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Eden Memorials bankruptcy leaves two dozen
families to pay twice for inscriptions

By MYRON LOVE
The closure of Eden Memorials at the end of

January has left more than two dozen families
in the lurch. These families are going to have
to pay a second time for inscriptions on their
stones as well as for bases and installations for
which they had already pre-paid Eden
Memorials.

The experience of one couple (who wish to
remain nameless but will be referred to by the
pseudonym Cohen) puts Eden
Memorials’ owners in quite a nega-
tive light. “We were lied to and
ignored,” says Mrs Cohen.

On January 1, 2011, according to
Mrs. Cohen, the couple signed a con-
tract with long time Eden Memorials
owner Lorne Raber that was to cover their
headstone, storage, inscription and installation
(when the time comes), services for which
they pre-paid. Raber sold his business in 2012
to a couple by the name of Charlene Santa and
Monte Bryga.

“Late last year, we went to Eden to check on
our stone and found out that the company was
closing. We wanted to know what was going to
be happening with our stone. No one called us
back.”

On February 8, the Cohens sent Charlene
Santa an email in which they wrote:

“We have tried on numerous occasions to
obtain information regarding Eden Memorials.

“You advised that you were arranging to
send our headstone to another memorial com-
pany for storage and assured us that you would
guarantee all costs of transfer, inscriptions and

storage of our headstone (all prepaid by us).
“You assured us that all was being taken care

of, that a letter was forthcoming, and that there
would be no further costs incurred. After not
receiving any correspondence I again called
and was assured by you that a letter was being
prepared. No letter was provided. Weeks later,
we discovered that Eden Memorials had actu-
ally closed its doors without our being
informed or any information given as to which

memorial company was
taking over the care of our
headstone.”

Santa responded
promptly with an email in
which she apologized for
not having been in contact

with the Cohens. She reported that she had
drafted a letter and was awaiting approval of it
from the other memorial company before
sending it out. She promised to email the letter
“as soon as I can”.

On April 6, the Cohens again emailed
Charlene Santa to say that “It’s been two
months since we last heard from you at which
time you had promised to get back to us in the
following two weeks. I’m sure you can under-
stand our frustration since it’s been months
since our first enquiry about the whereabouts
of our headstone. The situation has reached a
point where we have to get immediate confir-
mation from you and a guarantee that all
arrangements will be followed as per our orig-
inal purchase.”

With few gains and focused army action, Palestinian terror wave recedes
By BEN SALES

TEL AVIV (JTA) – It began almost out
of nowhere. No one organized it. Israelis
weren’t even sure whether to call it an
“intifada.” Now, six months later, the
wave of stabbings and shootings that has
gripped Israel is ebbing.

According to monthly reports by the
Shin Bet intelligence agency, the rate of
Palestinian terror attacks has been drop-
ping steadily since the upsurge began last
October, from 620 attacks that month to
123 in March. Most of those were
Molotov cocktails thrown in Jerusalem
and the West Bank.

The March number was the lowest since
last July, two months before Israeli-
Palestinian clashes escalated. Briefing
Israel’s Cabinet on Sunday, a Shin Bet
official said March saw just 20 “signifi-
cant” terror attacks – such as stabbings or
shootings – down from 78 in October.

“This trend could reverse itself, but we know that it has been achieved up
to now as a result of the government’s strong, responsible and methodical
policy,” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said at the Cabinet
meeting, praising “the combined offensive and defensive effort that has led
to the terrorists’ succeeding less.”

No one is sure of what has led to the decline – or what could prevent
another escalation. The Israel Defense Forces points to its focused opera-
tions in the West Bank to stop and arrest would-be attackers. But analysts
say that after half a year of small-scale attacks with a relatively low Israeli
fatality rate, momentum among would-be terrorists has simply run out.

“This wave has proven itself to be ineffective, causing more damage to
the attackers than the victims,” said Boaz Ganor, executive director of the
International Institute for Counter-Terrorism at the Interdisciplinary
Center-Herzliya. “Every attack was a model for others. Now that there are
fewer, there’s less incentive to commit more.”

The current terror wave began in
September with clashes on the Temple
Mount, revered by Muslims as the Noble
Sanctuary. Israel banned a Muslim
women’s protest group from the site, and
days later Israeli security forces raided
the mount, discovering an explosives
cache. After weeks of clashes, terrorists
killed a Jewish couple, Rabbi Eitam and
Naama Henkin, on Oct. 1 as they drove
with their four young sons to their West
Bank home. It would be the first of a
series of Palestinian attacks against
Israelis.

In the six months that have elapsed,
Palestinians have committed more than
300 attacks against Israelis – mostly stab-
bings by young assailants. Thirty-four
civilians have died in the attacks. About
200 Palestinians, most of them assailants,
were killed by police or bystanders while
carrying out attacks.

The Palestinian Authority has come out against the attacks. In a March
interview with Israeli Channel 2, however, Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas attributed the terror wave to despair among Palestinian
youth.

“This troubles me very much. This is unacceptable,” Abbas said in the
interview. “When a child doesn’t see hope for peace, what will he do? Tell
me, what can this child do?”

The IDF responded to the attacks with a policy dubbed “maximum focus”
– preventing terror at flashpoints while avoiding collective punishment of
Palestinians. The military has arrested about 2,000 Palestinians since
October in nightly raids and targeted underground weapons factories. It has
also confiscated equipment from at least four Palestinian TV and radio sta-
tions accused of inciting violence.

Also, the IDF set up
temporary checkpoints

Continued on page 10. See “Eden Memorials”.

Continued on page 21. See “Terror Wave”.

The placing of concrete barriers next to light rail stations
to prevent vehicles from entering passenger waiting areas
is an example of steps taken in Israel to reduce attacks.

Jewish Heritage Centre’s poignant “Musical
Legacy” program

............page 3
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Rabbi  Yossi Benarroch to assume rabbinical duties at Adas Yeshurn Herzlia Synagogue
By BERNIE BELLAN

In our January 20, 2106 issue Myron Love reported that
Rabbi Yossi Benarroch had signed a five-year contract to serve
as the Adas Yeshurun Herzlia congregation’s spiritual leader
and woud be moving to Winnipeg this summer.

Rabbi Benarroch is a graduate of the former Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, has an education degree from the University of
Manitoba, and had “served as the spiritual leader at
Congregation Beth Hamidrash in Vancouver from 1991-1999.
In 1999, he and his family made aliyah. Rabbi Benarroch was
most recently the Rosh Midrasha at Eshel, the Sephardic
Women’s Seminary in Jerusalem.

Rabbi Benarroch was in Winnipeg this past month for a short
visit when we had a chance to talk about what plans he might
have when he assumes the position of semi-permanent  rabbi at
the synagogue in a short while. At that point, he says, “he will
be spending 75 percent of the year here. The way that it will
work out is I’ll be spending three weeks here, one week back in Israel, but
probably it will end up being six weeks here and two weeks in Israel.”

At the same time Rabbi Benarroch added, he will be in charge of kosher
supervision at a number of “institutions here”, including “Shmoozer’s,
Gunn’s Bakery, and Gwen Secter.”

While he’s in Israel though, Rabbi Benarroch says it will be mostly “fam-
ily time” for him. “I’ll have a limited connection with my school there,” he
explains, “but only limited.”

Asked how long it’s been since he’s actually lived in Winnipeg, Rabbi
Benarroch said, “I left Winnipeg in 1982.” (Doing some quick math, I cal-
culated that was 34 years ago – when Yossi Benarroch was only 23.) 

Rabbi Benarroch noted that his twin brother Yamin is the only other of
his three brothers who is also not living in Winnipeg. Yamin is the head of
a Jewish high school in Montreal, he said.

As for his two other brothers, Michael is dean of the Asper School of
Business, while Albert is executive director of Jewish Child and Family
Service. 

In talking about what he foresees as the new rabbi of the Adas Yeshurun
Herzlia congregation, Rabbi Benarroch said: “I’m very excited; it’s a won-
derful congregation. The people are extremely receptive. We have a won-
derful relationship with one another and I’m really looking forward to see-
ing the synagogue grow.

“We want this to be a learning community,” he added, “for all ages – a
connection back to Jewish roots.”

Rabbi Benarroch said he was happy that Ruth Ashrafi was going to con-
tinue on as program director. When I asked him whether “the education

component of the synagogue will be broadened”, he
answered: “absolutely”. 

As well, Rabbi Benarroch suggested, “We want the prayer
experience here to be very authentic, yet very vibrant – user-
friendly for everyone. There’s a great community here – we
just want to build on it.”

I noted that there is no chazan at the synagogue. Rabbi
Benarroch said that “this is a community where everyone is
going to participate – as chazans and Torah readers.”

I asked whether NCSY (which is what the National
Conference of Synagogue Youth is now known as) will be
more active under his watch.

“I’m going to have a very hands-on role with NCSY. I’ve
been working with young people the past 25 years. It’s been
my target population.”
That led me to wonder about Rabbi Benarroch’s own fam-

ily – still in Israel.
“My family will remain in Israel,” he explained. 

“My kids are older now,” Rabbi Benarroch added. (His youngest is 19.)
“My wife will be coming here probably a few times a year.”

I noted that Rabbi Benarroch’s predecessor, Rabbi Ellis, had also spent
part of his time here teaching at the Gray Academy. I asked Rabbi
Benarroch whether he’d like to teach at that school as well.

He answered: “That’s for the Gray Academy to decide,” but he noted that
“I have tremendous experience teaching that age group and would defi-
nitely be available to take some kind of a role.”

Asked whether he has any ideas for programs such as “tallis and tefilin”,
for instance, Rabbi Benarroch said that “we’re going to have different pro-
grams. We’re going to try and revive our Sunday morning ‘breakfast and
learn’ in the shul. We already have a junior congregation going.

“Something very exciting is we’re starting the Adam Anhang Learning
Centre here,” Rabbi Benarroch said. “It’s going to be an education centre –
(in memory of Adam Anhang) that’s going to have many, many different
programs.”

I noted that there had been some guest speakers during the course of the
year. “And it’s going to be continuing,” Rabbi Benarroch said. “It’s going
to be increased. Ruth Ashrafi is putting together a whole plan of different
programs.”

Finally, Rabbi Benarroch noted that there are many young families who
now belong to the congregation, and he expressed his desire to make the
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia synagogue a vibrant centre that will continue to
grow at the same time that the ongoing renovations to the physical struc-
ture are nearing completion.

Historian discovers long-lost Ste. Anne Jewish farming pioneers
Abraham Henteleff, his wife, Yecheved, and

their six children – Nathan, Bertha, Clara, Isaac,
Harry, and Hantzie, arrived in Canada from
Russia in 1907, and moved to a farm in Ste.
Anne, Manitoba (42 kilometres southeast of
Winnipeg) in 1909.

In 1914, Sam Block, 28, and his wife, Bertha,
26, – both of whom had emigrated to Canada
from Russia several years earlier – and their two

daughters, Jennie, 5, and Pearl, 3, also moved to the growing Jewish farm-
ing colony in Ste. Anne.

(Ste. Anne, or Sainte-Anne-des-Chênes, is a town in Manitoba, located
about 42 km southeast of Winnipeg. The population at the last census was
1626. The population was 1524 in 2006, 1513 in 2001 and 1511 in 1996 -
Wikipedia)

These Jewish immigrants and many others who tried their hand at farm-
ing in Ste. Anne were financially aided by the Jewish Colonization
Association (JCA), noted human rights lawyer Yude Henteleff, whose
father was Nathan Henteleff – the eldest son of Abraham and Yecheved.

“This is a mystery that has only recently been unraveled. It had been
thought that the only Jewish family who farmed in Ste. Anne was the
Henteleff family,” Henteleff said during a recent telephone interview.

“But, it turns out that there were several pioneering Jewish families.”
Now, the contributions of those Jewish farmers in Ste. Anne and else-

where in Manitoba will be remembered in an Interpretive Center Area that
will be built in Henteleff Park. Construction on the ICA will begin in May
with completion slated for sometime in July or August.

The 40-acre park, which was the Henteleff family farm from 1924-1967
(after they left Ste. Anne), is located on a river lot at 1964 St. Mary’s Road.
Nathan Henteleff , along with  his wife  Rose and their family were some
of the first Jewish market gardeners in western Canada, says information
on the Henteleff Park Foundation website. “Nathan’s resourcefulness and
innovations helped the family’s market garden operation to thrive,” says
the online material.

Apart from the contributions of the Henteleff family and other Jewish
farming families in Manitoba, the interior galleries of the ICA will also
explore the unique natural landscape and flora and fauna that inhabit the
park, the major role that Métis families played in settling and developing
the community, and the history of market gardening in the area, noted a
specialist in local history, who was hired in 2015 to do research for the
ICA.

“One of the things I discovered was that there certainly weren’t a lot of
Jewish farmers in Manitoba as a whole,” he said during a telephone inter-
view recently.

“We wanted to answer that question of why there weren’t more Jewish
farmers in Manitoba, especially considering the Jewish Colonization
Association. As a historian, I needed to understand the process and story of
these settlers and homesteaders.”

One of things he realized was that most of the Jewish immigrants from
Russia (and from some other places in Eastern Europe) had no background
in farming because they weren’t allowed to own land in their home coun-
try, said the researcher, mentioning that records preserved at the Jewish
Heritage Centre were instrumental in his research.

“So, it was amazing that they were able to succeed as they did because
they didn’t have a background in farming,” he emphasized.

He said the better known Jewish farming colonies in Manitoba, such as
Bender Hamlet (near Narcisse) and New Hirsch (near Camper) were in the
middle of the Interlake and the land there was not conducive for farming.

“I had a lot of photos from the Jewish Heritage Centre, and there was one
interesting shot of one of the colonists in Bender Hamlet,” said the
researcher.

“So, I searched his name out on the Internet and found it in the Jewish
Canadian Heritage Network (website). Lo and behold, there was a record
of him and his family, livestock and whether he had land and whether it
was cultivated (and more information). It was really in depth information.”

He said the pioneer’s name was Hilel Sandoc.
“So, then I checked for Henteleff on the same data base,” he said. 
“Then, I typed in

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Continued on page 27. See “Pioneers”.

Rabbi YOSSI
BENARROCH



By BERNIE BELLAN
There were many highlights in

the Jewish Heritage Centre’s
“Musical Legacy” program, which
was held in the Berney Theatre on
Monday evening, April 18, but the
segment that left the most lasting
impression on this writer was also
probably the silliest.

It came when six former mem-
bers of Cantor Benjamin
Brownstone’s (a.k.a. Chazan
Bronshtein”) choir took a break
from singing to reminisce about
their days in the choir.

Led by Allan Finkel, who took
upon himself the task of describing
to the audience what it was like to
be a member of one of
Brownstone’s choirs, each of the
six men on stage was asked to reveal the nickname that Brownstone had
given him when he was in the choir.

Now remember, there were only boys in those choirs, and it was usually
around the age of eight that Brownstone would start drafting youngsters
into them (much like British press gangs grabbing young men for the
navy). The nicknames invariably were “apropos of nothing”, as one might
say, but some 50+ years later, those nicknames remain  carved into the psy-
ches of many aging males. 

Some of the nicknames were downright cruel, others were hilariously
crazy. Here, in no particular order are the nicknames given to each of the
guys who appeared on stage together last Monday:

Allan Finkel: “Chai Vekayam”
Alecs Chochinov (in a barely audible voice): “Peeper...(something)”
Sid Hochman: “Shrekl Kukl”
Carey Boroditsky: “Yemenite”
Perry Rubenfeld: “Rat #2” (Perry’s older brother, Cary, naturally was

“Rat #1”, Perry explained.)
Marshall Dana: “Hey you!”

Now, rather than leaving you with the impres-
sion that the program was non-stop hilarity, it
wasn’t, but it did have a light touch running
throughout. Put together by musician Sid
Robinovitch and occasional playwright Bruce
Sarbit, the idea was to combine stories from
years past with musical performances by
younger and older performers – all giving a taste
of Winnipeg’s Jewish musical legacy.

Emcees Linda Freed and Brian Richardson
provided a running narration describing the ori-
gins of our community’s vast musical heritage.
They explained that the program was being held
in conjunction with the Jewish Heritage Centre’s
current exhibit on Winnipeg synagogues.

The program began with Michael Eskin per-
forming “R’Tzei”. Eskin was followed by the
aforementioned “Brownstone Boys”.

And, although it may seem crass to repeat a
story that was told during the “Brownstone
Boys” time on stage, nobody ever accused me of
being tasteful, so here goes:

Carey Boroditsky, whose father was famed
cantor David Boroditsky, recalled that, any time
during choir practice that he had to excuse him-
self to go to the bathroom, Brownstone would
give Carey a picture of his father to take with
him. I think you get the ‘picture’.

According to another source, moreover,
Brownstone kept a ready supply of pictures of
other Winnipeg cantors to give to the boys when
they had to go to the bathroom. Is this story for
believing? I await further confirmation. As they
say: “I’d like to get to the ‘bottom’ of this.”

To return to the musical program – the next act
in the program featured the energetic young
members of “Dor Chadash”, Shaarey Zedek
Cantor Anibal Mass’s adolescent and pre-ado-
lescent singing group. The seven members of
“Dor Chadash” engaged in a spirited version of
“Hinei Mah Tov”, which had members of the
audience clapping along. (Isn’t that a really

hackneyed description of what
went on? What else would you
have expected – that audience
members would boo those eager
youngsters?)

