her very own family first set foot in
Canada in Halifax. My best guess is that there are
few people who can make that claim. 

After her stint in Nova Scotia, Judith worked for
six years as president of Laurentian University in
Sudbury, in Northern Ontario. Following that gig

came an even big-
ger assignment, as
she was invited to
become the presi-
dent of Concordia
University in
Montreal. That was
quite a journey from
her modest begin-
nings and departure
from the Winnipeg
train station. And
then, to round out

her life work, she
returned to her

position as a professor in the French department
at Concordia where she spent her final 10 years
until retirement in May,2022. Now, that’s  a
career!

In the course of her work, JWW travelled to
nearly 50 countries and she developed friend-
ships around the world in diverse circles.  She
was married to the late Patrick Woodsworth and
for those who wonder, yes, Patrick was the
grand-nephew of the famous J.S. Woodsworth.
Judith is now married to another former
Winnipegger, Lindsay Crysler, originally from
Saskatchewan, who came to Winnipeg to work
as a journalist for the Winnipeg Tribune.

But surely the crowning moment for Judith
Weisz Woodsworth might well have been her
monumental effort to translate a book so closely
connected to her heritage, the 400-year-old story
of the Jews in Quebec. This was a 500-page
book and she worked at it feverishly for several
hours each day for
around a year. The
joy in the completion
of that work was
huge, but the cherry
on the sundae was
being a recipient of
the very prestigious
Governor General
Literary Award. 

These awards cele-
brate literature and
inspire the public to
read books by
Canadian creators. I
quote the comment
made by the peer
assessment commit-
tee. “ Her flawless
translation […] repli-
cates the engaging
style of the original
with enthusiasm and
rigor. Weisz
Woodsworth fully
captures the scholar-
ly but compelling
prose of the essential
overview. Her trans-
lation of the exten-
sive documentation
is equally master-
ful.” All this, from a
girl whose family
arrived here with
very little and who
came from the
depths of Winnipeg’s
north end, speaks
volumes about Judith
Weisz Woodsworth
and that sentence
needs no translation. 
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Gerry Posner

The Judith Weisz Woodsworth way with words
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, 
University Of Manitoba.

Yiddish explanation
Vacation is a good time to reread loved books. “The

Glatstein Chronicles” is one of such books. In the sum-
mer of 1934, the Yiddish poet Jacob Glatstein went
home to Poland to visit his dying mother. The result
were two excellent semi-autobiographical novels
“When Yash Set Away” and “When Yash Arrived”.
Upon returning home to New-York, Yash (Yankev
Glatstein’s alter-ego) pays homage to the dying Jewish
community  of Poland. He brings its memory back in
his suitcase. Happy New Year!

Jewish Radio Hour
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour Sundays 1:30 -

2:30 PM  at CKJS 92.7 FM or online at ckjs.com
On January 15th you will hear The Maxwell Street

Klezmer Band and Michael Alpert.
On January 22nd  you will hear Gerry Posner’s con-

versation with Allan Novak, a Gemini Award winning
media creator, director and producer. Rochelle Zucker
will be the host on January 29th. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast
website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg

Massive trove of prewar Jewish
artifacts unearthed by 

construction workers in Poland
Jan. 9, 2023 (JTA) — Construction workers reno-

vating an old tenement house in Lodz, Poland,
unearthed a surprising find: an untouched cache of
hundreds of Jewish artifacts believed to have been hid-
den in advance of the Nazi occupation of the city.

The trove — which included menorahs, kiddush and
ritual washing cups and items from everyday life, all
wrapped carefully in newspaper — was buried next to
a building just beyond the ghetto in which Lodz’s Jews
were imprisoned during the Holocaust. Only about
10,000 Lodz Jews survived until the end of the war,
out of a prewar population of about 230,000. 

“A find like this comes along once in a decade,”
Adam Pustelnik, the vice mayor of Lodz, said in a
tweet. 

“The discovery is remarkable, especially the quanti-
ty. These are extremely valuable, historic items that
testify to the history of the inhabitants of this build-
ing,” said Agnieszka Kowalewska-Wójcik, director of
the Board of Municipal Investments in Łódź, accord-
ing to Polish media.  She said the artifacts are being
transferred to the city’s archaeological museum,
adding, “I hope a special, generally accessible exhibi-
tion will be prepared.”

