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Rabbi Alan Green looks back
on his long and varied career

as a rabbi in Winnipeg
By BERNIE BELLAN

Anyone who has had the
opportunity to spend time
with Rabbi Alan Green

knows how captivating his smile is
– and how much it underlies the
warmth that he exudes. Probably
one of the most popular rabbis ever
to have lived in Winnipeg – let’s be
honest: being able to survive 26
years as a rabbi in this town, where
rabbis’ tenures have often been cut
short by their boards, is no mean
feat.

In the half hour that I spent chat-
ting with Rabbi Green a few weeks
back I wanted to probe his thoughts
about his career here, how he’s
come to regard Winnipeg over the
years, and what he looks forward to
doing once he and his wife Chaya leave the
city in the not too distant future – for Fairfield,
Iowa.

Now in his 26th year in Winnipeg – which
Rabbi Green says has special significance as
the number 26 is also the “gematria” (numero-
logical equivalent for the Hebrew letters) for

the name of God, i.e. the
name which cannot be
said, Rabbi Green has
also spent “31 years in
the rabbinate altogether”
which, he also notes, is
the “gematria for ‘El’ –
the name of God.”

As you can see, Rabbi
Green is big on numerol-
ogy. I suppose that’s an
especially handy trait to
have when you’re a
rabbi, as it can come in
really useful when you’re
trying to ascribe some
significance to some-
one’s name. (I recall
Rabbi Peretz Weitzman
doing the same sort of

thing at my own bar mitzvah as he riffed on the
difference between “zu” and “zeh” when refer-
ring to a boy and a girl. As far as I recall, what
he explained at the time was that somewhere in
the Torah it says “zeh zu”. According to Rabbi
Weitzman, that  refers to a boy having a bar
mitzvah, because numerologically a boy
Continued on page 16. See “Rabbi Green”.
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By BERNIE BELLAN

There’s something about listening to some-
one talking about their experience dealing
with depression that can bring out an

exceptionally large audience to an event.
Last November TV sports host Michael

Landsberg opened up in front of an audience of
more than 300 people at the Shaarey Zedek about
his 18-year battle with depression. That was a riv-
eting evening. (You can still read my account of
that event on our website at http://jewishpostand-
news.ca/local/2208-tv-sports-celebrity-michael-
landsberg-opens-up-about-his-depression.)

On Friday, April 21st, more than 400 people
filled the York Ballroom of the Convention
Centre to hear Margaret Trudeau deliver a some-
times rambling, sometimes embarrassingly candid, but always fascinating
speech about her own lengthy battle with depression.

The occasion was the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba’s Women’s
Endowment Fund Luncheon. Prior to Margaret’s remarks audience mem-
bers were given a rundown of the success that the JFM Endowment Fund
has enjoyed since its inception in 1994.

Luncheon Co-Chair Jessica Cogan noted the following facts about the
fund:

The JFM Endowment Fund currently contains an endowment of $1 ½
million.  In the 23 years that it has been in existence the fund has distrib-
uted over $½ million to 80 different women’s organizations. The goal of
the fund eventually is to have an endowment of $2 million.

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba’s current endowment stands at $107
million.

JFM CEO Marsha Cowan listed some of the organizations that were
helped by the fund last year: Siloam Mission – which added 36 more shel-
ter beds for women; the Joy Smith Foundation – which developed materi-
als to educate about human trafficking; Alpha House – which helps women
escape from abusive relationships; and Jewish Child & Family Service –
which helps Jewish women coping with addiction.

Referring to the organizations that have been helped by the fund, Cowan
said: “I hear words of gratitude from the front-line organizations, but I also
hear of the needs that have not been met. There is so much more that we
can accomplish.”

Cowan went on to say that “We encourage new donors to consider con-
tributing to the fund or those who have already given to consider making a
new contribution if you haven’t done so already.”

In recognition of a $30,000 donation that was made to the fund years ago
by Irma Penn before her death, a special presentation was made to Irma’s
good friend Ruth Livingston by Anita Wortzman, Chair of the Jewish
Foundation.

At that point the luncheon, which had started late, was already behind
schedule, but when Margaret Trudeau was introduced I noticed that she
came up to the podium without any notes.  I wondered whether she was
going to go overtime – and whether I was going to get a parking ticket as
a result. (The luncheon did end 20 minutes later than the scheduled end
time of 1:30 but I didn’t have a ticket on my car. I wonder whether every-
one else who was there and who had parked on the street was so lucky.)

Margaret Trudeau’s speech
Margaret Trudeau gave a sort of

stream-of-consciousness speech in
which she told the audience how she came to develop what was only diag-
nosed much later in her life as depression. She was disarmingly frank about
herself. Looking at her on the large video monitors that dotted the room she
still seemed to be quite attractive – you could see how Pierre Trudeau
would have been smitten with her. Frankly it was only when I got home and
downloaded the pictures I had taken of her close-up and showed them to
my wife that I realized how much she has aged. 

“You think she still looks good?” Meachelle asked me. (Meachelle is
only a few years younger than Margaret Trudeau, but you’d think they were
at least 20 years apart in age.) I have to admit that when I took a look at the
deep lines in her face and neck I realized how much older Margaret
Trudeau looks than her 68 years.  She told the audience that she’s done
nothing to fill in those cracks despite one of her grandchildren having
asked her why she has such deep lines in her face. 

After hearing her recount her life story though, it’s easy to understand
where those cracks have come from - something that she’s chronicled in
her best selling autobiography titled “Changing my Mind”.

“I am one of the luckiest people around,” she began her remarks, “not
because my son is the Prime Minister, but because I know what it’s like to
have lost your mind.”

“I was a drama queen as a very young girl,” Margaret  (born Margaret
Sinclair) recounted, “but I was never labeled as having a mental illness.” 

In her childhood, she noted, her family stressed three “imperatives” to
good health that, in retrospect, Margaret has come to realize are truisms:

• Sleep – “the most important  thing that can contribute to your mental
health” and which she had plenty of as a young girl, she explained  - some-
thing that she sorely lacked later when she fell into what she now under-
stands was a deep depression twice in her life;

• Nutrition – She “was not exposed to fast food and a lot of sugar in my
diet”, as a young girl, Margaret said. “My mother said sugar was poison.”

• Getting outside for exercise and play – something that her eventual hus-
band Pierre was also very keen to emphasize, she noted. Pierre used to say
“There’s no such thing as bad weather  - only bad clothes,” Margaret said.
“You will also find the balance in nature that you don’t have in your life,”
she added.

Now that she realizes that she suffers from bipolar disorder (what used to
be referred to as manic depression), Margaret has been able to pinpoint the
turning point in her life: It was when she went off to university, she sug-
gested, and was living on her own for the first time in her life.

“I was living in a basement suite – not getting enough sleep, not eating
well,” she explained.

She also began to experiment with marijuana (at age 18). “I took to it like
a duck to water,” Margaret admitted. Still, despite her beginning to show
the first signs of depression, there “was no diagnosis of mental illness”.

Then came the fateful trip where Pierre Trudeau first cast eyes on the
young and beautiful Margaret Sinclair.

“I went to a Club Med in Tahiti with my family,” she said. “I fell madly
in love with the water ski instructor.”

It was there though that she met the much older Pierre Trudeau. (“He was
the same age as my mother,” Margaret Trudeau noted wryly.) Even though
he was already a Cabinet Minister in the Pearson government and a well-
known politician, Margaret said she didn’t have a clue who he was.

“He was so serious,” she said. “He was relaxing on the beach, reading
‘The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire’. That’s not beach reading,”
Margaret observed laughingly.
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Later she
went off to

Morocco, where she became very sick and ended up in
a hospital. “I became a vegetarian while I was there,”
Margaret noted.

When she got home, her mother said to her: “An old
boyfriend of yours is coming by and wants to go out
with you on a date.”

“He (Pierre) had only seen me in a bikini,” Margaret
said. (She didn’t offer any explanation as to why it
was that Pierre Trudeau wanted to marry her. No
doubt the bikini had something to do with it.)

Once married though (in 1971), Margaret explained
that her husband wanted her to commit to doing two
things that were very important to him: learning
French and converting to Catholicism.

As far as that went, she said: “I was supposed to
learn French – I didn’t. I was supposed to convert to
Catholicism – but it didn’t take.”

Her husband “took her back to 24 Sussex.” Margaret described it as “the
crown jewel of the federal penitentiary system”.

“The first two years were okay,” she said. (Justin was born on Christmas
Day in the first year of their marriage.) But, by the time of the birth of her
second baby, Alexandre (Sacha) exactly two years later, “I wasn’t in a good
place,” she observed. “I couldn’t get out of bed.”

“I had no interest in my life, in my baby, in my husband.”
“Pierre was aware something had happened to me,” Margaret said. He

took her to see a psychiatrist who, she noted, seemed star struck by having
the Prime Minister in his office and who spent the first part of the session
explaining how he would fix the health care system. When it came time to
assessing Margaret though, he dismissed her condition as “just the baby
blues”.

In retrospect though, Margaret later understood that she was undergoing
her “first bout of clinical depression…I didn’t know what happened to my
mind…It was a chemical imbalance in my brain…You’re just lost in your
dark thoughts.”

In time, and as researchers were able to discover more about the chemi-
cal basis of depression, Margaret speculated that what had been happening
to her was due to a chemical imbalance. “We have the most wonderful hor-
mone in our body,” she suggested: “seratonin – it’s restored through
sleep and when it gets to your brain, neurotransmitters” play a part in
improving mood. (I have to be careful here because I don’t want to
simplify a very complex process, which Margaret did in her own
observations about what she suggested are the underlying causes of
depression.)

She did note that seratonin’s key role in regulating mood came to
result in the development of a series of successful anti-depressant
drugs, beginning in 1985, whose role was to restore depleted levels of
seratonin in the body.

“Those drugs just put you on an even playing field,” Margaret sug-
gested.

But, in 1974, “I knew nothing about depression,” she explained. On
top of that, she was also “diagnosed with seasonal affective disorder”.
(She laughingly suggested that she ought to move to Manitoba
because of all the hours of sunlight we receive here.)

As I noted when I began to describe Margaret’s speech, it tended to
jump all over the place. At this point she went back to 1974, and the
federal election that took place that year. In her colourful way she told
a story about an election rally in Humboldt, Saskatchewan on a beau-
tiful summer day. Apparently Pierre had been handed a speech by his
chief policy adviser, Ivan Head, that was all about wheat.

Margaret said that she tried to dissuade Pierre from giving that
speech, saying that it was such a beautiful day and he was bound to
bore the audience. As he started to deliver the speech though, he sud-
denly stopped, threw it down on the ground, and said that the news-
papers would report on the speech any way– as the reporters had all
been given copies, so what the hell, he was going to let Margaret give
a speech instead.

Fast forward to another episode in her life. (I’m not quite sure when
this happened; it was all such a blur as it came out.) Evidently, Pierre
wanted to do something to help Margaret get out of her depression, so
he gave her his Eaton’s credit card and told her to buy whatever she
wanted. She said that she decided to fly to Paris instead, without
telling anyone, but also without her passport. (How she was able to
enter France without a passport she didn’t explain.)

Once there, however, she decided she needed to go to Crete “to
walk around – to fix myself,” she explained. But, she knew that she
would need a visa to get into Greece, so she went to the Canadian
embassy in Paris to get one. It was at that point that her whereabouts
became known to Pierre and he sent a plane to “whisk her back to
Ottawa” from Crete.

At that point in her life, Margaret noted, “I went
from a deep depression to mania. I got so high. I was
making some bad decisions. I was acting on
impulse.”

That’s what happens when someone comes out of
a depression, she explained. It’s “hypomania”, as she
described it. 

“The brain fills with dopamine – flooding into
your brain. Do you think I’d listen to anyone who’d
tell me I was behaving badly?” she said.

But, “when we try to fix ourselves,” as Margaret
put it, “we just want to get away from the noise,”
which is why she wanted to go walking in Crete.

“When you have a mental illness though,” she con-
tinued, “you’re suffering from impaired thinking,
making bad decisions.”

Margaret was brought back from Crete and put into
a psych ward in an Ottawa hospital.

“I had an overwhelming need to escape my life,”
she explained.  (She didn’t note it during her speech, but evidently she and
Pierre separated in 1977.)

(Just prior to that separation, Margaret engaged in one of the most famous
episodes of her life when she ran off to New York where she hooked up
with the Rolling Stones and allegedly engaged in trysts both with Mick
Jagger and Ron Wood, although she didn’t confirm that during her talk.)

In her description of her mindset at the time, she said that “the family did-
n’t know whether she was going to be on or not. I decided to separate. The
first thing I did was run off with the Rolling Stones. You don’t take into
account the consequences of your actions…. The manic mind is your
addiction when you’re bipolar.”

It was the president of the Federal Liberal Party at the time, Stuart Smith,
who apparently told Pierre that Margaret was “manic depressive”, a term
that neither Pierre nor Margaret had ever heard before.

However, she noted that she “wouldn’t accept that I had an illness where
I needed to be treated.”

Margaret said, “I left Pierre.” (They were divorced in 1983).  “It was the
hardest decision of my life. He had a big job to do and I felt I was trapping
him.”

“Finally,” she said, “one of my sons got me into treatment.”  
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Like almost any writer, I like to hear from
readers what they think about something
they might have read in the paper. Of

course, it’s nice to be complimented, but honest-
ly, I don’t mind being reprimanded for some-
thing either I or another writer may have had in
this newspaper.

Last week, for instance, I printed a letter from
one reader who really tore a strip off me for stuff

I had written about Donald Trump. I printed that letter – and didn’t offer a
response to it – which is something I have often done in the past when I
took issue with what the letter writer was saying.

Later, after that issue came out, I received another email from that same
letter writer complimenting me for having the courage to print a letter that
didn’t spare me some pretty withering criticism. That email was not meant
to be reprinted, but I did reply to him, saying “Hey, if I dish it out, I have
to be prepared to take it.”

And that’s something I’ve come to learn after several years of doing this.
It’s not that I’ve got such a thick skin that criticism doesn’t phase me. It’s
just that, as I’ve noted repeatedly, if this paper is going to remain edgy, as
I hope it will continue doing, then inevitably many readers are going to take
issue with something in it. 

Contrast that with other papers, which go out of their way to avoid print-
ing anything that would be considered terribly controversial – such as the
Free Press. The only exceptions to the political correctness of that paper  of
late have been the columns written by former judge Brian Giesbrecht.
Giesbrecht has tackled such sacred cows as the unilateral condemnation of
the Native residential school system by almost everyone in the political
class, the insistence of many Native leaders on maintaining the reserve sys-
tem, and most recently, the rush to condemn “Islamophobia”.

