
Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors
about to be launched April 15

By BERNIE BELLAN

Almost twenty years ago, the Manitoba Holocaust Heritage Project
- under the guiding hands of Evita Smordin, Shelley Faintuch, Carla
Divinsky and Dr. Stefan Carter, began the difficult task of attempting
to gather the stories of Holocaust survivors who had made Manitoba
their home.

Questionnaires were sent out to every known living survivor. Along
with the questionnaires, survivors were asked to “add a narrative doc-
umenting their experiences”, says Belle Millo, current chair of the
Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education Centre of the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada, who has undertaken responsibil-
ity for compiling those stories

It was Belle Millo who became inextricably involved in this daunt-
ing project five years ago, when she was asked to transcribe the hand-
written questionnaires so that the information could be used for
research.

“They had just sat and collected dust” for years, says Millo.
“When I was asked to transcribe them, I couldn’t say ‘no’,” she says.
A few years ago, Millo was asked by one of the survivors if she could

take the information and produce a book. It was felt that a book was
a more tangible format and that more people would have access to
the book. As Millo put it, “I felt that a book would reach more people
than the database. I believe that since all public schools in Manitoba
study the Holocaust as part of the grade nine curriculum, it is an
absolute priority that the students be able to access a book that will
give them the opportunity to learn about the experiences of local sur-
vivors. This, I feel, makes everything more real to them. Unfortunately,
not all of them have the opportunity to hear a survivor speak to them

Vol. 23 No. 15  WINNIPEG, WEDNESDAY, April 7, 2010 23 Days in Nissan, 5770 Candle lighting time Friday is 7:55 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 8:56 p.m.

Canada Post Publication
Agreement #40047412

Publication Mail
Registration #10986

Local stories inside:

March for the March
….page 3

Former Winnipeggers
recognized by Mayo
Clinic

….page 9

Chai to release new CD
….page 11

UJPO holds forum on
“Secular Judaism”

….page 21

Monty Hall achieved immortality
in an unusual way

….page 14

Legendary Ami Hassan never
met an insult he didn’t like

….page 15

New columnists added to 
both print & web editions

JP&N relaunches website
We have some exciting news for our readers - both of our print edi-

tion and online edition: We have completely redesigned our website
in order to offer readers a total package of news, columns, feature sto-
ries, and other services.

Our home page (at http://www.jewishpostandnews.com) will have
up-to-the-minute breaking news from both the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency and the Jerusalem Post. There will also be some of the same
local stories that appear in the print edition of the JP&N, along with
columns from our regular writers.

In addition, we will be offering readers the opportunity to interact
live with other readers within our readers’ forum. (Anyone wishing to
post will have to register with us prior to making a comment, howev-
er; we will need to know readers’ real names in order to prevent
abuse.

In the very near future we will be offering readers the opportunity to
post personal ads anonymously.

For our current online readers - you will still be able to access the
complete online edition in PDF format as soon as each new edition is
published.

BELLE MILLO
undertook responsi-
bility for compiling
survivors’ stories

(Cont. on page 2. See “Holocaust survivors”.)
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in person, but through this book, they will
be able to read their words. I also believe
that many survivors themselves will want to
have the book to give to their grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. “

Year a a half spent editing
At that point, the book project was adver-

tised, allowing those who had not respond-
ed in the 1990s to include their stories.
Many sent in precious photos and docu-
ments as well. Some, who had already filled
out the questionnaire, decided to add a nar-
rative in order to provide more details. The
task of editing the stories took Millo a year
and a half. She felt that it was important to
preserve the voice of the survivor as much
as possible.

“Each story is unique and the book docu-
ments very different experiences - some
were hidden, some were interned in con-
centration camps, others joined partisan
otriads and one survivor who joined the
Polish Second Army participated in the lib-
eration of Auschwitz.”

The results of Millo’s efforts and addition-
al materials that she has been able to gather
from survivors are about to be unveiled
Thursday, April 15, with the official launch
of Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors
in the Berney Theatre, at 7:00 p.m.

Both of Millo’s parents were
Holocaust survivors

How Belle Millo became involved in this
project says much about her dedication and
selflessness.

The daughter of Holocaust survivors her-
self - Millo, who was born Belle Jarniewski,
had a personal acquaintance with many sur-
vivors and what they suffered during this ter-
rible time. “My father, Samuel Jarniewski
z”l, had been conscripted into the Polish
army. He was captured in 1939,” Millo
relates.

“He was taken to a POW camp and was
subsequently transferred to the first of sever-
al concentration camps.” He survived the
war (although his first wife perished in the
Holocaust, along with their infant child, and
was the only member of his entire extended
family to survive the Shoah). Following the
war - in 1946, he wrote his memoir of what
he had gone through. As a result, Millo had
an early appreciation of the significance of
having survivors of the Holocaust record
their personal stories. Samuel Jarniewski’s
story is one of the 73 stories that makes up
Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors.

Millo’s mother, Sylvia Jarniewski z”l, also
has her story told in the book. “My mother
didn’t write down her story” the same way
her my father did, Millo explains, but what
is in the book is Sylvia Jarinewski’s story, “as
she related it to me”, she says. “My mother
witnessed her parents’ death in the Lodz
Ghetto in 1942 and then, as an orphan, sur-
vived the final days of the Ghetto and was
sent to Auschwitz. My father survived six
years of captivity and six concentration
camps including Plaszow, Majdanek, and
Dachau from which he was liberated at the
end of the war. Their stories and the stories
of all survivors must be heard and continue
to be heard. The world must never forget.”

Thus, when Millo undertook the arduous
task of transcribing those original 40 sub-
missions from Holocaust survivors five years
ago, it seemed only natural that they be
published as a book.

But, in an effort to make the planned book
as comprehensive a record as possible, the
project was advertised and letters were sent
out to 140 survivors.

33 more survivors added their
stories to the original 40

“We got back 33 more stories,” Millo says.
Not only does the book consist of stories

of survivors though; there are also fascinat-
ing photographs that had been submitted -
some with the original questionnaires and
some that came as a result of the new sub-
missions.

For instance, Walter Saltzberg, (whose
story is profiled elsewhere in this issue),
gave Millo a photograph of him and his
brother sitting on an elephant in the Warsaw
zoo in the pre-war period.

One of the results of Millo’s efforts in com-
piling the book is that several individuals
who had long kept memories of the
Holocaust internalized came forward with
their own unique stories.

(On a personal note, I had the experience
of eliciting stories of survivors when I inter-
viewed the three members of the Weiss fam-
ily - Phillip, Leo, and their sister Erna
Kimmel, two years ago. At the time, Leo
Weiss told me that, unlike Phillip, who had
been dogged in his determination to tell as
many people as possible of the horrors that
he had endured, Leo had not discussed
what he had gone through for years after-
ward - not until quite recently, as a matter of
fact. I vividly recall Leo’s wife, Evelyn,
describing Leo having nightmares night after
night, waking up screaming - but refusing to
talk about his memories of the war. As it
was, Leo opened up to me and, in due
course, gave a frank account that formed
part of a five-part story I did about the Weiss
family.)

Millo worked “day and night”
Belle Millo says that she worked “day and

night” to put the collection of Holocaust
survivors’ stories together. During the time
that she was engaged in the process, she
sadly notes that two of the survivors whose
stories form part of the collection died.

Three of those stories have already been
previewed in The Jewish Post & News - as
told by Susan Garfield, Edith Kimelman, and
Carmela Shragge (Finkel). (The issues in
which those stories appeared are all avail-
able online.)

Designer of the cover and the layout for
Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors was
Gustavo Rymberg - someone who is well
known to many Winnipeggers for the years
he spent here as a graphic designer. The
book was printed by Friesens, renowned for
the quality of their work and is a publication
of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada.

According to Millo, financing for the
book’s publication came from a variety of
sources, including survivors themselves,
along with the Jewish Foundation, the
Claims Conference, and other “generous
members” of the community, spearheaded
by the efforts of Joe and Ruth Riesenbach.

Book to be sold through 
Jewish Heritage Centre

Following the book’s official launch next
Thursday, at which copies of the book will
be available for purchase, the book will be
available only from the Jewish Heritage
Centre.

In addition, Millo notes, the Minister of
Education, Citizenship and Youth will be
distributing copies of the book to all 450
senior high schools in the province.

Proceeds from sales of Voices of Winnipeg
Holocaust Survivors will be used to digitize
survivor testimony on audio and video tape
that the Jewish Heritage Centre has in its
archives and which are deteriorating quick-
ly, due to their age,” Millo says -”in order to
preserve the authentic document so that
future generations may access them.”

The 73 survivors whose stories are told in 
Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors:

Abramovitch, Oscar
Berger, Eva
Itzchok Ber Berkowitz
Brest, Benjamin
Brest, Mendel
Carter, Stefan
Carter, Stefan and Family
Carter, Stefan re Maksymilian Centnerszwer
Carter, Stefan, re Stanis∏awa Centnerszwer
Carter, Stefan re Dora Reicher
Carter, Stefan re Tadeusz Edward Rosenhauch
Carter, Stefan re Wácklaw Reicher
Churchill, Thomas
David’s Story
Divinsky, Carla
Divinsky, Carla re Marianne Kiek
Divinsky, Carla re Maurits Kiek
Faintuch, Morris
Faintuch Sonia re Samuel Brusilowsky
Finkel, Carmela Shragge
Frankel, Esther (see Sapoznik, Moishe)
Freed, Helen
Freed, Helen re Adolf Berger
Garfield, Susan
Gazan, Albert
Gesser, Esther re Pia Barg
Goszer, Adam
Goszer, Adam re Eliasz (Eliahu) Goszer
Goszer, Adam re Pesel Goszer
Goszer, Barbara
Goszer, Barbara re Sali Hartfeld Goldfischer
Goszer, Barbara re Shulim Goldfischer Schneid
Gotfried, Isaac
Heidinger, Alfred
Henoch, Sarah
Hoch, Fay
Itscovich, Charles
Jarniewski, Samuel
Jarniewski, Sylvia
Kahan, Eugenia
Kimelman, Edith Yehudith
Kirshner Betty (see Shragge, Betty Kirshner)
Kirshner, Morris
Kupfer, Freda,
Lewin, Jakob
Luks, Enia
Newman, Jack
Paritsky, Henny
Peltz, David
Peltz, Elka
Perlov, Dov and Jeanette
Reed, David re Samuel Reisman
Riesenbach, Joseph
Roitelman, Benny
Roy, Frances
Rubenfeld Family
Saltzberg, Walter
Sapoznik, Moishe (and Frankel, Esther)
Shaff, Phillip
Shragge, Leon
Shragge, Betty Kirshner
Sitwell, Charlie re Jarecki Family
Slutsky, Paul
Slutsky, Rose
Szternfeld, Menachem Mendel
Szternfeld, Rachel Goldstein
Tessler, Ernest
Veres, Alexander
Vorst, Jesse
Warshawsky, Betty
Warshawsky, Hersz
Wassermann, Sigi (Siegbert)
Weinfeld, Frank
Weiss, Jack

Holocaust survivors
(Cont. from page 1.)
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“March for the March” held March 21 - (Ed. note: That’s a lot of Marches!)

Story and photos by REBECA
KUROPATWA

Winnipeg’s March of the Living
started up in 1988 with 10 partic-
ipating students. This year, 30 will
go. 

Participants will go from April
7-22 for a week in Poland and the
remainder of the trip in Israel.
Jewish teens from around the
world will march the 3km dis-
tance from Auschwitz to
Birkenau, the largest concentra-
tion camp complex built by the
Nazis during World War II on
April 12 (Yom Hashoah/
Holocaust Remembrance Day). 

“We’d hoped, with the march
happening since 1988, that by
now things would be getting bet-
ter,” said Morris Henoch, trip
alumni and chaperon. “But, the
need for it today is as important
as it was 22 years ago.

“There’s just no accounting for
what’s going on in the world. You
can pick up the paper on any day
and find anti-Semitic and racist
remarks. We must be more vigi-
lant than ever. All survivors want
is to be remembered, and this is a
way for us to do that. This trip
enables us to put the past behind
us and look to the future. It’s a
rebirth.” 

On March 21, the March for the
March took place, headed up by
Roberta Malam, Israel Experience
Centre coordinator and trip chap-
eron, and Henoch, to raise
awareness about the Holocaust
and the March of the Living trip.
About 80 people came out for
the march which kicked off at 12
noon from the Holocaust
Monument (at the Legislative
Building), finishing at the Asper
JCC. 

“I was very privileged to be one
of the first to go on the trip in
’88,” said Henoch. “This year,
we’ll be doing the march from
Auschwitz to Berkenau with
600-700 Jewish kids representing
40 different countries (including
Canada, Israel, Cuba, Argentina,
Yugoslavia, and Poland).” 

Although the trip’s popularity
grows each year, unfortunately
so does the cost. “We’re happy to
be able to have these fundraisers
so we can subsidize kids who
can’t afford it,” said Henoch. 

Kids (in Grades 10-12) wanting
to participate have to fill out an
application form, write an essay
about why they want to go, have
the desire to learn, the permis-
sion to take a couple of weeks off
school, and meet with the chap-
erons. Those selected participate
in a weekly three-hour educa-
tional session from January to
April. 

This year, students from Grant
Park, Gray Academy, Vincent
Massey, Garden City, the University of
Winnipeg, Balmoral Hall, and St. Paul’s will
be participating.

Henoch’s daughter, Ardith Henoch Bitton,
who participated in this year’s March for the

March with her daughter, Matana, went on
the trip when she was in Grade 11 (in 1990). 

“The age kids go on the trip is ideal, at a
time when they’re very impressionable and
beginning to make a lot of choices for them-
selves,” said Bitton. “For me, it helped form a

lot of things in my life. When I
finished high school, I went back
to Israel and studied religiously
and culturally. I made aliyah,
and lived there for seven years.” 

Melissa Rabkin, who partici-
pated for the first time in the
march with her mom, Linda,
said, “I wanted to be part of it to
raise awareness, so more people
will know what we’re doing.”

Lindsay Kerr and her father,
Jeff, participated in the march for
the second year in a row, along
with her brother, Josh, and Dina
Stitz (both going on the trip this
year). “I’ve been going to Gray
academy my whole life, so I’ve
always learned about the
Holocaust,” she said. “But I’ve
never really had that extra
knowledge. This trip is a chance
for me to have everything I’ve
learned about come to life and
see what it’s actually like.” 

Echoing his daughter’s words,
Jeff said, “It’s important for kids
to see what happened in World
War II. The Holocaust is getting

further away. It’s dimmer in people’s minds.
The trip relights the image, so the memory
will be carried on further.”

For more information, visit http://www.mar-
choftheliving.org. 

JEFF, JOSH, AND LINDSAY KERR, and DINA STITZ.
Josh and Dina will both be part of the 30-student contingent

going to Poland and Israel.

MORRIS HENOCH, March chaperon, with past March participant.

First-time “March” participant
MELISSA RABKIN with her
mother, LINDA RABKIN.

“March for the Living” “March” in progress March 21.

Former “March” participant
ARDITH HENOCH BITTON
with daughter, MATANA.



One of the things I enjoy most about com-
piling the retrospective series that I’ve labeled
“Looking Back in the Jewish Post” is seeing
repeated patterns of history, especially when
it comes to Israel’s relationship with the
United States since the 1980’s.

The headlines are, for all intents and pur-
poses, interchangeable: “American adminis-
tration expresses displeasure with Israeli

intransigence over settlements”; “Congress backs Israel”; “United
Nations passes resolution condemning Israel over: (take your pick)
continued occupation, human rights abuses, violation of resolutions”
- and so on.

So, as we asked in our last issue: Is there a crisis in U.S. - Israel rela-
tions over Israel’s decision to expand housing in east Jerusalem? 

I’ve read a myriad of opinions on the subject of the current state of
Israel-U.S. relations. To be sure, this is a scenario that has been repeat-
ed in the past - most notably during Jimmy Carter’s and George H.
Bush’s administrations. At times, various American officials have
played hardball with Israeli leaders, such as former Secretary of State
James Baker, who threatened to withhold aid to Israel over its reluc-
tance to negotiate with the Palestinians at that time.

Let’s be honestly clear over who holds the upper hand if push were
to come to shove: Israel, for all its success in establishing itself as a
resourceful developer of sophisticated weapons systems is still reliant
upon the U.S. for approximately $2.5 billion in military aid each year. 

If Netanyahu is stalling for time in the hope that this year’s congres-
sional elections will return more pro-Israel Republican legislators, he
is playing a dangerous game. (Isn’t that an unpalatable prospect for
any progressive Jewish American to have to stomach: The party that
unanimously opposed Obama’s health care plan receiving support
from Jews so that a right-wing Israeli government can continue its pol-
icy of expanding settlements?)

As you might expect, I disagree with those who say that Obama is
anti-Israel. Nor do I think that two of his most senior advisers, Rahm
Emanuel and David Axelrod, are self-hating Jews, or that Hillary
Clinton has suddenly abandoned her long-held commitment to Israel’s
security. In fact, the likelihood is that Emanuel, especially, is urging
Obama to remain firm in his determination to work toward a two-state
solution - for the simple reason that it’s the only realistic means of
bringing about peace in the Middle East.

* * *
Now, while anyone who’s been following my position on Israel

would be aware, while I am a strong supporter of that state, I am not
hesitant to criticize its policies. From time to time I hear from individ-
uals who take exception to my position, but I also do hear from many
people who thank me for taking a bold and principled stand. Just late-

ly I heard from some-
one who is an avowed
critic of Israeli policy
regarding the article I
wrote in the last issue
about Mordecai
Briemberg.

Briemberg, in case
you hadn’t read my
piece, was the lead

speaker brought in by the
“Israeli Apartheid Week”
group. In an e-mail that I
received from this individ-
ual, I was commended for
providing a balanced and
comprehensive view of
Briemberg’s position
(although I was taken to
task for editorializing in the
midst of my reportage - a
point well taken). That
same individual also
expressed surprise that
there haven’t been more
letters to the editor criticiz-
ing me for my position.

To that, I would say that
I’m not naïve about how
I’m perceived my many
members of the Jewish
community here: They
think that I’m somewhat
anti-Israel. Yet, our community has become much more sophisticated
over the years, and the kind of swift condemnation of anything that’s
seen as being the least bit critical of Israel is not as likely to occur as
it would have in the past.

Then again - there’s also the possibility that not too many people
read what I have to say, so that I’m not quite touching the collective
nerve that others may think. Or, because I’ve developed a reputation
for being more than a little abrasive at times (just ask my wife), some
may think it’s better not to criticize me openly. Still, as I’ve told many
people, I’m pleasantly surprised that there hasn’t been one cancella-
tion of a subscription over my occasional criticism of Israel. In con-
trast, my late brother, Matt, would often provoke cancellations when
he would engage in one of his occasional tilts at windmills. (His arti-
cles on the Sharon Home and Michael Kalo come to mind.)

* * *
Speaking of sophisticated approaches to Israel - I wasn’t much

impressed by the campaign organized by Jewish student groups across
Canadian university campuses in reaction to Israeli Apartheid Week.
The campaign, which featured the tagline “Size Doesn’t Matter” was
cute, humourous, and totally sophomoric. 

The suggestion that college-age students will pay more attention to
a campaign that is sexually suggestive may be true in and of itself, but
it only serves to trivialize the seriousness of the debate that is being
waged over Israel’s legitimacy. 

Surely there could have been a more serious effort mounted to rebut
the accusation that Israel - in any way - can be accused of maintain-
ing a state of “apartheid” vis-à-vis the Palestinians. (By the way, I’m
still not clear on whether the accusation that Israel is an “apartheid”
state extends to the State of Israel itself or is limited to the occupied
territories.) Regardless, we should be prepared to study the accusation
and counter it with reasoned and informed arguments - not silly slo-
gans or the insistence that we won’t dignify the suggestion that Israel
can in any shape or form be accused of having “apartheid” policies by
even responding to that suggestion.
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short Takes 

Comment:
Palestinian response to Israeli announcement re Rachel’s Tomb, Tomb of

the Patriarchs further denial of Jewish connection to Holy Land 
By MYRON LOVE

Readers may wonder why the Palestinians are “up in arms” (they always seem to be “up in
arms”) about the Government of Israel’s announcement in late February that the Cave of the
Patriarchs in Hebron and Rachel’s Tomb in Bethlehem would both be added to the list of
national heritage sites that the government plans to promote. A statement from Prime
Minister Netanyahu’s office noted that Rachel’s Tomb and the Cave of the Patriarchs are bur-
ial sites, dating back more than 3,500 years, of Israel’s forefathers - Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, and the nation’s foremothers - Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel - and are worthy of
preservation and renovation. Why would anyone object to the preservation and restoration
of holy sites that are sacred to both Jews and Muslims? Even better for the Palestinians, you
would logically conclude, promotion of these sites – which are near major Palestinian pop-
ulations – would enhance the tourism industry in the area and benefit said Muslims.