Before World War II, Lodz, one of Poland’s major
industrial centers, was one of the largest Jewish com-
munities in Europe, numbering over 230,000 or 31%
of the city. Almost all of them were killed by the Nazis
during their occupation of the city from 1939 to 1945. 

“For us archaeologists, such unusual finds are a chal-
lenge, but also a great joy. I don’t remember the last
time such treasures were unearthed in Łódź.”  said
Bartłomiej Gwóźdź, a local archaeologist. “At the
moment, each item is carefully cleaned so that nothing
is damaged, broken or destroyed.”

Two of the discovered menorahs were lit during
Hanukkah celebrations this year by Lodz’s Jewish
community, whose offices happen to be on the other
side of the block from the building on Północna street,
where the trove was discovered.

The trove is not the first notable Jewish relic to be
unearthed in Lodz. In 2018, workers excavating a
building that was inside the Jewish ghetto uncovered
what researchers concluded was a bloody prayer shawl
that had been left behind during a 1940 pogrom, when
the Nazis attacked Jews who had gathered to pray on
Yom Kippur.



I
n December, as I
was running up a
steep hill in the bit-

ter Calgary cold, which
is not as bitter as the
Winnipeg cold, I was
cursing myself for not
having covered my
brilliant head with a

woollen scarf.
Wearing my 1916 prairie costume, underneath

a 25 year-old sheep skin coat that now passes for
historic, I scaled the hill at Heritage Park while
worrying I might suffer a heart attack triggered
by too much vigorous movement in the frigid
cold. The angle of the hill dropped down and my
brisk pace turned into a slow, penguin-like wad-
dle to steady myself on the ice.

My eyes looked up and facing me, as if on the
palm of my hand, was a scene from another time.
The sun danced on the dazzling, white snow and
in the near distance, across the railroad tracks,
stood a little, yellow false-front building, once
called the Montefiore Institute, framed by naked,
trembling trees, and where I was headed. A horse-
drawn wagon turned the corner and slowly
crossed along the path. Not being satisfied with
just savouring the moment, I grabbed my phone.
An image emerged on my screen, worthy of a
cozy children’s book, or a William Kurelek paint-
ing. 

My vision was prescient. 
That afternoon, on my volunteer shift as an

interpreter, in the kitchen of the Montefiore
Institute, which also served as the cheder, I looked through the sideboard
buffet that housed a small library. I was searching for a Hanukkah story to
read to the children when my eyes rested on, Jewish Life in Canada, by
William Kurelek and Abraham Arnold. 

I flipped the pages of this old book and even though I was familiar with
Kurelek’s work, I suddenly could see that the artist’s paintings depicting
early Canadian Jewish life looked an awful lot like us, the costumed inter-
preters bringing Jewish life, to life, to the guests visiting the restored 1916
prairie synagogue. I was momentarily confused, was I a subject of a
William Kurelek painting that had magically come alive? 

Not wanting the other interpreters to think I am some kind of a book thief
(which, of course, I am!) I announced, loudly, that I will be borrowing the
book to write my latest story about an out-of-print book — Bernie didn’t
know this yet — with promises to return it.

At home, I read the book. Divided into two parts, the first half being the
works of William Kurelek (1927-1977), with his own writings about each
painting, and the second by, Abraham Arnold (1922-2011) — who served
as the founding Executive Director of the Jewish Historical Society of
Western Canada — and who contributed a series of essays about various
aspects of Jewish life, that read more like a text book.

Kurelek credits “the two Abes of Winnipeg” — Arnold and Abe Schwartz
— in his introduction for giving him the support he needed to bring the
book project to life.

Kurelek recounts how, in 1973, the idea for the book emerged and was
meant as an expression of thanks to the Jewish community for his success
as an artist. It was Winnipeg-native, Avrom Isaacs (1926-2016), who first
discovered the artist and took the risk of exhibiting his work, a break
Kurelek desperately needed having for ten years tried “in vain on my own
for recognition.” Isaacs gave Kurelek two opening nights, the first being
sponsored by a Jewish women’s organization (he doesn’t say which one)
that also bought a few of his pieces. He states that in fact his first art
patrons were Jewish and only later, “followed by those of British origin.”

