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Shaarey Zedek introducing piano accompaniment
to one of two Rosh Hashonah services

By MYRON LOVE 
The Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, Winnipeg’s

largest congregation, is introducing some-
thing new to its Rosh Hashonah service.
There will be piano accompaniment for the
second service on the first day and the first
service on the second day. (The Shaarey
Zedek traditionally has two Rosh Hashonah
services each day to accommodate the syna-
gogue’s large number of congregants.)

“This year,” says Bill Weissmann, the
Shaarey Zedek’s long time shamas, “Cantor
Mass and a group of teens he has been work-
ing with will be leading the services for the
second sitting on the first day and the first ser-
vice on the second day and they will be
accompanied by a piano.”

The other services and the Yom Kippur ser-
vice will be unchanged.

As for the projected attendance at the ser-
vices, Weissmann observes that while the
numbers will be similar to last year (the fig-
ures last year were around 1,500), it is diffi-
cult to know right now because “people go
different places in different years”. He
explains that people with children living out-
side of Winnipeg may decide this year to cel-
ebrate Yom Tov with their children in Toronto
or Vancouver, for example, or the children
may decide to come here for Yom Tov this
year.

A survey of the other congregations in our
community suggests that attendance overall
will be about the same as last year (which was
at about 4,500).

Congregation Etz Chayim, our community’s
second largest congregation, for example,
had an attendance of about 1,200 and
Jonathan Buchwald, Etz Chayim’s executive
director, estimates that the numbers will be
the same this year.

“Seat sales are going well,” he reports.
“Perhaps we might have a slightly higher
attendance this year. The only thing that will

Coming Sept. 8: 
OOOOuuuurrrr    ssssppppeeeecccciiiiaaaallll     NNNNeeeewwww    YYYYeeeeaaaarrrr    iiiissssssssuuuueeee, with feature stories from around the world, 

including another look at the fantastic career of ex-Winnipegger Nathan Jacobson

(Cont. on page 2. See “Rosh Hashanah ser-
vices”.)
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Will talks be about
appearance or substance?

By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) – It’s a peace confer-

ence where nothing is off the table. – or on it,
for that matter.

The Obama administration’s invitation to
Palestinian and Israeli leaders to launch
direct talks on Sept. 2 attempts to reconcile
Israeli demands for no preconditions with
Palestinian demands that the talks address
all the core issues: final borders, the fate of
Jerusalem and the fate of Palestinian
refugees.

The administration does this by calling
on the sides to “resolve final-status issues”
without saying when and how these issues
should come up, if at all.

The vagueness of the invitation issued
last Friday underscored the distance
between the two sides, as well as the
immediate political and regional pressures
that have lit a fire under U.S. efforts to
restart the peace process. Whether or not
the peace talks will be able to move from
vague outlines to concrete resolutions
remains to be seen. For now, merely having direct talks is an achieve-
ment, particularly for the United States and Israel.

For the United States, having the talks gives Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu a reason to continue a partial settlement mora-
torium, thereby sustaining Arab support for U.S. policies. This support
is seen as important as Washington attempts to juggle emerging crises
in the region, including Iraq’s vexed attempts to set up a government
and Iran’s accelerating nuclear ambitions. President Obama also
wants a process under way before November, when his Democratic
Party is likely to face a tough battle at the ballot boxes during midterm
congressional elections.

For Netanyahu, the talks are a way to demonstrate that his govern-
ment is interested in pursuing peace with the Palestinians.

Among the Palestinian leadership, however, there are deep concerns
that Washington and Jerusalem are more interested in the appearance
of talks than in getting down to the nitty-gritty of the final-status issues.
Israel has resisted Palestinian demands to discuss final-status issues
and opposes any deadline for a resolution.

(Cont. on page 18. See “Peace talks”.)

GEORGE MITCHELL
U.S. envoy

“As you know, both we
and the Quartet have
previously said that
the negotiations
should be without pre-
conditions.”
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be different is that our choir has been
expanded somewhat.”

Rabbi Neal and Carol Rose traditionally
have their alternative service in the lower
level at Etz Chayim.

The service generally draws between
100 and 150 people.

“We try to do something different every
year,” says Rabbi Rose. “This year, we will
be dealing with issues related to Israel. We
expect to have a fair amount of discussion
concerning criticism of Israel versus loyal-
ty to Israel.”

Rabbi Rose is also the spiritual leader of the Sharon Home. While he
won’t be there for Yom Tov, he notes that the services will once again
be led by Steven Hyman with Sid Halpern leading the Neelah service
on Yom Kippur. The Sharon Home Choir will also be involved.

The Yom Tov services at the Jewish seniors residence have been
adapted and shortened for the geriatric residents. Rose reports that
many families attend the Sharon Home services to be with their par-
ents and that there are a number of people who continue to come
even though they no longer have family in the home.

The Sharon Home sanctuary combined with the neighbouring mul-
tipurpose room can hold about 200 people. There is no charge to
attend but people are encouraged to make donations.

Shir Tikvah, the congregation that was formed seven years ago in the
aftermath of the merger of the three major North Winnipeg syna-
gogues (Rosh Pina, Beth Israel and Bnay Abraham), is returning to the
Viscount Gort this year. Last year, the congregation held its services at
the Blue and Gold Room because the hotel on Portage across from
Polo Park was undergoing renovations. 

Sharon Bronstone, Shir Tikvah’s leader, reports that the Yom Tov ser-
vices, generally attract about 180 worshippers. Shir Tikvah only holds
services on Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur.

The Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue is the only other Conservative
synagogue in the North End. The congregation, which celebrated its
100th anniversary last year, has room for about 350 on Yom Tov and
expects to be full again this year.

Among our community’s Orthodox synagogues, the Herzlia-Adas
Yeshurun in River Heights has the largest congregation. The shul seats
between 350 and 400 and is generally full at Yom Tov.

This year, Rabbi Amihai Bannett is returning to the Herzlia to help
lead the Yom Tov services. New this year are study sessions in the
library while the service is ongoing at the beginning of Mussaf (after

the shofar blowing) for those who are interested, also a junior congre-
gation program on Rosh Hashonah – beginning at 11:00 – led by
Rebbitzin Tikvah Ellis.

“Our junior congregation program is open to all children no matter
whether their parents are attending our services,” says Rabbi Ari Ellis,
the Herzlia’s spiritual leader. “The program will include stories, bal-
loons and cake.”

Chabad – with branches in the North end and South End – doesn’t
have any official membership. But the larger congregation of the two
is South. The South End Chabad – operating out of a converted store
front on Grant – packed in about 130 at peak times last year. Chabad
north’s attendance is considerably less as is the case for the three other
smaller Orthodox Shuls in the North End. The Chavurat Tefila,
Ashkenazi and Talmud Torah congregations at Yom Tov all register less
than 100 people each.

Temple Shalom, our community’s only Reform Congregation, regis-
tered an increase in attendance last year. Capacity is about 250. “It
was packed,” says president Ruth Livingston. “We had standing room
only.”

There is one more option for members of the community seeking an
alternative Yom Tov service. Camp Massad holds a Rosh Hashonah
service every year at the camp site just north of Winnipeg Beach on
the second day of Rosh Hashonah.

“It’s a Massad tradition,” says Miriam Baron, who co-ordinates the
Yom Tov program with Leah Braemer and Shelley Werner. “We do lots
of singing and we have lots of participation. We go to the lake and do
tashlich together and we have lunch together.”

She reports that there were about 150 last year for the informal ser-
vice. “We have a lot of regulars but also get new families some times,”
she says. 

“In Judaism, what we talk about is what we
have to do. We have to walk the talk.”
- Rabbi Lawrence Pinsker, Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue, Winnipeg

In our secular culture, we greet the dawn-
ing of a new year with that most cherished of
holiday traditions: the hangover.

In Judaism, the New Year celebration -
known as Rosh Hashanah - involves a different
and rather more meaningful set of rituals.

On Tuesday, Sept. 7 VisionTV (Channel 109)
presents Rosh Hashanah: The Day of
Judgement, a thought-provoking documentary
special that explores the meaning and signifi-
cance of the Jewish New Year. (Check your
local listings for the exact time.)

Produced by Winnipeg’s Lank/Beach
Productions, the hour-long film is hosted by
award-winning Canadian broadcast journalist
Ralph Benmergui.

The first of the Jewish High Holidays, Rosh
Hashanah falls at the start of Tishrei, the sev-
enth month of the Hebrew calendar. It begins
this year at sundown on Sept. 8, and con-
cludes at nightfall on Sept. 10.

The High Holidays come to an end 10 days
later, with the celebration of Yom Kippur, the
Day of Atonement.

As Ralph Benmergui explains in his intro-

duction to the pro-
gram, Rosh Hashanah is meant to be a time for
deep reflection - to consider “our inherent
contract with God, our commitment to His
law, [and] His judgement of our human
deeds.”

During Rosh Hashanah, Jews are expected to
examine their lives and actions over the past
year, to consider the harm they may have done
to others, and to dedicate themselves anew to
the task of repairing the world. It is a profound
- and profoundly personal - experience.

Rosh Hashanah: The Day of Judgement

investigates the symbolic meaning of the many
customs and traditions associated with the hol-
iday, such as the blowing of the ram’s horn, or
shofar. 

The documentary also features insightful
interviews with rabbis, community leaders,
religious scholars and others - including
Seinfeld’s Soup Nazi, actor Larry Thomas -
who explain what Rosh Hashanah means to
them, and how they strive to answer its call to
action.

As Leslie Emery, Program Coordinator at
Winnipeg’s Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
explains: “God knows that people aren’t per-
fect and doesn’t expect us to be perfect. And
so we have a chance, luckily, as Jews, to make
up for our imperfections and to try to do bet-
ter for the next year.”
Rosh Hashanah: The Day of Judgement was

produced by Luanne Lank and directed by
Barry Lank. Joan Jenkinson is the Executive
Producer for VisionTV.

VisionTV will honour Yom Kippur with the
premiere broadcast of the documentary To
Forgive ... Divine on Friday, Sept. 10 at 10 p.m.
ET / 7 p.m. PT. 

This hour-long film will explore the signifi-
cance of forgiveness in the Judeo-Christian
tradition.

Rosh Hashanah services
(Cont. from page 1.)

VisionTV presents Rosh Hashanah: The Day of Judgement
Ralph Benmergui hosts documentary special on the meaning of the Jewish New Year, airing Sept. 7
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B’nai Brith has proudly provided programming to Winnipeg
Holocaust Survivors for many years. B’nai Brith participates in
Shoah Week with our annual “Unto Every Person There is a Name”
memorial at the Legislature. 

Other ceremonies took place this year at Lord Selkirk School as
well as an interfaith service at the Truth and Life Worship Centre
Church. We were very pleased to be able to honour our local
Survivors this past May with a tribute luncheon, featuring guest
speaker, Felix Opatowski and entertainment by the Chai Folk
Ensemble at the Fairmont Hotel. 

In December, Anje Van Tongeren, a Winnipegger who is a
Righteous Among the Nations candidate, was recognized by the
B’nai Brith Manitoba Jewish-Christian Roundtable. Over two hun-
dred people heard about her experience and her unwavering faith
and humanity. 

We look forward to our next event, an evening with former
Winnipegger and Holocaust survivor, Leo Weiss. The event will take
place on September 14 and will include a wine and cheese recep-
tion.

We would like to invite every local Holocaust Survivor to our
events. Unfortunately, we are not aware of the names and address-
es of each and every Survivor and therefore, much to our dismay,
there are people who are left out of our programs.

By MYRON LOVE
Our community may soon be able to purchase locally-slaughtered

and processed fresh kosher meat.
“We are in discussions with producers about re-establishing fresh

kosher slaughter,” reports Bob Freedman, CEO of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg. “The province is behind us. Shoichets and
mashgichim are available. We think we have a couple of retailers who
would sell the meat under appropriate supervision. We hope to have
something more concrete to report within the next six months.”

The key here is that the producers who are interested are looking not
only at the Winnipeg market for kosher and halal meat but also
nationally and internationally. A report commissioned by the
Provincial Government and authored by Interpoc, a company headed
by Gustavo Zentner (who is also a member of the Federation board)
notes that the kosher beef market in Canada is worth an estimated
$130 million a year while kosher beef sales in the United States are
about $1.35 billion.

The figures for Halal beef sales are $80 million and $705 million
respectively.

About one-third of Canadian supply is produced within Canada with
the bulk of the beef coming from the United States and elsewhere.

Currently, most of the kosher beef and Halal beef in Canada is sup-
plied by four processors in central Canada.

Worldwide consumption of kosher and halal beef stands at $600 bil-

lion and $1.2 trillion respectively per year.
The report identifies opportunity in these potential markets in

“value-added production, new menu items for kosher dining and
alternatives to traditional cuisine”. 

The authors recommend that potential Manitoba producers would
be best served by establishing traders, importers and distributors deal-
ing in kosher and halal beef.

“North America presents an opportunity for Manitoba producers to
attack a niche market where the supply pipeline is dominated by very
few large operations that completely meet consumer demands, pur-
chasing preferences or product interest,” the report states. 

“Results from direct interaction with industry players and consumers
indicate that there is a vast and growing segment interested in innov-
ative beef products at peak seasons, and that concerns such as origin,
certification and quality surpass the sensitivity of price at the time of
purchase.

The opportunity for Manitoba producers is to tap into the existing
supply channels with fresh high quality products, value added new
products and deli segment meats.”

“The report provides a lot of information, much of which we were
already aware of,” says Bob Freedman. “The Government of Manitoba
sees the kosher and halal consumer as important market segments.
And it would certainly help the cattle industry in Manitoba that has
seen better times.”
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Provincial government study sees opportunity for Manitoba as kosher/halal meat supplier 

A letter from B’nai Brith to Holocaust survivors
If you are a Holocaust survivor or know a survivor who may be

interested in being added to Bnai Brith’s database, please contact
B’nai  Brith at:

Maria Fernanda Medina
Special Projects
Midwest Region
B'nai Brith Canada
C403-123 Doncaster Street
Winnipeg, MB  R3N 2B2

Ph: (204) 487-9623

Fax: (204) 487-9648

Anti-hate hotline: 1-800-892-2624

E-mail: mmedina@bnaibrith.ca

Websites: www.holocaustbbctaskforce.ca
www.bnaibrith.ca

Hitler likely had Jewish, African roots
(JTA) — Adolf Hitler

may have had both
Jewish and African
roots, DNA testing
shows.

Samples taken from
some of the German
Fuhrer’s relatives show
that he was likely
descended from some
of the ‘sub-human’
races that he tried to destroy, according to
research by Belgian journalist Jean-Paul
Mulders and historian Marc Vermeeren, cited
in the Flemish-language magazine Knack.

Saliva samples taken from 39 Hitler relatives
have genetic fingerprints pointing to possible
African and Jewish ancestry.

“This is a surprising result,” said Ronny
Decorte, a genetic specialist at the Catholic
University of Leuven, interviewed by Knack.
“Hitler would not have been happy.”

Some believe that Hitler’s father, Alois, was
the illegitimate child of a maid and a 19-year-
old Jewish man.



As I write this, it is still unclear in what
direction Middle East peace talks are moving.
For the moment, it seems that both Israel and
the Palestinian Authority are being dragged
kicking and screaming into some sort of
negotiation.

Given the obvious reluctance of both sides
to engage in anything that would require
more than posturing, one can hardly expect

anything meaningful to result from whatever transpires in the next
while.

Nonetheless, one can hardly fault President Obama for daring to
plunge into what must surely be one of the least palatable items on his
quite formidable agenda. At a time when he is being pilloried for not
having done more to reignite the American economy, when the
Afghan situation only seems to be worsening, and when the
Democrats’ prospects in the upcoming mid-term elections seem poor,
you have to give the guy credit for not shying away from tackling the
really tough issues.

Of course, given the abysmal ignorance of so many Americans - a
recent poll said that one in five Americans believe Obama is actually
a Muslim - it doesn’t seem to make much difference what the
President does or doesn’t do. After eight years of inept government
under Bush Junior, it is no surprise that the current U.S. administration
finds itself in a situation of “damned it it does, damned if it doesn’t”.

The main concern for this latest round of peace talks is that it will
ignite yet another round of violence from Hamas. Plus ca change, plus
ca meme.

