
New Israeli home front chief Dichter:
Iran's nukes threaten Israel's existence

JERUSALEM (JTA) –
"Israel’s existence is
threatened” by Iran’s
nuclear weapons pro-

gram, Avi Dichter said upon tak-
ing over as Israel's home front
defense minister.

Dichter, officially taking the
post from Matan Vilna'i, said on
Sunday that for the first time
Israel is facing an existential
threat from Iran as well as strate-
gic threats from Lebanon, Syria
and Gaza. But, he added, "the
era of killing Israelis because they are Jews is over."

Dichter resigned from the Knesset and the opposition
Kadima Party last week to take the ministership. It is
believed he may be the deciding vote in the Security
Cabinet in favor of a strike on Iran.

Also Sunday, Gen. Amir Ali Hajizadeh, head of the
Revolutionary Guard's air force, said he would "wel-
come" an Israeli strike against Iran because Iran then
would have a reason to retaliate and "get rid of" the
Jewish state "forever," The Associated Press reported, cit-
ing IRNA, the official Iranian news agency.

Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, called
Israel "the Zionist cancerous tumor in the heart of the
Islamic world," according to IRNA, the French news
agency AFP reported. Khamenei was delivering a speech
in honor of Eid al-Fitr, the end of the Muslim holy month
of Ramadan.

Two days earlier, Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad had used the same terminology, saying that
"The Zionist regime and the Zionists are a cancerous
tumor."

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called the state-
ment "offensive and inflammatory," and EU foreign policy
chief Catherine Ashton said they were "outrageous and
hateful."

"Israel's right to exist must not be called into question,"
Ashton said through a spokesman.

Once again Shalom Square was the scene of a knock-out series of performances by the
Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble, this time in conjunction with Mexican dance troupe
Anajnu Veatem.
The Winnipeg Free Press described Shalom Square as setting the “gold standard” for all
pavilions in Folklorama.

By BERNIE BELLAN
In a highly controversial move the United Church

of Canada has approved a resolution calling for the
boycott of products made in or linked to settlements
on “occupied Palestinian territory”.

The vote on the resolution came Friday, August 17
in Ottawa, where the United Church’s general coun-
cil was holding its annual meeting.

According to various news sources, exact details as
to how the boycott will be applied are to be worked
out in the coming weeks and months.

The Friday vote was the culmination of a series of
events, including a proposal from a working group of
the church that had met with much criticism, both
from Jewish groups, and from within the church, as
well.

The working group had recommended that the
church “continue to identify the end of the Israeli
occupation as necessary for peace in the region, to
urge Israel to dismantle settlements within the occu-
pied territories, and call on the Canadian government
to ‘provide leadership among nations advocating for
the end of the occupation.’ “ 

The final motion passed August 17 states that the occupation is “a major con-
tributor to the injustice that underlies the violence of the region,” and calls on
Israel to dismantle its settlements within the occupied territories. It also requests
the Canadian government to take steps to ensure that “all products produced in
the settlements be labeled clearly and differently from products of Israel.”

In the days leading up to the event, a variety of Jewish organizations added their
voices to the intense discussion surrounding the United Church working report.

In a release issued by the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, it was stated that
“The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs is outraged by today’s decision by the
United Church of Canada to single out Israeli communities for boycott.  The Centre
is equally offended by the Church’s expression of regret for previously calling for
Palestinian recognition of Israel’s Jewish character.  This decision represents a rad-
ical shift in the United Church’s policies, betrays the views of the vast majority of
its members, and flies in the face of decades of constructive interfaith dialogue.

“An independent survey commissioned by the Centre in partnership with a
grassroots group within the United Church, Faithful Witness, dramatically demon-
strated the extent to which the new policy is at odds with the views of the Church’s
congregants.  The survey was shared with all Church clergy and with
Commissioners at this General Council.  The Church’s decision to support boycott
in full knowledge of these survey results confirms the extent to which this decision
was driven by narrow ideology rather than by a desire to faithfully represent the
views of the membership. 

“In choosing this morally reckless path, the United Church has equally dis-
missed the concerns of the overwhelming majority of the Canadian Jewish com-
munity. No mainstream Jewish organization, including Canadian Friends of Peace
Now, endorses Boycott. Even the leadership of the American left-wing group J-
Street has publicly condemned boycotts as counterproductive,” said David
Koschitzky, Chair of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs.

B’nai Brith Canada issued the following release on August 17: B’nai Brith
Canada characterized the anti-Israel slant of the 41st General Council as a serious
blow to Jewish-Christian Relations. 

Frank Dimant, CEO of B’nai Brith Canada, issued the following statement:
“The United Church of Canada has delivered a serious blow to Jewish-Christian

relationships in this country by what has transpired at the 41st General Council

Chai and Anajnu Veatem combine to wow audience after audience during
Folklorama
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September 6, 2012
7:00 pm • Berney Theatre
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Holy war in Judsiam, Christianity and Islam:
Past and present

On Thursday, September 6, 2012, the Jewish Federation’s Combined
Jewish Appeal, Community Relations and the Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs are hosting a special guest to Winnipeg: Dr. Jonathan
Fine. He will present a comparative analysis of Holy War in Judaism,
Christianity and Islam during a public lecture at 7:00 pm in the
Berney theatre of the Asper Jewish Community Campus. 

Dr. Jonathan Fine is the undergraduate advisor of both the interna-
tional program in Government, Diplomacy, and Strategy at the
Raphael Recanati International School and the Lauder Government
School at the IDC the Interdisciplinary Center in Herzlyia, Israel. He
is also a researcher at the ICT - The International Institute for Counter
Terrorism. Dr. Fine was recently appointed as the academic advisor to
the joint program between the IDC and the Maxwell Government
School at the University of Syracuse USA. He is a member of the
International Counter-Terrorism Academic Community and the The
International Center for Study of Radicalization and Political Violence
in Kings College, London. Dr. Fine is also a former advisor on arms
control and conflict resolution at the IDF strategic division planning
branch. He often lectures Elite IDF units and courses such as the IDF
air force pilot course, naval officer course, IDF Commando units, and
the IDF Tactical Command College.  

Dr. Fine received his PhD from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
and is a graduate of the Executive Course in Counter Terrorism at the
ICT, and the special program in Intelligence Services and International
Security sponsored by the University of Cartagena in Spain. In 2006
he was also ordained as Conservative Rabbi at the Solomon Schechter
School for Jewish Studies in Jerusalem.  He has a wide background in
History, Comparative Religion, Political Science and International
Relations, and specializes in comparative politics with special empha-
sis on the transition from secular agenda political violence to religious
agenda political violence, focusing on both global and regional per-
spectives, with special emphasis on Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
and their concept of Holy War. He is also an expert on the Middle East
and Israeli Studies, with special emphasis on US and EU policies in
the region, arms control, and the transition from colonial rule to inde-
pendence, focusing on government structures on a comparative
regional level.

Dr. Fine published in numerous academic journals such as the
Middle East Quarterly in Washington and Middle Eastern Studies in
London and has several chapters in books, both in Israel and abroad.
His first book dealt with the establishment of the Israeli governmental
system, and its English version, entitled The Israeli Governmental
System: the Establishment of a Sovereign State, 1947 – 1951, is forth-
coming at the State University of New York – SUNY Press. Another
book which is forthcoming in the Texas University Press at Austin is
titled: “Holy War in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam – a Comparative
Analysis: Past & Present”.

Dr. Fine has been a visiting Professor to both, academic and gov-
ernment agencies around the world on behalf of the IDC and the
Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in The US, Europe, Latin America,
The Russian Federation, and South Africa, where he was also inter-
viewed by the local media. Among other places, he has lectured at
Georgetown University Edmund A. Walsh School for Foreign Service
in Washington D.C., Chicago University Harris School of
Government, Minnesota University’s Hubert Humphrey Institute for
Public affairs, Layola University - Chicago, The Sam Nunn School for
International Affairs, Georgia, the Universities of Calgary, Carlton, and
Queens in Canada, the University of Leipzig in Germany, the
Universidad Pontifica Cartagena and Universidad Pontifica Comillas
in Spain, ITAM University in Mexico, and the universities of  Belgrano,
UADE, and Cordoba, in Argentina.   

Between the years 2009 – 2011 he lectured at the following
Government and Academic Canadian institutes on the Middle East,
Terrorism & Counter Terrorism: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Parliament,
Department of National Defense, Department of National Defense &
Research, Public Safety Canada, Privy Council Office (Prime Ministers
Advisors on The Middle East and Terrorism), Carlton University
(Ottawa), Queens University, Calgary University, and The Royal
Canadian Military Center (the Mackenzie Institute).   

We are delighted to host Dr. Fine for what will undoubtedly be a
remarkable community event.   

For more on Dr. Jonathan Fine, see page 5.



By BERNIE BELLAN
It began with an innocu-

ous conversation in early
July, when I was told that
former mayor Bill Norrie
had been admitted into
the Simkin Centre.

It always comes as a sur-
prise to learn that some-
one who, for any of us
who had the occasion to
meet that particular per-
son, or of whom one had
simply developed an
impression over the years,
had declined rapidly in
health.

At the same time, it
occurred to me that it was
a sign of the esteem in
which the Simkin Centre is
held by many non-Jews, as well as Jews, that
Norrie’s family had asked that he be placed in
the Simkin Centre.

As I’ve noted in previous editions though,
the question of how much the Simkin Centre
now comes under the purview of the WRHA
and Manitoba Health, along with the require-
ment that at least 20 percent of the beds there
be reserved for non-Jews are items that are
often discussed by members of our commu-
nity.

I was pondering this question for weeks
when I received a call on Friday, Aug. 10,
from one of our readers. In the course of con-
versation with this particular individual, I
learned that her husband had been in the
Health Sciences Centre for five weeks and
that he was very anxious to be admitted into
the Simkin Centre.

The problem, I was told, was that he could-
n’t be “paneled” yet. (By way of explanation,
“paneling” is a process through which an
individual is examined under a wide-ranging
set of criteria to determine whether that indi-
vidual is a suitable candidate for placement
in a Personal Care Home. If it is determined
that the individual should be admitted into a
PCH, then the individual, or the family of the
individual if the individual is not competent
to make a decision on his or her own – or a
guardian, as the case may be, is asked to tick
off three different PCH’s into which the indi-
vidual is willing to be placed. Normally an
individual is placed in the first PCH that is
available; later, if a spot opens up in a more
favoured PCH, that individual is allowed to
move.)

In this particular case, however, the prob-
lem seemed to be in having the individual
paneled. At the same time though, he was
occupying a precious bed in an acute care
hospital – something which we have been
made aware, from time to time, is an ongoing
problem within our health care system.

Thus, I was motivated to delve deeper into
this situation – both on the personal level
with respect to this particular individual, and
in the broader context of wait times for
admission into the Simkin Centre.

An examination of the information avail-
able to anyone wanting to investigate wait
times for admission into Personal Care
Homes in Manitoba is not easy.

On August 13, I sent the same e-mail to the
WRHA and Manitoba Health, asking what
were the average wait times for someone who
wanted to be admitted into the Simkin
Centre.

I received a very quick
response from Heidi
Graham, spokesperson
for the WRHA: “Wait
times to get into PCHs
vary from facility to facili-
ty depending on the
demand. Residents are
placed in a PCH accord-
ing to an assessment of
their needs, their pre-
ferred choice of PCH and
the date they were pan-
eled. PHIA prohibits me
from discussing any par-
ticular resident but I can
tell you that the current
wait time for placement
at Simkin is between 2
and 6 weeks.” (emphasis
mine).

I think that most individuals would agree
that doesn’t seem to be an overly long period
of time to have to wait. The key phrase in
Graham’s answer, however, is “the date they
were paneled”.

