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Spending by beneficiary agencies
in Jewish community is hugely

important to Manitoba economy

By BERNIE BELLAN

I
n our August 7 issue we reported on alloca-
tions to beneficiary agencies of the
Winnipeg Jewish Federation.

In my article on the subject I quoted from the
report of the Budget & Allocations Committee
of the Federation – and one line which I quot-
ed from the report certainly jumped off the
page for me, although it appears to have come
and gone with little notice (since I didn’t hear
a single comment from any readers about it):
“The report of the Allocations Committee
noted that the budgets of all the beneficiary
agencies combined added to a total of $32 mil-
lion.” (emphasis mine)

$32 million? For a Jewish community
whose actual population is probably some-
where no more than 12,500 (and if the 2016
census is to be believed, the Jewish population
of Winnipeg is far less than 12,500. The figure
of 12,500 is one based on the 2011 National
Household Survey. The 2016 census gives
Winnipeg’s Jewish population as less more
than 8,000 - although it is now clear that the
census drastically undercounted Jews across
Canada.)

I decided to take a closer look at that figure
of $32 million, which the Allocations

Continued on page 20. See “Beneficiary
agencies”.

Shalom Square showcases talents of
two incredible dance groups

On two separate evenings - August  6 & 8, playing to sold-out audi-
ences, the Chai Folk Ensemble was joined onstage at Shalom Square
by the Ukrainian Rusalka Dancers. See more photos on page 11. 

Manuel F. Sousa Photography photo

B’nai Brith hosts 11th annual
“Afternoon with the Goldeyes”

Led by Earl Barish, B’nai Brith once again played host to over 1500
individuals from 70 different agencies on Sunday, August 18. Everyone
who received an invitation from B’nai Brith  to attend the Goldeyes
game on Sunday was also given a variety of gifts, including a t-shirt,
food cooler bag, and vouchers for various food items, including ham-
burgers, chips, drinks, and ice cream (but not Dickie Dee’s ice cream!
Gevalt!) In the photo at top left, Earl Barish (resplendent in white
shirt, black shorts, and knee socks) is accompanied by his grandchil-
dren and Goldeyes player Reggie Abercrombie, along with “Goldie’ -
the Goldeyes mascot. At top right, 12-year-old Dylan Barish (who is
also a two-time champion of the Barish-Wolodarsky cribbage tourna-
ment) throws out the ceremonial first pitch. More pictures on page 11.
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When Rabbi Kliel Rose was maybe 10-years-old, he recalls insisting on  

riding in the hearse with his father—Rabbi Neal Rose—for the funeral of  

a dear family friend.

“That was my first experience with Chesed Shel Emes,” says Rabbi Rose of 

Congregation Etz Chayim. “I remember people moving around swiftly and 

quietly and everything seeming seamless and respectful. That is still my 

experience with Chesed Shel Emes.”

For Rabbi Yosef Benarroch of Adas Yeshurun Herzlia, Winnipeg’s Chesed 

Shel Emes is a cornerstone for upholding the Jewish principle of k’vod 

hamet (honouring the dead).

“In Judaism, we place a tremendous emphasis on life and honouring the 

person,” says Rabbi Benarroch. “How we treat the deceased is an extension 

of that principle. We want to give them the maximum amount of honour.”

Indeed, all of the practices surrounding death, burial, and mourning in 

Jewish life are focused on the deceased, their dignity, and the life they lived. 

“It’s about suspending the ‘me’,” adds Rabbi Benarroch, “and focusing only 

on your loved one who has passed away.”

K’vod hamet is indeed central to the work of Chesed Shel Emes. From the 

moment the deceased comes into the care of Chesed Shel Emes until the 

body leaves the facility for burial, there is a focus on dignity, respect, and 

Jewish tradition.

“Death is the great equalizer,” says Rabbi Rose. “In our community, 

everyone is treated the same way by Chesed Shel Emes. I am struck by the 

high degree of professionalism and by the anonymity of the tahara process 

(the ritual washing and preparation of the deceased). That anonymity 

makes the process even more respectful.” (While many of the volunteers 

who perform tahara are known, it is never disclosed who performed a 

specific tahara at Chesed Shel Emes.)

To maintain and enhance the dignity that Chesed Shel Emes fosters, the 

construction of a new building to replace the current 114-year-old south 

building is essential.

“It behooves us to make sure that Chesed Shel Emes is no less up-to-date 

than any other facility in our community,” says Rabbi Benarroch. “It needs 

to be an appropriate facility for our loved ones.”

The community is enthusiastically rallying behind Chesed Shel Emes’s 

“Building on our tradition of lovingkindness” capital campaign. By August 6, 

gifts and pledges to the campaign totalled $1.85 million, 58 per cent of the 

$3.18 million target.

“We are very pleased and very grateful,” says Rena Boroditsky, Executive 

Director of Chesed Shel Emes. “We are optimistic that we will reach our 

target in time to start the project in 2020.”

Chesed Shel Emes is raising funds to replace its aging south building. The 

new structure will house offices, spaces for mourners to gather, and a new 

tahara room where the deceased are prepared for burial in accordance with 

Jewish tradition.

“Gifts of all sizes are coming by phone, by mail, and through the campaign 

website,” adds Boroditsky. “The support is outstanding.”

Jewish practices focus on honouring the deceased

“Suspending the Me”

Chesed Shel Emes campaign reaches $1.85 million

Over Half Way There

Call Chesed Shel Emes today at 204-582-5088  
or make your campaign gift online at ourtradition.ca

Please help us replace and equip the aging south building of Winnipeg’s  
Jewish funeral home. You can build on our tradition of lovingkindness.

Rabbi Yosef Benarroch: “In Judaism, 
we place a tremendous emphasis 
on life and honouring the person.”

Rabbi Kliel Rose: “In our community, 
everyone is treated the same way by 
Chesed Shel Emes.”

“Chesed Shel Emes is here for everyone. It always has been, and 
it always will be. Years ago when I was the Funeral Director at 
Shaarey Zedek, I was struck by the warmth and professionalism 
of the people at Chesed Shel Emes. They have always operated 
at a very high level with the community’s best interests at 
heart. That’s still the case. Our community is fortunate, and  
I am proud to support this campaign.”

—Sybil Plattner, Donor
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This High Holiday Season, 
JNF Canada Plants A Different Kind of Seed

“I feel that I’ve really been seen for the
first time.” – Hannah, a student at Beit
KKL-JNF Canada House in Nazareth
said.

Jewish National Fund of Canada has
always been at the forefront of helping
the land of Israel transform its bleak
deserts into beautiful blooming green
forests and lush parks. But now JNF
Canada is planting a different kind of
seed; we are deeply committed to sup-
porting both Israel’s land and its people.

This high holiday season, JNF Canada
is raising funds to help build the Beit
KKL-JNF Canada House in Sderot, to
help close the educational achievement
gap and foster academic success and
empower periphery youth.

“We believe that every child has the
potential to achieve great things no matter
where in Israel he or she was born, and
that our role is to make the resources
required for this available to them,” said
Avi Musan, KKL-JNF Houses Director.
“The houses will be open to every teenag-
er who wants to succeed, and we will pro-
vide them with all assistance so that they
can develop their capabilities. This is a
one-of-a-kind anchor that is unparalleled
in the State of Israel.”

The Beit KKL-JNF Canada House in Sderot, the city closest to the
Gaza border, will serve as an after-school education, empowerment, and
enrichment center for high school students from Sderot and its surround-
ings, who will be provided with the necessary tools and skills for acade-
mic and personal success.

The building will be fortified, protecting students and staff from rock-

et and mortar attacks and will also be
accessible to people with disabilities. Its
design will be invitingly clean and bright,
with large windows to let in natural light,
colorful wall illustrations, and open
spaces, creating an environment and
ambiance unlike that of a school.

The Beit KKL-JNF Canada House will
be surrounded by a courtyard for outdoor
studies and comprise learning spaces of
different sizes and relaxation areas
equipped with a variety of educational
and multimedia resources to encourage
creative learning based on the edutain-
ment model of informal education. The
House will be divided into classrooms, a
multipurpose hall, meeting room, patio,
kitchenette and a unique experiential
learning hub. The classrooms are
designed to contain small learning
groups, except for one large classroom
(that can be divided into two), and a
computer lab with the latest equipment.
The multipurpose hall will be used for
workshops, lectures, performances and
film screenings. The hub is an open
space with poufs, armchairs, sofas, and
video game consoles.

“We hope that each of the participants
will start believing that not even the sky is the limit for them. The young
people are enthusiastic and motivated to be partners in this process.” –
Omer Harpaz, director of the Upper Nazareth house.

Join JNF and help impact the lives of Sderot’s youth, and help reduce
prevailing social and educational disparities that will ultimately create a
healthier society.

WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE KKL HOUSE OF EXCELLENCE

���� ���� ���	�
��	
�� �	 ���
��
������ �������
�	������ ������������

BUILDING 
ISRAEL'S
FUTURE
TOGETHER
WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
BEIT KKL-JNF CANADA HOUSE 
 The Beit KKL-JNF Canada House in Sderot, the city closest to the Gaza border, will serve as an after-school education,
empowerment, and enrichment center for high school students from Sderot and its surroundings. These students will be
provided with the necessary tools and skills for academic success in the fields of science, technology, math and
engineering. Partner with us this High Holiday season to help build the Beit KKL-JNF Canada House in Sderot, as we aim
to close the educational achievement gap, foster academic success and empower youth in the periphery.
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KKL-JNF initiated and developed the first “KKL-JNF
House for Excellence” in Upper Nazareth, to serve as
an educational and social center that provides a unique
enjoyable and inspiring learning environment. KKL-
JNF developed the grounds surrounding the House
with seating and meeting areas, an outside classroom
and inviting, green spaces for the benefit of students
and staff. 
This high holiday season, JNF Canada is raising funds
to help build the Beit KKL-JNF Canada House in
Sderot, to help close the educational achievement gap
and foster academic success and empower periphery
youth.



As someone who is interested in analyzing
demographic trends within Winnipeg’s
Jewish population, two stories in this

issue serve to demonstrate how much our rela-
tively small Jewish population here has changed
so remarkably in the past 20 years.

The changes really began to take shape with
the opening of the Asper Campus in 1997. Not

only did that event serve to demonstrate, once and for all, that the locus of
the Jewish community had now shifted to the south end from the north end,
it also marked the beginning of the huge growth in what I would describe
as the bureaucratization of services for the Jewish community.

Previously Jewish organizations were run by small teams – often relying
upon volunteers to do the heavy lifting. But now, there are so many Jewish
organizations, all of which rely on paid staff to do the majority of the work,
that I’m sure if you were to ask anyone from outside Winnipeg how large
Winnipeg’s Jewish population is, the vast majority of respondents would
overestimate the total by a huge proportion.

In my article on page 1 I note that the budgets for the four largest bene-
ficiary agencies of the Jewish Federation alone add up to $31 million.  (I
should note that in its report, the Budget and Allocations Committee of the
Jewish Federation claimed that the budgets of all 12 beneficiary agencies
of the Federation added up to $32 million; however, when I added up the
budgets for the four largest agencies, my figure for those four alone came
to $31 million. The Simkin Centre itself had a budget of $13.5 million. As
a result, I’ve asked spokespersons for the Federation if they can explain this
huge discrepancy. As of the time of writing, I am told, they are still work-
ing to come up with an answer for me.)

According to figures available to anyone on the internet, when you add
up the budgets for all the various Jewish organizations that are beneficiary
agencies of the Jewish Federation, along with the budgets of the Jewish
Federation itself, and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, the total is well
over $50 million.

But, when you consider that, according to the 2016 Census, fewer than
8,000 individuals in Winnipeg were counted as Jews (by ethnicity; there
was no question about religion in the 2016 Census), it does make you won-
der how such a small community can sustain such huge spending – and
where does it all go?

Again, according to the Budget and Allocations Committee report,
“Salaries and benefits constitute 69% of the total agency budgets.”

In other words, our Jewish community is a huge provider of jobs – and
income, for a great many individuals. And that’s fantastic! None of the ben-
eficiary organizations, nor are the Federation or the Foundation running
deficits. If anything, for the most part, they’re all on sound financial foot-
ing. Several of them, in fact, have created endowments to help sustain them

in the future.

But I ask myself the
question: So, we’ve got
all these Jewish organi-
zations, all well staffed,
but who is it they’re
actually serving – if the
Jewish population,
rather than having
grown, has actually
shrunk?

Don’t take my word
for it. Here is what the
authors of a major
study of Canadian
Jews, conducted by
Environics Research,
and which was released
earlier this year, had to
say about Winnipeg’s
Jewish population: The
“Jewish communities
in Montreal and
Winnipeg are shrinking
in size”.

Partly as a result of
the shrinking Jewish
population here, three
of the four largest bene-
ficiary agencies now
cater to groups that

count significant numbers of non-Jews among their members.  Just take a
look at three of the four largest beneficiary agencies of the Jewish
Federation and consider the extent to which they have expanded their hori-
zons to serve not just the Jewish population, but the population as a whole:
The Rady JCC, the Simkin Centre, and Jewish Child and Family Service.

Each of those organizations now serves the non-Jewish community to a
greater or lesser degree. Readers might be surprised to know, for instance,
that at least 20% of the beds at the Simkin Centre must now be given to
non-Jews. In fact, the proportion of non-Jews at the Simkin Centre has
been rising as the demand for beds from Jews has been dropping. That in
itself says much about the changing demographics of the Jewish commu-
nity here – and the decline in Jewish population.

Of the four beneficiary agencies I mention in my article on page 1, only
one caters almost exclusively to a Jewish target market, and that is Gray
Academy. But enrolment at Gray Academy has been steadily declining for
years (although it did level off in the 2017-18 school year to 400 students
from Grades 1-12, which is roughly what it was the previous year). 

The decline in enrolment, however, is commensurate with the decline in
the Jewish population. As we’ve noted several times before - and some-
thing that was explained to me by Rory Paul when he was Head of School
at Gray Academy, the school’s enrolment over the years has held steady at
30% of the Jewish school-age population. The one blip came in the 1997
school year, when Gray Academy first opened its doors, and its enrolment
was over 900. That number leveled off considerably the next year, but it is
now less than half what it used to be 20 years ago.

However, with a Jewish population that is on the decline, and with what
newcomers that there are here choosing to live in areas far from Gray
Academy, especially Transcona and South St. Vital, it is unrealistic to
expect to see any sort of an increase in enrolment  at Gray Academy as the
years move on.

