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At Shalom Square Thursday, August 9.
Winnipeg South Centre MP Jim Carr with
Michael Akbashev, who was one of the 2
Youth Ambassadors for Shalom Square

More Shalom Square pictures
on pages 22 & 24

Over 100 PJ Library family members
were invited to BB Camp on  Monday,
August 6. In the picture above Candice &
Marshall Tenenbein, along with sons
Jacob  (in stern) and Ethan (with glasses)
took advantage of the many optional activ-
ities open to PJ Library members to do a
little canoeing. At the same time boys and
girls ages 11-12 who were campers at  BB
Camp were preparing to embark on one-
week overnight canoe trips. Older
campers were already out on their trips.

Story & more pictures on page 3.

Fun-filled events for young & old first 2 weeks in August

Lunchtime at BB Camp Monday, August 6.
11 & 12 year old boys & girls let loose with
some kind of crazy cheer that was impossible
to understand.

The JNF held its annual “Breakfast for
Israel” in Gimli on Sunday, August 5.
More pictures on page 22. Story on page 23.

Over 90 adults of all ages were at the Shaarey
Zedek on Thursday, July 26 for Tu B’Av - a
“Jewish Celebration of Love”

Story & pictures on page 15.

BB Camp
hosts PJ
Library
families
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Community news

Might South Africa’s Jewish community look to Winnipeg 
as a model how to attract immigrants?

By BERNIE BELLAN

Recently we received an interesting
email from Dalia Szpiro, who is
the GrowWinnipeg Director for

the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.
(According to the Federation’s website,
“GrowWinnipeg is the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg initiative to develop and
implement strategies for the growth and
renewal of our Jewish community.”)

In her email Dalia wrote that “We
received an email from the Jewish
Community in South Africa.

“They are looking at the Winnipeg
Jewish Community as a unique model of
attracting and retaining new families and
they are planning on implementing a
model like ours. I am going to share with
them our experience and knowledge to
help them.”

Attached to the email Dalia also for-
warded an article that had been pub-
lished in something called the SA Jewish
Report, which is a weekly publication of
the South African Jewish community. 

According to information available
online, as of 2012 the Jewish population
of South Africa was around 70,000;
however, in the 1970s it has been as high
as 120,000. South Africa has seen a
steady emigration of its Jewish population since that time – averaging 1800
a year according to a report in The Jerusalem Post.

The article that Dalia forwarded me was titled “SA Jewish community at
risk of losing young, skilled immigrants”. It dealt mostly with proposals to
amend South Africa’s rules for allowing immigrants into the county.
According to the article, new rules that are currently being proposed there
will make it increasingly difficult for new immigrants to move to South
Africa.

As a result of the new rules being proposed by the South African gov-
ernment, along with the steady emigration of South African Jews, the South
African Jewish community is in danger of seeing its numbers reduced even
more than has already been the case.

In response, the author of the article, a 31-year old American-Israeli by
the name of Dan Brotman, who is based in Johannesburg, makes some pro-
posals how to stem the tide of decreasing Jewish population in that county.

Of particular interest to readers of this paper though would be Brotman’s
suggestion that South Africa look to Winnipeg as a model how to bring in
new Jewish immigrants. Here, in part, is what he writes: “The Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg has lost many members to larger Canadian cities.
Because of this, it launched a programme inviting eligible prospective
Jewish immigrants, aged 21 to 45, on a seven-to-10-day visit to explore
employment, housing, schools and Jewish life.

“During one’s visit, the federation facilitates an interview with a
Programme Officer for the Manitoba Nominee Programme. Successful
interviewees then receive a letter of support from the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, which significantly bolsters their chance of being admitted to
Canada.

“The programme has grown Winnipeg’s Jewish community by the thou-
sands and has been particularly popular with Russian speaking Israelis and
South Americans.”

Brotman goes on to suggest, among various suggestions, that South
Africa’s Jewish community ought to consider the “introduction of a com-
munity-based Nominee Programme, in partnership with the department of
home affairs and the department of trade and industry.

“For the Jewish community specifically, this could entail the SAJBD
(South African Jewish Board of Deputies) identifying prospective Jewish
immigrants with skills or investments that would benefit the South African
economy.

“Similar to the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, it could invite and host
selective prospective immigrants on exploratory visits.

“It could then provide special letters of support to eligible candidates in
order to fast-track their immigration process.” 

Brotman concluded his article by saying that his proposals could “Attract
and retain skilled Jewish immigrants who are willing to take the place of
those we have lost due to emigration.”

After I had finished reading the article Dalia forwarded me I emailed the
SA Jewish Report (not addressed to anyone in particular). I explained who

I was and wondered whether, after
reading the article describing the
difficult situation in which the
South African Jewish community
finds itself, Winnipeg’s Jewish
Federation might not want to target
South Africa for new immigrants.
(I know that would be the exact
opposite of what the leaders of
South Africa’s Jewish community
might like, but hey – let’s be honest
about this: If South Africa is con-
tinuing to see an outflow of its
Jewish population, why shouldn’t
the Jewish Federation here try to
make South African Jews more
aware of the opportunities that
await them in Winnipeg?)

As one might expect though, the
response I received (from the editor
of the SA Jewish Report, whose
name is Peta Krost Munder), was
not exactly effusive in its praise of

my rather vexatious email. Peta wrote: “I appreciate your letter and am not
sure if you want me to respond or if you would like me to publish it in the
newspaper. If you want my response, I don’t really have one. I do under-
stand that people migrate for whatever their reasons. And if Winnipeg is
their chosen destination, rather than staying here, I totally understand. For
me, I am quite happy living in South Africa.”

Now, since I doubt that most anything I ever recommend in this paper
receives serious consideration by anyone who is in a position to act on my
recommendations, I’m sure that the Jewish Federation is not going to start
targeting South African Jews as potential immigrants to this community.

On the other hand, the Federation has always taken the position that it has
never targeted Israelis for immigration either. It just so happens that it’s
been largely Israelis who have taken advantage of the assistance the
Federation has been willing to dole out to potential immigrants from that
country. As a result we now have a rather large Winnipeg-Israel network,
especially on Facebook, made up of former Israelis and Israelis who would
like to move here, that helps to attract more and more Israelis here. 

It wouldn’t be all that difficult to create a similar Facebook group that
could help to lure more South African Jews here. As for taking advantage
of the predicament in which South Africa’s Jewish population finds itself –
let’s be honest: If talented and skilled South Africans are looking for a new
home, why not advertise Winnipeg as a potential landing spot? The South
African Jews who have moved here in the past have made integral contri-
butions to our community, besides which I love to hear the way South
Africans speak English.

DAN BROTMAN
wrote an article in the SA Jewish
Report giving suggestions as to
how South Africa might attract
more Jewish immigrants, using
Winnipeg as a model.

DALIA SZPIRO
GrowWinnipeg Director

for the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg 

The Federation was recently
contacted by someone from
the South African Jewish
community wanting to know
more about Winnipeg’s
model for increasing immi-
gration to this city.

Southern Israeli cities try to resume 
normalcy as cease-fire goes into effect

(JTA Aug. 10) -- Following a brief calm in the exchange of fire between
Israel and Gaza militants, towns near the border with the coastal strip
resumed normal services as a de facto cease-fire went into effect.

On Friday, the municipalities of Netivot and Sderot, as well as smaller
towns near the Gaza Strip, did not renew emergency regulations that had
been in place for most of the past week. The regulations prevented holding
any gatherings outside sheltered areas, including summer camp activities,
as well as public transportation.

The resumption of activity -- including by the Ashkelon-Sderot line of
the Israel Railways -- followed the de-facto cease-fire that started Thursday
night, the Israel Broadcasting Corp. reported.

More than 150 rockets have hit southern Israel over the past week in one
of the most violent exchanges with Hamas since Israel launched a massive
military operation in 2014 against the terrorist group over its firing of rock-
ets into Israeli towns.

The Israeli Air Force has struck more than 150 targets across the Gaza
Strip, including military training camps, weapons caches and terrorists
themselves. Several people have died in the strikes, according to Hamas.
On the Israeli side, several people were hurt, sustaining light to moderate
injuries.

The cease-fire with Hamas was reached with Egyptian mediation,
according to Al Jazeera. An Israeli official denied that Israel had engaged
in any talks on a cease-fire, telling the Israel Broadcasting Corp. that Israel
has a longstanding policy of striking in Gaza only in retaliation to strikes
on Israel.
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PJ Goes to BB Camp attracts over 100 people!
Information for the following story was supplied by the Jewish

Federation (Photos by Bernie Bellan)
Every month 800 children in Winnipeg receive FREE Jewish books sent

directly to their homes by PJ Library. This family engagement program, is
a gift from the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg to families raising Jewish
children between the ages of 6 months to 8 years. In addition to expanding
the children’s personal libraries, we offer many family programs through-
out the year. Families attending these programs are able to meet and get to
know new families in the community as well as connect with other Jewish
organizations through our many partnered programs.

 
PJ Goes to BB Camp is a great example of these events and partnership.

On Monday August 6th, PJ families spent a day at BB Camp in Lake of the
Woods enjoying camp activities while also having an opportunity to meet
new families, deepen their connections, and create new friendships. Now
in its second year, the program is becoming an annual staple in the PJ cal-
endar, and brought out over 100 people this year.

“We had a terrific day! It was our first time at BB Camp and we absolute-
ly loved the well maintained place, the kindness of the staff, the interesting
and various activities and everything else they had to offer. Thank you, PJ
Library, for exposing us to such an interesting and fun program, we would
have never had a chance to try it without you.” – Irina Krassovitski, PJ
Parent

“My husband, our boys and I did the ropes course, canoed, kayaked and
even braved the cooler temperatures to play on the water toys in the lake.
It was nice to see people whom we haven’t seen in years and make new
friends as well. We are grateful to the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, PJ
Library and BB Camp for sponsoring what truly was an exciting (elec-
tronic-free) day with our kids!” – Candice Tenenbein, PJ Parent [see
photos, feel free to caption with their name]

We are already looking forward to welcoming more families at this fun
mid-summer event next year – Save the date for Monday August 5th, 2019!

For more information on PJ Library contact pjlibrary@jewishwin-
nipeg.org or visit www.jewishwinnipeg.org/pjlibrary.

PJ Library family members waiting at the dock in Kenora for the
boat that will take them to BB Camp on Town Island

Counselors greeting PJ Library families 
upon their arrival at BB Camp

11 & 12 year-old BB Campers getting provisions ready for their one-
week canoe trip. In front (bending over): Matti, wearing poncho:
Dylan, in red shirt, with headband: Michael, in BB Camp sweatshirt:
and Harbor (who was named for Harbor Island in the Bahamas).
Behind them are counselor Brendan Tessler (on left) and section head
Sam Kennedy, who comes from Newcastle, England. Interestingly, of
the 98 staff working at BB Camp, 12 are internationals.

11 & 12 year-old girls, also readying for their one-week canoe trip (l-
r): Lauren, Poppy, Jaidyn, Emily Kalo (counselor), Reina

PJ Library family members, the Mellons (l-r): Stafford, Aaron,
Tracee, and Alann

BB Camp Chef Robb Tidd. I
asked him whether you needed to
be a chef to cook hot dogs. He
said the night before he made
roast beef. I told him I’d put his
picture into the paper. He said
his mother would be thrilled.

When one of the campers
grabbed my camera and said he
wanted to take my picture, he
asked me what my name was.
When I saw the picture, I said it
was “John Krepsey” (the leg-
endary horror figure whose story
is used to frighten little kids at
Jewish camps across North
America.)



In our August 1 issue we ran a story by Myron
Love about an upcoming symposium. There
were several errors in that story, beginning

with the title of the symposium. Its correct title is
“Israel, Palestine & International Law
Symposium”, not “Israel, International Law &
Peace”.

Also, Myron wrote that the symposium is
scheduled to take place Sunday, September 9. In

fact the symposium will begin Friday evening, Sept. 7 and continue for two
more days, including Saturday, Sept. 8, and Sunday, Sept. 9. (According to
one of the organizers of the event, it will be over prior to Erev Rosh
Hashanah, which begins Sunday evening.)

Now, as Myron is prone to do, his report on the symposium was written
in fairly angry terms in which he noted that five of the six panelists who are
slated to appear are all “anti-Israel.” The one exception will be well-known
lawyer David Matas, who can be expected to offer an articulate defense of
Israel’s position.

After reading Myron’s article though, one of our readers, Mel Lazareck,
was quite upset at the notion that such a symposium would even take place.
Mel also questioned the wisdom of David Matas’s even agreeing to partic-
ipate on a panel that would be stacked with critics of Israel. In an email sent
to various community representatives, also to David himself, Mel suggest-
ed that “the fact that there is only one speaker who will try and defend
Israel’s position…is a waste of time and only serves to try and legitimize
the other anti Israel speakers.” 

In response, David Matas sent the following email to Mel, which was
also cc’d to everyone to whom Mel had sent his original email (including
me):

I did check with B’nai Brith before
accepting this invitation. It was left
up to me. My own view is that it is
better to present the contrary argu-
ment to a hostile audience than leave
the counter-argument in the venue
unanswered. The substantive points
you make in the e-mail about inordi-
nate focus on Israel I could and
would make at the event.

While the organizers may unfairly
characterize an essentially one sided
event as balanced because of my
presentation, the alternative would
have been to allow them to say that
they invited an opposing voice but no was willing to stand up for the other
side. Open disagreement seemed to me to be the better option.

I think it is fair to characterize the event as antisemitic. However, anti-
semitism takes a wide
variety of forms. Some,
like Holocaust denial
or blood libel, are so
obvious that we can
legitimately ask for
boycotts and the events
to be shut down.