Finally, the engaging duo of
Tracy Kasner Greaves and Len
Udow appeared on stage together.
Unfortunately, as Udow explained,
Rabbi Alan Green, who was also
scheduled to perform with them,
was unable to appear.

As Udow tuned his ever-present
guitar, he told his own life story,
explaining how, as an 11-year-old,
he was first brought into Cantor

Wednesday, April 27, 2016, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   3

Community news

Jewish Heritage Centre presents poignant “Musical Legacy” program

Continued on page 14. See
“Musical Legacy”.

Cantors TRACY KASNER GREAVES and LEN UDOW both
recounted the series of events that led, surprisingly, to their becoming
cantors in Winnipeg synagogues.

Members of Shaarey Zedek Cantor ANIBAL MASS’s young singing
group, “DOR CHADASH” performed a rousing version of “Hinei
Mah Tov”.



Short takes

As the years move on, Jewish influence on the
political scene in Manitoba is ever waning. It’s
partly a reflection of the much smaller size of our
community relative to the population as a whole,
and partly a reflection of the increased strength
of other groups within this province.

Granted, when it comes to providing financial
support for political parties, Jews still play

important roles but, aside from Jim Carr at the federal level, and Marty
Morantz at the civic level, we have no other elected Jewish representatives
in government. That’s a far cry from years past, especially the 1960s and
70s, when no only did the NDP government under Ed Schreyer boast four
Jewish MLAs (Sid Green, Saul Cherniack, Saul Miller, and Cy Gonick),
three of them were cabinet ministers.

And, in 1969, we had the rare experience of having two Jewish leaders of
the other political parties in Manitoba: Sid Spivak for the PCs and Izzy
Asper for the Liberals. As well, I’m old enough to remember when
Maitland Steinkopf was a powerful cabinet minister in the Duff Roblin
government and David Orlikow was a fixture as the NDP Member of
Parliament for Winnipeg North. 

There were also important civic politicians, including Joe Zuken and Abe
Yanofsky; also the former mayor of West Kildonan - Chaim Kushner.

While there were some Jewish candidates this past provincial election,
none of them stood a chance of winning a seat. I suppose that, if Jon
Gerrard or Heather Stefanson were  ever  to retire, we might see someone
like Marty Morantz, who has certainly gained attention during his time on
City Council, make a bid to run for a seat in the Legislature again.
(Morantz, running for the PCs, mounted a powerful challenge to Jon
Gerrard in 2011.)

There are certainly capable members of our community who could  make
an important contribution to government at any level, but as we’ve seen of
late, politics has become increasingly vicious. With party researchers doing
their utmost to find anything in a rival candidate’s past record - especially
embarrassing posts on the Internet, it takes a brave soul to put his or her
name forward. Further, as we saw with the attempt to corner Brian Pallister
on the issue of how wealthy he truly is, would anyone of any means living
in Manitoba want to go through the ordeal to which Pallister was subject-
ed? I wonder how many otherwise fully capable individuals thought better
of putting their names forward for nomination this past election simply
because it would hardly be worth the unwanted attention doing so would
draw upon their private lives.

But, just as Jewish influence on the political scene here may have waned,
the remarkable ascendancy of Aboriginal politicians is something that can-
not be ignored. While the NDP saw the loss of cabinet minister Eric
Robinson, of the 14 elected NDP MLAs, four are indigenous: Amanda
Lathlin, Nahanni Fontaine, Kevin Chief, and Wab Kinew. 

Kevin Chief especially is a decent and capable individual who has forged
particularly strong ties with the Jewish community. It will be interesting to

see whether he
becomes the next
leader of the provincial
NDP, as many are pre-
dicting. As for Nahanni
Fontaine - as I noted in
my April 13 “Short
Takes” column, I hope
that she can broaden
her horizons to include
the concerns of all her
constituents, not just
native women who
might have suffered
abuse (including her).
There is some irony in
her having given up a
cushy job in govern-
ment to run for office.
Was it really worth it,
Nahanni?

There are also two
Filipino NDP Members
of the Legislature: Flor
and Ted Marcelino. If
anything, the NDP’s
usual reliance on cer-
tain groups didn’t work
this time around,
although their strong
support within the
Native and Filipino
communities proved

resilient. I wonder though, whether teachers, nurses, and other public ser-
vants who have fared so well under successive NDP governments may
have deserted them, to a certain extent, this time around.

As Professor Brian Schwartz noted in an extremely insightful article sev-
eral years back, Manitoba has become a “supplicant society” - one in which
the provincial government has too much power relative to other sectors in
society. As Schwartz noted in his 2011 article, “The provincial government
has too much money and power compared to the rest of society. It tends to
dominate and displace business, the non-profit sector and local govern-
ment.

“As a have-not province, Manitoba receives billions from the rest of
Canada. The money goes straight into the provincial treasury. The provin-
cial government then uses that money to increase its control or influence
over the rest of society.

“The equalization system promotes poor governance in another way. The
worse a ‘have not’ provincial economy performs the more money it
receives from the rest of Canada. A provincial government that must derive
its resources from its own economy has more of an incentive to promote
growth and prosperity.”

One of the problems that the new PC government will be facing, howev-
er, is that we have become quite used to our provincial government going
further and further into deficit in order to maintain existing services. While
there is a crying need for reform of our healthcare system in this province
- as there is to a greater or lesser extent everywhere else in Canada too, woe
to the politicians who would even think of implementing radical reform
within a system that has grown hugely bureaucratized.

In some ways I was able to understand better the limits anyone with fresh
ideas within the health system faces when I read Dr. Lorne Brandes’s well-
written book, “Survival: A Medical Memoir” ( about which you can read
much more on pages 12 and 13 of this issue). 

I had known something about Dr. Brandes’s research over the years, but
reading how dogged anyone who is involved in medical research must be
if they want to introduce a fresh idea into the system was quite the eye-
opener. At the same time though, reading about the brilliant scientists and
health care researchers we have right here in our own backyard provided
some sense of reassurance that, within certain circles at least, Manitobans
are held in the highest regard by their colleagues worldwide.

There are too many constant reminders, however, how low Manitoba
compares to other jurisdictions on an entire scale of academic markers.
Whether it’s the Maclean’s magazine annual rating of Canadian universi-
ties, in which the University of Manitoba always ends up at the bottom or
near the bottom (The University of Winnipeg fares somewhat better when
it comes to a comparison with universities of similar size.), or those test
results for reading and mathematics that consistently place Manitoba pub-
lic school students near the bottom of any list, it’s hard not to develop a ter-
rible inferiority complex over coming from Manitoba. (And that’s not to
mention the performances of our sports teams - oh boy, do our collective
psyches ever take a beating here in Manitoba!)

That’s why it’s particularly encouraging to see the outstanding results of
Gray Academy students in national mathematics competitions (as reported
on page 17 of this issue). To a certain extent, we are reliant upon the per-
formances of elite individuals in order to insure that the vast majority of us
also do well. Without the brilliance of the Manitobans whom Dr. Brandes
cites in his book, and without the achievements of talented students in
schools such as the Gray Academy, Manitoba would be an even more
mediocre province than it has become over the years.

The thought does occur to me quite regularly, however, especially after
I’ve read one more of one of Gerry Posner’s columns drawing attention to
yet one other ex-Winnipegger who’s gone on to a terrific career once he or
she has left Winnipeg, that too many of those bright young minds at the
Gray Academy will also be leaving us at some point in the future.

With that in mind, I contacted someone at the Jewish Foundation some
time back with this question: “Do you ever keep track of the recipients of
scholarships that the Jewish Foundation gives to see how many of them
have remained in Manitoba?” Unfortunately, the answer was no, although
I was given the names of a couple of scholarship recipients who have
remained here in case I wanted to contact them.

I’m always fascinated to know where members of our community have
ended up once they’ve left Winnipeg - and what they’ve done with their
lives. Sure, we still have a huge number of talented individuals who con-
tinue to enrich this community (and eventually Myron Love will get to pro-
filing every last one of them!), but just think of the vast amount of talent
we’ve lost over the years.

Lorne Brandes is one of those rare individuals who actually came to
Winnipeg to conduct his research - when he could have gone to any num-
ber of different places where he might have received far more recognition.
But Dr. Brandes is the exception. Just think how much more vibrant a city
this would have been - or could be, if just a few of those tens of thousands
of talented individuals who chose to go elsewhere would have chosen to
remain here instead?  
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Comment

Northwestern University professor
presents legal case for Israeli 

settlement in Judea and Samaria
By MYRON LOVE

I find it interesting how the meaning of words can change over time and
assume entirely different, even Orwellian meanings. Take the term “set-
tlers”, for example.

In the old days, settlers were people who bravely moved into virgin
lands, farmed the earth, and planted roots. However, in the context of the
Middle East, “settler” has become in Palestinian parlance, synonymous
with “Jew” or “Israeli” – and not in a positive sense. In Palestinian use, all
Israelis are considered “settlers” as evidenced by an attack last January in
Tel Aviv. All the victims of the attack were described in Palestinian dis-
course as “settlers”, even though one was an Israeli Arab, a second victim
was a Palestinian Arab working illegally in Israel, and the victim who died
was an American Christian tourist.

The use of “settler’ as a
synonym for “Israeli” is
meant to imply that Israel
is a colonialist state settled
by Europeans – at the
expense of the locals –
even though there has been
a Jewish presence in the
land of Israel almost with-
out disruption for 3000-
4000 years, and that more
than half of Israeli Jews are
originally from Arab coun-
tries, not Europe.

In the Western world, the
gullible and historically
ignorant (university students, diplomats, politicians, and many reporters)
think of “settlers” as Israelis living illegally on supposed Palestinian land,
thereby violating “International Law”.

Most people around the world firmly hold to the view that Israel’s resi-
dential housing communities built in Judea and Samaria/the West Bank are
“illegal”. Northwestern University Professor of Law Eugene Kontorovich
would beg to differ.

As reported by writer Miriam Elman in a March 10 posting on the web-
site “Legal Insurrection”, Kantorovich, a leading expert in the fields of
constitutional law, international law, and the intersection of law and eco-
nomics, on a recent speaking tour of American universities and colleges,
debunked the idea that Israeli communities on the other side of the “green
line” are illegal under international law.

In her piece, Elman summarized a 50-minute YouTube video of
Kantorovich’s arguments. The professor’s first point, Elman noted, is that
International Law derives from treaties and customs, not United Nations
resolutions that have no legal standing. The League of Nations, in 1922,
established the Mandate for Palestine as the national home for the Jewish
people and, Kantorovich notes, the League of Nations-mandated borders
(including Judea and Samaria aka the West Bank) are still the legal borders.

The armistice lines – the “Green Line” – “are neither a political nor a ter-
ritorial boundary and have no legal force under international law, didn’t
correspond to any prior administrative border,” Kantorovich said.

“Further, it was Jordan’s ‘belligerent occupation’ of the West Bank that
was illegal. Jordan unlawfully invaded and annexed Judea and Samaria. In
1967, Israel ended this illegal occupation in a war of self-defense, taking
control of the territory. This suggests that it’s actually Israel which has a
strong claim of sovereign title to the territory, by virtue of its having retak-
en the area from an unlawful Jordanian presence. The case of Israel is
unique because there’s no prior instance where a new state’s territory was
immediately occupied. But Israel has valid claims to legal title of the West
Bank, and now legally holds it.”

And Jewish civilians living in the West Bank isn’t an international crime,
he pointed out. The Fourth Geneva Convention’s Article 49(6), he noted,
doesn’t say that civilians can’t voluntarily move to live in occupied terri-
tory. Nor does it require occupying powers to make it difficult or burden-
some for civilians to reside in these territories.

“With regard to the West Bank,” he noted, “a sizeable portion of Jewish
Israelis who live there today didn’t move into the area, much less were they
transferred there by Israel–they were born there. And these settler babies
and kids aren’t there illegally.”

Kantorovich further noted that many other nation-states that are regard-
ed as occupiers under international law and have moved settlers into those
territories have garnered virtually no international opprobrium in compar-
ison to the negative reactions towards Israel.

“Only Israel’s actions in the West Bank are deemed unlawful and worthy
of boycott, even as plenty of other countries–including America–have
occupied territories and enabled their citizens to live in them,” he said.
“That is a result of double standards that have politicized international law,
and undermined its integrity.”

Greetings from the Deep South - and thanks
for printing my article

Hey Bernie (“Hey” is a horrible salutation but it’s colloquially correct
here in the Deep South).

Many thanks for printing my article (about serving in Sar-El - April
13 issue) with the tribute to Hadar Cohen in it. My tribute was origi-
nally sent out as a single notice with a picture of Hadar but an Israeli
Rabbi, who publishes a newsletter, questioned my motivation for start-
ing it. He said that there have been hundreds of similar tragedies and
nobody from America had reacted this way. He said that if I wrote a
small article explaining why I felt so haunted by this loss, he would
consider printing it. I resisted writing the article because it made the
story about me and not about a heroic young soldier. I hope that you
understand.

El and I have a son who served in the Golani Brigade during the bad
times on ‘the heights’. Somehow, we were not as empathetic as we
should have been and it never occurred to us that we could have lost
him in a heartbeat. The loss of Hadar brought it all home in a crushing
way. arrrggghhh

Once again, thank you and El and I hope that you have a wonderful
Pesach.
Sidney Conn
Birmingham, Alabam

There already was a plaque 
commemorating Rabbi Kahanovitch

Editor, The Jewish Post and News:
I read with interest your report (The Jewish Post & News, March 30,

2016) on the unveiling of a Historic Sites and Monuments Board of
Canada (Government of Canada) plaque to Chief Rabbi Israel Isaac
Kahanovitch.

I was surprised, however, that there was no mention made of the
Manitoba Heritage Council (Province of Manitoba) plaque to Rabbi
Kahanovitch (1989), based on a historical research report prepared for
the Council, which advises the Manitoba Minister of Culture and
Heritage on heritage matters, by the Historic Resources Branch, the
research arm of the Council.

This plaque, and another on the Beginning of the Jewish Community
in Manitoba (concerning the 1882 immigration of Russian refugee
Jews) were unveiled at, and mounted on an interior wall in, the former
YMHA on Hargrave Street, and transferred to the Asper Jewish
Community Centre upon its completion. With their stated goal of wish-
ing to expand the commemoration of individuals, places, and events of
potential national historical significance in ethno-cultural-religious
communities, including Jewish, in Western Canada, Parks Canada did
some outreach and consulted with the Historic Resources Branch and
others. As a result, and certainly following the provincial lead, both
Abraham Albert Heaps (City of Winnipeg alderman, Winnipeg General
Strike leader, and Member of Parliament) and Kahanovitch were rec-
ognized as individuals of national historic significance with their
respective plaques.

(The Manitoba Heritage Council Heaps plaque is mounted on an
inside wall of the Heaps Building at 254 Portage Avenue). Other
Manitoba Heritage Council plaques with a Jewish theme commemorate
the Interlake Jewish farming colony of Bender Hamlet (the plaque is
mounted at Bender Hamlet) and the Manitoba Agricutural College
(Fort Osborne Barracks site).

The latter plaque is mounted on the inside wall to the entrance of the
Asper Jewish Community Centre, which is mentioned in the plaque. 

The Manitoba Heritage Council commemorations in the 1980’s and
early 1990’s were a direct result of the energetic, and indeed indefati-
gable efforts of the president of the then-Jewish Historical Society of
Western Canada, the late Harry Gutkin, and a small number of other
volunteers.

His, and their, endeavors in this respect should be remembered. 
Sincerely
Henry Trachtenberg

Bernie Bellan responds:
Hi Henry,

It didn’t occur to me that there was already a plaque honouring Rabbi
Kahanovitch until I read your e-mail. Today I was at the campus and
decided to look for the plaque - which I found near the elevator leading
up to the organizational offices. And you know what? I was the one
who typeset the Hebrew and Yiddish for the plaque! Duh! If anyone
should have remembered that there already was a plaque commemorat-
ing Rabbi Kahanovitch, it should’ve been me. 
-Bernie
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Apples from the Desert (Tapoukhim min ha’midbar)
Tuesday, May 24 7:30 p.m. / Tuesday, June 7, 3:00 p.m. 
The rebellious teenage daughter of ultra-Orthodox Jewish parents journeys into the secu-
lar world in Apples from the Dessert an adaptation of the award-winning Israeli play that
poignantly explores themes of love and reconciliation. Rebecca Abravanel is an only
child, living a cloistered existence with her strictly religious Sephardic parents in
Jerusalem. Unhappy with the restrictive traditions of home and community, she secretly
breaks taboos, attending dance classes where she forms a relationship with secular kib-
butznik Dooby. After Rebecca runs away from home, the family conflict culminates in a
moment of truth, forcing them to confront their beliefs and one another. (Israel, 2014)

Baba Joon 
Saturday, May 28, 8:00 p.m. / Monday, June 6, 3:00 p.m.
Baba Joon, Israel’s Best Foreign Language Film submission to the Academy Awards and
the winner of five Israeli “Oscars,” is a universal story about intergenerational conflict.

