
On May 10, hundreds of Jewish com-
munity members will gather at the
York Ballroom, RBC Convention

Centre for JCFS’s Community of Caring
Gala - a chance to enjoy fine dining, cele-
brate the agency’s many achievements, lis-
ten to a first-hand account of staff member
Carli Rossall’s journey from addiction to

recovery, and learn about JCFS’s need to, and plans to, enhance its
addiction and mental health services.

Those addiction and mental health services are an integral and
much in demand program area of the agency, providing hundreds of
clients, of all ages and from all backgrounds, with vital emotional
and practical support, peace of mind, counselling, connection to
community, and coping tools. They alleviate despair and loneliness,
reduce harm, restore hope, promote independence and change lives.

In addition to enlightening attendees about the essential role that
JCFS plays in the community, the Gala is also offering a unique
entertainment opportunity - a chance to sit back, relax and regale in
the internationally acclaimed, The Maccabeats, as they perform their first
ever concert in Winnipeg.

The Maccabeats are an all-male a cappella and beat box group specializ-
ing in buoyant, clever and funny parody songs of Jewish holidays and con-
temporary musical hits. Comprised of students from New York City’s
Yeshiva University, the group began harmonizing in 2007 and has since
become a global sensation. They have performed to rave reviews at venues
around the world, including the White House and the Knesset, and have
garnered more than 20 million views on YouTube.

“The gala will bring members of our
community together to enjoy an evening
of great food and fabulous entertain-
ment,” says the Chair of the Community
of Caring Gala, Sherry Lercher Davis. “It
also will provide an opportunity to learn
more about the impact that mental health
and addictions have on individuals and
their families.” 

Contrary to what many people believe,
substance abuse and addictions, and co-
occurring mental health challenges, are as
prevalent in the Jewish community as in
other ethnic communities. The shame and
stigma associated with them are as preva-
lent as well.

“By raising awareness through the
Gala,” Sherry adds, “the stigma associat-
ed with addictions will gradually be

removed and JCFS will be able to advance its mental health and addiction
programs and reach out to many more struggling individuals in our com-
munity.”

By raising funds through the Gala, the agency will be able to continue
supporting and changing Jewish lives for the better.

For further information about the Community of Caring Gala, to pur-
chase tickets or make a donation, please visit www.jcfswinnipeg.org or
phone 204-477-7430.
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By BERNIE BELLAN

How do you begin to explain all the
conflicting forces and ideas that
took hold during and after the First

World War and that led, directly or indi-
rectly, to so many of the problems in the
world today?

That was the task that noted historian,
author, and gifted speaker Margaret
MacMillan set out for herself before mem-
bers of  a packed audience numbering over
700 who were in attendance at the 13th Sol
& Florence Kanee Distinguished Speaker
lecture on Sunday, April 15, at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue.

MacMillan, who is currently a Professor
of History at the University of Toronto, is
recognized as one of the world’s foremost
experts on World War I and its aftermath.
Her book, Paris 1919: Six Months that
Changed the World (published in 2001),
focuses on the Paris Peace Conference – which was pivotal in shaping the
modern world as we know it today.

To give justice to MacMillan’s fascinating lecture I have taken the liber-
ty of writing a longer-than usual piece. 

Massive changes in world order begin to take place
MacMillan began her talk with the observation that “in the summer of

1918 the Germans had hopes of breaking through the Allied lines on the
Western Front. They had made peace with Russia and had transferred thou-
sands of troops to the Western Front.

“But the American entrance into the war (in 1917) stemmed the tide,”
MacMillan noted, and, by November 1918, Germany accepted an armistice
agreement with the Allies. 

Although it was the Paris Peace Conference of 1919 that was probably
one of the most important events in world history, leading among other
things to: the formation of the League of
Nations, the creation of “mandates” for
Britain and France in the Middle East,
and the terms of German reparations that
were to be paid to the Allied powers,
MacMillan did not focus to any great
extent on that conference. 

Instead, she tried to give the audience
some sense of the massive, and often
conflicting forces that were at play in the
world around that time, including nation-
alism, imperialism, and revolution. Not
all those forces were born out of the First
World War, MacMillan explained, but
they all took shape during that conflict
and emerged as the dominant forces that
led to the modern world as we know it
today.

It was during the war years and their immediate aftermath that the world
saw the dissolution of previously great empires, including the Ottoman and
Russian empires. New states emerged, such as Yugoslavia and
Czechoslovakia, while parts of the Russian Empire, such as Poland,
regained their independence.

The question, as MacMillan put it, was: “Who was going to settle the
fates of the countries” whose borders were being fashioned after the war?
Were their fates going to be decided “by the people living there or outside
forces?”

The answer, she said, was “both”. 
Complicating an already very complicated situation was the emergence

of “competing nationalisms.”
“What created the continuing series of events in the Middle East (that

persist to the very day)?” MacMillan asked. The answer, she said, was “the
collapse of empires”.

“How unique is what happened in the Middle East?” she asked.
“Much of what happened in the Middle East,” she suggested, “was a

reflection of what was happening elsewhere – and has continued to happen,
citing “the collapse of the Soviet Union” as one notable comparative exam-
ple.

Further, while many may think that nationalism has been around for a
very long time, MacMillan noted that it is a fairly recent phenomenon, hav-
ing developed only in the 19th century. 

“People used to be united by family and clans,” she explained. With the
advent of nationalism, people now began to see themselves united by larg-
er forces, such as “language and ethnicity”.

The concept of the “right to self-deter-
mination” also took hold during the turbu-
lent war period and its aftermath, “not just
in Europe and the Middle East,”
MacMillan said, “but Africa as well”.

That right “was given further impetus by
statements and actions of (American)
President Woodrow Wilson”, who insisted
that “peoples should govern themselves”.

“Britain and France were not so enthusi-
astic about the idea,” MacMillan noted,
“but went along with Wilson”; however,
“the great powers were still thinking in
imperialistic terms…they were superior”
in their minds, she explained, “and had a
civilizing mission….They had an obliga-
tion and a right to take over other parts of
the world.”

At the same time, “new revolutionary
ideas were brewing in the 19th century,”

MacMillan observed, which “came to fruition in the Russian Revolution”
(1917).

In this new, revolutionary view of the world, “people should not be divid-
ed by nationalism, but by class…Class knows no nation.”

Thus, by 1919 you had these three “trends taking hold”: nationalism,
imperialism, and revolution.

When the Allied Powers gathered in Paris in 1919 (and without any rep-
resentatives from the losing sides present), they “were very concerned
about Bolshevism…They wanted to build a series of strong states around
Russia.”

There was also a fear that Bolshevism could spread to the Middle East,
MacMillan noted. Something else that happened during the war, she
explained, was “a tremendous mixing of people and ideas.” There were
over a million soldiers from India who fought as part of the British forces,
for instance, and after the war, they took home many of the new ideas that
were now alive in the world.

Arab nationalism begins to develop
At that point though, MacMillan turned back the clock to the pre-war

period, in an attempt to explain “what was happening before 1914”.
The Ottoman Empire had been declining, but it hadn’t been a “steady

decline”; instead, it was something that “happened over a long period of
time,” she said.

Most of its once-powerful empire was gone by 1914, but it was still
“powerful in what was to become Turkey and in all of the Middle East up
to Persia” (modern-day Iran).

Prior to the war’s beginning, a group of young army officers known as
the “young Turks” had taken over control of Turkey. They “modernized the
army and wanted to re-establish firm control over parts of the Middle East”
that had been slipping from the grasp of the Ottoman Empire.

“This didn’t suit the Great Powers,” MacMillan noted, “who had expect-
ed to carve up the Ottoman Empire.” 

At the same time, Britain and France, “who had recently become friends,
but were mutually suspicious” of one another, were desirous of expanding
their own empires. Britain had established itself in Egypt, while France had
taken over Algeria. France also “had links to what were going to become
Lebanon and Syria.”

“What worried both of them was that Germany was also very interested
in acquiring an empire,” MacMillan explained. “(Kaiser) Wilhelm made a
great plan in developing a friendship with the Ottoman Empire.” Toward
that end, Wilhelm helped build a railroad that ran from Berlin to Baghdad.

Also pressuring the Ottoman Empire, MacMillan noted, was Russia,
which saw itself as the rightful heir to the second Roman Empire, based in
Constantinople.

Further complicating the matter for the Ottoman Empire was the infiltra-
tion of new ideas emanating from such things as the spread of rail lines and
a great many more printing presses. 

Within the Ottoman Empire the first seeds of Arab nationalism were
beginning to sprout, although in the early stages they were in the form of
“Arabic societies, mostly promoting Arab culture,” MacMillan said.

In time though, these “societies” became more “political”, and the first
notions of “Arabs ruling themselves” began to take shape.

Rise of Zionism
Parallel to these various manifestations of nationalism, MacMillan sug-

gested, was the rise of Zionism. “Europe’s Jews began to think they could
never exist peacefully in societies dominated by Christians,” she said.

While there was a glimmer of hope that a new day had arrived with the
French Revolution, the
fact was that, by 1914,

Renowned historian Margaret MacMillan analyzes World War I and the huge impact
the war and its aftermath have had on shaping our modern world in Kanee lecture
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Continued on page 28. See “Kanee lecture”.
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American President 
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argued “that people should
govern themselves”.



What is a liberal-minded Jew – which I
consider myself to be, to do when it
comes to trying to defend Israel against

unfair accusations that attempt to demonize it in
the minds of other liberal-minded individuals,
while, at the same time, not wanting to turn a
blind eye to Israel’s many failings?

That is the problem I have been wrestling with
recently ever since attention was drawn to a pro-

gram held at the University of Winnipeg in late February. This paper has
delved into that program ad nauseum. By criticizing the Global College of
the University of Winnipeg – and thereby the University of Winnipeg itself,
for co-sponsoring a program which provided a forum for anti-Israel groups
to subject Israel to, yet again, another public pillorying, we wanted to make
two points:

1. That particular program, which was titled “My Jerusalem: Responding
to the U.S. Embassy Announcement” had a clear, preconceived agenda:
Pile on Israel. The agenda was made clear by the choice of the three par-
ticipants on the panel that discussed the subject, and who supposedly rep-
resented three different faiths - Islam, Christianity, and Judaism: A
Palestinian-born Muslim, an Arab Christian who has never lived in
Jerusalem, and a left-wing rabbi who has voiced support for Hamas.

2. The University of Winnipeg, through the Global College – which co-
sponsored the event, implicitly lent its support for that event. 

On April 16 the University of Winnipeg convened a follow-up meeting at
which some individuals who had either been involved in sponsoring the
“My Jerusalem” event, or who had voiced criticism of that particular event,
gathered together to discuss the event. I had asked permission to be allowed
to attend that meeting, but was turned down on the grounds that my being
there might prevent others from speaking as openly as they might other-
wise want to speak.

While I disagree with that supposed reason for having barred me from
attending, I want to reiterate something I have been attempting to make
clear in the past few issues of this paper: I do not, in principle, object to
holding events at which Israel will be subjected to criticism. While I wish
that those events – of which there is a never-ending stream, could be more
balanced in their formats, I would never want to suppress those events from
being held altogether.

But, what I do object to is the involvement of certain groups in holding
those events. I’m not surprised to see a group such as Independent Jewish
Voices attaching its name to every event at which Israel is going to get a
public whipping. That is that group’s raison d’etre.

What rankles me though is the continued presence of other groups’ names
when it comes to sponsoring those anti-Israel events, particularly
Mennonite groups. The self-righteous indignation that certain Mennonite
groups muster  when it comes to denouncing Israel’s sins – with nary a

word about Palestinian
sins, is so hugely hypo-
critical that I wish some
members of our Jewish
establishment in this
city could find the
courage to call out those
Mennonite groups.

Here is an excerpt
from a paper that was
published in 2009
(“Key Mennonite
Institutions against
Israel”, by Dexter Van
Zile, Jerusalem Center
for Public Affairs) that
discussed Mennonite
hypocrisy in attacking
Israel without mention-
ing any Palestinian fail-
ings:

• Mennonite-support-
ed peacemaking institu-
tions have been at the
forefront of the effort to
discredit Israel to audi-
ences in North America.
These institutions por-
tray Jewish sovereignty
as the cause of conflict
and suffering in the
Middle East and down-
play Muslim and Arab

hostility toward Jews and Israel
• The prescription for peace offered by these activists-especially those

affiliated with the Mennonite Central Committee and Christian
Peacemaker Teams-is for Israeli Jews to abandon their insistence on main-
taining Israel as a sovereign Jewish state and acquiesce to a one-state
solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. This prescription fails to take into
account overwhelming evidence that a Jewish minority would not be safe
in a Muslim- and Arab-majority country in the Middle East.

• Mennonite expressions of hostility toward Jewish sovereignty and indif-
ference to the plight of Jews in Arab- and Muslim-majority states are iron-
ic and hypocritical. Mennonites enjoy safety and wellbeing by virtue of
other people’s willingness to engage in acts of violence. Israeli Jews enjoy
no such privilege. Mennonite anti-Zionism is emblematic of an inability to
deal with the reality of evil and the power needed to confront it.

That same 2009 paper also makes a devastating point about Mennonite
hypocrisy when it comes to denouncing Israel for having taken land by
force from Palestinians: Mennonites relied upon the threat of violence to
take land from Indigenous inhabitants of Manitoba in the 1800s: Here is
another excerpt from that same 2009 paper:

This contradiction becomes obvious in Cornelius Dyck’s description of
a confrontation between Mennonites and first-nations people near
Winnipeg, Canada, in 1873, quoting from: Cornelius J. Dyck, An
Introduction to Mennonite History, 3rd ed. (Scottdale, PA: Herald Press,
1993).

During their travel in what is now Manitoba the (Mennonite) delegates,
sent from Russia to explore settlement possibilities in North America, were
set upon by an angry mob of Natives who rightly sensed that their future
was at stake. The delegates might never have lived to return home had it
not been for the gun of their guide and the quick arrival of a contingent of
troops. But this did not deter the delegates from recommending the area as
a place for settlement.

The same paper makes a similar point about Mennonite emigration to
Paraguay. As Van Zile notes, Mennonites may not have been willing to use
violence to achieve their survival, but they were willing to rely on others
who were willing to use force on their behalf.

Again – I’m not calling for a moratorium on holding events at which
Israel is going to serve as, yet again, the object of opprobrium for certain
groups. I’m not naïve enough to think that will ever end – even if Israel
were to withdraw from all post-1967 territories. But, how about a little bal-
ance from some groups – especially Mennonite ones, that claim to be so
noble and which are so bloody self-righteous when it comes to defending
the rights of “oppressed” groups?

Just once I’d like to see a forum that could involve a balanced presenta-
tion of views on the Israel-Palestine conflict. I won’t hold my breath think-
ing that will ever happen though; it would certainly conflict with the agen-
da of so many so-called “peace groups” to hold only one party in that con-
flict responsible.

Speaking of balance, however, I was reminded once again of another
conflict in which some members of our Jewish community have taken the
specific side of one party to a conflict against another side. Here I am
speaking of the deep rift that exists within Manitoba’s Yazidi community,
which has grown by a very sizeable number in the past couple of years.

Most readers are no doubt aware of the huge contribution that many
members of our community have made to bringing Yazidi refugees to
Winnipeg through Operation Ezra. That effort, which began in 2015, and
which has now seen 10 different Yazidi families brought here, numbering
some 55 individuals, brought together many different organizations within
our Jewish community.

At the same time though, the principal individuals responsible for run-
ning Operation Ezra have consistently refused to recognize that there was
another entirely different group of Yazidis in Winnipeg which was at odds
with the faction of Yazidis here that Operation Ezra had chosen to help.

My wife and I were recently invited to attend a celebration of this other
Yazidi association upon the occasion of the Yazidi New Year (on April 18).
When we arrived at the location of the celebration, we were astounded to
see that there were over 250 Yazidis gathered there.

Also present were certain representatives of government, including Ron
Schuler, Manitoba’s Minister of Infrastructure. Apparently Schuler has
given vital help to what is now known as the Yazidi Association of
Manitoba in getting itself organized – with bylaws and an election of offi-
cers that was overseen by outside scrutineers.

At the Yazidi celebration I spoke with Hadji Hesso, who is the president
of the Yazidi Association of Manitoba. I had attempted to arrange a meet-
ing between Hadji and a representative of the Jewish Federation to discuss
some complains that Hadji had about the way Operation Ezra was con-
ducting certain aspects
of its affairs, but appar-
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Re: Speaker at Canadian Mennonite University
Ed. note: The following letter from the Jewish Federation was received

Monday afternoon, April 23. For more on the subject of a controversial
anti-Israel speaker being invited to speak at Canadian Mennonite
University on April 25, see Short takes on the opposite page.

April 23, 2018 
Dr. Cheryl Pauls, President 
Canadian Mennonite University 
500 Shaftesbury Blvd. Winnipeg, MB R3P 2N2 Canada 

Dear Dr. Pauls, 
We are writing to voice our strong objections to Canadian Mennonite

University (CMU)’s decision to host Naim Ateek on April 25th for an event
entitled The Bible, Justice, and the Palestine-Israel Conflict. This is the lat-
est in a pattern of Canadian Mennonite institutions shamefully embracing
a distorted, anti-Israel agenda and promoting those – including Ateek and
the Sabeel Centre with which he is affiliated – who echo this bias. 

Conflict resolution is about addressing the legitimate needs and rights of
both sides. Instead, CMU and other Mennonite institutions undermine
peace efforts by offering a hyperbolic and one-sided view of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. As a result, many in the Winnipeg Jewish commu-
nity can only conclude that local Mennonite institutions are not only
hypocritical but also plagued by an unhealthy, obsessive hostility
toward the world’s only Jewish state. 

Surely CMU knows that Ateek is a prominent advocate of boycott,
divestment, and sanctions (BDS) against Israelis, as co-author of the Kairos
Palestine document that infamously promoted BDS. It is alarming that
CMU would give a platform to someone at the forefront of such a toxic
movement. 

In targeting Israelis, BDS is a form of discrimination based on national
origin. Just as boycotts targeted Jews throughout history, BDS activists call
for a blacklist of the citizens of the world’s only Jewish state and the only
liberal democracy in the Middle East. Many BDS leaders openly declare
that their goal is not a peaceful, two-state solution but the destruction of the
state of Israel. The BDS movement is not pro-Palestinian. It is simply
anti-Israel. 

BDS does nothing to bring the two sides together, promote peace, or
improve the quality of life for the average Palestinian. Were BDS success-
ful, it would threaten the livelihood of thousands of Palestinians employed
by Israeli companies. 

C300-123 Doncaster Street | Winnipeg, MB | R3N 1C1 | 204.477.7400 |
info@jewishwinnipeg.org | jewishwinnipeg.org 

We are no less disturbed by Ateek’s past comparisons between Jesus
and the Palestinian people. When serving as President of Sabeel, Ateek
once penned an Easter message in which he said: Jesus is on the cross
again with thousands of crucified Palestinians around him. It only takes
people of insight to see the hundreds of thousands of crosses throughout the
land, Palestinian men, women, and children being crucified. Palestine has
become one huge golgotha. The Israeli government crucifixion system is
operating daily. (Sabeel Easter Message by Naim Ateek, 2001) 

This is an outrageous statement, given that Jesus was a Jew who was cru-
cified by the Roman occupiers. The Romans then committed one of histo-
ry’s worst genocides against the Jewish people, murdering hundreds of
thousands and expelling the survivors from their indigenous land for the
next 1,900 years. To claim that Palestinians are the new “Jesus” is to dis-
tort one of the most painful chapters in Jewish history and use it to demo-
nize Jews today. Worse, accusing Israelis of “crucifying” Palestinians
evokes the spurious antisemitic blood libels and allegations of deicide
that have led to the murder of countless Jews throughout history. 

The CMU website states: CMU’s self-understanding as a church-related
university is grounded in relationships of trust and in commitments to
ongoing, open dialogue and inquiry. To host such a speaker directly dam-
ages trust and open dialogue between Mennonites and the Jewish commu-
nity. To be blunt, this event does nothing to affect change in the Middle
East, but it directly harms interfaith relations here in Canada. 

Our community values interfaith relations and open conversations on
contentious issues. But demonization is not dialogue. We will not be silent
when Israelis are demonized, nor when the basic rights of Israelis to
security, peace and acceptance are challenged. 

We look forward to your response.