That being said though, unlike the Rady JCC, the Simkin Centre, or
JCFS, it is hard to see how Gray Academy can reach out beyond a Jewish
market and still retain its identity as a “Jewish” school.

*****
And that’s where our story about educator Dina Raihman comes in. I met

with Dina several weeks ago. When she told me that she now has 250 stu-
dents attending after-school classes in a variety of different facilities
around the city I was astounded. When she went on to explain, however,
that the vast majority of the students in her classes come from newcomer
families – primarily from Israel, but also Russia and Ukraine, it began to
make sense.

With an emphasis on math and science, her classes are aimed at filling the
void that many newcomer families would suggest is left by a mediocre
Manitoba provincial curriculum. In standardized testing among Grade 8
students conducted Canada-wide in 2016, Manitoba students continued to
place last in reading, math, and science, as they had in two previous years
of testing: 2010 and 2013.

As Dina Raihman says in the article written about her by Rebeca
Kuropatwa, “Our program follows the Manitoba curriculum, so we are on
par with what the kids learn in their regular school. But, we make it more
challenging and more interesting for the kids. We teach in different ways –
not like the way it is in regular schools – and it works very well. All kids
have very good results in their schools. All of our Grade 12 kids actually
grade very high marks, over 90-95 percent.”

When I spoke with Dina – and she told  me about her hope to eventually
open a private school of her own, I asked her whether she had considered
asking for funding from the Jewish Foundation for her project. While she
said that is certainly a possibility, she admitted that if she were to open her
own private school, it  might attract students away from Gray Academy and
that would make it extremely difficult to attract funding from Jewish
sources. 

Still, as our Jewish community has matured – and can now be said to be
so fully integrated into the larger community in so many respects when it
comes to the delivery of services, I wonder whether it doesn’t make sense
for some members of the community to consider funding a private school
that would emphasize math and science. If we’re going to continue pro-
ducing top-notch scholars from within the Jewish community – as we used
to do on a regular basis, then we have to look at reaching out to parents who
live far from Gray Academy. Dina Raihman deserves our support. The stu-
dents who are now attending her various schools represent some of the best
and the brightest students in the province. The Jewish community has
expanded its horizons well beyond serving only members who identify as
Jewish when it comes to providing so many different services. Why can’t
we do the same when it comes to providing a first-rate educational service?
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Comment

Jewish “Palestinianists” never miss opportunity to smear Israel
By MYRON LOVE

There are Jewish “Palestinianist” who are so consumed with hatred of the
Jewish State of Israel that they will use any and every opportunity to smear
Israel no matter how far-fetched. Much like traditional anti-Semites, these
people credit “evil Israel” with remarkable powers to shape events world-
wide that on the surface would seem to have nothing to do with Jews or
Israel.

One recent example is a call by one David Klion (I assume he is Jewish
as he is identified as the editor of a publication called “Jewish Currents”)
to boycott Israel because the Government of India has officially annexed its
northern territory of Kashmir. Kashmir had been designated a semi-
autonomous region.

First, some background: When the British partitioned India in 1948 into
Hindu  and Muslim states – India and Pakistan – the status of Kashmir in
the northwest was left for future negotiation. The sticking point is that
while the majority of Kashmiris are Muslim, the pre-independence
Kashmiri rulers were Hindu.

Much like the Israel-Palestinian impasse, the Kashmiri situation has
defied a resolution. Pakistan continually demands that India cede Kashmir
– a demand to which India refuses to accede. Pakistan also has a long his-
tory of supporting terrorist attacks against India.

So, a short time ago, India officially revoked the special status for
Kashmir and may open up the region to Hindu settlement.

So what does this have to do with Israel? Well, nothing.
But that is obviously not the way that Klion sees it. One would think that

anyone who objects to India’s actions would call for a boycott of India.
Not Klion.
He is calling for a boycott of Israel because, in his words, “Israel supports

what India is doing in Kashmir” and sells weapons to India’s army.
Now, according to researcher Nurit Baytch (as reported on the website

“Legal Insurrection”), Israel is a small player in supplying weapons to
India. Baytch reports that Russia supplied 58% of India’s arm imports,
while Israel supplied 15%.

“If your first reaction to what (Indian Prime Minister) Modi is doing in
Kashmir is: “Boycott the source of 15% of India’s arm imports,” the first
question to ask is: Why are you so obsessed with that one minor player?

I guess you could say that Klion only has eyes for Israel.
Ironically, “Legal Insurrection” quotes Klion as saying that he “is not

much of an Israel boycott supporter”.
Then there is the matter of Ariel Gold. It is hard to imagine that, outside

of the Arab world, one can find many people to match her depth of irra-
tional hatred of Israel. 

Gold is the National Co-Chair of Code Pink, “an internationally active
NGO that describes itself as a grassroots peace and social justice move-

ment working to end U.S.-funded wars and occupations, to challenge mil-
itarism globally and to redirect our resources into health care, education,
green jobs and other life-affirming activities. In addition to its focus on
anti-war issues, it has taken action on issues such as drones, Guantanamo
Bay prison, Palestinian statehood, the Iran nuclear deal, Saudi Arabia, and
Women Cross DMZ.”

Hits all the right Progressive buttons.
So Code Pink has been really active in working with Hamas in Gaza.

Hamas, of course, is one of the leading terrorist organizations dedicated to
murdering Israelis/Jews and destroying Israel.

Gold herself has a lengthy history of memberships in anti-Israel groups,
such as Jewish Voices for Peace and Friends of Sabeel North America, as
well as anti-Israel activities.

So, to the point. Readers I am sure are aware of the tragic shooting in El
Paso a couple of weeks ago. A man who is obviously mentally ill murdered
22 people at a Wal-Mart in that Texas border city.

Naturally, there are those who blame President Trump – even though the
killer explicitly denied any connection to Trump or most of his policies.
(Yes, I have read his “manifesto”.)

Gold however has somehow worked Israel into the equation. “Legal
Insurrection” quotes Gold as tweeting after the El Paso shooting:
“According to El Paso shooter’s manifesto, he aimed to control numbers of
white vs latinex. Israel everyday controls numbers of Jews verses
Palestinians (and African refugees). Any further questions as to why Israel
is an inspiration for white nationalists/white supremacists?”

And in response to criticism of that tweet, the website author added, Gold
tweeted: “Sure, instead of looking at connections – the rise of fascism,
white supremacy and nationalism (Jewish supremacy and nationalism in
Israel) across the globe, let’s just send more thoughts and prayers. That’s
been working so well so far.”

Comflating “Jewish supremacy and nationalism in Israel” with the “rise
of fascism, white supremacy and nationalism”. How much more anti-
Semitic can you get?

“Israel becomes the unifying evil in the world which ties together all
other evils, much like the “international Jew” was the unifying evil of clas-
sic anti-Semitism,” notes “Legal Insurrection”’s creator, William Jacobson.

I may add that we have our own very small number of individuals here
who were born Jewish but have an irrational obsession with harming the
Jewish state of Israel. How else can you explain local Professor David
Kattenberg’s quest to get Israeli wines from east of the Green Line dropped
from Canadian liquor stores?

If he really cares that much about the Palestinians, why doesn’t he speak
up for the Palestinians in refugee camps in Lebanon and Syria who are the
Palestinians who are really suffering? Why focus solely on Israel?

Embrace dissent!
On Thursday August 15, 2019 the New York Times' lead story read:
“Israel on Thursday barred two American Democratic congresswomen

who had planned to visit the Israeli-occupied West Bank, hours after
President Trump had urged the country to block them”. 

Israel previously gave assurances that the two congresswomen would
be allowed to enter Israel. By blocking them from entering, the Israeli
government shows that Bibi is a stooge of Trump’s and doesn't under-
stand that the relationship between Israel and United States is not with a
particular president,  but with the United States. Israel is a liberal democ-
racy and should not be afraid of dissent. If anything, Israel should  be
encouraging dissent - as any vibrant democracy should. As well, both
progressive and conservative Jewish organizations in the US have right-
ly come out in criticism of  Israel's decision. 

What Bibi has done is give the BDS movement more excuses to criti-
cize Israel…and  all because the President put out a tweet saying that
Israel should not allow these American elected officials into Israel. Bibi
has made a huge mistake which many Americans will not forget in the
future. 

Since when does Israel not make its own decisions regardless what any-
one from another country might say in attempting to influence Israel? As
a country which has prided itself on being an independent thinking
democracy, Bibi has gone against longheld norms and democratic values
ingrained in the fibre of our Jewish State.

As Golda Meir attempted to teach us:
“You’ll never find a better sparring partner than adversity”. Golda

believed we should embrace dissent, not run away from it! 
Alan Levy
Winnipeg

Joe Lieberman says Israel made 
‘serious mistake’ in banning Tlaib and Omar

By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN
(JTA) — Joe Lieberman criticized Israel’s decision to deny entry to

Reps. Rashida Tlaib and Ilhan Omar.
“It’s a serious mistake because it’s contrary to the values of the State of

Israel, the values to the United States of America which has been the
underlying foundation of our relationship,” he said Friday on CNN’s
“New Day” with John Berman.

Lieberman, a former senator and the only Jewish candidate on a major
party’s presidential ballot, is widely seen as a pro-Israel stalwart and
champion of bipartisanship. He joins prominent lawmakers and Jewish
groups that have come down against the ban.

“They’re duly elected members of Congress. I can disagree with them,
as I do, but really it’s disrespect for the Congress and the American polit-
ical system for our ally to keep two members of Congress out of Israel,”
added Lieberman, who ran as vice president on the 2000 Democratic bal-
lot with Al Gore.

On Thursday, Israel denied entry to Tlaib, D-Mich., and Omar, D-
Minn., who had planned to visit the country on Sunday, citing the Muslim
congresswomen’s support for the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
movement targeting Israel. Under Israeli law, BDS supporters can be pre-
vented from entering the country.

Israel’s ambassador to Washington, Ron Dermer, had said last month
that the country would not deny entry to members of Congress.

The ban came shortly after President Donald Trump wrote on Twitter
that Israel “would show great weakness” if it let in the two congress-
women, but Dermer denied the move had to do with pressure from the
U.S.

Israel later said Tlaib could see her grandmother who lives in the West
Bank after she promised not to support any BDS activities while there,
but the congresswoman said Friday that she had decided against the visit.

(More on the Tlaib - Omar affair on page 24.)

LETTERS
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Dual career woman Susan Rykiss combines teaching fitness,
helping parents with options for the children

O
ne of the
Rady JCC’s
l o n g e s t -

serving staff mem-
bers returned to
teaching last week
after an eight-week
layoff to recover
from hip replace-
ment surgery. “I am

not sure who was happier: me, or the people
in my spin (indoor cycling) and yoga class-
es,”  Susan Rykiss observes.

Rykiss is what you could call a “lifer” at
the Rady JCC. She started working part time
at the old YMHA downtown when she was
14 and became part of the full time staff in
1980 after earning her degree in Phys-Ed,
followed by an Education degree. She is, in
fact, the only member of the fitness staff left
who was also a staff member at the old Y.

“The Y was part of my life - even when I was a child,” she recalls. “My
father (the late Jack Kaplan – who was also a phys-ed teacher) used to take
us to family swim and I participated in the Saturday afternoon programs
when I was a kid.”

Rykiss began working at the Y, teaching swimming and working with the
children’s programs on Saturdays while still in high school and – once she
earned her Bronze level in swimming – working as a lifeguard as well,
throughout high school and university. Over the years, she has done it all –
running the children’s gym-and-swim programs, family programs, person-
al training, as well as developing the Y’s first aerobics program from
scratch. When the Y closed down she continued to teach fitness classes at
the new Rady JCC.

Four years ago, she added yoga teacher to her repertoire at the Rady.
While she had been practicing yoga for a few years, to become a teacher
was a challenge of a different order. “To become a certified yoga teacher, I
had to do 300 hours of teacher training divided into three ten day sessions
over eight months,” she recalls. “It was one of the most challenging things
I have ever done – and I was pretty fit at 56!”

She teaches two Yin Yoga classes a week – on Tuesday and Friday morn-
ings – numbering anywhere from 25 to 50 students a session. Yin Yoga, she
explains, involves slow movement and deep stretching poses held for 2-5
minutes. The focus is on deep breathing, letting go of tension in the mind
and body. She describes it as a life altering yoga practice that teaches you
to relax, let go of stress and be in the moment.

Last fall, to celebrate her 60th birthday, she organized a “Yin for the Kids”
fundraiser to raise money for Rady childrens’ programming and camps.
“We had over 50 people attend and everyone made a donation,” she reports.

“We raised over $1,000. “Celebrating with the participants with a
birthday cake after the class was wonderful.”

Rykiss suggests that she is thinking about holding a “Yin for the
Kids” class on a yearly basis.

While Susan Rykiss is obviously passionate about the Rady JCC, she has
a second passion as well. That is her 26-year-old Winnipeg Parent
Newsmagazine.

In the late 1980s, having married Neil Rykiss and having become the
proud mother of newborn Matthew (born in 1986; Shaun came along three
years later), the family visited some friends who had moved to Toronto.
“My friend showed me this free newspaper about family life in Toronto,”
she recalls. “I started wondering why we didn’t have a publication like that
in Winnipeg.”

The next year, the Rykiss family visited the same friends who had just left
Toronto for Los Angeles. LA also had a free family-oriented magazine, LA
Parent, with over 100 pages of parenting information.

Upon returning home, Rykiss began researching how to go about starting
a newsmagazine. “During quiet times while lifeguarding at the Y pool, I put
together a business plan,” she says. “I found someone who could do the
typesetting. And I set out to sell ads.”

Her first major advertiser was Shaw Cable. “Shaw took the back page on
our first issue which featured an article on how children were affected by
television,” she says. “We have developed a base of dedicated advertisers,
such as the Manitoba Museum, the Children’s Museum and Manitoba
Theatre for Young People. I am thankful for our advertisers who have been
very loyal over the years.”

That first year, she published four issues of the magazine – all of which
were well-received. The next year, she published six issues. Currently, she
puts out eight theme-based issues, depending on the time of the year. The
March/April issue focuses on summer camps and spring break. February
and September are the education issues and May and June/July issues are
about summer family fun.

“I try to provide the information that parents need as well as letting fam-
ilies know what is going on in the community,” she explains. “I like to say
that Winnipeg Parent is the heartbeat of family life in our city.”

The articles are largely written by local experts in their fields.
The magazine is distributed free in over 500 locations throughout the

city. “We put copies into day cares and schools, family and community cen-
tres, library branches, dance, music schools and other places families gath-
er” she says.