The film zooms in on Israel’s Iranian Jewish population and is the nation’s first-ever
movie in Farsi. It stars Navid Negabhan (Abu Nazir in Homeland) as an immigrant from
Iran who wants his son Moti to learn the family business. Moti, however, has a different
passion. The arrival of an uncle from America sets off a chain of events. Soon, Yitzhak
will learn that his son is just as stubborn as he is. (Israel, 2015)

Dough
Wednesday, June 1, 7:30 p.m., / Friday, June 3, 1:00 p.m.
Curmudgeonly widower Nat Dayan obstinately clings to his way of life and his livelihood
as a Kosher bakery shop owner in London’s East End. With a dwindling clientele and the
pressures of encroaching big box stores, Nat reluctantly enlists the help of teenager
Ayyash who has a secret side gig selling marijuana to help his struggling immigrant moth-
er to make ends meet. When Ayyash accidentally drops his stash into the mixing dough,
the challah starts flying off the shelves and an unlikely friendship forms between the old
Jewish baker and his young Muslim apprentice. Dough is a warmhearted and gently

humorous story about overcoming prejudice and finding
redemption in unexpected places. (UK, 2015).

Felix and Meira (Félix et Meira)
Thursday, June 2, 7:30 p.m.
Felix and Meira, is the story of an unconventional
romance between two people living vastly different lives
mere blocks away from one another. Meira, a young
Hasidic housewife and mother, and Felix, a man lost in
mourning the recent death of his father, unexpectedly meet
at a local bakery in Montreal’s Mile End district. What
starts as an innocent friendship becomes more serious as
the two wayward strangers find comfort in one another.
(Canada, 2015)

Fever at Dawn (Hajnali láz)
Tuesday, May 31, 3:00 p.m., /Tuesday, June 7, 7:30 p.m.
July 1945. Fever at Dawn is the true story of Miklos a 25
year-old Hungarian who has survived the camps and has
been brought to Sweden to convalesce. His doctor has just
given him a death sentence — his lungs are filled with
fluid and in six months he will be gone. But Miklos has
other plans. He didn’t survive the war only to drown from
within, and so he wages war on his own fate. He acquires
the names of the 117 Hungarian women also recovering in
Sweden, and he writes a letter to each of them in his beau-
tiful cursive hand. One of these women, he is sure, will
become his wife. (Hungary, 2015)

How to Win Enemies   (Cómo ganar enemigos)
Sunday, May 29, 7:30 p.m.
Lucas is a young lawyer with a penchant for detective sto-
ries. When he meets Barbara at a cafe, he is enamored. She
is smart, sexy, and has great taste in literature.  But things
aren’t always what they seem.  After Barbara goes home
with Lucas, he wakes up to find his financial savings, and
Barbara, gone.   Determined to find her and to solve this
mystery, Lucas uses the detective skills gathered from his
beloved books and finds himself in an intriguing twisted
plot. (Argentina, 2015)

Labyrinth of Lies (Im Labyrinth des Schweigens)
Monday, May 30, 7:30 p.m. / 
Thursday, June 2, 3:00 p.m.
Labyrinth of Lies sheds light on this little known story of
the Frankfurt Auschwitz trials, which took place in the
early 1960s but are practically unknown. Young public
prosecutor Johann Radmann comes across some docu-
ments that help initiate the trial against some members of
the SS who served in Auschwitz. But both the horrors of
the past and the hostility shown towards his work bring
Johann close to a meltdown. It is nearly impossible for him
to find his way through this maze; everybody seems to
have been involved or guilty. (Germany, 2014)

Midnight Orchestra (L’orchestre de minuit)
Tuesday, May 31, 7:30 p.m. 
After leaving Morocco as a child amidst racial tensions
spurred by the Yom Kippur War, the son of a once famous
Jewish musician returns to his home country to bury his
father. Aided by an eclectic cab driver, his search for the
former members of his father’s band unexpectedly trans-
forms his life forever. When death claims his father before
they can reunite and reconcile, Michael seeks to under-
stand the legacy of this iconic singer of yesteryear, a man
largely unknown to him. 

Rabin in His Own Words (Rabin BeMilotav Shelo)
Monday, May 30, 3:00 p.m., Monday, June 6, 7:30 p.m.
The documentary Rabin in His Own Words is told entire-
ly in Yitzchak Rabin’s own voice. Through a combination
of rare archival footage, home movies and private letters,
his personal and professional dramas unfold before the
viewer’s eyes - from his childhood as the son of a labour
leader before the founding of the State of Israel, from a
farmer into an army man who stood at some of the most
critical junctures in Israeli history, through his later years
during which he served as Prime Minister of Israel until
the horrific moment when his political career and life were
suddenly brought to an end. (Israel, 2015)

Tickets selling fast  for 2016 Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival 
presented by The Asper Foundation Performances and the Rady Jewish Community Centre

May 24 - June 7
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Continued on next page.



Have you wondered how do you say vegetarian in Yiddish?    Feh, of course.
For its eighth season, Winnipeg’s One and Only Yiddish celebration

Mameloshen, is back for 2016. Brought to you by The I.L Peretz Folk
School Endowment Trust and the Rady JCC, featuring the best in
Yiddish songs, music and humour! 

On Wednesday, June 15, you’ll laugh, you’ll cry as you sit in the audi-
ence for The Almost Ed Sullivan Yiddish Variety Show. In the spirit of that
venerable television program, this special Mameloshen event features
singers, musicians and a circus act in Yiddish no less. In fact, multi-talent-
ed Gilon Lazar might even break a world record while performing one of
his stunts, emes! Other stellar performers include Richard Yaffe, Justin
Odwak, Tracy Kasner Greaves and Ian Dimerman and more.

Also that same evening, The Gray Academy of Jewish Education
Yiddish Choir will perform under the direction
of David Vamos. These students proudly sing in
Yiddish and help keep the language alive. This
will be their eighth appearance at Mameloshen
and they have new songs to sing for you.

Back in 2010, well known performers Debbie
Maslowsky and Shayla Fink presented a spe-
cial program produced just for Mameloshen
called, A Tribute to the Barry Sisters. The show
was so well received, there were offers to make
it a touring show. Well, Mameloshen is proud to
bring the shvesters back. The beloved Barry
A.K.A. Bagelman Sisters became world
famous for their melodious harmonies and audi-
ence pleasing shows. A Tribute to the Barry
Sisters takes place on.Monday, June 27.
Debbie Maslowsky is an award winning actress
and performer, regularly seen on the stages of
The Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre and
Rainbow Stage. Shayla Fink is known for her
work with Canada’s highly acclaimed award
winning klezmer band FINJAN and other musi-
cal exploits.

On Wednesday, June 22, the renowned
Yiddish singer, Vira Lozinsky will perform
direct from Israel. She was born in Beltz,

Moldavia. The very place the famous Yiddish ballad Mein Shteteleh Beltz
pays tribute to. She possesses a beautiful voice that you’ll always remem-
ber. In 1991, she emigrated to Israel with her family and went on to get
degrees in Yiddish Literature and Musicology from Bar-Ilan University.
She will perform with well known Winnipeg bandleader and pianist, Ron
Paley.

Don’t miss any of these shows!

All performances are in the Muriel Richardson Auditorium at the
Winnipeg Art Gallery and begin at 7:30 P.M. Tickets go on sale May 11,
2016 at the Rady JCC online at www.rady.jcc.com or by calling (204) 477-
7510.

Transportation is also available for seniors for a nominal charge.
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Once in a Lifetime  (Les héritiers)
Wednesday, June 1, 3:00 p.m., 
Friday, May 27, 5:00 p.m.
A dedicated history teacher at a French high school, Anne
Gueguen, is determined to give the best education she can
to her underprivileged inner-city pupils. Frustrated but
undaunted by student apathy, Anne tests her multicultur-
al classroom with a unique assignment: a national com-
petition on the theme of child victims of the Nazi con-
centration camps. The project is initially met with
extreme resistance, until a face-to-face encounter with a
Holocaust survivor changes the students’ attitudes dra-
matically. 
(France, 2016)

Orchestra of Exiles (Orchester im Exil)
Wednesday, May 25, 7:30 p.m.
One Polish violinist. Seventy Jewish musicians. Together,
they waged a four-year struggle, fighting the Nazis with
the only weapon they had; music. Orchestra of Exiles
reveals the dramatic story of Bronislaw Huberman, the
celebrated Polish violinist who used his vision and
resourcefulness to rescue some of the world’s greatest
musicians from Nazi Germany succeeded in creating one
of the world’s greatest orchestras, the future Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra. Alexander Mickelwaite, the
WSO’s music director will be in attendance (USA,
Israel, 2012)

Son of Saul (Saul fia)
Friday, May 27, 1:00 p.m., Sunday, June 5, 7:30 p.m.
October 1944, Auschwitz-Birkenau. Saul Ausländer is a
Hungarian member of the Sonderkommando, the group
of Jewish prisoners isolated from the camp and forced to
assist the Nazis in the machinery of large-scale extermi-
nation. While working in one of the crematoriums, Saul
discovers the corpse of a boy he takes for his son. As the
Sonderkommando plans a rebellion, Saul decides to carry
out an impossible task: save the child’s body from the
flames, find a rabbi to recite the mourner’s Kaddish and
offer the boy a proper burial. Winner of the Academy
Award for Best Foreign Language Film. (Hungary, 2015)

(Continued from previous page.)

Continued on page 22. See “Film Festival”.
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Elliott Lazar and Josh
Bellan were among the major
winners in the 98th annual
Winnipeg Music Festival
(which ran from February 28
to March 20).

Vocalist Bellan, the 19-
year-old son of Murray
Bellan and Robyn Zimberg
scored in his age group with

songs in French and  German as well as in the English
Art and vocal solo, Musical Theatre Ballad categories.
He won the Alma Wynne Memorial Trophy; the Mary
Campbell Memorial Bursary; was co-winner of the
Musical Theatre category; was a runner-up for the
Rainbow Stage Trophy;  and was recommended for
provincial competitions in the vocal intermediate and
Musical Theatre categories.

Bellan has been studying voice (first with Kelly Robinson, more recent-
ly with David Klassen) for five years and has competed in the Winnipeg
Music Festival for the past four years. He says he was inspired to pursue a
career in song by musicals he saw at Rainbow Stage and the Manitoba
Theatre Centre. He attended Grant Park High School, which is well known
for its performing arts program.

He is currently studying voice at the University of Manitoba School of
Music.

“I enjoy performing and look forward to opportunities to perform,” he
says. “I hope that I will be able to pursue a career on stage and perhaps as
a voice teacher.”

Elliott Lazar competed in six different categories: Oratorio Aria, Opera
Aria, French Melodie, 20th and 21st century English Art Song, German
Lieder and Musical Theatre (the last in a duet) and finished first or second
in each category. He was runner up for the Rose Bowl this year.

Last year, he says, he was first in the provincial competition in the senior
voice category.

Lazar is graduating this spring with a Bachelor of Music degree from the
University of Manitoba Faculty of Music.

The son of Michael and Cheryl Lazar got his start in musical theatre in
Gray Academy shows. He has appeared in Winnipeg Studio Theatre pro-
ductions and also been involved behind the scenes assisting Steven Shipper
in directing Camp Massad’s 60th anniversary gala three years ago.

Lazar has a busy spring and summer ahead, including roles in Dry Cold
Productions’ “A Little Night Music” at the end of May and the Manitoba
Underground Opera’s production outside on the grounds of the St.
Boniface Cathedral. In July and August, he will be in Edmonton for six
weeks playing Leo Frank in a new opera being mounted by Opera Nuova.
(Leo Frank was the young Jewish man who was lynched by a southern mob
in Georgia about 100 years ago.)

He will also be entering a Fringe production with friends Erin and Erica
Schwartz. The threesome are the founders of Creative Mind Productions, a
musical theatre company for university age performers.

Lazar’s goal is a career
in  voice and the theatre.

Alyssa Cohen’s instrument is the classical guitar. In the festival, she fin-
ished first in Classical Guitar Solo, Romantic Composers and 20/21st

Century Composers, Grade 6 Levels. She was also runner-up for the
Institute of Chartered Piano Tuners of Manitoba Trophy (which, she notes,
is quite an accomplishment for a classical guitar player) and won a
Winnipeg Classical Guitar Society scholarship. Her next stop is the upcom-
ing provincial competitions.

The H.C. Avery Grade 8 student (and daughter of Robert and Sandy
Cohen) took up the guitar at the age of six. “My father plays guitar and I
wanted to be like him,” she says.

She found though that she wasn’t comfortable using a pick. Her teacher
therefore recommended that she try classical guitar. She reports that she has
won several gold medals over the years at the Winnipeg Music Festival in
her categories. She has performed numerous times at her school, has made
appearances at the Planetarium, Eckhardt Grammate Hall at the University
of Winnipeg and at Congregation Etz Chayim (for a Women’s League pro-
gram).

She says that she would like to pursue a career in classical guitar.
“I just got a Jesse Perry guitar,” she says happily.

Jewish lawyers featured in star roles in 
annual bar association MTC fundraiser

Four Jewish members of our city’s legal
community have prominent roles in this
year’s annual joint Royal Manitoba Theatre
Centre/Manitoba Bar Association musical
production of “La Cage Aux Folles”, which
features a cast comprised entirely of
Winnipeg legal eagles.

For Richard Yaffe, who plays Jabin, one of
the two leads, this is his sixth RMTC/MBA
show. The lawyer with Aikins McAuley has
had previous roles in “Grease”, “You can’t
take it With You”, “Fiddler on the Roof” and
“Cabaret”, in which he which he was cast as
the emcee.

“I thought that my role in’Cabaret’ was the
highlight of my theatrical career,” Yaffe
says, “but this is better. ‘La Cage Aux
Folles’ (for which, he notes, Jerry Herman
wrote the music and Harvey Feierstein provided the lyrics) is better. It
reminds me of ‘Fiddler’ because both shows are about family and there are
times of both laughter and tears.”

Yaffe notes that other Jewish cast members include RMTC/MBA pro-
duction veterans Gail Asper (who portrays the mother of the young woman
who is the fiancée of Jabin’s stepson; Evan Roitenberg (Gindin Wolson
Simmonds Roitenberg) who plays Jabin’s maid; Crown Attorney Neil
Steen, who is Jabin’s stepson. Steen played the lead in the 2014 production
of “How To Succeed in Business Without Really Trying”.

In addition, Bryan Klein (Aikins MacAuley) is in the chorus as one of the
“Cagelles”; Klein also has a small part as the owner of a café on the prom-
enade in St. Topez.

Finally, Norm Rosenbaum (Merchant Law) plays the clarinet in the
orchestra.

Yaffe adds that RMTC Artistic Director Steven Schipper is directing the
production, while Dr. Eric Vickar is the rehearsal piano accompanist and is
playing the keyboard during the show.

The MRTC/MBA production runs until April 30th; unfortunately, howev-
er,  Yaffe reports that the show is sold out.

Funds from the performances will go toward the RMTC and the Fringe
Festival. Since its inception in 1990, the annual production has raised close
to $1 million.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Jewish teens multiple award winners at 2016 Winnipeg Music Festival

Classical guitarist 
ALYSSA COHEN –

multiple award winner

Singer
JOSH BELLAN –

multiple award winner

Singer
ELLIOTT LAZAR –
Rose Bowl runner up 

RICHARD YAFFE
starring in lawyers’

annual musical



Founder of  Child Life Departments at St. Boniface Hospital 
and Children’s Hospital still active at 93

By MYRON LOVE
Ruth Kettner recalls the moment three years ago

when her daughter (and oldest child), Faye Hellner,
first told her that the family (Faye and her three
younger brothers, Dr. Bill – who is a dentist , Bruce
and Dr. Joel) had decided to commemorate their moth-
er’s 90th birthday by establishing the Ruth Kettner
Child Life Education Endowment Fund at the
Children’s Hospital.

“I had told my children that I didn’t want a big
party,” she remembers. “I was at a play with my
daughter and one of my granddaughters when, at inter-
mission, Faye told me about the endowment fund. It
brought tears to my eyes.”

The response was overwhelming, she says.
Donations poured in from people whose children the
founder of the Children’s Hospital Child Life Department had looked after
years before.

“I didn’t recognize a lot of their names,” she says. “I generally only knew
children by their first names. 

“I phoned and thanked every donor personally. I was deeply touched.”
The endowment fund, she notes, pays for Child Life program workers to

attend professional development conferences
anywhere in the world. “For conferences in
Canada and the United States, the fund allows up
to five Child Life workers to attend,” she points
out. “For conferences elsewhere that are more
expensive to attend, perhaps only one staff per-
son would be able to go.”

Kettner founded not only the Children’s
Hospital program, she was also in on the ground
floor of the equivalent program at the St.
Boniface Hospital. She was hired for the Child
Life Department at Children’s Hospital in 1970 and became director in
1971. She retired in 1987.

During that time, she introduced many innovations to the program -
including the creation of CHTV, a closed-circuit television channel that
entertains children in the hospital with age-appropriate programming; the
use of medical puppets to teach young patients about various medical pro-
cedures; and numerous psychosocial programs in the hospital over the
years - programs such as outreach to help well children learn about the hos-
pital and orientation programs for children waiting for surgery.

Growing up on Corydon Avenue in the 1920s and 30s, being a career
woman was the farthest thing from the former Ruth Wiseman’s mind. In
1942, at the age of 19, she married Dr. Max Kettner, soon to be a math and
physics professor at the University of Manitoba.  Ruth eventually settled
into a life as a wife, mother and homemaker on Luxton in the North End.

