
Vol. 30  No. 23      WINNIPEG, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2017      10 Days in Av, 5777 Candle lighting time Friday is 8:47 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 10:00 p.m.

For two weeks in July young members of the community: competed (at the
Maccabiah Games);  partied (like they were in Tel Aviv); began a new 

Jewish Business Network; and attended a Folklorama kickoff

Some of the 150 partiers at the “Funjoya” Israeli  party, held July 22.
(More photos on page 2.)

Matthew Bernstein
wins Bronze at
Maccabiah Games in
Israel.
In the picture at
right, Matthew is
with his parents,
Evelyn & Dr. Chutch
Bernstein in Israel.

(More photos 
on page 22.)

The first meeting
of the Jewish
Business Network
was a resounding
success.

(Story and more
photos on page 3.)

Folklorama held its kickoff July 27.
(More photos on page 2.)
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On July 18,
Walter Saltzberg
received a sur-
prise visit in his
hospital room,
from Her
Excellency, the
L i e u t e n a n t -
Governor of
Manitoba, Janice
Filmon. Mrs.
Filmon was there
to present Walter,
who has been ail-
ing of late, with
“The Sovereign’s
Medal for
Volunteers”.

W a l t e r
Saltzberg’s life  has seen him survive the  Holocaust  in Warsaw,
Poland, where he managed to endure a continuing series of catastroph-
ic hardships, including living with a broken leg as the result of German
bombing, and living on a sack of rotten onions and drinking water from
snow or rain for five months while in hiding. 

In 1947 Walter came to Winnipeg where, without knowing any
English, he eventually acquired a degree in Civil Engineering, ulti-
mately becoming Director of Bridges and Structures for the Province
of Manitoba. For much of his life Walter has also devoted himself to
educating young people about the Shoah, often driving hundreds of
miles to speak to them - at his own expense.
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“Funjoya” Israeli  party at the Met Centre attracts huge crowd

Sharon and Rudolf met in Eilat. Rudolf is
originally from Slovakia. They now make
Winnipeg their home.

The party was organized by 
Hofit (left) and Orit.

Some of the more than 150 partiers who were at the Funjoya party.
(Is “Funjoya” even a word?)

This year’s Folklorama held its kickoff Thursday, 
July 27 at the Convention Centre.

In the picture above Folklorama president Avrom Charach and
Premier Brian Pallister hold the proclamation announcing the
48th Folklorama. Avrom’s term as president represents the sixth
time a member of the Jewish community has held that position.
Others who have served as Folklorama president include (in
choronological order): Sid Ritter, David Cohen, Barney Charach,
Sharon Bronstone, and Jeff Lieberman.

In the picture at right, Avrom Charach is seen with three of
Shalom Square’s ambassadors: (l-r): Sigal Kleynerman and her
husband Shai Josopov (who are also ambassadors for the Hebrew
University here), and Avrom’s daughter, Carli.

Taking tickets at the door 
were Natalie and Felix.

Folklorama kicks off!

Walter Saltzberg presented with volunteer
medal by Lt. Gov. Janice Filmon

(l-r): George Saltzberg (Walter’s son),
Walter Saltzberg, Lt. Gov. Janice Filmon
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By BERNIE BELLAN
A couple of issues back I mentioned that I was

working with the Rady JCC on creating something
we were going to call the Jewish Business Network.
The idea for having a Jewish business network in
Winnipeg isn’t new.

As a matter of fact, I noted that there have been at
least three other attempts to do something like this
within the past ten years. Unfortunately, for one rea-
son or another, while each attempt got off the
ground, after a while each attempt also failed.

This time around though, several things are dif-
ferent – and should insure the viability of this new
network. First, and most important, we have the
solid backing of the Rady JCC. Over the years the
Rady JCC has established a reputation for innova-
tive programming – and for moving quickly in
response to ideas that are put to it.

In an amazingly short period of time Gayle
Waxman and Tamar Barr took it upon themselves to
offer the Rady JCC’s full support – and apply the
necessary resources both to publicize this new
group – and to organize its first meeting.

In addition to having the backing of the Rady
JCC, the arrival of so many talented newcomers to
Winnipeg over the past 15 years or so gives our
community a new pool of individuals that not only
could offer an immense contribution to the city as a
whole, its members could hugely benefit by meet-
ing other newcomers and long-time residents of the
city.

The Rady JCC’s outreach coordinator, Julia
Kramskoy, who has helped to organize various pro-
grams aimed at newcomers to the city, took the ini-
tiative in contacting many of those same newcom-
ers, advising them of this new network.

But, only one week before the first meeting,
which was scheduled to take place Wednesday
evening, July 26, Julia was somewhat pessimistic
that no more than 25 or 30 people would actually
attend. 

What an amazing experience it was then to see at
least 80 people (and it might have been more,
because some people who were there didn’t sign the
registration sheets that were on hand  for attendees
to fill out) file into the beautiful garden area of the
Asper Campus on a warm July evening.  

As I, myself, walked among the group, introduc-
ing myself, I had the pleasure of meeting a fascinat-
ing mix of individuals. At one table were seated
newcomers to Winnipeg who came respectively
from Turkey, Argentina, Brazil, and Israel. During
the course of the evening, I also met someone from
Germany; others were from Russia. As well, there
were many native Winnipeggers  in attendance.
Some were older, some younger; there was also an
impressive balance between men and women. In
short, it was everything that Gayle, Tamar, Julia, and
I could have hoped for – and more.

So, what happened at the meeting? Beginning
with some welcoming remarks from Tamar Barr, I
presided as chair – and, in addition to outlining what
I thought the goals of this group should be, I intro-
duced three other terrific speakers, each of whom
represented a different cross-section of our very
diversified community.

In explaining to those who had come out what I
was hoping to see as a result of this new business
network, I pointed to previous mistakes that had
been committed by other groups that had also
attempted to form some sort of Jewish business
associations. 

I remarked that, in researching other successful
Jewish business associations, the one that I had
found that impressed me the most was the Montreal
Jewish Chamber of Commerce. I had spoken with
the dynamic young director of that group, a woman
by the name of Jessica Sasportas, who gave me
some background about that particular organization.
Founded in 1995 with only 85 members to start, the
Montreal Jewish Chamber of Commerce now has

5,000 members. What I was surprised to learn from
Jessica though – and I mentioned this to the atten-
dees at the July 26 meeting, is that the members of
the Montreal organization are predominantly
English-speakers. Given that Montreal’s Jewish
community has a large French-speaking compo-
nent, to me that was an indication that, as success-
ful as that particular group has been, it is not as
inclusive as one might hope.

That, I said to the group in the garden area, was
something that our new Jewish Business Network
had to become in order to be successful, i.e. inclu-
sive of as broad a range of Winnipeg’s hugely diver-
sified Jewish community as it could possibly be.
Not only that, as Brian Scharfstein, former president
of the Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce, and Loren
Remillard, executive director of the Chamber, told
me in a meeting that I had with them several weeks
ago when I plumbed them for ideas about where our
new network should go, it is essential that it has a
gender balance.

Fortunately, many of the individuals who
approached me after the meeting were dynamic
businesswomen – all of whom offered to become
vitally involved in organizing this new group.

As I noted, there were three other speakers who
spoke of their own experiences in networking with
other businesspeople. The first was Rebecca
Sprintz, who herself had started something called
the Jewish Networking Association several years
ago. 

Rebecca, who is an acupuncturist, noted that ini-
tially the JNA actually had too many people who
wanted to belong. Because there was not a particu-
lar venue for holding meetings (the Round Table
Restaurant eventually became the regular meeting
place), Rebecca said she was forced to limit mem-
bers to only one representative of any particular pro-
fession or business. Thus, for instance, there could
be only one lawyer, accountant, real estate repre-
sentative, and so on. In some ways, Rebecca said,
that was a plus; in other ways, it was a drawback.
Rebecca herself said that the individuals who now
act as her lawyer, accountant, real estate agent, and
graphic designer were all people she met through
the JNA.

But, she suggested, the greatest failure of the JNA
was not to charge dues. “If you don’t have a finan-
cial commitment, you don’t come out” to meetings,
Rebecca insisted.

I responded to Rebecca saying it was far too early
to talk about having dues for this new group. The
fact that almost 80 people had come out on a sum-
mer evening was as good an indication as any that
there was a desire on the part of many members of
our community for something like this now, I said. 

I did noted that there are other ethnic business
associations in Winnipeg, including a Sri Lankan
one and a Filipino one (also possibly a Chinese one,
but I’m not certain of that). Those ethnic associa-
tions maintain an affiliation with the Winnipeg

New Jewish Business Network gets off to resounding start

EVGENI MORDAHOVICH, who came here
from Israel, and who now runs a successful
truck driver training school, tells his person-
al story.

JEFF LIEBERMAN, owner of Talbot
Marketing, displays one of the many promo-
tional items his company has produced over
the years. Jeff also explained why his honey-
moon with wife Robyn could have gone
longer than expected. (But that’s a story for
another day.)

REBECCA SPRINTZ, who started a busi-
ness network (since defunct) known as the
Jewish Business Association, addresses the
audience.
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Even though many Jewish organizations tend to
wind down their activities during the summer
months, there has been no lack of activity in our
Jewish community this past month. For instance,
just in the past week alone I attended four differ-
ent events, all of which had some special appeal
for different sections of our community.

It began with what was billed as a “Tel Aviv
Funjoya Party”, held on the roof of the Met

Centre. I had met one of the organizers of the party, a young woman by the
name of Hofit Yanev, at the Shaarey Zedek the week before when I was
introduced to her by Rena Elbaze, who is the Shaarey Zedek’s community
engagement director.

Hofit, who is a realtor with Sutton Realty, asked me whether I knew any
photographers who might be able to take pictures at the party. I sent her
some names, but unfortunately they either didn’t respond to Hofit or were
unavailable, so I told her I’d be glad to take pictures for her.

The party turned out to be hugely successful. In years past I’ve attended
other parties that were aimed primarily at Israelis who have moved to
Winnipeg, but those were always indoors in the winter. This one was out-
doors; it was a gorgeous summer evening and the setting was perfect for a
great party. As a matter of fact, it was when I participated on the Anakhnu
GBLTQ float during the Gay Pride Parade that I got a real taste of what hav-
ing a “Tel Aviv” type party in Winnipeg meant. The DJ on that float went by
the moniker “DJ Max” and he had everyone on the float – along with spec-
tators lining the streets, gyrating to the infectious Israeli music he was play-
ing.

This time around (on July 22nd), it was “DJ Dan” providing the music.
Again – the music was terrific. One thing though, and I’ve made note of this
before: Why do so many Israelis here keep to themselves when it comes to
things like having parties? There are enough Israelis here by now that they
can form their own very large community. It’s fairly typical of Israelis to
seek out other Israelis wherever they may live, but if Winnipeg’s Jewish
community’s future is going to depend on the infusion of new blood from
Israel – something upon which our Jewish Federation is apparently pinning
its hopes, given how much money has been spent on luring Israelis here,
we’ve got to do whatever we can to integrate those Israeli newcomers into
the established Jewish community. (I know, I know: I’m going to get drilled
for saying that, but when I look at all the resources that are available to any-
one who says they’re Jewish and moves here, I keep coming to that conclu-
sion, given that it’s predominantly Israelis who have been moving here.)

That’s why I thought it was so important that my idea for starting a new
Jewish Business Network should attract many Israelis – in addition to other
members of what is becoming an increasingly diversified Jewish communi-
ty.

This leads me to the second event held last week that was aimed at mem-
bers of our Jewish community: the first meeting of the Jewish Business
Network, about which you can read a great deal more elsewhere in this issue.

What was so encouraging about that particular event was not only the phe-
nomenal turnout (over
80 people), but also the
overwhelmingly posi-
tive reaction we
received from those
who were in attendance.
As I note in my article
about this new group, I
worked in tandem with
the Rady JCC to orga-
nize the meeting but, as
I said to audience mem-
bers on Wednesday
evening, July 26th, I
had no personal stake in
trying to get this new
group off the ground. I
noted  at the meeting
that I had been very
impressed by the efforts
of Rebecca Sprintz a
few years back when
she had created what
was then called the
Jewish Business
Association, and I had
also held discussions
with Brian Scharfstein,
who is a former presi-
dent of the Winnipeg
Chamber of Commerce
about creating a new
Jewish business group. 

Both those individuals have indicated they’re going to give their full sup-
port to this new group and, along with many other talented businesspeople
who have now volunteered to work for the Jewish Business Network, it
looks like it will take off where other attempts to create some sort of similar
body in Winnipeg have failed.

Again, having the Rady JCC onside is key to the JBA’s success. The Rady
JCC is the heart of this community – both in terms of how many members it
has, and how deeply involved it has become in developing so many pro-
grams that appeal to such a wide swath of not only the Jewish community,
but the community at large.

On top of that, despite its large size, the people working at the Rady JCC
move quickly. I only broached the idea of forming a Jewish Business
Network to Gayle Waxman and Tamar Barr a couple of months ago, but look
at how rapidly things developed. There was no going back and forth with
endless planning meetings and discussions. Decisions were taken quickly,
resources were allocated and look at the result: An enthusiastic group of
businesspeople from so many different walks of life – and countries, who
not only attended an initial meeting, they left enthused and eager to develop
more associations with other Jewish Winnipeggers, many of whom they had
never met before.

I’m glad to report that in as little as two days after the first meeting, we
established a date for a second meeting (Thursday, Aug. 31st, also at 7:00
pm, and also in the garden area of the Campus). As well, both Julia
Kramskoy, who has been delegated by the Rady JCC to serve as point per-
son for the new group, and I (in my continued desire to do what it takes to
make this group succeed), have been contacted by many individuals who
attended that first program, offering to serve on a steering committee or to
help with the creation of a website. If you’d like to know more about the
JBA or are interested in joining, simply contact either Julia or me and either
one of us can offer you an update as to what’s happening. (Our email address
is jewishp@mymts.net; Julia’s is jkramskoy@radyjcc.com).