Even for anti-
Zionism, I think it is
legitimate to ask uni-
versities or any other
institutional environ-
ment not to host them.
However, if we take the
position that anti-
Zionist events can not
be hosted even in pub-
lic venues, I fear we
would not get much
traction or even under-
standing. 

While I have no illu-
sion about convincing
antisemites, there is
enough bafflegab and
misrepresentation anti-
Zionists throw out that
some people may be
legitimately confused
and misled. I would
hope that not every per-

son who has shown some support for the anti-Zionist agenda is a lost
cause.

The issue, from my perspective, is not so much freedom of speech as mak-
ing headway on the issue. The problem is more global than local. In some
parts of Europe, anti-Zionism in some circles has become conventional
wisdom. We can not wait for that to happen before confronting anti-
Zionism directly. We are much better placed to do it here now when it is still
marginal. To prevent anti-Zionism from becoming as widespread and
prevalent here as it is elsewhere, we should confront it directly wherever
and whenever we can.

Best
David Matas

Now, David Matas is as eloquent a spokesperson as we are likely to find
anywhere in defense of Israel’s legal position – and I, for one, am very glad
that he has agreed to participate on a panel that will be discussing legal
issues surrounding Israel and the Palestinians.

But, here’s something that Mel Lazareck and others, like him, who are
worried about David Matas’s participation on the upcoming panel lending
it a credibility that it might not otherwise receive probably don’t know:
According to one of the organizers of the upcoming symposium, David
Kattenburg, several individuals who are also involved in organizing the
event are very unhappy that David Matas was invited to participate. 

I heard that from David Kattenburg when I attended Shalom Square on
Thursday, August 9, and saw protesters standing across from the Asper
Campus. By now the appearance of protesters during Folklorama at the
Asper Campus has become an annual event. Since I know some of the pro-
testers, I’ve always made it a habit to go over and talk with them. As much
as I disagree with them on certain points I certainly wouldn’t want to deny
them the right to make those points – and from time to time they’ve been
allowed to voice their criticisms of Israel within this paper.

I was asked about Myron’s piece about the symposium  - and why I ran
something that was so one-sided. (There’s more than a bit of irony there:
The leaflets that the protesters were handing out to anyone willing to take
them were as one-sided in their denunciation of Israel as Myron’s piece
was in his criticism of the very make-up of the panel.)

Still, I agreed that, since there had been some factual errors in Myron’s
piece, I would attempt to correct those –which I did at the beginning of this
column.

I also received a follow-up email from David Kattenburg, in which he
wondered whether I would be willing to interview him or other organizers
of the symposium. He wrote, in reference to Myron’s piece and to the con-
versation we had about David Matas participating on the panel: 

Dear Jewish Post & News:
In response to Myron Love's deeply biased and inaccurate piece about

our upcoming symposium -- correctly entitled Israel, Palestine &
International Law -- a few comments:

Mr. Love quotes or paraphrases David Matas as saying (not all of the
ideas attributed to Mr. Matas have been placed between quotes) that our
symposium will largely consist of "anti-Zionist propaganda" and "wall-to-
wall Israel-bashing"; that our panelists are "anti-Israel," and that sympo-
sium organizers are "injecting a little balance" by inviting Mr. Matas.

In truth, neither symposium organizers nor panelists are "anti-Israel" --
whatever this odd phrase may mean. What we are is pro-rule of law.
International sanctions and trade embargoes have been imposed on North
Korea, Iran, Syria, Russia, Cuba and Venezuela for their alleged crimes
against the international order. The governments of Iraq, Afghanistan and
Libya, to name just a few, have been violently deposed for their transgres-
sions. In contrast, Israel is allowed to violate the most canonical legal con-
ventions with absolute impunity. Yes, Israel is definitely being singled out!
As an antidote, our symposium will present contemporary, broadly accept-
ed analyses of international law as it pertains to Israel's permanent occu-
pation of the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza, together with views on
the Israeli apartheid question. Many independent observers, including dis-
tinguished Israelis, believe Israel does practice apartheid.

With all due respect to David Matas, his views on matters of internation-
al law, vis-a-vis Israel and its permanent occupation, are highly marginal.
I know the thesis he holds: the Blum-Shamgar "Missing Reversioner" argu-
ment, a curious theory that will no doubt come up in our symposium. It's
been scornfully dismissed by everyone except the Israeli government and
its agents. In contrast, it's hard to imagine a more widely accepted set of
ideas than those to be presented by our panelists (all of which Mr. Matas
presumably denies): that Israel is an occupying power, as defined by the
4th Geneva Convention (including in Gaza); that its settlement enterprise
constitutes a 'grave breach' of the Convention -- i.e. a "war crime."
Multiple UN Security Council resolutions have reiterated this. So has the
UN's highest judicial body, the International Court of Justice (2004 Wall
decision). So has the International Committee of the Red Cross, the
Convention's custodian and chief inter-
preter. So has the government of Canada!
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Symposium on Israel and Palestine deserves second look

David Matas

Continued on next page.



Myths and facts about an ‘illiberal’ Israel
If support for the Jewish state is declining, it may have more to do with American Jews than the Israelis they claim to deplore.

(JNS) If American Jews are unhappy with
Israel, it may not be so much a function of a new
law that says it’s a Jewish state as the growing
consensus that it is an “illiberal” state. That’s the
new narrative being promoted by many of the
Israeli government’s critics. 

In numerous articles published in both secular
and Jewish media, the critique has not been so

much about the nation-state law as the notion that Israel no longer repre-
sents liberal Jewish values that Diaspora Jews consider integral to their
identity. Sometimes this thesis is put forward from those who consider
themselves Zionists, and sometimes from those who make the case that
support for Israel and Zionism is itself illiberal. But the consistent theme is
that contemporary Israel no longer fits with the way most American Jews
think, and that the fault for this lies squarely on the shoulders of the Israelis.

This argument is rooted in both genuine differences of opinion between
the two communities, as well as some misunderstandings. But while it
would be foolish to claim that the growing chasm between Israel and the
Diaspora doesn’t exist, it’s equally misguided to pretend the problem is one
that can be solely characterized as a case of Israelis behaving badly or even
illiberally. A lot of the disconnect has more to do with the changing nature
of American Jewry than it does with Israelis who have supposedly gone off
the rails.

What makes Israel illiberal in the eyes of American Jews?
A lot of the focus in recent months has been on the ongoing dispute about

religious pluralism in Israel. While these complaints are largely justified,
most American Jews don’t understand that this problem is a function of the
enormous clout of Israel’s Orthodox political parties, the complete lack of
such clout on the part of the Conservative and Reform movements, and the
general indifference of most secular and traditional Israelis to the non-
Orthodox movements.

But this critique of Israel is about more than pluralism. For many
Diaspora Jews, it’s more a matter of what they see as a decline of Israeli
democracy.

The failure of the nation-state law’s authors to include anything about
democracy and equal rights for all of the country’s citizens in the legisla-
tion is viewed as a betrayal of the Declaration of Independence, which
mentioned both while affirming that Israel was a Jewish state.

Critics view this as a sign that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s governing coalition—and the decisive majority of Israeli vot-
ers that it represents—is prone to authoritarian tendencies. In their eyes,
Netanyahu’s Israel is a country that not only disregards the rights of Israeli
Arabs, but plants settlements in the West Bank that are obstacles to peace
and is content to rule over millions of Palestinians, while also ruthlessly
bombing or shooting protesters in Gaza.

If all that weren’t bad enough, the straw that breaks the camel’s back for
many Americans is that most Israelis seem to like U.S. President Donald
Trump—a man the vast majority of American Jews despise. The fact that
Israelis prefer Trump to former President Barack Obama, who won over-
whelming majorities of the Jewish vote in 2008 and 2012, and are grateful
to him for changing U.S. policy on Jerusalem, the peace process and rela-
tions with Iran has created a political chasm that’s hard to bridge.

There are two major problems with this narrative. The first is that Israel
isn’t as illiberal as its critics seem to think. The other is that American

Jewish perceptions of these issues is more a function of a declining sense
of Jewish peoplehood in a population that is rapidly assimilating than of
Israeli betrayals of what Americans consider Jewish values.

The notion that Israel is becoming less democratic is simply false. To the
contrary, what the country’s critics really don’t like is the fact that it is
democratic. Which is to say that the majority of Israelis have consistently
rejected the policies of its left-wing parties. Most Israelis understand that
their nation has to defend itself against those pledged to their destruction
and see more territorial withdrawals in the absence of a Palestinian peace
partner as insane. The majority also sees nothing wrong with reaffirming
the truth that the country is a Jewish state and understand that minority
rights are already protected in other basic laws.

Far from being illiberal, Israel is a diverse, chaotic nation in which the
contradictions between the nation’s religious roots and its largely secular
reality are still being sorted out after 70 years of independence. It may not
be the embodiment of the dreams of its founders or those who still view it
through the prism of romantic ideals, but it has remained remarkably demo-
cratic despite never knowing a moment of complete peace in its history.
Perhaps what some critics dislike the most about it is that it has managed
to become a stable, prosperous and largely secure nation without a com-
prehensive peace being reached and in the face of constant jeremiads from
the left about all this being impossible.

Reasonable people can disagree about peace, settlements, borders, reli-
gious pluralism and even the nation-state law. However, the disillusion-
ment with Israel that we hear so much about is primarily driven by the
sense on the part of many in the Diaspora that any country whose identity
is primarily ethno-religious, rather than strictly pluralistic, is inherently
racist or regressive.

An American Jewish community that defines itself primarily by liberal
politics, food or a certain type of humor—the factors that surveys of
American Jews tell us are the strongest aspects of Jewish identity these
days—is bound to have difficulty understanding any kind of Jewish nation-
alism, even if it’s tied to a deeply democratic form of government. That,
and not Netanyahu’s or Trump’s bad behavior, is the source of much of the
support for anti-Israel groups among Jews.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS — Jewish News Syndicate.
Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.
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Comment

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

So, we are delighted to have
David Matas present his unique

perspective on these matters, but it really is a lonely one. It's the
Government of Israel's perspective. I say this, again, with all due respect
to David Matas, a widely respected human rights advocate here in
Winnipeg and across Canada. His views on the human rights situation fac-
ing Palestinians under occupation, and on matters of international law in
this regard, however, are outside the mainstream -- way outside. Your read-
ers should know this. Perhaps some of them will come to our symposium!
They should register in advance.

Regards ...
David Kattenburg

This is a tough one. The people organizing this symposium are not kooks.
Some might like to characterize them as anti-Semitic, but I don’t consider
anti-Zionism to be synonymous with anti-Semitism.  But, let’s be honest
about this: I doubt that any of the mainstream media will be covering this
event. Ironically, it’s been this paper that’s provided coverage of most of

the events centering around criticizing Israel, including events held this
year at the University of Winnipeg and Canadian Mennonite University. 

One can also expect the same people who attended those events will be
at the symposium. They’re not likely to change their views on Israel, as
David Matas noted in his email to Mel Lazareck, but at least having some-
one like David Matas there will serve as a useful counter to what is
inevitably going to be yet another round of Israel-bashing.

While I don’t have a problem with people criticizing Israel, what I’ve
said to many of those critics – if I’m given the chance, is that it’s all one-
sided. Where is the criticism of Palestinian authorities for their violations
of law? (And here, I’m speaking of the Palestinian Authority. To suggest
that Hamas even pretends to adhere to any kind of legal norms would be
absurd.) 

I’ve heard from several pro-Israel individuals that they’re planning to
attend, but anyone who’s thinking of going should be aware there’s a cost
involved ($90 if you register by Aug. 17, $120 after that). For more infor-
mation go to www.israelpalestinelawsymposium.ca.

Continued from previous page.



Memories of Monty

0ver the years, much
has been written
about Monte

Halparin, but as Monty
Hall - whose name was,
and is recognized, not
just in Winnipeg, in
Canada, in the USA, also
internationally. Monty
was an export of
Winnipeg, which export
kept reaping dividends
for this city. If truth be
told, Monty had an affec-
tion for Winnipeg that
spanned his lifetime. 

It is not widely known
but, were it not for an act
of kindness around 1903,
Monty’s life most likely would have been different. When Monty’s mater-
nal grandfather, David Rusen, came to Canada with the intention of settling
in Saskatchewan in order to get the free land offered by the Canadian
Government, he, like many others, took the train and was told not to get off
in Toronto or Montreal. He came though Winnipeg in the cold of winter and
it was in the early morning. Rusen wanted to get some air - despite the
frigid temperture, so he stepped off the train for a few minutes when he
heard a man asking if there were any Jews on the train. Rusen was soon in
the embrace of a complete stranger by the name of Motel Weidman, who
took Rusen back to the Weidman home for Rusen’s first real food, bath and
bed after a boat and train ride in steerage and discomfort. Rusen was intro-
duced to peddling and the fruit business and, two months later, he was at
that same station looking for Jews. Without that initial welcome by David
Rusen, Monty might have been a farmer - a funny farmer, but a farmer
nonetheless. 

Monty was a born entertainer and when it came to speaking in public, shy
would not be the word to describe him. He was elected as the University of
Manitoba student president in 1944. To win that election as he did with a
vote total of 993 to 690 over his opponent, Monty claimed a large chunk of
the votes from the women in Home Economics, winning that faculty by
over one hundred votes. (Monty had an enormous appeal to women, as evi-
denced by his TV shows.) And, that was just the beginning for Monty
Halparin. 