After every column that Giesbrecht has written, however, you can expect
to read the usual condemnations from individuals who attack him for his
ignorance. There’s almost always a theme running through those letters -
that Giesbrecht, as a former judge, should know better, and he really needs
to be “re-educated”. 

The problem, as Giesbrecht must realize, is that he’s a member of that
despised group: male Caucasians. What I like about the Sun newspaper
chain, in contrast, is that when they print a piece that expresses similar
views as Giesbrecht has done, they often have a member of the very group
that claims to be victimized by the white ruling class write a piece con-
demning their own group’s hypocrisy. The examples that come to mind
foremost are columns written by two Muslim writers - Tareq Fatah and
Farzana Hassan, in which they have repeatedly criticized M103, the motion
that would condemn Islamophobia. Both Fatah and Hassan have made the
point that there are many legitimate criticisms that can be made of Islam –
and they have voiced those criticisms many times themselves.

Further, they have expressed similar views as did Brian Giesbrecht in his
most recent column
about Islamophobia,
and have noted that
they have received
death threats from fel-
low Muslims as a
result. So far though, I
don’t recall ever seeing
an opinion piece in the
Free Press written by a
Muslim criticizing
Muslim hypocrisy or
one written by a Native
criticizing Native
hypocrisy. 

But, I’m not sure that
there’s any other group
that’s willing to counte-
nance self-criticism as
much as Jews, so when
I’ve either written criti-
cisms of the Israeli
occupation of
Palestinian territory or
published similar views
by others, while it may
engender some pretty
hostile reactions, I must
say that, for the most
part, our community
seems to be willing to
engage in open debate
without resorting to

cries that someone needs to be “re-educated”.
So, when I’m taken to task for criticizing Donald Trump – and for hav-

ing used intemperate language in doing so, I can accept that criticism – and
even agree with the writer on many of the points he made. Heck, I do hear
criticisms of things I’ve written from time to time, but I often get a kick out
of what it is that sets people off. 

For instance, I’m taken to task quite often for writing too long pieces.
I’ve been told over and over again that my “Short takes” really ought to be
retitled “Long takes”. Point taken. That’s quite true. But don’t expect me to
change.

And here’s the reason why: Often when I’ve reported on a story – or con-
ducted an interview, as I write my story I say to myself: “Which parts do I
leave out to make this piece more readable?”

I’m well aware of the qualities a good editor should exercise, and one of
those is being able to cut a story down. These days, when attention spans
have been made considerably shorter as a result of the profusion of infor-
mation from endless sources on the Internet, the pressure is great to retain
a reader’s attention, not only by keeping stories short, but by having great
photos to go with every story. Not only that, the more recent trend is to
combine written stories with videos – something I myself find terribly dis-
tracting, but clearly something that must be working, otherwise so many
media outlets wouldn’t be resorting to that technique.

Yet, when it emerges that the vast majority of Internet users get their
news on Facebook – the epitome of superficiality, I say to myself: “Why
even bother to compete for the attention of a reader who would much rather
get his or her news from such a superficial news source as Facebook?”

So, rather than cutting down an interview with Rabbi Green, for instance,
or my report on Margaret Trudeau’s account of her struggles with depres-
sion, I try and give as much information as possible. Yes, those stories go
on – and on, but I’m just trying to put myself in the position of an inter-
mediary between the subject of the story and the reader. By giving as much
of the flavour of what someone said without editing what they had to say I
think I’m capturing the essence of that person much better than I would
were I to cut those stories down to a much shorter length.

At the same time, when I’m going over either the transcript of an inter-
view or my notes about an event, I find that I’m constantly checking some-
thing someone may have said by referring to the Internet for clarification.
For instance, when Rabbi Green referred to “gimatria” during our inter-
view, while I was somewhat aware of what he was talking about, I wanted
to search out the origins of gimatria. It could have led to an entirely differ-
ent sidebar, but I did offer some explanation of gimatria in my report on my
interview with Rabbi Green. I know if I had been reading that story with-
out any clarification of what gimatria is, I would have felt somewhat lost.

Similarly, when Margaret Trudeau got into an explanation of how sero-
tonin affects moods, I felt compelled to do some further research on the
subject – which I’ve included in my story about her talk about depression.
I’m still not entirely sure that she’s being honest with herself, however. For
instance, she says that she’s not taking any medications at all for her bipo-
lar disorder but, at the same time, she emphasizes how effective anti-
depressants are in treating depression. I wonder whether she’s really the
best person to offer advice on the subject after all? There seemed to be
some real inconsistencies in what she was saying to the audience at the
Jewish Foundation Women’s Luncheon. I hope that by trying to be as faith-
ful as I could to what Margaret Trudeau had to say that readers will be able
to discern some of the same problems that I had with what she had to say
in trying to determine just what exactly she was recommending to people
who experience depression.

One final note on the subject of writing long articles: Over the past cou-
ple of years – and this is something I’ve also noted in this column, I’ve
tried to shift this paper’s focus toward a much heavier emphasis on local
stories – and not the usual kind of stories that one might expect to read in
a Jewish paper, such as fawning pieces about donors to organizations, or
fundraising events. Instead, those stories can have almost nothing to do
with Jewish subjects per se. One of those has been depression. When we
reported on Michael Landsberg’s appearance here last October and how
much his opening up about his own battle with depression, that story res-
onated with readers in a huge way. Similarly,  Adam Schwartz’s articles
about Asperger’s Syndrome have also often found a huge audience.

In coming issues we’re going to try and continue reporting on where our
Jewish community here is headed. Two other recent stories that also had a
major impact were the one about camps and how effective they’ve been at
exposing newcomer kids who are otherwise not at all engaged with the
Jewish community to some part of Jewish life and the story in the last issue
about how having a kosher simcha has become so much less important
here.

I’m always on the lookout for a good story idea – and many of those
come from our readers, so if you have an interesting idea for a story- and
it doesn’t necessarily have to have a Jewish element at all, please let me
know. 

Short takes
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JNS.org The
biggest Jewish
news story during
Passover this year
was the latest
example of a rule of
political argument:
he who mentions
Hitler first always

loses. I refer, of course, to Sean Spicer, the
White House press secretary and the man
who, along with his boss, President Donald
Trump, has made the Saturday Night Live
comedy show relevant again. 

Spicer hit a new low when he seemed to
say that Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad was worse than Adolf Hitler. In
damning Assad for his use of chemical weapons, Spicer asserted that even
Hitler “didn’t sink to using chemical weapons.”Perhaps Spicer was think-
ing about the fact that the Germans didn’t employ chemical weapons when
fighting Allied armies as they had in World War I, when both sides used
poison gas as a military weapon. But you don’t need to be a historian to
know that poison gas played a prominent role in the Nazis’ war on the
Jews. After a couple of inadequate attempts to rationalize his statement,
Spicer apologized unreservedly. The president ought to fire him for stupid-
ity, but to those committed to all-out political warfare against all things
Trump, Spicer’s statement couldn’t be walked back and deserved to be put
down as “Holocaust denial,” if not support for Hitler (as The New York
Times’s Andrew Rosenthal implied) or outright anti-Semitism, despite
there being no reason to think that was Spicer’s intention.While Spicer was
a fool to compare anyone, even someone as bad as Assad, to Hitler, the
anti-Trump “resistance” appears to have no such compunctions about the
objects of their disdain. It’s not enough to disagree with Trump and his
minions or even to point out the alleged dangers of their policies. The polit-
ical left has embraced White House Chief Strategist Steve Bannon’s credo
that politics is warfare, in which anything may be said if it helps delegit-
imize a foe.

The Trump administration opened itself up to criticism earlier in the year
when it omitted a reference to Jews in its International Holocaust
Remembrance Day statement and when the president was slow to unre-
servedly condemn a spate of bomb threats at JCCs. But Jewish liberals
weren’t content with blasting these blunders. Instead they claimed Trump
was responsible for inspiring the threats and a new wave of anti-Semitism.
But unlike the foolish Spicer, the groups that made those charges didn’t
apologize when suspects in the JCC threats turned out to be a disturbed
Israeli teen and a left-wing American writer. Nor have liberal pundits who
analogize Trump to Hitler or called his policies fascist issued mea culpas,
let alone anything half so contrite as the  from the wretched Spicer.

The Spicer gaffe also overshadowed a deliberate attempt to demonize
Jews in the service of the war on Trump just a few days earlier. The Politico
website, one of the most well-read and respected sources of political news,
published a lengthy piece on the eve of Passover linking the Hasidic move-
ment Chabad to a nefarious network of real estate moguls that tied the
Trump family to Russian President Vladimir Putin. , titled “The Happy-Go-
Lucky Jewish Group That Connects Trump and Putin,” seemed to allege
that the activities of Chabad, whose hallmark is Jewish outreach, provide
some sort of proof for the charges that Trump is in cahoots with Moscow
(an argument that has less cogency now that Trump has taken on Russia
over Syria).

But it proved nothing of the sort about Chabad or Trump. Filled with
errors and innuendo, the article was as much an example of “fake news” as
anything cooked up by the far left or far right. The Anti-Defamation
League correctly condemned it as a “calumny” that “invoked age-old
myths about the Jews.” As Bethany Mandel noted in The Federalist, “Who
needs alt-right conspiracy theories about the Jews when you have
Politico?”

Liberals guilty of anti-Semitism don’t excuse offensive conservatives.
But the moral of the story is that if you complain about Jew-hatred when it
can be linked to false narratives about Trump, yet you don’t get worked up
about what Iran or the Palestinians are saying, let alone about Politico or
liberal politicians with backgrounds as apologists for anti-Semites—such
as the Democratic National Committee’s deputy leader, Minnesota’s Rep.
Keith Ellison—then maybe it’s time to question your motives. 

Sean Spicer should teach us that the “anyone I don’t like is Hitler”—or
worse—approach to politics or history always fails. Unfortunately, many of
his liberal critics need to learn the same lesson.

Jonathan S. Tobin is opinion editor of JNS.org and a contributing writer
at National Review. Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.
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Opinion

A left-wing view of Trump’s choice of David
Friedman as ambassador to Israel

As a
Zionist I
only want
the very
best for
Israel and
its contin-
ued sur-
v i v a l .

Trump’s choice of David
Friedman as his ambassador to
Israel is a mistake. Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu declared on
Twitter that Friedman “will be
warmly welcomed as President
Trump’s representative and as a
close friend of Israel”. 

BB thinks he has gotten an ace in his corner who will let him do what-
ever he and his extreme right wing government believe is appropriate.
There will not be the usual checks and balances from the Americans. The
Israeli daily Haaretz revealed recently that Friedman was a donor to the
American branch of Ateret Cohanim, a far-right Israeli group that settles
Jews in key locations in East Jerusalem, and especially around al-Aqsa
Mosque, the most sensitive Islamic site in the region. There may well
arise a situation when Ambassador Friedman must rule against Israeli
interests and for American and global interests. Can he ethically make
such a decision?

So the argument is:  “The word ‘allegiance’ means that we promise loy-
alty. It also carries with it the expectation that this loyalty will be exclu-
sive and unrestrained. In the case of a declared war or real threat or con-
flict, for example,  allegiance to America should preclude any other inter-
est, be it another country or political ideology”. Why appoint an ambas-
sador to the most conflictual region in the world who, before even start-
ing, has one hand tied behind his back? 

When one is learning to be a diplomat through onerous study one is
taught the concept of neutrality in international decision making. That is,
whatever problem comes up in the country where you are ambassador,
you should look at all sides of a problem - based on your country’s best
interests and the interests of the international community. Can Mr.
Friedman, through no fault of his own, but rather the political and inter-
national relations ignorance of Mr. Trump and his inexperienced lackeys
look at all sides of a problem?  

I  know that if I needed surgery I would want the most experienced and
well-trained surgeon I could find - not someone who has no training or
experience. It’s just common sense! 

Further to the question: “Are Winnipeg Jews unfriendly?”
My experience since moving back to Winnipeg seven years ago after

being away for more than 30 years is that the community has been very
unfriendly, so much so I have thought of moving back to Toronto or Tel
Aviv. My wife and I have spent many Passovers attending NO sedars or
dinners during the high holidays. I know we are not the only ones in this
position. Other Jews I speak to also tell me that they have never experi-
enced such unfriendly people. Thanks for the articles, Bernie! The paper
is doing great. I look forward in reading it. 

Sean Spicer and the
‘anyone I don’t like is Hitler’ rule

By

JONATHAN TOBIN

By

ALAN LEVY

Sean Spicer 
U.S. Press Secretary

David Friedman
U.S. Ambassador to Israel

Trump’s Middle East policy is ‘welcome change,’
Netanyahu tells visiting US defense secretary

(JTA) – President Donald Trump’s recent actions in the Middle East are
“a welcome change,” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told
visiting U.S. Defense Secretary James Mattis.

The two met Friday in Jerusalem; Mattis is making his first official visit
to Israel in his new post.

The “forthright words on the part of President Trump and very forth-
right deeds against the use of chemical weapons by Iran’s proxy, Syria,”
Netanyahu said, have “been appreciated around the world and in our
region. I think this is a welcome change, a strategic change of American
leadership and American policy.”

On April 7, a U.S. Navy vessel launched 59 missiles into Syria, where
they hit an airport controlled by President Bashar Assad, in response to
the alleged use of chemical weapons by forces loyal to Assad. Former
President Barack Obama said the use of chemical weapons was a “red
line,” but did not order a strike on Syria following alleged uses of chem-
ical weapons after he issued the statement.

Netanyahu also noted that Mattis had “very clear and forthright words”
about Iran.

“We sense a great change in the direction of American policy,” the
Israeli leader said.

In February, Mattis called Iran “the single biggest state sponsor of ter-
rorism in the world.”
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Myron Love

The annual Winnipeg Music Festival in late
February and March provides up and
coming young talent with an opportunity

to measure their musical abilities against the best
in their age groups. 

Alyssa Cohen is one of the members of our
Jewish community who continues to shine at the
festival year after year. The Garden City
Collegiate Grade 9 student’s instrument is the
classical guitar. The daughter of Robert and Sandy

Cohen has been playing the guitar since she was six. She reports that she
has won several gold medals over the years at the Winnipeg Music Festival
in her categories. She has also performed numerous times at her school,
also made appearances at the Planetarium, Eckhardt Grammate Hall at the
University of Winnipeg and at Congregation Etz Chayim (for a Women’s
League program).