In a report entitled “Population Aging and
the Continuum of Older Adult care in
Manitoba” which was released by the
Manitoba Centre for Health Policy in
February, 2011, it was noted that “Within
Manitoba, a standardized tool is used to help
determine PCH eligibility. As a part of this
tool, all PCH applicants are evaluated on the
assistance they need to complete ADL tasks
(e.g., bathing and dressing, ambulation and
transfers, eating, elimination); on their need
for professional interventions (e.g., IV med-
ication, oxygen therapy); and on their behav-
iour management (e.g., extent of wandering,
disruptive behaviour). Based on scores in
each of these items, an algorithm is used to
assign people to one of four levels of care.
Unfortunately, only the assessment date and
assigned level of care (not the individual
item) is recorded electronically in Manitoba
(emphasis mine).

Further examination of the issue of wait
times for admission into a PCH reveals,
moreover, that there is a very long list of
Manitobans waiting to be admitted into a
PCH.

In June of this year, Liberal Leader Jon
Gerrard, made the following statement in the
Manitoba Legislature: “According to informa-
tion received by my office through the
Freedom of Information Act, which I will
table, there were 1,369 individuals awaiting
a personal care home placement as of March
31, 2012.” (emphasis mine).

Insofar as the situation in Winnipeg specifi-
cally is concerned, this past July the
Winnipeg Sun noted in an article that
“Manitoba Health reported 113 individuals
in hospital and another 409 in the communi-
ty were waiting for placement, as of July 11
to July 17. By July 24, the number waiting in
hospital fell to 100 and the community wait
list rose to 411, according to the Winnipeg
Regional Health Authority (WRHA).”

In a subsequent conversation with Heidi
Graham I was given the following informa-
tion: Currently there are 13 individuals who
have been paneled and that are now waiting
to be admitted into the Simkin Centre.
(emphasis mine).

In the community at large there are 112
patients in hospitals waiting to be paneled,

while a further 29 are not in hospitals, but are
waiting to be paneled.

According to Graham, normally someone
who wants to be paneled would have a
“caseworker” working on his or her case.

Further, she said, the target in hospitals is to
have patients paneled within 20 days from
the time that the formal recommendation to
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How long does it take to get into the Simkin Centre?

BILL NORRIE, former mayor of
Winnipeg, was admitted into the
Simkin Centre just prior to his
recent passing.

Continued on page 12. See “Simkin Centre”.



4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, August 22, 2012

As if I don’t get myself into enough trouble
with my candor and frequent irreverence in
reporting on issues that often touch a real
vein in our community – from time to time
I’m put in the awkward position of having to
decide whether I should avoid reporting on a
particular story altogether.

Usually that story has to do with a specific
individual or individuals, as the case may be,

who have found themselves to be the subject of a criminal investiga-
tion.

Our community is no different than any other in this respect,
although I think it fair to generalize that it is not often that we see a
local Jewish name charged in a criminal matter.

Thus it was with some trepidation that I learned of the troubles that
someone who is well known in these parts has now landed himself.

I speak of Nathan Jacobson, former Winnipegger – and one who was
not too long ago honoured at the Y Sports Dinner.

Without going into detail as to the charges leveled against Jacobson,
suffice to say that an arrest warrant has been issued for him by a
California judge in connection with an Internet pharmacy operation.
Further, in what is undoubtedly a related story, it was also reported
that an online clearing company in Israel operated by Jacobson sud-
denly ceased operations, leaving behind debts to the vendors and
companies it worked with.

Now, since I know Nathan somewhat, although not well (He is a
subscriber to the online edition of this paper, as are many other ex-
Winnipeggers.), as I noted, it’s awkward to report on a story that
involves someone who is well-known and, I would venture to say,
well thought of.

All the same – I’ve now broached the subject. Also, I was contacted
by a CBC reporter for information about Jacobson, but I told him there
was nothing more that I knew about the story beyond what I had read
online. That reporter asked me whether I was going to do a story about
Jacobson’s troubles, and I answered that I was unlikely to do that;
however, I admit that I might be well taken to task for demurring from
writing a story. A professionally run newspaper shouldn’t shy away
from delving into stories that might be embarrassing to members of
our Jewish community.

Still, other media have done a fairly adequate job of reporting on this
story and, since I have nothing more to add to what has already been
reported, the information that I have just given here will have to suf-
fice – for the time being. That may change in the future, however,
depending upon how this story evolves.

Speaking of awkward moments – the entire issue of the United
Church’s vote to
implement some sort
of boycott of products
emanating from the
West Bank is one that
has somehow
become a litmus test
for determining one’s
loyalty to Israel.

The fact is the story
itself has not occu-
pied much of a place
in the mainstream
media. (I have yet to
read anything in the
Free Press on this
story, for instance,
and the majority of
the news reports that I
have read are all ema-
nating from the same
source: Postmedia.)

There has, however,
been a flurry of criti-
cism of the United
Church from several
Jewish organizations,
including The Centre
for Israel and Jewish
Affairs; B’nai Brith;
and the Simon
Wiesenthal Centre. 

At the same time, as
noted in our story on
page 1, other Jewish

organizations, such as Canadian Friends of Peace Now and
Independent Jewish Voices, have either given support to the United
Church working paper or are on the fence.

Frankly the impact of any would-be boycott of products emanating
from the West Bank would be almost entirely symbolic. According to
an Associated Press report, “Settlement products account for less than
1 percent of Israel’s exports of some $50 billion a year, according to
the Manufacturers’ Association of Israel.

“Dead Sea cosmetics, high-end wines and dates are some of the
products produced in the West Bank. Many of the businesses employ
Palestinian laborers.”

Further, identifying exactly where products come from in Israel is
going to be difficult, as there may be some components produced in
the West Bank, such as electronic items, but the bulk of the produc-
tion process is in Israel proper.

I have to admit I was somewhat surprised at the tone of some of the
language used by spokespersons for Jewish organizations here in
attacking the United Church. Here, for instance, is how The Friends of
Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust Studies reacted to the United
Church resolution:

“I don’t know if church members truly understand how utterly offen-
sive and imbalanced this proposal is, or whether a latent anti-
Semitism within the church is slowly coming back to life,” said Avi
Benlolo, president and CEO, in a statement.

As I have written many times before, there are a great many Jews
who are also deeply troubled by Israel’s settlement policy. This has
nothing to do with continued Palestinian intransigence in negotia-
tions. Nor does it have anything to do with the United Church’s posi-
tion vis-à-vis Syria or Muslim treatment of women and minority reli-
gious groups.

Simply put, the continued expansion of settlements on the West
Bank is something that a great many Jews find deeply disturbing. It
wasn’t so long ago, after all, that both Ehud Olmert and Ehud Barak
were prepared to cede over 97 percent of the West Bank to a
Palestinian state. While there may have been land swaps as part of the
deal, implicit in the offers by both Barak and Olmert was the notion
that the West Bank does not belong to the State of Israel.

Has the discussion now become one where any suggestion that
Israeli settlements on the West Bank are illegal serves as a lightning
rod for determining whether one is pro or anti-Israel?

This reminds me of the shift in tone in the United States where now
no one dare raise the idea of gun control for fear of committing polit-
ical suicide. Are we at the same point within the established Jewish
community where we now have to join in lockstep with an Israeli gov-
ernment that clearly has no intention of slowing down the settlement
process?

By the way, what ever happened to the Arab-Jewish dialogue group
in this community? It seems that dialogue between groups that may
have differing views about Israel is something that is sorely lacking
these days – along with a muting of the diatribes issuing from some of
our Jewish organizations.

We never reported that representatives of CIJA had met with leading
figures in the Palestinian Authority, including President Mahmoud
Abbas, back in June. That was indeed an admirable move – and, in
light of CIJA’s angry reaction to the United Church resolution, some-
what surprising in retrospect.

According to the Canadian Jewish News, CIJA CEO Shimon Fogel
explained that “The rationale for us to meet with Palestinian leader-
ship… is to get a sense of what [the PA] is thinking at any given time
– what their perspective is. At a very basic level, the purpose of these
encounters was to update ourselves on the positions and concerns of
the Palestinians as they relate to Israel, and the potential for a return
to direct negotiations.”

Kudos to CIJA for attempting to serve as interlocutors in the peace
process (which seems to be non-existent at this moment). 

But, as one letter writer to the Jewish Tribune commented: ‘If CIJA
really wants to contribute to peace, rather than to the “peace process,”
its representatives should encourage everyone to cut all contact with
the PA until the PA stops all incitement against Israel and the Jewish
people… That CIJA willingly met with Abbas, one of the biggest pro-
moters of Jew-hatred in the world, is shocking. Is this where our UJA
money is going?’

Thus, as innocuous an event as CIJA’s meeting with the Palestinian
Authority provokes angry criticism from some in the Jewish commu-
nity. I wonder what that letter writer would say about the United
Church.

Can we all just tone down the rhetoric?
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By BERNIE BELLAN
Dr. Jonathan Fine, a graduate of the

Hebrew University of Jerusalem, will
bring an impressive list of credentials
with him when he comes to Winnipeg
the first week of September to deliver a
lecture here.

(See press release on page 2 for more
about his background).

Recently I had the opportunity to
speak with Dr. Fine over Skype. A fast
talker, with a scintillating wit, I asked
him to comment on a number of issues
that are currently front and centre in
the news, including the continuing
conflict in Syria, the Arab Spring,
Thomas Friedman and the NY Times
(the bête-noir of right-wing Jews everywhere), Palestinian terrorism,
Iran, Pakistan, and finally, Winnipeg.

I began the interview by asking him what will be the main subject
of the talk that he is going to deliver here.

“I’m going to talk a lot about the Arab Spring,” he said, “what peo-
ple thought it might be and what it’s become.”

As far as the situation in Syria is concerned, Dr. Fine was caustic in
his criticism of the great indifference that most of the world had shown
to the “onslaught” that has been occurring there.

“I don’t see any demonstrations on campuses – where is the left on
this?” he said.

“I’m talking about certain groups that are only too glad to come
down on Israel on what I’d say were ‘much less worse’ occasions.”

I suggested to Fine that observers like Thomas Friedman of the NY
Times have noted that upheavals in the Arab world, especially that tak-
ing place in Syria, have taken pressure off Israel to deal with the
Palestinians.

“Why doesn’t Tom Friedman, for once in his life, leave us alone, and
concentrate on what is happening in Syria?” Fine asked. “Friedman
was walking around Tahrir Square in Cairo talking about Thomas
Jefferson coming to Egypt…I don’t see Thomas Jefferson coming down
the streets of Cairo, nor do I see him in Damascus.”

“Don’t get me wrong. Friedman is a great journalist, but this time he
was totally, totally wrong,” Fine asserted.

“The major mistake that Friedman and so many others made was in
comparing what was going on in the Arab world with what happened
in Eastern Europe,” he said.

“Again, taking the Israeli angle, we should be concerned that the
international community isn’t doing anything about what’s going on in
Syria,” Fine observed.

“The truth is the Israel-Palestinian issue was never the major issue”
that it has been made out to be, Fine argued. “There are other much

more serious
issues” in the
world today, he
said. “Look at
A f g h a n i s t a n ,
look at Iran’s
d e v e l o p i n g
n u c l e a r
weapons.”

I asked Fine
about countert-
errorism, an
area in which
he is an expert.
“There’s been a
lull in terrorist
activity, espe-
cially on the
West Bank,” I
s u g g e s t e d .
“Why do you
think that is?” I
asked him.

“It’s obvious
that the fence,
which was
completed in
2002, has
negated terrorist
attempts,” Fine
answered. In
addition, he
noted, the plan-
ners behind the suicide bombings “have all been eliminated by the
IDF.”