Another event that occurred last week – and again, this was outside the
established Jewish organizational pattern, was a meeting of Winnipeg
Friends of Israel to hear Kasim Hafeez speak about his experiences making
the case for Israel on university campuses across the United States. 

Kasim has spoken at WFI events at least three other times that I can recall
and each time he has attracted a large crowd. This particular meeting was
held at the home of Yolanda Pappini-Pollock and Bradley Pollock. (Those
two are ever gracious in taking the lead when it comes to defending Israel
and providing educational programs – most of which have taken place in
their own home). Frankly, what WFI is doing is filling a void left by the
almost total absence of activity in boosting Israel’s image on the part of our
Jewish Federation. Again, the sizeable turnout, as it was with the turnout for
the first meeting of the JBA, was a reflection of the hunger so many of us
have for programming that is relevant – and which isn’t merely a repetition
of programs that have been held so many times before, but which seem to
have become enshrined in the mission of our Jewish Federation.

Finally, there was a media kickoff for Folklorama. Introduced at this year’s
kickoff was Folklorama’s current president, Avrom Charach. As Avrom
noted to me, this marks the sixth time a member of our Jewish community
has served as Folklorama president. No other ethnic group has had more
than two presidents serve in that capacity. Adding to the significance of this
year’s kickoff was the fact that Avrom’s own daughter, Carli (and this time
I spelled it right, Carli) is one of the two youth ambassadors for Shalom
Square, the other being Micahel Akbashev. In addition, I was very happy to
see that the adult ambassadors for Shalom Square are our Hebrew University
ambassadors, husband and wife Shai Josopov and Sigal Kleynerman. In the
10 months or so that I’ve had the pleasure of getting to know that couple, it’s
been such a treat talking with them and seeing how much they brighten up a
room. It’s sad that they’ve decided to return to Israel this September but, as
they both explained to me at the media kickoff, it’s time that they began
building more permanent careers, since their serving as ambassadors for the
Hebrew University was always meant to be short-lived.

One final note to this week’s edition of “Short Takes”:  In our July 19 issue
I had written about the availability of kosher food for take-out in Winnipeg.
I neglected to include Syd Glow’s Place at the Gwen Secter Centre, which
has kosher food available for take-out, along with lunches on Wednesdays
and Fridays in the building itself. As well, at the time that I wrote that arti-
cle it wasn’t clear whether the newly reopened Desserts Plus was under
kosher supervision yet. I’m glad to report that, as of this past week, Desserts
Plus is now under full kosher supervision. I actually went down there to chat
with Barbara Reiss. Amazingly, we both realized that we became involved
in our respective businesses in the same year: 1984. Of course, the similari-
ties don’t end there. Barb has been serving delicious kosher food in what is
now her fourth location (starting with Eniskillen & Salter, then on Main
Street near Smithfield, followed by a long sojourn on Corydon, and now
ending up at 664 King Edward). I, on the other hand, have long been asso-
ciated with a product that many people consider as nothing more than “fish
wrap”, so we’ve both been in the food business 33 years.
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Comment

By MYRON LOVE 
Within the past couple of weeks, Emanuel Macron, the newly-elected

president of France, explicitly stated the obvious: that there is virtually no
difference between being anti-Israel, i.e. anti-Zionist, and being anti-
Semitic.

Earlier this, the British Government promulgated a new definition of
anti-Semitism which clearly stated that most criticism of Israel qualifies as
anti-Semitism.

Palestinians preaching hate against Israel – and those who carry out
attacks – against Israel and Israelis – make no distinction between Israelis,
Jews and Israeli Arabs. (They assume all Israelis are Jews). While most
individuals and organizations that speak out against or find fault with the
Jewish State of Israel may start with good intentions, virtually all are
sucked into the vortex of Palestinian Jew-hatred.

Take, for example, the misnamed “Jewish Voices for Peace” which is not
a “Jewish” organization or one that promotes peace between Israelis and
Palestinians. Rather, according to a report from the website “Legal
Insurrection”, it is a far left-wing “social justice” group that claims to be
“inspired by the Jewish tradition” of social activism.

“JVP,” writes Miriam Elman (Associate Professor of Political Science
and the Robert D. McClure Professor of Teaching Excellence at the
Maxwell School of Citizenship & Public Affairs, Syracuse University)
“presents itself as an organization committed to social justice, civil liber-
ties, and human rights and to advancing these causes through non-violent
methods. But as we’ve documented in dozens of posts, its tactics and affil-
iations tell a very different story. As the Executive Director of JVP Rebecca
Wilkomerson has stated, JVP’s purpose is to drive a wedge between the
American Jewish community and Israel

“The reality is that JVP’s leadership and activists promote and up-lift
Palestinian killers of Jews, standing proudly in solidarity with heinous ter-
rorists like the convicted PFLP supermarket bomber Rasmea Odeh and the
mass-murdering prisoner Marwan Barghouti. JVP also frequently partners
with extremist individuals and groups that demonize Israel and delegit-

imize Zionism, while propagating negative stereotypes of Jews.
“Basically,” Elman writes, “the California-headquartered JVP tries to

provide a veneer of legitimacy to the anti-Israel movement and its political
war on Israel by working to “Jew-wash” away racist stains from its antise-
mitic partners.”

With its most recent campaign though, JVP has crossed the line into full-
blown, anti-Semitic, Jewish conspiracy mode. “Deadly Exchange: Ending
U.S.-Israel Police Exchanges, Reclaiming Safety”, is a new national JVP
campaign that accuses leading American Jewish organizations of being
responsible for the killings of non-white minorities in the U.S. by police.
Specifically, the campaign charges that the Anti-Defamation league (ADL),
The American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), The Jewish
Institute for National Security Affairs (JINSA), the American Jewish
Committee (AJC), and Taglit Birthright Israel “are deliberately conspiring
to harm innocent Americans by helping to organize and fund training pro-
grams between U.S. and Israeli law enforcement officials.”

According to Elman, the JVP states that “these Jewish groups are sup-
porting a series of “deadly exchanges” where American and Israeli securi-
ty officials and experts “trade tips” and “share worst practices” that “extend
discriminatory and repressive policing in both countries” that include fatal
police shootings of African-Americans and the “extrajudicial killings” of
Palestinians in Judea and Samaria/the West Bank.”

“She adds that the campaign focuses on blaming Israel and its alleged
mistreatment of Palestinians under ‘occupation’ for the “oppression of
Muslims, the deportation of Mexicans, and the shooting of black people”
in the U.S.

The campaign includes a revamped page on the JVP website and a new
URL; a 3-minute slickly designed video that features prominently on its
website which was uploaded to Youtube on June 28; a 22-slide Google
Slide presentation available for community organizers to download; and a
range of materials to help activists spread the message.

“JVP,” Elman writes, “is deliberately helping to stoke hatred against Jews
by insinuating that Jewish organizations are, as one researcher put it, a
“hidden and moneyed force behind the degradation and manipulation of
governments”.

She notes that, in addition to its pro-boycott activities, “JVP has been at
the forefront of the effort to stoke racial tension and hatred of Jews through
intersectionality theory in which Israel is portrayed as a global oppressor of
minority communities and the source of problems that these groups face.
The Jewish state thus serves the role in intersectionality theory that the
Jews historically have served in international conspiracy theories, and JVP
is at the forefront of trafficking and disseminating these antisemitic tropes.”

Yes, a small number of American law enforcement officials and officers
have gone to Israel on programs related to counterterrorism but, notes
Elman, quoting Professor Mark Levine (whom she describes as “a harsh
critic of Israel”), “the reality is that the history of militarized policing in the
U.S. is complex and multifaceted–and has nothing to do with Israel. So the
notion that an American cop involved in a police shooting was trained in
Israel, and that this training contributed to an unjustified shooting, is pret-
ty much baseless.”

“As one astute reviewer of the Deadly Exchange campaign recently put
it,” Elman concludes, “JVP has now become “nothing other than an anti-
semitic organization”.”

New “Jewish Voices for Peace” campaign fully crosses line into outright anti-Semitism

My latest response to Mel Fogel
I wish to assure Mr. Fogel I understand the concept and application of

the role of evidence in common law after the many years I have been
involved in administrative law. More importantly, I would like to invite
Mr. Fogel to meet for coffee. We must remember we have much in com-
mon, particularly our love for Israel. So the next time you are in
Winnipeg please get in touch.

So, leave your boxing gloves at home and let’s meet for a healthy dis-
cussion on the issues we have been discussing through the kindness of
the JP&N. I would suggest Bernie also attend so he could write a story
on how disagreement might be turned into agreement through the power
of honest dialogue, and as long as both parties act in good faith. I have
been a mediator for a number of years in Canada and Israel and have seen
people willing to harm each other leaving with the seeds to develop a
friendship. 

Albert Einstein is quoted as having said: “We can’t solve problems by
using the same kind of thinking we used when we created them”.
Dialogue allows for our the imaginations to come up with joint solutions
we might not have thought of otherwise. I look forward to that cup of
coffee.
Best, 
Alan Levy B.A., M.I.R, LL.M
Human Resources, Labour Relations, 
Leadership and Dispute Resolution

State Department defends controversial terrorism report

WASHINGTON (JTA) – The U.S. State Department defended an
annual report on terrorism under fire from pro-Israel groups for saying
that a lack of hope drives Palestinian violence.

Meanwhile, the umbrella foreign policy group for Jewish organizations
expressed its “deep concerns” about the report, saying it shifts responsi-
bility for terrorism from the Palestinians to Israel.

“In that report we consistently highlight terror attacks perpetuated
against Israelis – and I’m just talking about the Israel portion – because
this is a worldwide report,” Heather Nauert, the State Department
spokeswoman, said Tuesday in a briefing when asked about a call from
the Zionist Organization of America for Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson’s resignation because of the report.

“Those terror attacks that are perpetuated against Israelis by Hamas
and others, there is no justification – and we will say that time and time
again – there is no justification for any acts of terrorism,” she said,
adding that Tillerson had no plans to resign.

The Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations
on Wednesday said it wrote Tillerson to express “deep concern” about
the report.

“We hope that Secretary Tillerson will rescind this report and see to an
amended version that properly puts the responsibility for the terrorism
and incitement that has taken such a heavy toll where it belongs on
[Palestinian Authority] President [Mahmoud] Abbas and the PA,” a
Presidents Conference statement said. “This report cannot be allowed to
stand because other countries and terrorist groups may use it to justify
their anti-Israel actions.”

In the report released last week, the State Department listed as “con-
tinued drivers of violence” a “lack of hope in achieving Palestinian state-
hood, Israeli settlement construction in the West Bank, settler violence
against Palestinians in the West Bank, the perception that the Israeli gov-
ernment was changing the status quo on the Haram Al Sharif/Temple
Mount, and IDF tactics that the Palestinians considered overly aggres-
sive.”

The State Department report said that Palestinian leaders had addressed
incitement.

“The PA has taken significant steps during President Abbas’ tenure
(2005 to date) to ensure that official institutions in the West Bank under
its control do not create or disseminate content that incites violence,” it
said. “While some PA leaders have made provocative and inflammatory
comments, the PA has made progress in reducing official rhetoric that
could be considered incitement to violence.”

The report otherwise described Israel as a “committed counterterrorism
partner” and detailed the threats that Israel continues to face, particular-
ly from Iran-backed groups.

LETTER
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Myron Love

Brad Kittner is vying to be
Canada’s next karaoke king.

On Saturday, June 24, Kittner fin-
ished first runner-up in our province’s
annual karaoke championship com-
petition held at the Limelite Tavern in
St. Boniface. As a result, he qualified
for the Canadian championships
which are being held in Calgary at the
end of the August.

“I auditioned for the Manitoba competition a few weeks
before,” he says. “There were about 38 of us who made it
through the audition process for the event, with 18 qualifying for
the final round.“

Even though he finished in the runner-up position, he notes
that all contestants in Calgary start with a clean slate.

Kittner says that he has been singing karaoke on and off for
years but really got into it just about three years ago. “With prac-
tice, I keep getting better and better,” he says.

With karaoke, Brad Kittner is getting back to his first love –
entertaining – after a long hiatus. The budding karaoke star says
that he began singing when he was three years old. His late
father, Fred Kittner (perhaps best known for providing follical-
ly-challenged men with hair replacements), was also a musician
(accordion, keyboards, piano and composer/ lyricist) who per-
formed frequently at the Sharon Home and other Jewish and
Romanian events and venues and who frequently brought
young Brad with him.

“I have often sung at family and friends’ weddings and many
other special occasions,” Kittner says. I performed for many organizations like
Na’Amat  as well as Israeli gala evenings my dad organized over the years.

“Sarah Hochman recruited my father,” Kittner explains. “Dad and I would
perform together. Growing up, I was always involved in music. I sang in the
Talmud Torah choir and at bar mitzvahs. In junior and high school I was in
Garden City Collegiate musicals.” 

From a young age, Kittner was a regular at  popular Winnipeg nightclubs 35-
40-odd years ago. His uncle, Mike Kittner, booked singers for most of the clubs.
“I grew up going to the night clubs with my parents and aunts and uncles and
watching these fabulous singers,” he recalls. “They inspired me and the memo-
ries remain indelible.”

Thinking he was headed for a career in show biz, Kittner studied acting,
singing, dancing, piano and comedy while growing up. But, to his surprise, his
parents had other ideas about his future.