Speaking of parties being dragged unwillingly into endorsing some-
thing which goes against their better judgment, I see that the Canadian
Jewish News reports that Orthodox rabbis have issued a statement on
homosexuality. While not actually accepting homosexuality, the state-
ment does indicate a concern that homosexuals not be barred from
participating in orthodox practice.

Yet, some rabbis are quoted as saying that they want nothing to do
with anything that would lend even a modicum of respectability to the
notion that homosexuals should be welcomed into the flock. At least
a good many of their counterparts understand the pain that maintain-
ing such a position must cause to orthodox gays, who are forced to
hide their orientation lest they be ostracized by their own community.

As far as schisms within our Jewish community go - and there are so
many of them - the divide between secular and more traditional
groups is a phenomenon that deserves more attention than it receives.
In the story on page 1 by Myron Love about the various high holyday
services that are about to be held around Winnipeg (and at Camp

Massad), he refers to a
figure of 4,500 indi-
viduals who are
expected to attend
one service or another
this year.

Yet, in a Jewish
community that now
numbers almost
18,000, according to
the Jewish Federation,
the obvious implica-
tion is that the vast
majority of Jews here
don’t bother to attend
any sort of high holy-
day service.

In a fascinating arti-
cle about the same
predicament that
holds in Israel, as well
as the Diaspora,
which we will be
printing in our next
issue, a group of con-
cerned Israelis is
attempting to address
this issue.

Following is an
excerpt from the arti-
cle: “The reality is that
unlike the Diaspora
where this day (Yom
Kippur) is revered as

one of com-
m u n a l
p r a y e r ,
many secu-
lar Israelis
simply stay
home on
this holiest
of days.
Data shock-
ing to some
display that
the day
before Yom
Kippur used
to have the
h i g h e s t
number of
m o v i e
r e n t a l s
across Israel
of any day
of the year.

Con t ra r y
to a com-
mon mis-
conception,
the decision
to abstain
from actual participation in high-holiday services is not driven by apa-
thy or secularism.  In fact the vast majority of Israeli Jews fast on Yom
Kippur and do identify with the day’s solemnity and themes of repen-
tance and judgment.”

Finally, in a letter to the editor printed on the page opposite, Hart
Peikoff refers to an interview that he had wanted to conduct with
Mayor Sam Katz. Hart suggests that I rejected the idea of such an inter-
view because I “don’t like” the mayor. Au contraire, Hart, I think Sam
Katz is extremely likable and charming. In fact, I admire the way he
practices the art of politics.

The fact that his honesty is highly questionable only suggests that he
is no different than most politicians. And, when the Free Press printed
a letter that I had written in which I exposed the nonsense that the
Winnipeg Goldeyes don’t make a profit, I was only trying to show how
a clever businessman uses whatever means are available to him to
avoid having to honour legally incurred debts. 

Having grown up on a diet of Mordecai Richler  and Tom Wolfe nov-
els, I have nothing but respect for men whose “chutzpah” allows them
to get ahead while honest shmucks look on in envy.
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Correction
In Myron Love’s column of Aug. 25 he incorrectly stated that on

the same weekend that Gordon Love will be riding from Stonewall
to Gimli to raise money for MS research, Sid Chapnick and 300 or
so other participants will be running (or walking) the 3km or 5km
third annual Kick Butt event at Kildonan Park to raise money for col-
orectal cancer research.

This could be confusing, because it confused me. The MS Bike
Ride is on August 28 & 29. 

They are not on the same weekend.
Sid Chapnick

Short Takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN

I was a columnist for The Jewish Post & News. My column “take the
High road” dealt with addiction and substance in the community. I
respect Bernie Bellan for featuring this controversial column in the
Jewish Post. It is normally something one would not see featured in a
Jewish Community Paper. Never the less I resigned about 2 months
ago as a result of issues which went against my values and beliefs.

Bernie Bellan approached me and asked if I would be interested in
writing a column in the Jewish Post, “Live at the Falafel Place.” This
column would be in the form of an interview style. I was exposed to
a wide range of interesting individuals as a result of The Falafel’s pop-

LETTER

(Cont. on page 5.)
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By BOB FREEDMAN
The Board of Governors of the Jewish Agency,

which includes top North American leadership,
meets twice a year in Israel. Invariably the Prime
Minister of the day addresses the board, as was the
case in February 2008 with the then Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert. Prime Minister Olmert was address-
ing the governors at a time when Israel was cele-
brating its 60th year as a Jewish state. Quite natural-
ly, he reviewed sixty years of remarkable achieve-
ment and concluded with this statement:

“Israel is a strong country. We will be here 60
years from now. But will your communities be here 60 years from now?
What are you doing to ensure that they will be?”

The PM was referring to the issue of assimilation; a phenomenon affect-
ing every Jewish community outside of Israel. It could be argued that as
Jews in North America, we are living in the best of times. Most of the bar-
riers that excluded us from participation in the business and cultural life of
most of our communities have long since disappeared. Although unwel-
come, those barriers, and the reality that we were one generation removed
from the immigrants who arrived from central and Eastern Europe, made it
easier to maintain a vibrant, if somewhat isolated, Jewish community.
Thankfully not relying upon the exclusions and discrimination of the recent
past, the challenge that we all face is to encourage Jewish connection as a
relevant and positive imperative while still encouraging our greater involve-
ment in the community.

Not that long ago, our own community faced different challenges. From
the early 1960’s when our population peaked at about 19,500 through the
1980’s and 90’s, we suffered a gradual population decline as many of our
younger people saw brighter futures in places like California, Toronto and
Vancouver. Our infrastructure, which had served the community well for
many years, was deteriorating and in some instances was poorly situated.
Without a critical mass, the community faced the prospect of declining
financial support and the reality of accumulated debt at a number of our
local agencies. The leadership at the time, faced with such a daunting
challenge, undertook the responsibility of developing a plan to reinvigo-
rate our community, with the first stage being infrastructure renewal,
which led to the development of the Asper Jewish Community Campus.
The second stage of the plan was to increase our population and through
the GrowWinnipeg initiative, some 3,000 immigrants have come to
Winnipeg from different parts of the world in the past ten years. For the
first time in over forty years, our Jewish population is increasing. We now
number over 16,000 and project to be well over 18,000 in the next ten
years.

Now we face the challenge of assimilation and declining involvement in
the Jewish community, especially among the younger demographic.
Assimilation has been the primary factor, along with a low birth rate, in the
decline of the American Jewish community. The Canadian Jewish commu-
nity, though stable, is not immune to what has been happening in a num-
ber of American communities. With that in mind, the Federation’s Planning
Department undertook a two-year long strategic review which involved

over 200 members of our community in planning sessions and focus
groups and published its findings last fall. Executive summaries of the find-
ings were distributed in synagogues during last year’s High Holidays. The
conclusions were not surprising as the data collected in Winnipeg was not
dissimilar to other similar-sized communities. The document proposed an
action plan which involved, among other things, proactively reaching out
and welcoming the less-affiliated in our community and addressing, in a
meaningful way, affordability issues, especially among middle-income
families.

The Federation’s role traditionally has been one of identifying needs and
issues and where appropriate, getting programs off the ground. However
our local agencies and synagogues are the organizations that traditionally
provide programs and services and must continue to do so if we are to
remain a vibrant and connected Jewish community well into the future.
Our role now is to inform our community and to engage as many individ-
uals as we can, particularly those living on the periphery. We are doing so
under a plan that we are calling Securing our Future. Securing our Future
is a multiyear plan to generate additional revenue through endowed gifts
at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba and the annual CJA campaign in
order to provide our locally-based organizations the additional resources
needed to achieve our common goal which is to connect more Jews to
Jewish life. In summary, our objectives over the next ten years are: 

to continue to increase our Jewish population so that our numbers will
be over 18,000 by 2020;

to financially stabilize our local agencies so that they can adequately
meet increased costs on the Asper Campus and to be able to provide the
additional programs and services for those not currently connected;

to ensure that we retain a strong Jewish identity reflected in high partici-
pation rates in the organizations and programs of the day; and

to continue our love and support of the Jewish homeland, the State of
Israel.

We will launch the Securing Our Future initiative as part of the CJA cam-
paign that begins in September. We will be encouraging as many donors,
and some who are not yet donors, to consider a significant increase in their
annual giving phased in over several years and to consider establishment
of a fund at the Jewish Foundation to ensure that their support for the com-
munity lives on in perpetuity. In order to achieve our goals going forward,
we need to communicate the significance of this issue to as many mem-
bers of our community as we can. 

The sky is not falling; we launch our campaign as a strong community,
financially viable and with no debt. However, failure to undertake a plan
and to be proactive in addressing these issues will have long-term, dire
consequences. All of us have a role to play in this significant undertaking.
We need as many people as we can to step forward to make their own
commitments and to speak to friends and family. We also want to hear
back from individuals who have questions, comments or suggestions. We
are very fortunate in having a strong leadership team under the chairman-
ship of Hope and Howard Morry; they would like to hear from you, as I
would. I can be reached electronically at bfreedman@jewishwinnipeg.org,
or over the phone at 204-477-7420.

Bob Freedman is the C.E.O. of The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

Federation about to launch “Securing our Future”

ularity and wide range of name recognition.
There were no ground rules laid down other
than “do you want to do the column or not
Hart?” Naturally I answered to the affirmative
as this would have evolved into an exciting
“Window on Winnipeg.”

I began by arranging to interview three indi-
viduals. One was his Worship Mayor Katz,
the other the CEO of the Canadian Human
Rights Museum, Stuart Murray and the third
person a female who was a well respected
author likened to the female Stephen King;
Susie Moloney. I set up my first meeting two
weeks into the future with Susie Moloney
who would have been an exciting and infor-
mative read. Well when I advised Bernie
Bellan this interview was now dated his
answer to me was, “Hart, this is a Jewish
News Paper and I only desire to present indi-
viduals who are Jewish.” That statement in the
moment left me speechless. Bernie did inter-
view Mayor Katz’s executive assistant Mr.
Denys Volkov who does have Jewish Blood in
him. By the way the article was fascinating
and a riveting read.

One must be aware of the facts as document-

ed that in Manitoba 35% approximately of all
Jewish Marriages known are of mixed cultures
and religions. And more so, The Rady Centre
on Doncaster Street which is part of the Asper
Jewish Community Campus membership is
over 50 % NON Jewish. I am aware Editor’s
have complete control over editorial content.
Never the less I also am cognizant I can control
the actions of only one human being and that
is myself. In my opinion this was such a wrong
decision; one totally void of wisdom. A one
page interview column addressing interesting
individuals who were inter married in part and
others who were not Jewish but members of the
Rady Centre would have served everyone well
in a world where “bridge building” is far wiser
than “wall building.” You get my point. Well
Stuart Murray would have been permissible
since he has a link to the Asper’s, who’s fabu-
lous energy and creativity brought forth The
Canadian Human Rights Museum, a gift not
only to Winnipeg and all of Canada but the
world as well. 

Now that you have some background I will
address the Mayor’s issue with respect to an
upcoming interview back then in the past.
Bernie Bellan said to me again, “Hart, why

would Sam Katz want to be interviewed by
you, a columnist with the Jewish Post when
he knows I don’t like him?” And if he lets you
interview him I want you to ask him specific
questions.”

I respect Bernie Bellan for his intellect and
more so for the Crocus cause he personally
addressed and thus was part of saving 1000’s
of citizen’s money that may have otherwise
disappeared within bureaucratic walls forever.
In my humble opinion the article featured as
Letter of the Day today in the Free Press on
Page A.11 “Where’s the money? was present-
ed by Bellan at a premeditated and calculated
time frame. The wisdom to bring this forth
now even though the claims are still allega-
tions is questionable with respect to his
motives when one addresses the above
detailed facts. It is close to election time! Even
though in the article I am referring to, it
includes the disclaimer repeated twice: “orig-
inal loan (investment?)” If one is aware of the
facts this is not investigative reporting at its
best but rather speaks volumes of the integrity
and intentions of this article and the man
behind it.

HART PEIKOFF

(Cont. from page 4.)

LETTER



In their heyday in
the middle decades of
the last century, Irv
(Itz) and Aubie Jacob
were in great demand
to perform at simchas
in our community. In
their later years, the
brothers frequently
entertained seniors’

audiences. Since Aubie (who played the piano)
passed away seven years ago, Itz’s voice has
been silent.

On Thursday, August 12, though, Itz Jacob
was back with a bang as the now 87-year-old
singer made his big band debut backed by the
Ron Paley Orchestra in the last of the Paley
open air concerts at Assiniboine Park. Jacob
choice of the song for the momentous occa-
sion was that old standard “Bie Mir Bisht Tzu
Shein” which delivered with gusto.

Jacob and Paley go back a long way – to the
very beginnings of Paley’s career as a musician
and earlier. “Ron’s father, Walter, used to per-
form with Aubie and me,” Jacob recalls. “He
played the saxophone. And Ron started playing
with us when he was 14. He was a bass player
but could play any instrument. We got to know
each other quite well and kept in touch over
the years.”

Last year, after Itz and his wife, Rose, moved
into the Shaftesbury Residence, Jacob was
invited to give some performances for his fel-
low residents. He asked Ron Paley to be his
accompanist. Paley readily agreed. 

“One time I mentioned to Ron that I had
never sung with a big band behind me and I
would like to,” Jacob says. “Ron suggested that
I give him a call and that he would arrange it. I
went over to his place and sang a bunch of
songs. He suggested that I sing Bie Mir Bisht tzu
Shein. He arranged the orchestration for me
and I practised with him.

“I wasn’t sure if I would be able to handle it,”
Jacob says, “but I sure enjoyed doing it. It was
a great feeling.”

The evening featured another performer – a
former member of our community – with an
interesting back story. Sam Broverman is a 30-
year professor of Actuarial Mathematics at the
University of Toronto who is trying to develop
a second avocation as a solo interpreter of the
great American song book.

Broverman began singing professionally
while attending the University of Manitoba. He
studied Voice at the Faculty of Music and was
a regular in the choruses of TV shows here in
the early 1970s such as “Hymn Sing”, the
Doug Crossley Show” and sang with the Neil
Harris Singers and Friends. He also did some
commercial jingles that helped pay for his uni-
versity tuition.

He notes that after earning his undergraduate
degree, he applied to graduate school here and
auditioned at the School of Music. “I was
accepted into both programs but chose
Maths,” he says. “I had a lot of connections in

the music community
here. If I had stayed in
Winnipeg, I would
have kept up my
singing.”

He chose though to
pursue his career in
Maths at the
University of Toronto.
“I went to a few audi-
tions,” he recalls, “but
most of my energies
were focused on my
university career and a

growing family,” he says.
He did eventually (in 1983) join the

Mendelsohn Choir which he describes as the
oldest continuing arts organization in Canada.
(The choir was founded in 1894.) The choir
consists of between 150 and 160 singers and
performs Handel’s “Messiah” with the Toronto
Symphony Orchestra every December.

“We sang at Carnegie Hall one year,” he says.
About five years ago, the singing Maths pro-

fessor decided to try a solo singing career. He
began studying with a singing teacher by the
name of Audi Braun and participated in some
of her recitals. He also began doing some num-
bers in a Toronto club. As well, he spent a
week in Connecticut at a performance work-
shop led by actress Tovah Feldshuh, a couple of
Broadway Tony Winners and a former member
of the A Capella group, “The Manhattan
Transfer”. 

“I got some good constructive criticism
there,” he says. “I learned a lot about how to
improve my stage presence.”

Broverman has done a few solo gigs over the
past several years including a performance
with Ron Paley’s Big band at Assiniboine Park
last summer. “I knew Ron from my university
days,” Broverman says. “I heard that he was
organizing these concerts and sent him a
demo. He encouraged me to come and sing.”

The former Winnipegger was also back here
in February to perform at a benefit for ailing
local actor Brian Richardson who is also an old
friend of Broverman’s.

He reports that he is currently working on an
album of Johnny Mercer songs with some
new lyrics that the former Winnipegger is
adding. He expects to have the CD out some-
time this fall.
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Veteran performer Itz Jacob makes big band debut
at Assiniboine Park Concert Series

IRV (ITZ) JACOB 
Made his big band debut backed by the Ron
Paley Orchestra in the last of the Paley open air
concerts at Assiniboine Park. Photo by Sharon Love.