Rykss adds that digital readership is also growing. She recently launched
a digital newsletter called The Scoop to complement the newsmagazine.

Sixteen years ago Rykiss launched the “Family Fun & Learning Fair”,
held the last weekend in April - the only trade show in the province for fam-
ilies.

“For the past few years, we have held the fair at the Caboto Centre,” she
says. “We usually have 30 vendors – retailers, camps, schools and other
children’s programs – and attract between 750 and 1,000 people. We have
entertainment and activities and everyone has a good time.”

There is a small entrance fee, but everyone is encouraged to bring a tin
for Winnipeg Harvest to get in for free. “The last few years, we have con-
tributed hundreds of pounds of food to Harvest,” she reports.”

Rykiss is not sure how much longer she will continue to publish
Winnipeg Parent. Now 60, she expects that eventually she will consider
selling the publication - especially if the right offer comes along. 

“It’s hard to give up something you have created and still enjoy doing,”
she notes.

What she is looking forward to doing when she does sell, she adds, is
teaching more yoga classes.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

SUSAN RYKISS
“The Y was part of my life -
even when I was a child.”

Susan (circled) with some of her yoga students at the Rady JCC



S
ince educator Dina Raihman moved with her fami-
ly from Israel to Winnipeg in 2008, she has had an
incredible impact on many Winnipeggers.

Raihman has 34 years experience as an educator -
including five years of teacher training, 17 years of teach-
ing in Israel - primarily math and science, and 12 years as
an educator here in Winnipeg. Coming to Canada, she
encountered many barriers in her quest to continue her
teaching career. As she adjusted to her new life here,

Raihman found it increasingly difficult to find work in Canadian schools, as she
was deemed “overqualified” for entry level positions.

Searching far and wide from northern Manitoba to Saskatchewan, Raihman real-
ized that leaving her family behind in Winnipeg was not something she could bear
doing.

Keeping busy by taking on substitute teaching roles to pay the bills, Raihman
learned that there was a significant gap between the level of math and sciences she
taught in Israel and the level taught in Winnipeg.

With that in mind, Raihman decided to develop a solution, opening a private after-
school math program.

Once she was thoroughly acquainted with the Manitoba math curriculum, as it
was taught in both private and public schools, Raihman began identifying key com-
ponents she could then include in what she was teaching in  her after-hours class-
room.

What Raihman found. moreover, was a steady stream of students who were gift-
ed in math, but who were not being sufficiently challenged.

“In 2014, I opened my private evening school,” said Raihman. “I had my own
program. I started with 17 kids and, as of September this year, the program has
grown to over 250 students.”

Not a day goes by, added Raihman, without calls from parents asking her about
her school, and wanting to register their children in her classes.

As her school has grown ever larger, Raihman has recognized the need to add
space to accommodate the ever-growing demand. She has now expanded to the
point where she  is offering classes in River Heights, St. Vital, and two locations in
Transcona.

“Many people who have immigrated from the Ukraine and Russia live in
Transcona and want to have their kids in these classes,” explained Raihman.

Often fluent in Russian, Hebrew, and English, many of Raihman’s students at her
Mathematics and Physics Integral School come from Winnipeg’s newcomer Jewish
community, including many Russian Israelis, with a smaller portion having come
from Russia, Ukraine, and some other countries.

Raihman notes that her school accepts all interested students, regardless of back-
ground or language.

The curriculum is based on the “Mofet” model, a highly successful learning
model in Israel (http://www.reshetmofet.org/en/). Classes are of mixed ages, with
students as young as Grade 1 learning with students who are in Grades 3 and 4, and
Grades 5, and Grade 6 students learning with students in Grades 7, 8, and 9 - all the
way to Grade 12.

The focus is on math, geometry, and physics.
When students first register in the school, they are
initially assessed as to  their skill levels in math.

Another unique aspect of Raihman’s approach
to teaching is that she also teaches students’ par-
ents her methods and terminology, as she believes
that using the same terminology and methods at
home when working on homework creates consis-
tency and increases retention.

“When we begin a new unit, I want parents to go
through it with their children the same way we do
in class,” said Raihman. “I want them to interact
and be a part of it as well.”

Each class begins with a quiz on the homework
that was assigned to get a precise picture how well
students are doing with a particular unit. Students
who score 85 percent or less on the quiz continue
with the same unit and practice more to eventual-
ly master it. Students who score above 85 percent
move on to the next unit.

“Our program follows the Manitoba curriculum,
so we are on par with what the kids learn in their
regular school,” said Raihman. “But, we make it
more challenging - and more interesting for the
kids. We teach in different ways – not like the way
it is in regular schools – and it works very well.
All our kids have very good results in their day
schools. All of our Grade 12 kids actually grade
very high marks: over 90-95 percent.”

Classes run in the evenings from the late after-
noon until 8 pm for the older kids, with the
younger kids coming to class on Saturdays.
Raihman has found that learning is most success-
ful with her younger students on the weekend,
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Above par after school math program aiming 
to morph into private school

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

�������������	�
����������������������
�������

��������������������������������������� �

������������	�
�������������������
�����������������������������������

������
����	
��	
���	��	�������������	���	���	�
��	����	
�	����������

�
	
����	
�	�����	�
��	����������
�

�������������������� ���!���"��������������
!���"���������#��������
��

Dina Raihman with some of her students

One of the tools Dina Raihman uses in teaching students math
is the Chinese abacus.

rather than later in the evening on weekdays.
Raihman is also a strong believer that, to achieve intellectual

and financial success, finding the right school and educator are of
vital importance.

Mathematics and Physics Integral School currently has a wide
variety of educators trained in a multitude of disciplines – includ-
ing French, English, math, physics, and chemistry, and more.

Raihman adds that she also has a program offering tutoring in
your home called “Tutoring at Home”. 

Eventually Raihman hopes that she will be able to open a full-
time private school that will be on par with the best private acad-
emies in Canada.

If you would like to learn more about the program or to reg-
ister your child at Mathematics and Physics Integral School,
contact Dina Raihman at (204)-230-9519  

Visit the school website at www.integral-school.com. 
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World news

What is 8chan, the site linked to shooters in
Christchurch, Poway and El Paso?

By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN
(JTA) – Not long after news that a shooting at a Walmart in El Paso, Texas,

left at least 22 people dead, reports started swirling that the suspect had posted
a manifesto on 8chan, an online forum.

Law enforcement officials are investigating a document posted there that is
believed to be authored by the suspect, 21-year-old Patrick Crusius. The text
contains racist rhetoric, blaming immigrants and Latinos for taking away jobs
from Americans. It was uploaded fewer than 20 minutes before the shooting,
according to CNN.

This isn’t the first time 8chan has been tied to a mass shooter this year.
Suspects in attacks on two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand, and a syn-
agogue in Poway, California, also are believed to have posted hateful mani-
festos on the site.

The Jewish Telegraphic Agency spoke to experts on extremism to learn more
about 8chan, how it differs from similar forums and why it became a venue of
choice for hate.

What is 8chan?
8chan is an online messaging forum created in 2014 by a computer pro-

grammer to protest censorship on another messaging board called 4chan. The
programmer, Fredrick Brennan, was upset that 4chan banned discussions of
Gamergate, a campaign to harass several women in the video gaming industry.
Unlike other online forums, such as Reddit, 8chan lacks moderation measures
meant to curb hateful content. It is rife with racism, misogyny and anti-
Semitism posted by users. The site has a ban on illegal content but it is not
closely enforced. Child pornography has been shared frequently on the site.

How does 8chan compare to other sites?
Keegan Hankes, a research analyst at the Southern Poverty Law Center’s

Intelligence Project, calls the site “one of the most violent and racist online
spaces that we track.”

“What’s actually really dangerous about this forum is not just that all of these
hateful ideologies are present, but that they are all interwoven together and
they’re part of the same toxic community at once,” Hankes told JTA.

There are many sites that are home to hateful rhetoric, including compara-
tively mainstream sites such as Reddit, or more fringe forums such as 4chan
and Gab. Hankes said 8chan has created a community that “celebrates mass
casualty violence.”

“This is not an accident that we’ve seen many manifestos posted to the site
in the immediate moments before a mass casualty,” he said.

Oren Segal, the director of the Anti-Defamation League’s Center on
Extremism, said few conversations on the site do not contain bigotry.

“You can be sure that if somebody starts a thread about fluffy bunnies, it will
be only a couple of posts before that devolves into hate as well,” he said.

Why do attackers post on 8chan?
What makes the site so dangerous is that potential attackers aren’t just look-

ing to share their thoughts with like-minded people. They also aim to inspire
others to commit violence, experts say.

“The fact that 8chan is used as a place to disseminate these hateful explana-
tions for violence is because those shooters know and hope that the users will
copycat,” Segal said.

Angelo Carusone, the president of Media Matters for America, a liberal
watchdog that monitors conservative media, said that recent rhetoric in con-
servative media outlets has further emboldened users.

Carusone said there has been a shift in the past decade from conservative
media echoing establishment ideas to ideas originating on fringe sites like
4chan and 8chan.

“When Tucker Carlson gets up there and warns about invasions and ‘great
replacement,’ and that immigrants are going to make us dirtier, they see a lot of
that stuff as a wink and a nod – as a demonstration that these major influencers
across the sector are trying to encourage them to keep at their work,” he said.

The “great replacement” is a widespread conspiracy theory that the white
race faces a genocide due to immigration by people of color and Muslims.

What actions are being taken to stop hate on 8chan?
Recently, the CEO of Cloudflare, an internet services provider, announced

that it was terminating its services to 8chan. The CEO, Matthew Prince, said
the decision was motivated by the El Paso and Pittsburgh attacks. But he also
said he did not think Cloudflare’s decision would have a significant impact.

“While removing 8chan from our network takes heat off of us, it does noth-
ing to address why hateful sites fester online. It does nothing to address why
mass shootings occur,” he said.

Following Cloudflare’s decision, 8chan found a replacement provider,
Voxility, but that company pulled its services shortly after. Without a provider,
8chan goes dark.

Brennan, 8chan’s founder, has even called for it to be shut down.
“It’s a complete negative to everybody except the users that are there,”

Brennan, who no longer has control of the site, told The New York Times. “And
you know what? It’s a negative to them, too. They just don’t realize it.”

Some argue that shutting down sites like 8chan makes it harder for law
enforcement to monitor the extremists who use them. But Hankes said it is
helpful in decreasing hate on the internet.

“Any action that limits their impact and limits their reach is valuable,” he
said, “because this is so widespread and has been allowed to spread with very
very little oversight on the internet for so long.”
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Message from Rabbi Allan Finkel
It’s election season in Manitoba, with provincial and federal elections facing

us down in the weeks and months ahead. We are going to face a dizzying array
of candidates and parties and leaders and policies and literature, as we mull
over our choices once we step into the ballot box.

Just from the perspective as a Manitoban or a Canadian, we will be faced
with: political parties or leaders or local candidates that we really like or we
will vote for anyone, but, different economic, domestic or foreign policy agen-
das; varying stances on the environment, social justice and climate change;
specific “pocketbook” issues; our own individual views on the role of gov-
ernment in our lives; or maybe it’s just time for a change. 

It gets even more complicated when we add distinctively Jewish perspec-
tives and concerns into the mix, and even more so since there is no singular
Jewish position on pretty much anything – we all express our Judaism in a mil-
lion different ways, any one of which may take our vote into a different direc-
tion. For some, the one issue might be support for Israel. For others? How
about immigration and refugee and settlement policy (remembering that is
how our parents and ancestors were able to build a life in Canada)? Or toler-
ance/intolerance for minority religious expression (a la Quebec)? Support for
minority/aboriginal/women’s rights given our long history of social activism?
Support for universal healthcare (check out parshat Tazria)? Or which parties
“get” what racism means?

Like you, I will find myself tugged in all sorts of directions, as no single
political party will offer me everything I hope for. But as Jews and as
Manitobans/Canadians, I will offer a quiet reminder that we were strangers in
strange lands for 2,000 years. A vote is a privilege not often seen in our long
history in the diaspora, and a Jewish vote that can influence the shape of the
country we live in? Well, that is a huge privilege, and I encourage you to fac-
tor Jewish values (as you see them) into the equation, not just for yourself but
for the generations to come.

Fri. Aug. 23 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Mary Ann Osinski

Fri. Aug. 30 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Elliott & Elaine Saunders

Fri. Sept. 6 6:15pm Shabbat Service & Baby Naming lay led by Ruth 
Livingston with Janet Pelletier Goetze

Fri. Sept. 13 8pm Shabbat Friday Night Live Service led by Rabbi Allan
Finkel with Cantor Len Udow & the FNL Band.

Sun. Sept. 15 9am Bar/Bat Mitzvah general meeting.

10:30am First day of Irma Penn School of Jewish Learning.

Wed. Sept. 18 4:30pm First day of Irma Penn Hebrew School

Fri. Sept. 20 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by David Topper

Sat. Sept. 21 10pm Selichot Service led by Rabbi Allan Finkel & 
Cantor Len Udow

Fri. Sept. 27 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherry Wolfe-Elazar 
with Cantor Len Udow
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
What does one bring back from a trip back to Poland? The

Yiddish poet Jacob Glatshtin who came in 1934 from New
York to visit his dying mother left his suitcase empty but
full of memories and demons. I, on the other hand, packed
English editions of my favorite Polish writers. Many of
these books have a Jewish connection like a greeting from
home. In the future I will write about them 

Upcoming Shows - 
The Jewish Radio Hour

Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30
PM on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online
at ckjs.com

On August 18th, Regine Frankel will feature the French
singer Enrico Macias. On the Yiddish segment Rochelle
Zucker’s theme will be colours.

Lyle Smordin hosts on September 1st with community
news and music. Rochelle Zucker presents songs about
family.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site:. 

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

LANNY REMIS SPEAKERS FORUM
Luncheons on Thursdays, 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Shaarey Zedek Synagogue

Open to anyone to attend
inquiries: allanpc@shaw.ca  or  204-942-1766
season membership $40 (due after 3 attendances)
cost of luncheon $23 (includes soup and dessert).

Speakers for August,  September & October

August 22nd - “Winnipeg’s Downtown Comeback:
Ingredients for Success and Future Direction”  Angela
Mathieson, President and CEO at CentreVenture
Development  Corporation.

August 29th -  Ron East. Title to be announced.

September 5th - Joyce Bateman, past Member of
Parliament, and present Conservative Candidate for
Winnipeg South Centre: “Towards a Stronger Canada”

September 12th - Capt. Arnold Noteh Glogauer,
Chaplain, 77 Wing Winnipeg, Royal Canadian Air
Forces: “Serving THE KING OF KINGS and HRH, the
Queen”

September 19th - MP James G. Carr, Member of
Parliament for Winnipeg South Centre and Minister of
International Trade Diversification: “A Conversation
with Jim Carr”.