Sincerely, 

Laurel Malkin, President                          Elaine Goldstine, CEO 
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg                 Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
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Comment

Responding to Some Letters to the Editor
in The JP&N April 11th, edition

Zev Cohen characterizes Myron Love’s article on the University of
Winnipeg anti-Israel panel discussion as a tirade and accuses him of
engaging in advocacy journalism by relying only on B’nai Brith’s report-
ed opinions which he contends are biased as BB is an interested party.
JP&N is criticized by Cohen for having published Love’s article before it
could corroborate BB’s information.

With Bernie Bellan’s earlier reports and now his excellent lead article
in this JP&N edition on this University of Winnipeg panel discussion
matter, it sure looks like Cohen should have held his tongue. What is
coming out, objectively supports what BB, Love and Bellan have been
reporting and thus Cohen’s criticisms are unwarranted.

David Weller professes his heart is with Hamas and the Palestinians,
accusing Israel of being racist and fascist in her “slaughter” of Gazan
Palestinian protesters. By his diatribe against Israel and Zionist apolo-
gists, Weller proves he is not one to let history, facts, reality and common
sense get in the way of his single minded anti-Israel pro-Palestinian
views. 

To his credit however, Weller says he is a JP&N subscriber which
means his subscription dollars do help to keep the JP&N going. That is a
good thing.

Finally, Alan Levy expresses his concern for Gazan Palestinians recent-
ly killed or injured (including some known Hamas terrorists) as a result
of their being with the Hamas led “March of Return” mob of 1,000’s that
have used violent means to breach the Israel-Gaza border being defend-
ed by the IDF. 

Levy accuses Israel of not allowing Gazan Palestinians injured in these
clashes to have access to better medical care in the West Bank than they
can get in Gaza. 

Even if Levy’s accusation against Israel is true, it begs the question, is
Israel justified in that regard? 

Levy in effect answers NO to that question, saying that humanitarian
values were at the root of Israel’s founding and that many Jewish leaders
believe, as he obviously does, that Israel must therefore “live up to a
higher test of ethical behaviour than other states”.

Levy has argued himself into a fundamental contradiction assuming he
is against the infamous higher ethical double standard that most nations
being anti-Israel, antisemitic or both, singularly impose on and judge
Israel by. 

His argument, no doubt unwittingly, perversely gives credence to and
support for that infamous evil double standard. 

You can bet nations that are anti-Israel, antisemitic or both would rush
to agree with Levy’s position. That would give them cover to declare they
hold Israel to a higher ethical double standard, not for any untoward or
evil motives, but rather as a matter of right since, according to Levy,
Israel alone among nations, is duty bound to live by that higher ethical
standard. 

While presumably this is not what Levy intended to argue, it appears he
did just that. Levy might therefore want to adjust his views accordingly.

As for his concluding that “hopefully, the enemy and the world will
see our (ie Jewish Israeli) humanism” if Israel allows injured Gazan
Palestinians access to West Bank medical care, Levy is pipe dreaming. 

No nation does more than Israel to live by high ethical standards, yet
evil global anti-Israelism and antisemitism grows unabated with some of
the worst, if not the worst coming from Gazan and West Bank
Palestinians.
Bill Narvey 

LETTERS

Jewish groups’ objections spur cancellation of 
discussion with Labour’s Jeremy Corbyn

(JTA) — A roundtable discussion of Jewish groups and British Labour
Party head Jeremy Corbyn was canceled after the country’s two main
Jewish umbrella groups objected to the list of participants.

The meeting, billed as a “Respect and Engagement” event, had been set
for Wednesday to address charges of anti-Semitism and hostility to Israel
in the Labour Party. It was to take place some 24 hours after talks sched-
uled between Corbyn and the Board of Deputies of British Jews and the
Jewish Leadership Council to discuss the issue.

But both Jewish groups called on mainstream community organizations
to reject the invitation to the roundtable meeting, which, according to the ,
they viewed as an attempt to split the Jewish community by including what
they described as fringe groups such as Jewish Voice for Labour, an anti-
Israel group that has  the “myth of anti-Semitism in the Labour Party” and
the “anti-Semitic smear campaign” supposedly waged against Corbyn and
his backers.

Corbyn’s office had sent out invitations to the event.
Labour sources told the Jewish Chronicle that the meeting had never

been confirmed and had been canceled because it “didn’t work logistical-
ly.” The Jewish Chronicle also reported that instead of the roundtable
meeting, Corbyn will work to hold separate meetings with Jewish groups
and  individuals in the coming weeks.
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Myron Love

Former Winnipegger David
Kideckel keeps going from
strength to strength.

Last fall, the son of Howard
Kideckel and Hope Springman
was recruited by leading Bay
Street investment bank Beacon
Securities, and  charged with
developing for the firm a new

franchise focusing on healthcare and biotechnology.

Founded in 1988, BeaconSecurities is a full-service
independent investment dealer, with a growing emphasis
on mid-market institutional equities. The company serves
clients worldwide across many different sectors.

“My position with Beacon Securities,” Kideckel says,
“is Director, Institutional Equity Research - and Head of
Healthcare & Biotechnology. This is a very exciting chal-
lenge. My mission is to identify the best up and coming
companies in healthcare and biotechnology, both public
and private companies that can benefit from our industry-
leading approach to the capital markets.” We specialize in
all aspects of capital markets including research, banking,
sales and trading.

He notes that medical cannabis (marijuana) is a really hot area of research
right now and that Israeli companies are among the world leaders in the
field. Beacon is a leading provider for capital markets advisory for many of
these companies.

You can certainly say that  Kideckel is at the top of his game. A graduate
of the University of Winnipeg (University Gold Medallist, BSc and BA)
and McMaster University (MSc, where he studied Albert Einstein’s brain),
he has both a Ph.D in neuroscience and an MBA (2014) from the Institute
of Medical Science at the University of Toronto and Rotman School of
Management, respectively. He accomplished the latter with the elite
Canadian Institutes of Health Research Science to Business Award, which
is awarded to the most promising Ph.D’s in Canada to complete their
MBAs. He has since been on the reviewing committee of this prestigious
award where he helps to single out the most promising candidates for
Canada’s future in innovation.

Only a select few in Canada were chosen to receive the award.

Another highlight of his academic career was being selected in 2009 as
one of only three Canadians to take part in the Novartis International
Biotechnology Leadership event at Novartis world headquarters in
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

For the past 10 years – prior to joining Beacon Securities, also while
working on his MBA – Kideckel had been working within pharmaceuti-
cals, biotech and medical device companies, holding a number of senior
and executive roles in international business development, marketing and
medical affairs. His impressive resumé also includes roles as a business
development executive with two biotechs run out of the MaRS Discovery
District in Toronto, where he brokered deals in all parts of the world to
advance Canadian biotech.

One of the latest projects Kideckel’s work achieved while at Beacon was

a $35 million financing of a game
changing technology to detect and
treat prostate cancer – Profound
Medical. He notes that this was an
international deal completed with
Beacon at the forefront of the financ-
ing and identification of top biotech
originating out of Canada.

Kideckel sees a real need to strength-
en Canada’s science and business and
he strongly believes in giving back to
his community through mentoring oth-
ers .

“I guess I’ve always had an entre-
preneurial spirit,” he said.

Kideckel urges others who have
studied science to also study business
and gain business experience. He
believes that merging the two disci-
plines holds the potential to make
major contributions to health through
science.

In an interview he gave to the
Canadian Jewish News published on July 23, 2012, he was quoted as say-
ing that the merger of science and business is “an untapped area with tons
of potential”.

“The combined skill set allows people to work in areas like intellectual
property, patent law, research, investment banking, innovation and the
commercialization of scientific breakthroughs,” he added.

He also emphasized the importance of networking as much as possible.
“It is important to really hear first hand from people what their experiences
were,” he was quoted as saying. Kideckel still makes a point of meeting
new people and building networks on an international scale. 

And he further emphasized the importance of hands-on experience. “I
believe in doing something and not just reading about it,” he was quoted as
saying. Presently at Beacon Securities, Kideckel sees a plethora of compa-
nies coming to his firm to involve him and his team due to his unique back-
ground on Bay Street - namely his impressive hands on experience in big
Pharma and biotech, which will allow the companies of tomorrow to gain
an edge in his coverage of them from a very unique approach.

He notes that “we see companies target Beacon to involve his team as a
result of the value-add he brings to the table. Having the educational qual-
ifications coupled with direct industry experience is proving to be a highly
sought after skill set, with very few individuals across Canada possessing
it. 

Former Winnipegger David Kideckel assuming new 
leadership role in financing biotechnology research

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

CHW passionately supports programs and services for 
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DAVID KIDECKEL
“I believe in doing something and not just
reading about it.”

Short takes
(Continued from page 4.)

Operation Ezra was conducting certain aspects of its affairs, but apparent-
ly that meeting never took place.

Given that this new association appears to represent a significant number
of Yazidis now in Manitoba – judging by the huge turnout at that celebra-
tion on April 18, it is a shame that the organized Jewish community, rather
than seeking to bring together the two feuding factions within the Yazidi
community here, has chosen to side with one faction and not even meet
with the other faction. 

If there is any one community that can serve to bring together the two
sides, it’s the Jewish community, which has the respect of both sides to this
dispute.

Does it remind you of the situation with certain Mennonite groups that,
rather than attempting to serve as honest brokers to the dispute between
Palestinians and Jews, have thrown in their lots with only one side? As I
said to Hadji Hesso at that Yazidi celebration, in attempting to explain to
him why the principals behind Operation Ezra so adamantly refuse to talk
to him or to anyone associated with his group, once a particular powerful
group stakes its reputation upon siding with another group, it’s awfully dif-
ficult to get that powerful group to change course.

Dr. Michael Eleff sent me this note about an upcoming lecture:
Dr. Cornelia (Nel) Wieman is coming to Winnipeg May 6-8 as the

Inaugural Dr. Philip Katz Memorial Visiting Professor. She will be speak-
ing at Dept of Psychiatry Grand Rounds on May 8, 1030-1145 in the Basic
Medical Sciences Building, on Indigenous Mental Health.
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Fourth and final Jewish physicians
evening of remembrance scheduled for

May 17
By MYRON LOVE

As the completion of “A History of
Jewish Physicians in Manitoba”
nears, the committee members who

are behind the project are putting together
the fourth of a series of evening of vignettes
aimed at highlighting the contribution of
Jewish physicians to the development of
medical care in our province and hopefully
also eliciting new information and stories
for the book. 

This final installment, scheduled for
Thursday, May 17, starting at 7:00 P.M. in
the Berney Theatre – followed by a recep-
tion in the Kanee Foyer - will feature the
usual three presentations. The focus this
time will be on the disciplines of psychiatry,
obstetrics and gynecology and pediatrics.

Abe Anhang will be serving as master of
ceremonies for the evening. Anhang was the
originator of this project dating back three years ago and has remained an
integral part throughout the life of this project.

For readers of a certain vintage who were born and grew up here or
raised their own children here, many of the doctors that Dr. Neil Margolis
(Neil was our own children’s pediatrician) may be talking about – doc-
tors such as Percy Barsky, Fishel Coodin, Marty Weidman, Ian Goldberg
and Victor Chernick – may well be familiar.

Chernick was one of three Jewish pediatricians who served as the head
of the Department of Pediatrics at the Children’s Hospital over a period
of 40 years, notes Dr. Nathan Wiseman, the chairperson of the CMJP pro-
ject which is a joint production of the Jewish Heritage Center of Western
Canada and the University of Manitoba Rady College of Medicine
Archives department.

The first department head in Pediatrics, according to Wiseman (who is
himself a pediatric surgeon), was the illustrious Dr. Harry Medovy, who
greatly raised the profile of pediatrics in Winnipeg across the country.
“He (Medovy) trained a lot of people who made significant contributions
to pediatric medicine in Canada,” Wiseman adds.

Dr. Chernick, Medovy’s successor, was a brilliant researcher who pub-
lished numerous books and articles and recruited a number of researchers
to work in his lab.

The most recent Jewish pediatric head was Dr. Cheryl Rockman
Greenberg who stepped down just a couple of years ago as department
head but continues with her genetic and metabolic diseases research. Last
October, she was inducted into the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame.

The second part of the evening will focus on Jewish psychiatrists – peo-
ple such as John Matas – the first Jewish psychiatrist in practice in our
province, Phil Katz, Harry Prosen, Bill Bebchuk and Fred Shane.
“Psychiatry in Manitoba has had a huge Jewish complement, Wiseman
notes.

The presenter will be Dr. Manuel Matas, a nephew of John Matas, and
a well-respected psychiatrist in his own right. Dr. Matas has recently pub-
lished a book which deals with psychiatry and the paranormal. If time
permits, he  will  spend a few minutes discussing his book with the audi-
ence. 

The last segment will be a presentation by Dr. Richard Boroditsky on
his own specialty – obstetrics and gynecology. Among the better known
obstetricians and gynecologists of times gone by are Max Rady, Ruven
Lyons, Mike Bruser, Phil Barnes and Leon Rubin.

One special case was Jack Fainman, who was shot and badly injured by
an anti-abortionist in November, 1997. Fainman, who passed away in
2014, wrote a book – “They Shoot Doctors, Don’t They?”, about the
shooting that ended his career.

“As at our previous vignette evenings, we are hoping to get a good
turnout and that people will share their own stories,” Wiseman says.

The idea behind the project, he notes, is to create both an archive (there
is not much information there right now, he points out) as well as a book
that will chronicle the history of Jewish physicians and surgeons against
the backdrop of the history of Manitoba, the history of the Jewish com-
munity in Manitoba and the development of medical progress and prac-
tice in the province.

For further information about how to participate, contact cmjpcommit-
tee@gmail.com

“We would like to compile on our website a list of all the Jewish doc-
tors who have been in practice in Manitoba over the past 100 years, “
Wiseman says. “The email of our website is medheritage.lib.umanito-
ba.ca

Rabbi Bill S. Tepper 
Temple Shalom
Charity is a cure for every heartache.
From: Likkutei Etzot HaShalem
By: Rabbi Nachman Bratzlaver,

In: L.I. Newman’s The Hasidic Anthology [1934], p. 40
A renowned proverb teaches that charity begins at home. But within our

temples and synagogues the learning of charity – or tzedakah, the Hebrew
word for justice – may be best put into practice. 

Within our houses of worship, the sacred words of the siddur and Torah gen-
erate our spirits towards remedying the social injustices – economic inequali-
ty, xenophobia and narrowness of vision – that plague our communities. 

As houses of learning, the synagogue and temple are the settings within
which we study not only our remarkable Jewish narrative, but also Judaism’s
role in bringing light to the world: propelling inquisitive minds, of both the
young and the younger, towards acts of tikkun olam - the healing of our per-
petually-fractured universe. 

And as a house of assembly, welcoming all who enter in the spirit of respect,
there is the sharing of dreams, hopes and ideas. There flourishes the pooling of
skills, resources and gifts. And from the holy work to which a committed
kehillah applies itself flows the potential for positive change. 

Charity may begin in the home, but it is within our houses of worship, learn-
ing and assembly, and through the joining of hands among those who care
about our world, where the growth and beautification our lives so urgently
require shall ideally come to fruition. 
Friday April 27 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Harvey Peltz with 

Cantor Len Udow
Saturday April 28 noon Yoga Shalom
Friday May 4 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Elliott & 

Elaine Saunders
Saturday May 5 noon Yoga Shalom
Friday May 11 7:30pm Shabbat Dedication & Torah Service lay led 

by Allan Finkel with Janet Pelletier-Goetze
Saturday May 12 noon Yoga Shalom
Friday May 18 8pm Friday Night Live Shabbat Service led by Rabbi

Tepper with Cantor Len Udow & the FNL Band
Saturday May 19 10:30am Torah Study with Rabbi Tepper

noon Yoga Shalom
6:15pm Tikun Shavuot with Rabbi Tepper:- Dinner; Text

Study Book of Ruth; Coffee, Dessert, Ice-Cream
Bar; Musical Session; Havdalah. Children’s 
activities throughout evening. Watch for more details.

Friday May 25 7pm AGM
7:30pm Shabbat & Yizkor Service lay led by Sherry

Wolfe-Elazar with Cantor Len Udow

Dr. NEIL
MARGOLIS

to talk about Jewish
pediatricians



By BERNIE BELLAN

Fresh upon the heels of a controversy emanat-
ing from the University of Winnipeg’s Global
College having sponsored a panel discussion

in February which was accused of having an anti-
Semitic element, the Canadian Mennonite
University is about to play host to yet another
forum which will feature a speaker, the Reverend
Naim Ateek, who has been at the forefront of the
BDS movement.

What is disconcerting about the proximity of
these two events is the deep involvement of
Mennonite organizations in both of them. The
event at the University of Winnipeg was co-spon-
sored by the Mennonite Central Committee and
Mennonite Church Manitoba Working Group on
Palestine and Israel. (There were several other
groups involved in that event as well.)

But now, we’ve been alerted to an event planned
for Canadian Mennonite University on April 25,
from 7:00 – 9:00 pm, again under the sponsorship
of those same two Mennonite groups – along with Canadian Mennonite
University – and several other groups, including the Canadian Friends of
Sabeel.

Here is some information about Friends of Sabeel – North America, taken
from the Anti Defamation League website:

Friends of Sabeel – North America 
Friends of Sabeel – North America (FOSNA) is the U.S.-based affiliate

of the Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center, a Palestinian
Christian organization based in Jerusalem. FOSNA serves as the “voice for
Palestinian Christians” against Israel’s policies and has been a driving force
behind various Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) campaigns
against Israel, including those initiated by mainline Protestant churches in
the U.S.

Sabeel, FOSNA’s parent organization, was founded in 1990 by Reverend
Naim Ateek, a Palestinian Christian theologian. Ateek is fiercely critical of
Israeli policy and in recent years has begun privately advocating for a one-
state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict despite Sabeel’s stated sup-
port for a “just peace based on two states.”

Ateek, along with several other Palestinian theologians, coined and
developed what they describe as “Palestinian liberation theology” in the
late 1980s. Based on the premise that the Bible’s explicit descriptions of the
land of Israel as belonging to the Jewish people must be repudiated and
redefined, this theology reinterprets those descriptions in an attempt to bol-
ster the legitimacy of the Palestinian position and disavow Zionism. Ateek
has claimed that the notion that the land of Israel belongs to the Jewish peo-
ple is “bad theology” and that the establishment of Israel is a “relapse to the
most primitive concepts of an exclusive, tribal God.”

Sabeel’s efforts to
demonize Israel and
Israelis have also fea-
tured charges of deicide
against Jews; they have
compared Palestinians
to a modern-day Jesus
and accused Israel of
engaging in a “crucifix-
ion” of these
Palestinians. In an
Easter message several
years ago, Ateek
explicitly said: “Jesus is
on the cross again with
thousands of crucified
Palestinians around
him…The Israeli gov-
ernment crucifixion
system is operating
daily,” a highly offen-
sive expression given
centuries of Jewish
oppression on the basis
of deicide charges.
Ateek and his organiza-
tion have also com-
pared Israel to the
Nazis, accusing Israel
of committing a
“Holocaust” against
Palestinians. 

FOSNA similarly
condemns what it

describes on its Web site as “distortions of the
Bible” that lead to violence and racism, a thinly
veiled accusation that the Jewish people’s yearn-
ing for the land of Israel – as dictated in the Bible,
evidenced throughout history and ideologically
formalized by the Zionist movement – is a fallacy.
The organization’s mission statement, which
echoes Sabeel’s agenda, calls for the right of
return for Palestinian refugees, an end to
American policies that “support and perpetuate
the occupation,” and “active engagement” in the
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) cam-
paign against Israel.

Although Sabeel and FOSNA claim that they
explicitly reject Palestinian terrorism, they also
seek to lay blame for this phenomenon on Israel,
noting on their Web site that the terrorism is
“rooted in this oppressive situation of occupa-
tion” and “fomented” by repression.

FOSNA participates in the activities of many of
the other leading anti-Israel groups in the U.S.,

including Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP), the US Campaign to End
the Israeli Occupation and Jewish Voice for Peace; indeed, representatives
of FOSNA often attend and speak at these organizations’ events, rallies and
conferences. These groups look to FOSNA as the Christian authority on the
conflict and invite FOSNA leaders to participate in their events as evidence
that Palestinian opposition to Israel is broad-based and not limited to a con-
flict between Muslims and Jews... 