SAM BROVERMAN (on right) 
with MYRON LOVE

About five years ago, the 30-year professor
of Actuarial Mathematics at the University
of Toronto decided to try a solo singing
career. Photo by Sharon Love.

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE



Hebrew U. prof. garners top math prize
(JTA) – A Hebrew University professor was one

of four winners of a prize considered the Nobel
of mathematics.

Hebrew University professor Elon
Lindenstrauss won the International
Mathematical Union’s Fields Medal for his work
in numbers theory. 

Lindenstrauss was cited for his work in ergodic
theory, the statistical study of dynamical systems,
which formulate models relating time and space.

The IMU, holding its quadrennial International
Congress of Mathematicians this week in
Hyderabad, India, also awarded the medal to
Ngô Bo Châu of Université Paris-Sud in Orsay,
France; Stanislav Smirnov of the University of
Geneva, Switzerland; and Cedric Villani of the
Henri Poincaré Institute in Paris.

The medal is named for Canadian mathemati-
cian J.C. Fields and carries a cash prize of about
$15,000. 

Barak OKs purchase of U.S. fighter jets
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel’s defense minister

has approved a $2.75 billion deal to purchase
the world’s most advanced warplane from the
United States. 

Ehud Barak on Sunday approved “in principle”
the purchase of 20 U.S.-built F-35 warplanes,
reportedly capable of evading radar. The fighters
will be delivered between 2015 and 2017,
Reuters reported. 

A final approval by Israel’s Cabinet is expected
at the end of September. 

Eight international partners that helped devel-
op the plane already have signed purchase
agreements. The countries are Canada, Turkey,
Britain, Italy, Norway, Denmark, Australia and
the Netherlands. 

Israel’s purchase would mark the first foreign
military sale of the new military jet. 

The deal between Israel and the United States
has been in the works since September 2008,
when the Pentagon approved the sale of 25 fight-
er jets with an option for 50 more. 

Israel had been concerned initially that it
would not be permitted access to some tech-
nologies of the aircraft. 

Israeli economy surprises with 
pace of growth

NEW YORK (JTA) – Israeli economic growth
unexpectedly accelerated to its fastest pace in
more than two years. 

Exports and consumer spending increased,
helping to sending up growth in the second
quarter by an annualized 4.7 percent,
Bloomberg reported. 

The expansion rate rose from a revised 3.6 per-
cent in the first quarter, the Jerusalem-based

Central Bureau of Statistics said Monday
on its website. 

The median forecast of six economists
surveyed by Bloomberg had predicted
growth of 2.9 percent. The statistics bureau
reported last month that the economy grew
a preliminary 3.4 percent in the first three
months. 

“This is really an economy running on
all pistons,” said Jonathan Katz, a
Jerusalem-based economist for HSBC
Holdings Plc, who forecast 3.7 percent
growth. 

“Down the road, the Bank of Israel will
have to increase interest rates. This is clear
to them, clear to everyone, and the pace
may surprise many.” 

The Israeli economy’s rebound from the
global financial crisis has been powered
by exports, which make up nearly half of
gross domestic product. 

Israeli, Palestinian researchers
sharing clean water grant

(JTA) – An Israeli and a Palestinian
researcher are sharing a U.S. grant to
increase the supply of clean water in
Israel and the Middle East. 

Dr. Moshe Herzberg of Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev and Professor
Mohammed Saleem Ali-Shtayeh of the
Biodiversity and Environmental Research
Center in Nablus will share a grant of
$659,410 from the U.S. Agency for
International Development’s MERC pro-
gram funding Israeli-Arab collaborative
projects. 

Herzberg and Ali-Shtayeh will lead a
study bringing together Israelis and
Palestinians to address clean water issues
in the West Bank area of Nablus over a
five-year period. 

The study will focus on bio-fouling
problems that occur during secondary
wastewater reclamation processes. 

Israel and the Palestinian areas depend
on wastewater reclamation for much of
their usable
water. 

According to
H e r z b e r g ,
“Purified sec-
ondary waste-
water is an
i m m e d i a t e
resource for irri-
gation and, after
[other cleansing
techniques] those
waters, can be
used indirectly
for drinking.” 
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Many explanations have
been offered to account for
the high divorce rate:  disap-
pearance of the social stigma
formerly associated with
divorce; the increased finan-
cial independence of
women; and “incompatibili-
ty” replacing “infidelity” as
the main basis for divorce.  

Societies have, historically,
focused on adultery as the
main cause of divorce.  The
Ten Commandments combat
adultery by an explicit com-
mand: “And you shall not
commit adultery.”  Three sen-
tences later, the following
command appears: “And you
shall not covet your fellow
man’s wife.”  Presumably this
reflects the view that think-
ing lustful thoughts about
another’s wife could lead to
adultery.  

The brutal theocratic
regimes of Iran and Saudi
Arabia attempt to eliminate
adultery by imposing the
unspeakably cruel punish-
ment of death by public ston-

ing.  
The attempt to suppress lust-

ful thoughts and actions by
the fire and brimstone of the
Old Testament or by the threat
of horrific punishment by bar-
baric regimes has met with
only limited success.  Could
marital stability be fostered by
a more thoughtful approach?
Forty-eight years ago, two
mathematical economists
demonstrated that by adopt-

ing the right social conven-
tion, even though married
couples could have lustful
thoughts about potential part-
ners other than their spouses,
their marriages would endure.

In an article in American
Mathematical Monthly,
Lloyd Shapley and David
Gale (S-G) proved that a
stable matching of marital
partners could always be
found.  They considered a
population of unmarried
individuals where there
were an equal number in
the ‘marriage proposers’
group (P) and the ‘proposal
recipients’ group (R).  They
assumed that each person
was familiar with every
potential marriage partner
and ranked them from
“most preferred” to “least
preferred” with no two
potential partners being
ranked equally.  Thus, each
person in P ranks every
member in R while each
member in R ranks every-
one in P.  Finally, they
assumed that everyone pre-
ferred marriage to remain-
ing single.

The matching process
described by S-G proceeds
in stages with those in P ini-
tially proposing to their
favourite person in R.  Some
in R may receive several
offers while others may
receive none.  Those with
marriage proposals would
immediately accept if the
offer were made by their
favourite person in P.  If they
receive several offers from
suitors who were not their
favourite, they would delay

their decision and keep the
most appealing suitor on a
string, hoping that eventually
a better offer would come
along.  All other suitors would
be rejected.  This would free
the rejected suitors to propose
marriage to the next person in
R who was still single, and the
process would repeat itself.
Eventually, those kept on a
string would have their offers
accepted if potential suitors
who were preferred to them
got married, and they would
be rejected if the person
whose decision they awaited
got a better offer.  

Ultimately, everyone in the
population would get mar-
ried.  Remarkably, the set of
marriages would be stable in
the following sense: if a per-
son prefers a neighbour’s
spouse to his, the neighbour’s
spouse would not prefer him
to her current spouse.  

To illustrate how the
matching process leads to
marriage stability, suppose
Alberto, Vladimir and Igor
are in group P while Evita,
Olga and Ludmila belong to
the R group.  After the match-
ing process is over, Alberto
has married Evita, Vladimir
has married Olga and Igor
has married Ludmila.
Alberto covets Vladimir’s
wife, preferring Olga to Evita.
But unfortunately for him,
Olga always preferred
Vladimir to Alberto.  During
the matching process, after
Alberto proposed to her,
Olga did keep Alberto on a
string, hoping that Vladimir
would propose to her.  But
Vladimir had proposed to
Ludmila, who was keeping
him on a string.  When
Ludmila received an offer
from Igor, she cut Vladimir
loose and married Igor, free-
ing Vladimir who then pro-
posed to Olga.  Olga accept-
ed Vladimir’s marriage pro-
posal, since he was the only
available bachelor whom she
preferred to Alberto.  Having
been rejected by Olga,
Alberto went down the list of
eligible brides and proposed
marriage to Evita, who
accepted his proposal.
Although Alberto continued
to have lustful fantasies about
Olga and would have happi-
ly divorced Evita to tie the
knot with Olga, Olga was not
interested. 

If divorces arose only
through coveting another’s
spouse, without the threat of
dire consequences in this or
the next world and in spite of
persistent coveting of anoth-
er’s spouse, divorce would
simply not occur with the S-
G matching process.  The
score: Mathematicians 1,
Theocracies 0. 

A Mathematician’s Take On Marriage
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By JEFFREY K. SALKIN
COLUMBUS, Ga. (JTA) – I admire my

colleagues and friends who have shown
themselves to be courageous enough to
speak out against the anti-Islam hysteria
that tends to surround conversations about
the Islamic center that is being planned for
a property that for many is uncomfortably
close to Ground Zero. 

They have shown themselves to be
paragons of religious tolerance, and for this
I commend them.

But in the general category of “Is this
good for the Jews?,” we might want to
examine the words of the man who is the
imam of the Masjid al-Farah – Feisal Abdul
Rauf. Luckily we have no shortage of those
words. 

A brief perusing of his book “What’s Right
With Islam Is What’s Right With America”
(HarperOne, 2005) might prove both
instructive and sobering.

What does Rauf believe about Israel?
Rauf states that the creation of Israel was an
unfortunate byproduct of the nation-state
idea. Jews, he said, lived completely peace-
fully in the Muslim world for centuries.

“They looked, spoke and ate – even sang
– like the rest of the people around them,”
he wrote, adding that the creation of Israel
began a most unfortunate schism between
Jews and Muslims, who had previously experienced “a deeply inti-
mate kinship with each other” (page 169).

Rauf would have us imagine that life in the Middle East was
Woodstock until the creation of the nasty State of Israel, which comes
to ruin everyone’s good time. 

We might rightly wonder aloud whether the historic dhimmi status
of the Jew in Muslim cultures actually implies the deep intimacy that
Rauf imagines. And a subtle but telling point: Is the nation-state as a
concept to be condemned (an arguable point), or only if that nation-
state happens to be Jewish?

In his imagined history of the Middle East, Rauf continues to say that
because of the Israeli-Arab conflict, Sephardic Jews became “unfortu-
nately victimized” in many Muslim societies. He goes on to say that
the worst thing about this is that it deprived those societies of their
rich, deep pluralism.

Rauf lists notable dates in Islamic history – among them 1924, when
the Ottoman Caliphate ended; 1947, when India was split into
Pakistan and India; and 1948, when Israel was “created as a homoge-
nous Jewish nation-state within the geographical envelope of the
Muslim world” (page 243).

I realize that we Jews carry our own historic losses with our souls;
the wound of the destruction of the Temples in Jerusalem is still mem-
ory-resident. But Rauf is mourning the loss of the power of the
Caliphate and simply repeating the Palestinian narrative, and saying
that the Muslim world is a restricted neighborhood into which a
Jewish sovereign nation-state need not apply.

Rauf acknowledges that a number of conflicts exist today in the
Muslim world, including Pakistan-India over Kashmir and Russia-
Chechnya, “but the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is viewed in the Muslim
world as being sustained by America” (page 161). 

He not only drastically understates the number of conflicts that exist
today in the Muslim world (how about Darfur, the Balkans, etc.), but
he clearly believes that America is at the root of the problem in the
Middle East – and not, for example, the fact that the Arab leaders
themselves cheated the Palestinians out of their land (see “Palestine
Betrayed,” by Ephraim Karsh).

For the record: I believe that a Palestinian state is necessary – not out
of any sentimental admiration of Palestinian nationalism, but because
of a belief in Zionism, the idea that we might truly be “a free people
in our land,” a people free to continue to craft our own national nar-
rative, complete with our national values. Is there room for that nar-
rative in Rauf’s worldview?

On Sept. 12, 2001, I heard the baristas at the Starbucks in
Manhasset, N.Y., whispering about the cars that remained overnight in
the railroad station parking lot – cars that would never be claimed
because their drivers had disappeared. 

That moment will be with me forever. Since that moment I have
worked at combating Islamophobia and criticizing those who are
ready to brand all manifestations of Islam as a dangerous religion. I
have urged Jews to reject the anti-intellectual temptation of essential-

izing Islam and writing off an entire religion as
a terrorist operation. Maimonides, a victim of
Muslim radicalism, had every reason to hate
Islam and didn’t.

But if Rauf is the man who is the religious
leader of the controversial mosque, then you
might understand why Jews are permitted to
worry. 

This says nothing about the rights of that insti-
tution to exist. It says nothing about privileging
the feelings of the bereaved families of 9/11
over other American values of pluralism, which
itself is debatable.

I am merely saying that we should not expect
a “kumbaya-fest” with this gentleman. Of
course, I would rejoice at the possibility that I
will be wrong. I would rejoice in hearing, from
his lips, an affirmation of the right of the Jewish
state to exist, even in what he believes to be his
Middle Eastern ‘hood.

And so I would hope that as the board of the
Islamic center starts to prepare the guest list for
the inevitable opening event that they might
invite Israel’s ambassador to the United States,
Michael Oren, to speak.

Now that would be a grand gesture that
would help many Jews, and many Americans,
sleep better at night.

(Jeffrey K. Salkin is the rabbi of Temple Israel
in Columbus, Ga., and the president of Kol
Echad: Making Judaism Matter. He is the editor

of “A Dream Of Zion: American Jews Reflect On Why Israel Matters
To Them.”)
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The “Mosque”

Op-Ed: The words behind the man behind the NY mosque 

FEISAL ABDUL RAUF
imam of the Masjid al-Farah 

The creation of Israel was an unfortunate
byproduct of the nation-state idea. Jews
lived completely peacefully in the Muslim
world for centuries.



10 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, August 25, 2010



I don’t know how
it happened, but his
summer I became
addicted to reality
television, specifical-
ly “The
Bachelorettte” on
ABC. The show’s
theme is finding “Mr.
Right”, getting that

important marriage proposal and living happi-
ly ever after.

Here’s how it works. A young, perky, beauti-
ful girl is presented with a group of 25 well-
built, eligible bachelors. Each week, the bach-
elorette and her “suitors” travel to exotic world
destinations for romantic dates. Scantily-clad,
they romp in the surf, participate in contests to
win “one-on-one” dates with their damsel,
and try to stand out of the pack with cheesey
lines like, “I’m here to guard and protect your
heart”, or “I think I’m falling in love with Ali
(this season’s bachlorette).”

By the end of each episode she must cull the
herd by sending one heartbroken hunk home.
The process continues, as four finalists take the
bachelorette to their respective hometowns,
for a meet and greet with could-be in-laws.
Then the last two lotharios meet her family (to
get their blessing), and take a trip to the jewel-
ers to chose a fabulous diamond engagement
ring for that “just-in-case “proposal. 

Who will the bachelorette choose? Suspense
continues until the very last moments of the
very last show when, there by a tropical water-
fall, “Mr. Right” gets down on one knee,
declares his love and proposes. As the sun sets,
and the music swells, the beautiful couple
hug, kiss, and laugh with delight and happi-
ness at finding their true love! 

Realistically speaking, most of these hook-up
engagements never get to the altar. It’s great
television, a video romance novella with
beautiful people, fabulous fashions and
undreamed of destinations. We voyeurs (as
opposed to voyagers) sit on our couches and
live vicariously while rooting for our favorite
bachelors to be chosen. 

So how can one find “Mr. Right” in the real
world these days? There’s the club and bar
scene, speed dating, and of course chat rooms
and internet match making services.

What a far cry from the days when I was
looking for my “Mr. Right”!

In those primitive times nice girls didn’t go to
bars, and phoning a guy was out of the ques-
tion. We relied on the” Fix-Up”. This was
when a friend or relative who “knew some-
one” tried to make a shidduch (match). 

My Aunt Belle was bound and determined
to pair me with one of the sons of her rich
friends. After a few of these “fix-ups” I learned
that when auntie said, “He has a great person-
ality”, it usually meant that it was going to be
a very long evening. I also found out that a
great phone voice didn’t necessarily match its
owner.

Take Charlie F., for instance. Aunt Belle told
me that he not only had a great personality, but
he was VERY, VERY WEALTHY (an obvious
selling point for her, but I sensed trouble)!!

Our first phone conversation went some-
thing like this:

Him: “Hi Jill. This is Charlie F. Are you a
blonde? (no) I love blondes!”

Me: “So Charlie, are you in school, or do you
work?”