September 26th - no Remis, due to the upcoming High
Holy Days. 

October 3rd - Berdina Shorten, “Life in Stoney
Mountain and Rockwood Prisons”

October 10th - Martin Zeilig, “Life as a Civilian
Journalist at the Canadian Forces Base in Winnipeg”

October 17th - Harvey Secter, “Balancing
Transformation and Tradition; a challenge for universities
in the 21st century”

October 24th - no Remis

October 31st - Kinzey Posen, talks about his career at
CBC, covering primarily music.
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Books

Former Winnipegger pens book about 18 famous Jewish women
By BERNIE BELLAN

J
anice Baryshnik (née Yan) is a former
Winnipegger who decided to write a
book about 18 Jewish women who man-

aged to overcome various obstacles and
become huge successes in their chosen
fields.

Titled “Jews Girls Who Dreamed Big”,
Baryshnik writes short chapters about each
woman – from two to three pages, each one
following a similar style. She begins each
chapter asking a question, such as this one
about Ruth Mosko Handler, the creator of
the Barbie doll: “Did you know that the
inspiration for the Barbie doll came from a
woman who watched her daughter at play
with her cut-out dolls?”

I was put in touch with Baryshnik by one of her best friends, Karyn
Lazareck. Janice emailed me some excerpts from her book.

Immediately I was struck by the similarity in Baryshnik ’s writing style to
that of Gerry Posner’s. Both writers like to grab the reader’s attention with a
sort of “Did you know this about this person?” style. In Posner’s case, it’s
always about people he knows; in Baryshnik ’s case, it’s not about women she
knew personally, but women who all achieved spectacular success in their
chosen fields.

I emailed Baryshnik, asking her to tell me something about herself and what
led her to write this book. In her wonderfully entertaining style (which is on
full display in the book) she wrote back:

A little history:
My family initially lived on EnniskillenAvenue in West Kildonan and I went

to Peretz School on Inkster for elementary education. My Baba lived on
Atlantic Avenue near the school so I went there for lunch every day. I have
fond memories of this time. After lunch, I used to help my Baba pluck feath-
ers from chickens which she housed in a coop in her backyard. We spoke
Yiddish to each other so, with all that practice I have remained fluent. I am still
lovingly teased by my friends (including Karyn Lazareck, who was in my Bat
Mitzvah class) because I delivered a speech in Yiddish at my Bat Mitzvah at
the Rosh Pina. My husband Sheldon, who is a neurologist also speaks Yiddish,
so like our parents and grandparents, we can speak to each other in a secret
code which our kids have trouble following. By the way, my daughter, who is
43, is also a neurologist while my son, who is 40, is an entrepreneur.

As a youngster, I spent my summers at our cottage on Park Avenue in
Winnipeg Beach.

I grew up thinking all lakes were full of algae and cottages everywhere were
supposed to be covered in fish flies. I attended and later was a counsellor at
the Winnipeg Beach Day Camp. I loved the roller coaster and tilt-a-whirl rides,
the boardwalk, the pinball machines, and the muddy water of the lake. While
my parents Lil and Cecil Yan were alive, I returned there with my kids almost

every summer. A few
years ago we rented a
cottage in Gimli and
even my grandchildren
got to experience a
summer at the lake and
camp at Winnipeg
Beach.

My father ran a fac-
tory which manufac-
tured coats and ski
jackets for men. As a
teenager, I worked
there as a payroll clerk
during summers. I
remember all my par-
ents’ relatives and
friends coming to the
factory on off hours to
get a jacket wholesale.
That is the way it was
back then! My mother
was a great balabusta.

By high school we
had moved to River
heights and I attended
Grant Park for grades
10-12. I was in an all
girls class. The objec-
tive of this was to
determine if girls
would perform better
in math and science in

this type of environment. Interesting
concept for the early 1960s!

I did my undergraduate studies at
the University of Manitoba with a
major in English and a minor in
Psychology. I made aliyah to Toronto
after that and achieved a Master of
Education and then a Doctorate in
Applied Psychology, both from the
University of Toronto. For 30 years, I
was a Coordinator of Psychological
Services for a large metropolitan
Toronto school board.

During this time, I also served on
the Board of Directors and when this
term was up, the Advisory Board of
JVS Toronto (Jewish Vocational

Services, now Jobs Vision Success).

I am fortunate to have five grandchildren. Katie, the oldest and only grand-
daughter, and Jacob from my daughter Devra, and Benjamin, Joshua, and Saul
from my son Jeff.

About this time last year, my granddaughter Katie started to prepare for her
Bat Mitzvah and I started to think about what special and memorable gift I
could give her. I happened to be in a local bookstore where there was a promi-
nent display of books for young girls about successful women–women in
sports, women in science, women in the arts, rebel women and even one called
“Bygone Badass Broads”. Books about exceptional women seemed to be a
popular new genre for young girls. I leafed through the tables of content and
immediately recognized a glaring omission: There were very few, and in some
cases, no Jewish women profiled in these books. I reasoned that a book about
Jewish women would be a legacy gift, not just for my granddaughter but for
all Jewish children. The book became my passion project.

I wanted to profile women who were trailblazers but who were not the
expected candidates (Anne Frank, Golda Meir). I also wanted the book to
reflect as many options as possible open to girls-business, the rabbinate, med-
icine, literature, the arts, science, etc. My goal was to educate, inspire and
hopefully entertain.

After I had read a few chapter of the book, I began to notice several themes
developing in “Jews Girls Who Dreamed Big”. Aside from the challenges
most of the women faced over their gender – especially if their background
was in science, while not all the women profiled in this book endured the hor-
rors of the Holocaust, many of them did.

Further, since every woman profiled lived and came of age in the 20th cen-
tury, even if not every one of them suffered through the Holocaust, for many
others World War II proved to be a turning point in their lives. The fact was
that, as a result of the demand for innovative and creative minds brought about
by that war, many talented women were given the opportunity to reveal talents
that had hitherto either been kept hidden or had not been allowed to fully flour-
ish until the war.

It’s quite an eclectic group Janice Baryshnik has chosen to profile. While
some of the names are very well known, including Helena Rubinstein, Esther
“Eppie” Lederer (Ann Landers), Hedy Lamarr, Edith Head, and Henrietta
Szold, other names may not be quite as familiar, but when you read about their
achievements, you are bound to realize what significant contributions they
made to the betterment of the world.

Several of the women in this book went on to receive Nobel Prizes for their
achievements. Among these women, for instance, was Gertrude Elion, who
won the Nobel Prize in Medicine or Physiology in 1998 (along with her col-
league, Dr. George Hitchings).

Here is how Janice Baryshnik describes Elion’s contributions to the devel-
opment of a whole host of weapons against various diseases: “She and Dr.
Hitchings together with Sir Thomas Black discovered the principles of drug
treatment effective against a whole host of diseases including cancer, malaria,
herpes virus, and organ transplant rejection. The Nobel Prize committee, in
making their decision, announced that any one of these discoveries would
have been worthy of the Nobel. Later on, Trudy’s team was even responsible
for the pioneering treatment of Acquired Immune Deficiency (AIDS).”

Since each woman profiled in “Jews Girls Who Dreamed Big” receives only
two to three pages of attention, one would hope that readers might want to do
further reading on any one of the women whose story is told. If this book
serves as a launching pad to lengthier study of any one of the 18 women whose
contributions are mentioned in relatively short detail, then it will have served
an even more vital purpose.

As it is, “Jews Girls Who Dreamed Big” should certainly prove inspirational
– not just for young girls, but for boys as well, should they wonder about the
worthiness of pursuing your dreams despite having to endure many obstacles
during that pursuit.

One more note: At the present time, according to Janice, “Jews Girls Who
Dreamed Big” is available only at Chapters Indigo and on Amazon.

JANICE BARYSHNIK
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More photos of Chai Folk Ensemble and Rusalka dancers 
onstage together at Shalom Square August 6 & 8

All photos courtesy of Manuel F. Sousa Photography

More photos from 
“Afternoon with the Goldeyes”

Cheryl Barish (left) and Ran
Ukashi (bending over), National
Director of B’nai Brith’s League
for Human Rights, handing out
water to attendees

Earl Barish with his 17-year-old
granddaughter, Hailey Barish

Two mascots together:
“Goldie” - from the Winnipeg
Goldeyes and “Bernie” - from
The Jewish Post & News

Handing out ice cream to atten-
dees - the guy in the bandana was
a little creepy looking.

At right: Some of the more than
1500 individuals who were invit-
ed by B’nai Brith to “Afternoon
with the Goldeyes” as they lined
up to receive vouchers for food
and various gift items
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Interlake WAVE Artists’ Studio Tour
Heather Dawson

Studio #7

The WAVE returns Aug. 31-Sept.1

Once again, Interlake artists will be
showcasing their work for the public in
the WAVE Interlake Artists’ Studio
Tour, which is presented twice a year: in
June and in September.

The WAVE is a great opportunity to
see some of the Interlake region’s best
artists in their studios.

The second tour will be taking place
the weekend of Aug. 31 & Sept. 1, when
over 25 artists will be opening up their
studios so that members of the public
can both see the artists at work and pur-
chase some of those artists’ works.

The best way to take in the WAVE is to
plan your route ahead. You can down-
load the WAVE brochure at watchthe-
wave.ca

It’s a good idea to use Google maps (or
a GPS device) to find the different stu-
dios. Invite a friend and hit the road.

Tour hours are from 10 am to 6 pm
both days of the WAVE. As well, most
artists are open year round by appoint-
ment, but call ahead to confirm a time.

By combining gesso & sand, Rosemary is
able to harness light to illuminate shape &
shadow, revealing the hidden stories within.
You will also find this “relief” work on glass
& mirrors.

F i f r i l d i
means butter-
fly in Old
Norse and
represents the
spirit. 

Milli pro-
duces her
recycled paper
in her studio
using a
process that is
creative, col-
laborative, &
environmen-
tally friendly.
Paper work
can be fun!

A love of nature & an insatiable curiosity
leads to many unique stained glass & fused
glass creations. Stop in here and pick
Heather Dawson’s brain about tools, tech-
niques, or custom work.

A rich diversity of
media, subject mat-
ter by three friends a
this studio gallery.
“Repurposed flot-
sam. Pots, bowls &
mugs by Gabriele.
Eclectic art objects
by Marianne. Fibre
a r t i s t / f e l t m a k e r
Dianne Fitzmaurice.

In Winnipeg
Beach.

Lake water flows through Gayle’s brush,
creating award-winning images of Lake
Winnipeg on canvas.  Visit her studio in
Winnipeg Beach.

N a t u r e ’ s
palette is inspi-
ration for
c o l o u r f u l
stained glass
projects at
Cat’ch Yer Eye.
Just a few miles
south of Gimli,
Carol & Claude
Hebert have
been fashioning
e y e - c a t c h i n g
stained glass for
years.

Modern gemstone jewellery. Gorgeous nat-
ural gemstones in unique, colourful combina-
tions abound in our collections of wearable
art. Everything we wear tells a story.

Style, clour and imagination all play a part
in the creation of Brenda’s beautiful jewellery.
Made with love & enjoyment by the artist
with the hope the new owner will have the
same feeling.

Terry Mellway’s
art consists of
p h o t o - r e a l i s t i c
pieces created from
her own images. 



(JTA) — Jeffrey Epstein had an oil painting
of former President Bill Clinton dressed in drag
prominently displayed in his Manhattan town-
house.

The Daily Mail reported Wednesday that the
painting featured the former American leader
lounging in a blue dress in the Oval Office. A
blue dress played a prominent role in Clinton’s
own sex scandal — his affair with White House
intern Monica Lewinsky. The painting was
identified as “Parsing Bill” by artist Petrina
Ryan-Kleid.

Epstein, a Jewish financier, hanged himself in
a New York jail over the weekend while await-
ing trial on sex trafficking charges.

Clinton and Epstein had numerous contacts
over the years, with the former president even
riding on Epstein’s private plane on more than
one occasion.

Epstein’s death has fueled conspiracy theo-
ries, one of which appeared to be shared by
President Donald Trump. On Sunday, Trump
retweeted a Twitter post claiming that Epstein
“had information on Bill Clinton & now he’s
dead.”

According to The Washington Post, an autop-
sy showed that the 66-year-old Epstein had
broken bones in his neck, including one com-
monly found broken in cases of strangulation.
However, this is not necessarily an indication
of foul play, given that older people who hang
themselves sometimes break that bone.

Following his death, it emerged that guards at
the Manhattan jail had failed to check Epstein’s
cell every 30 minutes per procedure. In addi-
tion, the jail had transferred his cellmate and
allowed Epstein to be housed alone just two
weeks after he had been taken off suicide
watch, a violation of regular procedure.
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“Wherever people need beauty and creativity in  
their lifes is where I want my art to live”   -  J. Cruse

Discover more limited edition creations  
 at Janet’s Studio - #5 on the WAVE Artists’ Tour  
 August 31 and September 1, 2019. 

Original, limited edition,  
digitally designed, 3D printed  
rings, pendants and bracelets  
of steel and semiprecious metals.

S T U N N I N g  

    U N I Q U E

jodtaa@lakenet.ca

O R G A N I C   
    W H I M S I C A L  
         C H A R M I N G    
      U N I Q U E

“Wherever people need beauty and creativity in  
their lifes is where I want my art to live”   -  J. Cruse

Discover more limited edition creations  
at Janet’s Studio - #5 on the WAVE Artists’ Tour  
August 31 and September 1, 2019. 

Original, limited edition, digitally designed,  
3D printed rings, pendants and bracelets of  

steel and semiprecious metals.

jodtaa@lakenet.ca

The WAVE/News briefs

Jeffrey Epstein hung
painting of Bill Clinton

in drag in his home

‘Marvelous Mrs. Maisel’ 1950s
price campaign was so popular the
police had to shut it down briefly
(JTA) — A marketing campaign for “The

Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” was so popular that
the police had to shut it down briefly.

To advertise the hit series, Amazon partnered
with businesses in and around Los Angeles to
offer 1950s era prices for a day — the same
prices the characters from the show would
have paid.

On Thursday, customers could buy movie
tickets for 51 cents, slices of pie for 30 cents
and gas for 30 cents a gallon.

The gas promotion was so popular that police
had to shut it down temporarily because the
cars lining up were leading to traffic jams,
ABC 7 reported.