But what has been the Palestinian reaction? That Israel is trying to steal the Palestinian’s her-
itage and that the inclusion of Rachel’s Tomb and the Cave of the Patriarchs on Israel’s nation-
al heritage list is part of a larger scheme to take over religious Muslim sites. Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh is quoted as saying that Israel “aims to erase our identity, alter our Islamic
monuments and steal our history.” As a lie, that ranks up there with repeated Palestinian and
(Cont. on page 5. See “Palestinian response”.)
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By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) – For

Benjamin Netanyahu, the formula
for resolving U.S.-Israeli tensions
came in the form of a flow chart.

The Israeli prime minister took
the chart with him when he met
with Obama administration offi-
cials and visited the White House
last week, two weeks after Israel
angered the U.S. administration by
announcing plans for 1,600 new
housing units in a Jewish neighbor-
hood of eastern Jerusalem during a
visit to Israel by Vice President Joe
Biden.

But the flow chart presentation
didn’t quite do the trick, and
Netanyahu’s relationship with
President Obama remains on the
rocks.

At the outset of meetings with
Obama, U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton and the leadership
of the U.S. House of
Representatives, Netanyahu pulled three sheets of
paper from a manila accordion folder. Two fea-
tured the Israeli bureaucracy that approves Israeli
construction projects, and the third was a simple
chart coded into about five colors: a sketch of a
new, reformed Israeli system that Netanyahu envi-
sioned replacing the existing one.

The point of Netanyahu’s presentation was not
that he was close to reform – the third sheet was
more of a wish than a plan – but to illustrate how
he wasn’t directly at fault for spoiling Biden’s visit.
At any stage of the current process, an announce-
ment by a mid-level Jerusalem bureaucrat could
derail Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, Netanyahu
explained.

There were several reasons the charts didn’t
work. For one they were in Hebrew, with print that
was tiny and virtually unreadable. More substan-
tively, however, Netanyahu’s interlocutors were
less interested in explanations about what went
awry during Biden’s visit and more in how
Netanyahu could fix the problem – namely, the
plan to build in eastern Jerusalem.

The Palestinian Authority has made a freeze on
Israeli construction in eastern Jerusalem a condi-
tion of restarting talks. The Obama administration,
while frustrated with Palestinian stubbornness, was
even less in the mood for Netanyahu’s excuses.

Ultimately, Netanyahu did not offer what the
Americans wanted: an unmitigated freeze on
building in eastern Jerusalem. Israel considers the
area, which Israel annexed in 1980 after its capture
during the 1967 Six-Day War, part of its sovereign
territory, but the rest of the world views it as part of
the West Bank.

While some Israelis favor freezing construction in
eastern Jerusalem and ceding much of it to the
Palestinians in exchange for a peace deal,
Netanyahu’s coalition government includes at least
two parties that would exit at the mere whiff of
such a concession. If Netanyahu allowed for nego-
tiations over Jerusalem, he could even lose a chunk
of his own Likud Party.

During his visit to Washington, the prime min-
ister nonetheless sought a formula that could
extricate him from the humiliation of going
home without a resolution. He met with
Obama for 90 minutes on the evening of March
23 – about half an hour longer than such meet-
ings usually last – and retired with his staff to
the Roosevelt Room to come up with formulas
that might please the president. Later in the
evening they asked Obama to return, and the
leaders talked for another 35 minutes.

But no resolution emerged.
The next day, Netanyahu and his advisers retreat-

ed to the Israeli Embassy for consultations, which
was taken as a bad sign. Netanyahu continued to

hope for a breakthrough,
delaying his trip home and
forcing his staff into over-
drive. He finally gave up
that evening, setting off for
Andrews Air Force Base at
10:30 p.m.

All Netanyahu had to
show for his trip – original-
ly scheduled to address the
annual policy conference
of the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee,
which gave him a warm
reception – was a pledge
for yet another mission to
the Middle East by George
Mitchell, the Obama
administration’s special
envoy to the region.

David Makovsky, a senior
analyst at the Washington
Institute for Near East
Policy, said Netanyahu was
undone by the lack of a

long-term vision. Netanyahu’s concessions to the
peace process – including a 10-month partial freeze
on construction in West Bank settlements – have
had less to do with an overarching vision of peace
with the Palestinians than with accommodating
Israel’s closest ally, the United States.

By contrast, Palestinian Authority Prime Minister
Salam Fayyad has a deadline for statehood, 2012,
and is building the institutions that would underpin
his state.

“Abu Mazen can say where he’s going,”
Makovsky said, using the nom de guerre for
Mahmoud Abbas, the PA president. “Netanyahu
can’t, and that’s not good.”

The lack of progress has been clear in the lan-
guage U.S. government representatives are using to
describe the U.S.-Israel tensions over eastern
Jerusalem.

“There are areas that they discussed last night,
some of which they agree and some of which they
disagree,” White House spokesman Robert Gibbs
said after Obama and Netanyahu met. “And as I’ve
said, those talks are ongoing.”

On Sunday, after another few days of intense
phone conversations between U.S. and Israeli offi-
cials, another spokesman, Tommy Vietor, told
Politico’s Laura Rozen that no understandings had
been reached on eastern Jerusalem.

“This is an issue on which the U.S. government
has had long-standing differences with multiple
Israeli governments, and the president believes that
the only way for the parties to resolve these issues
is by returning to negotiations,” Vietor said. “That’s
why we’ve been talking to the Israelis about how to
create an atmosphere that will allow the negotia-
tions to succeed. Those conversations have been
productive and will continue, as will our conversa-
tions with the Palestinians, about how to make the
talks successful.”

In the absence of tractable success with the
Obama administration, Netanyahu has invested
hope in competing American political entities,
including Congress and the Jewish community, as
well as friends in the media.

The results have been mixed: Three-quarters of
the U.S. House of Representatives, 327 members,
have signed onto a letter urging the Obama
administration to keep its differences with Israel
private, and Netanyahu’s meeting with the
House leadership produced statements about
wall-to-wall support for Israel on Capitol Hill.

“We in Congress stand by Israel, something
we have a joint bipartisan commitment – no
separation between us on this subject,” said
Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), the House speak-
er. “In Congress, we speak with one voice on
the subject of Israel.”

NEWS ANALYSIS

No resolution to U.S.-Israel tensions

BENJAMIN NETANAHU
Took an unreadable chart with
him when he met with Obama

Arab world calls to defend the Al Aqsa
Mosque on the Temple Mount from
alleged plans by unnamed Israelis or the
Israeli government to tear down the
mosque and build a synagogue there.
This, despite the fact that the govern-
ment of Israel has recognized Muslim
sovereignity over the Temple Mount
since 1967. But then, Israel’s enemies in
the Muslim world have rarely been
bothered dealing in facts. They prefer
make-believe.

The Palestinian (and Muslim) opposi-
tion to the Israeli government’s move is
based in part on geo-political consider-
ations. The two sites are on land
claimed by the Palestinians (at least
those supposedly moderate Palestinians)
for their future independent Palestinian
state (which they virtually have already).
By accepting the Israeli initiative, these
Palestinians would be tacitly recogniz-
ing an Israel/Jewish claim to the sites.

And that leads to the deeper issue: Just
as Christianity saw itself as superseding
Judaism, Islam sees itself as superseding
Christianity. Islam recognizes Jews and
Christians as kindred monotheists – but
on a lower level than Muslims.
Extremist Muslims do not recognize any
history that pre-dates Mohammed.

Thus, one of the cruxes of the
Israel/Palestinian/Arab conflict is the
refusal of the Palestinians to recognize
any Jewish historical connection to the
land of Israel and, therefore, any Jewish
claim on the land of Israel.

The fictional Palestinian narrative is
that they are the direct descendants of
the ancient Israelites (or Philistines) and
that the Jews are modern day interlopers
from Europe (even though the majority
of Israeli Jews are descendants of Jews
who left or were forced out of their cen-
turies-old homes in the Arab World after
1948.)

The attitude of Muslim leaders to
Christians and Jews and their churches
and synagogues in the Muslim world
can be seen in the numerous attacks on
Christian communities over the past few
years – attacks which seem to be
ignored for the most part in the so-
called Christian West. 

And what kind of respect did the
Jordanians and Palestinians show syna-
gogues and Jewish cemeteries in
Jerusalem after Israel’s War of
Independence left the Jewish quarter of
the Old City of Jerusalem in Arab hands?
The Arabs promptly destroyed them.

(The recent rededication and re-open-
ing of one of those synagogues – the
Hurva – in the former Jewish Quarter
elicited the usual Arab outrage.)

Israel, on the other hand, has an
exemplary record of protecting
Christian and Muslim holy places. The
Israeli government’s policy, in most
cases, is to allow the relevant Muslim
and Christian religious authorities to
administer their mosques and churches
with little interference from the govern-
ment, other than providing protection
where needed.

The new controversy over the Cave of
the Patriarchs and Rachel’s Tomb is just
another example of Arab obstruction-
ism, and of the Palestinian ability to
shoot themselves in the foot. 

Palestinian response
(Cont. from page 5.)



Jewish shop owner offers Holocaust soap
MONTREAL (JTA) – A Jewish shop owner is generating controversy for trying to sell a bar of

soap allegedly made from the remains of Holocaust victims. 
Abraham Botines, who founded the curiosity shop Botines on the city’s trendy St. Laurent

Boulevard in 1967, claims he bought the bar of soap from a retired Canadian soldier who
found it in a concentration camp. 

Botines’ son Ivan, who co-owns the store, said its ingredients are a mystery. 
“I can only tell you what [Abraham] told me, which is it was probably made from human fat

or grease,” he told CTV News. 
After reporters began descending on the store last Friday morning, the controversial artifact

was removed from the front window. Abraham Botines said it can now be seen only by seri-
ous collectors or those willing to pay the price of $300. 

“It’s my soap and I’m free to do anything I want with it,” he told the Canadian Press. 
Abraham Botines said he tried to sell the item to a Holocaust museum, which refused the

offer. He said he has long been collecting memorabilia from the Nazi era. 
The Canadian Broadcasting Corp. initially reported the existence of the beige bar of soap

stamped with a swastika, alleged to be from Poland circa 1940. 
The story also triggered discussions of whether the Nazis actually made soap from the

remains of Holocaust victims. 
“We have never found any evidence that soap was made from the remains of murdered

Jews,” Frank Chalk, a history professor at Montreal’s Concordia University, told CTV. “It’s an
urban myth.” 

B’nai Brith Canada has called the item an “indignity” and said it would like police to inves-
tigate. 

York University removes anti-Semitic student
TORONTO (JTA) – York University in Toronto says a man who allegedly advocated genocide

against Jews is no longer a student there.
Salman Hossain had been accused of running a Web site that refers to Jews as “diseased and

filthy,” “the scum of the earth,” “fanatic, genocidal maniacs,” “psychotic” and “mass murder-
ers.”

The Arizona-based Web site Filthy Jewish Terrorists also said “a genocide should be perpe-
trated against the Jewish populations of North America and Europe.”

York suspended Hossain last month and ordered him to appear before a disciplinary panel.
“The person is no longer a student here,” Alex Bilyk, the university’s director of media rela-

tions, told the National Post newspaper on Thursday. Asked if that was a result of action by the
university, he replied: “Yes,” adding, “That’s all I can tell you.”

Hossain is still the subject of a hate crimes investigation, according to the Ontario Provincial
Police, because it is illegal in Canada to support or promote genocide, as well as communi-
cate statements other than in private conversation that willfully promote hatred against an
identifiable group.

Ontario’s attorney general declined to press criminal charges last year against Hossain, say-
ing the Bangladeshi-Canadian was undergoing rehabilitation with an imam.

York made “the only logical decision that could be reached in this case,” Bernie Farber, CEO
of the Canadian Jewish Congress, told the Post.

Canadian businessman donates $2 million to World ORT
TORONTO (JTA) – A Canadian entrepreneur has donated $2

million to World ORT, the largest gift ever from a Canadian to
the global Jewish educational organization.

Seymour Schulich’s gift will establish the Schulich Canada
Smart Classroom Initiative, which “will bring a new dimension
to teaching, generating class interaction with educational soft-
ware, Web sites, and other resources,” according to a March
31 news release from World ORT.

The initiative, part of Kadima Mada, World ORT’s program-
ming arm in Israel, will launch 411 “smart classrooms” in
northern Israel. It will include equipment, teacher-training pro-
grams, development of learning materials, upgrades and main-
tenance.

Schools selected for the project have been identified by
Israel’s Ministry of Education and Ministry for the Development of the Galilee and the Negev
as being in areas of “economic and social distress.”

The classrooms will be provided with laptops that connect to a wireless network linking
students’ computers to the teacher’s workstation and whiteboard. Some 40,000 students are
expected to benefit from the initiative.

Teachers also will be equipped with hand-held tablet computers so they can walk around
classrooms. “Smart classrooms” also will be able to access World
ORT’s videoconferencing network.

“I am extremely grateful to Seymour Schulich for this outstanding
donation,” Robert Singer, director general and CEO of World ORT,
said in a statement. “Today, education is the best investment in the
future for the Jewish people and for the future of the State of Israel.”

Schulich’s gift was partnered through UJA Federation of Greater
Toronto.

The donation will be matched by an additional $9.75 million from
World ORT, the Israeli ministries of education and of the Negev and
Galilee, local authorities, and ORT donors.

Schulich, of Ontario, is well known for his philanthropy, notably to
Canadian universities.
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BIRTH  ANNOUNCEMENT

Cindy Lazar, Joel Kay, and big sister Rachel are
thrilled to announce the safe and healthy arrival of
their son and brother JACK RONEN (Zechariah
Rachmiel) KAY on February 24, 2010, the 11th of
Adar, 5770. Jack weighed in at 6 pounds, 14.7
ounces and measured 20.5 inches long. Jack was
named in loving memory of his grandfathers Jack
(Zechariah) Kay, who was named for his grandfa-
ther Zechariah Koslovsky, and Ronald (Rachmiel)
Lazar, who was named for his grandmother Rachel
Lazar, in the hope that he will be inspired by the
great characters of these great men. Marjorie Kay is
Jack’s proud Bubbie. Rachel’s other grandparents
are Jack Kay and Rhona and Ronald Lazar, all of
blessed memory. Aunts and uncles Michael, Cheryl,
Gary, Rhea, Matthew, Nola and Susan Lazar, Patric
Yurkowski, Lynn, David and Barb Kay and Sid
Nightingale, and cousins Elliot, Gabriel, Levi,
Casey, Solly, Ezra, Yona, Galya, Gilon, Aaron,
Adam and Leah are overjoyed.

• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
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• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs
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CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS
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I Can Help You!    Experienced & Professional 

Linda Posner Segal M.Ed.  

Former Winnipegger

SUTTON GROUP ASSOCIATES

Sales Representative   

Office 416 966-0300

Cell 416 721-4366    

“Trust Makes All The Difference”

lsegal@trebnet.com

www.lindasegalhomes.com
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Twittering, tweets
and texting! Bah
humbug!! I just don’t
get it ! Okay, I know
that I am technologi-
cally challenged, but
why are so many
folks using these new
internet tools to tune
in to the lives of the
rich, the famous, and
the not so famous?

Movie stars, politicians, T.V. personalities,
and even everyday people are “sharing” the
inside info of their daily lives with the rest of
the world. “I just made a peanut butter sand-
wich – yummy”, one star quipped. “Today
I’m going to the dentist”, offered another.

My friend, who I
think is a fairly
intelligent woman,
told me that she is
“hooked” on read-
ing Canadian singer
Anne Murray’s
tweets. “Anne’s
really funny”, she
exclaimed.

When I asked her
to fill me in, she
confided that, as
we spoke, Murray was on vacation in
Orlando. “I just got out of the pool. Life is
great!”, Anne tweeted.

Did I miss something? My friend told me
that people who are “into” twittering tweets
can also eavesdrop as famous friends talk to
one another. “It can be really interesting. Did
you know that Anne Murray has a really good
sense of humor? Maybe this phenomenon
represents a globalization of our social struc-
ture”, she explained.

Then there’s texting. That’s when you type
messages into your cell phone and send them
to friends and family. There are even websites
to help you with the text “lingo”.

“I have to go to the library to return some
books. See you later”, becomes “Ive 2g2lib2rt
sumbux SYL.”

Okay, maybe I’m a “dinosaur, but where is
this all going to lead? Wouldn’t it be easier to
just dial the number and speak for yourself?

Although I know
that there are times
when texting is a
boon (for long dis-
tance, during a
meeting or in a pub-
lic place), there is a
darker and a some-
times dangerous
side to this craze.

Did you know that
there are some peo-
ple who even text

while driving, using their thighs on the steer-
ing wheel to guide the car?

T.V. ads for these fbulusfns (fabulous
phones) don’t help, as they showcase the
ease and popularity of new technology. For
example , there’s an ad that shows a roomful
of family (including grandma) texting each
other while seated together around a dining
room table (so convenient, so civilized, and
best of all, no more yelling when fighting
over that turkey drumstick!). 

Then there’s the commercial that appeals to
our NEED TO KNOW RIGHT NOW! In it, a
young man and woman, cellphones in hand,
are seated on a sofa. As she breaks up with
him by text, he looks incredulously at his
screen. He is stunned. “You’re breaking up
with me?”, he cries. In the blink of an eye, a
would-be suitor (also clutching a phone)
appears in the doorway. He ogles the girl and
oozes, “So, I hear you’re available”. Blink
again, and a phone-hugging, new girlfriend
wanna-be is on the scene to comfort the poor
shlemiel on the couch. “She didn’t deserve
you!”, she commiserates. Then the minute-
long ad ends with the arrival of the dumpee’s
dad, there for emotional support. “So she
dumped you!”, he says, looking at his phone
screen.

Sure, I know that speedy communication is
a wonderful advance, but isn’t this going a bit
too far? What happened to the art of conver-
sation, communication, moral integrity and
eye contact, not to mention the spelling,
grammar and the art of composition?

On the other hand, I will concede that
technology can be a wonderful thing. My
cousin created a family tree on a genealogi-
cal website, that has enabled me to learn
about my roots, and connect with new rela-
tives. Websites such as Facebook can help

you find and catch up with long lost friends
and schoolmates, and of course, I love the
convenience of communicating by e-mail,
day or night (you would be surprised at the
number of midnight mailers out there in
cyberspace).

So how do we handle the ever-increasing,
ever expanding universe of apps? Keep com-
municating, but don’t lose your humanity.

Above all, remember (like Anne Murray)
that life is “tweet”.

Jill claims to be technologically challenged…but proves otherwise 
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For more information, 
please contact:
Donor Relations Manager
Ph: (204) 949-2032
Toll-free: 1.888.473.4636
www.heartandstroke.mb.ca

Live Red.
Make healthy choices in your life – 
be smoke free, know and control 
your blood pressure, make healthy 
food choices, be physically active 
and take time to relax.

Plan Red.
Make a lasting impact with your 
Will, supporting the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation of Manitoba 
to ensure our programs continue 
well into the future. Make a 
difference in the lives of those 
close to you affected by heart 
disease and stroke.

We’re asking.

Only 7% of people have planned 
a gift in their Will, but 34%

would if asked.

As Part of Shoah Week

The United Jewish People’s Order
Sholem Aleichem Community

Present Their

Annual Warsaw Ghetto Commemoration

Monday, April 12, 2010
7:30 p.m.

Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue
700 Jefferson Avenue (at Sinclair St.)

Guest Speaker
WALTER SALTZBERG, HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR

Topic:
“Beating the Odds: Personal Survival”

Program

North End Jewish Folk Choir with narration
Theme: “Survivor’s Flame: Burning Forever?”

Candle Lighting Ceremony

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

Sure, I know that speedy
communication is a wonderful

advance, but isn’t this going a bit too
far? What happened to the art of

conversation, communication, moral
integrity and eye contact, not to

mention the spelling, grammar and
the art of composition?



By DORE GOLD
Israeli commentators on the tense relations between the US and

Israel are missing a central point. Some are suggesting that Obama is
inexperienced and is prone to making mistakes when dealing with the
Middle East. It is typically asked: Doesn’t Obama know that he will
only harden the Palestinian position and make the start of negotiations
more difficult? These sort of explanations do not consider that Obama
is definitely not naive and understands exactly what he is doing, but
has a purpose that is not so easy to discern. 