His career took him to Toronto and his well known radio show called “

Who Am I.” He went to New York and later on to California where he
became a star with his famous show “ Let’s Make A Deal.” I have thought
about what made Monty so connected to listeners and viewers and indeed
anyone with whom he came into personal contact  over so many years. Two
qualities stand out for me: He had a phenomenal memory. He used that
memory often on the show to come up with a relevant quip. I recall his
great recall when, in the 1990s, Monty was in Winnipeg for a visit. I
bumped into him at the Convention Centre and he told me a story how his
father, Maurice Halparin, a friend of my father’s, called Monty, then living
in New York in 1954, to get tickets for his good friend Sam Posner (my
father) who was coming to New York with his wife Rhea (my mother) for
a Broadway show. Monty obliged and my father called Monty when he
arrived in New York as requested and, sure enough, Monty had secured two
good seats for the-then hit play” Inherit The Wind.” According to Monty,
as he told me this story, there was a pause on the phone and then my father
said to him that Rhea was not feeling that great and so they could not use
the seats that night. Monty looked at me and exclaimed “ If I could have
had your father in front of me, I would have strangled him as I went to lots
of trouble to get those seats, Well, he is not here, but you are, so I’m going
to strangle you instead.” That was Monty Hall with his fabulous memory
and ability to relate a story to you. 

At that same meeting with Monty in Winnipeg, when he first met me, he
looked me in the eye and then said to m: “ Posner, 320 Elm Street.” He was
plucking from his great memory bank the address of our family home in
1945 where he and his brother Bob used to deliver meat for his father, the
owner of Halparin’s Meats. Then, this same Halparin recall from over 70
years earlier showed again when his brother Bob was able to recall exactly
the same address for me when I met him in a synagogue in 2017 in Toronto. 

The other quality Monty had in abundance was his sense of humour. That
sense of humour was in action for every episode of “ Let’s Make A Deal.”
He had a spontaneous sense of  humour as he had a great talent to be able
to react immediately to what was said or done and he could do it with ease.
Monty had a way of cracking jokes with people, but never at their expense,
and never with any kind of crudeness. His genuine warmth shone through
and it was evident each and every taping of his show.

Of course, the side of Monty which gave him as much attention as his
show was his involvement along with his brother Bob in The Variety Club.
Both were international presidents and both were, as a result, honoured for
their significant time they devoted to this worthy cause, along with the
money they raised for it. In that regard, both boys followed the model set
for them by their mother, Rose Rusen, a woman who was a force in her own
way and who gave so much to this community. 

The University of Manitoba has chosen to honour Monty Hall, a former
graduate of the university in September 2018, in recognition of his signifi-
cant contributions to this city, province and indeed country and beyond.
There will be a special brunch on September 30 when  the Monty and
Marilyn Hall Retrospective Exhibit will be opened as part of the
Homecoming festivities this year. Monty’s children will be there, as will
his brother Bob - and some of Bob’s children. It will be a major occasion
to pay tribute to Monty, whose life began in 1921 in Winnipeg at the
Balfouria Apartments in the north end of Winnipeg. It is unlikely his par-
ents, or even Monty himself, could have dreamt that almost 100 years later,
he would be recognized in this way. You could say this will be a
“HALLmark” occasion. 

(See page 16 of the Lifestyles supplement inserted with this issue for
more information about the upcoming brunch at the U of M on Sept. 30.)
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Gerry Posner

By

GERRY POSNER

Monty and Marilyn Hall

Monty Hall (Monte R. Halparin), President, University of Manitoba
Students, U of M Brown and Gold Yearbook 1945

1033 McGregor St. R2V 3H4  204-582-7064

Shalom Residences Inc. 
40th Anniversary Fundraising Campaign

Providing homes and support to adults
with intellectual disabilities since 1978!

Currently offering service to thirty-four adults in seven houses and
seven apartments as well as outreach support.  While we provide
support within a Jewish milieu, admission is open to all.  

Support from the community assists Shalom to continue providing a
high level of service, including dedicated, trained staff, quality housing
and furnishings, holiday celebrations and kosher food.

Your fully tax deductible donation may be made by mail or phone using
cheque or credit card, or online through our website
http://www.shalomresidences.com.   Just click on “Donations and
Tribute Cards”.  

Thank you for your assistance.



Ultimately, what often determines which
sports teams will capture playoff positions
or win championship trophies will be those

outfits which have the best talent at their disposal. 
Oh - I didn’t know that! Hmm, where are my

sports pages that list the pro line odds so that I
might wager a peso or two and watch my blood
pressure soar to the max, just like those optimists
who are hooked on playing the stock market? 

The answer, my friend, has more to do with the
inevitable aches and pains of your favorite athletes - be they standouts in
basketball, baseball, hockey, soccer, football, tennis, or golf. Not to men-
tion darts and poker. And how about the private players who are clandes-
tine when it comes to sharing with team managers, coaches, club owners
and management  their true condition? No player wants to lose his position
in the starting lineup to a talented rookie or newly-arrived veteran player
who has just been acquired. 

For example, on July 31st , the Boston Red Sox did some necessary busi-
ness with the Los Angeles Angels when they took over the contract of vet-
eran second baseman IAN KINSLER, one of the finest Jewish ballplayers
in the game today. The 36-year-old is a four-time all-star who was born in
Tucson, Arizonaand  drafted by the Texas Rangers in the 17th round (496th
overall.) Ian is the son of a Catholic mother and Bronx-born Jewish father.
He acknowledges both of his parent’s religious backgrounds. 

The rationale behind Boston’s acquisition of Kinsler was  the painfully
slow recovery of their original second sacker, Dustin Pedroia. Kinsler was
a welcome addition when, lo and behold, Ian himself was injured and
placed on the DL (disabled list) for 10 days. Hence, it appears that, if he too
mends, the Jewish gentleman is going to help take the Red Sox the rest of
the way, The injury he sustained was as a result of him hurting his left ham-
string against the Yankees while motoring around the bases.

Boston pitcher David Price, a former teammate of Kinsler when both
were with Detroit, feels the team has hit the jackpot with his acquisition.
“He brings intensity and that fire every single day. He’s a gamer. He’d
make any team better.”

And, it’s not just players’ injuries that derail many teams’ goals in this
modern era. If you follow the unpleasant side-games that have evolved and
impact teams in their race for glory, you’ll recognize what I’m implying. 

Hardly a week passes by when players aren’t suspended for doing drugs,
drunkenness, and taking other illegal substances. In addition, one of the lat-
est fads appears to involve beating up your wife/girlfriend(s)/ live-in(s)/
and minors. It reminds one of what had been going on with aspiring young
actors and actresses in the movie business, who were innocently and des-
perately trying to advance their careers. And so it goes. 

I received another note by someone who enjoyed reading  the August 1st
e-mail from ex-Winnipegger WILL HECHTER, which talked about a film
Will co-produced titled: “Jews and Baseball, an American Love Story”.
Will  now lives in Toronto and is a highly regarded lawyer. 

The e-mail came from ARNOLD KAPITZ
and hit home: “Such a long time since we
communicated. I read with great interest
about the baseball documentary and your
contact with Will Hechter. He mentioned his
grandparents, Max and Bessie Guberman,
who lived on Machray Ave. I can tell you
the exact address (310) That is the home my
parents bought from the Gubermans in
1944. I was four years old at the time and
lived and grew up there till I got married to
Doreen in 1963 at age 23. Our home was
headquarters for our pick-up baseball
games, which we played across the street at
the abandoned Lawn Bowling Club next to
the Maple Leaf Curling Club. Good chance

that you were one of the guys playing there hitting homeruns into Mrs.
Koretz’s back yard. She always kept the ball. And - it is still a small world
after all. 
-Arny Kapitz

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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A LATE SUMMER EVENING OF MUSIC, ART & INTROSPECTION:
Art @ the Zedek & Musical Kirtan Selichot

By Dr. Rena Secter Elbaze 
Director of Engagement and Education, 
Congregation Shaarey Zedek

Its mid-August and all I can think about is enjoying every moment of
this season…It is hard to imagine that in just over a month it will be Rosh
Hashanah, a new year. Who wants to think about back to school, back to
work and back to cooler weather! 

Yet, it will come, despite us, as it always does. The real question is
“Will we be ready?”

We all need some time to clean up our act before we start into a new
year. Even if we are not ready to think about it, Judaism offers us a place
in time to prepare ourselves. If we did not set aside time to do this, it
would not happen on its own. Ancient Jewish wisdom, based on a deep
understanding of human nature, recognized that we need to make time to
realign our beliefs with our behavior. On this principle, famous writer
and philosopher, Albert Camus wrote:

“There is no happiness if the things we believe in are different than the
things we do.”

Like our sages, Albert Camus understood that if we are to find inner
happiness, we need to behave in a way that aligns with our values. We
are so wrapped up in our busy lives, that we often do not even pay atten-
tion to the negative habits and behaviour, we slip into. As the Talmud
explains: 

“The impulse to do evil is at first like a passer-by, then like a lodger,
and finally like the master of the house.”

The Selichot period offers us a timeframe and a process to evaluate if
we are indeed acting in harmony with our values. It gives us the oppor-
tunity for Teshuvah to return to our true purpose in life.

At Congregation Shaarey Zedek, we invite you to join us to engage in
this process on Saturday, August 25th with a Late Summer Evening of
Music, Art & Introspection.

We will begin the evening at 8:30 PM with the opening of the Art @
the Zedek Teshuvah Exhibit featuring returning artists Elena El,
Fernando Figowy, Keith Levit, Ruth Livingston, Shosh Shalev-Minuk,
Leesa Streifler and Susan Turner. The audience will have the opportuni-
ty engage informally with the artists while enjoying East Indian desserts
and Chai tea. 

Art @ the ZEDEK is a program, which welcomes artists to share work
that demonstrates their connection to Jewish life. This new season will
connect artists and audiences to the Jewish calendar beginning with the
Rosh Hashanah Teshuvah Exhibit.

Following the art opening, join us for a musical Havdalah service and
a Kirtan style Selichot service. You are sure to be inspired by the engag-
ing “call and response” style of chanting which enhances the introspec-
tive nature of the Teshuvah experience. Our service will feature Rabbi
Anibal Mass on the Harmonium, with participation by Dr. Rena Secter
Elbaze on vocals, Bill Weissmann on the Tambourine, Jay Stoller on the
Drums, and Patrick Elazar on bass.

For more information about this FREE PROGRAM call the synagogue
office at 204-452-3711.

It’s not just injuries that affect teams these days
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

IAN KINSLER

Anti-Semitic crimes increase dramatically in Germany
(JTA) – The number of anti-Semitic crimes in Germany during the first

half of 2018 increased 10 percent over the same period last year.
There were 401 anti-Semitic crimes in Germany from January through

June, according to government data reported Wednesday by Politico. The
vast majority, 87 percent, came from the far right, the government said.
One-fifth were committed in Berlin.

The figures included 12 violent crimes.
In July, a Jewish man was assaulted in a Berlin park by a group of

young adults and teens after they noticed he was wearing a Star of David.
Days earlier, a Syrian man, 19, was found guilty of an April attack against
an Israeli man who was wearing a kippah on a Berlin street. Later that
month, a Jewish professor visiting Germany was assaulted in a Bonn park
– first by a Palestinian and then by police who slammed him to the
ground and punched him repeatedly in the face, mistaking him for the
attacker.

Amid those incidents, the German government increased state benefits
for the Central Council of Jews in Germany for the first time since 2011,
noting “the rise in anti-Semitism in our society.” Days later, 40 Jewish
organizations in Germany signed an open letter calling on the govern-
ment to confront anti-Semitism.



On the weekend of July 20-22, Winnipeg
Beach served as the venue for a Moser
family reunion that brought together 35

family members from across Canada and the
United States.

“We have always kept in touch with each other
over the years,” says Dr. Cathy Moser, the main
organizer of the reunion. “And some of the
cousins have been calling for a reunion.”

As one of the few family members still living in
Winnipeg, Cathy Moser was the natural candidate to organize the event. “I
am also one of the few family members with a cottage at Winnipeg Beach.

“We wanted to have the reunion at Winnipeg Beach because we all have fond
memories of our summers at Winnipeg Beach while we were growing up,”
Cathy says.

The weekend of July 20-22 was chosen for the reunion because that
weekend coincided with Cathy Moser’s 60th birthday. Cathy is a doer when
it comes to supporting charitable causes. For her 50th birthday, she held a
fundraiser for the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. 

For her 60th birthday, Moser, who is a psychologist, was already organiz-
ing a big party at the beach aimed at raising funds for the “Quiet Time“ pro-
gram, something that she and Chaya Green started a few years ago where-
in they teach transcendental meditation to children in schools in disadvan-
taged areas of the city.

Cathy notes her grandparents and their sisters and brothers came to
Winnipeg in the mid-1920s from Poland. Her zaida, Mendel, founded Mid-
West Garments, which grew into a major manufacturer here. Her father,
Sam, later joined his father in business.

Her grandparents, Mendel and Fanny, she says, were first cousins so the
family were Mosers on both sides. Family members at the reunion also
included Fensons, Pinskys and Rosenblatts.

She recalls that when she was growing up, all of the extended family
lived within a few blocks of each other in West Kildonan. “We have shared
memories of rolling down our baba’s sloped lawn, Uncle Shia taking us
kids to the Paddlewheel Restaurant at The Bay on weekends for lunch,
Uncle Robert building things for us, and my father taking us for rides in his
convertible with the top down with some of us sitting on the back bench
without seatbelts.”

The family began buying cottages at Winnipeg Beach in the late 1940s.
“All of our families

had cottages on the lakefront between Birch and Pine,” Cathy says. “We
kids would spend the summers at the beach with our mothers, with our dads
coming out when they could. We had good times and have good memo-
ries.”

She notes that the reunion was about six months in the planning. “We put
up a tent and mounted a family tree inside so everyone could see how we
are related to each other,” she says.

“On Friday evening, we enjoyed party sandwiches prepared by Oscar’s
Deli, which was always a family favourite.”

Saturday afternoon was set aside for nostalgia and memories as family
members perused photo albums. “We also played hometown trivia, chal-
lenging each other to remember who lived where and old phone numbers,”
Cathy says.