In the hit series, which was nominated
recently for a slew of Emmys, Jewish house-
wife Midge Maisel decides to pursue a career
as a comedian in late 1950s New York.

In May, the series did a similar stunt at the
Carnegie Deli in New York.

(JTA) — A British neo-Nazi earned more than
$8,000 from his YouTube videos.

Mark Collett, who has praised Adolf Hitler and
was arrested in 2010 for threatening to kill a
politician, earned the money — some $8,761 —
from people paying to post comments on his
YouTube videos, The Jewish Chronicle reported
Tuesday, citing Storyful.

About 30 percent of the money paid by com-
menters goes to YouTube, according to The
Chronicle.

Collett has made derogatory comments about a
number of minority groups. His videos feature
prominent white supremacists David Duke and
Richard Spencer. He previously served as public-

ity director for the far-right British National
Party, but the party confirmed he was suspended
in 2010 after he was arrested for threatening to
kill its leader.

A YouTube representative told The Chronicle
that the video sharing platform works “hard to
remove content that violates our policies quick-
ly.”

The representative said that profit made from
“abusive” content would be donated to charity
and that Collett’s channel had been blocked from
earning ad or commenting revenue. The repre-
sentative did not respond when asked if the site
would suspend Collett’s account.

British neo-Nazi earned more than $8,000 from YouTube



Simkin family reunion created memories
that will be cherished by all who attended

By MYRON LOVE

T
he Simkin cousins’ reunion that took place the weekend of July 25-
28 ago attracted 125 family members – ranging in age from eight
months to one cousin in her mid-90s - from far and wide, and creat-

ed memories that will be cherished for years to come. It was also an oppor-
tunity for several more distant cousins to meet each other for the first time.

The reunion  brought together the grandchildren and great-grandchildren
of early Jewish Winnipeggers Samuel and Fanny Simkin. The couple had
six children - sons Blackie, Saul, Jim and Abe and daughters Jenny Cohen
and Clara Erlichman.

In its heyday, BACM Industries, the construction company that evolved
from Samuel Simkin’s fuel company, was one of the largest builders in
Western Canada. In Winnipeg, the Simkin family has played prominent
philanthropic and leadership roles in the community.

In 2012, the 18 grandchildren of Samuel and Fanny Simkin held a
reunion that was restricted only to their generation. The first event of this
most recent reunion weekend – a get-together in the common room at 141
Wellington Crescent (where reunion co-organizer Jerry Cohen and his
wife, Susan, live) – was just for the first cousins and their spouses. The
evening naturally featured that Winnipeg staple - a Jeannie’s Cake. 

Cohen reports that seven of the first cousins still live in Winnipeg, five
live in San Diego and the others six are in Israel, Miami, Minneapolis,
northern California, Victoria and Vancouver. “Among us are doctors,
lawyers, writers and educators,” says Cohen, who was himself principal of
Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate. “And many of us have been involved in com-
munity leadership roles.”

Cohen co-ordinated the weekend reunion in partnership with other
Winnipeg cousins.

The reunion for the entire family began  with a Friday evening dinner  at
- where else, but the
Saul and Claribel
Simkin Centre. “The
staff at the Simkin
Centre went out of
their way to accom-
modate us,” Cohen
says. “It was really
nice to have an event
there.”

The family mem-
bers, Cohen notes,
included 35
Winnipeggers and 77
from out of town. “We
Winnipeggers gave a
really warm welcome
to our out-of-town
cousins,” he says.

On Shabbat, all
of the Simkin
family members
were at
Congregation Etz
Chayim, (the for-
mer Rosh Pina -
which was the
unofficial Simkin
family shul; the
Simkin family
was among the
synagogue’s prin-
cipal builders).

“Fifteen of the first cousins were married at Rosh Pina and we have cele-
brated many bar and bat mitzvahs there,” Jerry Cohen says.

Cohen presented the Dvar Torah that Shabbas, while Sam Simkin, a grad-
uate of the Cantor Benjamin Brownstone choir, davened musaf. “In my
Dvar Torah, I highlighted from Parshat Pinchas, insights into census tak-
ing, feminism and family values,” he says.

On Saturday evening, the family booked the Inn at the Forks for a big
family gathering. Family member David Gale served as MC while Stuart
Slayen (one of Jerry Cohen’s sons-in-law) was the moderator for an
“everything there is to know about the Simkin Family” quiz. 

“We also had a karaoke machine, a family tree compiled by Simon
Simkin on display and lots of family pictures for people to look at,” Jerry
says. Kinzey (Posen) and Shayla (Fink)  provided the music. The evening
was a lot of fun.”

The weekend reunion continued Sunday with a brunch at the Asper
Campus (catered by Schmoozer’s, which opened specially that particular
Sunday just for that occasion) outside on the Jewish Foundation patio and
a baseball game on the Campus grounds.

“On Sunday evening, we did what Jews used to do here on a Sunday
evening – go out for Chinese food,” Cohen says.

“All in all, it was a wonderful weekend. Everyone had a good time.”
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STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

�"#$�%$$&�'&�()$�(*+#$,�%-.'&$..�/0*�0#$*����1$+*.2��
+&3�)+#$�30&$�'(�+,,����

��4-.(�*$(-*&$3�/*05�+�60&3$*/-,��0-()��/*'7+��0-*2�
+&3�+�	0*(-8+,��
-0*0��'#$*��*-'.$�

��60-,3�,0#$�(0�)$,9�10-�9,+&�10-*�&$:(�#+7+('0&�
;$�(*+#$,�&0(�(0�$.7+9$�,'/$��%-(�/0*�,'/$�&0(�(0�$.7+9$�-.�<�

	,$+.$�70&(+7(��������������������
+(�����+7+('0&.�'&&'9$8�/0*�+,,�0/�10-*�(*+#$,�&$$3.�
	)0&$�������������������0,,��*$$����������������

�5+',��**0.$&%,+(( 7+*,.0&6+80&,'(�705

Simkin family reunion group shot at the 
Simkin Centre Friday evening, July 26

Documentary shows how 
‘Fiddler on the Roof’ made it to the stage

By CURT SCHLEIER
(JTA) — Instinctively, director-choreographer Jerome Robbins (née

Rabinowitz) knew the musical that he was preparing for Broadway was
something far greater than just the story of a Jewish family facing perse-
cution in Czarist Russia.

So at one of his early meetings with the creatives behind the project, he
made clear the route he intended to take them on: “Fiddler on the Roof”
touched on many themes, he said, but at its core it was about tradition.

And thus was born one of the great opening numbers in the history of
musical theater and the groundwork for one of the most important and
popular plays ever. It opened in September of 1964 and became the
longest-running Broadway musical of the time. It ran for a decade,
spawned five Broadway revivals and has been performed everywhere
from Vienna to Mexico City to Reykjavík, Iceland.

A new documentary, “Fiddler: Miracle of Miracles,” digs into the
show’s origin story and much more.

Filmmaker Max Lewkowicz expertly combines archival footage with
interviews of show participants from over the years to weave a story that
is at once heart-warming, entertaining, informative and in some ways
eye opening.

Ironically, considering its subsequent success, “Fiddler” had a rocky
start. A friend gave lyricist Sheldon Harnick a copy of the book
“Wandering Stars” by Sholem Aleichem. Harnick thought it would make
a great musical, and forwarded the book to his writing partner Jerry Bock
who agreed and in turn sent it to playwright Joseph Stein. Stein, howev-
er, didn’t believe it would work as a musical. Instead, he suggested
another Aleichem work, “Tevye the Dairyman,” a book of stories that his
father had read to him in the original Yiddish.

Though it had the backing of the three award-winning Broadway pros,
it was still far from a sure thing. Producers were wary, afraid it was too
Jewish. “What do I do once we run out of Hadassah benefits?” is what
one allegedly said. It wasn’t until the late Harold Prince signed on to pro-
duce that the play achieved any momentum.

Even then, success was not assured. Reviews following an out-of-town
opening in Detroit were uniformly negative. Even after substantial

Continued on page 17. See “Fiddler”.



Back to Winnipeg for this descendant 
of pioneer Jewish family

W
h e n
t h e
h i s -

tory of
W i n n i p e g
Jewry is told,
it usually
begins in
1882 with a

group of Russian Jews who came to
Winnipeg and made this city their
home. One of those first settlers was
one Nisen Zimmerman. From him
emerged a long line of Zimmerman
descendants. Of course, what many
people do not know about Nisen or
Nathan - as he became to be known,
was that his real name was
Rabinovitch and he changed it to
Zimmerman in order to buy a new
passport to immigrate to Canada. Also
of interest was that he was the uncle to
the famous author Solomon
Rabinovich, better known as Sholem
Aleichem. 

The Zimmerman family wove their
way into the fabric of Winnipeg life
and one of the great-grandchildren of
Nathan, in this last year, came back to
live in Winnipeg after a 22 year hiatus
in New Haven, Connecticut. I refer to
Penny Divinsky Yellen, someone who
was well known in her own right when she lived here from her birth until
she left with her husband, the late Barney Yellen, in 1996 for New Haven. 

Her story shows the strength of the Winnipeg Jewish community as
Penny reflects a feeling among many that Winnipeg is indeed the home for
many ex-Peggers. Indeed, one might ask what made her return here? To
answer that, it helps to get a sense of her journey. 

Born and raised in Winnipeg to Esther and Micky Divinsky, Penny met her
future husband, Barney Yellen, a native of Los Angeles, when they both
worked at Jewish Family & Child Services in Toronto and
soon they married in 1969. They settled in Winnipeg and
before long Barney was working for the then Family Bureau
and Penny for JCFS in Winnipeg. Then Barney, in 1979,
moved over to JCFS as the Clinical Supervisor, later to
become the Executive Director in 1981. Penny went to work
for the Winnipeg Boys and Girls Club and Age and
Opportunity. And significantly, Penny became involved with
the National Council of Jewish Women - so much involved
that she was the National President from 1987-1989. 

In 1996, after both the Yellen daughters, Elana and
Abby, had moved out and away, Barney received an entic-
ing offer that caused the Yellens to move to New Haven,
Connecticut, where Barney became the Executive
Director of the Jewish Family Services of New Haven. It
was tough to leave Winnipeg, but Penny observed that it
was “an adventure”. Penny, not one to sit by and watch
grass grow, soon had a few positions and in 2004, she
worked part time for the Connecticut Mental Health
Specialists and in 2006 for the Jewish Family Services of
Hartford. Life in Connecticut was satisfying and might
well have continued that way. Sadly, Barney became ill
and died in July, 2008. 

Penny and Barney had always talked about returning
one day to Winnipeg. After Penny retired, she made the
big decision. Even with children living in Vancouver and
New York, Penny decided to follow through with her and
her late husband’s vision of Winnipeg as home. Thus, in
2018, Penny came back to the community she knew and
loved and where, if need be, “my family and friends here
would be supportive.” It has been now close to a year
since Penny became a Manitoba resident and she stays
very busy, almost as if she never left in the first place. She
is active in various ways. When I bumped into her quite
accidentally at the Jewish Heritage Centre in June, she
was going through the archives relating to the National
Council of Jewish Women with respect to its starting the
Golden Age Club in 1948. 

Now the pioneer family of Nisen Zimmerman continues
on in the form of his great-granddaughter, Penny Divinsky
Yellen. Welcome home, Penny.
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All About Jews
2019 Fall Friday Series at 

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre
All About Jews launches the fall component of its fabulous Friday

lunchtime series featuring two dynamic speakers on Jewish music and
culture. This series is produced by Karla Berbrayer.

On Friday September 13, Jonathan Dueck and Judah Cohen will
present Memories of Songs: Jewish and Mennonite Singing in
Russia. This innovative program brings Judah Cohen on skype from
Indiana University in dialogue with Jonathan Dueck at the Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre.

Judah M. Cohen and Jonathan Dueck, scholars of Jewish and
Mennonite music, will tell stories, and sing songs, of the music-mak-
ing of the two communities in the experiences and memories of nine-
teenth-century Russia. Both communities carried their own traditions
and also borrowed from the ways of making music of larger Russian
and European communities. Songs helped to carry both communities
through the region’s seismic political changes and changing views of
identity and history. Join us as we tell these stories and remember these
songs, and their meanings, together.

Judah M. Cohen is Professor of Musicology and Lou and Sybil
Mervis Professor of Jewish Culture at Indiana University. Jonathan
Dueck is Associate Professor of Ethnomusicology and Vice President
Academic and Academic Dean of Canadian Mennonite University, and
is Past President of the Canadian Society for Traditional Music.

On Friday October 11, Andrea Ratuski will present Prague and
Budapest: The Jewish Musical Connection.

In this presentation we’ll learn about musicians from Prague trans-
ported to the concentration camp at Terezin who survived by keeping
up a lively musical tradition. Among them was Karel Ancerl, who
eventually landed in Canada, where he led the Toronto Symphony
Orchestra to great acclaim. In Budapest we’ll hear about composer and
conductor Ernö Dohnanyi, who singlehandedly helped Jewish musi-
cians survive and escape the Nazi regime. We’ll also see photos of the
beautiful cities where these musicians lived and hear some musical
examples.

Currently Andrea hosts at Classic 107, teaches at the Manitoba
Conservatory of Music and Arts, the University of Winnipeg and
McNally Robinson, and writes for various publications.

Profile

PENNY DIVINSKY
YELLEN

NISEN ZIMMERMAN

By

GERRY POSNER



Bulrushes Gallery to close
Hello everyone, After five years Don

and I have decided to close the Gallery
at the end of this season. After the
September long weekend Bulrushes
Gallery will cease operations. Until we
close the doors and turn out the lights
forever all art, with the exception of our
new contemporary artists, will be on
sale at one third off our already incred-
ibly low list prices. There are hundreds
of great Canadian original works of art
to choose from so don’t miss out on this
rare opportunity. You’ll never find this
quality of art again at these incredible
prices.

This week we are featuring two
works by two very special and interna-
tionally renowned Canadian artists.

Rita Caiserman-Roth RCA (1923 – 2005) . One of Canada’s most
important 20th century female artists, Caiserman-Roth was a founder of the

Montreal Artists
School and has works
in the National
Gallery of Canada.
She was also the first
painter to receive the
Governor Generals
Award for Visual
Media and Art. Her
works are represented
in all the major public
collections in Canada
and are much sought
after by collectors of
fine Canadian art.

This original colour lithograph is fabulous, containing many wonderful
images and representations within its borders. This piece has never before
been on view in the gallery and is titled “Open Window”. The piece it is
beautifully framed and would have been priced at 750.00 but now available
for only 495.00. Don’t pass this one up!