In the festival last year, she finished first in Classical Guitar Solo,
Romantic Composers and 20/21st Century Composers, Grade 6 Levels. She
was also runner-up for the Institute of Chartered Piano Tuners of Manitoba
Trophy (which, she notes, is quite an accomplishment for a classical guitar
player) and won a Winnipeg Classical Guitar Society scholarship. 

This year, the young classical guitarist also finished first in Classical
Guitar Solo, Romantic Composers and 20/21st Century Composers at the
Grade 7 Level. And she once again received a Winnipeg Classical Guitar
Society scholarship. Her next stop is the upcoming provincial competitions
in June.

She says that she would like to pursue a career in classical guitar.

At just nine years of age, Gregory Hyman is also a Winnipeg Music
Festival veteran. The young violinist was one of four recipients this year of
the Catherine and Bruce Jones Scholarship for performers at the beginner
level.  His major piece was “Chinese Breakdown”, which he describes as a
traditional fiddle tune.

The son of Hartley and Rishona Hyman says that he was inspired to take
up the violin by his zaida, George Slutchuk, who also played the violin.
Gregory started playing violin in Grade 1.

“What I like about competing at the festival is that the judges talk to you
and give you feedback,” he says. “And I like that you are competing
against yourself.”

He also plays guitar. “I like both the guitar and the violin,” Gregory adds,
“but, when I play the violin, I have more fun with it.”

Reina Stoller was competing in the festival for the first time and made
quite a debut. The 10-year-old daughter of Michael and Miriam Stoller won
Gold in her age group (ten and under) in solo singing in both the 20th and
21st Century English Art Song and Television and Movie Musical cate-
gories.

For the Festival, she sang “Daisy” from the Royal Conservatory Book,
and “With a Smile and a Song” from Disney’s “Snow White”.

“I was really nervous as this was my first time in the Festival,” she says,
“but I was really happy to get gold.”

At 19, Julia Kroft was competing in her seventh Winnipeg Music
Festival. She reports that she has won several times in the past. This year,
she finished first in her Class in the Musical Theatre Up Tempo Grade C
category and tied for second in the Musical Theatre (Ballad) category. 

Currently studying at the Asper School of Business, the daughter of
David and Ellen Kroft notes that she was involved in several musical the-

atre productions while attending
the Gray Academy, among them “Once Upon a Mattress” and “The 25th

Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee”.
She hopes to combine a career in business with some musical theatre.

For Miranda Baran, this was her tenth year participating in the Festival.
This year, she finished first in her category (female solo Grade C) in the
Gilbert and Sullivan competition and second in German Lieder (Vocal
Solo). She was runner-up for the Gilbert and Sullivan Trophy. 

The daughter of Mariam Bernstein and Darrell Baran  grew up in the the-
atre. She is studying theatre at the University of Winnipeg and has been a
student at Manitoba Theatre for Young People.

“I have also learned a lot from my mother as both a teacher and director,”
she says.

Coming up for Miranda is a role in a production of “Macbeth” at the
Fringe Festival this summer.

Jewish entrants win scholarships in 2017 Winnipeg Music Festival
AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE
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GREGORY HYMAN
At just nine years of age,
Gregory Hyman is also a
Winnipeg Music Festival veter-
an. 

Margaret remarried (in 1984, to an
Ottawa real estate developer by the
name of Fred Kemper), with whom she

had “10 glorious years”, although she did say that after the birth of her
daughter, Alicia,” (in 1988) she suffered from “postpartum depression”.

It was the tragic drowning of her son Michel in 1998 that led to
Margaret’s entering into another severe bout of depression. “I went out of
my mind,” she said.

“I got rid of my husband. I couldn’t deal with my life. I just wanted to
bury myself.”

Looking back at that time, Margaret observed that “We used to think of
mental illness as different from an addiction, but if we think there’s some-
thing out there that can help me relieve myself of mental illness, we
become substance dependent. That’s why so many people who suffer from
depression use drugs.”

She didn’t reveal what she was doing to cope with her depression, but
Margaret’s two surviving sons born with Pierre interceded. (She also had
another son with Fred Kemper, Kyle, who was born in 1984.) 

“I was finally taken to a hospital on a gurney,” she said, “which is how
most of us make it” (if we end up being saved from killing ourselves).

“The doctor there said to me: ‘You can go home if you want – and com-
plete the job of killing yourself.’ “ Instead, she explained, “I got really
helped. I was in the hospital for a while.”

It was there that Margaret said she was given instruction in cognitive
therapy, which is “the best therapy you can get”. 

“It was like moving from the dark side of the street to the sunny side of
the street,” she noted.

Margaret came to the realization that “you have a choice; you can keep
making decisions. You have to put your energy into winning the battle.”

As a result of her sticking with  cognitive therapy, she now says that she
enjoys “a feeling of permanence – that you’re a part of your family, your
workplace, your community.”

“I got back my faith,” Margaret said – “that God is love”. 
Also, for a time Margaret threw herself into helping bring about water

sanitation projects for  African communities. She now says she no longer
does that, but devotes herself to her grandchildren.

What was her advice for others suffering from depression? “The biggest
block in accepting a diagnosis is denial – saying that I don’t have a prob-
lem. The first time you have a depression, you can nip it in the bud.

“I don’t take medication any more,” she said, in ending her remarks. “I’m
not manic any more because I’m simply not going there.”

Margaret Trudeau
(Continued from page 3.)

ALYSSA COHEN
finished first in Classical
Guitar Solo, Romantic
Composers and 20/21st Century
Composers at the Grade 7
Level.
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Imagine, for a minute, that you’re throwing
an open house for a children’s sports team.
You’ve invited a lot of people. You don’t

know them all. 
Yet, you’re the host. It’s a beautiful, sunny

warm day. You’ve set up your yard for a party.
The lemonade and cookies are out, the welcome
banner is flapping in the breeze.

As people drift up your sidewalk, you see
they’re nervous or ill at ease. “Welcome!” you say, and your family smiles
at them. “Come on in. Join us.” 

You offer them food and drink. Then, you ask guests gentle, kind ques-
tions. “How long has your kid been playing soccer with our team?” or
“Where does your kid go to school?” “Have you met our dog?” and so on.

Before long, you’ve learned new things about these strangers. You’ve
made a few connections. As other people join the party, you lead a parent,
Gabriel, over to talk to Morley, who shares Gabriel’s interests in dog train-
ing or hockey. You help all these people to relate to one another. Then, they
can begin friendships. Soon, they will be hosting the next encounter–for
their new friends and acquaintances.

Many people are rusty at this kind of face-to-face socializing. In the
social media age, we “friend” people online long before we meet in person.
We’re more likely to chat online than we are to approach strangers in per-
son. It’s a cultural shift that can make people feel more awkward and self-
conscious when they actually get together in person.

If you’ve never moved from one community to another, you’ve got fam-
ily and friends built in–people who likely knew you in kindergarten or as a
teenager with acne. These are long-time friends. 

You don’t have to do any work to know them. Why bother meeting new
people? 

…because we’re obligated as Jews to be hospitable. It’s our obligation to
make new connections with others! (Both Jews and non-Jews) 

I recently heard a great story about a Passover Seder. A young Jewish
woman from Indiana was studying and working in London, and alone for
the holiday. She followed the Twitter feed of London-based CNN reporter
James D. Masters. He tweeted and asked if anyone needed a Seder to
attend. Samantha J. Gross, an intern with the Evening Standard, respond-
ed. She thought he was offering to find her a spot somewhere at a commu-
nity event. 

Instead, he and his wife picked her up, and brought her home, to a Pesach
table with grandparents and the kind of family love and embrace that real-
ly moved her. (To tears, although she claimed it was horseradish!)

Shaarey Zedek is sponsoring a special speaker this weekend named Dr.
Ron Wolfson. I could claim that I’d read everything he’s written (Nope, not
true). I could boast that my mom has taken classes with him (True) and that
he’s spoken at my parents’ Virginia congregation. (True.) I could mention
that he’s collaborated with Rabbi Larry Hoffman (True) who came to speak

at Temple Shalom recently (True), and whose daughter went to summer
camp with me long ago. (True.) However, none of that background or
Jewish geography matters.

What matters is that Dr. Wolfson is coming here. You should go hear him
speak. Why?

What he teaches is a profoundly Jewish message. It’s about building rela-
tionships and connections that might be new, and take work. 

For many Jews, going to shul is like going home–and the people there are
your family and friends, you’ve known them forever. 

It takes no work to relate to them. 
However, our society is transient. There are a lot of newcomers at every

congregation. We need to do both the right thing and the Jewish thing, and
practice “audacious hospitality.”

What’s that? Well, in Genesis 18:1-18, there’s a story that is uniquely
ours. Abraham and Sarah are in their tent when three strangers walk by.
Abraham rushes out to them, welcomes them in, and with Sarah’s help, he
helps them wash and offers them food and hospitality. 

Abraham knows what it is to be a traveler, and to be hot, tired and hun-
gry. 

He knows that he should reach out, it’s the right thing to do.
The strangers (angels) bring messages to them. One is that even though

they’re old, Sarah will have a child, and that Abraham will become the
patriarch to a great and populous nation.

The message is clear. It’s incumbent upon us to be like Abraham and
Sarah, and like James D. Masters’ family, too. We need to welcome others,
build real relationships with them, and offer them our (Jewish) hospitality.
This may make all the difference. Will we be Abraham’s ‘great… nation’
or lose Judaism to assimilation?

Ten years ago, I was invited to participate in an interfaith “green” reli-
gious service. The interim Anglican priest who ran the service bumped into
me at the farmer’s market a few days later. I thanked her for the opportu-
nity, and invited her to my Shabbat table. 

That was her very first dinner invitation in Bowling Green, Kentucky,
and the start of many more happy hours at my table and hers. 

We are still good friends. She told me that it figured that a Jewish person
would be first to “invite her in,” as Abraham and Sarah did.

This pastor (and friend) both reminded me and taught me more about my
obligation to be hospitable as a Jew. 

Please come to hear Dr. Wolfson speak April 28-30 at Shaarey Zedek
about “Relational Judaism: Building a Culture of Welcoming.” Abraham
knew how to do this. It’s high time we did, too.

Are you behind in reading Joanne’s old columns? Joanne Seiff is the
author of a new book– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns 2015-
2016. 

This column collection is now available for digital download, or as a
paperback from Amazon. See more about her on her blog: www.joanne-
seiff. blogspot.com.

Building Relationships – it’s our job

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Joanne Seiff
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Israel newsTemple Shalom .... A welcoming,
dynamic community that lives Judaism

It’s been a pleasure throughout the past months connecting with our congregants as
well as with people from other congregations. We had a wonderful Shabbat Across
Canada event in early March at the Rady Centre with participants from Temple
Shalom, Etz Chaim and Shaarey Zedek synagogues as well as guests from the com-
munity. Rabbi Bill Tepper and Cantor Len Udow conducted the Shabbat Service in
the Berney Theatre, and then hundreds of us gathered for the meal and a panel dis-
cussion. What fun!

That same weekend many of us attended the wonderful presentations at Limmud,
which is always an opportunity to hear speakers from across Canada and from our
community. I was amazed to hear that the first synagogue in Winnipeg, back in the
1880s, was a Reform congregation! Who knew?

And of course we also held our annual Purim Shpiel, this time with a Broadway
show tunes flavour – it was a big hit. Last week the Temple Shalom Community Seder
was well-attended and much appreciated. Yet to come: our annual Shoah Memorial
Service on April 28th, at which we will be featuring our Holocaust Torah scroll. This
thoughtful, moving service is well worth attending.

We’ve also begun planning for the Community Shavuot celebration on May 30th at
Etz Chaim, organized by Temple Shalom, Shaarey Zedek and Etz Chaim – another
great meal, followed by breakout sessions with Rabbis, Cantors, and learned members
of our community, plus lots of children’s activities throughout the evening.

There are many ways to become involved in the regular cycle of Jewish community
life. It’s rewarding, enriching and fun – please come out to see who we are and how
we contribute to the Jewish community by gathering in song and prayer (and food!). 

...Live your Judaism at Temple Shalom

Fri, Apr 28 7:30 Shabbat Shoah Memorial Service lay led by Sherry Wolfe
Elazar, Ruthie Soudack Maman with Cantor Len Udow

Sat, Apr 29 12noon Yoga Shalom
Fri, May 5 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Seema Schachter with 

Cantor Len Udow
Sat, May 6 12noon Yoga Shalom
Wed, May 10 1:30pm Health & Well Being Program
Fri, May 12 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Linda Freed with 

Cantor Len Udow
Sat, May 13 12noon Yoga Shalom
Sun, May 14 10:30am Last day of Irma Penn School of Jewish Learning
Wed, May 17 4:30pm Last day of Irma Penn School of Jewish Learning - 

Hebrew
Fri, May 19 8pm Friday Night Live Shabbat Service lay led by Sherry 

Wolfe-Elazar with Cantor Len & the FNL Band
Sat, May 20 12noon Yoga Shalom
Fri, May 26 7pm AGM

7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led with Cantor Len Udow
Sat, May 27 12noon Yoga Shalom
Tue, May 30 Erev Shavuot Celebration at Etz Chayim
Fri, June 2 7:30pm Young Peoples’ Service with Rabbi Tepper & Cantor Len
Sat, June 3 12noon Yoga Shalom
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A Different Kind of Tour
By SIMONE 
COHEN
SCOTT

Last summer in
Winnipeg I
learned about an
o r g a n i z a t i o n
called Christian
Friends of Israeli
Com-munities. I
found it interest-
ing and thought
I’d like to have
my friends in
Jerusalem know
about it too. So I
got together a lit-
tle soiree, and
invited the
C . F . O . I . C .
Director, Sondra
Baras, to come speak to them. She very graciously accepted my invita-
tion, and addressed my friends on the topic of Christian support of Israel
and specifically Judea and Samaria – the nature of those who support the
organization, and how Jews and Christians are coming together on Israel.

As it happened, she was running a tour for their Christian supporters
just a week after my little event, and invited me to join them on a few of
the days. I jumped at the chance, and went along on three of their 12 days.
There was one other Jewish woman; otherwise the bus was loaded with
around 20 Christians of diverse backgrounds, countries, and perspectives.
One woman brought her teen-age daughter.

No particular denomination was represented, but one thing they did
have in common: They were all Old Testament Christians. By that I mean
they all knew their Bibles, and by virtue of knowing their Bibles, they
were all passionate about Israel and about visiting the places where Bible
stories actually happened. As I got to know them better I was fascinated
to learn that each had come to this place in their faith by a unique route.
One man, from Wales, had been given a book when he was eight, entitled
“The Five Chimneys”. From that moment to this he became an avid pro-
tector of Jews. A Pastor’s wife, whose husband is invited to preach in
churches all over the United States, tells each congregation about Israel
first, before her husband even climbs into the pulpit. Another one of the
women told me her church was not affiliated with any larger group, that
they were Spirit-filled and prayed in ‘tongues’. Since one of my degrees
was in Comparative Religion, I recognized this was of the Holy Roller
genre, the Azuza Street revival type of thing.