Sunday evening was the big bash – Cathy Moser’s birthday party. About
160 people signed up for the party, which featured the Red Ember pizza
truck from the St. Norbert Farmers’ Market, the Joy Coffee Bar truck, and
the band “Rock the House”.

The party went from 5:00-8:00. 
“It was a great weekend,” Cathy says. “Everybody was happy with how

it turned out.”
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Myron Love

& LOUNGE
789 Portage Ave.

772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
The Finest in

Authentic Italian Food
Since 1978

We can cater your
Home or Office

Parties

Join us for dinner
 before Rainbow Stage...

Our Leila Ave. location is just a 2
minute drive from Kildonan Park

Sinclair

Le
ila

Paradise Restaurant
662 Leila Ave.

Main St.
Kildonan
Park

Moser family holds reunion at Winnipeg Beach
AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Cathy Moser and Jeff Itzkow with their kids:  (l-r): Benji Itzkow
(holding Zoe), Benji’s wife Eleni Wener, Frannie Itzkow, Cathy Moser,
Jeff Itzkow, Jono Itzkow

Why a former Israeli military intelligence chief
stands with the Druze

By AMOS YADLIN 
(Amos Yadlin, Maj. Gen. (ret.), a former

head of Israeli Military Intelligence and one of
the country’s best known defense and foreign
policy experts, is executive director of the non-
partisan Institute for National Security
Studies.)

TEL AVIV (JTA) – Israel’s new “nation-
state” law, which is widely viewed here as
clumsy, unnecessary and unwise, must be
amended. That’s why I was proud to join tens
of thousands of Israelis on Saturday night
(August 5) in a peaceful, unifying protest led
by the Druze community.

I came to this city’s Rabin Square to stand
with the Druze, with whom I fought to protect
the State of Israel. But I also came to celebrate
Israeli democracy; the public’s commitment to
equality and democratic values; our indepen-
dent media; and our country’s bedrock guaran-
tees for free speech and the right to protest.

It was a quiet, dignified rally, with represen-
tation from across our diverse society. In con-
trast to the ill-advised vote in the parliament
two weeks ago, Saturday night’s rally dis-
played “Israeliness” at its best. Israeli flags
fluttered in the square and everyone sang
“Hatikvah,” our national anthem, at the end of
the rally.

As the initial storm over the new law sub-
sides, any level-headed assessment reveals that
its principal damage has been to stir up nega-
tive public discourse – in Israel and abroad.
But make no mistake: The Jewish state’s
democratic foundations remain vigorous,

deeply rooted and incredibly resilient.
The law touches on sensitive issues that

David Ben-Gurion and the founders preferred
not to decide. These matters require time, sen-
sitivity and the broadest possible consensus.
They cannot be decided haphazardly, especial-
ly hours before a parliamentary recess, and
they most certainly should not be decided by
the barest of majorities (in this case, 62
Knesset members voted in favor and 55
opposed).

The new law does not go far enough in pro-
tecting minority rights and upholding the prin-
ciple of “equality” of all citizens, although this
is enshrined in other legal tenets.

Due to these flaws, the new law does not
command legitimacy. It stirs negative emotions
and polarizes the public debate. It alienates
parts of the Arab sector and has strained the

Amos Yadlin, third from left, sits with lead-
ers of Israel's Druze community at a Tel
Aviv rally against the controversial nation-
state law, Aug. 5, 2018. (Courtesy of Amos Yadlin)

Continued on page 18. See “Druze”.
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Feature story

By FREDA GLOW

When Yetta Levit reunited recently with her old school pal Libby,
she was overjoyed. It brought back so many memories of good
times they had together over their 75 years of friendship.

Both 90 now, they reminisced about their early years. In 1944, 16-year-
old Libby Wasserman arrived in Winnipeg from the United States to stay
with her aunt and uncle, Jack and Chaika Shulman. They lived together
in a suite over a grocery store on Magnus Avenue.

On her first day at St. John’s Tech, she was enrolled in Miss Avery’s
Grade 10 class. It was there she met Yetta Minuk. Libby wore a flower in
her hair, but no tunic uniform like the other girls. The only one to
approach this “stranger” was Yetta, who admired the feisty gal.  She had
a rebellious air about her and seemed to be ready for adventure and fun.

“Where do you live?” Yetta asked. When she heard that Libby resided
a block away, their bond was sealed. “We’ll walk to school together,”
Yetta said to Libby.

The two girls became inseperable, attending Young Judea club meet-
ings on Fridays and hanging out in groups with boyfriends and girl-
friends. They enjoyed fun-filled jaunts to Winnipeg Beach on the
Moonlight train.

Libby returned to Milwaukee after one year but the girls kept up their
friendship by phone and mail. Each married, had children and, over time,
arranged to meet with their families in different cities and holiday resorts.
Yetta recalled the good times in Hawaii, Las Vegas, San Francisco,
California and even Disneyland.

They gathered for special occasions; bar mitzvahs, weddings, anniver-
saries or birthdays. Every celebration was an excuse to get together, “We
tried to meet every other year”, said Libby.

The decades rolled by. Their children became adults, the two women
grew older, spouses passed away. Now widows, they still remained in
close contact and their children have become friends.

I was curious to know why they kept up this liason. Libby
Rymascewski, née Wasserman, explained: “We are so much alike. Yetta
is vivacious, warm and we never argue.”

“What did you do when you met?” I asked.
“We went shopping, to plays, We enjoyed talking and being together,”

Libby answered. They shared the stellar moments in their lives and com-
miserated together over the sad times.

Yetta’s daughter, Diane Levit, remembers some of their family jaunts.
“Just about one year ago we met in Arizona. to see ‘Fiddler On The
Roof’.“ Diane acknowledged that Libby has a good memory and remem-
bers places and dates. When the two golden agers got together, she said,
they liked to travel leisurely “down memory lane”.

On this visit they both were eager to explore their childhood places.
They drove to Magnus Avenue but sadly, Plosker’s grocery store and the
old homes were no longer there. Recalling rollicking times, they even
went as far as Gimli. 

Libby revisited with aunt and uncles, on her mother’s side: Izzy and
Jack Shapiro, Harry and Bessy Shapiro and Israel Basofsky. She remem-
bers that her mother often brought her to Winnipeg for family affairs.

These days Libby travels with her daughter, Sandra Walters. The youth-
ful looking senior says her immediate plans for the future include
Carlsbad, California to visit a granddaughter and her children. 

Yetta still lives in her longtime Garden City home. Libby remains at an
Arizona residence called “Freedom Plaza” near Phoenix. Both are hop-
ing to meet again soon.
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From Impossible to I’m Possible
Rabbi Bill S. Tepper - Temple Shalom of Winnipeg

In a scene from a film I recently viewed, a self-help guru informs his lis-
teners how the word impossible, by way of re-arranging the first two letters,
is changed to I’m possible. 

I am affected by this idea:  how one might transform endeavours otherwise
viewed as impossible to the realm of the possible.   

That being said, and with our High Holy Day season in the very near future,
may all of Winnipeg’s Jewish community undertake these vows:

As a person who honours and values my Judaism - I’m possible.
As a person who cares about my Jewish community, locally, nationally and

internationally - I’m possible.
As a person who cares about the future of our Jewish youth – I’m possible.
As a person with resources to share with my shul, synagogue or temple -

I’m possible. 
As a person who believes in welcoming and inclusive communities - I’m

possible.
As a person who understands the importance Talmud Torah - life-long

learning - I’m possible.
As a person who wishes to link arms and develop partnerships with the

larger non-Jewish community – I’m possible.
As a person devoted to imbuing the new Jewish year – 5779 – with peace,

meaning and reward – I’m possible.
As a person who perpetuates hesed – kindness, and tzedakah - justice – I’m

possible. 
And as a person who will not settle for the impossible – I’m possible. 
Shanah Tovah and a year of peace, health and the possible. 

Temple Shalom Calendar
Aug 17 6:15 pm Shabbat Service lay led by Faye Mount
Aug 24 6:15 pm Shabbat Service lay led by Tyler Pearce & 

Marc Schaeffer
Aug 31 6:15 pm Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth Livingston
Sept 1 10:00pm Leil S’lichot service led by Len Udow, 

Sherry Elazar & Allan Finkel
Sept 7 7:30 pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Bill Tepper & 

Cantor Len Udow
Sept 9 7:30 pm Erev Rosh Hashonah service w Rabbi Tepper, 

Cantor Udow & the Temple Shalom Choir
Sept 10 9 am Children’s service

10 am Rosh Hashonah service led by Rabbi Tepper & 
Cantor Udow 

Sept 11 10 am Rosh Hashonah service led by Rabbi Tepper
Sept 16 10:30 am Tashlich service, meet at the Duck Pond, 

Assiniboine Park

Libby Rymascewski (left) and Yetta Levit plan to be friends forever.

A remarkable friendship
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Rabbi’s message

Rosh Hashanah: Reclaiming G-d
Rabbi Yosef Benarroch
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia 

One of the best-known prayers in our liturgy is the “Aleynu
Leshbeach” prayer. It is recited every day at the end of the prayers. The
classic melody of “Aleynu Leshabeach” is sung in unison in syna-
gogues around the world. I would venture to say that most people
could recite it by heart. 

Besides being recited every day at the conclusion of our prayers, it is
also recited during the Rosh Hashanah Musaf service - not at the end
of the prayers but smack in the middle. Here too, the melody is a clas-
sic one, sung by the Chazan and congregation, invoking a sense of
awe. 

A Chasidic tale explains why on Rosh Hashanah “Aleynu
Leshabeach” is moved from the end of the prayers to the high point of
our prayers.

The tale goes something like this: Once the prayer of Aleynu
Leshabeach came before G-d and said, “I am the final prayer. When I
am recited the Jewish people have already removed their Tefilin, they
have already wrapped their Talit, and they recite me with one foot
already out of the synagogue door. Am I not important? Why was I
placed at the end of the prayers?” G-d answered, “My friend, you are
very important. I know you were placed at the end of the prayers, but
I will reward you and on the High Holidays I will place you at the pin-
nacle of the prayers. You will begin the prayer of ‘Kingship’
(Malchuyot). Then surely the Jewish people will be careful when they
recite you.”

It’s a beautiful story, but surely there must be more to it. Let me sug-
gest the following:

Rabbi Yoel Sirkes (Bach), one of the illustrious Torah scholars in
Poland (1561-1640) wrote a beautiful explanation of “Aleynu
Leshabeach” that sheds light on this question. He stated the following:
“The reason “Aleynu Leshabeach” is said at the end of our prayers is
to drive into our hearts that when we leave the synagogue to go to our
homes we should have a firm belief in G-d and that he is one. This
should be firmly established in our hearts and minds…As we go out to
do our business we should not turn our hearts to foreign g-ds”. Rabbi
Sirkes claimed that, while “Aleynu Leshabeach” may end our prayers,
it also begins our day. 

“Aleynu Leshabeach” reinforces our belief in G-d. In the prayer we
acknowledge G-d’s kingship in the world, we reject all forms of idol-
atry, we pray for the day that G-d will be known to all of humanity, and
that on that day everyone will know that G-d is one and his name is
one. In essence then, “Aleynu Leshabeach” is not an ending but a
beginning. True, it may be at the end of our prayers, but it is at the
beginning of our day. It is the one thought we need to get the day
going.

On Rosh Hashanah it is said in the middle of the prayers because
Rosh Hashanah is the beginning of the year. Just as we begin every day
with G-d on our minds, so too we begin the new year with G-d on our
minds. This gets to the heart of what Rosh Hashanah is all about. On
Rosh Hashanah we reclaim G-d. 

Sadly, today G-d is so often left out of the conversation. 
Judaism teaches that the world is better with G-d in it. Belief in G-d

humbles us. It gives us hope, and it makes us accountable for our
actions. 

Here is a sad statistic. In the latest Pew study on G-d and religion,
Jews ranked LAST amongst all religions in belief. That is staggering
when you take into account that it was Abraham, our forefather, who
introduced G-d into the world. So yes, it is time we reclaim G-d. It’s
time we talk more about G-d, in our schools, in our synagogues, and to
our children. 

Wishing you all a Shana Tova
A healthy and happy New Year

Jewish Law height of undemocratic behaviour
Members of the Knesset  are threatening the Israeli Supreme Court that

it must rule in the government’s favour in the case of the recently passed
Jewish Law, which claims the  State of Israel for Jews alone. This is the
height of antidemocratic behaviour. In no western democracy would
members of a parliament threatening its supreme court be tolerated.  

This is of fundamental importance because it goes to the very core of
how a nation defines itself. Are there democratic values  within the State
of Israel? What is the political culture in Israel these days?  How anti-
democractic has  the political culture in Israel become when its court sys-
tem is put into question by the very political leaders whose role it should
be  to protect the values and rule of law based on objective decision mak-
ing at all levels? Israel is known to have some brilliant jurists. Their
objectivity must at all costs be protected to ensure that courts are allowed
to function without inference by government officials or any Members of
the Knesset.
Alan Levy

LETTER

Birthright co-founder Charles Bronfman says if young 
Jews want to criticize Israel, they should pay their own way

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Birthright Israel co-founder and billionaire
philanthropist Charles Bronfman said that young Jews are free to criticize
Israel – but not while enjoying a free trip.

“If people want to call Israel names and say bad things about the coun-
try, they certainly have the right to free speech. But they don’t have the
right to do it on our nickel,” he told the Israeli daily Haaretz in an inter-
view published Wednesday.

His comments come after at least two groups of American Jews visit-
ing Israel on the 10-day trip walked off the tour to join left-wing groups
on visits to Palestinians. The walk-offs reportedly were encouraged by
IfNotNow, a left-wing American-Jewish group.
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Community news/Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Hebrew writers did not always want to immigrate to Israel. Many

of them felt that Zionism is a cultural stand rather than a political
one. They were cosmopolitan Europeans who wrote in Hebrew.
Among the many books I brought back from Israel, Maya Arad’s
“The Hebrew Teacher” stands out. Arad who lives in California tells
the story of Israelis who immigrated to America and may never go
back. She is a diaspora Hebrew writer. The future of Jewish culture
is everywhere and for everyone to have. 