Simon Shegelman. Simon Shegelman is a Russian Postwar &
Contemporary painter who was born in 1933. He studied at the Latvian
Academy of Fine Arts where he graduated with distinction and honours.
Until the mid-1970’s his works were widely exhibited in Russia, the Baltic
States, Berlin, Dresden, Prague, Warsaw and Helsinki. He left Russia in
1975 to escape political persecution and immigrated to Canada in 1976. He
worked and lived in Winnipeg, Montreal, Toronto and Ottawa. His works
are highly regarded and often have Judaic themes. This fantastic oil on
paper measures 31 x 26 inches framed. With an estimate value of $3,000.00
it was priced at $750.00, but is now $495.00. This is one of two works we
have by this artist.
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Oil on paper by Simon ShegelmanLithograph by Rita Caiserman-Roth

21 Israeli lawmakers say 2-state solution is 
‘far more dangerous to Israel’ than boycott movement
By SAM SOKOL

J E R U S A L E M
(JTA) – Twenty-one
right-wing Israeli
lawmakers rebuffed a
US House of
Representatives bill
that endorsed a two-
state solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian
conflict while reject-
ing efforts to boycott
the Jewish state.

In a letter
addressed to U.S.
Reps. Brad
Schneider, Lee Zeldin, Jerry Nadler and Ann
Wagner, the co-sponsors of the bill and
staunch supporters of Israel, the Israeli law-
makers asserted that a Palestinian state is “far
more dangerous to Israel” than BDS.

House Resolution 246, which passed 398-
17 last month, condemned the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions movement target-
ing Israel.

While the signatories,, who included
Deputy Foreign Minister Tzipi Hotovely and
Deputy Defense Minister Eli Ben Dahan,
wrote that they were “grateful to all our won-
derful friends in Congress who stand with us
on so many fronts,” they insisted that they had
to express their “concern” over the bill.

“Pressure to establish a Palestinian state
contradicts President Trump’s position, which
he has stated many times – that the solution to
the Israel-Palestinian conflict shall be deter-
mined by the parties,” they wrote.

Such a state would “undoubtedly be a dys-
functional terrorist state” which would
“undermine stability” in the region and

“severely dam-
age the national
security of both
Israel and the
United States.”

The Israeli
lawmakers added
that they under-
stood that “these
resolutions are
accompanied by
many compro-
mises along the
way in order to
reach a language
agreed upon by a

majority,” but that affirming “support for
establishing a Palestinian state is so danger-
ous that we respectfully request that you take
that into consideration” and avoid such lan-
guage in the future.

According to The Jerusalem Post, the impe-
tus for the letter came from the Knesset Land
of Israel Caucus and Samaria Regional
Council head Yossi Dagan.

“Unfortunately, in the last few years,
AIPAC is independently advancing the two-
state solution,” Dagan said in a statement.

“AIPAC portrays the two-state concept as
an Israeli interest to elected officials in
America and as the official position of the
Israeli government, even though this is
untrue,” he said.

Jerusalem recently advanced plans for the
construction of more than 2,300 housing units
in West Bank settlements and The Times of
Israel reports that Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is looking to obtain public support
from President Donald Trump to apply Israeli
sovereignty in some areas of the West Bank.

Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Tzipi
Hotovely speaks at a press conference in
Jerusalem, Jan. 11, 2017. 

(Menahem Kahana/AFP/Getty Images)



Older adults able to audit Judaic Studies courses for free
We received the following email from Haskell

Greenfield, Judaic Studies Program Coordinator
at the University of Manitoba:

Hi, here is a list of courses that are being
offered within the Judaic Studies Program at the
University of Manitoba for this upcoming acad-
emic year. There are other courses hosted in
other departments as well that can be used
toward the Minor in Judaic Studies. 

If individuals are 65 and older, they can reg-
ister for courses for free. They only need to pay
for the application and administrative fees to get
a student number. They will need to register
through Extended Ed.

To register, they can either go down to the
Extended Ed faculty and register in person. Or
they can try to call Michelle Kidd, at 204-474-
7154.” She is their Academic Advisor.

Another person to contact is Karen Nickerson.
1) If you are not a University of Manitoba stu-

dent, please contact Karen Nickerson at 204-
474-8330 karen_nickerson@umanitoba.ca or
Michelle Kidd at 204-474-7154
manseeu@ms.umanitoba.ca in Extended
Education, General Studies for help with the
admission and registration process.

2) If you are already a UofM student, please
register on-line (go to http://umanitoba.ca go to
Current Students and click on Aurora Student)

Fall 2019-Winter 2020 terms
HEB 2210 Modern Hebrew Literature,

CRN 19300 - A01 This is a class on Hebrew and
Israeli literature, history, and culture. The course
will introduce students to a variety of texts, both
fiction and non-fiction, from different places and
time periods. It is designed to introduce them to
the breadth of Hebrew and Israeli creativity. The
course will examine selections from the Bible,
medieval poetry, the European Enlightenment,
Zionism, and Israeli literature. Israeli films and
TV shows will add an audio visual dimension to
this survey of Hebrew and Israeli history and
culture.

2:30 pm - 3:45 pm T/TH

Hebrew 1 - HEB 1250 - - CRN 19299 - A01
The course is intended for students with no expe-
rience or minimal experience with the Hebrew
language. It aims to enable students to acquire

knowledge of the Hebrew alphabet as well as the
fundamental structure of the Modern Hebrew
language. Following current methods in the
teaching of a second/ foreign language, all lan-
guage skills (reading, writing, listening-compre-
hension, and speaking) are developed. Students
are engaged in conversations, reading and writ-
ing texts, and practicing grammatical patterns.
Language lab is also part of the course.

Lecture 10:00 am - 11:15 am T/TH

Fall 2019
JUD 2340 - Contemporary Israel - CRN

19298 - A01 A study of the history and develop-
ment of modern Israel. Topics discussed include
the economic, social, cultural and religious
structures of the contemporary Jewish state.
Attention will also be focused on the status of
Israeli minorities such as Moslems and
Christians.

Since its formation in 1948 the state of Israel
has become a source of pride and inspiration as
well as criticism and content. This course will
tell the complicated story of Israel beginning
with the inception of the Zionist movement in
Europe, the War of Independence, the waves of
Jewish immigration, and the current social,
political, and cultural issues that form Israeli
society today. The course will examine such top-
ics as war and peace, Arabs and Jews, secular
and religious Israelis, and Sephardi and
Ashkenazi Jews. In this course students will read
and discuss contemporary Israeli fiction, poetry,
and film that reveal major tensions, conflicts,
and debates in contemporary Israeli society.

1:00 pm - 2:15 pm T/Th

Winter 2020
Love, Death and Afterlives: Yiddish Culture

in Pre-World War II 
Eastern Europe - 59165 - JUD 3010 - T03

1:00 pm - 2:15 pm
T/TH

Yiddish has been
the language of
Ashkenazi Jews for
nearly a millennium.
By 1939 it was the
language of approxi-
mately 11 million
Jews, comprising
more than two-thirds

of world Jewry. Since the early Middle Ages,
Yiddish has been intimately interwoven into
Jewish life and closely involved in the evolution
of Jewish religious practices, customs and folk-
ways. In more recent times Yiddish served as the
vehicle for the proliferation of an array of move-
ments such as Hasidism, nationalism, and social-
ism. Secular Yiddish cultural activists created
Yiddish educational institutions, literature, the-
ater, press and cinema that achieved a high level
of creativity and ingenuity.
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changes, The New York Times’ influ-
ential critic at the time, Walter Kerr,
offered a tepid review after its

Broadway debut.
But the next day, there were lines around the block.
The film is replete with fascinating anecdotes about the process: how

star Zero Mostel and Robbins feuded because the latter named names
before the House Un-American Activities Committee; how Robbins
attending a Hasidic wedding provided the inspiration for a fun dance
scene; how the play was initially intended to be called “Tevye” until
someone saw Marc Chagall’s painting “The Fiddler” and renamed the
play as a tribute to him.

There have been at least two books written about “Fiddler” — but
while both share many of these anecdotes, neither can satisfactorily
describe the gleam in the eyes, the smiles on the faces and the pride in
the voices of the dozens of actors interviewed here who have played a
part in the “Fiddler” phenomenon.

Lin Manuel-Miranda, who is interviewed in the film, first performed in
a “Fiddler” production in 6th grade. He was so enchanted by the experi-
ence he and his entire wedding party rehearsed and choreographed the
song “L’Chaim” as a surprise his bride, Vanessa. The performance went
viral.

Harnick remembers attending an early Tokyo performance and being
asked: “Do they understand it in America? It’s so Japanese.”

Although there are no overt political references, ties to the current
spike in anti-Semitism and hate seem obvious. As Danny Burstein, who
played Tevye in the last Broadway revival, notes: “As long as human
beings exist and continue to have troubles, ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ will be
there.”

“Fiddler: Miracle of Miracles” opens Aug. 23 in Los Angeles and New
York with additional venues to be announced.

“Fiddler”
(Continued from page 14.)
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LEON RUBIN MD, FRCS, FRCOG
October 3, 1922 – July 27, 2019

It is with profound sad-
ness that we announce the
passing of Leon on July
27, 2019, at the age of 96.

Predeceased in 2016 by
his beloved wife of 68
years, Lainy, Leon is im-
mensely missed by his 3
children; David (Devorah),
Lisa (Glen – deceased) and
Daniel; his grandchildren
Danielle, Evan, Patrick,
Bryan (Amanda) and Mat-
thew (Krystine); and his

great-granddaughters Aria and Navy. Also missing
Leon is brother-in-law Jeffrey, sisters-in-law Sybil and
Clarice, and many loving nieces and nephews, and
extended family. He is predeceased by his brothers
Jack and Manly; his sisters in law, Patty and Lois; and
his brother-in-law Astor.

Leon was a very special man and was loved and
greatly respected by so many. As the patriarch of our
family, his passing has left a huge hole in our hearts and
in our family.

Leon was born in Winnipeg to Harry and Jean Rubin
and grew up in Winnipeg’s north end. His father passed
away when Leon, the oldest of 3 boys, was 12 years of
age, and Leon took on the role as master of the house.

Leon had a long, highly satisfying, and distinguished
career in medicine. He obtained his medical degree
from the University of Manitoba in 1945 and was
awarded the gold medal for the highest standing in
Obstetrics and Gynecology. He practiced his specialty
for more than 50 years, mostly at the Mall Medical
Group.

Leon was involved in his community. He was a board
member of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet for 26 years,
with 2 years as Board President. Leon served on the
executive and Honorary Council of the Jewish Histori-
cal Society and its successor, the Jewish Heritage
Centre. His hobbies included sculpting, writing, bridge
and golf. He was incredibly accomplished in all his
pursuits and he had a number of his pieces of writing
published.

Leon and Lainy were married in 1948. They were
able to travel extensively throughout their married life,
including to the Orient with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet
in 1988; and they enjoyed many winters in Palm
Springs California. The family spent many happy
summers at their cottage at Falcon Lake, often with
visits from extended family and friends.

Interment took place at the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery
on July 30; Rabbi Matthew Leibl officiated. Donations
in Leon’s honour may be made to the Royal Winnipeg
Ballet School, the Winnipeg Humane Society or a
charity of your choice.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams,

$8 per column inch.  Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone,

with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

DAVID POLLOCK
February 2, 1916 – August 12, 2019

With sadness we an-
nounce the passing of
David Pollock on August
12, 2019, at the age of 103.

David was born in Win-
nipeg on February 2, 1916,
the son of Vitcha
(Kesselman) and Kalman
Pollock who arrived in
Winnipeg from Kiev in
1913. He had four siblings,
Tanny, Morris, Sam

(Buddy) and Rose. In 1941 he married Sylvia Rayman,
his wife of 52 years, with whom he had three children,
Melanie, Scarlet and Daryl.

David attended Lord Selkirk, Aberdeen and St John’s
High School where he was an accomplished athlete. He
obtained his electrician’s license in 1936 and during
the Second World War worked installing generators at
the Welland Canal. After returning to Winnipeg, he
became a well-known restauranteur, beginning with
the Rickshaw Restaurant. Subsequently, he established
the Holiday Restaurant in the Dayton Building on
Portage Avenue, and then the famous Beefeater Res-
taurant at Osborne Square which ran from the late
1960’s to the 1990’s. David was also the founder of the
Golden Door Geriatric Centre on Pembina Highway
which increasingly became his major interest. After
more than five decades, it still operates today as one of
Winnipeg’s finest long-term care facilities.

After Sylvia’s death in 1993 David married Ruth
Kaplan of Palm Springs, California, where they re-
sided for half the year. There, in 2016, he celebrated his
100th birthday at a large party where his remarkable
vibrancy was evident in his speech on that occasion and
his turns on the dance floor.

In addition to Ruth, David leaves to mourn his
daughters Melanie Panitch and Scarlet Pollock, and
son, Daryl Pollock, his son-in-law Leo Panitch and
daughter-in-law Wendy (Wyatt) Pollock. He also leaves
his grandchildren Maxim and Vida, Simcha and Pendle,
Zachary, Joshua Wyatt and Isabella, his great-grand-
children Ellen and Dean, and many nieces and neph-
ews as well as Ruth’s own family.

The family wants especially to thank Sonia Baladad,
Kelly Barnert-Loewen and Mira Djokic for their lov-
ing care and respect, making it possible for David to see
out his life at his home in Winnipeg.

Funeral services were held at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue on Thursday, August 15. Donations in
David Pollock’s honour can be made to the Friends of
Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETHEL BIRKS
who passed away
August 26, 1997
23 Days in Av

Sadly missed along life's way
Quietly remembered every day
No longer in our life to share
But in our hearts she is always
there
— Your loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

BERDIE COHEN
who passed away
August 14, 1993

27 Days in Av, 5754
— Lovingly remembered by
your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK ISAAC
"IKE" GLESBY

who passed away
August 16, 1998
24 Days in Av

Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
— Your 4 daughters,
7 granddaughters, 8 great-
granddaughters and your
namesake, Ike.

In loving memory of

SHONA
GOORVICH

August 12, 1998
21 Days in Av

Deeply missed every day
Your gentle spirit guides our
way
— Lovingly remembered by
her parents, brother,
grandmother and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
36th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GILDA KATZ
who passed away

July 30, 1983
20 Days in Av

— You are with us forever,
dearly loved and forever
missed day by day by your
children, grandchildren, sister
and family.