By the way, no one told me I had to believe anything their way. They
were just pleased to have me along. As it happens, I believe the Bible is
God’s user manual for the planet, so we saw eye to eye in many respects.
We boarded the bus and headed south out of Jerusalem, on the Hevron
Road, which actually leads to Beit Lechem. For safety reasons we didn’t
go too close to Beit Lechem (Bethlehem). Even the Christian population
is leaving there for some reason. But just south, with the Dead Sea to the
East, we came to our first stop – Tekoa. This community was founded in
1977 by olim from the Soviet Union. Later joined by sabras and immi-
grants from other countries, it has become a diversified little community
of 575 families, running the gamut of ultra religious to secular and every-
thing in between. 

Here, I was struck by a very telling contrast. We first went to see the
nursery school - darling children of all shades of skin tone. (I say this as
an esthetician.) They sang to us and prayed for us. One little sweetheart
was proud to tell us he was born in Australia, identifying himself with
one of the tourists. Of course, they were all plied with crayons and sto-
rybooks and handmade items. The contrast I refer to is that from there we
immediately went to the security cubicle. In a tiny room that had a desk
and two chairs, we took turns peeking in. Twenty-four seven there is a
person sitting at the desk, eyes glued to two surveillance cameras. This
didn’t used to be the case. They used to watch the area with eyeballs only.
Thank one of these touring benefactors for the new technology. The view
is gorgeous, lush green - excellent camouflage for a prowler. What
they’re watching for is something moving, perhaps that lone terrorist.
Before cameras, just patrolling with trucks, they would have  had their
time taking down someone intent on evil. I’m happy they have cameras
now.

Why do people live there you ask? Because, without this community of
‘watchers’ and others like them, the area would be wilderness, wide open
to Jerusalem. This community, Tekoa, guards the southern approach to
Jerusalem. They have there a film taken from an in-car camera that shows
from inside the car, a stone thrower successfully targeting a windshield.
These stones, by the way, are from smashed concrete and their diameter
from the ground reaches a man’s shinbone. There can also be shooters on
the commute to work. Nevertheless, the

Tekoa - a settlement in Judeah founded by olim
from the Soviet Union in 1977, now home to 575
families. There is also a very sophisticated secu-
rity system there, thanks to a donation from a
Christian tourist.

Continued on next page.
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Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Modern Yiddish poetry is only about 100 years old. It

flourished in Eastern Europe, America, the Soviet Union
and Israel. The new Israeli bilingual anthology “Louder
Than Fear I Shall Sing” (Jerusalem, 2016) collected poet-
ry by 35 Yiddish poets (most of the translations were pre-
viously published). The anthology is usable as an intro-
duction to the field, yet it feels too conservative and
emphasizes the superiority of Zionism to diaspora nation-
alism, and Hebrew to Yiddish. Perhaps the too many good
poets the anthology excludes had a different more sub-
versive approach. 

Jewish and Arab Israelis do not want to live
in same neighborhoods, survey finds

JERUSALEM (JTA) – A majority of Jewish and Arab
Israelis feel comfortable living in Israel as “who they are,”
but do not think they should live together in the same
neighborhoods, according to a new survey. 

The second annual Pluralism Index, released
Wednesday by the The Jewish People Policy Institute, or
JPPI, also found that a majority of Jews think secular and
religious Jews should live together, but not secular and
haredi Orthodox Jews. It is the self-identified most secu-
lar groups that most objected to the idea of living togeth-
er. 

The index, according to JPPI President Avinoam Bar-
Yosef, “shows once again that the greatest success of the
Jewish state is the integration of Diaspora Jews, from
more than 90 different countries, in one thriving society.
They wish to live together, form families together, and
build a common future.” 

“The fact that many Arabs living in the Jewish state
define their primary identity as Israeli and feel comfort-
able and at home in Israel is very encouraging. Having
said that, there is still much to be done to ensure full
equality.” 

Meanwhile, a significant majority of Muslim Arabs and
the vast majority, or more than 90 percent, of Christian
Arabs in Israel do not think it is wise for their respective
groups to live together, according to the index. 

“What is worrying is that what we see here is that in
Israel, basically the majority is happy, but they are not
ready to live together. So you have a few groups that feel
at home here but separately,” Bar-Yosef told JTA. 

“Pluralism in Israel is different than pluralism in the
Diaspora Jewish communities because you have a new
kind of identity that is based on Judaism, but it’s also
influenced by having a Jewish state.”

Jews in this com-
munity believe that

raising families in the biblical heartland is the meaning
they want to give their lives.

Our next stop was Hevron. Oddly, it’s Beit Lechem
Road that leads to Hevron, and Hevron Road that leads to
Beit Lechem but, oh well. Hevron was the first piece of
real estate purchased by a Jew in the Land of Israel.
Thirty-seven hundred years ago, Abraham bought the
Cave of Machpela and the surrounding field, so he’d have
a place to bury Sarah. He paid a lot of money so his
descendants would have the right to be buried there, for-
ever. Thus, as our other patriarchs and matriarchs died,
they too were buried at Machpela - all except Rachel, who
died in childbirth. Rachel is buried near Beit Lechem, but
Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob and Leah are all buried
in the Cave of Machpela. Later, King David ruled Judeah
from Hevron until he moved his capital 28 kilometres
north to Jerusalem. Then, in 1929, the entire Jewish com-
munity of Hevron,was massacred.

The Cave of Machpela is actually a double cave. The
structure over it was built during the Second Temple
Period by King Herod. According to the guide book “The
uniquely impressive building is the only one in the world
that still stands intact and still fulfils its original function
after thousands of years.” Each of us found a private cor-
ner and spent a few minutes in silent prayer. Several years
ago  artifacts from the Early Israelite Period some 30 cen-
turies ago in the caves were discovered. “No Johnnys-
come-lately,” as one of my new Christian friends pointed
out.

And that was just the first day......

Continued from previous page.



By MYRON LOVE
On the third day of our

JNF tour of Israel, the
group of 19 of us (nine
of whom were from
Winnipeg) stopped off at
the Meggido Regional
High School to learn
about the school’s
Winnipeg connection. 

The school (or at least
an earlier version of it)
was where community
leader Tova Vickar went
to high school. 

As happened to many
children of traumatized
Holocaust survivors in
Israel’s early days, Tova
Vickar was raised inde-
pendently of her parents
on a kibbutz – Ramat
Hashofet in the Jezreel
Valley. “I had a fantastic
upbringing there,” she
recalled in an earlier
interview. 

After serving in the IDF, Tova came to Winnipeg to visit relatives. While
here, she met Larry and the rest – as they say – is history.

In the fall of 2014, Tova Vickar returned with her family to Israel and, for
the first time since she left Israel 43 years ago, she went back to her old
high school – Megiddo Regional High School (formerly the Harei Efrayim
School) - on Kibbutz Ein Hashofet.

“It was an unbelievable experience,” Tova said. “Everybody I went to
school with was there. The organizers brought all 35 of my former class-
mates back for the day. I don’t know how they got them all together.”

And the Vickar family has left the school a generous thank-you gift of
their own – funding through the Jewish National Fund/Keren Keyemet for
the new Tova Vickar Education and Special Skills Centre. 

The new centre, which was opened in September, 2015, is both an arts
center and a center for education and life skills for pupils with special
needs. The learning centre was built on a site formerly occupied by old
children’s houses. 

Our group was ushered into the teachers’ staffroom where we were greet-
ed by the school principal and Zev Kedem, a former Jewish National Fund
shaliach in Winnipeg who has just retired (as of the beginning of April) as
the KKL/JNF’s director of fundraising.

Meggido Regional High School, we were told, is the only regional school
in the area, and students come from  nine kibbutzim, three moshavim and
one town nearby. 

Some students also come from the nearby Druze village of Dalyiat Al
Carmel. Between 10-15 percent of the school’s 852 students have special
educational needs including learning disabilities, or social and emotional

difficulties. 
The auditorium seats 212 and has a high quality video and sound system.

The room is accessible for people with special needs, including wheelchair
accessible entrances and passageways.

The Learning Centre and Life Skills Centre are just a short walk away
from the auditorium. The Learning Centre consists of 80 small classrooms
which each accommodate a maximum 16 students in need of specialized
learning programs and personalized assistance. 

The Life Skills Centre has five small classrooms with round tables
around which students sit together and participate in workshops aimed to
boost their confidence.

Affixed both to the outside of the auditorium and the Learning Centre are
plaques with a photo of Tova Vickar and a recounting of her relationship to
the school.

The Vickar Family has committed to funding the Learning and Life Skills
Centres for the first five years after which the Municipality will carry on
funding the program.

Palestinian sisters crossing into Israel for cancer 
treatment caught smuggling explosives

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Two Palestinian sisters attempting to cross into
Israel from the Gaza Strip so that one could receive cancer treatment were
caught smuggling explosives. 

The explosives, used in the production of homemade bombs, were hid-
den in tubes carried by the women labeled “medical materials,” the Shin
Bet security service said in a statement issued Wednesday evening, hours
after the women were stopped at the Erez Crossing. 

The sisters were approved for entry into Israel
so that one could receive potentially life-saving
treatment for her illness. 

According to the Shin Bet statement, a prelim-
inary investigation showed that the explosives
were sent by Hamas be used in a terrorist attack
on Israeli targets in the “near future.” 

The incident “attests to the ongoing efforts by
terrorist organizations based in the Gaza Strip,
especially Hamas, to exploit Israel’s humanitar-
ian initiatives and the medical assistance that it
provides to residents of the Gaza Strip, in order
to perpetrate attacks in Israel,” the Shin Bet said. 

The women are being held for questioning. 
Defense Ministry Crossings Authority

Director Brig.-Gen. (ret.) Kamil Abu Rokon
praised the Erez Crossing security inspectors for
thwarting the smuggling bid. 

“To our regret, it has been proven again that
Gaza Strip-based terrorists are continuing their
efforts to exploit the humanitarian channel in
order to carry out attacks in Israel,” he said in a
statement. “The security inspectors acted exact-
ly as expected, with exemplary professional-
ism.” 
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JNF tour group visits Meggido Regional High School, 
sees first-hand Vickar family contributions

Plaque dedicated to Tova Vickar at
entrance to auditorium

The new auditorium in the school built with funding from the Vickar
family. Photo by Alan Ross, Regina
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Jerry Maslowsky Tribute Concerts - April 13 & 14
On April 13 and 14 the Berney Theatre played

host to two sold-out performances of a collec-
tion of Yiddish and Hebrew songs played in
memory of the late Jerry Maslowsky.

Organized by former Winnipegger Casey
Chisick, the shows featured individuals who all
had some connection with Jerry. Most of the
performers either performed with him in the
Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble or were
members of  “Special Blend”, the band that first
brought Jerry fame on the wedding - bar/bat
mitzvah circuit.

Proceeds from both concerts were donated to
Variety, the children’s charity, for which Jerry
was executive director until his untimely death
last September.

We have a video of Shayla Fink, Kinzey
Posen, Myron Schultz and Casey Chisick giving
a spirited rendition of “Romania” on our website
in the videos category.

DAVID GALE and 
LESLEY CORNE WOLMAN

TRACY KASNER GREAVES and 
CASEY CHISICK

SHAYLA FINK and 
KINZEY POSEN

MYRON SCHULTZ (left) and 
CASEY CHISICK

HILLEL SOMMER Keith Levit photo

JEFFREY DOLOVITCH Keith Levit photo HARVEY CHOCHINOV Keith Levit photo

(l-r): KINZEY POSEN, CASEY CHISICK, 
DAVID GALE, ARTHUR LIFFMAN Keith Levit photo

(l-r): TRACY KASNER GREAVES, SHAYLA FINK, LESLEY
CORNE WOLMAN, MIRIAM BRONSTEIN, DAVID GALE, CASEY
CHISICK, ARTHUR LIFFMAN  

Community news
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By BERNIE BELLAN

The small but growing Yazidi community
in Winnipeg put on a fabulous event
Wednesday, April 19 that combined a

celebration of their New Year with a deep
expression of gratitude to the many groups that
have stepped forward in aid of Yazidi refugees
through what has become known as Operation
Ezra.

It was less than three years ago that the world’s
attention was brought to bear on the plight of the
Yazidis, thousands of whom were trapped on a
mountain known as Sinjar in northwestern Iraq.
At the time the forces of ISIS had surrounded
this long-persecuted community with the inten-
tion of either wiping most of its members out –
as happened with many of the men, or enslaving
them, as happened with many of the women.

In time, as a result of the tireless efforts of
Nafiya Naso, a Yazidi who herself had arrived in
Manitoba some years back with her family, sev-
eral members of the Jewish community began to
organize on behalf of Yazidi refugees, the major-
ity of whom are located in Turkey.

In the summer of 2015 the first steps toward
organizing Operation Ezra took shape, led by
individuals such as Michel Aziza, Yolanda
Papini-Pollock, and Belle Jarniewski. Fund rais-
ing began in earnest and it was announced that
the goal was to help resettle a number of Yazidi
families in Winnipeg.

In the fall of 2015 the Jewish Federation lent
its organizing capability to the effort and a vari-
ety of other Jewish organizations began to con-
tribute support, including Jewish Child &
Family Service, which began accepting contri-
butions on behalf of Operation Ezra.

That effort has become a tremendous success. To date, over $400,000 has
been raised by Operation Ezra, 35 Yazidi refugees from six different fami-
lies have been brought here (with a seventh on the way and expected to be
here by the time this is published), and plans are in place to bring three
more families within the next year.

Also taking a lead role in Operation Ezra more recently have been Anita
Neville Lorne Weiss (representing Shaarey Zedek Congregation), and
Wendy Erlanger.

At the Yazidi New Year celebration, which was held in the Unitarian
Universal Church on Wellington Crescent, representatives of the many
groups that have participated in Operation Ezra were on hand. 

Following some welcoming remarks by Nafiya Naso, her uncle, Khudher
Naso, delivered a blessing. Anyone Jewish who was listening to Mr. Naso’s
words would have noted the distinct resemblance to the Aramaic language

of the Kaddish.
Not only that, when

Nafiya Naso
explained the signifi-
cance of the Yazidi New Year, several references that she made were star-
tlingly reminiscent of Jewish traditions. For instance, Nafiya explained, the
Yazidi New Year takes place on the third Wednesday of the Yazidi month
of “Nissan” – the same name for the same month in the Hebrew calendar.