What is going on today is not a tactical crisis between the US and
Israel that can be resolved by finding the right diplomatic language
that will help them bridge their differences. Even if such a formula is
magically found, it will not necessarily resolve the long-term problem
that Israel has to deal with. After all, there was a 10 month settlement
freeze in the West Bank that was supposed to be the formula that
bridged between the US position that demanded a construction freeze
in East Jerusalem and Israel’s policy that opposed such pre-conditions
for negotiations. But clearly that US-Israeli understanding did not even
last until September 2010, when the ten months were to end, since
President Obama has already re-introduced the freeze in Jerusalem yet
again. 

Any recommendations of how to make US-Israeli relations work
again must correctly diagnose what exactly has changed on the
American side. To accomplish this, it is sometimes necessary to get out
of the limited context of Israel and the Palestinians and look more
broadly at how US policy towards the world is changing under
President Barack Obama. One of America’s leading commentators on
international relations from the Carnegie Foundation, Robert Kagan,

noted in the Washington Post on March 17 that other American allies
fear that Obama is changing the relationship of the United States with
them. These include Britain, France, Japan, and India. In 2008, for
example, Obama suggested that India needed to resolve the Kashmir
question with Pakistan, so that the Pakistanis can shift their troops from
the Indian border to the Pakistani border with Afghanistan. India
regards Kashmir as being under Indian sovereignty, and does not want
the US meddling in this issue. A year later Obama welcomed China
having a role in South Asia, which India viewed as Washington rec-
ognizing the intrusion of Beijing into its backyard. 

But the British case is the most dramatic. In early March, Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton proposed in Buenos Aires, that Britain begin
negotiating the future of its sovereignty over the Falkland Islands with
Argentina. This was a major change in US policy and it angered many
British officials in London. This shift has only accelerated debate in the
British parliament over the future of the “special relationship” with the
US, with a parliamentary committee calling on the British government
to reconsider the extent to which it should closely coordinate with
Washington. This came after the decision of President Obama to snub
British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, who made five requests for a
bilateral meeting at the opening of the UN General Assembly in
September 2009, but was turned down by Washington.

Israel should not seek comfort in the troubles of others, but it should
understand that it is part of a wider pattern. President Obama does not
see himself changing the status quo either internationally or domesti-
cally at the margins. His domestic focus on health care, instead of a
safer goal of creating jobs, was part of his ambitious vision of trans-
forming American society as a whole. Equally, in foreign policy,
Obama is not just interested in following the initiatives of his prede-
cessors but in providing his own design for the world in the future. As
Robert Kagan wrote, Obama is departing from a 60-year old grand
strategy that the US adopted in the past, and is hoping to replace it
with something entirely new. 

Since his June 4, 2009 address in Cairo, Obama has made it clear
that he seeks to fundamentally transform the relations of the West with
the Islamic World. He connected the 9/11 attacks to the historic ten-
sions between the Islamic states and the West, which he explained, al-
Qaeda exploited. By changing the relationship, Obama believes he is
also removing the motivation for the next attack. He also may see his
own personal role as a historical figure who can bridge between the
two civilizations. 

In short, it would not be an exaggeration to say that Obama believes
that by creating a Palestinian state as soon as possible, his administra-
tion would be transforming the relations of the West with the Arab
world and the Islamic countries as well. If that is the case, then estab-
lishing a Palestinian state may be more important to the administration
than creating the conditions for the parties to negotiate the issue
among themselves. President Bill Clinton opposed the unilateral dec-
laration of a Palestinian state in 1999, but will that still be the policy
of President Obama in 2011? 

What the Obama administration’s grand design for the Middle East,
aside from the Palestinian state, is not clear. But if his administration
seeks to re-fashion America’s alliance system, the Arab states should
not automatically celebrate the new direction of US Middle East pol-
icy. Who will be America’s main partner in its outreach to the Islamic
world? Will it be the old allies like Egypt or Saudi Arabia? Or will there
be a new regional partner instead? The Gulf States have been serious-
ly concerned that the US will develop new relations with Iran at their
expense, should the Iranian leadership agree at some point to
Obama’s offer of engagement. They know that Washington’s top pri-
ority is to withdraw successfully from Iraq and Afghanistan without
chaos ensuing. To achieve this goal, Obama will need cooperation
from Iran rather than escalation.

As suggested earlier, what Prime Minister Netanyahu experienced
in Washington was not just a tactical US-Israeli problem but the
beginning of a strategic change in US foreign policy. The tensions in
US-Israel relations are part of a much larger global shift that President
Obama is initiating. It is not enough to go back to stories of Begin and
Carter or Shamir and Bush and apply the lessons from those clashes
to the present day. Only after the picture of where Obama is heading
becomes clear, will it be possible to chart a new course for Israel that
will protect its interests and create a new a new basis for the US-Israeli
alliance. 

This article was originally written in Hebrew for Yisrael Hayom.
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The Iranian Threat:
Myths and Realities

Monday
April 26, 2010

8:00 p.m.
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue

561 Wellington Crescent

$36 Adults $24 Seniors and Students
For tickets and further information
visit www.jhcwc.org/kaneelecture
or call 477-7462

SOL AND FLORENCE KANEE 5TH ANNUAL DISTINGUISHED LECTURE

AMBASSADORDORE GOLD
Israel�s ambassador to the UN 1997-1999.

Ph.D. International Relations
and Middle East Studies, Columbia University.

“On Monday, April 26, Ambassador Dore Gold will be the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada’s featured Sol and Florence Kanee
Distinguished Lecturer. A former Israeli ambassador to the United Nations, Dr. Gold is the recognized expert on Iranian nuclear ambitions.
He will be speaking at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue at 8 pm on the Iranian Threat: Myths and Realities. Tickets are available online at
www.jhcwc.org/kaneelecture or by calling 477 7462.”

Obama and Israel: A Global Perspective



Dr. Sheldon Sheps
notes that, while he
has nominated sev-
eral people over the
years for the Mayo
Clinic Distinguished
Alumni Award, he
was pleasantly sur-
prised when he him-
self was singled out
for the prestigious
award.

“You devote your
life to the practice of
medicine and do the
best you can,” says
the retired chair of
the famed Mayo
Clinic’s Division of
Hypertension. “But
you don’t expect this
kind of recognition.”

Dr. Irwin Schatz
feels the same way.
“I was very pleased
and grateful and sur-
prised,” says Schatz,
who is retired from
the University of
Hawaii John A.
Burns School of
Medicine in
Honolulu.

Last August, the
two former
Winnipeggers were
among four recipients of the award, which recognizes excellence in
patient care, research and education. The honorees were the latest
inductees into a select group who exemplify the Mayo Clinic’s ideals
and mission.

Dr. Schatz grew up at 175 Cathedral Avenue in the north end. He
attended Peretz School, Machray and St. John’s. He left Winnipeg in
1955 – at the age of 24 – for Vancouver and an internship at
Vancouver General Hospital. That was followed by a fellowship to
study cardiology at the Mayo Clinic, which he completed in 1961. He

was working at the University of Michigan when he was recruited to
move to Hawaii. He was Chair of the Department of Medicine and led
the residency program at the University of Hawaii for more than two
decades. He and his wife Barbara have been residents of Hawaii for
35 years. 

Dr. Schatz has published almost 100 articles about orthostatic
hypotension, cardiovascular risk factors and medical education. One

Former Winnipeggers recognized by Mayo Clinic for
contributions to medicine 
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OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE (Cont. on page 10. See “Myron Love”.)

DR. SHELDON SHEPS: “You devote your life
to the practice of medicine and do the best
you can. But you don’t expect this kind of
recognition.”

DR. IRWIN SCHATZ: “I was very pleased
and grateful and surprised.” 



of his claims to
fame came about
early in his career,
when he became

the first doctor in America to question the
ethics of the controversial “Tuskegee Study of
Untreated Syphilis in the Negro Male”, con-
ducted between 1932 and 1972 by the U.S.
Public Health Service. 

“I had been in practice for three years
when I read this report of the 30-year follow-
up of the research,” he recalls. “I had to
reread it several times. The study involved a

group of poor black sharecroppers in
Alabama. Even though penicillin was avail-
able by 1946 for treating syphilis, they
weren’t treated, so that researchers could fol-
low the progress of their disease. I wrote a let-
ter of protest to the U.S. Public Health
Service.”

Nothing came of his letter. But, in 1972,
when the Wall Street Journal broke the story,
his letter was found in the files in
Washington. “With the letter was a comment
by a researcher that mine was the first such
letter and he wasn’t going to bother to reply,”
Schatz says.

“The Wall Street Journal article created an
uproar, which led to hearings, which were
chaired by Senator Kennedy. The result was
that the way that medical research was con-
ducted in the United States was changed. In
1996, President Clinton offered a public
apology to the nine survivors of the group.”

Dr. Schatz was a major contributor to the
Honolulu Heart Program, a longitudinal
study with 44 years of follow-up in Japanese-
American men. The study demonstrated the
major role that frailty plays in poor outcomes
for older people.

He also helped develop the research and
support infrastructure for young Hawaiian
researchers, and helped gain National
Institutes of Health support for his
researchers in two cases.

He remains an active member of the
Faculty of Medicine in Honolulu. 

Dr. Schatz says that he was last in Winnipeg
for the Peretz School reunion in 2003. “I still
have some cousins in Winnipeg,” he says.

He notes that he and his wife see their
long-time friends, Winnipeggers Ron and
Phyllis Polinsky, every year when the
Polinskys vacation in Hawaii.

The Schatz’s have four sons, two of whom
are in Hawaii.

* * *
Dr. Sheldon Sheps is a Mayo Clinic

Emeritus Professor of Medicine, who earned
his MD degree from the University of
Manitoba, graduating in 1955. After some
post-graduate training at the Mayo Clinic, he
practised at the Manitoba Clinic for a couple
of years. In 1960, he was invited to join the
staff of the Mayo Clinic (in Rochester,
Minnesota).

“It was a good opportunity,” he says. “I
have been here ever since.”

His career has been devoted to exploring
the relationship between vascular disease
and hypertensive target organ injury. He has
made seminal contributions in the develop-
ment, management and understanding of the
natural history and
treatment of renal
vascular hyperten-
sion. 

Dr. Sheps chaired
the working group
for the Sixth Joint
National Committee
on the Prevention,
D e t e c t i o n ,
Evaluation, and
Treatment of High
Blood Pressure. He
has been section
editor of all three
editions of the
American Heart
A s s o c i a t i o n
H y p e r t e n s i o n
Primer, editor-in-
chief of Mayo Clinic
on High Blood
Pressure, and asso-

ciate editor of the Third Edition of the Mayo
Clinic Family Health Book. He is a senior
medical editor of the Mayo Clinic health
information Web site, MayoClinic.com. 

He says that the aspect of medicine that he
enjoyed the most was taking care of patients.

Sheps notes that he retired from patient care
several years ago.

Sheps and his wife, the former Pneena Pearl
Safeer, remain active in their synagogue in
Rochester. “We have a brand new synagogue,
a great new rabbi and a vibrant Jewish com-
munity here,” he says.

The Sheps have daughters in Kingston, New
York, Minneapolis and Philadelphia.

They still have some family in Winnipeg as
well, and were most recently back here for
the 55th anniversary of Dr. Sheps’ medical
school graduating class. They also came for
the Peretz School reunion. Dr. Sheps, who is
a St. John’s graduate, hasn’t decided yet if he
will be attending the St. John’s 100th anniver-
sary celebrations in June.
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The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation. A
borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be able
to provide qualified guarantors who are
willing to cosign for the loan. These inter-
est free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the loan
helped me to realize my dream of being a
homeowner. As a result my future, and
that of my children, is more stable and
secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

Myron Love
(Cont. from page 9.)

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
� Alzheimer Care � Palliative Care � Post-Operative Care 
� Stroke Care � Long-Term Care � Rehabilitation 
� Respite � ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
� RN’s � LPN’s � Health Care Aides
� Home Support Workers � Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager



By REBECA KUROPATWA
The Chai Folk Ensemble, made

up of over 40 dancers, singers,
and musicians, is internationally
acclaimed as North America’s
oldest and largest Israeli folk
dance ensemble. The ensemble
performs a unique blend of inter-
national dance, music, and song
exclusively to live musical
accompaniment. 

The Chai Folk Ensemble was
founded by the late Sarah
Sommer in 1964, with eight
young women accompanied by
an accordionist. Sommer passed
away at a very young age in
1969, but her husband, the per-
formers, and the community cre-
ated a board of directors and
dedicated themselves to assuring
the group’s continuation. 

This year, Chai is releasing a
special new CD. The release
party and intimate concert featur-
ing the entire ensemble will take
place on the evening of May 9 at
the Gates on Roblin (with atten-
dance limited to donors and cor-
porate sponsors).

“It’s now 13 years since we
made our last recording and our
singers, musicians, and material
have grown and developed far
beyond previous levels,” said
Chai Administrative Director,
Reeva Nepon. “Our music has
evolved and we perform more
and more Jewish, Israeli, and
world music. We’re celebrating
our achievement and future with
a new musical recording that
fuels our group here in Canada
and beyond.” 

Ariel Posen is Chai’s musical
director and guitarist, as well as
the producer of the soon-to-be-
released Chai CD. He is also one
of two musically-inclined sons to parents
who are no strangers to the music world,
Kinzey Posen and Shayla Fink (of klezmer
band fame, Finjan). 

Posen joined Chai when he was 14 (in
2001), and has been the troupe’s musical
director since 2008.

“This CD is unique because it’s really eclec-
tic,” said Posen. “Although the songs are
associated with Hebrew or Judaism, the over-
all vibe is more directed to world music than
it is exclusively Jewish. But, it does of course
still stay true to its roots.” 

The CD’s featured singers are local talents
Melissa Hart, Rachel Steindel, Sarah
Sommer, Jacqui Usiskin, Beth Schachter,
Tracy Kasner Greaves, Arthur Liffmann,
David Greaves, David Vamos, and Justin
Odwak. 

The featured musicians are Posen on guitars
and lap steel, Kinzey Posen on bass, Zack
Antel on keyboards, Jeff Gordon and Jon
Lemer on drums and percussion, Chris Wolfe
on clarinet, Kristjanna Olesen on violin,
Matthew Leibl and Becky Reesor on piano,
Jeremy Rusu on accordion, and Scott Senior
on percussion. 

Posen predicted there will most likely be a
Chai tour to promote the CD, but that is
something in the planning stages. He noted,
“This CD is great for anyone. It’s not for one
age group or anything more than any other,
and there’s enough material variety to keep

different people interested.” 
Since its inception, Chai has

released four albums – “Chai is
Hebrew for Life” (1974), “Songs
of Life…the Music of Chai”
(1980), “Chai” (1986), and “Mah
Yafim Haleylot/How Beautiful
are the Nights” (1997). The first
three were produced on vinyl. In
2004, for Chai’s 40th anniversary,
all four albums were re-mastered
on CDs and released as a set.

For more information, contact
Reeva Nepon at the Chai Folk
Arts Council at (204) 477-7497
or rnepon@aspercampus.mb.ca. 
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Chai in rehearsal. Courtesy of Keith Levit Photography.
Chai musical director, ARIEL
POSEN. Courtesy of Ariel Posen.

Chai singers, (L-R) DAVID VAMOS, ARTHUR LIFFMANN, and
JUSTIN ODWAK Courtesy of Keith Levit Photography.

First in 14 years

Chai to release fifth CD



(Ed. Note: With this
issue, we introduce a
new column by Hart
Peikoff. As you will
see, Hart Peikoff bares
all in telling his own
life story. What he has
to say may not be
what you’d typically

expect to find in a Jewish newspaper, but if it
helps just one peson with an addiction prob-
lem - which is a real problem in our commu-
nity - then it will have served a vital purpose.)

Congratulations – You are amongst the first
to read the collectors edition of The Jewish
Post & News [JP&N] new column - ”take the
high road” by Hart Peikoff. This is an interac-

tive column in which I invite readers to write
in, E mail or interact on the net by asking
questions, making comments or suggestions
on what may be useful to all of us in the area
of substance abuse and/or addiction. Every
effort will be put forth to answer many of your
inquiries. This interaction can have a power-
ful effect on all of us moving forward on the
wellness path. We are all on this path. Some
of us are further ahead and others are further
behind. Most of you already know - this is a
journey, not an arrival point.

Out of the gate let me state clearly I am an
addict and will always be one. The difference
now though, is that I am an addict in well-
ness. This specifically means I am not using
any substances, which include drugs, alcohol
or the abuse of prescription medication. As
you are probably aware, there are many other
addictions. In the not-so-distant future this
column will deal with them as well. “Twelve
step” wisdom and new best practices will be
the column’s foundation.

I have been in wellness now for about 15
years, after abusing all kinds of drugs and
alcohol. I say “about” because I was a “dry
drunk” for almost 12 of those 15 years. The
phrase “dry drunk” simply means I was not
using any drugs or alcohol but did not work
on the “hole in my soul”, which drove me to
consume copious amounts of drugs to kill the
emotional pain. As well, by not seriously
looking at the reasons I used drugs in the first
place I was left with behavior pretty much the
same as when I was using, which continued
to produce unacceptable communication,
pain and confusion for me as well as others
who were in my life. In the fourth step of a
12-step recovery program - “the personal
inventory investigation”, one accomplishes
exactly that. It fills the hole in your soul with
clarity, insight and
goodness through
the discovery of
what really drove
you to use.

In order to keep
what I have now -
sobriety, it is impor-
tant to give back to
others.

This column is one
of my ways of giving
back. Another is
continuing my visits
to schools, sharing
with students the stories which describe the
horrible effect drugs had on my life, with the
hope some of you will remember them and
make wiser choices when tempted by the self
or others to try certain drugs. I also meet with
individuals on a one-to-one basis when the
circumstances are appropriate.

I am aware of the sensitivity surrounding
this subject matter; therefore, readers who
choose to interact can do so anonymously. If
you send your inquiries by E mail or snail
mail to the JP&N all information will be kept
confidential. So go for it. Remember, we are
all in this together. You can also enter a user
name which will make it easier for you to
identify my response or the response from a
professional, Dr. Aida Strocovsky a coun-
selor, or from both of us. I am grateful to have
Dr. Aida aboard this column for the good of
all. Please note: This column is not intended
to take the place of 12-step programs or one
on one treatment with professionals. This is
meant as another tool to use if desired in the
fight to break the chains of addiction.

“Take the high road” can be accessed in the

JP&N print edition. My column will also be
featured on the JP&N’s recently enhanced
website http://www.jewishpostandnews.com,
too, for those who prefer the net. As well links
will appear in the paper edition and on the
JP&N website to blogs and a You Tube site I
already operate.

http://hartbeatthehippie.blogspot.com
h t t p : / / h a r t b e a t t h e h i p p i e -

piggyback.blogspot.com  
http://www.youtube.com/hartbeat00000

“Slips” are common in the battle to win the
war over addiction and or substance abuse. If
that happens to you just pick yourself up and
keep on keeping on. The floor is a place for
you to rise from. For real, be blunt and hon-
est with yourself and you shall see the unbe-
lievable appear and work magic in your life.
Go for it! What is the worst that can happen?
You will be back where you are now. This is a
good thought to ponder - ”What we give out
we usually get back.” Please keep this in
mind. The experts state it requires doing
something 16 to 18 times to create a habit. So
by learning through commitment, desire and
assistance you can create a new habit
through resistance. Every time you resist the
temptation to use drugs, the hook it has on
you becomes less potent.

“Take the high road” towards life’s journey
is the highest of highs one can ever experi-
ence. And what is more exciting - you will
leave back in the past the over-the-top awful
life of abnormal highs which naturally are fol-
lowed with horrible downs. The point of
being in control is always in the moment.
Every thought that is entering your head is
forming your present and your future life.
One can choose, through awareness, to con-
trol these thoughts, especially the negative

messages. This alone is
a powerful liberator.

Addiction and sub-
stance abuse requires
all the resources one
can gather up. It is a
disease with no other
equals. Why? It affects
you physically, spiritu-
ally, mentally, emotion-
ally and can affect all
areas of your life. It
often has a tendency to
annihilate those who
are closest to you. With

other diseases you may do almost nothing,
and when the health industry intervenes well-
ness occurs, often in spite of yourself. With
addiction and serious substance abuse, inter-
vention usually does not work unless you
want to snap the addiction hold so badly, you
are willing to do whatever is required to get
the job done.

Let’s work towards making each other better
humans. It’s a challenge; however it is in the
realm of possibilities. Every one of you read-
ing this column now knows at least one
human being struggling with these issues.

I look forward to all your responses.