While Sabeel claims to promote “a non-violent vision for addressing the
conflict between Palestinians and the state of Israel,” and to support a two-
state solution to the conflict, Ateek regularly describes the two-state solu-
tion as “a first step that hopefully will lead to the formation of the one
state.” In July 2012, Ateek and Wagner attended a conference organized by
the Birzeit Society in which they led a session titled “Palestine: One State
vs. Two State Solution.” In his comments, Ateek criticized the vision of a
two-state-solution and reportedly called for a “third intifada.”

We were concerned enough about the recurrent involvement of
Mennonite organizations in activities that have a strong anti-Israel element
to them to write to the president of Canadian Mennonite University, Cheryl
Pauls, and to the executive director of Global College at the University of
Winnipeg, Dean Peachey, asking them to reconsider holding events which
involve heavy criticisms of Israel, but with  nary a word on Palestinian
responsibility for the problems that exist in that area of the world.

Here is what I wrote to Ms. Pauls on April 13:

Hi Cheryl,
My name is Bernie Bellan. I’m the publisher of Winnipeg’s Jewish news-

paper, The Jewish Post & News.
I note that, once again, CMU is going to play host to an anti-Israel

themed event, this time something called “The Bible, Justice, and the
Palestine-Israel Conflict - Rev. Dr. Naim Ateek”.

I’ve been writing in our paper about an event that took place at the
University of Winnipeg on Feb. 28, that also had a strong anti-Israel theme,
and which was sponsored, in part, by various Mennonite organizations.

I’ve been well aware of the unrelenting criticism of Israel emanating
from various Mennonite groups for many years, but I wonder whether
you’d be interested in mounting a discussion of just why that is. I’d like to
hear more about what it is that drives so many Mennonites to attack Israel
for its crimes, yet give a total pass to Palestinians for theirs. Perhaps the
event could be titled: “Just why is it that Mennonites criticize Israel so
much, but remain silent about Palestinians?”

Would you be interested in hosting a forum to discuss just that question?
I look forward to your answer.
By the way, I’m ccing this to Dean Peachey of the U of W’s Global

College. If MCU isn’t interested in hosting such an event, perhaps the
Global College will.

Regards,
Bernie Bellan
Publisher/Editor, The Jewish Post & News

Post script: I did hear back from someone at Canadian Mennonite
College by the name of Terry Schellenberg, who is VP External at that
institution. I was invited to meet with Mr. Shellenberg, along with two
other individuals: Gord Zerbe, who is a professor at CMU, and Dean
Peachey, who is the acting executive director of Global College at the
University of Winnipeg.

I responded that I would be willing to meet and that I wanted to bring
along two individuals to that meeting.  Both those individuals have a great
deal of experience in entering into dialogue with other organizations, but
are not affiliated with the Jewish Federation.

Canadian Mennonite University to play host to anti-Israel priest
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“Peace-loving” Palestinian Anglican priest
who once said: “Jesus is on the cross again
with thousands of crucified Palestinians
around him…The Israeli government cruci-
fixion system is operating daily”.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column

Wladyslaw Szlengel (1912-1943) was a Jewish Polish
poet who perished in the Warsaw Ghetto. His poems sur-
vived the war in milk tanks and were translated into
Hebrew. The Israeli band “To the Poet” recently recorded
an album of his poems in Hebrew. His universal, ironic
and humanistic poems will never be sung on Yom Hashoa
but they are worth a listen. 

Jewish radio hour
Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30

PM CDT on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or
online at ckjs.com

On April 29, Regine Frankel ‘s segment will be about
Israel. She will feature Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s speech at the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee’s annual policy conference in Washington DC.

On The Yiddish half hour, Rochelle Zucker spotlights
Ruth Rubin, the folk singer and Jewish folklorist who
made it her mission to collect and preserve thousands of
songs.

On May 6th, Rochelle Zucker will present a selection of
nostalgic Yiddish songs about European towns and cities
that once had a vibrant Jewish life.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site: 

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Women’s March leader Tamika Mallory
attacks Starbucks for including 

ADL in bias trainings

(JTA) – A Women’s March leader mired in controversy
because of her association with the virulently anti-Semitic
Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan has attacked
Starbucks for including the Anti-Defamation League
among its advisers on bias.

Tamika Mallory in a tweet Tuesday evening accused the
Jewish group of “constantly attacking black and brown
people.”

The coffee giant said Tuesday that it had solicited coun-
seling from a number of groups, including the ADL, the
NAACP and others, after national outrage following the
arrest last weekend of two black men sitting at one of its
Philadelphia outlets.

Starbucks announced Tuesday that it would close its
more than 8,000 stores in the United States on the after-
noon of May 29 to conduct racial-bias education with
staff.

“So you are aware, Starbucks was on a decent track until
they enlisted the Anti-Defamation League to build their
anti-bias training,” Mallory tweeted. “The ADL is CON-
STANTLY attacking black and brown people. This is a
sign that they are tone deaf and not committed to address-
ing the concerns of black folks. Be clear about what’s hap-
pening here.”

Mallory wasn’t specific in her criticism, although the
ADL had criticized her and Women’s March in February
after Mallory tweeted enthusiastically about her atten-
dance at a speech in which Farrakhan attacked Jews,
women and the LGBTQ community.

The ADL’s CEO, Jonathan Greenblatt, was one of sev-
eral national and local experts Starbucks had asked to con-
sult on racial bias following the weekend’s incident.
Mallory indicated that there are some “great” Jewish orga-
nizations that fight racism.

“My people … don’t be fooled … Pay close attention to
the entire CHESS BOARD #boycottstarbucks,” she wrote
in a second tweet, which also said that the ADL “should
have never been enlisted in the first place. There are other
great Jewish orgs who fight racism of All kinds every day:
Jews for Racial Economic Justice (JFREG) [sic], Bend the
Arc: Jewish Action, Jewish Voice for Peace.”

The ADL’s defenders noted that it has a long record in
reporting hate crimes and bias against all groups, and has
trained law enforcement in recognizing and addressing
bias for decades, often in partnership with African-
American and civil rights organizations.

Neera Tanden, president of the left-leaning Center for
American Progress, backed the ADL in a tweet.
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It goes without saying that when, on a Friday
evening in early April when the Humboldt
Broncos bus collided with a tractor-trailer unit

in northern Saskatchewan, we were all brought
down. The small town of approximately 6,000
was suddenly put on the map - but for all the
wrong reasons.

For the first few days following the tragedy I
was chalk full of empathy and had little or no
desire to watch games of any variety. Never mind

pro basketball and college tournaments, major-league baseball and foot-
ball, I surmised that with all the hockey I have watched over these many
years dating back to the professional Western Hockey League, World
Hockey Association and NHL plus the amateurs from playground to junior
that ice hockey in particular at least for the time being, left me cold. 

Newscasts on radio and television pounded away night and day and with
each passing hour, curious listeners wanted to hear some positive out-
comes, but the latter were slim and none as parents, grandparents, friends,
siblings, neighbours, girl friends, and sundry others grieved. 

I needed someone with whom to commiserate and then, just like we often
see in comic books and cartoons, a light bulb went on atop my head. Why
not get in touch with my one-time brother-in law ?

You see, he and I married into the same family and are no longer attached
to the same partners. Both of us had gone our separate ways. I remained in
our fair city;  he moved to Calgary and then on to Vancouver. We hadn’t
spoken in years, but had always been congenial with one another and had
much in common.

More to the point, I was almost certain that he, Alan Richman, who once
was a chartered accountant and earned his credentials here in Winnipeg at
St. John’s Tech and the University of Manitoba, came from Humboldt,
Saskatchewan.

Now, you don’t have to be a Rhodes Scholar to comprehend where I’m
going with this trip down memory lane. Not only was my subject from
Humboldt, but he was born there in 1937.

“I can still remember going to the the- junior Indians’ games (the team’s
former name) with my dad at age-five. Those were the days of the great
goaltender Glenn Hall. We knew all the players well and they were cer-
tainly the main attraction of the town when the population was 2,500. It
was really a thriving community back then,” he reminisced.

For the record, Hall too was born in Humboldt and is still alive today at
age 86. Referring to the former National Hockey League star as a legend is
not an exaggeration. As former New York baseball manager Casey Stengel
used to say when he extolled the virtues of a player: “And you can look it
up!”

I was especially interested in the role that the Jewish citizens of Alan’s
day played in Humboldt’s affairs.  Alan  was a fountain of knowledge,
speaking very positively about the community in which he was raised. He
also summed up his feelings about the previous week’s unspeakable
tragedy. It was once his town. It was both upsetting and unsettling. What
more could he say, and so I focused my attention primarily on the Jewish
element back in the day. 

Like so many Jewish folks from Europe, Alan’s  mom, Sarah, came from
Ukraine when she was very young. Dad, Isadore, was a successful mer-

chant. There were 12 or more Jewish families in Humboldt. Alan recalled
that there were retail grocers, a car dealer, a dentist and a Yiddish teacher.

“I worked in my dad’s store until I was 16. It was partly groceries, shoes,
and ended up just clothing. All the Jewish merchants were competitive with
each other, but played cards together after hours and were generally good
friends.

“Whereas my parents stayed on in Humboldt for about 40 years, they
shipped me off to Winnipeg where I had grandparents and several other
Jewish relatives with whom I stayed. 

It was, of course, commonplace and encouraged by Jewish parents in ear-
lier times that their children meet and fraternize with young people of the
same religious background.

“Dad, not unlike some of the other Jewish businessmen, was very active
in the community. He was on the board of directors of the hockey team as
were the others of his ilk.”

Richman also shared that to the best of his knowledge there are no Jewish
families in Humboldt today.

Somewhat ironic that I would reconnect with an ex-brother-in-law as a
result of what had transpired.

I shall definitely stay in touch with Alan. Life can sometimes be shorter
than we think.

We both had our beginnings in a small town. I was born in Portage La
Prairie, a hockey-mad town, where we had a sizable Jewish mishpucha
made up of wonderful aunts, uncles, and cousins. Mom and dad ran a
restaurant - Rosy’s Cafe - and the aforementioned group, in general, com-
prised the business people. Our numbers dwindled and the only synagogue
in town closed its doors.

Endings are sad when all that’s left is wishing things were different -
especially for those who mourn in Saskatchewan. The incident however
brought out the very best in the hockey community in general, and else-
where across the nation and abroad.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Humboldt tragedy leads to reconnecting with someone who grew up there

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

The Humboldt Broncos hockey team - victims of a tragic accident in
early April when their bus collided with a semi-trailer truck

Amar’e Stoudemire is converting to Judaism

(JTA) — Former NBA All-Star
Amar’e Stoudemire has for years
claimed to have “Hebrew roots,” studied
Judaism and practiced its cultural cus-
toms. Now he is making the ties official
by converting to the Jewish religion.

Stoudemire, 35, told HBO sports
reporter Jon Frankel at an event at
Harvard University on Sunday that he is
“in the process” of converting.

Frankel first asked Stoudemire
whether he wanted to become a citizen
of Israel, a country he lived in briefly
while playing for Hapoel Jerusalem last
year, a club he partly owns. 

Stoudemire said he is trying to
become a citizen, and Frankel asked
whether he was being told to convert before achieving citizenship status.

Stoudemire responded by saying he is
converting “simply to get acclimated to
the culture in Israel and also to apply for
citizenship.”

But he added: “My journey on this path
really has nothing to do with citizenship,
it’s just really truly a spiritual journey, and
my goal is to get into the kingdom, and
that’s the only mission.”

Stoudemire had said earlier in the con-
versation that he partly follows both the
New and the Old Testaments.

“Any time to try to redefine yourself,
you’re converting, whether it’s religious
converting or just personal improve-
ment,” he said. “I think converting from a
religious point of view allows you to real-

ly look at the biblical point of view from a different perspective.”

Amar’e Stoudemire speaking at the Israel Summit at
Harvard University, April 8, 2018 (Screenshot from Facebook)



By MYRON LOVE

The focus of the 2018 Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba annual luncheon in support of the
Women’s Endowment Fund this year- which

was held on Friday, April 13, at the Convention
Centre - was on the plight of the Yazidis.

The Yazidis are an ancient people who practice a
form of monotheism which is unique to them-
selves. To the Arabs/Muslims, amidst whom they
lived, they are considered “devil worshippers”.
The worldwide Yazidi population numbers about
600,000-700,000. 

As Sally Armstrong, the luncheon’s keynote
speaker, noted, the Yazidis have experienced
numerous pogroms throughout their lengthy histo-
ry. The most recent attempt at genocide began on
August 3, 2014, when their communities in Iraq
were overrun by the Sunni Islamist terrorist army
known as ISIS (or Daesh). Many were murdered
while those who could fled to nearby Mount Sinjar
where they were trapped for up to a week without
food, water or shelter before being rescued by Syrian Kurdish fighters.
Many others were captured and enslaved, with women and young girls
becoming sex slaves and young boys being turned into suicide bombers for
ISIS.

Armstrong, an award-winning journalist, war correspondent and author
who has been inducted into the Order of Canada, is more familiar with the
situation of the Yazidis than most. During her presentation, she spoke about
her experiences among the Yazidis in northern Iraq. Her stories were at
times graphic and disturbing, at other times uplifting and offering hope.

She recalled the first time she visited a Yazidi refugee camp. “I asked a
Yazidi girl to tell me her story,” Armstrong recounted. “She asked me why?
She said that she had told her story ten times already and nobody had done
anything to help.

“The first Yazidis I spoke with all wanted to know why the world didn’t
come to rescue them.”

Armstrong described Mesopotamia as  blood-soaked,  rife with religious
extremism and hate. She noted that the Yazidis have traditionally been
peaceful famers and shepherds.

She described in detail that fateful August when the forces of evil
descended on peaceful Yazidis, and the escape- at least those who could -
to their holy mountain, which was surrounded on three sides by ISIS.

She reported that, as a result of that attack, 450,000 Yazidis were either
murdered, forced into sexual slavery or forced into refugee camps.

“Telling the Yazidi story has been one of the most grueling experiences
of my career as a journalist,” she said.

“In the refugee camps, I was able to talk with Yazidi women of all ages,”
he said. “About 2,600 girls had managed to escape from their captors – but
as many as 3,500 were still in ISIS  hands as recently as last fall (when the
Iraqi and allied forces finally drove ISIS out of Mosul, one of Iraq’s largest
cities and in the same region as the Yazidi homeland).”

Armstrong spoke of mass graves, Yazidi girls jumping off the mountain
rather than falling into ISIS hands and Yazidi girls being divided among
ISIS terrorists.

On the positive side, on her most recent visit to the region, Armstrong
described meeting young Yazidi women proudly bearing arms – as part of
the Kurdish Peshmerga forces – and looking forward to being able to
defend their honour and their people.

For those hundreds of thousand Yazidi refugees who just want to go
home (in a region where ISIS is still a threat), Armstrong suggested that
maybe Canada can send 500 soldiers to protect them. 

She also suggested that perhaps Canada could send 50 therapists to help
the countless Yazidi women who have been raped by ISIS terrorists.

Armstrong also praised the Winnipeg Jewish community’s Operation
Ezra and other initiatives across Canada to bring Yazidi refugees to our and
other Canadian communities.

And, in keeping with the emphasis on the plight of the Yazidis,
Armstrong was introduced by Nafiya Naso, a leading member of the Yazidi
community here, also a Jewish Child and Family Service settlement work-
er, and one of the inspirations for  Operation Ezra. 

As part of her introduction of Armstrong, Naso told her story about her
refugee family being brought to Manitoba 20 years ago by a church group.
In the fall of 2015, she was invited to speak to Winnipeg Friends of Israel,
a pro-Israel group that works to build bridges with groups in the larger
community to build support for Israel.

Naso became the face of the Yazidi people in Winnipeg. She was subse-
quently invited to speak to other Jewish and other groups about the suffer-
ing of the Yazidis at the hands of ISIS.

As a result of Naso’s presentations, a number of members of the Jewish

community launched Operation Ezra to raise
awareness of the situation and raise money to
bring Yazidi refugee families to Winnipeg.

Operation Ezra, Naso noted, is a coalition of
20 local agencies and community organiza-
tions (the JCFS and the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue among them) as well as local busi-
nessmen, which has raised over $500,000 over
the past three years and sponsored 55 Yazidis
thus far.

“We have over 3,500 families in refugee
camps in Iraq and Turkey who are on our wait-
ing lists,” she said.

This most recent JFM Women’s Endowment
Fund luncheon was the first for new JFM CEO
(as of the beginning of the year) Tara Fainstein.

“It is good to be home,” said the former
Winnipegger who was most recently COO of
the Canadian Jewish News.

She reported that the nearly 25-year-old
Women’s Endowment Fund, the only fund of

its kind in western Canada, currently has an asset capital fund of $1.6 mil-
lion.

Last year, she noted, the WEF distributed over $500,000 in grants to
organizations for women-centred programs offered by the Rady JCC,
Shalom Residences,  Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre at Syd Glow
Place, Jewish Learning Centre,  St. Boniface Hospital, a refugee program
and women’s support organizations. 

“For this year, we are raising our distribution rate from 4% to 4.2%,” she
reported. “That means more dollars to support community needs. 

“We are expecting to increase our asset base to more than $2-million over
the next two years, which will allow us to extend services in the province
which we can support.

“Our work is motivated by our sense of Jewish values and Tikkun Olam.
Our fundamental goal is to help create a just and fair society where all peo-
ple can live in dignity.”

Focus on Yazidi rescue at annual Women’s Endowment Fund luncheon
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new Jewish Foundation of Manitoba 
CEO TARA FAINSTEIN (left)

with Women’s Endowment Luncheon
keynote speaker SALLY ARMSTRONG
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Gerry Posner

Let’s step back in time
to April 1956 - in par-
ticular to April 21,

1956. Yes, I expect many of
you are thinking to your-
selves that date was, of
course, the Queen’s official
birthday and others might

think that it was, as always, one month after the first
day of spring. 

And, if you fall into either or both of these camps,
you are indeed correct. But, I was not thinking of
those two possibilities. Here’s a hint though: In 1956,
just like this year, April 21  fell on a Saturday, 

Well, if you have not figured it out already, let me
take you out of your uncertainty. That day was the day
of  my Bar Mitzvah. Yes, there it is. In fact, some of
you reading this might have been there and no doubt
recall the event with clarity. Just in case your memo-
ry is blurry, let me give you the highlights of that
week and indeed, that very day. 

On the Wednesday before my Bar Mitzvah, I took
the bus downtown, where I met my father and broth-
er at a restaurant at Ellice and Donald. At that lunch,
my brother gave me a watch (my very first) as his gift
to me for my Bar Mitzvah. Back then, I actually
thought he had bought it for me. Still, irrespective of
his inability to make such a purchase, I thought he did
and thought that  for a long time. I have since forgiv-
en him for this deceit. 

The Thursday before the BM ( I never recall anyone referring to the
moment that way) I was busy with a tune up at the synagogue with Jack
Garland, the “Minister of Music” as he was then known, and the guy
responsible for my preparation. Keep in mind that in those days at the
Shaarey Zedek, it was an abbreviated service starting at 11:00 and ending
by 12:30. Also, keep in mind that in order to meet those time constraints,
the Bar Mitzvah boy (back then girls were only on Friday nights) had his
Haftorah cut to 10-13 lines. They expected little from us and little did they
get. We, however, received presents and more presents. For the boys, the
main gift was a fountain pen followed closely by cuff links. I know that the
thought of donating a portion of my monetary gifts to a charity never went
through my mind.

My family had a never-ending run of relatives turn up for my big day,
from Chicago, Iowa City, Boston, Minneapolis and Vancouver, as well as
several other places connected to our family. Part of the attraction to attend
my Bar Mitzvah was because my first cousin on my father’s side, Gary
Diamond, had his Bar Mitzvah one week earlier, on April 14, 1956 at the
Rosh Pina. Thus, for a chunk of relatives, they got a two for one. I have
often wondered what those out-of-towners did that whole week in
Winnipeg, when the talk of the town then was not the Bar Mitzvah boys,

but  whether the Red River would overflow and
the possibility of a flood. 

As many of you will recall from that day, I was
pretty good for what I did. I can say that now,
some 62 years later, as who among you will dis-
pute that fact? I had a brief memory lapse before
I began the blessing before the haftorah. 

Luckily, I heard the high pitched note for the
blessing descending from the choir loft from
Jack Garland and that gave me the reminder of
the melody. And from there I took off. 