In the mid-1960s, with her children  in their teens, Ruth Kettner decided
on a “career change”. With her family’s support, she enrolled in the
Childhood Education program at the Manitoba Institute of Technology (the
precursor to Red River College).

After graduation, she responded to an ad for a “play lady” for a new pro-
gram at the St. Boniface Hospital. “They wanted someone who would play
with the children who were patients in the hospital,” she recalls.

But that is not how Kettner defined the work. Right from the beginning,
she had other ideas. She saw herself as an advocate for the patients.

“The children’s ward was on the hospital’s eighth floor,” she remembers.
“The doctors would work their way up the floors, leaving children who had
had to fast while waiting for tests to wait a long time. I began putting in
complaints right away and soon got results.”

After six months at St. B., she was recruited to work in the new Child
Life Department at the Children’s Hospital and, within a year, the director
of the program (who had hired her) left his position and she was promoted
to head the department.

As she viewed it, one of the goals for her and her staff was to provide
children in the hospital with a positive and growing experience during their
hospital stay. “We made an effort to explain to the children, according to
their age levels, everything they were going through,” she says.

“I also saw it as our role to observe the children and help the doctors
understand what the children were going through emotionally.”

One big problem early on, she remembers, was how medical students
dealt with dying young patients. “There was a case of one child who was
dying,” she recalls. “I was sitting with him. The medical student  who was
handling his case looked in briefly, waved and hurried away. The child was
left with the impression that the young doctor was mad at him.”

Kettner quickly tracked the doctor down, spoke to him about the situa-
tion and the importance of his actually visiting the patients. The doctor was
afraid that he wouldn’t know what to say.

Kettner began to advocate for two new courses to be added to the med-
ical school curriculum – courses on death and dying and on communica-

tion skills. After two years of lobbying, she
says, Dr. Victor Chernick, who was head of
pediatrics, assigned her to teach the courses.

“Even though I had no medical training,”
she says, “I was designated an associate pro-
fessor in the faculty. I set up my classes so
that I taught ten students at a time, sitting in
a circle so that we would all be facing each
other.”

Kettner retired in 1987, largely because
her husband had just retired. Shortly after
retirement, they found themselves at the
annual RV show at the Convention Centre
and, on a whim, decided to buy an RV. They
spent the next several years spending three
months a year on the road – until Max

Kettner’s health began to deteriorate. He passed away in 2008.
Ruth Kettner has received several awards over the years. She was hon-

oured in 1977 when she received the Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubilee
Medal. In 1978, she was the YWCA Woman of the Year. In 2004 she was
honoured with the Child Life Council Distinguished Service Award.

Today, at 93, she still lives on her own and keeps active with visits three
times a week to the Reh Fit Centre.
She also belongs to a writing group
that meets weekly at her Osborne
Village area apartment.

“It’s important to keep active
physically and socially,” says the
proud baba of 13 grandchildren and
17 great grandchildren.
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RUTH KETTNER

Kettner began to advocate for two new
courses to be added to the medical school
curriculum – courses on death and dying
and on communication skills. After two years
of lobbying, she says, Dr. Victor Chernick,
who was head of pediatrics, assigned her to
teach the courses.
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Holocaust Awareness Week:
May 1- 7, 2016

We Remember our Past. 
We Trust in the Future.

Yom Hashoah/Holocaust Memorial Day is on May 5th, 2016. The
Federation’s Annual Public Holocaust Commemoration will take
place at 12:00 noon, May 5th at the Holocaust Monument on the
grounds of the legislature. The Premier will welcome everyone, the
Honourable Jim Carr, will bring greetings on behalf of the Federal
government, Mayor Brian Bowman will speak on behalf of the city.
Rabbis, community dignitaries, members of the legislature, Holocaust
survivors, students from Winnipeg schools and several hundred mem-
bers of the community will commemorate Yom Hashoah together.

Sunday, May 1st: The Annual Holocaust Memorial Service and
street-naming ceremony will begin Holocaust Awareness Week at
Congregation Etz Chayim, 123 Matheson Ave. E. at 11:00 a.m. with
Rev. Dr. Gordon N. Taylor as keynote speaker. This service is usually
attended by Holocaust survivors, their families and members of the
public at large. It will be followed, in the evening, by the 9th Annual
Yom Hashoah Commemorative Service and reading of the “Megillat
Hashoah” at 7:00 p.m. at Congregation Shaarey Zedek – a liturgical
service at which representatives from various faith streams will be rep-
resented.

Monday, May 2nd: The Annual UJPO/Sholem Aleichem Community
Program at Congregation Etz Chayim takes place at 7:30 pm. Along
with the North End Jewish Folk Choir; there will be a talk entitled: The
Warsaw Ghetto – Second Generation Perspectives. 

Tuesday, May 3rd: The Stay Young Centre of the Rady JCC will host
a Holocaust Program at 11:15 a.m. at the Asper Jewish Community
Campus. The program features the movie “Blind Love: Journey
through Poland with Man’s Best Friend”.

Thursday, May 5th Yom Hashoah: B’nai Brith Canada’s “Unto Every
Person There is a Name” program will take place at 9:30 a.m. in Room
254 at the Legislature. It will be followed by The Annual Public
Holocaust Commemoration at the Holocaust Monument at noon.

Friday, May 6th: Jewish Child and Family Service will host a pro-
gram for Holocaust survivors. It includes a memorial service and pro-
gram led by Rabbi Alan Green and lunch at the Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre, 1588 Main St. at 12:30 p.m. 

At 7:30 p.m., Temple Shalom, 1077 Grant Ave. is hosting a Shabbat
and Shoah Memorial Service at 1077 Grant Ave.

Saturday, May 7th: Temple Shalom will host “Tales of the
Holocaust” and a Havdallah Service at 1077 Grant Ave. at 7:30 p.m.

Santa responded by apologizing for
the delay and letting the Cohens know
that their stone had been picked up by
Westwood Memorials for safe keeping.

Westwood Memorials’ Curtis Link reports that he agreed to temporarily
store Eden Memorials pre-need monuments (saving the memorials from
being lost in the closure). “After learning that Eden Memorials was clos-
ing, several monument dealers attended Eden Memorials to view the
inventory,” Link says. “Eden Memorials asked a few memorial owners if
they would consider storing the pre-need memorials for their customers.
Westwood Memorials agreed to assist Eden Memorial’s customers and
store the memorials until the memorial owners could be notified and
make alternative arrangements.

Link says that he advised the concerned families (There are about two
dozen families affected with about half being Jewish.) that Westwood
would store the memorials without charge up until August 31, 2016.
“Customers have the option of making arrangements to pick up their
memorial from Westwood Memorials or obtain a quote for any outstand-
ing work needed (for inscriptions, bases, installations, permits, etc),” he
says. “If the customers would like Westwood to complete future work
needed, a new contract would be made with Westwood Memorials.

“Any contracts with Eden Memorials cannot be honored by Westwood
Memorials as the companies are not affiliated.”

Westwood Memorials has been in business for over 50 years. Curtis
Link took over the business in 2002 after his father passed away.

Link says that he would be happy to assist all of Eden’s customers in
determining the right decision for them and encourages them to contact
him directly to discuss the matter.

Bankruptcy specialist Joel Lazer (Lazer Grant) notes that the families
who prepaid Eden for the stones, inscriptions and installations could con-
sult a lawyer but doubts that it will help.

Eden Memorials
(Continued from page 1.)
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

English summary of 
Yiddish column

This year I taught the following courses at the
University of Manitoba: Jews in Space- Jewish lit-
erature in Europe, Contemporary Israel, Hebrew,
and Yiddish. My students came from Canada,
Israel, Nigeria, China, San Salvador, and
Singapore. The most popular course was the Israel
one where I also taught about Yiddish in the
Jewish state. The Yiddish course was more inti-
mate. Andrew Weber is from Winnipeg and stud-
ies German. He will be attending the Tel Aviv
Yiddish program this summer. Alisa Lezerrovici
was born in Brazil and wants to learn the Yiddish
her Romanian grandparents spoke. Yiddish has a
future in Winnipeg but one needs to cultivate and
support it. A freylekhn peysekh, 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Montreal mayor pledges to 
rename street, park honoring

Nazi sympathizer

MONTREAL (JTA)
– Montreal’s mayor
pledged to rename a
street and a park that
honor a Nazi sympa-
thizer who won the
Nobel Prize for medi-
cine in 1912.

Alexis Carrel, a
French biologist and
surgeon who died in
1944, earned fame for
pioneering a new tech-
nique in vascular surgery.

But he was also an avowed eugenicist who in
1936 praised Adolf Hitler’s racial policies, sup-
ported the Nazi-controlled Vichy regime in France
and advocated for the state’s elimination of “unde-
sirables.” Eugenics is a social philosophy that
aims to “improve” human genetic traits.

Mayor Denis Coderre’s promise to act came
after Quebec legislator David Birnbaum called on
the province’s municipalities to eliminate street
signs or other spaces bearing Carrel’s name before
Holocaust Memorial Day on May 4.

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs has sup-
ported the initiative.

Two other Quebec municipalities have streets
named for Carrel.

Haredi rabbi blesses marijuana as
kosher for Passover

(JTA) – Passover just became more of a high
holiday.

A leading haredi rabbi in Israel ruled that mari-
juana is kosher for Passover, and users can eat or
smoke the drug during the eight-day holiday, the
Times of Israel reported Tuesday.

Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky of Bnei Brak explained
that the plant, which is normally considered kit-
niyot, or a form of legume not permitted on
Passover, is perfectly legal under Jewish law when
used for medical purposes.

When presented with several leaves of the plant
Kanievsky, who the Times of Israel called the
leading halachic authority, was convinced right
away – he said the leaves had a “healing smell”
and blessed them.

He was responding to a request for a halachic
ruling from the pro-marijuana group Sian.

The Times of Israel noted that another Israeli
rabbi, Efraim Zalmanovich, had ruled medical
marijuana kosher in 2013.

The Conservative movement ruled this year that
all kitniyot, including legumes such as rice, beans
and corn, are kosher for Passover – overturning a
ban that has been upheld by Ashkenazi law since
the 13th century.

ALEXIS CARREL



New book by Winnipeg oncologist tells fascinating tale
By BERNIE BELLAN

In his over 40-year career as a
leading oncologist based in
Winnipeg, Lorne Brandes devel-
oped a reputation not only as a car-
ing doctor for thousands of
patients, he was also a brilliant
researcher and an acclaimed
teacher at the University of
Manitoba medical faculty. Now, he
has just published a memoir chron-
icling his years in cancer research
during which he took a drug dis-
covery from the laboratory into
cancer patients.

In describing Dr. Brandes’s
career, his publisher’s website
states: “Over the years, he treated
most types of cancer, but subse-
quently limited his practice to
breast and prostate cancer. Until his
retirement in September, 2015, he
greatly enjoyed teaching the art and science of oncology to the many stu-
dents and post-graduate physicians who rotated through his clinics.”

Now, after having retired from practice last fall, Brandes’ memoir is
receiving wide acclaim, both for the scholarly manner in which he details
the over 20-year portion of his career that was devoted to testing a drug
known as DPPE, and for the human element he injects into telling that
story.

I must admit that reading “Survival: A Medical Memoir” was not always
easy for me, as there is quite a bit of science involved in the story of how
the cancer-fighting antihistamine drug,  DPPE, was first discovered and
subsequently taken through the myriad of steps necessary to bring any new
drug to market. In telling the story of how he first came to realize the poten-
tial benefits of DPPE, Brandes not only delves into the science behind the
drug, he explores the very human side of the process of attempting to take
it from the laboratory to the pharmacy.

The book was first brought to my attention by Abe Anhang, who sug-
gested it as something we might want to review in The Jewish Post &
News. Abe wrote: “Truth be told, this is a book that was written on two lev-
els – one for the researchers and doctors who will read this book to confirm
how difficult it is to shepherd a drug through the approval stages, and one
for the layperson more interested in the human drama and the challenge
that researchers face in the search for drugs that counter disease!

“The book emphasizes all the personal relationships one has to rely on;
the dependence on the whims and judgement calls of government regula-
tors who go by the book; and drug company executives who are primarily
interested in bringing to market a product as quickly as possible, that can
be sold at a profit. All are constantly on the lookout for the miracle drug,
and with DPPE, it looked like they had one until the very late stage of the
human clinical trials!

“This book is witness to a span of 20 years of effort! One has to marvel
at the attention to detail Dr. Brandes had to recall, and then write it down
in readable English! One might argue that its greatest strength (its detail)
would appeal mostly to other researchers encountering similar problems.
While too much detail may be seen as weakness by readers who are only
interested in the drama, one can omit that detail and still understand the
point that Dr. Brandes is making!

“As one reads this book the question that cries out for response is: if a
professional researcher with an impeccable international reputation and
training cannot make it happen, how does a drug ever make it through the
process, and was this story just one of many, or was it illustrative of many?
If one of many, how does ANY drug ever make it through to public distri-
bution? Is it possible that a miracle cancer drug has already been discov-
ered, but for some administrative reason (either at the research level, the
government regulatory level or the drug company level) has faltered due to
failure in the process, (in other words, human frailty at work)?”

In her Foreword to the book, Dr. Agnes Klein, Health Canada’s Director
of the Centre for Evaluation of Radiopharmaceuticals and Biotherapeutics,
and someone who was actively involved in approving DPPE for the first
human trials, writes about Brandes: “To say that I saw him, from the start,
as a ‘unique character’ is an understatement. He was passionate and per-
sistent about his findings on DPPE, his basic and clinical research, as well
as his practice of oncology. This passion likely came from his calling, but
also from the Jewish dictum: ‘Tikun Olam’ (saving the world)…The story
that he writes is a good read after all the years that have passed. It is a story
that was worthwhile writing to have researchers understand that many
endeavours do not end successfully. This is true, especially, in the realm of
drug development…. I believe the book deserves to be published to remind
researchers, physicians, other health care professionals and even a regula-
tor like me, that the road to a successful drug is paved with pitfalls, despite

all good intentions, and that
while many active substances
never ‘make it’, much new
knowledge can be acquired
along the way.”

What I think readers - even readers for whom the science in the book may
be intimidating (count me among those individuals) – will find especially
interesting is the fascinating description of how Brandes worked with a
host of other brilliant researchers, many of whose names will no doubt be
familiar to Winnipeggers. From Lyonel Israels to Brent Schachter to Frank
LaBella – the list goes on and on – describing in full detail how scientific
research is brought to
fruition. In addition,
there is a dizzying
array of other charac-
ters who appear
throughout the book,
from other scientists
to pharmaceutical
company executives,
drug regulators and
even medical
reporters. 

Sadly, he also
recounts the names of
several individuals
with whom he
worked who have passed on. As a matter of fact, in reading this book, one
can’t help but note the irony of how many other brilliant doctors and
researchers who made their life’s work a search for better ways to combat
cancer, themselves succumbed to this disease.

One other aspect that Jewish readers, especially, may find endearing in
“Survivor: A Medical Memoir”, is Brandes’s self-deprecating wit and, I
think it would be fair to say, his awareness of how much his being Jewish
played a role in his career. In one chapter in particular, he describes how,
prior to a very important meeting with drug company executives, he was
warned to tone down his penchant for speaking his mind. His reply, that he
would “think Yiddish but act British”, is as apt a description of the
quandary that many Jews have faced, not only in academe, but in business
as well.
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LORNE BRANDES

Continued on next page.

Pharmacologist FRANK LaBELLA and
LORNE BRANDES were frequent collaborators

The late ARNOLD PORTIGAL
helped to broker the deal with Bristol
Myers that came close to seeing Brandes’s
drug, DPPE, brought to market

The late LYONEL ISRAELS 
mentored Lorne Brandes

BRENT SCHACTER
as head of CancerCare
Manitoba, provided huge sup-
port for Dr. Brandes’s research



An interview with Lorne Brandes in which he explains why he wrote his book
Recently I chatted with Lorne Brandes about his book, “Survival: A

Medical Memoir”. At the time that I spoke with Dr. Brandes, I had not read
any of the book, although I had seen quite a bit about it online. I began by
asking him whether the book would be technically demanding for someone
not well-versed in medicine or chemistry.

He said: “I think the book, in some areas, could be difficult, but it’s
important to understand that it’s a memoir – it’s more than a book about sci-
ence and medicine. It’s an intensely personal story about me, my family
and several of my colleagues. Even if you were a layman with no science
background at all, you would still find the majority of the book interesting
because it’s by no means all science; there’s a lot of politics, there’s a lot of
human drama. It extends over a 23-year period when I was dealing with
patent offices, pharmaceutical companies, government and regulatory
agencies, not to mention patients with cancer – a lot of things that people
who may not necessarily be interested in science would nonetheless find
fascinating.”

I asked  Brandes whether the book might be described as a case study of
trying to do alone something that is usually done by an entire team of doc-
tors and researchers.

He answered, “Yes, that’s a major part of the book and I think that‘s why
people have responded so strongly to it. First of all, I wanted to tell people
that it’s a very Winnipeg – University of Manitoba-centred story, but it also
has a very large international cast of players – not only in science and med-
icine, but in the pharmaceutical industry and in drug regulatory agencies
and so on.