After thoughts:

Ponder the following questions?
*Are you annoyed when other people com-

ment or criticize your substance habits?
*Are you aware of the statistics that state 10

to 12 percent of all North Americans will
experience addiction and or substance
abuse? [AFM stats]

Cheers & .05% Beers 
Hart Peikoff
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Support available for Jewish 
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details about
meeting times and locations.

By

HART PEIKOFF

“Take the high road”

This column is one of my ways of
giving back. Another is

continuing my visits to schools,
sharing with students the stories

which describe the horrible
effect drugs had on my life, with

the hope some of you will
remember them and make wiser
choices when tempted by the self

or others to try certain drugs.



Walter Saltzberg
spreads a number of
enlarged grainy pho-
tos, each of which is
laminated onto a
separate piece of
cardboard, on a
table in the coffee
shop/lounge of the

Viscount Gort Hotel.
One of the shots shows the 79 year old

Holocaust survivor, who is a graduate of the
University of Manitoba’s Department of Civil
Engineering, as a one year old baby with his
parents and older brother in a park in their
home city of Warsaw, Poland sometime in
1932.

“These are my only inheritance,” says Mr.
Saltzberg, during an interview one Saturday
morning in late March.

“I’m the only survivor (in my family).”
Mr. Saltzberg will be the featured speaker

on April 12 at the Chevra Mishnayes
Synagogue, 700 Jefferson Avenue (at
Sinclair).

The event, which is headlined “Survivors’
Flame – Burning Forever,” is part of the annu-
al Shoah Week remembrance events spon-
sored by the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.

Walter was eight years old, in his second
year of school, when Germany invaded
Poland on September 1, 1939, notes a biog-
raphy of Saltzberg that appeared in The
Manitoba Professional Engineer (December
1997), and which he provided to The Jewish
Post & News.

“Walter’s parents were able to send Walter
to a family friend’s apartment for two years,”
says the article which was written by J.W.
Bogan, Professional Engineer.

“The friend was a Polish doctor who served
in the Polish underground. Walter hid in the
apartment for two years and never ventured
outside. At the time, Walter’s parents and
brother worked for a German company that
produced typewriters and adding machines.
The last time Walter saw his parents and
brother, he was 11 years old.

“In the apartment, Walter usually remained
in the washroom when there were visitors.
One day, one of the scariest moments
occurred when the Gestapo visited the apart-
ment and conducted a two-hour search. They
examined each room, trying to locate secret
panels where someone might be hiding.
Detection meant certain death. Walter hid on
the floor, behind the tub, to avoid detection,
and covered himself with a towel.
Fortunately, he was not discovered.

“During the Polish underground uprising in
the fall of 1944, Walter was forced to seek
shelter outside the apartment. He found
refuge in another abandoned building.
Towards the end of the uprising, the building
was bombed. Walter was buried up to his
head and his right leg was broken above the
knee. Another boy (about 10 years older) took
Walter into hiding in the sub-basement of
another building, with four others.”

They survived in a 40 square foot space for
five months. The group had little food and
water, and survived for three months on a bag
of partly rotten onions that was found in the
ruins of another shelter, says Saltzberg, who is
Technical Consultant and International
Liason Officer with the ISIS Canada Research
Network, as well as an Engineer in
Residence/Associate Professor at the U of M.

“Walter…was not able to receive medical
attention for his broken leg until May 1945,
nine months after being injured,” when the

Soviet army occupied Warsaw, continues the
biography.

After the Soviets left Warsaw, Walter, who
grew up in a non-religious home, was sent to
a Jewish orphanage outside Warsaw, says the
bio.

“He underwent surgery on his leg at a
Russian military hospital. The operation was
not successful and Walter almost lost his leg
because of infection. He was examined by
the Swedish Red Cross and sent to Sweden
for further treatment. There doctors attempted
to reconstruct his leg. Initially his right leg
was 14 inches shorter than the left. After
surgery, it was only three inches shorter.”

Saltzberg was sponsored to Canada by “dis-
tant relatives” in 1947.

On the ship over, a Canadian man asked
him what he wanted to be.

“I said ‘an engineer,’” says Saltzberg,

adding that he traveled to Canada as part of a
group of Jewish orphans from Eastern Europe.

“He said, ‘You’ll never make it.’ I sent him a
copy of my graduation certificate years later.”

Whenever he speaks to students and others,
Saltzberg tells them not to be complacent.

“What happened to me can happen to you
unless you’re vigilant,” he says.

“I also tell them that when I came to
Canada on December 2, 1947, I had a Grade
Two education, obtained about eight years
previous; and I spoke Polish, French and
some Swedish, had no money and a bum leg.
Yet, thanks to hard work, at one stage in my
career I rose to the position of Acting
Assistant Deputy Minister, Manitoba
Department of Highways.”
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Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education
Call for Nominations

Effective June 2010, there will be THREE vacancies in the number of Elected Directors on the Winnipeg Board of Jewish
Education (WBJE).  The term of office for an Elected Director is three years. Pursuant to Article V(1) of the WBJE By-Laws, the
Board has approved specific criteria to be met by candidates seeking to be elected to the Board.  Candidates must satisfy one of
the following criteria:
Willingness to Assume Leadership Roles on BJE Board in the Future
Background in Finance
Background in Strategic Planning
Fundraising Ability
Candidates must also meet the following eligibility requirements set out in the By-Laws:

Article V(4) – Only contributing members shall be entitled to stand for election to the Board.
Article III(3) – A “contributing member” shall mean any person with a substantial connection to the Winnipeg Jewish
Community of at least eighteen (18) years of age, who, by the 1st business day in February immediately preceding election
day has paid a contribution of $18.00 or more to the Combined Jewish Appeal for its current campaign.
Article VI(3) – All Directors of the Corporation shall be Contributing Members as described herein and shall not be, nor
shall members of their immediate family be, employees of the Corporation.
Article VI(3)(a) – “Immediate Family” shall mean parents, spouse and children.

Pursuant to Article V(2) the WBJE has approved the following slate of candidates, who meet the approved criteria and eligibili-
ty requirements:

Al Benarroch
Tracy Kasner Greaves

Pursuant to Article V (3), other individuals who meet the eligibility requirements and approved criteria may file an application to
add their name to the slate of candidates.  Application forms are available at the WBJE office or by calling Peggy Rybachuk,
Executive Assistant, Gray Academy of Jewish Education at (204) 477-7425. 

Completed applications forms must be submitted to the WBJE Office no later than May 1, 2010 and should be forwarded to the
attention of:

Anita Wortzman
Chair, Governance Committee 

Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education
Abe & Fan Simkin Circle
A202 – 123 Doncaster Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3N 2B4

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Walter Saltzberg’s incredible tale of survival

WALTER SALTZBERG
Featured speaker at the Annual United
Jewish People’s Order/Sholem Aleichem
Community Warsaw Ghetto Remembrance
program April 12. (See ad on page 7.) Walter and his brother aboard an elephant in

the Warsaw Zoo pre-WWII.



(Ed. note: With
this issue, we intro-
duce another new
columnist - Irwin
Lipnowski. Irwin has
written occasionally
for us in the past,
and I’ve been after

him for a long time to become a regular
columnist for us. He is sure to bring a novel
perspective to almost any subject, as you will
see once you read his column this week.)

Our mortality is a fact that all human

beings must confront. Yet historically, the
monumental legacies of Greek mathemati-
cians Pythagoras and Euclid have been more
successful in perpetuating their memories
than have the Egyptians pyramids of
whichever anonymous pharaoh conceived
their creation. Based upon accumulated evi-
dence spanning several millennia, there is a
better chance of achieving immortality
through new ideas than by erecting physical
monuments.

Turning to the
Winnipeg com-
munity, the leg-
endary philan-
thropy of the
Asper family has
left many monu-
ments that will,
in perpetuity,
attest to their
generosity. The
C a n a d i a n
Museum for Human Rights, crowning Izzy’s
life-long idea of fostering universal human
rights will be an enduring monument to his
vision and to Gail’s dedication in realizing
his vision. There are many celebrated acade-
mics in Winnipeg who have done significant
scholarly work that may stand the test of
time. 

However, If I were to speculate about
which Winnipegger is most likely to attain
immortality, I would name Monty Hall, and
not because of his legendary philanthropic
work. Born to Orthodox Jewish parents Rose
(née Rusen) and Maurice Harvey Halparin in

1921, he grew up in
the north end, grad-
uating from St.
John’s High School
and the University of

Manitoba with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Chemistry
and Zoology. He abandoned
his dream of medicine, possi-
bly because of the quota on
the admission of Jewish
applicants that prevailed at
that time, and headed for Los
Angeles. His successful game
show, “Let’s Make A Deal,”
ran for almost thirty years.

So how did Monty Hall
achieve immortality? Before
disclosing this, we have to
describe the rules of his
show. Contestants had to
choose one of three curtains.
Behind only one of the cur-
tains was a valuable prize,
say a new car. Behind the
other two was a “booby”
prize, say a goat or a donkey.
Contestants were invited to
select one of the curtains,
and their prize would be

whatever was hidden behind the chosen cur-
tain. After a contestant had selected a curtain,
Monty Hall would open one of the remaining
curtains, revealing a “booby prize.” He did
this knowing that the curtain he opened was
not the winning curtain. Monty would then
allow a contestant to change his or her mind
and to switch to another unopened curtain.
Some switched while others declined his
offer. Once a contestant had made a final

choice, the chosen curtain
was opened to reveal the
prize. 

Mathematicians, statisti-
cians and philosophers took
up the question of whether it
made sense for contestants to
switch and initially, opinion
was divided. Some argued
that, after Monty had dis-
closed that the car was not
behind one of the curtains

that the contestant had not chosen, there was
an equal chance (fifty per cent) that it was
behind both remaining curtains, so there was
nothing to be gained by switching. Others
claimed that by switching, contestants could
double their chance to win the car.

The contestants’ dilemma became known
as “The Monty Hall Problem,” being cited in
many learned journals and enshrining Monty
Hall in the pantheon of immortal thinkers,
along with Einstein and Freud, even though
Monty Hall only created the problem – he
did not actually solve it. The Monty Hall
Problem has long been solved. For the intel-
lectually curious reader, if you were an anx-
ious contestant coveting a new automobile,
you would be well advised to switch, thereby
doubling your chance of winning the car
from 33.33 per cent to 66.67 per cent.  
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Happy Yom Ha’Atzmaut!
from the Staff & Management

at Advance

Happy Yom Ha'Atzmaut
to all our Friends & Customers

CANADA'S LEADING JANITORIAL
SERVICE PROVIDER

Ph: (204) 668-4420  Fax: (204) 663-0402
Email: beeclean@mts.net

www.bee-clean.com
375 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2L 0W8

Happy Yom Ha'atzmaut to all our friends & customers

Phone: 943-4652 or 943-2113
Fax: 957-5903

ART UPHOLSTERING
& DRAPERIES

The Drapery House of Winnipeg
2nd Floor

110 McDermot Ave.

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI

The Quest for Immortality
How Monty Hall inadvertently posed one of the great math riddles of the 20th century

…many dream of achieving, in
some small way, a degree of

immortality – whether through
procreation, the values we
impart, or the physical or

intellectual “monuments” we
leave behind long after

departing our earthly lives.

Happy Passover from the staff at

Pointe West Auto Park
3965 Portage Ave.
Ph. 452-7799 Birchwood BMWMINI Winnipeg

Happy Yom Ha’atzmaut from the staff at

MONTY HALL
Host of long running game show “Let’s Make A Deal”.



Ami Hassan, (leg-
endary) owner of the
Falafel Place, was
spoofed in early
March by one of his
own restaurant
staffers, Mike Green
(who, himself is the
son of the legendary
Marty Green).

Green (22), who
also happens to be a
comedian, won a
contest at Rumour’s
Comedy Club by
mimicking Ami (and
which can now be
viewed online on
Shaw TV or U-Tube).

Hassan was given a heads-up by Green that
he would be imitating his day-job boss at
Rumour’s, and was even invited to be in the
audience on the night of the comedy contest.
Hassan decided not to go because he didn’t
want his presence to distract the audience
from Green’s show. 

“I think he won because most of the audi-
ence that night was Jewish or regular Falafel
Place customers, so they thought what he did
was hilarious,” said Hassan, who was born in
Bat Yam, Israel. 

Green said his performance included Ami
impressions. “I did his Israeli accent and
mimicked how he shoos people out of the
restaurant when new people come in for a
meal. The audience seemed to especially
appreciate the part I did about how he kicks
people out, and when I said ‘He’s not
crazy...he’s just Israeli.’ 

Having been to Israel himself, Green said,
“There are falafel places on every corner and
very stiff competition...so, in that sense, the
way Ami is normal where he’s coming from.”

About a week after the contest, Hassan was
sitting in his Corydon Ave restaurant with
some friends when a new face appeared on
the scene. “My friends start telling me he’s the
guy [Larry Thomas] who plays the Soup Nazi
character on Seinfeld,” said Hassan. 

“I didn’t think so, but went up to his table
and asked if he is, and he said ‘yes.’ So, I
introduced myself as the “Falafel Nazi” and
asked if he wanted to cook with me.” 

Thomas agreed. “So, we cooked in the
restaurant together, and he starts telling me
that he’s Jewish and grew up in Brooklyn,
New York in a traditional family who owned
a restaurant,” said Hassan. 

“He mentioned, too, that it was actually a
friend of his who got the audition for the part
of Soup Nazi, but on the day of the audition
he was sick so he asked him to fill in for
him...As it turned out, the Seinfeld people
loved him.” 

After 25 years of working in the restaurant
world, Hassan said he is comfortable with
the way he approaches things, but admits
“No one can get away with the kinds of
things I do at work. 

“When customers finish eating, I ask them
to leave when it’s really busy to make room
for new customers. That isn’t done anywhere
else. If people walk in and see it’s full and

leave, I follow them outside and tell them to
come back - promising that they’ll have a
table in two minutes.”

Regular customers are used to Hassan’s
antics, but he said “When someone new
comes in, it’s a shock. If customers complain,
I tell them not to come back - to go to anoth-
er restaurant.”

The common motto in the restaurant busi-
ness is the customer is always right, but that
doesn’t fly with Hassan. “Here, it’s the oppo-

site - the customer is always wrong, and my
staff are always right. If the customers com-
plain for no good reason, I tell them not to
come back. They have to have a really legiti-
mate complaint for me to take it seriously.” 

Hassan and his father-in-law, Moshe Reuter
(also legendary), opened the Falafel Place in
the early 1980’s on Academy Road. They
started out with a counter and 13 stools.
Today, the Corydon Ave restaurant seats 70
people. 

“I love my job because I really like people,
and most people like me,” said Hassan. “It’s
a unique place, as we do nothing main-
stream. We’re a sit-down restaurant, but don’t
have people really hosting you at your table.
Customers have to find a place and sit. It’s
very strange, but it works. Everyone feels very
at-home, and just shout out if they need any-
thing.

“Those who come here really love it or hate
it. Those who love it come almost every day,
and those that don’t stay away. Three genera-
tions of families come here. Smaller places
have more to offer customers. Big restaurants
just care about how much money they’re
making.” 

Hassan would be the first to admit that he is
not your average guy. “There’s nothing ‘regu-
lar’ about me,” he said. “And, I’ve always
been like this. I can’t fit into a typical box. I’m
pretty much always in a good mood and
happy, which is kind of rare.” 

Winnipeg native Talia Reuter met Hassan at
the Sheraton in Tel-Aviv, where they both
worked. When she decided to move back to
Winnipeg, Hassan decided to give it a try
too. “We left Israel for Winnipeg in 1985,
and got married in 1986,” said Hassan. Today,
they have three grown children (two girls and
one boy, ages 15, 20, and 22).

Just over a month ago, Hassan realized that
he has now been living in Winnipeg longer
than he did in Israel. And he doesn’t expect
that to change anytime soon. “I’m very happy
here, we’re close with Talia’s family...and I
don’t think my kids would want to move,”
said Hassan. “We support Israel in many
ways, but enjoy living here.” 

At Falafel Place, Hassan said, “I plan on
continuing to work as long as I can - hope-
fully for many years - and that’s it. I love
working. I’m not a workaholic, but I love
what I do.” 

For more info, visit FalafelPlace.ca or join
the Falafel Place Facebook group.      
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D. Chochinov, B. Sc,, FCGA

S. Chochinov, B. Comm. (Hons.), CGA

T. Curry, B. Sc., CGA

Accounting & Auditing

Business Valuations

Personal & Corporate

Tax Planning

Financial Planning

1250 - 363 Broadway Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3C 3N9

Tel. (204) 956-1685

Fax (204) 957-7694Proud to be accountants for

Happy Yom Ha'atzmaut to all our  Friends & Clients

By

REBECA KUROPATWA

For Ami Hassan “The customer is always wrong!”

Famed master of charm AMI HASSAN with another legendary
charmer - LARRY THOMAS, who gained fame as the “Soup Nazi” on
one of the most famous “Seinfeld” episodes.

Here…the customer is always wrong,
and my staff are always right. If the

customers complain for no good
reason, I tell them not to come back.
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Holocaust Awareness Week April 11-16, 2010
We Remember our Past. We Trust in the Future.

Yom Hashoah/Holocaust Memorial Day falls on the 27th of
Nisan, mid way between the anniversary of the beginning of the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and Yom Ha’atzmaut. This year, the 27th of
Nisan falls on Sunday, April 11th. There will be memorial services
on that day. However, whenever the 27th falls on a Sunday, in Israel,
Yom Hashoah is officially moved to the Monday. We will therefore
follow Israel’s example and the Public Commemoration Service,
including the Proclamation of Yom Hashoah/Holocaust Memorial
Day by the Premier, will occur on Monday, April 12th. 

The Holocaust Awareness Committee of the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, chaired by Joe Riesen, organizes a week of programs
surrounding Yom Hashoah. We memorialize the Holocaust for the
sake of those that were murdered, those that survived and for our
own sake, in order to pave the way for a better future. As George
Santayana wrote: “Those who cannot remember history are
doomed to repeat it.” 

The Annual Holocaust Memorial Service and street-naming cer-
emony will begin Holocaust Awareness Week at Congregation Etz
Chayim, 123 Matheson Ave. E., on Sunday, April 11th at 11:00 am. 

Monday, April 12th, 12:00 noon, PUBLIC COMMEMORATION
SERVICE

Holocaust Monument, Grounds of Legislature
Premier Greg Selinger will read the Proclamation of Yom

Hashoah of the Province of Manitoba during the Annual Public
Commemorative Service at the Holocaust Monument on the
grounds of the legislature at noon on April 16th. His Worship Sam
Katz will also participate. Children from various schools as well as
clergy and leaders of the Jewish community will take also part in
this very important and moving ceremony.

Thursday, April 15th, 7:00 pm “Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust
Survivors”

Berney Theatre, Asper Jewish Community Campus, 123
Doncaster Street

The newly published Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors
(edited by Belle Millo and designed by Gustavo Rymberg) docu-
ments the lives of over 70 local Holocaust survivors and their fam-
ilies. The book launch will take place with a musical tribute by Eli
Herscovitch and his “Yiddish Memories” group.

Other programs during the week include: Sunday, April 11th at
7:00 pm: Shaarey Zedek’s “Megillat Hashoah” service; Monday
April 12th: B’nai Brith’s “Unto Every Person There is a Name” pro-
gram at 9:30 am in room 254 of the Legislature at 9:30 am;
UJPO/Sholem Aleichem Community’s “Survivors’ Flame Burning
Forever?” program featuring a talk by survivor Walter Saltzberg
about his own survival at 7:30 pm , Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue,
700 Jefferson Ave.; the Rady Jewish Community Centre’s special
Melton Mini School Course “Contrasting Jewish Experiences of the
Holocaust” at 6:45 pm in the Kaufman/Silverberg Resource Centre
of the Asper Jewish Community Campus; Tuesday April 13th: Rady
JCC’s Stay Young Program featuring a talk by former March of the
Living participant Stevi Golden-Plotnik at 11:45 am in the Adult
Lounge; Thursday, April 15th: Jewish child and family Service’s drop-
in program for Holocaust survivors at 12:30 pm at the Gwen Secter
Creative Learning Centre, 1588 Main Street.

For further information:
Shelley Faintuch, Community Relations Director, 477-7423 or

sfaintuch@jewishwinnipeg.org 



The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust and the Rady
Jewish Community Centre are thrilled to present the Third
Annual Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish Entertainment & Culture
in May 2010. The first two Mameloshen Festivals in 2008 and
2009 played to large crowds and gave audiences the opportuni-
ty to enjoy outstanding Yiddish and Jewish cultural perfor-
mances.