As well, in the Yazidi tradition, their principal deity, the “Peacock Angel”
(known as “Tawsi Melek”) descends to Earth on the Yazidi New Year to
make the rounds of Yazidi homes. According to Nafiya, Tawsi Melek is
able to identify those homes by the red roses that adorn those homes. (Does
that remind you of the Angel of Death descending upon the Egyptians to
smite their first born but sparing Hebrew homes because they have blood
smeared on the door post?)

Not only does the Yazidi faith have elements of Judaism, apparently the
Christian tradition of colouring eggs for Easter emanates from the Yazidis,
as the New Year feast held on April 19 had tables with displays of brightly
painted eggs. (And – while we’re on the subject of religions borrowing
from one another, during the course of my doing some further research for
this article as a result of some of the fascinating things I learned about the
Yazidi faith on April 19, I discovered that the name “Easter” is actually
derived from “Ishtar”, the ancient Assyrian goddess of fertility. Hence the
connection to eggs on Easter.)

But, enough of all that. Following Khuder Naso’s blessing, Anita Neville
took to the podium to give an accounting of just how far Operation Ezra
has come since it began less than two years ago. 

“I do want to thank the Yazidi community for allowing us into their lives
and enriching our lives,” Neville said. She also acknowledged the support
that the Government of Canada has given to resettling Yazidi refugees here
(separate and beyond what private aid efforts such as Operation Ezra have
accomplished). Neville described the Government of Canada’s support as
“extraordinary”.

In closing, Neville said she wanted to thank the many organizations and
companies that have contributed resources to Operation Ezra, including:
Jewish Child & Family Service (represented that evening by Executive
Director Al Benarroch); the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg (represented by
CEO Elaine Goldstine); Shaarey Zedek Congregation (represented by
Lorne Weiss); Salvation Army; Temple Shalom; Kings Fellowship;
National Council of Jewish Women: Bridges for Peace; Rady JCC; Sharp
Dental Clinic; IKEA; Canadian Footwear; Richlieu Manufacturing;
Midwest Quilting; CrownCap; Gray Academy; and the Manitoba
Multifaith Council. (We apologize if any names have been left out.)

One final word: The food was fantastic – as another well-known figure
might have described it: “It was fantastic! Huge! The greatest!” Also, the
food was served only by men – now that’s something I’d like to see at a
bar mitzvah!

Yazidi community expresses gratitude for Operation Ezra

KHUDHER NASO delivers a blessing while
his niece, NAFIYA NASO stands by.

One of the driving forces behind Operation
Ezra, ANITA NEVILLE, thanks all the orga-
nizations and businesses that have lent sup-
port to the effort.

Some of the more than 100 guests who helped
the Yazidi community here celebrate its New
Year on April 19 at the Unitarian Universalist
Church

Representing Bridges for Peace were DON
and VICTORIA JAMES.
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JAMILEH NASO with some of the Yazidi
children who come with their parents

The Naso siblings who coordinate the pro-
gram among the Yazidis: (l-r): JAMILEH,
JAMAL, and NAFIYA 

(l-r): student SAFYA MAROO, volunteer
JANE ENKIN, student MUNIFA HAJI, and
volunteer  JULIE SODOMSKY

volunteer
JUSTIN
JARON

LEWIS (left)
with student

NAYYEF
YOUSIF

(l-r): volunteer  DENISE OMMANE, stu-
dents MUNIFA HUSSEIN and LAILA
MISHKO, and volunteer  SUSAN TURNER

Temple Shalom serves as weekly home for Yazidis learning English
By BERNIE BELLAN

One of the many Jewish organizations that has
lent considerable assistance to the six Yazidi
families, as well as other Yazidis who had been
here prior to the onset of Operation Ezra, has
been Temple Shalom.

Every Thursday evening for the past three
months from 30-40 Yazidi refugees have been
coming to Temple Shalom for an hour and a half
each week to study English. Helping them in that
effort have been from 12-15 volunteers, most of
whom are from our Jewish community.

This English as an Additional Language pro-
gram began at the initiative of Michel Aziza and
Nafiya Naso. Helping Nafiya each week have
been her younger sister, Jamileh, and younger
brother, Jamal.

While the adults, including several teenagers,
work on improving their English language skills,
the younger children are looked after in a sepa-
rate room.

It’s not only English language skills that vol-
unteers help Yazidi attendees improve. Volunteer
Moses Sodomsky, who has experience teaching
math, was helping a couple of Yazidi teens with
their math while I was there.

The program not only provides an opportunity
for Canadians to provide support for Yazidis, it
encourages both groups to learn from one anoth-
er about their respective cultures.

I asked Nafiya Naso whether any more volun-
teers are needed at this point to help teach
English to Yazidis. Nafiya answered that the pro-
gram has enough volunteers, but if anyone
would like to contribute to Operation Ezra in
another way they could contact either her at
nafiya_naso@hotmail.com or Michel Aziza at
michel.aziza08@gmail.com.

Winnipeg Interfaith Passover Seder Brings People Together
By TEVY PILC
Staff Writer/
Researcher, B’nai
Brith Canada

There’s a passage in
the Haggadah that we
read at the Passover
seder called “Ha lach-
ma anya,” which
begins the telling of
the Passover story
with a proclamation
that everyone is invit-
ed to join and partici-
pate in the festivities.

This welcoming
environment was
extended to people of
all faiths and religions
as the Midwest Region of B’nai Brith Canada held it’s 22nd annual Interfaith
Model Passover Seder at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue in Winnipeg on April
4, 2017.

Over 100 people attended the sold-out event, including members from the
First Nations Family Worship Centre, Deaf Fellowship, Westworth United
Church, Augustine United Church, Bethel Mennonite Church, Faith Temple,
Holy Family Ukrainian Catholic Church, Calgary Temple, Truth and Life
Worship Centre, Universalist Church, and also quite a few Jewish Community
members, including some from the BB Yachad Couples Unit.

“We had an incredible response and great turnout”, said event organizer
Adriana Glikman, B’nai Brith Canada Winnipeg Region Programming
Coordinator. “It was meaningful to share our Jewish traditions in an intercul-
tural event that reflected diversity and inclusiveness.”

Leading the seder were Rabbi Alan Green and Cantor Anibal Mass of
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

“It is events like this that help promote an understanding among people of
different faiths and cultural backgrounds,” said Pastor Calvert Layne, who
served as the event’s Chair. “It allows us to listen to each other and dialogue
even when we don’t always agree. It also gives us an opportunity to include
people with physical, mental or psychological disabilities who would other-
wise be marginalized.”

“The Interfaith Passover Seder was definitely an enriching experience for
our group,” added Pastor Raymond McLean of the First Nations Family
Worship Centre. ”For some, it was their first time every being in a synagogue
and seeing and touching a Torah scroll. Our group afterwards expressed how
joyous it was to participate in a Jewish Passover Seder. For those who have
yet to visit Israel, they said they could taste it as the atmosphere in the hall was
filled with Hebrew songs and prayers.”

Representing B’nai Brith Canada, EARL
BARISH welcomes attendees to the seder.

CHERYL BARISH lights the candles as invited guests representing
a host of different churches and groups look on.
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Jane’s Walk May 7
Jewish Winnipeg: A Historical North End Perspective

Led by 
Zach Fleisher

Ed. note: Two years
ago Zack Fleisher led
a group of walkers on
what turned out to be a
fascinating tour of
some parts of the
North End that have
great significance for
our Jewish community,
including the Chesed
Shel Emes, the
A s h k e n a z i e
Synagogue, the very
first Talmud Torah,
and Gunn’s Bakery -
among others.

Once again, Zach will be taking anyone interested on the same
walk.

Here is a description of the walk from the Jane’s Walk website:

May 7, 2017, 11:00 AM, 1 Hour
Starting at the CPR Station at 181 Higgins, this tour will take

attendees through a tour of what life was like in the North End,
from a Jewish historical perspective. At its peak, it’s believed that
over 15,000 Jews, primarily from Ukraine, Poland and Russia,
called the North End home. While the area hasn’t seen a signifi-
cant Jewish population in generations, the many buildings and
sites that were historically relevant remain, along with a number
of key cultural institutions. This walk takes people across these
paths, from disembarking from the train through parks, syna-
gogues, cultural halls and small businesses. Learn about the his-
torical connections to progressive politics and European culinary
delicacies, while taking in the walkable and extremely tight knit
urban geography of what was once a 20th century haven for new
immigrants from across Europe.

Zach Fleisher (in baseball cap) in
front of the old C.P.R. station at the
outset of a Jane’s Walk in 2015 that
took participants on a tour of some
parts of the Jewish North End.

US Justice Department charges
teen over JCC bomb threats

(JNS.org) The U.S. Justice Department
filed criminal charges Friday against an
Israeli-American teenager who is accused
of making more than 150 bomb threats
against Jewish institutions in early 2017,
stoking fears of rising anti-Semitism. 

A delegation of Jewish leaders with U.S.
Attorney General Jeff Sessions March 30,
2017, at the Department of Justice. Credit:
JCC Association of North America.

“Today’s charges into these violent
threats to Jewish Community Centers and
others represent this department’s com-
mitment to fighting all forms of violent
crime,” U.S. Attorney General Jeff
Sessions said.

The 18-year-old suspect, whose identity
remains under gag order, was arrested in
March in the southern Israeli city of
Ashkelon following a joint investigation
by American and Israeli authorities. 

The teen has been charged with 28
counts of making threatening phone calls
and divulging false information to police.
The suspect also allegedly issued threaten-
ing phone calls during the past three years
to institutions in Canada, Australia and
New Zealand.

According to the Israel Police, the
teenager is suspected of issuing a bomb
threat to Delta Airlines in February 2015,
causing an emergency landing.

Community news

The Jewish Learning Institute has announced the next two sessions in its
lecture series, titled “Kosher Night Out!” Both lectures will be followed by
“delicious buffets to nourish mind, body and spirit”, according to the JLI.

The Jewish Learning Institute is the adult education arm of Chabad-
Lubavitch and a partner agency of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. As
the preeminent provider of adult Jewish learning in Winnipeg, JLI's mis-
sion is to make Jewish learning accessible and personally meaningful to
every Jew, regardless of background or affiliation.

On Wednes-
day, May 3,
the lecture will
be titled
“ J e r u s a l e m
Uncovered”. It
will be present-
ed by archaeol-
o g i s t . . . a n d
rabbi, “the
Jewish Indiana
Jones” - Rabbi
A v r o h o m
Stolik. 

Stolik has received wide acclaim as a biblical archaeological scholar. In
the presentation, he will share his extensive knowledge of Jewish history,
biblical analysis and his passion for archaeology. The unique presentation
will include imagery, diagrams and videos that can benefit anyone, whether
he or she has been to Israel before or has any background in history or
archaeology.

According to material on the Chabad website, the lecture will focus on
recent archeological discoveries made in Israel that provide ample evi-
dence for”the biblical story and for the Jewish claim to Israel  even for
those who have a hard time believing.”

The lecture promises to give “an archaeological refutation of the acade-
mic critics who deny Israel’s historic connection between the Jewish peo-
ple and their ancient homeland.”

Following the lecture, which will begin at 7:30 pm, attendees will be
treated to “scotch & kabobs

On Wednes-
day, May 24,
the lecture will
be titled
“Shrek of a
Trek”, featur-
ing Academy
Award-nomi-
nated screen-
writer David N.
Weiss.

In material on
the Chabad
website, it says
that “Weiss has
written for some of Hollywood’s most endearing family films, from
Academy Award nominated features, “Shrek 2” & “Jimmy Neutron, Boy
Genius”, to the “Rugrats” movies”, “The Smurfs  and “Smurfs 2”. David’s
combined box office now exceeds $2.3 billion world-wide…if only he got
a percentage, his parents might forgive him for not being a doctor.”

Weiss’s life has taken a series of interesting twists. “From Jewish born to
Christian youth worker, to blockbusting screenwriter with a rich, Torah
observant lifestyle, David's hilarious and moving tale will help you find
that, at any point and at any time we can all take one step closer to reach-
ing our fullest potential,” says the Chabad website.

Following the lecture, which will also begin at 7:30 pm, atttendees will
be treated to “chips & dips”.

Lectures will be at the Jewish Learning Centre, 1845 Mathers Ave.
The cost to attend either lecture is $25. (Sponsorships are $180.)

To buy tickets go to 
www.chabadwinnipeg.org/kno

or phone 204-339-8737

Jewish Learning Institute presents: “Kosher Night Out!”
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By BERNIE BELLAN
The ever popular Jewish Film Festival is back again this year - with 20

different films that will be screened over an 18-day period.
Readers are invited to watch trailers for 19 of those films at

http://www.radyjcc.com/cultural-events/winnipeg-international-jewish-
film-festival.

In issues to come we will offer brief descriptions of each film. We will
also have reviews of some of those films, beginning here with two of the
films: Fanny’s Journey and 

Fanny’s Journey

This French-Belgian co-production tells the
true story of eight young Jewish children who
managed to escape to safety after first being sent
by their parents from Vichy-run France, later to
be forced to continue running from the Nazis as
one after another, their hiding places were no
longer safe.

Led by a very mature young girl by the name
of Fanny, the children were often bewildered by
what was happening to them but, through the
course of the film, develop a strong resilience
and solidarity with one another.

In some respects though - and it’s often the
case when a true story is told on film, it’s not
quite clear who some of the characters are or
what exactly is happening. In the case of
Fanny’s Journey, it won’t spoil the plot to read
something beforehand about the story.

There are several harrowing scenes during the
course of the film and it isn’t difficult to put one-
self in the place of the children as they confront
adults who are quite willing to turn them over
for what the adults know will likely be their cer-
tain deaths at the hands of the Nazis.

In some ways, however, this movie glosses
over what must have been the extreme hardships
the children endured while they were on the run.
The cinemaography is a little too beautiful, the
children are a little too tidy, and their escapes not
quite suspenseful enough for this film to be as
good as it might have been in the hands of a
director who wanted to convey the actual depri-
vations that the children must have suffered.

Who’s Gonna Love Me Now

This riveting Israeli documentary is an exam-
ple of the new style of documentary where the
subjects in the film behave as if they are com-
pletely unaware that they are on camera.

Who’s Gonna Love Me Now tells the story of
40-year-old Saar Manoz - an Israeli gay man
who has moved to London, England because his
religious Jewish family has not come to terms
with his homosexuality.