“Here I was envisaging teaching theatre at the University of Manitoba or
maybe even going to New York and Broadway but, when I turned 18, my par-
ents told me I should forget about a professional career on stage and pursue a

more stable career,” he says. 
In the end, he acquiesced to the pres-

sure and became an interior decorator –
first working at Eaton’s in sales and soon
after as a departmental manager and
buyer at the downtown store.

He later worked for The Bay,
Penthouse Furniture and, most recently,
Sears Home Store. With Sears closing
the Home Store in the spring, Kittner has
found  himself out of work which, in this
case, may turn out be a good thing: an
opportunity to refocus on his first love.

Kittner credits Jacqui Fox (who has
also been profiled in the Jewish Post &
News), and who organizes weekly
karaoke evenings at Saffron’s Restaurant
on  Corydon,  as one of a number of peo-
ple who have encouraged him to get seri-
ous about karaoke and singing in gener-
al.

He notes that, on stage he does a lot of
the standard stars – such as the late, great
Nat King Cole and his daughter, Natalie,
Tony Bennett, Tom Jones, Frank
Sinatra, Billy Joel and Michael Bublé.
He adds that he also does a lot of rhythm
and blues, Latin, disco and dance, chan-
neling stars such as Aretha Franklin,

Donna Summer, Lou Rawls, Marc Anthony, Rick Astley, and Diana Ross .
“With Jacqui’s encouragement, I have added some challenging artists such as

Whitney Houston and Jennifer Hudson to my repertoire, putting my own spin
on their songs” Kittner says. 

For the provincial championships, Kittner sang “Almost Like Being in Love”
from the musical Brigadoon and “It Had Better Be Tonight” from The Pink
Panther, a song that Michael Bublé has popularized again in recent years.

“I particularly like the Latin beat,” Kittner says of the latter song. “It really
pumps up the crowd.”

In Calgary, he points out, competitors will be doing four solo performances.
Brad has also entered the duets competition. 

“There will be about 12 contestants from Winnipeg,” he notes. “We are
putting on a show August 27 at The Limelite Tavern at 5:00 pm.

In the meantime, as he is out of work, he is trying to do some fundraising to
help pay his way to Calgary. Readers who may want to consider helping can
reach him at bak_ma@mymts.net.

“All pledges are more than welcome,” he says.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Brad Kittner: local karaoke star

BRAD KITTNER
“Here I was envisaging teaching theatre at the
University of Manitoba or maybe even going
to New York and Broadway but, when I turned
18, my parents tole me I should forget about a
professional career on stage and pursue a
more stable career.”

Chamber of Commerce  - and that
might be something to consider
down the road, I said to those in
attendance. But – for the time

being I said – and because of the Rady JCC’s backing, there is no need to ask
members for a financial commitment before joining the Jewish Business
Network. 

I next introduced Evgeni Morduhovich, who came to Winnipeg from Israel
12 years ago and who now has a successful truck driver training school,
known as Buffalo Driver Training. Evgeni displayed a wry sense of humour
as he described his own experiences as an entrepreneur. 

As a matter of fact, Evgeni told me later, he had been a policeman in Israel.
(He actually was with the Border Police; they are the ones you see quelling
riots.) But – when he came to Winnipeg the demand was for truck drivers, he
said, not for policemen. So – he became a truck driver – without ever having
been one in Israel.  In a short time, he and a partner opened a truck driver train-
ing school, starting with just one truck. Soon after Evgeni also started a store
in West Kildonan known as “Russki Fruski”.

But, it was difficult to sustain two businesses, especially after his partner in
the truck driver school left, Evgeni said, so he closed Russki Fruski. In time,
his truck driver training business has grown to the point that he now has three
trucks and will soon have a fourth, he added.

How did Evgeni network with people when he came here? Russki Fruski
introduced him to many other newcomers with whom he’s networked, he
explained. Like him, many of them are also entrepreneurs. Evgeni said, “it’s
good to be around people who are entrepreneurs…you don’t need to encour-
age them.” (Later that evening Evgeni told me how impressed he was with this
new Jewish Business Network and offered his full support.)

The final speaker July 26 was Jeff Lieberman, someone who is well known
not only in the Jewish community, but in the Winnipeg community as a whole.
A former president of Folklorama and of the Rady JCC (among other organi-
zations to which Jeff has belonged), Jeff cited his volunteer experience as hav-
ing been essential to his business success. “I met a lot of people through vol-

unteering,” he noted. “That’s how I learned to get comfortable with people.”
Formerly owner of a promotional products company known as Great

Promotional Products Co., Jeff is now owner of another promotional prod-
ucts company: Talbot Marketing. How he came to be involved in the promo-
tional products business is an amusing story – but one we’ll save for a later
day. 

As far as building a business is concerned, Jeff said “there is no simple
solution” to doing that, but “I built my business through a lot of networking”.

During his remarks Jeff produced a bag full of promotional items – which
he proceeded to display to the audience – and offer some to anyone who
wanted to take one home. “That’s how you do it,” someone later said to me:
take every opportunity you can to promote yourself.

One final note about Jeff Lieberman: He has just been elected Chair of the
Board of Governors of the University of Manitoba. Congratulations Jeff –
(and thanks for the pen).

There was a short question and answer session following Jeff’s remarks.
We heard from a diverse range of audience members, including someone
from Argentina, someone from Israel, and someone from Brazil – all of
whom offered interesting ideas.

As a post script to this article, even as I was writing it, I received a phone
call from Tamar Barr, assistant executive director of the Rady JCC, who said
she wanted to discuss where we go from here. I told Tamar that I had already
heard from many individuals who were prepared to serve on a steering com-
mittee for the new group. Others had volunteered to work on creating a web-
site. Both those things are essential first steps to making this group successful.

But, one great thing about working with Tamar: When I said we have to
have another meeting in August to build on the momentum and the enthusi-
asm that was generated at the first meeting, she came up with a date imme-
diately: Thursday, August 31st. As with the first meeting, the next one will
also be slated to take place in the garden area of the Campus, with the
Multipurpose Room serving as an alternate location in case of inclement
weather.

If you would like to be added to the email list of the Jewish Business
Network, simply email either me at jewishp@mymts.net or Julia Kramskoy
at jkramskoy@radyjcc.com.

Jewish Business Network
Continued from page 3.
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50% Off Seats – 100% More Value
Shaarey Zedek High Holy Day Perspective

By RABBI MATTHEW LEIBL
I realized something the other day. Shaarey

Zedek has a long history of rabbis over the last
125 plus years, but how many of those rabbis
could look out over the congregation on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur and say to them-
selves, “I sat in those seats when I was a kid!” 

Not many. Maybe not any. 
But I can. 
I remember those annual trips to Shaarey

Zedek when I was younger, both before and after
my Bar Mitzvah. 

I remember the unforgiving brown folding
chairs in the back section of the auditorium
where my family used to sit. 

I remember the dulcet tones of Rabbi Berkal
and the beautiful melodies of the choir (though I could never figure out
where those voices were coming from!) 

I remember the movement – people moving out, people moving in – all
service long, like one giant parade. 

And I remember braiding my dad’s tallis strings and flipping ahead in
the machzor to figure out how far away we were from the end of the ser-
vice, and tugging on my mom’s arm every five minutes to ask for per-
mission to go downstairs and visit with my friends. 

The unfortunate truth is, I didn’t get much out of those services. And
I’m a guy who, even as a teenager, always had a soft spot for synagogue
and ritual and Jewish music. I wanted to like those services, I wanted to
be inspired and uplifted by them, but I just wasn’t. 

That’s why I am so proud of the changes we’ve made at Shaarey Zedek,
the innovations we introduced to our High Holy Days services last year
and have only continued to build on for this year. 

I can say confidently, if 14 year-old Matthew Leibl were sitting in the
pews (or chairs) these days, he wouldn’t be flipping to the back of the
machzor or braiding his dad’s tallis or trying to find a way to get out of
the room. He would be completely engaged. 

Because this is a service that makes sense in Winnipeg in the 21st cen-
tury.

No service is longer than two and a half hours. 
We designed and created a brand new machzor that is more user friend-

ly, with updated translations, easy-to-follow transliteration for people
who have a little trouble with Hebrew, and modern explanations of all the
old prayers. 

We now have commentary throughout the prayers and the Torah read-
ing. No longer do we just sing something and move on. Now we take the
time to think about and explain what the words of the prayers mean and
why we’ve been praying this way for so long. 

And – this is the best part – we did it by preserving the best parts of our
old Shaarey Zedek services. The same familiar melodies and tunes I
remember Rabbi Berkal and the choir singing are still around, only now
they’re sung by Rabbi Mass, a quartet of singers all under the age of 35,
and a keyboard accompanist. Hineni, U’n’tanah Tokef, Ashamnu, L’dor
Vador, and Hayom, Hayom, Hayom are all still there, just like you
remember them from your childhood! 

Last year was just the beginning. 

Experience High Holy Days at Shaarey Zedek

Members and Non-Members
50% off Standard Seat Prices

If you havenʼt attended in 3+ years or ever
Rosh Hashanah Days 1 & 2, Kol Nidre, and Yom Kippur

Shaarey Zedek has made significant changes over the last few
years to enhance our High Holy Day services. We want as many
people as possible in the community to experience Yom Tov with
us and enjoy the shorter, more meaningful, inclusive and lively
services to kick off the Jewish New Year. 

Shaarey Zedek is offering an exclusive deal of 50% off ticket
prices for Members and Non-Members who have not purchased
or attended High Holy Day services with us for 3 or more years. 

Check out the fine print below or contact our High Holy Day
Seating Coordinator, Lara London, at 204-975-3481 or
lara@szwinnipeg.ca for more information or to book your
seats.

The “Fine Print”

- Members and Non-Members of Congregation Shaarey 
Zedek (CSZ) are welcome to take advantage of this offer.

- In order to qualify for this offer, you must not have
purchased HHD tickets or attended Shaarey Zedek 
HHD Services in the past 3+ years.

- CSZ Members will receive 50% off Member Priced ticket(s). 

- If you are a Member of another Synagogue and want to 
try our services this year you will receive 50% off 
Member Priced ticket(s). 

- Non-Synagogue Members will receive 50% off Non-
Member Priced ticket(s).

- All seats subject to availability

Hope to see you at Shaarey Zedek this Yom Tov!

Photo credit: Elaine Halpert

If you were there, you know exactly what I’m talking about.
If you weren’t, you should come check it out this year. I guarantee you

won’t be tugging on your mom’s arm asking to go chat with your friends.
Please have a look at our special promotion on this page for first time atten-
dees and others who have not come to High Holy Day Services at Shaarey
Zedek for three or more years. We hope to see you here!

Shanah Tovah! 

Winnipeg Jewish Schools Reunion update

We are glad to report that the reunion
that has been in the works for anyone who
attended a Jewish school in Winnipeg in
the 1950s or 60s is now a certainty.
According to Zev Cohen, who lives in
Israel and is one of the organizers of the

reunion, as of July 25, 140 individuals had paid the $200 registration
fee. Cohen says that he’s hoping “by October I’d like to reach around
160...There are still people who haven’t even heard about the reunion.
There are also people who’ve heard about it, but haven’t made up their
minds about attending yet.”

According to the WJS reunion website,www.wjs-reunion2017.com,
the schedule of events for the reunion, which is slated to take place
Thanksgiving weekend, Oct.6-9, includes: a cocktail reception and Erev
Shabbat dinner at the Holiday Inn West on Friday, Oct. 6; a group meet-
ing at the same hotel on Saturday morning, from 10 am - 1 pm; brunch
on Sunday, Oct. 8 at the Asper Campus, a meeting with Lori Binder,
Head of School of the Gray Academy and a tour of the school; a bus trip
down “memory lane” from 12:00 - 2:00 pm,  a sock hop in the evening
at the Holiday Inn; a final brunch Monday, Oct. 9 at the Holiday Inn.

If you would like to be part of this reunion, further information is
available on the website.

Canada strips citizenship of ex-Nazi for a fourth time

MONTREAL (JTA) – A 93-year-old ex-Nazi stripped of his Canadian
citizenship for an unprecedented fourth time is vowing to appeal the deci-
sion yet again.

Last week, Canada revoked the citizenship of Helmut Oberlander, a
retired developer in Waterloo, Ontario, who has been accused of hiding
his Nazi past before obtaining citizenship in 1960. The government had
stripped Oberlander of his citizenship in 2001, 2007 and 2012, but the
decisions were repealed after appeals by his lawyers.

Born in Ukraine, he was forcibly conscripted as an interpreter for the
Nazis with Einsatzkommando 10a, a mobile killing unit that executed
thousands of Jews in the former Soviet Union. Oberlander has consis-
tently maintained that he never killed anyone.

A statement issued Wednesday by the Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs hailed the Canadian government’s action.

“We thank and applaud the Canadian government for again stripping
Oberlander of his citizenship,” CEO Shimon Koffler Fogel said. “The
legal facts in the case are not in dispute: Oberlander was a member of a
savage Nazi unit that murdered more than 90,000 Jews in the Holocaust.

“There is no statute of limitations for such heinous crimes.”
Successful appeals for Oberlander and other accused ex-Nazis in

Canada have triggered criticism by Jewish bodies that the Canadian gov-
ernment was not doing enough to bring alleged former Nazi war crimi-
nals to justice.
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Terror attack in Neve Zuf resonates with Simone Cohen Scott

By BERNIE BELLAN
This is a story that involves me, personally, but it provides a salutary les-

son in how incredibly difficult it can be to navigate legal and bureaucratic
channels when it comes to distributing proceeds from an estate.

In 1992 my great-aunt, Anne Greene, died. Aunt Annie, as we knew her,
had never married and had no heirs. Before she died, however, she had
apparently issued three different wills. I don’t know what was in the first
will, but the second will was a simple holograph will. In that will, Annie,
who had been a school teacher for a good part of her life, requested that the
bulk of her estate be given to “retarded children”. 