The Palestinian Authority, as well, he said, saw that “there was no
use” in continuing to employ a strategy of suicide bombing.

It doesn’t mean that we won’t necessarily see a return of suicide
bombing, Fine warned. The major danger though, comes from Hamas
which, he noted, is very popular on the West Bank, especially in the
Hebron area. Fine suggested that no one knows who will succeed
Mahmoud Abbas as head of the Palestinian Authority. He predicted
that Hamas will take over if there is ever another election.

As far as Hamas’s use of suicide bombers is concerned, Fine said
that “the only reason that none of them are using suicide bombers
now is because they can’t. Gaza is surrounded. That’s why they went
to the missiles.”

Fine contrasted the types of terror organizations that exist in the
Middle East today with ones with which we may have been familiar in
the past, such as the FLQ here in Canada, and the Baader Meinhof
Gang in West Germany. 

“Can you imagine the FLQ with 45,000 missiles in its possession?”
he asked.

As far as Iran was concerned and whether Israel is likely to attack
Iran in the next two-three months, Fine was equivocal, saying that he’s
asked that question repeatedly.

“I’m not BB and I’m definitely not his wife,” Fine said.
“There’s a lot of smoke going on here and nobody knows what the

hell is going on.”
Israel though, has been emphatic in its policy of “not letting any

Arab country have the bomb,” Fine declared.
“But, what about Pakistan?” I asked him.
Fine agreed that Pakistan is a “nightmare…150 million people

ripped apart “– basically in the midst of a civil war, he suggested. “But
no one would give a damn about that if it weren’t for the fact they
have 165 nuclear weapons,” Fine said.

“I totally agree with you that Pakistan is a much more serious issue
than Iran, Israel, the Palestinians, the whole area put together,” he
warned.

“But it certainly doesn’t occupy the world’s attention the way the
Iran threat does,” I pointed out.

“The thing is – what are you going to do?” Fine answered. “They’ve
got the bomb already.”

“We just don’t want Iran to follow in their footsteps.”
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Interview with Israeli counterterrorism expert Jonathan Fine

Dr. JONATHAN FINE
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Thank you
Hi Bernie,
I enjoyed reading your published article (about new ways to invest

in Israel) and wanted to thank you for your effort.
Best Regards,

Ken Finkelstein
President
SITKA Management

Thanks for helping out
Hi Bernie,
I really appreciate what you did for Breeck and all our family.

Breeck was able to go to the Maccabi Games and he had an oppor-
tunity to compete and bring to the Winnipeg team 7 medals. My
husband and I are so proud of him. 

On Friday somebody phoned me from the Rady JCC. She said that
Breeck will receive a scholarship. That will cover some of our
expenses for the Maccabi games. She also said that they want to do
something for Breeck and his oldest brother Artur, who is also a
competitive swimmer and broke the Senior 50 Free Provincial
Record. This record was held for 27 years. Artur is also the first per-
son to break a provincial record with a time under 23.00. She said
that somebody will contact us and discuss how they can help my
boys to swim better.

Also the coach of Team Canada contacted Artur asking him if he
and Breeck thought about going to the Maccabiah Games in Israel
next summer. 

I'd like to thank you for your care and help .
Sveta Kroitor
(For more on Breeck Kroitor, turn to page 13.)

Correction
In our Aug. 8 issue we incorrectly reported a name in our article

on the Winnipeg Beach Synagogue’s new honour roll. The correct
name should have been Aaron Goldman. We apologize for the
error.
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Myron Love

Gordon Love and Bernie Lofchick continue
to show that what is sometimes referred to as
“old age’ is just a number. This coming week-
end, Lofchick, the 80-year-old president of
Midland Appliance, and Love, the 79-year-old
financial adviser, former Red River College
math teacher and former glove manufacturer,
will be participating in their 9th and 11th
(respectively) “Biking to the Viking” bicycle
marathon for Multiple Sclerosis.

The annual RONA MS Bike Tour takes place every year over the last
weekend in August. Between 700 and 750 participants are registered
this year for the in the 160 km run from Stonewall to Gimli and
back.  Last year, the ride raised just over $450,000 for MS research.

“I feel pretty good right now,” says Love.  “I have been doing a lot of
work on my stationary bike and doing longer rides in recent weeks in
preparation. I don’t anticipate any problems.” 

Love notes that the ride is not a race but rather an endurance run.
He says that he usually completes the route in four to five hours.

He notes that he began participating in the ride because MS was-
n’t as high profile as some of the other diseases and therefore was not
attracting as many research dollars.   He estimates that he has raised
over $10,000 over the years for MS research.

“My goal was to ride for ten years,” he says. “Now, I am thinking of
continuing 

for at least two more years - to his “bar-mitzvah” year.”
Lofchick began riding in the “Biking to the Viking” because his

daughter, Myra, is afflicted with the disease. “I am riding because I
want researchers to find a cure for MS,” he says.  

Lofchick notes that he is not doing the ride by himself though. He is
a part of the Midland Appliance team.   “Since 2003, our team –
Midland in Motion - has raised over $600,000 for Multiple Sclerosis
research,” he says.

“We have many long-time employees at Midland Appliance who
share our philosophy about giving back to the community that has
supported us over the years.  We raise money for a large number of
community organizations,” he says.  We participate in rides, runs and
walks for charitable causes and also have special sales where a per-
centage of the sales goes toward a charity.”

To contribute, contact the MS Society of Canada- Manitoba
Division.

* * *
In two weeks time – on Saturday, September 8 – Sid Chapnick and

400 or so other participants wearing their most colourful butt cover -
pajamas, boxer shorts or bathing suits - will be running (or walking)
the 3km or 5km fifth annual Kick Butt event at Kildonan Park to raise
money for colorectal cancer research.

Chapnick co-founded the annual event after his own bout with col-
orectal cancer. As usual, there will be gift baskets for participants and
a silent auction accompanying the walk/run.

“What makes the 3k or 5k event fun is the huge silent auction, hot
delicious food and especially the colorful and creative costumes,”
Chapnick says. “Prizes are given for the best butt covers.

“This helps to promote awareness of the disease and to decrease the
stigma about cancers below the belt,” he said.

This year the proceeds from the event will go to the CancerCare
Manitoba Association. The funds will support people and their fami-
lies living with colorectal cancer and help educate the public about
the disease.

For further information on the run, visit www.kickbuttrun.com or
call (204) 918-6926.

* * *
Last May, Shelley

Hirsch, Eleni Wener,
Lesly Katz and
Tannis Jury went to
Israel to participate
in Israel’s first ever
Dragon Boat
Festival.   Come
September 7-
9,     Hirsch, Wener
and several other
members of our
Jewish community
will be putting their
backs into rowing
for CancerCare
Manitoba’s annual
Dragon Boat Festival
in support of the
C a n c e r C a r e

Manitoba Foundation and the Children’s Hospital Foundation of
Manitoba.

Shelley Hirsch and Eleni Wener are members of one of two Serratus
on the Water teams, both of which are being powered by a number of
Jewish paddlers.   Among the other team members are Debra and
Norm Mayer, Lisa Fainstein and Jonathan Werier, Allan Finkleman,
David Greaves,  Dama Slutchuk, Arnie Usiskin, Cathy Moser and Jeff
Itzkow, Sharon Goszer-Tritt and Steven Tritt, Harriet and Alex Zimmer,
Leanne Zimmer, Esther and Rick Penner, Rochelle Rubinstein, David
Thompson, Kylie Bernstein, Audrey Book, Debby Brown, Hennie
Corrin, and Ivan Master. The Serratus team members are mainly com-
posed of members of Serratus Personal Training, a fitness facility that
is located in the Corydon Village Mall near the popular Bernstein’s
Deli. The facility owner, Corwin Materuk, is the team captain. He has
supported us both in both fundraising and getting ourselves physical-
ly fit for the paddles and dragon boat race.

“Over the past five years, we (Serratus clients) have been challeng-
ing ourselves in a number of fundraisers,” says Cathy Moser.   “This
past June, for example, our team raised more than $25,000 for cancer
research and diagnostic equipment at the annual 20K Challenge for
Life Walk.  For most of us, this will be our first Dragon Boat Festival.
We are especially gratified by the fact that the funds we raise are going
to help make the lives of children with cancer a little bit better. Moser
reports that the two Serratus teams are hoping to raise $10,000
between them.

Jewish community members raising money for medical research 

Members of the Seratus Dragon Boat team.

SID CHAPNICK. Photo courtesy Barry
Streimer/Bear Creek Gallery.
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SPEAKERS: Dr. David Hocking; Dr. Rob Lindsted; 
Dr. Steve Herzig; Meno Kalisher (Jerusalem); 

Dr. H.H.Barber; Dr. Jacob Prasch

THEME: “2012: Is the End of All Things at Hand?”

ALL WELCOME:  NO REGISTRATION.
Free Will Offerings.  Tax Receipts issued

For Information call: (204) 888-7270; 
(204) 853-7786 or (204) 832-4627

VISIT WEBSITE @  www.wpgpc.org

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Florida woman sues El Al for gender discrimination
(JTA) – A Florida woman reportedly is suing El Al for gender dis-

crimination after she was forced to change seats to accommodate a
haredi Orthodox man. 

Debra Ryder charged that a flight steward moved her to a seat in
the back without her prior consent, Israeli media reported. The hare-
di Orthodox man had refused to sit next to her and then moved into
her aisle seat. 

Ryder reportedly filed a lawsuit on Aug. 9 seeking some $12,500
in compensation, including for distress. She had obtained an aisle
seat for medical reasons, she told Israel Army Radio. 

Ryder’s attorney, Orly Erez-Likhovsky of the Israel Religious Action
Center, also has sent a letter to El Al demanding that it set and dis-
tribute specific instructions to employees on how to act when con-
fronted with such cases, Globes reported. 

GORDON LOVE
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Report from Israel
By ALAN LEVY

Although I love Israel dearly, the lack of customer service in this
country can drive efficiency obsessed North Americans out of their
minds. I am now getting ready to return to Winnipeg after spending
my summer here teaching at Tel Aviv University.

Let me give you a few examples: 
I need some boxes to pack stuff. Trying to find boxes in stores in

Tel Aviv is like pulling teeth out of an elephant. 
I go into an Office Depot. In Hebrew the conversations goes like

this: “Excuse me, would you have any empty boxes?”
Answer:: “No - why did you come into the store to steal my

boxes?” 
Question: “Aren’t you going to throw them out anyway?”
Answer: “Maybe - but why should I give you, a stranger, my

boxes?”
Question: “So you do have boxes?”
Answer: “Are you an idiot - how do you think everything got into

the store?”
I reply: “It came in a box.” 
To which, I’m told: “I throw my boxes in the trash.”
I ask: “May I throw them in the trash for you?”
Answer: “Oh, so this is the way you’ll steal my boxes?”
I say: “You just told me you’re throwing them in the trash.”

Response: “OK, 6 shekels a box.”
I say: “But they’re going into the trash.”
The same thing must have happened over a dozen times. Who has

the energy to live in a society where you have to argue over getting
an old, empty box?

My second example has to do with my bank. I opened an account
and wanted an Israeli Visa card. Thirteen visits in 47 degree (C) heat
and 30 days later - no Visa card. It took about three hours and three
visits just to open the account. Then, I was told: “Your account is
open, but please don’t put any money into the account.”

“But that was the purpose of opening the account,” I replied -“to
put money into the account.”

“We’re not ready for that,” comes the answer.
I have money from TD transferred a week later that I am told by

TD it should take a day to be in my account. In Israel it takes ten
days. 

Then there’s my employer. I‘ve been here for the summer, I have
not received one pay check! Why? “The payroll head is on vaca-
tion,” I’m told. 