Him: “I’m very rich. Money is no object with
me.”

Despite this daunting conversation (or
maybe the fact that I would one day write this

in a column), I agreed to a first date, a round
of miniature golf (a big crowd pleaser in the
50’s and 60’s) followed by dinner. The big day
arrived. The door bell rang and when I opened
the door, my heart sank. There he was, a
paunchy sloppy looking fella dressed in a loud
Hawaiian print shirt with a fedora on his head.
For those of you old enough to remember, he
looked a lot like late comedian Jackie Leonard.

“Hi Jill. Boy, are we going to have a fun
time”, he said, as he put out his hand. “Shake”.
It was the old “joy buzzer” trick. “Gotcha”, he
laughed.

This guy was definitely “Mr. Wrong”. He
threw a tantrum when I beat him at miniature
golf. In fact, he threw his golf club, and was
escorted from the windmill water hazard and
out the gate by the course manager. Things got
worse at the restaurant. “ORDER ANYTHING
ON THE MENU, AS LONG AS IT’S LESS
THAN A DOLLAR!”, he said in a very loud
voice, guffawing at his perceived humor.

When I opted for a toasted English muffin,
Charlie got upset. “NO, NO, I WAS ONLY
KIDDING. HAVE THE MOST EXPENSIVE
THING ON THE MENU. I’M RICH. I CAN
AFFORD IT,” he bellowed. Despite the fact
that I really did want the muffin, Charlie
ordered the Deluxe Tuna Platter for me. What
a fiasco! My blind date, now renamed forever
in my memory as “Charlie Tuna”, would be my
last “fix-up”!

Ultimately, my Mr.
Right did come
along. I saw him
across a crowded
room at an all-you-
can-eat brisket fest
when I wasn’t really
“looking” (but that’s
another story).

Maybe that’s how
it’s supposed to hap-
pen. One day he’ll
just pop into your life
without warning. A
gentle smile here, a
kind word there,
opening a door for
you to pass
through….it’s those
simple and lovely
moments, lacking
any fanfare, that may
quietly tell you he
has arrived.

Wednesday, August 25, 2010, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   11

Jill Brandes The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its sixth
year of assisting members of the Jewish
community of Manitoba who are experi-
encing a temporary financial hardship.
Funding for this program is supported gen-
erously by The Asper Foundation. A borrow-
er must be a Jewish resident of Manitoba
and be able to demonstrate both a need for
the loan as well as the ability to repay it.
Applicants must be able to provide qualified
guarantors who are willing to cosign for the
loan. These interest free loans have assisted
students, seniors, single parents, longtime
residents and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan she
received:

“I just wanted to express my appreciation
for the loan that I received. It allowed me to
purchase my first home which was quite a
milestone for me. Being a single parent,
with financial limitations, the loan helped
me to realize my dream of being a home-
owner. As a result my future, and that of my
children, is more stable and secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying for
a loan please see the contact information in
the accompanying ad below or view the
JCFS website for more details. www.jcfswin-
nipeg.org

“Looking for Mr. Right in all the Wrong Places”
ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

CHARLIE TUNA
Brought a joy buzzer on a blind date.



Barclays to pay $298 million 
in sanctions settlement

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Barclays Bank will pay $298 million to set-
tle charges that it violated U.S. sanctions by conducting transactions

with clients in Iran,
Cuba, Libya, Sudan
and Myanmar. 

According to court
documents filed
Monday, the
London-based bank
was charged with
violating the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
E m e r g e n c y
Economic Powers
Act and the Trading
with the Enemy Act. 

From 1995 until
2006, the bank “vio-
lated both U.S. and
New York state crim-
inal laws by know-
ingly and willfully
moving or permit-
ting to be moved
hundreds of millions
of dollars through
the U.S. financial
system on behalf of
banks from Cuba,
Iran, Libya, Sudan
and Myanmar,”
according to court
documents. 

Barclays will split
the payment equally
between the U.S.
government and
New York, according
to reports. If the
bank complies with
the terms of the set-
tlement, the charges
will be dismissed in
two years. 

Reuters reported
that Wachovia Bank
settled charges last
March that it failed
to stop millions of
Colombian and
Mexican drug traf-
fickers’ money from
being laundered
using accounts at
the bank. Last
December, prosecu-
tors said the Swiss
Bank Credit Suisse

Group AG had been hiding thousands of transactions with clients in
Iran, Sudan, Libya and other sanctioned nations for decades. 

Barclays reportedly cooperated fully with the investigation and is
conducting its own internal probe. 

Walk out on Ahmadinejad at U.N., 
key Jewish group urges

(JTA) – A major Jewish umbrella organization has called on member
states of the United Nations to walk out on a speech by Iran’s presi-
dent. 

Anticipating that Mahmoud Ahmadinejad again will seek to address
the General Assembly this year, leaders of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations issued a statement
asking delegates to leave should Ahmadinejad be allowed to speak
before the international body. 

The 65th session of the U.N. General Assembly in New York starts
Sept. 14. 

“It is imperative for nations to cherish the values of freedom and
mutual respect and absent themselves or walk out if President
Ahmadinejad speaks before the U.N. General Assembly,” Presidents
Conference Chairman Alan Solow and Executive Vice Chair Malcolm
Hoenlein said in the statement. “We are issuing the call well in
advance of the UNGA opening session so that nations have a chance
to deliberate and ample time to make a decision. 

“President Ahmadinejad’s rhetoric has only become more extreme
as have the violations of human rights under his government.
Optimally, we would like to see Mr. Ahmadinejad denied the oppor-
tunity to speak at the UN as he violates its charter by threatening and
calling for the elimination of another member state.” 

Iran to build uranium-enriching plant in ‘11
(JTA) – Iran will begin building its

third plant for enriching uranium in
2011, the head of its atomic energy
organization said. 

Ali Akbar Salehi made the announce-
ment Monday, the French news agency
AFP reported. 

Also Monday, President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad signed a law compelling
Tehran to continue enriching uranium
and limiting its cooperation with the
U.N.’s nuclear watchdog. 

Ahmadinejad announced last year
that 10 uranium-enriching plants
would be constructed. Iran has one
functioning plant now; a second is
under construction. 

Salehi did not say where the new
plant would be built. In the past he
reportedly has said that plants would
be built in areas not vulnerable to air attacks. 

The United States, the United Nations and the European Union have
passed stricter sanctions against Iran for refusing to stop enriching ura-
nium. Iran said the uranium will only be used for energy. 

JDC to help Pakistani flood victims
(JTA) – The American Jewish Joint Distribution

Committee will aid victims of the floods in Pakistan.
JDC is collecting funds to provide Pakistani flood victims

with food, clothing, medicine and other necessities.
Flooding began about three weeks ago and has affected

more than 170 million people, according to the Associated
Press.

“By harnessing our vast experience in international dis-
aster relief and tapping our network of partners on the
ground to asses the most pressing needs, JDC will quickly
respond to those affected by the floods in Pakistan,” JDC
CEO Steven Schwager said in a statement. “Guided by the
principle of tikkun olam (repairing the world), we’ll help
ensure that the most vulnerable are reached.”

The organization is coordinating efforts with the Office of
Foreign Disaster Assistance and Interaction in Washington.

JDC provides aid in countries around the world to imme-
diate and long-term support for victims of natural and man-
made disaster. It also helped Pakistanis after the 2005 and
2008 earthquakes and implemented relief efforts in Haiti
following the earthquake this year.
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Harvard says it’s not divesting from Israel
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Harvard University said the sale of some of its investments in Israel

was not politically motivated and it is not divesting from Israel. 
Harvard spokesman John Longbrake told Foreign Policy that the university sold $39 million

in stocks in five Israeli companies because Israeli stocks could no longer be considered part of
the emerging markets portfolio, where they previously had been held. 

“The university has not divested from Israel,” Longbrake said. “Israel was moved from the
MSCI, our benchmark in emerging markets, to the EAFE index in May due to its successful
growth. Our emerging markets holdings were rebalanced accordingly.” 

He said Harvard is still invested in Israel but declined to go into specifics. 
According to Foreign Policy, several of the stocks that were sold – Teva Pharmaceutical

Industries, NICE Systems, Check Point Software Technologies, Cellcom Israel and Partner
Communications – were doing poorly. 

Nevertheless, the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions for Palestine movement claimed a vic-
tory, according to Foreign Policy. The BDS campaign targets Israeli consumer, academic, cul-
tural and sports organizations. 

The Anti-Defamation League said the BDS campaign also claimed that Hampshire College
divested from Israel in February 2009 – a claim that was rejected by the college. 

‘Glee’ star: Proud of Jewish nose
NEW YORK (JTA) – Lea Michele, who plays Rachel Berry on the

popular television show “Glee,” said she is proud of her Jewish
nose. 

“I’ve always been proud of my body, my Jewish nose and all of
that,” Michele, who reportedly has a Jewish father, said in a tele-
vision interview. 

“Hollywood’s Hollywood, but that’s not going to change,” she
said. 

N.J. man arrested in scam on Orthodox
NEW YORK (JTA) – A New Jersey man was arrested for alleged-

ly running a $200 million real estate scam that fed on the
Orthodox community. 

Police had been investigating Eliyahu Weinstein of Lakewood,
N.J., since last December on suspicion that he bilked millions of
dollars from members of Orthodox Jewish communities in New
York, Miami and London through bogus real estate deals. 

Weinstein was arrested Aug. 12 and jailed without bail. 
The New York Jewish Week had reported last December that 14

investors, almost all Orthodox Jews, had filed complaints against
Weinstein alleging that he misappropriated their money. According to one of the com-
plainants, the 35-year-old entrepreneur used his background as a yeshiva student to gain their
trust and then embezzled their money. 

According to the federal charges brought against him, Weinstein repeatedly sold properties
that he did not
own and drew
up fake leases to
entice donors to
invest in rental
properties that
he made look
lucrative. 

“Weinstein is
charged with
offering an array
of lucrative
i n v e s t m e n t
oppor tun i t i e s
that served the
single purpose
of fattening his
wallet,” said
U.S. Attorney
Paul Fishman,
according to The
Newark Star
Ledger. “It is
always offensive
when someone
steals from oth-
ers to finance his
own luxurious
lifestyle, but it is
e s p e c i a l l y
galling to exploit
a community
with whom one
shares an inher-
ent trust. 
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By DAVID OLIVESTONE
NEW YORK (JTA) –

Sounding the shofar in
the synagogue on Rosh
Hashanah is the high
point of my year.

No other mitzvah in
Judaism is so dependent
on a personal skill or
entails such high drama.
And, at least for me, no
other mitzvah renders
quite the same sense of
achievement and fulfill-
ment.

I often hear people talk
about the awakening
power of the sound of
the shofar – how awe-
some a moment or how
inspiring an experience it is for them to hear
it. For me, it is both a very public and an
intensely personal experience.

As I approach the bimah, I find myself quite
alone, concentrating intently on what I have
to do. Yet I am also highly conscious of being
surrounded by hundreds of people who are
relying on my ability to enable them to fulfill
the central observance of the day.

In Numbers 29:1, the Torah designates the
first day of the seventh month, that is Rosh
Hashanah, as “a day of blowing the shofar.”
The Oral Law, as interpreted by the rabbis,
sets out a number of regulations concerning
both the instrument itself and the manner in
which it is to be sounded.

The shofar must be fashioned out of a ram’s
horn. With the smaller end cut off, the horn is
straightened out a little by heating it, so that a
hole can be bored through it. A mouthpiece
is formed out of the horn itself. No finger
holes or reed or valves – such as you would
find on other wind or brass instruments – may
be added to help vary the notes. Thus, the
only control you have over the notes is how
you use your lips and your tongue.

How to Blow
To produce a note, first use your tongue to

moisten the extreme right-hand corner of
your lips, and place the shofar firmly against
them in that spot. With your lips tightly
closed, make a tiny hole in them where the
shofar is, and then force air into it as if you
were making a Bronx cheer (a rasping sound),
but without actually producing such a rude
noise.

If you get it right, a bright and powerful note
will emerge from the shofar. The tighter you
squeeze the shofar against your lips, the high-
er the note that you will sound. It’s not nec-
essary to puff out your cheeks; breathe in and
hold the breath in your chest, letting it out
slowly to control the length of the note.

The Three Mandatory Sounds
The sequence and the length of the notes

must follow the established pattern with great
accuracy. The three mandatory sounds are
designed to awaken thoughts of repentance
and of subservience to God in the mind of
the listener.

First comes the teki’ah, a long, clear note of
alarm. This is used to bracket each of the
other sounds, which are meant to be evoca-
tive of crying. The shevarim, a three-part
note, suggests the sound of sighing or moan-
ing. The teru’ah, consisting of nine rapid-fire
staccato sounds, dramatically echoes the
sobbing of someone in despair.

One hundred notes, in various combina-
tions, are sounded at intervals throughout the
Rosh Hashanah service, and each set is

capped by a teki’ah gedolah, an extra-long
note in which many also hear a sign of
strength and hope.

Not too many people persevere enough to
become really proficient at blowing the sho-
far. Many of those who do so learned the skill
from their fathers at a very young age, as I did
myself. But each year, it takes much practice
over a month or so both to perfect the notes
once again and to retool the muscles of the
lips and the strength of the lungs.

The Sound of My Thoughts
Since there’s no real way of controlling the

quality of the shofar’s sound, you can never
be 100 percent confident that the right sound
will emerge. So whatever spiritual thoughts I
might try to have as I prepare myself to sound
the shofar usually evaporate as I begin, and I
am left simply hoping that, despite my trepi-
dation, the notes will come out as perfectly as
they did when I was practicing.

Yet being in control of the shofar’s power is
an extraordinary privilege and responsibility.
Sometimes I like to think that the next teki’ah
or the next shevarim could be the one that
carries the congregation’s prayers soaring to
the heavens. Sometimes I pray that this word-
less animal sound that I am producing will
have the ability to take the place of the
prayers that are unspoken – those that words
are inadequate to express.

I will not deny that I enjoy the congratula-
tions and the handshakes that are offered to
me after I sound the last teki’ah gedolah. And
what am I thinking at this point, when it’s all
over? That in just one year, with God’s help, I
will get to do it again.

(David Olivestone, senior communications
officer at the Orthodox Union, has blown the
shofar at Cong. Ohab Zedek, a prominent
138-year-old Orthodox synagogue in New
York, for the past 23 years.)
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By SUE FISHKOFF 
SAN FRANCISCO (JTA) – When I’m invited

to a Shabbat or holiday meal in a Jewish
home, I always bring kosher wine. Not just
that, I try to make it Israeli.

It’s not because I keep kosher. And it’s not
because the people I’m visiting necessarily
keep kosher either. So if wine by any other
name smells as sweet, why bother?

I know I’m not alone – plenty of Jews who
ordinarily ignore the laws of kashrut buy
kosher wine for Shabbat, stock their pantries
with kosher-for-Passover food every spring
and pay extra for kosher catering at their sim-
chas.

Hypocritical? Yes, if you believe that
procuring and ingesting kosher food has
merit only within the context of a fully obser-
vant lifestyle.

But that construct holds sway today mainly
at the far ends of the observance spectrum,
among those fervent Orthodox who don’t tol-
erate any deviation from kashrut and the few
remaining Classical Reform Jews who are
hostile to Jewish rituals in general, including
kashrut.

Increasing numbers of American Jews,
however, do not consider the kosher diet a
Divine commandment but an expression of
Jewish identity, a mark of membership in the
tribe. As such, it is a moving target. Putting
kosher food on the table does not signal one’s
denominational affiliation or level of obser-
vance so much as the strength of one’s con-
nection to Jewish history, Jewish community
and even the land of Israel.

It’s a different, very modern and specifical-
ly Western way of looking at Jewish dietary
practice. Let’s look at the numbers.
According to the Mintel International Group,
a market research firm that releases periodic
reports on the kosher industry, more than 40
percent of the food sold in American super-
markets is kosher-certified. The group’s
January 2009 report claimed that $195 bil-
lion of the previous year’s $400 billion in
food sales came from kosher products, an
astounding figure given that Jews make up
less than 3 percent of the population and
most don’t even keep kosher.