“But a centre piece of the story is how a single individual – that was me,
in a single institution, in those days called the Manitoba Cancer Treatment
and Research Foundation, now CancerCare Manitoba – was able to take a
finding and, with tremendous, tremendous support from key people at the
university and the Cancer Foundation, especially Research VP, Marion
Vaisey-Genser; my mentor, Dr. Lyonel Israels; and Cancer Foundation
board chairman, Arnold Portigal – and in government– and here I’m specif-
ically talking about Premier Gary Filmon because I’m going back a lot of
years – they were instrumental in helping me move DPPE forward. It’s a
story I wanted to tell to give a lot of people credit for helping, for facilitat-
ing, and for allowing what happened to happen.”

Brandes also wanted to give credit to Health Canada for the support that
agency gave him. He noted that, in many ways, the support he was given
“reflected 1990s culture. I don’t believe that this could have happened
today”, because there are far too many layers of bureaucracy.

“One of the reasons for wanting to write the book was to show people
what happened over that 23-year time span because I felt that it was a cau-
tionary and valuable tale – quite a unique one.”

I asked Brandes whether his years of research and attempts to bring the
drug to market had reached an absolute finality.

“It actually reached two finalities,” he explained. “The first was in 1999
with Bristol-Myers Squibb. They had signed a licensing agreement to
develop the drug. DPPE was a drug that was meant to be combined with
chemotherapy. The role of the drug, based on all the research that we did,
was to make chemotherapy more effective against cancer. 

“An early phase 2 study in breast cancer, carried out by the Clinical Trials
Group of the National Cancer Institute of Canada, was successful, But
phase two studies are less stringent than phase three studies where people
are randomly assigned to one of two treatment groups, meaning my drug
plus chemotherapy, or to chemotherapy alone. Therefore a phase 3 trial, in
women who had breast cancer that had spread, involving about 300 patients
– 150 in each group –also carried out by the Canadian group, was begun.

“What makes the story so interesting is that Bristol-Myers was planning
to look at three different endpoints in that phase 3 trial. The two earlier end-
points, to get a signal as to whether DPPE was working, were tumour
shrinkage, and what is called “time to progression”, which means how long
it took from the time a person started on treatment until the disease started
to get active again and progressed. The third, and more important, late end-
point was survival, in other words, how long patients lived after starting
treatment.

“So they compared tumor shrinkage and the time to progression with my
drug in conjunction with a chemo drug called doxorubicin, versus doxoru-
bicin alone, and found that there was no significant difference. As a result,
Bristol-Myers did not feel there was anything to hang on to. They did not
want to go any further to see whether there was a survival difference
because, up until that time, drugs that did not improve time to progression,
did not do anything down the road in terms of improving survival. So they
dropped the drug and we were back to square one.

“But the Canadian trials group that was conducting the trial continued to
follow the patients. Suddenly, when they looked at the data 18 months later,
the group of patients that had received my drug plus chemotherapy lived 50
percent longer than the patients who got the chemotherapy alone – which
was so totally unexpected that it caused a tremendous stir –people didn’t
know what to make of it; they were absolutely floored.”

I asked Brandes whether it was too late then  to move on the positive
results that the National Cancer Institute of Canada had obtained.

“No, it was not too late,” he said. “Prior to that bombshell, a biotech com-

pany in Mississauga, called YM BioSciences, had approached us in 2000
and said, ‘We’d like to take on your drug because, from all the people we
talked to, Bristol-Myers may have acted prematurely, and you also con-
ducted trials in Winnipeg with men who had prostate cancer that looked
very promising to us. We would like to carry on with the prostate cancer
study that you were doing up until the time that this all happened.’

“YM BioSciences signed a licensing agreement with us to underwrite
that prostate study. Then, about six months after that, the survival data
came in from the other study which everybody got totally crazy about.

“YM BioSciences contracted out their own analytical assessment of the
data from the National Cancer Institute of Canada. Everybody came to the
conclusion that there was something important going on because, when
they broke it all down, women who benefited from DPPE in the study that
Bristol Myers ended were women with aggressive forms of breast cancer –
not women with slower growing forms.

“This led to YM BioSciences saying to the FDA, ‘We want to do anoth-
er trial.’ Then the FDA worked with them and said, ‘We will consider the
first study – the one that Bristol-Myers dropped – we will consider it posi-
tive for increased survival if your next study shows the same thing.’

“So, in the meantime – and this is why the story is so interesting – no drug
company was willing to come forward to sponsor it. They were all shell-
shocked. They couldn’t get beyond saying, ‘We don’t know how Dr.
Brandes’ drug works; we don’t understand why it would increase survival
when it didn’t increase the time to progression or make chemotherapy
shrink tumors any more than the chemotherapy drug alone.’

“So what YM BioSciences ended up doing was to raise venture capital in
New York and Toronto; they raised $40 million so that they could hire an
FDA-approved contract research organization, or CRO, to run the trial.

“Subsequently a 700+ patient trial was carried out to see whether they
could reproduce the findings. The trial was designed using all the informa-
tion from that initial Bristol-Myers trial so that only women with aggres-
sive breast cancer were treated. To make a very long story short, at the end
of the day, that repeat trial failed. To this day, the reason remains a mys-
tery.”

I asked how long it took for that trial to be completed. Brandes said it
took approximately two and a half years, ending in 2007.

“So, at the end of the day it was failure – after all of that time,” he said.
“The book covers all the ups and the downs of the journey and so much
more. It’s a book that one really has to read in order to understand what I
went through. The book is a very detailed discussion of science, of labora-
tory findings, of taking something from the laboratory bench to clinical tri-
als – how difficult that is, how difficult it is to deal with drug companies,
how difficult the whole thing was for me all those years, yet we drove it
forward.

“The cast of characters in my book is international. When I contacted
most of them out of courtesy to tell them that I was publishing this mem-
oir, the response that I got was uniformly one of interest, saying, ‘Boy, I
really want to read the book.’”
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The final takeaway that I’m sure
anyone reading this book will be

left with is an unmitigated admiration for scientific researchers who,
while they may be recognized for their efforts by their peers, plumb away
in laboratories for years, constantly worrying about applying for grants,
about having papers accepted for publication, and of having their work
undermined for no fair reason. While, to a certain extent, drug companies
in this book come off looking as nothing more than avaricious oppor-
tunists willing to capitalize on years of research conducted in universities
and funded by various levels of government – either directly or though
government funded agencies such as CancerCare Manitoba – it is doctors
and scientists such as Lorne Brandes and his colleagues who often pro-
vide the original research that paves the way for huge drug companies to
bring miracle drugs to market. To have the patience to persist in the kind
of agonizingly complex research that may come tantalizingly close to
being translated into a “billion dollar drug”, as DPPE was once touted,
yet ultimately to have that research come to naught – well, that requires a
special kind of inner discipline. 

There is a special pride that we can all take in knowing that leading
edge research is being conducted right here in Winnipeg - and that, as
much as Winnipeg is too often maligned for so many reasons, there are
brilliant researchers who have chosen to come and stay here, as  Lorne
Brandes did, and who have achieved worldwide recognition for their
achievements. Reading this book will give you an insight into just how
remarkable – and difficult – it is to be at the cutting edge of scientific
research, something that is being achieved in our very own city.

“Survival: A Medical Memoir” can be ordered online through
www.FriesenPress.com/bookstore or Amazon.ca in hardcover or paper-
back, or downloaded in Kindle, iTunes, and Kobo formats. Although not
on store shelves, it may also be ordered through McNally Robinson and
Chapters/Indigo.

Continued from previous page.



Brownstone’s choir.
As Udow told his story
– of leaving Winnipeg
at 17, and not just

leaving his city, but his Jewish heritage as well, he
recalled the epiphany he had when he heard Tracy
Kasner Greaves singing “Mizmor LeDavid”.

“I always thought that being Jewish was a very per-
sonal thing,” Udow said. “You have to go to syna-
gogue, you have to go to the community centre, but
in Talmud Torah they taught us that a Jew can be a
Jew all over the world – in one’s own home. All you
need is a little siddur and you take some time to
davven and lay tefilin. You go to synagogue, I guess,
and have some ‘Bronfman’, some herring,
bagels…so all these melodies are interwoven
through this journey of mine.”

Tracy Kasner Greaves’ segment of the program was described as
“Personal reflection” – and Tracy certainly lived up to that billing. In a very
revealing, often poignant reminiscence describing the often reluctant path
she took that led her to her present position as cantor of Etz Chayim
Congregation, Tracy admitted that “I knew that I could sing and, unfortu-
nately, everyone around me knew that I could sing.

“I use the word ‘unfortunately’ because it followed me around all the
time: ‘Sing, Tracy, sing.’

“But, when I was growing up, it bothered me. I didn’t actually like to
sing, I didn’t like to perform.”… I was always the kid who would never get
on stage, I didn’t want to sing…I just knew that I could sing because every-
one kept telling me that all the time.”

Fast forward a few years and Tracy found herself working at the Shaarey
Zedek, where the cantor there at the time, (Sanford Cohen), suggested that
Tracy should consider becoming a cantor. It was also at that time that Tracy met
Marcy Dempsey, who was program director of Shaarey Zedek in the 1990s.

Tracy was living in Calgary with her husband, David, when two events
transpired. One was the amalgamation of three synagogues (the Beth Israel,
Bnay Abraham, and Rosh Pina) into one new synagogue; the other was
hearing that her friend, Marcy Dempsey, was gravely ill.

Returning home to audition for the position of cantor of the newly formed
Etz Chayim, Tracy said that, when she got off the flight from Calgary, she
planned on going to her parents’ house first, but was told that she should go
directly to the hospital to see Marcy.

“When I walked into the room, “there’s two circles of people around her,
and as soon as I walked in, they said ‘Sing, Tracy, sing.’

“And I did. At last I had an answer to my question. I had a reason to sing
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Musical Legacy
Continued from page 3.

Some former members of Cantor Brownstone’s choirs (l-r):
MARSHALL DANA, CAREY BORODITSKY, SID HOCHMAN,

ALECS CHOCHINOV, PERRY RUBENFELD

MC’s LINDA FREED and  BRIAN RICHARD-
SON recounted Winnipeg’s Jewish musical legacy.

ALLAN FINKEL told stories about
being a “Brownstone boy”.

– other than the sound of my voice. I realized what a voice should do to a
room, how music is a tool, and how music can be used to soothe, to cele-
brate, to teach, to comfort – and that’s when I found my voice.

“It was a moment that changed my life, as I was singing ‘Etz Chaim He’
– I sang right to her – and that was the last moment of her life.”

With that story in mind, Tracy launched into a rendition of “Mizmor
LeDavid”, for which she, herself, composed a new melody.

(You can watch a complete video of Len Udow’s and Tracy Kasner’s
speeches, along with their musical performances, in the Videos section of
the Jewish Post & News website, jewishpostandnews.ca)
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Funds raised by the Jewish National Fund’s 2016 Negev Gala will go
towards a shelter for victims of domestic violence in Rishon Le Zion.
Peter Leipsic’s commitment to protect others both as a professional and
as a philanthropist inspired him to choose a unique project in which JNF
and “No 2 Violence Against Women” have joined forces. The project
will have a life altering impact on women and children that desperately
need this facility. The shelter will provide safe housing, emotional and
social contention for families, enabling them to rebuild their lives and
have a real chance to start over in the wake of family shattering abuse.

“Domestic violence is a serious problem worldwide and in Israel as
well. When JNF presented this opportunity to help women and children
to have a fresh start, it really touched my heart and it was a no brainer
for me, Keren and I decided to support it,” says Peter Leipsic.

Established in 1978 by Israel Prize Laureate Ruth Rasnic, ‘NO
2Violence Against Women’ has been helping victims of domestic vio-
lence by providing emergency housing, running a 24 hour helpline and
advocating for the rights of women.

“Domestic violence is a community issue. Every woman must have a
safe place for herself and her children. Thirty-five percent of the women
worldwide have experience either physical and/or sexual intimate part-
ner violence or non-partner sexual violence in their lifetime”, Ruth
Rasnic pointed out.

A shelter houses 10-12 families at a time and provides victims of
domestic violence with a safe environment where they can start over.
Staff and volunteers work with the families to access therapy, secure
income, and find new housing. At present, 65-70% of women and chil-
dren fleeing abuse cannot get into shelters as there are not enough emer-
gency shelter beds in Israel. JNF and ‘NO 2 Violence Against Women’
are working to change this by building a shelter in Rishon Le Zion. This
project offers an important opportunity to make a real difference in the
lives of women and children in Israel. This shelter is for everyone,
regardless of background.

NO to Violence Against Women’ currently runs three shelters in
Israel. The Hadera and Herzliya shelters have recently been rebuilt and
with your help, the shelter in Rishon Le Zion will be rebuilt in 2016.

JNF will be honouring Peter Leipsic at the Negev Gala to be held on
May 31st, 2016 at the Centennial Concert Hall in Winnipeg. Our enter-
tainer for the evening will be the talented reggae vocalist Matisyahu,
who will deliver a special musical performance.

For tickets, tribute and sponsorship opportunities call the JNF office
at 204-947-0207 or visit our webpage: jnfwinnipeg.org

Come to the Negev Gala to support a shelter
for victims of domestic violence in Israel

FEATURING MATISYAHU
- - - T I C K E T S  O N  S A L E - - -

J E W I S H  N AT I O N A L  F U N D  O F  M A N I T O B A / S A S K AT C H E W A N

NEGEV GALA 2016

I N SUPPO R T OF
A SHELTER FOR VICTIMS OF 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN ISRAEL FOR 
“NO TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN”

This project will have a life altering 
impact on the women and children 
that desperately need this facility.
The shelter will provide safe housing, 
emotional and social contention for 
families, enabling them to rebuild 
their lives.

PETER LEIPSIC

for more information:
WPG.ASSIST@JNF.CA | 204.947.0207
jnfWINNIPEG.ca
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Community news

Operation Ezra continues to prepare the
arrival of the Community’s Yazidi families 

Approximately 20 teenagers from BBYO and TAL (Teens As Leaders )
as well as several members of the Winnipeg Yazidi Community volun-
teered for Operation Ezra on Sunday April 17 at a warehouse donated by
Richly Manufacturing. Many pieces of furniture, TV’s, kitchenware, small
kitchen appliances, linens, books, toys, etc…that were generously donated
by many members of our Community were unloaded at the warehouse.
Items were sorted and designated for each of the seven Yazidi families
being sponsored to come to Winnipeg. Operation Ezra’s objective is to pro-
vide all of the household items necessary to completely furnish the homes
of each Yazidi Refugee family.

For further information on Operation Ezra and to inquire about how you
can help, please contact Michel Aziza at michel.aziza08@gmail.com.



By DINA WEINSTEIN
MIAMI (JTA) – After 30 years as a cantor Mark Kula, who spent more

than two decades at a Miami-area Conservative synagogue, became a
rabbi.

To make this happen, Kula didn’t have to withdraw from his longtime
position at Bet Shira Congregation in suburban Pinecrest. Nor did he relo-
cate in order to obtain his ordination from the Jewish Theological Seminary
in New York, where he earned his investiture.

Instead, after three years of online study with the Woodmere, New York-
based Rabbinical Academy Mesifta Adath Wolkowisk, Kula was ordained
in 2013.

“I have a love of learning and I wanted to learn Judaism in more depth,”
said Kula, who had previously served Bet Shira as a sort of unofficial assis-
tant rabbi, officiating lifecycle events and filling in when the congregation
lacked a rabbi. “The other reason I wanted to get ordination was because
there were different opportunities.”

Kula is part of a growing group of cantors who are earning rabbinic ordi-
nation through online courses. For many, Kula included, the aim is to fill
the role of “kol bo” – a Hebrew term that translates to “all is within it.” In
this case, the phrase refers to a rabbi who is also able to take on a cantori-
al role, or vice versa.

While online rabbinical schools are typically frowned upon by the Jewish
education establishment, in this South Florida city, congregations are gen-
erally accepting of these non-traditional ordinations. Many synagogues,
struggling to make ends meet, no longer have the budget to cover both a
rabbi and a cantor. By using distance learning to transform cantors into kol
bos, synagogues can weather the downturn with their leadership intact.

“I’ve seen the cantorial field contracting, diminishing,” said Rabbi
Stephen Texon, a Miami Beach cantor who also received ordination from

the Rabbinical Academy.
“Cantorial positions were diminishing or being eliminated in many

Conservative synagogues,” said Texon, who now functions as a kol bo at
the Temple Beth Shmuel Cuban Hebrew Congregation. “Seeing [shrinking
congregations] and seeing the closing of Conservative synagogues, I decid-
ed to continue working in our synagogue, and that required me to become
a rabbi.”

Combining the cantor-rabbi role has become essential to economic sur-
vival for both synagogues and clergy in a time of shrinking congregations,
said Rabbi Charles Agin, the dean of faculty at the Rabbinical Academy,
who himself was ordained at the Reform movement’s Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion.

“Throughout the country it’s one of the driving forces of this phenome-
non,” he said, referring to economics.

“We’re a second-career institution,” added Agin, emphasizing his stu-
dents are mid-career working Jewish professionals. “We take in only
mature adults, usually 50 or older, who are well trained and working in the
field.”

One such “mature adult” is Cantor Rachelle Nelson at the Reform
Temple Beth Am, also in Pinecrest. After years of going beyond her canto-
rial duties – giving sermons, facilitating lifecycle events and teaching at the
synagogue’s day school – she received her ordination from the Rabbinical
Academy, just months after Kula did.

“I did it because I wanted the knowledge,” said Nelson, who is staying in
her post as a cantor. “I had a calling to it.”