“So,” I ask, “does that means people don’t get paid?”
“That’s right,” comes the answer. “Only he can start new people.”
“And how long is he on vacation,”, I ask.
“The summer,” I’m told! 

The many tax drivers who attempted to short change me and
inflate their prices were a daily occurrence. I was lucky if they knew
where I wanted to go. Half the time I had to find the location on my
smart phone GPS and give them directions. 

The grad course is in an international program. Classes are in
English and there are many students from Canada, the US and
Europe. They all complain about theft. Their bikes being stolen and
their apartments being broken into are endless problems. As well, a
big issue at one of the prominent universities here currently is of
male professors sexually harassing their female students. 

We Jews have difficulty understanding boundaries. As a stranger I
started to talk to in shul in Winnipeg once asked me: “Where do you
live? What kind of car do you drive?” Another asked me: “Are you
somebody or someone I shouldn’t waste my time talking to?”

In Israel this is taken to a whole new level. Any major interaction
in business requires an introduction by someone the person you
wish to meet knows. You are a zadie by the time you meet the per-
son you wanted to meet. 

But as frustrating and inefficient as Israeli organizations are, noth-
ing compares to the frustration in dealing with Air Canada or the
Manitoba Health Care System. I was sick while in Israel I received
great care from the caring staff - not the discourteous care after wait-
ing many hours one would get in Winnipeg, or  the many days one
could expect to wait to see a specialist. 

I would say “If you’re really sick, it’s worth the trip to Israel.”  The
elderly are treated with care and respect as part of traditional Jewish
values.  

WE all need to go and visit Israel. It’s a wonderful place to visit…
to live there one needs to be young and have lots of patience! 

Growing up Jewish on the Prairies
Only two generations ago, Jews lived in virtually every small town

from Emerson to Flin Flon and The Pas in Manitoba and throughout
Saskatchewan. Jews often ran general stores and worked at other jobs as
well. In addition, quite a few Jews farmed, not only in farm colonies like
Bender, Manitoba and Edenbridge, Saskatchewan, but also as indepen-
dent small farmers in places like Stonewall, Birds Hill and Ste Anne,
Manitoba.

Those of us who have lived our entire lives in cities may find it hard to
imagine what life was like living without Jewish neighbours, Jewish
schools, and Jewish institutions such as the “Y” or summer camps. We
celebrate our holidays at our network of synagogues and, at the end of
our days, we are laid to rest at Jewish cemeteries.

What was it like to grow up as the only Jewish family in town or one
of very few Jewish families? How did rural Jews stay Jewish? What did
they do during the High Holidays?  How did they prepare for their bar
mitzvahs or did they have a bar mitzvah at all? Did they have any
friends? Did antisemitism affect them? 

Learn the answers to these and many other questions at the Third
Biennial Switzer-Cooperstock Lecture where Chana Thau will discuss
Growing up Jewish on the Prairies: Rural Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

Chana Thau was born and raised in Winnipeg. In recent years, she has
taught classes on writing life histories and has helped several
Winnipeggers prepare their memoirs for publication. She has been a
member of the International Association of Personal Historians and
attended their conferences. She has also written columns in the Jewish
Post and News describing the experiences of Jewish immigrants from
Argentina and the former Soviet Union.

This presentation is the product of an oral history project done in con-
junction with the Jewish Heritage Centre, in which Thau did in-depth
interviews with over thirty Jews who grew up in small towns and on
farms in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. The talk will be enhanced with
voice clips from the interviews and photographs of the interviewees and
their families.  

This event will be the third Switzer-Cooperstock Prize Lecture.
Created by the Switzer family in honour of their parents, Louis Switzer
and Rose Cooperstock, the prize is awarded biennially for the best essay
on Jewish history in Western Canada. The first prize, in 2008, went to
Professor Theodore Friedgut of Hebrew University, originally from
Regina, for his work on the Lipton farm colony, and the second prize, in
2010, went to Professor Lynne Marks of the University of Victoria for her
work on Jewish identity in early 20th century British Columbia.  

Thau’s lecture will take place on Tuesday, September 11, at 7:00 p,m.
in the Berney Theatre on the Asper Campus. All are invited.
Refreshments will be served. Admission is free.  



Elan Levine is a 19-year old student who is
now in Israel. Elan has a particularly interest-
ing background, having grown up on a farm
near East Selkirk. (Interestingly, Elan’s grand-
father, Yude Henteleff, also grew up on a farm
in what is now part of St. Vital.)

Recently Elan contacted us to see whether
we’d be interested in carrying articles about
his experiences in Israel.

Following is the
first of his entries:

By ELAN LEVINE 
I Was born in

November, 1993, in
East Selkirk,
Manitoba. I was raised out of the city, on
farmland with my parents and older broth-
er.

I went to Margret Park Elementary until
completing Grade Six, and attended H.C.
Avery Middle School until Grade Eight. 

After graduating as an Honour Roll
Student from Garden City Collegiate, my
father told me he had heard about a pro-
gram called Marva, which allows partici-
pants to receive basic training in the Israeli
Army, and history lectures of past military
conflicts, in English. 

With my father having been in the Israeli
military before he came to Canada, I was
instantly interested, and signed up for the
program; however, the program doesn’t
start until October. We pondered a few
options, and then he recommended that Ï
spend some time on a kibbutz until Marva
begins. I thought that would be amazing, so
we contacted the kibbutz office, and the
rest is history.

First entry:
Friday, August 10

Last week began my work at the Ein Gev
kibbutz. Located in the north of Israel, this
kibbutz sits on the eastern shore of the Sea
of Galilee, surrounded by rocky hills and
jagged valleys. 

The temperature has broken thirty degrees
for the past two weeks here, and it may very
well reach the low fourties. Having lived in
Winnipeg for the majority of my life, (I just
graduated from Garden City Collegiate in
June.), this was a change of pace, to say the

least. 

When I arrived
here on Saturday,
I was assigned to
work at Susita
Beach, a camp-
ing destination
with fine pebbles
coating the
shore, rather than
sand. 

My work would
be to rake the
two miles of
coast, to keep it
clean and com-
posed. 

After getting my
assignment, I
received a key to
the room I’d be
sleeping in for
the next two
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Israel diary

Happy New Year from your friends at

STORE HOURS
Mon.-Sat. 8 am-9 pm
Sunday  noon-6 pm

1650 MAIN STREET

MAIN STREET

My kibbutz journal

months, and a roommate - a 19-year-old
rower from Germany, who works in the fruit
groves. 

After we were introduced, I met some other
volunteers on the kibbutz. 

I was slightly surprised by the incredible
diversity. While I’m the only Canadian volun-
teer, volunteers from England, South Africa,
Turkey, Holland, and Poland amongst other
places fill the rest of the ranks. 

My room is simple and cozy, with enough
room for the two beds, a cupboard, and a
fridge, with a single window on the wall
opposite the door. Air conditioned, too -
thank goodness! 

After receiving my assignment and key, I
was given Sunday off to get my bearings.
Sunday morning I wandered the kibbutz, and
explored the sights. 

There’s a grocery market, a post office, a
dining hall, and a social hub covered in
colourful graffiti simply titled ‘the clubhouse.’
It’s this spot where the volunteers spend a lot
of their downtime - sitting, watching the
Olympics, and exchanging stories. 

After my free day, work began in earnest. I
woke up at five to shower and eat breakfast,
and then walked to the beach for six. Then, I
worked. Raking, cleaning the shop, and more
raking. 

After three hours, I was offered some ice
water and a popsicle. It was pineapple
flavoured! Then I resumed work, and contin-
ued until two, when I was dismissed. 

After walking back to the kibbutz, I went
back to the porch area outside my room. In
exhaustion, I just sat in a plastic chair for an
hour, eating an apple. In retrospect, It was
most likely just an average, run of the mill
Granny Smith, but I swear, it was the BEST
apple I have ever had. 

After my victory apple, I wobbled to my
room, and slept better than I had in ages.
After finishing work the next day, I received a
call from my father back in Winnipeg, where
it was 1:30 in the morning. He was born in
Israel, and was a combat engineer in the IDF
for three years. 

He recalled how he met my mother, who
had been on a kibbutz herself when they met.
He also mentioned how her father, Yude
Henteleff, had been on a kibbutz himself for
several years, as well.

He told me I was continuing a tradition in
the family, and I felt proud. In the coming
months, I plan to carry on that tradition, and
maybe to have some fun along the way.

(In our next issue, Elan will explain how his
parents met on a kibbutz.)

The beach at Kibbutz En Gev -  note how clean it is! Elan’s job is to
keep two miles of the beach “clean and composed.”

By

ELAN LEVINE

Happy Rosh Hashanah



From the Canadian Bar
Association

VANCOUVER – Madam
Justice Freda Steel of the
Manitoba Court of Appeal
has been named winner of
the Canadian Bar
Association’s (CBA) 2012
Cecilia I. Johnstone Award in
recognition of her outstand-
ing work for the advancement
of women in the legal profes-
sion.

Described as “an excellent
role model for women
lawyers and women consid-
ering a legal career,” Madam
Justice Steel’s work with and
for women has been remark-
able and longstanding.

“There is no doubt that she
has influenced other women
to pursue legal careers, sup-
ported other women in career advancement,
and opened doors for women lawyers in job
settings that were historically closed to
them,” says Jennifer Goldenberg, co-chair of
the Women Lawyers Forum in Manitoba, and
one of Madam Justice Steel’s nominators for
the award.

A strong advocate on issues relevant to
women in law – including gender equality –
Madam Justice Steel’s influence extends to
the judiciary where she has also contributed
to the advancement of women. 

Appointed to the Court of Queen’s Bench
in 1995 and to the Manitoba Court of Appeal
in 2000, Madam Justice Steel is very actively
involved in legal education and social
action.  

Since her appointment, she has spoken to
law students on
issues of gender
equality in the
legal profession,
to police offi-
cers on the issue
of domestic vio-
lence, and has
presented at a
workshop on
women and the
law in the
S l o v a k
Republic.

She is current-
ly a member of
the Board of
Directors of the
C a n a d i a n
Chapter of the
In t e rna t iona l
Association of
Women Judges,
which unites
women judges
from diverse
legal - judicia l
systems who
share a commit-
ment to equal
justice and rule
of law.

In 2009-2010,
Madam Justice
Steel was the
judicial co-chair

of the Women Lawyers
Forum (WLF) of the
Manitoba Bar
Association.  “Her
efforts have greatly
enhanced the WLF’s
activities, and provid-
ed meaningful support
to women lawyers in
Manitoba,” adds
Jennifer Goldenberg.

Committed to life-
long learning, Madam
Justice Steel received
her LLB from the
University of
Manitoba Law School
in 1975 and her
Master of Laws from
Harvard Law School
in 1978.  She taught
law at the University
of Ottawa and

University of Manitoba between 1978 and
1995. 

“Madam Justice Steel has broken the glass
ceiling and inspires women to consider their
options and opportunities in the legal profes-
sion,” says Jennifer Goldenberg.

The Cecilia I. Johnstone Award was estab-
lished in 2007 to recognize women who
have achieved professional excellence in
their field and influenced other women to
pursue legal careers, supported other women
in career advancement, or opened doors for
women lawyers. It is named to honour
Cecilia Johnstone, an outstanding lawyer,
judge, and CBA President who passed away
in 2006.

Madam Justice Freda Steel wins CBA’s Cecilia Johnstone
Award for advancement of women in the legal profession
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Contact Dale Yuel
our Director of Catering

at 694-2837
dale@thegatesonroblin.com

for more details.
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Please place orders by Sept. 10
PHONE: 488-4552

ROASTED TURKEYS
ROASTED CHICKENS
COOKED BRISKETS

SWEET & SOUR MEATBALLS
CHICKEN SOUP
GEFILTE FISH

KASHA & SHELLS

Happy New Year to all
Our Customers

SALADS
COLESLAW

POTATO SALAD
CAESAR / GREEK /

ORANGE ALMOND SALADS

CORYDON VILLAGE MALL
#1-1700 CORYDON AVE.