Of course, that term is now considered inappropriate, but remember that
will was written over 25 years ago. Before Annie died, however, a niece of
hers managed to persuade her to rescind that will and sign another will that
would have left Annie’s entire estate to that niece. Apparently, when Annie
died she left an estate worth approximately $135,000. (In 2015 I was told
by the Public Trustee of Manitoba that, with interest, that amount had
grown to approximately $170,000.)

My mother, Ziona Greene, however, was another of Annie’s nieces, and
following Annie’s death, when my mother became aware that Annie had
been persuaded to rescind her other will, she challenged the legality of the
new will in court. My father, who was a lawyer, took it upon himself to do
the legal work involved in challenging the new will. I was somewhat aware
that Annie’s will had been tied up in a legal battle, but in time I complete-
ly forgot about it.

My parents both died in 2003. Then, in May 2015 one of my sisters was
contacted by the Office of the Public Trustee of Manitoba, who had sent her
a letter saying the Office of the Public Trustee had been managing the
estate of Anne Greene and wanted to bring the estate to some sort of reso-
lution. (After all, it had been 23 years since Annie had died.) My sister had
been the administrator of our mother’s estate and, since our mother had
been contesting the legality of the will that gave everything to this other
niece, the Public Trustee contacted my sister as representative of our moth-
er’s estate. My sister asked if I would deal with this matter.

I approached a good friend who was a lawyer and asked him to act on our
behalves. The first order of business was to attempt to have this other niece
relinquish her claim to Annie Greene’s estate. It was patently clear that our
great-aunt was not at all competent when she signed the will giving every-
thing to this other niece and our lawyer was successful in persuading this
other niece to abandon her claim to our great-aunt’s estate.

As well, when it came to deciding what would be a proper manner in
which to carry out our late great-aunt’s wish to have the bulk of her estate
allocated to “retarded children”, I suggested that Shalom Residences would
be a suitable recipient.

In October 2016 a judge in Court of Queen’s Bench ruled that one half of
Anne Greene’s estate, after payment of administration expenses, was to be
paid to Shalom Residences, with the other half to be distributed among the
known descendants of Anne Greene’s siblings. (The Public Trustee had
undertaken a search for those descendants and had come up with a list of
names. I must admit I am amazed at how those names were produced;
apparently there are investigators who specialize in that sort of thing.)

So, you might have thought it wouldn’t be too long before Shalom
Residences, at least, would be able to receive whatever portion of Anne
Greene’s estate that the judge had ordered be given to them. As for the rel-
atives – well, to be fair, I knew that it might take some time to find every-
one mentioned in the list of names, on top of which, each of those individ-
uals was required to produce documentation to prove that they were who
they said they were. And frankly, once whatever money there is in the
estate is divided up among all these relatives, what most of us would be
looking at is a couple of thousand dollars at best.

But – in the case of Shalom Residences, we’re talking about something
in the neighbourhood of $75,000 – not exactly chump change. I wondered
why, at the very least, the Public Trustee couldn’t give Shalom Residences
the portion of Anne Greene’s estate that the judge had ordered back in
October they were entitled to receive. In May I emailed the person who is
handling this matter for the Public Trustee, someone by the name of
Barbara Regier. In my email I asked her: “Why not simply hold back the
moneys for those heirs of Ann Greene that you are not able to contact and
proceed with the distributions to Shalom Residences and those heirs you
have identified? Surely that would satisfy the court’s instructions.” I didn’t
hear back from Ms. Regier.

A little later (June 7), I wrote to Nancy Hughes, Executive Director of
Shalom Residences, asking her whether she had heard anything from Ms.
Regier. Nancy responded that Shalom Residences had been asked to pro-
duce a notarized copy of Shalom Residences’ Articles of Incorporation. On
July 18 I received a further update from Nancy, who wrote: “No update yet
from Public Trustee, just confirmation that they received what they needed
from us. I will let you know when we hear more.”

As far as my hearing anything from Barbara Regier – well, she stopped
responding to me long ago. Funny – it was the Public Trustee who con-
tacted my sister 27 months ago saying the office wanted to bring the mat-
ter of the estate of Anne Greene to a resolution. I guess when it comes to
bureaucracies wanting to bring a matter to a resolution though, we’re talk-
ing about years – not months or weeks. 

As for the descendants of Anne Greene’s siblings, who might be expect-
ing to receive some small portion of her estate: Don’t hold your breath. It
appears that wheels move very, very slowly in the Public Trustee’s office. 

Bureaucratic delays by Public Trustee of Manitoba prevent 
Shalom Residences from receiving $75,000 gift

In our May 17 issue we ran a story by Simone Cohen Scott
about a visit she had made this past March  to the community of
Neve Zuf.

Here is an excerpt from Simone’s account of her trip to that
community:

Neve Zuf is one of the first communities founded in the hills of
Samaria. Initially it was called ‘the fortress’ because its resi-
dents lived in the abandoned British Mandate police station -
all of them, and they’d shared one phone, one kitchen, one bath-
room. They came a long way in four decades, now with beau-
tifully appointed two storey homes and all the amenities.

This community, last Chanukah, experienced deliberately set
fires. I was told the initial fires, in the countryside, likely were
not arson. But it gave some people some ideas, and so several
individual homes were set on fire and burned to the ground. Many of the
families were away on vacation, fortunately. One woman, typical of others,
heard by cellphone that she had nothing left....not a snapshot, not a spoon,
nothing. Another woman, in her home, realized something was amiss when
she saw cars leaving....after sundown on erev Shabbat! She immediately
mobilized the volunteer emergency crew. No one was injured. We saw intact
houses next to burned out lots, interspersed with the ubiquitous 40-year-old
prefabs for the newly homeless. Nevertheless, the prevailing mood in Neve
Zuf is to get busy and build again. Amazing.

Then, on Friday evening, July 21st, terror struck Neve Zuf again when a
terrorist managed to infiltrate that community and was welcomed into the
home of a young couple who had been celebrating the birth of their baby.
The terrorist stabbed to death the grandfather of the baby, along with the
baby’s aunt and uncle before he was stopped by a soldier who happened to
be on leave  and who heard the shouts coming from  next door.

Simone forwarded us an email from Sondra Baras, who is with an orga-
nization known as Christian Friends of Israeli Communities. (Sondra is

actually an Orthodox Jew herself.
She spoke to a gathering of Winnipeg Friends of Israel here in 2016.)

Sondra was the person who brought Simone to Neve Zuf in March.
Simone had emailed Sondra, asking her whether there was a need for dona-
tions for either the young family that had been targeted in the terrorist
attack or for the community of Neve Zuf as a whole.

Here is what Sondra wrote back to Simone: Emails are flying around
cyberspace seeking assistance for the family and for security equipment for
the community.  I have been told by the community leadership that there is
no need for this.  The government of Israel has already budgeted a full sur-
veillance system - unfortunately it had not yet been installed to prevent this
attack but it will be installed ASAP.  And the survivors of this attack will be
taken care of by the Israeli government.   The family members need your
prayers and would love to receive letters of encouragement from you.  But
they don’t need your funds. (The link that Sondra gave in her email was to
a website for a Neve Zuf Youth Club: www.cfoicheartland.com/dona-
tions/youth-club/)

A house in Neve Zuf damanged by a
Molotov Cocktail thrown by a terrorist
last December

The three victims of the terrorist
stabbings on July 21st, also in Neve
Zuf



(JTA) – “Drop your pants.”
The order came curt and

clipped, and it caught me by
surprise.

What?!
“Drop your pants,” he

repeated sternly.
I had been subject to the

indignities of Israeli security
before, but never this.

I was in a holding area of the Israeli Embassy in
Amman, Jordan, on my way to a meeting with a senior
Israeli official in the building. I had been thoroughly vetted: They knew I was
a journalist, I had an appointment with a senior embassy official to talk about
Israeli-Jordanian relations and the meeting had been facilitated by a high-
level contact of mine at the Israeli Defense Ministry.

So why was this guard now telling me he needed to look inside my under-
pants?

I was reminded of my experience this week when I heard the news on
Sunday that an assailant in Jordan who had been hired to move furniture
stabbed an Israeli Embassy guard with a screwdriver before being shot dead
by the guard.

My visit to Jordan took place more than a decade ago, in 2006, during a rel-
atively quiet time in the Middle East. I was in the Hashemite Kingdom to
write a series of stories for JTA, and I had been making the rounds in
Amman.

The day before, I had visited the University of Jordan, where I was sur-
prised to find a Star of David spray-painted on the steps leading to the
school’s Department of Shariah Islamic Law. Only later that evening did I
realize that the star was there so that visitors could stamp on the Jewish and
Israeli symbol every time they entered the building.

It was a busy trip. I met with government officials and political scientists,
toured gritty streets in Palestinian refugee camps and had a secret rendezvous
with a Muslim Brotherhood official in a hotel lobby.

I had come to the country on my own, entering
Jordan overland from Israel at the Allenby
Bridge crossing in the West Bank. Traversing the
border had taken much longer than I had antici-
pated, and by the time I got through I was late to
a meeting at the Jordanian Defense Ministry. So
I took a cab straight there, showing up for my
meeting nearly an hour late and wheeling the
large suitcase I had brought for my trip.

The ministry staff waved me right through
with a smile, nobody giving my suitcase – or its
contents – a second thought.

But the Israeli Embassy, located in an upscale
Amman neighborhood, was more like a fortress.
Guards had shouted at me angrily as I tried to
approach the building, and let me enter only
when I explained in fluent Hebrew who I was. I
had encountered nervousness among security
staff at Israeli embassies before – just six months
earlier I had experienced similar skittishness
outside the Israeli Embassy in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, and security staff at the Israeli Mission
to the United Nations in New York once inex-
plicably confiscated my lunch – but that was
nothing compared to Amman.

In the holding area, guards rifled through the
contents of my bag, turning on and off my cam-
era and closely examining my audio recorder –
this was in the pre-smartphone era. They opened
my wallet and removed its contents, examining
the credit cards and cash as if they could have
been laced with anthrax. They told me I couldn’t
bring any of my equipment into the meeting
except my pen and a notebook.

Then they told me to drop my pants.
At first I angrily refused, face flushed, voice

rising. From my experience, outrage often works
in Israel, especially with authority figures. In
America, the opposite is true: Losing your cool
with someone in a position of authority, like air-
port security or police, can land you in big trou-
ble.

But in Israel yelling is part of the national cul-
ture and an acceptable part of negotiation – a
symbol that you’re no “frier,” or sucker. It’s
often met with grudging respect and some kind
of compromise.

Not this time.
So after some back and forth I finally dropped

my pants. Then they told me they
needed to look inside my under-
pants.

I got real hot under the collar –
except by this time my shirt was off,
too.

“Is this really necessary?” I said
furiously, my heart pumping like
mad. In the back of my mind, I was
thinking: Why today, of all days, did
I choose to wear my tighty-whities?

The security officers were calm. If
you don’t let us look, you can’t go in, they told me.

I hesitated. Then, clenching my teeth and looking at the ceiling, I pulled out
the waistband.

A moment later my pants were back on and I was led into a cozy office
where I had a leisurely off-the-record chat with my interlocutor at the
embassy. He offered me tea and sympathy, and we talked not just about
Israeli-Jordanian strategic ties, but the personal challenges of an embassy
posting in a country where security protocol bars you from going out at night
or even taking a walk around the block. Israeli Embassy staffers in Amman
are prisoners in their own embassy, which has a residential complex on site
so staffers never have to leave the building.

Given the occasional paroxysms of violence against Israelis in places like
this – recall the mob who stormed and ransacked Israel’s embassy in Egypt
in September 2011, the Jordanian soldier who opened fire and killed seven
Israeli schoolgirls in 1997, a 2000 episode where an Israeli Embassy official
was shot in Amman, or this week’s screwdriver attack – those security con-
cerns seem justified. You can certainly understand the atmosphere of high
alert behind Sunday’s incident.

And given the indignities others have to endure at the hands of authorities
– not least, minorities and immigrants in my own United States – my little
episode at the embassy in Amman should be easily forgotten.

But did they really need to look inside my underpants?

