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Complete archive of The Jewish Post & News now available online
By BERNIE BELLAN

Have you ever want-
ed to do a search for a
name or news story in
a past issue of The
Jewish Post & News (or
its predecessor, The
Jewish Post)?

After more than a
year of planning, we
are happy to announce
that The Jewish Post &
News has now added a
fabulous new tool to its
website, jewishpo-
standnews.ca, that we think will be of immense value to anyone interested in searching
through our vast archive collection.

Our entire collection of newspapers, going back to 1925, has been digitized and
uploaded on to our website. Further, we have decided to make this archive available
absolutely free of charge for everyone. 

Here is all that you have to do: Go to http://www.jewishpostandnews.ca. Once there, you
will see a button called “search archives”. Click on that button and you will be taken to a
new window where you will be invited to enter the name or words that you are looking
for. Enter the name or words, click on “exact phrase” and then click on “search”. Results
will appear almost immediately.

Now, here’s where it gets a bit tricky, however. You can click on any of the results in order
to be taken to a PDF that will contain what you are looking for, but you will have to locate
the particular item that you are searching for somewhere on the page that appears. It does-
n’t take long though. Once you get used to searching within a PDF file, it becomes rela-
tively easy to find what you’re looking for.

In my own searches for references to relatives, I was able to find stories about one of my
grandfathers going back to 1927.

Be aware, however, that what you will be looking at are actual copies of the papers from
1925 on. Some of the older papers were not in the best of condition when they were digi-
tized (from microfilms that had been made of old yearbooks), but they are still quite readable.

Go ahead – give it a try. Find announcements of births, bar and bat mitzvahs, engage-
ments, weddings, and finally, deaths, that you may have never known existed. Read actu-
al reports of events as they were written.  

And, if you enjoy searching through our archives as much as we think you will, let your
friends and relatives know about this exciting new tool.

Catholic priest led effort to detail Nazi genocide of Jews in Soviet Union
By MARTIN ZEILIG

Between 1941 and 1944, approximately 1.5 mil-
lion Jews were massacred when Nazi Germany
invaded the Soviet Union. 

“In two and a half years, the Nazis killed nearly
every Jew in the region,” says the historical record. 

“The mass murder was part of the Holocaust,
Hitler’s genocide of the Jewish people. Until recent-
ly, this chapter of Holocaust history was relatively
unknown.”

In 2004, Father Patrick Desbois, a Roman Catholic
priest from France, began an effort to comprehen-
sively detail the nearly forgotten history of the geno-
cide.

Father Desbois, who has devoted his life to tack-
ling anti-Semitism, will be the keynote speaker at
the Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust
Education Centre’s 12th Annual Holocaust
Symposium, on Wednesday, May 1, 2013. The event
will be held at the Duckworth Centre, University of
Winnipeg.

Father Desbois will also be speaking (along with
Roméo Dallaire), Thursday, May 2 at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue. (See ad on page 2.)

The event – which is sponsored by the Grosberg
Family Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba,
the Ridd Institute for Religion and Global Policy of
the Global College, University of Winnipeg, and
Gail Asper & Michael Paterson – is expected to attract 1,600
Manitoba students. 

“I have long been inspired by Father Desbois’ work, and for many
years have dreamed of bringing him to Winnipeg,” said Belle
Jarniewski, Chair, Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education
Centre Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada.

“A few years ago, I met Paul Shapiro, Director of the Center of
Advanced Holocaust Studies at the United States Holocaust

Memorial Museum, at a meeting. I think that
his words say it best: ‘The victims are not
nameless corpses. By restoring their memo-
ry, he is resurrecting our own humanity as
well and denying victory to the perpetrators
and to all who have sympathized or may yet
sympathize with them.’”

The grandson of a WWII French prisoner
held in the Rawa Ruska camp on the Poland-
Ukraine border, Desbois began his research
in 2002 on the story of the Jewish, Roma and
other victims murdered in Eastern Europe
during WWII by the Nazi mobile killing
units, known as the Einsatzgruppen, notes
biographical information on Desbois.

In 2004, Desbois co-founded  Yahad – In
Unum, meaning “together”, in Hebrew and
Latin, an organization that supports dialogue
between Jewish and Catholic authorities. 

“His extraordinary work to preserve the
memory of Ukraine’s former Jewish commu-
nity and to advance understanding of the
crimes committed there during the
Holocaust has received international atten-
tion and given voice to those that were lost
during this dark time in history,” says mater-
ial on the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum (USHMM) website. 

“The Nazis conducted the majority of their killing by deporting
Jews to death camps, located mostly in Western Europe. In the Soviet
Union, however, the murder was local. Because of the region’s inad-
equate railway systems, the Nazis were unable to easily transport the
Jews to the camps.”

Instead, the Einsatzgruppen gathered, shot and killed the Jews on

Continued on page 2. See “Father Desbois”.

FATHER PATRICK DESBOIS
“In the Soviet Union, however,

the murder was local...the
Einsatzgrup-pen gathered, shot
and killed the Jews on their home
soil.”

Searchbox on jewishpostandnews.ca that will enable readers
to search through 88 years of our archives
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Roméo Dallaire & Father Patrick Desbois
together May 2 at the Shaarey Zedek

The Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education Centre of the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada, together with the Ridd
Institute for Religion and Global Policy of the Global College,
University of Winnipeg and Shaarey Zedek Synagogue are thrilled to
announce what we expect to be one of the most exciting and inspir-
ing evenings our city has ever experienced. On May 2, 2013, at 7:30
at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, two champions of human rights
will appear together for the first time: “Indifference – The Fragility of
Civilization - Lt. General the Honourable Roméo Dallaire and Father
Patrick Desbois in Dialogue” Naomi Azrieli will be moderating the
discussion. The event will be open to the public and there is no
admission charge.

Father Patrick Desbois is the President of Yahad-In Unum. The
grandson of a WWII French prisoner held in the Rawa Ruska camp
on the Poland-Ukraine border, he began in 2004 to research the story
of the Jewish, Roma and other victims murdered in Eastern Europe
during WWII by the Nazi mobile killing units, the Einsatzgruppen.
Father Desbois has devoted his life to researching the Holocaust,
fighting antisemitism, and furthering relations between Catholic and
Jews.

Lt. General the Honourable Roméo Dallaire served with the
Canadian Armed Forces for over 35 years. His book and Emmy award
winning feature film, Shake Hands with the Devil: The Failure of
Humanity in Rwanda, explores his experience as Force Commander
of the UN Assistance Mission to Rwanda, which exposed the inter-
national community’s failure to stop a horrific genocide. 

As a champion of human rights, his activities include speaking
engagements related to human rights and genocide, participation on
the UN Secretary General’s Advisory Committee on Genocide
Prevention and leadership in a project to eliminate the use of child
soldiers.

Naomi Azrieli has been the Chair and CEO of the Azrieli
Foundation since 2002, a charitable organization that supports a
number of philanthropic projects, which includes publishing the
memoirs of Shoah survivors. She has also been active in academe,
lecturing and writing in the past on the international political econo-
my, European diplomacy in the 19th and 20th centuries, Soviet foreign
policy during and just following WWII, and the origins of the Cold
War. 

their home soil. Villages became
execution sites and villagers
became witnesses.

After the executions, the Nazis
buried their victims in mass ditches and continued on to another
village. With bodies and bullets beneath the ground, the perpe-
trators left behind little indication of what had occurred. 

“Knowledge of the murder was limited mostly to the Nazis and
the villagers that had been forced to watch. Traumatized and fear-
ful, few of these witnesses spoke about what they had seen,” said
Father Desbois during a recent telephone interview with The
Jewish Post & News from Washington, D.C. where he was with a
delegation of cardinals and bishops from around the world to visit
the USHMM and then move on to meet with students and pro-
fessors at Yeshiva University in New York City to discuss “common
concerns.”

In his ongoing efforts, Desbois asks the aging witnesses to share
their memories and videotapes their testimony, explains the Yahad
website. With their help, he is able to locate the evidence that val-
idates historical fact and helps fill in the gaps in this chapter of the
Holocaust. His goal is to identify and record each site of mass
execution of Jews, Roma and other victims, to make sure that
their traces do not disappear from the earth and that they are
respectfully memorialized. Yahad’s work aims to contribute to
awareness and understanding of the “Holocaust by Bullets,” and
to the prevention of genocide.

Desbois stressed that there are now 22 people working full time
with Yahad.

“We’ve done 3200 interviews so far, and they’re stored in our
offices in Paris and the Holocaust Museum in Washington,” he
said, noting that his organization works in six countries –
Ukraine, Belarus, Russia, Moldova, Romania and Poland. 

“We realize that the genocide (of the Roma) and the Holocaust
were public. These people (in the villages) are old now and want
to give testimony and tell what happened – how they arrested the
Jews and what happened. Most of the time, there’s no resistance
from the people or the governments. People want to speak before
they die. What we do is not political. It’s to reveal the crime.”

Father Desbois
Continued from page 1.



By BERNIE BELLAN
Shoah Week begins each year on the

27th day of Nisan - in a tradition that first
began with the passage of a resolution
in Israel’s Knesset in 1951.

Each year our own Winnipeg commu-
nity adheres to a number of traditions,
including a special commemorative ser-
vice at the Manitoba Legislative
Building, which is attended by repre-
sentatives of all three levels of govern-
ment.

In addition to that ceremony, there are
a great many other events held at vari-
ous venues. While it would be difficult
for this paper to report on all the events,
we usually try to focus on several
events that offer something quite differ-
ent from what may have occurred in
previous years.

Two of these events were a speech
by Professor Lionel Steiman on
“Changing Perceptions of the
Holocaust” and the launch of author
Carol Matas’s most recent book, Pieces
of the Past: The Holocaust Diary of
Rose Rabinowitz.

Following are accounts of each of
those three events:

Annual Public Holocaust
Commemoration and Unveiling of
the New Section of the Holocaust

Monument
Anyone who attended last year’s

Holocaust commemoration ceremony
on the grounds of the Manitoba Legislative
Building will no doubt recall what a glorious
day it was. The sun was shining, the snow
had long ago melted, and the temperature
was in the upper teens. It was also well into
May.

No such luck this year. Thus it was that
event organizer Shelley Faintuch of the
Jewish Federation had to make the call one
week prior to this year’s event whether to
chance holding it outdoors. It wasn’t too dif-
ficult to decide to move the ceremony
indoors, however, given the abnormally
cold winter we’ve been experiencing this
year.

As a result, for the very first time the venue
for the ceremony was a downstairs room in
the Legislative Building that was a bit tight
for space. As it was, all participants in the
ceremony performed their duties with preci-
sion and those who were in attendance who
wished to remain following the approxi-
mately 70-minute ceremony were invited to
enjoy a luncheon provided by Christine
Melnick, Manitoba’s Minister of Immigration
and Multiculturalism.

In welcoming guests, Israel Ludwig,
President of the Jewish Federation, referring
to the much earlier date for Shoah Week this
year compared with last, observed that
“There’s an old saying about the Jewish cal-
endar: Dates either come too early or too
late – but never on time!”

Ludwig did note that “250 names have
been added” to the list of some 3,000
Holocaust victims whose names had already
been inscribed on to the Holocaust monu-
ment situated on the grounds of the
Legislature, 

In his own remarks Manitoba Premier Greg
Selinger pointed to a video screen display
that showed the new names. He said that
“We have seen rising acts of anti-Semitism

in our community. We need to implant
respect for human rights.”

Representing the Federal Government was
Joyce Bateman, MP for Winnipeg South
Centre. Bateman said: “Teaching future gen-
erations about the lessons of the Holocaust is
very important to the Government of
Canada…Approximately 40,000 survivors
settled in Canada following the war…It is
important that we recognize from our own
shameful episodes in the past.” (Bateman
made particular mention of the famous ship,
the St. Louis, which was turned away by
almost every country where it attempted to
find safe harbour for its Jewish passengers,
including Halifax. She noted that the Harper
government had erected a monument in
Halifax in memory of that ship’s passengers. 

(After the ceremony an audience member
approached me with an interesting perspec-
tive on why the Harper government has paid
so much attention to the St. Louis. He noted
that it was during a Liberal govenment that
the St. Louis was turned away, and suggested
that is the reason the Conservatives go to
such lengths to play up that event.)
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Holocaust commemorative services 
offer interesting insights
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Hon. CHRISTINE
MELNICK

Manitoba Minister of
Immigration &

Multiculturalism
hosted the ceremony

at the Legislature

BELLE JARNIEWSKI
singing “Eili, Eili,
Lama Azavtani”

SARAH SOMMER (l.) &
CARNI ALMOSNINO
of the Sarah Sommer
Chai Folk Ensemble
singing “L’orech
Ha’yam”

RAFI HOULT (l.) &
KAS KUROPATWA of
the Gray Academy
performing “Hachol
Yizkor”

Students from the Margaret Park Hebrew
Bilingual Program Grades 3-6 singing

“Vehi-She-Amda”

Continued on page 12. See “Holocaust cer-
emony”.

One more hurdle cleared 
on way to locating 

new day care at Herzlia
By BERNIE BELLAN

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg has
agreed to provide funding to the tune of
$550,000 for the day care that the Rady JCC
plans on creating in the Herzlia-Adas
Yeshurun Synagogue.

As was reported in February of this year, the
members of the synagogue have given
pledges in the neighbourhood of close to $1
million toward the renovation of the building
and the Rady JCC has agreed to go ahead
with plans to locate 60 new day care spaces
in the renovated building.

According to a spokesperson for the Jewish
Federation, the Federation will “release
$550,000” toward leasehold improvements
at the Herzlia. 

With the infusion of funds from the
Federation, combined with the $1 million
pledged by members of the Herzlia congre-
gation, and a $325,000 grant from the provin-
cial government to be used for the construc-
tion of the 60 new day care spaces, the peo-
ple who have been working on plans to reno-
vate the building will have largely achieved
their goal of raising the $1.9 million that has
been projected as the cost to complete the
project. Originally, however, readers may
recall that the cost was expected to be much
higher – $2.8 million. The lower cost is based
upon the postponement of certain elements
of the renovation, such as replacing the roof
and all the windows in the building. Those
improvements will still have to be undertaken
at some point.

The allocation of the funds is dependent,
also, upon the satisfactory conclusion of a
lease arrangement between the Rady JCC and
the Herzlia. To date that has yet to happen.



The word “apartheid” (which is correctly
pronounced a-par-tate) is a word that carries
with it a huge amount of emotional baggage.

The South African system of apartheid
referred to a system of racial segregation
enforced through an entire series of laws. It is
not difficult to understand the almost univer-
sal opprobrium that descended on South
Africa for its detestable practice of legal dis-

crimination.
Thus, when someone of the stature of Judge Albie Sachs came to

Winnipeg to deliver the 8th Kanee Lecture, as Justice Sachs did on
April 11 at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, he was met with a very
warm reception from most, but not all, of the audience that was there
to hear his address.

Anyone looking around the room that evening would have noticed
that, on the two occasions when audience members began to rise to
their feet to give Sachs a standing ovation, not everyone stood. 

Further, Sachs himself was well aware that, while the predominant-
ly Jewish audience listened to his life story with interest and respect,
there might have been a certain amount of unease among many in that
same audience about his subject matter, which he labeled “the quiet
vengeance” that he was able to perpetrate upon the people – and the
system – against whom he had fought for so many years.

There was one moment that captured that unease perfectly. It was
when Sachs stopped to lower his voice and referred to Richard
Goldstone as his “friend”. Sachs was quite aware how the judge who
led the commission of inquiry into Israel’s behaviour during its Gaza
incursion in late 2008 is regarded by so many Jews.

Yet, here he was: The son of two members of the South African
Communist Party; a former member of the African National Congress;
a lifelong battler against the system of apartheid; and a man who
almost gave his life in that cause – speaking to an audience of Jews,
many of whom were among the “who’s who” of our community.

Sachs didn’t mention it in his speech – and no one in the audience
had the courage to ask him, but I wonder what he would have said
had he been asked to comment on the accusation that Israel also
maintains a form of apartheid when it comes to its treatment of
Palestinians.

Now, before I get roundly condemned for suggesting that Israel is an
“apartheid” state, let me make it perfectly clear: I am not, myself, sug-
gesting that is the case. Rather, I wonder what a South African Jewish
jurist who spent a good part of his life fighting against apartheid would
have had to say, had he been asked that admittedly inflammatory
question. I’ll also admit that I was too afraid to ask him the question
myself because merely asking the question: “Do you think Israel is an
apartheid state?” is considered grounds for lynching by many mem-

bers of our communi-
ty.

Still, I rather think
that Sachs might have
had some very
unpleasant things to
say about Israel had
he been asked the
question. And – I sus-
pect that is the reason
that certain members
of the audience chose
to remain seated
when the majority
rose to give the stan-
dard standing ovation
that is considered
almost mandatory at
events such as the
Kanee Lecture.

If Sachs was here to
“afflict the comfort-
able and comfort the
afflicted”, as I sup-
pose one might have
expected from some-
one of his back-
ground, then I didn’t
really hear that in his
talk. Again, it
occurred to me that
he might have been
holding back in what
he had to say. Not

only did Sachs not offer any
comment whatsoever about the
accusation that Israel practices
a form of apartheid, he did not
even mention Canada’s own
treatment of natives. In this
respect he certainly did not
come across as a white version
of Desmond Tutu, who not only
has consistently criticized
Israel, he has also compared
Canada’s treatment of natives to
apartheid South Africa.

As I noted at the beginning of
this column, however, accusing
a state of practicing apartheid is
one of the most inflammatory
accusations that can be made in this day
and age. Thus, when news this past Friday
spread of something that happened right
here in Winnipeg about a very clever move
by University of Mantioba Commerce stu-
dent Josh Morry to turn the tables on stu-
dents at the U of M who have been part of
the group known as Students Against Israel
Apartheid (SAIA), e-mails began flowing,
congratulating Josh for what he had done.

In speaking with Josh early Friday morn-
ing, I learned that he had been able to pass
a resolution by a vote of 19-16 at a meeting
of the University of Manitoba Students’
Union Thursday evening, April 11 that,
according to an e-mail sent by his father
Howard, did two things: “(1) strip Students
Against Israel Apartheid (SAIA) of its status
as a student group and to (2) ban it and IAW Week from UMSU prop-
erty.” 

Josh Morry explained to me that he cited one of UMSU’s own poli-
cies in convincing enough members of UMSU to support his resolu-
tion: Policy # 2009, which deals with “harassment & discrimination”.
Here is part of the text of that policy: 

“UMSU does not condone behaviour that is likely to undermine the
dignity, self-esteem or productivity of any of its members or employ-
ees and prohibits any form of discrimination or harassment whether it
occurs on UMSU property or in conjunction with UMSU-related
activities. Therefore, UMSU is committed to an inclusive and respect-
ful work and learning environment, free from:

1. discrimination or harassment as prohibited in the Manitoba
Human Rights Code;

2. sexual harassment; and
3. personal harassment.”
According to the e-mail sent by Howard Morry, “almost all of the

Executive of UMSU are members of Students Against Israel Apartheid
3. The UMSU Executive commissioned and read out a legal opinion
saying the resolution shouldn’t be passed
4. The UMSU Executive actively lobbied against the motion, and went
to the Human Rights Committee on campus to try to stop the motion
from proceeding.”

While Josh Morry certainly came up with a novel and clever way of
countering the group that accuses Israel of practicing apartheid, there
is some irony in the fact that our own newspaper had reported that
“Israel Apartheid Week” was actually non-existent at the University of
Manitoba this year.

It turns out that report was slightly erroneous. There were a couple
of meetings held at the U of M campus whose purpose was to discuss
“Israeli apartheid”. After much searching, I was able to find one of
those meetings. There might have been six or seven people there –
some of whom were Jews who were there to see what was going to be
said. I saw no posters for “IAW” anywhere on campus.

While Josh Morry has come up with a very clever tactic of “hoisting
UMSU on its own petard”, through a reference to Policy # 2009, I
really wonder what the fuss was all about. IAW was pretty much mori-
bund at the University of Manitoba. Let’s hope that what Josh has done
doesn’t result in “blowback”, i.e. motivate the probably quite embar-
rassed UMSU executive members who, Howard Morry says, are mem-
bers of Students Against Israel Apartheid, to fight back and revitalize
an issue that was largely dead.

My guess is that is exactly what will happen – and I’ll be pilloried
for predicting that.  
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Dear Bernie…
I appreciate you bringing to light my recent article on the topic of

Judaism and homosexuality. My goal in writing that piece was only
partially related to Bill 18, and only in order to present an alternative
viewpoint to that of Rabbi Altein’s statements given in the name of
Orthodox Judaism.