Jewish Radio Hour - Upcoming Shows
Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM CDT

on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com
On August 19th, Gerry Posner’s guest will be 96 year old former

Winnipeger Dr. Meyer Brownstone, a leader as a public servant for
close to 70 years. Rochelle Zucker will premier a CD by Winnipeg’s
Jane Enkin and a group of virtuoso musicians from Montreal: Tango
Yona - Yiddish To The Heart.

On August 26th, Regine Frankel will interview Ran Ukashi who
has been appointed by B’nai Brith to the position of National
Director of the League for Human Rights. Rochelle Zucker’s focus
will be on “Yiddish in Paris 2018”, the summer course she recently
attended. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Lanny Remis Speakers Forum
luncheon on Thursdays, 11:45 to 1:30

Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
Attendance is open to all. 

Upcoming speakers: 

August 16th – Floyd Babcock, a recently retired judge for Citizen
Immigration, he is also Director Emeritus of the Cardus Institute, a
Christian ‘think tank’, which independently researches 2000 years
of social thought as it applies to Canadian foundational values.
Presently Cardus focuses on six major areas, each emphasizing the
promotion of a flourishing society. Lloyd has chosen to address us
on Religious Freedom. 

August 23rd – Jordan Bighorn is a member of the Baha’i Faith, a
religion which teaches the unity and equality of all people. He will
be speaking to us of the rich history of the Baha’i Faith in Haifa,
Israel. Jordan was born in Seattle, Washington, of Fort Peck
Assiniboine Community and of Lakota heritage, a.k.a. Teton Sioux,
one of the seven Sioux tribes of the Plains. He was selected as one
of Manitoba’s Heroes in 2014, for his work supporting First Nations
youth, helping them overcome negative generational cycles.

August 30th – At age 5, Hannah Taylor, (Manitoba Hero of 2017),
saw a man eating out of a garbage can on a frozen winter day. That
day the world changed for her. Subsequently, by age 8, she had
founded The Ladybug Foundation Inc. Two years later, in 2006, she
founded The Ladybug Foundation Education Program Inc.; in 2009,
National Red Scarf Day, etc. To date these charities have raised mil-
lions of dollars to support the homeless and hungry, and that’s just
the beginning. Named a Manitoba Hero in 2017, we will hear the
story directly from this outstanding young woman.

The weekly luncheons cost $20.00 (which is paid to Shaarey
Zedek) and will include an occasional "sponsored" dessert.   A
dessert can be sponsored for $54.  If you would like to be a sponsor,
contact Sandra Caplan at caplansb1@gmail.com or Sid Halpern at
sid.halpern@gmail.com
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Joanne Seiff

Travelling with family – it’s in the details

If you ever read Jewish texts, you’ll notice that
we care about the details. Rabbis, and many
of us who aren’t, spend many hours dis-

cussing the finer points of how to do something.
For some, this is about ritual. How do we say this
blessing? Light the candles in order? Perform
this commandment?

Others will insist they aren’t observant, but
even if their mindset is not organized around

mitzvot (commandments), they can spend hours debating details about the
best bagel or party sandwich. Or, if they are “above” all that, ask them a
question about their political affiliation or ideology. Yup. Sooner or later,
that person will immerse himself in all the details.

I pondered this today, while I packed for a trip. You see, like many new-
comers to Canada, in order to see family, I can’t walk or drive over to see
a family member for dinner. There are no sleepovers with grandparents for
my kids, or access to a family cottage. We spend many hours doing face
time, videos, emails, and phone conversations with our families in the U.S.
Even so, they pressure us to come to visit, to come to their vacation places
(called the cabin or farm house, but sharing many similarities with the cot-
tages here) and more.

In order to manage, I make lists
and plan like crazy. My husband and
I create complicated travel plans. We
try for months in advance to arrange
things ‘just so’ so we’ll see everyone.
(Sometimes, we do all this interna-
tional travel and in the end, one of
our siblings somehow just can’t
manage to drive a half hour to see us
after all!)

We book the dogs into a fancy ken-
nel which we call ‘dog camp’ when describing it to our kids. No matter
how much the airplane tickets end up costing, that dog camp bill at the end
is sometimes as much as $500-$1000, depending on how long we’re away. 

For days before a trip, I’m rescheduling or cancelling things…the news-
paper, the vegetable bin from our local farm subscription, and more. It’s all
set up to be as quick as possible for me, but even so, there’s always some-
thing I haven’t done yet or didn’t accomplish in advance as I’d planned.
(Trust me, it can be hard to fix things when calling from another country) 

In some ways, we’re lucky. We can afford to fly (once or twice a year) –
because if we didn’t, we couldn’t manage the trip. It would be hard to take
so many days off work and it would take us days to travel by car to the US
east coast and back. Unlike our friends who have moved from Europe or
Israel, the airfare is ‘less’ expensive…although anyone who has travelled
to DC or NYC lately knows the airfare is still not exactly free.

Although my husband tries to help whenever he can before or after work,
inevitably I’m packing for three of us (the twins and me), and buying extra
dog food to set everything up to go to the kennel, too. This time, as I raced
around, my husband brought the dogs to the kennel while I had two frenet-
ic seven year old helpers. Camp Gan Yisrael is over, school hasn’t started –
so things either involve both kids or have to be fit into the crevices when
they are sleeping or maybe watching a kids’ TV show. Although they gen-
erally play nicely together, they sense the crazy energy in the household, and
so a toy ends up being used by a twin to crack the other twin over the head.

I’m writing this column just before we leave town for a week…this time
to see friends and family in Montreal, Vermont, and upstate New York. As
I struggled to get everything packed and arranged, I began to wonder if I’d
find time to fit in a column. My family came to the rescue and suggested I
present this experience to you.

Tomorrow, our alarm will go off at 2:45AM, so we can catch a taxi by
3:15. The flight leaves at 5 AM. (If it isn’t ready tonight, honey, it ain’t
gonna be ready!) However, the experience I am describing, the massive
effort to travel, the energy and time it takes, the distances Jews travel to be
with family – these aren’t new things.

Jewish families have moved and travelled this way, for work, to be with
family, and to escape economic and
religious persecution, for thousands
of years. It started out on a trip to
Egypt, or maybe long before. My
experience sometimes feels stressful
in Winnipeg, where it seems like I’m
surrounded by large extended Jewish
families living nearby and support-
ing one another. However, I’m lucky
– my family isn’t escaping persecu-
tion or danger. 

While hard, long distance isn’t
what it used to be. When we moved to another country it didn’t mean we’d
never see our loved ones again. My family didn’t have to rely on Jewish
community charities to resettle as refugees. Preparing for travel is a time to
focus on the details. If you’ll excuse me, I’ve got to pack the snacks and
water bottles. I promise to return to Jewish textual details, and community
matters when I return. For now, I’m checking on how my kids stuffed their
back packs with loveys and extra toys. 

Happy summer! Safe travels, wherever you might go.
Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-

tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community – From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. This book’s available at McNally-Robinson and online at
Amazon in hard copy and digital download. Read more on her blog:
www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF

In order to manage, I make lists and plan like
crazy. My husband and I create complicated trav-
el plans. We try for months in advance to arrange
things ‘just so’ so we’ll see everyone. (Sometimes,
we do all this international travel and in the end,
one of our siblings somehow just can’t manage to

drive a half hour to see us after all!)
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Community news

Over 80 adults of all ages gath-
ered together outdoors at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue on a
beautiful Thursday evening, July
26 for what was labeled a “Tu
B’Av” party. 

(Tu B'Av is  the ancient Jewish
celebration of love.)

Along with appetizers and
punch, a bonfire, music, dancing
and ice cream, attendees also
heard from Rabbi Anibal Mass
and Dr. Rena Secter Elbaze, both
of whom “talked about love”.

See article on page 7 for infor-
mation on the next similar SZ get-
together.

Shaarey Zedek holds “Tu B’Av” party

(Okay - so not all
guests were adults.)
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Books

Fringe performer Randy Ross has written a hilarious book –
but boy, is it raunchy!

God Bless Cambodia
By Randy Ross
The Permanent Press, New York
302 pages
Published 2017
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

Randy Ross is a writer, performer,
and web consultant. I met Randy
recently when I went to watch his

Fringe show, titled “God Bless
Cambodia”. I had printed a blurb about
Randy’s upcoming show in our July 4
issue – along with blurbs for nine other
shows that were going to feature Jewish
performers.

This year, by the way, I had decided I
was going to make a concerted effort to actually go and watch each of the
performers whose shows I previewed in this paper. It’s kind of a restrictive
approach to attending Fringe shows though; I didn’t go to a show unless it
had a Jewish performer in it. That meant I was going to be depriving myself
of the opportunity to see some really good shows but, what the hey, even if
it was an offbeat style of choosing shows, there might be some diamonds
in the rough, I thought.

I was pleasantly surprised, however, by how good most of the shows I
ended up seeing were. After a while though, I began to see a pattern among
the performers whose shows I was watching. They were mostly American,
many of them had backgrounds in academe, and several of them had roots
in the northeastern U.S. I always tried to engage them in conversation fol-
lowing their shows – if they had time.

As luck would have it, Randy’s show had the smallest audience of any
show I attended; only four others were in the audience at Red River
College that weekday afternoon. I thought to myself: “This is really embar-
rassing for the performer.” But, Randy was a pro and put on what I thought
was a really good show, even though the whole time he was doing his
shtick I kept thinking to myself: “God, where does he get the motivation to
carry on as if he’s appearing in front of a real crowd?” 

At the end of his show, Randy said that he had copies of his book for sale,
also titled God Bless Cambodia. I sidled up to him and said I wanted to buy
a copy of his book. Then I asked him if he wanted to go for a beer. 

The character Randy had played in his show though, was not all that like-
able, so I was sort of expecting the real Randy Ross to be similar. The
onstage Randy was a neurotic, pill popping misanthrope, who has had a
series of failed relationships with women all through his adult lifetime. In
fact, he’s kept a spreadsheet listing the names of every woman he’s dated,
along with columns ticking off the things he liked about them and what he
didn’t like. 

Moreover, during the play, the character Randy plays is a former maga-
zine editor who’s lost his job and has decided to blow his severance pay on
a four-month trip around the world - where he was hoping to have sex, he
said, but where he would certainly drink a lot and ingest a copious number
of pharmaceuticals. 

I expected Randy to be somewhat like that character, but it turned out he
wasn’t at all. When we sat down and talked, I found that Randy was a real-
ly likeable guy. Not only that, we had a lot in common; I was editor of a
paper and Randy was a former executive editor at PC World (which has
since ceased publication as a print magazine and is now only available
online). He also holds a masters degree in journalism from Northwestern
University.

But – he only had five people in his audience the day I saw his show! I
couldn’t get that out of my mind as I sat down to start reading his book. In
a short while, however, I began to realize: “This guy can write – and he’s
very, very funny.” While the character Randy played in his Fringe show
was downright pathetic, the character in the book (also named Randy, by
the way, but whose last name is Burns, not Ross), may be somewhat of a
loser in love, but he’s certainly not a nebbish.

Randy Burns may be Jewish, by the way, but there’s nothing identifiably
Jewish about him in the way that middle-aged Jewish men are often depict-
ed in American fiction. He’s 48 years old in the book and is actually in pret-
ty good shape physically. For instance, during his round-the-world travels,
Randy searches out beaches where he can do some serious windsurfing.
He’s also game to try just about anything that’s proposed to him, including
bungee jumping into a ravine that’s equivalent to the height of three Empire
State buildings.

I found this book quite hilarious. Randy Ross can deliver a punchline like
a well-polished comedian. A word of warning though: Randy Burns is not
exactly a feminist in his approach to women. He sizes up practically every
woman he encounters in terms of what it would be like to go to bed with
her. And, even when he does luck out in that area, he finds reasons to sab-
otage the relationship. Parts of the book deal with Randy’s relationship
with his analyst, whose name – appropriately, is Moody. Moody constant-

ly attempts to have Randy analyze
his self-destructive behaviour, but
Randy fends off Moody’s serious-
ness with glib defensiveness.

During his travels, Randy does
carry on an e-mail correspondence
with the one woman, named Ricki,
with whom he has come closest to
maintaining a real relationship.
Ricki’s emails to Randy are
viciously condescending though –
and don’t offer a glimmer of hope
to him that they might be able to
renew the relationship, but they are
gut-bustingly funny. 

As he makes his way from
Venezuela to Greece, then South
Africa, Cambodia, Vietnam, and
finally Australia, Randy puts him-
self into the worst sorts of accom-
modation, eats anything without
paying too much attention to the
rampant dangers inherent in ingest-

ing native foods, and strikes out repeatedly with women of all stripes and
colours. And, when he finally does have sex - he has to pay for it.

When I sat down with Randy Ross after his Fringe show, we discussed
how difficult it is to get men to read novels that aren’t thrillers or myster-
ies. I don’t know whether he was accurate or not, but he said that women
make up 90 percent of the readers of novels. I told him that my experience
in trying to create a book club (with the Rady JCC) that would also appeal
to men would tend to bear out that assessment.

But, if you’re a guy and you’re interested in reading a thoroughly
raunchy, often disgusting, but consistently funny account of a middle-aged
Jewish man’s adventures in some of the worst locales imaginable, you cer-
tainly won’t be wrong to buy a copy of God Bless Cambodia. From what I
can see though, you’ll have to order it online though Amazon, either print
or Kindle version, but it’s only $7.08 for the print version.