Produced by Laurie Mainster and Tamar
Barr, The Mameloshen Festival will run
weekly from May 11 to May 25 paying
homage to the beauty and history of
Yiddish with new and exciting perfor-
mances. Audiences will have the oppor-
tunity to celebrate the richness Jewish
culture while enjoying high-calibre
events featuring both local and out-of-
town performers.

The Festival opens on May 11 with A
Tribute to the Barry Sisters. Produced by
Kinzey Posen, this special show features
Winnipeg’s own Shayla Fink and Debbie
Maslowsky who will pay homage to the
Barry Sisters by performing songs that
made this duo internationally acclaimed.

A Festival favourite last year, A Bisele
Haimshe Yiddish returns to the playbill.
This special evening will showcase some
of the best local contributions to Yiddish
entertainment in Winnipeg featuring
Aliza and the KGB (Klezmer Gypsy Band)
with musicians Aliza Amihude, Tim
Butler, Ariel Posen, Eli Herscovith and
Daniel Koulack and Gray Academy stu-
dents under the direction of Miriam
Bronstein. Following the overwhelming
success of their Mameloshen Festival per-
formance last year, Richard Yaffe and Jane
Enkin return with an encore engagement
featuring a new program of Yiddish stan-
dards. 

The Festival closes on Tuesday, May 25
with internationally acclaimed performer
Mitch Smolkin. Hailing from Toronto
Mitch Smolkin has toured the world per-
forming as an actor and singer and will
present Yiddish Broadway: The Golden
Age of Yiddish American Music. 

We invite everyone to join us for this
exciting and special series dedicated to
Yiddish and Jewish culture which is sure
to have a lasting legacy in our communi-
ty. All performances will take place at the
Muriel Richardson Auditorium, Winnipeg
Art Gallery. 

Free transportation for seniors is avail-
able provided with the generous support
of the Daniel Tallman Fund at the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba. To arrange for
transportation, please make arrangements
when purchasing your tickets. Tickets are

available by calling the Rady JCC or on-line at
www.radyjcc.com.

Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture is
supported by the following funds at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba: Asper Endowment Fund, Mark & Dorothy Danzker
Perpetual Trust Fund and In Memory Of Samuel Grosberg Fund.

Third Annual Mameloshen Festival Celebrates the 
Richness of Jewish and Yiddish Culture
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I.L. PERETZ FOLK SCHOOL ENDOWMENT TRUST

Tuesday, May11 7:30 p.m. 

A Tribute to the 
Barry Sisters

Featuring our own Shayla Fink 
and Debbie Maslowsky

Performing songs that made this 
duo internationally acclaimed.

Accompanying Shayla and Debbie are Jeff Gordon,
Drums; Bryan Harder, Piano; Kinsey Posen, Bass

Tuesday, May25 7:30 p.m. 
From Toronto

Mitch Smolkin
Yiddish Broadway: The Golden Age 

of Yiddish American Music

Monday, May17 7:30 p.m. 

A Bisele Haimeshe Yiddish
A Little Homespun Yiddish
Featuring Local Performers 

Aliza & the KGB (Klezmer Gypsy Band)
Seasoned musicians whose repertoire includes original klezmer, 
gypsy tunes, jazz standards and world music

Aliza Amihude, Vocals; Daniel Koulack, Upright Bass, Violin, Banjo; Tim Butler, Guitar; 
Ariel Posen, Guitar; Eli Herscovitch, Soprano, Alto & Tenor Saxophones, Clarinet and Flute

Gray Academy Students
Return to Mameloshen Festival Stage to perform classic Yiddish songs

Richard Yaffe & Jane Enkin and Friends
Richard Yaffe and Jane Enkin return with an encore engagement featuring a new program 
of Yiddish standards.

Accompanying Richard and Jane are Michelle Gregoire, Piano; 
Karl Kohut, Bass; Rob Siwik, Drums

Present 

$20

$15

$25

$50 All Three
Events for One
Special Price.

SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE TICKETS & FESTIVAL PACKAGE
Rady Jewish Community Centre  477-7510
www.radyjcc.com – Click on Ticket Central

All performances at the Muriel Richardson Auditorium – Winnipeg Art Gallery, 330 Memorial Blvd.
Transportation is available for seniors. Upon booking your tickets please arrange for Transportation by calling 477-7510.

Supported by The Daniel Tallman Family Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

Debbie
Maslowsky

Shayla 
Fink

Richard
Yaffe

Jane
Enkin

Aliza & the KGB 
(Klezmer Gypsy Band)

Mitch
Smolkin

Supported by the following funds at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba:
Asper Endowment Fund
Mark & Dorothy Danzker Perpetual Trust Fund
In Memory Of Samuel Grosberg Fund



The weather of early spring makes planning
meals a bit challenging. One day you are
making a hot meal to counteract the effects of
the cold monsoon rains, the next you are
scrambling to find a light meal to ward off the
unusual equatorial heat wave. The combina-
tion of flipping the weather channels on tv to
pouring through different cookbooks trying to
make the meal fit the temperature du jour.

Nowadays there is a style of hot and cold full meal salads.Those days
of iceberg lettuce, cucumber and a dollop of thousand island are
gone. Today we can have a salad main course and fruit for dessert all
in one recipe.

A hot and cold salad usually can be thrown together in under a half
an hour. Sometimes you can prep the cooked vegetable ahead of time
so all you have to do when you get home is prepare the hot ingredi-
ent.

The following are dishes with crunch, hot, cold and deliciousness.
* * *

GRILLED GARLIC STEAK SALAD ( MEAT)
3/4 cup Italian salad dressing or less
2 tsp. minced garlic
1/4 tsp crushed pepper flakes
1/2 tsp salt
1/8 tsp pepper
1lb. boneless kosher steak
1 red pepper sliced
1 cup sliced mushrooms
6 cups mixed salad greens

In a small bowl mix together garlic and red pepper flakes. Mix to
combine. Prepare and heat grill pan. Sprinkle steak with salt and pep-
per and place on grill pan.

Cook 12 to 15 minutes, turning once, to desired doneness. While
steak is cooking slice pepper and mushrooms to bowl with garlic. Add
2 tbsp of Italian dressing and toss to coat. Heat a skillet until warm and
add the vegetables. Cook 3 to 5 minutes until crisp tender

Remove meat from pan and let stand 10 minutes., then cut 1/4 inch
slices from the grain. Place in a bowl and add 1/4 cup dressing, toss
to coat. In a salad bowl combine the salad greens, grilled vegetables
and beef and continue to toss. Serve immediately with the remaining
dressing.

Serves 6 nice appetizer portions.
* * * 

WARM ORANGE SALAD AND EXOTIC MUSHROOM SALAD
(MEAT)

8 ounces kosher breakfast beef, cut into pieces
3/4 cup orange juice
1/4 cup shallots minced

1/4 cup olive oil
1/4 cup balsamic vinegar or rice vinegar
4 large oranges peeled and segmented
10 ounce spinach rinced and chopped
1 medium head radicchio
6 ounces fresh shitake mushrooms, stemmed and sliced
6 ounces fresh oyster mushrooms, stemmed and sliced
1/2 cup toasted almonds chopped 
1  3- ounce package enoki mushrooms

Place breakfast beef in a large deep skillet. Cook over medium heat
until browned. Remove, crumble and set aside. Reserve the pan drip-
pings

In a bowl combine 1/4 of the pan dripping, orange juice, shallots,
and olive oil and vinegar.

In a large bowl combine the radicchio and the spinach. Heat 2 tbsp
of the dripping in a pan and add the shitake mushrooms cook for 1
minute add the oyster mushrooms cook for 2 minutes. Season with
salt and pepper; add to the greens and toss.

Pour dressing into the same skillet and boil for 2 minutes. Pour over
the greens. Add the beef, orange pieces and chopped almonds. Toss
and garnish with the enoki mushrooms.

Serves 6
* * *

WARM POTATO, ASPARAGUS AND SALAMON SALAD 
(FISH)

3-4 cubed red new potatoes
4 cups diagonally sliced fresh asparagus pieces
1/4 tsp salt
1/4 tsp pepper
2-3 lbs salmon fillet
2 tsp oil
8 cups gourmet salad greens
4 tbsp sliced green onion
8 cherry tomatoes
1/3 cup Italian or Cesar dressing

Place potatoes in a large saucepan, cover with water and bring to a
boil. Reduce heat and simmer12 minutes.. Add asparagus to the pota-
toes and cook 3 minutes. Drain all set aside, keep warm. Sprinkle salt
and pepper over the salmon. Heat oil in a non stick pan. Add salmon
cook 4 minutes on each side or when fish flakes easily when tested
with a fork.

Flake salmon into chunks set-aside discard skin. In a bowl combine
potatoes mixture, salad greens, green onion and tomatoes. Drizzle
dressing over the salad and serve immediately. Serves 6 - 8

* * *
LOWER CALORIE TEX MEX SALAD

1 lb. kosher ground chicken, beef, turkey or meat substitute
1 medium onion chopped

1 green pepper, large,
chopped
1 cup frozen or canned
corn drained
1 cup salsa
4 - 8 inch tortillas
4 cups lettuce shredded
1 cup cherry tomatoes
halved
1 carrot shredded

Preheat oven 350. Warm
foil wrapped tortillas in
oven for 10 minutes. Spray
4 - 10 to 12 ounce casse-
role dishes with nonstick
spray, press 1 tortilla into
each dish to create a bowl.
Bake for 15 minutes.
Remove from oven when
tortilla is golden.

In a pan combine the
meat, onion and green pep-
per and brown until
cooked. Drain. Add corn
and salsa and bring mixture
to a boil. Simmer 15 min-
utes Divide lettuce among
the 4 tortilla bowls. Spoon
mixture into the tortilla. Top
with tomatoes and carrot.
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FRANCINE TELLER

Early Spring Salads



Netanyahu: Stop ‘unacceptable’ media
reports on Obama

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
called recent unflattering Israeli media reports about the Obama
administration “unacceptable.” 

Netanyahu also said that he and his advisers are working to “reduce
the gaps” with the United States on ways to advance the peace
process. 

“I have recently heard anonymous, unworthy remarks in the media
regarding the American administration and the American president. I
would like to make it clear: I find these remarks to be unacceptable,”
Netanyahu said Sunday at the start of the regular Cabinet meeting.
“They are from nobody acting on my behalf. Relations between Israel
and the U.S. are those between allies and friends and reflect long-
standing tradition. Even when there are differences of opinion, they
are differences of opinion among friends and will remain so.” 

On his talks last week in Washington with President Obama, Vice
President Joe Biden and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Netanyahu
said they discussed a range of issues, including Iran, and the desire
to resume and restart the peace process. The Israeli leader said there
were areas in which there was full agreement, as well as disagree-
ment. 

“We tried to take – and we took – various steps to reduce the gaps
in order to advance the process,” he said. “We are continuing these
efforts.” 

Netanyahu’s inner Cabinet, known as the Septet, met Saturday
night in Jerusalem to formulate a response to U.S. demands in an

effort to help restart proximity talks and advance the peace process.
The Septet will continue to meet in the coming days on the issue,
according to reports. 

Meanwhile, top Obama aide David Axelrod on Sunday morning
told CNN’s “State of the Union” program that Obama did not snub
Netanyahu when the two met in the White House last week. 

White House reporters and Israeli columnists have raised the issue
after the leaders’ talks were closed to the media and there was no
photo-op for media. 

“This was not about formalities. This was not about a ceremonial
meeting,” Axelrod said. “This was a working meeting. We have a
deep, abiding interest in Israel’s security, and we believe the peace
process is essential to that and we are doing everything we can to
move that process forward.” 

Heavy Israeli travel season begins
JERUSALEM (JTA) – One of Israel’s heaviest travel seasons began.

Some 47,000 passengers passed through Ben Gurion International
Airport Sunday on about 300 flights. Some 555,000 air travelers
arriving and departing on 3,500 flights are expected to pass through
the airport’s Terminal 3 throughout the week of Passover. In addition,
about 60,000 tourists, mostly Israeli Arabs, are expected to visit the
Sinai, entering at the Taba crossing. April 8 will be the busiest travel
day of Passover, with about 48,000 passengers arriving and departing
on more than 300 flights. The Passover holiday destinations for most
Israelis are the United States, France, Italy, Germany and Turkey.
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‘Land Day’ march highlights dilemmas facing Israel and its Arab citizens
By LESLIE SUSSER

JERUSALEM (JTA) – A mass demonstration
by Israeli Arabs highlighted the core contra-
diction at the heart of the Israeli-Arab experi-
ence: demands for greater equality within
Israeli society amid growing alienation from
the Israeli state.

An estimated 50,000 demonstrators
marched in two long columns March 30 to
the Galilee town of Sakhnin to commemorate
“Land Day,” an annual protest against
unequal distribution of land resources and in
memory of 19 Arabs killed in clashes with
Israeli security forces in 1976 and 2000.

In the first Land Day demonstration, in
March 1976, six Arabs protesting the expro-
priation of around 5,000 acres in the Galilee
were killed; 13 died in Land Day rioting fol-
lowing the outbreak of the second
Palestinian intifada in the fall of 2000.

This year’s protest was one of the biggest
and best organized to date. For the first time,
large numbers of Arab women took part,
there was no police presence along the route,
and no violence.

The message, however, was not uniform.
While speakers focused mainly on land alloca-
tion, thousands of demonstrators waved
Palestinian flags, emphasizing their own
Palestinian identity and suggesting identification
with Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza.

A few masked men went further. As the pro-
cession passed, they hoisted large pho-
tographs of Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah and slain Hezbollah operations
chief Imad Mugniyeh, an expression of sup-
port for the hostile Iranian-backed Shiite mili-
tia. The Hezbollah supporters, however,
proved to be very much in the minority. After
angry exchanges with the marchers, they
were confronted by Sakhnin municipal stew-
ards and, after a brief scuffle, forced to leave.

Although public support for Israel’s enemies
is rare, there can be little doubt that Israeli
Arab alienation from the Jewish state is grow-
ing. In late 2006, the Higher Arab Monitoring
Committee – the Arab community’s main rep-
resentative body – published its “Vision
Document,” calling for a large measure of
Arab political and cultural autonomy. Israeli

Jews saw in this a radical demand for separa-
tion from the state; Arab leaders countered
that it was more a plea for help, and a warn-
ing of what might happen unless the Jewish
majority makes a genuine effort to integrate
the 20 percent-strong Arab minority as fully
equal citizens.

The main Arab charge on Land Day was
that the government continues to destroy ille-
gally built Arab homes, mainly in the Wadi
Ara area of central Israel and the Negev
desert in the south, without giving the Arabs
a chance to expand their villages, towns and
cities legally. According to the Higher Arab
Monitoring Committee, by not drawing up
new master plans that allow for growth of
Arab urban and rural areas, the government is
effectively choking them.

The ensuing tensions have been exacerbat-
ed by a string of legislative initiatives by
Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman’s hawk-
ish Yisrael Beiteinu party, the latest of which
is a proposal to open the foreign service only
to people who have done military or national
service – effectively disqualifying most Arabs.
Lieberman’s argument is that Israeli Arabs
must be made to realize that sharing in the
benefits of Israeli life comes at a price: loyal-
ty to the state. Israeli Arabs, however, see this
as discrimination on ethnic grounds. And
pointing to Lieberman’s key position in gov-
ernment, Arab Knesset members charge that

racism has become a central tenet in Israeli
political life.

Other Arab leaders take a more conciliato-
ry line. Writing in Yediot Achronot,
Mohammed Zeidan, chairman of the Higher
Arab Monitoring Committee, insisted that the
Israeli Arab struggle was not anti-Israel and
had just two goals: equality within Israeli
society, especially with regard to land owner-
ship and use; and a just peace between Israel
and the Palestinian people, based on two
states along the 1967 lines.

“Our central message on Land Day is that
we are part of Israeli society and we are
struggling to remain part of it,” he wrote.

Some Israeli right-wing politicians focused
on the hoisting of the Hezbollah photographs
and the potential threat a radicalized Israeli
Arab community could pose to the Jewish
majority. Likud Knesset member Ophir
Akunis called for tough measures against the
masked Hezbollah supporters, arguing that a
democracy under threat must defend itself.

Avishai Braverman, a member of the Labor
Party and the minister in charge of minority
affairs, agreed that the men who hoisted the
photographs should be punished, but insisted
that most Arabs want to be part of Israeli soci-
ety. Braverman argues that integrating Israeli
Arabs as equals in Israeli society is a major
strategic interest, for both security and eco-
nomic reasons.

A former World Bank economist and presi-
dent of Ben Gurion University, Braverman
has set up a $40 million fund for projects in
Arab communities, and intends to raise more,
partly from Diaspora Jews – just as he did in
transforming Ben Gurion University from a
backwater college into a major academic
institution. He argues that would be money
well spent in defusing what might otherwise
become a major existential threat.

“When I go round the country Arabs say to
me: ‘Braverman, we finished the university,
now we want jobs here, because we have
nowhere else to go.’ On the other side, there
are people creating fear and talking about a
fifth column,” he told JTA. “If we don’t want
the Israeli Arabs to turn against us, we must
embrace them.”

A Bedouin youth in the southern Israeli vil-
lage of El Araqib takes part in the 34th annu-
al “Land Day” protest, March 30, 2010. (Uri
Lenz/ FLASH90 / JTA)



Keep U.S.-Israel disputes private, 
House majority says

WASHINGTON (JTA) – More than half the members of the U.S.
House of Representatives have signed onto a letter urging President
Obama to keep his disputes with Israel out of the public eye. 

The letter, initiated recently by a bipartisan slate of leaders, includ-
ing U.S. Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md.), the House majority leader, and
Rep. Eric Cantor (R-Va.), the minority leader, says that “differences are
best resolved quietly, in trust and confidence, as befits longstanding
strategic allies.” 

Some 295 of the 431 sitting House members had signed the letter as
of March 25. The letter was part of the package for which thousands
of activists from the American Israel Public Affairs Committee had
been lobbying March 23 in their annual Capitol Hill lobbying blitz,
which followed AIPAC’s annual policy conference. 

Tensions have flared over the past two weeks between the adminis-
trations of President Obama and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu after Israel announced plans for 1,600 new housing units
in a Jewish neighborhood of eastern Jerusalem during a visit to Israel
by U.S. Vice President Joe Biden aimed at underscoring close U.S.-
Israel ties. 

Obama, Netanyahu reportedly still at odds
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Though Israel’s prime minister said progress

was made in resolving the current diplomatic crisis with the United
States during his visit, the Obama administration does not appear to
be satisfied. 

“We are trying to find the golden path between our will to advance
the peace process along with the United States and between main-
taining the standard policy of all Israeli governments,” Netanyahu said
before boarding a plane for his return trip to Israel early Thursday
morning. 

Netanyahu canceled several interviews and appearances
Wednesday in order to continue consulting with and directing his
advisers as the U.S. and Israeli diplomatic teams met, according to

reports. 
No joint statement was released following the meetings. 
Obama reportedly asked Netanyahu to put in writing assurances that

Israel would make gestures to the Palestinians in order to coax them
back to negotiations, and that Israel would be willing to discuss final-
status issues such as Jerusalem and borders during the upcoming
round of indirect talks. This has not yet been done, The New York
Times reported. Netanyahu reportedly first plans to consult with his
inner Cabinet of Seven ministers. 

On Tuesday, the White House said that areas of disagreement
remained with Israel on the second day of intense discussions aimed
at moving past recent tensions. 

“The president and prime minister met and had a full discussion
about issues related to the U.S.- Israel relationship, including region-
al security and peace efforts,” spokesman Tommy Vietor said, describ-
ing the meeting Tuesday night between President Obama and Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. “The president asked the prime minis-
ter to take steps to build confidence for proximity talks so that progress
can be made toward peace. There are areas of agreement, and some
areas of disagreement, but the conversation is ongoing.” 

The “proximity” talks refer to indirect talks between Israel and the
Palestinians. 

U.S. and Israeli teams continued to meet Wednesday in a bid to end
tensions with the Obama administration sparked two weeks ago when
Israel announced a major housing start in eastern Jerusalem during a
visit by Vice President Joe Biden aimed at underscoring the close U.S.-
Israel relationship and restarting peace talks. U.S. officials called the
announcement an “insult” and Palestinians backed out of the talks. 

Netanyahu met Wednesday afternoon with George Mitchell, the
Obama administration’s top envoy to the region, and spent much of
the rest of his day consulting with his advisers at the Israeli Embassy. 