I also reflected on Rabbi Steve Greenberg’s recent visit to Winnipeg.
And more importantly, and my primary motivation, was to discuss
how, as Jews, and as Orthodox Jews in particular, we should relate to
those with a homosexual orientation within our community. No one
has a monopoly on the truth. And I am certainly open to legitimate
criticism. Nevertheless, I am very troubled by some of the comments
in your recent Short Takes column.

You condemn Orthodox Jews who contort themselves in an attempt
to adapt traditional beliefs to the strains of modern society. You praise
the intellectual consistency of those who do not bend with the times.
And finally, you declare it an oxymoron to be both gay and Orthodox.
If so, then Judaism, or at the very least Orthodox Judaism, is irrelevant
in the modern world. Maybe it’s something worth studying as part of
our cultural heritage or taking time to remember on the occasional
holiday. But in our real day to day lives, it wouldn’t be much of a
source of guidance, inspiration, or meaning.

And nothing could be further from the truth. As Chief Rabbi
Jonathan Sacks writes, the Torah is our “Book of Teaching” (Covenant
and Conversation: Genesis 15-17). To understand a book, you need to
know “to which genre it belongs” and to what question it is an answer.
The Torah is Torah. It is a book of “law, instruction, teaching, [and]
guidance.” And it answers the question of “how shall we live.” The
narratives, not just the laws, even the story of creation itself, are there
“for the sake of ethical and spiritual instruction” helping us to answer
the questions of what we should do, how we should live, and what
kind of person we should strive to be.

Therefore, the answer to the question of how, from an Orthodox
Jewish perspective, homosexual individuals should see themselves,
and how we should relate to them, within our community must also
lie within the Torah. Orthodox Judaism, by definition, must address
every Jew in every circumstance. For those of us who believe in the
Divinity of the Torah, we may not declare permissible that which is
prohibited. But at the same time, we cannot forbid that which is not
actually forbidden.

The Torah, in very clear terms, forbids same-sex homosexual rela-
tions. This is not the place to discuss how as Orthodox Jews we relate
to this, or other aspects of the Torah, that we do not understand. It’s a
very important and legitimate question on which much has been writ-
ten, but it’s the topic for another discussion. But given this prohibition,
nowhere does the Torah actually discuss the matter of sexual orienta-
tion or feelings of same sex attraction.

God’s revelation to the Jewish People at Mount Sinai contains both
a Written and an Oral Law. And the precise relationship between the
Torah, Mishnah, Midrash, and Talmud is sometimes unclear. And if it
was all revealed to us by God, how can disputes exists among the
Rabbis of the Mishnah and Talmud? And why should any of our laws
have been transmitted orally? In order to avoid any confusion, would-
n’t it have been better for God to include it all in the Written Torah?

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin, current president of the Rabbinical Council of
America, addresses all of these questions in one of the articles in his
book Unlocking the Torah Text (Shmot: 153-164). There he explains that
both the Written Law and the Oral Law each have its own strengths and
weaknesses. “The strength of Written Law lies in its permanence and in
the ease of its reliable transmission, while the weakness of Written Law
is found in its inflexibility and its inability to adapt to changing times
and circumstances.” But the very weaknesses of the Written Law are
precisely the strengths of the Oral Law, and vice versa! The Oral Law’s
strength comes from its flexibility and adaptability, while its fragility and
potential for faulty transmission are its weaknesses.

This combination, of both a Written and Oral Law reminds us that the
Torah text is incomplete and cannot be completely “understood as a free-
standing document.” Rabbinic authority in every generation is essential to
the evolving process of Jewish law. Human involvement is key to the
“development and transmission of law.” By remaining loyal to the process
“Jewish law continues to address cutting-edge issues in our day – from
genetic engineering to space travel to intellectual property” and I would
venture to add homosexuality, “in a relevant, coherent manner consonant
with the foundations of the law at Sinai.” The very institution of Takanot,
rabbinic laws created by the Rabbis “to respond to changing circum-
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Letters

Danial Sprintz not first representative of a Jewish Camp 
to serve on board of Manitoba Camping Assocation

Our story on Danial Sprintz bing appointed to the board of the
Manitoba Campers Assocation (April 3 issue) stated that Danial
was the first representaive of a Jewish camp to serve on the MCA
board.

In fact, Steve Schwartz, Sophie Tapper, and Brenda Tessler
Donen, have all served on the MCA board, with Schwartz and
Tessler-Donen representing BB Camp and Tapper representing
Camp Massad.

Brenda Tessler-Donen, Executive Director of BB Camp, also
notes:. “I believe Steve Schwartz was also an executive member
of the MCA. 

“Also, both BB Camp and Camp Massad have now represented
our communities in the Foundation for Jewish Camp’s Lekhu
Lekhem program. I am a past graduate of the Lekhu Lekhem pro-
gram. I was selected and participated in the program in 2011.

Warmest regards,
Brenda Tessler Donen | Executive Director 
BB Camp 

Danial Sprintz sent in this note:
I just wanted to take a moment to thank you for reprinting the

press release that we sent to you last month. It has since come to
our attention that we received, and passed on to you, inaccurate
information regarding the participation of Jewish camps on the
MCA board. We have since learned that there has been represen-
tation from local Jewish camps on the MCA board in the past, and,
in fact, Camp Massad itself was represented on the board on at
least two occasions by both a program director and a program
administrator. 

Camp Massad, of course, has been a fixture of the Winnipeg
Jewish community and the Manitoba camping scene for 60 years.
Thousands of children have enjoyed and grown from the unique
Camp Massad experience, and have become proud Jews because
of its unique Judaic, creative and nurturing programming.

Thank you for your continued support of Camp Massad, North
America’s only Hebrew immersion residential summer camp.
Danial Sprintz
Executive Director
Camp Massad Manitoba

Corrections
Quote wrongly attributed

In our report on the UJPO panel on secular Jews in our Feb. 6
issue, we mistakenly attributed a comment about “parents not
having many Jewish friends” when they were younger to Dora
Rosenbaum. In fact the comment was made by Dora’s son
Norman.

Continued on page 23. See “Letters”.

Very happy with results from advertising
As a new business owner advertising your product can be a

tricky matter. You never really know for certain if your ad will
“stand out” from the rest, or just blend in with its surroundings.
Blossoms on 577 Academy Road would like to thank Bernie and
The Jewish Post  & News for the wonderful article that appeared
just before Pesach. We were thrilled by the community response
to our business and pleasantly surprised by the number of orders
that were placed for the two seder nights. We hope that everyone
who received a Blossom enjoyed it as much as we did preparing
it for you.
Robin Paisner
Owner
Blossoms Winnipeg

“The House on Sugarbush Road” nominated
for 2 Manitoba Book Awards

Dear Bernie,
How wonderful that the Vancouver Jewish Independent took up

your wonderful article and book review. Thank you for your gen-
erosity and kindness – and for letting me know. 

I wanted to let you know that I was recently nominated for two
Manitoba Book Awards: the Margaret Laurence award and the
Manitoba Book of the Year. You’ve always been such a cheer-
leader, Bernie, that I thought you’d be interested. Anyway, the
awards are announced at the end of April, so fingers crossed

Am enjoying, as always, your lively and controversial editorials. 
Shavua tov and warm wishes,

Meira Cook
PS Just bought The Shiva on your recommendation. Can’t wait to

read it.



Brian Glow has been
doing magic for 40
years. During the
course of his career, he
has demonstrated his
abilities in 43 coun-
tries and counting. The
gigs from which he
gets the most satisfac-
tion are not in world

capitals and major cities but, rather, the shows
that he regularly does for Aboriginal audi-
ences in remote and isolated communities in
northern Manitoba and communities even far-
ther north.

“They enjoy the shows so much,” he says of
his northern audiences. “Most have never
seen a live magic show. The only live per-
formers most of these communities get are
musicians.”

And, despite the isolation and the many
problems that go along with that (such as
unemployment, overcrowded, substandard
homes and substance abuse to list a few),
Glow says that the people he has met in the
north have an incredible sense of humour.
“They are always joking around,” he observes.
“And many of them seem to be content living
in their ancestral home.”

Glow got his start as a professional magician
in 1973 performing at the Lock, Stock and

Barrel Restaurant –
and he has been going up north almost from
the beginning. His northern ventures began
with a Manitoba Arts Council tour featuring
the Saskatchewan-born Cree singer/song-
writer Winston Wuttunnee. He did a second
tour with Ojibwa singer/songwriter
Shingoose (Curtis Jonnie).

“I loved it up north,” Glow says. “The
scenery is so beautiful. The landscape is vir-
tually untouched. There are lakes that have
been seen by very few if any humans. And
the people have been very welcoming.”

What is different about Glow’s most recent
tour - which began in late January and only
ended this month – is that for the first time he
combined performances with anti-bullying
workshops and that this tour was sponsored
by Perimeter Airlines.

“It was great,”
Glow says.
“Logistics is always a
problem when flying
up north. I bring a
lot of props, signs
and other equip-
ment, clothing and
food (There are no
restaurants in most
of these communi-
ties.) with me and it
costs so much to
ship any freight up
north. Perimeter
Airlines flew me and
my stuff up to the
communities. The
airline paid all my
fees. They co-ordi-
nated with me
which communities
to visit and sent guys
with me to help
out.”

Glow’s tour
included stops in
Brochet, Lac Brochet
and Tadoule Lake in
the far northwest
corner of the

province Shamattawa, Red Sucker Lake, God’s Lake and
God’s River, Island Lake, Garden Hill, Wasagamack and
St. Theresa’s Point, Norway House, Oxford House and
South Indian Lake and Berens River on the north east
side of Lake Winnipeg. 

Glow says that he started doing his anti-bullying
workshops in the northern communities 20 years ago. “I was bullied
as a kid,” he says. “I built up my self-esteem and learned to commu-
nicate more effectively through learning magic. So I decided to use
magic as a tool to help kids and teachers combat bullying.”

Glow works with groups ranging from 12 to 25 kids depending on
the age. “Many of these kids are shy and rarely speak,” he notes. “I
teach them simple magic tricks that are easy to learn. Because magic
always has a story component, it forces the kids to open up and tell
stories. It gives them more self-confidence and more positive attention
from parents, family members and peers. They have a great time show-
ing off to each other and doing tricks together. It gives these kids a
whole new outlook on life.” 

** * *
Jewish Winnipegger godfather 

of zoo’s new polar bear
Like Glow, fellow Winnipegger Mel Orecklin has spent a lot of time

in the north. For the past dozen years or so, Orecklin has been man-
aging finances for a variety of Aboriginal communities, work that has
taken him as far west as Vancouver Island, into the far north (most
recently at Tadoule Lake and Brochet) and to Northwestern Ontario. It
was in the latter region ten years ago, when Orecklin was stationed in
the remote community of Fort Severn – not far from Hudson’s Bay –
that he rescued the polar bear cub that eventually fathered Hudson,
the Assiniboine Park Zoo’s recently arrived new polar bear cub. 

“About ten years ago,” Orecklin recalls, “on a Saturday night, while
I was working at Fort Severn, one of the local band members knocked
on the door of my hotel room. He said for me to come outside and see
what he had. In the sled, behind his skidoo, was a baby polar bear.
The mother and twin bear cub had been killed”

Orecklin contacted his wife, Judy Herscovitch, back in Winnipeg for
advice as to how to handle the situation. Herscovitch suggested that
Orecklin arrange to put the bear club – who was eventually named
Inukshuk – into a jail cell overnight for its own protection from attacks
by local dogs.

“The cub sat down in the jail first against the wall, than later wan-
dered around the cell, stood up on its hind legs and drank water out
of the toilet,” Orecklin remembers.

The next day, Inukshuk – accompanied by Fort Severn OPP
Constable Wayne Menard, was put on a Bearskin Airlines flight for to
Sioux Lookout and on to Toronto and the Toronto Zoo, its home ever
since. 

Orecklin later visited Inukshuk at the zoo. “I wrote the head of the
zoo and told him I was coming to visit,” Orecklin says. “He gave me
a tour of the back area and the breeding area.”

Several of the Toronto Zoo staff later also flew to Fort Severn and pre-
sented the Band Council with a plaque to recognize their part in sav-
ing Inukshuk’s life. 

BRIAN GLOW: “I was bullied as
a kid. I built up my self-esteem
and learned to communicate
more effectively through learning
magic.” Photo credit Carey
Lauder 2012.

MEL ORECKLIN with photo of Inukshuk the polar bear
cub.
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Myron Love
Noted magician brings act, anti-bulllying efforts to remote Manitoba aboriginal communities

���������	
�����

��������	
�������
���	�������	����������	

��������������	������	��
�����������	��

 ���������!�����"���	�
�������#�����$%���
����$����&������

��������������������������	���
'((���	��!����!����

������	�����"����������	������

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE



O n
April 7,
1 9 8 8 ,
w h e n
A l b e r t
“Albie”
L o u i s
S a c h s

unlocked his parked car in
Maputo, Mozambique a bomb
planted by the South African
security services exploded.

The explosion killed a passerby
and left Sachs gravely wounded.

A lifelong human rights activist
from South Africa, Sachs was the
featured guest speaker at the 8th

Annual Sol and Florence Kanee
Distinguished Lecture at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue on
April 11.

The event, which attracted some 480 people, was sponsored by the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada (JHCWC). 

Sachs survived the blast, but he had lost his right arm and the sight in
one eye.

Long months of painful rehabilitation lay ahead, but Sachs drew
comfort, as he said during his presentation, from the thought that his
enemies had seized their best chance to kill him and had failed.

He told the story of his recovery from his injuries in his award win-
ning 1991 book (soft cover published in 2000) Soft Vengeance of a
Freedom Fighter (University of California Press), which also happened
to be the title of his talk. 

“He has an ability to take personal experiences and translate them
into world shaking events in which he’s been a prime mover,” said
local lawyer Jack London in an interview after Albie’s lecture.

“Yet, he leaves us with his sense of humility. It was quite brilliant.”
Similarly, David G. Newman, Q.C., a lawyer with Pitblado Law,

observed that Albie has gifts that many lawyers and jurists don’t have:
“And, that is the humility and simplicity in communicating about com-
plex legal issues to an audience of common and diverse humanity.”

Of Lithuanian background, Sachs was born into a South African
Jewish family. Both his parents were members of the Communist Party
of South Africa, he said. Sachs attended the South African College
School (SACS) in Cape Town.

“His career in human rights activism started at the age of seventeen,
when as a second year law student at the University of Cape Town, he
took part in the Defiance of Unjust Laws Campaign,” says biographical
information.

“Three years later, in 1955, he attended the Congress of the People at
Kliptown where the Freedom Charter was adopted. After graduating
with a law degree from the University of Cape Town, he started prac-
tice as an advocate at the Cape Town Bar at age twenty one, where he
defended people charged under racial statutes and security laws under
South African Apartheid.”

In 1994, Nelson Mandela appointed Sachs, 78, to fill one of the 11
new seats on the Constitutional Court where he served for 15 years.
He won praise and recognition from jurists all over the free world for
his achievement in placing South Africa as a leader in the legal recog-
nition of human rights. Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission
in relation to Residential Schools was adapted from his model.

“This is a hero who has written human dignity into the law,” said
Madam Justice Freda Steel of the Manitoba Court of Appeals, who gave
the introduction of Justice Sachs.

During his informal but persuasive presentation, Sachs, who spoke
without notes using a handheld microphone while sitting on a chair on
stage, said that while he was recovering from the assassination attempt
he felt “a total certainty” that his country would get better.

“In the hospital in London (where he had been transferred to), I was
feeling a certain measure of triumph that I had survived, and I’m going
to get through this,” he said.

“I had to learn to stand, do bodily functions again, clean my wounds.
The nurses in London with their kindness and tenderness gave me a
sense of connection to England. But, I still felt disconnected from
Africa.”

Then, one day Sachs, who spent 24 years in exile, received a note
from a friend in the African National Congress: “Comrade Albie: We
will avenge you.”

But, he rejected that view.
“Is that what we’re fighting for in South Africa?”asked Sachs, who has

two adult sons from his first marriage, and a six year old son, Oliver,
with his second wife, Vanessa.

“If we get respect for human dignity, then that will be my soft
vengeance. Because then we’ll be living under the rule of law.”

In an interview he did with The Guardian newspaper (Albie Sachs: ‘I
can’t tell my son everything’ October 8, 2011), Sachs explained that the
whole achievement of South Africa’s “wonderful new democratic con-
stitution” is soft vengeance.

“It totally smites the horror, the division, the hatreds, the separations
of apartheid but it does so in a way that is benign and creative and
humanising,” he said.

“It’s a far more profound vengeance than doing to them what they did
to us.”

Sachs became a persuasive advocate for the inclusion of a Bill of
Rights and an independent judiciary in the new constitution. 

He also noted that the
South African
Constitution is very simi-
lar to the Canadian
Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. 

Sachs had seen the rev-
olutionary regime of
Mozambique enmeshed
in civil war and was
determined, as he
stressed, that the new
South Africa would allow
the peaceful competition
of opposing political par-
ties. 

“I also argued that the
constitution should iden-
tify rights to housing,
water, health care and a
clean environment,” said
Sachs, who also has a
PhD from Sussex
University. 

Sachs was also very
much involved with the
development of the new
Constitutional Court
building– something of
particular pride to him. 

“The Court sits on
Constitution Hill in
Johannesburg, site of the
Old Fort Prison, now a
museum, where political

ALBIE SACHS: “If we get respect
for human dignity, then that will
be my soft vengeance. Because
then we’ll be living under the
rule of law.”
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Community news

South African freedom fighter Albie Sachs delivers Kanee Lecture
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Bring friends & family for a coffee/tea, a
munchie (included) and come for an casual

evening of excellent music. 
For later, stay for an interactive Phil &

Friends music session. The magic comes
from everyone bringing their own spark -

who knows how hot it will be!

� �����	�	��! ���

Continued on page 8.
See “Albie Sachs”.

By

MARTIN ZEILIG



It’s not every day one hears
of young people opting to
give money to a cause. When
it comes to kids we typically
conjure up images of  them
having other priorities on their
minds – like purchasing one
material item or another. 

Yet, a lot more young people
may consider donating money to causes close to their
hearts if we speak to them about the idea and give them
the opportunity. 

Jonathan Lerner (13) is a prime example of this. A stu-
dent at St. John’s Ravenscourt (SJR), Lerner enjoys play-
ing hockey, baseball, and tennis in his spare time.

He had his bar mitzvah last month (on March 9) at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

While Lerner was  preparing for his bar mitzvah with
Shaarey Zedek’s Rabbi Alan Green, getting his Torah
reading and speech down pat, the rabbi mentioned the
important work being done by Canadian Magen David
Adom (CMDA).

Magen David Adom (MDA) started up in Israel in 1918. It is Israel’s only
national first-aid organization, operating according to the principles of
the International Red Cross/Red Crescent Societies – providing emer-
gency, medical, ambulance, and blood services, as well as medical train-

ing, and international relief. 
MDA relies heavily on Diaspora volunteers and

financial support (receiving minimal government
funding). 

Canadian Magen David Adom (CMDA) was
founded in 1976.

In March 2009, a new CMDA chapter was
established in Winnipeg  It has since been raising
funds and awareness about MDA – and even
brought the first ever Winnipeg-sponsored MDA
ambulance to Israel’s Upper Galilee region. 

“I didn’t really know a lot about CMDA before
Rabbi Green told me about it,” said Lerner. “But
it’s so important. Every country needs ambu-
lances to get them to the hospital.
“I chose to put some ($650) of my bar mitzvah

money toward CMDA, because Israel is an impor-
tant factor in my life and because CMDA is such
an important organization.

“I’ve learned there are about 800 MDA ambu-
lances throughout Israel in service and 120 have
been purchased by the (Canadian) CMDA. I think

that’s a huge number and I’d like that to grow.
“If I raise some more money, I think I might donate again. Regardless,

I’m going to let people know about the importance of CMDA here in
Winnipeg. I don’t really know any other kids donating in this way, but if

I hear of others, I’ll
definitely talk to them
about donating to
CMDA.

“Israel is important
to me because
[although] I don’t
really have much
family or friends
there, I went to
H e b r e w / E n g l i s h
bilingual school
(Brock Corydon) for
six years and learned
a lot about it. 

“I’d like to go to
Israel one day, having
learned a lot about its
culture and lan-
guage. I’d like to visit
Jerusalem, as it has a
lot of Israel’s history.
It’s been there forev-
er. I’d like to see what
it’s like, including all
the tourist sites
there.” 