Of course,, there was the charge from the
Rabbi as in Rabbi Milton Aron who put his arms
out and bellowed to me in words embedded in
all of our minds:” Gerry, your father has recited
the Sheheyanu. May Father and Mother live to
enjoy the fruits of their devotion to this child of
their love. And in thee Gerry, may we all be
blessed.”

The luncheon after was a combination of hand
shaking and hugs from people I barely knew.
And lest I forget, for anyone who was there at
these weekly celebrations there is the memory
of the mothers pouring tea and coffee and dis-
pensing those not to be forgotten party sand-
wiches called sliders.

At night, I opted out of having a party. I recall
back then that there was a party almost every
week and I stood on the sidelines afraid to even
speak to a girl. There was a group of us that were

not involved in the dances with the opposite sex except for the occasional
square dance with Len Fromson calling out the steps like dosey dow and
my corner girl. Instead, my parents had a big party at our home at 392
Oxford St. I spent the night alone for the most part in my basement. The
thing is that I really did not mind that decision to be kind of absent form
the festivities upstairs. 

Lest I forget, as you might also remember, I was then faced with the
daunting task of thank you notes. I did not send them by email as is the case
today. I feel badly abut those people who had to decipher my handwriting.
But, I am unable to send them my regrets now. 

And so it went 62 years ago this week. The passage of time is hard to
believe. I still have one remaining gift from my Bar Mitzvah which I use
each day, if for no other reason than to make me remember. It is a little cal-
endar with my initials GSP on the front, and which requires me to change
the date for the day of the week, also the date of the month. I now have my
grandkids turn the dials when they sleep over. I wonder who gave me that
present, which is the last gift standing all these 62 years. 

No doubt each of you has your own memories of your day in the sun.
Well, I would welcome reading them.

Ed. note: Gerry can be reached at gerryposner@gmail.com

By

GERRY POSNER

This isn’t quite what Gerry looked like
when he was 13, but when we asked him
for a Bar Mitzvah picture, he said the
best he could come up with was a picture
from his Hebrew School confirmation,
when he was 15. Gerry, you haven’t
changed a bit!

Remis Forum season begins May 3rd
Join us for another season of Thursday luncheons with informative and

stimulating speakers. The public is welcome. We meet every Thursday,
May through December.

May 3rd, Deputy Mayor Matt Allard will be opening this year’s sea-
son of the Lanny Remis Speakers Forum. He will be speaking on City
Hall’s recent creation of a so-called ‘Code of Conduct’ and the hiring of
an ‘Integrity Commissioner’ to implement same. Since the word
‘integrity’ is not used much anymore, and its meaning is probably unfa-
miliar to younger generations, one wonders exactly what this innovation
will entail. As he led the initative to create the position, Deputy Mayor
Allard is going to enlighten us.

May 10th, Bryan Borzykowski will be our guest speaker. Brian used
to be a Toronto-based business and financial writer and editor, but he’s
recently moved back to Winnipeg with his family. Brian has written for
the New York Times, CNBC, CNNMoney, Canadian Business, and the
Globe & Mail, among other publications. We’ll be hearing how/what
he’s doing in his new/old locale.

May 17th, expect an entertaining presentation from Rob Sarginson,
high profile citizen of Selkirk, Mb., historian par excellence, and fre-
quent speaker in his role as Chair of the Regional Heritage Group. He
has given his talk the title: “Saints & Sinners: A History of the City of
Selkirk, Manitoba”. No doubt this will be the storied past you didn’t hear
about in the classroom.

May 24th, British author Lisa Cooper will be in town, and will share

with us stories from her recent book: A Forgotten Land: Growing up in
the Jewish Pale, Lisa’s grandmother, Pearl Cooper, grew up in a shtetl
near Kiev called Pavoloch, lived through pogroms, the Russian
Revolution, civil war and the famine that followed. In 1924 she escaped
to Winnipeg, ran a restaurant/canteen next to the Tribune Building, and
ultimately opened another, next to the Free Press Building. It is Pearl’s
stories, translated from their original Yiddish recordings, that comprise
Lisa’s book.

May 31st, Rena Elbaze will be our guest speaker. Rena was born and
raised in Winnipeg, but didn’t stay. Instead, in 1986, she went to France
- the Riviera no less, to study Near Eastern and Jewish Studies. She lived
in France over 20 years, received a PhD, (her thesis being “Israel’s
Image in the French Media”), married, and raised three daughters. Since
the family’s return to Winnipeg in 2007, Rena has built a career around
raising Jewish consciousness in our community and beyond. She is
going to tell us what it was like to live, work, study, and raise a family
in France.

The LANNY REMIS SPEAKERS FORUM began almost 40 years
ago at the Glendale Golf & Country Club, meeting each and every
Thursday from May through October. The venue is now at the Shaarey
Zedak Synagogue, Wellington Crescent at Academy Road. Luncheon is
served at noon, followed by a speaker on a variety of topics. Open to
everyone with eclectic interests. To join the group, email anpc@shaw.ca
or call 204-942-1766

62 years ago I was 13 (Does that tell you how old I am now?)
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Feature story

‘Schindler’s List’ at 25: How Steven Spielberg’s deeply Jewish story spoke to the masses
By MICHAEL BERENBAUM

LOS ANGELES (JTA) — 1993 was a dramatic year
in the memorialization of the Holocaust.

In April, the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum opened its doors; 45 million visitors later it is
a fixture adjacent to the National Mall in Washington,
D.C., not only telling the story of the Holocaust but
demonstrating the  ongoing significance of this Jewish
event – this European event – to the American people,
to Western civilization and to the world.

In November of that year, Steven Spielberg, widely
recognized as the most influential director of this gener-
ation, released his monumental work “Schindler’s List”
to international acclaim. Forsaking many of the tools of
his profession, including the beautifying effect of color,
Spielberg created a masterpiece. Nominated for 12 Academy Awards, it won
seven, including best picture, best director, best adapted screenplay and best
original score. The overture to “Schindler’s List,” written by John Williams,
is routinely played whenever Holocaust events are held. Its haunting tones
evoke not only the motion picture but the event itself.

Expected to lose money, “Schindler’s List” was probably greenlighted by
Universal Studios because Spielberg was Spielberg, a director’s director. He
personally vowed not to make money on the film, saying his task was sacred,
not entrepreneurial. Yet despite its length of over three hours, which made two
screenings an evening difficult, it grossed $321 million in its initial release,
more than 14 times its original cost. Spielberg donated his entire share to char-
ity.

The story of Oscar Schindler was cherished by its survivors but little known
even by experts. For years Leopold Page would tell his story to people who
walked into his Beverly Hills luggage store hoping that one of his prominent
customers would bring it to the screen. Australian writer Thomas Keneally
walked in one day. The result was his 1982 historical novel “Schindler’s Ark.”
For decades two New Jersey developers, Murray Pantirer and Abraham
Zuckerman, named a Schindler Drive or Schindler Road in each of their New
Jersey developments, honoring the man who saved their lives. Only later –
much later – did residents of their developments understand who was being
honored and themselves feel honored by their address.

Schindler, a Sudeten German, was an unlikely Holocaust hero. A philander-
ing Nazi war profiteer, he used Jewish money, Jewish talent and Jewish slave
labor to build his metalworks business and his fortune. His transformation was
gradual. He saw too much evil and then used the same cunning, and daring,
to save his endangered Jews. He moved them from Krakow to
Czechoslovakia along with his factory, and they survived the war. More than
1,200 Jews were rescued due to his interventions.

Spielberg resisted the temptation to valorize Schindler, who was portrayed
brilliantly by Liam Neeson, warts and all. Spielberg couldn’t quite end the
film, perhaps because he didn’t want to, so he gave filmgoers four endings:
Schindler’s final speech wishing he had done more; the Jewish workers walk-
ing away into an uncertain future; a segment in color featuring real-life sur-
vivors visiting Schindler’s grave; and a closing title card reading simply,
“There are fewer than 4,000 Jews left alive in Poland today. There are more
than 6,000 descendants of the Schindler Jews.”

The film is widely recognized as one of the finest ever made and gained
such a moral stature that it was aired by NBC without commercial interrup-
tions. Ford’s sponsorship of the broadcast was perhaps an act of atonement or
posthumous justice: Company founder Henry Ford, publisher of the anti-
Semitic Dearborn Independent and the American disseminator of the
“Protocols of the Elders of Zion,” was honored personally by Hitler.

“Schindler’s List” had a monumental unintended consequence. Survivors
kept coming up to Spielberg and saying “have I got a story to tell you,” and
the filmmaker listened with ever-growing fascination. As a man who could
move millions with his work and was at the forefront of technological inno-
vation, Spielberg vowed to record the testimonies of 50,000 survivors and pre-
serve them for posterity. Naturally he chose video.

The result was what was then called the Survivors of the Shoah Visual
History Foundation, which took the testimony of 52,000 Holocaust survivors
in 57 countries and 32 languages, compiling the largest collection of oral his-
tory of any historical event.

At first Spielberg envisioned disseminating the collection in its entirety to
five major research centers. In the years since, the collection has not only been
disseminated in its entirety, but community after community has made use of
the testimonies of local survivors to create films and educational material.

Examples abound: In my own work with the , the testimonies of Chicago-
area survivors were turned into a dozen films. Macedonia has used
Macedonian testimonies, Mexico City Mexican testimonies. It is the gift that
keeps on giving as scholars have made use of it for their research. Even great
document scholars, such as Christopher Browning, learned the historical
importance of oral history. Related films have been made on death marches
and Sonderkommandos, the prisoners who worked in the vicinity of the death
camps, areas where documents are few and memories deep.

Now housed at the University of Southern California, the renamed  is pio-
neering a video dialogue with survivors using voice recognition software. It

allows a genuine conversation with , drawing on their
actual testimonies. It is taking testimony from other geno-
cides, Cambodia and Rwanda and Bosnia, as sadly the list
grows. And institutions throughout the world are creating
educational programs from this work.

Spielberg himself has become a major moral voice of our
generation, a voice that only grew with time and with new
works such as “Saving Private Ryan,” “Lincoln” and most
recently “The Post,” to name a few — films that grapple
with racism and slavery, war and memory, freedom of the
press and the courage to take a stand.

Spielberg himself grew more comfortable and more pro-
found in his Jewish identity and his ability to embrace that
identity without being narrowly parochial or limiting the
audiences for his films. His name is synonymous with

excellence — film excellence and moral excellence. And his stature poses a
challenge to filmmakers of all generations to engage their own tradition and
speak through that experience to the world.

Like the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, “Schindler’s List” demonstrat-
ed that a Jewish story could remain deeply Jewish and yet speak to the main-
stream not only of American society, but the contemporary culture as well.

In Krakow last week, I stood in line with hundreds of visitors at Schindler’s
factory, where a museum has been created. It attracts visitors from throughout
the world, all of whom were drawn to the place because of the story Spielberg
told as only he could: of a scoundrel who over time became noble. For after
all, “he who saves a life, saves the world entire.”

(Michael Berenbaum, professor of Jewish studies and director of the Sigi
Ziering Institute: Exploring the Ethical and Religious Implications of the
Holocaust, was president of the Survivors of the Shoah Visual History
Foundation from 1997 to 2000.)

Liam Neeson as Oscar Schindler
in “Schindler’s List”
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By BERNIE BELLAN

Normally, this wouldn’t be
the kind of story we’d be
writing about in The Jewish

Post & News (although Myron
Love occasionally writes about
something that would be consid-
ered a business story).

But, when an email came into our
inbox on April 9, I was intrigued by
its content. The email came from
Calnitsky Associate Architects.
Since I know Ed Calnitsky, I decid-
ed to read the email (which is
something more often than not I
don’t do if I think an email is not
relevant to our newspaper).

In it, the email described a
groundbreaking that was to take
place the next day, April 10, in
Transcona, for a new Best Western
Hotel. So, what’s so special about
that, you might ask yourself?

Well, as I read on, I was fascinat-
ed to read how many of the key
individuals who would be associat-
ed with the groundbreaking were
Jewish, starting with the project
developer – and future owner of the hotel, Sherwood Sharfe. The architect
is the aforesaid Ed Calnitsky, and the project manager for the company
doing the construction, Bird Construction, is Steven SaperSilver. 

Not only do I know Ed and Steven, when I attended the groundbreaking

ceremony, I also saw Jeffrey Block,
who owns an engineering consult-
ing company. I asked Jeffrey what
role he’s playing in the construc-
tion of the hotel, and he told me
that his company is undertaking
“geotechnical engineering and
materials testing services.”

Oh – and I couldn’t help but
notice that the hotel is going to be
built on land adjacent to Vickar
Mitsubishi and Vickar Community
Chevrolet. Knowing that Sherwood
Sharfe is also the son-in-law of the
late Ed Vickar, it wasn’t too hard
for me to figure out that there was
an added Vickar element to this
project. So, when I also saw Larry
Vickar at the ceremony – and asked
him whether it was Vickar-owned
land on which the hotel was being
built, I wasn’t surprised to hear
Larry say “yes”.

It’s neither here nor there that
there are so many Jewish names
associated with this project; it’s
more a coincidence than anything, I
suppose. But it is a testament to the

confidence that members of the business community are showing in
Winnipeg these days – including someone like Sherwood Sharfe, who has
been involved in many construction projects over the years.

Not only is Sherwood (whose wife Elaine is a talented children’s books
author in her own right) showing great confidence in Winnipeg, I also met
his older brother, Lorne (who looks much younger than the bearded
Sherwood, by the way), at the groundbreaking, along with Lorne’s son,
Adam. Lorne told me that he and Adam have been involved in some major
recent land-acquisition projects in Winnipeg, including an 80-unit project
in Headingley known as Deer Pointe, along with a 20-unit project in
Charleswood. 

Adam told me that he’s also started his own house construction compa-
ny. I invited him to come to one of our Jewish Business Network meetings
at the Rady JCC. Many of the individuals who have been attending, I told
him, are also involved in some aspect of construction in Winnipeg.

As for the hotel itself, the Best Western Hotel that is to be built will be
the first “Premier” Best Western Hotel in Manitoba. It will be six stories
and have 141 guest rooms, including a “Prime Minister’s Suite”. 

According to the press release accompanying the email from Calnitsky
Associates, “The Best Western Premier Hotel will feature a beautifully
appointed lobby, lounge and breakfast area as a well as a main floor busi-
ness centre, meeting rooms, and media room. Amenities will also include a
state-of-the-art fitness centre, pool, hot tub, and water slide.”

In his remarks at the groundbreaking, Sherwood Sharfe paid homage to
his Winnipeg roots, explaining that his family moved to Winnipeg from
Saskatoon when he was 13. Sharfe proceeded to obtain his university edu-
cation here, culminating in his receiving his law degree from the University
of Manitoba, before moving back to Saskatoon where he has pursued a
very successful business career.

“In all my travels,” Sharfe noted, “I’ve always said I was from
Winnipeg.”

He told a funny anecdote about how former Winnipeggers always recog-
nize one another. One time, Sharfe explained, he was in an airport when he
was talking with someone who asked him where he was from.

“I told him that I was from the north end,” Sharfe said. “He said, ‘Oh,
you’re from Winnipeg, too!’ “

“My roots and my life are still in Winnipeg,” Sharfe said proudly.
Mayor Brian Bowman was also at the groundbreaking (not wearing any-

thing more than his suit on a chilly April day. I thought to myself, “If a real
Jewish mother were here, she would be admonishing him for not wearing
a coat.”)

Bowman singled out the Sharfe family for its members’ ongoing contri-
butions to Winnipeg, acknowledging that “the Sharfes are a family of
builders: Sherwood, Lorne, Adam, and Cheryl (Lorne’s wife).”

The Premier Best Western Hotel is slated to open 15 months from now,
Sherwood Sharfe stated. All that it needs to make it complete is a Shabbes
elevator and a mikvah.

At the groundbreaking for the new Premier Best Western Hotel on
Regent Ave. in Transcona (l-r): STEVEN SAPERSILVER, project
manager for Bird Construction; ED CALNITSKY, project architect
with Calnitsky Associate Architects; SHERWOOD SHARFE, project
developer and future hotel owner; and JEFFREY BLOCK of M. Block
& Associates Ltd., providing geotechnical engineering and materials
testing services.

Former Winnipegger Sherwood Sharfe to build large hotel in Transcona



“ITZHAK” 
(USA /ISRAEL, 2017) 

Reviewed by Martin Zeilig
A scene in this engaging and meaningful

film shows Itzhak Perlman, the Israeli-
American violinist, conductor, and music
educator, accepting the Presidential Medal of
Freedom from former U.S. President Barack
Obama in a ceremony at the White House.

After his short speech from the lectern, the
president hugs the seated Perlman, who returns the embrace, as members
of the audience, including singer/actor Barbara Streisand and movie direc-
tor/producer Steven Spielberg, applaud and smile affectionately.

That sense of informality, good humour and generosity of spirit is found
throughout “ITZHAK”. In fact, it’s a defining characteristic of the epony-
mous celebrity musician.     

Perlman, who contracted polio at age four and now uses crutches or an
electric scooter for mobility, has performed worldwide. He is regarded as
one of the greatest violin virtuosos ever. 

The film reveals a charming man with wide musical and other interests:
A baseball fan, we see Perlman and his wife at a New York Mets game
where he plays the national anthem with a classical flourish at the end;
helping Toby cook a Shabbat dinner for friends and family; conducting a
rehearsal of the Julliard School of Music orchestra; or performing with pop
musician Billy Joel at Madison Square Garden

“How do you explain to someone how one violin has a beautiful tone and
the other one doesn’t?” Perlman asks rhetorically during a conversation with
a violin repair specialist at one point. “You need to be able to hear it. The per-
son who has the concept in his mind: ‘I want it to sound a certain way.’ 

Music gives us permission to dream, Toby Perlman, herself a classically
trained violinist, observes during a conversation in Jerusalem that she and
Itzhak are having while on a visit to Israel. They are speaking about teach-
ing, in particular.

“Absolutely, I always say to my students never ever miss an opportuni-
ty to teach because when you teach others, you teach yourself,”  responds
Itzhak. “My playing has taken on a different kind of meaning because I’m
basically teaching myself at all times.”

“ITZHAK” plays May 22 at 7:00 pm
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Jewish Film Festival 
As is our custom, we wil be offering reviews of some of the films to be

shown at this year’s Jewish Film Festival. There will be more reviews in
the May 9 and 23 issues. For more on the festival see pages 22 & 23.

“The Cakemaker” 
(Israel/Germany, 2017)
Reviewed by 
BERNIE BELLAN

Each year, when it comes to deciding
which films I’d like to see at the
Jewish Film Festival, I look for the
Israeli films first.

They have been so consistently good
for so many years now - and so origi-
nal in terms of their storytelling  that I
am continually amazed at the quality of Israeli cinema.

“The Cakemaker” is no exception. It is a love story - on several counts,
also a mystery. As well, it provides some insight into the often perplexing
rules that govern what can be considered kosher and what not.

The story begins with two men - an Israeli businessman by the name of
Oren, and  a  German baker by the name of Tomas, falling in love in Berlin.
Yet, Oren has a family back in Israel and he remains committed to that
family.

Tragedy strikes, Oren is killed in an accident, and  Tomas finds himself
going to Israel, where he insinuates himself into the life of Oren’s unsus-
pecting widow, Anat, who has just opened a kosher café in Jerusalem.
Tomas ends up working in the café, although the fact that he is non-Jewish
presents some major difficulties for Anat, as anything Tomas would bake
in an oven wouldn’t be considered kosher.

Tomas is exceedingly quiet, but very disciplined. He gives no hint to
Anat that he knew her husband back in Berlin - never mind that they were
lovers. Given his extraordinary talents as a baker, plus the fact he is quite
handsome, it is just a matter of time before Anat falls for Tomas.

That’s all that I’ll say here about this movie, since to reveal anything
more would spoil it for potential viewers. 

One more thing - if you were lucky enough to see “In Search of Israeli
Cuisine” a couple of years back and were drooling over the scenes of fab-
ulous Israeli dishes, wait until you see the baking in this movie! In this
case, it’s seductive for both men and women.

“The Cakemaker” plays May 29 at 1:00 pm & June 3 at 4:00 pm



16 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, April 25, 2018

As a teenager, Gerri Stemler
worked in wardrobe at
Rainbow Stage and

dreamed of a costuming career.
She ultimately parlayed her pas-
sion for design into a successful
career in architecture. 

Now mostly retired from the
drafting table, Stemler has been re-
living her backstage roots as a
wardrobe volunteer with the Sarah
Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble since
2005. 