Israeli spokesman said a new announcement Wednesday of 20
apartments in the Arab Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah
should not obstruct the talks. The announcement was procedural,
Netanyahu spokesman Nir Hefetz said, and the decision on the apart-
ments dates back to last year. He said Netanyahu would continue to
advocate for allowing Jews and Arabs to live in every part of
Jerusalem. In fact, tough restrictions on where Palestinian Arabs may
live are still in place in Jerusalem. 

On Wednesday afternoon, the White House released a statement
condemning the plan to build the 20 apartments on the Shephard
Hotel site. The Prime Minister’s Office also released a statement that
said there are no limitations on rights of ownership in Jerusalem. 

The Obama administration is pressing for a total settlement freeze.
Netanyahu has said building in all parts of Jerusalem will continue. 

Petraeus: Testimony controversy overblown
WA S H I N G TO N

(JTA) – U.S. Gen.
David Petraeus said
reports that he sug-
gested Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace was
critical to successful-
ly fulfilling U.S.
Central Command’s
mission were over-
blown. 

“There’s a 56-page
document that we
submitted that has a
statement in it that
describes various
factors that influence the strategic context in which we operate, and
among those we listed the Mideast peace process,” the Central
Command commander said, referring to his prepared testimony earli-
er this month for the U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee. “We
noted in there that there was a perception at times that America sides
with Israel and so forth. And I mean, that is a perception. It is there. I
don’t think that’s disputable. But I think people inferred from what that
said and then repeated it a couple of times and bloggers picked it up
and spun it. And I think that has been unhelpful, frankly.” 

Petraeus, who was speaking March 24 at a news conference in New
Hampshire reported by the American Spectator, noted that in outlin-
ing threats and challenges in his testimony he also listed extremist
groups that deny Israel’s right to exist and “a country that has a
nuclear program who denies that the Holocaust took place,” a refer-
ence to Iran. 

Petraeus contacted Lt. Gen. Gabi Ashkenazi, the Israeli military
chief, to tamp down the controversy. 

A welter of bloggers seized on Petraeus’ testimony to make the case
that Israeli recalcitrance frustrates U.S. interests. The Anti-Defamation
League, meanwhile, slammed Petraeus’ testimony as “dangerous and
counterproductive.” 
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UJPO hosts forum on “Secular Judaism”
By MARTIN ZEILIG

What is secularism and how is
it related to humanism? What is
the relationship between secular
Jews and religious Jews? What
types of communities does secu-
lar Judaism create, and can they
be sustained? How is secularism
connected to activism and social
justice?

Those were the probing ques-
tions dealt with, to varying
degrees of success, at a round-
table discussion, “Secular
Judaism – A Concept and a
Community”, sponsored by the
United Jewish People’s Order in
the Carol Shields Room,
Millennium Library on March
22.

The event was attended by
about 35 people. 

Panelists included: Barrie
Webster, representing the
Humanist Association of
Manitoba; Professor Benjamin
Baader, Co-Coordinator of the
Judaic Studies Program,
University of Manitoba; Sherman Kreiner, of
the Shalom Aleichem Community; Rabbi
Neal Rose; and, Roz Usiskin, President of the
UJPO. 

“I thought the presentations were compre-
hensive,” said U of M historian and meeting
chairperson, Dr. Lionel Steiman, in com-
ments to this reporter afterwards.

“They highlighted the fundamental issues
facing the Jewish community today.”

Secularism is a doctrine that rejects religion
and religious considerations, notes a dictio-
nary definition. 

More specifically, secularism is the concept
that government or other entities should exist
separately from religion and/or religious
beliefs, says Wikipedia – the free encyclope-
dia.

Thus, secular humanism espouses reason,
logic and justice and weighs and tests beliefs
using reasoning rather than faith, observed
Webster, adding that humanist values are
found in every religion. 

“It strives to avoid tribalism and (provides)
a strong base for multiculturalism,” he said. 

Humanism is a dynamic and religion-free
way of life that affirms our ability and respon-
sibility to lead ethical and meaningful lives,
aspiring to the greater good of humanity,
notes the website of Humanists Canada. 

“Humanists are guided by reason and sci-
entific inquiry, inspired by music and art, and
motivated by ethics, compassion and fair-
ness, says the online information. 

“Humanists uphold the broadest applica-
tion of democratic principles in all human
relationships. Humanism aims at the full
development of every human being.”

But, secularism can often degenerate into a
total lack of any restraint on the part of gov-
ernment institutions, said audience member
George Duravetz, a retired school teacher
and translator, in an e mail message sent to
this reporter afterwards.

“During the 20th century a number of sec-
ular states arose and their record shows them
to be racially intolerant, totalitarian, socially
unjust and bigoted to the extreme,” he said. 

Duravetz pointed to the Armenian
Genocide (1915-1917), in which some 1.5
million people lost their lives, orchestrated
by the secular Turkish Government. 

Later, there was the Ukrainian famine

(1932-’33) that resulted in millions of deaths
(due to the economic and trade policies
established by Joseph Stalin), as well as the
death of millions of innocent Soviet citizens,
who perished in the Siberian Gulags “simply
because they were considered class ene-
mies,” he offered

“Germany was also a secular state. But dur-
ing World War Two, the Nazis brutally exe-
cuted six million Jews (and millions of others)
by implementing a policy of ethnic cleansing
based on genocidal racial bigotry,” Duravetz
wrote. 

“The Holocaust is their legacy.” 
Meanwhile, Professor Baader observed that

in the first few centuries of the Common Era,
in a process that “we still don’t fully under-
stand,” the rabbis (authors or at least protago-
nists of the Mishna, Talmud, and other rab-
binic literature) created the fabric of what we
call until today Judaism and Jewish culture
and society.

This formation – Judaism – was
a culture that had social, ethnic,
and religious aspects, and it pro-
vided the structure for this group
– the Jews – to preserve their
identity for some 1500 years as a
distinct entity in a far-flung
Diaspora, he explained.

Jews did not dissolve, added
Baader. 

“The rabbis had devised a how-
to-do framework in which Jews
kept reinventing themselves, and
every single respect of their lives
within parameters that we can
call Jewish,” he said. 

Baader questioned whether this
modern formation, “secular
Judaism” has a chance of surviving.

“Can we imagine that, in 100 or
500 years from now, the descen-
dants of the current UJPO and
Sholem Aleichem Community
members and a bunch of new
immigrants to Winnipeg will
have formed a cohesive cultural-
ethnic entity?” he asked.

Some comments from the other
participants:

Rabbi Rose: “In my house, Judaism has a
value – a humanistic oriented tradition.”

Roz Usiskin: “The secular option grew out
of historical changes in Jewish life as well as
revolutionary social changes slowly trans-
forming the entire European continent. Many
committed socialists became imbued with
the idea of combining their socialist philoso-
phy with nationalism, hence the rise of the
socialist Zionist movement.”

Sherman Kriener, who emphasized that he
came to secular Judaism through the window
of conservative Judaism, added that Secular
Judaism has three core concepts: “A Jewish
identity formed by a Jewish person’s historical
and ongoing engagement with Jewish cul-
ture; a commitment to humanism as the
defining value; a commitment to act on one’s
humanistic values, embedded in the prophet-
ic tradition, to seek social justice.”

From left: BARRY WEBSTER, Humanist Association of Manitoba;
PROF. BENJAMIN BAADER - Judaic Studies, U. of Manitoba; RABBI
NEAL ROSE; ROZ USISKIN, UJPO; DR. LIONEL STEIMAN, modera-
tor; SHERMAN KREINER, Shalom Aleichem Community. 

Former Australian PM: Expel Israeli diplomats
SYDNEY, Australia (JTA) – A former Australian prime minister is urging the Labor govern-

ment to expel Israeli diplomats over forged Australian passports used in the assassination of
a Hamas leader in Dubai.

“I believe that is totally and absolutely unforgivable, and Australia’s disapproval should be
registered by an action not less than that which the British took,” Malcolm Fraser, whose cen-
ter-right Liberal government held power from 1975 until 1983, told the Australian
Broadcasting Corp Monday. “I think there’s been a long history, if you like, of double stan-
dards. People will not do, in relation to Israel, what they would do if the same action was
conducted by some other country.” 

Israel has neither confirmed nor denied the Mossad agency’s involvement in the assassina-
tion of Mahmoud al-Mabhouh on Jan. 19. 

Fraser’s comments are in stark contrast to those of the current Liberal Party leader, Tony
Abbott, who cautioned Prime Minister Kevin Rudd not to follow Britain’s precedent in dis-
missing an Israeli representative. “We can never forget that Israel is a country under existen-
tial threat in a way Australians find difficult to understand,” Abbott told the Weekend
Australian newspaper on Saturday. “It’s also the only pluralist democracy in the Middle East. 

“We have to understand that Israel sometimes has to do something which mercifully other
countries are spared the necessity of doing. It strikes me that it would be an overreaction to
expel an Israeli diplomat.”

Rudd said Australia would await the conclusions of a report by Australian Federal Police,
who were dispatched to Israel to investigate how four Australian passports belonging to dual
Australian-Israeli nationals were used in the slaying of al-Mabhouh.

Fraser was largely supportive of Israel while he was in power, but has become increasing-
ly critical in the past few years and has advocated negotiating with Hamas, much to the con-
sternation of Jewish community leaders.

“In recent times I believe Israel has taken the peace process in the Middle East so far back-
wards that countries ought to show their disapproval and ought to show their approval for the
American administration which is trying to get the peace process moved forward,” he said.
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Harvey Rosen

For sports devotees
everywhere this is the
best of times. It’s the
overlap season, when
minor league basket-
ball and hockey play-
offs have already
begun, and the NHL
teams’ race for the
Stanley Cup is just

around the corner. Pro basketball is also
winding down its regular schedule, and
major league baseball clubs in early April
commence playing their 162-games plus
playoffs, leading to the 2010 World Series.

Some players, whose
seasons have ended, are
already planning ahead
for next year. For exam-
ple, Sheldon Appelle,
Sports Information
Coordinator at the
University of Winnipeg,
recently informed that
Yael Kaplan, who will
graduate from the Gray
Academy this June, has
already committed to
the University of
Winnipeg Wesmen’s
basketball program this
September.

Yael is a high scoring
5’ 7” guard, who aver-
aged 33.5 points per
game for the Raiders
this past season. A versatile player, she aver-
aged 11.2 assists, 9.2 rebounds, and five
steals. She is also a 92% foul shooter and, this
past season, was named MVP at the
Rosenberg, Virden and Neepawa
Tournaments. Yael was also chosen to the
First All-Star Team at the Community Hebrew
Academy of Toronto’s Tournament in Toronto.

Presently holding an academic average of
94%, she has enrolled in the Faculty of
Science at U of W for next year. Team Head
Coach Tanya McKay, recognizing talent when
she sees it, said of her latest acquisition: “Yael
brings a competitive drive that is hard to
teach. She can play the point and has the
ability to score.”

Another local standout, who was featured
in last week’s column, Jessica Rosenbaum,
17, in Grade 12 at Garden City Collegiate,
and who also starred at guard for her school,
but is being sought after for her hockey-play-

ing exploits, is also on the move. She wanted
to update me that, since I wrote about her
recent accomplishments, her Midget AA
team, the Titans, defeated Assiniboine Park
Rangers in a five-game series to capture the
league title.

While a few weeks ago Jessica seemed rea-
sonably certain that she was going to accept a
scholarship to play hockey in Charlottetown
at the University of Prince Edward Island, it
now turns out that the University of British
Columbia is flying her out next week to check
out the institution’s hockey program.

Rosenbaum also added that she played in
the Kilcona Peguis Athletic Conference bas-
ketball all star game, and has earned a berth
on the AAAA provincial graduating all star
team, to play on April 17th.

A number of other newsworthy happenings
involving members of the faith have taken
place of late in the aforementioned busy
world of sports.

Left fielder Sam Fuld, hoping to be the
fourth outfielder this season with the Chicago
Cubs, was optioned to the team’s Iowa AAA
farm club just five days prior to the opening
of the major league season. Not only does the
28-year-old Stanford grad have to battle to
reach the majors, but what makes his situa-
tion all the more challenging is that he is a
type-one diabetic who checks his blood sugar
about six times a day – often while sitting in
the dugout between innings. The strong sup-
porter of the Juvenile Diabetes Research
foundation, who is often a guest speaker who
likes to talk to diabetic kids, is the son of
Kenneth Fuld, a professor of psychology at
the University of New Hampshire, and
Amanda Merrill, who is a New Hampshire
State Senator.

It is considered a distinction for major
league pitchers to be chosen the starter in the
season opener, and for the Texas Rangers this
spring, the honour has been bestowed upon
RHP Scott Feldman when the Blue Jays come
to town. Last year he was 17-8 and won a
league-leading 12 games on the road.

My favorite announcer, Dan Shulman, who
lives north of Toronto, was dubbed the best
national play-by-play announcer in the 2000s
and deemed most exceptional in NBA and
major league baseball broadcasts by Sports
Illustrated.com. Unfortunately, we don’t see
or hear much of him since he works in the US
for ESPN TV and radio.

Interesting, isn’t it, that when the NHL

begins reviewing a significant issue about
punishing hits to the head that two of the five-
member panel of the National Hockey
League’s Players’ Association consists of
Jewish hockey players. Both Yiddisher kops,
interestingly, were acquired in late season by
new teams. Defenceman Mathieu Schneider
was snapped up by Phoenix from Vancouver,
and forward Jeff Halpern went to Los Angeles
from Tampa Bay. Guess it’s just me, but I take
pride in their being on the panel and helping
to resolve such a long and overdue issue of
such paramount importance. 

Related to the above, a note was sent
recently to me from one-time Winnipegger
Hartley Odwak just following the waiver draft
in early March:

“Harvey, What an interesting day for Jewish
NHLers! The two best Jewish players both got
traded: Mathieu Schneider and Jeff Halpern!
Left to wander over to other teams. I think
both are from the tribe – no? Wait, Mike
Cammalleri is probably our finest player.

Poor Schneider - his suitcase probably
never gets put away. I enjoyed him when he
played here in Vancouver earlier this season.”

The American Hockey League announced
two weeks ago the individual team winners
of the American Specialty/AHL Man of the
Year awards selected by their respective clubs
for their outstanding contributions to the
local community and charitable organiza-
tions during the 2009-10 season.

Well, two of the finalists are of the Jewish
persuasion. Goaltender Josh Tordjman, who
is Montreal born and suits up with the San
Antonio Rampage, and the Chicago Wolves’
left-winger Brett Sterling, one of the top
snipers in the league, with 34 goals and 22
assists in only 55 games.

The Manitoba Soccer Association chose
Gerald Olin as their Outstanding Volunteer,
and he was honoured recently at their annu-
al banquet at the Centro Caboto Centre on
Wilkes Ave.

I was at a north-end drive-in restaurant on
Jefferson and McPhillips recently and spied a
number of sports team pictures. On the wall I
noticed the 1952 IPAC Canadian Junior
Soccer Champions and the goalie was none
other than affable Syd Bercovich.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Local female athletes Yael Kaplan and Jessica Rosenbaum continue to impress

YAEL KAPLAN,
who recently
committed to
join the U of
Wpg. Wesmen
basketball pro-
gram in the fall
of 2010.

British lawmakers: Israel ‘buying’ political influence
LONDON (JTA) – Two British lawmakers accused supporters of

Israel of “buying” influence in the Conservative Party.
Both used anti-Semitic stereotypes in their statements, reportedly

made last week, which drew criticism from the body that monitors
anti-Semitism in Britain.

Addressing a meeting at the House of Commons of the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign and Friends of Al Aksa, Labor Party lawmaker
Martin Linton, who chairs the parliamentary group Labor Friends of
Palestine, said that “There are long tentacles of Israel in this country
who are funding election campaigns and putting money into the
British political system for their own ends,” the Jewish Chronicle
reported on March 25.

However, Linton told the Daily Telegraph on Tuesday that he did
not recognize the “tentacles” comment, but admitted he had said that
Israelis with dual nationalities were funding British parties.

Another Labor lawmaker, Sir Gerald Kaufman, who is Jewish,
claimed that “right-wing Jewish millionaires own” part of the
Conservative Party.

Mark Gardner, spokesman for the Community Security Trust, the
organization that monitors anti-Semitism in Britain, said that

“Anybody who understands anti-Semitism will recognize just how
ugly and objectionable these quotes are, with their imagery of Jewish
control and money power. Ask the average voter who had made
these comments, and they would most likely answer that it was the
BNP [the far-right British National Party], not a pair of Labor law-
makers.”

Czech candidate quits race over comments
PRAGUE (JTA) – Former Czech Prime Minister Mirek Topolanek has

quit as a candidate for the top job after his comments on gays and
Jews were reported in a Czech newspaper. 

Topolanek, who heads the right-wing Civic Democrats Party, apol-
ogized last week before the interview was published. He quit as his
party’s candidate on March 25 after some within his own party called
for his ouster. He is still deciding whether to remain party chairman,
Reuters reported. 

Topolanek, asked on March 20 by a reporter for the Czech gay-
interest magazine LUI to describe gays, said of Transportation
Minister Gustav Slamecka, who reportedly is gay, “If the going got
really tough, I think he would back down. [Prime Minister Jan]
Fischer, who is not gay; he is Jewish, he would do the same. It’s in his
character; it has nothing to do with being gay.” 
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Compiled by BERNIE BELLAN
From the April 11, 1930 issue:
Montreal anti-Semitic Papers Make Bitter Attack on Jews

Montreal (J.T.A.) – The discussion revolving around the Jewish school
bill for Montreal and the municipal elections which take place Monday
have given the local anti-Semites an opportunity to raise the race cry
against the Jews, though no serious consideration is given to them. Their
papers, the French weeklies, Le Miroir and Goglu, printed editorials stat-
ing that the Jews seek to get control of the province and the government
is a pawn in the hands of the Jews.

Under the heading, “Jewish Perill”, Le Miroir declares, “let us not be
afraid to say that if we do not defend ourselves against the Jews we will
be destroyed as a Catholic and French Canadian race by Jewish influ-
ence, which bores in the dark and fosters various conspiracies to
Canadians there exists one country, Canada, where we desire to live. The
Jews have Palestine. It will give us great pleasure to see them as far away
from us as possible.”

The same paper printed an anti-Semitic caricature depicting Premier
Taschereau of Quebec in the role of promising the Jews of the province
everything at the expense of the French Canadians. “No Jerusalem
Wanted” was the slogan used in an election district where four Jews are
candidates for alderman.

From the April 11, 1940 issue:
Judaeans Present Dramatic Festival

Winnipeg Young Judaea held a very successful
dramatic festival and dance April 7, in the Talmud
Torah.

Len Sandell, president of Winnipeg Young Judaea,
opened the program with a short address of wel-
come to the audience and introduced the master of
ceremonies, Ben Raber. The first play, written and
directed by Miss Sylvia Kushner, Junior chairman,
featured the Juniors, with a cast of about 50 boys
and girls. In the major roles were May Warkov,
Thelma Warkov, Gertie Dirnfeld, Sonia Nelko,
Clara Zamick, Betty Maslovsky and Evelyn Nidis.
The play, depicting a Jewish colony in Palestine
welcoming refugees, ended with a group of
young girls from the Jolly Judaeans, led by Miss Miriam Ziskrout, danc-
ing the Hora.

The main feature was the comedy, “Two Goyim”, directed by Wilfred
Raber, and which aroused hearty laughter. Outstanding in this fine per-
formance was Sid Fisher as the Shadchen. In the fine supporting cast
were Bertha Priesel, Evelyn Waldman, Diane Ziskrout, Jerry Pudavick,
Jack Prehogan, Joe Chmelnitsky.

Between acts, Mr. Raber presented a very comical monologue, “The
Discouraging of America by Christopher Columbus,” with accompani-
ment by Roslyn Weisman at the piano and Abe Gold with his trumpet.

Both Miss Kushner and Mr. W. Raber were presented with gifts. Louis
Miles rendered violin selections accompanied by his sister Miss Esther
Miles.

From the April 13, 1950 issue:
Re-armament, Immigration, Mean Israel
Bankruptcy Unless…

The grave emergency facing Israel today, eco-
nomically, financially and otherwise, was
brought home with full force Monday at the St.
Charles hotel, at a workers’ rally of the 1950
U.J.A., by Sol Kanee, president of the Canadian
Jewish Congress, western division.

Mr. Kanee, who this week returned from a
visit to Israel and Europe, warned that “we are
on the threshold of the greatest calamity that
has ever befallen our people.”

If Canadian and U.S. Jewry don’t rise to the
occasion, he said, and “do a proper job, so that
everything will flow naturally in Israel and from
Israel, then the results will be disastrous.