JONATHAN LERNER: “I chose to
put some of my bar mitzvah
money toward CMDA, because
Israel is an important factor in
my life and because CMDA is
such an important organization.”
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13-year-old donates bar mitzvah funds to Magen David Adom

The Rady JCC is pleased to present this new lecture and discussion series addressing
contemporary issues through a Jewish lens featuring Rabbis in the community. 
Please join us in the adult lounge for the following programs in this pertinent series:

Tuesday, April 30, at 7:30 pm
Rabbi Ari Ellis
Herzilia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue
Pro-Choice or Pro-Life: Reproductive Rights 
in Jewish Thought and Jewish Law
Please join us as we explore classic and
contemporary sources and explore the Jewish
approach to abortion, gender selection, and
birth control. Does Jewish tradition permit 
or forbid abortion? Whose choice is it? 
What factors are relevant? 
Under what, if any circumstances, 
may abortion be sanctioned?

Sessions are free of charge. Please contact Rebecca Brask at 204-477-7533 or rbrask@radyjcc.com

Monday, May 6, at 7:30 pm
Rabbi Neal Rose

Is Interfaith Dialogue 
A Mitzvah?

Monday, May 13, at 7:30 pm
with Rabbi Alan Green,

Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
Judaism and the Environment

Save the Date!

Zooming In: Contemporary Issues Through a Jewish Lens at the Rady JCC
Pro-Choice or Pro-Life: Reproductive Rights in Jewish Thought and Jewish Law with Rabbi Ari Ellis

The Rady JCC is pleased to announce the third installment of Zooming
In: Contemporary Issues Through a Jewish Lens. On Tuesday, April 30 at
7:30 p.m. Rabbi Ari Ellis of Herzilia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue will dis-
cuss reproductive rights in Jewish thought and Jewish law.

In this lecture and discussion Rabbi Ellis will take us through classic
and contemporary sources to explore the Jewish approach to abortion,
gender selection, and birth control. Does Jewish tradition permit or for-
bid abortion? Whose choice is it? What factors are relevant? Under
what, if any circumstances, may abortion be sanctioned?

Rabbi Ari Ellis was born in Los Angeles, California. He earned a BA
in Jewish Studies and a MA in Education before marrying his wife,
Tikvah, and moving to Israel. During the six years they lived in Israel he
studied at Yeshivat Darche Noam in Jerusalem and Yeshivat HaMivtar in
Efrat where he received Semicha (ordination) from Rabbi Shlomo Riskin
as well as from Rabbi Zalman Nechemia Goldberg. He is also a grad-
uate of the Straus Rabbinical Seminary which trains Rabbis to provide
leadership for synagogues and communities throughout the world.

Just over four years ago the Ellis' came to Winnipeg to serve as the
Rabbi and Rebbetzin of the Herzlia – Adas Yeshurun congregation.
Rabbi Ellis oversees local Kashrut supervision and also teaches several
classes at Gray Academy of Jewish Education where he also serves as
the Winnipeg Council of Rabbi's representative on the Board of
Directors. Rabbi Ellis is a member of the Rabbinical Council of America
and was selected by Yeshiva University as a recipient of the Legacy
Heritage Fund Distinguished Rabbinic Fellowship. The Ellis' live in River
Heights with their two children, Hodaya and Elishama.                                                                                   

The successful second installment of the Zooming In series was held

on March 21with Rabbi Karen Soria of Temple Shalom. Rabbi Soria
spoke on Let's enGender a Big Tent: a look at LGBT issues in Jewish life.
Rabbi Soria led us through her this discussion by focusing on scripture
and took us through the each passage illuminating our understanding of
the subject with commentaries from noteworthy scholars and her own
observations. Thank you to Rabbi Soria for taking us through this topic
with such forethought and insight.Save the date for these upcoming
Zooming In sessions!
May 6, 2013 at 7:30 with Rabbi Neil Rose
Is Interfaith Dialogue A Mitzvah?

Rabbi Rose will discuss the history of Judaism's relationship with
other religions. He will argue, contrary to other opinions, that interfaith
dialogues are a Mitzvah, religious imperative as there is much that can
be learned from sharing the wisdom found in each others faith tradi-
tions.
May 13, 2013 at 7:30 with Rabbi Alan Green, Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue
Judaism and the Environment

The 39 categories of forbidden activity on Shabbat seem arcane and
highly restrictive, until we see the big picture of the power of refraining
from altering the landscape of life as Nature has conceived of it.
Shabbat observance has been the Jewish Earth Day for the past three
thousand years. Isn’t it about time that the world (and we ourselves)
caught on and caught up?

All sessions are free of charge and will be held at the Rady JCC in the
Adult Lounge. For more information please contact Rebecca Brask at
rbrask@radyjcc.com

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

prisoners includ-
ing Nelson
Mandela and
Mohandas Gandhi
had once been
held,” he said,
mentioning that
the Court building
has won interna-
tional acclaim for
the seamless inte-
gration of murals,
sculpture, tapes-
tries and mosaics
into its interior–a
permanent exhibi-
tion of the creativ-
ity of South
Africa’s people. 

Albie Sachs
Continued from
page 7.



Two of Rady JCC’s
fitness staff were rec-
ognized in March by
the Heart and Stroke
Foundation of
Manitoba for their life-
saving efforts that
helped revive an
unconscious member. 

Kevin Roy and Kevin
Saunders quickly
responded to help a
75-year-old Rady JCC
member who was
unconscious in the
men’s locker room.
The two certified fit-
ness staff quickly per-
formed Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and used an
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) while waiting for the para-
medics to arrive.  Their lifesaving actions were able to revive the mem-
ber and the man later recovered from the incident.  

“We are so proud of how our staff handled that emergency situa-
tion,” said Gayle Waxman, Rady JCC executive director.  “Other staff
and members are especially impressed with how composed and
focused Kevin Roy and Kevin Saunders were.  They are great exam-
ples of the top notch staff we have here at the Rady JCC.”

Members and program users are in good hands at the Rady JCC.  All
of Rady JCC staff like Kevin Roy and Kevin Saunders are trained and
certified to perform first aid including CPR and the use of an AED dur-
ing emergencies.  

“When an emergency happens like that happens, you really just
focus on saving the life of that person,” shares Kevin Saunders.  “For
us, taking care of our members is a priority and it includes taking care
of them during medical emergencies.  We are here to help.”

KEVIN ROY
also received an
award, but was
unable to attend

ceremony

KEVIN SAUNDERS
with award he
received from
Heart & Stroke

Manitoba in March

Wednesday, April 17, 2013, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   9

Rady JCC news
Rady JCC fitness staff recognized for

saving a life 

A Rock Romance

Red River Region 
bbyo is the world’s leading Jewish youth movement! A program of

the Rady Jewish Community Centre, it is the largest Jewish organi-
zation in Winnipeg for teens. Open to students in grades 9-12, it
includes a variety of programming such as Shabbat dinners, coffee
houses, Jewish programming, sports activities, conventions, tikkun
olam, social action projects and much more. 

On the first weekend of March, all of Red River Region (RRR)
embarked on the annual Winter Convention (WC) at the Holiday
Inn South. After over a month of hard work and preparation for var-
ious competitions including songs, skits, short films, as well as many
forms of art work, the six chapters competed intensely with Chadda
and Gabriels taking home the win. 

The convention overall was a success, with both the AZA (guys)
and BBG (girls) left with memories and experiences that they will
never forget. Every WC, the current fourth year members share their
experiences in bbyo through a Life’s Ceremony. Sami Worb, a sec-
ond year BBG, said “I personally felt so blessed to have the oppor-
tunity to witness something so special and inspiring. Just from being
there you could tell every other girl in the room would wish to one
day be in that place too.”

WC is essential for Red River Region for multiple reasons, “It
maintains tradition and gives Winnipeg’s Jewish teens a strong sense
of community and belonging” said Ben Waldman, RRR’ s Regional
Aleph Godol. 

Now that the teens of RRR have built up their community, it’s time
for them, as well as their youth counterparts world-wide to set out
on a day of community service. 

Over the next few weeks, Jewish teens from all over the world will
be participating in J-Serve, a day of service. Red River Region will
be lending a hand to various organizations throughout the city as a
way to give back to the communities of Winnipeg on Sunday, May
5.

Last year, J-Serve participants volunteered at several organizations
that provide services for seniors. The goal was to give something
back to those who have given so much to the community in the
past. Afterwards, participants took part in a discussion about their
experiences and how they can get involved with helping communi-
ties overseas. 

This year’s J-Serve will be taking place on Sunday May 5. Students
will get the chance to volunteer at a women’s shelter and at a local
camp, helping to get it ready for the summer. If you would like more
information on how to get involved please contact Rady JCC’s Youth
Coordinator, Izzy Clark at HYPERLINK
“mailto:iclark@radyjcc.com”iclark@radyjcc.com

Eskimos huddle after the song competition

Winter Convention participants

bbyo Beat
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Canadian Hadassah-WIZO (CHW) is Canada’s leading Jewish women’s philanthropic 
organization. Founded in 1917, CHW is non-political, volunteer driven and funds 
programs and projects for Children, Healthcare and Women in Israel and Canada.

Children
Healthcare
Women

You’re creating better tomorrows
When you give generously through the Canadian Hadassah-WIZO (CHW) 

Annual Campaign, you improve the lives of the children in our daycare 
centres, at-risk youth in our schools, seniors and women at our community 

centres, and those seeking life-saving medical care at our hospitals.

But together there is so much more we can do!  

Act now - pledge your support to CHW projects in Israel and Canada.

Marla Dan, CHW National President

Call us today toll-free 
1-866-937-9431

ACT NOW! Pledge your support!
Donate securely online or visit 

www.chw.ca
Email 

info@chw.ca

Jewish Networking Association off to a great start

P.A.’s Abbas accepts Fayyad’s resignation
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Palestinian Authority

President Mahmoud Abbas accepted the
resignation of Prime Minister Salam Fayyad
after an internal power struggle.

Abbas accepted the resignation Saturday
at a meeting of the two Palestinian leaders
at P.A. headquarters in Ramallah. Fayyad
reportedly had offered his resignation ear-
lier in the week.

Abbas asked Fayyad to stay on and lead
a caretaker government until a new gov-
ernment is formed, the WAFA-Palestine
News Service reported.

The government will be formed after
seats are redistributed in the Hamas polit-
buro, the Palestinian Maan news agency reported. New elections
have not yet been scheduled, as the two major parties, Hamas and
Fatah, work toward reconciliation.  

In the past few weeks, already tense relations between Fayyad and
Abbas reportedly deteriorated due to major disagreements over gov-
ernment policy in the Palestinian Authority and rumors that Abbas
would fire Fayyad, who also serves as finance minister.

Following the resignation, the United States praised Fayyad and
thanked him for his leadership.

“We recognize the important roles played by both President Abbas
and Prime Minister Fayyad, and appreciate both of their efforts as
we and others work to support establishment of a viable, indepen-
dent Palestinian state,” said National Security Council spokes-
woman Caitlin Hayden. “Prime Minister Fayyad has been a strong
partner to the international community and a leader in promoting
economic growth, state building and security for the Palestinian
people. We look to all Palestinian leaders to support these efforts.”

Fayyad, who was educated in the United States, had the backing
of President Obama and other Western leaders, who believed him
to be essential to building an independent Palestinian state. 

Anti-Semitic attacks are rare in Russia, report finds
(JTA) – Anti-Semitic attacks in Russia "remained relatively low" in

2011 and 2012 amid rising anti-Muslim vitriol, according to a new
report by a Russian-Jewish group.

“During the reviewed period, the number of attacks of anti-
Semitic character in Russia has remained relatively low,” according
to the report published last week by the Euro-Asian Jewish
Congress.

Member Name of Business Type of Business Phone no. e-mail address

Shaun Katz Booke & Partners Accounting 284-7060 skatz@bookeandpartners.ca
Samantha Loxton Ben Gurion University Jewish Organization 942-7347 samanthaloxton@bengurion.ca
Jeff Gordon New Eternity Productions Videographer 296-2500 neweternityproductions@gmail.com
Tina Mackenzie Hair Club Hair Loss Solutions 944-9711 tinapaddison@gmail.com
Shira Zipursky It’s a Child’s Life Child Life Services 899-2405 shira@itsachildslife.ca
Rachel Nepon Ethos Realty Real Estate 888-3393 rachel@ethosrealty.ca
Ruth Feldman Realty Executives Premiere Senior’s Realtor 957-1007 rfeldman@mts.net
Rebecca Sprintz Equilibrium Acupuncture 415-5155 winnipegacupuncture@gmail.com
Jason Gisser Aikins Law Law Firm 957-4886 jbg@aikins.com
Igor Golinkin Print It On Printing 899-3350 sales@printiton.ca
Kineret Rifkind K. Rifkind Photography Photography 226-0286 info@krifkindphotography.com
Frank Goldberg Cdn Visa Advisors Foreign Recruiting 956-3598 fhg@CdnVISA.com
Evan Bloomfield National Sales Company Hotel/Hospitality Supplier 633-3377 evan@nationalsales.ca
Carlos Lopez Mimi’s Flowers Florist 487-1752 info@mimisflowers.com
Aaron Bernstein Bernstein’s Deli Catering 488-4552 aaron@bernsteinsdeli.com
Andrea Katz FIT Communications Marketing 770-2203 andrea@fitcommunications.ca
Aaron Migie Assante Capital Mortgage Broker 977-8045 amigie@assante.com
Rishona Hyman Aqua Essence Swim Academy Swimming, Lifesaving 275-2782 rishona@aquaessence.ca
Jonathan Blumberg Cushman & Wakefield Commercial Realtor 981-8028 jblumberg@stevenson.mb.ca
Nisim Baruch Baruch Electric Electrical Contractor 612-1995 nbaruch@rocketmail.com
Michelle Chisick Interior Illusions Interior Design 925-4162 michellez@interiorillusions.ca
Madeline Kowall MK Graphic Design Print & Web Design 891-4441 design@madelinekowall.ca
Lana Maidment Komana Financial Broker 291-8663 lmaidment@shaw.ca
Nathan Weltman Levene Tadman Golub Law Firm 957-6415 nweltman@ltglc.ca
Zev Blank Telexperts Telecommunications 789-5056 zev@telexperts.net
Ami Bakerman Nikken Wellness Consultant 772-2541 amibakerman@gmail.com

As we have been reporting in previous issues, a new business asso-
cation has been organized in our community. Under the direction of
Rebecca Sprintz, 26 individuals from a diverse array of backgrounds
have now joined the fledgling Jewish Networking Association. Plans

call for the group to meet every two weeks so that members can “net-
work” over lunch. Anyone interested in joining the association is
asked to contact Rebecca at winnipegacupuncture@gmail.com.

Following is a list of current members of the group:  

PRIME MINISTER
SALAM FAYYAD 
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Yiddish page

English summary of Yiddish column
On Yom Hashoa I read Avrom Sutzkever’s poem “Frozen Jews” at the Etz Chayim syna-

gogue. Sutzkever (1913-2010) survived the war in the Vilna ghetto and as a partisan. Upon
moving to Israel to establish a home for Yiddish in the Jewish state he became one of the
greatest Yiddish poets of all times. “Frozen Jews” (1944) creates the right Yiddish idiom to
represent and immortalize the horrors of the Holocaust. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

Stuff they left out of Fiddler
“Fiddler on the

Roof” was on TV a
couple of weeks ago. I
suppose the last time I
watched Fiddler all the
way through was prob-
ably in 1975 when my
sister played Hodel in
the Gordon Bell High

School musical production, and I was honestly
surprised (!) at how good the Norman Jewison ver-
sion was by comparison. Yes, Topol was actually a
better Tevye than Gordon Bell’s Paul Bachin,
whom I found so convincing at the time when he
growled, “would it have been so terrible if I had
been born with a SMALL FORTUNE?” 

Topol was great! As a died-in-the-wool
Yiddishist, I thought I would be put off by the
Israeli accent, but he totally made it work. Zero
Mostel? Forgive me, but after Topol, I can’t even
look at Mostel without seeing Bert Lahr in his
place as the Cowardly Lion, standing up to the
Russian Mob and mincing away: “Put em’ up, I
dares ya! Put em up!”

More significantly, I thought I would be offend-
ed by Hollywood’s sanitized version of shtetl life,
but instead I found a great deal of historical truth
in the overall portrayal. I can quibble with the facts
and details, but allowing for a reasonable amount
of poetic license, almost nowhere did I find myself
saying: “now that couldn’t have happened!” Quite
the contrary.

And yet, through no fault of Hollywood, Fiddler
leaves out one huge aspect of Jewish life that we
ought to know something about. The problem is
that Sholem Aleichem created a fictional charac-
ter called Tevye the Milkman (Tuvia der Milchiger)
who was “blessed” with five daughters and no
sons. So Fiddler is written around the fascinating
theme of how those daughters get married off; but
it tells us nothing about what life was like for boys
growing up. I know something of shtetl life from
my extensive readings in the original Yiddish,
especially the memoir of Falek Zolf which I trans-
lated into English some years ago. Zolf’s childhood
was dominated by learning, first in the Talmud-
Toyreh, then the kheder; eventually, at the ripe old
age of 11, when he had mastered everything the
small-town melamed could teach him about
Jewish Law, he was packed off to become a yeshi-
va-bokhur, first in Brisk and later in far-away
Slobodka. 

Zolf’s story is peppered with folkloric expres-
sions that I could never have translated without
extensive help from Rabbi Weizmann, who never
turned me away when I showed up at his office in
the Bnay Avraham with bundles of transcriptions
that I was working through. The funny thing is that
the questions I had were of a nature that any 12-
year old boy in Old Russia could have answered
with ease. I thought maybe it would be fun if I list-
ed some of them here for your enjoyement in the
form of a little pop quiz on Jewish Law and
Tradition. Here they are: 

1. What is the deal with the shor she-nagakh
es ha-porah?

2. What is the opposite of hayadayim yedey
eysav?

3. What is the controversy over the beytzah
she-noldah be-yom tov?

4. What is the difference between a shtut mil-
guf  and a shtut milbar?

5. What is the soltution to the problem of
shnayim ukhzin be-talis?

6. Where would you apply the doctrine of
kol dalim gevar?

And lastly, a bit of a trick question:
7. Who was Baba Kama?
I’ll give you my answers (with commentary – it’s

all about the commentary!) next issue. If anyone
wants to weigh in on these with their own per-
spective,  e-mail  jewishp@mts.net. Knock your-
selves out…

By

MARTY GREEN

Ex-Doheny Market owner being sued in kosher meat scandal
(JTA) -- Mike Engelman, who is suspected of selling non-kosher food from his Doheny

Glatt Kosher Meat Market in Los Angeles, is being sued.
City News Service, a Los Angeles media outlet, reported Tuesday that at least two law-

suits have been filed in Los Angeles Superior Court for fraud, breach of contract, battery,
and intentional and negligent infliction of emotional distress.

Last month, the kosher certification of Engelman's store was revoked by the Rabbinical
Council of California after Engelman was caught on video shot by a private investigator
smuggling in meat of unknown origin into the store while the kosher supervisor was away

(Ed. note: Shades of the Chicago Kosher scandal in Winnipeg many years ago.)



By BERNIE BELLAN
Lionel Steiman has an established reputation as an

expert on 20th Century European history. He was the
first professor at the University of Manitoba to teach a
course on anti-Semitism and the Holocaust. Among
his writings is  Paths to Genocide: AntiSemitism in
Western History (MacMillan Press Ltd. 1998. 

Now retired from his role as a history professor at
the University of Manitoba, Steiman continues to lec-
ture and write about the Holocaust and anti-Semitism.
On Monday, April 9, at  a well-attended event at the
Etz Chayim Synagogue that was organized by the
United Jewish People’s Order and the Sholem
Aleichem Community, Steiman offered a provocative
take on some of the most recent thinking that has been
emanating from other scholars of the Holocaust.

In describing what his lecture would encompass,
anyone who might have thought that what they were
about to hear would be relatively staid might have
been well advised to read the blurb that accompanied
an ad for the lecture in our March 20 issue, and which
contained the following lines:

“…the Holocaust and the presumed universal and irrevocable dan-
ger of anti-Semitism have replaced culture and religious observance as
defining elements for increasing numbers of Jews.

“In doing so they rendered Jewish identity unstable and insecure: as
the Holocaust is integrated in the global study of genocide and as anti-
Semitism is dislodged from its Christian and European moorings and
loses definition and meaning, Jews whose identity is defined by the
Holocaust and anti-Semitism may face an identity crisis.”

To be honest, although Steiman’s lecture was scin-
tillating, it did throw out so many provocative ideas
that it is difficult to distill a 35-minute lecture into a
report of only a few hundred words. Nonetheless,
what follows are some of the key thoughts that I was
able to jot down from a talk that was laden with inter-
esting and often highly controversial ideas:

“Many scholars no longer regard the Holocaust as
the singular event that so many Jews have believed,”
Steiman suggested in his introduction.

“For many Jews the Holocaust, along with Israel
and anti-Semitism, came to identify what it meant to
be Jewish.

“Many scholars argue that anti-Semitism was not
the essential cause of the Holocaust,” Steiman
observed. 