“Our job is to manage the cos-
tumes and do whatever we need to
do to get them ready for the next
show,” says Stemler, one of three
active wardrobe volunteers. “We
have to re-size them for new
dancers, add trims and other fea-
tures, wash them, and store them.”

Stemler is one of 60 or so volun-

teers who keep the Chai engine run-
ning year-round. Aside from main-
taining the costumes, Stemler and
her colleagues help the performers
with their costume changes during
a show and are often involved in
costume decisions.

“I’m really happy with my role,”
says Stemler, who was first intro-
duced to Chai by her daughter
Sheena, a former dancer and Co-
Dance Director with the group. “I
have some input into the design of
the show working with the Artistic
Director and choreographers.”

While Stemler and her colleagues
are backstage perfecting the look,
Jordan Nepon is at the front of the
stage capturing it for all to see.
Nepon, a professional photograph-
er, has been volunteering his ser-
vices with Chai for a decade. His
photos are used to promote Chai
and its shows.

“I volunteer because I enjoy the
challenge of shooting their shows
and I really like the people,” says
Nepon. “Chai is a very positive
environment.”

“People talk about Chai being
like a family, and it’s true,” adds
Stemler.

Next up for Stemler and Nepon is
Chai’s “Woven Threads” concert
on June 7 at the Club Regent Event
Centre. “Woven Threads” will be a
rich, multicultural extravaganza
celebrating diversity and friendship
through music and dance. Chai is
sharing the stage with the Rusalka
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble–repre-
senting Winnipeg’s Ukrainian
community–and there will be guest
performances from the Aboriginal
School of Dance, representing
Winnipeg’s Indigenous communi-
ty; La Troupe Jeunesse de l’ensem-
ble folklorique de la Rivière-
Rouge, representing the Franco-
Manitoban community; and
Magdaragat Philippines, represent-
ing Winnipeg’s Filipino communi-
ty.

At “Woven Threads” Chai will
honour long-time supporters, Tova
and Larry Vickar. Honorary Co-
Chairs for the event are David
Chartrand, President of the
Manitoba Métis Federation; Bob
Freedman, former CEO of the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg;
Dr. Rey Pagtakhan, a former feder-
al cabinet minister; and Blair
Yakimoski, MLA. David Greaves
and Howard Morry are serving as
Campaign Co-Chairs.

“Chai is driven by volunteers.
Our performers, our Board, our
fundraisers, our backstage crew –
people like Gerri and Jordan.
Together they contribute thousands
of hours to Chai every year,” says
Vocal and Artistic Director David
Vamos. “It’s a labour of love. Our
volunteers care deeply about Chai
and work hard. And that is why we
are successful.”

Sponsorship opportunities,
advertising opportunities, and con-
cert tickets are available through
the Chai office. Please contact
Reeva Nepon for more information
– (204) 477-7497.

Behind the Scenes
Volunteers help bring Chai to life

Jordan Nepon: ““I volunteer
because I enjoy the challenge of
shooting their shows…” Photo credit:

Keith Levit

Gerri Stemler: “People talk
about Chai being like a family,
and it’s true.”

Ad sponsored by 
Ahava Halpern & Frank Lavitt
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Community news

Miss Yom Ha’atzmaut Adelle
Bloom, Grade 9 student, Garden
City Collegiate

Soulfarm - (l-r): guitarist C. Lanzbom and
Noah Solomon Chase; singer Sari Greenberg

Brock Corydon Grade 3 choir
Keith Levit photo.

Chai dancers

Fireworks

Gray Academy Children's choir
Keith Levit photo.

Mother & daughter 
Ruthie Soudack Maman and Shirit Pais

Shaarey Zedek Dor Chadash Youth Choir
Keith Levit photo.

Yona Youth Choir
Keith Levit photo.

Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrations at the Rady JCC

Over 1,000 people
walked through the
doors of the Asper
Campus on Thursday,
April 19 to help cele-
brate Israel’s 70th
birthday.

Attendees partook
of the low-priced
Israeli foods that were
available at
Shmoozers and
stopped by the several
booths that were set
up by various hawk-
ers.

Inside the Rady JCC
gym hundreds of kids
enjoyed games, along
with getting tattoos
and face paints.

Then, at 7:15 well-
known event organiz-
er Barry Kay took to
the stage (as he has
done on nine previous
occasions) to intro-
duce a diverse range
of entertainers,
including the Chai
Folk Ensemble, four
different children’s
choirs, and profes-
sional singers
“Soulfarm” and Sari
Greenberg.

The evening ended
with a fireworks dis-
play.

Hats off to the Rady
JCC for such a well-
run program!
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Camp Fest 2018
Sunday, April 29

Rady JCC Summer Day Camps, 
BB Camp & Camp Massad

Everyone is welcome to join us for the first-ever Camp
Fest at the Rady JCC. 

This Free event will take place on Sunday, April 29
from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. Families will have the opportu-
nity to check out the different summer camp options that are
available for their children and teens.

This fun day will include activities such as the inflatable
bouncers, active games, art & crafts, music, robotics, sports,
plus ice cream for everybody. 

Staff representatives from Rady JCC Summer Day Camps,
BB Camp and Camp Massad will be on hand to discuss with
you camp sessions, programming, staffing, subsidies and
anything else you would like to know. Manitoba Camping
Association representatives will also be in attendance
regarding what kind of subventions are available through the
Sunshine Fund for summer camp participation.

Make sure to mark down Sunday, April 29 from 11:00 am
– 1:00 pm as we kick off camp season. Everyone is wel-
come.  For more information call the Rady JCC at (204) 477-
7510

Holocaust commemoration 
ceremonies at the Legislature

Thursday, April 19
(all photos courtesy of Keith Levit)

View inside the Manitoba Legislature - the first time a Holocaust
commemoration ceremony has been held at the rotunda

Shofar blowing by Bill Waissman,
Shaary Zedek Congregation, with
Jeff Lieberman

Remarks were given by (l-r): Laurel Malkin, Jewish Federation
President; Belle Jarniewski, Chair, Freeman Family Holocaust
Education Centre; Manitoba Premier Brian Pallister; Federal Natural
Resources Minister Jim Carr; Manitoba Opposition Leader Wab
Kinew; Winnipeg Mayor Brian Bowman

Earlier that day, B’nai Brith
Midwest Region held its annual
Holocaust commemoration cere-
mony in the basement of the
Legislative Building.

Rabbi Bill Tepper 
Temple Shalom

Rabbi Anibal Mass
Shaarey Zedek Congregation

Linda Freed
President,  Temple Shalom

Local news
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105 years and still counting
By FREDA GLOW

Over apple juice
and chocolate
Oreos we rem-

inisced. Sophie
Shinewald, 105, has
lived alone in her
cozy apartment on
Matheson Avenue for
20 years, but now
she’s planning a
move. Her failing
eyesight and hearing
loss have become
troublesome and
assisted living seems
to make more sense.

I reminded her of
the 50s flood and her
problems with her for-
mer home, at 40
Lansdowne, east of
Main. She reminded
me of the 1919
General Strike, when
the streetcars stopped
running for 48 days.
She was forced to trek
back and forth by foot
from her home at 293
Selkirk Avenue to St. John’s High School on Church and Salter..

The feisty senior, whose mind and sense of humour are still intact, says
the street car tracks ended at Inkster Blvd. and Main Street. There were
many dairy farms operating north of the city. She spent her summers at her
aunt and uncle’s place near Stonewall, milking cows and making sand-
wiches for the hired help.

Shinewald remembers the Spanish Flu pandemic which gripped the
world from 1918-1920. Her mother volunteered to help the sick, but amaz-
ingly didn’t get ill herself. It was a terrible time when millions died.

When cousin Molly Rosenblat was born at the General Hospital on
William and Isabel, she recalls that her mother Rytze Aaron collected her
sister Esther Glow from the General Hospital and they both walked home
to Selkirk Avenue carrying the baby. There were lots of good times spent
with family. Molly was still in her teen years, when she came from the farm
for a weekend visit and stayed 13 years.

The mobile centenarian was born in Canada, attended King Edward, St.
Johns, and Normal School, where the tuition was $50.00. When she grad-
uated there were no teaching jobs, although she sent out many applications.

When she married her husband Hi in 1934, she worked for Alcone Fur
Shop, where she finished coats, answered the phone and did the books - all
for $7.00 a week. Ambitious, she went back to school to upgrade her
degree. Hired by Seven Oaks School Division as a substitute teacher, she
was asked to become permanent, but declined. Hi wasn’t well and she
wanted to be able to care for him. He died shortly after their 50th wedding
anniversary.

A bright spot in her life was her trip to New York with her son to see
“Carmen”. She’s been a loyal opera fan ever since. As well, she enjoyed
Continuing Education classes at the University of Winnipeg, attending
until her late eighties.

Travel has always been high on her to-do list. With travelling companion
Anne Mellon she visited Israel, Spain, Canada’s west coast and the
Maritimes. One winter they visited Majorca, a favourite resort area in the
Carribean. 

Shinewald enjoyed walking, but now she takes Handi Transit to her
favourite senior centre on Smithfield and Main. For many years she was a
volunteer, answering the phone and greeting members. The Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre at Syd Glow Place is now celebrating its 30th year
of service to the senior community.

One of the proudest moments of her life was being acknowledged by
Queen, Elizabeth II for her many years of volunteering. Another highlight
was her 105th birthday party held at the Prairie’s Edge restaurant in
Kildonan Park. Relatives from far and wide attended.

Shinewald has a son, Eddy, daughter Jackie Shaw, plus six grandchildren
and 13 great grand-children. Deceased are sister Bessy Tennenhouse, “who
was the salt of the Earth” and a brother, Ishy Aaron.

“When you add it all up”, says Shinewald, “life wasn’t too bad”. She
slyly adds, “and I didn’t have too many inlaws to deal with”. Her advice
for living long and good: “Mind your own business and do your own
thing”.

SOPHIE SHINEWALD 
and FREDA GLOW
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Joanne Seiff

My nephew L’s public elementary school
principal just died unexpectedly. She
wasn’t old, and it was very sudden. The

school closed for an afternoon so everyone could
go to a memorial service. He’s upset…as any
nine-year-old kid would be. His family lives near
my parents, in Virginia, so when my brother
called for grandparent backup, they went right
over. They needed to start helping my nephew

start learning and talking about death.
This is so hard, but in some ways, we are lucky. Judaism has rituals,

information, and thousands of years of coping with this topic. We can joke
about it, sure, but nobody comes out of this thing called life alive. Better to
have some things in place ahead of time, so you’re ready for it.

There are those who try to protect kids from sad or upsetting events, and
keep them home and shelter them from funerals. This is a disservice to
kids, who need to learn how these things work.
I experienced several deaths and attended funer-
als as a little kid, as close family and friends
died. Watching my family members mourn and
going through Shiva and attending services with
them to say Kaddish helped me get a grip on the
losses of people I loved, even though I wasn’t
old enough to do much of this myself.

By comparison, my husband didn’t lose close
family members until he was a young adult in his twenties. He didn’t have
a deep understanding of traditional Jewish practices, about what would hap-
pen and how. In a short span of time, he lost all his grandparents and his
mother. Going through the rituals, attending services to say Kaddish and to
mourn his mother was very hard. It was a very long year and we were in
grad school, far away from family. However, we used those rituals as a
crutch, and it helped us get through it together.

Although my mom is retired, she worked as a Jewish educator and
administrator for many years. She still helps manage arrangements for the
sale of Jewish burial plots for her Virginia congregation. My mom often
helps people as they deal with a sudden death, a long illness, or another dif-
ficult situation. She was recently invited to talk to the grade 6 religious
school class as they studied Jewish mourning and death.

It turned out that L’s older brother, age 12, was in that class. Although he
recognized many of the pictures in my mom’s presentation, he said he
learned some new things, too. He recognized the 140-year-old cemetery in
Alexandria, where he visits and helps out sometimes. My mom covered
basic traditions, but she also talked about how we can comfort friends who
lose grandparents–the real details that help us cope with loss. Most
poignant for me though, was the new story my mother told me that she’d
mentioned in the class. It was a way to help kids learn to support friends
with their losses.

When my mom was 12, there was a phone call in the middle of the night.
She heard her dad crying, which she’d never heard before. His father, her
grandfather “Poppa,” had died. Her friends at school came up to her. They
were sorry to hear about his death. Her Poppa used to carry around big
packets of Juicy Fruit gum in his pockets. He’d hand out sticks of gum to
all the kids at the end of High Holiday services. Those friends helped her
remember her grandfather in a loving, wonderful way.

In Leviticus, which we read each week at synagogue at this time of year,
there are long lists of “shoulds” and “should nots” and instructions for how
we should do things. Some of these rules seem rigid. Many aren’t really
applicable in a world without ritual sacrifices in the Temple in Jerusalem.
However, we have both rabbinic teachings and this Tanakh sacrifice expe-
rience. We’re offered tools for how to mourn and how to manage through
hard times. That history can propel us forward.

My family and community ‘practiced’ with kids so they were ready. True,
it may be bending someone’s rules to recite Kaddish in the backyard over

a beloved pet who has died. It may not be exactly
correct to light a yahrzeit candle and recite Kaddish
over a beloved (non-Jewish) elementary school prin-
cipal who has died, but this “practicing” doesn’t mat-
ter to most. The Jewish rituals and traditions that
exist around death aren’t really about the person who
died. It’s about how the rest of us will move forward.

Death is a part of life. It’s dang hard. However,
hard things don’t go away because we decide not to
talk about them or face them. Instead, brave people

conquer difficult challenges through facing them head on. My nephew L is
one of those brave people. He uses a wheel chair, signs and uses an iPad
communication device to talk–and shows such compassion. He told my
mother, “Now I know how you felt when your mom died.” 

This week, my nephew heard that we are about to adopt a new dog. He
hadn’t realized that one of our dogs died last fall, right before Yom Kippur.
He was reassured that our dog Harry was old, and very sick…and that is
how most of us die. However, it’s through talking about this that we can
move on towards celebrating a new ‘family member’ too. 

Talking about death isn’t easy, but we need to do it –in calm, peaceful
ways–long before something sudden happens to us or our families. Talking
about death in a Jewish context and acknowledging the value of the rituals
that help us cope with it may be one of the deepest ways we can celebrate
life.

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. This book’s available at McNally-Robinson and online at
Amazon in hard copy and digital download. Read more on her blog:
www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

Coping with loss

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Death is a part of life. It’s
dang hard. However, hard

things don’t go away because
we decide not to talk about

them or face them.
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Slightly unbalanced

“Do you believe in miracles?” the
young hero of the movie Lies My
Father Told Me asks his grandfather.

“No,” the old junk dealer says. “But I rely on
them.”

That sums up the life of the recently deceased
Stephen Hawking, whom at least one TV news
anchor referred to as “the miracle man” -which is
ironic because, to update G.K. Chesterton’s

description of fellow novelist Thomas Hardy, Stephen Hawking was “the
global village atheist.” He was, indeed, a “rare and inspirational man”, as
Dr. Barak Kol pointed out in the last issue of the JP&N, but only for his
“courage in the face of a cruel and debilitating illness” not his “deep
insights into the mysteries of the physical universe.” 

Rather than being on the cutting edge of theoretical physics, Stephen
Hawking was a fossil - a Newtonian materialist who operated on the
premise that anything that isn’t physically quantifiable does not exist.
Consciousness, in Hawking’s mechanistic view of the universe, is simply a
product of that computer in our skull, rather than the other way around,
which is the current “cutting edge” opinion. 

By one of those uncanny coincidences that C.J. Jung referred to as “syn-
chronicity” Hawking died on Einstein’s birthday, which caused the secular
progressive media to temporarily abandon their scientific skepticism and
suggest there might be some significance in this random event. Comparing
Stephen Hawking to Albert Einstein is like comparing Lawrence Welk to
Duke Ellington. Unlike his ground-breaking predecessor, Stephen
Hawking was a traditional Darwinian who did believe “God plays dice
with the Universe”. 

Well, not Our Heavenly Father, but Mother Nature, that down-to-earth
slut who is prepared to procreate with any mutant who wanders down the
garden path. 

Unlike the media, Stephen Hawking did not have an inflated sense of his
own importance. He was just “a highly intelligent monkey” who had
evolved from a one-celled organism, over a vast period of time, through a
series of miniscule “mutations.” What caused these mutations? Nothing,
they just happened. 

That was Charlie Darwin’s story and his 21st Century disciple was stick-
ing to it. Darwin revealed “the origin of the species” and Stephen Hawking
explained the origin of everything. According to his pop science classic,
The Universe in a Nutshell (aka Cosmology For Dummies), an incredibly
dense particle of matter, floating in the void, several billion years ago, sud-
denly exploded into a zillion stars, planets, comets, asteroids...the whole
enchilada! 

What caused this monumental event? Nothing; it just happened. 
“The Big Bang Theory”, like “The Theory of Natural Selection”, has

become gospel to “consensus” (non)thinkers. Which, unfortunately,
includes some highly educated academics with I.Q.s in the “genius” range.
Apparently it did not occur to Stephen Hawking to question (let alone chal-
lenge) the unprovable conclusions of his predecessors. He merely laid a
few more speculative bricks on their shaky foundation. What existed before
The Big Bang? Nothing. (aka “a black hole”). 

Well, actually it wasn’t really black. According to Stephen Hawking,
black holes aren’t black; they’re fifty shades of gray. No, folks I did not
make that up. (Except for the 50 shades of gray part.) That, in essence, is
the late Stephen Hawking’s “deep insights into the mysteries” of our exis-
tence. We came from nothing and are going nowhere, at an accelerating
rate (in a hand basket). 

The reason junk science worshippers believe people like Stephen
Hawking are gurus (in spite of the fact that only a handful of academics
have the faintest idea what he’s talking about) is that the secular- progres-
sive-in-the-street equates intelligence with wisdom. Contrary to popular
belief, the brightest light in the intellectual firmament can be as shallow as
a rain puddle. Take Bobby Fischer. 

Please. 
For those too young to remember the “greatest chess player of all time”

he was a self-hating Jew who claimed the Holocaust was a myth.
According to fellow Chess Grandmaster, Jan Hein, Fischer “championed a
brand of anti-Semitism that could only be thought up by a mind complete-
ly cut off from reality.” Bobby Fischer, who devoted his vast intellectual
resources to playing a board game, wasn’t an exception to the rule. Playing
games is what brainiacs do. Chess, duplicate bridge, the New York Times
crossword; solving puzzles is meat and drink to the intellectually over-
endowed. 

That, in essence, is what kept Stephen Hawking around well past his
“shelf life”. For someone to live with ALS for over 40 years is not a med-
ical anomaly; it’s a miracle. Rather than practicing what he preached, this
“highly intelligent monkey” refused to accept Mother Nature’s verdict. He
was determined to solve mankind’s greatest mystery and refused to “give
up the ghost” until he succeeded. If intelligence is truly humanity’s defin-

ing characteristic, the thing that separates us from “lower” animals,
Stephen Hawking and Bobby Fischer should have been birds of a feather.
But they were as different as chalk and cheese. The latter was a petty little
man; the former was a giant. Weak as a kitten, physically, Stephen
Hawking had the heart of a lion. He actually outlived Bobby Fischer by
over a decade.

According to Stephen Hawking’s Darwinian faith, life is meaningless and
purposeless; yet he hung on, by his fingernails, to an existence that made
the “Via Delarosa” (aka “The Stations of the Cross”) seem like a walk in
the park. He was, in the words of Kris Kristofferson, “a walking contradic-
tion”. (Or, rather, a reclining contradiction). Stephen Hawking’s uncanny
survival had nothing to do with medical science; it was a triumph of the
spirit over the flesh. His legacy will not be his esoteric theories on the ori-
gin of the universe, but his exemplary life. Allaveh Shulam, Stephen, you
have more than earned your place in history. 

“Go rest high on that mountain; you’re work on earth is done.” - Vince
Gill 

*In Yiddish - to prattle on loudly and insistently

“Hawking” a chynek*

By BILL MARANTZ

STEPHEN HAWKING

Falsettos finally comes to Winnipeg
When Winnipeg Jewish Theatre Artistic Director Ari Weinberg came to

Winnipeg three years ago, he couldn’t believe the WJT had never pro-
duced Falsettos.

“When I interviewed to be WJT’s Artistic Director, I couldn’t believe
that this musical, which is oh so very Jewish in nature, hadn’t been pro-
duced here and I told the board it would be one of the shows to happen
during my tenure,” says Weinberg. “This show - that is so much about
love - has truly been a passion project is the final production in WJT’s
30th anniversary season.”