Jewish Life in Canada contains 16 of Kurelek’s paintings, all of which as
indicated in the book, are held in the collection of a Mr. and Mrs. Jules
Loeb, and was published by Hurtig Publishers of Edmonton in 1976. The
book is out of print and unavailable, except through maybe a lucky find at
a used book store or on Amazon. My search for a used copy, surprisingly,
brought up information that a new edition of a Jewish Life in Canada, this
time with writing by Sarah Milroy, will be published by Goose Lane
Editions of Fredericton in May of 2023.

Through his paintings, Kurelek, born to a Ukrainian family in Whitford,
Alberta, depicts Jewish life in Canada from the east coast, “Jewish
Doctor’s Family Celebrating Passover in Halifax,” to the prairies in

“Baker’s Family Celebrating the Sabbath in
Edmonton” and “Jewish Wedding in Calgary” set
in front of the original House of Jacob synagogue,
to the west with, “General Store in Vancouver
Before World War One.”

Having converted to Catholicism in adulthood, Kurelek doesn’t shy away
from religious subjects displaying remarkable knowledge about Judaism’s
religious practices. In “Yom Kippur” he shows what the Holy Day looks
like with congregants immersed deep in prayer, men wearing their tallis,
women praying in the women’s balcony. He paints a white parochet
explaining that, “White, symbol of purity, is the dominant colour of this
solemn day.” He used Toronto’s Kiever Synagogue as the basis for this
work.

Kurelek shows how Jews toiled in their new land with works like
“Morosnick’s Market, Dufferin Street, Winnipeg,” “Teperman’s Wrecking
Firm in Toronto” with men sorting scrap metal, men sewing in “Jews in the
Clothing Business in Winnipeg” and “Jewish Scrap Collector Questioned
by a Toronto Policeman,” a composite work inspired by Kurelek’s memo-
ries and multiple photographs including one from Moose Jaw,
Saskatchewan. 

Four of Kurelek’s paintings depict Jewish farming life.
In “Pioneering at Edenbridge, Saskatchewan,” Kurelek writes about the

history of the colony, which was settled in 1906 by 20 Jewish immigrants,
originally from Lithuania, who decided to leave their new-found home in
South Africa for a second migration to fertile farm lands along the Carrot
River. It is this painting, with its horse-drawn wagon and wooden homes in
the distance, that reminded me of the view I encountered at Heritage Park
that December day.

In “Bender Hamlet, the Farming Colony that Failed,” Kurelek displays
good knowledge of Jewish prairie history, listing all the farm colonies of
Saskatchewan and Alberta, even mentioning my beloved Montefiore where
the Montefiore Institute originally stood, also Camper, Pine Ridge and
Bender Hamlet of Manitoba. He paints Bender Hamlet, founded in 1903,
with a few, far away, grey buildings set against a vast sky and yellow,
grassy fields littered with rocks. The inspiration for the painting, he notes,
came from Abe Schwartz, who gave Kurelek his great-aunt’s diary describ-
ing her life farming in North Dakota. Kurelek explains how he incorporat-
ed pieces of the diary into the picture frame, “I want to convey the idea that
these memories are like voices in the wind as it sighs through the thistles
of the overgrown fields and through the chinks of abandoned buildings.”

Kurelek’s Jewish Life in Canada is more than a thanks to the Jewish com-
munity, but a gift of memory that reveals a life that once was to future gen-
erations.

Irena Karshenbaum, founder of a project that gifted the restored
Montefiore Institute to Calgary’s Heritage Park, volunteers as an inter-
preter in the synagogue and writes.  
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“Pioneering at Edenbridge” 
by William Kerelek

Heritage Park in Calgary 
The building in the background was once called
the Montefiore Institute. Irena was founder of a
project that gifted the restored Montefiore
Institute to Calgary’s Heritage Park.

Irena’s photo of the cover of Jewish Life in
Canada. Sadly, as Irena notes, the “book is
out of print and unavailable, except through
maybe a lucky find at a used book store or on
Amazon;” however, a new edition is slated to
be released in May of this year.
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