Sure, most of that kosher-certified food rep-
resents mainstream products such as Heinz
ketchup and Tropicana orange juice that con-
sumers buy without regard to its kosher sta-
tus. More telling is the same report’s figure of
$12.5 billion in sales within the dedicated
kosher market, meaning products purchased
because of the kosher label.

Who’s buying this food? Many are non-Jews
who believe that kosher food, especially
kosher meat and poultry, is safer, healthier
and of higher quality than its non-kosher
counterpart. Others are non-Jews whose
moral or religious beliefs are satisfied by
kosher certification: Muslims who buy kosher
meat when halal is unavailable and vegetari-
ans who seek a “D” symbol indicating a
meatless product fall into this category. They
might be lactose-intolerant, assured by a
pareve label that a product contains no dairy;
the reasons are myriad.

But many of the people who buy kosher
food on purpose are Jewish but nonobser-
vant. Some of them buy kosher products for
the same reason as non-Jews; they believe it’s
safer or of higher quality. Many more, how-
ever, do it for reasons of community, tradition
and Jewish identity.

This is particularly true on the Jewish holi-

days, which have become times for nonob-
servant Jews to connect with their history by
setting Jewish food on the table. Many Jews
who don’t keep kosher the rest of the year
buy kosher wine and matzah for Passover,
sometimes out of respect for parents or
grandparents, sometimes because it makes
them feel more Jewish and sometimes
because of an inchoate feeling that it would
be wrong to do otherwise.

For its January 2009 report, Mintel surveyed
2,500 adults about their food-buying habits.
Thirteen percent, or 335 respondents, said
they regularly buy kosher food.

Of the 86 percent who said they were not
observant Jews, 25 percent said they buy
kosher food out of respect for their own or
their partner’s family traditions. Researchers
interpreted that to mean they are Jewish, sim-
ply not kosher observant. And more than half
said they buy kosher products “occasionally,”
which the researchers chalked up to Passover,
Rosh Hashanah and impending visits by the
in-laws.

Food manufacturers are well aware of this
holiday shopping phenomenon.
Manufacturers of so-called traditional kosher
foods such as matzah and gefilte fish typical-
ly do 40 percent of their business strictly at
Passover. Spokesmen for the Manischewitz
Company put that figure at 50 percent. When
I was researching my book about kashrut and
the kosher food industry, “Kosher Nation:
Why More and More
of America’s Food
Answers to a Higher
Authority,” I spoke to
many self-described
nonobservant or par-
tially observant Jews
who bring out the
kosher food on
sacred occasions.

One women in
Glenview, Ill., told
me that she keeps a
kosher-style home,
meaning she does
not bring in pork or
shellfish, but she will
buy packaged food
products without
kosher symbols. She
keeps “kosher by
ingredient,” reading
the labels to make
sure a product con-
tains no lard or other
clearly non-kosher
ingredients.

But when her chil-
dren were growing
up, she said she
made the family
home kosher for
Passover every
spring. They’d put all
the bread, pasta,
cereals and other
non-Passover foods
in a pantry, which
she would lock for
the duration of the
holiday. The kids
would draw skulls
and crossbones on
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As the High
Holidays approach I
begin the tasks of
preparation. The shul
seat tickets have been
purchased and my
family have all started
to go for haircuts. The
suits and shirts in the

closet need to be checked to see if it is time for
new clothes in honour of the upcoming holi-
days.

The holidays are so rich in meaning  and
there are many different minhags  or traditions
that are observed. The dishes and recipes I pre-
pare connects me back with memories  I have
from  my  parents when I was a child in
Winnipeg.  

The table is beautifully set with the dishes I
bought from my Aunt’s  Winnipeg  store The
Glass House. The silverware is from my late
aunt Rose Miller and the tablecloth from my
grandmother. The table is adorned with flow-
ers from my garden that were inspired by my
late father. 

Here in Toronto when my family returns
from shul on Erev Rosh  Hashana we say sev-
eral blessings or Simanim on symbolic foods.
In the machzorim there are seven foods men-
tioned, dates, apples, leeks,  peas, gourds,
pomegranates and fish each accompanied
with a special blessing corresponding to what
each food symbolizes. Of course the most
common custom is after Kiddush we dip our
challa into honey rather than sprinkle it with
salt. By doing so we are hoping that G-d pro-
vides us our family and friends with a happy
and sweet year. We then begin our meal with
geflite fish. For years mom brought me picker-
el from Gimli where my parents had a cottage
for 40 years. The pickerel makes a nice gefilte
fish and I prefer it to what’s available in
Toronto as here it is already ground and mixed
in with pike and whitefish. We eat fish in
hopes that we will be fruitful this year. Fish is
a symbol of abundance and fertility.

Of course, the most meaningful part is hav-
ing the family at the table. This year we are
lucky to have both our married sons and their
wives, Shira and Rachie, along with our first

grandson, Akiva, and our youngest Joshua at
home for Rosh Hashana. 

L’shana Tova. A Sweet, Healthy and Happy
New Year  to you and yours.

* * *
MY VERY GOOD FRIEND HELEN’S 

GEFILTE FISH LOAF
Make 2 nice size loafs that can be made

ahead and frozen
Each loaf 10 nice size servings

3 lbs copped fish
4 eggs
4 tbsp. Matzo meal
3/4 cup cold water
2 carrots shredded
3 to 4 tsp salt
1 to 2 tsp pepper 5 tbsp. Sugar ( 1/2 cup for
sweeter taste)
1/2 cup oil
4 medium onions

Spray pan your loaf pans and line the inside
of the pans with sliced carrot

Brown sliced onions in  the oil
In the food processor shred carrots, add eggs

salt pepper, water fish, matzo meal and onion
mixtures and mix well.

Pour the mixture in the 2 loaf pans
Bake 325 for 1 hour and 20 minutes covered

and then 15 minutes uncovered.
Cool and refrigerate. Good 3 days fresh in

the fridge
* **

NEW YEAR SIMANIM SALAD
Salad Ingredients
1 large head butter lettuce
1 bunch baby spinach
Seeds of pomegranate
1/4 cup toasted raw pumpkin seeds
1/2 yellow skinned apple cored and cut in
chunks
1/2 red apple cleaned cored cut in chunks
8 pitted dried dates

Thoroughly clean lettuce and spinach and
tear into small pieces
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the door to indicate it was off-limits for the
next eight days. She also bought kosher-for-
Passover food items, even though those same
foods without kosher symbols were good
enough the rest of the year.

“Partly it was how I was raised,” she told
me. “Partly it’s a way to identify as Jewish.
And partly it’s to honor my forefathers and
foremothers.”

So why do I seek out kosher Israeli wine for
Shabbat and Jewish holidays? Probably
because I miss Israel, where I lived for many
years as a kibbutz volunteer and newspaper
reporter.

Marxist philosopher Walter Benjamin
explains this as the (illusory) power of the
artifact to collapse the distance between pro-
ducer and consumer. When I hold a bottle of
Yarden Cabernet, I feel a physical connection
to the soil, the grapes and the workers who
produced it. And when I pour it into my cup
and make the kiddush, I feel connected to
the generations of Jews who have broken
bread together over the years and are doing
so today no matter where they live.

Illusory? Not to the soul. Names do matter,
no matter how sweet the drink.

(Sue Fishkoff is a JTA staff writer in the San
Francisco Bay area and the author of “Kosher
Nation: Why More and More of America’s
Food Answers to a Higher Authority, to be
published by Schocken Books in October.)

Keeping kosher
(Cont. from page 15.)

(Cont. on page 17. See “Francine Teller”.)
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Honey leek Vinaigrette
1/4 cup oil
2 tbsp. Vinegar
1 tbsp minced leek

(white part only)
2 tbsp honey
1 tsp Dijon mustard
1/2 tsp salt 1/4 tsp garlic powder
Pinch of cayenne pepper

Combine together, refrigerate for 4 hours and up
to 5 days

Place a portion  and each guests salad plate.
Arrange leaves, seeds dates and apples. And driz-

zle vinaigrette.
* * * 

CHICKEN WITH EGGPLANT AND ROASTED
RED PEPPER SAUCE (meat) 

Fast, easy and elegant
2 red bell peppers
2 small eggplant 
2 tablespoon olive oil; (2 to 4)
4 skinless boneless chicken breasts halves
1 Vidalia or sweet type onion; peeled, sliced
1 teaspoon fresh garlic; minced
1/4 cup red or white wine

HERBS: 1 to 2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh
herbs, such as thyme or parsley, or herbs de
Provencal.

To Roast Peppers: Core peppers and remove seed.
Place the peppers on the grill or under the broiler,
turning them, until charred all over, nearly black.
Remove and place in a plastic or paper bag to
steam off skin. When cool enough to handle,
remove charred skin.

Puree grilled peppers and vinegar in a food
processor or blender and process until smooth. Set
it aside. Preheat grill pan or broiler. Halve eggplant,
score in 2 or 3 places and brush with some of the
oil. Place the eggplant on the grill pan, cut side
down. Turn after about 5 minutes. Cook until almost
soft. Add chicken breasts to grill and cook 3 minutes
on each side, turning until done. Remove to a plate.
Heat the rest of the oil in a large frying pan until it
sizzles when a drop of water is added. Add the
onion and saute until somewhat translucent, but
NOT brown. Add the garlic (DO NOT brown garlic
or it will be bitter!) Add pureed pepper, eggplants,
and chicken to frying pan, and heat together, about
5 minutes. Place chicken mixture on a platter. Place
eggplant and sauce around it. Sprinkle with herbs of
choice. Makes 4 servings.

* * *
BEEF TONGUE

(6 to 8 servings)
1 (3- to 5-pound) beef tongue, fresh, pickled, or
smoked
Water
1 large onion, sliced (about 1. cups/8 ounces)
2 bay leaves
3 cloves garlic, crushed (optional)
3 to 4 whole cloves (optional)
1 tablespoon vinegar (optional)

1.  Cover the tongue with cold water, bring to a
boil, and drain.

2.  Cover the tongue with fresh water
and add the remaining ingredients.  Bring
to a boil, cover, reduce the heat to low,
and simmer until fork tender (about 50
minutes per pound; 2 to 3 hours).  (When
tender, the tip of the tongue will feel ten-
der when pressed and tiny bones in the
root will come out easily.  A calf’s tongue
takes about 1 hours to cook.)

3.  Before the tongue cools, peel off the
skin (taste buds).  Strain the cooking liq-
uid and let the tongue cool in the broth.
Store in the broth until ready to use.  Cut
into -inch thick slices. (Thinner slices
tend to fall apart when reheating.)  If
desired, serve with mustard.

* * *
TURKEY BREAST BAKED WITH
CARAMELIZED ONIONS (meat)

This dish is good served on mashed
potatoes. Make them your favorite way,
but try using prepared horseradish, about
2 teaspoons per 3 pounds of potatoes for
a really delicious side dish.
1 boneless turkey breast half skin on
about 3 1/2 pounds
3 tablespoons flour
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 to 3 sweet onions such as
Maui or Vidalia sliced thin
1 tablespoon fresh thyme
leaves
1 tablespoon soy sauce
1 teaspoon balsamic vinegar
freshly ground pepper to taste
3/4 cups chicken broth
2 teaspoon sliced green
onions; optional

Preheat oven to 350. Dust
turkey breast on both sides with
the flour. Heat the oil in large,
non-stick skillet over medium-
high heat. Add the sliced
onions. Cook over medium
heat, stirring occasionally,
about 5 to 7 minutes until they
are slightly golden. Stir in the
thyme, soy sauce, balsamic
vinegar and pepper. Place the
turkey, skin-side up, in 9X13
baking pan. Pour the onion
mixture on top, so that some
stays on top of turkey and some
falls into pan. Pour the broth
around turkey. Cover loosely
with aluminum foil. Bake for
45 minutes; remove the foil.
Bake until instant-read ther-
mometer reads 170 degrees
when inserted into thickest part
of breast, 30 to 45 minutes. Let
the breast rest 10 minutes.
Slice and serve. Serves 4 to 6.
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The discrepancies
between the two
sides were evident
in the delicate way

U.S. officials tried to treat the issue of pre-
conditions to the talks.

“Only the parties can determine terms of
reference and basis for negotiations, and they
will do so when they meet and discuss these
matters,” George Mitchell, the top U.S. envoy
to the region, said in the news conference
announcing the invitations. 

“As you know, both we and the Quartet
have previously said that the negotiations
should be without preconditions.” The
Quartet is the grouping that guides the

Middle East peace process: the United States,
Russia, the European Union and the United
Nations.

Yet in launching the news conference,
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton seemed to
say that both of the elements Israel is resisting
indeed would be on the table: Final-status
issues and a deadline.

“On behalf of the United States govern-
ment, I’ve invited Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu and Palestinian Authority
President Abbas to meet on Sept. 2 in
Washington, D.C. to re-launch direct negoti-
ations to resolve all final-status issues, which
we believe can be completed within one
year,” Clinton said.

Was that a deadline, a reporter asked
Mitchell? Not quite, he said, adding.
“We believe it can be done within a year
and that is our objective.”

Then there is the matter of U.S.
involvement. Mitchell insisted that the
talks would be bilateral, ostensibly
diminishing the U.S. role. 

He said the United States was ready to
offer “bridging proposals” – the formula-
tions that negotiating sides request from
a moderator when talks hit a snag. But
the way he put it suggested that the
United States might offer such proposals

even if the sides do not request them.
“This is a direct bilateral negotiation with

the active and sustained support of the
United States,” he said. “And we will make
bridging proposals at such time as we deem
necessary and appropriate.” 

The determined, active voice he used was
not unintentional: Mitchell later repeated the
phrase.

The Palestinians have been pressing for a
more active U.S. role, saying that it would
help balance Israel’s stronger hand as an
established state with a powerful military.
Israel would rather deal directly with the
Palestinians, preferring not to countenance an
active U.S. role that conceivably could exac-
erbate already delicate Israeli relations with
the United States.

Not surprisingly, then, the statement from
Netanyahu’s office welcoming the renewed
talks ñ which came immediately after the
announcement – did not mention final-status
issues, deadlines or U.S. intervention.

“The prime minister has been calling for
direct negotiations for the past year and a
half,” the statement said. “He was pleased
with the American clarification that the talks
would be without preconditions.”

The Palestinian Authority’s response to the
announcement of the talks was less than

enthusiastic. It took
till the end of last
Friday for them to
welcome the invita-
tion to talks, and
Palestinian leaders
later warned that if
Israelís 10-month set-
tlement freeze is
allowed to expire in
late September, the
talks are off.

Netanyahu’s state-
ment did not say
what he intends to do
about the freeze.
Israeli officials
reportedly have told
their U.S. counter-
parts that Netanyahu
would not be able to
sustain the moratori-
um on settlement
building without the
cover of peace talks. 

Similarly, the Arab
League, which this
summer provided
much needed cover
to Mahmoud Abbas
in approving the
peace talks, needs
the negotiations as
cover to maintain its
support of the United
States.

Both Mitchell and
the Quartet made it
clear that they
expected the settle-
ment moratorium to
be extended.

“Our position on
settlements is well-
known and remains
unchanged,” Mitchell
said. 

“We’ve always
made clear that the
parties should pro-
mote an environment
that is conducive to
negotiations.”
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Peace talks

Peace talks
(Cont. from page 1.)
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Ricki Segal Activities at Temple Shalom:
Temple Shalom Religious School encourages and challenges children to

explore, question and grow in their understanding of Judaism. Our primary pur-
pose is to produce literate Jews and instill in our children a genuine pride in
their Jewishness, a love of devotion to Judaism and the Jewish people. Our out-
standing classrooms, teachers Catherine Emanuel and Jennifer Curtis-Lane offer
a varied and creative program in a warm and nurturing environment with low
pupil-teacher ratios. We recognize that the primary influence on children is the
home, where, indeed, Jewish tradition places the responsibility of educating
children. To that extent we engage in a partnership with the home and invite
participation of parents and family. We offer children a unique and comple-
mentary Jewish educational experience in an after-school (4:30 -6:00 PM) and
Sunday morning (9:45 am to 12:30 pm) program. Students with special learn-
ing needs are welcome.