The time Israeli security strip-searched me at their embassy in Jordan

By

URIEL HEILMAN

Wednesday, August 2, 2017, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   9

Israel news

 
 

���������	�
����� ��
 

 
 
�
����
���������������
�	���������	����
���
������������	���	��	�
������	�����	���������� �	��	���
����������������
��	�	�����������	���!����������	������
��
�	
��
���
�	��������
������	��
�������	"�	���
������	��� �������� ��
� �
#
"���
��� ���� 	��"
�
����	��� �!� "
��	��� 
��
� ��"����"� ������ !��	"��� ���"���
�
�	��$�����	"��
�$��������������������%���&����	""��"�����'
����"
�	��	��"
�
��	�����
����$���
�	���(	!
�����
������	��� )����
���� 	��"��	��� ���� �
�"�� "�����
�� ����
���� �������%� � � &��� ��#
� 
��
��	#
� �����	��"�

��
�	
��
��
#
"��	������������	�����"
���������!���
��
�����
��$������!�"	�����������
������
"
#�������� 
�
�������� �
��

�� 	�
�""�� ��� ��
� ����
�$�� "
#
"%� � *�� ���	�	���� ���� ��	��� ��� "
���� +� �
���$� �����
�
���

��
�	
��
�� ���
�	��� �"���	��� ���� 
#�"���	��� �'	""��� ��������	��� ������	���	��� �'	""�� ���� ��
� ��	"	��� ���
���	#��
����
����!��
�	���
�����!
��	���"���������
���
��	�
��	����!���
�
�'
������������
���!�����
�,-���
�
�����%����	�����	�	����
�����������
�.�
���	#
��	�
���������	�����
��
���!���
����$���
�	��������
�
���
�
��%����
�
&����	""��"����
��
�����	�"
�!��/�
�

• �"���	������������	����������
���!�0-%1��
• )��
�#	�	������
����!�2�����
""�������
�������������	�������������������������������� �	�
����!!�
• 3#
��

	�����
������"��"���	�������
���!�����
����������
�����
���
• .����	�����
�����
��!�"�	��"
�
����	�������
#�"���	����!��""�����������	��	����
��
�����
���
• *�
��	!�	���
�
��	�����
�����������
��	���������	����

����
• 4��	���������!!������������'
��#�"���

������	��

��
• *���"��
���""������	����	�����
����'
�	����
�����
�����	�
��	�����
����'
�	����!�
#
��������

����������	��	����
����������
�����
���
• *�
��	!�	��������
#
"��	��������
���	������!����
����
����$���	��	���
• �	�
��	�����
��
#
"���
����!���#�"���

���������������	��"��
��+55�#�"���

����
• *�
��	!��!���	��������
���	��"��	�����
���
�����	����!��������������"��

 
�	�����	�	���	��!�"" �	�
��	������
��

'
�������
#
�	�������	��
���%�
�
6���!����
��	�!�����	�����������
�����������"
��
����������%����7��%����
�
*��
�
��
��	��	#	���"����
�	�#	�
���������	����
	���
���
���	�����"����
��
����	�������4������-+��,5-8���/��
������9����7��%���%���
�
�
����������		��

	�����������

	�������������	��������	���������������������������������		���������������



10 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, August 2, 2017

Community news

By SHARON LOVE
The National Bank Challenger tennis

tournament took place at the Winnipeg
Lawn and Tennis Club from July 8th to
July 16th, 2017. This tournament is affili-
ated with the ATP World Tour for men and
the International Tennis Federation for
women. Players try to move their rankings
up and several players here actually just
played at Wimbledon. Among the partici-
pants were two Israelis, Dekel Bar and
Edan Leshem.

Bar got knocked out early in the tourna-
ment. However, Leshem fared better. He is
20 years of age and is currently in the
Israeli military with one more year to
serve. He is also the second best Israeli ten-
nis player. He coasted to the quarterfinal
where he defeated Yusuke Takahashi from
Japan, 7-6 and 6-3.

Leshem’s coach for the last four years
has been Amos Mansdorf whose career
high singles ranking was #18 in the world
in 1987, which has been the highest rank-
ing for any male Israeli tennis player.
Mansdorf now serves as the chair of the
Israeli Tennis Centre and works with the
Israeli Tennis Association youth program. 

I spoke with coach Mansdorf just before
Leshem’s semifinal match against the more
experienced Blaz Kavcic from Slovenia.
Mansdorf commented that in order to
improve, it is important to play against
higher ranked players. Leshem did lose the
semifinal to Kavcic, 7-6 and 6-3. 

After the match, Leshem noted that his
biggest challenge now and for the next year

is to try to stay in shape and practice as
much as he can while still in the military.
Afterwards, he wants to devote his time to
improving and playing as much as possi-
ble. 

With this affable young man’s determina-
tion and enthusiasm, he will hopefully do
well! Following his  Winnipeg appearance,
he was slated to go to tournaments in
Gatineau, Binghamton, and Washington
before heading home.

Israeli tennis players here for tournament

(l-r): tennis player Edan Leshem,
Sharon Love, coach Amos Mansdorf.

Jackie Rosner has been a long-time volunteer coach
with Manitoba Special Olympics, having coached ath-
letes in a variety of sports, including floor hockey, bas-
ketball, bowling, swimming, cross country skiing, and
snow shoeing.

So, when the Canada Summer Games invited interest-
ed individuals to apply to be torchbearers for this year’s
games - and to have applicants indicate how they had
volunteered for the community, it was easy for Jackie to
prove her suitability for the position.

Not only has Jackie been a long-time coach, in her
own career as an athlete, she was also an excellent
swimmer (which she also instructed for 23 years), a ten-
nis player – for 30 years, and a ringette player for 14
years.

Congratulations Jackie -  a well-deserved honour!

Jackie Rosner one of the torchbearers for
Canada Summer Games
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Joanne Seiff

According to Jewish Federation
CEO Elaine Goldstine’s recent
email, Winnipeg welcomed over
5,700 Jewish newcomers in the last
16 years. Perhaps this number does-
n’t even count everybody. What
about the Canadian-born children
of recent Jewish immigrants? What
about those who identify as Jewish

and move to Winnipeg independently? My family wasn’t
recruited to Winnipeg and Canada through the Jewish com-
munity, but through my husband’s job. Do we count?

This number left me in awe. Imagine these newcomers’
inherent potential. The Canadian government bases immigra-
tion decisions upon people’s professional skills, financial sta-
bility, and their health. These capable individuals came to
Winnipeg.

What? You say. Why move to Winnipeg? We get this ques-
tion frequently. Long-time locals can’t believe that we chose
to move here. In the summer, particularly, I find this to be so
strange. Winnipeggers suffer from perennially low self-
esteem, despite amazing festivals, great parks, interesting
restaurants and shops, and a relatively affordable
lifestyle. Yes, it gets cold in the winter. There are
bugs here for a couple months. So what? (If you
live in the Southern US, bug season is nearly
year-round. It all depends on what you’re used to
experiencing. To me, it seems like there isn’t a
huge bug problem in Winnipeg.) 

Recently, I talked to someone who is about to
move from Winnipeg to a big city with a sizeable
Jewish community. Her anticipation was palpa-
ble. She recounted all the things that she could
enjoy there. Along with traffic, high housing
prices, crowds, and other big city delights, she’d access many Jewish com-
munity assets.

Upon reflection, what struck me is that in order to embrace and enjoy
what we do have, we all have to accept compromise -and maybe even dis-
appointment- in life. For instance, in the Torah portion Va-et’chanan,
Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11, Moses pleads with G-d to let him enter the land
of Israel. Moses’ wish is refused. Despite all his striving, Moses doesn’t get
his heart’s desire. (Most of us don’t, frankly!)

These issues of compromise and disappointment come up when dis-
cussing small-city life, with a ‘smaller’ Jewish community. Many focus on
the negatives, believe me. People draw metaphorical ‘lines in the sand’ all
the time about where they will attend synagogue (or not attend), as well as
what they won’t tolerate from others in the Jewish community.

For instance, some Winnipeggers have such strongly held views on
Israeli politics that others feel afraid or ostracized if they voice their opin-
ions. Others wish that Jewish community resources were doled out differ-
ently. Some people long for Jewish daycare and camping options for their
kids that embrace both fun AND liberal Jewish educational content and
values. Others seek more traditional resources in terms of kashrut or edu-
cation. Still others want a ‘bagels and lox’ approach, but are uncomfortable
with the religious aspects of their ‘Jewish’ identity. 

Individuals might visit someplace Jewish in the city once. They decide
that some ritual or theology there bothers them – and never return to that
Jewish institution. Still more Winnipeggers want things to be nostalgic, “the
way they always were.” They resist any change. We have many opportuni-
ties to voice dissatisfaction with the way things are, no matter our opinions
or how we perceive things to be. How often do we seek solutions instead?

Accepting compromise and the occasional disappointment is necessary
in life. I’ll be honest: so far, I haven’t found the “perfect” spot for our fam-
ily. I struggle with juggling what my kids need in terms of programs and
educational support along with what my husband and I seek. My values
concerning Tikkun Olam (fixing the world), Derech Eretz (how we behave
towards others), egalitarianism or Jewish environmentalism may not per-
fectly align with what’s here. I may disagree with others on Israeli politics
or Messianic theology. That said, being thoughtful about my practice does-
n’t mean I can choose to isolate myself completely. Jews need to pray as
part of a community, even if we don’t all agree on everything.

We can draw these arbitrary lines in the sand based on ritual practice or the-
ology. Yet one of the great values of living in a smaller city is making com-
promises. We must innovate according to what we do have. In fact, we con-
sistently welcome newcomers every year with special skills and knowledge
of the Jewish world beyond Winnipeg. How do we utilize that knowledge?

Are we asking newcomers to fit into the ‘slots’ of the established Jewish
community here? Do we expect everyone to do things “the way the
Winnipeggers have always done it?” By contrast, are we inviting them to
offer their unique perspectives to widen and deepen our Jewish experi-
ence? 

Many people have told me they feel alienated when they volunteer their
skills (or offer to work as professionals for Jewish organizations) and their
contributions aren’t valued. The question we must ask is whether Jewish

‘Peggers are open to compromise and innova-
tion in order to evolve. Can we continually
enrich our religious community? 

Is it useful to reminisce about a nostalgic
Winnipeg past? Was it really such a perfect
time? The “golden age” of Winnipeg Judaism
was also an era when Jews were often exclud-
ed from civic leadership, social clubs and even
medical schools. Also, in order to make that
kind of Jewish world function, many married
women, excluded from the paid labor force at
that time, volunteered countless hours of free
skilled labor. 

Do we repeat mistakes of the past by insist-
ing we cling to the way things were? Does this
model exclude the more than 5,000 newcom-
ers who could offer positive contributions?

Like Moses, we may never get to our ver-
sion of “the promised land.” The question is
whether Winnipeg institutions and boards are
open to working towards change here. Must
we move to “the big city” and lose the picture-

perfect summers or small city
feel of the Peg if we want more
up-to-date Jewish enrichment in
our lives? How many newcomers
(and long-time Winnipeggers)
feel so impatient about the slow
pace of change that they just give
up and move?

Are you behind in reading
Joanne’s columns? Joanne Seiff
is the author of a new book–
From the Outside In: Jewish Post

Columns 2015-2016. This column collection is now available for digital
download, or as a paperback from Amazon. See more about her on her
blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

Remake Jewish nostalgia into welcome and innovation

By

JOANNE SEIFF
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Are we asking newcomers to fit into the
‘slots’ of the established Jewish community
here? Do we expect everyone to do things
“the way the Winnipeggers have always

done it?” By contrast, are we inviting them
to offer their unique perspectives to widen

and deepen our Jewish experience? 
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
AUGUST  2

The family of the late

SHIRLEY
SEGAL RYPP

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Wednesday, August 9, 2017
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

The family of the late

DAVID SILVER
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, August 20, 2017
at 10:30 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

The family of the late

LIBBY
GREENFIELD

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, August 13, 2017
at 10:30 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling

In loving memory of our
beloved

father and grandfather

BURRICH
BARSKY
who passed away

July 29, 1969
14 days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN BLUM
who passed away
August 1, 2012

13 days in AV 5772
— Remembered with love by
your wife, children, grand-
children & family.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DAVID
BOONOV
who passed away

July 22, 2015
We laugh, we cry
We remember a wonderful guy
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your wife
Janet, children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

JOE COHEN
who passed away
August 11, 1987
13 Days in Av

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

WILLIAM
COLISH

who passed away
August 3, 2001
14 Days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his son.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYLVIA DIXON-
SILVERMAN

who passed away
August 12, 2000

11 days in Av
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
Howard Dixon and Laureen
Bleet (Jack) and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BILL FELDMAN
who passed away
August 4, 2007
20 Days in Av

You are forever in our hearts
We are grateful for the
wonderful times we shared
— Susan, Jennifer, Jonathan
as well as your many close
friends and family.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MARSHALL
ERNEST HAID

who passed away
August 1, 2012
13 Day in Av

—Sadly missed by his wife
Elba and daughter Lara.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

EVELYN RAYMAN
April 26, 1920 - June 26, 2017

It is with heavy hearts
and profound sadness that
the family of Evelyn
Rayman announces her
passing on June 26, 2017.
Evelyn passed away peace-
fully in her home with her
son Marty and daughter-
in-law Lori by her side.

The funeral service was
held July 2, 2017 at the
Congregation Etz Chayim,
with interment at B’nai

Abraham Cemetery. The pallbearers were Marc
Raymond, Slayden Adleman, Alan Shell, Andrew
Kaplan, Earl Glinter and Joel Dudeck.

Evelyn was predeceased by her parents, Max and
Bessie Shell, her husband of 49 years, Bennie Rayman,
aunt and uncle, Ida and Irv Klasser, aunt Rose Shapiro,
uncle and aunt George and Gertie Klasser, sister-in-
law Sylvia Pollock, brother-in-law and sister-in-law,
Joey and Evelyn Raymond, sister-in-law and brother-
in-law, Jean and Maurice Adleman, and sister-in-law
and brother-in-law, Reene and Jack Yaren.

Evelyn is survived by her son Marty (Lori), daughter
Karla (Eugene) Marks, granddaughter Lana (Doug)
Pulver, granddaughter Kerri (Rob) Chetner, great-
grandchildren, Bennie, Chloe, Max and Lola, brother
Eddie (Rose) Shell, as well as many nephews and
nieces. Evelyn was blessed to live a long and full life.
She was a homemaker while Dad worked in his busi-
ness enterprises in both the personal care home and
restaurant industries.

From the early 1950s until Dad’s passing in 1990,
the family enjoyed the cottage at Winnipeg Beach
during the summers. The Sunday night barbeques with
the Adlemans and the Shells were legendary. From
1976 until 1980, the family enjoyed being active
members of the Royal Manitoba Yacht Club. From
1980 until 1983, the family continued boating at the
Redboine Boating Club.

Mom and Dad travelled the world and wintered in
Palm Springs, California from 1973 until 1990. After
Dad’s passing, Mom continued going to Palm Springs
until 2008.

When her husband Bennie passed away in 1990,
Evelyn exhibited immense strength of character. She
continued to be a strong, vibrant, dynamic and fiercely
independent woman until dementia progressively took
hold and affected her.