Added to the burden Israel has to shoulder, and clothe the thousands
of immigrants arriving daily, an extra load has been thrown on their bud-
get – that of preparing for self-defense in the event of a second round
with the Arabs.

All this extra and vital rearmament program was not budgeted for, and
unless more and more money is sent from here, through the UJA, Mr.
Kanee declared, then “Israel will go bankrupt.”

“All our efforts have only just begun. We made a mistake in deluding
ourselves that our task was done with the birth of the new state.

Mr. Kanee said there is still a grim shortage of necessities in Israel and
the housing situation is more critical than ever.

From the April 7, 1960 issue:
Family Reunion?

Abraham Guss, who, in a short seven years in Winnipeg, has made a
new life for himself, suddenly had the cruel history of his life in eastern
Poland brought back into sharp focus for him by an attractive young lady
who came to shop in his Westminster Avenue grocery.

Catholic Erna Helewski, who came to Winnipeg a year ago with her hus-
band, may be his daughter Anna, whom he lost when the Nazis invaded
Poland; and one of her three brothers may be his missing son.

Mrs. Helewski, whose maiden name was Erna Schroder, has three broth-
ers still in Hanau, West Germany.

One of the brothers, Joseph, 20, and now married, may be his other lost
child, Mr. Guss believes.
Background Similarity

Mr. Guss is certain that Erna Helewski is his long-lost daughter after learn-
ing she was born in the same part of Poland where he had last seen his chil-
dren; and after comparison of her family background with events that
occurred before the children were lost.

A birthmark his daughter had clinches his belief that Mrs. Helewski is his
lost child. She has such a birthmark.

From the April 9, 1970 issue:
Sea-Mail

Jerusalem (JCNS) – Britain, the United States and Italy are still sending
parcels weighing more than 100 grams (a little under 4 ozs.) addressed to
Israel by sea, even when stamped “airmail”.

This is because the three countries have not yet completed the security
arrangement they decided to introduce after the sabotage of the Swiss and
Austrian airliners in Februay, Mr. Elimelech Rimalt, the Israeli Minister of
Posts, told the Knesset yesterday.

A total of 47 passengers and crew died in the Swissair crash. There were
no casualties in the explosion in the Austrian airline.

Mr. Rimalt said that other countries were sending parcels to Israel by air,
but there was a delay of a few days due to their security arrangements.

From the April 10, 1980 issue:
Jerry Cohen is Named Principal of Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate

The Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education, in
conjunction with the executive and board of gov-
ernors of the Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, has
announced the appointement of Jerry Cohen as
principal.

Mr. Cohen brings to this position not only an
outstanding administrative background, but also
a broad and intense involvement in the Jewish
community…

Mr. Cohen’s teaching experience includes 10
years as a mathematics teacher at Gordon Bell
High School and one year teaching English in
Israel.

Begin Would Reject Request for Freeze on
Settlements

Jerusalem and Washington (JCNS) – An indica-
tion of the stand which Israel’s Prime Minister,
Menachem Begin, will take in his talks with
President Carter on the Palestinian Autonomy in
Washington this month was his statement that he
would turn down any possible request from the
U.S. President to freeze further settlement in
Judea and Samaria.

Interviewed on Israel Television, Mr. Begin said:
“If I am asked, I shall have to reply that it our duty
and our right to carry out settlement.”

From the April 12, 1990 issue:
MP slams University of Manitoba terrorism conference
By MYRON LOVE

A Liberal Member of Parliament, Mark Assad (Gatineau-La Lievre) is
objecting to a planned conference at the University of Manitoba on the
threat of Islamic fundamentalist terrorism in North America.

As quoted in the Winnipeg Free Press on March 24, he said the confer-
ence theme was “deeply offensive to the more than 160,000 adherents of
Islam in Canada” and that “the conference and panel titles link Islam to ter-
rorism so unabashedly that it could be considered to be bordering on hate-
mongering.”

Conference co-organizer Peter St. John, a U of M professor of political
studies, was reportedly “stunned” by Assad’s comments, which he dis-
missed as “rather foolish”. “This gives us some wonderful publicity,” he was
quoted as saying. “It’s too bad this wasn’t closer to the time of the confer-
ence.”…
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By MYRON LOVE
More than 100 guests, including parents, grandparents, former

teachers and some members of the Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre, attended the Margaret Park School Hebrew Bilingual pro-
gram’s annual Pesach seder which was held in the school gym on
Thursday, March 25, in the afternoon.
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Margaret Park Hebrew Bilingual Program seder

Grade 6 students JORDAN FREEDMAN and JILLIAN DAIEN intro-
ducing the seder with teacher standing in background.

Grade 6 student MARLEE CANTOR with mom, GAIL, and zaida,
MARK FRANKEL.

The Blum sisters from left: MARNIE (in Kindergarten) and twins
HAILEE and ADELE (in Grade one) with CHARNA GILMAN looking
on from next table.

Grade 6 student MELISSA SHAPIRO with grandparents MORTON
and CLAUDIA DUBOVSKY.
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Synagogue news
CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE

Friday, April 9. Candles: 7:55. Mincha: 7:55. Shacharit: 9:30. Mincha: 7:55. Shabbat ends:
8:56. Sunday morning services: 9:00. April 14/15 Rosh Chodesh Iyar. Weekday morning ser-
vices: 8:00. Evening services for the week of April 11-15: 8:00.

Friday, April 16. Candles: 8:06. Mincha: 8:05. Shacharit: 9:30. Mincha: 8:05. Shabbat ends:
9:08. April 19 Yom Ha Atzmaut. Evening services for the week of April 18-22: 8:15.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, April 9 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 7:55

p.m.
Saturday, April 10 - Shemini - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 8:56 p.m. 
Sunday, April 11 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Holocaust Memorial Service 11:00 a.m.
Monday, April 12-Tuesday, April 13 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 14-Thursday, April 15, Rosh Chodesh - morning service 7:15 a.m., Evening
service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, April 16 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting
8:06 p.m.

Saturday, April 17 - Tazria-Metzora - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30
p.m. Shabbat ends 9:08 p.m.

Sunday, April 18 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, April 19, Yom Ha’Atzmaut-Israel Independence Day -Thursday, April 22 - morn-

ing service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, April 9 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30

p.m.; Candle Lighting 7:54 p.m.
Shabbat, April 10 - Parashat Shemini - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30

a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 8:55 p.m.
Friday, April 16 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 8:05 p.m.
Shabbat, April 17 - Parashat Tazria/Metzora - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan

6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:06 p.m.
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m. Daily

Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:15 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, April 9 at 7:55 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 7:55 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Shmini. Shabbat Mevarchim.

Mincha Service at 7:55 p.m. Shabbat ends at 8:56 p.m
Rosh Chodesh Iyar - Wednesday, April 14 & Thursday, April 15.
Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 8:00 p.m
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, April 16 at 8:06 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:05

p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Tazria/Metzorah. Mincha

Service at 8:05 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:08 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 8:15 p.m.
Yom Haatzmaut (Israel Independence Day) - Monday, April 19 (5 Iyar)
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: Friday, Apr 9 at 7:30 p.m.: Shabbat Service lay led with Cantor Len Udow. Friday, April
16 at 8:00 p.m.: Shabbat Service lay led by Allan Finkel with Cantor Len Udow and the Friday
Night Live Band.

St. John speculated Assad is upset because
the title refers to Islamic terrorism instead of
Islamic fundamentalist terrorism. “I think
everyone knows we are not insulting Islam,”

he says. “We are talking about groups such as Hezbollah and Islamic
Jihad. These are the people who are hijacking planes.

Assad was quoted as telling the House of Commons that “to hold a con-
ference focusing on Islamic terrorism makes no more sense than talking
about Christianity or Judaism or Buddhaism and terrorism. He called on
all Canadians to denounce “this type of discrimination” and called on the
conference organizers to reconsider their conference.

From the April 12, 2000 issue:
Israel arms sale to China sparks harsh words, but uncertain impact

Washington (JTA) – U.S. opposition to Israel’s sale of advanced radar
systems to China is clear, but the effect of this bump in the usually smooth
relations between the United States and Israel remains to be seen. Some
analysts believe the arms sales would make it difficult to maintain support
for Israel in Congress, where there are strong views about China’s policies
on Taiwan, trade and human rights. Others say that those who do not like
Israel will attempt to use this incident to damage U.S.-Israel relations.

From Matt Bellan’s editorial on the same subject:
Sale of radar to China would be mistake

Israel’s sale of military weapons to countries with sometimes distressing
human rights records is nothing new.

The Jewish state is one of the top weapons exporters in the world, with
sales that bring it billions in badly needed revenue.

But there is something deeply unsettling about reports that Israel is
about to sell some advanced radar systems to China…

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak insists that Israel has to honor com-
mitments it has “signed” with the Chinese over the sale.

It might be better to risk upsetting the Chinese government somewhat
than to alienate the government and Congress of Israel’s only truly
dependable ally.

Looking Back
(Cont. from page 23.)
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Remembrance

Erna Kimmel (Weiss) was born to Solomon
and Celia Weiss in Drohobycz, Poland. Sol
was a leading tailor and clothing manufactur-
er while Celia, a very educated woman,
worked as a secretary for a legal firm. Erna,
together with her two brothers, Philip and Leo,
led a fruitful life. She was a student at the Blatt
Gymnasium, an elite private high school, one
of the top five schools of its kind in Poland and
was always interested in the arts. In Humanity
in Doubt – Reflections and Essays, Philip
writes: “My sister Erna, was the epitome of
style back then. She was a petite girl, always
immaculately groomed and extremely well
dressed in fashions my father had designed or
purchased. She was well rounded, good at
school, very sociable and outgoing. She trav-
elled with a pack of friends…drawn to her per-
sonality. I remember her keeping our family
entertained with stories of her school excur-
sion trips to the theatres, museums and the
opera houses of Krakow, Warsaw and Lwow.”
Within 10 days of the German army defeating
the Polish army in September 1939, Poland
was divided into two occupied zones and Erna
and her family began living under Soviet con-
trol. She attended Russian schools for 2 years
and was allowed to stay in Drohobycz
because the Russians were persuaded that her father was exceptional-
ly good to his workers and a fair employer.

In June 1941, Germany attacked the Soviet Union and Drohobycz
was occupied by German forces. Erna and her entire family were
forced into a ghetto. After the liquidation of the ghetto in December
1941, Erna and her parents were transferred to a forced labour camp,
S.S. Zwangsarbeitslager, which was under the brutal control of the SS
and the Gestapo. There she worked in a greenhouse. Two murderers,
Henkel and Gunter, were in charge. One day when Henkel saw a
flower dying, he put his gun to Erna’s head and said that if it will hap-
pen again that she will die like the flower. Gunter was brutal; he drank
a lot and had to have his daily beatings. Once she had to watch as he
was beating her mother. In 1944, when the war was turning against
the Germans, Erna, Leo and their parents decided to hide in a bunker
with 40 others. It was a small hole and fortunately someone spread
paprika at the entrance of the bunker which killed the scent for the
dogs. For a few days, she was literally paralyzed as any movement or
noise would be tragic. Erna recalled the picture of her father coming
out of the bunker – the tall, strong man looked 100 years old, com-
pletely bent, barefoot and not resembling a human being.

In June 1944, Erna was liberated. Not one from the extended Weiss
family was left in Drohobycz and so Erna, Leo and their parents
became the “wandering Jews.” In Poland, the family moved to
Katovitch, followed by Wollbych and finally, in 1946, the Bricha took
them across the border to Linz, Austria. In Linz, Erna met
Herman/Henek, who worked as a volunteer in the Community
Council which represented all the immigrants to the municipal gov-
ernment. He was a graduate of jurisprudence from the Jagelonian
University in Krakow, Poland. They met at a dinner party. He asked her
to dance. He told her she was beautiful and swept her off her feet.
Through the efforts of the British Broadcasting Corporation, Philip, lib-
erated from Mauthausen, was reunited with the family making them
one of the few Polish Jewish families to remain intact.

In 1948, the entire family arrived in Winnipeg where Erna and
Herman were married. They sailed to Halifax on General Sturgis, a
military ship, in the month of February with very rough waters. Celia
and Herman became very sick. They arrived in Halifax on February 11
and to Winnipeg two days later. In Winnipeg, the family met two
prominent community leaders – Frank Billinkoff greeted them at the
train station. He was president of HAIS (Hebrew Aid Society) as well
as president of Rosh Pina Synagogue. Erna, Frank and his wife Goldie
became friends immediately. Moishe Newman took Solomon as a
designer to his factory and bought the family a house. Erna’s father
paid Moishe Newman back every week from his pay. Erna was sent to
work at Stall’s Factory and Henek to Newman Furs.

Life was not easy for the newlyweds. Frank, the foreman, always
threatened that new ships were coming. He criticized Erna for not
being a sewer, not knowing how to run a machine and working with-
out a thimble. Erna had no idea what a thimble was. The women also
worked on piece work. When the foremen used to bring in whole
bundles of coats for finishing, a woman sitting at the front of a long
table took them all. Erna and the rest of the girls were scared to say
anything so her pay after a week of work was sometimes $5. At

Newman Fur,
Henek had a

job to stretch fur and block it on a board. This
required him to pull the fur and put a nail in
it to hold it. Each time he tried to hit the nail,
the hammer landed on his hand and he came
home every day with swollen and bruised
fingers. 

After a year of working in the factory to ful-
fill an agreement with the government, Erna
went to look for another job. She spoke some
English, and being once in the Bay, she tried
her luck. She spoke to the manager of
employment. He said he couldn’t give her a
sales person’s job yet, but he put her on as a

cashier at one counter. After a while, she became head cashier for a
few counters on the main floor. Erna worked at the Bay until she was
5 months pregnant with her daughter, Renee. 

When Renee started kindergarten, Henek insisted she go back to
school. She took Fine Arts courses at the University of Manitoba.
Unfortunately her father got sick; he had a heart attack and he didn’t
go back to work. Solomon and Celia moved to Erna’s house on
Semple Avenue. Two years later, Henek got very sick as a result of his
suffering at the concentration camp of Mauthausen. Even the doctors
at Rochester could not help. Erna wanted to donate her kidney to help
save her husband, but only an identical twin brother with identical
blood count was able to give his kidney for transplant. Fate would
have it otherwise, and tragically, Herman died at a very young age.

After Henek passed away, Erna was at the cemetery every day for a
year crying her heart out. She promised herself that she would look
after her mother and do everything possible to put Renee through
schools. At this difficult time, Erna began working with her brother,
Philip, in his business and threw herself into a life of volunteerism
which helped her to go on. She was active in the Women and the Arts,
the Winnipeg Art Gallery, and the Manitoba Association of Community
Arts Councils, but two organizations kept her busy for over a half a
century.

For 28 years, she dedicated her life to the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble. Erna designed and created spectacular costumes for creative
dance numbers. Her biggest satisfaction was working with young peo-
ple, who considered her their second mother, and watching them per-
form on stage. She gained such pleasure and nachos from them and
gave each of them her unconditional love. In return, the thanks and
appreciation from the performers was abundant. One performer stated,
“Thank you for your years of commitment. You are an institution in
Chai. We could not do it without you.” Many of those performers are
parents themselves today, but she always considered them her kids. 

In 1978, Erna became a founding member of the Winnipeg Associates
of the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. For the past 26 years, BGU
became her heart and soul. During her presidency of eight years, she
organized many events that brought the largest financial support for
Ben-Gurion. Among them: a tribute to Dr. Lionel Israels establishing the
Lionel Israels Chair in Haematology; an honorary Doctor’s degree to Ed
Vickar; honouring the Winnipeg Jewish recipients of the Order of
Canada; a tribute to Negev Award winner, Marion Vickar; a luncheon
honouring thirteen ladies who were founders and supporters of BGU;
and a tribute to Sam Katz, recipient of the Negev Award. 

As a result of her dedicated leadership and vision, Avishay
Braverman, President of Ben-Gurion University, personally inscribed
and presented Erna with a special book during a BGU mission to
Israel. In 1999, Erna was the recipient of the first presentation of the
BGU 30th Anniversary Award in recognition of her continued efforts
in garnering support for the university. In 2000, she was elected to
serve on the Board of Governors of Ben-Gurion University in
Beersheva. In 2006, Erna received the Ben Gurion University Negev
Award, the highest honour presented from BGU. As higher education
was always her priority, she dedicated the proceeds from the tribute

(Cont. on page 27. See “Erna Kimmel”.)

Remembering Erna Kimmel and a life of volunteerism

ERNA and her brother
PHILIP WEISS

ERNA
KIMMEL

circa 1947
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Community news

Hamas to execute ‘collaborators’ with Israel
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Hamas government in Gaza announced

that it will execute Palestinians found guilty of collaborating with
Israel. 

Despite protests in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, the
announcement was made Wednesday by the Hamas Interior Minister
Fathi Hammad, according to reports. 

“The death penalty will be implemented for [Israeli] agents who
have been sentenced to death, regardless of the position of rights
groups that reject these kinds of sentences,” Hammad said. 

Hammad said the executions would occur “in the near future.” It is
unknown how many Gaza Palestinians have been sentenced to death
for “collaboration with the enemy,” according to reports. The sen-
tences have been handed down in the last two months, according to
the French news agency AFP. 

Israeli security forces use Palestinians informants to assist in com-

bating terrorist attacks. 

Arms cache for Gaza uncovered in Sinai
JERUSALEM (JTA) – A large arms cache allegedly intended to be

smuggled into the Gaza Strip was discovered in the Sinai Desert.
Egyptian security forces found the cache, including 100 anti-aircraft

missiles and other explosives, early Thursday morning, according to
Egyptian reports cited in the Israeli press.

The weapons reportedly were collected from the areas of past bat-
tle zones. 

The weapons smugglers are believed to be Sinai Bedouin.
The find comes a day after Egyptian police discovered 41 cars and

other vehicles used for smuggling merchandise into Gaza, the French
news agency AFP reported. The vehicles were confiscated in the
Sinai.

Three new smuggling tunnels connecting Rafah to Gaza also were
discovered Wednesday

ISRAELI NEWS BRIEFS

Notorious satirist launching book here April 10: Who’s to Say What’s Obscene?

By REBECA
KUROPATWA

Paul Krassner, co-
founder of the Yippies,
editor of Lenny Bruce’s
a u t o b i o g r a p h y ,
youngest person to
perform at Carnegie
Hall, stand-up come-
dian, prolific writer,
and founder of The
Realist magazine, will
be launching his latest
book Who’s to Say
What’s Obscene?

The launch will take
place at 12 noon on
Sat, April 10 at the
Exchange District’s Mondragon Bookstore and
Coffeehouse (91 Albert St).

Krassner is a self-described “investigative
satirist,” and has been referred to by Don Imbus
as “one of the comic geniuses of the 20th cen-
tury” and by the Los Angeles Reader as one who
“delivers 90 minutes of the funniest, most intel-
ligent social and political commentary in
town.”Known for his critical eye and satirical
wit, Krassner has not been overlooked by the
FBI. In his FBI files, it is said that after Life mag-
azine published a favourable profile of him, the
FBI sent a poison-pen letter to the editor, stating
“To classify Krassner as a social rebel is far too
cute. He’s a nut, a raving, unconfined nut.”

Comedian George Carlin, agreed with the
assessment, adding, “The FBI was right. This
man is dangerous – and funny, and neces-
sary.”Krassner has won awards from Playboy
Magazine (for satire) and the Feminist Party
Media Workshop (for journalism). And, when
People Magazine dubbed him the “Father of the
Underground Press,” he immediately demand-
ed a paternity test.

One of Krassner’s projects was The Realist
magazine, which he published from 1958-1974
(reinvented as a newsletter, put out from 1985-
2001). As a journalist, Krassner once inter-
viewed a doctor who performed abortions
when it was illegal and even ran an under-
ground abortion referral service. He covered
the antiwar movement, co-founded the Youth
International Party, The Yippies (with Abbie
Hoffman and Jerry Rubin), published material
on the sixties’ psychedelic revolution, took LSD
with Tim Leary, Ram Dass, and Ken Kesey, and
acid with Groucho Marx.

Krassner writes columns for High Times and
AVN (Adult Video News), and contributes to the
Huffington Post. His articles have appeared in
Rolling Stone, Spin, Playboy, Penthouse, Mother

Jones, the Nation, New
York, National
Lampoon, Utne Reader,
the Village Voice, the
San Francisco
Chronicle, the Los
Angeles Times, the LA
Weekly, New York Press,
and Funny Times. In
1961, after editing
Lenny Bruce’s autobiog-
raphy, How to Talk Dirty
and Influence People,
Krassner became a
stand-up comedian in
his own right, opening
at the Village Gate in
New York. 