Sunday classes:
-Ages 5–7 -An activity-based program introducing festivals, blessings and

Jewish themes through games, songs, arts and crafts.
-Ages 8-13 -Modern Hebrew, Jewish history and culture, Tfillah
Wednesday Hebrew classes : 4:30 pm – 6:00 pm 
Rosh Chodesh: facilitated by Sherry Wolfe, this wonderful program gives post

Bat Mitzvah girls the opportunity to learn to deal with the pressures of adoles-
cence while developing a strong Jewish identity.

For further information and fee schedules, please call the Temple Shalom
office. Please note that Registration is Sunday, September 12, 2010, 10:00 -
11:00 AM. Following registration, you are welcome to attend the children’s
tashlich service, held off-site. Classes begin the week of Sunday, September
19th at 9:45 am.

Upcoming:
High Holydays: Sat Sept 4 10:00 PM S’lichot. 

Wed Sept 8 7:30 PM Erev Rosh Hashanah
Thu Sept 9 10:00 AM Rosh Hashanah 

(Children’s Service: 9 am
NEW! Fri Sept 10 10:00 AM Study/Learning Service

Sun Sept 12 3:30 PM Tashlich-held off-site.
(Children’s Service: 11:30 am)

Fri Sept 17 7:30 PM Kol Nidre
Sat Sept 18 10:00 AM Yom Kippur 

(Children’s Service: 9 am)
Fri Sept 24 7:00 PM Sukkot Family Service 

(Pot-luck supper at 6 pm)
Non-members are welcome to purchase tickets. If this is your first time

attending High Holyday services, ask about our High Holyday Experience
Package! Please call the Temple Shalom office for details.

A mother’s Lessons
My mother Hilda Stern is a resident at the

Simkin Centre in Winnipeg. She is lost to her
family as she suffers from Lewy body
Dementia (a form of Alzheimer’s disease).
During my visits, I sit beside her and tell her
things that she will not remember a second
after I speak them. I look at her and try not to
see the woman who is sitting in the wheel-
chair in front of me. Instead, I try to think of

the woman that I remember as my mother.
My mother taught me many lessons. At the time, I didn’t realize the

importance of the messages. I thought that my mother would live for-
ever and be the same as she was when I was a child.

The most important lesson Mom taught me was “love.” Her greatest
joy was having the family over for the holidays and for Friday night
dinners. My mother’s vessel, which she shared with many women of
her generation, was food. Her cooking and baking brought her great
joy as she shared her creations with the people she loved. My father
enjoyed her cooking and thought she was the best cook in the world.
Without even realizing it, I later became a version of my mother
around food. When I asked my children over and over again what
they wanted to eat, they would say to me them, “What is it about the
word ‘No’ that you don’t understand?”

My mother would have
been a good saleswoman. I
think often of the time that
she made a blueberry cake
and said, “Have a piece. It is
only fruit.”

My dad’s favourite line was,
“Have a piece of cake. What
do you have to lose?”

So when I prepared some-
thing even as simple as lunch
for a friend, I often think of
my mother. While I am
preparing meals, especially
in the evening, I can dig into
my memory and see my
mother – not the woman sit-
ting in the wheelchair but
standing by the stove, stirring,
chopping and mixing to
make all the delicious food
we enjoyed.

My mother as a young woman always worked. On Thursday nights,
she would stay up cooking into the night to prepare for Shabbat din-
ner. Not once did she complain or say, “I am too tired to do it.”
Instead, once again, she taught me the lesson of doing for others. Her
selfishness did not become relevant to me at the time that it was hap-
pening. I only understood that lesson years later.

Another important lesson my mother taught me was about romance.
She adored my father. One day, when I was having a discussion with
her about what to cook for Rosh Hashanah, I asked, “Why don’t you
make apricot chicken?”

My mother replied, “Your father doesn’t like it.”
So I said, “Well, he isn’t the only one at the dinner.”
My mother responded, “But he is the most important one.”
Her comment caught me by surprise at the time and I have since

thought back to what she had said and marvelled at this wonderful
relationship between my parents.

Mom was very tenacious and was determined that her children
would get a Jewish education. My sister Carole and I went to Peretz
School and my brother Marvin went to Talmud Torah. The tuition even
in those days was high for my parents, as my father was a salesman in
the food industry and didn’t make a lot of money. My mother would
go and speak to the administration and lobby for them to reduce the
tuition for us so that we could obtain a Jewish education. She was suc-
cessful in this goal and we all graduated from our classes.

Culture was another thing that Mom thought was important for her
children to learn. It was not without sacrifice that my parents bought
us a piano and arranged for my sister and I to take private piano
lessons. Mom wanted us to play so that if we were at a party, we could
entertain our friends and be popular. My dad got paid on Thursdays
and our lessons were on Wednesdays after school. Mom often told us
that she had to look for change around the house so we could pay for
our piano lessons.

I will always think of my mother long after she has gone and remem-
ber the valuable lessons that she has taught me. They are deeply
embedded in my heart.

By

RICKI SEGAL
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By JOEL N. SHURKIN 
BALTIMORE (JTA) – More than a half-centu-

ry ago, the Nazis dismissed Albert Einstein’s
groundbreaking theories as “Jewish science”;
in recent years Holocaust revisionists have
taken up the anti-Einstein cause. Now, the leg-
endary physicist is facing a new wave of
attacks – this time from conservative bloggers
who say that his theory of relativity and its
iconic formula, E=mc2, are part of a “liberal
conspiracy.”

The latest debate erupted when a Web site,
Conservapedia (conservapedia.com), posted a
definition of relativity making the charge that it
was part of an ideological plot, and then added
a list of counter examples it says disprove
Einstein’s theories. The postings were picked
up by the liberal blog TPMMuckracker (tpm-
muckraker.talking-points.com) and then went
viral.

Conservapedia is the creation of Andrew
Schlafly, the 49-year-old lawyer son of Phyllis
Schlafly, the anti-abortion activist. He has a
degree in engineering physics from Princeton
University and a law degree from Harvard Law
School. 

Schlafly, who did not respond to repeated
attempts to interview him for this article,
founded Conservapedia three years ago –
reportedly because he feels that Wikipedia
(http://www.wikipedia.org), the dominant
online encyclopedia and one of the most vis-
ited Web sites in the world, has a liberal, anti-
Christian, anti-American bias.

How Einstein and his theories got embroiled in America’s cultural
wars is not clear. That his theories represent one of the great leaps in

scientific history is.
From 1666 until Einstein’s day, physics –

the way humans look at the mechanics of
nature – was dominated by the work of
Isaac Newton. Then, in 1905, the 26-year-
old Einstein published a paper on what he
called the special theory of relativity. The
famous formula is in that paper: Energy
equals mass times the speed of light
squared. While physicists can give complex,
sometimes poetic explanations for this for-
mula, it essentially means that the mass of
any object can be converted into energy.

Ten years later, Einstein added gravity to
the mix in his general theory of relativity,
which states that time and space are intri-
cately entwined. 

Every time you feel heavier when an ele-
vator you are riding in accelerates upward,
you are feeling the effects described in
Einstein’s general theory.

Initially, many scientists disbelieved these
theories, but gradually, they came around.
Experimenters from around the world set
about trying to prove – or better yet, dis-
prove – Einstein’s theories. Now, a century
later, his theories are universally accepted in
the scientific community.

Schlafly’s argument against Einstein
appears to conflate relativity, a theory in
physics about time, space and gravity, with
relativism, a philosophical argument about
morality and human experience having

nothing to do with physics. 
He points to a 1989 article by liberal law professor Lawrence Tribe

in the Harvard Law Review. Now widely disseminated on the Internet,
Tribe’s article uses relativity as a metaphor for understanding constitu-

tional law. In the footnotes, Tribe thanks the man who was then the
editor of the review: a law student named Barack Obama.

Hence, a liberal conspiracy.
Schlafly goes further, claiming that “virtually no one who is taught

and believes relativity continues to read the Bible,” but he doesn’t say
how he knows that. He also cites passages in the Christian Bible in an
effort to disprove Einstein’s theories.

Attacks on relativity have a long and sleazy history. After much of the
physics community came to accept the theories, attacks continued
from less admirable sources, including anti-Semites who were appar-
ently upset that a Jew was being credited with producing something
that important. They called it “Jewish science.” Nazis, believing that
Germans should do better, came up with an alternative – totally inco-
herent – concept they called Deutsche Physik, which set back physics
in Germany until after World War II.

Now, a new generation of Einstein deniers, including some
Holocaust revisionists, are launching their own attacks, simultaneous-
ly rejecting Einstein’s science and accusing him of stealing his ideas
from others.

They point to the published work of French physicist Jules Henri
Poincaré, and Dutch physicist Hendrik Antoon Lorentz, which pre-
ceded Einstein’s publication by several years. 

These men were superb physicists (Lorentz won a Nobel Prize) and
they had thought about relativity, but neither made the huge leap in
imagination Einstein did, although Poincaré came close and probably
did influence him.

Another claim is that the theories originated with Einstein’s first wife,
the Serbian physics student Mileva Maric. She may well have served
as a sounding board, but respected physicists and historians say no
serious evidence exists that she made any substantive contribution.

While there is no overt anti-Semitism in the Conservapedia entries
on Einstein, the ones on relativity are redolent with the old arguments.

20 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, August 25, 2010

Albert Einstein & American right-wingers

It’s all relative: You say Einstein is ‘Jewish science,’ I say ‘liberal conspiracy’ 

ALBERT EINSTEIN
The legendary physicist is facing a new wave
of attacks – this time from conservative blog-
gers who say that his theory of relativity and
its iconic formula, E=mc2, are part of a “lib-
eral conspiracy.”

(Cont. on page 21. See “Einstein”.)

Attacks on relativity have a long and sleazy history.
After much of the physics community came to accept
the theories, attacks continued from less admirable

sources, including anti-Semites who were apparently
upset that a Jew was being credited with producing

something that important. 
They called it “Jewish science.”
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Einstein

For instance,
Schlafly writes:
“The theory... is
heavily promoted

by liberals who like its encouragement of rel-
ativism and its tendency to mislead people in
how they view the world.”

Greg Gbur, assistant professor of physics at
the University of North Carolina at Charlotte,
argued in his blog, Skulls in the Stars, that if
you “replace ‘liberals’ with ‘Jews’ in [that]
sentence,” the words might as well have
been written by a Nazi circa 1930s-era
Germany.

In an effort to discredit Einstein’s theories,
Schlafly provides a list of about two dozen
“counterexamples.” Scientists looking at the
list say many are irrelevant, some misinter-
pret the science, and many are flat wrong.
The latter category, they say, includes
Schlafly’s claim that no useful devices have
been “developed based on any insights pro-
vided by the theory; no lives have been saved
or helped, and the theory has not led to other
useful theories and may have interfered with
scientific progress.”

Almost everyone who has had a PET
(positron emission tomography) scan in a
hospital, or who has undergone radiation
therapy for cancer or who has turned on a
particle accelerator has used the theory of
special relativity, says historian and physicist
Michael Riordan, adjunct professor of
physics at the University of California, Santa
Cruz. If you have a GPS navigation system in
your car, Einstein is guiding you, Riordan
said. 

That E=mc2 is wrong surely would have
surprised the physicists at the Manhattan

Project who used it to develop the atomic
bombs that destroyed two Japanese cities.

“There is no controversy,” Riordan said.
“The theory isn’t wrong; it’s incomplete and
has refinements that might or might not be
true.”

Gbur says that Schlafly uses a technique
known in rhetoric as the “Gish Gallop”
(named for biochemist Duane Tolbert Gish, a
creationist debater who employed it), which
Gbur defines as “throw as many claims out
there as possible, regardless of the validity,
with the realization that most people will be
swayed by the amount of evidence and not
look too closely at the details.” 

Schlafly piles on statement after statement,
footnote after footnote, and even stacks
impressive mathematical formulas and jargon
to support his claims. Some of the references
are simply self-references, and some have
nothing to do with the argument.

Meanwhile, physicists are expressing mixed
feelings about how to react. Several refused
to comment for this story because they did
not want to give Schlafly credibility. But
Clifford Will, professor of physics at
Washington University in St. Louis, did weigh
in.

“The Internet world is full of kooks and
crackpots who put out all kinds of drivel. It is
pointless to attempt to refute these people
with evidence, because they don’t believe in
evidence,” Will wrote in an email from Paris.

“…People may not like relativity,” he wrote,
“but the experimental and observational evi-
dence that supports it is so overwhelming that
it is now a fact of the universe.” 

Einstein
(Cont. from page 20.)

Almost everyone who has had a PET
(positron emission tomography)
scan in a hospital, or who has

undergone radiation therapy for
cancer or who has turned on a

particle accelerator has used the
theory of special relativity…If you
have a GPS navigation system in
your car, Einstein is guiding you.



With the opening of
the 2010 National
Football League sea-
son just around the
corner with a single
game on Thursday
September 9th
between Minnesota
and New Orleans,
Vikings’ QB Sage

Rosenfels, 32, must have, despite his 6’4”
225 lb. frame and 10 years of pro experience,
shed more than a few tears when the soon to
be 41-year-old icon Brent Favre made his
annual dramatic but tardy entrance to train-
ing camp in mid-August.

Oh, I’m sure, that the Jewish backup signal
caller knew that when the Vikings lost their
opportunity to reach the Super Bowl last year
in a painful last minute playoff loss that
Favre’s fear of retirement plus a giant ego
would motivate him one more time. 

Consequently, on the team’s depth chart,
Sage will automatically fall to second or third
where he will once again, clipboard in hand,
patrol the Vikings’ sidelines like a loyal scout
wondering what might have been had the QB
legend been a mere mortal.

Drafted by the Redskins in the fourth round
in 2001, Rosenfels out of Iowa State lettered
in football, basketball, baseball, and tennis
and has already had stops in Washington,
Miami and Houston. When he came to the
Vikings he had to give up his Chai (18) num-
ber and was ironically given uniform number
two which in itself speaks volumes since he
so often missed out on being chosen starter in
the signal calling department. As for his
name, Sage, that’s somewhat suitable too in
that he is a member of the National Honor
Society in football having earned high acade-
mic scores in the classroom. Oh well, I guess
they also serve who stand and wait. 

With the upcoming Super Bowl being held
in Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas on
February 6th a pair of Jewish stalwarts, both
starters with Dallas, won’t have to travel far if
the team manages to make it to the champi-
onship clash. 

Defensive right end Igor Olshansky, the first
Russian-born player in the NFL, previously
played six seasons
with the Chargers in
San Diego. The 28-
year-old who stands
6’6” and tips the
scales at 315 is in
the second year of
an $18-million dol-
lar pact and earns
every bit of it. Last
season the one-time
Oregon standout
played in all 16-
games and started
14. He is known as
a blue collar worker
who flashes occa-
sional bursts of pres-
sure and is a steady
run stopper while
shielding off block-
ers. Proud of his her-
itage, Igor sports two
Star of David tattoos
on his body. 

An interesting
thing happened to
Olshansky last year
in his inaugural
training camp with

the Cowboys when he discovered another
Jewish dude, Kyle Kosier, an offensive left
guard who hails from Arizona State and is
now in his 10th year under the big top and in
his fifth term in Dallas. Not unlike Igor, Kyle
at 31, is a giant of a man at 6’5” and 307 lbs.
He is described by observers as being rock
solid, not terribly athletically gifted, but smart
and dependable and works hard to get to the
second level. He is one of those under-appre-
ciated types but it has been said that the
offence struggles when Kyle is not out there.
Last year he started and played in all 16
games while Dallas had a respectable record
of 11-5. 

Then, in a specialty role, there is 17-year
veteran long snapper David Binn, 38, from
the University of California Berkley where he
was also a linebacker. He is 6’3” and weighs
228 lbs. and because of his speed he can also
cover on punts. The son of a Jewish father is
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Harvey Rosen

Support available for Jewish 
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details about
meeting times and locations.

N.F.L. preview
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

JULIAN EDELMAN
Wide receiver with the New England
Patriots. 

TAYLOR MAYS
Rookie safety with the San Francisco 49rs.

(Cont. on page 23. See “Harvey Rosen”.)



the last remain-
ing San Diego
Chargers’ player
who remains
from their Super

Bowl cast and is the team’s all-time leader in
career-games played.

Adam Podlesh, 27, is back as punter with
the Jacksonville Jaguars and possesses a
strong leg. The 5’11”, 200 pounder played his
college ball with the Terrapins at Maryland
and was in all of his teams 16 games last year.
His kicking average in 2009 was 41.9 just
below his four-year career average of 42.2.