Plus, it provides some insurance for the future.
“I love knowing that I have options,” she said, adding she may pursue a

rabbinical pulpit in partial retirement, possibly in North Carolina.
Rabbi Steven Blane, founder and dean of the “postdenominational” JSLI,

said it is essential for cantors to study to be rabbis in order to be employ-
able. Blane draws from firsthand experience: He started his career as a can-
tor and became a rabbi through Rabbinical Seminary International, a 20-
year-old online seminary.

“There’s no reason for someone to be a cantor in any movement,” said
Blane. “There are no jobs.”

For his part, Blane criticized seminaries as disruptive programs that force
students to relocate to campuses in large urban centers, then move to Israel
for a year, and then to study three more years. He said it is a mistake to
spend so much time and money on traditional rabbinical and cantorial
schools because of the cost, time commitment and, ultimately, lack of jobs.

But while numerous congregations accept ordination with online pro-
grams – seeing it as a solution to staffing and economic challenges – rab-
binical organizations still take a hard line against this route to ordination.
They say it is in no way equal to the traditional five-year residential rab-
binical program.

“JTS continues to explore and expand distance-learning courses, which
can play a significant supplemental role [in ordination],”said Rabbi Daniel
Nevins, dean of the seminary’s rabbinical school. “However, we feel that
training superb rabbis requires intensity and live, communal learning.

“There is simply no comparison between the rigor and depth of this type
of experience and a correspondence course,” he said of the intensive five-
year program at the Jewish Theological Seminary. “I don’t disparage the
efforts of people who wish to study Torah part time and by remote access.
However, I do not think it possible adequately to train rabbis – or, for that
matter, physicians or engineers or any serious profession – without an
extended and immersive educational experience.”

Rabbi Steven Fox, chief executive of the Reform movement’s Central
Conference of American Rabbis, said he has serious concerns about the
online ordination trend.

“A second rate or short cut to rabbinic ordination that is not up to the
standards of accredited and recognized seminaries – and as expected by
Jews looking for rabbis with good qualifications and qualities – under-
mines both the rabbinate and cantorate,” he said. “This is not a positive
trend.”

Numerous rabbis contacted by JTA who were ordained at traditional
seminaries did not want to go on the record about the online phenomenon.
One rabbi expressed concern that online seminaries undermine the profes-
sion by demanding less of its rabbis.

Kula, Jacobs and Nelson said they considered their alma maters when it
came to pursuing ordination. However, their programs did not mesh with
their careers, which are full-time and far from New York.

On a local level, however, many congregations are unperturbed.
The president of Beth David, for example, said Jacobs made a seamless

transition to her enhanced kol bo role.
“I think she was already a spiritual leader, even when she was our can-

tor, and the rabbi position only legitimized something [that] was already
clear for everybody,” Daniel Fujita said.

Plus, he added, the congregation is increasingly engaging with younger
families, for whom traditional titles hold little weight.

“Good deeds and Jewish soul and values carries today more weight than
where you received your diploma,” he said.
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May 2 program part of Shoah Week
The repercussions of the Holocaust still resonate profoundly in the

families of survivors. The United Jewish People’s Order and the
Sholem Alecheim Community will explore the effects of this dark time
in history through a panel discussion with the children of survivors.
Memorial candles will be lit to the millions lost and the North End
Jewish Folk Choir will present a selection of songs to honour the brav-
ery of those who rose up against the Nazis in the Warsaw Ghetto upris-
ing in 1943.

As congregations shrink, cantors become rabbis – and work as both



Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education
honours local 

“Teacher of Excellence” 
Educator award recognizes innovation, 

excellence and impact 
Avi Posen from Gray Academy of

Jewish Education is the 2016 winner of the
Winnipeg Grinspoon Award for
Excellence in Jewish Education. The
award is sponsored by the Winnipeg Board
of Jewish Education and the Harold
Grinspoon Foundation to recognize local
teachers who make a lasting impact on the
lives of Jewish children, and contribute to
excellence in Jewish education. Avi will be
recognized at the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg’s Kavod Evening on
Wednesday, May 18th. 

“I sincerely hope that my students will
use my classes as the motivation and
inspiration to further inspire them to con-
nect with their Judaism and their home-
land, Israel,” writes Posen. “More impor-
tantly than the specific details they learn
in class, I hope that they will remember
how I made them feel in class.” 

Born in Winnipeg, Avi got his BA in
Psychology through the University of
Winnipeg and Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. He received a Masters in
Jewish Education from Yeshiva
University in New York City. As the for-
mer Assistant Director at Camp Massad
and Program Director at BB Camp, Avi
has spent many years working within
Winnipeg’s Jewish community in a variety
of roles including as the director of Hillel
Winnipeg. Currently, Avi teaches Hebrew,
Yiddish, Current Events, Tanach, Israel
Advocacy, Jewish Community Internship
and Debating at the Gray Academy. 

One of his biggest joys is helping lead Shabbatonim, the annual Jewish
Awareness retreat and coordinating the Partnership 2gether program with
Gray Academy’s Israeli sister school Danciger High School. Avi loves
bringing his passion for Israel and all things Jewish to his students in a fun
and engaging way. 

The North American Grinspoon Awards for Excellence in Jewish
Education have recognized over 700 outstanding educators in the U.S. and
Canada in the past 15 years. Today the award celebrates successful inno-
vation in Jewish education through a partnership between the Harold
Grinspoon Foundation and the participating community. For additional
information, visit www.hgf.org/teacher-awards. 

Flagship programs of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation include PJ
Library and Sifriyat Pijama, which, together with other funders, have gift-
ed more than 10 million Jewish-themed books to children in North
America, Israel and other countries; JCamp 180, a mentoring program that
supports and builds the capacity of Jewish summer camps; Life & Legacy,
which trains and incentivizes Jewish community organizations to secure
meaningful, after-lifetime legacy gifts; and Voices & Visions, a commis-
sioned art exhibit that leverages the power of visual art to communicate
important Jewish ideas. For more information about HGF, visit
www.hgf.org. 

Gray Academy of Jewish Education is a JK to grade 12, co-educational
post-secondary preparatory school that places equal value on Jewish and
general academic programs. 

Gray Academy is one of three Canadian Accredited Independent Schools
(CAIS) in Manitoba and a member of RAVSAK, the North American
Jewish Day School Network and MFIS, the Manitoba Federation of
Independent Schools. 

Phone: 204.477.7425 
info@grayacademy.ca www.grayacademy.ca
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Gray Academy news

Students Place 1st in Canada 
Canadian National Mathematics League 

Grade 7 - 1st in Canada (1st in Manitoba) 

Grade 8 - 3rd in Canada (1st in Manitoba) 

Grade 6 - 5th in Manitoba 

Gray Academy of Jewish Education is proud of its students for their
standing in the most recent Canadian Mathematic League Competition.
Having placed 1st in Canada (Grade 7) two years running and having
placed 1st in Manitoba since 2011, students continue to be motivated by
the opportunity to “stretch their brains” and take on an enrichment oppor-
tunity in math. 

Throughout the year students have various opportunities to challenge
themselves, whether it is on the basketball court, in a debating tourna-
ment or in a Reach for the Top competition - this math competition is an
opportunity for enrichment in math. These various challenges further
enrich students’ learning and growth. 

Congratulations to the following students for their individual standings
nationally and provincially: 

Grade 7: 

Isaac Gall - 1st in Manitoba, 8th in Canada 
Seth Kohn and Isaac Kaplan - 3rd in Manitoba 
Samuel Segal - 6th in Manitoba 
Elizabeth Smolyaninov - 8th in Manitoba 
Nina Eilberg - 10th in Manitoba 

Grade 8: 

Dylan Kagan - 1st in Manitoba, 6th in Canada 
Max Kaplan, Eldar Kravitz, and Maya Polevoi - 3rd in Manitoba 
Maya Klovatch - 6th in Manitoba 
Jenna Buchwald - 7th in Manitoba
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AVI POSEN
2016 winner of the
Winnipeg Grinspoon
Award for Excellence in
Jewish Education

“I sincerely hope
that my students

will use my classes
as the motivation
and inspiration to

further inspire
them to connect

with their Judaism
and their home-

land, Israel.”
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"In My Wildest Dreams"
By 
PENNY MARGOLIS 

At the age of 70,
former Winnipegger
Anna-Mae Silver has
done something of
which she'd often
dreamed: She's creat-
ed her first jazz CD,
containing all original
pieces which she'd
composed over the
years.

I had the good for-
tune to be in London,
England (which
Anna-Mae has called
home for the past 50
years) for the launch
of her CD this past
November, which she
titled "In My Wildest
Dreams".

Anna-Mae's life
story is quite fascinat-
ing and, since I've
known her all my life,
I thought I'd share it
with readers of the
JP&N.

For almost as long as I've known her, Anna-Mae has composed jazz
melodies. She told me that both her parents loved jazz and that her father,
Wilf Silver, played jazz piano at home while Anna-Mae and her sister,
Joan, were growing up. Their mother, Goldie Silver, now 97 years old and
living in a retirement home in Toronto, comes to life when she hears music
and in particular, Anna-Mae's compositions. 

Anna-Mae spoke with me about how her father's love of jazz influenced
her: "My dad was passionate about music, really passionate, and that
inspired and stimulated me. We used to play duets and listen to jazz record-
ings together, and he would always ask me what I thought about the music
and about particular singers like Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan and others.
He took me and my sister to jazz concerts, including to New York. His pas-
sion became mine. My mother too is passionate about music, and my sis-
ter Joan is a terrific dancer."

Anna-Mae studied classical piano to grade 7. She also took up the flute
when she was older. At the age of 12, following a concert by the American

clarinetist and jazz musician, Benny Goodman, she went up on stage and
played "Summertime" with Goodman accompanying her on the clarinet.
As a child, she entered festivals, and in one competition came second in a
class of 87. 

But composition was to become Anna-Mae's principal expressive medi-
um, the seeds of which were planted during her exposure to jazz in her
early years. As a very young piano student, she wrote a piece which so
impressed her music teacher that she took Anna-Mae to meet her own
teacher, Leonard Isaacs. Her teacher recognized something exceptional in
Anna-Mae's musical ability. 

It was in 1965 though  that Anna-Mae went to England, spending a year
in Manchester with her aunt and uncle, Ruth and Reuben Bellan, and their
three children (Paul, Susan, and Lorne), during Ruben's time there on sab-
batical from his position as  a University of Manitoba economics professor. 

The next year, Anna-Mae was so taken with living in England that she
moved to London. For the next 25 years she focused on pursuits other than
music. While working at an employment agency, she went to night school
for pre-university courses, gained a B.A. in humanities, and later a CQSW
in social work. She worked in child protection for ten years, then qualified
as a psychotherapist with the Association for Group and Individual
Psychotherapy. Anna-Mae has been working for Jewish Care for the past
25 years as a social worker and counselor, and for the past twelve years has

offered counseling and led groups for Holocaust
survivors. She also maintains a private psy-
chotherapy practice. 

In London, Anna-Mae met many jazz musi-
cians, including Jon Hendricks and the Jamaican
singer-songwriter, Jackie Edwards ("Keep on
Running"), both of whom loved her music.
Hendricks, one of the world's best known lyri-
cists, having written for Miles Davis
("Desafinado" and "One Note Samba", among
others) wrote lyrics for the first song that Anna-
Mae ever wrote: "Somethins' Waitin'." 

Encouraged by his enthusiasm for her music,
Anna-Mae wrote three more tunes: "Love
Doesn't Know My Name," "When Night Begins
to Fall," and "Right On!" Hendricks arranged to
have demo recordings made of all four songs.
When Anna-Mae's father, Wilf Silver, heard
"When Night Begins to Fall" which, at that time
she called, "Fountain of Youth," he was thrilled.
The first time Anna-Mae's music was heard in
public was in 1976, at Rainbow Stage as a mat-
ter of fact, when June Harrison sang two of her
songs, including "Right On!", with Hendricks'
lyrics.

Sometime in her 40s, Anna-Mae's interest in
jazz performance reached a new level; she began
attending jazz courses and workshops "to learn
to play properly." She discovered that she'd been
using jazz chords without knowing that they
were jazz chords, which is not surprising since
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Former Winnipegger ANNA MAE SILVER with her mother,  
GOLDIE SILVER (now living in a Toronto retirement home)

Continued on next page.

"The title of this CD sums up just
how I feel about making it: I
never believed, in my wildest

dreams, that I would ever pro-
duce a jazz album of my own

compositions!" 
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9th Annual Shoah Interfaith Commemorative Service
Welcomes New Guest Readers

The Jewish and Non-Jewish Community are invited to remember the
Six Million who perished in the Holocaust at the annual Shoah Interfaith
Commemorative Service to be held at Shaarey Zedek. 

As has been the tradition of this service, guests from the Jewish and
broader community have been invited to read from the Megillat Hashoah
(Holocaust Scroll). This year the community welcomes:

The Honourable 
Janice Filmon
Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba 

Ms. Lori Binder
Head of School and CEO, 
Gray Academy of Jewish Education 

The Right Reverend 
William G. Cliff 
Bishop of Brandon 

Mr. Lionel DeRuyver
Curriculum Consultant

Ms. Leah Gazan
Faculty Member, 
University of Winnipeg 

Mrs. Sandy Hyman
Chair, Interfaith Round Table

His Excellency, 
Archbishop Albert LeGatt 

Dr. Jeremy Maron
Researcher–Curator, 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights 

Mrs. Nafiya Naso
Representing the 
Winnipeg Yazidi Community 

Mrs. Emily Shane
Child of Shoah Survivors and 
former Executive Director of 
Jewish Child and Family Services

Mrs. Evita Smordin
Shoah Educator

Mr. Abdo (Albert) Ibrahim El Tassi 
– C.M., O.M., LL.D
CEO and Director of Peerless Garments 

Sensei Fredrich Louis Ulrich
Former Minister of the 
Manitoba Buddhist Temple 

Dr. Arthur Walker-Jones
Professor of Biblical Studies, 
University of Winnipeg

Please join us in remembering those who were lost - never forget. ZACHOR (REMEMBER) 

she had grown up with the sounds,
dissonances, and rhythms of jazz;

they were in her bones. Before long she had formed her own band,
'Annamation.' 

Fast forward to November 29, 2015 and the launch, to great acclaim, of
"In My Wildest Dreams." As Anna-Mae explained to the audience that
evening, "The title of this CD sums up just how I feel about making it: I
never believed, in my wildest dreams, that I would ever produce a jazz
album of my own compositions!" Included on the album is a beautiful,
touching piece entitled "Song for My Mother," with lyrics written by
Anna-Mae. 

Vocalist and lyricist Rachel Sutton wrote: "Anna-Mae’s work is both
moving and uplifting – a real joy to sing and a wonderful canvas for lyri-
cal creation. Musical director, pianist and composer John G. Smith, mem-
ber of the influential band 'Roadside Picnic,' came on board and made sub-
lime arrangements for the recording. Liane Carroll is a singer whose extra-
ordinary voice and emotive presence Anna-Mae had always greatly
admired. Liane was excited by the music and keen to be involved. 

For a male voice, Lance Ellington  (son of Ray), well known for his
work on ‘Strictly Come Dancing’, is featured on the album, along with the
beautifully tender voice of Jane Milligan, Spike’s daughter and a success-
ful musical theatre actress."

Three songs from the album, "Landbird," "Carousel" and "Somethin's
Waitin'" were added to London's JazzFM playlist just days following the
launch at The Venue in London. "Echoes of a Feeling," a piece dedicated
to the Holocaust survivors with whom Anna-Mae works as a social work-
er and psychotherapist, has also been played on JazzFM. 

As with all great and memorable jazz standards, Anna-Mae's composi-
tions are both musically sophisticated and highly accessible. This bodes
well for their enduring popularity in the jazz repertoire. 

Album tracks and further information about the performers can be found
on: https://anna-maesilver.bandcamp.com/releases. 

You can watch a professional video of the launch on Vimeo at:
https://vimeo.com/149632361

To contact Anna-Mae email her at: annamaesilver@outlook.com

Continued from previous page.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL  27

Unveiling

The family of the late

SYDNEY GLOW
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, May 15, 2016
at 12:30 p.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our beloved

SIDNEY

ACKERMAN
who passed away

April 1, 2013
21 Days in Nisan, 5774

A wonderful husband, father,
father-in-law and zaida.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Lois,
children Ron and Laurie,
Karen and Jerry, Ruth and
Tom, grandchildren, Milan,
Jared, Cassie, Vinny, Sam,
Maddy, Evan, Dustin, Tanner,
Aidan and brother Harvey and
sister-in-law Corinne.

7th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MATT

BELLAN
who passed away

April 14, 2009
20 Days in Nissan

—Ever remembered by  family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

BELLA FROST
who passed away

May 2, 1997
25 days in Nisan

MENDEL FROST
who passed away

April 5, 2002
24 days in Nisan

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

THOMAS

HAROLD

GILLMAN
who passed away

April 19, 2006
21 days in Nisan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
family and friends.

In loving memory of

NORMAN

GOLTSMAN
who passed away

May 3, 2005
24 Days in Nisan

Though our hearts still ache,
we hear his laughter through
our tears
— Your loving wife Shirley,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MYRTLE

GREENBERG
who passed away

April 4, 2002
22 days in Nisan

You are forever in our hearts
and on our minds.
— Your loving children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

HAROLD
AARON HYMAN

who passed away
April 30, 2011

26 Days in Nisan

1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren, family and friends.

