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Moe Levy to be honoured by 
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University

By BERNIE BELLAN
Moe Levy is a quiet individual who has

contributed a great deal not only to the
Province of Manitoba in many ways that are
probably not realized, in recent years he
has done the same for the State of Israel,
especially the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

With a story similar in so many respects to
that of a great many other immigrants who
have come to Winnipeg over the years and
who, as a result of their intelligence, perse-
verance, and a great deal of foresight, were
able to carve very successful careers for

themselves, whether that was in the public
or the private spheres, Moe Levy is some-
one who has long deserved to be recog-
nized for his contributions to our commu-
nity.

The long-time executive director of the
Asper Foundation is being honoured by the
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University
with its most prestigious award, the Scopus
Award, at a gala to be held at the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights on Tuesday,
May 13.

Continued on page 24. See “Moe Levy”.

University of Manitoba President Dr. David Barnard 
“disinvited” to participate in Shoah ceremony

By BERNIE BELLAN
In the April 16 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
we carried a notice from
the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue inviting the
public to attend an inter-
faith Shoah commemora-
tive service on April 27.

The notice listed 11 indi-
viduals who would be
reading from the “Megillat
Hashoah”. Included
among the readers was to
be Dr. David Barnard,
President and Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Manitoba.

Barnard, however, had
angered some key individu-
als within the Jewish com-
munity recently when he
decided to allow a group
claiming Israel is an
“apartheid” state to appear
on the University of
Manitoba campus during the
so-called “Israel Apartheid
Week”. Last year student
Josh Morry had been suc-
cessful in getting the
University of ManitobaDR. DAVID BARNARD

Continued on page 2. See “David
Barnard”.

Camp Massad well on way to raising
$1 million in capital campaign

Executive Director of
Camp Massad Danial
Sprintz announced this
week that the camp has
raised $750,000 in a capi-
tal campaign that began
last year.

Following is what "Abba Sprintz" posted to the
camp's Facebook page:

"Haksheevoo! Haksheevoo! Camp Massad is
proud to announce that we have just reached
$750,000 on our way to our goal of 1 million
dollars!!! Thank you so much to all of the foun-
dations, donors, and Massadniks that have
brought us to this momentous day! $250,000 to
go! Please call me at the office 204.477.7487
for more information! Please like, share, and
comment to spread the word!"

Canada’s first-ever federal Jewish cabinet minister dies
By DAVID LAZARUS,
Canadian Jewish News

Canada’s first-ever Jewish
federal cabinet minister,
Herb Gray, was remembered
with affection for his marti-
ni-dry wit, deft deflection
skills during Question
Period, powerful oratory and
even for his affinity for rock
music following his April 21
death at age 82 in Ottawa.

Friends and admirers,
however, said Gray’s great-

est legacy would be his sheer
longevity, integrity, devotion
to social justice and respect
for the rules and customs of
the House of Commons,
where bitter partisanship now
prevails.

His serious, stolid appear-
ance belied his reputation for
wit, self-deprecation, and a
total lack of cynicism.

Colleagues once teasingly

HERB GRAY Continued on page 28. See
“Herb Gray”.



CBC Manitoba Managing Editor Cecil Rosner helps to organize 
Winnipeg investigative journalism conference 

By BERNIE BELLAN
Cecil Rosner has had a long and varied

career as a journalist. For the past ten years
he has served as managing editor of CBC
Manitoba – which gives him responsibility
“for all editorial content – radio, TV, online
that comes out of CBC Manitoba,” he
explains.

He’s actually been with the CBC a total of
25 years, Rosner notes.

Prior to his joining the CBC Rosner had
worked as a reporter for the Winnipeg Free
Press. As a matter of fact Rosner still keeps
one foot in print journalism as the long-
time chess columnist for the Free Press –
something he’s been doing since 1981.
(Rosner notes that even before he began
writing his chess column for the Free Press
he wrote one for the Winnipeg Tribune – while he was still in univer-
sity here.) Following completion of his B.A. at the University of
Manitoba Rosner headed to the University of Western Ontario, where
he received his master’s degree in journalism.

The author of two books, one of which is a history of investigative
journalism in Canada, Rosner is now playing a leading role in an
upcoming conference on investigative journalism, from June 13-15,
here in Winnipeg – something that will be the first of its kind any-
where in the world, he says.

“It’s a joint collaboration between CBC Manitoba and the University
of Winnipeg,” Rosner explains. “I teach a course over there (the U of
W) every year or two – on investigative journalism. They have a glob-
al college now. They’re very interested in global affairs. CBC Manitoba
has done a lot of work on investigative journalism. I’ve done a lot of
research on it. We practice it. We thought it would be a good kind of
union of forces to do a conference on investigative journalism from a
global perspective where we look at themes of human rights and
democracy, and kind of invite the world to take part.

“We were mindful that this was the year that the Museum for Human
Rights opened, so those were the themes we are planning to explore.
The title of the conference is ‘Holding power to account’ because in
many ways that’s what investigative journalism tries to do,” he adds.

What makes this conference especially attractive to laypeople is that
anyone will be able to attend. It will be held mainly at the University
of Winnipeg, although there will be a “couple of receptions”, Rosner
says - “one at the Art Gallery and one likely at the Canadian Museum
for Human Rights”. 

The cost to attend the full conference will be $240, “which includes
lunches, breakfasts and receptions”, Rosner explains. Students, how-
ever, will have a special price of only $75 for the entire conference.
(For information about the conference, and to register, go to win-
nipeg2014.ca.)

The conference will be a blend of an academic conference – with
academics presenting papers – and a journalists’ conference, with
journalists giving presentations and participating in panel discussions,
Rosner explains.

With a list of speakers that stands at over 60 and “is still growing”,
as of the date that we spoke with Rosner (April 8), including speakers
“from all over the world”, this conference promises to be especially
interesting for far more than journalists alone.

“Our keynote speaker is Carl Bernstein,” Rosner point out (“of
Woodward and Bernstein fame”, he adds, in case anyone reading this
may not have heard of Carl Bernstein. Of course, Watergate is ancient
history to most young people, if they’ve even heard of it. Suffice to say
that Woodward and Bernstein singlehandedly made investigative jour-
nalism the sexiest field in journalism.)

Other notable journalists will include some of the CBC’s “big guns”,
including Peter Mansbridge, who’ll be delivering the opening address;
Adrienne Arsenault (who’s been a correspondent in London,
Washington, and Jerusalem); Diana Swain (now the CBC’s chief inves-
tigative correspondent); Linden Macintyre (award winning journalist
and winner of a Giller Prize for literature); and Bob McKeown (one of
the hosts of “The Fifth Estate”).

Referring to his own career as a reporter, Rosner observes that, when
he began, there was no clear distinction between regular reporting
and “investigative journalism”, per se.

In more recent years though, he says that there has been a distinct
type of reportage develop that can rightfully be termed “investigative
journalism”. 

“Like here, locally, (at the CBC) we have a team that does that kind

of work,” Rosner says, “and we keep them pro-
tected a little bit, from doing the day-to-day
job…because in order to do good enterprise
and investigative work it requires knowledge
and technique, but it also requires time, so if
you’re just rushing to meet a deadline every
hour it’s going to be difficult to do any mean-
ingful investigative work.”

I asked Rosner to comment about the decline
in the amount of investigative journalism that
we see practised by big news organizations
these days. He noted that it’s largely a function
of “money” or the lack thereof, that has led to
the erosion of investigative journalism. 

“Because it’s not the daily breaking news it’s
usually the first place that news managers see
as the place to cut,” he suggests. 

As an offshoot of his work as a journalist,
Rosner is also well-known within the Jewish

community here as having played a prime role in the creation of the
Mina Rosner Human Rights Award, following the death of Cecil’s
mother Mina in 1997.

The award, now in its 16th year, Rosner notes, consists of a monetary
prize and is presented each year by the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada to a Manitoba student in grade 9-12 who submits
“the best essay on the theme of the Holocaust or other important
human rights issues.”

According to information taken from the Freeman Family Holocaust
Education Centre website, “Mina Rosner was a Winnipeg mother,
grandmother, businesswoman, author, educator and Holocaust sur-
vivor. She grew up In Buchach, now in the Ukraine and saw her
friends, family and community murdered by the Nazis. She recorded
her wartime experiences in her book ‘I am a Witness’. In 1990, she
returned to Buchach for the first time since the war, and the visit was
captured in an award-winning CBC documentary called ‘Return to
Buchach’. The sole survivor in her family, she moved to Winnipeg in
1948.”

“My mother used to talk to students all the time,” Rosner explains,
“and she was really interested in educating the younger generation
about the Holocaust and about human rights generally, and so we
thought a really good way to honour her memory would be to set up
a lasting award that kind of promoted and encouraged people – kids
– in high school to think about the Holocaust, think about human
rights, and write about it.”

In Cecil Rosner’s case, therefore, his ongoing interest in investigative
journalism and promotion of human rights can be seen as a continu-
ation of his own mother’s dedication to human rights.

CECIL ROSNER
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Students Union to vote not to allow
the IAW group to appear this year. At
the time Morry cited the UMSU
handbook’s policy of wanting to

insure that all students feel “safe” and “secure” when they attend the
university. Morry argued that by allowing IAW to take place on cam-
pus Jewish students felt threatened.

However, the final decision as to whether or not to allow any
activity on campus rests with the university administration. Dr.
Barnard decided that it was an issue of free speech; therefore, he
ruled that the IAW group would be allowed to appear on campus
after all. (To read the earlier article about Barnard’s decision go to
our website to read: university-of-manitoba-students-protest-univer-
sity-president-allowing-anti-israel-group-back-on-campus

Apparently Barnard’s decision incensed some very important indi-
viduals within the Jewish community and some of them began a
campaign to have the invitation that had been extended to Barnard
to appear at Sunday’s ceremony withdrawn.

It wasn’t unti Sunday, April 20,  when I received a revised notice
of the upcoming event that I realized Barnard’s name no longer
appeared on the list of invitees. I immediately attempted to verify
that Barnard had indeed been “disinvited” to appear. 

It took quite some time to receive an official response to my
queries, but one was finally received on April 28 from Rabbi Green
on behalf of Shaarey Zedek Congregation. (See Rabbi Green’s
response on page 5 of this issue.)

An e-mail to Barnard’s office requesting comment has  gone unan-
swered.

(For more on this see my Short Takes column on page 4.) 

David Barnard
Continued from page 1.
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Etz Chayim Good Friday brunch and program very well attended
By MYRON LOVE 

For this Pesach,
Congregation Etz
Chayim offered
something a little
different – and the
members of the con-
gregation responded
en thus i a s t i ca l l y.
About 140 adults
and children came
to the north end syn-
agogue on Good
Friday for a lunch
and learn program 

The activities
began with a Pesach
brunch at 11:00 –
followed at 12:30 by
a choice of four pro-
grams.  These
included sessions on
yoga (led by Debbie
Lewis), drawing (led
by interior designer
Shelley Werner) and
financial planning (led by Morley Silverman of the Investors Group.
The fourth option was watching the 2013 Jerusalem Film Festival entry
”H.I. Jew Positive”, a story of a search for identity by young Poles who
rediscover their Jewish ancestry and travel to Israel in  search of their

roots.
For the kids, Benson Shapiro led an arts and craft program down-

stairs.  There was also a scavenger hunt for the kids and games.
“We started planning this program a month before,” says Jonathan

Buchwald, Etz Chayim’s executive director.  “We hope to do this on
an annual basis.” 

Interior designer SHELLEY WERNER giving
instructions on drawing.

Investors Group’s MORLEY SILVERMAN (on far right) leading finan-
cial planning discussion.

Yoga teacher DEBBIE LEWIS (at left) giving instruction at Etz Chayim
Good Friday class.

Children doing arts and crafts.



It’s likely that almost no one would have
noticed the omission of Dr. David Barnard’s
name from the list of individuals who were
invited to participate in a Holocaust  com-
memoration at the Shaarey Zedek this past
Sunday (April 27) – no one perhaps, except
me. (See story on page 1.)

As I note in my short article about Barnard’s
being dropped from Sunday evening’s roster,

if it hadn’t been for the fact that we ran an advertisement in our April
16 issue that listed  Barnard as one of the individuals who was sched-
uled to read from the Shoah megillah, but then received a revised
notice on April 20 in which his name was missing, I probably would-
n’t have been aware that Barnard had been disinvited from participat-
ing in the program. 

I admit though, that what really set me to wondering what was going
on was an e-mail that I had received on April 17 from a “macher” in
our community decrying Barnard’s inclusion in the program. That indi-
vidual was incensed that Barnard had taken the position that, in the
interests of free speech, he was not going to ban members of a group
claiming Israel is an “apartheid” state from the University of Manitoba.

Now, without entering into an argument whether Barnard’s position
was the correct one, I have a great deal of difficulty with how this
entire affair was handled.

While it may be true that the invitation to Barnard to appear at the
Holocaust commemorative event was issued before he announced his
decision to allow the particular group that criticizes Israeli policy to
appear on campus, the invitation should not have been withdrawn. In
the first place, it is bad form to issue an invitation to someone, then
withdraw that invitation unless that individual is guilty of some egre-
gious act or statement that would cast that individual as a pariah in
society as a whole.

Barnard himself did not say anything that would depict him as a crit-
ic of Israel; he merely allowed a group that is critical of Israeli gov-
ernment policy to appear on campus. It should be noted also, that
there are many Jews (including some Israelis themselves) who align
themselves with that same position. Distasteful as that position may be
to many other Jews, are we to condemn a university president for
coming down on the side of free speech?

There is another aspect to this issue that troubles me. Very soon we
are going to see the opening of the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights. That museum has been shrouded in controversy from the very
day over ten years ago that Izzy Asper first announced his dream to
build the museum. The fact is though that many Jews were proud to
support this particular museum, in no small part because they were
under the impression that it (the museum) was going to shine a promi-

nent spotlight on the
Holocaust. 

While the issue of
the Holocaust’s place
within the museum
seems to have sub-
sided of late – the rea-
son is that other
groups that were
highly critical of what
at first appeared to be
a much larger space
that would  be
accorded to the
Holocaust within the
museum seem to have
been placated. The
space that Izzy Asper
originally envisioned
for a Holocaust
gallery has been sub-
stantially reduced,
while other groups
have had their own
concerns paid
increased attention.
(And here I’m refer-
ring specifically to the
U k r a i n i a n
Holodomor, which
will now occupy a
significant place with-
in the museum, we
are told.)

While the reduced space to be accorded to the Holocaust in the
museum may be upsetting to some Jews, I wonder how those same
individuals are going to react if the museum turns out to be a forum
for anti-Israel protests as well? After all, one of the purported goals of
the new museum is to allow individuals and groups to gather outside
the museum and stage protests and demonstrations. (We already saw
one demonstration there last year with the “Idle No More” move-
ment.)

Izzy Asper was no great proponent of free speech when it came to
criticism of Israel. In fact, while the Aspers owned the National Post
that paper’s policy was fairly clearly established as one of unilateral
support for Israel, with nary a dissenting view to be read within its
pages. Wouldn’t it be ironic, therefore, if the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights turns out to be a beacon for anti-Israel protests? Or, are
certain individuals within our Jewish community going to take steps to
try and limit those kinds of demonstrations, much as they interceded
to send a clear rebuff to David Barnard?

There is more than a modicum of inconsistency to the notion that it’s
all right for Jews to advocate for free speech so long as that free speech
is not used to criticize Israel.

But, speaking of Holocaust commemoration events, I was intrigued
to read that, of all the factors that come into play in forging a Jewish
identity, remembering the Holocaust is the most important. (See relat-
ed article on page 15.)

The Pew Research Center (and what a fabulous organization the Pew
Research Center is – churning out report after report about issues that
are of tremendous concern worldwide) recently undertook a major
study of how American Jews identify themselves.

Remembering the Holocaust was at the top of the list, according to
the results of that study. Here is what the Pew Research Center had to
say: “When we asked Jews about what is and is not essential to their
own sense of Jewishness, 73% say remembering the Holocaust is
essential (including 76% of Jews by religion and 60% of Jews of no
religion). Almost as many Jews, 69%, say leading an ethical and moral
life is essential, and 56% cite working for social justice and equality;
only 19% say observing Jewish law is essential.”

It’s been almost 70 years since the end of the Second World War but
the elevation of the Holocaust to a position of prime importance in
Jewish identification continues to remain a dominant theme in our
lives – and not only for Jews. Each year thousands of Manitoba stu-
dents are exposed to some aspects of Holocaust education, whether
it’s through their curricula, which now includes a much greater atten-
tion paid to the Holocaust than used to be the case; hearing speakers,
such as is the case each year at the University of Winnipeg with its
annual Holocaust symposium; or
the Asper Foundation’s sponsor-
ship of thousands of high school
students over the years on trips to
Washington D.C’s Holocaust
Museum. 

As much as some Jewish orga-
nizations tend to play up
instances of anti-Semitism  the
fact is that, in Canada and the
U.S., at least, anti-Semitism is
not  a huge concern for Jews. In
the pol at right are the results of a
Pew study undertaken in 2006
and again in 2011 studying levels
of anti-Semitism in certain coun-
tries.

What’s the point of my linking
what happened with Dr. Barnard,
remembering the Holocaust, and
levels of anti-Semitism? We, as
Jews, should be feeling more
secure about our place within
North American society.
Allowing critics of Israeli government policy on to university campus-
es may be upsetting to some, but Jews have always stood at the fore-
front of allowing free speech as a basic human right. If we are to prop-
erly commemorate the Holocaust, we must also remember that sup-
pression of human rights is something common and intrinsic to
Nazism, Communism, and Islamic fundamentalism. We, as Jews,
should be advocating for free speech, not ostracizing those who
would defend it.

For more on this see Rabbi Green’s comment on the opposite page.
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Further to issue of Russian Israelis
Dear editor,
I am just responding to the 2 articles in the JP&N about Jewish

immigration to Winnipeg. I read this in the original:
“We do have some say in terms of the criteria: With our govern-

ment we have the authority to sign off on people and not sign off on
people,” Freedman said. “We could afford to be a little more selec-
tive.”

Since it is Pesach now, I am thinking about the mixed multitude
that left Egypt with Israel and I think the thought of being more
selective of people when helping them leave their homelands, often
a temporary one for Russian/Ukrainian Jews in Israel, for a better life
does not resonate as a very Jewish thing to do or say, especially
given the very difficult history of the Judenrat deciding during the
Holocaust who should stay and who should go, who should work
here and who should work there.

Rather than accepting the dogma of states and immigrations, the
Jewish community if anyone (if the community is a self even) should
adopt more of a ‘nobody is illegal’ approach to peoples and states,
and get away from the domestication-control view of humanity that
has been born with nation states and is furthered by Zionism, by
being gatekeepers into Canada, and by thinking of these immigrants
as investments.

It is time to leave the 19th century behind and become universal
humanists, eschewing the politics of control of which we have so
long been victimized.This is tied as well to the Canadian
Conservative Government’s wish to keep Roma out of Canada as
well today by having labelled Hungary a designated country of ori-
gin, despite grave evidence of a rising and violent fascism there.It
seems once we Jews get comfortable somewhere, the institutional
leadership is all too happy to deal with the powers and agenda of a
place and forget our histories as free people (who are thus meant to
fight for / to free people everywhere). 

We should wish those humans who have come to Winnipeg on
Federation sponsorship, only to get discounted education and sup-
port and then leave for better jobs and climates, all the luck in the
world as we have helped to integrate more people in Canada.
Attachment to results, especially selfish ones, almost always leads to
problematic consequences and attitudes. If the community wants to
give people discounts and tie it to staying here for x number of
years, that could make sense, as is subsidizing, say, someone’s med-
ical school on the basis they stay in a certain jurisdiction for a while.

A kosher chag to all. the politics of moving people around to me
is quite treif.
Alon Weinberg

Correction to article
Thank you for including our daughter Arielle Block in your article

(about Manitoba Music Festival winners - April 16 issue). Arielle is
the daughter of Ian and Eileen Block (not Ellen Block).

“One time winners include Kim Levi, Julia Kroft and Arielle Block.
Arielle is the daughter of Ian and Ellen Block. The 17-year-old Grant
Park student is also looking to continue her theatre studies at the U.
of W. next year.”
Sincerely,
Eileen Block

The 4th Annual Simkin Stroll
June 8, 2014 (11:00am)

In 2011, we held our first annual Simkin Stroll event and raised
approximately $7,000 to purchase special pressure reduction mat-
tresses for the residents.

On June 8, 2014, we are excited to hold our 4th annual Simkin
Stroll event. Registration begins at 10:00 am and the walk begins at
11:00 am. There will be coffee and a small nosh available when you
arrive. After the walk, a BBQ will be held from 11:30 to 1:00 pm with
great live entertainment. All monies raised this year will again be used
towards recreational programming on weekends and evenings for our
residents.

There are many ways that you can get involved;
Be a Sponsor – Purchase a sponsorship for $250.00 or more and/or

ask others if they would be interested in sponsoring the event. Your
company logo will be prominently displayed at the event and you will
also be mentioned in our Newsletter.

Be a Walker – Asking your friends, family or acquaintances to spon-
sor you. A brochure is available on our website at www.simkincen-
tre.ca or a brochure can be picked up at the Family/Resident
Information Centre located in the Atrium of our facility. You are
responsible for collecting money from those who have sponsored you.
We ask that all donations be turned in on the day of the event, June
8th. Tax receipts will be issued a month after the event for donations
of $18.00 or more.

Be a Volunteer – Help with the event. There are many areas where
we could really use help; walking residents on the route, serve food,
direct people, hand out t-shirts, or clean up. If you are interested,
please call Volunteer Services at (204)589-9008 or email at:
VolunteerServices@sharonhome.mb.ca – All volunteers MUST con-
tact Volunteer Services prior to the event.

One of the reasons we hold this event is to raise money. Equally
important is to make it a community event designed to bringing our
residents, family and community together. Hope to see you there.

Rabbi Green defends “disinvitation” 
to U of M president

Editor,
This is my understanding of the sequence of events that led to

Congregation Shaarey Zedek’s decision to withdraw the invitation
issued to University of Manitoba President Dr. David Barnard to read
from the Megillat Ha-Shoah–a recently composed set of readings with
which we commemorate the martyrs of the Holocaust, at a special
ceremony held annually during Shoah Week.

The story begins with the University of Manitoba Students Union’s
withdrawal of recognition from an organization called Students
Against Israel Apartheid–the group that has sponsored Israel Apartheid
Week at the U of M in the past–and the banning of this organization
from using space at the student union.  The UMSU took this route after
ruling that Students Against Israel Apartheid breached UMSU Policy
2009, which disallows any student, or student group, from undermin-
ing the dignity or self-esteem of any students on campus. UMSU
found that Students Against Israel Apartheid undermined the dignity
and self-esteem of students by organizing  a program–Israel Apartheid
Week–that branded all supporters of Israel as racists.

Students Against Israel Apartheid attempted to regain their status this
year by reapplying to UMSU. Once again, Students Against Israel
Apartheid were turned down, because UMSU requires that all student
groups follow UMSU policy, and SAIA had already been found to be
in breach of Policy 2009.

University of Manitoba students Josh Morry (who made the original
UMSU motion) and Mohammed Abas, have since formed a recog-
nized on- campus organization called Arab Jewish Dialogue On
Campus (AJDOC), whose goal is to provide a safe space for discussion
on the prospects and possibilities for peace in the Middle East.
However, Students Against Israel Apartheid responded by teaming up
with an off-campus sister organization called Coalition Against Israel
Apartheid, which applied to the University of Manitoba to once again
run Israel Apartheid Week on campus.

This is where it gets interesting.  The University of Manitoba, claim-
ing it had no other choice, proceeded to circumvent the will of the
student government by allowing the off-campus Coalition Against
Israel Apartheid to run Israel Apartheid Week on campus.  Dr. Barnard
personally intervened to ensure that this would occur.  In fact, Dr.
Barnard originally planned to give Coalition Against Israel Apartheid
contiguous space in the Student Union building, but backed down
after the UMSU, led by President Al Turnbull, intervened to move
Israel Apartheid Week out of the mainstream, to the fifth floor of the
building.

In the past, Dr. Barnard has hidden behind the fact that Israel
Apartheid Week was led by a recognized student group. However, this
is no longer the case at the University of Manitoba. The students have
determined that by running Israel Apartheid Week, Students Against
Israel Apartheid and its sister organization, Coalition Against Israel
Apartheid, have crossed the line of respectful behaviour on campus by
calling supporters of Israel racist. Dr. Barnard was hardly obligated to
invite an off campus group to run a program that the University student
government already decided they did not want to have on their campus. 

Shaarey Zedek’s withdrawal of Dr. Barnard’s invitation to read from
the Megillat Ha-Shoah indicates that this synagogue will not sit idly,
while the President of the University blatantly ignores a student deci-
sion to draw the line on the dissemination of anti-Israel propaganda,
born of pure hatred and distorted logic, that undermines the dignity
and self-esteem of student supporters of Israel on campus, in breach
of both student and university policy. It indicates that this synagogue
will not sit idly, while the President of the University actively inter-
venes to allow the spread of the kinds of lies that led to the annihila-
tion of six million Jewish men, women, and children, less than seven-
ty-five years ago.  

It also sends another message: that Shaarey Zedek strongly supports
the University student government, in its courageous defense of the
safety and dignity of all Jewish students, and all supporters of the State
of Israel, at the University of Manitoba.  Let them be an example for
university student governments throughout the continent, and
throughout the world.
Rabbi Alan Green, Senior Rabbi, Congregation Shaarey Zedek



Reflecting her back-
ground, Winnipeg-
based novelist’s Eva
Wiseman’s first books
explored various
aspects of the 20th

century Hungarian
Jewish experience
during and after

World War II. For her fourth novel, she
reached back into the 19th century and the
Blood Libel against the Jewish people. For her
sixth novel, she went even farther back in
time to the Jewish experience at the time of
the expulsion from Spain over 500 years ago.

Now, with her latest work, “The World
Outside” (which will be launched at McNally
Robinson next Tuesday, May 6), Wiseman has
returned to modern times. “The World
Outside” is set in August, 1991, at the time of
the Crown Heights riots in New York City.

Wiseman describes the Crown Heights riots
as a modern day pogrom. The riots began on
August 19, 1991, after a black child was acci-
dentally struck and killed by an automobile
in the motorcade of the late Lubavitcher Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson. Several Jews were seriously injured during the riot and
Yankel Rosenbaum, a follower of Rabbi Schneerson, was murdered.

Wiseman’s novels are intended for teenage and young adult readers.
The central character in each case is a teenage Jewish girl. What is dif-
ferent about “The World Outside” is that the girl is a member of the
Lubavitch community – which makes this quite likely the first novel ever
written about Lubavitch for a younger general audience (and possibly
the first novel ever written that incorporates the Lubavitch lifestyle).

“I had read about the Crown Heights riots but didn’t know a lot
about them when I decided to write this novel,” she says, “and I knew
less about Lubavitch.”

To learn about the Lubavitch lifestyle, she arranged to spend six days
living with a Lubavitch family in New York. “I tried not to have any
pre-conceived notions,” she says. “While I was there, I followed their
customs and wore long skirts and kept my head covered.”

She describes her time with the family as a most interesting experi-
ence living amidst people who follow a thousands-year-old lifestyle
but use modern technology in the form of computers and smart
phones in their mission to reach out to other Jews. “The people were
very welcoming,” she says. “I davened with them at 770 Eastern
Parkway (the home of the late Lubavitch Rebbe Schneerson). I even
had four invitations for Shabbat.”

As part of her research, she interviewed eight teenage Lubavitch
girls. “They all seem to be well-adjusted,” she says. “All aspired to be

shlichim (the
Lubavitch represen-
tatives in communi-
ties worldwide). It is
very much an insu-
lated community.”

“The World
Outside” focuses on
a 17-year-old
Lubavitch girl who
aspires to be an
opera singer in a
society where
women singing for
an audience that
includes men is
strictly forbidden.
“She meets a Jewish
boy from outside her
world who opens
her eyes to the possi-
bilities of the wider
world outside.”

Following “The
World Outside”
launch in Winnipeg,
Wiseman is being
flown by the Jewish
Book Council
Network to New
York where she will
be doing presenta-

tions and signing books at several New York
area bookstores.

“My New York publisher feels that there is tremendous potential for
the book in New York,” she says.

She reports that the book may soon be picked up by her French pub-
lisher (who has published four of her earlier books), and translated for
a French audience.

And “No One Must Know” will soon be available in her native
Hungary.

New Book of Poetry From Carol Rose
Carol Rose will be at McNally Robinson two days after Wiseman –

on Thursday, May 8 – for the launch of her latest book of poetry. Rose
says that, unlike her first book of poetry, “Behind the Blue Gate” (pub-
lished in 1998), which used place to access reality, her new opus,
“From the Dream”, invites the reader “to draw upon memory, loss,
death, friendship and love in an attempt to give shape to our lives.
Dreams, like the spiritual realm, shift perspective, urging us to move
between the worlds of waking and imaginal realities. In this strangely
familiar terrain, perceptions are challenged. We sense the power of
images, believing that if we can grab hold of them, wrest meaning
from them, then (regardless of how bewildering they may seem) we
can be blessed by them”.

“From the Dream” includes work from the mid-1990s through to
recent years. When asked about the process for deciding what was to
be included, Rose noted in an interview with Cynthia Ramsay for the
April 11th edition of Vancouver’s Jewish Independent, “it can take
many years for a collection of poems to become a book. In the selec-
tion, many individual poems are left behind. As the new work began
to emerge, I noticed that several of the earlier poems were still very
much alive. “From the Dream” plucked them up and wove them into
its theme of memory and loss”.

Rose notes that her new work was released in the United States last
November – she and Neal spent the winter in St. Louis with their son,
Rabbi Carni Rose and his family – and that she has already done read-
ings in St. Louis, Philadelphia and Florida.

“I have had a very warm response,” she says of her readings. “People
have been very appreciative. People who have read my previous book
of poetry tell me that my voice comes across now as mellower.”

CD of Historic Cantorial Concert Now Available
Readers with an appreciation for Chazanish music may recall the

1985 cantorial concert here - at the synagogue formerly known as the
Rosh Pina – which brought together almost all of Winnipeg’s cantors
at that time. More than 1,000 members of our community packed the
Rosh Pina to hear Cantors Judah Smolack (then the Rosh Pina’s can-
tor); Tzvi Taub and Louis Berkal (Shaarey Zedek Synagogue); Arkie
Berkal (the Beth Israel Synagogue); Yaacov Orzech (the Bnay Abraham
Synagogue); Michael Eskin (the Herzlia Adas-Yeshurun Synagogue);
Gerry Daien (the Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue); Richard Yaffe
(Temple Shalom); and David Boroditsky (retired from the Talmud Torah
Synagogue), sing solos, duets, one threesome and two ensemble
pieces of cantorial music.

The cantors were accompanied by pianist Sheldon Laveman, while
popular duo Kinzey Posen and Shayla Fink also contributed to the
musical evening. The emcee was Evelyn Hecht.
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Myron Love

Social Notes

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
To my wonderful children Debby and

Norm, Audra and Evan, Leora and
Marshall and grandchildren, thank you is

not an adequate enough word to use in
gratitude for all you have done for me

during my recent stay in hospital.
Your love, devotion and caring and the

hours spent at my bedside were unlimited.
Love Mom and Bubbie

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
To my friends and relatives.

Thank you for all your visits, good
wishes, cards, donations and

meals during my recent illness.
Bobbie Searle

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

New novel by Eva Wiseman delves into Lubavitch world in New York

MICHAEL ESKIN holding cantorial concert
CD.

EVA WISEMAN: “I had read about the
Crown Heights riots but didn’t know a lot
about them when I decided to write this
novel, and I knew less about Lubavitch.”

Continued on page 7. See “Myron Love”.



By MYRON LOVE 
While one can make a strong case for the argument that if Israel had

existed before World War II, the Holocaust in the sense of the large
scale murder of European Jewry might not have happened. (Up until
1940 or so, the Nazis were quite willing to allow large numbers of
Jews to leave Europe but few other countries were willing to accept
sizeable numbers of Jewish refugees.) However, the causal link
between the Holocaust and the creation of the State of Israel does not
hold up to scrutiny.

The propaganda put out by the Palestinians/Arabs – and accepted by
many (including Jews) in the West out of leftwing ideology or simply
ignorance of Jewish history – is that the Western democracies – driven
by guilt over the Holocaust, imposed a Jewish state in what is now
Israel over the indigenous Arabs and drove them out. 

Therefore, according to this erroneous linkage, Israel is an imperial-
ist, colonialist state (one of the last vestiges of Western colonialism)
which oppresses the native peoples. This may also explain the wholly
inaccurate apartheid comparisons.

That narrative is completely untrue. 
Readers who know Jewish history know that there has been a Jewish

presence in the Holy Land from time immemorial. We, the Jews, are
the people who are indigenous to the land. The Arabs and Islam did-
n’t come until about 1200 years ago.

As most readers know, Jews, wherever they may have been, have
longed to return to their ancestral homeland, and many did in small
numbers throughout the centuries. 

The 19th century was the century of nationalism. Existing nation-
states such as England and France demonstrated their nationalism by
creating worldwide empires. Italian and German nationalism led to
the unification of Italy and Germany. Other ethnic nationalities were
able to form their own states after World War I.

Jewish nationalism was expressed through Zionism. But, even before
Theodore Herzl founded Zionism in the late 1890s, the Hovevei Zion
movement in Russia was encouraging Russian Jews to return to
Palestine (then part of the Ottoman Empire), buy land and start farm-
ing operations. After Herzl, the Zionist movement and organizations
such as the Jewish National Fund continued to buy land from absen-
tee Arab/Turkish landlords and encourage Jewish immigration.

In the later stages of World War I, the British government issued the
Balfour Declaration in support of a Jewish homeland in Palestine.
However, after seizing the area from the Turks, the British government
lopped off the eastern two-thirds of the province (now Jordan) and
awarded it to an Arab ally in the fight against the Turks.

While the British Government may have favoured the Jewish resi-
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“The concert was unique,” Michael
Eskin notes, “in the number of cantors
who were
invited to par-

ticipate. Most cantorial concerts highlight just
one or two cantors.

“Yaacov Orzech asked Sam Shiel to tape-
record the concert,” he continues. “A few
copies were made and Yaacov gave them to
a few people who were involved in the
concert.”

And that is where it rested until now.
Thanks to the efforts of Eskin and Kinzey
Posen, that concert is now available on a
CD.

“A few months ago, Nella (Michael’s
wife) listened to the tape and suggested that
it would be nice if the concert could be
made available on a CD,” says Eskin.

He and Kinzey subsequently applied to
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba and
received a grant for the project.

“There were some challenges,” Eskin
says. “The original recording was taped in
the midst of the audience so it picked up
the sounds around it. Kinzey was able to
edit it though and create a master copy. The
CD turned out very nicely.”

The CD is available from Eskin (204 488-
9085, email: eskin@cc.umanitoba.ca) for
$10. He reports that the proceeds from the
sale of the CDs will be contributed to the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba in support of
creative activities in our Jewish community.

“That concert was an historic landmark,”
Eskin says. “It was from a cantorial golden
age in Winnipeg.”

Myron Love
Continued from page 6.

GIRLS BELONG HERE

BALMORALHALL.COM/GIRLSBELONGHERE

Holocaust-Israel link historically inaccurate

Continued on page 8. See “Comment”.



Winnipeggers recall roles in Israel’s War of Independence
Ed. note: The following article originally

appeared in 1998
By JONATHON NARVEY

Israel’s 50th birthday was last week, but the
country might not have lived to see it without
the help of Canadian soldiers.

Hundreds of Canadians fought in Israel’s War
of Independence in 1948-1949. About 40 of
the volunteers came from Winnipeg.

When the State of Israel was declared in May
1948, Egyptian, Syrian, Jordanian and Iraqi
armies invaded, threatening to destroy it in its
inception.

“The Arabs had promised another holocaust,”
said Allan Chapnick, 68, a Winnipeg resident
and veteran of the conflict in the Middle East.
“Haganah (the Jewish para-military force that
formed the roots of the Israeli Defence Force)
sent out recruiters all over the world” to find
volunteers to fight for Israel.

Some volunteers fought to be a part of an his-
torical event. “From the days of Pharaoh in
Egypt to the ghettos in Europe, the Jews never
fought back. This was a time to go fight,” said
Jack Hurtig, 75, a former lieutenant colonel in
the Israeli Bomber Command.

Foreign volunteers, collectively called Mahal, made up the “back-
bone of technical
sophistication in the
newly-formed IDF,”
said Chapnick, who
fought in the Anglo-
Saxon Fourth Anti-
Tank Troop. Mahal was
composed of people of
many nationalities and
creeds. “There were a
lot of people of many
nationalities and
creeds. There were a
lot of people who
weren’t Jewish who
fought,” said Hurtig.

While many Mahal
soldiers settled down
after the war to raise
families in Israel, the
veteran-survivors from
Winnipeg returned
home. “I came to
Israel for only one rea-
son. To fight,” said
Hurtig. “When it was
over, there was no rea-
son for me to stay.”

Mahal volunteers made up
95 per cent of the air force
and all of the navy.

The multitude of different
languages spoken by the vol-
unteers caused unforeseen
hardships. “There were a lot
of friendly-fire casualties
because of bad communica-
tions. They had to divide us
up into different commands
formed on Iinguistic lines,”
said Chapnick.

Many of the volunteers were
also veterans of the war
against Germany which
ended three years earlier. “I
felt I had something to con-
tribute,” said Aaron Ruvinsky,
78, who served as a wireless
air-gunner during the war.
Ruvinsky was referring to the
skills and experience he
acquired in the Canadian and
British air forces over the
skies of Europe in the Second

World War.
The Canadians in Mahal needed to improvise and make the most

use of scarce resources to help win the war.
“I personally welded rusted rivets onto a DC-3 (transport plane) to

make bomb racks,” said Hurtig.
“We had almost no weapons or ammunition. We had to capture

them from the enemy, first,” said Chapnick.
In 1998 the writer was a young Jewish Winnipegger completing a

program of studies in journalism. 
Post script: Jonathon Narvey is now a freelance writer living in

Vancouver who writes articles and columns for major pubications. In
2010 he received an honourable mention from the National Magazine
Awards.

Three of the Winnipeggers who fought in Israel’s War of
Independence pause for a picture, after receiving com-
memorative pins at April 30, 1998  Israel at 50 celebration
at Winnipeg Convention Centre. From left: SAM SINGER,
JACK HURTIG and ALLAN CHAPNICK. (1998 photo)
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dents, the sympathies of the British
administration on the ground were
pro-Arab. As the 1920s moved into the
1930s, the British government, con-
fronted by a rising level of violence by

the Arab residents, began greatly limiting the number of Jewish immi-
grants who were allowed to come to Palestine.

The British also did their best to disarm the Jewish militias while
doing little or nothing to prevent Arab attacks on the Jews. After World
War II., the attacks on British soldiers by Jewish militias persuaded the
weakened and war-weary British to withdraw from Palestine and leave
it to the United Nations to resolve the conflict. The UN proposed par-
tition. The Jews accepted, the Arabs rejected the plan.

As to the supposed Western world Holocaust guilt, the countries that
were most supportive of the partition plan were not the western allies
but the Soviet states. That’s because the Soviets hoped that the new
Jewish state would be a communist state.

The British abstained. 
The American State Department was hostile to Israel. It was only

because President Truman was persuaded by his former Jewish busi-
ness partner and the words of Chaim Weizman (who was to be Israel’s
first president) that the Americans voted yes.

Occupied Germany and Austria had no vote.
The countries that turned the tide in favour of the vote were the

countries of South and Central America.
Then, immediately after the British withdrew, the small, besieged

Jewish population of the new State of Israel had to fight off an inva-
sion from all of its neighbours with little help from anyone else – other
than the Soviet bloc.

Thus, there was no Western plot to create a Jewish State and dis-
possess the Arabs because of guilt over the Holocaust. The Jews
bought the land piece by piece over decades and then fought off the
Arabs on their own.

This has been a conflict that has been going on not just since 1948,
but since the 1920s. It is rooted in the Arab world’s refusal to accept
a Jewish state in their midst. And the fallacy behind the Holocaust-
Israel linkage is the Arab world’s refusal to admit to itself that, over the
past 65 years, the “lowly Jews” have routed their armies time and
again and will continue to do so. They consider it better to blame
America, the West or other outside forces than face reality.

Comment
Continued from page 7.



1948 letter reveals angst of young man about to go to Palestine
Introduction: 
The article on the opposite page about

Winnipeggers who volunteered to go to Israel to
fight in the 1948 War of Independence tells how
40 young men from our city were among the thou-
sands of volunteers who became an integral part
of that momentous period.

A short while ago we were contacted by Dr.
Leonard Kahane, who said that he had in his pos-
session a letter written by his late brother, Bernie,
to Ken Halprin, who is well-known to many
Winnipeggers. The letter doesn’t really require any
particular explanation – it’s a letter from one friend
to another, but I was curious to find out more
about what happened to Bernie Kahane once he
went to Palestine.

Leonard Kahane told me that, while his brother
was in the Haganah, he wasn’t involved in any
actual military action. Interestingly, Bernie Kahane
had been studying chemical engineering at the
University of Toronto – something that is also men-
tioned in a 1948 issue of The Jewish Post. 

According to Bernie Kahane’s son Jed, “Dad
went to train in the English countryside, then went
to Palestine but never was in a combat role. He
worked in a munitions plant. He said there was
once an explosion at the plant that hurt or killed
someone, but that was the only casualty he saw!”

As you read the letter though, you will see how anxious Bernie
Kahane was about maintaining strict secrecy over his upcoming mis-
sion to what was then still Palestine. He asks Ken Halprin not to
divulge the exact nature of his trip to anyone, including Bernie’s own
parents.

I asked Ken Halprin whether he maintained that secrecy. He said
that he did, waiting until Bernie was well on his way to Palestine:
“Following his directions I arranged a meeting with his father and his
brothers,” during which he revealed to them what Bernie had shared
in his letter.

Ken Halprin went on to note that, upon his return from Palestine,
which was in November 1948, Bernie Kahane returned to his engi-
neering studies. He subsequently became one of the earliest individu-
als to recognize the tremendous potential of canola as an “edible oil”,
Halprin explained to me, eventually moving to Saskatchewan where
he helped set up one of the first canola crushing plants there. Ken
Halprin and Bernie Kahane continued their correspondence for many
years following, Halprin told me, and he has kept all those letters ever
since.

Here then, is the letter from February, 1948, written by Bernie
Kahane to his good friend, Ken Halprin, in which Kahane describes
the mission to Palestine which he is about to embark upon:

Feb 25/48
Dear Ken,
Please excuse the long delay but I’m sure you’ll understand after you

finish reading this letter.
Something has come up in the last couple of weeks which is going

to change my life one hell of a lot.
As you know Ken, the situation in Palestine is critical. It’s no longer

a matter of just fighting for a Jewish homeland but it’s a matter of fight-
ing for the rights of every self-respecting Jew in the world. Don’t think
you’ll be able to carry your head very high if we lose out over there.

Anyhow Ken, to make a long story short I made it my business to do
something about it. I’m leaving for Palestine next week along with 25
other fellows. All of them have seen action overseas and there (sic) all
specialists in certain fields. I haven’t got their training but they have
other reasons for sending me. We are the first organized group to go
and it’s out job to set up training camp for the men who are coming
over after us. Were (sic) with the Haganah, the organized Jewish mili-
tia.

I’ve quit my year – I told them there was illness at home & since I
did very well at Christmas there (sic) either going to give me my year
or let me write exams when I come back – so everything is o.k. there.

For the past two weeks I’ve been working with the man in charge
who just came over from Palestine. He was born in Saskatoon – left
about 15 years ago. I’ve been recruiting men & so far I’ve got about
50 myself.

Our man has already been in Winnipeg & things will be popping
there very shortly. If you want to get some more information right
away I suggest you see Maitland Steinkopf. I think he’s got a hand in
it. Before you do anything I want you to realize it’s not going to be any
picnic. They’ll pay your way their (sic) & back & that’s all – no pay
over there & no insurance. We’ve got a terrific organization behind us

– the biggest one in the country.
One thing is all important – & that is secrecy.

So far the Canadian govt. hasn’t said we can’t
go, but if they find out they’re liable to clamp
down. My Mom & Dad don’t know yet but I’ll
contact them just before I leave. Now if your
(sic) at all interested you can do a lot of work for
us without much trouble. Spread the idea
around but for God sakes don’t give any details.
Make sure you only tell my close friends – peo-
ple who can be trusted – people who will keep
quiet. By the time they start an actual organiza-
tion in the ‘peg they will have thought it over &
they’ll know how to act. Please don’t mention
my name until after MARCH 6th. I can’t stress
discreteness too much - my life & a lot of others
depend on your judgement (sic).

About that $25 I owe you – I’m going to have
to ask you to wait a little longer because right
now it’s out of the question.

Phil Goldberg (my aunt’s bother – I’ve men-
tioned him before) is going along with me a& all
the other fellows are fine boys too. 

Write me right away Ken – I’m not leaving
Toronto until March 3rd. Think this thing over very
carefully Ken – believe me I did.

I’m putting my complete trust in you Ken – so
for God’s sake don’t let me down.

I want to thank you for your half of a wonderful friendship - & if your
(sic) the man I think you are I’ll be looking forward to seeing you in
Palestine in the very near future. The best of luck to you Ken,
Bernie Kahane

As a post script to the letter, I received the following e-mail from
Bernie Kahane’s son Jed, who said that he and his brother David
would like this included with the letter written by his father in 1948:
“Bernie (Kahane) remained interested in Israeli politics throughout his
life. While his mind as a young person was on fighting for a Jewish
state, he came to understand the impact that war had on Palestinians
and felt strongly that Zionism needed to be compatible with justice for
the Palestinians as a people. He cried when he learned of the Oslo
Accords, believing that a fair resolution to this historical conflict had
finally been reached. And he was distressed by what he saw as hard
line policies by later Israeli governments, which to him compromised
the possibility of a just peace.”

BERNIE KAHANE in Palestine circa
1948 (photo courtesy of Jed Kahane)
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The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough 
technology! Introducing the all new Safe Step Walk-In Tub 
featuring heated seating and two new foot massaging jets. 
The fi rst walk-in tub to offer heated seating also includes the 
following standard features:

  10 hydro-jets and 16 air bubble streams to help you relax 
and soothe your aching joints and muscles

  Safety features including the industry’s leading low step-
in with a 17-inch high non-
slip seat

  Made in the USA, with a 
lifetime warranty

You’ll agree - there just 
isn’t a better, more 
affordable walk-in tub on 
the market. 
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our 
Walk-In 
Tub 
with a
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By TALI SITSCHKAR
Dr. Berthe Kayitesi, survivor of the genocide com-

mitted against the Tutsis of Rwanda, will be presented
with the Dr. Philip Weiss award for Storytelling for
Peace and Human Rights. The award dinner and pre-
sentation will take place on Tuesday, May 6th at the
Qualico Centre at Assiniboine Park. This event will
open the 9th annual Winnipeg International
Storytelling Festival.

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the genocide
committed against the Tutsis of Rwanda.

Dr. Kayitesi was just a child when the genocide took
place in the spring and summer of 1994. She and her
siblings, along with 75,000 other survivors, were
orphaned as a result of the atrocities committed. In just
100 days, almost one million Tutsis lives were lost. 

Both the award and the Festival are presented by the
Arthur V. Mauro Centre for Peace and Justice at St.
Paul’s College (University of Manitoba). The award is named after Dr.
Philip Weiss (1922-2008). Dr. Weiss was a survivor of the Holocaust
(initially in a Polish ghetto and eventually liberated from the Mathausen
concentration camp in Austria). He worked tirelessly to tell his and
other Holocaust survivor stories as a means to increase awareness and
tolerance of the brutalities of the Holocaust to a new generation. 

Dr. Kayitesi also shares these goals. For the past several years she has
traveled the world sharing her story. “I want the family of survivors,
through my listeners, to reconnect with life,” she said. “It is a process of

symbolic reparation to what can never be repaired.”
This year she will also be travelling to Peterborough,
Montreal, Utah and Paris to speak and to share her
important story. 

These horrendous acts of violence are the second
genocide recognized by the United Nations (the first
being the Holocaust). While addressing the United
Nations at the Durban Conference in 2009, Dr. Kaytesi
recounted, “Genocide is the result of a very long
process of dehumanization. The genocide was the final
result of discrimination.” 

Dr. Kayitesi uses the phrase, “genocide against the
Tutsis of Rwanda,” as opposed to the more commonly
used, “Rwandan Genocide,” as it states the facts more
clearly.

For her, “It is important to use the term because it is a
fact: Babies, children, woman, pregnant women, men,
elderly people, sick people in hospital, were all killed if

they were identified as Tutsi. There were Hutu who also were killed
when trying to help the Tutsi or who resisted the militia.” 

Dr. Kayitesi recently completed her doctoral studies at the University
of Ottawa, where she focused on the impact of survivors sharing their
stories—what they learn from it and how they cope with stories of hor-
ror, pain and resilience. For her talk at the Award Dinner, Dr. Kayitesi
will be speaking about her work of collecting survivor stories and
spreading awareness about the genocide. 

“I wish to open the eyes to the danger of racism and discrimination. I
want to give a voice to those who
were killed in silence. I want the
family of survivors, through our lis-
teners, to reconnect with life.”

Dr. Kayitesi is also the author of
Demain ma vie (Tomorrow my life),
the story of her experiences during
the genocide against the people of
Rwanda, life in exile as the new
head of her family (after the war),
and eventually coming to Canada
to share her story with the world.
Though Demain ma vie is about the
genocide, it is even more so about
surviving after the fact.

In addition to her doctoral work
with listeners of survivors of the
genocide committed against the
Tutsis of Rwanda, Dr. Kayitesi also
serves as an ambassador to the
non-profit group Friends of Tubeho,
which provides access to education
for those orphaned by the genocide
committed against the Tutsis of
Rwanda. To date, they have provid-
ed scholarships for over 30 students
in Kigali.

The word “Tubeho” in
Kinyarwanda translates to “let’s live,”
which, according to the organiza-
tion’s website, is exactly what the
organization seeks to do: “to build
better lives for [the orphans] through
education in the devastating after-
math of the genocide of the Tutsi.”

In addition to the Award Dinner
and Presentation, Dr. Kayitesi will
also be sharing her story through-
out the Winnipeg International
Storytelling Festival. She will be
speaking to classrooms of children
as part of the school program from
May 7-9, and will be featured dur-
ing the public program on Saturday,
May 10th. For more information
about this and other Winnipeg
International Storytelling Festival
events, visit
www.umanitoba.ca/storytelling.

Tickets to the Dr. Philip Weiss
Award Dinner and Presentation are
$80 each or $600 for a table of six,
and are available by calling 204-
480-1445. 

Tali Sitschkar is the Publicity and
Communications Specialist at the
Arthur V. Mauro Centre for Peace
and Justice. She is an alumnus of
Camp Massad and a volunteer with
Canada Israel Experience.
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T H E  9 T H  A N N U A L  W I N N I P E G  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

STORYTELLING
F E S T I V A L

9 È M E  F E S T I V A L  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  D U  C O N T E  D E  W I N N I P E G

PRÉSENTÉ PAR THE ARTHUR V. MAURO CENTRE FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE AT ST. PAUL’S COLLEGE PRESENTS

About Dr. Philip Weiss  

Dr. Philip Weiss (1922–2008) was an untiring human rights educator 
and author of Humanity in Doubt (2006). Over two decades, he shared 
his compelling personal story as a survivor of the Holocaust to tens of 
thousands of young people. He organized free screenings of the fi lm 
Schindler’s List for thousands of students, and earned a special citation 
from the fi lm’s director, Stephen Spielberg. He provided fi nancial 
support to students participating in the Asper Foundation Holocaust 
and Human Rights Program, which sends school students to the 
Holocaust Museum in Washington. He received numerous awards for 
his contributions to cross-cultural awareness and tolerance. In 2003, he 
received an honorary Doctorate of Law from the University of Winnipeg. 

About The Arthur V. Mauro Centre for 
Peace and Justice at St. Paul’s College 

The Festival is presented by the Mauro Centre because storytelling is 
at the heart of peacemaking. A goal of the Festival is to nurture youth 
voice as a critical skill for global citizenship. This year, the Festival’s 
School Program has more than 8,500 seatings (4,750 in English, and 
2,250 in French) for young people, grades 1–12. The Centre is home to 
the University of Manitoba’s Ph.D. and Joint M.A. Programs in Peace 
and Confl ict Studies with more than 50 students from more than 20 
different countries.  

umanitoba.ca/mauro_centre  |  umanitoba.ca/storytelling

You are invited to the

3rd Annual Dr. Philip Weiss Award for 
Storytelling for Peace and Human Rights
Dinner and Presentation

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 – 7 pm
Opening Reception, 5:45 pm
Qualico Centre, Assiniboine Park

Tickets: $80
Tables: $600 for a seating of 8

If you are unable to attend, please consider supporting this event 
with a donation.

For tickets or to make a donation, please contact:
Ms. Tali Sitschkar, 204.480.1445, mauro.centre@umanitoba.ca

Attire: Business casual 

Award Recipient and Guest Speaker

Dr. Berthe Kayitesi
Dr. Berthe Kayitesi was born in Gisenyi, 
Rwanda. In 1994, when she was school-age, 
she survived the genocide committed against 
the Tutsis of Rwanda. She recently completed 
her doctoral studies in Education at the 
University of Ottawa. 

Berthe Kayitesi has participated in many conferences not only 
to present the results of her research, but also to bear witness 
to her experiences during the Genocide. To increase public 
awareness of the consequences of genocide and to honor the 
memory of those who were killed, in 2009 she published an 
autobiography, Demain ma vie : enfants chefs de famille dans le 
Rwanda d’après (Tomorrow My Life: Child Heads of Families in the 
Aftermath of Rwanda).  

In 2010, she received the Youth Leadership Award from the 
Imbuto Foundation, Rwanda. 

PRESENTED BY / PRÉSENTÉ PAR:

FRIEDEN PACE MIR POKÓJ AMAHORO TUTIKUM HETEPE PEACE AMANI SHALOM PAX BÉKE SALAM

DR. BERTHE KAYITESI

Survivor of Genocide in Rwanda to Receive Peace and Human Rights Award
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
The sixth Mameloshn festival celebrates Yiddish in Winnipeg. It is sponsored by the

Y.L.Peretz Foundation and it is a wonderful event. This year’s program features such great
artists as Zalman Mlotek, Herschel and Judy Fox, Justin Otwak, and the Gray Academy
choir. Tickets can be bought at the Rady Centre beginning May 12. I am sure they will be
sold like “Heyse lokshn”.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.Presence of Malice

I like MSNBC. I
don’t know why I like
them, because I don’t
think I’m all that left-
wing. But I find myself
watching them to see
what’s going on in the
USA. I like their
shameless partisan-

ship, and they way they go after FOX. I even
like they way they hand off, like at the end of
“All In” with Chris Hayes when it goes to split
screen and he says, “Here’s Rachel Maddow”
and there she is. I think that’s cool. 

Sometimes I wish we got FOX on cable, so I
could see how the other side fights back. Do
they make fun of MSNBC as much as MSNBC
makes fun of them? Inquiring minds want to
know.

But sometimes I catch them playing dirty
with the facts and innuendo. Rachel Meadow
was going after this Republican bigwig from
Wisconsin the other day, and she was making
a big deal over some allegations of sexual
improprieties. It seems he’d been at some big
lobbyist affair in Washington, and some people
had complained that he was behaving badly. 

Specifically, she quoted from reports that
“multiple witnesses alleged that Bill Kramer
hugged a legislative staffer and touched a
staffer’s breasts at a social event after the D.C.
fund-raiser….” Then she gets all up on her high
horse, spewing outrage that this guy is running
around grabbing the staffer’s breasts.
Whoa…wait a minute.

The witnesses said he “touched” her breasts.
Is that the same as “grabbing” her breasts? It’s a
funny question, and it hit home with me
because I’m involved in a small dispute over
almost the same issue. Some of my readers
may know that I was kicked out of university
two years ago over allegations of improper
behavior in the Education program at the U of
W, including an incident in my teaching
practicum where I alleggedly “grabbed” a
Grade 9 student by the shoulder. 

Except that the classroom teacher who
observed the incident actually reported that I
“touched/tapped” the student on the shoulder.
It only got upgraded to “grabbing” when the
principal subsequently reported it to the uni-
versity. I’m claiming that amounts to defama-
tion.

The Court recently dismissed that claim on
the grounds of “qualified privilege”. That’s
where an employer is allowed to give you a
bad job reference without being sued as long
as he’s giving his honest opinion without mal-
ice. The same principle protects anyone in a
similar position of responsibility such as the
principal evaluating a student teacher. 

I tried to argue that the upgrading from
“touching” to “grabbing” demonstrated that
element of malice which would be sufficient to
overcome the “qualified privilege”. The judge
wasn’t buying it. Touching, grabbing…what’s
the difference? Either way you had no business
touching the breast…I mean, the shoulder. (At
least, I know that’s what a lot of people are
thinking…)

So now I’m appealing his ruling, and I think
I’ve got a shot at winning. See, technically, I
don’t have to prove malice at this stage. It’s
actually a motion for summary judgment,
which means they’re saying I’m not entitled to
go to trial because I basically don’t have a leg
to stand on. 

But that works both ways. In summary judg-
ment, I don’t need to prove malice: I only need
to show that I have some evidence, any evi-

By

MARTY GREEN

Continued on page 13. See “Marty Green”.



Modest senior recognized for 25 years of service delivering kosher meals on wheels
By MYRON LOVE

Lloyd Freidman has
always been a humble
individual and there-
fore, true to character,
he downplays his con-
tribution over the last
25 years to Winnipeg
Jewish shut-ins.

“After I retired from
teaching, I enjoyed
having something to
do,” he says of his
years of delivering
kosher meals on
wheels.

Last Wednesday
(April 23), Friedman,
who is 96, was hon-
oured by Meals on
Wheels Winnipeg for
25 years of delivering
kosher meals for the
organization. 

He just quit deliver-
ing about a year ago when he gave up his driver’s license voluntarily.

Originally from rural Saskatchewan, Friedman began his teaching
career in his home province. 

That was in the late 1930s. He took a break from teaching to enlist
in the air force in World War II. He served for four years as a bomber
pilot.

“I had a good crew,” he says. “We were Pathfinders. Our role was to
drop flares over the targets for the bombers.”

After the war, he returned to teaching in a number of communities
in the British Columbia interior. He came to Winnipeg in the mid
1960s after his father, who was living here, suffered a stroke. He also

had a sister, the late
Sylvia Pollock, liv-
ing here.

In Winnipeg, he
taught English and
Social Studies at St.
John’s High School
for 23 years.

“It was a good
feeling delivering
kosher Meals on
Wheels,” he says. 

He recalls picking
up the meals initial-
ly at the Health
Sciences Centre
and, in most recent
years, at the Gwen
Sector Creative
Living Centre.

Of all the volun-
teers with whom he
delivered, he says,
the volunteer who
stands out the most
for him was the late
Jennie Boxer, who

continued working with him well into her 90s.
“She was very bright,” he recalls.
Friedman decided to stop driving after having had three minor acci-

dents within the course of a year. (He was at fault in two of them, he
says.)

As he is no longer driving, the long-time widower who still lives in
his own home in River Heights doesn’t get out as much as he used to.
He continues to work out at the Reh-Fit Centre and attend the week-
ly Stay Young program at the Asper Campus.

* * *
Also congratulations to Marilyn Regiec, the executive director of the

Gwen Secter Creative Retirement Centre, on receiving a volunteer
long service award from the YMCA/YWCA,  a couple of months back,
for 20 years of volunteering for the fitness department. She teaches
aquatic fitness at the East Kildonan Branch in addition to her duties at
the GSCRC.

LLOYD FRIEDMAN
He was honoured by Meals on 
Wheels Winnipeg for 25 years 

of delivering kosher meals.

MARILYN REGIEC, the executive director of
the Gwen Secter Creative Retirement
Centre, on receiving a volunteer long service
award from the YMCA/YWCA. The presenter
is KENT PATERSON, President and CEO of
the Winnipeg YMCA/YWCA.
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Canadian Holocaust educator apologizes to daughter of 
Holocaust survivors for youthful incident

By MYRON LOVE
To say that former Winnipegger

Betty Eisenstadt was flabbergast-
ed would be an understatement
when, in March, out of the blue,
she received an email from
another former Winnipegger, Jeff
McLaughlin, seeking to apolo-
gize for an incident that he was
involved in when he was a kid.

Eisenstadt’s late parents,
Holocaust survivors Dov and
Rachel Eisenstadt, for many years
operated The Bagel Shop on
Academy Road. McLaughlin
(who grew up in River Heights)
used to come into the store with
his mother and older brother and
has fond memories of the place.
One memory though has contin-
ued to haunt him over the years.

The incident in question hap-
pened one time when
McLaughlin and his friends –
they were 13 or 14 at the time –
went into The Bagel Shop for donuts. “One of them yelled out a very
derogatory term for being Jewish and we ran out of the bakery,” he
recalls. “I should forgive myself – everyone tells me that – because I
didn’t know any better and because as kids we all do stupid and
unthinking things,” McLaughlin emailed Eisenstadt, “but I cannot, so I
ask on behalf of your parents for your forgiveness.” 

“Because I grew up with a speech impediment and was picked on
quite a bit myself, I became sensitive to the feelings of others,” says
McLaughlin, a long time associate professor of philosophy at
Thompson Rivers University in Kamloops, B.C.

One of the ways that McLaughlin has been trying to make amends
is by helping to raise awareness of the Shoah. For the past 15 years he
has been a visiting professor at University of Graz in Austria in the
summers. In Austria he has been able to pursue his joint interest in the
history of World War II and the Holocaust.

“Since I also live in Austria during the summer, where I teach at a
university, I am able to do some research but I don’t just leave it at the
theoretical level,” McLaughlin says. “I also put it into practice.”

He reports, for example, that he successfully petitioned the Austrian
government to clean up the forgotten Jewish cemetery in Graz, where
he teaches. “When I was told by a friend who
is a member of the Gusen Concentration
Camp Memorial Society that people kept
tearing down the direction signs for how to
get to the camp, I sent off letters to the city
council and they funded the creation of per-
manent signs,” he says. 

“When I was teaching business ethics to
students from around the world, I hired a bus
and took them to Mauthausen so that they
could see for themselves what slave labour
involved.” 

McLaughlin has been to Yad Vashem twice,
first for a conference and then last year when
he received a full scholarship to study at their
summer seminar where he says he was
exposed to lectures from world-class experts.

“I was the first philosopher to conduct
research at the former Spielberg Shoah
Foundation and convinced my department to
raise the money to purchase a set of video
testimonies from all British Columbia sur-
vivors,” he notes. “We are the only university
to have such a set.” 

One of the courses that McLaughlin teach-
es is called “Ethics and the Holocaust”. He
reports that he has visited many of the camps
in Europe and conducted interviews with
several survivors. He recently had a survivor
from Vancouver do a video conference with
his class in Kamloops.

“I was able to arrange with the Vancouver
Holocaust Education Centre to Skype in a
speaker for 90 minutes,” he says. “It was a

powerful and rewarding experi-
ence for my students. Several
came up to me after class to
thank me.”

As well, he was the keynote
speaker at a recent genocide
symposium for high school stu-
dents in Kelowna. Over 300 stu-
dents were in attendance.

McLaughlin says that he
tracked Betty Eisenstadt down
via the internet. 

“He is an amazing man,” she
wrote. “I have spoken to Yad
Vashem in Toronto and they are
very familiar with him as he had
a full scholarship. I have asked
the Asper Centre to contact him
to do his Book of Life story.

“I think it’s very important to
highlight people like this who
are not of our faith, especially in
these times of rising Anti-
Semitism.”
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JEFF MCLAUGHLIN this past summer in Jerusalem. The woman next
to him is HANNAH PICK, who was Anne Frank’s best friend. She was
telling her story at Yad Vashem.

dence from which a reasonable
person might infer that there was
malice involved. 

It may seem like a fine distinc-
tion, but legally it makes a difference. At least, it does in theory.
We’ll see if I can convince a judge of that. The original motion was
argued before a master, so the appeal will be argued in the Court of
Queen’s Bench. 

And win or lose, either side still has one more kick at the can in
the Court of Appeal. Only if I win the last stage do I have the right
to take my case to trial! (They’ve recently changed the rules by elim-
inating the master’s hearing on summary judgment, so there are now
only two stages.) 

Either way this could be going on for quite a while. In the mean-
time, I’ll try and restrain myself from running around grabbing
women’s breasts. 

And if you’re interested in learning more about my ongoing battle
with the U of W, you can always google my blogsite, howtoleavea-
papertrail.blogspot.ca.

Marty Green
Continued from page 11.
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2014 Winnipeg International
Jewish Film Festival Showcasing
the Best in International Cinema

May 20-June 1
The Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival presents the best feature

films and documentaries from around the globe on subjects of Jewish iden-
tity, culture, history and diversity. This ten-day festival, which runs from May
20-June 2, 2014, is presented by The Asper Foundation Performances, the
Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts and the Rady Jewish Community Centre.
All films will be screened at the Berney Theatre. 

Jeff Morry, Senior Program Manager of The Asper Foundation, commented:
“The Asper Foundation is once again thrilled to support this much-loved film
festival.  Over many years, diverse audiences have made it a Winnipeg cul-
tural institution.” 

Tuesday, May 20, 7:30 pm
The Third Half
Treto poluvreme

The Third Half tells the story of several people gathered around the most
important thing in the world - football, during the most turbulent time in the
world’s history - WWII. Neither a war movie nor a Holocaust movie, it is a
soccer epic: a story of misfits, pariahs, losers and idealists, who, during a tur-
bulent time realize their game is more than just a game – it becomes a bat-
tle between good and evil. Macedonian entry for the Academy Award for
Best Foreign Language Oscar at the 2012 Academy Awards.
(Macedonia/Czech Republic/USA, 2012)

Wednesday, May 21, 7:30 pm
Aftermath
Poklosie

One of the most controversial Polish films ever made, Aftermath is a har-
rowing mystery-thriller based on the real-life cover-up of a Jewish massacre
at the hands of Catholic Poles. Based on true events from a dark moment in
Poland’s history, Aftermath is considered one of the most important films
ever made in Poland. The Avner Shalev Yad Vashem Chairman’s Award for
Best Feature, Jerusalem Film Festival, 2013; Best Actor, Best Production
Design, Polish Film Awards, 2013. 
(Poland/Holland/Russia/Slovakia, 2012)

Thursday, May 22, 7:30 pm
Fill the Void
Lemale et ha’halal

Fill the Void tells the extraordinary story of an Orthodox Hassidic family
from Tel Aviv. Eighteen-year-old Shira, the youngest daughter of the
Mendelman family, has to choose between her heart’s wish and her family
duty. This complex and beautifully layered film brings to life the universal
themes of loss and family loyalty while giving an intimate portrait of this
closed society. Best Film, Best Director, Best Actress, Best Supporting
Actress, Best Cinematography, Best Screenplay, Awards of the Israeli Film
Academy, 2013; Carlo di Palma Awards (Best Cinematographer), European
Film Awards, 2013; Best Foreign Language Film, Palm Springs International
Film Festival, 2013 (Israel, 2012)

Friday, May 23, 5:00 pm
Disobedience: The Sousa Mendes story
Désobéir (Aristides de Sousa Mendes)

This is the remarkable, true story of Aristides de Sousa Mendes, the
Portuguese Consul General stationed in Bordeaux, France, during World
War II. Sousa Mendes defied orders and issued Portuguese visas to an esti-
mated 30,000 people – described by the Holocaust scholar Yehuda Bauer as
“perhaps the largest rescue action by a single individual during the
Holocaust”. Best Film, Best Supporting Actor, Mirabile Dictu International
Catholic Film Festival, Italy, May 2012; Best Narrative Feature, Rochester
Jewish Film Festival, New York, 2013. (France, 2008)

Saturday, May 24, 8:00 pm
Hunting Elephants
Latzud Pilim

Sir Patrick Stewart and an impressive cast of Israeli top talent give hilarious
comic turns in Hunting Elephants, a bank heist caper and coming-of-age tale
from writer-director Reshef Levi (Lost Islands). Both hilarious and heart-
warming, Hunting Elephants is a truly special film that has won over audi-
ences worldwide. Nominations for Best Film, Best Screenplay, Best Actor,
Best Supporting Actor, Best Supporting Actress, Awards of the Israeli Film
Academy, 2013. (Israel/USA, 2013)

Sunday, May 25, 2:00 pm
There Was Once…

Mrs. Gyöngyi Magò is a Catholic high school teacher in Kalocsa, Hungary,
who teaches tolerance and fights prejudice in her classroom. Her quest is set
against a background of renewed racial tensions, growing intolerance and
the recurrence of neo-Nazism in Hungary today. This film is a portrait of this
remarkable woman. More than that, however, it clearly demonstrates what
one person can do to change attitudes, to fight intolerance, to educate, to
champion the truth and ultimately to triumph. (USA/Hungary, 2011)

Sunday, May 25, 7:30 pm
Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy

Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy – narrated by Joel Grey – explores
the unique role of Jewish composers and lyricists in the creation of the mod-

Tickets/Information: 204 -477-7510 www.radyjcc.com
Berney Theatre I Rady Jewish Community Centre I 123 Doncaster Street

Festival Pass:
Access to ALL festival films

$90 M*/ $115 NM*

Pass holders must arrive a 
minimum of 15 minutes 

in advance to ensure seating.

Individual 
Ticket:

$8.50 M*/$10.50NM*

Five Pack:
Choose FIVE different films 

in advance
$35 M*/ $45 NM*

Prices include GST. No exchanges/refunds. Films are subject to classification. *Rady JCC Member/Non-Member

Limited Number of 

Festival Passes Available

May 20 – June 1 I 2014

Tuesday, May 20  7:30 pm
The Third Half 
Treto poluvreme
Macedonia/Czech Republic/USA, 2012
Macedonian, German, Ladino, Bulgarian, 
Serbian, Spanish with English subtitles

Wednesday, May 21  7:30 pm
Aftermath 
Poklosie
Poland/Holland/Russia/Slovakia, 2012
Polish with English subtitles

Thursday, May 22  7:30 pm
Fill the Void
Lemale et ha'halal
Israel, 2012
Hebrew with English subtitles

Friday, May 23   5:00 pm
Disobedience: 
The Sousa Mendes story
Désobéir (Aristides de Sousa Mendes)
France, 2008
French, Yiddish, Portuguese with English subtitles

Saturday, May 24  8:00 pm
Hunting Elephants
Latzud Pilim
Israel/USA, 2013
Hebrew with English subtitles

Sunday, May 25  2:00 pm
There Was Once…
USA/Hungary, 2011 
Hungarian with English subtitles

Sunday, May 25  7:30 pm
Broadway Musicals: 
A Jewish Legacy
USA, 2013
English

Monday, May 26  7:30 pm
The Other Son
Le fils de l'autre
France, 2012
French, English, Arabic, Hebrew with 
English subtitles

Tuesday, May 27  7:30 pm
Wunderkinder
Prodigies
Germany, 2011
German with English subtitles

Thursday, May 29  7:30 pm
The Wonders
Pla'ot
Israel, 2013
Hebrew with English subtitles

Friday, May 30  5:00 pm
The Jewish Cardinal
Le métis de Dieu
France, 2013
French with English subtitles 

Saturday, May 31  8:00 pm
Run Boy Run
Lauf Junge lauf
Germany/France/Poland, 2013
Polish, Yiddish, Hebrew with 
English subtitles

Sunday, June 1  2:00 pm
Friends from France
Les Interdits
France/Germany/Canada/Russia, 2013
French, English, Russian, Hebrew 
with English subtitles 

Continued on page 15. See “Film Festival”.



ern American musical. Broadway Musicals:
A Jewish Legacy showcases the work of
some of the most pre-eminent creators of
musical theatre. From Yiddishkeit on the

stages of the Lower East Side at the turn of the century to a wide range of
shows, the film explores how Jewish music and ethos enlighten many of
America’s favourite musicals. Peabody Award, 2014; Official Selection,
Toronto International Film Festival, 2013. (USA, 2013)

Monday, May 26, 7:30 pm
The Other Son
Le fils de l’autre

When 18-year-old Joseph reports for his pre-induction interview prior to
his army service, a blood test reveals that he is not his parents’ son. At the
time of his birth during the Gulf War, Joseph was evacuated from the hospi-
tal along with another baby and they were mixed up. While the Palestinian
Joseph went home to the Silvers’, the other son, Yacine, went to an Arab cou-
ple in the West Bank. Compounded by a deep cultural divide, frightening
and optimistic feelings come in to play in this gripping film. Best Director -
Tokyo Grand Prix, Tokyo International Film Festival, 2013. (France, 2012)

Tuesday, May 27, 7:30 pm
Wunderkinder
Prodigies

From the producers of Europa Europa comes the moving story of three
exceptional child prodigies - two Jewish, one German - whose innocent
world is turned upside down. They are forced to use their musical skill, their
undying friendship and an abundant amount of courage to try to survive a
grown-up world gone mad. Real-life musicians Elin Kolev and Mathilda
Adamik give endearing performances in this rare and mesmerizing
Holocaust drama told primarily from a child’s point of view. Best Feature,
Jerusalem Film Festival, 2011; Best Narrative Feature, Palm Springs
International Film Festival, 2012; Best Feature Film, San Diego Jewish Film
Festival, 2012; Yad Vashem Chairman’s Award, Jerusalem, 2011.(Germany,
2011)

Thursday, May 29, 7:30 pm
The Wonders
Pla’ot

Inspired by a true story, Avi Nesher’s The Wonders combines genres,
moods and influences to create a unique and compelling movie that mixes
mystery, comedy, psychological thriller, political intrigue and romance.
When Arnav sees a mysterious stranger forced into an abandoned apartment
across the way by three bearded men he becomes involved with a hard-
boiled investigator, a gorgeous mystery woman and the conflicted, mysteri-
ous captive himself. Nominations for Best Actress, Best Makeup, Awards of
the Israeli Film Academy, 2013. 
(Israel, 2013)

Friday, May 30, 5:00 pm
The Jewish Cardinal
Le métis de Dieu

The Jewish Cardinal tells the amazing true story of Jean-Marie Lustiger, the
son of Polish-Jewish immigrants, who maintained his cultural identity as a
Jew even after converting to Catholicism at a young age, and later joining the
priesthood. When Carmelite nuns settle down to build a convent within the
cursed walls of Auschwitz, Lustiger finds himself
a mediator between the two communities - and
may be forced at last to choose his side. Grand
Prix Award, Festival de Luchon, 2013. (France,
2013)

Saturday, May 31, 8:00 pm
Run Boy Run
Lauf Junge lauf

Run Boy Run tells the extraordinary true story
of a Polish boy who seeks the kindness of others
in his struggle to outlast the Nazi occupation and
keep alive his Jewish faith. Escaping the Warsaw
ghetto, nine-year-old Srulik flees to the woods.
Passing himself off as Jurek – a Christian war
orphan, the boy travels the countryside from vil-
lage to village, working as a farmhand under an
ever-present threat of persecution. Run Boy Run
is directed by Oscar-winner Pepe Danquart and
based on the bestselling Holocaust novel by
Israeli author Uri Orlev. 
(Germany/France/Poland, 2013)

Sunday, June 1, 2:00 pm
Friends from France
Les Interdits

Set in 1979 in the midst of the Cold War, young
French cousins join an organized tour to Odessa,
visiting monuments and museums by day, but
slipping away into the underground world of
refuseniks by night. In a particular recreation of
Brezhnev-era Odessa, they discover an under-
ground world, cruel and absurd while they con-
nect in a deep way with those resisting oppres-
sion - whether through literary efforts or
escapism. Contemporary World Cinema, Toronto

International Film Festival, 2013. (France/Germany/Canada/ Russia, 2013)

“Great cinema enlightens and entertains and it is inspiring to see these
unique and diverse films that capture the diversity of Jewish life and experi-
ence and are accessible to audiences of all cultural backgrounds” says Tamar
Barr, Rady JCC Assistant Executive Director. 

All foreign films are subtitled and subject to classification. Tickets and fes-
tival packages are available by calling the Rady Jewish Community Centre or
on-line at www.radyjcc.com. 
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Jewish Heritage Centre to present panel
discussion on garment industry

Only a few decades ago, the Garment District — now known
as the Exchange District — was filled with trucks delivering fab-
ric, thread, and equipment and picking up finished garments
from the thousands of workers who were employed in dozens,
maybe even hundreds, of garment shops and factories. Many of
the owners and professionals were Jewish and, a generation ear-
lier, most of the workers had been Jewish, as well.  The Garment
Industry is a lot quieter today but a surprising amount still goes
on. What will the future bring?

On May 8 (see the accompanying ad for details), hear anec-
dotes and analyses about The Past, Present, and Future of the
Garment Industry from some of the people whose families built
it and who are still active.   

Participants in this forum include Bob Silver (Western Glove
Works), David Rich (Richlu Manufacturing), Howard Raber,
(Raber Glove Manufacturing), and Marissa Freed (Freed and
Freed), whose families have been in the business for generations
and whose firms are still flourishing.  

Hear also from Gary Steiman  about how Winnipeg’s Garment
Trade modernized in the post-World War II era and the Manitoba
Fashion Institute helped firms enter the international market
where they placed their products in well-known stores in the
United States, Europe, and Asia. 

And Bill Brownstone will share his experiences of fifty years on
the road as a salesman for Winnipeg garment firms. 

The discussion will be moderated by Terry MacLeod of CBC
Radio.  

This program is part of the Jewish Heritage Centre’s ongoing
series on the Garment Industry in Winnipeg. It accompanies the
exhibit, “A Stitch in Time”, in our Corridor Display units near the
Berney Theatre.

Film Festival
Continued from page 14.



Last seder for original public school Hebrew Bilingual Program
By MYRON LOVE

The Margaret Park
School Hebrew
Bilingual Program’s
annual Pesach seder
this year – on
Thursday, April 17, at
Congregation Etz
Chayim – held a spe-
cial significance.
That’s because it will
be the last one as the
original public school
Hebrew Bilingual
program has begun to
be phased out in the
face of several years
of declining enroll-
ment.

And because this
was the last seder,
organizers Sandy
Cohen and Sharon
Maltz, representing
the parents, and principal Cynthia Dutton opened up the annual cel-
ebration to all former staff and students and their parents – and more
than 150 attended (as well as the program’s remaining 30-some stu-
dents and their parents and grandparents.)

“The turnout was phenomenal,” says Cohen, whose daughter,
Alyssa, is in Grade 6 and older daughter, Rhianna, graduated from the
program and is in Grade 9 now. “We were amazed to see so many
alumni and former teachers and administrators.”

She also praises Etz Chayim’s catering and administrative staff for
going “above and beyond” what was required as well as their “atten-
tion to detail”. (Previous school Pesach seders have all been held at
the school.)

“This was an overall community effort,” she says.
In the past the seder has traditionally followed the modified course

of a traditional home pesach seder with groups of students leading the
different sections. This year’s seder followed the same format only
interspersed with former students, parents, teachers and others con-
nected to the program over the year coming to the microphone to
share their memories of the program.

Former student Evelyn Yanofsky - who graduated in 2004 – served as
mistress of ceremonies for the afternoon. Yanofsky is currently enrolled in
the Faculty of Education. Last year, she did her student teaching at
Margaret Park. This year she is student teaching at H.C. Avery School, the
Garden City Middle School where, over the years, the Hebrew Bilingual
program graduates were able to continue their Hebrew studies.

“Going to school here was an amazing experience,” she says.
Long time Seven Oaks School Division school trustee Claudia Sarbit

was there at the beginning. Her youngest son, she noted, was one of
the first students. She recalled how parents Brenda Kass and Danny
Waldman first approached the school trustees in 1981 with a petition
signed by 20 parents requesting the creation of a Hebrew Bilingual
program modeled after similar Ukrainian and German bilingual pro-
grams that had been recently introduced in city school divisions. 

(This coincided with the announced intention of the newly-formed
Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education’s intention to close the venerable
I.L. Peretz School.)

“We started the program at Centennial School in 1982 with 33 stu-
dents registered in kindergarten and Grade 1,” Sarbit recalled, “and it
grew from there. I believe that second-language programs are of great
benefit to students. Sadly, there is insufficient enrollment to go forward
any longer.”

(At its peak in the early 1990s, there were close to 200 students
enrolled in the K-6 program.)

Also in attendance at the seder was Gina Chodirker, the original
Grade 1 teacher. (Neta Bourlas taught the first kindergarten class. Art
Sutton was the principal at the time.)

Master of ceremonies
EVELYN YANOFSKY is a
graduate of the MPHB
program who did her
student teaching at
Margaret Park last year.

MPHB program parent
SANDY COHEN was
one of the organizers
of the seder.

l-r former Margaret Park school principal PAT STEFANCHUK; ASNAT
GALL who served as a teacher’s aide in the program for 25 years;
GINA CHODIRKER, who was the original Grade 1 teacher back in
1982; and ARA MORRIS, a former teacher in the program, who is
now principal of Brock Corydon School.

Current MPHB program students reading part of the seder.
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‘Agitated and angry’: White supremacists still a danger, experts say
By ANTHONY WEISS

LOS ANGELES (JTA) – The
recent shootings at a pair of
Kansas City-area Jewish facilities
illustrate the persistent threat of
white supremacist violence,
even as broad measures of anti-
Semitism continue to decline.

Suspected gunman Frazier
Glenn Miller, Jr. had a long histo-
ry in the white supremacist
movement, dating back to the
1970s, before the recent ram-
page that killed three people out-
side the Jewish Community
Center of Greater Kansas City
and the nearby Village Shalom
assisted living facility.

Though police believe that
Miller acted alone, analysts who
track white supremacist groups
say that the movement has
become more active in recent
years, which they attribute to fac-
tors such as economic woes and
the backlash against Barack
Obama’s election in 2008.

“They did get much more agi-
tated and angry, and we did see
an increase in criminal activity,
in violent hate crimes, acts of ter-
rorism, plots coming out of the
white supremacist movement,” said Mark Pitcavage, the Anti-
Defamation League’s director of investigative research.

However, Pitcavage said, the white supremacist movement has not
seen significant growth in its ranks.

Behavioral patterns among hate groups are notoriously difficult to
track, as members tend to be secretive and deeply suspicious of out-
siders. Most adherents to extremist causes don’t affiliate with any
group at all. The landscape has become even more complex as many

established white supremacist
groups have collapsed into a
myriad of splinter groups.

Miller’s own career illustrates
the fluid world of white suprema-
cist groups. A former U.S. Army
Green Beret, Miller joined a neo-
Nazi group in the late 1970s,
then founded the Carolina
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan in
1980, later renamed the White
Patriot Party. He became a pariah
in white supremacist circles after
testifying against fellow move-
ment leaders as part of a plea
bargain in a 1988 federal sedi-
tion trial but then reemerged as a
prominent voice around 2000,
making various media appear-
ances, including on Howard
Stern’s radio show.

While far-right anti-govern-
ment groups in general have
experienced explosive growth
over the past few years, white
supremacist groups do not
appear to have had a similar
surge in their ranks. But that
doesn’t mean the threat they
pose has diminished, experts say.

“The members nowadays tend
to be more dangerous – they’re

more likely to commit very serious hate crimes against Jews and other
groups,” said Jack Levin, a professor of sociology and criminology at
Northeastern University. “The peripheral members have gotten out.
The hardcore survivors are the ones who commit the really serious
crimes, and they’re the ones who are left in the groups.”

At the same time, anti-Semitism has become increasingly central to
the ideologies of hate groups over the decades.

“We have a radical right underworld that is very much animated by
anti-Semitism,” said Mark Potok, a senior fellow at the Southern
Poverty Law Center. “It’s essentially been Nazified in the last 30 years.
They no longer see blacks as the ultimate enemy. Jews are now con-
sidered the ultimate enemy.”

That worldview, in which white supremacists see Jews as the manip-
ulators behind blacks, Hispanics and other perceived enemies, was
reflected in Miller’s own thinking.

“Blacks, they have little power except what the Jews allow them to
have,” Miller said to the liberal blog Talking Points Memo in a 2012
interview. “Jews call the shots. But white people, we have no power
at all.”

That increased suspicion has not necessarily translated into more
anti-Semitic activity. The Anti-Defamation League found that reported
anti-Semitic incidents were down in 2013, continuing a decade-long
trend.

White supremacists can sometimes find it difficult to identify Jews,
even when they seek them out.

“Look at this case outside of Kansas City,” said Levin, referring to the
recent shootings. “The perpetrator tried to kill
Jews and mistakenly killed three Christians.”

FRAZIER GLENN CROSS JR, also known as Glenn Miller, in a
Johnson County courtroom for a scheduling session in Olathe, Kans.,
on April 24. Photo by John Sleezer/The Kansas City Star/Reuters
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liberal blog Talking Points Memo in a 2012
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people, we have no power at all.”



M.C. Delandes has been serving Winnipeg’s Jewish community for over 70 years
By BERNIE BELLAN

The death of a loved one – whether it’s
something that happens suddenly or some-
thing for which you have time to prepare –
almost always leaves the people responsible
for funeral arrangements preoccupied with so
many little details which they’d rather not
think about that they leave the arrangements
to professionals to take care of.

But once the funeral is over there’s almost
always one more detail to which someone
will turn their attention, and that is the acqui-
sition of a headstone. Since there is no need
to rush into this particular endeavour it makes
sense to take the time to choose a memorial-
ist who can provide you with superior advice
and a quality product.

The Delandes family of Winnipeg has been
doing exactly that for over 75 years, and at
the same location – 927 Main Street, since
1942. You might not notice the M.C.
Delandes office while driving by on Main
Street; it’s actually located in the former
home of current owner Matt Delandes’ late
grandmother.

For Matt Delandes, manufacturing monu-
ments is something with which he’s been
involved all his life. It was his late grandfa-
ther, Marcel C. Delandes, who started the
family business in its original location on
Burrows and Main. 

“My grandfather had charisma,” Matt Delandes says. For years
Marcel Delandes had a special rapport with the Jewish community
that led to his producing the vast majority of the headstones that could
be found in Jewish cemeteries here. As a matter of fact, Matt explains
that it’s possible to differentiate between a Delandes headstone and
other headstones in the Jewish cemeteries by the firm’s distinctive
design of the Hebrew letter “Yud”. (The Delandes “Yud” is more tri-
angular in shape than other “Yuds”.) So, while in recent years it’s
become the custom for memorialists to put their company name on
their monuments, Matt says that he could walk through a Jewish
cemetery here and point out at a glance all the older headstones that
were designed by his family just by focusing on the Hebrew lettering.

Matt Delandes actually took over the business in 2004 – even
though he had been familiarized with all facets of its operation since
his childhood. In fact, he says, he’s one of the few memorialists who
can rightfully say that he is capable of performing every function
required in the business: from meeting with customers; designing and
cutting a headstone; doing the lettering and any other artistic design;
and looking after the business side of the operation. “I can do every
facet of the business from A to Z,” Matt suggests.

“But we’ve always been a low-keyed family,” Matt explains. It
wasn’t his family’s style to aggressively pursue customers, which part-
ly explains why the Delandes proportion of monuments in Jewish
cemeteries here started to tail off beginning roughly in the 1960s.

That has begun to change in recent years, however, and now, Matt

says “business has really started to pick up in
the last three to four years. We were always
more competitive on price,” he adds, but he
also admits that a significant aspect of the
business has to do with word-of-mouth. Until
quite recently it was no secret that another
Winnipeg firm was quite aggressive in pursu-
ing Jewish clientele but since that company
was sold, apparently that is no longer the
case. 

“We’re finding that Jewish customers don’t
feel obligated to give their business to that
company now that it’s been sold,” Matt notes. 

As a matter of fact business at M.C.
Delandes has been so good in the past few
years that Matt’s wife Rosa, who used to
come in occasionally to help out, is now
working full time with him. Altogether Matt
has four employees in the Winnipeg location.
As well, M.C. Delandes has satellite locations
in Brandon and Swan River.

When it comes to producing a headstone,
Matt says that it can usually be done in two
weeks, providing the granite for the stone is
available. If the granite has to be brought in,
you’re looking at a time frame of from six to
eight weeks, he explains. But given the little
likelihood that anyone would need to rush
into something that is of such lasting signifi-
cance, it is certainly worth the time to care-
fully consider just how a final headstone

should look.
So, when you’re weighing the factors that would lead you to assess

just which memorialist can do the best job for you, take into account
the years of experience that M.C. Delandes has, not only in creating
monuments of all types, but in having a particular experience catering
to the needs of Winnipeg’s Jewish community for over 70 years.

Memorialist MATT DELANDES: “I can do
every facet of the business from A to Z.”
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Report: Starbucks to buy 10% stake in SodaStream
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Starbucks is in advanced talks to buy 10 per-

cent of the Israeli home soda machine company SodaStream.
Shares of SodaStream jumped more than 10 percent following the

report Wednesday in the Israeli business daily Globes, which said an
announcement of the purchase is expected "soon." The company
value is $1.1 billion.

Starbucks left the Israeli market about a decade ago after Israeli cus-
tomers indicated their preference for purchasing their coffee from
other companies.

SodaStream had been in the news in recent months following the
signing of actress
Scarlett Johansson as
a spokeswoman and
the ensuing contro-
versy over its factory
in the West Bank.
Johansson resigned
as a global ambas-
sador for Oxfam over
her position with the
company, which
employs Jewish and
Palestinian workers at
its West Bank facility.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http:www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

delandes ad #1

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

PHILIP KATZ
would like to express our heartfelt thanks to
our family and friends for the many meals,

cards and donations we received in
memory of Phil.

The love and support given our family was
overwhelming and has helped us through

this difficult time.
Fay-Lynn, Cara, Matthew

and Jonathan Katz
Esther Katz

Toby Gutwilik

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

ALLAN GOLDSTINE
would like to extend our thanks to family

and friends for the visits, charitable
donations and food we received. The

support given our family helped us through
this difficult time.
Jennie Goldstine and family

MAYER GUTWILIK
After a brief illness,

Mayer Gutwilik aged 93,
passed away on April 17th,
2014. He is survived by
his wife of 63 years, Toby,
children Jack and Shari,
Hersh and Francine, and
Fay-Lynn, and grandchil-
dren Sabrina, Micha,
Jacqui, Matthew, Cara,
and Jonathan. He also
leaves behind nieces in

Israel and their families. He was predeceased by his
parents Moshe and Sarah, siblings Yacov in Nahariya,
Israel, Hersh, Pinia, and Chana, and most recently by
his beloved son-in-law, Phil.

Mayer was born in Turobin, Poland. He attended a
polish elementary school during the day and after
school, he studied at a Beit Hamidrash, continuing the
Jewish education which he began at the age of 3. He
had a simple Bar Mitzvah, being called to the Torah
with his father in attendance. The occasion was marked
with a new shirt to wear to synagogue. At age 15, he
completed school and began work as an apprentice
tailor. When the war broke out in 1939, at the behest of
Yaakov, Mayer and his family fled eastward. Placed in
a refugee Ghetto, he performed forced labour until
early 1941 when he managed to escape. He, along with
two of his brothers spent the next several years in the
forests, surviving by their wits and freelance lumber-
jack work. As the Nazi advance got close to them, they
were drafted into the Russian army. Mayer averted the
front by being singled out for officer training. But after
one year, finally discovering that he was not actually
Russian, they transferred him to a remote work bri-
gade. His unit trekked by snowshoe across the Urals to
the Siberian city Novo Sibersk, where they built small
aircraft landing gear. Luckily he was far from the war
front for the rest of the conflict. After the war, Mayer
was reunited with his brother Yakov, the only other
family member who survived. Yakov emigrated to
Israel but since they did not require tailors in Israel,
Mayer chose not to go. After one year working as a
tailor in Paris, Mayer emigrated to Canada where there
was a demand for his craft. His uncle, Jacob Trager in
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan sponsored him.

Mayer met the love of his life, Toby, in Saskatoon.
She had also been sponsored into Canada by his uncle
Morris. They met at a mutual friend’s home on New
Year’s Eve 1949. Mayer was impressed by her because
the seams in her silk stockings were straight. From this
he concluded she was a real “balabuste”. His keen
observation was correct! After six months, they be-
came engaged.

Mayer and Toby had their first son, Jack, in Saskatoon,
but moved to Winnipeg shortly thereafter. Hersh and
Fay-Lynn followed several years later. Mayer worked
as a master tailor his entire life. He retired from Sears
at age 65 and continued part time for ten years after.

Mayer was a hard worker and committed family
man. Jewish traditions were maintained in the home.
Even with long work hours, there was always time to
tell stories and jokes and visit with friends. The family
was small, so their friends became their extended
family. Summers were filled with Sunday outings to
Winnipeg Beach with close friends, Deutschers,
Levines, Benovichs, Dichters, Zaifmans, Katzs, and
many more. At the center of these gatherings was
Mayer telling stores and jokes with his friends.

Mayer worked hard his entire life. When he could
afford to travel, he went to Israel to visit his brother
Yaakov and his family. He also visited family in
Esterhazy, Eastend, London and visited his sons and
grandchildren in Toronto, New York and New Jersey.
After retirement, Mayer and Toby took winter vaca-
tions to Hawaii and Palm Springs. Mayer was a de-
voted husband, father, and grandfather. He attended all
his grandchildren’s’ school events, concerts, recitals,
and birthday parties. He always told his grandchildren
stories of his past and shared jokes and laughter. He led
all Shabbat and holiday celebrations and was known to
be the fastest Hagaddah reader!

Just weeks before his 80th birthday Mayer had a
stroke. He worked hard to overcome the challenges and
he recovered to some extent but his health declined in
the last few years with the onset of dementia. Mayer
was fortunate to be able to remain at home with
tremendous efforts of his life long partner Toby. Toby
insisted on Mayer maintaining his dignity and remain-
ing at home in her care as long as possible. These
efforts provided him with the best possible care.

The family is appreciative of all the support received
from the WRHA Family Managed Home Care Pro-
gram, as well as the support of Jewish Child and Family
Services and the staff at Bayshore. As well, we appre-
ciate the help and support form Imelda who has been a
part of our family for 24 years.

Funeral services were officiated by Rabbi Alan Green
at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue on Wednesday April
19th, 2014. Interment followed at the Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery. Pallbearers were Matthew Katz, Jeff Itzkow,
Michael Kay, Eric Green, Raymond Deutscher, and
David Deutscher. Those who wish to pay tribute to
Mayer’s memory may make donations to the Toby and
Mayer Gutwilik Holocaust Education Fund at the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba or to Cardiac Research
at the Saint Boniface Hospital, or to a charity of their
choice.

Deadline for the May 14

issue of

The Jewish Post & News

is noon Thursday, May 9

MARTIN STITZ
With great sadness the

family of Dr. Martin
Brent Stitz (Baruch
Mordechai) announces
his passing on April 18,
2014 (18 Nissan 5774).
Marty, as he was known
to all, was born in Winni-
peg on March 4, 1957,
the eldest of three chil-
dren. He was predeceased
by his parents David (d.

1992) and Shaino (d. 2012).
Marty is survived by his sons Charles and Michael

(Kristen), his brothers Sholom (Freda) and Marshall
(Mia), his long-time girlfriend Jean Riggall, as well as
his nieces and nephew (Dena, Liat and Gilad) and
many relatives and friends.

Marty graduated from the Faculty of Dentistry at the
University of Manitoba in 1981. He began practicing
dentistry in Portage la Prairie. A couple of years later
he moved back to Winnipeg where he opened a thriv-
ing dental practice in Winnipeg Square. He was a
selfless practitioner with a gentle touch and was held in
the highest regard by his patients.

Marty is remembered for his sense of humour, intel-
lect, and generosity. He had a passion for his dogs,
travelling, watching documentaries and all Boston
sports teams. He was a sociable person who loved to
talk to people and he was devoted to his family and
anyone close to his heart. He will be deeply missed.

The funeral service was held on Sunday April 20,
2014 at Chesed Shel Emes Chapel. Marty was peace-
fully laid to rest at Hebrew Sick Benefit Cemetery.
Pallbearers were Charles, Michael, Sholom, and
Marshall Stitz, Laurie Etkin and Murray Elfenbaum.
Shiva was observed. His family requests that, in lieu of
flowers, donations be made to the Heart & Stroke
Foundation of Canada or a charity of your choice.

HARRY STUART
December 11, 1912- April 9, 2014

Beloved husband of the late Bess Stuart, loving
father and father in law of David and Margaret Stuart
of Vancouver, Marilyn and Shelley Fenton of Toronto,
loving grandfather of Shiera, Yael, Jessica , Shane and
Eli, and great grandaughter Jayden. He passed away at
the age of 101, one month after his wife Bess at age 97.
Both were in Baycrest, in Toronto.

Harry was a first generation Canadian born in Win-
nipeg, and the youngest of  6 children.

He had attended 2 years of pre med, and growing up
in the Depression had to leave school due to lack of
funds. Very early in his life he learned the meaning of
a strong work ethic. He went on to work at Radio Oil,
and then on the road in the clothing business. Harry
owned 2 clothing stores for men on Portage Avenue
with his brother Meyer, Long’s Hats and Thompson
and Pope. He was almost always dressed in a shirt, tie
and jacket, looking dashing and debonair. He loved to
help people dress well and look their best.

Even though he had retired, he worked well into his
70’s and 80’s, initially selling memberships for the
Winnipeg convention centre and then burglar alarms
for a security company and was their top salesperson
competing against much younger people.

Harry was the ultimate salesman, but he did it in a low
key way. Those that met him often commented on his
charm and intelligence. Harry was very bright and had
a vast knowledge of history and politics and thoroughly
enjoyed a good debate. He liked playing poker, pinna-
cle and bridge and getting together with friends.

His love for golf is legendary in Winnipeg, where he
often felt the need to correct both his own and others
golf swings continually. He loved to sing and had a
beautiful voice.

Due to Bess’s passion for Israel and Jewish educa-
tion, Harry became very involved with her in the
Talmud Torah Day school and the Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate. He was honoured for his commitment.
Harry was also passionate about the innovations of the
Technion Institute of Haifa.

Harry believed in life long learning, and learned how
to use the computer at age 90, surfing the net to glean
new information.

We will remember him for his curiousity, zest for
knowledge, work ethic, humour, love of Israel, love of
his community in Winnipeg, love of his family and
love of a well made suit!

Donations are greatly appreciated from Technion
Canada 416 789 4545
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MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

MAY 7

In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by daughter Ruth, son-in-
law Joe, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of the late

MAX

BRAUER
who passed away

June 8, 1981
6 Days in Sivan

In loving memory of the late

HELENA

BRAUER
who passed away

May 15, 2005
6 Days in Iyar

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

APRIL 30

In Memoriam

7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LUCILLE

BRICKER
who passed away

April 23, 2007
5 days in Iyar

It’s So Hard to Believe That
You’re Really Gone

And to Know That We Will
No Longer

See Your Smiling Face,
Or Hear The Sound
Of Your Laughter

You Left So Many Memories,
Which Will Never Part

You Will Always Live Deep
Inside Our Hearts

We Are Thankful That God
Graced Us

With Someone As Special As You
It’s Just Hard To Believe

Your Life On Earth
Is Really Through

-(our ‘Mameleh’ and ‘Babi’)
— Forever remembered, sadly
missed, always in our hearts
and loved by your children
Martin (and Debby), Marilyn
(and Michael), grandchildren
Eytan, David, Ivy, Aviya,
relatives and friends.

In loving memory of

HELEN CRUST
who passed away

April 22, 1999
6 Days in Iyar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZELDA

DREMAN
who passed away

May 12, 2000
7 Days in Iyar

Our hearts still ache
with sadness
and silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know
— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
sisters-in-law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYDNEY

FREEDMAN
who passed away

April 21, 2010 (7th Iyar)
— Remembered fondly by
family and Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HERB

KANOVSKY
who passed away

April 23, 2012
1 day in Iyar

Our hearts still ache with sadness
and silent tears still flow
and what it means to lose you,
no one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SERENA

(SARAH) RIFKA

KERN
who passed away

April 27, 2012
5 days in Iyar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

REVA LITMAN
who passed away

April 14, 2013
4 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, family and friends.

I.A.L.Y.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILY MINUK
who passed away

April 23, 1985
2 Days in Iyar, 5745

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHELLEY

RUSEN
who passed away

May 2, 2005
23 Days in Nisan

— Remembered always and
deeply missed by  your
husband, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILY SILVERMAN
who passed away

May 4th, 1992
2 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by family and

  friends.

In loving memory of

LEONARD

STOLLER
who passed away

May 10, 1989
5 Days in Iyar

— Forever remembered by his
loving family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CECIL DAVIS
who passed away

April 24, 2002
12 day Iyar 5762

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
family and friends

In Memoriam

1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

NORMA

DUCHON
Who passed away on

April 15, 2013
5 Days in Iyar

Forever in our hearts.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your husband,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN POTASH
who passed away

May 22, 2005
13 Days in Iyar

— Sadly missed by his
wife Sara, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MORRIS

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

May 6, 2001
13 Days in Iyar

A kind and gentle man
Always in our thoughts.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANUEL

SILVERMAN
who passed away

May 16, 2011
12 Iyar 5771

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
wife Lillian, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.



22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, April 30, 2014

Synagogue service times

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford

and McGregor offers traditional Orthodox services in an
informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is
saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

Friday, May 2 Candle Lighting: 8:31 Mincha: 8:30
Schacharis: 9:30 Shabbat ends: 9:35

Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Monday and Thursday morning services: 8:00
mincha/maariv service for week of May 4-8: 8:40
May 6 Yom Ha’atzmaut 
Friday, May 9 Candle Lighting: 8:41 Mincha: 8:40

Schacharis: 9:30 Shabbat ends: 9:47
morning services: 8:00
mincha/maariv service for week of May 11-15: 8:50

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, May 2 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service

6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:32 p.m.
Saturday, May 3 - Emor - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 9:35 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Conversion

class 10:00 a.m. Mitzvah Minds 10:30 a.m.
Monday, May 5 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening ser-

vice 6:00 p.m. Yom Hazikaron. Tuesday, May 6 - morning
service 7:30 a.m. Adult B’nai Mitzvah class 1:30 p.m.
Evening service 6:00 p.m. Yomm Ha’atzmaut. Wednesday,
May 7-Thursday, May 8 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening
service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, May 9 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service
6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:41 p.m.

Saturday, May 10 - Behar - Morning service Gray Academy
Graduation Shabbat 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.
Shabbat ends 9:47 p.m.

Sunday, May 11 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Conversion
class 10:00 a.m. Mitzvah Minds 10:30 a.m. Mother’s Day.

Monday, May 12 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening ser-
vice 6:00 p.m. Winnipeg Harvest 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 13
- morning service 7:30 a.m. Adult B’nai Mitzvah class 1:30
p.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 14 - morn-
ing service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Thursday,
May 15 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00
p.m. Women’s League Fashion Show.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington

Crescent; 
phone 204-452-3711;

www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, May 2 - Morning

Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening
Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 PM; Candle
Lighting 8:30 PM

Shabbat, May 3 –
Parashat Emor - Morning
Service 9:00 AM; Evening
Minyan 6:00 PM;
Havdallah 9:31 PM

Friday, May 9 - Morning
Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening
Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 PM; Candle
Lighting 8:40 PM

Shabbat, May 10 –
Parashat Behar - Morning
Service 9:00 AM; Family
Service 10:30 AM; Evening
Minyan 6:00 PM;
Havdallah 9:41 PM

Daily Morning Minyan:
Monday to Friday 7:30 AM;
Sunday and Canadian
Holidays 9:00 AM; Daily
Evening Minyan: Saturday
to Thursday 6:00 PM;
Friday Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 PM

For program and event
information, please check
our website or call the syn-
agogue office.

HERZLIA - ADAS 
YESHURUN 

CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern

Orthodox Shul where
everyone is welcome! Join
Rabbi Ellis and our vibrant
community in River
Heights at 620 Brock Street
(at the corner of Fleet
Avenue).

Parshat - Emor - May 02 -
03 Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00
pm, Shacharit 9:30 am,
Minchah, 8:00 pm,
Shabbat Ends 9:35 pm.

Parshat – Behar - May 09
– 10 Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00
pm, Shacharit 9:30 am,
Minchah, 8:00 pm,
Shabbat Ends 9:47 pm

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from

the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of
Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom
Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and
Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, May 2 at 8:31 p.m.

Mincha-Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:30 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week

- EMOR. Mincha Service at 8:30 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:35
p.m.

Daily Mincha-Maariv services at 8:40 p.m.
Yom Ha‘Atzmaut(Israel Independence Day) - Tuesday, May

6.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, May 9 at 8:41 p.m.

Mincha- Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:40 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week

- BEHAR. Mincha Service at 8:41 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:47
p.m.

Daily Mincha-Maariv services at 8:50 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and every-

one is invited to attend.
TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation,
1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding:

Fri May 2-7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen
Soria

Sat May 3-10:30am Torah Study with Rabbi Karen Soria
Sat May 3-12pm Yoga Shalom Sat May 3-4pm The Joseph

Chronicles Sat May 3-7:30pm Tales of the Holocaust with
Rabbi Karen & Jane Enkin; Seudah Shlishit; Havdalah

Wed May 7-1:30pm Health & Well-Being Program
“Frauds & Scams” by Linda Penner, Consumer Services
Officer, consumer Protection Office

Fri May 9-7:30pm Shabbat Service led by the Religious
School with Cantor Len Udow

Sat May 10-10:30am Shabbat Family Service led by
Jennifer Curtis-Lane & Catherine Emanuel with Kiddush to
follow Sat May 10-12pm Yoga Shalom Sat May 10-8pm 80’s
Shalom Shaker

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RACHEL

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

May 16, 1965
14 Days in Iyar, 5725

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

It is with great sorrow we
remember the passing of our

beloved mother and
grandmother

BERTHA

ITSCOVICH
who passed away

May 4, 2009
10 days in Iyar

—Sadly missed by your loving
son, grandson, family &
friends.

5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LESLIE ANN

LEVY (COREY)
who passed away

April 26, 2010
13 days in Iyar

— A gentle, kind and beautiful
young woman; sadly missed
by her husband Jeff, son
Matthew, parents Nancy and
Barry, sister and family –
Janis, Yoel, Shoshana and
Miriam Berznoger,  family and
friends.

In loving memory of

MORRIS MUTTNER BETTY MUTTNER
who passed away

June 9, 2002
29th Day in Sivan

April 24, 2002
12th Day in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In remembrance of

BELLA ODWAK
who passed away

April 19, 1975
8 Days in Iyar (5735)

— Loved and eternally missed
by her children Hartley,
Mindy, and family.



The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Fund and the Rady Jewish
Community Centre are proud and excited to bring the 6th
Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture to the
Muriel Richardson Auditorium located in the Winnipeg Art Gallery
with three performances June 18, 23, and 25 all starting at 7:30 p.m.

“The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust is proud to bring to so
much joy to Winnipeg audiences with the 6th Mameloshen Festival”
noted Laurie Mainster, co-producer of Mameloshen. 

The Festival opens Wednesday, June 18
with Ghetto Tango, a moving and inspira-
tional concert that highlights the songs and
music performed in the underground
cabarets, which sprang up in the Jewish
ghettos in Nazi-occupied Europe. This com-
pelling program was created by Zalmen
Mlotek and Adrienne Cooper z”l. The musi-
cal theatre repertoire was written and adapt-
ed by Jewish composers, lyricists, actors,
singers, street performers, and amateurs in
the Jewish Ghettos of Poland and Lithuania
during World War II.

Its musical forms reflect the diverse sources
of popular Yiddish songs of the first third of
the twentieth century, songs rooted in East
European Jewish folk and liturgical music,
and influenced by European opera and
operetta, American ragtime, film, and the
international rage for tango and cabaret
entertainment. The concert features Zalmen
Mlotek, Lisa Fishman, and Avram Mlotek.  

The Mameloshen Festival takes great pride
in highlighting the talent and accomplish-
ments of performers with Winnipeg roots.
On Monday, June 23, A Bisele Haimeshe
Yiddish – A Little Homespun Yiddish will
showcase some of the best contributions to
Yiddish culture in Winnipeg. We are delight-
ed to announce that special guest performers
Herschel and Judy Fox will join the playbill
for the first time at Mameloshen. 

Former Winnipegger Herschel Fox is one
of North America’s favourite Yiddish artists
and Judy Fox is a talented singer who has
appeared in many cabarets and show
venues. Both Herschel and Judy Fox have
long-standing and celebrated careers as
Chazzanim (Cantors). Join Herschel and Judy
Fox for a program of Yiddishkeit containing
Jewish humour, cantorial and Chassidic fare
plus a little of Broadway. 

Back by popular demand, the Gray
Academy of Jewish Education Yiddish Choir
will be sure to dazzle the audience for their
sixth appearance at Mameloshen.

As an amazing finale to the 2014 Festival,
Mameloshen is pleased to present Justin
Odwak: A Rising Star’s Yiddish Program, on
Wednesday, June 25. One of the rising stars
in the music world is Winnipeg’s own, singer
Justin Odwak.  He has a voice that demands
your attention from the moment he begins to
sing.  He made his Mameloshen debut in the
sold out all Yiddish Fiddler on The Roof in
2012. 

For this coming festival, Justin will be fea-
tured as a solo performer doing a variety of
material from opera to pop to Yiddish clas-
sics all sung in mameloshen.

“The Rady JCC is pleased to be working
with the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment

Trust in presenting again this wonderful series which plays an integral
role in preserving the place that Yiddish has in our community” said
Tamar Barr, Rady JCC Assistant Executive Director and co-producer of
the Festival. 

Tickets go on sale as of May 12, 2014. Please contact the Rady
Jewish Community Centre at 204-477-7510 or on-line at
www.radyjcc.com
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I.L. PERETZ FOLK SCHOOL
ENDOWMENT TRUST

Present 

$25

TICKETS & FESTIVAL PACKAGE
Rady Jewish Community Centre  

204-477-7510 I www.radyjcc.com

All performances at the Muriel Richardson Auditorium, 
Winnipeg Art Gallery, 330 Memorial Blvd.

Transportation is available for seniors for a nominal charge. Please arrange for transportation when ordering tickets.
Transportation supported by The Daniel Tallman Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

$50 All Three
Events for One
Special Price.

SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE

Wednesday, June18 7:30 p.m.
The National Yiddish 

Theater – Folksbiene presents

Ghetto Tango
Moving and inspirational: the songs 

and music performed in the 
underground cabarets from the Jewish 

ghettos in Nazi-occupied Europe.

Starring Zalmen Mlotek, 
Lisa Fishman and Avram Mlotek

Conceived and directed by Zalmen Mlotek - A Production of the National Yiddish Theater – Folksbiene.

Wednesday, June 25 7:30 p.m. 

Justin Odwak: 
A Rising Star’s 

Yiddish Program
From opera to pop to Yiddish classics 

all sung in mameloshen!

Monday, June 23 7:30 p.m.

A Bisele Haimeshe Yiddish
A Little Homespun Yiddish

Herschel and Judy Fox
North America’s favourite 

Yiddish artists and Chazzanim

Gray Academy Students
Return to the Mameloshen Festival stage to 

perform classic Yiddish songs

$25

Zalmen Mlotek

Lisa Fishman

Avram Mlotek

Herschel and Judy Fox

$18

Justin Odwak

TICKETS GO

ON SALE MAY 12

Celebrate Mameloshen! 
Tickets go on sale May 12! 

Community news
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Community news
Recently I sat down with

Levy to discuss his life story –
how he came to Winnipeg by
himself from his former home

in Bombay, India (now Mumbai); how he fashioned very
successful careers, both in government and in business;
how he ended up in his current role as Executive Director
of the Asper Foundation; and the close ties he has forged
with the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in recent years.

Levy’s story is a fascinating one. Born in Bombay, Levy
recounts that his family originally came from Iraq. There
were two main Jewish families in Bombay that had migrat-
ed there from Iraq over the years, he explains: The Sasoons
and the Kadouris. 

Moe Levy’s family belonged to the Sasoon clan, he says.
The first members of the family to move to India had moved
there in the 1800s to escape persecution, he notes. Iraqi
Jewish migrants to India did quite well there, Levy adds.

“Of course there was a huge textile business. They also
made a lot of money in opium,” he admits. Levy’s own
“grandparents were born in Iraq,” he notes, and they moved
to Bombay in the early part of the 20th century.

Levy says that he ended up in Winnipeg this way: “My sister Malka
Cohen had married Jack Cohen” (who later went on to great success
as the owner of Kromar Printing). “He’s also from Bombay. His parents
were also from Iraq.”

“Jack’s uncle – also a Jack Cohen, came here some time after the
Second World War,” Levy continues. This Jack Cohen had met
Winnipegger Fred Kravetsky during the war in Bombay – apparently in
the synagogue in Bombay. Kravetsky invited Cohen to come to
Winnipeg, offering him a job in the family’s storage business. One
thing led to another and, by 1948, Levy says, the rest of his family had
also left India, either for Israel or London and he ended up coming to
Winnipeg in 1968.

He explains though that he did not move here directly from India: “I
went to Israel, I went to Europe, I did all that kind of stuff.”

Although he received his early education in Bombay, Levy explains
that he obtained his Bachelor of Commerce and Masters of Business
Administration degrees here in Manitoba. “Like all newcomers I
worked to put myself through university. I did it all on my own, “ he
notes.

Moe and his wife Barbara, who is a teacher by training (who used to
“teach Shakespeare in Grade 12”), but who also worked with him for
a time in a business known as the Northern Fur Exchange (which is
where I first met Moe and Barbara back in the 1980s), have three
grown children: Samuel, 31, “who also has a business background,”
Levy says. “He has his own company, ‘Criterion Studios’. They do a lot
of web based marketing.” 

Sam, 27, has his “masters degree in logistics and supply chain and
a commerce degree as well. He, right now, is a program manager at
Red River College. He’s running the entire Continuing Education pro-
gram,” Levy notes.

Finally, daughter Sarah, 20, is at Trinity College at the University of
Toronto. “You may have seen her name before,” Levy suggests. “She
was a world debating champion.”

(I respond saying, “Oh yah – we did a story about her” - in February,
2011 – “Winnipeg Jewish students available for World Public
Speaking Championships in Australia” – available for download on
our website in the archives.)

Referring to his own career history, Levy says that he began to work
for the Manitoba government as soon as he graduated from university
here. “I started off as a consultant,” he explains. In two years “I creat-
ed the first business incubator program in Canada,” he says with pride.
“It was called ‘Enterprise Manitoba”.”

One of the programs that grew out of that particular initiative was
something called “Business Start”, which saw young entrepreneurs
receive $5,000 grants from the government. The program still exists to
this day, although in much different form, Levy says. (Interestingly, as
you read on, you will see how Levy’s experience in fostering entre-
preneurs was eventually translated into the Israeli scene through the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem.)

In time though Levy grew tired of working in government, with its
revolving door of ministers and deputy ministers, who would always
come in with new agendas each time there was a shuffle, which was
quite often, he suggests. Each time there was a new political master he
would have to make anew the case for continuing the programs that
he had started, he explains.

By the early 1980s, as a result, Levy decided to move into the pri-
vate sphere part time, while still working in government.. Along with
a brother who had also moved here, he opened a  restaurants,
“Moskowitz and Moskowitz” (at the corner of Mayfair and Main), to

be followed later by “Schmeckers
Eventually, he sold the restaurants. “I
couldn’t stand the restaurant business,”
Levy admits.

His next move as an entrepreneur
came in 1993 when, along with a group
of other investors and with the assis-
tance of the Vision Capital Fund, he pur-
chased a company owned by Bill Worb
called the “Winnipeg Fur Exchange”. 

“What really attracted me was the cat-
alogue company he (Worb) had,” Levy
goes on to explain. “I saw this as a com-
pany that was really growing.” It wasn’t
the fur business, nor the retail business
that drew Levy’s interest, he says, “but
the ability to create catalogues. In those
days on-line was non-existent.”

But, by 1999, Levy says, he “wanted to
take the company in a different direc-
tion” than his partners, so he sold his

interest to them and began to take stock of where he wanted to go
from there. “I was 51 years old. I saw an ad in the Globe and Mail. It
was an ad for a Jewish foundation (in Winnipeg). It didn’t say exactly
which foundation. The ad was for an executive director for that foun-
dation.”

“I threw my name into the hat,” he says, without knowing that he
was applying to be executive director of the Asper Foundation. Levy
had met Izzy Asper only once before - in 1997, when Asper was in the
process of endowing the Asper Centre for Entrepreneurship at the
University of Manitoba. While the two men eventually forged a close
relationship, it was as a result of Izzy’s sudden death in 2003 that Moe
Levy found himself working hand-in-hand with Izzy’s daughter, Gail.

At this point in the interview Gail joined in the conversation as we
began to discuss Moe Levy’s relationship to the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem – a subject that is also dear to Gail’s heart, as it was to her
father.

“We (both) go to Israel quite often,” Levy notes. Izzy Asper had a
long-held “affection” for not only the Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
which he held in particular high esteem, according to Levy, but the
entire State of Israel – something, he says, that goes back to 1983,
when the Asper Foundation was first created.

It was during the 1980s that Izzy Asper, along with his then-law part-
ners Yude Henteleff and the late Harold Buchwald, became especial-
ly active in support of the Hebrew University, Gail explains. “The first
thing he (Izzy) did was to create a scholarship fund to help kids take
overseas studies at the Rotheberg School” she adds.

“Then he wanted to do something more meaningful,” she continues.
“He was put on to the Board of Governors of the Hebrew University,
which is the overseeing group and went there at least once a year for
their big conference.”

Shortly after Moe Levy had assumed the role of executive director of
the Asper Foundation, it was Izzy’s idea to create a school for entre-
preneurship at the Hebrew University along the lines of the Asper
School of Entrepreneurship at the U of M (now the Stu Clark School of
Entrepreneurship). “We made a major donation to start that up and
Moe was involved with all the logistics,” Gail explains.

“Then he (Izzy) kind of threw that over to me,” she says. According
to Gail, Izzy said to her: “I want to get off the Board of Governors to
do other things and I want you to step in – which is not how it works”,
she notes. But the Board of Governors said: ‘Yes, we’ll take Gail. So I
inherited his position…it’s not supposed to be inherited, but I inherit-
ed his position on the Board of Governors” (in the early 2000’s).

Gail has been heavily involved ever since, going to Israel several
times a year to attend meetings, she notes. “We’re absolutely delight-
ed that the Hebrew U has chosen Moe Levy to receive the Scopus
Award, which is their major award given to community leaders,” she
adds.

While the Hebrew University was the major focus of the Asper fam-
ily’s involvement in Israel for years, Gail pays tribute to the Asper
Foundation’s work in Israel having “greatly expanded” since Moe Levy
became executive director of the Foundation.

At this point Levy chimes in, saying: “Just so you know, she’s also
getting her (honourary) doctorate at the Hebrew U this June.” 

Moe Levy is also on the Board of Governors of the Hebrew
University. According to Gail he has played a particularly important
role in areas related to entrepreneurship at the university. It was when
Rami Kleinmann was the Hebrew University’s executive director here
in Winnipeg that Levy developed a particularly keen interest in foster-

Moe Levy
Continued from page 1.

GAIL ASPER
“We’re absolutely delighted that
the Hebrew U has chosen Moe
Levy to receive the Scopus Award,
which is their major award given to
community leaders.”

Continued on page 25. See “Moe Levy”.



By MARTIN ZEILIG
After the establishment of the State of Israel,

over 800,000 Jews were driven from their
ancestral homes in 11 Arab countries.

No redress was ever given.
More than half of today’s Israelis are descen-

dants of these refugees.
In public hearings conducted in March 2013,

the Canadian Parliament and Government con-
sidered whether redress for this population
should form part of the peace process.

Well known international human rights
lawyer David Matas, who also is senior hon-
orary counsel to B’nai B’rith Canada, will be
speaking on the topic “Jewish Refugees from
Arab Countries” at the 52nd Interfaith
Luncheon on Tuesday, May 6th, at noon, at the
synagogue.

The event, which is sponsored annually by the Sisterhood of the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, is in celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel
Independence Day).

During his presentation to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs and International Development Matas, who also is the
Legal Counsel of Justice for Jews from Arab Countries, told the com-
mittee that bilateral agreements between Israel and Egypt in 1978 and
1979, and Jordan in 1994, as well as between Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization in 1993 and 1995 (as part of the Oslo
Accords), did use “generic” language in reference to refugees.

Perhaps most importantly from a multilateral perspective, United
Nations Security Council Resolution 242, which was adopted after the
1967 war and is typically considered as the basic framework for any
settlement to the Middle East conflict, affirmed the necessity of
“achieving a just settlement of the refugee problem,” Matas  pointed

out.
“Witnesses argued that the resolution did

not, therefore, distinguish between refugee
groups,” said the Standing Committee’s report -
RECOGNIZING JEWISH REFUGEES FROM
THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
(November 2013).

Thus, Jewish refugees are “entitled to
redress” for violations of their rights, empha-
sized Matas, who further argued that “Canada
should support the principle that in Middle
East peace negotiations, all refugees should be
treated with equity and justice.”

“One has to distinguish recognition of a
right and its violation on the one hand, and
awarding redress on the other,” he added.

“When it comes to redress, there is a wide
array of possibilities. These can include, for
example, truth and reconciliation commis-

sions, the establishment of chairs at prominent universities to promote
and preserve the rich Sephardic heritage and legacy, the establishment
of foundations to protect and preserve holy sites in Arab countries,
and compensation. Redress, ultimately, will be decided by the parties
directly involved in the negotiations.”

Another witness, Dr. Stanley Urman, Executive Vice-President of
Justice for Jews from Arab Countries, told the committee that there has
been a lack of recognition of Jewish refugees at the United Nations.

He said: “…with respect to UN resolutions from 1949 to 2009,
there has been a total of 1,088 resolutions of the Security Council and
the General Assembly on every conceivable Middle East issue. One
hundred and seventy-two resolutions have dealt specifically with
Palestinian refugees.” Dr. Urman informed the committee that “Some
two-thirds, or nearly 650,000 Jews, immigrated to Israel, while rough-
ly one-third, or over 200,000 Jews, found a safe haven in countries
other than Israel, including Canada.

In its summation, the committee had two recommendations: “The
Government of Canada officially recognize the experience of Jewish
refugees who were displaced from states in the Middle East and North
Africa after 1948. 

“The Government encourage the direct negotiating parties to take
into account all refugee populations as part of any just and compre-
hensive resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian and Arab-Israeli conflicts.”

The Government of Canada agreed with the first recommendation.
“Fair and equal acknowledgement of all refugee populations arising

out of the Arab-Israeli conflict requires the recognition of Jewish
refugees,” said the official government response.

“The Government shares the Committee’s belief that such recogni-
tion does not diminish or compete with the situation of Palestinian
refugees.”

The Government praised the positive intent underlying the second
recommendation.

“(B)ut at this time, Canada has offered its support to the peace
process as presently structured,” said the response.

“The current Israeli-Palestinian negotiations take place in the context
of the Arab Peace Initiative, which offers Israel peace with the broad-
er Arab world if it reaches an agreement with the Palestinians. There
currently are no direct negotiations on the subject of Jewish refugees
between Israel and the refugees’ countries of origin in the Middle East
and North Africa.”

But, the overall peace process is not simply a matter for the nego-
tiators about which we can do nothing other than stand by and watch
and hope for the best, according to Matas. 

“Since what drives the never-ending wars against Israel is anti-
Zionist war propaganda and incitement to hatred, we can have a
direct role in contributing to peace by combating that anti-Zionism,
that propaganda, that incitement,” he said.  

“The wars against Israel are being fought at our universities with
anti-apartheid weeks, at our stores with boycott campaigns, at our
funds with divestment efforts. Every one of us can help make peace
happen by joining in the effort to amputate the tentacles of anti-
Zionism spreading throughout our society.”

Ed. note: David Matas [BA/1964] is a recipient of a Distinguished
Alumni Award from the University of Manitoba Alumni Association.
The award is to be presented at a gala event at the Winnipeg Art
Gallery on May 1. Matas is being honoured for being, in the words
of the Alumni Assocation: “A shield, a sword, and a warrior in the
battle for international human rights

(Nominated for the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize)”
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ing entrepreneurial programs at the
Hebrew University, Gail explains.

The entrepreneur division is a part
of the Hebrew University’s business

school the same way that the Stu Clark Centre for Entrepreneurship
is a division of the Asper School of Business here, she notes.

“Essentially that model is to encourage students to look at entre-
preneurship as a model and not simply to think of working for a big
bank or Microsoft,” Levy explains.

“I created that model in the 1980’s before Izzy got involved,” he
adds. 

As illustration of some of what he has helped to foster at the
Hebrew University Levy points to the success of “biz camps” that
have been set up in Jerusalem for Arab women “to come into class-
rooms…” and teach women skills that would allow them to become
self-sustaining entrepreneurs.

But it wasn’t sufficient simply to provide these women with a cer-
tain skill set that would help them establish their own “cottage
industries” – they also needed financing – in this case, what is
known as “micro financing.”

Yet “Israeli banks wouldn’t give them financing, Arab banks
wouldn’t give them financing,” Levy goes on to explain. “So through
this very convoluted way we got them financing from the Hebrew
University and the Jerusalem Development Corporation…it’s been a
hugely successful program and some of these women are making
two to three times what their husbands are making.”

In addition, Levy says, he’s looking to emulate the “Harvard
review” model at the Harvard Business School for the Hebrew
University.

“The problem for the Hebrew U” though, Levy cautions, is that
“it’s a very science-oriented, a very medicine-oriented university.
We’re trying to elevate the business school to the same level of
excellence” as the rest of the Hebrew University,” he stresses. 

As someone who has played a role in fashioning programs of
entrepreneurship within government, then became an entrepreneur
himself, finally settling into a fruitful relationship with one of
Canada’s most successful entrepreneurs, Izzy Asper, Moe Levy has
much to offer by way of experience and understanding to the
Hebrew University. It is fitting that someone like Moe Levy, who has
usually worked in the shadow of others, be they government minis-
ters or the likes of such exuberant individuals as Izzy and Gail
Asper, is finally recognized for his stellar behind-the-scenes work.

(The entire interview with Moe Levy and Gail Asper can be heard
on The Jewish Radio Hour, Sunday, May 11th at 1:30 p.m. on CKJS
810 on the radio dial.)

Moe Levy
Continued from page 24.

David Matas to speak on Jewish refugees from Arab countries at Shaarey Zedek

DAVID MATAS: “One has to distinguish
recognition of a right and its violation on
the one hand, and awarding redress on
the other.”
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TV newsWomen’s Endowment Fund
welcomes Ida Albo 

On May 8 at the Fort Garry Hotel, the Women’s Endowment
Fund will welcome Ida Albo, Managing Partner of the Fort Garry
Hotel and the Co-owner of Yoga Public, as guest speaker.

Albo is a widely respected entrepreneur and community volun-
teer. Her topic is: “Mothers, Daughters, Sisters, and Friends: A
story of entrepreneurship, philanthropy, and community service.”

“We’re excited to have Ida as a guest speaker,” said Foundation
CEO Marsha Cowan. “I know her well. She is a remarkable and
inspiring business woman and community leader.”

Established in 1994, the Women’s Endowment Fund distributes
grants to organizations that help women of all backgrounds in
Manitoba. The Fund currently exceeds $1.1 million in capital and
has 725 fundholders.

The Women’s Endowment Fund luncheon is the annual, flag-
ship event. The luncheon also serves as an opportunity to recog-
nize philanthropic women. This year, the Women’s Endowment
Fund honours the memory of Myrna Levin, and recognizes sisters
Linda Finkleman and Pamela Boal.

Myrna Levin z’l was a Women’s Endowment Fund Founder and
Builder, and also a signer of the Endowment Book of Life. In
2009, she was one of the first donors to step forward to support
the Jewish Foundation’s FundMatch initiative. She also served the
Foundation as a member of the Board of Directors and was a
Governor until her recent passing. In 1980, she and her husband
Harry z’l opened an undesignated fund at the Foundation which
grew significantly over the years. Myrna Levin was one of the
original women involved in launching the Women’s Endowment
Fund; as we remember her lovingly, we celebrate her foresight
and vision.

Sisters Linda Finkleman of Winnipeg and Pamela Boal of Great
Neck, New York, are long-time, passionate supporters of the
Women’s Endowment Fund. They established a fund in honour
and in memory of their mother Bernice Brownstone z’l, who
passed away in 2000. The daughters have lovingly described her
as “vital, energetic, optimistic, and courageous.” Through their
many gifts, the fund continues to grow. The fund is officially
known as “In memory of their mother, Bernice Brownstone, by
Linda Finkleman and Pamela Boal.” We thank them for their
enthusiasm and their example.

For tickets at further information, please contact the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba office.

Second World War concentration camp
survivor tells her story on Shaw TV

By LAURA MEUCKON Global News
When music is all you have, it can be a very powerful force.
Kathy Blum, 83, was 13 when she arrived by cattle train at

Theresienstadt, a concentration camp created by the Second World
War Nazi propaganda machine.

The Winnipegger’s story is central to a one-hour Shaw TV special
called In Remembrance Lies Hope, which will be broadcast April 27
and 28 and May 2.

Theresienstadt was a façade created by the Nazi propaganda
machine to fool the world, and to hide the terrible conditions and loss
of life taking place at this camp and others, such as Auschwitz and
Dachau.

Theresienstadt’s hand-picked, musically inclined prisoners were
forced to perform a concert for a visiting Red Cross delegation to show
the world life was good there, although prisoners faced dehumaniz-
ing conditions. Those musicians, under the guidance and enthusiasm
of composer Rafael Schächter, decided to secretly practice and per-
form Verdi’s Requiem in defiance of the Third Reich. The musicians
bravely looked the Nazis in the eyes as they performed the compli-
cated death mass at the concert held for the Red Cross, knowing in
the morning they’d be on a train to Auschwitz, an extermination
camp.

Approximately 35,000 people died in Theresienstadt and some
88,000 people, including 15,000 children, were sent from it to exter-
mination camps.

An interfaith choir concert performance at Westminster United
Church in Winnipeg in January honoured the 70th anniversary of the
infamous Red Cross visit to Theresienstadt. Shaw TV producers who
recorded the concert decided to add interviews and images to the
concert performances and created the one-hour special In
Remembrance Lies Hope, which will be broadcasted on Shaw TV sys-
tems across the country.

Belle Jarniewski, chair of the Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust
Education Centre of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada in
Winnipeg, organized the concert and helped tell the story of
Theresienstadt with the Rev. Dr. James Christie, a professor of dialogue
theology at the University of Winnipeg. Incredibly, Jarniewski was
able to find a Theresienstadt survivor living in Winnipeg who was will-
ing to share her story — Blum.

The one-hour special television presentation will air May 2 at 9
p.m. on Shaw TV Winnipeg Channel 9 in commemoration of
Holocaust Remembrance Week.

Israel formally suspends talks with Palestinians
WASHINGTON (JTA) -- Israel formally suspended peace talks

with the Palestinian Authority over the P.A.'s national unity accord
signed with the Hamas authority in the Gaza Strip.

“The Cabinet today unanimously decided that Israel will not nego-
tiate with a Palestinian government backed by Hamas, a terrorist
organization that calls for Israel's destruction,” said a statement by
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu released Thursday after-
noon.

“In addition, Israel will respond to unilateral Palestinian action-
with a series of measures," it said, without outlining the measures.
In the past, responses have included accelerated settlement building
and suspending tax transfers to the Palestinian Authority.

The Fatah party, led by P.A. President Mahmoud Abbas, on
Wednesday signed an agreement with Hamas that would lead to a
unity government within five weeks.

KATHY BLUM, 83, was 13 when she arrived by cattle train at
Theresienstadt, a concentration camp created by the Second World
War Nazi propaganda machine.
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Yom Ha’atzmaut

On Yom Ha’atzmaut, falafel takes a back seat to barbecue 
By DEBORAH FINEBLUM/JNS.ORG

For one day in the spring, the humble
falafel is all but forgotten as Israelis fire
up their grills for some serious meat-eat-
ing. In that way, Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel
Independence Day), which falls on the
fifth day of the Hebrew-calendar month
Iyar, is not all that different from its
American counterpart, the Fourth of July.

On this holiday, marking Prime
Minister David Ben-Gurion’s announce-
ment of Israel’s independence at the
stroke of midnight on May 14, 1948,
you’ll find musical and theatrical perfor-
mances on street corners; Israeli dancing
and sing-alongs, speeches, and classic
Israeli movies shown on TV and radio;
and Israeli flags fluttering from windows
and balconies and car antennae. Sheet
cakes are decorated with the blue and
white colors of Israel’s flag, and the air is
filled with the smoke of barbecue grills.

New olim (immigrants) are celebrating
not only Israel’s freedom to exist as an
independent Jewish state, but also their
own transformation into Israeli citizens,
with those from the U.S. trading in their
July 4 Hebrew National hot dog for a
Fifth of Iyar all-Israeli kabob. 

“The first time a new citizen celebrates Yom Ha’atzmaut, they are
exhilarated that only a year earlier they were dreaming of making Israel
their home and now they are a full part of their Jewish homeland,” says
Rachel Berger, who heads up the Post-Aliyah Department of Nefesh
B’Nefesh, which brings thousands of new olim to Israel each year. 

Not everyone will be lighting a personal grill on the holiday. Business
is booming for Israeli restaurants on Yom Ha’atzmaut, with families tak-
ing advantage of the return of spring. Many workers use the day off to
go on tiyulim, or day trips. In Zichron Yaakov, at the Italian restaurant
Adama Bistro, manager Dganit Azolai expects the usually popular
pasta specialties to be largely ignored in favor of meats of every kind,
especially beef on the grill or other barbecue items. 

As a variation on the meat theme, the kosher Chinese restaurant
Chon Lee in Ashdod finds its annual Yom Ha’atzmaut favorite to be
crispy Chinese duck, says owner Jung Lee, who has now added the
Hebrew and English languages to his native Mandarin. 

Boaz Fisafasavich, whose Beit HaStek in Haifa attracts an interna-
tional crowd hailing from France, the U.S., and the former Soviet
Union (FSU), says the immigrants demonstrate at least as much enthu-
siasm for Israel
Independence Day –
and for the traditional
steak – as do his Israeli
customers. “They’re new
here,” says Fisafasavich.
“But, no matter where
they come from, they
read the newspapers
too, so they know what
is going on and how
lucky we are to be here.” 

That is the case for
Yehudah Zaragoza, who
arrived in Israel last year
from Iran with his wife
and two small sons. This
year is the first time
Zaragoza has the chance
to celebrate the exis-
tence of his new home
country. Living in the
immigrant absorption
center in Ra’anana, he
plans to toast the Jewish
state with the other
newly minted Israelis
from Spain, Brazil, India,
France, the U.S., and the
FSU. 

Mati (Matthew) Katz,
from New York, hap-
pened to be visiting a
daughter in Israel last

Yom Ha’atzmaut before he made aliyah
this winter. “The irony is, I made aliyah this
year but this is my second Yom
Ha’atzmaut,” says Katz, who is now living
in Maaleh Adumim and waiting for his wife
to sell the family home and join him there. 

“It was wonderful last year with my wife
and all three of our daughters here, but I
know it will be something very different
this year now that I am a citizen,” Katz says.
“I had visited here many times, but there
was something very powerful about having
a one-way ticket to Israel. This year for the
first time, I am celebrating as an Israel citi-
zen.” 

Israelis are determined to celebrate their
hard-earned freedom – even in the coun-
try’s south, where alarms go off with fright-
ening frequency. This is Massachusetts
native Bracha Vaknin’s fifth year in Israel,
and she says she’s still enjoying the “mira-
cle of being surrounded by other Jews.” But
living in Netivot, a 10-minute ride from
Sderot, she and her family have gotten used
to the alarm going off on her iPhone, sig-
naling a siren anywhere in southern Israel.
Vaknin and her husband and children
spent nearly two weeks in a shelter two
years ago, and this March she was waiting

for her daughter’s ballet class to end when they were all sent to shel-
ters in Netivot’s community center. “We’re hoping for a quieter year,”
she says.

The level of alert doesn’t detract from the celebration of Israel on Yom
Ha’atzmaut, says Vaknin, who is looking forward to her father’s kin’s
annual “ritual family barbecue,” where she will enjoy the holiday with
uncles and aunts and cousins. 

Yet not everyone is happy with at least one aspect of Yom
Ha’atzmaut. Over at the Village Green Restaurant – located near Ben
Yehuda Street and the countless Yom Ha’atzmaut bands, performances,
and parties that will color the Fifth of Iyar in that area – the fact that
Barry Sibul’s establishment is vegetarian takes the edge off business on
Independence Day, he says.

“There is an amazing quantity of meat consumed on that day in
Israel,” he says with a sigh. But not to be outdone, Sibul is making sure
to stock up on plenty of veggie burgers. 

“That way,” he says, “even vegetarians can have something that at
least looks a bit like meat.”

New olim (immigrants) are celebrat-
ing not only Israel’s freedom to exist
as an independent Jewish state, but
also their own transformation into
Israeli citizens, with those from the
U.S. trading in their July 4 Hebrew
National hot dog for a Fifth of Iyar

all-Israeli kabob. 
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Timothy’s World Coffee 
a favourite stop in Tuxedo

By BERNIE BELLAN
For hundreds of Winnipeggers stopping off at Timothy’s in

Tuxedo Junction is a daily weekday ritual. Whether it’s to load up
with one of the 15 different flavours of coffee that Timothy’s sells
before heading off to work or to meet up with friends for lunch or
a snack, this is one place that’s always teeming with activity.

The congenial owner of Timothy’s, Jay, has gotten to know most
of his customers by their first names in the 10+ years that he’s
owned Timothy’s (which is also the only Timothy’s location in
Winnipeg). With most of the baked goods prepared fresh right on
site, Jay says that differentiates his coffee shop from almost every
similar establishment.

When I ask him about the K-cups that he says are among the
most popular items that he has to sell, Jay explains to me that each
cup provides one cup either of coffee or tea. With over 30 flavours
from which to choose, Timothy’s has a much greater variety of K-
cups than its competitors, Jay says – and, if you purchase a 3-box
set (72 cups altogether) you will save $9 off the regular price. The
K-cups have proven to be equally popular for homes and offices,
Jay adds.

For the next month Timothy’s is also offering a terrific deal on its
specialty coffees: With the coupon in the adjoining ad you can
buy two specialty coffees for the price of one – after 4 pm.

Timothy’s is open from 7 am – 9 pm every day of the week.

voted Gray as the “second sexiest man in
Canada,” and on hearing the news, he
demanded a recount.

Liberal MP Irwin Cotler, a close friend
of Gray’s for many years, described him to The CJN as an “ultimate
mensch,” who excelled in every capacity he undertook.

“He was the dean of Parliament in terms of length and quality of ser-
vice,” Cotler said.

Two incidents stood out in his mind: in the 1970s, Gray, then a cab-
inet minister, agreed to be active in a Commission of Inquiry on
Economic Coercion and discrimination related to the Arab boycott of
Israel, a position that could have led him to be “at variance” with gov-
ernment policy.

Second, Gray made his good offices available to Cotler when he
began to take up the case of Soviet prisoner of conscience Natan
Sharansky.

“It was Herb who made the pivotal call to me to take up
[Sharansky’s] cause,” Cotler recalled.

His moniker was the “Gray Fog,” so named for his legendary
Question Period obfuscation. Cotler laughed when recalling how the
speaker of the House was left completely perplexed when Gray
employed the Yiddish term narishkleiten (foolishness) when describ-
ing a comment coming from the other side of the House.

Gray served as a Liberal member of Parliament for just short of 40
years – including as deputy prime minister under Jean Chretien –
between 1962 and 2002 in the riding of Essex (which later became
Windsor) West, the third-longest tenure in Canadian history behind
former prime minister Wilfrid Laurier and John Haggart, both of whom
died before 1920.

Gray served the longest continuous tenure as an MP in Canadian
history.

“Beloved by all, Herb devoted a lifetime to his party and his coun-
try, in both good times and bad,” Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau said in
a statement. “He left behind an immense legacy unmatched by most
in Canadian history.

Herb Gray
Continued from page 1.

Owner Jay with some of the fresh-baked goodies 
at Timothy’s in Tuxedo Junction

Community news

Chodirker noted that all three of her
children are Hebrew Bilingual pro-
gram graduates and that she spent
most of her teaching career there.

The retired teacher is better known in our community today as a pop-
ular Israeli dance teacher, a passion and talent she began developing
while still teaching in the program. As part of the “seder afternoon”, she
led current Margaret Park staff and administrators in an Israeli dance
and several of the students later performed a second Israeli dance.

Asnat Gall was also one of the program’s originals. She served as
a teacher’s aide for the first 25 years of the program’s existence. 

“Over the years, I was always impressed by the dedication shown
by the principals, teachers and parents,” she said “I am always
happy to see former students.”

Former Principal Pat Stefanchuk recalled how, on her first day on
the job in September, 1996, teachers Gina Chodirker and Ara Morris
(who is currently principal at Brock Corydon School – home to
Winnipeg’s other Hebrew Bilingual program) enthusiastically wel-
comed her and how Asnat Gall had the kindergarten students try to
teach her the Hebrew alphabet every year.

She fondly recalled the Purim celebrations at the school as a need-
ed break from the daily routine, which was a lot of fun for all the
students (including the English-track students) in the school.

“There was a strong sense of community while I was there,” she said.
Sharon Maltz (Sandy Cohen’s sister organizer) and her husband,

Howard Jesierski had three sons, Matthew, Ryan and Michael, grad-
uate from the program. “No other school has been as important to
our family,” she said. “We volunteered for many of the school’s
activities.”

While the annual Pesach seder has always been a highlight of the
school year, she noted, the school also celebrates (celebrated) the
High Holidays, Chanukah, Tu B’Shvat, Purim, Yom Ha’Atzmaut and
Shabbat (on Friday afternoons) and participated in other extracur-
ricular programs such as field trips to nearby Kildonan Park and the
HUG program which, for a few years, brought together the students
from the three bilingual programs.

Others speaking at the seder were former students Orie Hochman,
Tiffany Rieder and Jordana Etkin.

While this was the last seder for the Seven Oaks Hebrew Bilingual
program, the school division is committed to continue offering a
Hebrew education to the remaining students in the program. But no
new students will be enrolled. This past year, there was no kinder-
garten and next year, there will be no Grade 1 class – with another
class/grade being discontinued each year until all the current stu-
dents have passed through the school.

Videos of the last seder are available from Robert and Sandy Cohen
(phone: 204 339-2244). The proceeds from the sale of the videos are
going toward funding parent council activities at the school.