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R3N 0K1

BUTTERMILK KUGEL
SWEET KUGEL
POTATO KUGEL

MUSHROOM ONION KUGEL
CHOPPED LIVER

CHOPPED HERRING
HERRING TID BITS

KNISHES (MEAT, CHEESE,
POTATO, KASHA)

FRESHLY MADE
EGG SALAD

TUNA SALAD
SALMON SALAD

Community news

MADAM JUSTICE FREDA STEEL

Happy 
Rosh Hashanah



“Rosh Hashanah: Day of Judgement”
Monday, September 17 at 10 p.m. ET/7 p.m. PT
Canadian radio and television personality Ralph Benmurgi hosts this

documentary investigating the symbolic meaning of the many customs
and traditions associated with Rosh Hashanah, such as the blowing of
the ram’s horn, or shofar.

The documentary was created by Winnipegger Barry Lank, who
worked with Rabbi Laurence Pinsker on its production. Back in 2009,
Myron Love wrote that I pitched the idea to Vision TV and they liked
it,” Lank says. “We are working on the script and different scenarios.”

“Barry and I have been talking about working together on something
like this ever since I came to Winnipeg five years ago,” Pinsker says.

“We want to get
beyond the usual
clichés.”

Lank talks about
the symbols and
metaphors behind
Rosh Hashanah
observances that
many people are
most likely unaware
of. “We Jews, for
example, look at
New Year differently
from the rest of the

world,” he observed.
“We see New Year as an
opportunity to contem-
plate how we can
improve ourselves.”

Other progams to be
telecast Rosh Hashanah
week include:

“To Forgive…Divine” – Monday, September 10 at 10 p.m. ET/7 p.m.
PT.

“Sophie’s Choice” Part one – Tuesday, September 18 at midnight
ET/9 p.m. PT. Part two – Wednesday, September 19 a midnight ET/9
p.m. PT.

“Lies My Father Told Me” Monday, September 17 at midnight ET/9
p.m. PT. Tuesday, September 18 at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT.

10 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, August 22, 2012

Television

����������	��	�
���������������	�
������
�����	���

������������
�������������	�������	
�
�	
���


������������ ���� ���� ������	����	 ���	
�	�	
�	

������������ ��	
	
 ��
����
���� 		������

������
����
 ����	����	 �������	�����	

��
���
��� ����	�����	��� �������	�����	 ������ ���	���	�	���	

���	���	 

�������� �����	���	�������������� ������ ���������� �����	���	

������������������

������ �!"#��$%%&�%'&(')�"�*�#�	(+*(,!('�-��./0.1

��##�%'�)*%+�����*�*2(�3(�*'(�*%�32(3��%"*�*2(�
)(#(3*�%�)����%"'�&�)+#�4�3%%#('5

���	�����	��

�	
����
�����������
��
����
������
�����

��	
�
�	
���

	
��������
�

 

Gabor and the Staff at A Flower Affair 

wish all our friends and customers a 

Happy and Healthy New Year 

 
www.afloweraffair.net 

Vision TV to repeat documentary shot in Winnipeg

BARRY LANK
Shot documentary in

2009

Mayim Bialik nearly loses thumb in car accident
(JTA) – Actress Mayim Bialik seriously

injured her hand in a car accident in Los
Angeles.

A car filled with tourists crashed into
Bialik's car on Wednesday in Los Angeles
on Hollywood Boulevard, TMZ reported.

Bialik, 36, who stars in the "Big Bang
Theory" and was a child star in "Blossom,"
nearly lost her left thumb in the accident,
according to TMZ, which reported that the
digit was almost completely severed.

Hours after the accident, Bialik tweeted
that she was "In pain but will keep all my
fingers." She added, however, that her hus-
band was typing for her.

In addition being
an actress, Bialik is
a neuroscientist
and writes about
Jewish parenting.

MAYIM BIALIK

Rabbi LAURENCE PINSKER 
worked with Lank on the documentary
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If you are a person
that often feels
stressed for time
come holiday sea-
son, then preparing
in advance is the
way to go. Give
yourself the time
now to create some

meals and desserts for the holidays and freeze
them. For example, I like to make my own
challa in advance. I have done this making
several loaves: letting the dough first rise,
punching it down, braiding and then freezing
the loaf. I defrost the loaf the night before in
the fridge. In the morning I take it out and
place it on a greased pan, covering it lightly
with saran wrap and letting it rise for 5 hours.
A brush with egg yolk and a sprinkling on top
of my favourite seeds and I’m good to go.
Note that it is customary for the challa on
Rosh Hashana to be round- which symbol-
izes-among several things- the continuity of
life, a theme especially important as we begin
to look forward to the year ahead. 

For desserts, here is a list of appetizing,
non-dairy treats that are sure to be a hit with
any meal. There are more and more people
today that are looking for sugar free, and
gluten free choices. I hope you enjoy them as
much as my family and I do! Figure out how
much time you have to prepare and choose
your dessert type accordingly. Enjoy!

* * *
APPLE PIE

This apple pie was a prize winner last year
Double Crust 
2 cups flour
1 tsp salt
2/3 cold butter cubed
1/2 to 3/4 ice water

Whisk together flour and salt in a large
bowl. Cut in butter with pastry cutter or two
knives until it resembles a coarse crumble
with a few larger bits of fat in it. Add water 1
tbsp at a time using fork to incorporate until
ragged dough forms (between 8 to 12 tbsp).
Divide in half wrap in plastic. Let dough rest
in the fridge at least 30 minutes. Roll on a
lightly floured surface.
Filling 
6 large northern spy apples, peeled, cored
and sliced about 1/4 inch thick
3/4 cup sugar
2 tbsp cornstarch
1 tsp cinnamon
Pinch nutmeg and salt
2 tbsp butter softened

Combine apples, sugar, cornstarch, cinna-
mon and nutmeg and salt in a large bowl.
Roll out pastry on floured surface and place
in bottom of 9 inch plate. Add filling and dot
with butter. Roll out top dough and place
over filling. Trim edge and use fork or fingers
to seal edges. Poke several vents on top. Bake
in bottom third of the oven at 450 for 10 min-
utes, reduce heat to 350 and bake for 50
minutes until bottom is cooked, crust is
brown and filling bubbly.

Makes 8 servings.
Can be frozen.

* * *
FRANCINE’S CHALLA

4 small loaves round shaped
2 1/2 tsp yeast 
1 tsp sugar
Proof yeast with 1 cup warm water
6 cups flour
2 tsp salt
2 eggs 
1/2 cup oil

1/2 cup sugar
1 cup warm water

In a large processor or mixer with dough
knead hook. Place all the ingredients in the
processor and mix until nice soft ball form.
Place the dough in a lightly greased bowl and
cover with loose towel. Let rise for 1 -1/2
hours. Punch done and let rise for 45 min-
utes. At this point punch down again and
shape into round loaves. Separate the dough
into 4 pieces. Roll each piece into a long
rope and coil. At this point it can be frozen.
If not let the round challa rise on greased pan
for 20 minutes. Brush with egg yolk and
sprinkle with seeds. Bake at 350 until nice
and browned around 30 minutes.

* * *
CHOCOLATE VOLCANO CAKES

8 ounces bittersweet chocolate, chopped fine
2 ounces unsweetened chocolate, chopped
fine 
10 tbsp unsalted butter, cut into 1/2 inch
pieces
1-1/2 cups sugar
2 tbsp cornstarch
3 eggs plus 4 large yolks, room temperature

Adjust the oven rack to upper middle posi-
tion and heat oven to 375. Lightly coat eight
4 ounce ramekins with butter dusting them
with sugar, tapping out the excess. Set aside.
Melt bittersweet and unsweetened choco-
lates and 10 tbsp butter in a medium bowl set
over medium. Saucepan of simmering water,
stirring occasionally, until chocolate mixture
is smooth.

In a large bowl whisk 1-1/2 cups sugar and
cornstarch together. Add melted chocolate
mixture and stir to combine. Add eggs, yolks
and whisk until fully combined. Scoop 1/2
cup of prepared batter into each ramekin.

Place filled ramekins on a rimmed baking
sheet and bake until tops of cake are set, have
formed shiny crusts and are beginning to
crack. Bake 16 to 20 minutes.

Transfer ramekins to wire rack and let cool
about 2 minutes. Run paring knife around
each cake. Protect hands and invert each on
its own plate. Then immediately invert right
side up. Decorate with icing sugar and serve
with coffee ice cream. Serve immediately.
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Getting ready for Rosh Hashanah

Celebrating the upcoming High Holidays with delicious desserts 

O R  H A I RF O R  H A I R

By

FRANCINE TELLER

Happy Rosh Hashanah



meeting. We are saddened that wiser
heads could not prevail. We are plan-
ning several meetings across the coun-
try with Christian denominations in

order to counter the biased final results of the Council’s deliberations.”

Fighting between
Jewish groups over
the United Church

resolution
Other Jewish

groups were sup-
portive of the United
Church call for a
b o y c o t t .
Independent Jewish
Voices spokesperson
Sid Shniad said that
“Independent Jewish
Voices Canada (IJV)
is commending the
United Church of
Canada for adopting
a report calling for
the boycott of illegal
Israeli settlements in
the West Bank and
East Jerusalem.

“By adopting this
historic resolution,
the United Church
of Canada joins a
growing movement
of churches, trade
unions, and other
organizations in
Canada and around
the world that are

boycotting Israel’s illegal, (sic.)”. “It is not anti-Semitic to criticize
Israel. Given the state’s ongoing illegal activities it is a moral impera-
tive. We are very encouraged that the United Church has recognized
the difference and we look forward to working with the church to
move this important human rights work forward.”

IJV spokesperson Rabbi David Mivasair echoed Shniad’s remarks,
explaining that “IJV is grateful to the United Church for undertaking
this careful and principled review, and we endorse its thoughtful rec-
ommendations for ethical action to support justice for both
Palestinians and Israelis.”

Earlier in the week, CIJA engaged in a heated exchange with
Canadian Friends of Peace Now over the United Church resolution.

CFPN stated that ‘CIJA outrageously distorts the UC’s position when
it claims that the Church has “chosen to explicitly ally itself with those
who formally reject the two-State solution and who deny the histori-
cal right of the Jewish people to a homeland.” In reality, the Church
explicitly supports a two-state solution and recognizes Israel as a
Jewish state.”  ‘

In response, CIJA wrote on its website ‘The Boycott movement,
including that aimed at settlement goods, is part of a global campaign
led by those who reject that right. It is a strategy designed at the anti-
semitic hatefest known as the “Durban Conference”, and a settlement
boycott is the fruit of that poisoned tree. The figurehead of the BDS
movement, Omar Barghouti, has publicly stated that he does not sup-
port the two-state solution – the ultimate result of the BDS campaign
will be “a Palestine next to a Palestine rather than a Palestine next to
Israel.” The UCC has indeed chosen to ally itself with that camp, in
direct contradiction of its own statements of support for the two-state
solution.’

CFPN further stated that ‘CIJA also misrepresented CFPN’s position
on the issue of a settlements boycott. CFPN did not endorse or oppose
the Church’s resolution, in part because of a lack of balance underly-
ing it. However, our parent organization, Peace Now in Israel, has
endorsed, in principle, a boycott of the settlements (while also being
aware that they are not the only impediments to peace). “ ‘

In response, CIJA stated “We invite you to read the CFPN press
release issued the day the UCC began debating this resolution. CFPN
did NOT endorse the settlement boycott, despite the fact that their
parent organization does so.  We merely called attention to this fact
as an illustration of exactly how marginal a view support for settle-
ment boycotts actually is within the Jewish community of Canada. “  

For more on this issue, turn to “Short takes” on page 4.  
To see the full text of the United Church working report, go to The

Jewish Post & News website: http://www.jewishpostandnews.com
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have that patient paneled is given.
There are two trends that make the

situation about wait times for
Personal Care Homes even more

worrisome. One is the longer life span of the average individual in
Manitoba; the other is the aging of the “baby boom” generation.