Offensive left tackle Geoff Schwartz of the
Carolina Panthers is a 6’6”, 331 lb. offensive
left tackle who is only 24 and in his third year
with the club that drafted him in the seventh
round in 2008. He is known to be nasty and
works hard to finish his blocks. An all-round
athlete he excelled in baseball and basketball
as well as football at the University of
Oregon. A political science major, it has been

said he could have chosen baseball as a
career considering the number of scouts who
followed him at the amateur level. Geoff is
rated second on the depth chart at his posi-
tion with a team that has one of the top rated
offensive lines in the NFL. 

Considering the fact that wide receiver
Julian Edelman, 24, out of Kent State, was
selected in the seventh round of the 2009
Draft he was a real find for the New England
Patriots. In his rookie season he got to play in
11 games starting in seven. Only 5’10”
despite what the program might say he’s only
198 lbs. Julian appears more suited to the
Canadian Football League. Nonetheless, in
his rookie campaign, he latched on to 37 Tom
Brady passes for 359 yards. He also caught a
pair of TD strikes in the Patriots’ playoff loss
33-14 to Baltimore. Interestingly, he was a
three-year starter in college as a quarterback
where in his final year he suffered a broken
arm. 

In the rookie department, the San Francisco

49rs drafted Taylor Mays, a free safety from
the University of California who is an African-
American Jew. His dad is Stafford Mays a
one-time defensive lineman in the NFL and
mother Laurie Mays (nee Black) is a
Nordstrom executive. Taylor made it big in
college where he won All-Pac10 honours
twice and was also an All American thrice
after a college career in which he played in
48 of 52 games. He was chosen as one of the
top three finalists for the Jim Thorpe Award
given to the nation’s best defensive back. 

The Seattle-born player was raised Jewish
and also had a bar mitzvah. In his college
yearbook it is interesting to note that he com-
mented on that significant event in his life. “I
don’t think at the time I really understood
what it meant. Now that I am looking back on
it, I feel like I have come a long way in
regards to maturity and becoming an adult.”

Hopefully he will go a long way too as a
Jewish pro in the NFL.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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Harvey Rosen
(Cont. from page 22.)

Ask Your Jewish Fairy Godmother 
Your Jewish Fairy Godmother is available to anyone with a ques-

tion about coping with contemporary life. She’s clever. She’s wise.
She’s relentless. She cares. And she’s on your side. Everybody needs
one. 

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
My fiancée and I are getting married in three weeks. We’ve been

together for two years and are devoted to one another. We’re adults
(29 and 30) and professionals (chiropractor and speech therapist).
We have a nice home, are both very active in our synagogue, and

have a committed yoga/meditation practice. We have very satisfying sex weekly, and neither
of us seems to want more, less, or different in that regard. The wedding details and all the
hullabaloo around it (much of the fussing instigated by the opinions of close and even more
distant relatives), is taking its toll. We’re getting snappy with one another, which has literal-
ly only happened once before in two years. I know we’ll recover but do you have any sage
advice to get us through the next month. BTW we’re deferring our honeymoon to a cold win-
ter month, so all the non-work respite we’ll get is two hectic days before the ceremony and
three after in a beach cabin.
Grinchy Groom

Dear Grinchy:
Don’t take out on one another the frustrations you feel towards the mespochah. You need

a united front, and some ground rules for solving areas of contention. You’ll probably like
phase one of my advice more than you’ll think you’ll like phase two, but trust me: it works.

Phase One: Take a 24-hour respite from
all things wedding. Go out to a nice din-
ner, some home and put on romantic
music, then cuddle, smooch, and snug-
gle. Phase Two: Make a list of each cate-
gory where a final decision will be need-
ed: flowers, seating, food, etc. Talk
through each one and say whatever mat-
ters to you. Then divvy up the list, either
by who cares more about the issue, or by
drawing from a hat and horse-trading
until you’re each equally happy or sad.
Then agree to sleep in separate rooms
from then until the wedding. No sex,
though occasional cuddling is permitted.
Allow the longing and romance to come
back. You’ll also remember that you rely
on the other person, and don’t want to
solve problems on your own. It’ll also cut
out arguments. Note: Usually people
compromise towards the other’s priorities
rather than being selfish, but yes there’s
risks of decisions you (or your uncle)
won’t like. On your wedding night, say
and show the “I love you” as you’ll real-
ly mean it. Mazel tov!

www.YourJewishFairyGodmother.com:
What does she do? What do you need?
Motivation, Inspiration, Support,
Problem solving. Send your questions to
helen@yourjewishfairygodmother.com

By

THE JEWISH 
FAIRYGODMOTHER



Goldstone follow-up panel enters Gaza
(JTA) – A United Nations committee charged with following up on

the Goldstone report on the Gaza war arrived in the coastal strip. 
The 16 committee members crossed into Gaza through the Rafah

crossing with Egypt late Saturday night, the French news service AFP
reported. 

They are scheduled to spend three days in Gaza and evaluate judi-
cial procedures that Israel and the Palestinians can take in light of the
Goldstone report. 

The Goldstone commission report, headed by former South African
Judge Richard Goldstone, accused the Israelis and the Palestinians of

war crimes and possible crimes
against humanity during the
monthlong Gaza war, called
Operation Cast Lead by Israel. 

The Goldstone report recom-
mended that if Israel and Hamas
do not conduct credible investi-
gations, then it will transfer its
findings to the International
Criminal Court in The Hague,
AFP reported. 

Israel’s military has completed
its investigations in all but one of
30 cases singled out in the
Goldstone report, the Israel
Defense Forces said, according
to the Jerusalem Post. 

Russia refusing to
return rebbe’s library

(JTA) – Russia has refused to
return a library of sacred docu-
ments to the Chabad-Lubavitch
movement. 

A Washington, D.C., District Court ruled earlier this month that the
Russian Federation must hand over to the U.S. Embassy in Moscow or
to Chabad officials the religious books, manuscripts and other docu-
ments of the previous Lubavitcher rebbe, Joseph Isaac Schneersohn,
who left Russia in 1927 and fled Poland during World War II. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry said the library was nationalized
because Schneersohn had no heirs, The Associated Press reported. The
ministry called the ruling a “rude violation” of international law. 

The library reportedly is open to scholars. 

Israeli takes gold after Irani
withdraws

NEW YORK (JTA) – An Israeli won a gold
medal in the Youth Olympic Games when
his Iranian opponent withdrew before the
finals, citing injury. 

Gili Haimovitz, 17, took home the gold
Sunday in tae kwan do when Mohammad
Soleimani pulled out of their match in the
106-pound category. The Iranian delega-
tion said Soleimani had aggravated an
injury and had been taken to a hospital for

treatment, the
A s s o c i a t e d
Press report-
ed. 

Israeli offi-
cials said that
they had
expected Iran
to refuse to
compete and
that the with-
drawal was
p o l i t i c a l l y
motivated. Iran in the past has stated that
its policy is to withdraw from competing
against Israel because it does not recog-
nize the country. 

“When Gili won the semifinal, we
knew the Iranian was making the final,”
Daniel Oren, the head of the Israeli del-
egation at the Singapore Games, told AP.
“Already we knew that the Iranians
would not come.” 

An Iranian official did not respond to
calls from the AP seeking comment. 

A spokesman for the International
Olympic Committee, Mark Adams, said,
“My understanding is that he was taken
to hospital and unable to compete.” 

Haimovitz said he was happy to have
won gold. 

“Actually, I don’t want to get into poli-
tics or that kind of thing,” he said. “I
don’t know. I was ready for a fight. If he
came out or not, I don’t care.” 
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High Holidays Services at
Herzlia

Rosh Hashanah is a time for new beginnings. Come explore the
many possibilities at Herzlia – Adas Yeshurun this year. Our High
Holiday experience offers a lot more than traditional services and
there’s something for everyone. “Prayer is the language of the soul
in conversation with God” writes Rabbi Jonathan Sacks in his
essay Understanding Jewish Prayer. Just as everyone’s soul is
unique, each of us connects with God in our own way. Find your
way at Herzlia.

We offer interactive text study and discussion groups throughout
the day, as well as programs designed especially for children and
teenagers, concurrent with the main High Holiday services in the
sanctuary. Services are explanatory and meaningful, conducted in
a warm and friendly atmosphere.

The sounds of the Shofar on Rosh HaShanah pierce our hearts.
They force each and every one of us to ask: Who am I and what
are the most important things in my life? Rabbis Sacks suggests
that we all imagine reading our own obituaries and ask ourselves:
What would I want it to say? On Rosh HaShanah we pray to God
to write us in the Book of Life. But God is also asking us what we
intend to do with our lives, His most precious gift to us.

The High Holidays inspire us to think about the things that real-
ly matter in life. We all have good intentions while sitting in Shul,
hearing the Shofar, or listening to Kol Nidre, We are inspired to
resolve that this coming year will be different. We can take on
those commitments to strengthen our Jewish identities. The High
Holiday experience need not end on Yom Kippur, it can be
throughout the coming year.

Join us this year at Herzlia for the High Holidays. You are invit-
ed to make Herzlia your home for exploring and experiencing
meaningful Jewish living. And may God inscribe us all for a new
year of happiness, health, prosperity, and, most of all, peace.

RICHARD GOLDSTONE
former South African Judge 

The Goldstone commission
report he headed accused the
Israelis and the Palestinians of
war crimes and possible crimes
against humanity during the
monthlong Gaza war, called
Operation Cast Lead by Israel.

GILI HAIMOVITZ
Won a gold medal in
the Youth Olympic
Games when his
Iranian opponent
withdrew before the
finals.



By MYRON LOVE 
While a proposed $100 million, 15-storey

mosque and Moslem cultural centre near the
site of what were formerly the Twin Towers is
releasing little notice in Canada, it is generat-
ing a great deal of controversy in New York
and elsewhere in the United States.

Defenders of the project – including the
Jewish Mayor of New York and, it seems,
most elected local official – talk about free-
dom of religion and tolerance and multicul-
turalism. They point out that if it were a
church or synagogue that was proposed for
the location, no one would object. On the
other hand, it wasn’t a group of extremist
Christians or Jews who flew two planes into
the Twin Towers on September 11, 2001,
killing close to 3,000 innocent people. 

There are several reasons – in my view and
others – that make this mosque an inappro-
priate structure for this location. Where to
begin? Let’s start with the scale of the project.
If the spokespeople (Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf
and his wife Daisy Khan) for this mosque
were truly intent – as they claim – that their
purpose for building this structure – on fos-
tering conciliation and healing, than why not
build a modest mosque. Why something that
stands out and towers over everything else in
the area? That smacks of triumphalism - rub-
bing the faces of the victims of 9/11 and their
families in the Moslem triumph in destroying
the Twin Towers.

Presumably, if the mega mosque organizers
were really concerned about conciliation and
healing and the feelings of the families of the
9/11 victims, they wouldn’t be trying to build
there at all. The Governor of New York has
offered to find an alternate site for the project.
Rauf and Khan and their supporters have
turned him down point blank despite polls
that show almost 70% of Americans oppose
the project. 

Then there is the matter of Rauf and Khan’s
own motives and associations. Although they
speak of conciliation and healing, they refuse
to condemn terrorism carried out by Moslems
and allegedly have ties to extremist organiza-
tions. Rauf has reportedly stated that
American foreign policy was partially to
blame for the destruction of the Twin Towers.

They also refuse to reveal where the $100
million to build this mosque is coming from.
You would think that should a group of
Moslems here decide to build a mosque for
their needs here, they would try to raise the
money in their community, maybe apply for

a government grant. But you don’t raise $100
million that easily.

The majority of the funding quite likely is
coming from Saudi sources and that raises a
larger question. The Saudi Royal Family plays
a double game. On the one hand, many of
them are great friends of the West and enjoy
nothing more than vacationing in southern
Europe where they can gamble, consume
alcohol and shop to their hearts’ content.

On the other hand, they and other Saudi
millionaires fund and promote the extremist
brand of Saudi Islam – Wahhabism – on a
worldwide scale. Many mosques and Islamic
schools in America and the West have been
built with Saudi money and are staffed with
Saudi-born Wahhabi clerics who preach
hatred for Jews and America and Western val-
ues in general.

Whether America and the West want to
face it or not (and in general it seems that “or
not” is the preferred option), we are at war
with a resurgent Islam. But not with all
Moslems. Just like Judaism and Christianity,
Islam has several different factions. The Sunni
extremists consider all other Islamic beliefs
(Shia, Ahmadi, Sufi, Alawite) to be heresy.
And while Shiite Iran is striving to become
the imperialist power in the Middle East, the
goal of the Saudi Wahhabis and the Moslem
Brother-hood (which originated in Egypt) is
world domination.

In the 1940s, would America have allowed
Nazi Germany to open German cultural cen-
tres to preach Nazism throughout the United
States? During the Cold War, would America
have allowed the
Soviet Union to
open Soviet cultural
centres throughout
America in order to
preach Commu-
nism? What’s the dif-
ference between
Nazis and Russians
intent on world
domination and
extremist Sunni
Moslems intent on
world domination?

It seems that too
many American
politicians and jour-
nalists have been
lulled to sleep by the
tender strains of
multiculturalism and
refuse to recognize
the danger growing
within.

Will the $100 mil-
lion mosque get
built? One obstacle
that recently came
to light is that the
Islamists behind the
project don’t actual-
ly own all of the
property yet.
Consolidated Edison

still owns half of it.
There is also a
court challenge
underway. And I
would hope that
the powers that be
eventually bow to
public opinion and
common sense
and shut this pro-
ject down. 
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Saving Israel
How the Jewish People Can Win a War That
May Never End
By Daniel Gordis
John Wiley & Sons, Hoboken, New Jersey,
2009, 262 pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

In Saving Israel, Daniel Gordis looks at the
biggest problems that are facing the State of
Israel today and discusses how Israel can
begin to deal with these problems. He
unhesitantly confronts important questions
such as:

What should be done with Israel’s increas-
ingly dissatisfied Arab population?

How can young Israelis become more moti-
vated to stand up for their country militarily
and otherwise?

What can done to bridge the seemingly
huge gap between the religious and secular
populations?

What should be Israel’s existential purpose
in the seventh decade of its independence?

The single most important theme of Saving
Israel is that Israel can no longer afford to
keep ignoring its problems and muddling
along. For too long Israel’s governments have
turned a blind eye to the deteriorating
domestic environment and only nibbled
away at the edges. Gordis believes that this
state of affairs cannot continue much longer.

Take the religious-secular divide for exam-
ple. Gordis tells us the story of his son Avi
who elects to participate in a one year pre-
army program where secular and religious
students study various subjects together. In
one instance Avi was paired with a friend to
examine the first page of the Talmud. In look-
ing at the text, his friend asks Avi what is the
Shema. It takes Avi a while to realize that this
otherwise well-educated young man has
never heard of the most basic Jewish prayer,
the Shema.

This anecdote illustrates for Gordis just how
far the secular society has moved from its
Jewish roots and Gordis sees this as an exis-
tential threat to Israel’s survival. He devotes a
lot of the book to talking about how Israel
must reconnect with those Jewish roots and
develop a renewed sense of being a Jewish
state. If this does not happen, then its young
people will be more and more inclined to ask
themselves the question of why should we
remain here amid all the hardships of living
in this country. Why should we not just pull
up stakes and move to America or Canada?

And it is not just the secular who must
change. The religious too must move on.
Gordis illustrates this with a discussion of the
role of the Chief Rabbi. He states that,
“Israel’s Chief Rabbinate is seen as politi-
cized, often corrupt, and perhaps most
important, horribly out of touch with the
spiritual issues that Israelis face.” He illus-
trates the latter point by giving the example
of the Chief Rabbi’s chosen topic for the hol-
iday of Shavuot, namely the custom of pray-
ing at the graves of righteous men. Gordis
asks of what possible relevance can a topic
like that be to the secular majority of Israel’s
population. It only reinforces the view of sec-
ular Israelis that there is nothing in Judaism
of interest to their lives.

Saving Israel is similarly blunt when it
comes to discussing the position of the Arab
population in Israel (Gordis advocates full
civil rights within an explicitly Jewish coun-
try and some degree of transfer if possible);
and the need for Israel and world Jewry to
take pride in Israel being strong militarily and
exercising its military power as needed (paci-

fism is not a Jewish belief as many young
Jews mistakenly think).