ETTA  PEARLMAN
HYMAN

who passed away
March 15, 2015
24 Days in Adar

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEE SLUSKY
who passed away
April 25th, 1989

20 Days in Nissan
Time has not dimmed the
memory of your unconditional
love, unwavering devotion and
gentle strength.
Gone from our lives but never
from our hearts...
— Loved, missed and
remembered always by your
husband Morton, your
children Maxa and Cliff,
Jeff and Cindy and your
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, in whom you
are immortalized.

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit 20th Yahrzeit

REGINA

TARGOWNIK
who passed away

April 11, 1996
22 Days in Nissan

JOE

TARGOWNIK
who passed away

April 9, 1991
25 Days in Nissan

In loving memory of In loving memory of

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

Deadline for
the

May 11
issue of

The Jewish
Post & News

is noon
Thursday,

May 5



MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MAY  4

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
and beloved father,
grandfather, and
great-grandfather

ISRAEL

BROTMAN
who passed away

April 6, 1961
20 days in Nisan

We cannot have the old days back
When we were all together,
But secret tears and loving thoughts;
Will be with us forever.
— Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

27th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved father, grandfather

and greatgrandfather

JOSEPH

GANETSKY
who passed away

April 27, 1989
23rd day of Nisan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHELLEY

RUSEN
who passed away

May 2, 2005
23 Days in Nisan

— Remembered always and
deeply missed by  your
husband, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In loving memory of

SAM SHORE
who passed away

April 11, 1980
25 Days in Nissan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL H.

UNRODE
who passed away

May 1, 2005
22 Days in Nisan

— Forever in our hearts and
in our thoughts. You are sadly
missed and lovingly
remembered by daughter
Diane and granddaughters
Rachel and Lauren.

11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GEDALIA

BERENHAUT
who passed away

May 2, 2011
28 Days in Nisan

Five years have passed.
You are in our hearts
and in our minds
ingraned forever.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your  children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BENNY

GREENFELD
who passed away

April 17, 1958
27 Days in Nisan

whose life was snatched away
so tragically at the tender age
of  29.
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by your family &
friends.

In Memoriam
58th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALLAN A.

HOFFMAN
who passed away

May 5, 2008
30 Days in Nisan

Your guidance, wisdom and
humor are deeply missed.

— Loved and remembered by
his daughter, daughter-in-law
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HERB

KANOVSKY
who passed away

April 23, 2012
1 day in Iyar

Our hearts still ache with sadness
and silent tears still flow
and what it means to lose you,
no one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CYRIL

MARANTZ
who passed away

April 15, 1977
27 Days in Nisan

— Irene, Jeffrey, Sarah,
David, Debra, Susan, Mike,
Ellen, William and Gary
Marantz.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GEDALE

SAPERSTEIN
who passed away

May 1, 1992
28 Days in Nissan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILY SILVERMAN
who passed away

May 4th, 1992
2 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by family and

  friends.

In loving memory of

ETHEL

SOLOMON
who passed away

April 10, 1994
29 Days in Nissan

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren,  family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GENE

TELPNER
who passed away

May 9, 2005
30 Days in Nisan

— Remembered daily and
sadly missed by his loving
wife Fritzi, children and
grandchildren.

around three main ter-
ror hotspots across the
West Bank, increased
its manpower there and
reinforced bus stops
with concrete blocks to
prevent car-ramming
attacks. In Jerusalem,
the Israel Police added
800 officers to its force
in September for a
total of 3,500. It plans
to add several hundred
more as Passover
approaches.

Israel has refrained
from the blanket secu-
rity measures it used
during the second
intifada 15 years ago,
such as curfews or clo-
sures of entire cities. In
addition, Israel
announced an addi-
tional 30,000 work
permits for West Bank
Palestinians in
February in a bid to
improve the economy
and disincentivize
attacks.

“I won’t hurt a whole
population because
one terrorist came
from there,” an IDF
official, who requested
anonymity per army
protocol, told JTA.
“We want to create sta-
bility and a working
texture of life. We want
to go back to what
existed before
October.”
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While experts praise the army’s restrained
approach, they say the decline in attacks has
more to do with a lack of organization and a
sense among Palestinians that the attacks
haven’t achieved any objectives, however ill-
defined. During the second intifada, a series of
planned, coordinated attacks damaged the
Israeli economy and, for a time, shut down
Israeli street life. This year’s random, low casu-
alty attacks are not having the same effect.

“Israelis didn’t change their plans, the econo-
my wasn’t hurt, there were no achievements,”
former Israeli National Security Adviser
Yaakov Amidror. “The number of victims did-
n’t even hurt Israel badly.”

Amidror cautioned that because they are
uncoordinated, lone wolf attacks could start up
again as quickly as they stopped. Leading up to
Passover, Israeli officials have taken steps
aimed at preventing renewed clashes at the
Temple Mount.

“It’s a kind of terror you can’t prevent,”
Amidror said. “There’s no way to stop a person
who gets up and says, ‘I’ll kill two Israelis and
I’ll die.’”

According to a March survey by the Israel
Democracy Institute, two-thirds of Israelis fear
being attacked. But Shlomo Brom, former
director of the IDF Strategic Planning Division,
said Palestinians won’t risk a near-certain death
just to cause Israelis anxiety.

“The only quote-unquote achievement is a
terrible mood in Israel,” Brom said. “It could be
there’s a [Palestinian] idea that if our mood is
shit, the Israelis should feel bad. I don’t know if
that’s a reason to sacrifice your life.”

Terror wave
(Continued 

from page 1.)



On Thursday, May 12, Winnipeg’s Jewish community
comes together to celebrate the ’68 anniversary of the State
of Israel, YOM HA-ATZMAUT 2016. 

The Rady JCC is proud to present the community wide celebration of
Yom Ha-atzmaut along with our generous sponsors and supporters.

It all begins at 4:00 pm with an incredible variety of kid’s activities. The
theme this year is Israel’s Got Talent and you can show off your own tal-
ents by entering Kochav Nolad or A Star is Born, by singing your way to
the top. There’s a chance to shoot hoops just like Israeli NBA players Omri
Caspi and Jordan Farmar. Plus, see what’s it’s like to be an archeologist and
find out what’s hidden beneath the earth by discovering concealed trea-
sures. There’s also a chance to get creative in the kitchen. Plus, glitter tat-

toos, magic from Evan the Magician and air brushing.

All that fun can work up a tremendous appetite! The Israeli Food Cafe
will take your stomach for a tasty trip to Israel with bourekas, falafel,
chummus, Israeli salads and so much more. In Israel, it’s a popular tradi-
tion to get out the barbecue out and so are we! Check out the nakneekim,
Hebrew for hot dogs.

At 7:00 pm, the Rady gym comes alive with a huge lineup of entertain-
ment, including The Beyachad Dance Group, The Yona Choir, Dor
Chadash and Brock Corydon and Gray Academy choirs.

Get ready to dance when you hear our featured entertainer, singer Omer
Shaish along with guitarist Dan Nadel. Shaish is an Israeli now living in
New York City and brings a contagious energy and talent to the stage.After

all the activities, food and entertainment, there’s
also a beautiful fireworks display. 

We are proud to partner with The Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, The Asper Foundation, JNF, Temple
Shalom, Congregation Etz Chayim ,
Congregation Shaarey Zedek, Jewish Child and
Family Service, Canadian Associates of Ben
Gurion University of the Negev, Vickar
Automotive Group, Mid-West Quilting,
Quadrant Asset Management, Richlu
Manufacturing, Kay Four Properties and
Western Scrap and Metal.

Would you like to lend a hand?  We are look-
ing for volunteers in several areas to help make
this special day happen. If you’d like to help,
please contact ekeynan@jcfswinnipeg.org or
dfigowy@radyjcc.com

Tell your friends and family and come and
celebrate Israel’s ’68 birthday in style.
For more information, visit radyjcc.com or call
(204) 477-7510

Sixty-eight years old has never looked so good!
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Yom Ha’atzmaut

Theodore Bikel: In the Shoes of Sholom Aleichem
Sunday, May 29, 2:00 p.m.
Portraits of two beloved icons-Sholom Aleichem and
Theodore Bikel-are woven together in this enchanting
new documentary. The two men have much in common:
wit, wisdom and talent, all shot through with deep human-
ity and Yiddishkeit. (USA, 2014

The Last Mentsch  (Der letzte Mentsch)
Friday, June 3, 5:00 p.m., Sunday, June 5, 2:00 p.m. 
Having spent a lifetime concealing his heritage, an aging
German Holocaust survivor tries to come to terms with his
past. Born Menachem Teitelbaum, Marcus Schwarz
(German “Academy Award” winner Mario Adorf) escaped
Auschwitz with his life only to eliminate his Jewishness.
Without family, a synagogue or a single Jewish friend, the
hardened old man has so effectively created a new identi-
ty that, when faced with his own mortality, the rabbis
refuse his appeal to be buried in a Jewish cemetery in
Cologne. Determined to return to his birthplace and estab-
lish his ancestry, Marcus enlists the help of Gül a brash,
chain-smoking Turkish woman with a troubled history of
her own. (Germany, Switzerland, France 2016). 

Wedding Doll (Hatuna MeNiyar)
Saturday, June 4, 8:00 p.m.

Hagit, a young woman with a mild intellectual and devel-
opmental deficiency, works in a toilet-paper factory. She
lives with her mother Sarah, a divorcee who gave up her
life for her daughter. Hagit strives for independence and
Sarah is torn between her desire to protect her and her own
will to live. When a relationship develops between her and
the son of the factory owner, Hagit hides it from her moth-
er. The announcement of the closing of the factory shakes
Hagit and Sarah’s life and jeopardizes Hagit’s love story.
(Israel, 2015)

Films will be screened at the Berney Theatre. All foreign
films are subtitled in English and subject to classification.
Tickets and festival packages are available by calling the
Rady Jewish Community Centre at (204) 477-7510 or on-
line at www.radyjcc.com. 

Film Festival
(Continued from page 7.)
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Israel news

Talk of giving back the Golan is a thing of the past
By BEN SALES

JERUSALEM (JTA) – During the five-
plus years of Syria’s civil war, Israel has
striven to stay neutral – supporting neither
the government of President Bashar Assad
nor the rebels, and certainly not the
Islamic State. But on one issue, senior
Israeli politicians have gladly taken sides:
Israel keeping the Golan Heights.

Facing reports of an international call
for Israel to leave the territory as part of a
settlement of the Syrian crisis, the Israeli
Cabinet met Sunday on the Golan. The
unprecedented meeting aimed to demon-
strate that Israel’s 21,000 citizens in the
heights – in addition to some 20,000
Druze residents – weren’t going any-
where.

“The Golan Heights will forever remain
in Israel’s hands,” Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said at the meeting in Katzrin, the Golan city 120
miles from Jerusalem. “Israel will never come down from the Golan
Heights.”

It wasn’t so long ago that the heights, which Israel conquered from Syria
in the 1967 Six-Day War, were up for negotiation. Israel annexed the
mountainous strip of land on its northeast corner in 1981, a move the inter-
national community has never recognized. But until the Syrian civil war
began in 2011, rumors had frequently abounded that it would be returned
as part of an Israel-Syria peace deal.

Israel had already signed treaties with Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 1994.
As Israel and the Palestinians flirted with a final accord in the 1990s,
Israelis wondered if peace with Syria, their last major Arab adversary, was
also in the offing. Prime Minister Yitzchak Rabin declared at a 1994
Cabinet meeting that he would be willing to agree to a phased withdrawal
from the Golan Heights in exchange for full peace and normalization. But
those talks – as well as subsequent rounds through 2000 and again in 2008
– went nowhere due to enduring gaps in the two sides’ positions.

As with the Palestinian negotiations,
Israelis who opposed withdrawal from
the heights mounted a vigorous public
protest campaign. They argued the
Golan was an essential strategic asset
that Israel couldn’t cede. For years,
bumper stickers displaying the slogan
“the nation with the Golan” freckled
cars, lampposts and public spaces. In
2008, a poll showed that 59 percent of
Israelis opposed giving back the Golan,
with only 25 percent supporting with-
drawal.

As Syria’s war has become only
more complex, opponents of Golan
withdrawal are claiming vindication.
Some on the right have drawn a link
between returning the Golan and with-
drawing from the West Bank, calling
them equally foolish.

Speaking last June at the Herzliya Conference, Israel’s premier defense
gathering, pro-settler Jewish Home Chairman Naftali Bennett called for
Israel to quintuple the Golan’s Jewish population to 100,000 within five
years.

“Whom should we give the Golan to, to al-Nusra? To al-Qaida?” he
asked at the conference, referring to terror groups in Syria. “Why do they
still not recognize the Golan? What’s the reasoning? If we had listened to
the world, we would have given away the Golan, and ISIS would have been
on the Sea of Galilee.”

While a population surge is unlikely, Israel’s Cabinet voted Sunday to
devote additional funds to the Golan as a show of permanence there.
Through 2018, Israel will spend an additional $2.3 million on culture, ener-
gy efficiency and preservation of historical sites in the area.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other min-
isters attending an unprecedented weekly Cabinet meeting
held on the Golan Heights, April 17, 2016. (Effi Sharir/Pool)

A
Visiting Scholar  

Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman, PhD 
will present: 

  

“Authentic Jewish Spirituality -- Even for 
skeptics who think there isn’t any” 

 

 
 

Rabbi Hoffman is a Professor of Liturgy, Worship and Ritual at 
Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, New York 

Author of “The Art of Public Prayer” 
 

Please join us for a lively, moving and 
insightful conversation on what Judaism offers 

for people seeking meaning in their lives. 
 

Saturday May 28, 7:30 p.m.   
Temple Shalom - 1077 Grant Avenue 

  204-453-1625 
Silver collection at the door 



No need for the Nomads to wander anymore
Winnipeggers, as I’m sure most of you know,

are well known as a populace that rarely hesitates
to contribute their time and energy to help the less
fortunate, such as providing food hampers at
Xmas, Chanukah and Pesach. 

Furthermore, their volunteerism extends to the
various communities at large that require more
than the basics to survive, e.g., suitable sporting
facilities, groundskeepers, canteen workers,
handymen, teachers and coaches at all levels to

accommodate both young and old alike. 
My motive for revisiting the well-known generosity of so many was an

e-mail passed on to me from one NATHAN YAMRON, who is the second-
term president (2011-2012 & 2015-2016) of the North Winnipeg Nomads
Football Club who stated with pride “I am still part of the great tradition of
North End Football.”

The genial gentleman’s missive that the club was hosting an open house
on the third week of April was a bit late for this biweekly publication, but
suffice it to say that in the merry month of May the organization will begin
holding registrations and practices in preparation for the upcoming 2016
season. 

I have always found the name of this club - Nomads (which was estab-
lished 45 years ago), to be of some interest and associated it with the
Middle East. I envisioned a  group of people who have no fixed home and
who move according to the seasons from place to place in search of food,
water, and grazing land. Wanderers, so to speak. 

In this case, the name was appropriate. They played out of Northwood
Community Club, but also bounced around a variety of fields without actu-
ally having a home base, including such facilities as Frank White CC,
Sinclair Park CC and Garden City CC, all of which served as home fields. 

In 1997 the Nomads got a permanent home. The now defunct Winnipeg
Hawkeyes, who had a clubhouse adjacent to Charlie Krupp stadium on
McPhillips across from the McPhillips Casino, had ceased operation. 

The North Winnipeg Nomads Alumni are somewhat impressive. To wit:
Bombers players Gary Rosolowich, Rick Koswin, Jason Dzikowicz;
Eskimo Eddie Steele; a well as  NHL players Colton Orr of the New York
Rangers  and the New Jersey Devils’ Travis Zajac. 

As for Yamron, 50, he has always loved football although, admittedly, he
wasn’t much of a player himself. He loved to coach the game and became

personally involved
especially when son
Troy took up the
game. Tory played
between ages 8 - 15 at
various levels such as
Atom and Pee Wee,
then with the bantam
midgets between 15
and 17. At that junc-
ture he spent a year
with the Winnipeg
Rifles, followed by a
stint with the  East
Side Eagles where, at
age 19, Troy, a 6’6”
and 350 lb. offensive
lineman, partook for
once in the joy of vic-
tory instead of the
misery of defeat,
finally winning a
title. 

Coach Yamron’s
2011 bantam team
also won a champi-
onship and while he
took great satisfac-
tion in that feat he
explained that “I
don’t do it for person-
al gain. Our team that
year had an 11-0
record and we were
top rate. I’m never
too busy to coach the
kids. 

“This year I coach
the nine and ten-year
olds. Winning isn’t
that important to me.
I don’t do it for per-
sonal gain,” he

repeated. “If I can
groom one kid who
goes on and becomes
a special player that’s
my badge.”

Daughter  Taylor
Yamron, 24, is also a
volunteer with the
Nomads, according to
dad. “She works in the
canteen and sells tick-
ets and whatever else
comes up,” he stated. 

In the “it’s a small-
world-category”, it
turns out that back in
2001, I had an inter-
view with Nathan’s
mother, Elaine
Yamron (Cherniak),
and his sister Fern.
They had gained
berths on the
Maccabiah 2001
bowling team. Both
traveled to Israel at a
time when there was
much turmoil in the
Middle East. A goodly
number of participants
- about 2,000, had
decided to opt out of the games and
the competitions were downsized
from ten days to a single week. 