WJT and Dry Cold Productions (DCP) will co-present Falsettos from
May 5 to 13 at the Berney Theatre, with preview performances on May
2 and 3. Falsettos won two Tony Awards in 1992 and was recently
revived on Broadway in 2016 and nominated for five more Tonys. This
award-winning musical chronicles two years in the life of Marvin, his ex-
wife Trina, lover Whizzer, about-to-be-Bar-Mitzvahed son Jason, their
psychiatrist Mendel, and the lesbians next door. Set in New York City
between 1979 and 1981, Marvin is forced to reckon with his own views
on love, responsibility, and what it means to be a man. Part intimate fam-
ily drama, part neurotic urban comedy, and part keenly observed medita-
tion on the shifting definition of family, Falsettos is a beautiful reminder
that love can tell a million stories.

“It feels like the world is having a queer moment right now,” says
Weinberg. ”Will and Grace and Queer Eye are back on TV, RuPaul’s
Drag Race has infiltrated pop culture, so it feels right to have Falsettos
making its Manitoban premiere with WJT and Dry Cold Productions.”

“I personally grew up as a baby of the Reagan/Thatcher/Mulroney era
and these stories were the ones that I saw dear friends and family living
every day,” says Donna Fletcher, Co-producer and Artistic Director of
Dry Cold Productions. “I came of age in a time of fear and intolerance
towards the LGBTQ community and all I could see were people living
their truth and loving who they wanted to love.”

Falsettos stars Fletcher and Weinberg, along with Ryan Kelly, Keenan
Lehmann, Laura Olafson, Paula Potosky and Justin Stadnyk and is direct-
ed by Mariam Bernstein. WJT’s season sponsor is The Asper Foundation
and WJT Falsettos Production Sponsor is TD. DCP’s Presenting Sponsor
is the Gail Asper Family Foundation. 

Single tickets starting at $20 for Falsettos can be purchased in person
at the WJT office in the Asper Jewish Community Campus (C148-123
Doncaster Street), by phone at (204) 477-7478 or www.wjt.ca 



22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, April 25, 2018



Wednesday, April 25, 2018, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   23

Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival 
Announces 2018 Schedule 

The 2018 edition of the Winnipeg International
Jewish Film Festival will run from May 22 to June
10 at the Berney Theatre. This Festival is an
important part of Winnipeg’s cultural landscape,
offering a diverse range of films that celebrate
Jewish and Israeli life, culture, history, and cine-
ma. More than 30 screenings will include a Film
Crawl, Juried Awards, Talk Balks, Visiting
Directors, Opening and Closing Night Receptions
and the Morley Blankstein Architecture Film
Series.  This acclaimed annual Festival is present-
ed by the Rady JCC and the The Asper
Foundation. 

Tickets go on sale on Tuesday, May 1 at (204)
477-7510/www.radyjcc.com.

An Act of Defiance
Friday, June 8, 5:00 pm
Talk Back moderated by author Meira Cook. 
In this riveting historical drama, 10 political activists
(including Nelson Mandela and his inner circle of
Black and Jewish supporters) face a possible death
sentence for conspiracy to commit sabotage.
(South Africa/Netherlands 2017) 

Big Sonia
Sunday, May 27, 2:00 pm
Monday, June 4, 1:00 pm
In a defunct shopping mall, 91-year-old Sonia
Warshawski – great-grandmother, businesswoman
and Holocaust survivor runs the tailor shop. A
poignant story of generational trauma and healing,
and a laugh-out-loud-funny portrait of the power of
love to triumph over bigotry. (USA, 2017)

Bombshell: The Hedy Lamarr Story
Friday, May 25, 5:00 pm
Hedy Lamar’s inventions were the forerunner of
Blue Tooth and Wi-Fi.  This fascinating documentary
includes interviews about how Lamarr struggled to
overcome a one dimensional reputation and make
people get past her face. (USA, 2017) 

Bye Bye Germany Es war einmal in Deutschland
Thursday, June, 7:30 pm
With a jaunty klezmer-style score and Yiddish-
inflected dialogue, this fresh historical perspective is
an utterly engaging salute to European Jewish who
chose to tough out painful memories to reclaim their
lives. (Germany/Luxembourg/Belgium, 2017)

The Cakemaker HaOfe MeBerlin
Tuesday, May 29, 1:00 pm
Sunday, June 3, 4:00 pm
Unwittingly united in grief by a closeted affair, a gay
German baker and weary Israeli widow seek mutual
catharsis, in The Cakemaker, a compassionate medi-
tation on the human urge for connection.
(Israel/Germany, 2017)

Centerpiece Film & Reception
Heading Home: The Tale of Team Israel
Wednesday, May 30, 7:00 p.m.
Josh Zeid, former American Professional Baseball
Player & Pitcher for Team Israel in attendance.
Moderated by Matthew Leibl, former broadcaster for
TSN 1290 Radio.
Israel’s baseball team was the underdog of underdogs
when they made it to the finals of the 2017 World
Baseball Championships in Korea. No one expected
Team Israel to make it as far as they did. Heading
Home follows the players on their first trip to Israel,
and hopefully Israel’s first baseball championship.
USA, 2017)

The Invisibles Die Unischtbaren
Friday, June 1, 5:00 p.m.
June 1943, and The Third Reich infamously declares
Berlin judenfrei—free of Jews. But at that moment,
there are 7,000 Jews still living there—hiding in
attics, basements and warehouses, This innovative,
“hybrid” film interweaves dramatic re-enactments
with actual testimony to bring edge-of-the-seat sus-
pense to the screen. (Germany, 2017)

Opening Night Film & Reception
Itzhak
Tuesday, May 22, 7:00 p.m.
Talk Back moderated by James Manishen, Artistic
Operations Associate, Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra.
This intimate and enchanting documentary of violin
virtuoso Itzhak Perlman takes us from the first years
of  the boy born to non- musical Polish Immigrants in
pre-Israel Tel Aviv, to Julliard in New York and then
to the great stages of concert music.  (USA, 2017)

Keep The Change
Thursday, June 7, 1:00 pm
Sunday, June 10, 2:00 pm
A romantic-comedy set in a world where the idea of
“normal” is a moving needle. Keep the Change tells
the story of David Polansky who is living in modern
day New York, struggling to come to terms with his
high functioning autism when he is forced to attend
an autism support group at the JCC. (USA, 2017)

Laces
Friday, May 25, 1:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 2, 8:00 p.m.
After the death of his mother, Gad a 38-year-old man
living with special needs, has to stay with Reuven,
the crusty, set-in-his ways father he barely knows.
The film’s portrayal of a relationship full of love,
rejection and co-dependency and moving on to an
unknown future is warmly told. (Israel, 2017) 

Longing Ga’agua 
Monday, May 28, 1:00 pm
Saturday, June 9, 8:00 pm
A middle-aged bachelor’s world is suspended when
he learns he has lost a son he didn’t know existed in
the affecting Israeli tragicomedy Longing.

Maktub
Saturday, May 26, 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 30, 1:00 p.m.
Israel’s number one comedy in 2017 tells the hilari-
ous, moving tale of two small-time criminal
enforcers whose beat is to terrorize upscale Israeli
restaurant owners. Grateful to be alive after surviving
a terrorist attack, they decide to redeem themselves
by secretly fulfilling the prayers left by people
between the sacred stones of the Western Wall.
(Israel, 2017)

The Morley Blankstein Architecture 
Film Series presents:
Moshe Safdie: The Power of Architecture 
Monday, May 28, 7:30 p.m.
This fascinating portrait film celebrates the life and
work of Moshe Safdie FAIA by delving into his over-
all and outstanding contribution to the field of archi-
tecture, from Habitat 67 to the Holocaust Museum.
(Canada, 2005)

Museum Ha’m’zeon 
Thursday, May 31, 7:30 pm
Talk Back
Post-film conversation with Robert Engright, promi-
nent cultural critic and founder of Border Crossings
Magazine. Currently Robert is a University Research
Professor in Art Criticism at University of Guelph.
This unprecedented look behind the scenes at the
Israel Museum in Jerusalem isn’t a conventional doc-
umentary about the history of the museum, or its
world class collection of 500,000 objects (including
the Dead Sea Scrolls); it’s a lyrical work in and of
itself, a poetic celebration of storytelling and human-
ity.

Spotlight Film & Reception
Nana
Wednesday, June 6, 7:00 p.m.
Director, Serena Dykman will be in attendance.
Moderated by Holly Harris.
This intensely personal film, made from the third
generation’s point-of-view, investigates how sur-
vivors’ testimonies and the message against intoler-
ance can continue today, in a world where survivors
are disappearing and intolerance, prejudice and anti-
semitism and racism are on the rise. 
(Belgian/Poland, 2017)

A Quiet Heart Lev Shaket Meod
Monday, June 4, 7:30 pm
In present day Jerusalem, Naomi, a secular young
woman seeks refuge from the pressure of her life as
a concert pianist. Despite her intentions to stay alone,
however, Naomi quickly makes two unexpected con-
nections- one with a musically gifted Ultra-Orthodox
young boy and a charismatic Italian monk and organ-
ist. Faced with escalating isolation and violence,
Naomi must learn to use music as a bridge to over-
come towering religious barriers. (Israel, 2016)

Sammy Davis Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me
Sunday, May 27, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, June 8,    1:00 p.m.
A rousing tribute to the iconic song-and-dance man
in all his complexities and contradictions, Sammy
Davis Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me  explores the life and art
of this uniquely gifted entertainer whose trajectory
blazed across shifting political climates and flash
points of American society from the Depression
through the 1980s. (USA, 2017)

Shelter Mistor
Sunday, June 3, 1:00 p.m.
A former Israeli Mossad agent is pulled out of an
early retirement to play “babysitter” to “Mona” a
Lebanese Hezbollah informant who fled Beirut and
has undergone facial reconstruction surgery to be
able to begin a new life. In this game of deception,
beliefs are questioned and loyalties are tested as their
fates take a surprising turn in this suspense-laden,
elegant neo-noir. (Germany/Israel/France, 2017)

Simon &Theodore Simon et Théodore
Wednesday, May 23, 7; 30 pm 
Simon is about to become a father. How can this
man, estranged from his pregnant  Rabbi wife, and
who walks to his own the rhythm of his own beat,
and  who can barely take care of himself live up to
the responsibility of parenthood. He meets Théodore,
an endearing  if bad-tempered, teen being raised by a
single mom and the two rebels set out on a crazy
quest toward accepting themselves. (France ,2017)

Spotlight Film & Reception
The Testament Haedut
Sunday, June 10, 7:00 pm
Director, Amichai Greenberg will be in attendance.
Wednesday, June 6, 1:00 pm
An uncompromising Holocaust researcher covers the
long-buried secret that casts doubt on his family his-
tory. The Testament, Best Film at the Haifa
International Film Festival. (Israel/Austria 2017) 

The Wedding Plan Laavor et hakir
Sunday, June 3, 7:30 pm
Tuesday, June 5, 1:00 pm
The Wedding Plan is a poignant and funny romantic
comedy about love, marriage and faith in life’s infi-
nite possibilities. This romantic comedy tells us that
when it comes to finding love, its equal parts luck,
determination, and faith. (Israel 2016)

First Ever
Shorts on Sherbrook Film Crawl
Tuesday, June 5 | 8:15 pm 
First stop: The Handsome Daughter - 
61 Sherbrook St 
Next stop: The Tallest Poppy - 
685 Westminster Ave 
Screenings of award-winning, thought-provoking,
art-house shorts .Join for views, brews, chats and
laughs. Tickets are $10 include all films include a
drink at each venue and nibbles.
Tickets on sale May 1
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RONALD GOLTSMAN
November 13, 1927 to March 1, 2018

Sadly we announce the
passing of Ronald
Goltsman, cherished
husband of the late Norma
Goltsman. He will be
lovingly remembered by
his children, Marla (Ken),
Sam and Brent. Adored
Zaida of David, Melissa,
Elana (Robert), Shera
(Bryon), Ronit, Cory, and
Jordan. He was pre-
deceased by his brother
Norman and his daughter-

in-law Susan. He will be missed by his sisters-in-law
Shirley and Lorraine and his many nieces and nephews.
Ronald was well known in Winnipeg as the proprietor
of Ronald’s Shoes as well as a member of the Shriners
Khartum Kops.

He will be truly missed, a gentle man of honour and
integrity.

Donations may be made to the Gwen Sector Senior
Centre, the Simkin Centre or the charity of your choice.

MORTON AARON SLUSKY
Our much-loved dad and

zaida died suddenly on
March 23, 2018, three
months shy of his 94th
birthday. Mort was prede-
ceased by his beloved wife
Lee, his brother Irv and his
partner Fay Glass. He
leaves to mourn his chil-
dren Maxa and Cliff
Chisick and Jeffrey and
Cindy Slusky; grandchil-
dren Casey Chisick and
Sophie Milman, Josh and
Laura Chisick, Daniel and

Baillie Chisick, Lee Slusky and Zachary Slusky; and
great-grandchildren Lev, Jacob, Lyla, Talia, Maya and
Asher Chisick.

Mort was born on June 27, 1924, the elder son of Rae
and Max Slusky. He grew up in the North End, gradu-
ated from St. John’s Tech, and worked as a dining car
waiter on passenger trains before enlisting in the Cana-
dian Navy during the Second World War. He trained as
a radio operator and was stationed at several locations
in the Caribbean before the war’s end.

After his discharge, Mort attended the University of
Manitoba Law School and was called to the bar in
1951. His brother Irv followed in 1953 and they prac-
tised law as Slusky & Slusky until Mort retired in 1999.
As a lawyer, Mort was admired for his honesty, integ-
rity, compassion, and dedication to his clients, some of
whom continued to seek out his wise counsel long after
his retirement.

Mort and Lee Rombom were married on December
25, 1949. They settled into the Grove Apartments on
Main Street and began building their life together.
Maxa was born in 1952, and Jeff in 1961, about the time
they moved to their new home on Sweetwood Bay in
then-mostly undeveloped Garden City. Worried about
Maxa’s diminutive 10-year-old, 50-pound frame, Mort
set about plumping her up with nightly Dairy Queen
milkshakes after dinner. (Mission accomplished,
Daddy; thanks.) Mort and Lee shared a traditional,
loving marriage, rooted in their mutual devotion to
their children and, in time, to their three eldest grand-
sons, Casey, Josh, and Daniel. Tragically, Lee passed
away in 1989, at only 62, before grandsons Lee and
Zach arrived to complete their family.

Late in his life, Mort was fortunate to meet Fay Glass,
with whom he shared nearly a decade of happiness
until her untimely death in 2007.

Mort was a devoted, loving zaida whose face lit up
whenever his grandchildren were near. He delighted in
regular family dinners and visits and that enjoyment
grew even stronger when Casey, Josh, and Daniel
married and provided him with three beautiful, tal-
ented granddaughters who loved and respected him.
And just when he thought things couldn’t get any
better, great-grandchildren started to appear about six
years ago, recharging his batteries and putting an
indelible smile on his face. The lives of his six great-
grandchildren have been enriched permanently by time
spent with their Zaida Mort.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

Cursed with a lighting-fast swing and shaky putting
stroke, Mort was nevertheless an enthusiastic golfer
well into his ninth decade, and was rewarded with four
holes-in one for his efforts. He served on Glendale
Country Club’s board for several years. He passed his
passion for golf (along with the shaky putting stroke)
on to Jeff, for whom it remains an obsession.

Mort’s early life was steeped in Judaism and he
remained invested in Jewish customs and traditions
throughout his life. He was a longtime member of Rosh
Pina Synagogue and served on its board of directors for
many years.

Although reluctant at first, Mort grew to enjoy life at
Shaftesbury Park Retirement Residence, where he
rekindled old friendships and formed many new ones.
He was an active and eager participant in social pro-
grams and trivia competitions, where his razor-sharp
recall kept him well-stocked in Kit-Kat bars.

Until the very last day of his life, Mort carried
himself with great dignity, good humour, and a proud
independence that will always be an inspiration to his
family. As a family friend, struck by his gentlemanliness,
memorably put it, he was “a man who wore his tuxedo
on the inside.”

Mort’s family would like to extend heartfelt thanks
to the staff at Shaftesbury Park for treating him with the
kindness and respect he deserved. We are also grateful
to Dr. Terry Szajkowski for his extraordinary kindness,
excellent care and reassuring availability.

A funeral service was held March 25 at Congregation
Etz Chayim, officiated by Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves.
Pallbearers were Mort’s five grandsons and his nephew
Alan Slusky.

He will be loved, missed
and remembered forever.

Donations may be made to Jewish Child and Family
Services, Agape Table or any charity of choice.

LARSEN
2X3

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

BELLA FROST
who passed away

May 2, 1997
25 days in Nisan

MENDEL FROST
who passed away

April 5, 2002
24 days in Nisan

ALVIN EDWARD BREITMAN
Alvin Edward Breitman,

born 1939 in Winnipeg,
died on April 13th in
Calgary. His family was
by his side. He is survived
by his loving wife Karen,
daughters Terri Breitman
(Daniel Rettenbacher),
Deanne Breitman
(Abraham Alexander), and
Janna Breitman (Greg

Breen), grandchildren Eli, Adah, Levi, and Bodie,
sisters Sylvia Bass (Harold) and Shirley Davis (Saul)
and many beloved nieces and nephews who affection-
ately called him Uncle Boomy. He is predeceased by
his sister Belle Grand (Morry) and brother Joseph
Breitman (Miriam).

Alvin grew up in Winnipeg’s vibrant North End
community and attended the venerable St. John’s Tech.
After completing his education at the University of
Manitoba, he practiced law in Winnipeg for many
years. He moved to Calgary with his family in 1983,
where he focused on business and property interests.
Ever passionate about history, politics, current affairs,
and sports, he was always ready for a spirited debate or
a game of Trivial Pursuit.

 Alvin will be remembered by all who knew him as
a kind and generous man who was very dedicated to his
family. Above all, he was a loving and devoted father
and will be greatly missed. Funeral was held at the
Chevra Kadisha in Calgary.

HARVEY C. KORMAN
Harvey C. Korman

passed away peacefully
March 3, 2018, in Palm
Springs, Ca.  He was an
attorney, mentor, and au-
thor. Harvey was born July
29, 1946 in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada, and
graduated from the Uni-
versity of Manitoba. He
leaves behind his partner
Laura Zlot, daughters
Natasha Korman and
Alexis Korman,  son-in-
law Austin Sherman,

grandson Luca Bronx Korman Aboumrad, granddaugh-
ter Lyla Day Sherman, sister and brother-in-law Bev
and Barry Segal, brother George Korman, nieces Shari
and Cori Segal, nephew and niece Shaun Korman and
Nikki Dorans, great-nieces Esther Segal and Ruby
Korman,great-nephew Leo Korman, and many other
family members and friends. Special thanks to RN
Barry Adams.

 Harvey was preceded in death by his parents Jack
and Esther Korman. A private memorial was held in
celebration of his life. In lieu of flowers, the family
welcomes donations to the ALS Association Golden
West Chapter.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL  25

The family of the late

JOYCE GUNN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, May 6, 2018
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MAY  2

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CECIL DAVIS
who passed away

April 24, 2002
12 days in Iyar 5762

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
family and friends

2nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNICE
GILMORE
who passed away

May 21, 2016
13 Days in Iyar 5776

Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your

children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren

and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RACHEL
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
May 16, 1965

14 Days in Iyar, 5725
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

It is with great sorrow we
remember the passing of our

beloved mother and
grandmother

BERTHA
ITSCOVICH

who passed away
May 4, 2009

10 days in Iyar
—Sadly missed by your loving
son, grandson, family &
friends.

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LESLIE ANN
LEVY (COREY)

who passed away
April 26, 2010
13 days in Iyar

— A gentle, kind and beautiful
young woman; sadly missed
by her husband Jeff, son
Matthew, parents Nancy and
Barry, sister and family –
Janis, Yoel, Shoshana and
Miriam Berznoger,  family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In memory of

JOSEPH
RIESENBACH

who passed away
April 25, 2013
15 days in Iyar

On this the fifth anniversary of
your passing, we stand with
broken hearts.
Still reeling with the void you
left in our lives.
We will always cherish your
memory and the love we shared.
— Your wife, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MORRIS
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
May 6, 2001

13 Days in Iyar
A kind and gentle man
Always in our thoughts.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
(ALLEN)
STAJER

who passed away
May 6, 2004

15 Days in Iyar, 5764
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your daughter Terry
and son-in-law Jack.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MOLLY VINSKY
who passed away

May 18, 1978
11 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE
FAIMAN

who passed away
May 14, 1998

18 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JACK
(ISADORE)

LABOVITCH
who passed away
May 21st, 2006

22nd Day in Iyar
— Always remembered &
sadly missed by his brother
Irvin, nieces and nephews.