Evelyn had a very extraordinary bond with her
brother Eddie Shell. They could not have been closer.
She also enjoyed a unique relationship with her sister-
in-law Jean and brother-in-law Maurice Adleman
whom were business partners for 40 years. Mom was
well respected and had many lifelong friendships.

Mom was very stylish and very much into fashion.
She always took great pride in her appearance, always
being perfectly attired, and never a hair out of place.
She was affectionately referred to as “the blonde
bombshell”.

In later years while in Palm Springs, Evelyn’s artis-
tic talents emerged. Evelyn was a gifted sculptor and
made many beautiful pieces of art work. She was a
lifelong avid majong player and enjoyed her weekly
games with her friends.

Family was very important to Mom. She always had
family in her home during holidays, and always pro-
vided lots of her food and baking. Mom enjoyed
yiddish kite and took pride in observing our traditions.
Mom was a life supporter of B’nai B’rith as well as
Hadassah-Wizo.

The family cannot adequately express our sincere,
heartfelt appreciation to Mom’s wonderful caregivers
over the last number of years. Elizabeth, Tess, Ligaya
and Marlyn cared for Mom with true love and compas-
sion. They greatly elevated Mom’s quality of life.

Mom’s passing leaves a huge void in our lives. We
will strive to honour her blessed memory. Although
she is gone, she will remain forever in our hearts.

If so desired, donations may be made to the Alzheimer
Society of Manitoba, 120 Donald St., Winnipeg, MB
R3C 4G2, (204) 943-6622, or a charity of one’s
choice.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
AUGUST  9

RACHMIEL
BERGMAN

who passed away
23 days in Tammuz, 1991

RUTH
BERGMAN

who passed away
22 days in Av, 2013

— Lovingly remembered by their children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

ESTHER
COLBERG
who passed away

July 29, 1987
3 days in Av

MASSEY
COLBERG
who passed away
August 25, 2001

7 days in Elul

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA
HAMOVICH

who passed away
July 25, 2002
16 Days in Av

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her  children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM
LAZARECK

who passed away
May 23, 1976

23 Days in Iyar

ANNA
LAZARECK

who passed away
September 6, 1989

6 Days in Elul
- Forever missed by your children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

On the 19th Yahrzeit
of our beloved

MARK ALAN
MASARSKY

who passed away
August 6, 1998

15th of Av
— Lovingly remembered,
always in our heart as a
wonderful, son, brother,
brother-in-law and uncle.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SADIE MOSS
who passed away

July 23, 2013
16 Days in Av

Always in our thoughts.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
ODWAK

who passed away
August 19, 2005
14 Days in Av

— He will be fondly
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
brother, sisters, cousins and
all their families and friends.

In loving memory of
IRVING

ROSSMAN
who passed away
August 5, 1998
13 Days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
Dale and Penny, grand-
daughter Robyn and great-
grandchildren Savanna and
Riley.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our dear father,
grandfather, and
great-grandfather

BERNARD
SHIBOU

who passed away
August 12, 1984
14 Days in Av

In loving memory of
our dear mother,
grandmother, and
great-grandmother

SOPHIE
SHIBOU

who passed away
August 6, 2002
28 Days in Av

You are loved and missed every day.
—Your children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHARON TOBI
SHINEWALD

(NEE PUTTER)
December 16, 1944 -

August 5, 2009
15 Days in Av 5769

— Loved, missed and
remembered by husband
Edward; children Benjamin
and Marice, Alix and Todd,
Jeremy and Samantha, and
Michael and Marissa;
grandchildren Orly and Talia,
Shai and Ezra, Lily and Ruby,
Maya and Margaux; siblings
Judith, David and Daniel;
mother-in-law Sophie; family
and friends. 

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of my
husband

MICHAEL
RONNIE STONE

who passed away
August 18, 1997
15 Days in Av

Always in my thoughts
Forever in my heart.
— Haley.

20th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

SARAH B.
WEISMAN
who passed away
August 27, 2000
27 Days in Av

JACK
WEISMAN
who passed away
August 16, 1967

10 Days in Av, 5727
— Ever remembered by your children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETHEL BIRKS
who passed away
August 26, 1997
23 Days in Av

Sadly missed along life's way
Quietly remembered every day
No longer in our life to share
But in our hearts she is always
there
— Your loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

MEYER
COSMAN
who passed away
August 12, 2006
2 Days in Shevat

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by Lois, Barb,
Lorne, Willow, Danielle and
Justin.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BERTHA KLEIN
who passed away

July 27, 2016
21 days in Tammuz

— Forever in our hearts and
sadly  missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARTIN LEVITT
who passed away
August 16, 2011

— Lovingly remembered and
greatly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WILLIAM
LITINSKY
who passed away
August 14, 1990

23 days in Av
Our hearts still ache with sadness
and silent tears still flow
and what it means to lose you
no one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, and family.

In loving memory of

ANN MOSER
who passed away
August 14th, 2006

20 Days in Av
—  Lovingly remembered and
missed every day by your
children, grandchildren, and
friends.

In Memoriam

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRMA PENN
who passed away

July 30, 2013
23 days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
missed by family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROBERT (BOB)
RUSKIN

who passed away
August 6, 2012
18 days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

FISHEL
RUTMAN
who passed away
August 13, 1995

17 days in Av

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

LUBA
RUTMAN
who passed away
August 18, 2015
3 Days in Elul

In loving memory of

MARIAN
DIAMOND

MINUK
who passed away on
August 10th, 2011

The 10th of Av, 5771 which
this year begins on the eve of

August 1st, 2017
There is never a day you are
not thought of.
Whether it’s stopping to smile
at a picture of you,
Laughing about a family
memory,
Or saying something only you
would say,
You are with us.
Watching over your grandson
as he grows up.
Watching over all of us.
We live in our memories of you,
keeping you close,
You are always remembered.
You are always with us.

– Your children and grandson,
Leah and Meir Ghelfenstein,
Tel Aviv
Alan, Ronit and Hunter Keith,
Toronto

6th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNIE
FRANKEL
who passed away
August 21, 1970

19 days in Av
— Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK ISAAC
"IKE" GLESBY

who passed away
August 16, 1998
24 Days in Av

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,
7 granddaughters, 8 great-
granddaughters and your
namesake, Ike.

In loving memory of

SHONA
GOORVICH

August 12, 1998
21 Days in Av

Deeply missed every day
Your gentle spirit guides our
way
— Lovingly remembered by
her parents, brother,
grandmother and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
34th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GILDA KATZ
who passed away

July 30, 1983
20 Days in Av

— You are with us forever,
dearly loved and forever
missed day by day by your
children, grandchildren, sister
and family.

Deadline for the
August 16 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, August 10

ADL condemns
sermons by
California
imams that
called for

destruction of
Jews

(JTA) – The Anti-
Defamation League
decried as “danger-
ous” sermons by
two California
imams that included
prayers for the anni-
hilation of Jews.

On Friday, July
21, Sheikh Ammar
Shahin of the
Islamic Center of
Davis called for the
liberation of
Jersualem’s Al-
Aqsa mosque and
the destruction of
the Jews, according
to a translation of
his sermon pub-
lished by the Middle
East Media
Research Institute.

“Oh Allah, liber-
ate the Al-Aqsa
Mosque from the
filth of the Jews. Oh
Allah, destroy those
who closed the Al-
Aqsa Mosque. ... Oh
Allah, count them
one by one and
annihilate them
down to the very
last one. Do not
spare any of them,”
Shahin said, accord-
ing to the transla-
tion.

Also Friday,
M a h m o u d
Harmoush of the
Islamic Center of
Riverside said that
Jews were planning
to take over “not
only Palestine” but
also “most of the
Middle East, and
even, as I said,
Mecca and
Medina,” according
to MEMRI.

“Oh Allah, liber-
ate the Al-Aqsa
Mosque and all the
Muslim lands from
the unjust tyrants
and the occupiers.
Oh Allah, destroy
them, they are no
match for You. Oh
Allah, disperse
them, and rend them
asunder. Turn them
into booty in the
hands of the
M u s l i m s , ”
Harmoush said
according to
MEMRI.

The ADL’s nation-
al director, Jonathan
Greenblatt, sharply
criticized the ser-
mons in a statement
Tuesday.
“These statements
are anti-Semitic and
d a n g e r o u s , ”
Greenblatt said.
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Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
On the Ninth of Av we commemorate the destruction of the

Second Temple in Roman times. Secular Israelis argue that
the foundation of the new Jewish state is good enough. Right
wing religious Zionists want to rebuild the temple instead of
the mosques and bring the Messiah. The Ultra Orthodox con-
tinue to beg God for mercy. Standing by the Western Wall
surrounded by fanatics of all religious I thought that perhaps
it is better to stay in “Goles” even in the Jewish State. 

Yiddish page

We are seniors
More about my downhill skiing career

I have had such good respons-
es from my story about  downhill
skiing in the Laurentian
Mountains of Quebec, that I
thought I’d tell about  my firs -t
and last, competitive ski compe-
tition! It happened about 1945 in
the Manitoba ski resort of

LaRiviere, currently located 11 Km west of the town of
Manitou, on Highway No. 3 west from Winnipeg.

One day I was approached, by a fellow student engineer,
who mentioned that the faculty was going to enter a
University of Manitoba inter faculty downhill ski competi-
tion, and they wanted me to be part of that team. 

My response was: “Why me?’’ 
The answer was: “Because we have nobody else who has

had any experience with downhill skiing.
“But I’ve never skied competitively,”  I protested.
He said:  “You’ll learn. We’lll give you all the details.”

And so, I was recruited!

The contest was to be held on two ski runs at LaRiviere,
named “Crows Nest” and “Inferno” (aptly named.)

I estimated that “Crows Nest”, which was to  host the
slalom part of the competition, to be a hill  about 200 feet
high (not like the mountain of Lac Beauport in Quebec)
with a huge bowl at the top of the hill followed by wide flat
descent to the base. Gates (poles) were placed in strategic
locations. 

Competitors had to ski between the gates. If you missed
a gate, you could disqualify the entire team. We had to use
a special ski wax, to enhance our speed going downhill.
The ski wax I normally used could also be used for traction
if you had to climb uphill.

The “Inferno” ski run was to be used for the downhill
competition. This was a narrow trail about three feet wide
carved out of the side of a similar hill. The path was too
narrow to apply any braking options, if you were going too
fast and out of control.

All my ski lessons had concentrated on skiing under con-
trol! To this day I have no idea how I managed to stay
upright on my skis on that wild descent under icy condi-
tions.

The time that you were scheduled to take off on your ski
run could make a great deal of difference to your perfor-
mance. If you started near the beginning of the run you
could have fresh snow, which made it easier to do parallel
turns. If you started later in the lineup, you had to deal with
hard packed snow or icy conditions.

Our team was in the latter category!
I should mention that I spent a number of weeks prepar-

ing for this competition.
I had to strengthen the muscles of my legs by setting up

a minor slalom course on the bank of the Red River at St.
John’s Park.

(To be continued.)

Then there was the story about Sam, who owed Abe $100
dollars and couldn’t sleep. 

So his wife calls Abe and says “Sam owes you a hundred
dollars and he hasn’t got it!” 

Then she turns to her husband and says: “Now, Sam, you
get some sleep, Abe’ll be up the rest of the night!”

By

HARRY WARREN
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Moonglow
by Michael Chabon
Harper Collins Publishers, 2016 
430 pages
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

I suppose that Michael Chabon is the hottest
American Jewish novelist around these days.
His books are consistent best-sellers, starting
with his very first novel, The Mysteries of
Pittsburgh (1988), which was written for his
Master’s thesis at the University of California
(Irvine).

I was first introduced to Chabon’s writing a
few years back by a cousin of mine who said
that I had to read The Yiddish Policemen’s Union (2007). I remember think-
ing, as I read that incredibly imaginative book – about Jews having their
own state in Sitka, Alaska, that I wanted to read a lot more from Michael
Chabon in the future.

So, I proceeded to read The Adventures of Kavalier and Klay (2000)
which, like The Yiddish Policemen’s Union, was dotted principally with
Jewish characters. But, a few years ago I read Telegraph Avenue, which
was published in 2012, and I was a little disappointed that Chabon veered
somewhat from having predominantly Jewish characters.

Then, last summer, Chabon came out with Moonglow, which was
described as a fictionalized autobiographical novel. This past year we had
so many books to read as part of the book club this paper sponsors in tan-
dem with the Rady JCC that I didn’t have time to read Moonglow, but I said
to Roberta Malam, who coordinates the book club that, from everything
that I’d read about Moonglow, we just have to make it one of the books on
our reading list this coming fall. (Apparently that wont’ happen, Roberta
just informed me later in the week.)

I actually obtained my copy of Moonglow from the Kaufman Silverberg
Library at the Asper Campus (which is an indication how up-to-date their
book collection is) although you can also obtain a copy from the Winnipeg
Public Library.

Once I started read-
ing Moonglow, I
couldn’t put it down.
The story revolves
around Michael
Chabon’s maternal
grandfather (whose
name is never given in
the book) and, to a
lesser extent, his
maternal grandmoth-
er. 

To give you an idea
how wildly creative
the book is, the very
first page tells the
reader that Chabon’s
grandfather lost his
job to Alger Hiss, the
famed spy who was
sent to prison for giv-
ing secrets to the
U.S.S.R. and who
needed a job when he
was released from
prison. So – a friend
arranged to have Hiss
hired at the company
where Chabon’s
grandfather worked.
In reaction, the grand-
father attacks the
owner of the company
from which he has
just been fired by try-
ing to strangle him
with his own tele-
phone cord – and is
sent to prison as a
result! That all hap-
pens in the first few
pages. I thought to
myself: “Wow! Could

this be true? What a neat grandfather to have!”
To be honest, I have no idea which parts of this

book are based on truth and which aren’t – and it
doesn’t matter at all. As the story develops, we
learn that Chabon’s grandfather was a brilliant
engineer who was a real loner and who was
involved in the hunt for German scientists who
had been responsible for developing the V2 rock-
et. In fact, one of the subplots in the book involves
the grandfather’s obsession with Werner Von
Braun, the famed German scientist who turned
himself into the Americans shortly before the end
of World War II although, as the author notes, the
Russians would have loved to have him too. 