Elaine admitted that there was
much tension there at that time, but
security was exceptional and then-
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
thanked them for coming. They
were entertained royally, taken
places, and all meals and every-
thing else were taken care of. Fern
won three bronze medals, while
mom preferred to boast about her
daughter. “She bowled 41 games
and had a 184 plus average and I
was off my game. It just wasn’t my
time.” 

Back in the 80s and 90s there was
a sizable number of Jewish players
who had no aversion to the pigskin.
In the Pop Warner League (the Maples) 13 & 14 year-olds had a power-
house team. To wit: Bartley Kives (safety), Stewart Brown (defensive end),
Steven London (defensive tackle), Evan Rubin (offensive line), Maury
Gilman (defensive tackle), and Rob Berkowitz (offensive lineman). Brown
played a couple of years at the University of Manitoba. 

The well-known Alan Greenberg, who also played with the aforemen-
tioned group of Jewish kids, was a junior offensive tackle with the
Winnipeg Hawkeyes back in the early 90s. He was the winner of the Ed
Kotowich Memorial Bursary Award, was also named the best lineman on
the Hawkeyes. As well, Greenberg made the Manitoba All-Star team and
was named All-Canadian. 

Playing with the Charleswood Chargers were Jared Henoch on defence
and offensive lineman Joey Waldman. The Charleswood Rams boasted the
likes of Lee Billinkoff, Ian Elchitz, and Jason Gerelnik. 

As recently as 1980, a Jewish nucleus of players led the North Winnipeg
Nomads of the Winnipeg Minor Bantam Football League to a second con-
secutive city championship. 

Stalwarts were: Marshall Stitz, Shawn Yaffe, Evan Roitenberg, Jeff
Miller, Solomon Bennaroch, Trevor Nelko, and Jeff and Kevin Steinberg. 

As for Yamron, he modestly pointed out that his second-year term as
president of the Nomads wasn’t as difficult as I made it out to be because
he had the backing of 19 other equally qualified and capable members on
the Board of Directors.

Sounds as if those were the glory years for many of the Jewish faith,
doesn’t it? Wait, weren’t there a Bobby Ackman and Les Allan in the south
end? To be sure. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Sports

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

A “Nomad” kepa/yarmulka on a table

NATHAN YAMRON in the background with
son TROY in the foreground.



A positive springtime habit
My preschoolers are part

of a special program at their
preschool called “Bayit
Cham.” It’s a way for small
groups of kids (four or five)
to get together to play at
each other’s houses once a
month. Of course, it takes
organization to make this

happen. My hat is off to the organizers who created
groups of kids, taking into account siblings who need-
ed to be in the same group. The Bayit Cham program
set up a play date once a month, on Sunday, and
assigned a family to each month. The parents had to
contact each other, set up a convenient time, and if that
didn’t work, reschedule. 

My children loved this, as they got to see some of their friends at their
homes. Together, we explored new toys, new neighborhoods,  different
Winnipeg homes and built a stronger preschool community. The month
before we were scheduled to host a play date, I asked my twins what they
noticed at everybody’s house. I expected to hear: a mezuzah? Snacks?
Toys? 

No. They noticed that the houses they visited were all tidied up. The
toys were put away. Both boys responded at once with “Mommy, we
need to clean up.” This wasn’t untrue. Our house is cluttered: twins make
for a lot of kid gear. We have a lot of stuff. To my surprise, my four-year-
olds got started as soon as we got home, and worked steadily to make
order over the next few weeks. One of my twins was in such a groove
that, even during the group playdate, he was rushing around to clean up
after his friends. 

A couple of caveats: We’re somewhat older than a lot of the preschool
parents, and we seem to have more “stuff” in general. We live in a hun-
dred-year-old house and, despite kid proofing, it does not look like the
newer kid-friendly, open-plan houses with more storage. Yet, for a few
weeks, we all worked on it, made cleaning up a habit, and things looked
somewhat better. After the playdate ended, the motivation seemed to ebb.
We fell out of the habit. Things got messy again.

I recently encountered an April Fool’s Day interview - with pho-
tographs, on Apartmenttherapy.com with the Japanese author of the best-
selling books on tidying up, Marie Kondo. Her surroundings looked
starkly minimalist. Her clothes, on display in her closet, were all white
and flimsy. I laughed! She would be terribly unprepared for preschooler
art projects, spills, and Winnipeg winters. There just did not seem to be
enough clothing (or anything, really) to make a home or a life.

What struck me most though was her ‘greatest indulgence:’ she spends
20 hours a week deciding which possessions to keep, what to discard, and

where to put them. As the
mom of twins, this sounded so
ludicrous that I snorted with
laughter…whether this is
truly her apartment or not, I
got the April 1st joke. Beyond
working, eating, sleeping, and
cleaning…and so on – who
has 20 hours a week – to con-
template one’s belongings!?

All this might not seem like
a specifically Jewish issue,
until you consider how we
prepare for Pesach every year.
Weeks ahead, I start getting
crazy emails from one frum

organization, describing how many hours I should take in vacuuming and
cleaning my couch to rid it of chametz. (Yes, children leave Cheerios
there. My advice? Get a dog! No need to vacuum.) There’s incredible
pressure, particularly placed on women, in some families, to clean, cook
like crazy, and be the perfect hostesses on this holiday.

It can be a bit over the top. It’s a crazy-making spring cleaning exercise
for those who don’t have any time left for such things. I don’t know about
you, but it’s safe to say that some Passovers pass me by and I don’t man-
age the kind of clean up that I would have preferred to do.

Yet, what I realized about my kids’ foray into tidiness and into order
was…it’s a habit. We can get into all kinds of habits: to clean up, to do
more mitzvot, to reach out to others, to be more compassionate or wel-
coming, to volunteer…it’s amazing what we might be able to manage.
Spring, and Pesach, is traditionally one way of starting the Jewish “new
year.” The first of Nisan is associated with the beginning of Jewish his-
tory and in Exodus 12:1-2, it says that Nisan, a spring month, should be
the beginning of the months of the year. Passover is also one of the holi-
days that Jews are most likely to observe in some way, by attending a
Seder or modifying their diet. 

So, here it is: A powerful chance in the Jewish calendar to press the
reset button. What if we cultivate new habits this spring? Tidying up?
Being kind to the less fortunate? Welcoming guests to your home? 

As for me, I’d pretend it was “Bayit Cham” playdate time every
month…and hope we made cleaning up more of a habit. I can’t say I’ll
ever get around to hours of vacuuming my couch though. I delegate that
to Harry and Sally, my bird dogs…it could be their new habit.

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate degrees in both Education and
Religious Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and
educator. See more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.
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Seniors’ news

Seniors increasingly surf the Web to expand their Jewish horizons
By DEBORAH FINEBLUM/JNS.org

When she was in her 30s, Janet Buchwald fell
head over heels in love. 

With the Hebrew language. 
Three decades later, whenever the 65-year-old

Sudbury, Mass., resident itches to expand her
Hebrew vocabulary with a tantalizing new verb,
or to find an answer to a particularly thorny
question for a student, she looks no further than
her favorite websites.

At 69, Michael Vigdorchik feels like he’s
playing a game of catch-up, something his
online resources make possible. “When you
grow up in the former Soviet Union, religion
comes harder,” says the Ukraine native who
now lives in St. Louis. “You have to take it
slowly and ask a lot of questions. This I can do
at Chabad.org.”  

Whenever Charlotte Gottlieb prepares a holi-
day workshop for the Jewish culture group she
runs at her independent living center in Chevy
Chase, Md., she typically looks no further than
Aish.com. “They always have great stories and
holiday traditions that I never heard of,” says Gottlieb who, with three
other women ages 85-90, is hard at work preparing for her bat mitzvah
(eight decades later) this spring. At 93, she is the senior member of the
group.

Dr. Elliott Milgram may live in the Israeli coastal town of Nahariya, but
thanks to his trusty computer, Milgram’s Torah and Talmud learning comes
from all over the Jewish world. Tapping into such sources as Bar-Ilan
University, Chabad, Aish, and Yeshivat Har Etzion, Milgram enjoys learn-
ing that resonates with his modern Orthodox and Zionist worldview.
“These commentaries are part of our Jewish heritage,” says the 80-year-old
retired pediatrician. “The online classes and writings help us to understand
who we are and why we are here.” 

The over-55 demographic, though not born with a keyboard in their

hands like their grandchildren, is quickly warm-
ing to expanding their Jewish horizons online. In
fact, this age bracket represents the fastest-grow-
ing group of Internet users these days, including
what used to be an exclusive domain of the
young: Facebook. 

Chabad.org was early out of the gate. Back in
the 1980s, when the Internet had yet to take hold
of the world, Chabad was pioneering the online
outreach field. What Landa notes was “one of the
first pages on the Internet” today serves as what
he calls “Judaism’s homepage,” garnering 44
million annual unique visitors.

Among those millions, Landa says that based
on the feedback Chabad.org receives, an increas-
ingly large chunk falls in the over-60 demo-
graphic. One offering that’s popular with seniors
is Torah Trainer, which teaches even beginners to
chant from the Torah.

“Chabad.org has answered a lot of questions I
send in: Why do we eat kosher food? What does
Judaism say about conversion?” says Michael
Vigdorchik. “The answers are sometimes a little

bit surprising—and always interesting. My wife and I like to discuss them.”
An ever-expanding playing field of Jewish websites continues to push the

envelope for Jewish learning with multi-media and creative new services—
like Aish.com’s 24-hour live webcam broadcasting from the Western Wall
in Jerusalem. Much of this creativity tends to appeal to older users, who
suddenly find themselves with more discretionary time on their hands.

“The younger people want whatever they can get in 10 minutes, but the
seniors tend to watch our longer classes, because they have the time and the
patience,” says Shoshie Nissenbaum, women’s program director for
Naaleh.com, home to thousands of lectures and ongoing courses from pop-
ular Torah teachers like Rebbitzin Tziporah Heller. Most of Naaleh.com’s
30,000 members are 55 and older, she says. 

Continued on next page. See “Seniors”.

Michael Vigdorchik, 69, learns through
Chabad.org at his home in St. Louis.  

Courtesy Michael Vigdorchik



Ste.Anne because I wanted to check
everything and be thorough in my
research.”

The angels started singing, he joked.
“That’s when I got the names of all the settlers in Ste. Anne,” the histori-

an continued, adding that this all happened within the past few months.
“So, I realized there were a lot of Jewish farmers in Ste. Anne. It’s been

fascinating.”
Much of his information came from the 1916 Western Canada Census &

Jewish Colonization Association Data Sheets (1914 &/or 1915)
District of Springfield (Pariosse of Ste. Anne) – Russian Jew, he

observed.
“So, I was able to verify the information,” he said, adding that the JCA

information also provided the maiden names of the wives- “which is amaz-
ing history is often written without any deference to the women.”

“We very much hope that the families of those Jewish farmers in Ste.
Anne will contact us so their stories can be told as part of the content on
Jewish farmers in Manitoba in the interpretive centre,” said Yude Henteleff,
who can be contacted y.henteleff@gmail.com

“What’s really exciting is finding out about a colony of Jewish farmers in
Ste. Anne, Manitoba that no one at this point knew about, including the
Jewish Historical Society. We hope that more research will be done on this
because there is a wealth of historical data that should be preserved for
future generations. I hope this becomes a project for the Jewish Heritage
Centre.”

He also hopes that descendants of those families will contact him soon.
“We’ll see to it that their stories are told as part of the stories of Jewish

farmers in MB at the Henteleff Park ICA,” Henteleff said. 

Here is the complete list of names from the 1916 Western Canada
Census & Jewish Colonization Association Data Sheets- District of
Springfield (Pariosse of Ste. Anne) – Russian Jews:

Popeski, Moses; wife: Kate; children: Ima, Ben; Came to Canada: 1907
Mickelson, Max; wife: Sara (Pasikof); children: Ida, Dora, Lilse (?)

David Pasikof (father-in-law),Besse (Feldman) (mother-in-law); Came to
Canada in 1904, In-laws in 1913

Homan, Israel; wife: Hellen (Enbinder); children: Mark, Girtie Charna
(Enbinder) (mother-in-law); Came to Canada: 1906

Brett, George; wife; Sarly (Sussman); children: Eva, Ima, Mary, Harry;
Came to Canada: 1904

Liavsky, Alex; no wife listed; children: David, Rosa, Clara; Came to
Canada 1912

Henteleff, Abraham; wife: Eva (Yofa); children: Bertha, Clara, Nathan,
Isaac, Harry, Annie, Moses; Came to Canada: AH in 1907, all others in
1911.

Shapira, Abraham; wife: Gurty (Shinkelman); no children listed; Came to
Canada 1912

Barkovich, Morrice; wife: Tana (Berkovich); no children listed; Came to
Canada 1911

Block, Samuel; wife: Bertha (Lessem); children: Jennie, Pearl, Nowson
(?); Came to Canada 1908

Barkovich, Isaac: wife: Rosa (Gofiesen); children: Bernard, Gurty 1904
Warsik, Benjamin; wife: Bessa (Domien); children: Esther, Sara, Eva,

Panny, Berl; Came to Canada1914
Seporski, Meyers– no wife or children listed; Came to Canada 1907
Black, Philippe; wife: Rosa (Thedgant) (?); children: Annie, Esther ;

Came to Canada 1908
Henteleff, Isaac; wife: Clara (Leivski); no children listed; Came to

Canada 1910.

“The 30-50 audience is pulled in
too many directions, but the
mature ones love it all, from those
who never had a chance to learn

and take the beginner’s classes to the advanced learner,” says Heller.
Websites like that of the Aleph Beta Academy (www.alephbeta.org)

attract users with eye-catching multimedia content. Using animated
videos, CEO Rabbi David Fohrman employs 15 artists, Internet pros, and
others to create animated insights into the Torah and other Jewish texts.
Aleph Beta now boasts 4,500 subscribers and 25,000 others who receive
the website’s weekly email. 

Aleph Beta followers tend to be the over-50 crowd and youngsters who
love animation. 

“The older followers aren’t digitally native like the kids, so we work at
making the site easy to use,” says Fohrman. “Older users are willing to
go for a deep dive. They have the attention span and sophistication for
longer series and appreciate the bittersweet parts of life, like enjoying red
wine and dark chocolate later in life.” 

One appeal for seniors is that they can show the Aleph Beta “cartoons”
to their grandchildren.  

Janet Buchwald testifies that online resources have been a boon to her
Jewish learning, especially when it comes to the Hebrew language.

“In my 30s, I was seized by a passion to learn Jewishly and discovered
there was a voice in there,” she says. In the years that have followed,
Buchwald has led High Holiday services, including at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. She also pinch-hits for the rabbi and cantor at her
synagogue in Sudbury when they are away, and tutors bar/bat mitzvah
students who have a habit of asking tough questions. 

“The Web has everything but you have to really know your source,” she
says, “and be very, very careful with what you pass on.” Her favorite
websites include Aish.com, Chabad.org, and the Jewish Virtual Library.
But when she’s not on the job, Buchwald will often direct her browser to
another dose of Hebrew. Last week’s new word: tampon (Note: the
Hebrew is…tampon, a cognate). 

Other Jews turn to their computer, tablet, or even their smartphone to
participate in Shabbat and holiday services. When Lynn Wagner lived in
Cincinnati, Ohio, she attended Congregation Beth Adam. She has moved
to Portland, Ore., but continues to “attend” Beth Adam for Friday night
and holiday services as well as on the yahrzeit (anniversary of death) of
her parents—all online.

“What’s so nice is I can stream it anytime if I am not available at that
hour,” says Wagner, 70. “With these services, I feel like I’m still there.
And I try not to miss the rabbi’s podcasts. My iPad goes with me every-
where, even to bed.”

Robert Barr, the Beth Adam rabbi who records those podcasts, is quick
to point out the power of online Judaism, especially for older Jews. 

“Nine years ago, we recognized the changes we were seeing,” he says.
“We now have an online congregational rabbi, tens of thousands watch-
ing our High Holiday services, and 36,000 on our Facebook page. We’re
reaching and interacting with people from all over.” 

Chief among them are older Jews unable to get out for services and oth-
ers who live in isolated areas, says the rabbi. 

“What’s striking is people experience being part of a community,” Barr
says. “They feel strongly connected to something Jewish.” 

In fact, Barr recently conducted an online baby naming for a far-flung
family, with the proud grandparents tuning in from Florida. 

“Technology is getting easier and easier every year,” he says.
“[Seniors’] grandchildren set them up and tell them, ‘Grandma, just push
this button. Don’t worry. You can’t break it.’” 

“All these years we lived without a computer and now it seems like we
can’t live without one,” says Charlotte Gottlieb, the 93-year-old
Aish.com fan. “For many of our [independent living] center’s residents
who knew they were Jewish but grew up without real Yiddishkeit, this is
their chance. Now they can finally have it too.”

Seniors
(Continued from previous page.)
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For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2  BR and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact 204-453-5178
inquire@shindico.com

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S T A T E

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post &

News
Call 204-694-3332
for information.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

P R O F E S S I O N A L S
Chartered Professional Accountant

PHILIP KAHANOVITCH
B. Comm. Hons., MBA, CPA, CGA

• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

Pioneers
(Continued from page 2.)
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