For instance, referring to Adolph Eichmann,
Steiman noted that there is an argument that
Eichmann was simply “a bureaucrat, motivated by
the pursuit of excellence” – a perverse example of
“bureaucracy divorced from self-restraint.”

In the same vein, other scholars have, at various times, made similar
arguments that “science, technology, medicine” – all “aspects of
modernity”, as Steiman put it, played vital roles in what eventually
transpired  into the Holocaust.

With this argument it is possible to conceive of many of the people
who played key roles in the actual planning and implementation of

LIONEL STEIMAN: “For
many Jews the Holocaust,
along with Israel and anti-
Semitism, came to identify
what it meant to be Jewish.”
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Lionel Steiman gives challenging talk on the place of the Holocaust within Jewish identity
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Bateman went on to say that
“While Jewish people make up
only one percent of Canada’s
population, they are victims of
two-thirds of all hate crimes.”

Quoting Prime Minister
Stephen Harper, she said:
“Remembering the Holocaust
is not only an act of recogni-
tion, it is an act of understand-
ing and undertaking.”

Winnipeg Mayor Sam Katz
referred to his own background
as the son of Holocaust sur-
vivors Zena and Chaim Katz.

“We stand together in silence, sorrow and hope,” he
said.

“It is within all of us to conquer evil…My own parents
were spared. It breaks my heart to tell my children that
one million children – just like them, died. But those chil-
dren will never be truly eliminated in our hearts.

“It is too easy to turn our backs on that which we do not
wish to see. We must never allow ourselves to forget.”

During her own remarks, Minister Melnick explained
the process whereby 250 names have been added to the
Holocaust monument on the Legislative grounds: “The
Jewish Federation put out a call to all Jewish newcomers
to Manitoba” (of whom there have been almost 4,000
over the past ten years), asking any Holocaust survivors
among the newcomers to add their own family members
to the monument.

Melnick said how glad she and her government were to
welcome these newcomers: “It is wonderful to have so
many people choosing Manitoba. Welcome to Manitoba.
Thank you to the (Jewish) Federation for your partner-
ship.”

In his closing remarks, Israel Ludwig elaborated upon
the process that led to the creation of the Holocaust mon-
ument: “In October, 1987 Philip Weiss and architect Alec
Katz, presented a proposal to the Winnipeg Jewish
Community Council to have a permanent Holocaust
monument. It was unveiled in 1989 and was the first of its kind in Canada to be built on
public grounds and the only one still to be situated on the grounds of a legislature.”

(In a letter to this paper in 1997 the late Philip Weiss, who was the Former Chair of the
Holocaust Remembrance Committee, noted that “the federal government, Manitoba gov-
ernment, WJCC and the Manitoba Jewish Foundation donated land and money toward the
Holocaust monument on the grounds of the Legislative Building.”)

Holocaust events
Continued from page 3.

Continued on page 13. See “Lionel Steiman”

Members of the North End Jewish Folk Choir perform a
medley of Yiddish songs written during the Holocaust at
the Etz Chaim Synagogue April 8. (It was appropriate
that  four members of the choir had “red” hair - in
keeping with the socialist background of the choir.)

Carol Matas signs a copy of
her book, Pieces of the Past -
The Holocaust  Diary of  Rose
Rabinowitz for Morris
Faintuch following her book
launch at the Berney Theatre
April 9.



the Holocaust as being “careerists”,
who may not have been particularly
anti-Semitic – or perhaps not at all.

Argument between “intentionalists” and “structuralists”
“The various stages of the Holocaust unfolded as part of the

Germans’ master plan for the East”, is what scholars who argue that
the Holocaust was developed “piece meal” would argue. These ideas,
Steiman said, can be described as “structuralist”. “The Holocaust was
improvised haphazardly” in this view.

Such ideas stand in distinct contradiction to the more traditional
argument given by “intentionalists” that the Holocaust was carefully
planned and implemented by individuals whose prime motivation was
virulent anti-Semitism. In this view, “the Holocaust was the imple-
mentation of a preconceived plan driven by Hitler’s hatred of Jews.” 

“But”, Steiman continued, “no clear evidence of such a plan has
been found, and neither has any written or other order for the exter-
mination of the Jews been discovered.”

Yet, as Steiman noted referring to Eichmann, “it is one thing to say
that a bureaucrat did something – but is it enough to say that bureau-
cracy made him do it?”

“Modernity only provided the context,” Steiman declared. “But what
generated the trigger?”

“Anti-Semitism was the trigger,” he said – but not the only “variable.”
Thus, for many Nazis, “dealing effectively with the Jewish question

within their sphere was the most effective way to advance their
careers.”

Seeds for the Holocaust were 
developed long before rise of Nazism

Many academics have argued that the seeds for the Holocaust were
laid by Germany in south-west Africa toward the end of the 19th
Century, when the first “concentration camps” were established
(something that Professor Adam Muller expounded upon during a
controversial talk he gave last year during Shoah Week). 

“The Germans in south-west Africa imposed race laws,” Steiman
noted. “Some scholars argue that the Holocaust was a logical exten-
sion of colonialism.”

“The earlier colonization of Africa and the Americas provided the
basis for the Nazis,” in this view.

One of the logical extensions of this point of view, therefore,
Steiman explained, is that “opposition to Israel is not anti-Semitism,
rather it is opposition to colonialism.”

“The connection between anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism is not
clear,” Steiman suggested. “Jew hatred is not rooted only in Christian
Europe…The contemporary phenomenon of anti-Semitism is global.
There is no consensus as to its meaning.”

Has the Holocaust been elevated to almost religious status?
Turning to the elevation of the Holocaust to an almost religious-like

status within modern Jewish life, Steiman quoted historian Peter
Novick’s observation  that “the Holocaust and Israel are the twin pil-
lars of American Jewish civic religion.”

“There’s no business like Shoah business”, is how some cynics put
it, in “tribute to the unfailing success of fund-raising relative to the
Holocaust.”

Yet, ironically, “for two decades after World War II the mass murder
of the Jews didn’t have a name,” Steiman noted.

“The survivors of the camps were just ‘DP’s.”
“They were scorned in Israel when they came – they hid their brands

in long sleeves…They kept quiet and to themselves – only later were
they regarded as ‘survivors’.”

“Prior to the Eichmann trial of 1961 there had been no attempt to
accord Jewish suffering a special identity,” Steiman observed. It was
only after that landmark trial that the term “Holocaust” came into
vogue.

“Thereafter, ‘Holocaust’ was regularly invoked by American Jews in
their campaigning on behalf of Israel” – especially at the time of the
Yom Kippur War.

“After the 1973 Yom Kippur War there was talk of a new anti-
Semitism in American society,” Steiman said, exemplified by individ-
uals such as Louis Farrakhan. 

With the advent of such groups as the Jewish Defense League, the
cry, once again, was that “Israel is the only safe haven for Jews.”

Rise of interest in Holocaust education explained
Yet, despite a perceived heightened anti-Semitism, among American

Jewish leaders there was, at the same time, an increasing concern over
assimilation of the younger generation. The result, Steiman noted, was
a massive increase in “Holocaust education, museums and monu-
ments.’

This phenomenon of a newfound interest in the Holocaust “was a
far cry from the post-war period when Jews said: ‘Why publicize our
weakness’?”, Steiman observed.

The 1970’s were also years where “identity politics” rose to the fore.

“Collective victimhood” achieved a heightened prominence, along
with a “public recognition of suffering”, with “competing victims
alleging moral superiority.”

As “members of older ethnic groups lose touch with language and
religion, the result is the appeal of a shared victimhood,” is how
Steiman put it.

Further, “as claims for Zionists come under increasing scrutiny”, the
Holocaust has become increasingly “marketable”,  he noted. “No
other event has generated as much inter-faith dialogue.”

“Keeping the Holocaust central in American Jewish awareness” rein-
forces the narrative of the Jews of Europe culminating their unfinished
journey in Palestine, Steiman suggested.

Unfortunately, that narrative runs into the observation that we know
that many of the Jews of Europe didn’t see their lives as “a journey, nor
did they think of the Diaspora as a temporary state.”

Steiman referred to controversy surrounding the building of the
Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. The very notion that building
that museum somehow connotes that there is a  “moral pre-eminence
of Judaism more than of other groups” has led to a certain antagonism
between Jews and other ethnic groups.

Steiman quoted American scholar Jacob Neusner: “If you know who
you are, you don’t have to make statements like that”, referring to the
Holocaust Museum.

In closing, Steiman asked whether we are now at the point where
current “Jewish identity is owed to catastrophe, built on anti-
Semitism.” 

Finally, he wondered whether “the Holocaust has been shaken by
downgrading the Holocaust as part” of an entire series of “genocide
studies”.

A lot of ideas thrown our way – many of them highly controversial
– and, no doubt, ones that will not go down well with certain mem-
bers of our community, but kudos to Lionel Steiman for having the
courage to, at the very least, challenge us all to rethink accepted wis-
dom about the Holocaust and Jewish identity. In the end, Steiman did
not reject outright any of the views on the Holocaust and modern
Jewish identity  that he outlined in what was a comprehesive and bal-
anced presentation. His lecture could well be used to stimulate a
future series of discussions on a wide range of subjects.
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Continued from page 12.
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By GIL SHEFLER
NEW YORK (JTA) -- Meredith

Ross will never forget when she
first laid eyes on Lior, her partner
for the past seven years.

Lior, an infantryman in the
Israel Defense Forces, was
escorting Ross' Birthright Israel
group on a free tour of the Jewish
state when his friend, a fellow
soldier, was killed. Lior was leav-
ing to attend his funeral and had
come to say goodbye.

The two 18-year-olds spoke for
just five minutes, but it was
enough.

“I remember borrowing some-
one’s phone to call my mother in the U.S., crying and telling her that
I was in love,” said Ross, now 26.

Seven years later, they live together in Ramat Hasharon, a leafy sub-
urb of Tel Aviv. The Chicago native completed her undergraduate
degree in Israel and now works for a local start-up company.

“Birthright was an eye-opening experience for me,” Ross said. “And
on top of that it
made me so proud
to be Jewish.”

Now entering its
13th year, Taglit-
Birthright Israel's
goal is to strengthen
the Jewish identity of
its participants and
their connection to
Israel. Yet the popu-
lar program also has
provided a platform
for untold numbers
of young singles to
form lasting partner-
ships.

No data exists on
just how many par-
ticipants have met
their spouses on the
trip. Birthright
knows of several
dozen marriages,
though anecdotal
evidence suggests
the number could be
much larger.

“Because our main
goal at Taglit is to
strengthen Jewish
identity and bring

Jews closer together, we
consider it a privilege that
we've allowed hundreds
of couples to meet and
build Jewish homes
around the world,” said
Doron Karni, the vice
president of international
marketing for Birthright.
“This is also in line with
the findings of a study by
Brandeis University that
showed Birthright partici-
pants are 45 percent more
likely to marry Jewish
spouses.”

Of course, young couples finding love in Israel is nothing new. But
Birthright's scale, and its success in targeting participants who nor-
mally would not participate in an Israel trip, make its reach potential-
ly far greater. The organization offers dozens of niche programs tar-
geting particular interests and backgrounds, including cycling enthu-
siasts, fraternity brothers, foodies, recovering addicts and LGBTQ.

It was the LGBTQ trip that attracted Alicia Rosenbloom, who says
she would never have gone on Birthright if it weren't for what is
known as the Rainbow Tour. She also wouldn't have met her partner,
Jordan Rubenstein.

In July 2011, the pair exchanged furtive glances at the airport in
New York. During the layover in Zurich, they began chatting.

“By the time we got to Israel we were sitting on the bus together and
talked a lot more,” Rubenstein said. “A few days in we were already
an item.”

Over the next 10 days they hiked up Masada, roamed the alleyways
of Jerusalem's Old City and spent a night in a Bedouin tent in the
Negev Desert. When they returned home, Rosenbloom moved from
Philadelphia to New
York, where Rubenstein
works at Congregation
Beit Simchat Torah, the
LGBT synagogue in
Manhattan.

This summer, on the
second anniversary of
their meeting, the two
women will tie the knot
at a ceremony in
Queens.

“Religion wasn't a big
part of my upbringing,”
Rosenbloom said. “I
wasn't bat mitzvahed,
and I kind of felt
Birthright was for peo-
ple who were real Jews and real religious.”

Not all the romantic Birthright traffic heads east.
Michal Ezekiel moved from Israel to Los Angeles in 2010 to be with

Max Simon, whom she met on the Tel Aviv beach in 2008. Simon
was a recent graduate of the University of San Diego; Ezekiel was
one of eight Israeli soldiers who accompanied his group on its
Birthright tour.

“I was one of those people who went on Birthright just looking to
get away from my life in L.A. and I had no idea what I was walking
into,” Simon said.

A few months later, Ezekiel joined her family on a trip to California,
where the two were reunited. He took Simon out for dinner on her
birthday, followed by a romantic walk on the beach. In 2012, they
were married in Israel.

“That was the first time we hung out outside of the trip,” Simon
said. “We saw each other and we realized there was something
there.”

For those who find love on Birthright, meeting their significant
other is the main reward. For years it was widely reported that
Michael Steinhardt, one of the program's main funders, promised
Birthright couples a free honeymoon in the Caribbean or Israel.

On its website, the Birthright organization makes clear that it does
not provide honeymoons to couples who meet on the trip. 

“Unfortunately,“ said Rubenstein, who is planning a post-wedding
getaway to the Grand Canyon, “it's an old wives tale.”
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On Birthright, building Jewish identity and finding love

Meredith Ross, 26, of Chicago,
met her partner of the past
seven years, Lior, on a Birthright
Israel trip and moved to Israel. 

Birthright Israel participants at
Masada, summer 2012. (Courtesy
Taglit-Birthright)

Alicia Rosenblum, left, and Jordan
Rubenstein met on the Rainbow Tour, a
Birthright Israel trip catering to LGBT
young adults, and will wed in July. 



Funds raised by the Jewish
National Fund of Canada
M a n i t o b a / S a s k a t c h e w a n
Region’s (JNF) annual fundraiser,
the Negev Gala, will go towards
a schoolyard development pro-
ject for Ilanot School located in
Jerusalem’s Gonen neighbor-
hood in Israel. Ilanot is a public
special education school with 70
students, aged 6-21, with severe
motor and cognitive disabilities.
The project will renovate the
yards of the school to meet safe-
ty and accessibility standards.
Unlike many Israeli schools,
both Arab and Jewish students
attend Ilanot.

“This project is a perfect fit for
the JNF, “says Rob Berkowits,
Executive Director, “The restora-
tion project is not only has an
environmentally focused but
Ilanot school is a perfect exam-
ple of Jews and Arabs coming
together to attend the same special education school.”

This year’s Negev Gala will honour the Arab Jewish Dialogue, an
organization committed to peaceful interactions between Arabs and
Jews. The environmental and development work that JNF does bene-
fits all Israelis, regardless of religion or race.  

Right now, the schoolyard is practically condemned and unusable
for the students. This restoration project will create a space that is
designed to meet the students’ physical, social and emotional needs,
especially those with lower cognitive skills. The equipment, selected
based on current special-needs standards, will be set up on a safe,

rubberized surface. Benches,
shade pergolas, water taps and a
fish pond will be installed, along
with fun playground elements
such as a sliding board, a bell
tower with pull-ropes, a wooden
“treasure box” containing
objects to touch and a Perspex
“giving tree” – a structure affixed
with objects made for touching.
Herbs and spices will be grown
in irrigated planters.

“Young people are the future of
Israel and we’re so happy to be
supporting Ilanot, not only
because the project impacts the
environment but because we will
see the direct impact the JNF’s
work will have on these chil-
dren,” says Karla Berbrayer,
President of the Board of the
Jewish National Fund. 

Students come from a wide
variety of geographical locations
to attend school at Ilanot. The

aim of the learning program is to advance the students in the particu-
lar fields of study, to teach them to function independently and to
maximize the students’ self-management. The program takes into
account the differences between the individual students and great
effort is made to create a personalized program for each student in the
fields of study, rehabilitation, physical needs and emotional welfare.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Rob Berkowits – Executive Director
Phone: 204-947-0207 E-Mail: rob.berkowits@jnf.ca

Condemned schoolyard of Ilanot School - Ilanot is a public special
education school with 70 students, aged 6-21, with severe motor and
cognitive disabilities. 
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Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird visits Israel
Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird flew

to the Golan Heights Sunday, April 7, to
hear Israeli concerns about extremists in
Syria as he announced $2-million in
financing for efforts to secure Syrian
chemical weapons.

The money, a credit line for the
Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW), will sup-
port a United Nations investigation into
chemical weapons mandated by
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

Mr. Baird, in Israel on a tour of the
Middle East, flew in an Israeli army heli-
copter to the sliver of hilly land Israel
seized from Syria in 1967’s Six Day War
and has occupied since. He peered
across to the Syrian side and received a
briefing from Israeli military officers.

A UN-monitored separation zone,
established after Syria tried and failed to
recapture the Golan in the 1973 Arab-
Israeli War, has been relatively quiet, and
Israeli military officers say they are now
concerned that extremists and terrorists
will be the new threat, rather than
Syrian-government tanks.

As an example that no one has clear
control of the area, they pointed inside
Syria to the village of Jubbata al Khashab
– once with a population of 2,000, but
with only 400 remaining – which is now
held by rebels but effectively encircled by
Syrian forces loyal to President Bashar al-
Assad that have cut off access roads.

An Israeli colonel told Mr. Baird that the
Syrian opposition
is a hodgepodge of
elements operating
under the Free
Syrian army
umbrella and out-
side it, and Israel is
increasingly con-
cerned about for-
eign jihadists and
extremist groups
such as the al-
Nusra Front, listed
as a terrorist group
by the United
States, who have
come to join the
fight.

The greater con-
cern is that they
might eventually
take control of
areas in Syria near
the Golan, build
infrastructure, and
seize an arsenal or
c h e m i c a l
weapons from the
Assad regime.

Mr. Baird, who
visited camps for
Syrian refugees in
Jordan last year,
said the prospect
of the war destabi-
lizing neighbour-
ing countries is a
major concern for
Ottawa. The dan-
ger of chemical
weapons is one
fear as Syria’s
bloody civil war
continues and
remains when it
ends.

John Baird on Golan Heights
Baird is on the far right in the cap, an IDF
officer is in the middle, and Pierre Poilievre
(MP) is on the left). This was the first time a
Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs has
toured the Golan (or any Canadian official
has toured the Golan with Israeli govern-
ment representatives).
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Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre celebrating 25 years

at 1588 Main Street
It’s ‘home away from home’ for dozens and

dozens of Jewish older adults who spend
many hours of enjoyment with friends old and
new.

It’s a place to reminisce, build new relation-
ships and discover that life is still exciting and
full of vitality even as we grow older.

You can eat fabulous kosher food, enjoy fit-
ness classes geared to your ability, dance to
your favourite music, educate yourself with
stimulating discussion and lectures, receive
counseling and referral for most of your con-
cerns and above all have the time of your life!

And this year the vibrant north end commu-
nity Centre will be celebrating 25 years of
operation at the 1588 Main street location.

In honour of this achievement and all the
accomplishments that the Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre has achieved in sup-
port of older adult active healthy living, the
Board of Directors will host a celebratory din-
ner and social evening on Thursday May 23,
2013.

The event begins at 6.30 pm at 1588 Main
Street and a limited number of tickets are
offered at $100 per person ($40 tax receipt
issued)

Please call as soon as possible to purchase
your ticket (they will go fast!)

Call 204-339-1701 – Visa and MasterCard
accepted
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Top Gun
“Probably the Number One Pilot in the Air Force”

Daniel was a
frightened 10-
year-old when he
took his first air-
line flight, as he
and his family
fled Romania for
Israel in 1991.
Today, Daniel is
one of the top
combat pilots in
the Israel Air Force, and has recently been appointed the deputy
commander of a major fighter-plane squadron. His teachers at Boys
Town Jerusalem recall the moment Daniel began to soar.

“Daniel (Full name withheld for security purposes) did not have an
easy time,” recalls his principal, Rabbi Elimelech Ya’akov. “He
arrived at Boys Town as a new immigrant, and struggled to master
Hebrew and keep up with his studies. But we were struck by the
extremely methodical study habits Daniel demanded of himself. He
advanced step by step, painstakingly gaining command of the mate-
rial before proceeding further. That diligence and systematic
approach was the secret to Daniel’s success at Boys Town–and his
brilliant rise to the pinnacle he has reached today.” 

Daniel’s fierce love for Israel grew from his childhood in Romania.
“I remember how harsh the Communist era was, with food scarce
and rationed,” he explained in a recent Israeli TV broadcast. “At that
time, it was forbidden to even talk about immigrating to Israel. But
my parents made it very clear that our ultimate goal was to get to
Israel.” Today, 23 years after narrowly escaping Romania, the
esteemed pilot admitted, “Every time I taxi for take-off, I look
around me at the Israeli countryside and say, ‘This cannot be taken
for granted.’”