Last seder
Continued from page 16.
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Not everybody gets invited to the sweet sixteen party
As my late mother-in-law, Rose Goodman,

used to pronounce from time to time, “You
can’t go where you’re not invited.” Well, tech-
nically speaking, she was spot on, but then
there is the occasional shlepper who manages
to gain entrance to an event while falsely
believing that if he walks in backwards,
onlookers will presume that he’s just leaving. 

Well, of the Jewish hockey players who per-
formed in the NHL this past season, only a pair

of Sharks, defenceman Jason Demers and forward Mike Brown,
received an invitation to participate in the mayhem that is the Stanley
Cup Finals that are just nicely underway. 

Then there are three fringe skaters who dressed for a few games with
their parent clubs during the regular season who, in theory, could be
call-ups should the unwelcome injury bug surface. Namely:
Minnesota Wild’s defenceman Jonathon Blum and forward Jason
Zucker, and Boston Bruins’ rearguard David Warsofsky. 

Finally, there are the unqualified whose teams failed to make the
playoffs despite a liberal number of 16 clubs being invited to the
dance. They consist of Calgary Flames’ star forward Mike Cammalleri,
veteran versatile workhorse Mike Halpern of the Phoenix Coyotes,
Nashville’s Eric Nystrom and Toronto Maple Leafs forward Trevor
Smith. 

San Jose’s Demers, 25, enjoyed a respectable season in 2014-15.
The 6’1” and 195 lb. native of Dorval, PQ scored five goals and added
29 assists in 75 games.

Teammate Mike Brown, 28, keeps hanging in there and finds
employment whenever a team is looking for a skater to ride shotgun
for the more talented players. He started the season with the Oilers
and after eight games, whereby he was held scoreless, Brown was sent
to the Sharks and in 48 games the one-time Manitoba Moose man-
aged two goals and three assists.

Blum, Zucker, and Warsofsky all had a taste this past season of skat-
ing under the big top. Playing mostly in the American Hockey League
in 2013-14 may not have been that appealing a circumstance for the
three young hopefuls, but then it could have been the East Coast
Hockey League, a step below. Nonetheless, the aforementioned ought
to be sufficiently motivated to go all out in 2014-15 and win a job at
training camp in September. 

What were their numbers like in the just completed schedule? Blum,
25, a former first round Predator draftee began the season with the
AHL Iowa Wild and in 54 games scored seven goals and added 22
helpers. His plus-minus of (-13) suggests that he has to work even
harder on his defensive play if he hopes to move on up. In 15 games
with the parent Minnesota Wild, the one-time WHL Vancouver Giant
junior had only one assist.

Zucker, 22, considered by Minnesota to be an elite prospect, also
played in the AHL with the Iowa Wild, scoring eight goals and adding
five assists in 22 games. He was summoned by the parent club for 21
games, fired four goals and set up one other. The swift winger from
California appeared here against the Jets on April 7th and didn’t seem
out of place at the NHL level.

Warsofsky, 23, a 5’8” 170 lb. left-handed shooting defenceman from
Marshfield, Mass., played for Boston University in Hockey East and
was a member of the 2009 team that won the national championship.
Selected by St. Louis in the 2008 NHL Entry Draft in the 4th round, he
was traded in the summer of 2010 to Boston for Vladimir Sobotka.
David spent most of the year with the Providence Bruins and regis-
tered six goals and 26 assists. He was summoned by Boston for six
games, where he scored his first NHL goal and had an assist. 

The Flames’ Cammalleri, 31, who scored 26 goals and added 19
assists in only 63 games is undecided as to where he will play next
season. Being an unrestricted free agent, the Markham, Ontario skater
is holding all the cards. For the right price, he hasn’t ruled out return-
ing to Calgary, but would obviously fetch a few decent players in the
swap market after July 1st.

Halpern, 37, is another Jewish player who missed out on post-sea-
son play since the Coyotes faltered in the late going and just missed
out. The Princeton U. grad played in 69 games with Phoenix and man-
aged five goals and seven assists. Last fall it appeared as if his NHL
days were kaput because there were no takers on the horizon.; con-
sequently he travelled overseas to play with TPS Turku. If Jeff can catch
on for one more season, he will need only 24 more appearances to
reach one thousand games.

Trevor Smith, 29, after playing in the AHL for many years (445
games) appeared to have finally reached the summit when he was
brought up by the Maple Leafs from the Toronto Marlies early in the
season. The Ottawa-born forward played in 28 games, scoring four
times and setting up five when he was injured and out for the season.
Prior to his call up, Smith had scored ten times and set up 16 more in

just 24 games. 
The durable Eric Nystrom, 31, was also in the just-missed category

with the Nashville Predators. The left-winger, who was a first round
Flames’ selection (10th overall), played in 79 games this past season,
scoring 15 goals and adding six assists. The son of ex-Islanders’ star
Bob Nystrom had a four-goal game in late January against Calgary. It
wasn’t quite enough though as Nashville lost 5-4 in overtime. 
POST PATTER: 

Speaking of the Predators, local lad Brendan Leipsic, 19, who was
drafted in the third round by Nashville, is in the playoffs with the
Portland Winterhawks of the Western Hockey League. The flashy hard-
hitting centre ( 111 minutes in the sin bin) finished off his regular sea-
son with 39 goals and 52 helpers in only 60 games. He is continuing
to demonstrate his offensive gifts in post-season play with 10 goals
and 15 assists in 13 games. 

Ethan Werek, 22, of the AHL Portland Pirates, scored four goals and
added eight assists in 48 games. The left-handed centre was a second
round draftee of the
Rangers in 2009 and
is now the property
of the Coyotes. The
6’2” and 200 lb.
Markham, Ontario
forward has played
in 182 AHL games.

Netminder Dov
Grumet Morris, 32,
started last season
with the AHL San
Antonio Rampage
posting a 2.86 goals-
against-average, a 1-
6-1 won-lost record
and save percentage
of .904, which was
mediocre. He ended
up with the Hartford
Wolf Pack where his
stock rose. To wit: In
31 games Dov went
16-9-4, had a save
percentage of .918,
and GAA of 2.43. 

The writer, a
Jewish Winnipegger,
is a former school
teacher, and covers
football and hockey
for Canadian Press
and Broadcast
News.

Keep in touch with
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When the brief obituary for
Teunis Scherpenzeel (1913-
2001) ran in the Winnipeg Free
Press shortly after his death on
April 6, 2001, it contained a short
single sentence about his
wartime activities:

“During the Second World War
he became a member of the

Dutch Resistance.”
Perhaps that unassuming line in the obituary was in

keeping with the retiring nature of the hardworking, quiet
-spoken and pious man, who immigrated with his wife,
Elisabeth, and young children, John and Martin, to Canada
from Apeldoorn, Holland in 1953.

The memory of Teunis Scherpenzeel will be honoured at
a Holocaust Survivours drop-in and lunch program,
Reaching Out: Recognizing an Unsung Hero at the Gwen
Sector Creative Living Centre on May 1. 

The event, which is part of the Winnipeg Jewish
Federation’s Shoah Week activities (April 27-May 1), is
being sponsored by Jewish Child and Family Service and
the GWCLC.

“It was (former WJF president) Israel Ludwig who called
about Teunis Scherpenzeel,” said Shelley Faintuch,
Community Relations Director Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, in an email message to this reporter.

“I followed up and contacted John Scherpenzeel and met with him,”
Faintuch continued. “He’s a very modest man with a gripping story to
tell. John explained what he knew about his father’s actions to save
Jews. He didn’t have much in the way of documentation. But I immedi-
ately felt that we needed to honour this righteous Gentile.”

During an interview one sunny April morning in the kitchen of his
humble two-storey home, which he shares with his wife Janice, retired
railway worker John Scherpenzeel, 67, tells me that he is writing a per-
sonal memoir of his parents’ wartime experiences.

He produces a big black binder with photographs, and newspaper
articles in Dutch, with English translations, letters and other information
about his family, particularly about his father.

One of the grainy black and white photographs is of a young Teunis
Scherpenzeel with his hands in the pockets of his policeman’s winter
uniform while standing on a paved pathway in front of a house with a
high sloping tiled roof.

“They were short of policemen for a year after the war, so my father
was a policeman in Apeldoorn for several months in 1945,” said the
son.

He explains that, sometime after the German invasion in May 1940
and subsequent occupation of the Netherlands, his father and two of his
brothers, Jan (John), and Gerad, decided that they wanted to do some-
thing to help in the war effort.

So, they joined the underground movement.
“They hated the Nazis,” said Scherpenzeel, who along, with his wife,

has an adult son and daughter and one grandchild. 
“My dad conveyed messages and information, and sometimes

weapons between different underground groups. One of his tasks was
to bring food and supplies to a large group of Jews hiding in the woods
between Apeldoorn and Zutphen (a city in the province of Gelderland

in the Netherlands). 
“He had regular times that he

delivered shipments to them. I’m not
sure if it was by truck or horse and
cart because you had to have special
permission from the Germans to
drive a vehicle. But, I’m assuming it
was by motorized vehicle.”

Then, one day, near the end of the
war, Teunis was notified by the
underground leader that he wasn’t
going to deliver supplies on that par-
ticular day because the resistance
had learned that the Germans were
planning a “razzia” (raid) against the
Jewish group in the forest, noted
Scherpenzeel.

“The underground also informed
the Jewish people. So, the Jews fled
the area,” he said. 

“When the Germans did come
through they couldn’t find that
group of Jews. The Germans then
confronted the forester, who was
also involved with the resistance,
and burned down his house. He
was either imprisoned or shot. That
was the last that my dad heard of
this group of Jews. 

“Near the end of the war, the
Germans were rounding up every
able-bodied male, ages 16-60 years,
for work in their slave labour camps
inside Germany. So, my dad and
one of his brothers were caught up
in the round-up and shipped off to
Germany by train.”

But, just past the German border,
some RAF Spitfires spotted them and
began strafing the train.

So, the engineer stopped the train. 
“The German soldiers ran off into

the nearby bushes to hide,” said
Scherpenzeel.

“Their guns were aimed at the
train to prevent the prisoners from
escaping. Many of the Dutch prison-
ers eventually jumped off the train

too, because some of their fellow Dutchmen were getting killed by the
planes’ machine gun bullets ripping through the railcars. 

“My father and his brother got separated in the rush to escape this car-
nage.”

The Germans were able to re-capture some of the prisoners, including
the two Scherpenzeel brothers. 

But, because the steam engine had been destroyed, they decided to
march the prisoners on foot to Germany.

“Eventually, my father and his brother escaped and made their way
back home,” said Scherpenzeel, who noted that his father’s other broth-
er, John, who was more involved in the underground than was Teunis,
was one of a group of 16 resistance fighters who were murdered by the
Germans and buried in a mass grave shortly before the area was liber-
ated by units of the Canadian First Division in May 1945.

“It took them three days because they had to avoid the main road.” 
He adds that his father, who was a carpenter by training and worked

at a series of jobs over the years, never talked much about his experi-
ences during the war.

“When I was going through junior high school, I was very interested
in history,” said Scherpenzeel, adding that he first approached the JFW
about his father after reading an article about Righteous Gentiles.

“And, I began asking my dad questions about the war. It took about
two or three years before I got all the information. So, I decided to write
an historical account of my parents’ experiences during the war.

“I feel a sense of honour for the role my dad and my uncles played
during the war to help fight against Nazi tyranny, and to help their coun-
trymen. Dad was a very determined person. When he decided to help
someone, he did it - whether it was working with the underground or
escaping from the Germans. That sort of determination can change a lot
of things, including the course of history.”
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Dutch resistance fighter Teunis Scherpenzeel helped save Jews

TEUNIS SCHERPENZEEL just
after the Second World War
in his hometown of
Apeldoorn, Holland. He is
wearing a policeman’s outfit.

JOHN SCHERPENZEEL holding photo of
his father, Teunis Scherpenzeel, as an older
man.

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Continued on page 31. See “Teunis Scherpenzeel”.
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Should seniors own life insurance? If so - what
kind, how much, and who should be the benefi-
ciaries? That all depends on whether you are part
of a married couple;  a widow or widower; or a
single person without dependants. 

Let’s consider a senior married couple. We will
assume that their children are grown up and liv-
ing on their own (a big assumption?).

Life insurance, under these circumstances,
should be considered in relation to that couple’s retirement program.

Will the survivor have enough capital or income to meet his or her ongo-
ing needs? If not, added life insurance should be considered to fill the gap.
You should consider Whole Life insurance, or Term Insurance to age 100,
or some form of Universal Life, (where you can make investment decisions,
with regard to how the cash portion will be invested).

If you have substantial R.R.S.P. funds or large deferred capital gains, you
might want to consider a Joint Life policy with proceeds payable on the
second death. It is normally cheaper than an individual life insurance pol-
icy, and is only designed to protect your estate from deferred tax liabilities
that your children would have to pay.

Something else seniors should consider is a  “living will”. Basically this
is a will that should be filed in addition to your normal, or first will. It cov-
ers situations where the testator is not mentally able to make decisions with
regard to medical treatment. This may be a situation where you are in a
coma and you want someone to have the legal power to act on your
behalf. You may not wish to have extraordinary measures taken to keep
you alive where there is absolutely no hope of recovery.

This is particularly important for seniors who are still involved in business
or in a profession. 

Have you made arrangements for who will take over your business in the
event of your total disability or death?

Is your widow in a knowledgeable position to make these decisions after
you are gone? Or, will she have to rely solely on your financial advisor?
You may want to consider the use of annuities for a portion of your R.R.S.P

funds. Joint lifetime annuities will guarantee you an income for as long as
you  live and an income to your widow as long as she lives. Take care to
make the  right decision for your circumstances!

I would not recommend a joint life annuity, which reduces by 50% after
the first death. My reason for saying this is that it does not take into account
the effect of inflation on the survivor’s income. If your investment portfolio
includes a good selection of blue chip common stock dividends, this could
be a good hedge against inflation, as many of these companies are in the
habit of paying increasing dividends. Do you have a reliable stockbroker
who will continue to give your widow good advice on how to handle your
common stock portfolio? Be careful of churning, when stocks are sold
merely to generate new commissions.

Perhaps I have given you a little food for thought. Remember to check
with your financial advisor,  lawyer, or chartered accountant, before you
make any important decisions!

I like to finish my columns with a little bit of levity.
The losing football team has a new Chinese coach: His name is “Win

Wun Soon.”.
A guy phones a local hospital and yells” “You have got to send help, my

wife is in labour.”
The nurse replies “Is this her first child?” “No, he replies, this is her hus-

band.”
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HARRY WARREN

From the website of Yad Vashem,
the Jewish people’s memorial in
Jerusalem to the Six Million: 

As of January 1, 2014 there were a total of 25,271 people listed as
Righteous Among the Nations with 5,351 coming from the Netherlands. 

What are the basic criteria for awarding the title of Righteous Among
The Nations?

The basic conditions for granting the title are: 
1. Active involvement of the rescuer in saving one or several Jews from

the threat of death or deportation to death camps
2. Risk to the rescuer’s life, liberty or position
3. The initial motivation being the intention to help persecuted Jews:

i.e. not for payment or any other reward such as religious conversion of
the saved person, adoption of a child, etc.

4. The existence of testimony of those who were helped or at least
unequivocal documentation establishing the nature of the rescue and its
circumstances. 

Yad Vashem’s mission is Holocaust commemoration, documentation,
research and education. Not only Jews were victimized by Nazi
Germany and its collaborators, but Yad Vashem, as the Jewish people’s
memorial to the Six Million, focuses on the Holocaust – the unique
attempt to murder every single Jew only because he was born Jewish.
Within this mandate, the Israeli Knesset (Parliament) also defined the
Righteous Among the Nations as non-Jews who risked their lives to save
Jews during the Holocaust. There were many instances of courageous
resistance to the Nazis and their collaborators. These brave people
deserve to be honored, and this is done in most cases by their countries
and organizations.

*****
The late Katy Simons, who was born in Holland, the daughter of a

Jewish father and a Mennonite mother, was recognized as Righteous
Among the Nations by the Israeli government for her war efforts on
behalf of Jewish people. 

“During World War II, she and other family members risked their lives
to save Jews,” wrote correspondent Myron Love in the Canadian Jewish
News (Shoah Week to honour Righteous Gentiles April 14, 2011). 

“The Germans imprisoned Simons, and after six weeks, her mother
managed to barter her release by giving a Nazi officer a handcrafted doll.
Simons later trained in England to become a nurse and came to
Manitoba in 1961 to work at the Ninette tuberculosis sanitorium. In
2002, Simons was recognized as Righteous Among the Nations by the
Israeli government for her war efforts on behalf of Jewish people.”

She died in Winnipeg, where she had lived for many years, in 2005 at
the age of 94.

Teunis Scherpenzeel
Continued from page 30.
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On Tuesday, May 6, 2014, Israel’s 66th birthday will be recognized
with a community-wide celebration.  Over the last four years this
event has drawn in over 8,500 people to the Asper Jewish Community
Campus to participate in the best Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrations of
Israel that the Winnipeg Jewish Community has ever planned. With
the lead of the Rady Jewish Community Centre and the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, many community and Israeli-based organiza-
tions, synagogues, schools and community members  have come
together to plan this event.

Children’s activities will be held in the gym from 4:00 p.m. - 6:30
p.m. and feature games, activities, sports, music and crafts all illumi-
nating the theme, “The People of Israel”. Our Israeli Café will be open
from 4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Treat yourself to Israeli favourites such as
falafel, hummus, Israeli salad and potato borekas, plus tasty desserts.
Our kiosk will be selling Israeli snacks including Bisli and chocolate
bars, plus popcorn and cotton candy. 

New this year will be a “Backgammon Play Area”. This popular

Israeli game known as Shesh-Besh is fun for people of all ages.
Everyone is invited to check this out.

The evening entertainment features Winnipeg’s own Sarah Sommer
Chai Folk ensemble! The Chai Folk Ensemble has been widely
acclaimed as North America’s oldest and largest Israeli folk dance
ensemble. Celebrating 50 years this year, Chai has built an interna-
tional reputation for the unique blend of international dance, music
and song that gives it its name, Hebrew for “alive”. Chai is made up
of more than 40 dancers, singers and musicians. It is the only Israeli
folk ensemble in North America to perform exclusively to live musical
accompaniment. 

In addition to Chai, you are sure to enjoy the dynamic performances
of Brock Corydon, Gray Academy and Yona Choirs. These three groups
will perform both individually and together. Barry K of Cherry Tree
Productions will MC the evening and round up the kids for a Barry K
style dance party after the performances! Barry Kay is one of Canada’s
most dynamic, captivating, and experienced Interactive DJ

Entertainers. He makes a room come
alive with energy and excitement. The
evening will close out with birthday cake
for Israel and fireworks!  This is an event
you won’t want to miss! 

Program highlights include:

• Family Swim in the Rady JCC Pool
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

• People of Israel – Children’s Activity
Stations, (crafts, sports music) 4:00 p.m.
- 6:30 p.m.

• Glitter Tattoos and Airbrushing 4:00
p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

• The Amazing Israeli Race (Grades 6-8)
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

• Backgammon Play Area 5:00 p.m. –
7:00 p.m.

• Mo’adon Club for Teens 7:30 p.m. -
9:00 p.m.

• Israeli Café 4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

• Israeli Shuk/Market 4:00 p.m. -   9:00
p.m.

• Entertainment 7:15 p.m.:
Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble
Brock Corydon, Gray Academy and  
Yona Choirs
Dance Party with Barry K

• Fireworks 9:15 
Thank you the following sponsors for

their support: Rady Jewish Community
Centre, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg,
The Asper Foundation, Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, Congregation
Etz Chayim, State of Israel Bonds, Jewish
National Fund, Canadian Friends of
Hebrew University, Congregation
Shaarey Zedek, Ben-Gurion University,
Magen David Adom, Herzilia Synagogue
, Bermax, Vickar Automotive Group,
Richlu, Kay Four Properties, Israel A.
Ludwig Law Corporation, Temple
Shalom,  Nissim Electrical, Reider
Insurance, Murray Palay and Cherry Tree
Productions. Thank you to our communi-
ty partners for their involvement and
support: Jewish Child and Family
Service, Sarah Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble BBYO, BBYO Connect, Camp
Massad, BB Camp, Gray Academy,
Brock Corydon, YAD, Hillel, Machon
Madrichim, Aleph-Bet, Kaufman
Childcare Centre, Asper Jewish
Community Campus and Schmoozers’
Café. 

Celebrating Israel at 66!
Yom Ha’atzmaut 2014

Tuesday, May 6 