I’d consider recommending this book to our book club, but I don’t want
to have to sit through the abuse that would be heaped upon me for asking
women to read a book in which the main character is a pill-popping heavy
drinker who’s obsessed with finding a woman with whom he can have sex.

As Randy wrote in the notes about his play: “A never-married hypochon-
driac travels the world seeking the woman of his dreams. Remember Eat,
Pray, Love? This is nothing like it. God Bless Cambodia offers an unflinch-
ing look at how men really feel about sex, love, marriage, and massage par-
lors.” Oy! 

Israeli hospitals see record-breaking baby boom
(JTA) — Several hospitals in Israel have reported record-breaking

numbers of deliveries of newborns.
Maternity wards in most of Israel’s hospitals are at capacity, with some

mothers being referred to other departments and others having their
babies delivered in hallways, Ynet reported Thursday.

The uptick is connected to rising fertility rates and the fact that there is
a significantly higher number of births during the summer months com-
pared to winter, according to the report. August is typically the month
with the most births.

Soroka Hospital in Beersheba broke its record for births in a month
with 1,518 deliveries in July, slightly more than the 1,510 in July last
year. The record number is nearly a 10 percent increase over the average
of 1,395 births recorded there during the month of July over the past six
years. Soroka has approximately 17,000 births annually; Shaare Zedek
Medical Center in Jerusalem has been delivering more than 22,000
babies a year on its two campuses.

Two other hospitals also set records for July: Ichilov in Tel Aviv and
Haemek in Afula.

Ichilov, which had the second-largest number of births, saw 1,014
births in July – a nearly 10 percent rise above its monthly average of 916
births. It opened a new maternity ward last month with 51 private rooms
and a new infant department.

Haemek is among the smaller hospitals that also witnessed a noticeable
increase. It had 392 births in July, compared to 341 in that month last
year.

In 2016, Israel had 181,405 deliveries — August led the way with
16,540 — and a fertility rate of 3.11 children per mother. It’s by far the
highest fertility rate among the members of the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development, which has 34 industrialized
nations. Israel had a fertility rate of four children per mother in 1970, but
it dropped to 2.9 by 1999 before climbing to its current level.

The average fertility rate within the OECD is 1.7 children per mother.

Randy Ross, former execu-
tive editor at PC World at
Winnipeg’s Fringe Festival
this year
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Analysis

Trump and his foreign policy team are on separate pages. What
does it mean for Israel and Iran?

WASHINGTON (JTA) – President Donald
Trump says he’s ready to meet Iran’s leadership
without preconditions. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo seems to have preconditions.

The disconnect of recent weeks was sharpened
August 8 when the White House announced the
reimposition of sanctions on Iran, the first to be
reintroduced since Trump announced in May that
he was pulling out of the 2015 Iran nuclear deal.

Pompeo, speaking with the media on Sunday and heralding the new sanc-
tions, insisted everything was as clear as day.

“So the president and I, too, have been very clear,” Pompeo said. “We’re
very hopeful that we can find a way to move forward, but it’s going to
require enormous change on the part of the Iranian regime.”

“Enormous change” was a reference to 12 conditions that Pompeo laid
out in May after Trump quit the plan, which relieved sanctions on Iran in
exchange for the rollback of its nuclear program.

The conditions included an end to Iran’s enrichment of uranium (the 2015
deal allowed limited low enrichment), “unqualified access” for nuclear
inspectors (under the deal, some inspections required a head’s up of sever-
al weeks), a cessation of Iran’s adventurism in the region as well as its bal-
listic missile program, and the release of all imprisoned Americans.

So those are preconditions for a new deal and not necessarily a meeting,
right?

Trump and Pompeo don’t seem to agree.
“No preconditions, no, they want to meet I’ll meet, anytime they want,”

Trump said July 30.

Pompeo said two hours later on CNBC: “We’ve said this before. He
wants to meet with folks to solve problems. If the Iranians demonstrate a
commitment to make fundamental changes in how they treat their own peo-
ple, reduce their malign behavior, can agree that it’s worthwhile to enter
into a nuclear agreement that actually prevents proliferation, then the pres-
ident said he’s prepared to sit down and have the conversation with them.”

So what gives? We canvassed Iran experts.

The learning curve theory.
Jason Brodsky, the policy director for United Against Nuclear Iran, a

group that opposed the Joint Comprehensive Plan for Action, or JCPOA,
the name of the Iran deal, said Trump was a businessman learning how to
be a politician and a diplomat.

“I think the president believes he has the ability by virtue of his person-
ality and negotiating experience to be the great negotiator and to close
deals he thinks are strong for the United States,” Brodsky said.

Since July 30, Trump appears to have retreated from the “no precondi-
tions” posture.

“Iran, and its economy, is going very bad, and fast!” he posted on Twitter
over the weekend. “I will meet, or not meet, it doesn’t matter – it is up to
them!”

“I think after reflection this tweet is an effort to clean up or clarify it’s up
to Iran and the ball is in their court,” Brodsky said.

The bluff theory
National Security Adviser John Bolton spoke Monday morning on the

Fox News Channel as the announcement came that new sanctions would
roll out at midnight. He suggested that Trump’s offer to meet was a means
of calling the Iranian bluff.

“They flatly turned him down and I think that’s an indication they’re not
serious about stopping their malign behavior,” Bolton said.

Bolton apparently was referring to a televised address Monday in which
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said that any meeting would be contin-
gent on the United States rejoining the JCPOA.

“If you stab someone with a knife and then you say you want talks, then
the first thing you have to do is remove the knife,” Rouhani said, accord-
ing to Reuters.

Mark Dubowitz, the director of the Foundation for the Defense of
Democracies, said Trump’s gambit paid off.

“He saw it as a way of throwing the Islamic Republic off balance,”
Dubowitz said. “They rejected it and did not know how to respond.”

Except maybe it’s the Iranians who are on a learning curve. Later
Monday, Rouhani told Iranian television that in fact he was ready to meet
without preconditions.

“I don’t have preconditions,” he said, according to CNN. “If the U.S.
government is willing, let’s start right now.”

It was Bolton, told of Rouhani’s 180, who seemed to be off balance.
“Let’s see what comes of it and see if it’s just propaganda,” Bolton said

Monday afternoon on CNN. “If the Iranians are really willing to come and
talk about all of their malign behavior in the region and around the world,
I think the president is willing to do it.”

The chaos theory
Jarrett Blanc, the former State Department coordinator for Iran nuclear

deal implementation, said Trump’s actions only made sense when seen
through the lens of personality, not policy.

“The only way to understand how the Trump administration has handled
the JCPOA is that President Trump hated the deal because it was conclud-
ed by his hated predecessor” Barack Obama, said Blanc, who now works
with Diplomacy Works, which backs the JCPOA.

That, Blanc said, led the president’s aides to scramble to explain the pol-
icy: Hawks like Bolton and Pompeo seized on the pullout to advance a
regime-change agenda. Others – apologists for Trump’s erratic behavior –
cast it as Trump’s style, depicting him as the guy who is always ready to
make a deal.

“This administration has been forced into ex-post facto rationalization,”
Blanc said.

Dubowitz disagreed, saying Trump’s toughness on Iran was of a piece
with his advisers.

“Iran policy is one of the few areas in the administration where there is
consistency and coherence, and there is no daylight between the president
and his principals on objectives and tactics,” he said.

What happens next
The sanctions to be reimposed at midnight target Iran’s currency, its trade

in gold and other minerals and mineral byproducts, and Iran’s automotive
sector.

On Nov. 5, much tougher sanctions come into play targeting Iran’s ports,
its oil and its financial system.

On the horizon are new tensions between the Trump administration and
Europe, already exacerbated by Trump’s imposition of tariffs. The reim-
posed sanctions target third-party entities that trade with Iran. (Under U.S.
law, U.S. trade with Iran is practically nil). Europe stands by the JCPOA,
and on Monday announced measures to protect European companies that
deal with Iran.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu commended Trump for the
reimposition of sanctions and called on European nations to follow his
lead.

“This is an important moment for Israel, the U.S., the region and the
entire world,” Netanyahu, who vigorously opposed the JCPOA, said in a
statement. “It represents the determination to curb Iran’s aggression in the
region and its ongoing intention to arm itself with nuclear weapons. I call
upon the countries of Europe, which talk about stopping Iran, to join this
measure.”

There is one major event bringing the United States and Iran into the
same building between now and Nov. 5: the U.N. General Assembly in
September. Trump last year reportedly sought a meeting with Rouhani at
last year’s G.A.; will it happen this year?

Judging from the about-faces that have taken place in the space of a
week, it’s too soon to predict.

President Donald Trump, right, and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
appear to have different views on Iran. 

(Illustration by Charles Dunst/JTA; photo: Maxpixel, Wikimedia Commons)

By

RON KAMPEAS
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Opinion

New Israeli Nation State Law acknowledgement of reality, changes nothing
By MYRON LOVE

The Knesset passage of a new “Nation State Law” on July 19 has pro-
voked the usual hand-wringing and gnashing of teeth in liberal/pro-
gressive circles in the Western world.

I, for one, fail to see what the big deal is. The Nationality Law – much
like the Trump Administration decision last fall to recognize Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital – is simply restating the obvious. Jerusalem has been cen-
tral to the Jewish people for 3,000 years and has been Israel’s capital city
since the establishment of the state 70 years ago.

And, diplomats from all countries that have diplomatic relations with
Israel have to go to Jerusalem to present their credentials, thereby implic-
itly recognizing the reality that Jerusalem is Israel’s capital. The Americans
moving their embassy to Jerusalem has changed nothing.

As Michael Curtis pointed out in the online publication American
Thinker on August 1, the Nation State Law states that Israel is the historic
homeland of the Jewish nation, that the State of Israel is the nation-state of
the Jewish nation, in which it realizes its natural, cultural, religious, and
historical right to national self-determination. The law declares Hebrew the
national language. Arabic, as a national language, is explained as having a
special status, and the use of the Arabic language will be required in gov-
ernment offices. The law, rejecting the allegation that Israel is a “settler-
colonial” state, sees Jewish settlement as a national value.

The Balfour Declaration 100 years ago recognized the Holy Land as the
homeland of the Jewish People – with the stipulation that the establishment
of a Jewish homeland must not “prejudice the civil and religious rights of
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine (which has been the case).

The United Nations in 1948 recognized the new State of Israel as a
Jewish state (alongside a Palestinian state that not only the Palestinian lead-
ership but the entire Arab world rejected).

The State of Israel functions as a Jewish state officially, largely observ-
ing Jewish law and Jewish holy days just as Muslim countries and
Christian countries officially observe Muslim and Christian holy days.

Hebrew is and always has been the official language of the country.
Downgrading Arabic from an “official” language to a “special” language
changes nothing.

So, what’s going to be different?
As Joseph Puder, writing in the July 31 edition of the online journal

FrontPage Magazine, points out, according to a new Pew Research Center
analysis, more than 80 countries favor a specific religion, either as an offi-
cial, government-endorsed religion or by affording preferential treatment
of one religion over other faiths. Islam is the most common government-
endorsed faith, with 27 countries (including most in the Middle East -
North Africa region) officially enshrining Islam as their state religion. By
comparison, just 13 countries, including nine European countries designate
Christianity or a particular denomination as their state religion. 

“That alone shows the hypocrisy of those criticizing Israel’s passing of
the Nationality law,” Puder asserts. “In most of the Arab counties that have
Islam as their government-designated religion, there are large non-Muslim
minorities. In Egypt, at least 10 percent of the population is Christian
(mostly Coptic). 

“In Europe, Britain has a large Muslim presence and other minorities, but
Christianity, and more specifically the Church of England or Anglicanism
is the government-designated state religion. In Scotland, it is the
Presbyterian Church. In Denmark, Iceland and Norway, Lutheranism is
their state religion. Orthodox Christianity is the case in Greece and
Armenia.”

Most Muslim majority countries are officially designated as Muslim states
governed by Sharia law. Is there any international outcry about these coun-
tries (where minority Christians have no protection from harassment, abuse
and worse as compared to the favourable conditions for minorities in Israel)?

As Curtis points out, the Nation State Law “in fact is largely symbolic,
arising from the problem that Israel does not have a written constitution.
The nature of the system and the existence and maintenance of equal rights
have to be determined from the Basic Laws. The Nationality Law is now
one of them. It states the name of the country, Israel; the Star of David on
the flag; the menorah as the state emblem; “Hatikvah” as the state anthem;
and Jerusalem as the capital. The Jewish national movement has expressed
itself in clear fashion.”

Curtis adds that Israel’s Declaration of Independence, which is not affect-
ed by the new Jewish Nation-State Law, also promises equality to all citi-
zens, irrespective of their religion or color or race. It states:

“The State of Israel will foster the development of the country for all its
inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged by
the prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete equality of social and politi-
cal rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will
guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, language, education and cul-
ture; it will safeguard the Holy Places of all religions; and it will be faith-
ful to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.”

In its August 6 edition (online) Israel Hayom adds Druze and Christian
voices in support of the Nation State Law. Aata Farhat is head of the Druze
Zionist Council, an Israeli Druze and a proud supporter of the law.

“In recent days,” the article quotes Farhat as saying, “there is no Druze

in the world who can claim a better and freer life than the Druze citizens of
Israel. The law does not deprive us in the least, and preserves Israel as the
nation-state of the Jewish people. It is in our clear interest.”

Capt. (res.) Shadi Haloul is the head of the Israeli Christian Aramaic
Association. He also runs a pre-military preparatory program for Jews and
Christian Arabs. The Israel Hayom article quotes him as saying that the
new law “actually cements the rights of minorities.