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACOB
LEINBURD

who passed away
May 21, 1987

22 Days in Iyar
Our hearts still ache with the
pain of your leaving
The tears are silent…
But you will forever be
Remembered by your loving
wife Betty, children Paul, Sorel
and Judy, grandchildren
Lauren, Cole, Jacob, and Noah,
brother Joseph and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK
LICHTMAN

who passed away
May 30th, 2016
22 days in Iyar

— A kind and gentle man.
Always remembered and sadly
missed by your loving family
and friends.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

MAX
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
May 4, 1983

21 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

RIVKA
SHKOLNIK

who passed away
May 15, 1987

16 Days in Iyar

BORUCH
SHKOLNIK

who passed away
May 4, 1983

22 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

— Sadly missed and ever remembered by their loving daughter,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALVIN SLOTIN
who passed away

May 14, 2001
21 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered by his
sons, daughter, daughters-in-
law, grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN POTASH
who passed away

May 22, 2005
13 Days in Iyar

— Sadly missed by his
wife Sara, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETTIE COHEN
who passed away

May 11, 2001
18 Days in Iyar

—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.
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Health news

For too long, words like “peri-
od,” “menstruation,” and
“menopause” have been

uttered in hushed tones or have
been considered taboo topics. Yet,
these are life stages that the major-
ity of people on our planet go
through.

In the case of menopause, the
common understanding is that it
involves hot flashes, irregular peri-
ods, and mood swings – all stem-
ming from hormone fluctuations
that occur to most women who are
in their late 40s-to-mid-50s.

As it happens, there are many
more symptoms a woman going
through menopause may experience. And, like many things in life, the
experience of menopause greatly varies for each individual.

One of many people who learned this from personal experience is Harriet
Berkal (59).

Berkal was born and raised in Winnipeg. Her father was the late Rabbi
Louis Berkal. She is the COO of Sarbit Advisory Services, a company for
which Berkal’s husband, Larry Sarbit, is the Chief Investment Officer.

A passionate women’s health advocate in her spare time, Berkal hit
menopause at the age of 51.

“It interested me, since it happened to me ,- the transition that happened
to my body,” saysBerkal. “And then I became an advocate for other women
navigating through the journey of menopause.”

In general, menopause starts with pre-menopause/peri-menopause, then
morphs into early menopause, followed by full fledged/all out menopause,
and, last but not least, post-menopause. For some, all of the stages of
menopause prove to be a fairly mild, simple transition. But, for others,
menopause is an extremely difficult life experience that makes looking
back on just having a regular period for up to a week per month sound pos-
itively dreamy.

“For me, I had severe endometriosis, which is considered an autoimmune
disease but is related to periods,” says Berkal. “I had my appendix out in
2009, and that’s when I discovered the endometriosis. And that’s when my
whole body sort of fell apart, with menopause.

“I had a thyroid condition, but my DP just dismissed it as menopause. I
did more research, advocated on my own behalf, and went to outside spe-
cialists to have the thyroid condition diagnosed. There are a lot of women
who are in menopause who I think have under-diagnosed thyroid condi-
tions.”

For Berkal, one of the hardest things to deal with was the hot flashes,
finding herself wanting to turn on the car air conditioner when the winter
temperature outside was a frigid -30 or -40. As well, mood swings proved
trying.

“I, myself, was sent to the Women’s Clinic and I did not like their
approach,” says Berkal. “It was the standard run of the mill hormones – of,
you take them or we can’t help you. But, I like an integrated approach and
I feel this is the way medicine is heading.

For many, the changes and challenges involved with undergoing
menopause are difficult. For Berkal and her family, that at least was not an
issue, as she said, “In our family, there’s no subject that’s taboo.

“I think that notifying loved ones that you’re going through a change, a
transient period...and just asking them to cut you a little slack during that
period, is always a good thing. And, asking them to help you through the
adjustment.”

Menopause is very taxing on the body, a fact that is being increasingly
investigated – especially in connection to an increased likelihood of heart
attacks for menopausal women.

Dr. Ross Feldman, Medical Director of the Cardiac Sciences program for
the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority (WRHA), is at the helm of
research in this area, which is being conducted at Saint Boniface Hospital.

Born and raised in Niagara Falls, Feldman acquired most of his medical
education in Ontario. He spent a year training in Australia, followed by a
stint in  Nashville for sub-specialty training,  then a period in Iowa City
where he had his first job in the field, 30 years ago. Seven months ago,
Feldman made his way to Winnipeg.

“I think the problem has been that
the focus of the relationship
between heart disease and women
has been misplaced,” says
Feldman. “The risk of heart disease
is lower in women than
men...before menopause.

“But, what is lost in that is after
menopause, if you look at the risk
profile for getting heart disease in
women [after menopause], it’s
worse than men.

“And no one was focused on the
culprit factors that might be a risk.
They mostly looked at the pre-
menopause side of the curve.

“What people forgot was that
women after menopause were like-
ly to have high blood pressure, high
cholesterol, were more likely to
have multiple risk factors occurring
simultaneously, more likely to have
metabolic syndrome...and,

although their risk of having a heart attack remains lower than men up into
their 60s-early 70s, if you look at the slope of the lines, of the increase of
the risk, increasing risk of heart disease with age in men versus women,
that slope is twice as steep in women than men.”

According to Feldman, because of the lack of research and knowledge,
women with heart disease are more likely than men to remain undiagnosed.
As a result, if a woman has  a heart attack, she is more likely to die within
the first 30 days after hospitalization. And, when you try to repair a
woman’s blood vessels, she is more likely to run into trouble.
Consequently, a woman is  less likely to be treated appropriately even after
having had a heart attack in terms of appropriate ways to avoid having a
second heart attack.

The good news though is that some of these problems can be fixed with
improved awareness and education. “But, some of these issues must be bio-
logical,” says Feldman. “And, that biological difference, up until recently,
has been a complete black box.

Research has found that there is a genetic component to the puzzle – that
women are much more likely to carry a second rate or bad version of a gene
that helps regulate blood pressure, which, for women more than men, more
negatively affect them.

“So, if you’re a man, it didn’t much matter if you had the bad gene or not
in terms of having re-fractured hypertension,” explains Feldman. “But, for
women with the bad gene, you’re twice as likely to show up at my clinic.
Further, women who had the bad version of the gene had much higher cho-
lesterol, in terms of LDL cholesterol – the bad cholesterol.

“I’ve often been asked if women should go find out if they have the bad
gene or not. Typically, my answer is no - everybody, should know what
their blood pressure is, what their LDL cholesterol is. I think the more
important part is in new drug development.

“This concept of sex-specific heart disease therapy is really a novelty. It
may well be the most important innovation coming from the work we’ve
done.

“There is no real sex-specific preventative approach – that is, exercise, as
far as I know, is as effective in blood pressure reduction, weight reduction,
in men as it is in women. In terms of blood pressure, maybe a little more
effective in women than in men, but probably marginal differences.

“I think it’s important for women to know the kinds of things that happen
with post-menopause – that, often, weight gain and more sedentary
lifestyles are bigger risks for them than for men. Men tolerate being couch
potatoes a little better than women do.”

Feldman says the most important thing women can do to avoid having to
come see him down the road is to maintain activity levels, being aware of
the importance of weight control post-menopause.

“Oftentimes, post-menopause, there is a blip in terms of weight,” syas
Feldman. “The slope of the line for weight gain in men is pretty linear. In
women, there’s an increase in slope of weight gain in age after menopause,
which is probably contributing.

“Women’s systems are less tolerant of the kinds of changes that occur
with age than men. We’ve known that there are ethnic differences in risk
tolerance due to genetic differences for years. But, we hadn’t appreciated
that sex differences kind of work the same way. Although, we should have,
because, ultimately, a sex difference is a genetic difference.”

Menopause, so much more to it than we ever knew
Insight from medical expert as well as one with personal experience

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

DR. ROSS FELDMAN,
Medical Director of the Cardiac
Sciences program for the
WRHA, arrived in Winnipeg
seven months ago

HARRIET BERKAL
experienced menopause
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Israel news

By MYRON LOVE

It is with nervous excitement that Pam Bager says that she is looking for-
ward to reconnecting with , most of whom she hasn’t seen in almost 50
years.

On Wednesday, June 27, she and fellow Winnipegger Alan Yusim will be
in Israel for the 50th reunion of the first group of Canadian to attend a pilot
program for Canadian Grade 10 students, courtesy of Hadassah WIZO, at
Hadassim Youth Village, just 4km from Netanya. Bager and Yusim were
among 19 Canadian students in the program – including former
Winnipeggers Jerry and Jim Arenson, Allie Lehman, Maury Miloff and
Rabbi Shawn Zell. The other students were from Halifax, Hamilton,
Montreal and Vancouver. 

Bager notes that Zell, who leads a congregation in Dallas, Texas, is the
individual who is organizing the reunion. 

Zell reports that about 30 people (including spouses and other relatives)
have indicated that they plan to attend the reunion, which will be held at
Hadassim. “We are scheduled to meet at 5:00 and tour the village, then sit
down for supper at 6:00,” Zell says.

“It sounded exciting,” says Zell of his decision to enroll in the Hadassim
program. “It sounded like it would be something special.”

Bager recalls that it was her mother who noticed an ad about the program
in the Jewish Post (in 1968) about sending your child to Israel for Grade
10. “Once she got the information, and decided that it would be a good idea
for me, the ball was rolling,” she says. Yusim remembers that he also saw
an ad about the program in the Post and mentioned to his parents that he
would like to go. “I was fortunate that my parents were in a position to pay
the $1,500 fee for the year,” he says. “I packed up a large metal crate and
a suitcase and off I went.”

The group met in Montreal and flew from there to Israel. They left on
July 12, 1968. Yusim still has his passport from that time.

What Yusim remembers about Hadassim are the school, the dormitories
(three or four to a room), the central dining room, the swimming pool and
the amphitheatre all surrounded by orange groves. There was a store for
small purchases and an Arab village nearby.

“Hadassim raised turkeys,” Yusim recalls. “We frequently had turkey
schnitzel and our pillows were stuffed with turkey feathers. I still remem-
ber the smell and how the feathers would poke us at night.”

As Zell recalls, it was an exciting time to be in Israel. It was just a year
after the Six-Day War. Areas that had been occupied by Jordan before the
war were now open to Jewish visitors. And visitors could go anywhere in
the country in safety.

“The first time that I saw the Wall, there was still rubble to be cleared
away,” he recalls. “And there was no problem visiting Arab villages.”

He also remembers meeting new relatives, being hosted by an Israeli
family in Petah Tikvah for Shabbat and talking to a young Israel who only
the year before had been fighting a war.

Alan Yusim recalls touring the country from one end to the other – large-
ly on foot. “We hiked in the Golan – not that long before a battleground -
and stood overlooking the Lebanese border, for example,” he says.

Among his souvenirs are three bazooka shells he picked up on the Golan. 
Yusim also recalls sitting by the Dead Sea on New Year’s eve in shorts

and climbing Massada.
He further describes a stay on the beach at Eilat. “I spent a few days on

the beach with some American kids,” he recounts. “I did some work in
hotel kitchens in Eilat in exchange for food. 

“One evening, we lit a huge bonfire on the beach. At four in the morning,
some rockets from Aqaba flew across the border. We quickly extinguished
the fire while Israeli aircraft went into action. 

“In the morning, a helicopter landed near us and Moshe Dayan stepped
out. I was surprised at how short he was.

“What amazed me was that almost everyone in Israel was Jewish, not
only the doctors and lawyers and businessmen but everybody, even the
criminals.”

”I have so many memories of that year,” says Pam Bager. “it was a life-
changing experience for a 14-15 year old. I met many Israeli family mem-
bers for the first time, made friends with kids from around the world, fell
in love with Israel. I didn’t want to come home at the end of our year, but
of course had no choice. I vowed to return, as soon as I could.”

She went back to Israel after she had completed her first year of univer-
sity here. “As a result of the love for Israel I discovered during my Grade
10 year in Israel, I ended up marrying an Israeli, in Jerusalem (my ex-hus-
band, and father of my daughter), living and working in Jerusalem for
about 6 years, and being the mother of a young woman with a beautiful
spirit,” she says.

“That year was one of the best years in my life,” Shawn Zell says. “It
played an important role in my decision to become a rabbi.”

Yusim speaks of the new perspective that year gave him as well as the
opportunity that the Canadians received in an era before social media to
meet and interact with people from all over the world.

“Israel is a beacon of light in a dark and dangerous neigbourhood,” he
observes. “It was clear to me even then that Israel was facing a decades-
long war of attrition.

“What I experienced that year stayed with me and played a role in the
career path I chose working for human rights.” 

Bager notes that while she corresponded with some of her new friends for
a while after their year together and has seen a couple of people from the
large Winnipeg contingent from time to time, the tangible connections over
the years have faded.   Still, she says, “the spiritual and emotional after-
effects of that year, for me, remain as strong as ever. Hadassim and the
Israel of 1968-69 which I experienced are in my blood and in my soul.” 

Winnipeggers looking forward to attending 50th reunion of first
Canadian group to attend high school in Israel

Students meeting with David Ben Gurion (late fall 1968) Pam Bager
recalls: “There were seven of us from Winnipeg (the other six were
from River Heights): Jerry Arenson (now in Haifa, I believe) Jim
Arenson (California), Pam Bager (living in Wpg with her husband,
Hart Mallin) Allie Lehmann (now in Toronto), Maury Miloff (now in
Quebec?),  Alan Yusim (living in Wpg.), and Shawn Zell (Dallas,
Texas) (Shawn, second from left, with glasses).”

“Here is a photo of our class,” says Pam Bager, “with a few added peo-
ple (policemen, a few Israelis from Hadassim, young and older - chap-
erones, I presume. Our teacher, a Canadian from ?Edmonton, Joe
Zeev, is crouching at the bottom left. I can spot all 6 of us
Winnipeggers, in part or whole, in this photo. Shawn Zell, organizer of
the reunion, is crouching down in the middle, bespectacled, in a light
blue shirt with white undershirt, and a camera around his neck. I  am
on his left in a white shirt. The other Winnipeggers are Maury Miloff,
crouched in front of Shawn and me, in the green jacket and red shirt,
Allie Lehmann in the bright green shirt, with her left elbow on
Shawn’s shoulder, Jimmy and Jerry Arenson, behind the girl in the
pink shirt standing in front (you can see only the face of one of them -
I have no idea which!) and Alan Yusim at the back (top) in the middle
in the pinkish shirt - the boy with a red t-shirt is half hidden behind
Alan. This seemed to be a good photo as it was clearly taken on a class
trip to Jerusalem. You can see David’s Tower and the wall of the Old
City behind us.” 
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Community news
“four-fifths of the world’s Jews lived
within Russian territories”, and anti-
Semitism had emerged as a tool by
which the Russian government was able

to control the Russian people – diverting their attention to the Jews as
scapegoats.

Anti-Semitism on the rise
There were also “worrying signs in other parts of the world” that anti-

Semitism was on the rise. The mayor of Vienna, Karl Lueger, was an overt
anti-Semite (and is credited for having been a forerunner of Nazi ideology). 

As MacMillan put it, “Jews were blamed for having too much money or
not enough.” (Ed. note: I would have liked to ask MacMillan what she
meant by saying Jews were also blamed for not having enough money.
Maybe one of our readers can explain that reference for me.)

Finally, there was the Dreyfus affair, which
developed in France in the 1890s,  and which
reverberated for years, that added to the sense of
European Jewry that they would never be safe in
Europe.

While the World Zionist Movement began to
consider various options for a Jewish homeland,
including Uganda, the first movements of Jews
to Palestine had begun. By 1914, there were
85,000 Jews in Palestine; however, the Ottoman
Empire was unhappy with the immigration of
Russian Jews to Palestine. “They thought
Russian Jews were still Russian and therefore,
the enemy,” MacMillan observed. 

With the coming of World War I, so many new
forces came into play that the entire dynamic of
the Middle East suddenly changed. Key to an
understanding of why the British and French, in
particular, began to make different and often
contradictory promises to various peoples,
according to MacMillan, is an awareness that,
until fairly late in the war, “the Allies thought they were going to lose.”

Although MacMillan is an expert on World War I, she didn’t spend much
time giving a description of military events. What she did explain, howev-
er, is that the Allies and the Germans, in particular, but also the Turks, were
so evenly matched that neither side could gain much of an advantage over
the other.

Even though over 9 million men died in battle, the neither side had
gained much of an advantage over the other - until the very end of the war.
Thus, in an attempt to undermine the Ottoman Empire in order to gain
some sort of advantage, the Allies began “to persuade people to rise up”, as
in, for example, the case of the Arabs against the Turks.

The result was, MacMillan observed, that the British and French “made
a series of promises” to
various peoples “that
were incompatible”.

Chief among those
promises – and at this
point MacMillan was
careful to note that the
language used in those
promises was often
vague and open to dif-
ferent interpretations,
were assurances given
by Sir Henry
McMahon, British
High Commissioners
to Egypt, to Hussain
bin Ali, Sharif of
Mecca, that the British would support him as ruler
over a great swath of Arab territory, if the Arabs
were to rise up in revolt against the Turks.

At the same time, in the form of the famous
Balfour letter, written to Lord Rothschild, the
British seemed to be making promises to the Jews
for their own homeland in Palestine.

MacMillan described the great quandary sur-
rounding that letter: “Was it a formal undertaking or was it just a letter?
What did it mean? Was it a promise for a Jewish state? Why did the British
do it?”

In answering her own question, MacMillan offered the following as pos-
sible reasons for the Balfour letter:

Both David Lloyd George, Prime Minister of Great Britain at the time,
and Lord Arthur Balfour, who was Foreign Secretary (and who had also
served as Prime Minister himself in the previous decade) “were brought up
on the Bible,” as MacMillan put it. As such, they saw the return of the Jews
to Zion as fulfillment of a biblical prophesy.

Secondly, “they thought that a promise (to the Jews) would be a way of
keeping the French from getting it” (Palestine).

Thirdly, they thought that making a promise
to the Jews might lead German Jews to lessen
their support for the German war effort.

And finally, they had “an exaggerated idea
of the power of American Jews” to influence
their own government to commit even more
strongly to the war effort.

In addition to the conflicting promises
made to both Arabs and Jews, the British and
French had also been negotiating their own
separate agreement how to carve up the
Middle East once the war was over. Known as
the Sykes Picot Agreement, that agreement
effectively carved up the Middle East into
two spheres of influence.

However, according to MacMillan, “the
British promised too much to the French“
“under the terms of Sykes Picot and “imme-
diately began to undo” the agreement once it
was signed in 1916.

Thus, with a series of contradictory promises and supposed commitments
made by the British and French – all of which were meant to induce one
party or another to lend support to the war effort on the Allies’ side, it is no
wonder that so many groups have felt such a strong sense of betrayal ever
since.

The Arabs, for instance, were soon to realize that their dream of control
over most of the Middle East was for naught. As MacMillan put it, there is
an Arab saying that “if something starts crooked it gets more crooked.”

Further, the promise of a Jewish homeland, as described in the Balfour
Declaration, “became a symbol of the betrayal Arabs feel,” MacMillan stat-
ed, “not so much because of the presence of Jews in Palestine, but because
they had risen up in revolt and felt betrayed.”

United States had  little interest in the Middle East post-war
Continuing her scholarly lecture, MacMillan turned to the aftermath of

World War I. She referred, once again, to the all-important Paris Peace
Conference of 1919, to which “the losers were not invited”.

The main item of discussion at that conference was: “What was going to
happen to Germany?”

Woodrow Wilson’s influence was strongly communicated in the results
of the conference, with its many “declarations about self government,”
according to MacMillan. Chief among those results was the creation of the
League of Nations (which came into being in 1920).

As far as the shape of the Middle East was concerned, MacMillan noted
that “the United States had very little interest in” that part of the world at
that time. In fact, the United States had never even declared war on the
Ottoman Empire, she explained.