Yet the early years in Israel were fraught with hardships for Daniel
and his family. His parents were very poor, and young Daniel
pitched in by cleaning stairwells of apartment buildings. “At Boys
Town we tried to encourage him.” Rabbi Elimelech explained. “He
was very strong, and kept fit. We actually gave him time off to work
out in a fitness center in the city. He was well-liked by his class-
mates and excelled in his electronics studies–but his every accom-
plishment was very hard-won.”

Following his graduation from Boys Town, Daniel joined the Israel
Air Force (IAF) and was selected for an elite reconnaissance unit. He
was then tapped for the officer’s training course, and later accepted
to the exclusive pilot’s training course. “At the commencement cer-
emony, I thought the heavens had opened up for me and let me see
my son as a soldier, where he can give of himself with love, here in
our own Land,” exclaimed Daniel’s proud mother.

Throughout his illustrious career in the Air Force, Daniel has
remained in contact with his Boys Town Jerusalem teachers and rab-
bis. “We are proud of his every accomplishment, including becom-
ing a wonderful husband and father. We know he will be outstand-
ing in his new appointment,” said Rabbi Ya’akov. “When then-Air
Force Chief of Staff Ido Nehoshtan visited Boys Town last year, I
mentioned that Daniel was one of our graduates. ‘He’s probably the
number one pilot in the Air Force,’ the commander replied. 

Here and now at Boys Town Jerusalem, there are many more stu-
dents overcoming hardships who will soon soar alongside him.

Camp Massad Live@60
Steven Schipper never had the chance to experience the

absolute joy and magic of being a camper or counsellor at Camp
Massad of Manitoba. But his daughter Susan did, spending many
incomparable and unforgettable summers on staff at the only
Hebrew immersion summer camp in all of North America. Which
is why Schipper, artistic director of the Royal Manitoba Theatre
Centre and an appointee to the Order of Canada, is volunteering
his time to direct Massad Live @ 60, an evening of shtick, song
and celebration in honour of Camp Massad’s 60th anniversary. 

David Gale did get to experience the absolute joy and magic of
being a camper, counsellor and program leader at Camp Massad,
spending numerous life-altering summers at the camp in the
1960s and 70s. Which is why Gale, a Gemini award-winning
stage and television actor, producer, director and writer is volun-
teering his time to host Massad Live @ 60, a one night only per-
formance on May 26, 2013.

Schipper and Gale are just two of the big names that will grace
the playbill at the MTC Warehouse Theatre in celebration of Camp
Massad, one of Diaspora Jewry’s most enduring and important
institutions. Other notable performers include local musical main-
stays Kinzey Posen and Shayla Fink, who will lead the house
band, SCTV sketch comedian Alan Kliffer, the Alumni Accapella
in Action Group, the Camp Massad Alumni Choir, and singing
sensation and impresario Elliot Lazar, who is also serving as the
show’s co-director. There will also be several surprise performers,
from near and far, certain to delight and amuse those in atten-
dance. Massad Live @ 60 is a celebration of Camp Massad – one
of the funniest, shtickiest and most creative and energetic places
in the world – but it is a show intended for everyone. It is a show
designed for those who enjoy great performances, great direction,
great music, singing, dancing, comedy and community. It is a
show for all Winnipeggers, children and adults, Massadniks and
non Massadniks. It is a show you won’t want to miss.

Tickets for the event are available from the Camp Massad office,
204-477-7487, or from members of the Camp Massad Board of
Directors. 

Doors open - 6:30 p.m. Showtime - 7 p.m.
Rush.

Israel/Community news
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The Gatekeepers delves into true costs
of Israel’s occupation of West Bank

Reviewed by 
BERNIE BELLAN

Nominated for an
Academy Award this
year as Best
D o c u m e n t a r y
Feature, no Israeli
film in recent times
has created more of a
stir than The
Gatekeepers.

I was able to obtain
a screening copy of
The Gatekeepers
from the distributor.

Given the subject
matter of The
Gatekeepers, howev-
er, one would think
that it would be of
particular interest to
Jewish audiences,
more so than the gen-
eral public. Its sub-
ject is the human toll
that Israel’s contin-
ued occupation of
the West Bank has cost Israel – not so much in terms of human lives,
but in moral terms.

The film is divided into seven parts and intersperses interviews
with all six of the men who are still alive and who served as heads
of Israel’s internal security service, the Shin Bet (which stands, by
the way for “Sherut Ha-Bitachon”). To a man, each one of these for-
mer heads roundly condemns Israel’s continued policy of maintain-
ing the occupation of Palestinian territory and the stranglehold that
religious settlers have exerted over Israeli politics.

Further, the disdain in which these seasoned intelligence officials
hold every single Israeli prime minister going back to Golda Meir is
quite astonishing. While politicians are often self-serving, the extent
to which Israeli prime ministers have been willing to lie to the Israeli
public certainly provides quite a different perspective to any of us
who might have held these men (and one woman) in relative high
esteem.

Even the prime minister who has become a hero to the peace
movement since his assassination, Yitzhak Rabin, comes off as total-
ly expedient – quite willing to sacrifice the careers of loyal public
servants if it meant saving his own career.

The film takes a chronological approach to the history of the Shin
Bet’s role in managing intelligence operations on the West Bank.
Following the Six-Day War the expectation was that Israel’s occu-
pation of Palestinian territories would be short-lived but, as religious
extremists began to establish settlements, the dynamic of Israel’s
occupation began to change from something temporary to what it is
today: An ongoing military occupation that sees Israel exerting con-
trol over over almost three million Palestinians living on the West
Bank.

While Menachem Begin may have been the first Israeli prime min-
ister to sanction large-scale settlement expansion beyond a fairly
small area that had been defined under the “Allon plan”, the film
notes that it was Labour prime ministers Ehud Barak who proudly
trumpeted the fact that the number of Israelis living on the West
Bank doubled during his tenure as prime minister - from a little
more than 100,000 to more than 220,000. 

The Gatekeepers describes Israel’s continued policy of occupation
as “no strategy, just tactics”. Each of the Shin Bet heads decries the
human toll that repeated incursions into Palestinian areas takes on
the occupiers. They all show a clear sympathy for the Palestinians as
human beings – even those very Palestinians who are ready to kill
Israelis.

“One man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter,” says one of
the Shin Bet heads. They may have carried out their orders to gath-
er intelligence with supreme efficiency, but they never detached
themselves from their essential humanity. And, even as they imple-
mented some very tough methods when it came to interrogating
Palestinian suspects, including sleep deprivation; forcing prisoners
to sit in uncomfortable positions for hours on end; and keeping
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Continued on page 19. See “The Gatekeepers”.
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Film news
hoods over their heads; they exhibit a
poignant understanding of the devas-
tating effect that their nighttime raids
had on the families that were forced to

watch their fathers, husbands, and sons being taken away by Israelis.
Another section of The Gatekeepers examines in detail an incident

that led to the resignation of then-Shin Bet head Avraham Shalom. The
incident, which came to be known as the “Kav 300” affair (named for
an Egged bus that was hijacked by Palestinian terrorists), happened in
1984, during the prime ministership of Yitzhak Shamir. During the
hijacking, Israeli agents managed to kill two of the Palestinian hijack-
ers and apprehend two others. Subsequently the two surviving
Palestinians were executed by Israelis – either soldiers or Shin Bet
agents – it’s not made clear. Shamir washed his hands entirely of the
incident, claiming that he had no knowledge of any of the events, but
the then-head of the Shin Bet, Avraham Shalom,  claims in the film
that he himself was not aware of the execution of the Palestinians until
after it occurred, and was subsequently forced to resign. 

As mentioned, this pattern of politicians disavowing any knowledge
of incriminating events while leaving others to take the fall is a recur-
rent theme in the film. 

Yet, the Shin Bet has proved remarkably effective in preventing the
vast proportion of
planned attacks
by Palestinians on
Israelis. In 1996
the organization
carried out one of
its most clever
operations when it
was able to assas-
sinate Yahya
Ayyash, a brilliant
Palestinian bomb-
maker who was
responsible for
numerous suicide
bombings. The
G a t e k e e p e r s
describes in
minute detail the
intricate detective work and operational planning that went
into the eventual killing of Ayyah through the use of a cell
phone.

The extent to which Israeli complicity in exerting control
over the lives of Palestinians has corrupted the Zionist ideal
is a recurrent theme in the film. Apparently Prime Minister
Netanyahu refuses to watch The Gatekeepers, as do a good
many Israelis. (No doubt our own prime minister would
also refuse to watch a film that might put some doubt into
his thinking that Canada must offer blind and uncompro-
mising support to Israel, no matter what the circum-
stances.)

But, how can anyone question the credibility of all six of
the surviving heads of the Shin Bet when they question the
very Israeli policies to which our own Canadian govern-
ment offers such strong support? I dare say that, for many
Jews who refuse to criticize Israel’s continued occupation
of the West Bank, if they were not to know who these men
were, they would accuse them of being “self-hating Jews”.

Finally, one of the most important points that I drew from
watching this documentary is that Palestinians have been
closely cooperating with Israelis in the maintenance of
security in the Palestinian territory for a very long time now.
The respect with which the heads of the Shin Bet hold the
Palestinian people – even the Palestinians who would want
to kill Jews, must come as a shock to Jews who would pre-
fer to regard Palestinians as lesser human beings. It is quite
the revelation to hear the very men who are responsible for
interdicting Palestinian terrorists say that they understand
full well the motivation that would lead someone to
become a terrorist. If there is something positive to be
gleaned from watching The Gatekeepers, it is the conclu-
sion that, at least the professionals who are responsible for
running the Shin Bet don’t view events with rose-coloured
glasses. They see things for what they really are. It is more
than a shame that the same can’t be said about the vast
majority of Israeli politicians, nor our own Canadian prime
minister, when it comes to understanding Israel’s occupa-
tion of the West Bank. 

The Gatekeepers opens May 3 at The Globe Cinema in
Portage Place.
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March of the Living 
The March of the Living is an annual program which brings stu-

dents from around the world to Poland and Israel. The program
was first established in 1988 and takes place in April or May, right
after Passover.

March of the Living enables students to explore the remnants of
the Holocaust. On Holocaust Remembrance Day (Yom Ha’Shoah)
thousands of participants march silently from Auschwitz to
Birkenau. This was the largest Nazi concentration camp complex
during WWII.

There are many goals to the March of the Living program; many
are universal, fighting indifference, racism and injustice as well as
opposing anitsemitism and strengthening participants’ sense of
Jewish identity. One main goal is not so much to learn from or
about history but to enter into history. By visiting Eastern Europe,
young Jewish students are taking part in a commemorative act,
which tells themselves, their people, and the entire world – and
perhaps even those who have perished - that the death of six mil-
lion of our people has been marked and will never be forgotten
by the Jewish people. 

A key element of the program is the participation of Holocaust
survivors who share the memory of their war-time experiences
with the students, while they are still well enough to participate in
this challenging two week trip of the young.

“When I came back from the March, I had an overwhelming
sense of the horrors that humanity is capable of. Before I left, I
would have said that all people are inherently good and after I
came back, I was not sure sure. I think everyone should visit his-
torical sites of the holocaust, such as concentration camps… one’s
perception of the horror of the events completely changes. I am
more motivated to combat incidences of genocide and racism that
occur today.” Quote from a former Marcher.

For more information about the March of the Living program
visit www.marchoftheliving.org or join us at the Information night
on Thursday, April 25 at 7:00 pm at the Asper Jewish Community
Campus.

The Gatekeepers
Continued from page 18.

The Gatekeepers describes
Israel’s continued policy of occu-
pation as “no strategy, just tac-

tics”. Each of the Shin Bet heads
decries the human toll that

repeated incursions into
Palestinian areas takes on the

occupiers. They all show a clear
sympathy for the Palestinians as
human beings – even those very
Palestinians who are ready to kill

Israelis.
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Books

Heroic “refusenik” story
Unbroken Spirit
A Heroic Story of Faith, Courage,
and Survival
Yosef Mendelevich
Gefen Publishing House,
Jerusalem, 2012, 336 pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

Unbroken Spirit by Yosef
Mendelevich has to be one of the
very best books, Jewish or other-
wise, published this year. It is an
inspiring true story of one man’s
courage and faith in the face of a
brutal, inhuman regime that was
determined to break him down. It
reminds us of just how strong the
human spirit can be and it can
help each of us to overcome the
challenges that our own lives pre-
sent.

Mendelevich spent ten years as a prisoner in the Soviet prison sys-
tem, much of that time in the Gulag camps. His crime? Attempting
to live as a Jew and to return to the home of the Jews, to Israel.

As a young man growing up in Riga during the 1960’s
Mendelevich became involved with the nascent Jewish under-
ground. He, like most Soviet Jews, knew little about his heritage, his
religion and his people. Along with other young Jews, Mendelevich
did things like helping to restore the graves in the Rumbuli ceme-
tery, where 25,000 Jews who had been massacred by the Nazis,
were buried. Gradually, his group of Jews became bolder, putting
out underground publications, and finally, hatching a plot to hijack
a plane and fly to freedom. The plot didn’t have a chance of course
and he and his friends were arrested, imprisoned, tried perfunctori-
ly and sent off into the maze of the Soviet penal system.

The Gulag system, Mendelevich explains, was built to re-educate
the prisoner and mould him into a Soviet citizen. A Soviet citizen no
longer believed in truth or in justice, but rather, completely accept-
ed anything that the State dictated, no matter how wrong, how
unjust or how absurd. Its goal was to totally rob him of his individ-
uality and of his beliefs. 

Mendelevich, through endless bitter and painful experiences,
learned to understand the Gulag and fought it endlessly with every
ounce of his being. He was sustained firstly by his faith. He contin-
ually prayed to God and often, in the direst circumstances, could
feel God’s presence. Lacking a Jewish education, he knew very lit-
tle about the prayers, the holidays or the laws of Judaism, but he
made use of every opportunity presented to him to deepen his
knowledge and his observance. At great personal cost, he wore a
kippah most of the time that he was in the camps.

Secondly he was sustained by his fellow Jews. The Jewish prison-
ers sought each other out and organized clandestine celebrations of
the Jewish holidays and clandestine classes where those with a bit
of knowledge taught those with less. Mendelevich went to great
lengths to acquire and hide scraps of prayer books, lists of Hebrew
words, Jewish texts of any sort, so that he would always be increas-
ing his knowledge and preparing himself for the day when he would
be set free and ascend to Israel.

Mendelevich also is a keen observer of his fellow human beings.
In Unbroken Spirit he paints vivid portraits of dozens of the people
he meets along the way, both prisoners and jailers. He is able to get
behind their actions to understand their motivation and is able to
avoid hatred and bitterness. Very few of those that he meets are able
to sustain their sense of self. Many are reduced to drunkenness,
cooperating with the authorities, futilely demanding their rights or
total submissiveness. 

All the while that Mendelevich suffered in the Gulag, the outside
world did not forget him and his fellow Prisoners of Zion. There
were continual protests by American Jews and others. Pressure was
brought to bear everywhere that was possible. Little by little, the
gates to the Soviet Union were pried open and the Jews began to
flow out to Israel and to the countries of the free world. The Jewish
prisoners in the Gulag, too, were gradually freed and finally in 1981
Mendelevich’s turn arrived.

Here is the concluding paragraph of the book:
“I know all too well how difficult it can be to endure life when

things seem grey and depressing, when our sense of hope and
meaning is lost. I too nearly reached the point of such despair. Yet I
found a way to elude my weaknesses, to find myself, and to be as
my Creator wishes me to be: strong and joyful. And thus I call to the
readers of this book: follow me towards a life of joyful purpose and
meaning.”

(Unbroken Spirit is available at the Winnipeg Public Library.)

Ramblings of a Canadian Israeli.  
By Ruthie Soudack Maman

This week, the week of April 14th to the 18th Israel commemorates its fallen:
Israeli soldiers and victims of terrorism and its Day of Independence.  The
evening of April 14th, and 24 hours following, Israelis everywhere remember.
We remember the courage, the hope, the dreams of dear ones who fought to
establish and protect the Jewish State.  We remember those innocents, victims
of terror…..and then, immediately at sundown, the next day, April 15th in the
evening, the celebration begins.  It is a celebration of joy, of community spirit
and appreciation.  People are dancing and singing in the squares and enjoying
bar-b-cues and picnics in the parks. The transition from sorrow to joy, 24 hours
of sorrow to 24 hours of joy, is exhilarating in itself. This very special time is
engraved in my heart, in my very being, my soul, and although I am thousands
of miles away, I still feel it burning within.  

Winnipeg, Canada is my new/old home now.  Here I am, enjoying the peace
and quiet of the Temple Shalom office, feeling the warmth of my new-found
community family, thankful for the love and closeness of my children and
grandchildren, yet my heart is elsewhere.  Of all our wonderful, traditional hol-
idays that we celebrate here in Winnipeg and especially at Temple Shalom, this
is the only one where I am being pulled back to Israel, to that special moment
in time of 48 hours - 48 hours once a year of the 65 years of Israel’s existence.
I am grateful to have been able to live and experience both worlds.
Calendar April 19th and on
Fri  April 19  7:30pm Shabbat Services lay led by Judith Huebner with 

Cantor Len Udow
Sat April 20  12pm Yoga Shalom
Sat April 20  8pm "REWiND" in Concert with Dessert Buffet. Tickets $36 

or 2 for $60.  Doors open at 7:30pm
Sun April 21  9:45am Yom Ha-atzmaut School Celebration
Fri  April 26  6pm Israeli Dinner, sponsored by ARZA.  Adults $10; 

Children $5. Featuring Felafel & Pita, various Israeli 
salads, humus & tahini.

Fri  April 26  7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Linda Freed with Janet 
Pelletier-Goetze

Sat  April 27  7:30pm Coffee House Concert featuring "Those Guys" 
Acappela Octet Tickets $10, at door $12.

Sun April 28  9:45am Lag b'Omer School outing
Fri  May 3  7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria with Cantor 

Len Udow
Sat May 4  10pm Bat Mitzvah service and celebration
Fri May 10, 7:30pm Shabbat Shavuot Service lay led by Patrick Elazar with 

Cantor Len Udow - the reading of the Ten Commandments
Sat May 11, 12pm Yoga Shalom
Sat May 11,  8pm Adult Ed led by Patrick Elazar with light s'udah shlishit 

and Havdallah 
Fri May 17,  7:30pm Religious School Shavuot Service with Cantor Len Udow
Sat May 18,  12pm Yoga Shalom
Sat May 18, 5-12pm Religious School Wakathon - Tikun for Shavuot 
Fri May 24, 8pm Friday Night Live Shabbat Service with Cantor Len and 

the FNL Band

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn
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Health news
A doctor’s own struggle empowers others
Dr. Ali Zentner has looked after

over 5,000 patients since she
started in medicine, but the main
patient she never looked after
was herself. 

As age 31, she was pre-diabet-
ic with high blood pressure,
weighed over 300 pounds and
was in the worst shape of her life.
She started to change bit by bit
and now has lost over half her
body weight. 

On Sunday, April 21st at the 11th

annual Wellness Expo at the
Seven Oaks General Hospital
Wellness Institute, Dr. Zentner
will share her journey to better
health.

The Wellness Expo will also
feature foot screenings by podia-
trists, a Walmart vision screen-
ing, exhibits, raffles, samples,
refreshments and more!

All proceeds from this event
will help fund pediatric diabetes research at the Children’s Hospital
Foundation of Manitoba and with the Canadian Diabetes Association.
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Learn more to save your life
Over 9 million Canadians are living with Diabetes in Canada.

Whether it’s hereditary or diet induced, Dr. Ali Zentner knows the
struggles her patients have as she has lived them herself. Join Dr. Ali
Zentner on Sunday, April 21st at the Seven Oaks General Hospital
Wellness Institute 1075 Leila Avenue from 1 to 4 p.m. to learn how
her journey to better health changed her life.

The event will also feature exhibits, foot screening by podiatrists,
Walmart vision testing, raffles, samples, refreshments, prizes and
more!

Get your tickets from any local Walmart Pharmacy, The Wellness
Institute or at the Canadian Diabetes Association office. 

This event is presented by Walmart Pharmacy and the Canadian
Diabetes Association. All proceeds raised will fund pediatric diabetes
research at the Children’s Hospital Foundation of Manitoba and the
Canadian Diabetes Association.