In the report on aging released by the Manitoba Centre for Health
Policy, the following observations were made: “More than 90% of all
PCH residents are 75+ years old, and this segment of our population
is expected to grow by 89.2% from 2007 to 2036. However, this
increase in population size will not begin in earnest until 2021 (when
Baby Boomers first reach age 75), and will continue for some time
after 2051 (when Baby Boomers born in 1966 reach age 85).
Population aging will therefore be a somewhat temporary, albeit
lengthy, process.

Further, while the vast majority of older adults (65+) in Manitoba do
not reside in Personal Care Homes, the study found that population
use rates are, however, age– and sex–specific (For example, in
2007/08, roughly 1.2% (12 people per 1,000 population) of 65–74
year–olds (males and females combined) lived in a PCH, as did only
5.4% and 6.8% of 75–84 year–old males and females, respectively.
Conversely, in 2007/08, one in five (20.9%) 85+ year–old males and
one in three (30.7%) 85+ year–old females lived in a PCH.”

Thus, the two trends combined will invariably lead to a huge
increase in demand for spaces in Personal Care Homes – along with
other forms of assistance for seniors. None of us looks forward to the
prospect of placing a loved one in a Personal Care Home, nor of being
placed there ourselves, as the case may be.

What is even more worrisome, however, is the notion that should
the need arise to place someone in a Personal Care Home, it will be
preceded by an excessively long wait period.

Despite the apparent claim by the WRHA that waiting times to gain
admission into the Simkin Centre are relatively short, anecdotal expe-
rience would tend to suggest that is not the case.

Readers are encouraged to share their experiences by either sending
an e-mail or a letter to us.

United Church
(Continued from page 1)

Simkin Centre
(Continued from page 3.)
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By BERNIE BELLAN
Local high school student Alex Dashefsky

was a finalist in the 2012 Hallelujah Global
Jewish Singing Contest. The winner of the
contest, Evan Malach of Torotno, was decid-
ed Aug. 18 in Ramat Hasharon, Israel.

Dashefsky, an 18-year-old graduate of
Grant Park High School, is also a counsellor
at Camp Massad.  Alex is the son of Deborah
Fleishman and Dr. Sid Dashefsky, and the
grandson of Brownie and Harold Fleishman
(Winnipeg) and Ricky and Moishe Dashefsky
(Florida). A regular medalist in the Winnipeg
Music Festival, Alex has been in Israel these past few weeks after being
chosen as one of 30 participants in the semi-finals of the contest.

Alex’s application for the contest included the following informa-
tion: “I love music, and I am very glad to be able to expand my musi-
cal experiences with this competition. The song I have chosen is one
that means a great deal to me. It perfectly captures the idea of pro-
gression and safety in our universal Jewish homeland of Israel. I have
grown up listening to this song, and I am proud to be singing it today.
Israel is a place that is extremely close to my heart. I am beyond excit-
ed to be able to participate in a competition that celebrates Israel as a
country, bringing Jews together from all over the world. Shalom & Am
Yisrael Chai!”

Prior to being chosen as one of the 30, Alex’s entry in the contest
was deemed to be worthy of consideration among 100 other partici-
pants, each of whom had uploaded a song to a YougTube link.

For more information on the Hallelujah Contest, go to
http://www.hallelujah.org.il/ 

To see Alex’s performance of “Oof Gozal”, the song that put him into
the semi-finals, go to our website, http://www.jewishpostandnews.com,
and click on the link in the story about Alex on the home page.

Winnipegger Alex Dashefsky semi-
finalist in world-wide singing contest

In our last issue (Aug. 8) we reported that four young Winnipeggers
were participating in the Maccabi Games in Houston, an annual
event for Jewish teenagers, ages 13-16.

Following are results of how each of the four fared, thanks to Mark
Spencer, Rady JCC Director of Fitness and Health:

Breeck Kroitor – 1 gold, 4 silver, and 1 bronze in swimming ;
Shiri Berkowitz – won a gold medal with her mixed basketball

team;
Anna Zaifman – lost in quarter final singles tennis;
Daniel Rafaelov – his mixed basketball team went winless but,

according to Spencer, “had a lot of fun!”
Other information provided by Spencer noted that “Opening cere-

monies were at Rice University and featured a tribute to the Munich
11 and Jewish performers. Evening activities included a trip to the
Gordon Ranch were they had swimming, dancing, stage performers,
rides, games, pictures with live Texas longhorn steers, horse drawn
carriage rides, and my personal favorite, armadillo races! Another
night was held at Dave and Buster’s- they had a huge arcade, 10 pin
bowling, pool tables, shuffleboard, and a dance room. Closing cere-
monies were at the Bayou Event Centre and featured a video dance
party, and laser tag.”

Anyone interested in participating in next year’s Maccabi Games is
asked to contact Mark Spencer at mspencer@radyjcc.com

(Also, we apologize for the misspelling of Breeck and Daniel’s
names in our last issue.)

Maccabi Games update

Aly Raisman heading to Israel
(JTA) – Gold medal-winning gymnast Aly

Raisman has accepted an invitation from
Israel Diaspora Affairs Minister Yuli Edelstein
for her and her family to make their first visit
to Israel. 

Raisman, who performs floor routines to the
melody of “Hava Nagila,” won an individual
gold medal in her floor exercise last week and
a bronze on the balance beam after helping
the U.S. women’s team take the gold. 

The Jerusalem Post reported that Edelstein
wrote an impassioned letter congratulating
Raisman and invited not only the 18-year-old
gymnast but also her parents, Lynn and Rick,
and her younger siblings, Brett, Chloe and Madison, to be his guests. 

She accepted last Friday after a telephone conversation facilitated
by Dan Shapiro, the U.S. ambassador to Israel, according to the Post. 

“For me personally, as the minister in charge of relations with
Diaspora Jewry, hearing why you chose the song made me realize
that the concept of Kol Israel Arevim Zeh Lazeh [All Jews are
responsible for one another] still holds true and that the Jewish peo-
ple remain united no matter how far apart we may live. I was
impressed that someone so young made such a monumental, ethi-
cal decision,” Edelstein wrote to Raisman, the Post reported. 

“Making your first visit to Israel is not only important because it is
the homeland of the Jewish people, but also because you can con-
tribute from your experience to the young generation of Israeli ath-
letes,” Edelstein reportedly added. 

There were no details on the timing or length of the visit. 

ALEX DASHEFSKY

DANIEL RAFAELOVANNA ZAIFMAN

SHIRI BERKOWITZBREECK KROITOR

ALY RAISMAN
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By CECILIA FOMIMN
Louis Armstrong is considered by many to

be the greatest jazz musician of all time.
During his career he crisscrossed the U.S.

dozens of times.  As well, he returned  to
Europe several times,  playing in Denmark,
Sweden, Norway, Holland and England.

In 1947 Armstrong formed a small group
that became one of the greatest and most
popular bands in jazz history. They toured
extensively, travelling to Africa, Asia, Europe
and South America for the next 20 years.
Anyone looking at Louis Armstong was
bound to notice that he wore a Star of David
pendant.
Following is the explanation for his wearing
a Star of David:

Armstrong was born into a very poor fami-
ly in New Orleans, Louisiana,  the grandson
of slaves.  His father, William Armstrong abandoned the family when
Louis was an infant. His mother was left to take care of  Louis and his
sister.

Young Armstrong  brought in some money as a paperboy, also by
finding discarded food and selling it to restaurants, but it was not
enough to keep his mother from becoming a prostitute. Armstrong
also worked for a Lithuanian Jewish immigrant family, the Karnofskys,
who had a junk hauling business and who gave him odd jobs.  They
took him in and treated him as if he were a family member, feeding
and nurturing him, knowing that he lived without a father. 

Later on Armstrong wrote a memoir of his relationship with the
Karnofskys, “Louis Armstrong + the Jewish Family in New Orleans La.”
In it he describes his discovery that this family was also subject to dis-
crimination by “other white folks` who felt that they were better than
the Jews.

“I was only seven years old but I could eas-
ily remember the ungodly treatment given to
that poor Jewish family that I worked for,” he
wrote.

As a  gift the Karnofskys gave Armstrong  a
Star of David pendant. He wore it for the rest
of his life and wrote about what he leaned
from them: “How to live – real life and deter-
mination”.  The influence that the Karnofskys
had on Armstrong has been  commemorated
in New Orleans through the Karnofsky
Project, a non-profit organization dedicated
to accepting donated musical instruments
“to put them into the hands of an eager child
who could not otherwise take part in a won-
derful leaning experience.” 

Armstrong developed his coronet playing
ability when he was in the band of the New
Orleans “Home for Coloured Waifs”. 

He hauled coal by day and played his coronet at night.” Later on he
played trumpet and  trombone. Armstrong also made a cameo appear-
ance as a vocalist. From his adapted family, the Karnofskys,  he sang
Russian and Jewish songs.

Armstrong wore the Star of David in honour of the Karnofsky fami-
ly, who took him in as a child and loaned  him money to buy his first
coronet.

Although having spent an important period of his life with a Jewish
family, Louis Armstorng considered himself a Catholic.

About the writer: Cecilia Fomimn in a native Russian-speaking
member of our community. She first wrote this article in Russian and
translated it into English on her own. It has been edited, but kudos to
Cecilia for what we hope will be the first of many contributions to
this newspaper.

Louis Armstrong’s Jewish connection

LOUIS ARMSTRONG



By BEN GREENFIELD
(Jewish Ideas Daily) – The 15th of Av is the happiest day of the

Hebrew calendar. Tu B’Av, as it is known, was, according to the
Mishnah, a joyous occasion on which the unmarried women of
ancient Jerusalem would dance in the vineyards, hoping to find a
match. In modern Israel, Tu b’Av has been revived as a holiday of
romantic love, the sabras’ Valentine’s Day.

But is it “Jewish” to celebrate romantic love? It is one
thing to encourage singles to marry, but quite another to
endorse the kind of rapturous lust that saturates Western
culture. And yet, there is no better record of vivid–torrid,
even–romance than the Bible’s Song of Songs:

Oh, let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth, for
your love is better than wine . . . You have ravished my
heart, my sister, my bride! You have ravished my heart
with but one of your eyes, with but one bead from your
necklace! . . . I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine.

But it is this very passion that the rabbis seem to erase from the work.
Across the Talmud and Midrash, they read the Song of Songs’ amorous
verses as an allegory–a figurative representation of God’s relationship
to Israel. Breasts are not breasts, but synagogues; velvet lips are pious
deeds; and restless, lovesick nights are the fate of an exiled people. In
other words, a sexual saga is but the vehicle for the expression of
God’s love for His people.

By the 19th century, a symbolic reading, and an attendant denigra-
tion of romantic love, had gained widespread acceptance. This was so
much the case that a Baghdadi rabbi, Yosef Hayim ben Eliyahu,
rebuked a schoolteacher for tasking his pupils with copying the Song
of Songs into Arabic, for fear the children would think the text was
“erotic verse, God forbid.” 