As fascinating as Chabon’s grandfather is, just as interesting is his grand-
mother, who was born to a French Jewish family and who was hidden by
Carmelite nuns during World War II. (Of course, bear in mind that none of
this may be true.) Her experiences during the war, however, have had such
a devastating impact on Chabon’s grandmother that she suffers ongoing
hallucinations, imagining seeing a “skinless horse” that may be a metaphor
for something else; we’re not quite sure.

The interplay between Chabon’s grandfather, who is a taciturn, rather
unpleasant sort, and his grandmother, who can be charming one moment,
then totally withdrawn the next, provides some fascinating insight into
Chabon’s own development as a highly imaginative writer. (Again though,
if the story is largely made up, Chabon is one hell of a B.S. artist.)

It turns out that Chabon knew almost nothing of his grandparents’ pasts,
as his grandfather never talked much about his own life and his grand-
mother died when he was still quite young. In the last three weeks of his
grandfather’s life though, as he lays on his death bed, he opens up to
Michael, revealing a series of incredible events that Chabon weaves
throughout the book.

What will make this especially compelling for Jewish audiences are the
continued references to Jewish life in post World War II America. Unlike
The Yiddish Policemen’s Union, which was set in an entirely imaginary set-
ting, Moonglow flits among Jewish enclaves in Baltimore, Philadelphia,
New York and Florida, where his grandfather lives at one time or another.
(The time he spends in a Florida retirement community, being pursued by
Jewish widows or divorcées who are constantly trying to win him over with
their special dishes, is especially entertaining – as is his pursuit of a pet-eat-
ing python.)

And, as anyone who has read anything by Chabon has to admit, whether
you like his style of writing or not, his use of words can be awe-inspiring.
When I read someone with a gift for descriptive language as sophisticated
as Chabon, I ask myself: “Does it come easily to him or does he have to
slave at what he does?” It turns out that Chabon is greatly disciplined; he
writes from 10 pm to 3 am Sunday through Thursday every week. And, it
takes him a long time to turn out one of his novels – four years between
Telegraph Avenue and Moonglow.

One more thing about Michael Chabon: It came to my attention while I
was listening to a radio interview with his wife, Ayelet Waldman, who is
also a successful novelist, that they are both ardent supporters of the New
Israel Fund. When I looked into their connections to the NIF, I learned that
they had both been in Israel recently – with their two youngest children.
Apparently their two older children refuse to go to Israel, critical as they
are of Israeli government policies toward Palestinians. It’s not really rele-
vant to this review, but reading that two young people, both of whose par-
ents are recognized as representative of liberal American Jewish thinking,
refuse even to travel to Israel, is an indication how much trouble Israel is
in when it comes to retaining support among younger generations of
American Jews. (I’m not saying whether that’s good or bad; it’s just an
observation of the current situation.)

One final note about Moonglow: Avowedly irreligious all his life, when
his wife dies, Chabon’s grandfather begins attending Shabbat services in
whatever city he finds himself. As he explains to young Michael, “There
are no atheists in foxholes” (not that that’s not a well-known phrase). It did
remind me though, of my own maternal grandfather, who never much liked
going to synagogue, as I recall, but who started attending regularly in the
last years of his life. I wonder whether seeking to be part of a larger Jewish
community – even after having forsaken it for most of one’s life, is some-
thing that will continue to resonate among assimilated Jews as they
approach the final years of their lives in years to come? If Moonglow offers
any lessons to us, one of them is that Jewish identity can take a myriad of
forms, but ultimately, as much as we may lampoon so many aspects of what
being Jewish involves, for those of us who are lucky enough to have been
given a decent sense of Jewish identity, it’s something that we’ll treasure –
no matter how far we may stray from traditional Jewish life.

With “Moonglow”, Michael Chabon creates a fictionalized 
account of his grandparents’ lives
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A Horse Walks into a Bar
by David Grossman 
Alfred A. Knopf, 2017 194 pg. 
Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG

On June 21 this year, the Middle East Media
Research Institute (MEMRI) reported that the
2017 Man Booker International prize had been
awarded to Israeli author David Grossman for
his book, A Horse Walks into a Bar. That news
evoked various responses in the Arab media
(Special Dispatch No. 6969: “Arab
Journalists: Award Of Man Booker
International Prize to David Grossman
Reflects High Standing Of Israeli Literature”).

“Some figures called to know and appreciate
Israeli literature and culture, and emphasized
that an Israeli author’s winning of the prize is
not a sign that Israel is imposing its views on
the global cultural scene, especially since
Grossman opposes the policy of the Israeli
government. Another writer attacked
Grossman, saying that, even though he speaks
out against Israeli policy, his political views
did not keep him from serving in the Israeli army and from ‘justifying his
country’s wars and its aggression,’” said the MEMRI website.

Meanwhile, the Arts and Culture section of the Al-Jazeera website report-
ed on the day following the announcement: ‘“On Wednesday, the Israeli
author David Grossman won the prestigious Man Booker International
Prize, awarded to works that are translated into English... Grossman is the
first Israeli author to win this prestigious literary award.”’

It also stated that “the translator of the book, Jessica Cohen, who won the
prize along with Grossman, announced that she would donate the prize
money to the Israeli human rights organization B’Tselem.”

That’s great publicity, and demonstrates, once again, the universality of
literature: viewing oneself as part of humanity as a whole.

Of course, one could also say, as the celebrated Victorian-era Irish play-
wright/poet/short story writer and wit Oscar Wilde wrote: “There is only
one thing in the world worse than being talked about, and that is not being
talked about.”

Talking is, in fact, what this poignant/sympathetic, funny, and intimate
novel is all about. 

Enter “the short, slight, bespectacled” Israeli comic Dov Greenstein, age
57. He’s on stage in a small club in Netanya, a Mediterranean resort city in
central Israel. 

In the audience is our narrator, a retired district
court justice, Avishai Lazar, who knew Dov as a
boy. He was invited to the performance by the
stand up comic and wonders why?

There are a few others too who knew Dov as an
awkward, skinny kid, best remembered for walk-
ing on his hands to baffle the neighborhood bul-
lies. One of those individuals is, “Pitz,” a dignified
woman wearing makeup, who, like Dov, was
always an outsider because of her dwarfism. She
remembers Dov with fondness for his kindness
towards her when all the other kids used to make
fun and take advantage of her. 

There’s a method to Dov’s mad and rambling
chatter. It’s a form of therapy – a way for him to
return to the terrors of his childhood: We meet his
stunning mother, a Holocaust survivor “in need of
constant monitoring,” and his harshly demanding
father, “a striver” who had little understanding of
his creative and unusual son; but, nevertheless,
still cared deeply for him.

Recollecting his week at a military camp for
youth – where Lazar witnessed what would

become, as he notes, “the central event of Dov’s childhood”– Dov
describes the unspeakable while Lazar “wrestles” with his own part in the
comedian’s story of loss and survival.

Comic verisimilitude is heightened by the inclusion of some hilarious off
colour jokes during Dov’s manic and sweaty routine.

“Laughter is a good way to breathe again,” Grossman, the author of
numerous novels and works of non-fiction, said during an interview on
CBC Radio’s “The Sunday Edition” earlier this year. “It’s a way to allow
me to convey a story in a totally different way. There is an act of generos-
ity in telling a joke. There is something of deep betrayal in good stand up
comedy too. You have to betray your audience if you want to be a good
stand up comedian. You start by molding them, shaping your audience as a
collective by the language you use and all kinds of hints of the culture they
belong to....

“Then, when they feel they are baked together – cooked together with
you. Suddenly, you go out from this point of view, a totally unpredictable
point of view, and you bite them like a snake. And, suddenly for a second
they feel that the earth is moving under their feet – that there might be an
abyss opened. They look into it and they will be terrified because you
reveal something to them that they did not know beforehand.”

A Horse Walks into a Bar, which lurches between laughter and madness,
will take you there.

A Horse Walks into a Bar wins Man Booker Prize

DAVID GROSSMAN poses with his book A
Horse Walks Into a Bar. Photograph: Daniel
Leal-Olivas/AFP/Getty Images

Books
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Maccabiah Games

By BERNIE BELLAN
Ten Winnipeggers recently participated in the Maccabiah Games in Israel

(if you include Leonard Asper as a Winnipegger). The Maccabiah Games
are held every four years. This year’s games saw 10,000 athletes repre-
senting 80 different countries come  to Israel from July 4-18. In addition,
22,000 fans also came from outside Israel.

Athletes are divided into four categories: junior, 15-18; open - open to
any age; masters - different minimum ages in different sports; and para-
plegic.

Two of the Winnipeg athletes who competed in individual sports acquit-
ted themselves very well. 

Swimmer Sydney Hnatuk Swick, who is 15, competed in a variety of
swimming events at the games. She was the top performing Canadian
swimmer in the junior (under 18 category), making it to the finals in each
event in which she was entered. In the open water competition Sydney
placed fourth out of 40 swimmers. Next up for Sydney are the Canada
Games - right here in Winnipeg. (Sydney will be competing in the second
week of the games, in the 100 and 200 m. backstroke, 1500 m. freestyle,
and in the open water competition, to be held at Birds Hill Park.)

For Matthew Bernstein, 25, track and field was the area in which he
decided to compete -  in the open category although, as he noted to Harvey
Rosen in an article which we published two issue back, Matthew played
mostly football and basketball during his high school years. Even though
he had some experience in track, coming up against some of the best
Jewish athletes in the world was sure to prove a formidable challenge. Yet
Matthew tells me he finished fifth in both the 100 m. and 200 m. finals and
was part of the Bronze Medal-winning Canadian team in the 4 x 400 relay.

Other Winnipeg participants, all of whom participated in team sports,
included: Shea Gorenstein and Max Mclean - junior hockey (where they
won silver medals);  Keenan Benarroch - men’s basketball; Amanda

Greenberg - women’s
softball (silver medal);
Jessica Hartog, junior
girls’ basketball; Sean
Dollinger, men’s soft-
ball); David Nepon (basketball coach/chaperone); and  Leonard Asper,
masters hockey (silver medalist). 

Thanks to Al Greenberg for providing us with information.

How Jewish Winnipeggers fared at the Maccabiah Games

My grandfa-
ther Herman
Posner had
some skills, but
athletic abili-
ties were not
part of the
genetic pack-

age he gave his seven children - including
my father. Thus, if he could have been
present recently in Israel at the
Maccabiah Games, he would have won-
dered how it was possible that three of his
great-great-grandchildren were compet-
ing in these games. Never mind compet-
ing - actually getting a medal. Yet, it’s
true.

For starters, his great-great grandson,
Asher Segal Braves, from Toronto, a 16-
year-old boy, ran for Canada on the
junior track team in the 4 x 400 meters
and as part of that team, he won a silver
medal. In doing so, he was up against mainly 18-year-old boys. Asher is,
in fact, my sister Linda’s grandson and that he could be good enough just
to make the team is astonishing in itself given Linda’s complete lack of
running talent. 

Another great-great-granchild of my grandfather, Sophie Goodman,
who just turned 17 and lives in Atlanta, Georgia was a member of the
United States junior fencing team that won a silver medal. Sophie is the
granddaughter of the late Beth Diamond Goodman,  of Winnipeg, later of
Montreal. Beth was, like my sister, lacking in athletic abilities. 

As well, Gabby Meltzer, 15, a resident of North Carolina, was part of
the junior American team that won gold in volleyball. Her grandmother,
Cynthia Posner, still lives in Winnipeg. Gabby was born in Winnipeg and
lived there until she was three years of age. 

There you have it. A gold and two silvers for Herman and Katie
Posner’s great great grandchildren. How could that have happened?

For starters, what each of these three youngsters had was a desire to
compete. That has to be the foundation of success in any sport. Second,
each was part of a team, and that certainly helped to inspire their indi-
vidual efforts. Third, the truth is that each trained hard for these games
and were deserved winners. Last, I suppose that another reason the
Posner descendants excelled was that they wanted to do their great great-
grandparents, Herman and Katie proud, but if you believe that statement,

you deserve a medal for naivety. The
reality is that even with the medal count
in the family, one area where there
would be no medals for the family is in knowledge of the family
tree.  None of the three cousins at the Maccabiah Games had the
slightest idea that there were other Posner cousins in attendance. 

I have tried to speculate what in the Herman Posner story could
somehow connect to these medals. And then it struck me: Herman may
not have been an athlete but he was, for a period of his life, a bootlegger,
and he had to sometimes make a quick get away. Thus, he had to have
some experience in getting a fast start similar to his great-great-grandson,
Asher Segal Braves on the track. More significantly, just like Asher, he
loved the track, only Herman’s affection was for the kind of track the
ponies run on. 

Now, it is certain Herman was not used to fencing and likely never
knew what it was, but he was used to the threat of a weapon when he was
involved in running liquor. And, in that sense, he had much in common
with his great-great-granddaughter Sophie Goodman, although Sophie
did not have to fear getting hurt. And, it is also a fact that Herman was
short, so  volleyball was not in the cards for him. But, just as Gabby
Meltzer had to move around on the volleyball court sometimes with
bursts of speed, so too, Herman Posner was used to moving around and
quickly, if necessary, to avoid going to court. 

It’s a long way from 1906 when Herman and Katie Posner came to
Canada, and clearly they could not have imagined that 111 years later
three of their descendants would win medals at something called the
Maccabiah Games in Israel. But, you can bet on this: In the “nachas”
department, Herman and Katie would have won gold. 

My grandfather would have been proud of his 
great-great-grandchildren’s performances at the Maccabiah Games

By

GERRY POSNER

ASHER SEGAL BRAVES
Gerry’s great-nephew from

Toronto won silver at the
Maccabiah Games in the 
4x400 relay as a junior .

SOPHIE GOODMAN,
of Atlanta,

won silver in fencing.

GABBY MELTZER,
who was born in

Winnipeg and who
now lives in North
Carolina, won gold

in volleyball.

SYNDEY HNATUK
SWICK

top performing
Canadian swimmer
in Junior category,
making it to the
finals in every cate-
gory in which she
was entered.

MATTHEW BERNSTEIN (pictured above
in red shirt)  finished fifth in both the 100 m.
and 200 m. finals. He was also a member of
the Canadian 4x400 relay team which cap-
tured bronze - not bad for someone who
played mostly football and basketball during
high school!
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There, I did it again. June turned to July and I was
still procrastinating. Our high-class American
Association Independent Baseball team was half-
way into its’ 100-game schedule; so it was time to go
fishing.

The catch that I reeled in on a hot summer’s day
following the team’s daily batting practice at 4:30
p.m. was a fresh new Jewish Goldeye and I was
hooked on this one as we sat in the empty stands
behind home plate and talked baseball for a half-

hour or so.
Mason Katz is here in Winnipeg for the first time ever for the same rationale

as all the others who pass this way every spring: Our league caters to players
at all stages of their careers. For some it is the path back to affiliated major
league teams or merely an extension of a career that has yet to be realized. Or
they may be with us as free agents praying for a minor miracle. No  - make that
a major one.

Mason, who was born in Harahan, Louisiana and who now lives in River
Ridge played four years of high school ball at a Jesuit school and another four
in college at Louisiana State University where he was primarily an infielder
and caught the eye of more than a few major league scouts.

Well, obviously, he must have because he was a fourth-round selection of the
St. Louis Cardinals. Quite a compliment to the 5’10 “, 190 pound athlete. You
see, while NBA pro basketball drafts for two rounds, and NHL pro hockey goes
seven, Major League Baseball lasts 40 rounds (well over one thousand hope-
fuls) .

How did the Katz family react when the news was released? The personable
and articulate 26-year-old said : “I was excited, absolutely! And my parents
were too. Forty rounds, they must have thought very highly of me that’s for
sure.”

His St. Louis Cardinals’ minor league odyssey consisted primarily of leagues
from Class A to AA such as Florida State, Gulf Coast, Palm Beach, Midwest,
and New York -Penn. (Interesting, isn’t it, that back when I was in elementary
and junior high hosted Winnipeg  a farm team of the same St. Louis Cardinals.
Think pitching legend Steve Carlton and shortstop Dal Maxvill among more
than a few over the years who played here and made it to the big top.)

So how did it come to pass that we had an opportunity to provide Mason with
a diamond in the sun where he could showcase his talents? Perhaps it was just
fate. “I was in AA ball last year. I was hurt. I only played 15-20 games last year.
It was a groin problem first and then my hamstring. So I went to spring train-
ing last year and had another month of spring training and I asked them to let
me go,” he elaborated.

“Right now I’m still optimistic about getting an invite to move on up. I’m
having a great time. I love my teammates here. The guys are awesome. The
staff is amazing. I’m enjoying the moment,” he stated with utmost sincerity.

Since Goldeye manager Rick Forney has been in the game for some time, he
has an impressive number of connections. Mason’s agent got in touch and dis-
cussed his situation with Rick. They thought it was best for Katz to head north.
A few other players who played in the AA were also thumbs up on this berg
and that’s that.

Katz had a real pick-me-up when family paid a visit to Winnipeg on Canada
Day. “My parents, Bill and Jana, my girlfriend, and grandparents too. I had a
couple of good games while they were here. I was struggling for a while and
their being here got me out of it.”

As for his ethnic affiliations, Mason shared a few thoughts on the matter.
“My dad’s side of the family is Jewish. I didn’t have a bar mitzvah. I followed
mainly my mom’s side. Never heard my dad speak more than a word or two
in Jewish. When my uncle passed away the whole service (I recall) was in
Hebrew. I was close to my father’s dad. In general I didn’t take to any lan-
guages when I was growing up..”

If young Katz has an ace in the hole it’s the fact that his middle name -
instead of “Bloch”, should now be Mr. Versatility. To wit, “When Mr. Forney
got in touch with me before I started catching, I told him I caught only three
games in high school.

“He asked me if I would try (at this level) and they liked me behind the plate.
I’ve always bounced around. When I went to college I tried different positions
a few times: first, second, third , and some centre field. When I was with the
Cardinals organization they started me at second. After that they started mov-
ing me around again: first, second, third, right field, and so on.

“Since then it’s always been a plus for me. In the off-season I work out with
a couple of pitchers and they’ve asked me to catch for them. Here I work on
my technique when I catch in the bullpen. My pitchers locate the ball well,
which results in fewer passed balls. I’m having a real good time and I can only
get better,” he explained.

I also inquired as to Katz’s options should he soon realize that it’s time to pur-
sue another path in life other than baseball. “I was very good at golf.
Everybody thinks I could have gone a long way, but I love the action in base-
ball. I’ll still not too old to (resume) my golf game,” he said, while adding that
he had also played some football as well as a bit of ice hockey earlier.

Yes, Mason had also been contacted re joining Israel’s baseball team in the
recent World Classic. And, he was sorry he couldn’t participate because, as I
mentioned earlier, as luck would have it, he had suffered both a groin and ham-
string injury. He said that when the time is more suitable, he definitely wants

to go to not only play ball there but to learn more about the country.
Katz’s major in college was “sports administration.” That involves coaching

and perhaps being an athletic director. “I’ve always wanted to stay in sports,
which has always been my passion,” he said enthusiastically.

In baseball, of course, statistics especially are foremost. It’s your calling card.
As of the AA All-Star break in late July, here are Mason Katz’s latest numbers:
In 56 games and 187 at bats, Mason was hitting .241, which included 45 hits,
11 doubles, a pair of triples, and nine homers.

Hopefully for Katz the best is yet to come.
The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers

football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.
Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to Harvey

Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Mr. Versatility can do it all and then some

�����������
����������	��	
�����	�����	��
	������	�����	�������	���
��	������
��
	����
����
�	�������	���������	�����	��
	������	�����	�������
���
��	������	 ��	������	����	�!����	�"���	��	��	#�	$�
���	
%��������	�������"��	��
	���	������	��
�	����	#&	$��'��	(�)����	���
"�	����	���
	���	�����	�
	�������	�����	)��
	*+,-	�
	�-,./0�-0%�

�����������	���
�������
����
�������������

�����������	
� ��	
��� ���	��
����������	�
����
����

���
������
	����	������������
���
�����
���������

�	���� �
!����
����"�!������"
!���#�!�$����	�
�����"

%�����
�������
�
���&&
������'
�����()*+,,-+.-.-
/�#��()*+,,-+(010
�&2+�"�3���4���

����56#&������7����&�8
�9

��:;6��<����$�
��8�"�
��;����"

+������+

=�>�6�<>��;;
()*+0-(+--,?

@ � 82  � �3�8� �� � � � �

�	�
����
����
��
��
!����#������
!�

��$$��������������
%#����%#�&���#�

������ ����

�:��6<���6
6�6< <66��	���6
6�6 ����1��<��(��<
����	����
���������
����A
��������"�
;&����������B�4��
���������C����������
����������&

��

�
������
()*+*D,+D.10

444�
���B��"�������
�E���3
���B��"�������

�����
������

	��
�� �������
���
/�������A
����
���F
���
�8�;���


;���������"���*����
:&

�B���,)�>�����
��
�������6#��������
������G

����
()*+*?-+-)*?
�&����3�������
<�"�������&��


�������
�
������������

��B������<����8

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

MASON KATZ of the Winnipeg Goldeyes: “Mr. Versatility” when it
comes to playing any position on  the field - except pitcher, so far.



24 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, August 2, 2017

Poland trip

By MYRON LOVE
Prior to World War II, Poland was the centre of

European Jewish life. Its Jewish population of
3.5 million – the largest Jewish community in
Europe by far – accounted for 10% of the total
population of Poland. The Polish Jewish com-
munity had a rich culture and history going back
almost 1,000 years.

Today, the remnants of that once large com-
munity – now free from the additional shackles
of Communism – are struggling to rebuild a
vibrant Jewish community. In late June, 12
members and former members of our communi-
ty – Ahava Halpern, Marni Hellner, Lisa Kroft,
siblings David, Saul and Yvette Perlov (the latter
two live in Toronto and Ottawa respectively),
Cary Rubenfeld and Marion Yarema, Brian and
Carol Sevitt (from Toronto), Saul Simmonds,
Fran Winograd, Anita Wortzman and Ron
Yurman – participated in a first-time symposium – Restoring Memory -
Past, Present and Future of the Jewish Community in Poland – which was
organized by Polish Jewish community leader Magda Rubenfeld
Koralewska (Cary and Marion’s daughter-in-law), with the support of
Poland’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The objective of the seven-day study trip was to educate participants
about Poland’s rich multicultural and often misunderstood past and present
through visiting some of the most important centers of historical and con-
temporary Jewish life in Poland, and meeting inspiring people building
contemporary Jewish communities and institutions. The symposium
included workshops, seminars, walking tours, site visits and panel discus-
sions in Warsaw, Lublin, the former Majdanek Concentration camp,
Markowa and Kraków.

The highly emotional trip left at least two of the participants with mixed
feelings about modern Poland and what they saw and experienced.

“It was fascinating, enlightening, certainly an incredible learning experi-
ence,” says Saul Simmonds. “But I felt that many Poles still don’t get it.
They are still in denial about what happened. It was an issue that I raised.”

David Perlov, whose parents were Holocaust survivors from Poland,
notes that while he found the symposium to be very interesting, there were
some questions that he had a difficult time resolving. He praises the efforts
of people in the Polish Jewish community to really bolster a new Jewish
cultural community but had the sense that there hasn’t been a great deal of
education about the Holocaust.

“My sense is that anti-Semitism still exists in Poland to a significant
degree,” he says.

He comments that it was with some trepidation that he decided to go on
this trip and visit Poland for the first time. “I had thought about it in the
past,” he says, “but wondered if there was anything to see there.”

He is glad he went and felt that the tour was very well organized. “It was
nice to see so many people committed to Jewish culture,” he says. “There
was a vibrancy there that I don’t see in Winnipeg.”

Saul Simmonds’ own links to Poland are tenuous. He says that he did a
minor in Judaic Studies in university that included a paper he wrote on
Jewish partisans. 

“I wanted to see the places where some of the history I studied took
place,” he explains.

Poland was the only country under German occupation where the local
partisans refused to accept Jewish fighters, he points out. As a result, Jews

formed their own partisan units. But Poland doesn’t recognize the Jewish
partisan fighting forces. 

As well, he adds, the museum dedicated to the failed Warsaw uprising
near the war’s end by the Polish resistance only has a small section devot-
ed to the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. (The ghetto fighters received little or no
help from the non-Jewish Polish resistance.)

Then there was the visit by the Winnipeggers to the Chelmno salt mines.
Simmonds observes that in the entire exposition of the hundreds of years
of history regarding the salt mines, there was no mention of the thousands
of slave labourers (including the late Winnipeg Jewish Holocaust educator
Philip Weiss) who were put to work in the mines by the Nazis.

And, he adds, the visitors saw no dedications in Poland to those thou-
sands of Christian Poles who risked their lives to hide their Jewish neigh-
bours and whose names are enshrined at Yad Vashem. 

“We only saw a couple of mentions of collaborators,” he says.
In wartime Poland’s defense though, Simmonds points out that Poland

was the only country under Nazi occupation whose people faced a death
sentence for helping Jews.

On the positive side, Simmonds was impressed by the architecture he
saw. “The old Jewish quarter in Krakow and its synagogues, for example,
have been beautifully restored,” he observes. While there are not a lot of
Jews in Krakow, he points out, the square is stocked with Jewish-style
restaurants, musicians playing klezmer music and people from all over the
world are coming to Krakow to experience the old Jewish quarter and
enjoy the annual Jewish Cultural Festival in Krakow in June and July. 

Simmonds was also impressed by the enthusiasm in Poland for Judaic
studies. “It was amazing to me to see so many university students (most of
them not Jewish) interested in Judaic Studies,” he says. “Our guides were
brilliant, educated young women – one of whom was a convert to Judaism
and the other who is still discovering her Jewish roots.”

For Simmonds, one of the highlights of the trip was attending a cantori-
al concert during the Krakow Jewish festival in one of Krakow’s syna-
gogues. “The place was filled to capacity,” he says. “The singing was
exquisite. And, at the end of it, the audience – who were mostly not Jewish
– rose in a standing ovation.”

Simmonds notes that Poland is still a fairly young democracy (having
been freed from the yoke of Communism less than 20 years ago). “It’s nice
to see Poland’s Jewish community slowly re-inventing itself,” he says.
“And it is also nice to see that people such as Cary (Rubenfeld) and Marion
(Yarema) are able to see the potential there and embracing that potential.”

Mixed emotions for participants in journey of discovery to Jewish Poland

12 Winnipeggers (including two former
Winnipeggers) went on the trip. 

Photos courtesy of David Perlov

The trip included visits to: Warsaw, Lublin,
the former Majdanek Concentration camp,
Markowa and Kraków.