Dr. ALI ZENTNER
speaking at the Seven Oaks
Hospital Wellness Institute

Wellness Expo Sunday April 21,
from 1-4 pm

We are seniors
Chapter no. 37

Now that some of us are approaching the
sunset of our lives, do you ever wonder
how the years have passed so quickly? It
seems like only yesterday we were in high
school, having the time of our lives. We
were attending dances, where the girls
were lined up on one side of the room, and
the boys on the opposite side. If you were
shy, you finished last! Older people were

over 50 years old and some of them were already turning grey! That
wasn’t going to happen to us! No sir, we were going to remain
young forever. But for some of us old age did happen! And the vigor
of youth did disappear!

We thought this would never change. But, for those of us that have
survived, things did change. We walk a little slower and are extreme-
ly careful. For many of us our ability to hear the spoken word did
change. Why is everyone mumbling? Why doesn’t this hearing aid
work the way it is supposed to? Really, there is nothing wrong with
my eyesight, it’s just that the printed word is smaller than it used to
be! And I could read a lot better if my arms were longer!

My friends have noticed that I am putting on more weight.
Impossible! My weight has been the same for years. I am just not tall
enough for my weight. If I were a foot taller I would be just the right
weight! And who ever thought that gravity would come into the pic-
ture. Everything seems to have dropped lower! 

It is tough to look at old picture albums. Was that us when we were
married? Everyone looks so skinny. And I looked so ridiculous with
that moustache. But, let this be a warning for the younger seniors!
Live now! The years pass by very quickly. Before you know it the pic-
ture you are looking at in your mirror isn’t your father, or grandfather,
it’s you! The words “I could have” or “I should have” and “If only”
should vanish from your vocabulary. Don’t put off that wonderful trip
that you planned for years, if you are physically and financially able.
(My public school teacher would hold up her hands in horror. Didn’t
I learn anything about grammar in his class?)

Hold your friends close! They become fewer as you grow older!
Attend as many special occasions that you can. No excuses! The
sum total of what you create during your lifetime will not be mea-
sured by the money you accumulate, but by the friends who will
miss you when you are gone! What did you give of yourself to help
others in need? And remember that humour is the spice of life.
When is the last time that you laughed until you cried? Learn to
laugh at yourself. I am sure that you can look a little ridiculous at
times, so let it be, go with the flow! Learn to say, “I am sorry I was
wrong.” After all you can’t be right all the time! And, as I have men-
tioned before remember “I.D.M” - It doesn’t matter

Dare to be different! There is no time like the present! Call up an
old friend and invite them out to lunch. Tell someone who is near
and dear to you how much you care, and how they have made a dif-
ference to your life! If you have had a mentor, who has helped you
steer the right course in your life and has helped you to be a better
person, let them know now! Forget your complaints, we all have our
aches and pains. When someone asks how you feel, tell them that
you feel just great, even if you have to lie a little. And remember to
smile when you say that, because a smile is contagious.

Make as many new friends as possible to replace former friends,
that have passed on. And don’t forget your old friends, they are pre-
cious! Keep your mind alive and healthy by trying new things that
give you a challenge and keep you from becoming a couch potato.
I have heard that The City of Winnipeg, has acquired a new piece of
Snow Removal Equipment, they call it “July”.

By

HARRY WARREN Next issue of 
The Jewish Post & News is 

Wednesday, May 1
Deadline for advertising is 

Thursday, April 25



After Passover it is
time to enjoy some
of the new spring
produce and kosher
products that are
available. I have
enjoyed making
pesto from scratch
and, in the recipe

below, I have used baby arugula.
The Mediterranean diet of Israel seldom

uses pasta and simple carbohydrates. I have
been very inspired by the Jerusalem cook-
book, Author of Plenty, which was gifted to
me. The bright sunny photos of the fresh pro-
duce markets and life in restaurants gives the
reader a feel as if they were there at the
moment. You can imagine the smells after
you see the chopped parsley, the oven baked
pitas, lamb shawarma roasting, and carts of
bright shiny produce.

The book takes you through many of the
Jerusalem neighbourhoods and the feel of dif-
ferent food cultures. It is common that veg-
etables are stuffed with Israeli feta cheese and
beans and grains. The use of lemon juice,
olive oil and olives is prominent in most
recipes as well as eggplant, dates and figs.

Enjoy.
* * *

PESTO PERFECTION
1 cup baby arugula
3 cloves garlic
1.5 tbsp olive oil
2 tbsp low fat parmesan cheese
1 tbsp pine nuts

In a small food processor combine all the
above ingredients and pulse several times.

After roasting some tomatoes in the recipe
below, I add a few of them, along with there
juices, to the pesto and blend again.

This makes enough pesto for the recipe
below and 1/4 cup leftover.

* * *
ARUGULA, ROASTED TOMATO AND
CRAB ( KOSHER SUBSTITUTE ) PESTO

PENNE
1 pint cherry tomatoes
1-2 cups baby arugula
4 to 5 medium sized balls of bocconcini
cheese cut into small pieces
1 package of frozen kosher surimi seafood
flake, defrosted ( mock crab or shrimp)
1 tsp minced garlic
2-3 tbsp white wine or white wine vinegar
1-2 tbsp olive oil
1-2 tbsp balsamic vinegar
4-6 cups cooked penne pasta
Salt and pepper to taste 
3-4 tbsp pesto

Preheat oven 375.
Put the tomato halves, olive oil, balsamic

vinegar and salt and pepper into a oven safe
dish. Stir to coat and put in oven. Cook for
20-30 minutes.

Heat a pan sprayed with PAM and when
hot, add in mock crab and minced garlic.
Cook until soft and then add white wine and
cook until lightly brown.

When the tomatoes are done, transfer them
into a large bowl and then on top, put in the
raw arugula, then the pasta, crab and pesto.
Toss to coat and add in the bocconcini
cheese. Top with shaved parmesan.

* * *

SPICED CHICKPEAS AND FRESH 
VEGETABLE SALAD

From the new cookbook,  Jerusalem
By Yotam Ottolenghi and Sami Tamimi
1 cup canned drained chickpeas and warm in
a microwave
2 small cucumbers
2 large tomatoes
1 cup radishes
1 red pepper seeded
1 small red onion, peeled
1/4 cup chopped flat parsley
6 tbsp olive oil
Grated zest of 1 lemon plus 2 tbsp of juice of
the lemon
1 1/2 tbsp sherry vinegar
1 clover minced garlic

1 tsp fine sugar
1 tsp cumin
1 tsp allspice
Salt and fresh ground pepper
Greek yogurt (optional)

Cut the cucumber, tomato, radish and pep-
per into 2/3 inch dice. Cut the onion in 1/4
inch dice. Mix everything in a bowl with the
parsley.

In a sealable container, mix 5 tbsp olive oil,
the lemon juice and zest, vinegar, garlic, and
sugar and mix well to form a dressing, then
season to taste with salt and pepper.

Pour the dressing over the salad and toss
lightly.

Mix the allspice, cumin and 1/4 tsp salt and
spread on a plate. Toss the warmed chickpeas
in the spice mixture to coat well.

Heat the remaining olive oil and lightly stir
fry the chickpeas 2 to 3 minutes shaking the
pan to cook evenly. Keep warm.

Divide the salad among four plates arrang-
ing it in a large circle and spoon the warm
spiced chickpeas on top, keeping the edge of
the salad clear.

You can drizzle some Greek yogurt on top
to make the salad creamer.

Serves 4.
* * *

SWEET AND SOUR TOFU
1 cup uncooked brown rice
1/3 cup low sodium vegetable broth
2 tbsp rice vinegar
2 tbsp ketchup
1 tbsp low sodium soy sauce
1 tbsp brown sugar
2 tsp cornstarch
1 tbsp canola oil
1 block firm 450 gm tofu sliced into 1 inch
cubes
1 red pepper sliced thinly
2 cups broccoli florets
3 green onions sliced thinly
2 gloves garlic minced
1 tbsp minced ginger
1 cup pineapple chunks

6 bunches baby bok
Choy thinly sliced
1/3 cup unsalted
cashews

Place 2 cups water
and rice in a
saucepan and bring
to a boil, reduce
heat and simmer 25
minutes.

In a small bowl
whisk together veg-
etable broth, rice
vinegar, ketchup.
Soy sauce, brown
sugar, cornstarch.

Heat a wok or
large skillet over
medium heat and
add oil then add tofu
and brown 4 min-
utes, then transfer to
a plate.

Add red pepper,
broccoli, green
onion, garlic and
ginger to pan stir for
one minute.

Add tofu, pineap-
ple, bok choy,
cashews cook for 1
minute.

Serve over brown
rice.
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Springtime recipes from Jerusalem

By

FRANCINE TELLER



By SAMUEL LOVE 
As we near the end of April, it will soon be

time to give what seems like all of our hard
earned money to the Tax Man. Yes, Revenue
Canada is here to take our money once again
and give us the good quality of life that we can
be thankful for in the Great White North.
Unlike many other countries throughout the
world, we have the right to democratically
elect people to represent us in governments,
boards and associations. We have the right to
protest and sometimes ridicule decisions
made by those representatives in govern-
ments, boards and associations. We have the
right to attend schools, acquire employment,
live where we want, and socialize with whom
we want.

We have the right to live and work in struc-
turally sound buildings, with electricity, clean
and running water, and heating and cooling
systems. We have the right to own property
and possessions.

We also have the right to access healthcare
facilities, hospitals, doctors, dentists, mental
health professionals and therapists. We also
have legal rights and are allowed adequate
presentation in a court of law. Unlike many
other countries in the world, we also have the
freedom to go almost everywhere in our coun-
try without compromising our safety and secu-
rity. We have police forces who maintain
social order, an army and border guards to
protect us from invaders and three primary
levels of government (municipal, provincial

and federal) whose duty is to continue to pro-
vide us with the good quality of life that we
have been accustomed to.

The key measure of any economy’s strength
is Gross Domestic Product (or GDP, which is
the total value of goods produced within a
country in a given period of time – usually in
a certain year). In 2012, Canada possessed the
14th highest GDP ($1.446 trillion) out of the
229 countries in the world. This works out to
an average annual income of roughly $41,500
per person – of which our government takes a
share in order to provide the services and free-
doms that we expect in Canada.

Israel is another country that is also relative-
ly prosperous. Its GDP was  $247.9 billion
dollars in 2012, or an average of $32,200 per
person and it has the 51st highest GDP in the
world. Similar to Canada, Israel also has a
democratically elected government and, as
their news-making Palestinian-Arab Knesset
members Dr. Afou Agbaria and Hanin Zoabi
would most likely concur, it is very easy to
ridicule the Knesset and not face any serious
repercussions.

Adjacent to Israel is the West Bank, part of a
disputed future homeland for the Palestinian
people. There are 229 countries in the world
and while Palestine is not an independent
state, if it were, it would have the 155th high-
est GDP at $8.02 billion, amounting to an
annual average salary of $2,900 per person,
which is only $2,500 more a year than the
poorest country in the world – the war torn

Democratic Republic of the
Congo. With average salaries that
low, significant taxes cannot be
levied and if significant taxes
cannot be levied, poverty persists
and foreign aid is required to
maintain the Palestinian
Authority. 

Palestine received $2.444 bil-
lion in foreign aid in 2011, pri-
marily from the United States,
the European Union, UNRWA,
Canada and other European and
Middle Eastern countries. What
is less commonly known is that
Israel has been and continues to
be a large provider of funding
and vital resources to the
Palestinian Authority through
hundreds of millions of dollars in
humanitarian aid, tax transfers,
electricity, clean water, job cre-
ation and healthcare (197,713
West Bank Palestinians were
given medical care in Israel in
2011) – yet Israel is the villain,
settlements are an obstacle to
peace and Israel must immedi-
ately withdraw from the West
Bank in order for the Palestinian
people to rule their own land. So
what would the new destitute,
natural resource-lacking
Palestine look like without Israeli
involvement?

It is hard to accurately predict
how bad it would be. For starters,
the cash strapped Palestinian
Authority would have to hire
more employees and govern a
larger area. As they are in a daily
fight to financially survive, this
would be a cost that they cannot
afford to incur. How would the
Israeli public view the State of
Palestine? Would they support
their government giving the
Palestinian Authority hundreds of

millions of dollars a year in aid? Would they
support their government paying for the
upkeep of another country; paying for another
country’s security forces, healthcare, infra-
structure, water, electricity and education sys-
tem? If the Palestinian Authority were to
receive a large influx of foreign aid, would
Israel even be willing to sell them water and
power? Would trade with Israel continue to
account for half of Palestine’s exports, or
would Israel seal the border and refuse to do
business with them? Many argue that settle-
ments are an obstacle to peace and that Israel
must immediately withdraw from the West
Bank, but unless these questions are
addressed and Palestine develops a strong tax
base to financially survive, poverty will wors-
en, life for the Palestinians will deteriorate,
and the Palestinian Homeland will become
one of the most intolerable places on earth.
What the Palestinians need most is the finan-
cial resources to govern themselves. The worst
thing that can be done to them at present is for
Israel to pull out of the West Bank and let
them fend for themselves without providing
these financial resources. There is no easy
solution to this conflict, but with all of our
complaints about forking over our hard
earned money to Revenue Canada, perhaps
Palestine should be a gentle reminder how for-
tunate we are to have this hard earned money
to give to our government, to have a stable
government that does not rely on foreign aid
to survive, and to live with a good quality of
life in one of the most affluent countries in the
world? Wishing a happy and joyous tax season
to all Canadians, and wishing the ability to
pay tax for all West Bank Palestinians.
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stances and needs within
the Jewish community,”
ensures the Torah will
always continue to be

meaningful and relevant in every generation.
Our constantly evolving legal system does not engage

in intellectual acrobatics or contort itself to fit the latest
fads and trends. Our system is rooted at Sinai and
remains “timely, relevant and applicable as if it were
revealed today. The system, more than anything else, has
guided and preserved our people across the centuries,
enabling us to reflect God’s will in our daily lives.”

As Rabbi Jonathan Sacks writes regarding Midrash
(Covenant and Conversation: Genesis 44), “the sages
made a bridge across time, from ancient text to contem-
porary application…” answering the question “‘What do
these words mean, not when they were first spoken or
written down, but to us, here, now?’ The Torah, as the
word of God who is beyond time, has a message for every
time and each generation.” The Statement of Principles on
the Place of Jews with a Homosexual Orientation in Our
Community, signed by over 200 leading Orthodox Rabbis,
educators, and community leaders, and arrived at by con-
sensus after hundreds of hours of discussion, is the very
result of that process.

No, it does not answer all the questions. Yes there are
still outstanding issues yet to be addressed. But the
approach that I presented is both authentic and com-
pelling in beginning to address these issues in a legiti-
mate and authentic way. I find it unfortunate that as edi-
tor of our local Jewish newspaper, you prefer an
approach to Judaism that totally divorces Jewish tradition
from any meaningful insight in dealing with today’s most
relevant issues declaring it “intellectually consistent” and
admirable not “to bend with the times.”

The question is not whether one can be both gay and
Orthodox, but how one can be both gay and Orthodox.
And to answer that question I would end with Hillel’s
response to the man who sought to convert to Judaism
while standing on one foot. After telling him to love his
neighbour as himself, he concluded by instructing him
Zil Gmor, to go and study. Now is the time, not to adapt
Judaism to fit every latest fad and trend, but to apply the
vast wealth, knowledge, and beauty of our four thousand
year old tradition to every facet and every challenge of
modern day life. Zil Gmor!
Rabbi Ari Ellis

Letters
Continued from page 5.
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Community news

On April 4, some 75 Winnipeggers were in attendance at a concert
performance given by singer Keith McPherson at the home of
Cathy Moser and Jeff Itskow. The concert was a Serratus Superstar
cancer research fundraiser.
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CFHU pays tribute to 
Dr. Brent Schacter MD, FRCPC

On Monday, April 29th, 2013 at the Fairmont Hotel, Dr. Brent
Schacter will be presented with the prestigious IMRIC (Institute of
Medical Research Israel-Canada) AWARD for his many years of
devoted service to the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and to our
local community.

Dr. Schacter is a past-president of the Winnipeg Chapter,
Canadian Friends of Hebrew University (CFHU) and a member of
the national board.  His career has been dedicated to cancer
research and treatment and is former CEO of CancerCare
Manitoba.  In addition to his many commitments, Dr. Schacter sits
on the FASD (Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder) joint steering com-
mittee which oversees the collaborative research project between
the University of Manitoba and Hebrew University, currently
entering its third year.   

Dr. Schacter is a professor in the Department of Internal
Medicine of the University of Manitoba and a member of the
Department of Medical Oncology and Hematology at CancerCare
Manitoba.  He was CEO of the Canadian Association of Provincial
Cancer Agencies (CAPCA) from 2003 until 2008.  From 1993 to
2003 he was President and CEO of CancerCare Manitoba.  He
was a member and then Co-Chair of the Steering Committee of
the Canadian Strategy for Cancer Control (CSCC) from 1999 to
2002 and Co-Vice Chair of the Council for the CSCC from 2004
to 2006.  He was a member of the Provisional Board of CPAC
2006/2007. Chair of the Standards Action Group of CSCC/CPAC
from its inception until 2008.  He was a member of the Health
Human Resources Action Group of CPAC, chairing the HHRAG
Service Delivery Models Project, and is currently on the CPAC
External Review Panel.  He is a Co-Chair of The Canadian Task
Force on AYA Oncology.  He is Principal Investigator on the
Canadian Tumour Repository Network (CTRNet) Program Grant
from CIHR-ICR since its inception in 2004.

In our April 3 issue, Myron Love’s column told of the success that
a group of women known as the “Serratus Superstar Team” has had
in rasing over $100,000 the past six years for the fight against can-
cer. At the time of publication we had not received the above pic-
ture of members ot the team. Seen here are (left to right): Faren
Bernstein, Gayle Marcus, Susan Billinkoff, Louisa Raizman, Harriet
Zimmer, Corwin Materuk (owner of Serratus Gym), Sharon Goszer
Tritt, Shawna Cogan, Esther Penner and Cathy Moser

Syrian troop withdrawal from Golan raises concerns
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Syria's government has withdrawn a signifi-

cant number of troops from the Golan Heights, raising Western con-
cerns.

The redeployment of Syrian troops is the most significant in 40
years, the British daily The Guardian reported.

Rebel groups have moved into the area, leading to Israeli fears that
the rebels could attack its northern border.

"They [the Syrian government] have moved some of their best bat-
talions away from the Golan," said a Western diplomatic source of
the Syrian changes, The Guardian reported. "They have replaced
some of them with poorer-quality battalions, which have involved
reducing manpower. The moves are very significant."

The troop withdrawal also could endanger the United Nations
Disengagement Observer Force, or UNDOF, according to the news-
paper. Several countries with peacekeepers in the force reportedly
are considering withdrawing their troops, including Austria. Croatia
withdrew its troops in February.

"UNDOF is of the highest importance, now more than ever," said
one senior Israeli government official. "We know some participant
countries are having second thoughts and we're concerned about
that.

"We are talking to them to try to understand what they plan on
doing if the going gets rougher. We know some are hesitating, and
it's a problematic situation."

Gunfire from Syria has struck Israeli territory several times, and
Israel has retaliated with missile fire three times.

“Serratus Superstars” in action



By Six Degrees (No Bacon) Staff 
NEW YORK (6NoBacon) – Jonah Hill has been

on the market since his split from Ali Hoffman
(Dustin’s daughter), and following a recent date
it looks like the dry spell will continue a little
longer. Hill apparently took a brunette to Joe’s
Shanghai Restaurant in New York and, according
to the New York Post, was trying “really hard to
woo her” when something strange happened. 

“A man a table over leaned in and told Jonah,
‘I buried my dad today, and I just want to say
you’re gonna be one of the greats,’ “ the Post
quotes a witness as saying. Jonah told him, ‘Well,
that’s horrible,’ and the guy just goes, ‘No, it’s fine, it’s just great to
meet you.’ ” 

No, it wasn’t an attempt for Hill to make himself look good in front
of his date; none of it was planned. It’s unclear whether the encounter
helped Hill in his “wooing,” but at least it seemed to help one person
with his mourning. 

Shia LaBeouf’s (nice) wish for Baldwin 
Shia LaBeouf apparently wasn’t through with

Alec Baldwin or the Broadway play “Orphans.”
Last week, LeBeouf was on hand for the first pre-
view of the show from which he was forced out
following a feud with Baldwin as they prepared
for the production. 

LaBeouf sat in the first row and watched his
replacement, Ben Foster. And he was the first per-
son to rise for the standing ovation. He says he
bought a ticket and showed up “as a fan.” 

It remains unclear what he was trying to
accomplish, but during a Monday interview with
David Letterman, LaBeouf decided it was time to
set the record straight. 

When Letterman confronted him about the feud, suggesting a sce-
nario in which “Alec went to the producers and said, ‘I can’t take it
another day, fire him,’ ” LaBeouf confirmed the “Late Night” host’s sus-
picions. Afterward, showing a somewhat apologetic side, LaBeouf
called Baldwin a great actor and wished him the “best of luck.” 