God forbid indeed–today’s ArtScroll editors have gone one step fur-
ther, denying that a literal interpretation of the “love story” is even a
possibility: “The literal meaning of the words is so far from their mean-
ing that it is false.” In their mind, allegory rescues the tale from poten-
tially profane misunderstandings: The Bible would never stoop so low
as to endorse romance

On the surface, an allegorical reading of the Song of Songs appears
to neutralize its erotic content, bringing it into line with the rest of the
canon and confirming an anti-romantic bias. But as the scholar Jon D.
Levenson points out, an allegory points in two directions. By infusing
a romantic relationship with aspects of the divine, the rabbis corre-
spondingly infuse the divine with aspects of a romantic relationship:
the passion in the Song of Songs may be spiritualized, but the passion
between God and Israel is eroticized. 

This potentially surprising notion of Godly romance in fact perme-
ates the works of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and Hosea. Throughout
these later prophetic books, God is depicted as a devoted husband to
His bride Israel. Though the entire world may call Israel filthy and
despised, God sees her beauty, wrapping her in His cloak and bejew-

eling her with rings and bracelets. When Israel betrays Him, using His
cloak and jewels in pursuit of different lovers, God is heartbroken, yet
cannot restrain His love: “The wife of one’s youth–can she ever be
spurned?” One day, He imagines, Israel “will call me Ishi, my Man,
and no longer Ba’ali, my Master . . . I will betroth you unto Me forev-
er . . and you shall know the Lord.” As many readers will intuit, this

“knowledge” is not merely–or not at all–cognitive. 
And this allegory is not merely a rhetorical device or lit-

erary flourish. For the rabbis, like the prophets, it is the
very substance of the Jewish story.

Rabbinic glosses of the Song of Songs treat the romantic
allegory with utmost seriousness. The rabbis pine to know
which day in Jewish history was akin to lying in the arms
of one’s
be loved;
w h i c h

part of our Exile can
only be understood as
a cold and lonely
bedroom; in which
exact quality lays our
irresistible attractive-
ness to God. It is
through the lens of
the romantic that the
rabbis finally make
sense of the God-
Israel relationship -
and across an eternity
of wilderness the
Jewish people carried
these love poems,
knowing their
Beloved was singing
them too.

(Ben Greenfield is a
graduate of the Johns
Hopkins University.
He recently conclud-
ed a Tikvah Post-BA
Fellowship. This arti-
cle was first published
by Jewish Ideas Daily
(www.jewishideas-
d a i l y . c o m
<http://www.jew-
ishideasdaily.com> )
and is reprinted with
permission.) 
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Feature story

Western Canada's Original Kosher Bakery,
 Serving Winnipeg's Jewish Community since 1937

Please Order by Sept. 5 to Avoid Disappointment

• Delicious Party Sandwiches
• Varieties of Knishes
       Potato, Kasha, Cheese,
       Potato & Mushroom,
       Cheddar Cheese & Potato,
       Spinach & Feta Cheese,
       Sweet Potato
• Blintzes (Cheese, Fruit, Potato)
• Kugel (Sweet, Mushroom & Onion,

  Spinach, Cheese)
• Egg Rolls
• Gefilte Fish
• Verenikes (Potato, Kasha, Cheese)
• Poached Salmon
• Breaded Pickerel Strips
       with Sweet & Sour Sauce
• Breaded Mushrooms
• Vegetable Lasagna
• Quiche
       (Spinach, Broccoli, Mushroom, Mixed Vegetables)
• Kasha & Shells
• Cabbage Rolls - Rice, Kasha
• Potato Filled Buns
• Spinach Dip
• Assorted Cheeses
• Coleslaw

KOSHER
• BEEF

• POULTRY
• DELI PRODUCTS

247 SELKIRK AVENUE
204-582-2364

"You Will Always Be Proud to Serve Gunn's Products"

"FAMOUS OLD COUNTRY
BAKING AND CATERING"

To Enhance
Your Yom Tov Meals,

We Feature a Large Assortment of

DELI PRODUCTS

Special MEAT orders must be placed by August 31

Traditional Specialties:
• Bowties
• Strudel
• Almond Horns
• Apple Strudel
• Rugelach

• Foigel-Round Challah
• Koilech - Challah
• Honey Cake
• Commish Bread

Popular Pastries:
• Poppyseed Rolls
• Honeycake Jam Rolls
• Roly Poly
• Hungarian Cheesecake
• Tortes

• Carrot Cake
• Apple Jacks
• Cheesecakes 
• Rootin Tootin
• No Sugar-added Fruit Pies

*Offer valid at participating locations. Valid on arrangements and dipped fruit boxes. Offer expires                   . Cannot be combined with any  other offers. Offer code must be used 
when placing order. Containers may vary. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS®, The Fruit Basket Logo Design, STAR OF DAVID FESTIVAL™ and MAKE LIFE A LITTLE SWEETER™ are trademarks 
of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2012 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved. Franchises available; call 1-888-727-4258 or visit eafranchise.com. EdibleArrangements.com 

Make life a little sweeter.™

To order, please call or visit:

EdibleArrangements.ca

SAVE $ *

on any order
Code:

STAR OF DAVID FESTIVAL™

With star-shaped pineapple, strawberries, 
cantaloupe, honeydew, and grapes

The Star Of 

YOUR PARTY

204-669-6662
35B-3 Reenders

Winnipeg, MB

204-777-7778
1B-756 Pembina

Winnipeg, MB

5
FINE1027

09/30/12

Is romantic love a Jewish value?
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Profile

While seated at his Bernard Leach
foot powered potter’s wheel inside his
airy 900 square foot studio (which is
filled with equipment and art work),
ceramic artist Alan Lacovetsky shows a
couple of visitors the various tools of
his trade.

Significantly, the first thing he
explains is that the potter’s wheel

before him is where he “throws the clay.”
It’s quite fitting that Lacovetsky – who lives with his wife,

Joanne Mills and their 21 year old son, Alex, on five acres of par-
tially forested land in St. Andrews (about 20 minutes north of
Winnipeg) – would use such a distinguished pedal-operated
wheel to shape his creations.

After all, just like its inventor, the influential British born
Bernard Leach (1887-1979), Lacovetsky has been fusing the cul-
tures of East and West, promoting the value of hand production,
and the importance of ceramic practice as a unified creative and
technical endeavour, says Lacovetsky, who notes that one of his
professors, John Reeve, at the Nova Scotia College of Art & Design, was a
student of Leach’s in the early 1960s.

Leach spent his early childhood in the Far East, living in Japan from 1909
where he was a student of master potter Shigekichi Urano (1881-1923). 

“Leach was one of many pioneer potters attempting to re-define ceram-
ic practice in the early 1900s,” notes Wikipedia, which goes on to say that
his return to the UK in 1920 from Japan “heralded a new chapter” in
British ceramic history.

Similar to Leach, Lacovetsky, who is part of the 11th Wave-Interlake
Artists’ Studio Tour on September 1 & 2 from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, has
been influenced by the Oriental tradition.

“Many of my forms reference African and Southeast Asian folk pottery,
particularly water containers and funerary urns,” says the curly haired
Lacovetsky, 60, who initially studied Fine Arts Degree at the University of
Manitoba and at the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design, Halifax in
1979, and then obtained his Masters of Fine Arts from the University of
North Dakota in Grand Forks in 2008.

“The intent of my work is to reflect upon nature and the process of mak-

ing art. Working with clay and wood
firing is how I explore these inten-
tions.”

Over the past 30 years, he has trav-
elled extensively in Southeast Asia to study and work.

For example, Lacovetsky notes that he built a wood fired kiln at a uni-
versity in Nakhon Pathom, a small province in central Thailand about 80
kilometres east of the country’s capital city, Bangkok.

In recent years, he has worked in China, South Korea, and Cambodia.
“I spent a month in Korea in October, 2011 making a kiln and doing

work,” says Lacovetsky, who lived in Australia for many years, where he
studied and taught at the National Art School, Sydney Institute of
Technology, East Sydney Campus; and Brookvale Technical College in
Sydney, among other institutions. 

He has also taught at Brandon University, Visual and Aboriginal Arts;
Manitoba Art Gallery of South Western Manitoba, Brandon; the University
of Manitoba, School of Art -Ceramics (2004/2005 acting chair); and, from
2001- 2012 the Winnipeg Art Gallery, Studio Programs (Ceramics).

Lacovetsky’s work appears in numerous public and private collec-
tions in Canada and internationally, including the USA, China,
England, France, Germany, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand,
Japan, Thailand, Cambodia and Korea. 

“Drawing influence from folk pottery traditions, I make vessels that
exhibit evidence of the fire and the hand-made process,” he says.

“Clay is a primal, living material. I have chosen it because it gives
me a sense of connectedness and spirituality. I also use surface dec-
oration to explore some of my personal experiences of nature, draw-
ing imagery directly from the bush around my studio and surround-
ing farmlands.”

His studio is attached to a kiln shed with three large hand-built
brick kilns.

“Firing with wood is far more than just a process to heat pots and
melt glazes,” observes Lacovetsky, who was the Artist in Residence
at Je-ju Island, South Korea in 2011, and held the same position at
the Fuping Pottery Village, Fuping, Shanxxi, China in 2010, as well
as a presenter at a conference on Southeast Asian Ceramics in Siem
Reap, Cambodia in 2007 and 2008, plus at many craft shows in
Manitoba. 

“It is an arduous process that requires direct personal involvement.
I love to cut wood and build large fires. It is gratifying to smell the
fresh wood burning, to hear the crackle of the fire and to work hard
physically to create the outcomes.”

Pottery and fire run deep within his upbringing.
“My father was in the furnace business, which meant I was always

around heating devices,” says Lacovetsky, who has received numer-
ous awards and grants over the years for his work.

“He also made wine in an old folk pottery jug which he kept near
the furnace in the basement. I loved the pot. I still have it after more
than 50 years. As a young child I remember the thumb marks made
by the potter at the base of the handle. I also remember the palm
impression in the side, created when the potter picked the wet fresh-
ly-made piece off the wheel.

“My hand fit perfectly in that spot. For a brief moment it felt like I
was holding his hand. The potter left evidence of his hand and a
message about process. Evidence of the process made me realize
that things are made by people. This was very powerful and a for-
mative influence that has kept me focused on my intent to leave ‘evi-
dence of my hand’ in my own work.”

It’s a form of artistic immortality.
For further information, see Lacovetsky’s website, www.alclay.ca;

email: alan.lacovetsky@gmail.com; ph. 204-482-4664

Potter Alan Lacovetsky: fusing art & nature

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

ALAN LACOVETSKY: “Clay is a primal, living
material. I have chosen it because it gives
me a sense of connectedness and spirituali-
ty.”



By MYRON LOVE
Manitoba’s own Bothwell

Cheese, Canada’s largest inde-
pendently-owned cheese proces-
sor, is now under full time
Orthodox Union certification.

“We are getting calls for poten-
tial new clients from across the
country and even a few from
New York asking about the avail-
ability of our products,” says
Steve Gettis, the company’s
director of sales and marketing.

“We are very proud to have
achieved this certification and
thrilled about the prospects of
introducing our cheese to new
customers,” said Ivan Balenovic,
the 75-year-old processor’s presi-
dent and CEO, in a press release.
“We have always had exception-
al factory standards, and this cer-
tification by a well-respected
third party provides further verifi-
cation. Many of our loyal cus-
tomers have been requesting
kosher cheese – and we’re
delighted to make it available.”

Bothwell (which is located in
New Bothwell, about 30 km southeast of Winnipeg) has actually been
producing kosher cheese in small quantities for special orders since
the early 1980s. A mashgiach would come in as required – perhaps
every second week. However, as of the beginning of January, an OU
mashgiach has been on site every day. The company wanted to sell off
its remaining non-kosher cheeses that were already in the pipeline
before rolling out its new kosher products, says Gettis in explaining
the delay.