Krassner rarely works the comedy-club circuit,
preferring to perform at theatres, campuses, and
art galleries. Comedy albums by Krassner include
“We Have Ways of Making You Laugh,” “Brain
Damage Control,” “Sex, Drugs, and the
Antichrist: Paul Krassner at MIT,” “Campaign in
the Ass, Irony Lives!” and “The Zen Bastard Rides
Again.” His autobiography, Confessions of a
Raving, Unconfined Nut: Misadventures in the
Counter-Culture, sold 30,000 copies. Some of his
other books include The Winner of the Slow
Bicycle Race: The Satirical Writings of Paul
Krassner, Pot Stories for the Soul, Impolite
Interviews: Murder at the Conspiracy
Convention and Other American Absurdities,
and his latest publication Who’s to Say What’s
Obscene: Politics, Culture, and Comedy in
America Today.

Mondragon’s Eton Harris said Krassner’s agent,
Bruce Clark, contacted the restaurant, asking to
hold the book launch there as “Mondragon fits
what he [Krassner] is all about.” 

Mondragon is a political bookstore and vegan
restaurant. The word “Mondragon” comes from
the Euskadi (Basque) town of the same name
meaning “Dragon Mountain.” Located in
Northern Spain, Mondragon is known for its
network of workers’ cooperatives. The
Winnipeg venue is a workers’ collective, with
no manager and all worker members earning
the same pay rate. 

Harris said he expects the book launch will
attract a diverse audience of activists, pot advo-
cates, comedy and book lovers...and anyone
wanting to be entertained and enlightened.”

There is no charge to attend, but Harris sug-
gested that people come early (as the restaurant
has a seating capacity of 50, with some stand-
ing room). 

For more information, contact Mondragon at
mondragon@mondragon.ca or 946-5241. 

PAUL KRASSNER
Launching his latest book Who’s to Say
What’s Obscene?

luncheon to establish the Erna Kimmel
Computer Laboratory which is benefit-
ing needy students with their research
and homework. 

Erna Kimmel was an Olympian – her
many accomplishments have placed her
on the highest podium which life can
bestow.

A gold medal for her volunteerism -
these years of dedication forever
changed her life.

She deserves the gold as a result of her
dedication to family – as a daughter
who lived with and looked after her
mom for thirty years, a loving sister and
sister-in-law, and a caring and support-
ive aunt and great aunt.

She deserves the gold medal for her
baking skills – for her delicious and
beautifully decorated torts, rogalach,
meringue kisses, chocolate chip
Passover cookies, and her famous mar-
ble sponge cake or Erncake.

She deserves a gold medal for her
youthful, fashion style – always high
heeled shoes, stylish outfits, jean jackets
and crop pants, and incredible wide
brimmed hats.

She deserves gold for being a Baba –
she provided unconditional love, life
lessons, creativity, fun and food to the
two most important people in her life,
Harris and Rachel.

There is no doubt that she deserves a
gold medal for being a mom – virtually
raising Renee by herself and providing
her with love, care, compassion and the
understanding about the joy of giving.
No daughter had a better role model.

However, Erna deserves her most signif-
icant gold medal for her character and
personality which exemplifies every
Olympian: her bravery, her tenacity, her
positivity in life, her vibrant and conta-
gious smile, her boundless energy, her
sense of humour, her enthusiasm for life,
her drive and motivation through much
adversity, her multi-generational ability,
her humanity, her friendship and support
of others and her enormous giving nature. 

Erna was a unique lady, a true survivor,
loved and admired by all whose lives
she touched.

Although Erna’s life was hard and she
was alone for so many years, she never
gave up and never felt lonely. 

She leaves us a legacy of her deep love
and friendship to so many, her good
name and the recognition and respect
she has earned from the community.

Erna Kimmel
(Cont. from page 26.)
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Shoah remembered

By TOBY AXELROD
BERLIN (JTA) – It isn’t easy facing the cold stare of a Nazi perpetrator,

even in a photo. Increasingly, however, memorial sites in Germany are
making the confrontation possible, opening a door that long has been
sealed.

A new exhibit at the former Ravensbrueck women’s concentration
camp in the ex-East German state of Brandenburg is the latest example.

“The Fuehrerhaus: Everyday Life and Crimes of Ravensbrueck SS
Officers,” opened March 20, allowing a glimpse into the life of camp
commandant Max Koegel and his SS underlings through informational
panels arranged in his former villa, steps away from the barracks that
once housed thousands of prisoners.

On April 18, German Chancellor Angela Merkel is due to visit the
memorial for the first time to mark the camp’s liberation 65 years ago by
Russian Red Army soldiers.

During a recent preview, members of the restoration crew and their
spouses entered the peak-roofed house of Koegel, passed through the for-
mer dining area with its large fireplace, climbed the polished wooden
staircase to the second floor and stepped out onto the balcony from
which Koegel himself could survey the camp below.

The spheres of SS and prisoner “were two completely separate worlds,”
exhibit curator Alyn Bessmann said. “We hope this [dichotomy] will be
more tangible to the visitors now.”

The contrast “should make people think,” said restaurateur Dietmar
Gallinat, 46, standing on the balcony. 

Koegel, notorious for his eagerness to punish prisoners for the slightest
transgression, “was probably no different from the town baker” who
ignored the brutality around him. “And there are still people who think
this way today.”

“The whole thing has a kind of nightmarish atmosphere,” said painter
Karsten Neumann, 46. “It is astonishing that people were capable of
spreading such misery... and it is important to name these people.”

“When I think that they lived normal lives in these rooms, I feel sick,”
said Neumann’s wife, Ulrike. “I felt I had to wash my hands after leaving
the house because I did not want to touch what they had touched.”

Ravensbrueck reportedly is the third permanent exhibit on Nazi perpe-
trators mounted at a concentration camp memorial in Germany.

The first, about female camp guards, opened at Ravensbrueck in 2004.
The second, also about guards, opened at the Neuengamme camp
memorial near Hamburg in 2005.

At both sites, scholars thought it was time to confront perpetrators as a
way to help Germans gain insight into a horrid chapter of their own his-
tory and prevent future crimes.

The resulting exhibits highlight the victim’s perspective.
“The first thing you hear in the exhibit [about female guards] is former

inmates speaking about these guards,” said Insa Eschebach, director of
the Ravensbrueck memorial.

Major hurdles had to be overcome to launch the exhibit.
Skeptics, including survivors and their advocates, said such sites should

be solely dedicated to the memory of victims. Some feared that exhibits
about perpetrators might attract neo-Nazis or feed an unhealthy fascina-
tion with horror.

Eschebach counters that it was high time to confront the perpetrator
after years of suppression.

In the former West Germany, memorials had been dominated by “a
kind of religious intention,” she said, so chapels were built at such sites
as Dachau, near Munich. And in the former East Germany, remembrance
took on an anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist tone.

“If there was any mention of perpetrators, it was to say they were all sit-
ting in West Germany,” Eschebach said.

After German unification in 1990, memorials started “providing histor-
ical documentation,” Eschebach said. “And with that came the question:
Who were the perpetrators?”

New information centers opened in the early 1990s, including the
“Topography of Terror” archive at the site of the former Gestapo head-
quarters in Berlin and the House of the Wannsee Conference, a villa out-
side Berlin where high-ranking Nazis met in January 1942 to map out the
genocide of European Jewry.

A trove of archival material was suddenly available, and retired school-
teacher Werner Schubert was among those who took advantage.

At Wannsee, Schubert, now 85, learned that Rudolf Lange, one of the
Nazis at the infamous conference, came from his own hometown,
Weisswasser, in former East Germany.

Schubert’s work exposing the biography of Lange and naming other
local Nazi criminals led a town leader to accuse him of “nailing perpe-
trators to the wall.”

“I answered that the perpetrators themselves are long dead, but they
have children and grandchildren, and... they should deal with the past,”
Schubert told JTA.

Increasingly, descendants of Nazi perpetrators have sought information
themselves. At Neuengamme, a discussion group was started for them,
said historian Oliver von Wrochem.

“The need to confront our own history is relatively large today, much

more than 10 years ago,” von Wrochem told JTA. “That is partly because
most of the perpetrators are no longer alive, so one can deal with this
more intensively and more easily.”

But it is also because this history “is a part of their biography and they
have started to think about it again.”

The daughter of a camp commandant and a granddaughter of a camp
doctor once told Bessmann that “they very much wished to love their rel-
atives and that they could not. And I think that this is something quite
central in the country from which the perpetrators come,” she said.

But in a sense, all Germans might feel “related” to the criminals.
“In that moment when I stand before the perpetrator, I have a personal

relation to him,” said Schubert, a former Wehrmacht soldier, though
never a Nazi Party member, he said. The perpetrator “becomes like a
neighbor. And when a personal relation is there, it is always hard.”

Empathy is a natural risk. Many debates have been heard in recent
years in Germany as to whether films portraying Hitler, Goebbels or other
high-ranking Nazis are too humanizing.

Bessmann isn’t concerned, having learned years ago from Israel’s
Holocaust memorial at Yad Vashem “to show the perpetrator as a person
whom we must confront.”

“And as a normal person, you just have to distance yourself from them,”
said Schubert.

At a reception following the recent preview tour of the new exhibit,
one of several roofers having a few beers together said he resented the
fact that “we as grandchildren are still paying” for the crimes of the past.
Another said he wanted his own grandchildren one day to learn about
the past, “but it should not be exaggerated.”

Such views are not uncommon in Germany. But the resources are there
for those who actively seek to know more.

“The confrontation with the perpetrator is so fundamental and impor-
tant in this country,” Bessmann said, and “increasingly, people are ready.”

Today, however, the closest they may come to a confrontation is with a
photo on the wall.

In Germany, confronting the Nazi perpetrators

The SS commandant at Ravensbrueck could see the women’s bar-
racks and the roll call square from his balcony, says conservator
Dietmar Gallinat, right, shown here with colleague Peter Wagner.
(Toby Axelrod)

Exhibit curator Alyn Bessmann, right, in the newly conserved home
of Ravensbrueck’s first commandant, presenting a special tour to
employees and workers two days before an exhibit opened at the for-
mer women’s concentration camp on March 20, 2010. (Toby
Axelrod)
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Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of HILDA BERKAL

would like to thank the many family
members and friends who were kind

enough to express their sympathy
through cards and contributions to
various charities in her memory.

We and all who knew her will cherish
her memory as a blessing

Harold, Gerry and family
Arky, Bev and family

Mickey and Rhoda

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL 7

1st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MATT

BELLAN
who passed away

April 14, 2009
20 Days in Nissan

—Ever remembered by  family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father and

Zaida
JACOB BRUCH

who passed away
April 14, 1987

15 Days in Nissan
Sadly missed and always in

our hearts
— Forever remembered by
his loving wife, children,
grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
GOLDIE
COHEN

who passed away
April 18, 1974

26 Days in Nisan
Our hearts still ache with
sadness
And silent tears still flow,
And what it meant to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

BELLA FROST
who passed away

May 2, 1997
25 days in Nisan

MENDEL FROST
who passed away

April 5, 2002
24 days in Nisan

In loving memory of
NORMAN

GOLTSMAN
who passed away

May 3, 2005
24 Days in Nisan

Though our hearts still ache,
we hear his laughter through
our tears
— Your loving wife Shirley,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BENNY

GREENFELD
who passed away

April 17, 1958
27 Days in Nisan

whose life was snatched away
so tragically at the tender age
of  29.
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by your family &
friends.

In Memoriam
52nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ALLAN A.
HOFFMAN
who passed away

May 5, 2008
30 Days in Nisan

Your guidance, wisdom and
humor are deeply missed.

— Loved and remembered by
his daughter, daughter-in-law
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
GEDALE

SAPERSTEIN
who passed away

May 1, 1992
28 Days in Nissan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
SAM SHORE

who passed away
April 11, 1980

25 Days in Nissan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETHEL
SOLOMON

who passed away
April 10, 1994

29 Days in Nissan
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren,  family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
GENE

TELPNER
who passed away

May 9, 2005
30 Days in Nisan

— Remembered daily and
sadly missed by his loving
wife Fritzi, children and
grandchildren.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late HAROLD BASS would like

to express their sincere appreciation and gratitude to all

our family and friends for their donations, meals and

support in our time of sorrow. Your kindness has helped

greatly during this trying time.

Sylvia Bass, Ken Bass, Robyn & Neal Lerner
Jordyn, Shea and Blake Lerner
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL 14

CHAIM ADELMAN
who passed away

April 16, 1983
4 days in Iyar

27th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

GITEL ADELMAN
who passed away
August 26th, 1995

30 Days in Av

15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your loving children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
my dear daughter

FAYE MARSHA
SAUNDERS

BLATT
who passed away

April 25, 1969
7 Days in Iyar

— You are loved and
remembered by your mother
Estelle Saunders, David Blatt,
wife Seri, daughters Hanna
Faye and Maya.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by daughter Ruth, son-in-
law Joe, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of the late
MAX

BRAUER
who passed away

June 8, 1981
6 Days in Sivan

In loving memory of the late
HELENA
BRAUER
who passed away

May 15, 2005
6 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of
HELEN CRUST

who passed away
April 22, 1999
6 Days in Iyar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ZELDA

DREMAN
who passed away

May 12, 2000
7 Days in Iyar

Our hearts still ache
with sadness
and silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know
— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, brother
and sister and sisters-in-law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LOUIS

FRANKEL
who passed away

May 5, 1973
3rd day in Iyar

— Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

BESSIE
GREENBERG

who passed away
May 8, 1992

5 days in Iyar
Our hearts still ache

with the pain of your leaving
The tears are silent

but you will forever be
remembered as our children

carry your names.

Marvin, Nancy, Aliya & Ari

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MYRA HALPRIN

who passed away
April 24, 2004
3 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN
COHEN

who passed away
April 26, 1993
5 days in Iyar

MOLLY
COHEN

who passed away
May 15, 2005
6 days in Iyar

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LILY MINUK

who passed away
April 23, 1985

2 Days in Iyar, 5745
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LILY SILVERMAN

who passed away
May 4th, 1992
2 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by family and

  friends.

In loving memory of
LEONARD
STOLLER
who passed away

May 10, 1989
5 Days in Iyar

— Forever remembered by his
loving family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
LUCILLE
BRICKER
who passed away

April 23, 2007
5 days in Iyar

It’s So Hard to Believe That
You’re Really Gone

And to Know That We Will
No Longer

See Your Smiling Face,
Or Hear The Sound
Of Your Laughter

You Left So Many Memories,
Which Will Never Part

You Will Always Live Deep
Inside Our Hearts

We Are Thankful That God
Graced Us

With Someone As Special As You
It’s Just Hard To Believe

Your Life On Earth
Is Really Through

-(our ‘Mameleh’ and ‘Babi’)
— Forever remembered, sadly
missed, always in our hearts
and loved by your children
Martin (and Debby), Marilyn
(and Michael), grandchildren
Eytan, David, Ivy, Aviya,
relatives and friends.

Deadline for
the

April 21
issue of

The Jewish
Post & News

is noon
Friday,
April 16

— Remembered with love.

ITKA and ISRAEL DRORY
ITKA - October 23, 1912 - April 29 (Iyar 2) 1979

ISRAEL - February 25, 1912 - December 16 (Tevet 8) 2007

In Memoriam

In loving memory of



Your Jewish Fairy Godmother is available
to anyone with a question about coping
with contemporary life. She’s clever. She’s
wise. She’s relentless. She cares. And she’s
on your side. Everybody needs one. 

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
I have several friends I eat out with. For years we’ve split the bill

evenly. Last year I changed my eating habits, and now often
order a few appetizers rather than a full course meal. Lately I’ve
stopped drinking wine, which virtually all my friends do on the
weekend. I haven’t said anything about changing the money
rules, even though it’s cost me at least a couple bucks each time
it’s happened. Then last night, when I ordered a dessert coffee,
my friend who’d had a glass of wine said, Your coffee was a lit-
tle more but let’s just split it. I was no stunned I kept my mouth
shut. Is it too late to say something? How do I not look cheap?
Changing

Dear Changing:
One of the side effects of changing any part of your life is get-

ting to watch how it spills over into other areas of your life. It
sounds like the changes you are making will benefit your health,
as well as your wallet. But to keep your relationships with your
friends unchanged will be a trickier act. I’d recommend a simple
conversation with each, saying in essence, For years we’ve split
the tab without worrying about who ate or drank more, assum-
ing it would all iron out in the end. Do you want to continue
doing that? My diet is changing and I cannot predict if what I
order will cost more or less than you. I’m comfortable with a
machete level split, or for whoever’s meal cost more to ante up
more of a tip. But it seemed like a time to be sure we’re on the
same page.

The benefit of this kind of reality check is that each of you has
a chance to clear the air about any inequity, perceived or real.
It’s always interesting, in a dispassionate mood, to see how those
line up, assuming each is honest. Your preference for splitting
does not, btw, have to be the same for all parties. Don’t forget
you too get so say, You always drink lots more than me, and it
costs more, so I’d rather split based on what we order. That’s not
cheap; it’s prudent.

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
One of my social friends (a woman I see at parties a dozen

times a year) is married to a guy who has tried to commit suicide
twice in the last five months. We were all shocked to hear of his
first attempt but after his second we are genuinely worried that
in addition to losing a husband she might end up being
depressed that she’s somehow responsible for preventing him
from doing what he seems dead-set (excuse the bad pun) on
accomplishing. He’s a funny talented guy and they seem happy
so if you didn’t know you wouldn’t guess. I was shocked when I
got the email. Other than helping out as asked, what can I do to
support her, like recommending counselors for him and/or her.
Concerned

Dear Concerned:
Your concern and willingness to help are to be applauded. But

your email has an undertone of gossipy and prurient curiosity
which will help no one, including you. The reality is that you’re
not close enough to him or them to be able to see into the dark-
ness that is enveloping him. You may have opinions about simi-
lar situations in general, but without understanding the specifics
of his mind and their life, it will be hard for you to do more than
they are able to ask for.

This is not the time to be helpful with suggestions that they
might perceive as invasive from a casual friend. Instead, do as
they need and ask. Make soup or casseroles that you can leave
at their door. Walk the dog. Offer to mow their lawn, do their
grocery shopping, or other household chores. Volunteer to clean

house while they go for an outing (no snooping). Ask whoever
their care team leader is (and if they don’t have a close friend in
that role they should) what would be most useful when. Put their
needs ahead of your own and everyone will benefit.

A Nosh of Jewish Wisdom: Beware of unsolicited advice. Rabbi
Akiva

www.YourJewishFairyGodmother.com: What does she do?
What do you need? Motivation, Inspiration, Support, Problem-
solving. Send your questions to helen@yourjewishfairygodmoth-
er.com 
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Jewish Fairy Godmother

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway Sealcoat

Service
Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over Cement
Sealcoating & Hot
rubberize crack fill

Landscaping & small
cement jobs

Free estimates
334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

Math/Science
 Grades 5 to 11 (S3)

Understand
Be successful

Call Arnold Popeski at
489-8207

popeski@mymts.net

TUTORING

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

I am looking to rent a large
cottage in the Gimli or

Winnipeg Beach areas for the
last week in July (July 26th).

Please contact
Bob Freedman at

477-7420 or 889-2467

RENTAL COTTAGE
 WANTED

SENIOR  HOMES
Rosh Pina Coop
133 Matheson

4 rm, 2 bed
Rent $765.00

Beit Am
765 Aikens
3 rm, 1 bed

Rent $670.00
All utilities inc. with rent,

elevator etc.

Phone 338-4671
Ext. 2227

Astroid Mgt.

4 b.r., 1 bath, main cottage on
lge. corner lot 1 block fr. lake.
Eat-in kitch. Detached guest
cottage w. 2 b.r., 1 full bath,

kitchenette & porch. Dbl. car port
& shed. Lge. deck & gazebo.

Newer flooring & carpet.
Contents of both cottages nearly
new. Newer dishwasher & BBQ.

Everything included.
204-792-3329 or

amargolis1@shaw.ca

WPG. BEACH
COTTAGE
FOR SALE

Cottage at Wpg. Beach -
Boundary Park area, 4 BR, 1 1/2
bath, lg. l.r. A home away from
home.  Newer eat-in kitchen,

closed-in porch and huge
screened sun room. All wood

interior & exterior. Wraparound
wood deck, gar., shed, laundry

facility & much more. All in
pristine condition.

Call Wpg. 204-895-2645
or 204-803-9994.

FOR SALE
BY OWNER

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post & News

Call 694-3332
for information.

By

THE JEWISH 
FAIRYGODMOTHER

Ask Your Jewish Fairy Godmother 
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