In one of his closing paragraphs Gordis
states:

Israelis need to wrestle with the question of
how the Jewish state should be Jewish. They
will have to ask themselves the question of
how they can re-create a Jewish public
square, and how much their children will
need to know in order to participate in it.
They will need to convince those who do not
wish to be part of the future of the Jewish
state not to live in it. They must ask how they
want Israel to be unique, different from other
countries that they nonetheless admire. They
must learn to admit what they do not like
about their own country, without giving up
on Zionism altogether.

Noble ideas. Perhaps Daniel Gordis will
write a sequel in which he fleshes out in
greater detail what he thinks the solutions are
to Israel’s problems and how they can be
implemented.

Daniel Gordis is a columnist for the
Jerusalem Post. He has written several books
about Israel, the Jews and Judaism. He grew
up in the United States and has lived in Israel
since 1998.

(Saving Israel is available at the Winnipeg
Public Library.)
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By JENNIFER LASZLO MIZRAHI
WASHINGTON (JTA) – With a flurry of

diplomatic activity regarding direct Israeli-
Palestinian talks, a contingent from The Israel
Project (TIP) including pollster Stanley
Greenberg met in the West Bank with
Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Salam
Fayyad and chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb
Erekat.

Our goal in last week’s meeting with the
Palestinian leaders was to help protect Israel,
Jews and a peaceful future for Palestinians and
Israelis by reducing the culture of hate that
teaches Palestinian children and others to hate
and deny Israel. We provided the leaders with
studies demonstrating that ending the culture
of hate is not only in Israel’s interest but also
theirs.

We shared key findings from a poll done for
TIP by Greenberg and carried out by Arabs in
the West Bank and Gaza. It showed that 69
percent of West Bank residents polled said they
believed in a two-state solution. Furthermore,
56 percent said they regretted Yasser Arafat’s
failure to accept the peace deal offered by
President Clinton at Camp David in 2000.

We also shared a report by Palestinian Media
Watch (http://www.palwatch.org/
STORAGE/special%20reports/Proximity_Talks
_May-June_2010_Final.pdf) showing that even
during proximity talks, Palestinian Authority
leaders’ statements, official
media, children’s programs
and events undermine peace
for both sides.

To their own people, in
Arabic, the Palestinian
Authority, Fatah leaders and
official PA media continue to
use American tax dollars to
deny Israel’s existence and glo-
rify terror.

The responses to these stud-
ies and comments by the two
key Palestinian leaders were enlightening.

Fayyad, who is highly regarded by many
Israeli and American leaders for his commit-
ment to a two-state solution, focus on improv-
ing security for both sides and for improving
the quality of life of the Palestinian people,
seemed pleased by the poll numbers. He indi-
cated that he was disturbed by the report on the
culture of hate and went through events in
which he was personally involved, giving us
his explanations. Fayyad expressed interest in
doing things differently in the future.

Fayyad told us he is focusing on how many
Palestinians think a two-state solution will actu-
ally happen.

“We need to defeat rejectionism,” he told us,
by creating facts on the ground that make daily
life better under moderate leadership than
under Hamas.

In Ramallah we saw examples of these facts:
significant new construction, beautiful restau-
rants and shops, new roads and more. Fayyad
spoke excitedly about the restoration and
opening of a movie house in Jenin, once a
hotbed of Palestinian militancy and now a city
where Palestinian security forces are in control
and the economy is growing.

Fayyad explained that in his vision of a
Palestinian state, Jews and others would be
welcome to become citizens and visit holy
sites. However, Fayyad is not a part of the nego-
tiating team because he is not a member of the
Fatah Party and there is political friction
between him and Fatah.

Our TIP contingent then met with Saeb
Erekat, who heads the Palestinian negotiating
team and is a member of Fatah. We shared the
same poll numbers and overall Palestinian

Media Watch report with him.
I explained that I had heard personally from

Sandy Berger, who was part of President
Clinton’s negotiating team, and others that
when Arafat was offered a Palestinian state at
Camp David and Taba, he refused because he
was concerned that his own people would kill
him.

Why would official Palestinian media and
textbooks create a situation that would put
their own leaders in danger for doing what is in
their own best interest?

“What can be done to prepare for peace?” I
asked Erekat.

His answer: “We will educate for peace
when there is peace.”

This is a recipe for disaster.
We saw what happened when Israel with-

drew from Gaza with hopes of peace, but
Palestinians there had not been prepared for
peace. As a result, Hamas took over by a com-
bination of the ballot box and force. Israeli
civilians sustained a barrage of thousands of
rockets and missiles, and innocent lives on
both sides were lost.

The Palestinian Authority has made some
progress combating the culture of hate. School
textbooks no longer demonize Jews to the
same extent. However, they still do not recog-
nize Israel on their maps or pages. Some 12th-
grade textbooks devote several pages to

extolling “ribat,”
which is similar to
“jihad,” holy war.
More must be done
to prepare the
Palestinian people for
peace and a better
future.

While Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu
has urged direct talks
immediately without
preconditions, the

Palestinians still refuse face-to-face talks.
Erekat told us that he is concerned about

going to negotiations without knowing there
will be a successful outcome.

“If we can’t produce the ‘white smoke,’ ” he
said, alluding to the process where cardinals
pick a pope, “we should not raise expecta-
tions.”

A large majority of Palestinian people favor a
two-state solution, yet do not recognize Israel’s
right to exist as a Jewish state. Israel’s security
demands that Palestinians look for a permanent
end of conflict, not a temporary two-state solu-
tion as a staging ground to destroy Israel.

World leaders, led by President Obama, must
continue to encour-
age Palestinian lead-
ership to foster a cul-
ture of hope, not
hate. Only then will
there be lasting peace
for both Palestinians
and Israelis.

(Jennifer Laszlo
Mizrahi is the founder
and president of The
Israel Project
(http://www.theis-
raelproject.org), a
nonprofit educational
organization that pro-
vides factual informa-
tion about Israel and
the Middle East to
media, leaders and
the public. It has
offices in Washington
and Jerusalem.)
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The Palestinian Authority
has made some progress
combating the culture of
hate. School textbooks no

longer demonize Jews to the
same extent. However, they
still do not recognize Israel

on their maps or pages.
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By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
This Shabbat marks the birth-

day of two great Jewish person-
alities that shaped the lives of
millions of Jews. , Rabbi Israel
Baal-Shem-Tov, the founder of
chassidism, was born 1698 on
the Hebrew date of Elul 18. His
focus on the inner dimension
of Jewish life, on sincerity,
kindness and faith, sparked a
renaissance in Jewish life. Most Jews of
Eastern-Europe were Chassidim and a major-
ity of Jews today are their descendants.

Rabbi Scheur Zalman of Liadi, the founder
of Chabad (Lubavitch) was also born on this
very same Jewish date, in 1745. 

Chabad is the initials of three Hebrew
words: Chochma (wisdom) Bina
(Understanding) and Da’at (Awareness).
Chabad Chassidut explains the philosophical
principals of Judaism with great depth and

clarity. The study of
chabad teachings
helps one appreciate
the beauty and rich-
ness of Jewish life.

The focus of
Chassism was to
reinstill life and vital-
ity into Jewish life, so
it is most fitting that
the date of birth of its
two founders was on
Chai (18) Elul, Chai

meaning life.
From this Shabbat,

the eighteenth of
Elul, there remains
only 12 days to the
end of the Jewish
year. These 12 days
are the final days of
repentance of this
year as it draws to a
close. Each of these
days provides an
opportunity to cor-
rect our deficiencies
during one of the 12
months of the past
year.

There is a beautiful
chassidic teaching
about repentance
that introduces
warmth and life into
these days. The com-
mon attitude is that
this time of the year
is difficult and fear-
ful. 

The High-Holiday
prayers describe
how on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, G-d passes
judgment on every
person and He
decides who is live

and who is to die.
Our lives are in deli-
cate balance and all
depends on Teshuva,
the Hebrew word for
r e p e n t a n c e .
Repentance is asso-
ciated with deep
sorrow and in most
people’s minds sor-
row is expressed

through suffering and pain.
Chabad Chassidut points out that the true

translation of the Hebrew word Teshuva is
return, not repentance. That difference in
translation has powerful ramifications. The
need to return implies that a person does not
need to become something new and different
than he was originally. He only needs to
return to his true self. Teshuva implies that a
person is essentially good and that his acts of
sin were a distraction, a turn away from his
inner self.

So together with the need to sincerely feel
sorrow and regret over past misdeeds,
Teshuva (or return) has also a positive and
joyful side as well. It would be devastating
and destructive for a person to think of him-
self as a lowly and evil creature. 

But the Chassidic attitude is that every soul
is essentially good and pure and no sin can
tarnish the inner core of the soul. That spark
of goodness may remain hidden and inert for
many years, until one day circumstances
ignite that spark and the person is ready to

return and do Teshuva.
Many years ago, the editor of the Yiddish

newspaper in Winnipeg, Dos Yiddishe Vort,
was Bernard Wind. He was an intelligent and
talented man and we were good friends.
Unfortunately, as a survivor of the Holocaust,
he was given to morose, cynical and biting
outbursts in his editorials, where he attacked
major Jewish organizations. It cost him his
job.

In one editorial, Mr. Wind criticized the
Lubavitch Tefillin campaign. In cities around
the world, including Winnipeg, Lubavitch
established stands to assist Jews in donning
Tefillin. Mr. Wind mocked the campaign,
questioning whether there would be any long
time benefit out of donning the Tefillin one
time.

I replied with an article that firstly, no one
should undervalue the importance of a
Mitzvah, even if it is done only once.
Secondly, it is a serious error to think of this
as proselytizing. A Jew that does not observe
Jewish law does not need to change his reli-
gion or become a different person, in order to
do a Mitzvah. 

Every Jew, religious or not, has an innate
love of Jewish life. It is our obligation and
privilege to assist that Jew in discovering his
true, inner self. I have personally witnessed
Jews that made tremendous changes in their
lifestyle for the better, after donning Tefillin
only once or twice. Never underestimate the
power of a Jewish soul!
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This Shabbat - Chai for Life

Chabad Chassidut points out that the true translation of
the Hebrew word Teshuva is return, not repentance.

That difference in translation has powerful
ramifications. The need to return implies that a person
does not need to become something new and different

than he was originally. 
He only needs to return to his true self.



CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, August 27. Candles: 8:05. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 8:00. Shabbat

ends: 9:02. Sunday morning services: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening ser-
vices for the week of August 29-Sept. 2: 8:00.

Friday, Sept. 3. Candles: 7:50. Mincha: 7:50. Shacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 7:50. Shabbat ends:
8:46. Sept. 5 Selichot. Evening services for the week of Sept. 4-6: 7:45.

Wednesday, Sept. 8 Erev Rosh Hashonah. Candles: 7:39. Mincha: 8:35. Schacharit: 8:30.
Mincha: 7:35.

Thursday, Sept. 9. Candle lighting for the second day of Rosh Hashonah is 8:31.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, August 27 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting

8:05 p.m.
Saturday, August 28 - Ki Tavo - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 9:02 p.m. 
Sunday, August 29 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, August 30-Thursday, September 2 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service

6:00 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 3 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 7:50

p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 4 - Nitzavim-Vayelech - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30

p.m. Shabbat ends 8:46 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 5 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 6 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 7 -

morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 8 Erev Rosh Hashanah
- morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Candle lighting 7:39 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 9 Rosh Hashanah 1st Day - morning service 8:30 a.m. Mincha following services.
Tashlich following services. Candle lighting 8:31 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, August 27. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 8:06 p.m.
Shabbat, August 28 – Parashat Ki Tavo. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00

p.m.; Havdallah 9:04 p.m.
Friday, September 3Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 7:52 p.m.
Shabbat, September 4 – Parashat Nitzavim-Vayelech/Selichot. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.;

Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 8:50 p.m.; Selichot Program 9:00 p.m.; Selichot
Service 10:00 p.m.
SERVICES FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAYS

Seats must be purchased in advance. Please call Rose at 975-3481 to make arrangements.
Wednesday, September 8 – Erev Rosh Hashanah. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening

Service for Erev Rosh Hashanah 6:00 p.m.; Candle Lighting 7:41 p.m. Thursday September 9
– Rosh Hashanah Day 1. 1st Sanctuary Service 8:00 a.m.; Family Service 9:30 a.m.; 2nd
Sanctuary Service 1:00 p.m.; Alternative Service 1:30 p.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.

Friday September 10 – Rosh Hashanah Day 2. 1st Sanctuary Service 8:00 a.m.; Family
Service 9:30 a.m.; 2nd Sanctuary Service 1:00 p.m.; Alternative Service 1:30 p.m.; Evening
Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Candle Lighting 7:37 p.m.

Friday, September 17 – Kol Nidre. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; 1st Kol Nidre Service 5:45
p.m.; 2nd Kol Nidre Service 8:45 p.m.; Candle Lighting 7:21 p.m.

Shabbat, September 18 – Yom Kippur. 1st Sanctuary Service 8:00 a.m.; Family Service 9:30
a.m.: 2nd Sanctuary Service 1:30 p.m.; Alternative Service 1:30 p.m.; Mincha Service 6:15
p.m.; Ne’ilah Service 7:15 p.m.; Fast Ends 8:19 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m. Daily
Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service
5:30 p.m.

HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG BEACH
In their new expanded synagogue building located at Camp Massad. Services every

Saturday morning only, commencing at 9:30 a.m. with Kiddush to follow. You are invited to
join us and enjoy an Egaliterian Shabbat Service.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, August 27 at 8:05 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00

p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Ki Tavo. Mincha Service at  8:00

p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:02 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 7:50 p.m
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, September 3  at 7:50 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

7:50  p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Nitzavim/Vayelech. Mincha

Service at 7:50 p.m. Shabbat ends at 8:46 p.m.
Selichot - Midnight, Saturday, September 4.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 7:35 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 8 - Erev Rosh Hashana- Candle Lighting - 7:39 p.m. Mincha/Maariv -

7:35 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 9 - 1st day Rosh Hashana- Shacharit - 8:30 a.m. Mincha/Maariv - 7:35 p.m.

Tashlich prior to Mincha.
Friday, Sept. 10 - 2nd day Rosh Hashana - Shacharit - 8:30 a.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: on Friday, August 27 at 6:15 p.m.: Kabbalat Shabbat service lay led.
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Syngogue news

Toronto school board supports book that
‘demonizes Israelis’

TORONTO – Canada’s largest school board has expressed support
for a novel that portrays Israelis soldiers and Jewish settlers nega-
tively.

The book at issue is “The Shepherd’s Granddaughter,”a 2008 novel
for young adults by Canadian author Anne Laurel Carter, who once
worked on an Israeli kibbutz. The book tells the tale of Amani, a
Palestinian girl living in the West Bank who wants to follow in her
grandfather’s footsteps and become a shepherd. She encounters vio-
lent Jewish settlers and Israeli soldiers, who poison some of Amani’s
sheep, bulldoze her house, shoot and kill her dog, prevent her fam-
ily from harvesting their olives, and beat and jail her father and
uncle.

In a recent letter to a parent who complained about “The
Shepherd’s Granddaughter,” the Toronto District School Board’s
director of education says the book “has the potential to engage our
Grade 7 and 8 students... in understanding the complex issues of
their world.” 

This past spring, the board ruled that the book meets standards for
dealing with “controversial and sensitive issues,” meaning it is sub-
ject only to extra guidelines.

In his complaint to the board, Toronto parent Brian Henry said he
did not want the book banned, “but our teacher-librarians should
not be encouraging our children to read a biased, one-sided and
prejudicial account of such a complex and sensitive issue.”

The board’s expression of support means the volume will remain
in Toronto’s 130 or so school libraries. Henry can still appeal to the
board of trustees to overturn the decision.

Toronto board trustee James Pasternak told JTA he believes the
book “demonizes Israelis and fails to talk about all the positive
things that are taking place among diverse groups in the Middle
East.” The book “has no place in our schools.”

Pasternak is encouraging Henry to appeal, and said he believes
that among the 22 board trustees, “we’ll have enough votes to over-
turn the decision.”
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