In loving memory of

ALAN LEVINE
who passed away
August 19, 2014

23 days in Av
— Lovingly remembered by
his sister Marcia.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILIP LINDER
who passed away
August 6, 1956

25 days in Av 5716
— Ever remembered by
Sheila and Elvin,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ANN MOSER
who passed away
August 14th, 2006

20 Days in Av
—  Lovingly remembered and
missed every day by your
children, grandchildren, and
friends.

In Memoriam
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6th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRMA PENN
who passed away

July 30, 2013
23 days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
missed by family and friends.

In Memory of our
Mother and

Grandmother

Beautiful memories,
Are wonderful things.
They last till the longest day,
and can never be given away.
To some you may be forgotten,
to others a part of the past.
But to us who loved and lost you,
your memory will always last.
Today, tomorrow, our whole life through,
we will love and cherish…you.

Your children and
Grandchildren

Lillian
Rosenberg
August 21, 2006

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY STERN
who passed away
August 23, 2004
6 Days in Elul

— Always and forever loved
and remembered by his
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and many friends.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHERRY
THOMPSON

who passed away
August 21, 2012

4 Days in Elul 5772
Lovingly remembered by your
husband, children, grand-
children, family and friends
Always in our hearts, forever
in our thoughts.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM BAKER
who passed away
August 5, 2013
29 Days in Av

— Forever in our hearts and
still deeply missed by his
children and grandchildren.

6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of
our dear mother and

grandmother

MARGARET
BOOKHALTER

who passed away
August 23, 1979

30 Days in Av, 5739

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MATHESON
(MATT) BURKE

who passed away
August 14, 1996
29 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MURRAY
GOLUB

who passed away
August 26, 2014
1st day in Elul

“Loving memories will never die.
You are always with us.”
– We will forever remember your
gentle smile and positive outlook.
Sorely missed and forever
loved by your wife, Marilyn,
your sons, Mark and Michael
and by family and friends.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IDA HECHT
who passed away
September 1, 2011

2 days in Elul
— Forever remembered with
love and admiration by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

PEARL KRAUT
HUBAR

who passed away
August 20, 1982
1st Day in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children and family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JUDGE EDWIN

KIMELMAN
who passed away
September 2, 2007

Just as you were you will always stay
Loved and remembered every day
— Your loving wife Zel,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CELIA LIPKIN
who passed away
September 1, 2011

2 days in Elul
Forever in our hearts
A woman of strength, courage,
kindness and devotion
— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SYLVIA MIRIAM
POLLOCK
who passed away
August 31, 2011
2 Days in Elul

Forever loved and missed.
— Your loving family.

In Memoriam In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRENE
RABINOVITCH

who passed away
September 1, 1959

28 Days in Av, 5719
—Ever remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

who passed away

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH RAIZEN

August 14, 1988
2 Days in Elul

EVELYN RAIZEN
September 5, 1985

19 Days in Elul
— Always remembered with much love and sadly missed by your
daughters Marilyn, Karen, Janice and their families

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BETTY
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
August 27, 2003
28th Day of Av

— Truly loved and deeply
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ROSE SWITZER
who passed away
September 1, 1992

3 Days in Elul
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandson and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

RIVA
WEINSTEIN

who passed away
August 30, 1962
30 Days in Av

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
family.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

BENJAMIN
SHAPIRO
who passed away
August 28, 1984
1st Day in Elul

— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
SILVERBERG

who passed away
August 17th, 1966

1 Elul 5726
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dear husband, father

& grandfather

WILLIAM
SIMCES

who passed away
August 11th, 1969

27 Days in Av
— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

PHILIP WEISS
Survivor and Witness

Husband, Father,
Zaida, Brother

who passed away
September 3, 2008

3 Days in Elul

Forever remembered with
love and admiration by his
children, Francie and Eric,
Beverly and Bryan, his
grandchildren Abby, Jill,
Richard, Erin, Evan,
Michael, Lainie, sister-in-law
Evelyn, and his nieces and
nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX ZAMICK
who passed away
August 28, 1983

The passage of  thirty-six years
is but a twinkle in time.
Cherished memories are
eternal.
With love always - wife Clara,
daughters Fern (Alex) &
Sandra (Rob) & grandson
Matthew.

Community news

�����������
����������	��	
�����	�����	��
	������	�����	�������	���
��	������	

��
	����
����
�	�������	���������	�����	��
	������	�����	�������	���
��	������
 ��	������	����	�!����	�"���	��	��	#�	$�
���	

%��������	�������"��	��
	���	������	��
�	����	#&	$��'��	
(�)����	���	"�	����	���
	���	�����	�
	�������	�����	)��
	*+,-	�
	�-,./0�-0%�

���������������	
�������	���	���������������

�����������	
� ��	
��� ���	��

����������	�
����
����
���
������

	����	������������
���
�����
���������

�	���� �

!����
����"�!������"
!���#�!�$����	�
�����"

%�����
�������
�
���&&
������'
�����()*+,,-+.-.-
/�#��()*+,,-+(010
�&2+�"�3���4���

������ ����

��//��5���6789
110-� 8���

���"��1��8��(��8�����
	����
����������
���
�����
�� ����

	��2�9���
������������������:

������;�
�������&

���������

�����"���
&��2�"��
��<����
����

�
������
()*+*=,+=10>

�?���3�����
��
�

�	
�	���	�����
�
���@�"�����������
�
��
��A���<��

�
4��
��-�
��1)��
������
��������;����������1�<���

�

%&���
����
�<���<������A�"��

�'
&�������"��

������(������<������
�
������
��
�<����"�4��
�
�������A�4��
����2��������;�
�
���������9������������������
	���������������������

������������������� !"# �$%!

����� ��������
�	��
����	�����������
������� ������������

���������������

Committee used in its report.
Here are figures taken from the four largest

beneficiary agencies’ annual reports:

2017-18 expenses 2016-17 expenses
Gray Academy
$6,935,928 $6,820,212
Jewish Child & Family Service
$3,250,172 $3,269,905
Rady JCC
$7,695,738 $7,570,583
Simkin Centre according to its
website annual spending is approximately
$13.5 million

Those four agencies alone have combined
spending of approximately $31 million. That
still leaves another eight beneficiary agencies.
Add to the spending by those agencies spending
by the Jewish Federation and the Jewish
Foundation simply on salaries and you can
begin to get an idea how hugely important
Jewish agencies and organizations are to the
Manitoba economy.

Compare, for instance, the total spending of
the cities of Brandon and Steinbach with that of
the Jewish community of Winnipeg. 

The city of Steinbach, which has a population
over 16,000, has a total budget of approximate-
ly $32 million. Brandon, which has a popula-
tion of 49,000, has a total budget of approxi-
mately $56 million.

Winnipeg’s Jewish community has a popula-
tion far less than either of those two cities, yet
is responsible for spending that would make
Winnipeg Jewish institutions – taken as a whole
- one of the largest drivers in the Manitoba

economy.
But, as we’ve noted repeatedly in past issues,

this economic prowess is largely due to two fac-
tors:

The foresight of visionaries who laid the
financial foundations for the future wellbeing
of the community years ago through such insti-
tutions as the Jewish Foundation, which doled
out over $4.5 million in grants in 2018; and the
ongoing success of the Combined Jewish
Appeal – through both good and bad times, in
allocating what this year came to over $6 mil-
lion in funding in 2018.

The other factor that has emerged over the
years as institutions have matured – and served
individuals who are not part of the Jewish com-
munity, is the extent to which institutions that
once served primarily Jewish stakeholders now
serve the community as a whole.

Two institutions stand out in this regard: The
Rady JCC and the Simkin Centre. Both those
facilities now serve a significant number of
non-Jews. It is both a tribute to their success
and an indication how much catering to the
Jewish community alone has diminished in
importance for those two institutions, compared
to what used to be the case.

One more point: As of the time of writing,
there are only two Jewish candidates in the
upcoming provincial election, and neither one
is running for a major party.

Considering the impact that spending by
Jewish organizations has on the economy – out
of total proportion to the actual size of the
Jewish community, it would be nice to have at
least one Jewish member of the Manitoba
Legislature. After all, organizations housed at
the Asper Campus are alone responsible for
well over $30 million in spending in the
Manitoba economy. 

Beneficiary agencies
Continued from page 1.
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Joanne Seiff

The Jewish news: Drawing conclusions

I
n July, my husband went to a conference in
Florida. I laughed. I wasn’t at all jealous,
because who wants to go to Miami in the

summer time? Meanwhile, we had a heat wave in
Manitoba, so maybe the joke was on me.

I start with this because sometimes the news
correlates with our lives in ways that are too
close for comfort. What do I mean? The Jewish
community is small, so when there are relevant

headlines, it’s only logical that sometimes, we make a quick connection.
The week when I was home with twins and two dogs and home repairs tak-
ing place, my house felt like a circus.

Then I read the news. A man was shot in Miami as he waited outside of
his congregation for morning prayers to begin. Another Miami congrega-
tion had anti-Semitic threats sent to it by mail. I (selfishly) became relieved
that my husband was the treasurer of the
organization running the conference. He
was too busy to attend a new shul during his
trip.

I scrolled down to read that the Temple
Society of Concord, in Syracuse, New York,
decided to sell its historic building to a
developer who will create university student
apartments. The congregation, established in
1839, had been in their building for 108
years. For me, this was not just a news story.
A family friend had been the rabbi of this
congregation for a long stretch. When I was
at Cornell University, a little over an hour away, this rabbi hired me to run
their alternative/teens and families’ High Holiday service. Every year, I
spent Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur in Syracuse, sleeping at the rabbi’s
house in his daughter’s room. His daughter was at Duke University, in North
Carolina, somewhat closer to my Virginia family, while I was closer to his.

The synagogue building is awe-inspiring, large, and, I’d imagine, hard to
keep up as the congregation size decreased. Like many Winnipeg
Protestant congregations these days, in order to keep the congregation
alive, the building situation had to change.

The third bit of news that struck me was the decision that the Canadian
federal elections would go ahead on Shemini Atzeret. I was disappointed
with this decision, too, but I understand the cost and effort of changing
polling sites and election dates is not easy.

By the time you read this though, this is all old news, as the news cycle
is so fast. What difference does any of it make?

I paired this with the reading of Devarim, (Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22). This
is a summer time Torah portion that examines how leadership functions and
also how we interpret what has happened. It’s a second recounting of the
travels, battles, and spy narratives that have already occurred. In hindsight,

however, Moses is able to interpret what happens in a different light.
Due to my household’s daily demands, I didn’t have time that week to

obsess about the news. I was at wading pools, a museum, a coding class for
kids, lots of playgrounds, a lake swimming lesson and more. I got per-
spective by stepping away from news that seemed all too personal. By
looking back a few weeks later, I was able to see things differently.

First, a man was shot outside of Young Israel of Greater Miami…but he
was shot in the leg. He lived, thank goodness…and that’s what matters.

Second, although it’s sad that this Syracuse congregation is selling its
108 year old building, the sale of that building will put them on a much
more sound financial footing. Their choice to move is a decision to invest
in their congregation and its people rather than in a building. After all, Jews
don’t pray to a structure, but with the people inside it. 

Third, while I’m still sad that the election date in Canada will offer chal-
lenges to the observant Jewish community, the publicity around it means

that many observant Jews will plan ahead and vote
early. The leadership involved in trying to have the
date changed is also able to alert people that just as
they need to stock up on holiday foods and build a
Sukkah ahead of time, they also need to vote ahead
that way, too.

Good leadership and thoughtful reflection allow
us to process hard situations and also understand
them and move forward. Closure is important. If we
know and understand our priorities, we can see the
news as more than just facts. Even if the news cuts
close to home, we can understand the news as more
than upsetting things that happened, but rather as

part of a greater story. We can draw conclusions.
It’s not as though this is the first time in Jewish history where there have

been population changes, attacks, wars, or situations when voting rights
have been threatened. Our history is full of these stories. In order to mobi-
lize ourselves and move forward, we have to examine the past to under-
stand the future. Sometimes it takes strong leadership to do it. Moshe
Rabbeinu (Moses, our rabbi/teacher) was one such leader, but we, too, can
foster leadership and reflection in our own communities. It’s important that
we draw from our history to build the future.

While talking about this idea, my kids interrupted to say that they knew
all about Moshe Rabbeinu. “Rabbeinu,” one of my twins said confidently,
is his last name! After a good laugh, I had to tell him what “Rabbeinu”
meant. It’s not a last name! Just like a misunderstanding about a name, we
can misread the news. It takes time and learning to figure out what it all
might mean.

Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the
author of three books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish
Community– From the Outside In. Read more on her blog: www.joanne-
seiff.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF

If we know and understand our
priorities, we can see the news as
more than just facts. Even if the
news cuts close to home, we can

understand the news as more than
upsetting things that happened, but

rather as part of a greater story.
We can draw conclusions.
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Sports

Lou Billinkoff: Slowing down, but setting more records

W
i n n i p e g ’ s
L o u
B i l l i n k o f f

didn’t become an
internationally-recog-
nized athlete until he
was 89-years-old.

Until then, Billinkoff
had no interest in play-

ing sports. In fact, when he was a kid, he didn’t
play sports because, “the other kids always chose
me last, or wouldn’t pick me at all.”

Today, at age 96, however, Billinkoff has his
own Athletics Canada Athlete Profile page. He’s
an international track star, the current Canadian
record holder in the 95-99 age group for the 60-
metre dash.

“I had the record for the 100-metre dash,” he
said with a mischievous smile. “But another guy broke the record six weeks
after I set it. I think I might try to get it back.”

So how does an admitted lifelong non-athlete, who was an engineer with
Winnipeg Hydro for 40 years before retiring 36 years ago, become a
nationally-ranked age group track star? How does a nonagenarian (yes, we
had to look up the word) become one of the most famous Masters’ sprint-
ers on the planet?

It’s easy. Have a heart attack.
“It all just fell on me,” he said. “I never expected this to happen to me. I

never saw myself as an athlete. I never was an athlete.
“What happened was, I had a heart attack when I was 89. That was seven

years ago. After the operation – it wasn’t a very big heart attack – my doc-
tor recommended that I go through a program at the Reh-Fit Centre, which
I must say is a really wonderful place. I think the Reh-Fit is the most mar-
velous place there is.

“So, while I was doing the different exercises and walking, I reminded
myself that when I was younger, I used to run. So, I said to myself, ‘I won-
der if I can still do it?’ So, I started running and I enjoyed it. Nobody took
any notice of it. I didn’t think anything of it. But one day, my son Errol,
timed me and then looked up my age group on the Internet and he said, ‘Do
you know, your times are right up there with the top runners in the world?’
I just said, ‘No, it can’t be.’ And he said, ‘You’re one of the best.’”