As the film opens we see Saar at his happiest,
when he is singing with the London Men’s Gay
Choir. We learn, however, that Saar is HIV-pos-

itive, and has been that way for 13 years. 
As the film develops we meet other people in Saar’s life, including some

of his gay friends, also members of his Israeli family, who all live on a reli-
gious kibbutz.

Early on it seems that there is no hope for reconciliation between Saar
and his family. His father is especially set in his beliefs and the fact that his
father has rejected him has impacted Saar more than anything else.

In time though attitudes within the family begin to soften, beginning with
his very compassionate mother, who visits Saar in London. The film chron-
icles a year in Saar’s life and tells a story that would be almost impossible
to believe if it weren’t true. This film is ultimately so uplifting - and
informing, that it will resonate tremendously with audiences of all types,
although probably more so with gay or Jewish ones.

Jewish Film Festival set to begin May 23rd



(“zeh” - “this” when referring to a male) is
supposed to have a bar mitzvah at 13 (“zu”
- the letters zayen and vav add up to 13),
and when you refer to a girl you say, “zu”

(“this” for a female) “zeh” (the letters zayin and hay, which add up to 12)
Thus, a girl should have a bat mitzvah at 12. Got that? I wonder if there are
numbers that don’t have a significance in gematria.)

In any event, I sat down with Rabbi Green in his study at Shaarey Zedek
recently to go over many aspects of his career here, including his arrival
over a quarter century ago to serve as the rabbi at the former Beth Israel
synagogue, his eventually becoming the principal rabbi at the Shaarey
Zedek 18 (“Chai”) years ago, and his impending retirement in 2018. Along
with all that, we found time to discuss Rabbi Green’s being the honouree
for this year’s Jewish National Fund Negev Gala.

This year’s Negev Gala honouree
After our brief foray into numerology, I asked Rabbi Green about the pro-

ject to which he has attached his name for this year’s Negev Gala, which is
a new museum of the Jewish people that is proposed to be built in Tel Aviv,
and which is actually the brainchild of the Asper Foundation. Apparently it
is not yet clear whether the museum will get the go-ahead from Tel Aviv
municipal authorities. I wondered, therefore, whether Rabbi Green had any
more knowledge of this project than what has been reported in various
media so far, which is that the museum is hardly a sure thing and that, in
fact, it has aroused a certain amount of opposition from certain Tel Aviv
politicians (primarily, from what I was able to read in a Haaretz article
about the project, because there already is a museum of the Jewish people
called “Bet Hatfusot”, located at Tel Aviv University, also because “outside
parties don’t usually decide how public land should be used and then try to
obtain the local government’s approval; the standard procedure is that first
the city approves plans, and then money is solicited from private donors”.)

Green admitted that he didn’t know anything about any controversy sur-
rounding the proposed museum, saying that he was drawn to the concept
behind this museum, which is to create something totally different marking
the history of the Jewish people than has ever been done before: “I just saw
the pamphlet, I loved the concept, I’m looking at Gail’s (Asper) track
record; she’s already built one museum. I admire her for taking on an even
bigger project in Israel. One museum in one lifetime is usually plenty.”

What appeals to Rabbi Green about this particular project, he said, was
that “I love the idea that maybe we’ve emerged far enough out of the shad-

ow of the Holocaust
that we can start to
have a different per-
spective on Jewish
life from the museum
point of view.

“We have lots and
lots of Holocaust
museums,” he sug-
gested, “which is
good and neces-
sary…but I think now
we’re far enough
away that we can start
to have a whole dif-
ferent perspective on
Jewish life – that it’s
so much more than
expulsions and
oppression and suffer-
ing and genocide, and
we can start to focus
on some of the amaz-
ing and brilliant con-
tributions we’ve made
to civilization down
through the ages.
There’s never been a
museum like that.”

Aside from his hav-
ing chosen the new
museum in Tel Aviv
as the project for
which he would like
this year’s Negev
Gala to donate funds,
I was curious about
something else asso-
ciated with the gala. I
asked Rabbi Green:
“Have you been
approached to be the

honouree before?”
I was surprised to hear that was not the case. “When Ariel (Karabelnicoff,

JNF Executive Director here) approached me and said ‘We’d like you to be
the JNF honouree this year, I was shocked actually. I hadn’t expected any-
thing like that. Given that most of the honourees are in a completely dif-
ferent status in the community and rabbis in general are not recognized that
way – I think the last time rabbis were recognized by the JNF was in
1983…That would have been Rabbi Rappaport and Rabbi Weitz man
together.”

I asked whether Ariel had said why he was asked to be the honouree this
year. 

“I think that the board felt it was time that I was recognized,” Rabbi
Green answered. - “partly because I’m not going to be around much
longer.”

Radical changes at the Shaarey Zedek in recent years
The conversation shifted to changes that have been made at the Shaarey

Zedek recently. I noted that I was working on a story about how few Jewish
weddings were being performed in Winnipeg synagogues these days
(which appeared in our last issue), also how many bar and bat mitzvahs
were being held at venues outside of synagogues. I said that I had been told
by Shaarey Zedek Executive Director Ian Staniloff though that there had
been a resurgence in the number of bar and bat mitzvahs being held at the
Shaarey Zedek.

“We’re doing much better with life cycle events these days,” Rabbi Green
responded, “because we’ve completely revamped our Shabbat morning
service. The b’nai mitzvah, which used to be three-hour affairs, are now
two hours. The service is much more lively, there’s much more interaction
and stimulation and relaxation. I think people want to have that kind of bar
mitzvah celebration and that’s something you don’t necessarily get outside
the synagogue.”

“By the way, I was told there was an Israeli bar mitzvah here this week-
end,” I said.

“Yes,” Rabbi Green confirmed - “one of the new Israeli families.”
“Russian Israeli?” I asked.
“Yes”, he answered.
I asked what his impression was of the Russian Israelis who have come

here insofar as their attitudes toward synagogue were concerned?
“Synagogue is not the first place they go to when they want to have a

Jewish experience,” Rabbi Green admitted. “This family though had a
breakthrough situation. They just decided they wanted to have a bar mitz-
vah in a synagogue for their son and they invited their friends. So they now
know what a bar mitzvah at Shaarey Zedek looks like and feels like. The
family was over the moon and everyone enjoyed it very, very much.”

Speaking of Russian Israelis who have been coming here en masse in
recent years, I wondered what impression Rabbi Green had of Winnipeg in
terms of how welcoming our Jewish community is? I noted that the accu-
sation is often leveled that our community is particularly cliquish and not
all that welcoming to newcomers. It was only at the very end of our inter-
view, however, that Rabbi Green commented about how comfortable a city
he has found Winnipeg to be.

I asked him about his having come from Los Angeles – and the coinci-
dence that he was trained by the late Rabbi Zalman Schachter, who also
spent a good many years in Winnipeg.

“I lived in Los Angeles most of my life and I met Reb Zalman actually in
Los Angeles,” Rabbi Green explained. “I studied with him at a distance and
I had occasional in-residence sessions with him when I could get away
from my job – as a student rabbi in L.A. At a certain point he decided that
I was ready to go so he ordained me, but that was after several years.”

Congregation has pushed for 
more liberal attitudes

During the time that Rabbi Green has lived in Winnipeg, I noted that the
Jewish population here had declined, but has evidently grown in recent
years as a result of the large scale Russian Israeli migration here. Still, I
observed that the steady decline in synagogue membership over the years
has not been reversed.

“No, I think we’re in a period of transition certainly,” Rabbi Green sug-
gested. “If you look at the other religions, they’re having the same thing
also that we are. The liberals are in decline, the fundamentalists are ascen-
dant. That’s true in Judaism also, but the pendulum keeps swinging. That’s
what’s going on now. I think that our congregants – and our potential con-
gregants, are calling for change. The Shaarey Zedek has begun to respond
to that call for change. People need a different kind of service than we had
for so many decades – and even for centuries. We’re finally starting to
serve the needs of Winnipeg Jewry in a way that no synagogue has served
them before.”

I noted that Shaarey Zedek has been the pacesetter in many ways,
whether it was by adding a wing to the cemetery where non-Jewish spous-
es of synagogue members could be buried or by performing gay marriage
ceremonies. I wrongly assumed, however, that Rabbi Green was also will-
ing to perform interfaith marriages.

He corrected me, explaining that he does-
n’t do that “and it’s not synagogue policy to

Rabbi Green
Continued from page 1.
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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do that. And yet,” he added,
“Matthew Leibl, who is on staff

here, does do interfaith marriages – outside of the synagogue”.
“If half of young Jews in this city are marrying non-Jews – that’s some-

thing we can’t ignore,” he said. “We can’t pretend it doesn’t exist. It would
greatly profit us to be further involved in those relationships.”

“Is that a subject for discussion now among the board or the members?”
I wondered.

“We haven’t started discussing it yet,” Rabbi Green answered, “but it’s
coming”.

“I won’t ask either Rabbis Altein what they think about it,” I wryly noted.
“What do you think about it?” Rabbi Green asked me.
“I think it’s great,” I answered. “You either go with it or you suffer the

consequences.”
“Yes, you have to march with the army you’ve got,” Rabbi Green sug-

gested.
I said that when it comes to the future of the Jewish community in gen-

eral, “I put a lot of stock in empirical evidence that shows what’s important
to young Jews is so much different than what was important to even our
own generation.” (Rabbi Green and I are both of the same generation, by
the way, although to my mind he looks perpetually youthful, especially
since he shaved his beard.)

“Autonomy is the new religion of this generation”
“What do you find in talking with young people? What areas of Judaism

still resonate with them?” I asked.
“I find that young people are much, much more universal these days,”

Rabbi Green said. “Their concerns about the Jewish future are much dif-
ferent than our concerns. A typical young person that I talk to feels that they
should be free to marry whomever and it doesn’t compromise their Jewish
identity. As far as raising the children, they have a relaxed attitude about
that…There’s a tremendous concern about autonomy. Autonomy, I think, is
the new religion of this generation.”

“There’s a positive side to this,” he continued. “In the past the boundaries
that separated people and religions were so rigid the result has been a lot of
ignorance, a lot of hatred, a lot of fear. This new generation is increasingly
immune from that. They don’t see these boundaries and consequently
there’s much less fear, much less ignorance, much more understanding –
across all kinds of boundaries – religious, ethnic, and national – and that
has a very positive aspect.

“The downside is we run the risk of all becoming vanilla. There aren’t
going to be the different flavours, the different richness of different cultures
and so on. And yet, I’m hopeful that this is just a rearrangement of the
boundaries and not a destruction of the boundaries. It looks like destruction
right now because they’re changing so rapidly and so completely. In the
end, I think it will end up in a state of much greater peace, harmony and
understanding across borders.”

I asked how accepting Rabbi Green thinks the Shaarey Zedek congrega-
tion has been of the changes that he’s championed, especially the radical
change to the Saturday morning service.

“There wasn’t much change in the first ten years I was here,” he sug-
gested. “The last several years – it’s like every change we made we were
fearful about because we were worried about the kinds of ripple effects and
so on.

“But the attitude of the congregation was: ‘What took you so long?’ We
found, to our surprise, that the vast majority of our congregation is way
ahead of our thinking on so many issues. They, I think, are pleasantly sur-
prised, both in terms of policy and the way we’re doing services.”

“Would the most radical change have been the approach to Shabbat ser-
vices?” I asked.

“That was certainly the biggest one for me,” Rabbi Green answered,
“because we had our traditional element – the five percent that would come
regularly for our services and our events – and they seemed to enjoy the
service very much. So the change to our service would have meant that we
risked losing them, with no guarantee that we were going to get anyone
from the 95 percent.

“As it happens, the five percent mainly have held. They find that this new
style of doing things is even better than what we were doing before, by and
large. And, as far as the 95 percent goes, they’re not so participatory, but
their attitude is one of admiration.”

I asked what the size of the Shaarey Zedek congregation actually is these
days?

“I think we’re about 950” (units, which can be anywhere from a single
person to a couple to a family, Rabbi Green answered).

I noted that Rabbi Lander is also about to leave his position at the Etz
Chayim. “Boy, when he’s gone and you’re gone - if Matthew Leibl
becomes the senior rabbi in this city…We have occasional rabbis, we have
fly-in rabbis…” Rabbi (Avrohom) Altein is already the longest-serving
rabbi here, I added, yet as much as the Chabad movement here aims to be
of service to the entire community, we’ve always looked to the rabbis at the
Etz Chayim and Shaarey Zedek for leadership, so we’re about to experi-

ence even more momentous change, I suggested.
“It’s nice to have a sense of stability,” Rabbi Green agreed. “I hope that

the Etz Chayim is able to find someone for that synagogue what Rabbi
Lander has been doing. As far as the Herzlia synagogue goes – we need to
have an Orthodox synagogue in this town and he (Rabbi Benarroch) is
excellent. Hopefully he’ll become full time eventually.”

It occurred to me, after listening to Rabbi Green that, for the most part,
his congregation was more progressive than perhaps he had himself
believed to be the case.

“Absolutely,” he said. “We had kind of a distorted vision of the congre-
gation because the people we were dealing with the most were the most tra-
ditional – and the most liberal we seldom saw, except on high holydays and
the occasional life cycle event. But the liberal element is very, very forward
thinking. I think we’ve made a shift in their direction, which was the logi-
cal thing to do, but they have not yet caught on that maybe this would be
an interesting and fulfilling place for them to be. The habit of so many pre-
vious decades is still holding.”

Was there any possibility of considering once again the relocation of the
synagogue, with or without a merger with the Etz Chayim, I wondered?

“The building is very much loved by our congregation,” Rabbi Green
explained. “That’s one thing we discovered from the merger talks. We have
an incredible location here. I would say the architecture of the building
doesn’t take advantage of the river view and, hopefully will one day do
that.”

Future plans
As we came close to the end of our conversation, I asked Rabbi Green

about what he will be doing when he leaves Winnipeg. I knew that he will
be returning to the U.S. but I mistakenly thought he would be heading to
Colorado, which is where the archives of his mentor, Rabbi Schachter, are
located.

He laughed and corrected me, saying he was going to Fairfield, Iowa,
although he gave me credit for a good guess.

“Isn’t that near where the ‘Field of Dreams’” (in the W.P. Kinsella book
- later a movie) was situated? I wondered - which would be an appropriate
spot for a rabbi of Rabbi Greens’ mystical bent to end up.

“It’s not that far from the “Field of Dreams”, Rabbi Green agreed. (The
fictional Field of Drams was actually situated in Dubuqe County, Iowa,
which is only 158.9 miles from Fairfield. Fairfield is the home of
Maharishi International University, the world centre for Transcendental
Meditation, founded by the Maharishi Yogi.)