So is that the end? Ball’s in your court, Baldwin! 

Joan Rivers won’t apologize 
A few weeks ago, television host/big mouth Joan Rivers stirred more

controversy than usual when she
commented on Adele’s weight
during an interview with David
Letterman. One of the more
memorable quotes was when
Rivers quipped, ”What is her
song? ‘Rolling in The Deep’? She
should add fried chicken!” 

Classic Joan. And what’s even
more classy? She won’t apolo-
gize. In fact, in a recent inter-
view with The Huffington Post,
Rivers said, ”She’s a chubby lady
who’s very, very rich, and she
should just calm down – or lose
weight!” 

“Adele is beautiful and suc-
cessful,” Rivers added. “Let’s
face reality: She’s fat!” 

Those familiar with Rivers
aren’t surprised by the incendi-
ary comments, which include a
Holocaust reference describing
an outfit worn by Heidi Klum for
which she also has not apolo-
gized. Nor is she the first to com-
ment on Adele’s weight. 

Lady Gaga in a Stylist interview
in November 2011 said ”Adele
is bigger than me, how come
nobody says anything about it?” 

“She’s so wonderful and I think
her confidence is something I
have to match,” Gaga said. “She

has set the bar very high for a lot of
woman. I need to be a confident woman
and just say politically active things when I
can that are helpful to young people.” 

I’m sure Adele cares as she stares at her
Grammys, Golden Globe and Oscar. 

When Lindsay met Avi 
The world’s biggest mean/bad girl appar-

ently is dating an Israeli man. 
Lindsay Lohan, who’s been in and out of

court since forever, reportedly is dating Avi
Snow, an American who made aliyah at 15
and served in the Israeli army. Snow, 24, is
the guitarist for the rock band City of the
Sun, and recent paparazzi reports connect-
ed the two. 

That surprised Snow, who told Ynet,
“Until the photos were published, I did not
know we were together; it’s very new.” 

He says they met through mutual friends
and at first were just friends. 

“With time it developed,” Snow said. “It
does not thrill me that much that I’m dat-
ing Lindsey. I’m dating her because she is a
great girl.” 

Snow isn’t Lohan’s first Israeli significant
other. In the summer of 2010, she was dat-
ing an Israeli woman named Eilat Anschel.
Snow says that Lohan has “only good
things to say about Israel. She supports us and even told me she plans
to visit Israel.” 

Is that a good thing? Not sure. 
Lohan’s escapades don’t seem to faze Snow, who says, “It’s not as

though Lindsay has not made mistakes, but we all do. A lot of her
image is the media’s fault; they need to sell it in order to sell papers. 

“Not everything people hear or read about Lindsay is true. Lindsay
is really a great girl, otherwise I wouldn’t be dating her.” 

Lohan doesn’t seem to care that Snow is Israeli and Jewish (parallels,
people). And neither does her mother. 

”I don’t think she minds that I’m Jewish or Israeli,” Snow says.
“Actually, I don’t think it bothers anyone that I’m Jewish and Israeli.”
Phew. 
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delandes ad #1

ESTELLE ROITMAN
April 23, 1932 - March 20, 2013

Sadly, we announce the passing of Estelle (Boomy)
Roitman on March 20, 2013, beloved wife of Sam
Roitman, loving mother of Debby (Martin) Bricker,
Lesley (Laurie) Goldberg, Harriet (Martin) Glazer,
devoted grandmother to David, Ivy, Rachel, Mikaela,
Matthew, Ryan and Tali, and special aunt to Sheila and
Arie Perlmutter.

Boomy was predeceased by parents Dora and Harry
Rosen, in-laws Rachel and David Roitman, sisters
Thelma Perlmutter, Betty Baizer and Shirley Abramson,
sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law, Chinney Perlmutter,
Faye and Chuck Roitman and Simmy and Abe Stoller
She is survived by sister-in-law and brother-in-law
Belle and Oscar Antel, brother-in-law Edward Baizer
of Los Angeles as well as many dear nieces and
nephews.

Boomy was born in Winnipeg and attended William
Whyte, Machray and St. John’s High Schools. At the
latter, she participated in the operettas and played on
the women’s basketball team. As a member of the
“Gabalot” group, she enjoyed their friendship and
many reunions.

Being very creative, she enjoyed crocheting, knit-
ting, gardening, decoupage, sewing, cooking and bak-
ing. She was an avid reader who also loved opera,
classical music and ballet. Boomy met Sam at a wed-
ding in December 1952 and they were married in
February 1954. Boomy’s husband and her daughters
were the center of her universe. She was a protective
wife and a doting mother who always put her family’s
needs ahead of hers. Once the grandchildren arrived,
they became her greatest pleasure. Her seven grand-
children brought her much joy and she was proud of all
their achievements.

Boomy spent the last year and nine months at the
Simkin Centre. Thank you to the nurses, nurses aides
and orderlies with a very special thank you to Roma for
her care, love and support.

Funeral services were held on Friday, March 22,
2013 at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue with interment
at the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery. Pallbearers were Laurie
Goldberg, Martin Glazer, David Bricker, Matthew
Goldberg, Ryan Glazer and Arie Perlmutter. Honorary
pallbearers were Martin Bricker and Oscar Antel. We
would like to extend a very special thank you to Rabbi
Green.

Those wishing to do so may make a donation to the
Canadian Diabetes Association or charity of your
choice.

MARION “RED” GELLER
 (née WISEMAN)

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing
of our dear Marion. On Sunday, April 7th, 2013,
beloved wife of the late Sidney, mother and mother-in-
law to Ronald, Daniel and Donatella, and grandmother
to Allegra, passed away peacefully at Louis Brier
Home and Hospital. She will be deeply missed by all
those who knew her, but would insist we keep a smile
on our faces, and a healthy hunger for knowledge and
adventure in our souls.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made
to Louis Brier Home and Hospital in Vancouver, BC.

MYRA WAXMAN
With deep sadness and

loving memories, we an-
nounce the passing of
Myra Waxman (Altman)
on March 22, 2013,
peacefully, at the home
she lived in for 58 years,
surrounded by family.

She is survived by a
son Martin (Maureen),
daughters Gayle and
Sheara (Manny) and
grandchildren Jacob,
Rebecca and Alexandra.
She's also survived by

many cherished nieces and nephews. She was prede-
ceased by her husband Alexander, her parents Bella
and Sam Altman, brothers and in-laws Dave and
Dorothy Altman and Harry and Rose Altman, Chaya
and Beryl Segal, Ellen and Sam Broder, Haim-Hersh
and Udia Waxman and Ben and Sadie Waxman.

Myra was born in Winnipeg and grew up in small-
town Saskatchewan. She and her family returned to
Winnipeg when she was a teenager and she graduated
from St. John's High School. On a blind date in Mon-
treal, she met Alex Waxman, who became the love of
her life and persuaded him to move back to Winnipeg
where they started a business, The Fabric Centre. Myra
and Alex had 47 wonderful years of marriage, raised
three children and were true partners in life and in
work. They shared everything and had a deep, lasting
love.

Myra was a kind and warm-hearted woman with a
quiet determination. She made her opinions known in
a firm, but gentle way, listened and was always able to
see both sides of the story. She had intelligence and
curiosity, fuelled by her passion for reading novels,
magazines and keeping up with the news. She had a
sharp sense of humour, a flair for style and loved to
laugh.

She worked hard and tirelessly, had boundless en-
ergy and always put other people first, especially her
children and family. She was devoted to her grandchil-
dren and had a special bond with each of them. Her
house was always open and welcoming - and everyone
knew that when you dropped by Myra would entertain
you with tea and her home baking.

Myra will be missed and remembered by her family.
A special thank you to Anita for her many years of

kindness and devoted care. Thanks to the caregivers
who treated Myra so specially in her final years. And
thanks to Dr. Bruce Martin, Dr. Ted St. Godard and Dr.
Robin McClure and the palliative care team.

A graveside service was held, Monday, March 25 at
Rosh Pina Memorial Park. Pallbearers were: Larry
Altman, David Garfield, Cory Leishman, Manny Sousa,
Dr. Menashe Waxman, Greg Yakubovitch and David
Youssiem. Honorary pallbearers were nieces: Geri
Altman, Phyllis Broder, Rosalind Waxman and Sharon
Waxman.

Donations in Myra's memory may be made to the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg or a charity of your
choice.

NORMA POCKETT
(nee COOPERBAND)

It is with profound sad-
ness that we announce the
passing of our beloved
mother, grandmother and
great grandmother,
Norma Pockett, on Sun-
day, March 10th, 2013, in
her 88th year. Norma
passed away very peace-
fully in her sleep and is

now back with her husband, Moiche.
With her passing, Norma leaves behind her two

daughters, Barb Druxerman and Rena Niznick (Dan
Lafleur), her precious grandchildren, Ellie and Derek
Shelton, Ronit and Martin Little, Jordan and Stacey
Druxerman, Erin and Rory Brett and Abbi and Brad
Church, as well as her four great grandchildren, William,
Shayna and Emily Little and Cameron Shelton. She
also leaves behind nieces, nephews and many dear
friends.

Norma was predeceased by her parents Beryl and
Faiga Cooperband, as well as her brothers Dr. Jack and
Mickey Cooperband.

Norma was born in Mezirich, Poland in 1924 and
immigrated to Canada in 1926. Norma was a model
student, an avid reader and a true intellect, achieving
her Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from the Univer-
sity of Manitoba, well before the time of women
scholars. As she was so well educated, with a strong
and vivid mind, it is believed that the progression of her
Alzheimer’s disease was delayed.

Norma met Moiche, the love of her life and best
friend, on a blind date, and she loved to repeat the story
that during their first date, Moiche admitted to her that
she was the woman who was to become his wife. Their
love never wavered, grew stronger over time, and was
an inspiration to all around them. They were happily
married for 61 years.

Norma devoted her life to her family, instilling
within her children and grandchildren values that cen-
tred around tradition and menschlachkeit. She spent
the early years of her married life helping Moiche in his
restaurant, Topper’s Grill. Once Barb and Rena were
born, Norma became the true stay-at-home mother,
nurturing and guiding her daughters. Shabbat dinners,
Jewish Holiday dinners and preparations were so im-
portant to Norma. She loved that the entire family
could be together at her home, celebrating as one. As
her daughters grew older, Norma joined her brother
Mickey Cooperband at Silverman Jewellers, where she
became not only a saleswoman of fine jewels and
diamonds, but a very knowledgeable resource in jew-
ellery for the community.

Norma was a devoted daughter to her mother, Faiga
Cooperband. During Faiga’s later years, Norma was
with her mother daily, caring for her until Faiga’s
passing. Her devotion was unwavering, selfless and
unconditional.

Norma had the uncanny ability of being able to teach
life’s lessons to her children and grandchildren, through
the fictional invention of two little girls, Suzie and
Pamela. Not a visit would go by without Bubby Norma
teaching by example, through the antics of the little
girls.

Norma had a smile that would light up a room - she
made those around her feel warm and wanted, just by
her smile. She never had a bad word to say about
another human being, considered all life precious, and
we will always wonder how Mother Nature could fit
such a big heart into such a tiny lady. Her kindness and
sweetness knew no bounds, and even as her illness
progressed, Norma treated those around her with re-
spect and appreciation.

Our heartfelt thanks go out to the staff of the
Shaftesbury Park Retirement Residence, who recog-
nized Norma’s failing mental cognition, yet treated her
kindly. With sincere gratitude we thank Josie, Karnel
and Mely, who cared for Norma with patience and
love.

Although we are deeply saddened by Norma’s pass-
ing, we have accepted that it was her time, her tikun,
and we are comforted knowing that Norma and her
beloved Moiche are together again.

“I’ll love you forever
I’ll like you for always
As long as I’m living

My mommy you’ll be”
(Robert Munsch, Love You Forever)

If friends so desire, donations may be made to the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, Norma and Maurice
Pockett Fund. (www.jewishfoundation.org, 204-477-
7520)
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WEEK OF
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RABBI JAMES S. DIAMOND
Rabbi James S. Diamond, 74, died unexpectedly on

Thursday, March 28, 2013, in Princeton, NJ, when he
was struck by a car after leaving a Talmud study group.
He had recently returned from a two-month visit in
Israel. A scholar, teacher and mentor, he was a Hillel
director for 36 years.

Jim was born and raised in Winnipeg, the son of
Myer and Eva (Posner) Diamond. He grew up with
siblings Beth and Gary, cousins and friends on Boyd,
Luxton and Rupertsland Avenues.

 He graduated from Roosevelt University in Chicago
and was ordained in 1963 by the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America. He also held a doctorate in
comparative literature from Indiana University.

Jim was executive director of Hillel at Indiana Uni-
versity (1968-1972), Washington University in St.
Louis (1972-1995), and at Princeton University from
1995 until his retirement in 2004. He taught courses in
modern Hebrew literature and Judaic studies at Wash-
ington University and Princeton University. He was
the author of several books, including Stringing the
Pearls: How to Read the Weekly Torah Portion. After
he retired, he continued to teach in the Princeton and
Jewish communities, and was working on a translation
of the later writings of S.Y. Agnon.

Jim loved to tell stories, was an avid fan of baseball
and hockey, and was passionate about classical music.
He will be remembered for his sense of humor, cha-
risma, compassion, and ability to bring diverse com-
munities together.

He is survived by his loving wife of 52 years, Judy
(Litman), also originally from Winnipeg; daughters
Shifra Diamond of New York, NY, and Gila (Alan)
Shusterman of Chevy Chase, Md.; son Etan (Judy
Snowbell) Diamond of Efrat, Israel; grandchildren
Jordan, Rebecca and David Shusterman, and Eli, Shira
and Avi Diamond; sister Beth (Bernard) Goodman of
Montreal; brother Gary (Ella) Diamond of Toronto;
many relatives, longtime friends, colleagues, and stu-
dents around the world.

Funeral services were March 31 in Princeton, NJ. If
desired, donations may be made to Melabev – Commu-
nity Clubs for Eldercare (www.melabev.org) or the
Rabbi James S. Diamond Memorial Fund at the Jewish
Community Foundation of Greater Mercer, 4 Princess
Road, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648.

GILDA GREENBERG
It is with great regret

and sadness we announce
that on March 31, 2013,
after a full and wonderful
life, Gilda Greenberg died
peacefully surrounded by
her family at Riverview
Health Centre. Gilda was
the much loved wife of
husband Irvin, loving
mother of Charles
(Rhoda) of Vancouver,
Aubrey and Susan (Mark)
and the adoring grand-
mother of Joshua, Jesse,

Alexis, Brett, Jamie and Justin. She was predeceased
by her parents, Joseph and Bertha Feldman. She will be
missed by her loving and supporting sisters, Linda
(George) and Marcia (Walter). Born June 23, 1938,
Gilda was a survivor of childhood polio who overcame
the disease to lead a complete and joyous life.

Gilda led by example. She was a strong, hardworking,
warm and generous person. She was capable of both
delivering and experiencing immense joy. Gilda did a
lot of different activities once her children were grown.
She enrolled in university as a mature student, she ran
her own business, did a lot of volunteer work, most
notably with the Gwen Sector Creative Living Centre,
and travelled widely with Irvin.

Gilda and Irvin loved to entertain friends & family in
their home. They enjoyed restaurants, films, theatre,
concerts and ‘getting away’ as often as possible to
Gimli. Gilda was an avid reader and an enthusiastic
member of several bridge groups as well as a book club.

Gilda was loved and cherished by all who knew her
and selflessly gave of herself. She will be deeply
missed by her family and friends.

A thank you goes out to all of Gilda’s many friends for
their love, support and friendship. A very special thanks
also is extended to Rabbi Lander. Finally, the family
would like to thank the staff at Riverview Health Centre
(ward E3) for the compassionate care they provided
during her final days. Donations in Gilda’s name can be
made to the Gwen Sector Creative Living Centre or the
Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CECIL DAVIS
who passed away

April 24, 2002
12 day Iyar 5762

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
family and friends

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RACHEL

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

May 16, 1965
14 Days in Iyar, 5725

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

It is with great sorrow we
remember the passing of our

beloved mother and
grandmother

BERTHA

ITSCOVICH
who passed away

May 4, 2009
10 days in Iyar

—Sadly missed by your loving
son, grandson, family &
friends.

4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SERENA

(SARAH) RIFKA

KERN
who passed away
Ajpril 27, 2012
5 days in Iyar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LESLIE ANN

LEVY (COREY)
who passed away

April 26, 2010
13 days in Iyar

— A gentle, kind and beautiful
young woman; sadly missed
by her husband Jeff, son
Matthew, parents Nancy and
Barry, sister and family –
Janis, Yoel, Shoshana and
Miriam Berznoger,  family and
friends.

In loving memory of

MORRIS MUTTNER BETTY MUTTNER
who passed away

June 9, 2002
29th Day in Sivan

April 24, 2002
12th Day in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANUEL

SILVERMAN
who passed away

May 16, 2011
12 Iyar 5771

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
wife Lillian, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

CLIFFORD MARGOLIS
Clifford Margolis

passed away March 26 at
the age of 97 leaving a
legacy rich in learning,
charity and devotion to
his family.

He is survived by his
former wife, Marian
Margolis, his daughters
Rochelle Mass (Garry),
Faye Margolis (Ron) and
Josephine Nadel.

His grandchildren and
great grandchildren
mourn his passing along
with his sisters, Marion

Prasow, Lillian Radman and Betty Fishman and many
nieces and nephews.

His parents Babtzi and Moshe Margolis and his
brothers Harold and Norman predeceased him.

Born in Chodorcov, Russia in 1915, he emigrated to
Winnipeg in 1929 with his family. Because of his
determination to succeed, within a short time he had
graduated from high school and began his trade as a
watchmaker and jeweler. He soon married and became
a father. As World War II broke out, his patriotism for
his new country encouraged him to enlist in the Cana-
dian Air Force. After the War, he and his wife and
daughter Rochelle took the train to settle in Vancouver
as he had a vision of living near the fruit trees, the
Pacific Ocean and the mountains. Soon his parents and
some of his siblings followed him West.

Along with his determination to provide for his
family, his next 65 years were spent pursuing his
business interests, his love of opera, art, nature and
travel, his advocacy of Israel and of Zionism; as well as
contributing to numerous charitable causes and to
writing poetry.

Until his last days, he was concerned that he had
achieved his goals. And he was heartened in the knowl-
edge that he had.

The family wishes to express its appreciation to his
doctors, his devote caregivers and to the Palliative Care
Department of the Vancouver General Hospital.

Donations may be made to the Clifford Margolis &
Family Foundation of Jewish Community Foundation
of Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver (604 257
5100)
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MAY 1

DR. JOSEPH H.

CRUST
who passed away

May 11, 1985
20 Days in Iyar

In Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit 2nd Yahrzeit

DOROTHY

CRUST
who passed away

February 11, 2011
7 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their loving  children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and friends.

SARA GREENE

40th Yahrzeit
24 Days in Iyar

SAM GREENE

38th Yahrzeit
18 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

— The Greene, Margolese and Bellan families.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE

FAIMAN
who passed away

May 14, 1998
18 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

CLAIRE

POSNER
who passed away

May 21, 2011
17 Days in Iyar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

MAX

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

May 4, 1983
21 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

(ALLEN)

STAJER
who passed away

May 6, 2004
15 Days in Iyar, 5764

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your daughter Terry
and son-in-law Jack.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

RIVKA

SHKOLNIK
who passed away

May 15, 1987
16 Days in Iyar

BORUCH

SHKOLNIK
who passed away

May 4, 1983
22 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

— Sadly missed and ever remembered by their loving daughter,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MORRIS

SWARTZ
who passed away

May 27, 2005
18 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

OSCAR

WEINSTEIN
who passed away

September 24, 1992
26 Days in Elul

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

6th Yahrzeit

ESTHER

WEINSTEIN
who passed away

May 6, 2007
18 days in Iyar

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their loving children
and grandchildren.

21st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In remembrance of

BELLA ODWAK
who passed away

April 19, 1975
8 Days in Iyar (5735)

— Loved and eternally missed
by her children Hartley,
Mindy, and family.

In Memoriam

8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN POTASH
who passed away

May 22, 2005
13 Days in Iyar

— Sadly missed by his
wife Sara, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MORRIS

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

May 6, 2001
13 Days in Iyar

A kind and gentle man
Always in our thoughts.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

MOLLY VINSKY
who passed away

May 18, 1978
11 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

Hebrew U prof
receives award for

cancer research
W A S H I N G T O N

(JTA) – Alexander
Levitzki of Hebrew
University was
named the recipient
of the 2013 Award for
O u t s t a n d i n g
Achievement in
Chemistry in
Chemical Research.

The prestigious
award was presented
Tuesday by The
American Association
for Cancer Research.
Levitzki also deliv-
ered a lecture to the
association.

Levitzki, a professor
of biological chem-
istry at the Alexander
Silberman Institute of
Life Sciences,
received the honor
“in recognition of his
contributions to sig-
nal transduction ther-
apy and his work on
the development of
tyrosine kinase
inhibitors as effective
agents against can-
cer,” according to the
association.

The Israeli scientist
has won numerous
other prominent
awards, including the
Israel Prize in bio-
chemistry and the
Nauta Award in
Pharmacochemistry,
the highest award
from the European
Federation for
Medicinal Chemistry.



If you would like to have your organization’s events listed here, e-
mail us at jewishp@mymts.net. Phone numbers and prices for events
for which there is a fee will not be included here. If you would like
more information about a particular event, please contact the spon-
soring organization.

Apr. 11 – June 13
Thurs. 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Free Mom Drop-In Play Group
For Newborn – 12 months. Schmooze, Sing, Play.  Refreshments

provided.

Saturday, April 20
9:00 a.m. to 1:30 a.m.

Bring a Friend to Shul Shabbat at Congregation Etz Chayim
Shabbat Service Time: 9:00 am Junior Congregation at 10:30 a.m. for

children 2-12 led by dynamic leaders.
Location: Congregation Etz Chayim, 123 Matheson Avenue East
Contact: Darlene Davis, 204-589-6305, 204-582-0246

info@etzchayim.ca

8:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
TS 50th Anniversary Concert with “Rewind”
Temple Shalom’s Annual Fundraiser concert dedicated to our 50th

Anniversary. Enjoy the music of the 50’s, 60’s & 70’s with “Rewind”,
and dine at our delectable dessert buffet. 

Location: Temple Shalom, 1077 Grant Ave.

Saturday, April 20-Sunday, April 21
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Rady JCC Israeli Dance Weekend
Location: Asper Campus, 123 Doncaster St.
Contact: Debbie Figowy, 204-477-7534, dfigowy@radyjcc.com

Sunday, April 21
10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

PJ Library Bookclub
Everyone is welcome to drop into the PJ Library Book Club for

preschoolers at the Kaufman Silverberg Library. Program includes sto-
rytelling and crafts

Wednesday, April 24
13:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

National Council of Jewish Women Canada, Winnipeg Section will
host a reception for Citizenship Court which it has done for over 25
years. 

Location: Via Rail – Room 101-123 Main Street. 
If interested in attending contact the council office at

ncjwws@shaw.ca , 204-339-7291

Thursday, April 25
7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Information Night - March of the Living
Information about the March of the Living program
Location: Rady Jewish Community Campus, B100 - 123 Doncaster.
Contact: Roberta Malam, 204-480-7550, 204-477-7530

rmalam@radyjcc.com

Saturday, April 27 - Sunday, April 28
9:30 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.

Community Wide Jewish Singles Launch Event
This is a networking event for Jewish singles age 40 to 60 
Location: Congregation Shaarey Zedek, 561 Wellington Crescent.

(For more information see ad on page 15.)

Sunday, April 28
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Community Wide Lag BaOmer Celebration
This is a community wide event Lag BaOmer organized by the

Jewish Engagement team in conjunction with the Honourable
Christine Melnick to take place in St. Vital.

Free activities including: 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm: Try your hand at the arts and crafts table.

Climb into a real fire truck and meet the firefighters in person! Check
out the exciting archery display by the Archers’ Club

12:00 pm: Enjoy an all Kosher Hot Dog Barbecue with celebrity
chef Alfonso Maury from Hermano’s

1:00 pm: Greetings & Global Walk for Israel Launch Ceremony
The Honourable Minister Christine Melnick, Minister of Immigration

and Multiculturalism. Walk for Israel’s 65th birthday! Discover the
community of St. Vital! Walk suitable for families with young children.

Location: Norberry-Glenlee Community Centre, 26 Molgat Avenue.

Contact: Rena Elbaze, 204-477-7473, 204-477-7405 relbaze@jew-
ishwinnipeg.org

Monday, April 29
6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University Tribute Evening
Location: TBA

Tuesday, April 30
7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Zooming In: Contemporary Issues Through a Jewish Lens at the Rady
JCC

Pro-Choice or Pro-Life: Reproductive Rights in Jewish Thought and
Jewish Law with Rabbi Ari Ellis, Herzilia Synagogue

Location: The Rady JCC, Asper Campus, Adult Lounge, 123
Doncaster Street.

Contact: Rebecca Brask, 204-477-7533, 204-477-7530
rbrask@radyjcc.com
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Upcoming events April 20-30

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
204-453-5178

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

CERAMIC TILE
F & J Ceramic Tile

• Professional Tile
Installation

• Exceptional Service
- Superior Results

• Residential &
Commercial

Ferdinant
Ph. (204) 295-1417

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

F O R  S A L E
Cottage/Home

Gimli - Loni Beach

34 Vaughan Ave.,

Fully furnished, rebuilt 1998
Fully winterized

Great room & 3 bedrooms
Open ceiling -

cedar/pine throughout
Baseboard heating
Price: $179,900.00

Call (204) 947-5900,

Skyline Realty Inc.

skylinerealty@shaw.ca

Calendar of events



Go figure. It has finally come to this. And as
I lament, I hear in the background the leg-
endary voice of Barbara Streisand singing that
wonderful melody “Memories” as a tear rolls
down my eye. Could it be the sadness of the
lyrics?

“Memories, light the corners of my mind.
Misty watercolor memories of the way we

were.”
Or perhaps the “dry eye” lubricant eye drops

that my doctor recommended for my tearing eye is working about as
well as my memory just past April Fool’s Day 2013.

First shot across the bow was at the Etz Chaim Synagogue where I
encountered a long-time acquaintance, a recently retired dentist of
some renown who duly informed me that in my March column I had
committed a faux pas.

You see, while updating readers about the latest changes regarding
“Jews in Pro Hockey,” I mistakenly referred to forward Jeff Halpern as
“Mike” when I reported that the 37-year-old skater was now on the
move again going from the N.Y. Rangers and back for another stint
with the Montréal Canadiens.

Boy did that hurt! I suddenly felt a searing pain in my bicuspid the
likes of which I had never before felt. The discomfort - obviously in the
form of a phantom pain - then travelled directly to my gums which
had formerly held a pair of wisdom teeth. That further caused me to
clench my chompers to the degree that I felt like telling my informant
that I hoped that on his next stroll in the park, when summer arrives
in three months, that he should be set upon by a saber-toothed tiger
badly in need of a root canal.

Another reader e-mailed me from Vancouver - not to tell me that he
enjoyed the sports column or that I should instead be writing for the
New York Times, but to share with me that he had similarly detected
the same boo boo too.

Then, a long-time subscriber and former resident of our pot-holed
city phoned me and, in passing, also told me that Mike was Jeff. He
too was a real helper! The gent, being a practicing psychiatrist in
Toronto, was probably just what I needed.

In any event, a friendly conversation ensued regarding sports and we
began to play a game of what is often called: Jewish geography. The
doctor’s name is David Kantor and not only do his Winnipeg roots run
deep, but he tells me that he is still such a devoted Jets’ fan that he
bought the TSN Jets’ TV broadcast package.

“I did my med school in Winnipeg and I’ve been practicing about 30
years. I’m 59 now. I grew up in the south end and went to Herzliya for
a couple years; then went to public school (Grant Park) and then the

University of Manitoba. (As for) my
Psychiatric Degree I did part in Winnipeg and
the rest in Ottawa,” he said.

“My father was Sam Kantor. He passed
away about three years ago. My mother’s
name was May; she used to be a Garfinkel.
They were in Winnipeg all their lives.

“My dad was a fairly good athlete too. He
was a sprinter and he also played for St. 

John’s High School. I think they played
(their games) in Osborne Stadium then.”

It turns out that two other Kantor men are
featured on the Sports Wall of Honour at the
Rady Centre according to David: “My Uncle
Max, may he rest in peace, was a record
holder in the 200 yards in the thirties and his
son, Ron Kantor, who died of pancreatic can-
cer, was quite an athlete too. 

Whereas his parents stayed put, Dr. Kantor
was nomadic. He left Winnipeg in 1982, spent eight years in Ottawa
and then ended up in Israel from 1990-94 where he had met his bride
“Anat.” It was there that all three children were born, about 15 months
apart: Navot, 22, Amit, 21, and their only daughter Tair, 19. The Kantor
family moved back to Winnipeg in 1995 and, in 2003, returned to
Toronto where they now reside.

It was then, when I inquired about the now-grown children’s’ pre-
sent status that I struck- for want of a better description - sporting gold:
“Tair is in Guelph. She wants to become a vet. Amit is actually a part-
time student and actor and Navot is at McMaster (Hamilton) where
he’s waiting to see whether he’ll be accepted into medical school next
year,” he outlined.

Then the good doctor added, almost as an afterthought, that Navot
was soon leaving to Turkey to represent Israel in a hockey tournament.
“The fact it’s in Turkey with all the political stuff going on, I actually
thought they’d withdraw. I guess Israel feel it’s safe enough. It’s kind of
an interesting kind of circumstance.” (Recall, the Gaza operation by
Israel against six ships of the “Gaza Freedom Flotilla on May 21, 2010
in international waters of the Mediterranean Sea when the Israeli sol-
diers were not allowed access to examine the supplies.) The Turkish
strongly supported the humanitarians efforts.

Upon my inquiring where the eldest son learned his hockey, Kantor
explained: “ The kids were all born in Israel and then we moved back
to Canada to Winnipeg in late 1995. When Navot was seven, he start-
ed playing local hockey in Tuxedo and then my wife went back to

NAVOT KANTOR 
a former Winnipeg-
ger who was born in
Israel and is playing
for his native coun-
try in an upcoming
hockey tournament
in Turkey
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Israel’s minister of defence “Navot Kantor” takes to the ice

Where do YOU find 
personal meaning?

Curious Tales of the Talmud: 
Finding personal meaning in the 
Legends of our Sages will decode 
powerful insights about ourselves, 
our universe, and how to overcome 
life’s rugged moments from some 
of the most fantastical legends 
you’ll ever encounter.

For centuries, the Talmud’s 
witty legends have 
entertained and inspired 
Jews and Gentiles in 
communities across the 
globe. There are very 
few courses that will give 
you so much insight and 
personal meaning like 
JLI’s Curious Tales of the 
Talmud. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity and I hope you 
will attend. 

“

“

v”c

JACKIE MASON
COMEDIAN AND ACTOR

A new six-week course from THE ROHR JEWISH LEARNING INSTITUTE

TIME: FEES:

LOCATION:
FOR MORE INFO. 
AND TO REGISTER:

SIX TUESDAYS
7:30-9:00P.M.
STARTINGAPRIL 23, 2013

JEWISH LEARNING CENTRE
1845MATHERS AVENUE
WINNIPEG,MB R3N 0N2

$79 (TEXTBOOK INCLUDED)
COUPLESDISCOUNT: $142.20

204-339-8737
JLI@CHABADWINNIPEG.ORG
WWW.CHABADWINNIPEG.ORG
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Continued on page 31. See “Harvey Rosen”.



CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, April 19 Candle Lighting: 8:11 Mincha: 8:10 Schacharis: 9:30 Mincha:

8:10 Shabbat ends: 9:13
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Evening services April 21-25: 8:20
Rosh Chodesh Iyar April 22/23
Friday, April 26 Candle Lighting: 8:22 Mincha: 8:20 Schacharis: 9:30 Mincha:

8:20 Shabbat ends: 9:24
Mincha/Maariv service for week of April 28-May 2: 8:30
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers tra-

ditional Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has
yahrzeit or is saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, April 19 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle

lighting 8:11 p.m.
Saturday, April 20 - Acharei-Kedoshim - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon ser-

vice 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 9:13 p.m. 
Sunday, April 21 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, April 22-Thursday, April 25 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service

6:00 p.m.
Friday, April 26 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle

lighting 8:22 p.m.
Saturday, April 27 - Emor - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30

p.m. Shabbat ends 9:24 p.m.
Sunday, April 28 - Lag B’Omer - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, April 29-Thursday, May 2 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service

6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, April 19 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 8:09 p.m.
Shabbat, April 20 – Parashat Acharei Mot–Kedoshim - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.;

Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:11 p.m.
Friday, April 26 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 8:20 p.m.
Shabbat, April 27 – Parashat Emor - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service

10:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:22 p.m.
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian

Holidays 9:00 a.m.
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat

Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.
For program and event information, please check our website or call the syna-

gogue office.
HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 

A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis
and our vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of

Fleet Avenue). 
Parshat - Acharie Mot - Kedoshim April 19 - 20 – Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00 pm,

Shacharit 9:30 am, Minchah, 8;05 pm, Maariv 9:13 pm.
Parshat – Emor April 26 - 27 - Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am,

Minchah, 8:15 pm, Maariv 9:25 pm.
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at
297 Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos
and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting time for Friday, April 19 at 8:11 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

8:10 p.m.
Saturday  Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - ACHAREI MOT-

KEDOSHIM. Mincha service at 8:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:13 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 8:20 p.m.
Candle Lighting time for Friday, April 26 at 8:22 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

8:20 p.m
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - EMOR. Mincha ser-

vice at 8:20 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:24 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 8:30 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Servies are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will

be holding: 
Friday, April 19 7:30 pm Shabbat Services lay led by Judith Huebner with Cantor

Len Udow.
Saturday, April 20 12 pm Yoga Shalom.
Saturday, April 20 8 pm “REWiND” in Concert with Dessert Buffet. Tickets $36 or

2 for $60. Doors open at 7:30 pm.
Sunday, April 21 9:45 am Yom Ha-atzmaut School Celebration.
Friday, April 26 6 pm Israeli Dinner, sponsored by ARZA. Adults $10; Children $5.

Featuring Felafel & Pita, various Israeli salads, humus & tahini.
Friday, April 26 7:30 pm Shabbat Service lay led by Linda Freed with Janet

Pelletier-Goetze.
Saturday, April 27 7:30 pm Coffee House Concert featuring “Those Guys”

Acappela Octet Tickets $10, at door $12.
Sunday, April 28 9:45 am Lag b’Omer School outing.

THE NEW SHUL
The New Shul will be holding services every Shabbat at 9:00 a.m. in The Galleria

at the Caboto Centre at 1055 Wilkes Avenue –The Caboto Centre is accessible off
Waverley between Kenaston – it is an extension of Victor Lewis Drive.
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Tot
Shabbat 

& Dinner
Friday, May 3 I 6:00 p.m.

Rady JCC I 123 Doncaster Street

Geared to families with children who are newborn to 
4 years and older siblings. Please join us for this 

child-centered Tot Shabbat and Dinner.

Wonderful opportunity to introduce your child to 
the beauty of Shabbat while meeting other families

with young children.

Registration 
Required:

Adults Children Two & Under 
$16 $8 FREE

To register contact the Rady JCC at 204-477-7510
www.radyjcc.com - Click on Ticket Central

Special Guest:

Tracy 
Kasner-
Greaves

Supported by

Israel for a year to get a teaching
career in Hebrew at the Gray
Academy; so she and the kids went
back to Israel for a full year and I
commuted. That was after a year of

Navot’s playing hockey.”
As it turned out, the young man was more on ice in Israel then he

was in Winnipeg. Twice a week (there) he had a Russian coach from
Latvia. As time went on the instructor remarked “When Navot is old
enough, maybe he can play for us.”

And so it came to pass that in 2003 when Navot was only about
13 there was communication with the Russian Coach and a few
years later the young defenceman , who today is a sturdy 6’2” and
190 lbs., ended up (back then) playing on Israel’s junior team.

“He played in Bulgaria, Estonia, Romania, and in Hungary; so it
was a fabulous experience for him,” said his dad who added that he
and wife Anat are going along as well because they haven’t seen
Navot play competitively for many years and that it should be quite
an adventure. 

Ice hockey is indeed a growing sport everywhere. I recall when
we were much surprised back somewhere in the late 80’s and early
90’s that the game was even played in the Holy Land, and now it
appears to be the fastest growing sport in the world.

The World Championship Division 11 Group B Tournament sanc-
tioned by the International Ice Hockey Federation, in which Israel is
participating, is being held April 21-27 in Izmit, Turkey, a town with
a population of approximately 200,000. Their division opponents
consist of New Zealand, China, Mexico, along with Bulgaria and
Turkey.

Guess it’s time, now that the phonograph needle on Barbara’s
“Memories” is stuck in a 45 RPM groove; so I’ll see if I can transfer
the song, somehow, onto a blank eight track cassette. That should-
n’t be too difficult. after all, I did manage a “D-minus” back in my
junior high “Shops” days with Mr. Rosenthal at Luxton School.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca

Harvey Rosen
Continued from page 30.
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(Ed. note: Since I’ve never been into video games, I’m leaving it to
our youngest writer, Elan Levine, to explain what all the fuss is about
regarding a new game that seems to be causing a sensation in the
video game world.)

There has been a debate going since they
were invented, and the argument is still going
strong. Can video games be considered art?
Some say that video games compare
favourably to films and books in the realm of
art, while others, such as Newsweek writer
Jack Kroll, disagree. Kroll went as far to say
“games can be fun and rewarding in many
ways, but they can’t transmit the emotional
complexity that is the root of art”. One video

game developer’s work has been consistently used in the argument for
video games as art, however: The  founder of “Irrational Games”, Ken
Levine. 

Born in Flushing, New York in 1966, Levine studied drama at Vassar
College before moving to Los Angeles to pursue a career in film, writ-
ing two screenplays. In 1995,he answered an ad in the magazine Next

Generation, and was hired as a
games designer at the

Massachusetts-based Looking Glass Studios. Levine worked for
Looking Glass for two years, before leaving with two of his co-work-
ers, Jonathan Chey and Robert Fermier, to found Irrational Games. 

Best known for his work with the “First Person” genre, Levine has
been challenging the contemporary videogame narrative since his first
project with Irrational in 1999 - “System Shock 2”, which questioned
how the human condition would operate in the face of isolation in a
controlling environment. The game met with critical acclaim, and was
successful enough for Irrational Games to launch several other games
over the next few years, such as the political-themed “Freedom Force”
and the gritty “Tribes”. 

It was in 2007, however, when Levine crafted what many still
believe to be his magnum opus, with the release of “Bioshock”. Set in
the 1960’s in the city of Rapture, which is torn apart by civil war and
the populace’s addiction to a drug called ADAM, “Bioshock” played
with the ideas of maintaining morality in the face of a survival situa-
tion, paradise lost, and socialistic revolution. “Bioshock” allowed
players to choose their way of surviving the desperate climate of
Rapture, either sacrificing others to stay alive or endangering them-
selves for the betterment of others. “Bioshock” was met with universal
critical acclaim, with praise for the strong characters, storyline, and
setting The Los Angeles Times review of “Bioshock” concluded with
the statement “Sure, its fun to play, looks spectacular and is easy to
control. But it also does something no other game has done to date: It
really makes you feel.”

Since then, Levine has created two more “Bioshock” installments,
with the third released on March 26th of this year, along with a series
of books based in the universe. When he was offered a movie deal by
21st Century Fox, Levine politely declined, in order to maintain cre-
ative control of his work. “I grew up a nerd in the 70’s,” laughs Levine
in an interview at PAX East. “I lived on Silver Age comics.” In the face
of all the praise he and his work have garnered, Levine stays humble,
saying he takes pride in his work, and hopes only to create new expe-
riences and satisfy his fans by providing the best projects he and his
team at Irrational Games can provide. 

KEN LEVINE: “I grew up a nerd
in the seventies. I lived on silver
age comics.”
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Video game creator Ken Levine comes up with new masterpiece

A.K.A. Doc Pomus
Free Men

Hava Nagila
Hitler’s Children

Lore
Melting Away

No Place on Earth
Off -White Lies

Suskind
The Ballad of the 
Weeping Spring

The World is Funny
Torn

May 21 – June 1 I 2013

> Tickets go on sale on April 23 <

Berney Theatre
Rady Jewish Community Centre
123 Doncaster Street

204-477-7510
www.radyjcc.com

“My Awkward Sexual Adventure” to 
premiere in Winnipeg this weekend

The film that has
received so much hype in
this paper is about to pre-
miere in Winnipeg this
weekend at Silver City in
Polo Park.

Starring and written by
Winnipeg’s own Jonas
Chernick, “My Awkward
Sexual Adventure” is a
raunchy and very funny
story of nebbish accoun-
tant Jordan Abrams, who is
humiliated by his girl-
friend to the point where he embarks on a series of adventures in
order to boost his self-esteem.

In an e-mail received from Chernick we are informed that various
actors in the movie, along with producer Juliette Hagopian, will be
present at Silver City following the film’s screening both Friday, April
19 and Saturday, April 20, to answer questions from the audience.

“It’s not what you think!”
A scene from “My Awkward

Sexual Adventure”

By

ELAN LEVINE