“As an Israeli Maronite Aramaic Christian, belonging to the minority and
enjoying freedom in Israel, I actually understand the importance of this
Law. Yes, our forefathers supported, for ideological reasons, the realization
of the Jewish nation in the Land of Israel. But my support of the National
Law arises as well from the bitter Lebanese experience: I believe that
Jewish Nationalism declared by Israeli law in fact guarantees that she will
continue to be a democracy, and it also promises me that I will remain
secure as a member of a religious minority. Experience teaches us that the
Jewish majority in Israel appreciates democracy and is faithful to its prin-
ciples. It must be emphasized that the Jewish state is based upon the Jews
as a People and not on religious law. Therefore, Israel is very different from
religious states such as the Islamic Republics that are governed according
to Sharia Law. 

“For Jews there is the right of national self-determination, just like the
United Kingdom, Poland or Ireland. The National Law is new, but its
essence is ancient: it is the culmination of both historical ambition and con-
temporary reality; this Basic Law, together with earlier Basic Laws promise
to maintain the democratic nature of Israel.”

special bond with the Druze community,
which serves in the Israeli military.
Moreover, the law has damaged ties with
the Jewish Diaspora, especially in the
United States, which Israel can ill afford.

In a world increasingly defined by images, the new law creates bad
optics and plays into the hands of Israel’s adversaries, who are already
predisposed to single out Israel in the international arena.

The law must be amended in ways that align it fully with Israel’s
Declaration of Independence, which states that the country “will ensure
complete equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irre-
spective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion,
conscience, language, education and culture.”

Article 4 must be amended to restore the standing of Arabic as one of
the state’s official languages.

Although the focus of less attention, Article 6, which deals with ties
between Israel and World Jewry, should also be amended to underline the
strategic value of these relations and to enshrine the principles of part-
nership, peoplehood and unity.

An amended law should be passed by a larger majority in the Knesset
and should be written in flexible and broad terms that reflect the dynam-
ic nature of Israeli society.

But the sky is not falling. Israel’s democratic character is safeguarded
through myriad, overlapping mechanisms, including a wide body of
quasi-constitutional legislation, an independent judiciary, a vibrant civil
society and one of the world’s most free-wheeling media sectors.

Moreover, Israeli democracy is resilient and has flourished despite our
country’s long and intense struggle for security and peace. Far lesser
security and political challenges have seriously damaged democratic life
in other countries, Turkey being just the latest example.

Democracy has many models. The United Kingdom, a well-established
democracy, lacks a written constitution. The U.S. has just two political
parties and winner-take-all elections. Israel, unique among democracies,
has a low electoral threshold and rules that allow even the narrowest of
constituencies to gain representation in national politics.

Over many decades, Israel built up a body of quasi-constitutional law
that judiciously reinforced and routinized the country’s democratic insti-
tutions. The supporters of the new law argued that it was time to further
enshrine the state’s Jewish character, and this set off an unfortunate com-
petition among certain factions for narrow, populist political gain.

Although the measure tilts the balance toward the Jewish identification
of the state, it does not override the many checks and balances that infuse
Israel’s democracy, including the sacred principle of equality.

And don’t think for a minute that some minority political leaders are
not using this ill-advised law to grandstand and pursue their own politi-
cal agendas. The fallout from the law obscures many new, positive devel-
opments, including soaring rates of Arab advancement in higher educa-
tion and in the workplace, including for women.

There is much more that needs to be done to ensure greater opportuni-
ties for peripheral populations – Arab, Bedouin, Druze and even Jewish
– but this misguided law does nothing to nullify or erase the enormous
strides that our society has taken toward a truly shared society.

This was a case of political “friendly fire,” a self-inflicted wound. But
the understandable consternation should not be exaggerated or misinter-
preted as undermining Israel’s democratic traditions, which remain
strong and resolute.

Druze
Continued from page 8.
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Israel news

Haredi dropouts battle Orthodox extremists in a divided Israeli city
By SAM SOKOL

BEIT SHEMESH, Israel (JTA) – Built
in the 1990s in part to ease crowding in
haredi Orthodox neighborhoods elsewhere
in Israel, Ramat Beit Shemesh Bet is both
an Orthodox boom town and a site of ongo-
ing tensions between different streams of
religious Jews.

National-religious Jews have long com-
plained of harassment by members of the
haredi community, who style themselves as
enforcers of strict codes for dress and con-
duct.

Now there is another front in the simmer-
ing battle: several dozen haredi dropouts,
young men and women who shed their
Orthodox identity in their teenage years and
are rejected by many in their former com-
munities.

Long simmering tensions between hared-
im and teenage dropouts recently erupted in violence, necessitating police
intervention in a city known throughout Israel as a microcosm of the reli-
gious kulturkampf being waged across the country.

Most of the teens hang out in a shopping center on Rival Street, a few min-
utes walk from the more religiously moderate and Americanized Ramat Beit
Shemesh Aleph.

On July 16, a haredi mob attacked a teenage girl. In a video of the incident
posted online and shared widely on social media, the girl could be seen run-
ning down Nahar Hayarden, the neighborhood’s main thoroughfare, chased
by what appears to be dozens of men in black hats and black coats who
could be heard screaming about her allegedly immodest attire.

Less than a week later, shortly after the end of the Tisha b’Av fast, a sec-
ond incident led to clashes between residents and several dozen teenagers
who had gathered in the neighborhood. The police were called and several
teens were arrested.

“I saw the girls come to the square and the extremists were here and sud-
denly I heard yelling and saw the haredim chasing the girls,” recalled Rudi,
a 17-year-old dropout who hangs out on the corner of Rival Street. “The
cops didn’t do anything. They call the cops every time we sit.”

Others had a different perspective on that evening.
“It was like a pogrom,” said Avner Steinhalt, one of the small number of

non-haredi residents left in Ramat Beit Shemesh Bet. “It was one of the
worst nights in this neighborhood.”

He recalled how tensions rose higher and higher during the days leading
up to the Tisha b’Av fast day in July. Several days before the fast, a fight
erupted between haredim and the teenagers, leading to the hospitalization of
one of the teens. Finally, on the evening after the fast, some 60 young peo-
ple gathered “to have revenge on the haredim.”

They found a small synagogue on Rival Street and “destroyed every-
thing,” Steinhalt said. “Then they went out and started to hit some people in
the road even though they did nothing.”

Videos of that evening posted online show a thin line of police separating
howling mobs of teens and haredim. It wasn’t the first time. According to
Steinhalt, a month and a half before the big Tisha b’Av brawl, the local
“modesty patrol” attacked a group of teens hanging out outside a local
falafel shop.

“The trigger that started it? They [the teens] had a dog – a small dog that
barks – and they said something wrong to one of the ladies in the neighbor-
hood and the husband came” and challenged them “and it escalated,”
Steinhalt said.

While not afraid himself, Steinhalt said that his wife and daughters no
longer walk alone at night because “they are afraid that something could
happen to us.”

The teens can be aggressive, too.
“They [usually] sit on the bench there near the falafel place,” he said. “The

main problem is shouting at night. They speak loudly and speak to girls,
harassing the haredi girls passing by.”

The city, 19 miles west of Jerusalem, has long been known as a flashpoint.
It rose to national prominence in 2011 when local extremists began harass-
ing and spitting on young national-religious girls attending a school on ter-
ritory they claimed belonged to the haredi community.

The differences between the camps may not be apparent to outsiders: Both
are Orthodox, but haredi Orthodox tend to be more insular, non-Zionist and
less forgiving of even slight deviations from their strict interpretation of
Jewish law, including street attire. Haredi men, who are often but not exclu-
sively members of various Hasidic movements, wear distinct black garb and
hats. The women wear skirts, long-sleeve tops and head coverings that leave
neither their hair nor much more than their hands and faces uncovered.

Deputy Education Minister Meir Porush’s car was mobbed in Ramat Beit
Shemesh Bet in April. Several months earlier a soldier driving through the
city crashed into a lamppost after his car was pelted with stones and trash.
Last month, a local extremist was arrested for breaking a woman’s iPhone.

Haredi residents complain that the teens
have caused problems, harassing local res-
idents and making noise late into the
night.

“Some families in the area don’t take
care of their kids. They’re problematic,”
said Alexander, a local Hasid who claimed
that the teens have broken windows,
scared children with dogs and “sit around
and yell in public squares until 3 in the
morning.”

“They cause both spiritual and material
problems,” he said. “They don’t act hare-
di. People pay a lot to live in a haredi
neighborhood and they don’t behave well
or act haredi in the street.”

Moshe, a short Hasid with a bushy blond
beard, agreed, telling JTA that residents
have worked hard to create an environ-
ment free of smartphones and the internet.

The teens, he said, sit around watching movies and showing what he
believed to be inappropriate content to religious children.

“We are fighting for our neighborhood,” he said.
According to Shlomit Kapach, founder of U’Vneh, a group dedicated to

family rehabilitation, the local municipality has hampered efforts to reach
out to the city’s street kids. She accused the head of the local welfare depart-
ment of refusing to refer young men to Meitar, a Welfare Ministry program
run through her group that is aimed at providing them with activities and
treatments. Eventually, Kapach said, she gave up on the city’s cooperation.

One of the primary teenage rioters in Ramat Beit Shemesh Bet was a for-
mer participant in her program, she said, describing him as “very broken”
by the lack of continuing help.

“The continued decline to the street was an inevitable step,” Kapach said.
Down the block from Alexander and Moshe, Nachman, a young man

wearing skinny jeans, a T-shirt and Hasidic sidelocks, sat on a bench outside
the falafel store playing with his smartphone. He was skeptical of the
Hasidic men’s claims.

“The extremists are looking for problems,” he said. “They are angry that
there is a family with a dog. There are some teens who make problems that
come here, but most are quiet.”

While the haredim claim that the teens are the biggest problem, some par-
ents contend that the main issue is the extremists among the former.

Sivan Ruschinek is a member of the Chabad Hasidic movement who fled
Ramat Beit Shemesh Bet two years ago after years of harassment by extrem-
ists. Hasidim from other movements would follow her daughters down the
street screaming about modesty because the girls were wearing skirts they
considered not long enough and declined to tie their hair in a ponytail.

“This went on for three years that they were harassing us. And each time
it got worse and worse to the point that they put glue in our lock so we
couldn’t close or open our door,” Ruschinek said. “They wrote on our
entrance next to our door ‘get out of our neighborhood.’”

She recalled one incident in which an extremist behaved so aggressively
that her 8-year-old daughter fainted in the street.

“We left to save our family and the sanity of the kids,” Ruschinek said.
Her 19-year-old daughter Shaina told a similar story, describing her time

in Ramat Beit Shemesh Bet as torturous.
“It was like going out of the house and feeling like I’m in Gaza,” Shaina

said. “I don’t have words to tell you how bad it felt living there. There was
always fear. The fear came out as soon as I went out the door. Will he scream
at me or spit or hit or run after me? All the time.”

Since last month’s upheaval things have mostly calmed down, although
the underlying tensions are still bubbling under the surface. Rudi, the 17-
year-old dropout, believes it can be partly attributed to the vandalism of the
synagogue. While he denied taking part in the incident, Rudi did voice a cer-
tain level of approval, stating that the haredim “now understand they can’t
do what they want” with impunity.

According to Steinhalt, the non-haredi living in Ramat Beit Shemesh Bet,
the local haredi-dominated municipality has “done nothing” for the teens,
failing to engage them in programs that would get them off the street.

A city spokesman, Mati Rozensweig, contests the claim.
In a statement to JTA, Rozensweig asserted that “the residents of Beit

Shemesh live with great security and quality of life,” and that the munici-
pality was working “on a number of levels” to fix the problem, although he
declined to offer any details.

Steinhalt believes that the very nature of the haredi community’s separatist
lifestyle virtually ensures continued conflict.

“The problem isn’t haredim or Zionists,” he said. “It’s a problem between
two ways of living, one in which we don’t want someone who isn’t like us
and one where we welcome everyone even if he [doesn’t follow] in our
ways.

“Most of the secular kids aren’t doing anything that bad,” Steinhalt said,
“but even sitting on the street is bad” to the haredim.

Local residents spray-paint smiley faces over modesty
graffiti painted by haredi Orthodox extremists. 

(Sam Sokol)
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MEMORIAMS
WEEKS OF

AUGUST 15 & 22

Unveiling

The family of the late

SAM
KIMELMAN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, August 26, 2018
at 1:00 p.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DEBY BLANK
who passed away

September 5th, 1995
10 Days in Elul

Twenty-three years have
passed and in our minds it's
still so hard to bear, but in our
hearts your memory will
constantly be there.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memory of our
Mother and

Grandmother

Beautiful memories,
Are wonderful things.
They last till the longest day,
and can never be given away.
To some you may be forgotten,
to others a part of the past.
But to us who loved and lost you,
your memory will always last.
Today, tomorrow, our whole life through,
we will love and cherish…you.

Your children and
Grandchildren

Lillian
Rosenberg
August 21, 2006

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

HAROLD
SHUKSTER

who passed away
September 18, 2002

1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

All our Love, All our Life
Missing you both,

— Love from your children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

CLARICE
SHUKSTER

who passed away
August 17, 2017

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZORA STERN
who passed away
August 25, 2001
6 Days in Elul

We will always love and
remember you.
—Your husband Walter, son
Lewis and wife Debbie,
grandson Max and
granddaughter Sawyer, and
son David and wife Marsha
and grandsons Zev, Nathan
and Jason.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICHAEL RONNIE
STONE

who passed away
August 18th, 1997

15 Days in Av
You are always in our hearts
and our minds.
Forever missed and never
forgotten.
— Sincerely loved by your
parents Norman and Rachelle,
twin brother Bryan (Alda) and
sister Faith-Ann (Lorne),
nephew Aaron, and niece
Mica.

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
YAKIR

who passed away
September 3, 2014

8 days in Elul
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

SAMUEL
ZAIFMAN
who passed away
August 31, 1957

4 Days in Elul 5717
Time has not diminished our
memory of you.
— Kenneth Zaifman and
Sharon Zaifman-Kravitz and
their families.