Subsequently, there were other major conferences, including the San
Remo Conference (1920), when “Britain and France met and carved up the
Middle East for themselves.” It was at that time that the British and French
were awarded “mandates” to rule over different parts of the Middle East. 

“The British got Palestine (which included Transjordan) and parts of Iraq,
including Mosul, while the French got Lebanon and Syria,” MacMillan
said.

It was later, at the Cairo Conference of 1922 that “Winston Churchill cre-
ated two new territories: Palestine proper and Transjordan (now the
Kingdom of Jordan).” According to MacMillan, the “Zionists were
shocked; they felt Transjordan should be part of Palestine.”

MacMillan also referred to other events that took place during those
years, including the Treaty of Servres, “which never came into existence”,
she noted, and “the Treaty of Lausanne, in 1923, when Turkey renounced
all claims to its former territories.”

(In case you’re wondering why I took such detailed notes, it’s an old
habit of mine, going back to my university years, when the question most
asked of history professors was: “Is this going to be on the exam?”
Nowadays, I imagine, every history student simply records every lecture –
but how on earth would they know what’s really important if they don’t
take notes, I wonder?)

One of the results of the maneuvering between the French and British to
carve up the Middle East, MacMillan explained, was “intense resentment
among Arab peoples at their betrayal at the hands of the British and
French.” That resentment, in turn, led the Arabs to focus their anger on the
Jews in Palestine.”

Since her talk was focused on the “First World War and the Making of the
Modern Middle East”, MacMillan did not proceed to offer a detailed histo-
ry of what happened in later years following the mid 1920s.

She did note, however, that the “British and French continued to make
trouble for each other…and that the Zionists felt that the British were try-
ing to limit immigration to Palestine…where many British officers were
anti-Semitic”.

“The British kept trying to come up with solutions for Palestine”, includ-
ing the writing of several “White Papers” that were supposed to offer some
sort of solution to what was evidently an
intractable problem, i.e. how to reconcile

Kanee lecture
Continued from page 3.

ALFRED DREYFUS
His trial on charges
of espionage awak-
ened French Jews to
the reality of anti-
Semitism.

Sir HENRY
MacMAHON
British High

Commissioner to
Egypt

HUSSAIN bin ALI
Sharif of Mecca

was given vague
promises by
MacMahon that
the British would
support him as
ruler over a great
swath of Arab ter-
ritory, if the Arabs
were to rise up in
revolt against the
Turks.

Lord ARTHUR 
BALFOUR

British Foreign
Secretary

Was his famous letter,
written to Lord
Rothschild in 1917, “a
formal undertaking or
was it just a letter?”

Continued on next page.



Wednesday, April 25, 2018, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   29

By CYNTHIA EHRENKRANTZ

There’s going to be a royal wedding.
England is abuzz with the news
and everyone is following Harry

and Meghan’s every move with height-
ened interest. “How far we’ve come,”
people say. “Why, only yesterday mem-
bers of the royal family weren’t allowed
to marry a divorcee, let alone an inter-
racial, American one.” 

I‘m reminded of Queen Elizabeth’s
coronation in June, 1953. There was no
swinging London then. Only a gray,
dingy city, struggling to recover from the
battering it suffered during the war.
Weeds sprouted from bomb sites and
England was gripped by austerity. There
was a huge housing shortage and married
couples moved in with Mum and Dad waiting for their names to come up
for public housing. Food and clothing were still rationed and we wore
shades of navy, grey, black and tweed. We’d grown accustomed to “mak-
ing do” and eating ersatz food - Postum instead of coffee, margarine
instead of butter, and saccharine instead of sugar. 

I was 18 and had left home to live on a farm in south east England with
a fiercely idealistic group of 22 friends and acquaintances. Hurst Grange
was a kibbutz hachshara – literally a “preparation kibbutz” - affiliated with
Habonim, the Labor-Zionist youth movement. Most of my high school
friends belonged to church or synagoguge youth clubs where people played
ping pong and practiced ballroom dancing. But Habonim had a purpose.
We learned about Israeli socialist kibbutzim and we planned to establish
our own commune in the brand new state. We would own no private prop-
erty and we would work according to the Marxist ideal of “each according
to his ability and each according to his needs.” We’d moved onto the farm
in order to learn how to do hard, physical work and how to live congenial-
ly in a collective, socialist society. 

Our evenings were spent listening to classical music records or to lectures
from visiting Israelis who told us about the wonders of the new state. Once
a week we held a communal meeting, when we reviewed every aspect of
the day-to-day running of the kibbutz. We spent an inordinate amount of
time discussing a mixed breed, black dog that had joined the kibbutz with
one of our members. He would go around at the meeting, humping the leg
of each of us in turn. While some members were amused, others found his
behavior quite objectionable.

Our parents were puzzled and angry about the lifestyle choice we‘d
made. We’d all gone to “good” schools but instead of going to university,
we’d chosen to work on the land in Israel. My parents were horrified when
I started peppering my speech with Hebrew and Yiddish words and gestic-
ulating with my hands like a new immigrant. My father scoffed at my
socialist ideals telling me “In this life, my girl, you have to think of Number
One,” and he was mystified by my doing physical work he regarded as
demeaning. Most parents had pictured us following a “normal” path: for
the boys, a profession as a doctor, lawyer, or accountant, and, for the girls,
a short stint of working as a teacher or secretary, followed by a “success-
ful” marriage to one of the aforementioned professionals, preferably by the
time we were 21. We kibbutz girls wore no makeup and paid scant atten-
tion to clothes. Such artifices were considered bourgeois – the most serious
insult we could muster. Our parents worried that no one would ever want
to marry such unattractive young women. 

One balmy Sunday in May, my friend Zelda Cohen’s father came to visit.
He showed a genuine interest in our small farm and he charmed us by
bringing several boxes of chocolates – enough to share with everyone.
After 14 years of food shortages, candy had been taken off the ration. This
was a nod to the celebratory atmosphere that pervaded the rest of the coun-
try; for young Queen Elizabeth would be crowned in Westminster Abbey
in a few days and, by making candy readily available, Parliament felt they
could help to spread an air of rejoicing throughout the country.

Dr. Cohen offered to take us out to dinner so we piled into his car and
drove through winding country lanes that eventually led to wider road-
ways. Soon, we were in London where we ate in a small bistro. Dr. Cohen
chose a mixed grill for himself and I ordered Dover sole with buttered peas
and tiny new potatoes, a luxurious change from our starch-based kibbutz
diet.

By now, it was twilight and Dr. Cohen suggested a tour of central London
to see the coronation decorations. We walked to Picadilly and gazed, slack-
jawed at London transformed. The once drab city sparkled with crowns
hung from arches spanning the streets and we gazed at stores festooned
with opulent silken tasseled fabric depicting lions and unicorns prancing on
the royal crest. The streets were overflowing with international royal guests
in colorful national dress. We passed the Queen of Tonga on Oxford Street,
looking into shop windows. We’d seen her picture in the paper and she was
hard to miss in her bright flowing robes and a headdress that made her 6’2”
seem even taller. Handsomely dressed Africans strode through the streets

and Indian Ranees were clad in saris, so heavy with gold, they had to strug-
gle to stand up straight. Every building carried signs saying “Long Live the
Queen” or simply “Elizabeth R.” London was nothing like the austere, gray
town I had known. When we drove back to Hurst Grange we were quite
tipsy with the beauty of it all. In the morning we bubbled over with excite-
ment as we described the scene to our fellow kibbutzniks

That evening, we went into the living room for the weekly meeting. I sat
in my usual spot on the floor and tried to calm the dog by scratching his
belly. How surprised we were to see the first item on the agenda.

“1. Visit of two kibbutz members to London to see coronation decora-
tions.”

A lively, angry discussion ensued. Some people wanted to know how we
could agree to go on this outing when others in the group had no opportu-
nity to do so. 

“Do you believe in absolute equality?” our friends asked. 
“How could you even ask such a question? Of course we do.” 

“In that case,” they told us coldly, “It was your responsibility to turn
down the offer of the London tour and even,” some insisted, “the restaurant
dinner.” If the rest of the kibbutz couldn’t go, then no one should. In a true
socialist society, we were told, we would have denied ourselves this plea-
sure if others couldn’t partake in it. 

The strange irony of rabid socialists being consumed with envy over dec-
orations in honor of the Royal Family seemed to pass everyone by. 

Castigated and crestfallen, we retired to our beds. 
We had no TV at Hurst Grange so we couldn’t watch the coronation but

we heard it was lovely. The other kibbutz members soon forgot about our
trip. But I hadn’t. A seed of doubt had been planted in me. Did I really want
to live on a kibbutz? I wondered. I tried to push the thought aside and pre-
tend it wasn’t there but, as seeds often do, it took root and flourished. 

America has been my home for the past sixty years and I’m looking for-
ward to watching the royal wedding on TV. During dessert, I plan to eat
chocolates, remembering my joy and that of my fellow kibbutz members as
one of life’s pleasures returned to us after the war. And for my main course,
I’ll have guilt-free Dover sole. 

How my dream of living on a kibbutz came to naught 

Feature story

the conflicting aims of Arabs and
Jews.

It was in 1937 that “the British first proposed to create a separate state in
Palestine for the Jews,” MacMillan said, which laid the way for the even-
tual partition plan of 1947 and ultimately the creation of the State of Israel.

Looking back then at what was undoubtedly one of the most important
eras in modern history, if not the most important, MacMillan’s assessment
though was that “I don’t think we can trace everything in the Middle East
today to what happened 100 years ago…to go on simply blaming history
and the meddling of outside powers “(for all the problems in that region). 

“Sooner or later,” she suggested, “any solution is going to have to come
from the people living there” rather than from outsiders.

While there is only “a very dim prospect for peace” in the Middle East,
MacMillan said, she did point to modern post-war Europe as an example
of what can happen” when formerly bitter enemies learn to live together in
peace.

Following her talk, MacMillan fielded questions. Among them was this
simple question: “Why should we study history?”

MacMillan’s answer was “to help us to understand other people.” Within
the context of the Middle East, it would help us ‘to understand the Arab
sense of betrayal,” she suggested.

Later, in answer to another question about why the British and French
would ever have wanted to get involved in such a troublesome region of
the world in the first place, MacMillan observed that “greed and ambition
will carry you a long way.” 

She pointed out that, at the time that the British took parts of Iraq for
themselves under the mandate system, they did not know there was oil
around Mosul (which was not discovered until 1927).

“Our capacity for meddling is endless,” she concluded.

Continued from previous page.

Idealistic young British Jews  in 1953 on a farm in Sussex, England, in preparation for an eventual
move to a real Israeli kibbutz. The author, however, ended up leaving the “preparation kibbutz”.



Deserter is
a new
play by

award-winning
Winnipeg play-
wright Daniel
T h a u - E l e f f ,
inspired by the

soldiers who deserted the Iraq war and
came to Canada.

The play, which is produced by Moving
Target Theatre and will be directed by Arne
MacPherson, runs May 17-27 at the Rachel
Browne Theatre 211 Bannatyne Ave.

Deserter follows Curtis Colby, a fictional
war-deserter who is detained for using a
fake passport, says advance promotional
material. Colby finds himself in a tug-of-
war between a holding cell in the present-
day, his time in Iraq, and a small town in
Manitoba, where he and his wife Jessica
are desperately trying to lead a normal life.

During a recent interview, Thau-Eleff explained that Deserter explores
moral behaviour in a complex world, raising questions about the relation-
ship between civilians and soldiers in countries with volunteer armies:
When should a soldier say no? What morality can we hope for in war? And
what is the role of ordinary citizens?

Thau-Eleff emphasized that his play is viewed through the lens of Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder. “The play is a psychological drama,” Thau-
Eleff said. “In some ways, it’s a PTSD nightmare as well as a bureaucratic
nightmare. If you oppose war, then why don’t you support soldiers? If you
support soldiers, then why don’t you oppose war?”

He added that the play’s protagonist, played by actor Jeff Strome, is

caught in a moral quandary between a good person or following orders.
Thau-Eleff said his main “go to” to learn about PTSD was

Slaughterhouse-Five, or The Children’s Crusade: A Duty-Dance with
Death (1969), a science fiction-infused anti-war novel by Kurt Vonnegut
about the World War II experiences and journeys through time of Billy
Pilgrim, from his time as an American soldier and chaplain’s assistant, to
postwar and early years, notes Wikipedia.

He added that his other main source material to learn about PTSD was
the book, Achilles in Vietnam: Combat Trauma and the Undoing of
Character by Jonathan Shay.

Thau-Eleff maintains that his role is that of a story teller.
“I’m not a psychologist,” he said. “My role is not to heal anybody.

However, stories can be healing.”
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Daniel Thau-Eleff to premiere new play about PTSD

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

DANIEL THAU-ELEFF
“In some ways, it’s a
PTSD nightmare as well
as a bureaucratic night-
mare. If you oppose war,
then why don’t you sup-
port soldiers? If you sup-
port soldiers, then why
don’t you oppose war?”

Natalie Portman has ‘fallen into hands of
BDS supporters,’ says Israeli culture minister

(JTA) —
Israel’s culture
minister said
actress Natalie
Portman has
“fallen like a
ripe fruit into
the hands of the
BDS move-
ment support-
ers” over her
refusal to come
to Israel to
receive an
award.

Miri Regev’s
a s s e r t i o n
Friday about
the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
movement against Israel and Portman, an
Israeli-born Jew, followed news Thursday that Portman would not receive
in person what the Genesis Prize Foundation calls the “Jewish Nobel” at a
ceremony scheduled for June.

The foundation said that it had been notified by Portman’s representative
that “[r]ecent events in Israel have been extremely distressing to her and
she does not feel comfortable participating in any public events in Israel”
and that “she cannot in good conscience move forward with the ceremo-
ny.”

The Genesis Prize announced it was canceling its prize ceremony in
Israel due to Portman’s announcement.

On Thursday, the foundation said in a statement that it was “very sad-
dened” that the Israeli-American actress would not take part in the cere-
mony.

Portman’s statement did not indicate that she supports or heeded the BDS
movement. In 2009, Portman joined other Hollywood stars in protesting
calls for a boycott against the Toronto International Film Festival for its
staging of a Tel Aviv-themed event. She also directed and starred in a
Hebrew-language adaptation of Israeli novelist Amos Oz’s memoir, “A
Tale of Love and Darkness.”

In her statement, Regev wrote that by opting out of the ceremony,
Portman is “joining those who treat the story of the success and the mira-
cle of Israel’s revival as a tale of darkness and darkness.”

In a statement following the Genesis Prize announcement in November,
Portman said she is “proud of my Israeli roots and Jewish heritage.”

In 2015, following the re-election of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, she said she was “very, very upset and disappointed.”

“I find his racist comments horrific,” she told The Hollywood Reporter.
“However, I don’t — what I want to make sure is, I don’t want to use my
platform [the wrong way]. I feel like there’s some people who become
prominent, and then it’s out in the foreign press. You know, shit on Israel.
I do not. I don’t want to do that.”

In a statement released April 21, Portman clarified the reasons for her not
wanting to attend the prize ceremony:

“Let me speak for myself. I chose not to attend because I did not want to
appear as endorsing Benjamin Netanyahu, who was to be giving a speech
at the ceremony,” she wrote.

“Like many Israelis and Jews around the world, I can be critical of the
leadership in Israel without wanting to boycott the entire nation. I treasure
my Israeli friends and family, Israeli food, books, art, cinema, and dance.’”

She asked people to “not take any words that do not come directly from
me as my own.”

NATALIE PORTMAN
Jerusalem-born actress
refuses to go to Israel to
receive $2 million prize.

MIRI REGEV
Israel’s 

Culture Minister
accuses Portman of
falling into hands of
BDS supporters.
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Hot Sardines wrap up Asper season
Take a blustery brass lineup, layer it over a rhythm section led by a

Fats Waller-style stride-piano virtuoso, add a tap dancer and tie the
whole thing together with singer “Miz Elizabeth” Bougerol, a magnet-
ic, one-of-the-boys front woman whose voice recalls another era, and
you have the Hot Sardines. Critics have raved about this NYC outfit,
calling them “simply phenomenal” (The London Times)) and “one of
the best jazz bands in NY today (Forbes). The Hot Sardines’ sound,
wartime Paris via New Orleans, or the other way around, is steeped in
the kind of music Louis Armstrong, Django Reinhardt, and Fats Waller
used to make: straight-up, foot-stomping jazz. Winnipeg is the next
stop in a Canadian tour after appearances with the Vancouver
Symphony, at Koerner Hall in Toronto, and at the Grand Theatre in
Kingston.

Fuelled by the belief that classic jazz feeds the heart and soul, The
Hot Sardines are on a mission to make old sounds new again and prove
that joyful music can bring people together in a disconnected world. In
the last two years, the group has been featured at the Newport Jazz
Festival and the Montreal Jazz Festival, has sold out New York City
venues, played more than 150 tour dates from Chicago to London, and
has released two albums on Universal Music Classics to critical raves. 

In New York City, The Hot Sardines draw a young audience and in
the rest of the country, multi-generations come to enjoy the music. In
the hot jazz movement, this collective stands apart for the innovation,
verve, and sheer joy they bring to music, both new and old. The Hot
Sardines’ self-titled debut album, named by iTunes as one of the best
jazz albums of 2014, spent more than a year on the Billboard jazz
chart, debuting in the top 10 alongside Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga.
On French Fries & Champagne, their new album for Universal Music
Classics, the group broadens its already impressive palette, combining
covers and originals as they effortlessly channel New York
speakeasies, Parisian cabarets and New Orleans jazz halls. 

Don’t miss a chance to see one of New York’s most exciting hot jazz
bands on Saturday, May 12 for two shows, 3:30 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. at
the Winnipeg Art Gallery. Tickets call 477-7534 or order online at
www.radyjcc.com.

Quebec legislator criticizes Jewish colleague for
wearing kippah in Parliament

MONTREAL (JTA) – A separatist
Quebec legislator backtracked after criti-
cizing a fellow parliamentarian for wear-
ing a kippah in the legislative chamber on
Holocaust Remembrance Day.

During a raucous session, Opposition
leader Jean-François Lisée of the Parti-
Québécois criticized David Birnbaum,
the only Jewish legislator of the govern-
ing Liberal Party, for wearing the skull-
cap.

Lisée said doing so may have violated a
rule forbidding partisan symbols in
Parliament. He was responding to
Quebec premier Phillippe Couillard, who
had criticized Lisée for wearing his own
party’s lapel pin in the legislative hall.

Lisée said allowing the kippah while
banning his pin constituted a “hierarchy
between some convictions and others.”

An angry Birnbaum defended his
actions. “I can wear that kippah anywhere,” he said.

“To suggest that a Jewish [parliamentarian] should be forced to hide his
religious identity – on Yom Hashoah, no less – is grotesque and unac-
ceptable,” B’nai Brith Canada CEO Michael Mostyn said.

On Thursday, Lisée posted a statement on Facebook conceding that
Birnbaum did indeed have the right to wear the kippah, but said religious
rights should not supersede others.

Madoff victims to receive $500 million more in relief
(JTA) – The Madoff Victim Fund began distributing $504 million in

funds to victims of Bernard Madoff’s Ponzi scheme.
The funds, whose distribution began on Thursday, will be sent to over

21,000 Madoff victims around the world, according to a statement by the
Justice Department.

The distribution is the second in a series of payments that will eventu-
ally return over $4 billion to Madoff victims.

“In one of the most notorious and unconscionable financial crimes in
history, Bernie Madoff robbed tens of thousands of individuals, pension
plans, charitable organizations and others, all the while funding a lavish
personal lifestyle,” Attorney General Jeff Sessions said in the statement.

“We cannot undo the damage that Bernie Madoff has done, but today’s
distribution will provide significant relief to many of the victims of one
of the worst frauds of all time,” Sessions added.

Madoff, a Jewish New Yorker, used his position as the chairman of his
investment securities company to swindle billions of dollars from tens of
thousands of investors from the early 1970s until his arrest in 2008.

The uncovering of the Ponzi scheme revealed the tens of billions of
dollars in fake profit that victims believed they had earned through
Madoff. Many prominent Jewish nonprofits also suffered big losses, with
Yeshiva University taking a $140 million hit, Hadassah $90 million and
Elie Wiesel’s foundation losing $15 million.

In 2009, Madoff pleaded guilty to 11 federal felonies and is serving a
150-year sentence in a federal prison in North Carolina. He was also
ordered to forfeit nearly $171 billion.
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David Birnbaum
Member of 

Quebec National Assembly
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