Billinkoff was now 92 the day Errol’s watch came out for the first time.
Since Lou had committed to his program at the Reh-Fit, he had given
absolutely no thought to running competitively. In fact, it was the furthest
thing from his mind. He was only running to stay alive. 

“I never thought I would do anything in competition,” he said, still a lit-
tle shocked by his recent celebrity. “Errol insisted that I enter a competi-
tion. I didn’t have any idea what it was. I had no idea how you did it. How
you entered. I knew nothing about it. But through Athletics Manitoba, I
entered a meet and ran the 100 metres in 29.55 seconds.”

It was July 8, 2015, and Billinkoff was entered in the Men’s 90-94 age
group 100-metre dash. He was the only runner and yet he set the Canadian
age group record for the 100.

From that point on, he tried to run at least one competitive race a year. In
2016, he ran 100-metres at the Manitoba Provincial Age Group champi-
onships in 28.29 and moved up in the rankings to No. 7 in Canada and No.
18 in the World. 

On Dec. 8, 2017, he ran his first Indoor competition at Athletics
Manitoba’s Last Chance Meet at the University of Manitoba’s Max Bell
Centre. He ran 60 metres in 17.33 seconds.

Then, in the summer, he turned 95 and ran 100-metres in the 95-99 age
category at the Manitoba Age Group Championships in 29.73. He was now
ranked No. 2 in the World and No. 2 in Canada.

On Nov. 10, 2018, he ran a 50-metre dash at a University of Manitoba
indoor meet in 14.58 and then, on June 21, he set the Canadian record in
the outdoor 50 at the Provincial Age Group championship by running the
distance in 15.68.

“I never thought I’d ever have an official athlete’s profile, let alone be
ranked in the official World Masters’ rankings,” Billinkoff said, laughing
and shaking his head. “It’s unbelievable. In the 50-metre dash this year, I
was the only person entered. I’m the only one running in the province at
my age. In years past, there have been one or two runners and in the 90-94
age group there are a lot of runners, but now, I run by myself and there
aren’t that many runners in the world.

“I picked the 50 metres this year because I looked at the world record and
thought I had to chance to break it. It’s also getting hard to run 100 metres
now. I’ve been running mostly 60s. Setting the Canadian record in the 50
metres was an easy cinch.”

Billinkoff still drives a car and he and Ruth, his wife of 68 years, still
spend much of the winter in Palm Springs. They fly south and he drives

around town when they get there. 
“I’ve almost been retired as long as I worked,” Billinkoff said. “I’ve

almost completely forgotten my working life. My goal now is to be retired
longer than I worked. That’s a goal post for me. I’m going to celebrate
when I get to 40 years retired. I’ll be 100. I expect to get there.”

Billinkoff admitted that when he was young he was a “terrible athlete.”
Now, however, he’s become a star. When he’s training at the Reh-Fit
Centre, people cheer as he runs by. He’s recognized in local restaurants and
he’s even signed a few autographs.

He’s coached by Sheldon Reynolds, the co-founder of Stride Ahead
Tough Track Club, but admits there isn’t a lot Reynolds can do at this stage.
“What can he say to me? I’m 96,” Billinkoff said, grinning.

“It’s been a lot of fun,” Billinkoff added. “But this has also been good for
me. I feel great. I don’t have any pains in my ankles or knees, because I’ve
never been an athlete and never had any injuries. So, I have no serious ail-
ments. I’m a really happy guy.” 

Lou with members of his family on June 22 (left-right):
Asher Billinkoff, grandson (Errol’s son); Jordan Billinkoff, grandson
(Errol’s son)); wife Ruth, Lou, Errol Billinkoff (Lou’s younger son);
Mitchell Billinkoff, grandson (Lorne’s son); Lorne (Lou’s older son);
and Lorne’s wife, Marilyn

Lou running the 50-metre dash on June 22 Lou exulting after running the fastest time over 50
metres in 2019 for anyone 95+ (15.68 seconds) 

Poverty-stricken Haredi man buys scratch
lottery ticket on a whim, wins over $140,000

JERUSALEM (JTA) — A haredi Orthodox man in Bnei Brak in cen-
tral Israel, who has been living in poverty, won more than $140,000 on a
scratch lottery ticket.

He purchased the nearly $15 ticket on a whim, the first time he had
ever purchased a lottery ticket, according to reports.

He called himself by the name “Ashkenazi Siman Tov,” in interviews
with the Yeshiva World News and Arutz 7.  Siman tov means good sign
and often is used in conjunction with the term Mazel tov, which means
good luck.

He bought the ticket in the Chazon Ish store in the city center where he
does his weekly grocery shopping.  Siman Tov was going through seri-
ous financial difficulties after his business went bankrupt.

Siman Tov publicly thanked God for the windfall and promised the
store owner a generous tip.

By

SCOTT TAYLOR



By MYRON LOVE

S
halom Square –the Israel
Pavillion at Folklorama –
featured some special

guests at the early show on
Friday evening, August 9. That
would be the members of the
I.L. Peretz Folk School class of
’72 who had come together on
the weekend of August 9-11 to
celebrate their 60th birthdays
this year.

“We were given the VIP treat-
ment at Shalom Square,” says
Howard Morry, one of the
reunion organizers. “They even
sang some Yiddish songs for
our benefit.”

The original plan, says
Morry, was for some of the
class of ’72 who had stayed in
touch with each other to get
together to play some golf in Phoenix. When that fell through, the back-up
plan was to get together for golf in Winnipeg.

“It then occurred to us that we should have a full class reunion instead,”
he says.

(In the end, there was no golf, he adds.)

Morry has high praise for the co-operation of major communal institu-
tions such as Gray Academy, the Rady JCC, and the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba. “The support of the communal institutions was fantastic,” he
says. “(Gray Academy Head of School) Lori Binder arranged an Oneg
Shabbat for us at the school. The Rady JCC  arranged for our Folklorama
appearance. And the Jewish Foundation helped us with registration.”

This was the Class of ‘72’s second reunion – the first – in 1997 - being
the celebration of the 25th anniversary of their graduation from Grade 7.

Morry reports that 18 of the 25 ’72 grads came for the reunion. “With
spouses, there were 27 of us,” he says. 

While most of the former classmates are still in Winnipeg, others came
from Toronto and Vancouver, Arizona, Florida, and England.

Following the show at Shalom Square, the classmates gathered at
Howard and Hope Morry’s home for a barbecue and reminiscing. Among
the highlights of the evening was a video taken by Howard Morry’s father,
Julius, of the classmates’ kindergarten graduation, which included a
Yiddish-language version of “Little Red Riding Hood” – “Gitl mittn Hitl”.

“I played the wolf,” Morry recalls.
Julius Morry filmed the event with Super 8 film, which had more recent-

ly been converted to a DVD. “It was amazing seeing our five and six-year-
old selves,” Morry observes.

Julius Morry also made a poster with all of the Class of ’72 students’ grad
pictures.

The class of ’72 also invited two former teachers who are still around –
102-year Betty Warshawsky and Arnice Pollock.

One lasting legacy of the reunion – in addition to the memories – was the
creation of an endowment fund with the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba in
memory of classmates David Polsky and Marshall Shuster, both of whom
recently passed away, with interest earned going to Gray Academy.

“We have already raised more than $2,000,” Morry says.

Morry adds that the Peretz School Class of ’72 reunion co-ordinated with
Garden City Collegiate, which held a Class of ’77 reunion the day before,
which some of the Peretz School classmates were also able to attend. 
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Peretz School class of ’72 reunion incorporates Folklorama appearance

Members of Peretz School’s class of ‘72 (with pictures of themselves
from 1972 captioned with their first initial and surname in Yiddish)
Back row (left-right): Keith Levit, Ken Pollock, Lorne Stoller, Eric
Zipman, Chuck Blanaru, Jeff Minuk, Howard Morry
Front row (left-right): Leslie Assor, Anna Gail Goldfeld, Lori Ainemer,
Pamela Weinroth, Tami Katz, Carla Rubenfeld, Harriet Kraut, Fay-
Lynn Katz

Class of ‘72 teachers 102-year-old
Betty Warshawsky (left) and  Arnice
Pollock

After Jewish protesters interrupt Trump rally, 
mistakenly mocks one of his supporters

(JTA) — A group of protesters affiliated with a Jewish group inter-
rupted a New Hampshire rally for President Donald Trump on Thursday.
In attempting to hit back, Trump ended up insulting one of his own sup-
porters.

The protesters at the event in Manchester belonged to IfNotNow, a
Jewish group of millennials that opposes Israel’s control of the West
Bank. They held up banners reading “Jews Against the Occupation” and
“Trump Is #BadForTheJews.”

But in attempting to address them, Trump mistakenly started mocking
a man standing close by.

“That guy’s got a serious weight problem,” he said. “Go home, start
exercising.”

Security eventually escorted out the protesters.
The man, it turns out, was not part of the group and actually was a

Trump backer. He later told Fox News he wasn’t offended by the presi-
dent’s mockery.

“Everything’s good!” Frank Dawson later told Fox News. “I love the
guy! He’s the best thing that ever happened to this country.”



(August 15, 2019 / JNS)
Unlike his predecessor, Barack
Obama, President Donald Trump
doesn’t think more “daylight”
between the United States and
Israel is needed, and he has had
Israel’s back on all the major
issues regarding the peace
process and threats like Iran.

But ironically, this is a moment when Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu should have not only sought
to establish a little distance between his government and
the White House, but also ignored the advice coming from
the Twitter account of @realDonaldTrump.

Trump’s Thursday-morning tweet, in which he said “it
would show great weakness” if Israel allowed Rep. Ilhan
Omar (D-Minn.) and Rep. Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.) to enter the country,
apparently helped push Netanyahu to decide to prevent the pair from car-
rying out their planned trip, which was originally slated to start on Sunday.

While this may play well with some Israelis and also serves Trump’s
political interests, it is a terrible mistake that will only hurt Israel and help
its enemies.

Trump is right when he says that Omar and Tlaib hate Israel. They’re
both guilty of anti-Semitic attacks on the Jewish nation and its American
supporters, in which they’ve claimed that Jews are buying congressional
support and are guilty of dual loyalty to both countries. They’re supporters
of a BDS movement that is drenched in anti-Semitism and seeks to elimi-
nate the one Jewish state on the planet.

Their goal is to conduct a circus-like tour of Palestinian sites in which a
gaggle of international journalists will help them smear Israel as an oppres-
sor. The problems of the Palestinians would have been depicted as solely
the fault of Israel, while the oppression, violence, corruption and intransi-

gence of both the Palestinian Authority
in the West Bank and Hamas in the
Gaza Strip would have been ignored.

But keeping them out of the country
will help the congresswomen’s cause
and other Israel-haters far more than
Israel.

By going back on his government’s ini-
tial promise to allow the two to visit
Israel, made last month by Israel’s
Ambassador to the United States Ron
Dermer, Netanyahu is hurting his coun-
try’s image as a free and open democracy
that is not afraid of scrutiny. While that is
an important consideration, the real dam-
age goes far deeper than mere bad optics.

Their denied entry will give opponents of laws that ban compliance with
BDS boycotts the ability to say that Israel and its friends are seeking to bar
free speech.

More importantly, by allowing Omar and Tlaib to pose as martyrs, Israel
will engender sympathy for them among their fellow Democrats, aiding
rather than hindering their effort to ensure that the party is further alienat-
ed from Israel.

At the bottom of this controversy is a foolish law passed by the Knesset
in 2017 to ban entry into the country of foreigners who support boycotts of
Israel. The point of the legislation was to hinder non-government organi-
zations that seek to promote the false image of Israel as an “apartheid”
state. But while this inconvenienced these activists, its main impact was to
provide fodder for their propaganda efforts. Their activities inside Israel
did little or no actual harm to the state. Yet their exclusion made the
region’s only democracy seem like just another petty tyranny. The law
allowed Israelis to vent their anger at opponents, but helped their foes more
than it hurt them.

Law or no law, under normal circumstances, no Israeli government would
think of enforcing a ban on a member of Congress, no matter how much
they may be disliked or unwelcome. The reason why the unthinkable
became Israeli policy is rooted in the politics of both countries.

Netanyahu may think this decision will help him rally more right-wing
Israeli voters to the Likud prior to next month’s elections, where he is fight-
ing for his political life.

The more important calculation is that it is in Trump’s interests for
Netanyahu to ban Omar and Tlaib.

Much as was the case with his previous shots at the pair and the other
members of the “Squad,” like Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.),
Trump wants these radicals to become the face of the Democratic Party. His
attacks on them helped turned them into martyrs and the darlings of both
the party’s left-wing activist base, the liberal media and late-night televi-
sion comedy shows.

Though their views are out of sync with more moderate Democrats, like
the 41 members of the House who just visited Israel this past week to
express their solidarity, Trump’s broadsides make it harder for others in
their party to censure or hold them accountable for their anti-Semitism.

Moderate Democrats are trying, albeit not always successfully, to hold
the line against radicals whose animus for Israel is fueled by intersectional
theories that are fashionable on the far-left and with minority communities.
But Trump wants them to fail and to further the alarming chasm between
many Democrats and supporters of Israel that was widened by the mis-
guided policies of Obama. The further to the left the Democrats drift, the
easier Trump thinks it will be for him to be re-elected.

Trump may be the most pro-Israel U.S. president to date, and many
friends of Israel view with alarm the possibility that a Democrat with far
less sympathy for the Jewish state will replace him in the Oval Office in
2021. But given the fact that good relations with the United States is a long-
term priority that transcends the political calculations of both Trump and
Netanyahu, it’s not in Israel’s interests to do anything that will make the
break with Democrats worse.

That is exactly what Netanyahu has done by banning Omar and Tlaib.
And by announcing his decision only an hour after Trump’s tweet,

Netanyahu is allowing detractors to portray him as a lap dog of an
American president, which is something that will make it harder for him or
a successor to say “no” to the White House the next time it becomes nec-
essary.

Even those who rightly regard Omar and Tlaib with anger and contempt
should understand that this decision is a self-inflicted wound that will do
Israel far more damage in terms of its interests and its image than any short-
lived visit would have done.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS–Jewish News Syndicate.
Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.

Israel should have ignored Trump’s pressure on Omar and Tlaib
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Comment

Reps. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn and Rashida
Tlaib, D-Mich., were recently banned from
entering the state of Israel. 

(Tom Williams/CQ Roll

Banning members of Congress, even anti-Semitic BDS supporters, from entering the country 
is a grave mistake that will only help Israel’s foes.

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN


