
kosher menu available for wedding parties.)
So, I thought, as I discussed the situation with

Drew, if the demand isn’t there, how on earth can the
Fairmont continue to maintain a separate kosher
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Where can you go now if you’re
looking to hold a kosher “simcha”?
Fairmont Hotel to close its kosher kitchen

By BERNIE BELLAN

N
ot too long ago, if someone was plan-
ning a Jewish wedding, it was taken for
granted that the food served would be

kosher. Not only that, if it was a Jewish wed-
ding then the likelihood was that it was going
to be held in a synagogue.

Then, as couples began to ask for something
different - something that would set them apart
from the norm, more and more Jewish wed-
dings began to be held in hotels, then even
more recently theme weddings required some-
thing even more innovative, and lately destina-
tion weddings in some exotic locale have
become de rigeur for many couples. Similarly,
bar or bat mitzvahs in Winnipeg began to take
place outside the traditional synagogue setting.

But, as the demand to hold something differ-
ent – something that would set a simcha apart
from anyone else’s began to take sway, some-
thing else began to give – and that was the
insistence on having a kosher dinner as part of
that event. 

We’ve been marking the decline of kosher
observance in Winnipeg for some time now.
Unlike other Canadian cities with even small-
er Jewish populations, Winnipeg no longer has
even one kosher butcher shop. And, as the
price of kosher meat has skyrocketed, having a
kosher wedding has become costly to the point
where it is the rare wedding these days where
one can expect to be served kosher food.

Of course, combined with the drop-off in
kosher observance, there has also been a
decline in the number of Jewish weddings alto-

gether. These days, if there is a wedding
involving someone of the Jewish faith, the
odds are 50-50 that the spouse will be non-
Jewish.

What got me to thinking about the drastic
changes that we’ve seen over the years in both
the style and number of Jewish weddings and,
to a lesser extent, the number of bar/bar mitz-
vahs in Winnipeg was a conversation I had not
too long ago with the general manager of the
Fairmont Hotel, Drew Fisher.

Drew had invited me to lunch to ask what I
thought about the possibility of the Fairmont
dropping its kosher kitchen. I asked him how
many Jewish weddings the Fairmont had host-
ed last year?

The answer I received was “one”. Now, there
are a multitude of factors that go into deciding
where to hold a wedding, but let’s be clear
about one fact: The Fairmont Hotel was the
only hotel left in Winnipeg that offered a full
kosher kitchen. (Other venues, as I found out
during the course of my gathering information
for this article, had the ability to “kasher” a
kitchen in a relatively short period of time, if
need be, but only the Fairmont had a complete Continued on page 7. See “Kosher simcha”.
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Holocaust Awareness Week
April 23 - 29, 2017

We Remember our Past. 
We Trust in the Future.

(Winnipeg, April 2017) - Yom Hashoah/Holocaust Memorial Day is
on Monday, April 24th, 2017. The Federation’s Annual Public
Holocaust Commemoration will take place at 12:00 noon, April 24th

at the Holocaust Monument on the grounds of the legislature. The
Premier will welcome everyone, Dan Vandal, Manitoba Caucus Chair,
will bring greetings on behalf of the Federal government, and Mayor
Brian Bowman will speak on behalf of the city. Rabbis, community
dignitaries, members of the legislature, Holocaust survivors, students
from Winnipeg schools and several hundred members of the commu-
nity will commemorate Yom Hashoah together. We are pleased to
announce that the Sisler High School Grade 9 Girls’ Choir will partic-
ipate in this year’s program.

Sunday, April 23rd: The Annual Holocaust Memorial Service and
street-naming ceremony will begin Holocaust Awareness Week at
Congregation Etz Chayim, 123 Matheson Ave. E. at 11:00 a.m. with
Judy Wasylycia-Leis as keynote speaker. This service is usually attend-
ed by Holocaust survivors, their families and members of the public at
large. It will be followed, in the evening, by the 10th Annual Yom
Hashoah Commemorative Service and reading of the “Megillat
Hashoah” at 7:00 p.m. at Congregation Shaarey Zedek – a liturgical
service at which representatives from various faith streams will be rep-
resented.

Monday, April 24th Yom Hashoah: B’nai Brith Canada’s “Unto Every
Person There is a Name” program will take place at 9:30 a.m. in Room
50 at the Legislature. It will be followed by The Annual Public
Holocaust Commemoration at the Holocaust Monument at noon.

Tuesday, April 25th: The Stay Young Centre of the Rady JCC will
host a Holocaust Program at 11:15 a.m. at the Asper Jewish
Community Campus. 

The Annual UJPO/Sholem Aleichem Community Program at
Congregation Etz Chayim takes place at 7:30 pm. Along with the North
End Jewish Folk Choir; there will be a talk entitled: Ghettos and
Camps – Resistance and Martyrdom. 

Wednesday, April 26th: The Winnipeg Jewish Theatre presents a play
reading called “Therefore Choose Life” in the Berney Theatre, 123
Doncaster St. at 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 27th: Jewish Child and Family Service will host a
program for Holocaust survivors. It includes a memorial service and
lunch program led by Rabbi Alan Green at the Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre, 1588 Main St. at 12:30 p.m. 

Friday, April 28th: At 7:30 p.m., Temple Shalom, 1077 Grant Ave. is
hosting a Shabbat Service and Shoah Memorial Service.

Most Jewish British students say they have
been targeted for their religion, study finds

(JTA) – Two-thirds of Jewish British university students believe they
have been targeted due to their religion and more than a quarter worry
about being the victim of an anti-Semitic attack, a new study found. 

Twenty-six percent of Jewish university students told a survey con-
ducted by the National Union of Students that they were either “fairly
worried” or “very worried” about suffering a physical attack, property
damage, verbal abuse or theft because they are Jewish. 

The study results released Monday come as the number of anti-Semitic
incidents reported at British educational institutions nearly doubled from
last year, to 41 from 21, The Independent newspaper reported. It also
comes as Jewish students continue to express concern about anti-
Semitism within the National Union of Students, or NUS. 

Fewer than half, or 49 percent, of Jewish students who responded to the
survey said they would feel comfortable attending NUS events, while
two-thirds thought the union would not respond appropriately to allega-
tions of anti-Semitism. 

Some 485 students responded to the survey carried out by an NUS
research team in cooperation with the Union of Jewish Students between
November and February. 

The survey also found that 45 percent of Jewish students said they did
need feel comfortable voicing their opinions on the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. It also found anecdotal evidence of students feeling victimized
by lecturers who made anti-Semitic remarks. 



By MYRON LOVE

On a recent visit to Yad Vashem, a guide
pointed out that what makes the Shoah
unique in the annals of genocide was

its transnational character. Whereas genocide
– be it the Armenians in Turkey during World
War I, the Ukrainian Holodomyr in the 1930s
or the Tutsi massacres in Rwanda in 1994 -
were usually localized, the educator at Yad
Vashem pointed out that the Nazis were not
satisfied with murdering only the Jews of
Germany – or even the Jews that were unfor-
tunate enough to fall under their rule. The
Nazis had a list of Jewish populations in other
countries in the world that they had yet to
conquer. 

Regrettably, in the Western world, human
memory is short and the number of Shoah
survivors and their living testimonies dwindle
with every passing year. That is why the
recording and preservation of those testi-
monies by organizations such as the USC
Shoah Foundation (which was founded by Steven Spielberg) through its
Visual History Archive is so important.

On Thursday, March 30, the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada
officially announced its participation in the project  with  a full access site
for the USC Shoah Foundation’s Visual History Archive, joining several
Jewish communities across Canada in this ambitious project.

As Belle Jarniewski, chair of the Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust
Education Centre, pointed out at the official launch, the archive has a cur-
rent collection of more than 54,000 eyewitness testimonies. “The Visual
History Archive is the largest digital collection of its kind in the world,” she
said. “The archive includes testimonies encompassing four genocides: The
Shoah (including testimony from Jewish sur-
vivors, political prisoners, Sinti and Roma
(Gypsy) survivors, Jehovah’s Witness survivors,
survivors of eugenics policies and homosexual
survivors, as well as rescuers and aid providers,
liberators, and participants in war crimes trials),
the 1915 Armenian Genocide, the 1937 Nanjing
Massacre, 1994 Genocide Against the Tutsi in
Rwanda and the Guatemalan Genocide, which
occurred during the country’s 36-year Civil War
that ended in 1996.”

She credited the Government of Canada -
through an Inter-Action Contribution project –
in partnership with the Montreal Holocaust
Museum and collection holders across Canada
(including the Freeman Family Foundation
Holocaust Education Centre of the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada) for making
possible the preservation, cataloguing and edu-
cational and public use of Canadian Holocaust
survivor testimonies.

Jarniewski noted though that Winnipeg was
one of the first communities in the world to
record eye witness testimony from Shoah sur-
vivors. “We are indebted to the Second
Generation Group, who interviewed local Shoah
survivors in the 1980s at CKND-TV, without
whom our collection would not exist,” she
pointed out.

Picking up the narrative was Morris Henoch,
one of the founders of the Second Generation
Group and a long time leader in Holocaust edu-
cation. Henoch spoke about coming to Winnipeg
as a youngster with his parents, Mayer and the
late Sarah Henoch, both Holocaust survivors, in
the early 1950s. 

“About 800 families – all Holocaust survivors
– came to Winnipeg in the early 1950s,” he
recounted. “They had lost everything. They
came here and began reclaiming the lives they
lost, starting anew.”

These families, he continued, tended to stick
together, associating primarily with one another,
belonging to the same clubs and synagogues and
attending each other’s bar mitzvahs and wed-
dings.

“In the late 1970s and early 1980s, the

Holocaust became a popular topic,” Henoch
recalled. “And we children of survivors
became aware of the lingering effects on us of
what our parents went through.”

In the mid-1980s, Henoch attended a Second
Generation conference in Jerusalem. “It was
an amazing experience,” he recalled of the
conference. “Every city in Poland and every
country in Europe seemed to be represented.
Second Generation groups were being formed
everywhere.”

On his return, he and other children of sur-
vivors formed a Second Generation group in
Winnipeg. Although the all-volunteer group
petered out after just a few years, the group
members did help launch Holocaust education
in the school system and did audio-visual inter-
views with 50 Holocaust survivors with the
help of CKND TV, which donated studio time
for the interviews.

“We donated copies of the interviews to Yad
Vashem and the provincial archives,” he said.

Those interviews are also part of the USC Shoah Foundation’s Visual
History Archive.

Just three of the survivors who were interviewed are still alive – and one
of them, Dr. Stefan Carter, was present for the official JHC launch of the
archive. Carter spoke about his life in pre-war Warsaw, in an assimilated
Jewish Family and how, in 1939, his life was radically changed. He spoke
about life in the Warsaw Ghetto, being hidden by non-Jewish Poles, being
sponsored after the war by a family in Winnipeg and about his career as a
vascular surgeon.

Carter has been involved in Holocaust education for a many years. He
noted that on April 20, a cere-

Jewish Heritage Centre signs on to 
USC Shoah Foundation Visual History Archive
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Community news

From left: Belle Jarniewski (chair of the Freeman
Family Foundation Holocaust Education Centre).
Morris Henoch (co-founder of Second Generation
Group) and Rwanda genocide survivor Dr.
Regine King (an assistant professor in the Faculty
of Social Work, University of Manitoba)

Continued on page 6. See “Shoah”.



When it comes to writing about spiritual
matters, I like to leave that field open to
others. I especially enjoy reading

Joanne Seiff’s columns, as not only does she
write beautifully, Joanne always tries to find
something different to say about subjects that
might have been covered innumerable times
before by other writers in this paper.

Joanne’s commentaries on that week’s parshah
always offer a thoughtful perspective that make them interesting to read,
even for someone who would not consider him or herself religious.

But it’s in Joanne’s consistent decrying the difficulty she and her family
have had in being welcomed by long-time members of Winnipeg’s Jewish
community that I find she has struck a particularly resonant note. As some-
one who grew up in Winnipeg, it’s more difficult for me to judge the degree
to which Joanne’s criticisms of our community for not being as welcoming
to newcomers as it should be are truly accurate or not.

But, I’ve heard similar observations from others who are also relatively
new to our community. I’ve also heard that it’s different in other Canadian
cities, where there’s either a much larger Jewish population, such as
Toronto, or where so many other members of that city’s Jewish communi-
ty are also relatively recent arrivals, such as Vancouver,  Calgary or Ottawa.

That is why, when I listened to a terrific interview conducted by Shaarey
Zedek Congregation member Chris Yaren with Dr. Ron Wolfson, who will
be here from April 28-30 (an excerpt of which appears in this issue begin-
ning on page 12), I was struck by how similar Wolfson’s observations about
Jewish synagogues were to what Joanne Seiff has been writing about. 

In truth, Joanne has been asked whether she could obtain permission
from me to cover one of the talks that Wolfson will be delivering at the
Shaarey Zedek when he is here, as Joanne’s writing on similar subjects
have clearly struck a chord with some members of Shaarey Zedek. I glad-
ly told Joanne to do that, as she has written before about the influence that
Wolfson’s books have had on her own writing.

Yet, as I’ve read Joanne’s criticisms of the established Jewish communi-
ty here for not being welcoming enough to newcomers, the thought
occurred to me that, while she certainly has a valid point, Winnipeg’s
Jewish community being unfriendlier than other Jewish communities might
be rooted in history.

The majority of Winnipeg Jews are descended from Eastern European
immigrants. There was also a large influx of Holocaust survivors following
the Second World War. (See Myron Love’s article on page 3 for an elabo-
ration of this point.) The children of those immigrants, especially the baby
boomers, came of age together, formed friendships and familial relation-
ships, and often watched as their own children left Winnipeg at the same
time. From the 1960s on there wasn’t much of an infusion of new blood
into our community, save for some academics and doctors who came here
from places like South Africa, the U.S. or Israel. So, the homogeneity of
our community has also been one of its drawbacks, in contrast with other

communities.
Yet, when newcomers

from South Africa or
Israel arrived here they
tended to congregate
with other immigrants
from their own coun-
tries – which was not at
all surprising. Amer-
icans, on the other
hand, as are Joanne
Seiff and her husband,
came from a country
that has had a free and
easy relationship with
welcoming newcomers.
Joanne has written that
she and her husband
have been used to liv-
ing in various cities in
the U.S. where finding
acceptance in a syna-
gogue was not all that
difficult. At the same
time though, until quite
recently, Jews in
Winnipeg, whether
they were longtime
members of the com-
munity or newcomers,
tended to choose to live
in areas that were close
to synagogues or

Jewish schools. At least then, the goal was to try and become part of a larg-
er community – whether or not that goal was realized.

As synagogue attendance has waned, however – and there aren’t that
many synagogues here from which to choose, the notion of forming close
relationships with other synagogue members has become increasingly dif-
ficult for newcomers. So too, has attendance at Jewish schools declined
considerably over the years. In some ways it’s a chicken and egg situation.
Do people stop going to synagogue and sending their children to a Jewish
school because they don’t find other congregants and parents of school
children friendly or do synagogues and schools stop being the friendly
places they used to be (and I think it’s fair to say that was the case in
Winnipeg in years past) simply because there are so many fewer people
going to synagogue of sending their children to a Jewish school?

The question whether Winnipeg is an unfriendly city was put into more
crystal form for me even further during a conversation I had with another
newcomer to this city, in this case, an Israeli by the name of Roie Rozin.
(You can read my story on page 8 about the Rozin family and their hockey
playing son, Guy, whose desire to play hockey in Canada is the reason the
Rozins came here all the way from Israel.)

When I asked Roie whether he had gotten to know some of the other
Israelis who have come to Winnipeg in recent years, his answer was an
emphatic “no,” saying that those other Israelis are Russian Israelis and they
keep to themselves.

That came as quite a surprise to me. I would have thought that having a
common denominator, such as coming from the same country and speak-
ing Hebrew, would be sufficient to lead to the formation of friendships, but
that isn’t the case, at least according to Roie Rozin. Anecdotally, I have to
admit that I’ve heard the same observation about Russian Israelis from
many others. Look, let’s be fair about this though: The families that have
been coming here primarily under the Provincial Nominee Program have
been coming here for two principal reasons: To better themselves econom-
ically, and so that their children will not have to go into the Israeli army.
Integrating into the established Jewish community is not a priority for
them, although as I discovered during the course of my researching just
how many newcomers are sending their children to Jewish camps (which I
wrote about in the March 29 issue), there is still a sense of Jewish identity
that many of those newcomers would like to preserve, no matter how ten-
uous that identity might be.

Still , the notion that there is a considerable gap between Russian Israelis
and what I would refer to as “Sabra” Israelis would tend to indicate just
how complicated Jewish identity is in the 21st century. If coming from the
same country (in this case, Israel) and speaking the same language isn’t
reason enough to lead to friendships being formed, then one has to wonder
just how disparate our Jewish community is going to become as we move
forward, even with an infusion of new immigrants?

Upon reflection, while I was very interested in hearing what Ron Wolfson
had to say during his interview with Chris Yaren, and am looking forward
to hearing him again when he’s here on April 28-30, I wonder how much
his message will truly resonate with our community? Kudos to the Shaarey
Zedek, however, for inviting the entire community to come hear Wolfson,
especially Jewish organizations, which will have the opportunity to meet
with him in a special meeting on April 30, but I wonder whether there will
be any long-lasting effects from Wolfson’s appearing here? 

But, I’ll leave it to Joanne Seiff in future issues to comment more about
whether our Jewish community will have become more inclusive as her
perspective on that issue is much more important than mine.

Speaking of synagogues, by now many people are no doubt aware that
Rabbi Larry Lander will be leaving his position as rabbi at the Etz Chayim
come August. Although we were made aware of this before the news was
even made public, we decided against doing a major story on this, as Rabbi
Lander’s decision to leave Winnipeg was made entirely for personal rea-
sons, we are told. Out of respect for his privacy we decided against delv-
ing into the story further.

On one final – hopefully humourous note, I happened to run into Free
Press music reviewer (and occasional contributor to this paper as well)
Holly Harris, at one of the performances of Dirty Dancing at the Concert
Hall. She told me that she was there to review the show.

I joked to Holly that, given some of the themes in the show, including a
Jewish daughter’s alienation from her father, along with her romance with
a non-Jew, perhaps someone could come up with a mash-up of Dirty
Dancing and Fiddler on the Roof and call it Dirty Fiddling.

In an exchange of emails the next day Holly told me that she thought I
had a great idea and came up with a few ideas of her own for song titles in
this new show, including: “If I Were a Dirty Man”, (“If I Were a Rich Man”
– is there anyone reading this who wouldn’t get that one? )“Kvetch to me”
(instead of “Cry to Me” in Dirty Dancing” and, “Hey! Bubbie!!” (instead
of “Hey Baby” in Dirty Dancing). There’s also a song titled “Do You Love
Me?” in Dirty Dancing – doesn’t that remind you of a line from “Sunrise
Sunset”? The possibilities of a mash-up are endless!
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By MYRON LOVE 

When I began
telling people
that I was going

on a Jewish National Fund
tour to Israel, I was fre-
quently assured that the
country has changed so
much that I wouldn’t rec-
ognize it. I would certainly
agree since it had been
almost 20 years since I was
last there. Not only would
I not remember much from
the last tour (although
some things stand out over
the years), but also, since
that last tour only covered southern Israel – Massada, the Dead Sea at Ain
Boqeq, the Arava, Eilat, a Makhtesh (crater), Sde Boker and Jerusalem (plus
a day in Tel Aviv because we were snowed in in Jerusalem – it was early
January – and we missed our flight home) – this trip covered much ground
I had never seen before.

So what I want to do here is compare my memories of the areas I had vis-
ited before with what I saw this time in the same places. Starting at the end,
Tel Aviv, I am sure that the hotel we stayed at - Herod’s – on the beachfront
– was the same hotel I stayed at on my last visit. I recognized the piano
lounge and large windows at the back of the hotel fronting on the
Mediterranean - very nice hotel.

What struck me most about Tel Aviv looking north and west from my
tenth floor hotel room was seeing what looked like a forest of high rises as
far as the eye could see – with more coming up. 

I havd been in Tel Aviv twice before. In 1979, my wife and I stayed in a
hotel on the beach –also on Hayarkon Street – but nothing like Herod’s. In
fact, back then, there was nothing like Herod’s or the other major hotels on
the beach front. Our hotel featured a cockroach on the floor, a salamander
in the shower and a stained bed sheet. I also remember the prostitutes down
the block.

Our two stops in Tel Aviv this trip were at the Palmach Museum and a
couple of hours spent  walking around old Jaffa in the south. On that last
trip 20 years ago our group did a walking tour of Jaffa – so much of it
looked as I remembered.

Lior, our tour guide this time, gave us a detailed history of the Port of
Jaffa and its connection to Jerusalem. The main road in Jaffa Port is
Jerusalem Road, while the main road leading into the Old City and Jaffa
Gate in Jerusalem is Jaffa Road. Lior also told us an anecdote about one
Ottoman ruler who decreed that anybody left outside the Jerusalem Gate at
Jaffa after a certain time had to stay out until morning. One evening, the
Sultan himself returned too late. Despite all his protestations, the guard
refused to let him in. The next morning, the Sultan complimented the guard
for following orders, than had him executed. (Ed. note: cruel but fair.)

After that, he relaxed the rule about late arrivals.
The Palmach Museum is new and a technological marvel. In a series of

themed rooms and with the use of ongoing films, the musem tells the story
of the formation and growth of the Palmach – the Jewish community’s
unofficial strike force pre-indepedence – through the story of one Palmach
cell (men and women) as they plan attacks, interspersed with scenes from
their normal lives -well worth seeing.

On my last visit to Israel, our first stop was Massada following which we
continued south to Ein Bokek, where we spent our first night. By the time
we arrived, it was dark (it was early January), so we had supper and had
time to float in the Dead Sea waters in the indoor pool at the hotel.

This time, we spent a morning at Massada (which was much as I remem-
bered it), then continued on to Ein Bokek for the afternoon where we had
lunch at the Crowne Plaza Hotel (which I think is where I stayed last time)
and had time to really take a dip in the Dead Sea this time.

It is tricky lowering yourself into the Dead Sea. The instructions were to
walk in the water until you are knee deep, then fall back. That takes some
trust. It was equally challenging getting up again – having to roll over and
push oneself up again. I really enjoyed the hotel’s outdoor clear water pool.

(Also, I didn’t remember seeing the McDonald’s Golden Arches the last
time I was at Ein Bokek!)

Then, it was back on the bus to Jerusalem for Shabbat. Last time I was in
Jerusalem, we were put up at the historic King David Hotel. This time, our
hotel was the Prima Kings hotel - well located with a choice of tthree syn-
agogues within just a block away (for those who wanted to go to shul
Shabbat morning) and a ten minute walk from the Old City.

I have walked the streets and alleys of the Old City and visited the
Western Wall several times before. What was different this time was a stop
at a police station inside the Old City where dozens of live screens covered
almost every inch of the Old City so that  police have a virtual moment-by-
moment view of what is happening at all times and can respond to trouble
within minutes. That was certainly reassuring (not that I was concerned).

Having some free time, I took
it upon myself to climb to the
top of the reconstructed Hurva
Synagogue (which the
Jordanians destroyed in 1948)
for a great overall view of the
Temple Mount and surrounding
area.

Last time, my tour group
walked the entire length of the
tunnel wall that runs from the
Western Wall plaza the entire
length of the Western wall. This
time, we entered the tunnel
through a new entrance and
only went a little ways in.

Loved the falafel in Jerusalem.
Our last stop in Jerusalem was Yad Vashem. All I remembered about it

from my last trip there was the dark room where the names of children were
highlighted. This time, we had a very good informational tour – a lot to see
- too much for one visit. One aspect of the Holocaust that our guide made
clear that differentiates the Nazi Holocaust from all other genocides was
that other genocides have been localized within clear borders. The Nazis’
goal was to murder Jews anywhere in the world that they could get their
hands on them.

In the room with a round ceiling full of photos of victims with informa-
tion about them, our  tour guide, Lior, read the biography of one such vic-
tim, a Polish Jew. As I suspected, Lior had a direct connection to him. The
man was his wife’s great-grandfather. 

Lior then showed us photos of his wife’s grandfather, in his last years,
with his great-grandchildren (Lior’s children). “Almost everyone in Israel
lost family in the Holocaust or knows someone else who did,” he said.

Despite the fires raging all around Israel – and the constant threat the
country lives under – from what I saw, I feel confirmed in my view of Israel
as essentially a country at peace but also a country that is aware that it can’t
let its guard down.

If only most other countries in the Western world would also start taking
more seriously the existential threats posed by militant Islamists – both
Sunni and Shia.
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Israel then and now

Tel Aviv as seen from 10th floor hotel
room balcony - a forest of high rises

Inside a police station in Jerusalem’s Old
City, screens in the background monitor
every street in the Old City in real time
24/7. 

Why not rename the Y Sports Dinner?
Bernie
I just re-read Gayle Waxman’s, Sari Kronson’s & Sid Halpern’s let-

ters in further tribute to Ken Kronson.
Ken ran the show for over 40 years. Where would the Rady JCC be

today were it not for Ken’s dedication & leadership from day one?
Would it not be a “great tribute to his life & legacy” to rename the

Rady JCC Sports Dinner the “Rady JCC KEN KRONSON Sports
Dinner?
Martin Fingold

Accusing President Trump
Dear Mr. Bellan,
In one of your editorials during the recent US election campaign you

compared the then US presidential candidate Donald Trump to Hitler.
However much you may detest Trump, that to me was shockingly irre-
sponsible and crossed the line of rationality. Now in your most recent
editorial you claimed as if it were scientific fact that there is “no doubt”
that Trump is responsible for the recent spate of anti-Semitic activity by
way of bomb threats directed at synagogues and Jewish schools and
community centers. This again was a ridiculous charge and suggests to
me how your hysteria about Trump has led you to appear as more of a
madman than you believe Trump to be. You will have to wipe all off
that rotten egg off your face now that it has been revealed that the sus-
pect behind the spate of threats against synagogues and Jewish schools
and community centers across North America turns out to be a Jewish
teenager in Israel as reported in the New York Times:
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/23/us/jcc-bomb-threats.html?_r=0 .

Hate him or not, President Trump has expressed great support for
Israel and for Jews and there is much on the record that clearly estab-
lishes that. I find it most reprehensible that anyone, especially an editor
of a Jewish newspaper, who because of what I would consider to be
extreme political bias and without any solid factual foundation would
expressly or impliedly so viciously accuse the President of the United
States as being in any way anti-Semitic or as promoting or inciting anti-
Semitism or empowering those who are anti-Semitic. 
Gerry Nemiroff

LETTERS



Rhianna Cohen’s vision is to create a com-
plete orchestra program for at-risk high
school students using instruments built

entirely from PVC piping.
“Using PVC material is a lot less expensive than

building instruments from traditional materials,”
notes the Seven Oaks School Division high school
student. “I am hopeful that my plan will get at-risk
students off the streets.”

Now, lest you think that Cohen’s ideas are just a pipe dream, she already
has the support of Seven Oaks School Division Superintendent Bryan
O’Leary. She also has received a bursary from the Big Picture Learning
School program – the only such bursary given out in Canada this year. And
she has created a GoFundMe page (gofundme.com/pvc-pipe-youth-orches-
tra) which has already raised several hundred dollars.

“PVC materials can get expensive,” she says.
For the younger daughter of Robert and Sandy Cohen, Rhianna just hap-

pened to be in the right place at the right time. Rhianna  is a student at
Seven Oaks School Division’s MET School (the Metropolitan Regional
Career and Technical Center), one of only two such Big Picture Learning
Schools in Canada.

Big Picture Learning was established in 1995 by educators Dennis Littky
and Elliot Washor with the goal of putting students directly at the center of
their own learning. The Big Picture “big picture” was that students would
be assessed on exhibitions and demonstrations of achievement, motivation
and attributes that reflect real world evaluations and assessments rather
than solely on the basis of standardized tests.

“I had heard about the MET School when I was in Grade 8,” Cohen says.
“I talked to my parents about it and spent a day there. I felt that it was a
good fit for me.

“While we follow the standard curriculum, our results are based on inter-
disciplinary projects which we design ourselves.”

Cohen’s first two major projects as a MET School student were the writ-
ing and publishing of two science fiction novels. She began working on her
orchestral idea last year as part of her Grade 11 studies.

“I started by studying the physics of sound,” says the author, musician
and musical arranger who plays piano, the sax, marimbas, flute and some
percussion.

Musically, she says that she was inspired by the Blue Man Group. She
notes that she learned from YouTube how to build instruments.

Most of the PVC materials she has needed she has acquired so far from
donations from manufacturers. 

“I wrote proposals to a number of companies,” she says. “I had to step
outside of my comfort zone. My pitch was successful.”

Thus far, with the help of her dad, over the past four months she has built
a marimba machine and a tuba out of PVC piping. “I am working on a harp
next, then a cello, violin and trumpet,” she reports. “I hope to eventually

build an entire prototype orchestra from PVC material and get the ball
rolling on orchestral programs in the schools with these instruments.”

All-Jewish Band Building Up a Following
Brothers Jacob and Max Brodovsky Yager, along with Jesse Popeski and

Jonathan Corobow are Kakagi, a relatively new band on the local scene, all
of whose members are long time BB Camp veterans.

The foursome, Popeski and Jacob Brodovsky Yager on guitar, Corobow
on bass and the younger Brodovsky Yager on drums, formed Kakagi last
fall after Jacob Brodovsky Yager returned from university in Toronto.

“We grew up here,” Brodovsky Yager says of himself and his fellow band
members. “We know the music scene. There’s also more space here and it’s
less costly to live here.”

So far, things are working well for the foursome, Brodovsky Yager notes.
The group released its debut EP – “Pronounced : /Ke-Ka-Gi/ - last
November. The band most recently played The Times Change(d) High and
Lonesome Club on March 31 and are scheduled for the Good Will Social
Club on May 11. They also have a western Canadian tour booked for May.

Brodovsky Yager notes that Kakagi’s influences are Neil Young, John
Sampson and Jeff Tweedy. “We write our own music and lyrics,”
Brodovsky Yager says.

For the fall, the members of Kakagi are looking forward to releasing their
second EP and hopefully embarking on a longer tour.
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Winnipeg high school student aims to revolutionize school orchestras
with new way of building instruments

High school student Rhianna Cohen and her dad, Robert, built the
marimba machine and a tuba out of PVC piping over a four-month
period

mony will be taking place in Warsaw
honouring two Righteous Gentiles who
helped his family. Three others have
already been recognized by Yad Vashem.

“I have kept in touch with their chil-
dren and grandchildren,” he said. 

The final speaker was Dr. Regine King, an assistant professor in the
Faculty of Social Work, University of Manitoba, and a survivor of the
1994 genocide against the Tutsis in Rwanda. King described what it is
like to be hunted down with no place to run. She described the Rwandan
genocide as the most intimate – pitting neighbour against neighbour –
and the fastest – with at least 800,000 Rwandans murdered in just 100
days.

She was one of the lucky ones. Not only did several family members
also survive, but she was fortunate to have had an education. Her focus
is on reconciliation and education and she has returned to Rwanda annu-
ally to work on both.

She was asked what exactly the difference was between the Tutsi vic-
tims and their Hutu killers. The answer was: not much. In the past, the
Tutsis were cattle raisers and the Hutus were farmers. The 20th century
Belgian colonial rulers exalted the Tutsis at the expense of the Hutus,
which generated resentment. As to how Rwandans can tell the difference,
the answer is that all Rwandans had to carry with them identity cards,
which identified the bearer as either Tutsi or Hutu.

Ilana Abrams, the JHC’s general manager, demonstrated how to
research the archives (which are all digitized to the point where
researchers can easily zero in on exactly the sections they want to listen
to) and invited anyone who is interested in exploring the archive to drop
into the JHC office at the campus.

Shoah
Continued from page 3.



kitchen? I said to him that the demo-
graphics all pointed to an even lesser
demand for kosher in the coming
years.

Thus, when I contacted Drew again recently to ask him in which direc-
tion the Fairmont had decided to go, I wasn’t surprised to read his response:
“Bernie, since we met, the Fairmont Winnipeg has moved forward with the
decision to close our Kosher Kitchen, and instead offer Kosher style
menus. As you can appreciate, this has been an incredibly difficult decision
for us, and was not made lightly. We truly value the long standing partner-
ship we have had with Winnipeg’s Jewish Community in providing Kosher
events, and do not wish for our decision to have a negative effect on this
relationship. As discussed, the capital investment required to bring our
Kosher facility up to an acceptable standard is excessive, and unfortunate-
ly, with the steady decline in Kosher events being booked, this hinders our
ability to generate the necessary funds to offset this significant capital
investment. That being said, we are presently working on enhancing and
elevating our Kosher style menus with the goal of continuing to showcase
our exquisite food and beverage offering to our valued guests at future
Jewish Community events.”

For a while there were two major hotels with kosher kitchens in
Winnipeg. In addition to the Fairmont, there was also the Fort Garry, which
had opened a kosher kitchen to great fanfare in 2000. For a time the Fort
Garry enjoyed remarkable success as the “go to” venue for kosher wed-
dings, if they weren’t being held in a synagogue.

According to Cheryl Morgan, Catering & Event Coordinator at the Fort
Garry, while there has been a decline in the number of Jewish weddings
there since the decision was made to close the kosher kitchen, “we still did
about 12 weddings last year where at least one of the bride or groom was
Jewish.” (Cheryl’s qualification that only “one of the bride or groom” in 12
weddings at that hotel may have been Jewish speaks volumes about the
norms that now prevail within our Jewish community.)

In my conversation with Cheryl I wondered whether the Fort Garry had
played host to any bar or bat mitzvahs in recent years. (There was a time
when it was a popular location for Havdallah ceremonies for children who
were of bar or bat mitzvah age and occasional full bar or bat mitzvahs.)

While the Fort Garry played host to “five bar or bat mitzvah parties” last
year, Cheryl told me, the last bar mitzvah ceremony itself was held in May
2016. 

Further, when I mentioned to Cheryl that I was aware of other venues that
were willing to have a kitchen kashered if asked and wondered whether the
same might be done at the Fort Garry, she replied that when “asked whether
they could have the old kosher kitchen koshered for an event, the hotel’s
owners weren’t interested.”

The same, however, is not the case at other venues in Winnipeg, where
managers are more than willing to accommodate kosher events in certain
circumstances.

The Winnipeg Convention Centre, for instance, has the ability to do a
kosher event, if need be. For instance, it played host to the Jewish
Foundation’s Women’s Endowment Luncheon last year (and will do so
again this year).

David Chizda, Director, Sales & Business Development for the
Convention Centre, told me that, while the Convention Centre did used to
have a kosher kitchen, it no longer does.

However, one of the two kitchens the Centre now has can be kashered for
events such as the JFM Women’s Luncheon, Chizda explained. Even when
the previous kosher kitchen was closed permanently, he said, the set of
kosher dishes that kitchen had was kept on hand, precisely to be made
available for such events as the JFM luncheon. 

Chizda also noted that the Centre plays host to between six-twelve
bar/bat mitzvah parties a year, with the new addition on the south side of
York and its beautiful ball room proving especially popular. Those parties
though, have all served “kosher style” food, he noted.

One break from the tradition of previous years at the Convention Centre
occurred though in 2015 when the Y Sports Dinner elected to serve non-
kosher meals for the first time. Although it was a combination of circum-
stances that led to the dinner’s planners taking that decision – including the
rapidly rising cost of serving a kosher meal to over 1400 attendees, there
has been little negative reaction to the change.

Anyone wishing to have a kosher meal at the dinner can elect to be served
one. The fact though that the largest annual event held by any Jewish orga-
nization in Winnipeg is no longer a kosher one says a lot about the chang-
ing nature of our community.

While the Convention Centre has been able not only to retain the Y
Sports Dinner as a huge event and to attract new business such as the
Jewish Foundation Women’s Luncheon by offering kosher meals when
needed, other venues have also found that being flexible has helped them
capture an increasing share of Jewish life cycle events.

Among these, one of the most successful has been The Gates on Roblin.
According to General Manager Ray Louie, the last fully kosher event at

The Gates was “a dinner for the Gray Academy (in 2015). Here, we had the
building and kitchen cleansed and blessed. Then we let it sit a full day

before preparing and serving completely kosher food on new dishes. That
was in 2015. We have not had a request since.”

Yet, despite being able to provide kosher functions if asked, Ray says that
there just hasn’t been the demand from Jewish families: “We had about half
a dozen Jewish weddings in 2016 and we have one on Sunday this week.
These are the large ones only - not too many smaller Jewish functions. As
for bar and bat mitzvahs, we get about a dozen a year. With respect to
kosher, we have not been asked to make the venue kosher for any of these
- just provide a few meals to those that are strictly observant. We also do
about a dozen Passover and Rosh Hashanah dinners every year plus many
smaller Shabbat dinners preceding special events throughout the year.
Again, none have asked to have the venue made kosher.”

Over at the Viscount Gort, which has made its ability to offer kosher food
a major component of its advertising in this paper, there has been a marked
increase in various Jewish events there, says Chris Dubberley, General
Manager of the hotel. 

“We do 10-20 events each year,” he said, including “bar/bat mitzvah par-
ties, Seder meals, etc.”

Like other venues, the Viscount Gort does not have “designated kosher
facilities,” Dubberley noted, “but we do make arrangements for guests ask-
ing for kosher functions.”

One venue that has hosted a couple of major Jewish events and would be
glad to host more is the Club Regent Event Centre. Two years ago two
Jewish organizations held major galas there: The Jewish National Fund had
its Negev Gala, and the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble had its 50th
anniversary concert. Both events were catered by Desserts Plus - which is
set to reopen at its new location sometime soon.

According to Lisa Reiss of Desserts Plus, they have provided kosher
catering at a wide array of venues in Winnipeg. In recent years another
kosher caterer, Bermax Caffé and Catering, has also provided kosher cater-
ing at a number of outside venues.

The newest player on the market - and one that's proven extremely pop-
ular both for weddings and bar/bat mitzvah parties has been the Canadian
Museum of Human Rights. According to Bruce Garvey, Special Events and
Facility Rentals Manager at the museum, the CMHR has hosted more than
10 bar or bat mitzvah parties.

"Families like the ceremony to take place in the Garden of Contemplation
then move guests down to the Bonnie and John Buhler Hall," Bruce said. 

As far as Jewish weddings go, there have already been 10-12 Jewish
weddings at the
CMHR, according to
Bruce. One of them
was a "blended wed-
ding", he noted.

Like so many other
venues mentioned in
this article, the
CMHR is also quite
wiling to accommo-
date kosher needs.
"Our catering compa-
ny Era Bistro, is
happy to bring in
Kosher Meals upon
request," Bruce
explains. 

If you’ve read this
far you’re probably
wondering why I
haven’t even men-
tioned the most likely
places where you’d
expect to find kosher
food for a Jewish
event: the syna-
gogues.

The reason that I’ve
saved the synagogues
for last is that what’s
been happening with
our synagogues is
reflective of a much
wider pressure to
change with the times.
It’s not only the
diminished demand
for kosher venues for
simchas that has
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Kosher simcha
Continued from page 1.

Continued on page
10. See “Kosher
simcha”.



By BERNIE BELLAN

From time to time our esteemed sports writer, Harvey Rosen, has writ-
ten something about Israeli hockey – either in reference to Israel par-
ticipating in some hockey competition or another (usually with a mix

of players not born in Israel) or Winnipeggers heading over to Israel to par-
ticipate in a hockey tournament there.

The one common denominator to those stories, until recently, was that it
was Canadians, Americans and players who came from the former
U.S.S.R. who were the principal subjects of those stories.

Then, a few years ago, Harvey wrote about a young Israeli by the name
of David Levin, who had actually moved to Toronto to live with his aunt
and uncle there while he furthered his own promising hockey career. David
is now a star player for the Sudbury Wolves of the Ontario Hockey League
and hopes to be selected in the upcoming NHL draft. If so, he would be the
first Israeli-born player to be drafted by an NHL team.

Now, Winnipeg too can boast of having an Israeli-born hockey phenom
in our midst – a young lad by the name of Guy Rozin, who is currently
playing – and starring with the Bantam Winnipeg Monarchs (B2 team) of
the Winnipeg AAA League. (Bantam is for players age 13-14. Bantam 1
players must be at least 14 at the time the season starts, while Bantam 2
players have to be 13.)

Guy’s story was brought to our attention by Abe Anhang, who has played
an instrumental role in helping the entire Rozin family move to Winnipeg
and settle in here.

Here is how Abe describes how he came to know the Rozin family:

“My oldest friend from Winnipeg, Dr. Donald Silverberg
(son of the late Jack Silverberg, who was a maths teacher at
St. Johns and ultimately the principal of JWC) lives in
Netanyah. Dr. Donald Silverberg has a son, Monte, who is a
lawyer in Israel and Monte Silverberg had a friend (and
client) by the name of Roie Rozin. 

“Pnina (Roie’s wife) and Roie have always been sports
people (Roie used to play professional soccer) and their kids
are good at various sports – his daughter at gymnastics, their
other son at tennis and their son Guy turned out to be an
exceptional hockey player (how that came about I will let
them tell you, since it is such a strange story)!

“When I found out that Guy (at age 12) had been the
European MVP (most valuable player) for two years in a
row (in an in-line hockey tournament), it sort of got my
attention. Then, wanting to see whether he could make it in
Canada competitively, I suggested that Roie and Guy come
to a hockey school, so they came for the summer of 2014.
He did well there, so I introduced them and they met with
the people at Federation who were extremely helpful! As a
result, the Rozins applied for Permanent Residence under
the Nominee Program (Pnina is a registered nurse, which
was in demand then). They moved here in July of 2016 and
got their landing card in January 2017.

“Barbara (Anhang) and I sort of adopted them. Their 3
children are at the Gray Academy and have settled very
well.” 

After reading Abe’s email I contacted Pnina Rozin, whose
email address Abe had given me. Pnina suggested I speak to
her husband, Roie, which I did.

What follows is taken from the conversation we had:
The Rozins lived in a small city by the name of Kfar

Yonah, near Netanyah, Roie told me
“We left everything – good jobs, good salaries – a good

life,” all so that Guy could play hockey in Canada, Roie
said.

I asked Roie what exactly led to the family’s making such
a momentous decision – to pack up and leave behind a good
life in Israel and make the move to Winnipeg. He explained
that it started three years ago, when Guy was participating in
an in-line hockey tournament in Europe (one of several
European tournaments in which the then 11-year-old Guy
had already participated). A coach from another team
remarked to Roie that Guy showed exceptional promise as a
hockey player. That coach
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Call For Nominations 
 

Effective June 2017, there will be FOUR vacancies in the number of Elected Directors on the Winnipeg 
Board of Jewish Education (WBJE). The term of office for an Elected Director is three years. The WBJE may 
extend or condense the term for certain Elected Directors for the purpose of ensuring that the 
recommended slate consists of a similar number of individuals each year, (pursuant to Article 8.1 of the 
By-Laws of the WBJE) 
 
Criteria 
 

Pursuant to Article V(1) of the WBJE By-Laws, the WBJE approves specific criteria to be met by candidates 
seeking to be elected to the WBJE. On December 1st, 2016, the WBJE approved the following criteria for 
election of new Directors to the WBJE in June 2017. 
 

Candidates must meet one of the following criteria approved by the WBJE for the 2017 election: 
 

 Marketing and Communications Experience 
 Financial Leadership and Financial Expertise 
 Governance and By-Law Development 
 Fundraising Development and Strategy 

 
Candidates 
 

On February 9th, 2017, the WBJE approved the following slate of candidates who meet the approved 
criteria and eligibility requirements*  (Pursuant to Article V(2)): 
 

Tara Kozlowich 
Diane Shindleman 

Marla Levene 
Laura Kravetsky-Chisick 

 
Pursuant to Article V(3), other individuals who meet the eligibility requirements and approved criteria 
may file an application to add their name to the slate of candidates. Application forms are available at the 
WBJE office, or by contacting Lisa Boroditsky, Executive Assistant at 
204-477-7425 or wbje@grayacademy.ca.  
 
Completed application forms must be submitted to the WBJE office: 
 Attention Tracy Kasner Greaves, Chair, Governance Committee  
at A202-123 Doncaster Street or at wbje@grayacademy.ca no later than May 1st, 2017. 
 
*Candidates must also meet the following eligibility requirements set out in the By-Laws: 

Article V(4)  only contributing members shall be entitled to stand for election to the Board 
Article III(3)  ion with the Winnipeg Jewish 
Community of at least eighteen (18) years of age who, by the 1st business day in February immediately preceding 
Election Day, has paid a contribution of $18.00 or more to the Combined Jewish Appeal for its current campaign as well 
as made a donation of $18.00 or more to t  
Article VI(3)  All Directors of the Corporation shall be Contributing Members as described herein and shall not be, nor 
shall members of their immediate family be, employees of the Corporation. 
Article VI(3)(a)   

Young Israeli hockey phenom now calls Winnipeg home
Family moves here to further 13-year-old Guy Rozin’s hockey career

The Rozin family (l-r): mother Pnina, 16-year-old Roni, 13-year-old
Guy, father Roie, and nine-year-old Etay. (All three of the Rozin chil-
dren attend the Gray Academy, by the way.) Sports run in the blood of
this family. Father Roie played soccer for Maccabi Tel Aviv, while Roni
is a gymnast and Etay is a tennis player.

Continued on next page.

JWC Class of '87 Alumni 
30th Reunion Weekend 

June 9-11, 2017
All past staff invited to the brunch on 

Sunday, June 11th, 2017

For more information, please contact 
Tracy Kowal (Mahon) 

at tracy.kowal@yahoo.ca



said Guy “has something in his head – he’s
very smart, and very fast, and I need to do
something with him,” that coach suggested.

“Two years ago he started to play ice hockey
in Israel. We have only two rinks in Israel,”
Roie noted.

I mentioned to him that I had been to the new
rink in Holon a few years ago, when I went to
watch a group of expatriate Canadians and
Americans (along with a sprinkling of former
Russians) play scrub hockey in a game orga-
nized by former Winnipegger Danny Spodek.

Roie said, “Everybody who saw him (Guy)
said ‘he’s a great player, you must do some-
thing’, so we decided to move to Canada –
that’s the big reason – to play hockey.”

When I mentioned David Levin’s name to
Roie, he immediately interjected, saying
“David Levin is the best friend to us. I talk with
him every two to three days. His father
coached my son. He loves my son and he told
me ‘Your son is much better than my son was
at his age.’ ”

Before making the decision to move to
Winnipeg though, Roie said that he and Guy
visited three other cities in Canada where he
tried out for different teams – in Vancouver,
Calgary, and Toronto. “They all wanted him,”
Roie noted, but we decided to move to
Winnipeg.

“Why?” I asked. 
“Because of Abe (Anhang)”, Roie answered.

“We also loved the area. We love the weather.
Israel is very hot, but this area is good for hockey.”

I asked Roie whether he knew how many kids in Israel are actually play-
ing ice hockey these days. He said that the figure is 5,000. “Wow!” I said.
“Playing ice hockey?”

“Yes,” Guy insisted - “ice hockey.”

I asked Roie what type of work he is doing in Winnipeg right now. He
told me that he is currently employed as a cook (at the Falafel Place), but
that he was a warehouse manager in Israel, also that he was self-employed
for a time. (I mentioned to him that I would note that he would prefer to be
working in his chosen area of expertise, i.e. warehouse management, in
case anyone reading this might know of a position for Roie somewhere.)

Pnina Rozin is also not working yet in her chosen field – as a nurse, as
she will have to take courses to be accredited to work in that field here. In
the meantime she is working as a companion for a private company.

Unlike other Israelis who have come here, however, the Rozins left
behind what Roie described as a very “comfortable” life in Israel, all for
the sake of Guy, so that he could pursue his dream of playing hockey.

I asked Roie what kind of player Guy is. “Is he really fast?” I wondered.
(I later found out Guy is only 5’ tall – not unusual for a kid his age, but cer-
tainly not a prime asset when it comes to moving up in higher leagues as
he gets older, unless he grows quite a bit.)

“Look,” Roie explained, “In Israel – and in Europe, it’s different than
here. The kids play four-on-four. Nobody can catch him.

“Here, he’s very fast, but he’s not the fastest - but he’s very smart,” Roie
added.

This past season Guy’s team ended up as city champion in its division,

Bantam 2 (after finishing fourth in a five-team
league, but winning the playoffs in a seven-game
series.

Asked to comment on Guy’s progress as a play-
er this year, his team’s coach, Jeff Sveinson, said
that Guy had shown remarkable progress. 

“He’s very small, but he’s very skilled, “ Jeff
commented. When I told him that I understood
that Guy had only taken up ice skating two years
ago, Jeff was absolutely astonished to hear that,
saying that he had no idea that it was such a short
time ago that Guy actually stepped on the ice for
the first time. 

Guy’s two siblings are also excellent athletes,
Roie adds. Sixteen-year-old Roni is a gymnast,
while nine-year-old Etay is a tennis player.

Roie himself was quite the athlete in his day, he
told me, playing soccer for Maccabi Tel Aviv at
one point. He says he was forced to stop playing
relatively young due to injuries he sustained play-
ing soccer.

He also made this interesting observation
(which I found quite sad): “In Israel we had a lot
of friends; there were lots of things to do. After
school the kids would go out. Here we’re alone,
we don’t have friends, someone to talk to except
for Abe (Anhang).”

I was surprised to hear Roie say what he just
said, so I asked him: “You know there are sup-
posed to be 4,500 mostly Russian Israelis here?”

He answered this way: “Yes, there might be
5,000 but the 5,000 are not connected to anybody. 

“You know, the Russian Jewish community,”
Roie continued - “this is a closed community.

They don’t want you to come into their community. I had a lot of Russian
friends in Israel, but they don’t want you to be part of their community.”

(I said to Roie that I knew there used to be a group of native-born Israelis
who used to play soccer indoors at the Rady JCC. I told him that I’m going
to try and find out whether those same guys still play soccer together. Later,
I found out that they’ve stopped playing. It seems that age and the wear and
tear on knees have taken their toll for most of those players.)

Still, I have to say that, as interesting as the story of how the entire Rozin
family came to end up in Winnipeg is, I found it all somewhat hard to
understand. Hockey fans will no doubt have heard of families that have
made the move from the U.S. to Canada so that their sons could have fam-
ilies live nearby while they pursued their dreams of making it to the NHL,
but to come all the way from Israel? That’s dedication on an entirely dif-
ferent level. As I said to Roie at the end of our conversation, “Let’s hope
that Guy has a growth spurt” because, sad to say, the prospects for small-
ish hockey players, no matter how fast or smart, are quite limited in a game
that is increasingly dominated by behemoths.

I suppose we’ll know how this story turns out in a few years.
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TO GIVE OR LEARN MORE CHW NATIONAL OFFICE

CANADIAN HADASSAH-WIZO 
(CHW) 2017 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
 FUNDRAISING GOAL = $1.5M

Canadian Hadassah-WIZO (CHW) 
passionately supports programs and 
services for Children, Healthcare, and 
Women in Israel and Canada.

Your Generosity Helps CHW to Invest 
in People to Change the World. 

$100  
Provides shelter and nutritious 
food to a vulnerable child, supporting 
learning, playing, and growing.

$500 
Supports a woman who struggles 
each day to feed her children. She 
will also receive job skills training 
and guidance that will empower her.

$250  
Gives immediate access to life-
saving surgery to a patient who 
has experienced a stroke, thus 
making full recovery possible.

$1000+  
Leads the way by providing 

Children, improve Healthcare, 

and support Women.

Your support is the most 
powerful tool you have to 
help change the world.

info@chw.ca

www.chw.ca www.facebook.com/ 
CanadianHadassahWIZO

1.855.477.5964
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Guy in action, playing for the Winnipeg
Monarchs II. He only started skating on ice
two years ago.

Continued from previous page.

Unlike other Israelis who have come
here, however, the Rozins left behind

what Roie described as a very “comfort-
able” life in Israel, all for the sake of

Guy, so that he could pursue his dream
of playing hockey.



10 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, April 12, 2017

Community news

affected our
synagogues,
it’s been a
general dis-

affection on the part of so many Jews toward
attending synagogue in general that has put sev-
eral of them in difficult circumstances.

I communicated with representatives of three
different synagogues: The Shaarey Zedek, Etz
Chayim, and Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia; along with
Rabbi Shmuly Altein of the Chabad Lubavitch.
What I found was not unexpected and totally
consistent with what I had been hearing from
hotels and event centres: There are far fewer
Jewish weddings being held in synagogues than
used to be the case in years past and, when it
comes to holding a wedding, a bar or bat mitz-
vah, or even a funeral, Jews here don’t want to have to join a synagogue in
order to hold a life cycle event there.

As such, some synagogues, especially the Shaarey Zedek, have been tak-
ing great pains to try and accommodate the different requests being made
of them.

Ian Staniloff, Executive Director of the Shaarey Zedek, told me a fasci-
nating story that illustrates just how much synagogues might have to bend
in order to keep up with the changing times.

It was a few years ago, Ian said, when a member of the Shaarey Zedek
congregation approached him with an unheard of request: A family mem-
ber was going to be buried at the Rosh Pina Cemetery, but this Shaarey
Zedek member wanted the service to be held at the Shaarey Zedek, not at
the Etz Chayim (which would have been the only acceptable alternative to
that point).

In years past, Ian continued, such a request would have been turned
down, but in this case it turned into a paradigm shifting moment for Ian and
he acceded to that member’s request. That radical departure from past prac-
tice also led Ian to the realization that insisting on families joining the
Shaarey Zedek if they wanted to hold a bar or bat mitzvah there was also
going to have to be discarded.

As a result, several families that are new to Winnipeg have been holding
bar mitzvahs at the Shaarey Zedek without actually having joined the syn-
agogue as members. (There’s a financial aspect to this too, as joining a syn-
agogue is something that very few of the Russian-Israeli families who have
moved here have been choosing to do, since synagogues in Israel do not
charge fees – never mind that most Jews in Russia grew up without much
connection to Judaism period.) At the same time though, Ian suggested that
bringing those families into the fold by allowing them to hold bar or bat
mitzvahs at the Shaarey Zedek is absolutely in keeping with the syna-
gogue’s mission. 

In terms of actual numbers, Ian said that the Shaarey Zedek hosted over
20 bar or bat mitzvahs in the past year, and 12 weddings.

What does this have to do with kosher food and families choosing to hold
their weddings or other simchas outside the ambit of a synagogue, you
might ask?

Just as the Shaarey Zedek has been attempting to keep up with the wish-
es of its congregants to modernize services and open itself up to new ways
of thinking, it also has to modernize its physical facilities, Ian Staniloff
conceded.

“Our auditorium is definitely a drawback”, when it comes to attracting
weddings, Ian admitted. Modernizing the aged auditorium is very high on
the agenda of the synagogue board, he suggested, and a renovation of the
one very outdated part of what still remains a beautiful building will begin
within the very near future, Ian predicted.

At the same time though, with soon-to-be-Rabbi Matthew Leibl attract-
ing new congregants and energizing existing ones, there has been an
“uptick” in bar and bat mitzvah bookings at the Shaarey Zedek, Ian noted,

with some bookings having been made as far
ahead as 2019 and 2020.

While pressure to modernize has resulted
in many major changes at the Shaarey Zedek,
the other Conservative synagogue in
Winnipeg, the Etz Chayim, has been more
resistant to change. 

I asked Jonathan Buchwald, Executive
Director of Etz Chayim, whether that syna-
gogue would consider letting a non-member
family hold a bar or bat mitzvah there.

Jonathan replied that “Currently we still
require membership for Bar/Bat Mitzvah.
Our Board is always discussing current
trends and looking for creative solutions
within the parameters of conservative

Judaism to accommodate any family wishing to have a simcha at Etz
Chayim.”

The fact is, however, that the Etz Chayim is woefully underused in com-
parison with years past. I asked how many weddings and bar or bat mitz-
vahs the synagogue typically plays host to these days. 

Jonathan answered “We’ve been averaging about 10-12 Bars/Bats per
year and 2 -3 weddings per year.”

Given the relative underutilization of such a huge building, therefore, I
subsequently asked Jonathan whether the synagogue “would consider
catering an outside event at another venue if it were asked” in order to
make better use of its admirable catering department?

Jonathan’s reply was that “If the event were under the auspices of the
synagogue we would consider doing outside catering as long as it met with
our current standards of Kashrut.”

The Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia synagogue is another venue that has a thor-
oughly modern kosher kitchen and that is capable of hosting far more func-
tions than it presently does. According to Faith Kaplan of the synagogue,
in response to a question from me how many simchas are typically held
there, “Ardith (Henoch)’s was the last wedding we hosted. There are 2 or
3 bar mitzvahs a year, plus the odd celebratory luncheon or dinner.”

As I mentioned, I also spoke with Rabbi Shmuly Altein, who is with the
Chabad Lubavitch here. According to Rabbi Altein, the Chabad here had
approximately “20 bar mitzvahs in the past year, mostly for newcomers” to
Winnipeg. As is the case with many events held at the Chabad Lubavitch,
there is usually no cost involved for the family of the bar mitzvah.

In the final analysis, the dearth of kosher venues – outside of the syna-
gogues, has not served as a deterrent for families looking to hold a major
Jewish simcha. Various facilities have made it known that they are capable
of accommodating requests to provide kosher food, but the one facility that
attempted to separate itself from the others by operating a year-round
kosher kitchen, the Fairmont, found that there was almost no demand for
that service.

Once one of the lynchpins of Jewish identity, kashrut evidently has fall-
en so far down the list of priorities for most Jews in Winnipeg that not a
single hotel or event centre operates a kosher kitchen any more.

And, while it’s still possible to hold a kosher event outside of a syna-
gogue in Winnipeg, there just isn’t much of a demand for kosher food for
any event, aside from the several Jewish organizations that still have to
abide by an insistence on serving kosher food at any event they host.

Finally, the one synagogue that seems to have been able to re-establish its
place as a popular venue for bar or bar mitzvahs – the Shaarey Zedek, has
also opened itself up to non-member for those events. No doubt tradition-
alists must be anguished over the changes that have taken place in our com-
munity, but one thing is certain for Winnipeg’s Jewish community, if the
lessons learned here are to have any impact at all: Adapt or die.

Kosher simcha
Continued from page 7.

Gray Academy of Jewish Education places first in Canada in Grade 8 Math
League, number one in region for Grade 7, and in the top five for Grade 6

April 7, 2017 – Gray Academy of Jewish Education proudly reports
that its students placed first in Canada in the Grade 8 Canadian National
Math League, first in Manitoba and Saskatchewan for Grade 7, and in the
top 5 in the region for Grade 6. In addition, five individual students
placed in the top six in the region in Grade 7, and six students placed in
the top 26 in the country in Grade 8. The Math League is an organization
that prepares challenging math contests for students in Grades 4-10.
Students from around the world challenge this contest as a measure of
math competency.

We celebrate our students who have annually placed in the top of the
Math League. “We are proud of the teaching and learning, from early ele-
mentary and onwards, that have led to these exceptional results.” Says
Lori Binder, Head of School. “Gray Academy’s educational program

provides a supportive environment in which students are comfortable
taking on challenges that impact their learning.”

The school placed in the top 10 in Canada for Grade 7 out of 120
schools. Grade 7 student Justin Segall placed first in the region and 19th
in the country. Justin, Sarah Marks, Eitan Pitch, Jillian Roitenberg, and
Adrianna Nimmons all placed in the top six for Manitoba and
Saskatchewan.

In the Grade 8 category, Gray Academy placed first in Canada out of
162 schools. Nina Eilberg, Isaac Gall, Elizabeth Smolyaninov, Ron
Ulitsky, Isaac Kaplan, and Sam Segal all placed in the top 26 in the coun-
try. “Our students worked hard to achieve the results they did. This was
a culmination of math studies of the past few years.” Says Jamie Kagan,
Grade 7 and 8 math teacher.

JONATHAN
BUCHWALD

Executive Director of
Etz Chayim

IAN
STANILOFF

Executive Director of
the Shaarey Zedek
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Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
In the recent issue of “Oyfn Shvel” dedicated to Jewish

women, the poet Rivka Basman Ben Haim remembers
her lonely childhood in Lithuania, the years in the camps
during the Holocaust, immigrating to Israel and her role
as the last great Yiddish poet alive. The translator Zelda
Kahan Newman recently published the poet’s poems in
English translation in the book “The Thirteen Hour”. The
poems are full of vigor and optimism, sun and love. A
great Passover gift. A freylekhn peysekh. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Hebrew University launches cannabis
research center with “high” aspirations

JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem has launched a marijuana research center in a bid
to take a leading role in the burgeoning field.

The Multidisciplinary Center on Cannabinoid Research,
announced by the university on Wednesday, will be staffed
by leading scientists and doctors, including the Israeli
chemistry professor considered the father of cannabis
research. It will conduct and coordinate research on
cannabis and its biological effects with an eye toward com-
mercial solutions.

“There is so much interest in cannabis at the moment, but
a lot remains unknown about its mechanism of action,” Dr.
Joseph Tam, the director of the center, told JTA. “My belief
is that our multidisciplinary center will lead global research
and answer these questions.”

Tam said that no other center in the world has such a
broad approach to cannabis research, from agriculture to
chemistry, from drug delivery to pharmacology and to
chemical development. In addition to bringing together the
27 cannabis researchers at Hebrew University and its affil-
iated Hadassah Medical Center, the center will draw on
other specialists on campus, including in the fields of nan-
otechnology and pain and brain science. It also will collab-
orate with scientists and biotech companies around the
world.

Last month, ahead of its official opening, the center fund-
ed research projects on the use of the chemical compounds
in cannabis, called cannabinoids, on traumatic brain injury,
the cancer-fighting potential of a cannabinoid receptor and
the effect of a cannabis extract on pain and painkillers. It
also has signed a memorandum of understanding with The
Lambert Initiative, a medical cannabis research center at
the University of Sydney in Australia.

Israel is known as a pioneer in cannabis research, which
was long hindered worldwide by drug laws and social
taboo. Raphael Mechoulam kick-started the field in 1964,
when he discovered tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC, the
main psychoactive constituent of cannabis. 

Spotted on a lamp post on Corydon by one of our
readers: A poster advertising a meeting at the Gwen
Secter Centre at which attendees were to be given
free cannabis seeds. In response to a question
whether Gwen Secter was now encouraging bobes
and zaides to become potheads, Gwen Secter
Executive Director Becky Chisick explained “We had
an external room rental. Not part of the Gwen Secter
programming”. 
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A “Fishy” story

Remembering That Carp in My Grandparents’ Bathtub
By LYNNE DAROFF FOOSANER

(Kveller via JTA) – My grandmother was a
super shopper even before the advent of super-
markets and coupons. In those days, each food
group had its own store, so that every neighbor-
hood had a butcher shop, fish market, dairy, deli
and grocery.

Shopping with Grandma was an all-day expe-
rience. Time stood still as she filled her cart with
the biggest, the fattest, the freshest, the juiciest
of foods. Her culinary talents were legendary;
the local shopkeepers greeted her by name and
brought out their finest products for her inspec-
tion. Grandma, trained as a professional chef in
the “old” country, ratcheted into high gear dur-
ing holiday seasons, especially Passover.

Passover brought us to the most exciting
adventure of all: the fish market.

The fish market was a hoot. In those days, fish
wasn’t displayed in a refrigerated case, packed
in ice or neatly shrink-wrapped. Nor was it available as little sticks or
cakes, all filleted, breaded, seasoned and boxed in the freezer section. 

No, in the days when “fresh” meant “alive,” fish swam freely in long
wooden troughs outfitted with rubber hoses to bubble and circulate the
water. The general wetness of the environment was augmented by thrash-
ing, splashing fish.

Grandma always tried to restrain me, but my curiosity and perseverance
won every time. While she sized up the creatures, I stood on a wooden
bench and hung over the edge of the trough, leaning into the swirling mass
of cold-blooded vertebrates, hands extended, trying to capture myself a pet.

In honor of Passover, the fishery annually brought in unusually large
stocks of huge, fierce-looking carp that flopped about wildly. Grandma, in
respectful awe of the sizable beasts, insisted I wait just at the edge of the
puddle-soaked floor while she sidled into the sea of kerchiefed women who
shouted, jabbered and pointed out fish to the workers.

Once she turned her attention to the task at hand, however, I always man-
aged to wiggle through the crowd and take my place on the wooden bench.
I watched Grandma’s intense concentration, amazed that she could select
exactly which fish she wanted. The hapless carp was captured, tagged and
then delivered alive to Grandma’s house, where it swam freely in the bath-
tub for one day. I would drive Grandma crazy visiting it. Ignoring
Grandma’s pleas not to get too “friendly” with the fish, I would name it,
then lean over the rim of the bathtub and get soaked trying to pet it.

The following morning the household rose especially early. It was the
first seder day and there were endless chores to finish and mountains of
food to prepare. That’s when my Grandpa grimly appeared at the bathroom
door, surveyed the situation and wrestled that fish into a waiting towel. It

squirmed and thrashed in Grandpa’s arms.
Naughty words sprang from Grandpa’s mouth,
in English, Yiddish, Hungarian, Russian and
Polish – he was a multilingual curser!

In a desperate last thrust for freedom, the fish
flew out of Grandpa’s arms and onto the floor.
Grandpa began to sweat profusely before he
finally managed to half-drag, half-push it across
the floor into the kitchen. Unfortunately, it was
also Grandpa’s job to hasten the fish to its
greater reward in heaven. Grandma stood by,
waving a dish towel, criticizing, suggesting,
directing – but mostly crying for the fish’s immi-
nent death, even though it was the natural order
of things for carp to be transformed into gefilte
fish patties. Grandma, with a soft heart for all
living creatures, often passed up eating her own
homemade gefilte fish. I, on the other hand, had
no difficulty gobbling up my previous one-day
pet.

As the years passed, the Passover carp scenario played out over and over.
Supermarkets eventually supplanted the fishery and all the mom-and-pop
stores. Live food disappeared from view, except for the occasional lobster,
replaced with prepackaged and sanitized choices.

My mother did not follow in Grandma’s footsteps. Mother would not
play hostess and executioner to a live fish, even if it meant no gefilte fish
for Passover. But fortunately for Mother, by the time she assumed the man-
tle of matriarch, gefilte fish was available ready to eat from jars and cans.
Mother created a new Passover tradition in our family. My children’s mem-
ories consist of watching their grandmother wrestle blobs of gefilte fish out
of a jar, wipe off the weird jelly stuff and plop the patties onto a waiting
platter of lettuce.

Today, with my Grandma and Mother both gone, I’m the new matriarch
and a grandmother, too. It is my responsibility and joy to prepare the
Passover table. But even with all the modern conveniences and choices
available to me, visions of my Grandma and our carp-drenched bathroom
fill my heart, to say nothing of the melt-in-your-mouth fish made tastier by
the added ingredient of Grandma’s love. To me, Passover is gefilte fish and
no grandchild of mine should eat an assembly-line appetizer from a jar like
my mother served.

No, my grandchildren deserve old-fashioned, handmade food. So I plan
to have the entire meal catered.

(Lynne Daroff Foosaner is a freelance writer, political activist, artist and
grandmother, not necessarily in that order.)

Kveller is a thriving community of women and parents who convene
online to share, celebrate and commiserate their experiences of raising
kids through a Jewish lens. Visit Kveller.com.

Ignoring Grandma’s pleas not to get too
“friendly” with the fish, I would name it, then
lean over the rim of the bathtub and get
soaked trying to pet it.



The weekend of April 28-30 promises to be a
stimulating and though-provoking one as
the Shaarey Zedek Congregation welcomes

well-known author and thinker, Dr. Ron Wolfson.
We’ve been running ads previewing that week-
end’s upcoming schedule. (See page 32 of this
issue.)

Recently I was invited to listen in on an on-line
interview Chris Yaren, Chair of the Scholars
Committee at the Shaarey Zedek, conducted with
Wolfson. During the course of this very interest-
ing interview Yaren led Wolfson through a
detailed examination how the synagogue can
serve as the basis for Jewish renewal in the 21st
century.

Following are excerpts from that interview:
Wolfson: I think synagogues and community

institutions are really important. We have to
change up our model in the 21st century if we’re
going to engage more people in organized
Jewish life, especially in synagogues.

I’ve worked for 20 years on synagogue renewal and synagogue transfor-
mation.

We worked on this project called Synagogue 2000. Between us we had
several hundred synagogues working with us on synagogue transformation.
I wrote some books. One was “The Spirituality of Welcoming”, then
“Relational Judaism”, based on the work we did helping synagogues figure
out how we can move from the 20th century to a 21st century model of syn-
agogue engagement.

Our major point was we had to work on worship renewal and we had to
work on improving the welcoming ambience in the synagogue.

Every synagogue I’ve ever visited and every synagogue I’ve ever worked
with thinks it’s a wonderful, warm, and welcoming place – and it is – for
the regulars, but for the newcomers, or the ones who are there for a bar or
bat mitzvah or the ones seeking spiritual renewal, it’s a whole different
kind of experience and it’s hard for us to wrap our heads around it, but one
of the things I try to do in working with synagogues is to get people there
to stand in the shoes of someone who’s coming from Omaha to attend a bar
or bat mitzvah or family simcha, and they walk in and no one from the con-
gregation says ‘hello’. That ‘s pretty devastating.

So, if we’re going to do a reversal of that we have a lot of work to do in
learning the skills of creating that welcoming ambience.

The point is synagogues do a lot of wonderful things, but if someone
comes to synagogue for a program or for a worship experience and they
leave not having met another human being in the room, then something is
wrong. Yes, new people have to make their presence known, but we can do
a whole lot better in welcoming the stranger and letting in new people.

Yaren: When you wrote “The Spirituality of Welcoming”, you wrote that
you were willing to stake your career on one statement: ‘The future of the
Jewish community  in America is directly connected to the effectiveness of
synagogues in transforming the Jewish people.’

What about the Jewish people needed transforming?

Wolfson: What I was getting at was that we needed to get Jewish people
and those that live with Jews deeper into Jewish life….I was talking about
synagogue more (in that book), not communalist work, although in
“Relational Judaism” I broadened the category to any Jewish organization.

Jews tend to have transactional relationships with synagogues and orga-
nizations.

Take synagogues for example: I pay my dues and you give me a rabbi to
call, a bar or bat mitzvah for my kid,  seats for the high holidays, and that’s
about it. That’s a transaction. 

The proof in the pudding is that when many Jews have their bar or bat
mitzvahs and the kids go off to college, people tend to drop away from reg-
ular attendance at the synagogue, regular involvement in the synagogue –
and that’s really a shame because you would hope that over those 10 or 12
years of involvement people would really engage in a deeper way than
transactional. That’s what I mean by ‘relational’.

Yaren: You wouldn’t walk away from a friend.

Wolfson: Right, it’s easy to quit an institution; it’s not so easy to quit
friends.

Yaren: What does a sacred community look like?

Wolfson: A sacred community to me is a community that focuses on the

people in the community, not necessarily the
programming as the only way to engage people.
That’s my critique of the 20th century model of
engagement.

I think a sacred community is a community of
sacred relationships – with people that are going
to be together in good times and bad – and that
leads you to a sense of meaning in your life, a
sense of purpose: What am I supposed to do with
my life and a sense of belonging?  I’ve got
friends, and a place to celebrate the blessings in
my life.

The synagogue is the bedrock sacred commu-
nity of the Jewish community as a
whole….That’s why I thought ‘let’s first tackle
the synagogue and
see whether we can’t
improve upon the
synagogue as engag-
ing people in both
deeper connection to

Judaism and to each other’.

Yaren: So, what are some of the things that
you’ve seen work? What can a synagogue do to
nurture wide scale relationship building?

Wolfson: You never solve a challenge until
you  identify the challenge, so one of our chal-
lenges is to go deeper than this transactional,
programmatic model which many synagogues
have – and which many other Jewish institutions
have.

So, the theory of let’s just throw  a whole series
of programs together – and they’re often very
good, and we’ll get people to come together –
that’s not sufficient because I can get a health
club with 24-hour fitness and I can get - here in
Los Angeles, where I live, an independent rabbi
who I can hire, and I can get a bar mitzvah in my
back yard, so why do
I need a synagogue?

And the Internet has
transformed every-
thing. It used to be
that if I needed a
scholar I had to go to
the synagogue and ask
questions, but now
with a click of a
mouse I can find a
million things to do
for a Passover seder
(for example).

So, what’s the spe-
cific value offer that a
synagogue can make
to people that would
justify their engage-
ment in the life of a
sacred community?

I think it’s relation-
al. In my book I iden-
tify nine levels of
relationships, but it’s
relationships that help
me figure out who’s
the best me I can be.
It’s strengthening my
family, it’s giving me
a group of friends, it’s
teaching me more
about Jewish practice,
and it’s teaching me
about ideas, and it’s
connecting me to a
broader community,
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Ron Wolfson interviewed
Re-envisioning the synagogue in the 21st century

CHRIS YAREN,
Chair of the

Scholars Committee
at the Shaarey

Zedek, in a screen-
shot taken as he was

interviewing Ron
Wolfson on-line on

April 7

RON WOLFSON
will be the scholar-
in-residence at the

Shaarey Zedek
April 28-30.

(See ad on page 32
for the schedule.)

Continued on page
29. See “Wolfson”.
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Impact and advantages of 
Trump on Canada and Israel 

at Kanee speaker event 
By HELENA KAUFMAN 

As the USA hovers at 100 days
into a new presidency, Donald
Trump’s administration proves it’s
still not business as usual in
Washington. People around the
world reconsider their plans. From
personal travel to national resource
allocation and foreign platforms,
change is afoot. Amidst this uncer-
tainty, the 12th annual Sol and
Florence Kanee Distinguished
Speaker offers relevant insights at
the May 8 event at 7:30 p.m at the
Shaarey Zedek Congregation.

Recent Canadian Ambassador to
the U.S. (2009-2016) and former
Premier of Manitoba (1999-2009),
Gary Doer, is set to speak on:
“Style & Substance: The new
Washington’s impact on Canada
and Israel”. 

“Anyone in the Canadian public
understands that not all is as apparent to the outside world of what goes on
in Washington as general media can portray,” said Gary Doer in a recent
interview with the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada. 

He’ll share insights from his years of face to face access to Washington’s
influencers and decision makers. His observations cover President
Obama’s time and transition to where he sees America going with the
Trump administration. Topics Doer is often asked about, such as the econ-
omy, climate change, trade, cultural relations, oil and immigration are also
expected to be covered in the question period. 

Doer promises his take on Trump to be current and pertinent to the home-
town audience. He has a close relationship to the local Jewish community,

has participated as premier on a mission to Israel and holds great
respect for the life of Sol Kanee and other local Jewish philan-
thropists’ efforts in Canada and Israel. 

On Trump himself, Doer predicted a win for the self promoted
deal maker. “The bottom line is the American people made a deci-
sion and it included the style that Trump exhibited during his
entire campaign. 

“Change is very, very powerful in politics,” he said. “An emo-
tion is more persuasive in marketing and in politics than logic. So
of course we have the results that we have.”

Now Canada must deal with the reality and look for leverage.
“One of the biggest issues going forward will be in how the two
countries define their relationship as allies. This will affect
Canada’s role on the world stage and interaction with the USA on
critical negotiations which, among others, include NAFTA, mili-
tary commitments, and even currency manipulation.” 

How will America’s new style and actions impact Israel? Is
there a Republican advantage for Canada? Can Manitobans bene-
fit? Hearing Doer’s global experience applied locally may be a
good bet. For information or tickets contact the Jewish Heritage
centre (204)478-8590 or visit www.jhcwc.org/

The event supports the work of the JHC as a leader in anti
racism and Holocaust education and its 2017 focus-ongoing
development of its internationally in demand searchable photo
and publication archives and artifacts collection. 

GARY DOER
Recent Canadian Ambassador to
the U.S. (2009-2016) and former
Premier of Manitoba (1999-
2009).
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Hula Lake Park a masterpiece of Israeli engineering
By MYRON LOVE

One of the first priorities for the new State of Israel in 1948 immedi-
ately after the final ceasefire in the War of Independece was
declared was the draining of the malarial Hula Swamp in northern

Israel. By the late 1950s, the work was completed and the Hula Valley
became home to several kibbutzim, moshavim and rich agricultural fields.

Israeli authorities, however, soon realized that they had gone too far –
having destroyed essential nature habitat.

The Great Rift Valley runs from east Africa through Israel northward into
eastern Europe. Anywhere from 500-million to one-billion birds fly this
route twice a year – in the spring and fall -and the Hula Marsh was one of
the fueling and resting points for the migratory birds. As a result of the
awareness of the ecologica damage that draining of the marsh had caused
Israel created Hula Lake Park, known in Hebrew as Agamon HaHula, in
the southern part of the Hula Valley, north of the nature reserve and distinct
from it. It was established as part of a JNF rehabilitation project.

The nature reserve was our third stop on the second day of our JNF tour
of Israel.

The Hula Valley Birding Centre is a hub of scientific research aimed at
promoting the protection of birds (and other species) and their habitat.
Regular daily activities include monitoring the different populations, rec-
ognizing changes and trends in the field, and acting to protect differet
species’ diversity and habitats.

The first sight we saw after piling off the bus was a large sign – in
Hebrew and English - announcing the construction of the Stephen J. Harper
Agamon KKL/JNF Hula Valley Bird Sanctuary Visitor and Education
Centre. The centre, being built with funds largely raised by JNF Canada,
will be a 4,000-square-metre, state-of-the-art scientific and educational
facility that will link Israel with scientific communities and travellers from
around the world.

To enter the Hula Lake Park, we passed through a large room replete with
information, a food kiosk and gift shop.

There are three ways to get around the lake (four if you want to walk).
Transportation options are: bicycles (we saw a number of younger people

cycling around the lake and young families); two-seater vehicles with
steering wheels and pedals; and motorized carts which can seat four or six
people. Our group climbed into the motorized carts.

After driving for a distance along the east side of the lake, we stopped and
disembarked while our guide filled us in on the bird sanctuary. (There is a
second such bird sanctuary near Eilat). On the other side of the road, in a
park like setting, a bride and groom were posing for wedding photos.

Our guide noted that most of the cranes had departed for more northern
climes just a couple of days before. The cranes, he pointed out, nest among
the papyrus plants in the water and are hard

JNF tour group disembarking from water barge at Hula Bird
Sanctuary

Continued on next page.



to spot. They emerge close to dusk. 
He also discussed storks, raptors

and other birds that stop over at the
bird sanctuary.

Continuing on our way, we
stopped a little farther along to take
photos of ducks. I sampled a leaf
from a mustard plant – definitely
not to my liking.

On our third stop, we disem-
barked and boarded to a barge to
take us across a narrow stretch of
water. The barge had a black, rub-
bery type of floor with a fence all
around and was pulled from one
shore to another by pulling on a
rope.

After crossing to the
other side, we walked
on a little further to a
semi-enclosed wood-
en structure where a
very entertaining
birder by the name of
Shai Agmon gave us a
lesson in ringing and
measuring birds.

Agmon had origi-
nally come to the area
to volunteer on a near-
by kibbutz before
going into army, he
said. He liked the area
so much that he came
back to stay after fin-
ishing his service.

He introduced us to a Eurasian warbler. He proceeded to put a band
around the bird’s leg, which provided details of its birth. 

He then took several measurements of the warbler, which he passed on
to a young assistant behind him. He then let the bird fly free.

I asked what the species’ life expectancy was. He jokingly responded:
“From the time the bird is born until the moment it dies.” Seriously, he
noted  that a great many die within the first year – but that those that sur-
vive the first year can expect to live eight or nine years and that one such
warbler has lived 19 years.

Agmon could also tell by the warbler’s wingspan how far north it would
fly (probably as far as Hungary).

He was also asked about the incidence and spread of Avian Flu in birds
in the wild. 

He noted that the problem is more a danger to domesticated species that
live in close proximity to each other. In the wild, the birds die before they
can pass the disease on to other birds.

After returning to our vehicles, we made one more stop. On the side of
the road was a small herd of Asian buffalo near a hay wagon. And, in the
distance, sitting on a tree stump, was a majestic-looking eagle.

With dusk beginning to fall and temperatures cooling off, it was time to
get back on our bus and return to our hotel.
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EXTRA EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT

R
e i d e r
Insurance,
which cele-

brated its 50th
anniversary last
year, is excited to
announce that,
after the sale of
Leipsic/Horizon
insurance and
more recently,
Saper Insurance
Reider Insurance
is the ONLY
J e w i s h - o w n e d
and operated
insurance broker
in Manitoba.

In 1966 Morley
Reider opened the
doors to Reider
Insurance. Fifty
years later and
now with eight
locations in
Manitoba the
company is cur-
rently operated
by Morley’s sons,
Ronald, Shale
and Ray Reider.
As well, the latest
addition to the firm is Tiffany Reider, representing the third generation of
the Reider family to join the family business.

Reider Insurance prides itself on its vision to be the industry leader in
customer service and in its commitment to clients. 

Ronald Reider says, “Insurance is very complex and we help by making
sure that our clients have the right coverage. Many people spend more time
researching when buying a cellphone than they do when buying insurance.
Clients need to have good, sound advice, and this is what we specialize in.”

Reider Insurance represents all the major insurance companies and
makes it very easy to transfer your policy. 

With seven locations in the city (and one in rural Manitoba) to serve you,
drop in today for a free quote on your insurance.

(l-r): SHALE, RAY, RONALD, and TIFFANY
REIDER of Reider Insurance, now the only
Jewish-owned and operated insurance broker in
the province

Travelling around the hula bird sanctuary in motorized carts 

Hula Bird Sanctuary chief bird
ringer Shai Agmon describing
the life of Eurasian warbler

Stephen Harper plaque announcing Stephen
J. Harper Agamon KKL/JNF Hula Valley
Bird Sanctuary Visitor and Education
Centre.

Continued from previous page.



By BEN SALES
NEW YORK (JTA) – White supremacists have a

problem, and his name is Jared Kushner.
While many on the far right are hoping that

President Donald Trump will help advance their sep-
aratist, racist agendas, figures like former Ku Klux
Klan leader David Duke and neo-Nazi Andrew Anglin
are asking what to do about his Orthodox Jewish son-
in-law with the ever-expanding White House profile.

Kushner, 36, became a senior adviser to Trump after
helping manage his presidential campaign. A real
estate mogul by trade, he is now handling a growing
list of administration priorities. He has a hand in
Israeli-Palestinian peace efforts, addressing the opioid
epidemic and reforming criminal justice. He is the
point person on U.S.-China relations. He just traveled
to Iraq on government business. And he is heading an
initiative to streamline the executive branch.

For white supremacists who feel Trump is, intentionally or not, speaking
their language, this religious Jew who attends a Chabad synagogue is an
unwelcome twist. And they don’t really know how to react.

“Goddamn it,” wrote Anglin, editor of the hate website The Daily
Stormer, on Jan. 9, when Kushner’s White House appointment was
announced. “I would be a whole lot happier if this was not happening, I can
tell you that.”

“I think that Trump has an absolute infiltrator in
the White House,” Duke said Monday on his daily
podcast.

Anglin and other white supremacists have post-
ed confused responses to Kushner’s ascent that
reflect three theories:

1. Kushner is just a ruse to hide Trump’s white
supremacism.

2. Kushner shows Trump isn’t actually the white
supremacists’ guy.

3. Kushner is using Jewish nefariousness to manipulate Trump.

Some white supremacists take comfort in thinking
Kushner is either a Trump frontman or an adviser
with little actual influence compared to, say, chief
strategist Stephen Bannon, a darling of the far right.
Anglin in the January article suggested that
Kushner serves Trump by obscuring his white
supremacism until Trump wants to expose it, calling
Kushner “a human shield, because Trump can’t
immediately go all out against the Jews.”

But others, particularly on the white supremacist
site Stormfront, point to Kushner as proof that
Trump was never a white supremacist after all.
They note that Kushner is far from Trump’s only
Jewish adviser. The Trump White House also
includes Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin, Trump
aide Stephen Miller and chief negotiator Jason
Greenblatt.

“It is hard to believe that anyone with any knowl-
edge of Jewish behavior and strategy really thinks that the Jews are so
naïve and trusting that they would let themselves be ‘used’ by someone
whom they consider to be a loudmouth goy from New York – no matter
how rich he is,” Stormfront blogger James Harting wrote on Dec. 12. “Or
perhaps each side thinks that it is using the other. If that is true, Trump is
in for a rude awakening, for the Jews are past masters at behind-the-scenes

infighting and maneuvering.”
Jewish media and social networks are often

quick to note the presence of Jews in high
places, out of ethnic pride, and sometimes a
sense that such figures can be advocates for
Jewish communal issues. Kushner and his wife,
Ivanka Trump, in particular are objects of fasci-
nation among many Jews: Kushner was raised
in an Orthodox Jewish family in New Jersey,
Ivanka converted to Judaism under the auspices
of an Orthodox rabbi, and the family attends an

Orthodox synagogue in Washington, D.C.
But Jews sometimes play into anti-Semitic rhetoric by expecting Jews in

power to serve parochial Jewish interests, said former Anti-Defamation
League National Director Abe Foxman. While Foxman said there is noth-
ing wrong with Jews feeling especially proud of powerful Jews, they – and
outsiders – shouldn’t see them as their emissaries.

“We’ve always been proud of Jews in positions of influence,” he said.
“The next step, [that] they should do so-and-so on behalf of Jewish values,
is asking too much and setting them up for possible failure.”

Presidential historian Gil Troy, a professor at McGill University, also
said ethnic pride can go too far.

“Jared Kushner is supposed to be judged not as a Jew but as Jared
Kushner,” Troy said. “We should be proud enough, comfortable enough,
American enough to say these guys have been appointed not because
they’re Jewish, but because they’re tied to Donald Trump.”

Anti-Semites, of course, don’t make such distinctions. Some have
remained Trump fans despite Kushner’s rising profile, and see him as a
threat to the white nationalist hopes they hold for the administration. Duke,
the former KKK grand wizard, spent much of his daily podcast Monday
discussing why he sees Kushner as a “huge threat to the Trump revolu-
tion.” Repeating the anti-Semitic smears that are his stock and trade, Duke
called Kushner a “Jewish supremacist” who seeks to nefariously steer
Trump toward Jewish interests.

“We’re going to talk about Jewish radicalism, which Kushner absolutely
represents,” Duke said in the podcast. “I think that Trump has an absolute
infiltrator in the White House, and one totally dedicated to Jewish
supremacism. It’s a real danger to the president.”

He added: “As soon as Trump was elected, Kushner decided to move to
the White House and decided to have a very, very powerful role.”

On Tuesday, in an interview with the the far-right radio host and con-
spiracy theorist Alex Jones, former Trump campaign adviser Roger Stone
accused Kushner of leaking talking points to MSNBC host Joe
Scarborough and thus undermining Trump. While Stone did not mention or
allude to Kushner’s religion, visitors to Jones’ InfoWars website did.

“Kushner was converted by the orthodox cult invented in the 1800s,” one
wrote.

“WORLD JEWERY IS ALIVE AND WELL!” wrote another, using the
name “Follow the Shekels.”

Kushner seems to take a much smaller part in the rhetoric of another
white supremacist leader, alt-right founder Richard Spencer. While Duke
has dedicated two of his podcast episodes to Kushner, Kushner is all but
absent from Spencer’s commentary on the Trump administration. In
December, before Trump took office, Spencer told Haaretz that he isn’t
bothered by Trump’s choices of advisers.

“I don’t have a strong position on this, that is his business,” he told
Haaretz. “Trump has been a positive thing. It is what it is. He can pick his
own advisers and listen to whoever he chooses, that is his prerogative.” 
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White supremacists don’t know what to make of Jared Kushner

JARED KUSHNER

For white supremacists who feel
Trump is, intentionally or not,
speaking their language, this
religious Jew who attends a

Chabad synagogue is an unwel-
come twist. And they don’t really

know how to react.
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Memories of Medicine in Manitoba
Ed. note: We received this very interesting

article from Dr. Alfred Mutchnik about his
own difficulties gaining admission to the
University of Manitoba medical school follow-
ing World War II.

Although the quota on the number of Jews
allowed into the medical school had been lift-
ed as the result of the efforts of such individu-
als as Percy Barsky and Hyman Sokolov, as
Mutchnik notes in his story, the long-time -
and overtly anti-Semitic dean of the medical
school, Alvin Mathers, also made it exceeding-
ly difficult for veterans returning from the war
to gain admission into the school. 

According to Eva Wiseman, who is writing a
history of Jewish physicians in Manitoba, this
article will also be a part of that book once it is
published.

By ALFRED MUTCHNIK, M.D.

When I learned of the recent articles in
the Jewish Post & News regarding The
Jewish Doctors in Manitoba Program,

the Jewish Heritage Center Project, and the his-
tory of the quota system, my memory on the
subject has not been erased even at my age of
93. If anything, it has left an indelible mark on
my life. 

As an addition to the well documented
research by Bernie Bellan and Eva Wiseman, as
well as others, I would like to add my own per-
sonal experiences how the quota system affect-
ed my life.

I think my story is important to keep the
record straight by showing not only how the
quota system was in effect between World War I
and World War II but abolished after 1945 by a few war veterans including
myself.

It was well-known but not discussed openly in public that for 30 years
prior to World Was II  (the Dean of Medicine, Dr. Alvin T. Mathers was an
anti-Semite who had almost complete control of the selection of pre-med
students and the function of the medical school. He limited the number of
Jewish pre-med students to between four to six out of a class of 60 places.
It was no wonder that during that time the competition was fierce amongst
the Jewish pre-med students to attain the best grades.

I grew up in the North End and went to St. Johns High School, where I
excelled in track and field. I held the Manitoba championship for the half
mile for many years. I also played on the Winnipeg Irish soccer team that
won the city championship in 1940.

In 1942, when I entered pre-med, some of my fellow classmates includ-
ed Morley Cohen, Reuben Cherniak, Ben Shell and Sam Kantor, all of
whom went on to graduate and establish memorable careers in Winnipeg.

After I passed my pre-med studies I chose to enter the military, joining
the RCAF. It is not necessary for me to dwell on my tour of duty except to
say that I was discharged in June 1945 as a commissioned officer in the
RCAF with the rank of Pilot Officer. After I came home, I was hoping to
start where I left off and try to get into medical school. As it was too late to
apply for the class of 1945, I enrolled in the third-year science faculty.

At that time, there were many veterans of all religious denominations
who were hoping to pursue a medical career. The number was well over
100, although many of them did not have the pre-med prerequisites. After
the war, the Manitoba government designated a new category of Member
of Parliament (MP) to represent each of the three services, i.e. Army, Navy
and Air Force who were supposed to help with the needs and rehabilitation
of the many veterans returning home. Part of this group of veterans made
it known to their MP that they were hoping to get into medical school. It
was concluded at several meetings by the veterans that, in order to gain
admittance and to absorb more veterans into the medical school, two events
would have to take place: The first was to give priority to the veterans who
were qualified for admission while letting younger students wait, and the
second priority was to increase the facilities in the medical school from 60
to 90 places.

I was elected by the veterans’ group to act as their spokesman. With the
help of several others, including Danny Snidel, who later became Associate
Dean of Medicine, we started to lobby various influential people in the
community who would consider our needs and act on our behalves to
accommodate us. 

We lobbied the Board of Governors of the University, Members of
Parliament and other organizations to bring to their attention the changes
that were necessary. The press recognized a good story - that the veterans
were being victimized and that the Dean of Medicine, Dr. Mathers was

against any expansion, saying that there were too
many obstacles to overcome such as the cadaver
act, etc. 

As veterans, we were treated as heroes by the
public and, with the constant press coverage, this
set off a battle insinuating that Dr. Mathers was
anti-veteran and against the need for expansion. I
was constantly named in the press as the veter-
ans’ representative. Dr. Mathers eventually had to
bow to public opinion and to higher authorities
and, by the fall of 1947, the necessary changes
were made for the first class.

I was accepted on my merit into the first class
of 90, along with other qualified veterans and, to
a lesser degree, non-veteran students. This is how
the quota system for entry into medical school
was subtly abolished. 

After starting classes and focusing on my stud-
ies a few weeks went by when I was confronted
one day in the corridor by Dr. Mathers. He
addressed me by name, saying that I was the trou-
blemaker who had smeared his name in the press
and ruined his reputation. He told me that I had
no right to be a doctor and he would do all he
could to see to it. This was the first of several
encounters during the next three months in which
he blamed me for being the ringleader who
caused him to be accused of various falsehoods
by the press. I could see that he was seriously
planning to make my life miserable and I didn’t
know how I was going to survive this kind of per-
secution for the next four years.

I became his whipping boy. He felt that I was
responsible  for his loss of control of the medical
school. Unfortunately, I suffered the conse-
quences of his anger. 

The next time he cornered me and began insulting me with the same
accusations, I lost my temper and told him in no uncertain terms that I
would become a doctor despite him and walked out of the college.

After six months of agonizing and reappraising my choices, I decided to
go overseas and try to get into a medical school in England. Fortunately, as
an officer in the RCAF, I was allowed to stay at the RAF officers’ club,
which existed in every major city.

I started in London by visiting the medical schools affiliated with hospi-
tals, such as Middlesex and Guys.  I received the same answer: that they
had their own waiting list of veterans who must be given priority. I was
handicapped as well by not being able to say why I left first year in
Winnipeg, also not having any references - which I certainly couldn’t
expect Mathers to give me.

From London, I went into every major city all the way up to Liverpool
staying a few days in each and getting the same response. Then I went to
Scotland where I was offered the opportunity to start pre-med again at St.
Andrew’s University. At least it was the first positive response, even
though it would mean losing a year. 

Then, someone told me to go over to Ireland, where they had three med-
ical schools in Dublin. I  crossed the Irish Sea and arrived in Dublin. I met
with the Registrar of the Royal College of Surgeons, who happened to be
an ex-colonel in the British Army, so we had something in common to talk
about. He said that there were upcoming exams that he would allow me to
take and, if I passed, I would be allowed to continue in first year.

I spent five years in Dublin, Ireland and graduated in 1953. From there, I
went to Cincinnati, Ohio starting an Oby/Gyn residency. When I came
home on a short trip to visit my parents, a medical friend of mine told me
that Dr. Maxwell Rady was going on an extended trip and looking for a
locum to cover his practice. As I was short of money, I thought I would
meet with him and take up the offer. We met and he gave me the job. After
he returned, he asked me if I would like to join his General Practice as an
associate. Again I thought I would stay with him for a year and go back to
finish my residency. Instead I stayed with him for 10 years and became his
partner in 1959, opening a new and larger office designed by his son-in-
law, Morley Blankstein at 377 Graham Ave. After his demise in 1964, I
invited Dr. David Pearlman to join me. We brought in Dr. Gerald Hanks, a
general surgeon from England.

By 1969, I decided for various reasons including the need for a climate
change for one of our children to move to the United States. Fortunately,
Bobby Hull had come from the Chicago Blackhawks to play for the
Winnipeg Jets and bought our house. I moved to Scottsdale, Arizona in
1973 with my wife Beverly, four children
and two dogs and no license to practice Continued on next page.

Dr. MAX RADY (right) and Dr. ALFRED
MUTCHNIK going to lunch on Portage Ave.
in the 1950s. Dr. Rady took Dr. Mutchnik in
as an associate, later making him a partner in
his practice.
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medicine.
There was

no reciprocity between Canada and the states of
California, Florida and Arizona. At the age of 49
I had to study for the same exam that I had taken
as an intern and started again in practice until I
retired in 1993. After I retired we spent most of
our time in the San Diego area because of the
cooler weather.

Both Evelyn and Ernest Rady (son of Max
Rady), who live in San Diego attended my 90th

birthday celebration. Ernest was a young boy
when I started in practice with his father and I
would take him occasionally to the Blue Bomber
football games.

When I learned that Ernest made a 30-million-
dollar donation to the Health Science faculty of
the U of M in honor of his father I was overwhelmed. I also felt personal-
ly vindicated, knowing that his father will now be forever identified with
the medical school named after him.

It was an honor and a privilege to have been associated with Max Rady
during most of my medical career in Winnipeg. He started his general prac-
tice in the North End, where he soon developed a large and diverse ethnic
following. As his practice grew he moved his office into the Toronto
General Trust building, where I first joined him.

Maxwell Rady had the stature and poise which gave his patients an added
feeling of confidence in him. He was an excellent surgeon, a true gentle-
man and a great friend. He was respected and befriended by some of the
medical leaders of that era, such as Dr. Thorlekson and Dr. McCharles, who
later founded the Winnipeg Clinic and the Manitoba Clinic.

He also had an excellent relationship with the administration and the
Sisters of St. Boniface Hospital, where he admitted most of his patients and
to whom he gave large charitable contributions.

What a change a century has made in the history of Manitoba Jewish
physicians. It took the end of World War II and the work of a few veterans
like myself to influence the expansion of the medical school and to accept
future medical students on their qualifications without prejudice based on
religion or race

As was once said by a famous radio commentator: “Now you know the
rest of the story”.

Continued from previous page.

A page from the University of Manitoba student newspaper, The
Manitoban, in which the medical school’s policy of limiting admissions
is criticized for not allowing veterans returning from service during
World War II the opportunity to enter medical school.

Interestingly, Mutchnik says that Dean Mathers of the medical
school carried on a vendetta against Mutchnik over his championing
the rights of veterans to enter medical school, but Mutchnik doesn’t
say that Mathers’ vendetta had anything to do with Mutchnik’s being
Jewish. It is important to note that, as we reported in an earlier issue,
quotas imposed by Mathers on the number of Jews allowed into the
medical school ended in 1945, despite Mathers’ bitter opposition to
their being lifted.

Students at Toronto university vote to adopt
broad definition of anti-Semitism

(JTA) – The student union at Ryerson University in Toronto has voted
to adopt a broad definition of anti-Semitism. 

The definition adopted last week includes the denial of the Jewish right
to self-determination, the application of double standards to the State of
Israel, the comparison of contemporary Israeli policies to that of the
Nazis, and the use of symbols or imagery associated with classic anti-
Semitic tropes, according to Bnai Brith Canada. 

The definition is in line with the one used by the governments of
Canada and Ontario. 

“After all of the shameful incidents to occur on campus this year, it was
especially important for the RSU to adopt a robust definition of anti-
Semitism,” said Tamar Jaclyn Lyons, vice president of communications
for Students Supporting Israel at Ryerson. “This definition will prove
critical in holding bigots accountable for their actions and preventing
these hateful acts from continuing in the future.” 

Students Supporting Israel had attempted to convince the Ryerson
Students’ Union to adopt a similar definition in 2014, but was rejected. 

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs said it was not aware of any
other university student union in Canada to adopt the Ottawa Protocol as
its definition of anti-Semitism, the Canadian Jewish News reported. 

At the Ryerson union’s semiannual general meeting in November, a
resolution to commemorate Holocaust Education Week sparked a walk-
out led by the Students for Justice in Palestine and the Muslim Students
Association to stop a vote. The student board approved the resolution less
than a month later. 

The union voted to join the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions move-
ment against Israel in April 2014 with a resolution that prohibits the stu-
dent group from having ties with companies that do business in Israel,
including Home Depot, Costco and Sears. 

Filling the Spiritual Void of Addictions
When it became apparent several years ago

that addictions are a very real problem in our
community, JCFS began raising awareness
about the issue. We then hired an Addictions
Coordinator and trained our staff to begin to
help individuals and families heal from the
devastation that addiction brings.    After
spending five days in February at an immer-
sive program at Beit T’shuvah, I realize that
there is so much more that JCFS can do to
help those challenged by addictions. More
training is a given. But we also need to add

more robust spiritual approaches to our addiction recovery services!
These will clearly be an addiction recovery “game-changer,” ensuring
that our clients are offered the resources that will help them heal physi-
cally, emotionally AND spiritually. 

Beit T’shuvah is a Jewish addiction rehabilitation centre in Los Angeles
in which Jewish spiritual discussions, reflections, interpretations and
practices are an integral part of addicts’ “working their programs”
through the 12-Steps.  This focus on Jewish teachings, self-reflection and
self-improvement greatly enhances their more traditional journey of
recovery.  It’s not about religion or becoming “orthodox” because Beit
T’shuvah is not a “religious” place.  It’s not about an expectation of keep-
ing kosher or praying three times a day or covering your head with a kip-
pah or wig.  It’s about connecting to your community and the richness of
the spiritual, moral and ethical depths of our Jewish teachings.  At Beit
T’Shuvah we experienced exactly how this connection can transform
lives.

Small steps. JCFS staff will become more versed in how Jewish
resources can enhance our own practice so that clients can have more
access to opportunities for their spiritual road to their recovery.  We can
create safe and welcoming spaces to promote healing, self-reflection and
spiritual growth. Weekly Jewish 12-Step JACS meetings need to contin-
ue, along with new opportunities for discovering accountability to one-
self, giving back to the community, and recognizing the important role
that individuals already in recovery can play in helping others.    We con-
tinue to plan for a new Jewish Wellness and Recovery Resource Centre
in partnership with National Council of Jewish Women, with programs to
help JCFS create a “Beit T’Shuvah inspired” environment for our mental
health and addiction recovery services.  Our focus will be on promoting
wellness and person-centred spiritual growth to benefit our entire com-
munity.

Spirituality is a subjective and intangible phenomenon, but we know it
fills a unique and specific space within us. It can fill the void falsely filled
by addiction. But no matter the definition, it is clear that spirituality is a
powerful tool in human healing and wholeness. 

From the Front Lines
By AL BENARROCH
Executive Director,

JCFS

Former Dean 
Alvin Mathers

of the University of
Manitoba Medical

School
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Joanne Seiff

Prolonging that ‘Seder’ feeling
Chag Sameach! I hope you’re still full from

your Seders with family and friends. A
2013 Pew survey shows that if you’re

Jewish and married to another Jew, more than
90% of you were at a seder. If you’re not married
to another Jew, it’s much lower, only about half
of you attended a seder. Further, if you’re not
married (and more
people are not mar-

ried overall, in recent polls,) about 64% of
you attended a seder. Surveys aren’t perfect,
but they offer us interesting insights. Seders
are something many Jews show up to do, even
if they don’t participate in other Jewish activ-
ities. How do we extend this moment of
(hopefully) positive Jewish family involve-
ment onwards?

Before Pesach, I attended an interesting pro-
gram at a local United Church, with nearly all Christian participants. Two
different speakers with PhDs spoke about issues pertaining to Judaism,
Christianity, feminism, and women’s roles and issues. After the lecture and
a snack, we joined discussion groups. The groups had a task. We brain-
stormed a follow-up question for the speakers. Then, they had a “lightning
round” to answer questions.

As we sat in the church gym, I realized I hadn’t had such stimulating
learning opportunity in a while. Whenever I have these chances, perhaps
once a year, I hear people say that they wish they could participate in more
of them. Note, I am not talking about having someone do a lecture, but
rather, having actual group discussion and participation that challenges
adult learners. While passive learning (listening to a lecture) is a start, inter-
active learning is more stimulating. It offers growth and involvement
among learners. We need this kind of growth to stay mentally active. 

I’m the first to say that I am really busy and miss a lot of opportunities to
learn. Juggling family, work and home life keeps me busy. However, I hear
others miss chances too. When I raved about a Jewish learning series I’d
attended, I discovered I was the only person in the room (of involved, com-
mitted Jewish adults) who’d managed to make it. My conclusion? We have
to offer a continuing interactive Jewish ‘learning’ buffet of sorts. Then peo-
ple grab what they can, when it comes to fitting in time for learning. 

There were other points that came up while we learned together. The
intergenerational disconnect that many complain about in the Jewish com-
munity is not ‘special’ to us. There were mostly seniors at this event. They
were frustrated about how their adult children weren’t involved in their
Christian faith communities. They felt as if they had failed in something.
Part of our discussion was about how they communicated their beliefs and
traditions to their children. Were those approaches effective? Many of the
older Christians at the event mentioned taking their kids to Sunday school.
They read Bible stories together. Perhaps that hadn’t been sufficient? 

I mentioned how important Jewish continuity was to me. I listed the daily
Jewish activities I often do with my kids. Many of the Christians seemed
shocked about how often we talked about being Jewish…but again, this all
varies from one household to the next, regardless of your religion.

There were only a few people there who were under 45. Many older peo-
ple there assumed that if the younger people weren’t in the building, this
was because “they didn’t care.” (Have you heard this before?) However,
one woman mentioned that while some of these younger people weren’t
present at church, they were instead doing things she saw as much harder
and more important: helping the homeless, protesting in matters of social
justice, etc. In Christian terms, “the spirit moved them to be present in the
world….but not in the church building.”

Participating in a seder is a way of being Jewish at home. Keeping
Passover is a way of being Jewish “in the world.” It doesn’t seem strange
that younger people might still be involved in this, but less involved in
something like keeping up an aging building.

One speaker spoke about how important it was to make a bridge between
the social justice and religious activism of younger people and the historic
‘edifice’ of the church. This is the same issue that Jewish religious com-
munities face. Why is it really hard to maintain the institutions?

Many of the Winnipeg Jewish institutions were created in an era when
Jewish families needed those spaces to gather. Jews were excluded from
other community spaces. Therefore, we invested time and money into these
buildings and organizations. Women often didn’t work outside the home.
Their unpaid labour kept the institutions afloat, providing administration,
catering, childcare, etc. 

Today, most Jewish women work, providing their families with necessary
income so that their households can manage modern financial realities.
There aren’t as many volunteer hours available. There isn’t as much cash
to donate. Also, many of these families don’t see their Jewish values
reflected in the institutions in a way that they feel represents their Jewish
identities. Now that the broader Winnipeg community is more accepting of
Jews, people also have wider choices about when, where, and how to spend
their time.

Want to change things? Ongoing connections are important. Outreach
can’t be one event, but rather that ongoing buffet of learning and program-
ming mentioned above. Publicity needs to happen, but it needs to be
through frequent social media contact rather than a single mention in a
newsletter or advertisement. Finally, if institutions want to stay around,
they have to remain open to hearing, responding to and reflecting the spir-
itual needs and values of younger people. 

Right now, our congregations mostly meet
the needs of seniors. Our kids aren’t asked to
be part of singing and leading the main ser-
vices, but rather provided with craft activities
or child minders. Younger people suggest their
values aren’t prioritized. Do they still ‘feel the
spirit?’ Absolutely. They just don’t come to the
religiously-affiliated buildings to talk about it
anymore. 

How can we prolong that seder feeling? Start
by listening to and responding to those who

will lead the community into the future…the younger people who showed
up at your tables this week.

Are you behind in reading Joanne’s old columns? Joanne Seiff is the
author of a new book– From the Inside Out: Jewish Post Columns 2015-
2016. This column collection is now available for digital download, or as
a paperback from Amazon. See more about her on her blog: www.joanne-
seiff.blogspot.com.

By

JOANNE SEIFF
Seders are something many Jews
show up to do, even if they don’t

participate in other Jewish activities.
How do we extend this moment of
(hopefully) positive Jewish family

involvement onwards?

A while back we were approached by former Jewish Athlete of
the Year Kyle Doering about sponsoring him and his girlfriend,
Ashley Groff, as they try to make their way to next year’s
Winter Olympics in PyeongChang, South Korea. The couple is
competing in the relatively new sport of Mixed Doubles Curling
- in which a man and a woman throw six rocks, instead of the
usual eight over eight ends (instead of the usual 10).

The rules are quite different from regular curling, but the
sport is gaining rapid popularity.

We agreed to be a sponsor, but didn’t ask for any recognition
from Kyle and Ashley. Lo and behold, the duo have our name
emblazoned on their jackets! At a recent qualifying tournament
in Ontario Kyle and Ashley did quite well, making it to the final
game before losing.

In an email, Kyle reported on his and Ashley’s result, saying
Ashley and I recently got back from our big mixed doubles bon-
spiel in Ontario! We played great and managed to make our way
to the final! Unfortunately we lost the final in an extra end. (The
winner got a spot in the Olympic Trials) However we still got lots
of points to move us up in the rankings! We're still working hard
and hoping to make it to the Trial! 

Thanks again for all your support! 
Thanks to you we're getting closer and closer to attaining our

goals!

Olympic curling aspirants
happy to display our paper’s

name on their jackets
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Alas, the bloom is still off the Rose
Though April showers
May come your way
They bring the flowers
That bloom in May ….

Rather endearing lyrics, wouldn’t
you say? It’s that time of the year
when all feels well with the world -
or is it just an illusion - because
spring has sprung and the major
leagues of baseball just launched the

2017 season and all 30 teams are still in contention. 
It’s around this time of the year that I always think of my

favorite major league ballplayer PETE ROSE, who was offi-
cially banished from the game - allegedly for all time, in
1989. 

Not to mention, my late mother-in-law ROSE GOODMAN,
who departed this veil of tears decades ago in her late 60s - at an age, I
reckoned back then, approximately on a par with Methuselah. Naturally,
these days my viewpoint on such matters has been altered more than appre-
ciably. 

How does my late relative enter into the conversation on such matters as
major league baseball? An insightful observation on your part, dear reader.
I must admit that I liked Rose because she had a great sense of humour and
was an extremely fair-minded individual when it came to assessing any sit-
uation… including her son-in-law’s shortcomings - which were naturally
few and far between. 

Come to think of it - today, with the radical changes which have tran-
spired in this, the 21st century, she might well have gone on to become a
top-notch moderator whose services would be much sought after. 

More to the point, when Alex Huber “ Bud” Selig, the now 82-year-old
Jewish American baseball executive, who currently serves as the
Commissioner Emeritus of Baseball, and who was formerly the  nineth
Commissioner of Baseball and a former owner of the Milwaukee Brewers,
tied the can to Pete almost 38 years ago, he still hasn’t been able to beat the
rap. 

Rose, you see, continued to deny he had wagered on baseball, but in a
2004 autobiography, he finally admitted to doing just that as a manager, but
only to betting on his own Cincinnati Reds, although he insisted that he had
never bet on his own team to lose. 

The baseball legend of some renown, who won three batting titles, made
seventeen 17 appearances at the All-Star Game, boasted a career batting
average of .303, was the all-time hits leader with 4,256, slammed 160 taters
and drove in 1,314, has never given up hope of one day entering the
Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York. And, I’m still waiting
for a phone call from Jennifer Aniston.

Rose first applied for reinstatement in 1997, with the application going to
Selig - who is no bud of his because the tenets are clear as clear can be:
“Players, coaches, managers and team executives, who bet on the sport are
threatening the game’s integrity.”

It must also be noted when present commissioner, Rob Manfred, was
appointed, after serving as Selig’s deputy for nearly 20 years, he did seem
to take a quick and genuine interest in Rose’s case, but little has changed. 

Now, fast forward to another era when so much has changed - especially
in the, say, past three to four decades where naughty boys are arriving on
the diamonds after having ingested foreign substances hoping to gain that
razor thin edge - or even more - over their opponents. 

They choose to cheat Father Time by enhancing the speed of their fast-
balls and the sluggers, now with their extra sock, yearn to launch the horse-
hide over the outfield warning tracks and fences and into the windshields
of patrons’ transportation. 

And,  the aforementioned cheaters continue to do their thing- both in the
minors and major leagues - and illegally alter league stats for all time - no
matter how long their suspensions be.

With the passing of time, when so-called superstars such as home run
king Bobby Bonds and pitchers of the calibre of Roger Clemens become
eligible for the Baseball Hall of Fame, you shall notice that each year the
voters have short memories and gradually the percentage of nominations
they garner will  increase. So, will their incomes rise when they get the
stamp of “Hall of Famer”?

What is Rose doing for a living these days? He makes, by comparison,
loose change from public appearances and sitting down at tables in Las
Vegas signing autographs for those who remember. 

Here’s another insult he must endure: Around the time of the annual Hall
of Fame inductions at Cooperstown, Pete makes a paid public appearance,
but he is not allowed to stay at the Otsego Resort Hotel with the notables,
nor can he attend the ceremonies.

That’s not justice, is it? You know what mother-in-law Rose Goodman
would have said? “What’s right is right! Times have changed. Now into the
Hall with the other Rose and be done with it!”
POST PATTER:

A note from Maureen Gordon, who shares with me :” I think you would
be remiss if you did not make mention of Jessica Rosenbaum’s mother
Harriet (my sister), who plays hockey on two teams and also plays ringette.

Dad Sid was also an outstanding lacrosse player in his day. Jessica always
loved sports, having played hockey at the University of Prince Edward in
Charlottetown as well as the U of Manitoba too. Now the young lady also
plays right wing in the Women’s Senior Hockey League and on a team
called “Prairie Fire” in a nine team league all over the city. 

David Levin, 17, a left-winger with the Sudbury Wolves of the Ontario
Hockey League, who hails from Tel Aviv, Israel, in his second season has
improved his status as a legitimate comer. The 5’10”, 167 lb. skater in his
initial year had 9 goals and 21 assists in 47 games. He followed that up in
2016-17 with 18 goals and 35 assists in 66 games. What he’ll have to do is
work on his plus/minus numbers since the first two years of Junior A hock-
ey saw him compile unflattering numbers of -26 and -36. Ever ask a young
lad how he did in his game last evening, he’ll responds enthusiastically : “I
had a goal and an assist!”, failing to add, of course, that his team lost 7-2
and he was on the ice for five of the seven opposition tallies.

JEREMY LEIPSIC, in his first full season, has enjoyed a banner year
with the Portage Terriers of the Manitoba Junior Hockey League. Last sea-
son, in only 16 games, he potted 8 goals and added 13 assists. The play-
maker deluxe must have really been celebrating his 20th birthday a matter
of days ago (March 31st) when he ended the regular 2016-17 campaign
with 100 points (33 goals and 67 assists) and only 12 minutes in the sin bin.
He, of course, is the brother of Brendan Leipsic, who has been playing a
significant role for the Toronto Marlies, the main farm club of the Maple
Leafs. Originally selected 89th in round three by the NHL Nashville
Predators in 2012, nearing the end of the regular AHL schedule the 22-
year-old had compiled 16 goals and 31 helpers in only 44 games. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

BUD SELIG 
Commissioner Emeritius of baseball

PETE ROSE 
Former 17-time all-star

NYC to automatically ban mohels 
linked to newborn herpes cases

(JTA) – The New York City Health Department said it will ban ritual
circumcisers automatically if the infant they treated orally develops a
herpes infection. 

The ban would affect those who perform the ritual known as metzitzah
b’peh, in which the person performing the circumcision, known as a
mohel, sucks blood from the wound following circumcision. It is a com-
mon practice among many haredi Orthodox Jews. When performed
directly with the mouth as opposed to through a sterile pipette, it has been
linked directly to the transmission of the herpes virus. 

Under the new regulation, “every time there is a mohel who performed
metzitzah b’peh on an infant who has contracted HSV-1, the Health
Department will serve them with Commissioner’s orders banning them
from performing the ritual,” The Jewish Week of New York reported
March 30, quoting city officials. HSV-1 is a type of herpes. 

The Health Department will now ban the mohels linked to cases of her-
pes in newborns without testing for the virus, the newspaper reported.
Prior to the regulation, the ban would be issued only pending tests both
of the mohel and the baby. 

The adoption of the new rule followed one day after the city’s health
commissioner confirmed that two mohels have been banned from prac-
ticing metzitzah b’peh. Some 24 cases of herpes allegedly contracted
through metzitzah b’peh have been reported in New York since 2000,
according to the board of health. 

Under both the previous policy and the new one, the city is relying on
the mohels to self-enforce. A city spokeswoman told The Jewish Week
that privacy rules prevent health officials from releasing the names of
banned mohels. Banned mohels will be hit with a $2,000 fine if they do
not come forward. 

Rabbi Levi Heber, a prominent Crown Heights mohel, said the new
policy “is what some would call a witch hunt or a modern-day blood
libel,” The Jewish Week reported. 

But critics of metzitzah b’peh said it would help protect infants from
the risks it carries by discouraging mohels from performing the ritual. 
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Divorce Angels filling a void for
40% of Canadian marriages

With the
s t a g g e r i n g
statistic of 40
percent of
C a n a d i a n
m a r r i a g e s
today ending
in divorce, a

group of long-time friends – Marni Sky,
Mara Marcello, and Shari Wagman –
launched Divorce Angels in Toronto in
January 2016, drawing on their own
personal experiences to create a support
network, helping those going through
divorce.

The three women had  goals of light-
ening the load, getting people connected,
and enabling people getting divorced to
make the right choices as they move
through the transition of divorce with
greater ease, clarity of mind, and confidence.

Now that the company is established in Toronto, they have set their sights
on the rest of Canada – including Winnipeg.

In Winnipeg, Divorce Angels have tapped Amy Weizman (39) to lead the
company locally.

Weizman was born and raised in Winnipeg. She attended Ramah Hebrew
School and Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate. She is also the granddaughter of
well known Rabbi Peretz Weizman, who currently lives in Toronto.

Weizman moved to Toronto 16 years ago to pursue a career in advertis-
ing and marketing. She has since managed the advertising for several large
companies, including General Motors Canada, Ferrero Rocher, and the
Royal Canadian Mint.

“I am very excited to now be working for Divorce Angels as the head of
business development,” wrote Weizman in an email. “I am very excited to
spearhead the Winnipeg launch, since I obviously have a personal interest
in seeing Winnipeg professionals gain as much exposure as they can. And,
I’m excited to include Winnipeg in the mix of the other cities we’re hitting
– Montreal, Calgary, and Vancouver.

“While I’m not personally divorced (I am happily married to a Jewish
Toronto lawyer and we have three young children [Jack, Max, and Emma]
who attend Bialik Hebrew Day School.), I have unfortunately already seen
some close friends go through it at a young age – and, statistics show, it
will sadly continue to rise.”

Weizman was a natural choice for Winnipeg, as she has many roots here
and is well connected, visiting Winnipeg often, as she still has close fami-
ly here.

According to Weizman, 40 percent of Canadian marriages will end in
divorce. There were just over 70,000 divorces last year. First marriages that
end in divorce are at 33 percent, while 16 percent of people divorce more
than once.

There is an increase in the number of people over the age of 50 getting
divorced, a phenomenon known as “Grey Divorce.” The day of the year
when lawyers and other divorce professionals see a surge of calls regard-
ing divorce is the first Monday after the Christmas holidays.

With divorce statistics being at an all-time high and affecting people pre-
dominantly in the ages 30-to-70,
divorce is an unfortunate modern reali-

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia
presents

ONE NIGHT IN MAY

Sunday May 14, 2017
7:00 pm 

620 Brock Street

An evening of popular
Jewish and classical music

performed by
Sonia Shklarov, violin.

Wine,
schmooze,

and desserts.

Celebrate Lag B’omer
and Mother’s Day with
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia!

Tickets: �$25 
Call �204 489 6262 for tickets

and more information.

Complimentary roses
for all moms
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Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Presents
ONE NIGHT IN MAY:

A Lag B’Omer and 
Mother’s Day Celebration!

Join us on Sunday, May 14, at 7:00 pm as Adas Yeshurun Herzlia
presents ONE NIGHT IN MAY, a spring fun-raiser featuring popular
Jewish and classical music performed by the WSO’s Sonia Shklarov
on violin. Wine, schmoozing, a proper Winnipeg sweet table, and com-
plimentary roses for all moms promise this will be an unforgettable
event.

Sonia Shklarov was born in Moscow and spent her early childhood
years in Israel on a kibbutz. She began violin lessons at age eight when
her family moved to Calgary. Her passion for violin and orchestral per-
formance has taken her to New Zealand, Spain, and Portugal and, in
2012 she performed as concertmaster of the Carnegie Mellon
Philharmonic at Carnegie Hall in New York City. Sonia received her
Bachelor of Music degree from Lynn University in Florida and a
Master of Music degree from Carnegie Mellon University in
Pittsburgh under the tutelage of Cyrus Forough. 

Sonia worked as a freelance violinist in Toronto and performed with
the Canadian Opera Company Orchestra, Kitchener-Waterloo
Symphony, Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra, Thunder Bay
Symphony Orchestra, Windsor Symphony, and Niagara Symphony
from 2012 to 2016, when she moved to Winnipeg to join the first vio-
lin section of the WSO. 

Sonia is proud to call Winnipeg home, and Adas Yeshurun Herzlia
her shul. Adas Yeshurun Herzlia is Winnipeg’s only Modern Orthodox
Shul, located in the heart of River Heights at the corner of Brock and
Fleet. Rabbi Yosef Benarroch leads the congregation, its two daily
minyans, a thriving NCSY program - Winnipeg’s sole synagogue
youth group, and supervises Winnipeg’s community kashrut. 

Tickets are $25 and are available by calling the synagogue office at
204-489-6262. For more information about ONE NIGHT IN MAY,
please contact Event Coordinators Lynne Kohm or Karla Berbrayer by
leaving a message at the synagogue. 

(l-r): Divorce Angels Co-founders MARA MARCELLO, SHARI
WAGMAN, & MARNI SKY

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

AMY WEIZMAN
will run Winnipeg branch

of Divorce Angels

Continued on next page.
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ty. And, infidelity is high, as cheat-
ing and connecting have become

much easier with technology at our fingertips.
“There are many marketplace sites for people getting married and having

babies, but nothing available for people going through divorce,” said
Weizman. “People search online for everything these days. Divorce is no
different.”

Divorce Angels is an online support network that helps people navigate
through their divorces. The site approaches divorce from a holistic per-
spective – from the practical, to the emotional, and beyond.

The website provides visitors with recommendations to a list of profes-
sionals with a proven track record for success. 

Currently, there are over 300 professionals on the site from a wide array
of fields that support the divorce process, including family lawyers, finan-
cial planners, mediators, business valuators, real estate agents, coaches,
therapist, matchmakers, personal trainers, private investigators, break-up
coaches, and more.

Beyond the list of professionals, one is also
able to join a conversation in a forum, so people
do not feel like they are alone or without people
who can truly understand. 

Through compelling blogs, live chats, and rel-
evant events, the site is a destination for shell-
shocked people looking to connect with others
struggling through the heartaches, anger, and
fear that come with the divorce process.

“The Divorce Angels site is also loaded with
resources, information, and events,” said
Weizman. “Some of the professionals offer sav-
ings on their services to ease the financial bur-
den.

“We hire sales professionals that enforce the
brand pillars of divorce angels – trusted, caring,
empathetic, and inspiring. We match them to
markets where they’re connected and that are
appropriate for their demeanour, style, and
approach.”

Divorce Angels’ expansion plans include the
major cities in Canada first, before further
expansion into the U.S. and, eventually, all over
the world.

“We do not advocate for divorce, but we are
here to assist in times of need by streamlining
the process for you,” said Weizman. “We look at
divorce in a holistic manner, in that it affects
both the practical and emotional nature of your
life.

“We try to help propel you forward by inspir-
ing you. On the other side lies a different, but
transformative life. Your divorce can take you
out of your comfort zone, but can also help you

find greater happiness with your next partner, career, or future adventures.
We believe in happily ever after.”
For more information about Divorce Angels, search the name on
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, or Linkedin , or check out the website
at www.thedivorceangels.com.

Continued from previous page.

Montreal’s Jewish ex-mayor to serve
1 year in jail for fraud

M O N T R E A L
(JTA) – Montreal’s
first Jewish mayor was
sentenced to a one-
year prison term fol-
lowing his January
conviction on eight
counts of corruption,
breach of trust and
fraud. 

“I can guarantee you
and my family that I
will be a better person
when I come out,” Michael Applebaum said in
provincial court at his sentencing hearing on
March 30. He also received two years proba-
tion. 

Applebaum, 54, served for seven months as
interim mayor of Montreal before being arrest-
ed at his home in 2013 for alleged crimes com-
mitted between 2006 and 2012 while he was
mayor of the city’s largest borough. He had run
on a platform of cleaning up city hall. 

The conviction related to accepting kick-
backs and favors from engineering firms and
real estate developers in exchange for approval
of projects. 

Applebaum faced a maximum five-year sen-
tence. 

Michael Applebaum
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DAN SIMCOFF
With the warmth and

love of his grieving family
by his side, Dan passed
away peacefully on Febru-
ary 24, 2017, at the Hos-
pice of the Valley Eckstein
Center in Scottsdale, Ari-
zona. Surviving Dan are
his siblings Penny
(Nathan), Sam (Veronica),
Lanny (Melanie) and
Cammy. As well, Dan is
fondly remembered by five
nephews, eight nieces and
their families. Also mourn-
ing Dan are his dogs, Alfie
and Louie, who he affec-
tionately called his boys.

They were a big part of his life and gave him comfort
and joy.

Dan was born September 16, 1943, at the old Grace
Hospital, the second son to the late Eva, “Mickey” (nee
Abrahamson) and Morris “Moe” Simcoff. He was the
product of the Old North End where he lived his initial
decades on Selkirk Ave. near McGregor. Dan was
educated at Strathcona and Aberdeen Schools, then
graduated from St. John’s Tech, after which he ob-
tained a B.A. from United College (University of
Winnipeg). Then he studied at Dalhousie in Halifax but
returned to Winnipeg and achieved an M.A. (Political
Science) from the University of Manitoba.

Dan’s life was eclectic. He taught school in rural
Manitoba, was a civil servant with the Federal Govern-
ment in Ottawa (Secretary of State), worked on a
Kibbutz in Israel, managed a bar in San Francisco and
ultimately settled in Phoenix, Arizona.

A graveside funeral was held at Mount Sinai Cem-
etery in Phoenix prior to sundown on Friday, February
24, 2017. Profound gratitude to Rabbi Pinchas Allouche
who got things done and officiated a memorable serv-
ice.

SARA WOLINSKY NELKO
Sara Wolinsky Nelko

was born in Yorkton Sas-
katchewan on March 3
1924. The daughter of Rose
Kantor and Louis
Wolinsky. The sister of
Morris (Mazy) Wolinsky
and Esther (Soski)
Wolinsky Pessis… mother
to two daughters Wendy
(Sam) and Lynne (Henry)
and 6 grandchildren Lisa
(Earl), Raven, Jonathan
(Kylie), Robbie (Buffie)
Jennifer, Michael (Moran)
and seven great grandchil-
dren.

She graduated business
school in Winnipeg and married Maxwell (Max) Harold
Nelko on July 5th 1944.

Their union was a an equally shared partnership .In
1952 they moved to Portage la Prairie and literally with
their own hands built a thriving business combining a
Portrait Studio with a Camera shop.

They were a team..They took school pictures thruout
Manitoba…our mom would do the posing and our dad
would do as they say ‘the shoot”.

Then they retired to Margate Florida…but they didn’t
know the definition of ‘retirement’.

Our dad decided to sell real estate…in most cases the
child takes after the parent..but in this case it was
reversed..but my mother joined my dad and made ‘the
team’..the first real estate ‘team” in South Florida..they
retired when my dad got sick.

That was their professional life…
As parents they had their defined roles. Our dad was

the kind nurturing parent who loved unconditionally.
Our mother was the disciplinarian she loved us but had
her own set of rules. She was a force not to be reckoned
with.

Curfews were strictly enforced. She was very protec-
tive of her girls. In a condolence letter Wendy received
from a former suitor of 56 years he said “Wendy
although it has been many years since I saw or talked
to your mother I will always have fond memories of
being in her kitchen and being grilled about where I
was planning to take you..and when I was planning to
get you home and what I was planning to do on the way.
Your mother had an impact on so many people in her
life. I know she will be dearly missed”

Our mother was a member of Hadassah, a member of
the Portage la Prairie Golf Club, belonged to Beta
Sigma Phi Sorority and was thoroughly involved in the
Portage business community.

Living in Portage during our growing up years put
many miles on the family car. ‘Shleping’ us to Winni-
peg for our BBYO events and conventions..to ortho-
dontic appointments and making sure we felt a part of
the Jewish teenage life in Winnipeg. This was not
looked upon as a burden..it was a natural sacrifice
Jewish parents made when they had children growing
up in an non Jewish environment such as Portage.

Retiring in Florida changed many lives…Wendy
and Sam followed Mom and Dad to Margate..Pompano
and finally Boynton Beach. They’ve been going there
for 43 winters..2-3 weeks..now 4 months a year

Because of Mom and Dad the Chicago Pessis cousins
all 26 of them come to Florida for the holidays. Mom
was the focal point..and drew everyone there

For the last 3 years mom visited Wendy and some-
times Wendy and Sam in Florida. She travelled there
on her own..even to this year.had the best time.. went
to concerts..was wined and dined by Wendy and Sam’s
friends…. they thoroughly loved her…and of course
she shopped…Fashion was very big in her life..She
was a charter member of Chico’s. This year her need
for an extended wardrobe very important..She moved
into The Portsmouth and felt she had to dress every day.
She persevered in Bridge..went to all the programs and
thoroughly enjoyed her last 6 months.

Her last hurrah was her 93rd birthday…only a few
weeks ago. She booked a private room at The Port-
smouth. Lynne and Mom took a flower arranging class
so there would be a table centre for the dinner Little did
they know Lisa was sending a most magnificent one
also. Kylie brought the cake Mom was in her glory..she
was surrounded by family ..her first love

That was our mother…the teacher of roly poly..the
student of bridge and computers…and fashion role
model to all.

Contributions may be sent to The Woman’s Endow-
ment Fund, Jewish Foundation 204-477-7525 or a
charity of your choice.

PEARL PALAY
1930 - 2017

With great sadness we
announce the passing of
Pearl Palay (nee Hol-
lander), suddenly on Tues-
day morning, March 14,
2017 at Grace Hospital.

Pearl was a loving
mother to her children,
Linda (Norman), Murray
(Ivy), Michael (Kathy) and
Andrea (Noel). She adored

her grandchildren Ilana (Bram), Jennifer (Nathan),
Matthew, Leo, Max, Josh, Zachary, Samantha, Rachel,
Alexa and Eli. She also was great-grandmother to
Brody, Reid, Noah, Stella and Evie. She leaves behind
her sisters Clarice Rayter and Sheila (Izzy) Moskovitch,
many nieces and nephews, and Kathy's children Everett
and Amy who all adored her. She was predeceased by
her husband of 60 years, Syd, and her daughter-in-law
Elana.

Pearl was born 86 years ago in Winnipeg, living in
the North End for most of her life, and moving to the
South End later in life to be near her children and
grandchildren. They were the focus of her life, and her
world revolved around them. The unsolicited devotion
of her children and grandchildren are testimony to the
special person she was. Never wanting to trouble
anyone, she was always happy with her lot in life, and
grateful for everything. She was renowned as a baker,
her specialties now a lost art. Pearl's compassion for
others went beyond her immediate family, she cared
for everyone, and anyone who knew her cared equally
for her. She was devoted to our father, Syd, and didn't
leave his side during his final four months in hospital.

Although the last few years presented health prob-
lems and Pearl was not as mobile as she wanted to be,
she remained supportive, open minded, and generous
to others. She was a very clever woman and until her
final day had her full wits about her. In the end, Pearl
handled her pain as she handled her life, without a
complaint, quietly and with dignity. We will all miss
her dearly. We would like to thank Mom's physicians,
Dr. Claire Jaeger, Dr. Charles Bernstein and Dr. Stephen
Corne.

Donations in Pearl's memory can be made to the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba to the "Eli Solomon
Special Needs Fund", or to Canadian Friends of the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

JOCELYN KATZ (nee Stern)
(1961-2017)

Jocelyn Arlene Katz,
daughter of Allan and
Donni Stern, mother to
Amanda and Jordana Katz,
sister to Marlene Stern
(Peter Rae) and Susan
Stern, who predeceased
her in 1997, tragically
passed away Feb 09, 2017
at her home in Toronto.

Jocelyn grew up in
Winnipeg, spent summers

at the family cottage, Lake of the Woods, ON, one of
her happiest places, moved to Toronto in 1979, obtained
her BA at York University, worked in sales, and
married Benjy Katz in 1991. They were together nearly
18 years, first living in Toronto, then Hamilton (where
their daughters were born), later Winnipeg and finally
Hamilton. In 2015, she moved to Toronto.

She was intelligent, curious, gregarious, playful,
warm, inclusive, an active volunteer, delivered countless
acts of loving kindness to family, friends and strangers,
made a party better and everyone around her feel happy
and a role model for saying Yes more than No.

Most importantly, Jocelyn devoted her life to being
an amazing mother, always thought of her daughters
first - from what to make them for breakfast, put in their
scavenger hunt, and to where their next adventure
might take them. She had a lust for fun and a craving for
discovering the undiscovered. Each day was different
as she dragged them, sometimes excitedly but just as
often, reluctantly, to a new neighborhood, gallery,
event, restaurant, park, or city. Her disregard for the
schedule could be annoying as she endeavored to
expose them to the biggest and the best of what was
available. Yet, it instilled in them the desire to stop and
look around, to appreciate the small things and embrace
what the world has to offer. She shaped them into the
people they are, and the people they have yet to
become.

Her sense of adventure extended to her palate.
Renowned among family and friends as a master home
cook, every day revolved around food, where to eat it
or what to cook. Her interest in cooking wasn’t the
pinnacle; it was the sense of family it created in the
kitchen together. If there were extras after a restaurant
meal or event, she always went out of her way to give
the food to someone that needed it more.

Despite all her gifts, Jocelyn struggled to find
internal peace, to believe in herself - that she was the
great mother, daughter, sister, niece, cousin and friend,
we all knew her to be. Bipolar Disorder can be a life
threatening disease, like heart disease or stroke. It is an
assault on the brain, not a reflection of a weak character.
Jocelyn so wanted to be OK and often felt there was
something wrong with her character. At times she
experienced paranoid chatter, which medication didn’t
fix. Tragically, the chatter overtook her. She did not
want to leave us; she was taken by an unfair illness.

There are things that we don't want to happen but
have to accept, things we don't want to know but have
to learn, and people we can't live without and have to
let go. We know we must carry on and live life to the
fullest for Jocelyn, she would expect nothing less.

A service was held at the Adas Israel Synagogue,
Hamilton on February 12 and funeral at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue, Winnipeg, followed by interment at
the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery on February 14/17.
Pallbearers were Martin Pollock, Peter Rae, Steve
Segal, Brian Sorokin, David Stern and Lewis Stern.
Donations can be made to the Jocelyn Stern Katz
memorial fund supporting Bipolar Disorder Research,
Directions and Care by contacting: http://
memorial.supporting.ubc.ca/jocelyn-stern-katz/,
1.877.717.4483, 500-5950 University Boulevard,
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z3 or a charity of your choice.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams,

$8 per column inch. Extra charge for photo
$15.

Payment may be made over phone, with
Visa or Mastercard. Please e-mail obituaries
to jewishp@mymts.net
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SUE SHKLOV (nee GREEN)
On March 22, 2017 at the

Seven Oaks General Hos-
pital (Winnipeg, MB), Sue
Shklov passed away at the
age of 93 years. Sue is sur-
vived by her daughter Janet,
son-in-law Jan Russel,
daughter Barbara, son
Shane, grandchildren Alan,
Diane, & Jaclyn, brothers
Leonard & Sidney Green,
sister Sylvia Horwich, and
many nieces, nephews,
grandnieces and grand-
nephews. She was prede-
ceased by her sisters Clara
& Leona Green.

Sue was born in Winnipeg on October 20, 1923,
daughter of Aaron & Rose Green. Sue worked in
Winnipeg, New York, Montreal, and Banff before
meeting Rubin Shklov in Winnipeg playing badminton
at the YMHA and marrying in 1958. They were married
for 42 years when Rubin passed away in 2000.

After having 3 kids, Sue finished high school and
attended Red River Community College as a mature
student to obtain her teaching certificate. She was a
devoted teacher and taught business subjects to high
school students at St. John’s High School and Daniel
McIntyre Collegiate. She developed a unique program
to teach a visually impaired student how to type. As a
pioneer she also developed a career exploration pro-
gram that won her a Hilroy Fellowship award years
before co-op education became popular. She obtained
a Bachelor of Education Degree (U of Manitoba) at age
65 and a Masters of Environmental Studies (U of
Waterloo) at 76.

She retired in Ailsa Craig, Ontario (near London)
with Rubin for 13 years where she wrote for the Parkhill
Gazette. They spent many years enjoying the outdoors
and road trip adventures. Sue returned to Winnipeg in
2002 and lived her remaining years in her own home
which she treasured. For years she participated in the
day program at Middlechurch. Sue was very creative
and had many hobbies including sewing, knitting,
wood carving, gardening, cooking & baking. She was
a devoted mother and grandmother and took pleasure in
spending time with family.

A special thank you to her family doctor, Dr. Henry,
the homecare workers, doctors, nurses, day program
staff & university students at the Seven Oaks General
hospital for their dedication and care.

Funeral service was held in Winnipeg on Mar. 24th.
Donations may be made to a charity of one’s choice.

MORLEY ROSENBLOOM
Morley Rosenbloom’s pain ended on Tuesday, March

7, 2017 at the age of 67.
Morley is survived by his wife of 20 years, Mary

Ann; his mother Sally; his children Tobi Leveille
(Daniel) and Ben; his granddaughter Anne; his sister
Judy Searle (Mark); nieces, nephews and extended
family.  He was predeceased by his grandparents Ralph
and Rae Mynarski, his father Bery, and his first wife,
Olga (nee Bilan).

Born in Winnipeg on May 25, 1949 to new immi-
grants and holocaust survivors Bery and Sally
Rosenbloom, he attended I.L. Peretz Folk School,
Jefferson Junior High, and Garden City Collegiate.  He
graduated from University of Manitoba in 1974 with a
BSc (Hons) and in 1977 with a BEd.

From 1977 - 1980 he taught junior high science at
Ruth Betts school in Flin Flon, MB.

After returning to Winnipeg he worked as a research
assistant in Cardiac Anesthesia at St. Boniface Re-
search Centre, during which time he co-authored sev-
eral journal articles in vascular and cardiac anesthesia.

Morley was a lover of nature and the outdoors.  He
enjoyed camping and canoeing with his family.  He
was also a fan of the arts and regularly attended
performances of the ballet, opera, and theatre.  He also
enjoyed science fiction television shows and loved
watching with his favourite snack, a bowl of ice cream.

Judaism was very important to him and he will be
fondly remembered as the Ba’al Tekiah (shofar blower)
at Congregation Etz Chayim.

From the age of 13 on, Morley grappled with many
health challenges:  Ulcerative Colitis, Crohn’s, arthri-
tis, and related inflammatory conditions.

Funeral service was held on Friday March 10th.
Pallbearers were Mark Searle, David Searle, Cary
Rubenfeld, Zvi Dil, Gordon Steindel, and Myron
Schultz.  Donations in Morley’s name may be made to
Congregation Etz Chayim, Jewish National Fund, or a
charity of your choice.

The family wishes to thank the Winnipeg Fire and
Paramedics Service for their efforts.  We are especially
thankful to the Winnipeg Police Service District 3 for
their amazing compassion.

“He wasn’t choosing death as much as he was choos-
ing to end his unbearable pain.” - John Hewett

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
APRIL  12

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our beloved

SIDNEY

ACKERMAN
who passed away

April 1, 2013
21 Days in Nisan, 5774

A wonderful husband, father,
father-in-law and zaida.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Lois,
children Ron and Laurie,
Karen and Jerry, Ruth and
Tom, grandchildren, Milan,
Jared, Cassie, Evan, Dustin,
Tanner, Aidan and brother
Harvey and sister-in-law
Corinne.

8th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MATT

BELLAN
who passed away

April 14, 2009
20 Days in Nissan

—Ever remembered by  family
and friends.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

THOMAS

HAROLD

GILLMAN
who passed away

April 19, 2006
21 days in Nisan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SOPHIE JACOB
who passed away

November 25, 2003
— Missed by all who knew and loved them especially their
children and grandchildren.

AUBIE JACOB
who passed away

April 16, 2002

15th Yahrzeit

Deadline for the
April 26 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, April 20

In loving memory of

SAMUEL H.

UNRODE
who passed away

May 1, 2005
22 Days in Nisan

— Forever in our hearts and
in our thoughts. You are sadly
missed and lovingly
remembered by daughter
Diane and granddaughters
Rachel and Lauren.

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

TOVA HILF
who passed away
17 Days in Nisan

April 5, 1977
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

5th Yahrzeit

AVRON KATZ
who passed away

April 1, 2010
17 Days in Nisan

FAYE KATZ
who passed away

April 11, 2012
19 Days in Nisan

— Sadly missed by your children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANITA MOLLY

KEIVES
who passed away

April 10, 2004
19 Days in Nisan

— Very sadly missed and
lovingly remembered by her
husband, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

PHILIP KIVES
Who passed away

at the age of 87 years
on April 27, 2016
19 days in Nisan

Forever in our hearts and
always in our thoughts
— Lovingly remembered every
day by his devoted and adoring
family.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LILLIAN (LIL)

SINGER
who passed away

April 4, 1999
19 Days in Nisan

— Always lovingly
remembered by her daughter
Michelle and son Ron.

In Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEE SLUSKY
who passed away
April 25th, 1989

20 Days in Nissan
Time has not dimmed the
memory of your unconditional
love, unwavering devotion and
gentle strength.
Gone from our lives but never
from our hearts...
— Loved, missed and
remembered always by your
husband Morton, your
children Maxa and Cliff,
Jeff and Cindy and your
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, in whom you
are immortalized.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL  19

In loving memory of

GEDALIA

BERENHAUT
who passed away

May 2, 2011
28 Days in Nisan

Six years have passed.
You are in our hearts
and in our minds
ingraned forever.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your  children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

BELLA FROST
who passed away

May 2, 1997
25 days in Nisan

MENDEL FROST
who passed away

April 5, 2002
24 days in Nisan

28th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved father, grandfather

and greatgrandfather

JOSEPH

GANETSKY
who passed away

April 27, 1989
23rd day of Nisan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. SHEPPY

HERSHFIELD
who passed away

March 9, 1989
2 days in Adar II

— Lovingly remembered by
his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALLAN A.

HOFFMAN
who passed away

May 5, 2008
30 Days in Nisan

Your guidance, wisdom and
humor are deeply missed.

— Loved and remembered by
his daughter, daughter-in-law
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

HAROLD
AARON HYMAN

who passed away
April 30, 2011

26 Days in Nisan

2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren, family and friends.

ETTA
HYMAN

who passed away
March 15, 2015
24 Days in Adar

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CYRIL

MARANTZ
who passed away

April 15, 1977
27 Days in Nisan

— Irene, Jeffrey, Sarah,
David, Debra, Susan, Mike,
Ellen, William and Gary
Marantz.

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit 21st Yahrzeit

REGINA

TARGOWNIK
who passed away

April 11, 1996
22 Days in Nissan

JOE

TARGOWNIK
who passed away

April 9, 1991
25 Days in Nissan

In loving memory of In loving memory of

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.
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In loving memory of

NORMAN

GOLTSMAN
who passed away

May 3, 2005
24 Days in Nisan

Though our hearts still ache,
we hear his laughter through
our tears
— Your loving wife Shirley,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BENNY

GREENFELD
who passed away

April 17, 1958
27 Days in Nisan

whose life was snatched away
so tragically at the tender age
of  29.
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by your family &
friends.

In Memoriam
59th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GEDALE

SAPERSTEIN
who passed away

May 1, 1992
28 Days in Nissan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.In loving memory of

SAM SHORE
who passed away

April 11, 1980
25 Days in Nissan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETHEL

SOLOMON
who passed away

April 10, 1994
29 Days in Nissan

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren,  family and
friends.

In Memoriam Community news

and it’s connecting me to the State of Israel, to the world and my
role in the world – and ultimately a connection with God.

The synagogues that have adopted this (attitude to how the syn-
agogue can become a “sacred” place) have done remarkable

things. There’s a Reform temple in Atlanta that now has 100 small groups meeting – not just in the
synagogue, but all over the city. These are small groups of people that have been launched by the
synagogue – to meet people’s needs, affinities, all sorts of things. They’ve got many people engaged
with each other than they ever were before.

The rabbi in this temple has reoriented his calendar to make room for more one-on-one meetings
with his congregants. There’s a rabbi I quote in “Relational Judaism” who says, ‘Ron, the most
important thing I can do as a rabbi is to get to know my people – not just the board., not just the 25
people who volunteer for everything.’

It’s not just meeting with someone a year before a bar or bat mitzvah and spending 45 minutes in
a study. It’s got to be deeper than that so it means both the clergy and the laity have to reorient them-
selves to the job at hand.

I was in a synagogue just three weeks ago when one of the congregants – before the Mourner’s
Kaddish – stood up and gave a three-minute talk about his father he was remembering that night.
There was hardly a dry eye in the synagogue. And they do those very week, so it personalizes the
experience of coming to the synagogue to say kaddish for a loved one. That’s a much more rela-
tional moment in the worship experience -  for that congregant and for that congregation, than read-
ing a list of names.

The first principle of relational engagement is personal engagement, where we learn each other’s
stories. If I come to a program, a concert, a study class, I can learn a lot of stuff, but will I meet the
people I’m sitting next to?

In many synagogues, the ‘minyanaires’, the regulars, the board members – they’ll get to know
each other. I‘m not so concerned with those people. It’s the revolving door of synagogue goers
where people come in for a few years, then they’re out for the rest of their lives.

I’m in Des Moines, Iowa, as I speak, and it may not be so true in Des Moines or even in Winnipeg
as it is in Los Angeles (where Wolfson lives), but my guess is it’s starting to happen in Winnipeg.

Reconstruc-
tionist rabbis

affirm full
inclusion of
transgender,
gender-fluid

Jews

(JTA) – The
Reconstructionist
R a b b i n i c a l
A s s o c i a t i o n

approved a resolution affirming the full equal-
ity of transgender, non-binary and gender non-
conforming individuals. 

The resolution was approved March 28 at the
association’s annual meeting in Portland,
Oregon, which ended the following day. 

Non-binary individuals identify as neither
male nor female. 

The resolution commits the RRA to work for
“full inclusion, acceptance, appreciation, cele-
bration and welcome of people of all gender
identities in Jewish life and in society at large.”
The document also “strongly advocates for the
full equality of transgender, non-binary, and
gender non-confirming people and for equal
protections for people of all gender identities
under the law, at all levels of government, in
North America and Israel.” 

The resolution was approved after a year-
long process, during which time representa-
tives from Reconstructionist congregations, as
well as the board of governors of the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College,
approved similar resolutions. 

The RRA vote follows the passage by the
Union for Reform Judaism of its Resolution on
the Rights of Transgender and Gender Non-
Conforming People, and the passage by the
Rabbinical Assembly, the association of
Conservative rabbis, of its Resolution
Affirming the Rights of Transgender and
Gender Non-Conforming People. 

Wolfson
(Continued from page 13.)



Winnipeg Jewish Theatre presents a special fundraising reading of
Nora and Delia Ephron’s smash hit Love, Loss, and What I Wore on April
20th at 7:30pm. Directed by local theatre maven Donna Fletcher, the show

features a stellar line-up of female Winnipeg movers and shakers, includ-
ing stage favourite Debbie Maslowsky, two-time Canadian Comedy Award
winner Nancy Sorel (Less Than Kind), 103.1 Virgin Radio’s Chrissy Troy,

CBC’s Janet Stewart, and inter-
national philanthropist Gail
Asper. 

Remember that shirt you used
to love? Your favourite pair of
boots? What about that all-pur-
pose purse? Proving that a great
show is always in fashion, Love
Loss, and What I Wore is an
engaging collection of stories
compiled by the Ephrons from
the book by Ilene Beckerman. 

Tickets for Love, Loss, and
What I Wore are $75.00 (plus
taxes and fees) online or by
phone at 204-477-7478. The
show takes at the Berney
Theatre, located inside the
Asper Jewish Community
Campus. There will also be a
raffle with fantastic prizes to be
won and a reception to wrap up
the evening. 

WJT is grateful for the gener-
ous support of our season spon-
sor The Asper Foundation,
our season media sponsor The
Winnipeg Free Press, and our
funders the Winnipeg Arts
Council, Manitoba Arts
Council, and Canada Council
for the Arts. 

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre (WJT), Canada’s longest running Jewish
theatre company, is thrilled to announce its landmark 30th anniver-
sary season with a diverse, dynamic, accessible playbill. The 30th
anniversary season programming is a testament to WJT’s artistic mission to
present plays on themes of Jewish interest and/or plays by Jewish play-
wrights; to reach across communities through presentation of universal and
socially relevant plays and engage our audience in dialogue; to provide a
vehicle for neophyte actors, playwrights, directors, and technicians to par-
ticipate in professional theatre; and to encourage the development and pre-
sentation of new Canadian plays of Jewish interest and/or by Jewish play-
wrights. 

“The thirtieth anniversary season is inspired by a core value the compa-
ny was founded upon: community,” says Ari Weinberg, WJT’s Artistic
Director. “The productions are all about celebrating our commonalities and
embracing our differences through works that explore how and why we
band together.” The ambitious 2017 – 2018 season is sponsored by the
Asper Foundation. 

The 30th anniversary season will open with Tribes by UK playwright
Nina Raine, running October 19 – 29, 2017. The production will be
directed by WJT Artistic Director Ari Weinberg and feature local
actors Stephanie Sy and Arne MacPherson. Tribes tells the story of
Billy, the only Deaf member of a loving, idiosyncratic Jewish family that
has tried to raise him as part of the hearing world. When Billy meets Sylvia,
a young woman who is going Deaf but has grown up as the only hearing
member of her family, Billy’s worldview is blown wide open. As Sylvia
begins teaching Billy sign language and introducing him to the Deaf com-
munity, he and his family are forced to grapple with questions of belong-
ing. Tribes will mark the professional debut of local Deaf actor Jordan
Sangalang in the role of Billy, and will launch WJT’s American Sign
Language (ASL) interpreted subscription season, the only one of its
kind in Winnipeg. Tribes will have two ASL interpreted performances on
October 21 and 26, 2017. The production sponsor for Tribes is Debbie
Gray. 

The season continues with WJT’s bi-annual So, Nu? Festival of New
Canadian Jewish Plays. The cornerstone of the festival will be We Keep
Coming Back, co-created by former Winnipegger Michael Rubenfeld

and National Arts Centre’s Associate Artistic Director of English
Theatre Sarah Garton Stanley. Running March 6 – 11, 2018 with an ASL
interpreted performance on March 8, We Keep Coming Back is the story of
a mother and son, both descendants of Polish Holocaust survivors, who
decide to return to Poland in the hopes of finding their lost identity and
reconnecting with each other. However their quest takes an unexpected
turn when they discover a vibrant contemporary world of Jewish life in
Poland. Michael Rubenfeld’s real-life mother Mary Berchard also per-
forms in the piece alongside Katka Reszke, author of Return of the Jew.
The So, Nu? Festival will also feature readings of three new Canadian
Jewish plays from March 13 – 15. The festival sponsor is the Gail Asper
Family Foundation. 

On March 18, WJT will celebrate its milestone birthday with
Turning 30: A Retrospective Cabaret. Featuring songs and scenes from
past productions, the cabaret is sure to be a delightful evening featuring
some of Winnipeg’s finest talent. Turning 30 will also mark the launch of
the Jewish Heritage Museum of Western Canada’s partner exhibit on
Jewish theatre in Winnipeg, featuring material from WJT’s extensive
archive. 

The season proper will close with the William Finn and James
Lapine musical Falsettos, presented in partnership with Winnipeg’s
Dry Cold Productions. Directed by Mariam Bernstein, Falsettos will run
May 2 – 13 2017, with an ASL interpreted performance on May 10.
Falsettos is a Tony® Award winning musical that chronicles two years in
the life of Marvin, his ex-wife Trina, lover Whizzer, about-to-be-Bar-
Mitzvahed son Jason, their psychiatrist Mendel, and the lesbians next door.
Set in New York City between 1979 and 1981, Marvin is forced to reckon
with his own views on love, responsibility, and what it means to be a man
on the eve of the AIDS crisis. Part intimate family drama, part neurotic
urban comedy, and part keenly observed meditation on a shifting definition
of the contemporary family, Falsettos is a beautiful reminder that love can
tell a million stories. 

Subscriptions will go on sale May 4, 2017 with single tickets on sale in
September. Subscription package costs will range from $70 – $100. For
more information please contact Tatiana Carnevale, Office Administrator
at 204-477-7515 or tat@wjt.ca. 
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WJT news

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre Announces Landmark 30th Season, 
titled Community: Come Together 

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre presents an all-star cast in a special ONE NIGHT ONLY fundraising event! 
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Gerry Posner

The People of the Book
Rady JCC and Jewish Post and News Book Club

Csardas – Facilitated by Sharon Freed
Everyone is invited to join us on Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 pm for

the fifth installment of The People of the Book featuring Csardas by
Diane Pearson.

While trying to establish a dynasty against the inflexible caste sys-
tem of the crumbling Austro-Hungarian Empire, stern Jewish Banker
Zsignmond Ferenc, marries Marta Bogozy, a gay, charming woman of
noble birth. Their daughters,  Malie and Eva, are the most sought after
young women in their small society.  Little do they realize that their
secure world of privilege is soon to be consumed in the holocaust of
the First World War and subsequent events culminating in the chaos of
World War II.   

This novel is superbly written and poignant epic of war and peace.  It
is the brave, dignified and sometimes cruel story of living, breathing
characters whose hopes, failures and triumphs will entrance readers
everywhere. 

Sharon Freed is will be facilitating for The People of the Book.  She
simply loves reading and her long career as an English and Social
Studies teacher at the Gray Academy gives her a unique perspective. 

The program takes place in the Adult Lounge at the Rady JCC.
Everyone is welcome to attend and refreshments will be provided.
Registration is welcome but not required.  

For more information, please contact Roberta Malam at 204-480-
7550 or rmalam@radyjcc.com.

Make sure to hold the date for the next People of the Book program
on Tuesday, May 16 at 7:30 pm featuring  Pumpkinflowers; A Soldier’s
Story for a Forgotten War.

The Perils of Pickleball in Palm Springs

Every one who has
traveled to Palm
Springs in the

winter knows what to
expect. If you have
never been there, pic-
ture a kind of paradise,
as in blue skies, warm
temperatures, calm
winds, and mountains
in every direction sur-
rounding the landscape.
All of that and more. 

Winnipeggers and, in
fact, many Western
Canadians flock there
in the months from as
early as November right
through April. You
would have no trouble
relaxing there.

Alas, there is a downside to this idyllic land. Both my wife and I can
attest to a negative aspect of PS. It involves a sport known as Pickleball,
the fastest growing sport in the United States. In fact, the game has
become so popular that it has spread to Canada, where it is now played
all over the country, usually indoors in gymnasiums. The Rady JCC now
offers it twice a week and has a decent following already. 

Pickleball, for those unfamiliar with a game named for a vegetable, has
nothing to do with pickles. It is a racquet sport played on a badminton
sized court. There is a net just like tennis. The racquet or paddle used is
much like Ping Pong, just a little bigger. The ball is a perforated one, as
in a Wiffleball. 

The game has been very popular with older people who have had rac-
quet experience in sports like tennis, racquetball , squash, badminton and
ping pong, but who have lost a bit of mobility. I figure I fall into that cat-
egory, though I hesitate to admit it. 

While I have played Pickleball many times over the past few years, my
wife Sherna only was introduced to the sport last year. This year we were
invited to play at the courts located at a condominium where a cousin of
mine resides. 

Off we went and before we blinked, Sherna was down, having taken a
fall while trying for a backhand. It was not pretty; her wrist was not in
place. Off to the Eisenhower Medical Centre we went and three hours
later, we left with a double fracture to her wrist. A couple days later she
was in a cast. And, as it now has turned out, surgery is scheduled. 

To make matters worse, the very next day after Sherna’s injury, I was
playing with several Winnipeg friends when my partner ran for a ball he
ought not to have gone for and he bumped into me sending me sprawl-
ing. My middle finger was badly bent and another three hours later, once
again at the Eisenhower Medical Centre, I was out with a splint on the
finger with a dislocation. 

It occurred to me as I left the hospital that Sherna and I had set medical
history in the US as the first husband and wife team to have had medical
problems back to back from Pickleball. 

This is a distinction I would rather not have. 
Of course, I cannot complain too loudly about my finger as Sherna is

suffering much more than I am. 

But, there is a humorous aspect to the finger. I was told by the doctor
to keep my right hand elevated. As a result, as I walked around the con-
dominium complex, people stopped me either to wave back at me or to
ask why I was giving them the finger in a rude way or to inquire if I was
taking an oath. 

I do love Pickleball, but it does occur to me that we were the ones “in
the pickle” after our games. 

By

GERRY POSNER
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