“I put out feelers to the university that maybe it would be good to have a
chaplain for the first time and they were positive about that, but we don’t
have a concrete plan in place yet.”

“Did you ever become a Canadian citizen?” I asked.
“Yes, I did,” Rabbi Green answered. “Actually, after I leave I’m hoping

to be able to come back here for a month or two every year – of course, that
will be up to the synagogue.”

“You have a fairly comfortable relationship with soon-to-be Rabbi
Leibl,” I noted – so that shouldn’t be a problem.

“Oh yah - it’s more a matter of the budget,” Rabbi Green explained.
“Maybe you could get into sports announcing (which is what Matthew

Leibl had been doing prior to his announcing his plans to study for the rab-
binate),” I suggested, “and from that segue back into the rabbinate.”

“I bought my first Jets jersey this past week,” Rabbi Green noted.

“What about your wife (Chaya)?” I asked. “Is she going to be doing any-
thing in Fairfield?

“To be determined,” he answered. “We bought a duplex and it’s unclear
what we’re going to be doing with it. Maybe live in part of it – rent out part
of it.”

“What about the triplets (Rabbi Green and Chaya’s children)?” I won-
dered. “Where are they?”

“The triplets are scattered to the winds,” he said. “Eve is in Duluth, at the
University of Minnesota, where she has a position as professor of philoso-
phy. Shoshana’s in Mountainview, California – in the Bay area. She’s a
nurse and the mother of two kids. And Daniel’s at the University of Toronto
getting his Ph.D in philosophy.”

They’re all 34 now, Rabbi Green added. “They were eight years old when
we came to Winnipeg.”

As I got ready to leave, I noted this was the first time I had ever been in
Rabbi Green’s study.

“It’s not the neatest study in the world, but it’s very comfortable,” he said.
“That’s one thing I want to say about Winnipeg actually,” he added. “It’s

a very comfortable place, and once you get here you don’t really want to
live. I’ve seen so many instances of rabbis who did leave and regretted
leaving and tried to apply to come back when positions opened. Rabbi
Balser actually did make it back.”

I said to Rabbi Green that, apropos of his observation, the best line I
heard about Winnipeg is: “Winnipeg is a great place to live, but you would-
n’t want to visit there!”

Continued from previous page.
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LIBBY GREENFIELD
Peacefully on January

22, 2017 Libby passed
away, surrounded by fam-
ily, at the age of 88 years.
Beloved wife, mother,
sister, daughter, mother-
in-law, babie, aunt,
cousin and friend to
many.

She was predeceased
by her loving husband of
32 years, Bill, parents
Margaret and Chaim
Bookhalter, and her

brother Herschal.
Libby will be deeply missed by her children Stuart

(Kathi) Greenfield, Shauna (Darryl) Levy, and Murray
Greenfield; her grandchildren Sara, Shae (Sara), Jory
(Jessie), Will and Megan, great-grandson Jack, and her
sister-in-law Elaine Bookhalter.

In her 88 years Libby lived a full life. She was born in
Winnipeg and raised in Invermay, SK. Libby returned
to Winnipeg to pursue a science degree at the University
of Manitoba. After her second year, Libby left to run the
family business during her father’s illness. Libby’s
career included work at the Winnipeg Film Exchange,
Astral Alliance Films and later managing the family
business, The Remembrance Shop.

 Family was central to Libby’s core. She met and
married Bill, the love of her life, in October 1963. Libby
embraced with all her heart Bill’s seven-year-old son
Stuart as her own.

Libby and Bill together built a new life and a wonder-
ful home for Stuart, Shauna and Murray filled with
Jewish tradition and love. They opened their home and
made everyone feel welcome and special. Their house
became a gathering place; a social hub where many
lifelong friends and family would come to share stories,
laughter and long lasting Sabbath dinners and holiday
meals.

Libby grew close to a number of family members and
lifelong friends that remained a special part of her life.
A day did not go by that they did not share the goings on
of their lives as if they were sisters.

Libby loved sharing in her children’s successes
whether they were children or adults. Her happiest
moments were hearing of her grandchildren’s and great-
grandchild’s milestones, adventures, school progress
and just watching them grow up. The grandchildren
made Libby young again.

For her children and grandchildren, they had a won-
derful Mother and Babie who they could share their
lives with, confide in, would always listen, and always
provide encouragement. A calming voice to everyone,
Libby was a sage, a provider of wisdom and advice,
always with a reassuring manner.

Libby was a dedicated member of her community.
She volunteered and supported numerous organiza-
tions, including Talmud Torah/JWC, the Israel Pavil-
ion, the Heart and Stroke Foundation, and Cancer
Society. All her life she was actively involved in B’nai
B’rith Women as a member, Chapter president and
fundraiser for the Children’s Home in Israel. As recog-
nition of her community involvement she received
numerous awards including an appointment to the
Multicultural Council of Canada.

Libby will always be remembered for her inner strength
in facing life’s challenges, her great smile and the
volumes she spoke with her beautiful expressive eyes.

A special thank you to Marga, Odelia and Winta who
took such wonderful care of our mother.

Funeral services were held on January 24, 2017.
Pallbearers were Shae Greenfield, Jory Greenfield,
Will Levy, David Bookhalter, Jeff Goldstein and
Marshall Zaitlan.

Mom and Dad rest in peace together.

BERNICE (BAYLA) MAINSTER,
née Claman

Family and friends of
Bayla Mainster are
deeply saddened by her
passing on April 9 (13th
Nissan). Beloved daugh-
ter of Sam and Katie
Claman of Saskatoon,
the seventh of nine chil-
dren, Bayla is survived
by Laurie (Ali) Mainster,
her husband of 68 years;
sister Kayla Coodin;
daughter Gail Mainster,

son-in-law Harold Gutovich and grandson Jay
Gutovich; son Samuel Mainster; son-in-law Viktor
Lewin; granddaughter Brianne Lewin, partner Chris
Schwab and great-grandson Abraham; grandson Eli
Lewin; and numerous loving nieces, nephews and
other extended family members and friends. Bayla
was predeceased by her daughter, Cheryl Lewin z’l,
on January 19, 2010.

Bayla was born in Saskatoon on May 1, 1927. She
was a graduate of Princess Alexandra School, Bed-
ford Road Collegiate and the University of Sas-
katchewan. She apprenticed as a laboratory tech-
nologist, worked in the labs at Misericordia and
Grace Hospitals in Winnipeg, and was a longstanding
volunteer with the Canadian Red Cross. She was
engaged to Ali on May 14, 1948 and they married
November 27, 1948.

Funeral Services were held graveside on Monday
April 10 (14 Nissan) at the Hebrew Sick Cemetery,
led by Rabbi Larry Lander and Cantor Tracy Kasner
Greaves. Pallbearers were son-in-law Harold
Gutovich; nephews Shalom Coodin, Sheppy Coodin,
Chaim Raber and Marshall Braunstein; and great-
nephew David Coodin; and honourary pallbearer
son-in-law Viktor Lewin.

Thank you to everyone at the Saul and Claribel
Simkin Centre and especially to Norma (Leonora)
Claudio, her personal companion for seven years.

Donations to honour Bayla can be made to the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba and Jewish Child
and Family Service.

KERRY PAUL ROITENBERG
June 29, 1954-April 3, 2017

Kerry Roitenberg left us
on Monday April 3, 2017
at the age of 62. He is sur-
vived by his father Shom
Roitenberg; his sister
Janis; his brother and sis-
ter in-law Evan and Audra;
and his nieces Lindsay and
Jillian. Kerry was prede-
ceased by his mother Sheila

and his grandparents Rose and Jack Rittberg and Rose
and Isaac Roitenberg. Kerry also leaves behind many
cousins and friends, notably B and Jeff.

Kerry was born in 1954 and was the eldest of three.
He attended Talmud Torah, Joseph Wolinsky Colle-
giate and Garden City Collegiate. Kerry was a gifted
student and brilliant all around. He was an accom-
plished bridge player who played in many tournaments
as a teen. He excelled at school and was a member of
Reach for the Top teams in high school. He’d always
wanted to practice law. Unfortunately, fate intervened.

Kerry was quite a musical talent. He joined Cantor
Brownstone’s choir at a very early age and eventually
was tapped to lead some synagogue services, even
before his Bar Mitzvah. On the occasion of his Bar
Mitzvah, he had to leave his own party early to attend
the dress rehearsal for the show he was doing at
Rainbow Stage.

His interests, however, went beyond school and
music. Kerry loved sports. Kerry was a lifelong fan of
the BC Lions, as they both came to being in 1954. Kerry
was also a huge fan of the big bad Bruins in hockey.
Underneath the wall hanging depicting a history of
Bobby Orr’s uniforms, Kerry slept with a Boston
Bruins blanket on his bed for as long as anyone can
remember. It was Kerry’s love of sports that gave birth
to his nickname: Koach.  Kerry was a true coach:
leading by example, teaching by doing, and he exem-
plified NEVER giving up.

In 1974, at the age of 20, Kerry underwent brain
surgery at the Mayo Clinic.  Following that surgery, but
before he was left wheelchair bound, Kerry completed
his Bachelor of Arts degree at the U of W. Three years
post-surgery, having suffered a few seizures over that
time, Kerry was left paralyzed and with some cognitive
impairment from one final seizure in 1977. Since 1979,
he had been a resident of Luther Home. That is where
much of the legend of Kerry Roitenberg begins.

While others may have become sullen or sorrowful
after being confined to a wheelchair, Kerry treated life
with a sense of humour and positivity. He moved in to
Luther Home at the age of 24 and left it last week as its
unofficial mayor. Residents and staff gravitated to-
wards him. It became evident that the staff and resi-
dents became part of Kerry’s family, and he, their’s.
Kerry was at home there, not in ‘a home’, and he was
with people who genuinely cared for him, not just as
professional care givers. Such was Kerry. Such are the
people at Luther Home.

Kerry was fun, whether it was playing a game of
cribbage or chess, joking around, or confounding peo-
ple with his own language of riddles and trivia. To
speak with Kerry, especially when he was feeling
playful or mischievous, was to have your mental acuity
tested as he would use pop-culture references and
trivial Hollywood stars of old, as reference points to
express himself and tell a story. Kerry never lost his
competitive spirit.  In a game of cribbage, even estab-
lishing a one point lead was cause for a smiling Kerry
to taunt with a cry of “SOMEBODY’S LOSING”. And
he was insufferable when his Lions beat the “Blue
Bumblers” as he called them.

Kerry participated in everything at Luther Home
including sitting on the Residents Council. No current
resident or staff member goes back to a time “pre-
Kerry”, as he’d been there longer than all. The morning
of Kerry’s passing, as he peacefully lay in his bed, there
was a steady stream of staff and friends to Kerry’s
room at Luther Home to say goodbye.

The way Kerry lived his life, the humour and com-
passion that he displayed in spite of the cards he was
dealt, was a gift. He never let his limitations dictate a
definition of who he was or who he wanted to be. He
created happiness for himself on a daily basis. There
were limits as to what he could do or express, but there
were no limits as to what he could feel. There were no
limits as to how much he could love, or be loved in
return.

Funeral services were held on April 5, 2017 at
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, officiated by Rabbi Alan
Green. Pallbearers were Ian Cramer, Dr. Sheldon Glow,
Jeff Hirsh, Stuart Slayen, Daniel Yusim and Norman
Yusim. Honorary pallbearers were Randy Cramer and
Arthur “B” Hirsh.  Art, a million “thank yous” are not
enough.

Kerry’s family would like to thank Dr. Heather
Domke for her care and compassion over the years.
The family wishes to particularly thank the staff at
Luther Home.  Words can’t do justice to our gratitude
for how Kerry was cared for and the quality of life he
was afforded for nearly 38 years.  To those inclined to
donate in Kerry’s memory, please consider donating to
the Luther Home Solarium Project.

Kerry, Koach, Uncle Kerry, we love you and will
hold you in our hearts forever.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL  26

Unveiling

The family of the late

JOSEPHINE

EARN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, May 7, 2017
at 10:00 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by daughter Ruth,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of the late

MAX

BRAUER
who passed away

June 8, 1981
6 Days in Sivan

In loving memory of the late

HELENA

BRAUER
who passed away

May 15, 2005
6 Days in Iyar

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LUCILLE

BRICKER
who passed away

April 23, 2007
5 days in Iyar

It’s So Hard to Believe That
You’re Really Gone

And to Know That We Will
No Longer

See Your Smiling Face,
Or Hear The Sound
Of Your Laughter

You Left So Many Memories,
Which Will Never Part

You Will Always Live Deep
Inside Our Hearts

We Are Thankful That God
Graced Us

With Someone As Special As You
It’s Just Hard To Believe

Your Life On Earth
Is Really Through

-(our ‘Mameleh’ and ‘Babi’)
— Forever remembered, sadly
missed, always in our hearts
and loved by your children
Martin (and Debby), Marilyn
(and Michael), grandchildren
Eytan, David, Ivy, Aviya,
relatives and friends.

HELEN CRUST
who passed away

April 22, 1999
6 days in Iyar

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CONRAD CRUST
who passed away

May 9, 2014
9 days in Iyar

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZELDA

DREMAN
who passed away

May 12, 2000
7 Days in Iyar

Our hearts still ache
with sadness
and silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know
— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
sister-in-law.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

NORMA

DUCHON
Who passed away on

April 15, 2013
5 Days in Iyar

Forever in our hearts.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your husband,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

It is with great sorrow we
remember the passing of our

beloved mother and
grandmother

BERTHA

ITSCOVICH
who passed away

May 4, 2009
10 days in Iyar

—Sadly missed by your loving
son, grandson, family &
friends.

8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SERENA

(SARAH) RIFKA

KERN
who passed away

April 27, 2012
5 days in Iyar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

REVA LITMAN
who passed away

April 14, 2013
4 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, family and friends.

I.A.L.Y.

In Memoriam

In remembrance of

BELLA ODWAK
who passed away

April 19, 1975
8 Days in Iyar (5735)

— Loved and eternally missed
by her children Hartley,
Mindy, and family.

In loving memory of

MAYER

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

April 28, 2015
9th day of Iyar

You are forever in our hearts.
— Missed every day by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILY SILVERMAN
who passed away

May 4th, 1992
2 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by family and

  friends.

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

(ALLEN)

STAJER
who passed away

May 6, 2004
15 Days in Iyar, 5764

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your daughter Terry
and son-in-law Jack.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GENE

TELPNER
who passed away

May 9, 2005
30 Days in Nisan

— Remembered daily and
sadly missed by his loving
wife Fritzi, children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

LEONARD

STOLLER
who passed away

May 10, 1989
5 Days in Iyar

— Forever remembered by his
loving family and friends.

In Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit
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Harry Warren

We are seniors
Chapter no. 91

For those of you
who have been fol-
lowing this series of
articles you would
know by now that I
love to write about
the movies - not just
new movies, but
older five star

movies.  Lately I picked up a few DVDs from
the library that are pure gems.

The first one was “War Horse”, directed by
Steven Spielberg (whose name is always asso-
ciated with great movies). 

By

HARRY WARREN

Studies: US anti-Semitic incidents surge 86%
as global anti-Semitism declines

(JNS.org) New statistics released by the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL) Monday, in the organization’s annual audit of anti-Semitic inci-
dents, show an 86-percent increase in U.S. anti-Semitic incidents during
the first quarter of 2017.

Overturned headstones at Philadelphia’s Mount Carmel Cemetery, a
Jewish cemetery, in February 2017. Credit: YouTube.

During 2016, anti-Semitic incidents increased 34 percent from the pre-
vious year, according to the study. The ADL said the “massive increase”
in anti-Semitism began to rise during the month of the U.S. presidential
election last November. 

The audit cites a total of 1,266 acts targeting Jews and Jewish institu-
tions in 2016, with approximately 30 percent occurring in November and
December. The incidents include 720 instances of threats and harassment,
510 acts of vandalism and 36 physical assaults.

In the first three months of 2017, an additional 541 anti-Semitic inci-
dents occurred, including 380 cases of harassment, 161 bomb threats and
155 instances of vandalism, the ADL said. Moreover, three Jewish ceme-
tery desecrations and six anti-Semitic physical assaults took place during
that time.

The story begins on a tenant farm in southwest England. It’s really
about a young boy and the horse his father bought for him. The young
man has to train the horse to plow a vacant field on the farm to help pay
for his keep. World War One  starts and his dad, to stay solvent, has to
sell the horse to the military. The boy is heart broken! When he becomes
of age, he enlists in the military, hoping to find his horse.

In the meantime his horse is transferred from the cavalry when his rider
is killed and the horse is moved to the infantry to haul cannons to the
front lines. At this point he is matched to a black stallion to drag the can-
nons through the mud. Ultimately “Joey”, the name that the young man
gave to his horse, panics due to the shelling at the front lines, and
becomes entangled in a mess of barbed wire. A soldier from the British
side of the line ventures into “No Man’s Land” in an attempt to free the
horse. He is soon joined by a German soldier with wire clippers, and
together they free the horse. Unfortunately, “Joey” has sustained a seri-
ous leg injury, and is sent back to a British treatment centre, where the
doctor suggests that he be “put down”.

Joey’s master has been sent to the same treatment centre, for treatment
of an eye injury. He hears Joey’s neigh, summons him with a particular
whistle that the horse recognizes, and the two are reunited! It’s a great
movie, worth a second look even if you’ve already seen it.

The other five star movie that I would recommend would be “The Four
Seasons” a comedy in which Alan Alda has a major part, and is the direc-
tor as well.  The story involves three couple who spend their vacations
together through the four seasons of the year. Alda is a lawyer, while the
part of an insurance salesman is played by Len Cariou, formerly from
Winnipeg.

In the spring episode they decide to take a boat out to a lake. Alda
decides to throw caution to the wind and takes a jump in the lake, fully
clothed. The others join in and they all end up in the lake!

In the summer episode they decide to rent a sailboat and sail around one
of the islands in the Caribbean. The boat becomes grounded on a sand
bar. Cariou has divorced his wife and has married a much younger
woman to join the group. The other couples are jealous.

In the fall episode they visit Cariou’s daughter, on her college campus
and his former wife turns up at the same time. This makes  for some inter-
esting situations!

In the winter episode they rent a cabin to do some cross country skiing.
Alda has a temper tantrum and wrecks  a portion of their cabin. Cariou’s
new bride, who is fed up with the group,  goes for a hike at night and that
results in a hilarious episode when the dentist’s car ends up in the lake as
he tries to rescue her.
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Sports

Come the merry month of May,
Wednesday the tenth to be exact,
more than 1100 generous sup-

porters of the 45th Rady JCC Sports
Dinner will have the rare opportunity of
reacquainting themselves with perhaps the
best pro hockey player ever to ply his
trade in these parts: Teemu Selanne. 

The right winger from Helsinki, Finland
who was selected 10th overall in the 1988

NHL Entry Draft played 1451 regular season games between 1992-
2014. In regular season action Teemu tallied 684 goals and set up 773
more when he finally decided it was time to call it a day before his
six-foot, 195 lb. frame could no longer answer the bell after it had
been really rung. 

So it’s a soon-to-be 47-year-old Selanne who is going to regale you
at the Convention Centre with hockey yarns of yesteryear. I must
admit that if someone had inquired of me before today: “How many
seasons in the NHL did our boy Teemu play with our beloved
Winnipeg Jets before he departed elsewhere to seek his fortune?”, to
be honest, this alleged sports maven’s estimate wouldn’t have even
come close because the slick skating Selanne- it seemed - was almost
always here among us, wasn’t he? 

Digest this, if you will: Teemu played with San Jose where he spent three sea-
sons with the Sharks; then he was off to Colorado for but a single one, and final-
ly 15 in Anaheim consisting of seven with the Ducks and another eight with the
Mighty Ducks. Oh yes, I almost forgot about the four glorious years with the
Jets (part one). 

Tell the truth now. How many of you are now wide-eyed at the correct
answer? And if you don’t believe it, like one-time Yankees’ manager Casey
Stengel once remarked, “If you don’t believe me, look it up.” Or go to the Rady
JCC Dinner on Wednesday May 10th and talk to Teemu during the question-
answer period. 

Another highlight of the annual dinner will be the presentation of the Idy and
Max Nusgart Memorial Award, which is given to the individual selected as the
“Jewish Athlete of the Year.” 

Consider the following five bios of athletes who did themselves proud. Voting
on this occasion was done by members of the Manitoba Sportswriters and
Sportscasters Association. 

Sarah Jacobsohn- Ultimate/Basketball/Volleyball
A Grade 10, 17-year-old student at the Gray Academy, Sarah competes on the

varsity basketball and volleyball teams and the varsity Ultimate Team. At 15,
she was the youngest player to ever make the under-20 Canadian Ultimate
Team. She won a gold medal in Poland representing Canada at the WORLD
Junior Ultimate Championships. The team was undefeated and beat the United
States in the gold medal game 15-14. At the World Championship, Sarah was
named the MVP in Canada’s win over France. She also played on the provin-
cial under-19 Ultimate Team and represented Manitoba at the 2016 Canadian
Ultimate Championships.

Jeremy Leipsic-Hockey
A 20-year-old forward, Jeremy joined the Portage Terriers of the Manitoba

Junior Hockey league in January of 2016.  During the regular season he scored
six goals and added 13 assists in 16 games. Portage went on to win its second
straight MJHL league championship. Jeremy, who added seven more goals and
eight assists during the playoffs for an additional 15 points, also led the league
in playoff scoring. 

This season, he won the MJHL scoring title with 33 goals and 67 assists for
100 points in 60 games. He also won the scoring title by 20 points over the sec-
ond best player. In addition, led the league with 15 power play goals. Jeremy
won the RBC Player of the Month awards in October, December and February
and was named to the League’s First All-Star team. He was also presented the
Lorne “Windy” Lyndon Trophy for hockey ability and sportsmanship. Terriers
fans voted him their Fan Favourite for the 2016-17 season. A matter of a few
weeks ago Portage La Prairie won its third straight league title with 1-0 victory
in six games over the OCN Blizzard and was advancing to the Canada Cup slat-
ed for Penticton, BC April 29-May 7. 

Max McLean-Football/Hockey
Max attends St. Paul’s High School and won football “Rookie of the Year”

honours in 2016. He was the starting wide receiver for the Crusaders this past
season when the team won the 2016 AAA Championship. Max recorded 14
receptions for 216 yards and one touchdown through the regular season and
playoffs. He was ranked 17th in receiving in the Winnipeg High School Football
League. In hockey, Max has made Canada’s Under-19 Team for the 2017
Maccabiah Games. McLean was the Assistant Captain on the Crusader’s top A
team this past season, compiling 30 points in 26 games during the regular sea-
son, tournaments and playoffs. St. Paul’s A team won the 2016 Provincial
Hockey Championship and was the city champion in both 2015 and 2017.

Yonaton Orlov-Baton Twirling
Yonaton achieved a personal best when he was selected to represent Canada

at the World Baton Championships in
Helsingborg Sweden last summer, where he
placed 8th in the men’s freestyle competition. At
the 2016 Provincial Championships he won eight
gold medals in every category of the event. At the
Canadian Team Trial Orlov won the Gold Medal
in Men’s Freestyle and a Bronze in Junior A Pairs.
And, at the Canadian Championships he captured
two more golds in Junior Men’s Freestyle and
Senior Dance Twirl, along with two silver medals.
He was presented with the Ron Kopas award for
achieving the highest score awarded for his solo
performance.

Jayden Pollock- Hockey
Jayden has played in the Manitoba Major Junior

league for four years - the past two seasons with
the River East Royal Knights. Despite a high
ankle injury which caused him to miss 18 of the
45 regular season games, the 21-year-old, 188
pound forward played in 27 games, scored seven
goals and added 24 assists for 31 points. He was
the team captain and led the team in game winning

goals. His season highlight was a “natural hat-trick” in the first period of a game
against the very talented Pembina Valley Twisters. Jayden will graduate from
the University of Winnipeg in June with a degree in Criminal Justice.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers foot-
ball and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to Harvey
Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

Rady JCC 2017 Sports Dinner looks like a winner
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

TEEMU SELANNE
guest speaker
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Winnipeg Jewish Theatre closing out the season 
with The Whipping Man

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre’s season is quickly coming to a close with
The Whipping Man May 4th to 14th.

Not only does the show cover multiple themes throughout, it also con-
nects in ways to even the most modern of times in 2017.

Richmond, Virginia, 1865. As Passover begins, the Civil War ends, and
Caleb DeLeon – a young, Jewish confederate officer – returns home
severely injured to discover his family’s estate in ruins. Simon and John,
two of the DeLeon family’s newly freed slaves, have remained behind and
are forced to take care of their former master. As the holiday celebrating
the exodus from Egypt unfolds, tensions mount and long-kept secrets begin
to surface that will change all three men forever. A gripping drama that
explores the ties that bind, and questions the meaning of freedom.

“Haunting, striking, and powerful.” – The New York Times

“Fresh and compelling. Gripping.” — Joe Dziemianowicz, Daily News

“...wonderfully satisfying...the action spools out elegantly as new revela-
tions arise and characterizations deepen.” — Alexis Soloski, The Village
Voice

Tickets for The Whipping Man range from $20-$40 (plus taxes and fees)
or by phone at 204-477-7478. The show takes at the Berney Theatre, locat-
ed inside the Asper Jewish Community Campus.

Thu May 4, 2017 (Preview Performance) - 7:30PM
Sat May 6, 2017 - 8PM
Sun May 7, 2017 (Post-Show Talk Back) - 2PM
Tue May 9, 2017 - 7:30PM
Wed May 10, 2017 - 7:30PM
Thu May 11, 2017 (Post-Show Talk Back) - 7:30PM
Sat May 13, 2017 - 8PM
Sun May 14, 2017 - 2PM 

WJT is grateful for the generous support of our season sponsor The
Asper Foundation, our season media sponsor The Winnipeg Free Press,
and our funders the Winnipeg Arts Council, Manitoba Arts Council, and
Canada Council for the Arts.
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Community news

Feeling Alive on Stage
Chai connects young performers to 

community life
Rinat Mirkin was a passionate young dancer growing up in Holon,

Israel, but it wasn’t until she joined the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble less than a year ago that she had her first taste of Israeli folk
dance.

“It’s ironic that I was never really involved in Israeli folk dance until I
moved to Winnipeg,” laughs the 18-year-old University of Manitoba stu-
dent. “In Israel, I studied jazz, ballet, and hip hop.”

For Mirkin, a Grant Park High School graduate who moved to
Winnipeg three years ago, not only is Chai a way to stay involved in
dance, “it also gives me a taste of home. Hearing the music reminds me
of where I come from and who I am.”

Mirkin is one of 30+ performers who will grace the stage at Royal
Manitoba Theatre Centre on June 7 for Chai’s “Ancient Roads” concert.
The concert will present an energetic, eclectic, and international blend of
music, song, and dance highlighting Jewish journeys around the world
and the Jewish people’s return to Jerusalem. The program is flavoured by
North African, Eastern European, and other influences.

“The music connects me to my Jewish identity and to the community
in a meaningful way,” says 19-year-old dancer, Rachel Aziza. “The audi-
ence will see a high-energy show. We all enjoy the music and dance and
I think what we do on stage shines a positive light on Israel and Jewish
life.”

Aziza has been dancing with Chai since she was 15-years-old. She saw
the group perform at Israel Pavilion–Shalom Square and her eyes lit up.
“Everyone looked like they were having so much fun on stage and the
audience was having a great time,” says Aziza, a Gray Academy gradu-
ate now studying at the University of Winnipeg. “I knew I wanted to be
a part of it.”

“We want the audience to get caught up in the fun of what we do,” adds
Mirkin, “but I think there is more to it than that. I want people at a Chai
show to leave our show with a deep feeling that there are many ways to
be and to feel Jewish. Being Jewish is about diversity. It’s about being
everywhere. I think that’s our message.”

Performing on June 7 are dancers Rachel Aziza, Arielle Block, Jason
Cohen, Hallie Jamieson, Emily Kalo, Stephanie Kalo, Rotem Keynan,
Brittany Lasko, Amy Lieberman, Justin Lieberman, Alexie Minuk, Illana
Minuk, Rinat Mirkin, Sydney Newman, Avi Posen, Dana Segal, Jenna
Senensky, Alexander Serebnitski, and Hadera Short; musicians Cam
Denby, Braden Ganetsky, Grace Hrabi, Jesse Popeski, and David Vamos;
and singers Camila Almosnino, Braden Ganetsky, Haviva Polevoi,
Elizabeth Schachter, Ilana Shapera, Aleksandra Smolyaninov, Sarah
Sommer, and David Vamos.

“Ancient Roads” is presented in honour of Ahava Halpern and Frank
Lavitt. Honourary Co-Chairs for the concert are Diane and Sandy
Shindleman, Robert Shindleman, and Carey and Bernie Simkin.

Please contact the Chai office for tickets and more information. 
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