In loving memory of our
father, grandfather, and

great-grandfather

JACK BARISH
who passed away
August 24th, 1988

11 Days in Elul
Corresponding to
August 22, 2018

Gone is the face we loved so dear.
Silent is the voice we loved to hear.
Remembering you is easy.
We do it every day.
Missing you is the hardest part
As the pain never goes away.
No longer in our lives to share.
But in our hearts forever there.
— Your loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
30th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
LABOVITCH

who passed away
September 15, 1959

12 Days in Elul
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving son Irvin,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

59th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA
SAPERSTEIN

who passed away
August 24, 1991
13 Days in Elul

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

— Always in our hearts and forever loved by  your children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

January 10, 1987
9 days in Tevet

In Memoriam

MENDEL (Max)
MINUK

August 31, 1987
7 days in Elul

who passed away

BELLA
MINUK

31 years have come and gone
The sorrow of our loss lives on

Your memories are in our thoughts
Your smiles, your love, your tender touch

Ever remembered and missed so much

31st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

FISHEL
RUTMAN
who passed away
August 13, 1995

17 days in Av

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

LUBA
RUTMAN
who passed away
August 18, 2015
3 Days in Elul
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LARSEN
2X3

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH GERSHON
KAPLAN

who passed away
August 21, 1966
5 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

CHARLOTTE
KARR

who passed away
September 12, 2008

12 days in Elul

LEONARD
KARR

who passed away
August 31, 2017

9 days in Elul

In loving memory of

— With fondest memories of a wonderful life.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARTIN LEVITT
who passed away
August 16, 2011

— Lovingly remembered and
greatly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren

In Memoriam

THE ODWAK FAMILY
that was slaughtered by the Nazis in Rozhyschich, Poland on

August 21, 1942
8 days in Elul 5702

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered by Faye Odwak Stedman, Sophie Odwak
Thompson and Norman Odwak.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHERRY
THOMPSON

who passed away
August 21, 2012

4 Days in Elul 5772
Lovingly remembered by your
husband, children, grand-
children, family and friends
Always in our hearts, forever
in our thoughts.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUBY
HOFFMAN
who passed away

September 17, 2005
13 Days in Elul

You are always on our minds
and forever in our hearts

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
daughter-in-law and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DINA KAPLAN
who passed away

September 16, 1989
17 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory

KERRY
KLUNER

who passed away
August 30th, 2001

11 Days in Elul
What we once enjoyed and deeply
loved, we can never lose, for all
that we love deeply becomes a part
of us.
Your are forever in our hearts.
— Your loving wife, children,
mother, brothers and family.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IZZY LANK
who passed away
August 28, 1961
16 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his sons and family.

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK YALE
PIERCE

who passed away
September 10, 2014

15 days in Elul
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his sisters and
family.

20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ABIE
ROSENBERG

who passed away
September 6, 1998

16 Days in Elul
Absent from our lives
Forever in our hearts
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by Pearl,
Brenda, Michelle z’l, Cindy,
Naomi z’l and their families.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY STERN
who passed away
August 23, 2004
6 Days in Elul

— Always and forever loved
and remembered by his
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and many friends.

In loving memory of

PEARL
YAFFE

May 10, 1918 - Aug. 17, 2013
who passed away

11 days in Elul 5773

We love you. We miss you.
You inspire us each and
every day.

In our hearts you will live
forever.
— Martin, Clifford,
Richard and families

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX ZAMICK
who passed away
August 28, 1983

The passage of thirty-five
years is but a twinkle in time.
Cherished memories are
eternal.
With love always - wife Clara,
daughters Fern (Alex) &
Sandra (Rob) & grandson
Matthew.

In Memoriam

MORRIS
LIBERMAN

In loving memory of our dear mother and father

MARY (Mishke)
LIBERMAN

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

who passed away
August 25, 1988
12 Days in Elul

who passed away
September 4, 1980

23 Days in Elul

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEONARD B.
WIENER

who passed away
September 7, 2008

7 days in Elul
— Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Arlene, daughter Robyn, son
Mark (Lorie), stepchildren
Stuart (Denise), Selyna,
grandchildren Caitlyn,
Jessica, Jared and Zachary
and family and friends.
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At the JNF “Breakfast for Israel”, Gimli, Sunday, August 5

Israel Ludwig reciting Hamotzi, with
Jessica Cogan, President, JNF Man.-Sask. 

Ariel Karabelicoff, Executive Director, JNF
Man.-Sask., with special guest Naomi Levin

Yeshua of the Jerusalem Foundation

Larry & Tova Vickar 

Evita & Lyle Smordin (l-r): Tiffany, Ron & Jane Reider Marilyn Regiec (left) with Simone Cohen
Scott (whose article about the breakfast is on

the opposite page)

Sarah Sommer Chai
Folk Ensemble at
Shalom Square 

Aug. 5 - 12
photos courtesy Jordan Nepon

(more pictures on page 24)



By SIMONE COHEN SCOTT

Cottagers in the Interlake welcomed the
return of the annual JNF
Manitoba/Saskatchewan ‘Breakfast for

Israel” to the Lakeview Resort in Gimli, after a
hiatus of a few years. A tasty kosher buffet was
catered by Gunn’s Bakery. The guest speaker
was Nomi Levin Yeshua, and her topic was
‘From Teddy to Trump: Challenges and
Opportunities in Jerusalem’. 

Nomi Yeshua made Aliyah 27 years ago, from
Vancouver. She landed in Jerusalem educated but
jobless, and through a fluke connection via a
family member immediately found employment
in the office of Mayor Teddy Kollek... not that
she wasn’t qualified for it. Naomi’s secondary
school years were spent on Kibbutz Kfar Blum.
Her BA in Political Science was received from
the University of British Columbia. Naomi’s position  in Mayor Kollek’s
office was ideally suited to her skills. She went on to serve with a number
of institutions in the city, in fundraising and marketing and, along the way
she received a Masters Degree in Education from the University of Tel
Aviv. Naomi became Director of International Fundraising for the
Jerusalem Foundation.She  is now Chief Development Officer and Director
of the Canada Desk, and serves as liaison to Mayor Nir Berkat. This was
not Naomi’s first visit to Manitoba; in November 2015 she addressed a
group in the Kroft Boardroom of the Asper Campus.

In her talk Naomi explained that the Jerusalem Foundation was Teddy
Kollek’s brainchild, founded shortly after he was elected mayor in 1965.
(He served until 1993 - a total of 28 years.) Kollek realized he needed a
way to circumvent the municipal and financial hurdles which were pre-
venting the city’s development and he wanted to allow Jews everywhere
the opportunity to participate in the city’s growth. During the early stages
of his vision he provided parks and green spaces in some of the most
impoverished areas of the city, a vision which ultimately grew to include
overall enhancement of the city, beautifying it and modernizing it for the
benefit of all its citizens regardless of race or religion; providing parks,
gardens, educational programs; establishing theatres and museums; restor-
ing heritage sites and places of worship; sponsoring scholarships and cul-
tural events; polishing the city into a veritable Jerusalem of Gold.

Shortly after assuming the position of mayor, Teddy Kollek faced an
enormous challenge in the aftermath of the Six Day War, which brought
about the reunification of the city. Up till then Jerusalem was run by two
municipalities - one under Israeli statehood, the other under Jordanian
occupation. Facing the challenge, Mayor Kollek saw more than just terri-
torial unification; he wanted a city with equal opportunities for all, regard-
less of nationality, ethnicity, or religion. He immediately reached out to the
newly incorporated communities, providing the aid and relief sorely need-
ed in the early weeks of their joining the State of Israel. Residue of that
challenge still exists. Joint participation and cooperation between east and
west is still hard to come by, but Mayor Kollek’s non-political, inclusive,
and balanced perspective continues to motivate the Jerusalem Foundation’s
leadership.

Enough momentum, built up through the vision and efforts of its founder,
plus the loyalty and enthusiasm of its donors, provided the Jerusalem
Foundation with a strong enough impetus to carry it through the terms of
the next two mayors, Ehud Olmert who served ten years, and Uri
Lipolianski, who served five. The current mayor, Nir Barkat, formerly a
businessman, was elected in 2008, reelected in 2013, and is stepping down
this coming election to pursue a seat in the Knesset. The citizenry of
Jerusalem will be hard pressed to find another person with the love of his
city and the staying power  of a man like Teddy Kollek. Where would the
city look for its next Teddy, who at 6 a.m. would be walking the streets,
checking which ones were in good shape and which ones needed attention,
and to whom the cabbies beginning their shifts would shout: “Hi Teddy!”

The fund raising emphasis of this year’s midsummer brunch in Gimli
was the Teddy Kollek Park Project. Opened in 2013, it was of course
named in memory and in honour of this long serving, beloved mayor, who
died in 2007 at age 95. (His devoted wife Tamar died in 2013 at age 96.
Something about loving Jerusalem seems to lead to longevity.) The park is
situated opposite the Old City and David’s Citadel, and is integrated with
the Hutzot HaYotzer Artists Complex in the Mitchell Parks and Gardens.
During construction, antiquities were discovered: a Roman water cistern, a
Byzantine complex, and a 19th century structure that has been incorporat-
ed into the park. In keeping with Teddy’s mandate from the beginning of
his development of the city, top ranking architects were engaged for every
phase of the design. Last year a user friendly fountain was opened. It’s
actually a splash fountain that orchestrates animated water, sound, and
lighting, affording children the opportunity to scamper and play in it, in
lieu of a seashore - an amenity the city lacks. Picture running through a
myriad of sprinklers. 

As with all the landmark attractions of Teddy’s era, (Liberty Bell Park,

for instance) Teddy
Park is meant to,
and does, attract
citizens from all of
Jerusalem’s cul-
tures, and tourists
from around the
world. There is a
mingling here from
every segment of
Jerusalem’s ethni-
cally and religious-
ly varied popula-
tion with visitors
from everywhere

on the planet. JNF
Canada is generously

partnering with the Jerusalem Foundation in the Teddy Park
Project. It will be participating in the restoration of the historic 19th centu-
ry building, as well as adopting two of the park’s gates. It is heartening to
see Zionism and philanthropy so staunchly supported by Canadian Jews.

The speaker touched briefly on the improved attitude of President Trump
toward Jerusalem, as opposed to President Obama, illustrated most recent-
ly by the decision to move the American Embassy there. By and large, the
reaction of the Jerusalem population is to shrug its shoulders and carry on,
as it does with most every critical happening. The brouhaha in the press and
on the streets is just what happens, and simply must be borne. Time pass-
es, circumstances change, Jerusalem is eternal.

An obituary on January 2nd, 2007 in the New York Times, stated: “Teddy
Kollek, who as mayor of Jerusalem for nearly three decades, did more to
build and develop the city as Israel’s capital than any other figure, while
promoting coexistence with a sometimes hostile Arab population.” The
Times of Israel, writing a few years ago on the 50th anniversary of the
Jerusalem Foundation, perhaps said it best: “Iconic mayor Teddy Kollek
envisioned a streamlined and transparent process for advancing Jerusalem,
4,000 projects later, it’s still going strong.”
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Brunch in Gimli - a JNF tradition

The brunch buffet was catered by
Gunn’s Bakery.

Lynne & Henry Trachtenberg



As Chesed Shel Emes approaches our
90th year on Main Street, we are
working to ensure that our Chevra

Kadisha will continue to be an integral part
of our Jewish community for generations to
come. We are committed to maintaining our
magnificent Chapel in which funeral ser-
vices are held. The heart of our building, our
shmira and tahara facilities, will be replaced
with a safe, accessible and functional new
building, which will enhance our ability to
care for the community with dignity.

In 1930, the Chevra Kadisha purchased a
25-year-old house at 1023 Main St. 

The “House”, as we still call it, served as
both the mortuary and preparatory space and
as a funeral parlor for services. In November
1947 the newly-built Chapel was opened,
and served as a community space for funer-
als, concerts, teas, Chanukah parties and
dances. Since 1947 we have independently
owned, operated and lovingly maintained both buildings.

Chesed Shel Emes was incorporated in 1930 as a non profit organiza-
tion with a mandate to provide ritual preparation (tahara) to Jewish
deceased, and to take responsibility for those without means or those
with no family to bury them. Chesed Shel Emes is the home of our com-
munity Chevra Kadisha - the group of men and women who accompany
the deceased as shomrim, sew tachrichim (traditional burial outfits), or
perform the tahara ritual. Literally translated as a “holy society” we are
dedicated to providing support and honor for the dying, the dead, and
their families.

As an independent entity; we do not own nor are we owned by a syna-
gogue or a cemetery. We operate on a fee for service basis, and we are a
registered charity. We work in partnership with our local cemeteries to

ensure that no one is denied a dignified Jewish funeral and burial due to
lack of funds. Our Board of Directors is comprised of representatives
from each one of our community synagogues, and members at large. Our
Chevra members are from all walks of life and all streams of Judaism. 

Our name, Chesed Shel Emes, is translated as true loving kindness. The
word chesed appears 248 times in the Torah, and it is most often trans-
lated as mercy or grace, but it’s more than that. Chesed is giving of one-
self without thought of repayment, without measure. Chesed is bound up
with a sense of mutual responsibility, covenant, and deep connection to
our fellow Jews. 

Chesed is the foundation of everything we do on Main Street, as we
serve the community with respect and gratitude.

We look forward to sharing details of our building project with you in
the new year. 

24 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, August 15, 2018

Community news

CHESED SHEL EMES PLANS NEW BUILDING PROJECT

More scenes from Shalom Square

Adult Ambassador 
Amy Lieberman

Youth Ambassador Michael Akbashev (left)
with Adult Ambassador Gabriel Brawerman

Youth Ambassador Carli Charach

Chai photos courtesy Jordan Nepon