Bothwell Cheese produces 28 different cheese varieties as well as
cheese curds, shredded cheese and cheese powder. The company
uses only fresh, locally-produced milk in its products. There are
absolutely no modified milk ingredients, fillers or preservatives. Dairy
farmers still deliver their milk directly to Bothwell Cheese, one of the
few remaining Canadian artisanal cheese makers still thriving today.
The processor has contracts to supply all the national Canadian super-
market chains with its cheeses.

“Our sales have tripled since 2001,” says Gettis.
The company is particularly proud of the number of awards that

Bothwell Cheese has earned in recent years. The company has won
first prize in the British Empire Cheese Competition for the past five
years in a row for its marble cheese.

Among Bothwell Cheese’s cheeses are Gouda, Edam, Swiss,
Munster, Cheddar, Horseradish, Mozzarella, Red Hot Chili Pepper,
Marble and Jalapeno to list a few. Gettis notes that although most of

the cheeses are now kosher, there are still three or four
flavours that are not because of their ingredients (such as
the Red Wine cheese).

“We are working with the OU to source kosher alterna-
tives for those ingredients,” he says. 
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Community news

Bothwell Cheese now under fulltime OU certification

STEVE GETTIS with Bothwell Cheese vari-
eties: “We have always had exceptional fac-
tory standards, and this certification by a
well-respected third party provides further
verification.

Bothwell Cheeses – 28 different varieties

SAUL FINK NOAH DIAMOND

The Chavurat Tefilah Synagogue (corner of Hartford & McGregor) offers tra-
ditional Orthodox High Holiday services in a warm, friendly, informal atmos-
phere. This year, we are pleased to be able to feature a blend of youth and
experience. Yom Tov services will be led by well known Cantors Judah
Smolack and Saul Fink, along with Noam Grysman from Toronto, who will be
joining us for Rosh Hashanah, and Noah Diamond, also from Toronto, who will
be joining us for Yom Kippur.

Selichot Service-Saturday, Sept.  8 - midnight.
Wheelchair Accessible.

Yom Tov seats for non-members are $100 per family or $75 per person.  
For further information, phone  333344--44996611 or 333399--66008800..

JUDAH SMOLACK NOAM GRYSMAN

High Holiday Services at Chavurat Tefilah



Panetta: Israel has not made final decision on Iran strike
WASHINGTON (JTA) – U.S. Defense Secretary

Leon Panetta told a Pentagon briefing that he
does not believe Israel has made a final decision
on whether to attack Iran’s nuclear program. 

“I don’t believe they made a decision as to
whether or not they will go in and attack Iran at
this time,” Panetta said Tuesday at a joint briefing
with Gen. Martin Dempsey, the chairman of the
U.S. military’s Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

“Obviously they are an independent, they are a
sovereign country. They’ll ultimately make deci-
sions based on what they think is in their nation-
al security interest. 

Panetta visited Israel two weeks ago, while
Dempsey met with senior officials in Israel in late
January. 

The United States maintains that sanctions and diplomacy are the
best ways to handle Iran’s nuclear program and that an attack on its
nuclear facilities should only be launched as a last resort. 

At the Pentagon briefing, Dempsey added that he believed Israel can
delay but not totally destroy Iran’s nuclear program. 

With the addition this week of former Shin Bet security service head
Avi Dichter to the Cabinet and to Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s Security Cabinet, it is believed that there is a majority of
Israeli government officials in favor of a pre-emptive strike against
Iran. 

Netanyahu and President Obama are expected to meet in late
September or early October, at which time Obama could ask Israel
not to go it alone against Iran. 

Some in Israel believe that Israel would like Obama to back a strike
by launching a solo strike before the November presidential elections,
the Times of Israel reported. 

Iranian leaders consider talk of an Israeli attack as “hollow and base-
less,” The Jerusalem Post reported. Citing citing Iran’s ISNA news
agency, the Post reported that Iranian Defense Minister Ahmad Vahidi
referred to Israeli threats “as a sign of weakness” by “brainless lead-
ers.” 

Tamara Weller is an emerging artist
from Winnipeg whose practice includes
sculpture, installation, painting and
photography. She holds a Bachelor of
Fine Arts from the University of
Manitoba. Her work has been exhibited
in Canada and the USA. Tamara has
been an artist in residence at the Banff
Arts Center, Yale Summer School with
an upcoming residency at the Vermont
Studio Center. Her work is currently
represented by Engine Gallery in
Toronto. Tamara’s work has been sup-
ported by the Winnipeg Arts Council,
Manitoba Arts Council and Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba.

ANGELS, OBJECTS AND SPIRITS
From Tamara Weller’s press release: “Angels, Objects and Spirits is a

body of work that includes sculpture, installation and painting. The
project explores historical events and ideas connected to my Jewish
roots. Having been raised in a family affected by trauma, the project
is derived from a sensitivity towards those who have suffered. Stories
of family members and people in my surroundings who live within the
psyche of their past inhabit environments of historical symbols and
materials. The historical trauma of the European Jews has been eluci-
dated through the creativity of its adherents, oppressors and assimila-
tors. During Medieval society Jews became widely known to have
committed deicide, meaning to have killed god. The transgression of
these accusations has
been linked to many
major historical
events. The relation-
ship between the his-
torical events and the
experiential are asso-
ciative representing
the complications of
how one analyzes a
people’s trauma.The
materials used in this
work create
metaphors that weave
together my familiar
roots with the histori-
cal past of my culture.
Psychiatric medica-
tions, books about the
Shoah, medieval
painting techniques,
drawings by my moth-
er from the 1970’s and
cheerios reference the
ceremonial, the mun-
dane and tragedy
weaving together a
dream world reveal-
ing the resilience of a
wounded psyche. 
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World news

U.S. Defense
Secretary 

LEON PANETTA

TAMARA WELLER
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Report: Egypt’s Morsi ‘studying’ amending
Camp David Accords

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi is con-
sidering amending the Camp David Accords to give Egypt full con-
trol over the Sinai, his legal adviser told a national newspaper. 

Mohamed Gadallah told the Egyptian Al-Masry Al-Youm that
Morsi is “studying” whether to amend the basis for the peace treaty
signed between Israel and Egypt in 1979. 

Under the accords, Israel agreed to withdraw its troops and citi-
zens from the Sinai and return it to Egypt in return for normalized
relations and a restriction on the number of Egyptian troops allowed
to enter the Sinai, particularly near the border with Israel. 

Morsi has said several times since taking office that he would
respect all international treaties signed by Egypt. 

Calls for amending the treaty have increased since last week’s ter-
rorist attack on Egyptian security officers in the Sinai, according to
the newspaper. 

Israel in recent weeks had tacitly agreed to increased numbers of
Egyptian troops in the Sinai. 

Local artist Tamara Weller to present exhibition



By MYRON LOVE 
Christmas Day, 1941, the day that Hong

Kong, the British crown colony fell to the
Japanese, undoubtedly dawned as one of the
darkest days in young David Golden’s life. As
the Captain of Intelligence in the Winnipeg-
based Royal Canadian Grenadiers was led
off with his fellow Canadian soldiers into
almost four years of captivity, little did he
know that his would be a long life filled with
achievements and honours. 

Golden (LL.B., LL.D.), a member of the
Order of Canada, recipient of the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee Medal and a recipient just
last spring (2011) of an honorary Doctorate
in Law from the University of Winnipeg,
passed away in Victoria on Sunday, July 22,
at the age of 92.

Golden’s life story began in 1920 in
Sinclair, Manitoba. He was the third of four
children born to Shalom and Rasha Golden.
In his early years, the family moved around
somewhat. They spent ten years in Vancouver
and six months in Montreal before settling
permanently in Winnipeg in 1932. 

David Golden was an outstanding student
and, his nephew Jim Carr notes, a gifted pub-
lic speaker who won several debating awards
at university. Golden was awarded a Rhodes
Scholarship, but deferred the scholarship and
chose instead to enlist in the war effort. He
arrived in Hong Kong the day before the
crown colony fell to the Japanese.

After returning to Canada and Winnipeg at
war’s end, he married his sweetheart, the for-
mer Molly Berger, and went to Oxford (on a
scholarship). With his degree in law, he came
back to Winnipeg in 1948 and went into part-
nership with the late Sam Freedman (who
later became Manitoba’s first Jewish Chief
Justice). He also taught law at the University
of Manitoba’s Faculty of Law.

In 1951, C.D. Howe, the Minister of
Defense Production in the Liberal
Government of Louis St. Laurent, invited
Golden to relocate to Ottawa to join the legal
branch of the federal Department of Defence
Production.

“David thought he would stay for just a
year,” says Jim Carr. “But the year passed and
he and Molly found they liked Ottawa and
decided to stay.”

He rose quickly, to Branch Director, then to
General Counsel, then Assistant Deputy
Minister. In September 1954, at the age of 34,
he became the youngest Deputy Minister in
Ottawa. In 1954 Golden was appointed
Deputy Minister of the department, a position
he held for six years. 

He resigned from the federal civil service in
1961 and spent a year at the Air Industries
Association of Canada (AIAC), before return-
ing to government for a year as Deputy
Minister in the newly-created Department of
Industry. In July 1962, he became President
of the AIAC. In 1969, when the federal gov-
ernment created Telesat Canada consortium
with private industry to develop a communi-
cations satellite system for the country,
Golden became its founding president. The
firm launched its first Anik A1 satellite in
November 1972 and he received the first
long-distance telephone call carried by satel-
lite in Canada, from Resolute to Ottawa. He
stepped down as president in 1981, but
remained chairman and a full-time employee
until retirement in 1985.

“David was one of the small number of
public servants who helped rebuild Canada
after the war,” Carr says.

Throughout his life, Golden was very active
in numerous organizations,” says Carr. He
served as chairman of the Board of Governors
of Carlton University. He was also chair of the
board of the Parliamentary Centre (an organi-
zation dedicated to promoting the ideals of
parliamentary democracy). He was a long
time member of the board of the Conference
Board of Canada.

Carr notes that Golden was among the first
Jews who were invited to join the exclusive
Rideau Club in Ottawa.

“David had many opportunities to move to
the private sector, but he chose to contribute
to Canada through public service,” Carr says.
“He considered public service a privilege and
a calling. He had a
marvelous reputa-
tion for intelligence,
integrity and honour.

“He was also a
passionate advocate
for the State of
Israel.”

David and Molly
Golden moved to
Victoria just a few
years ago to be clos-
er to their son, Peter,
and his family. Their
son, Mark, has been
a professor of
Classics at the
University of
Winnipeg for the
past 30 years.

“My father was a
remarkable man,”
he says. “He was
loved, admired and
respected.”

Mark Golden also
notes that his father
could have made a
lot more money in
the private sector
but, like a lot of Jews
of his generation,
appreciated the free-
dom and opportuni-
ty that Canada pro-
vided for them and
wanted to give back
to his country.

David Golden is
also survived by his
brother, Don
(Evelyn), and sisters
Esther Carr and
Frances Miles – all of
whom are in
Winnipeg – and
their families.
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In memory of

Former Winnipegger David Golden viewed
public service as a noble calling

DAVID GOLDEN

Selichot Program 
                  and Service
                                                             

Dr. Rachael Turkienicz

 

“Grandparents:  The Unsung Heroes of Judaism”
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Harry Warren

Now that I am a senior
(those, in their 80’s, or
older) I have to start:

1) To be kinder to myself
and to others (life is too
short to bear grudges).

2) To forgive others, as I
would have them forgive

me for my transgressions.
3) To try to remember the names of all of my

friends. But, if I do forget, then ask.
4) I.D.M. (It doesn’t matter!) is an important part of

my life now.
5) I must learn to “not sweat the small stuff” and

“It’s all small stuff.”
6) I must learn to live my life one day at a time.
7) So, what if my hair has turned white! It’s a sign

of maturity!
8) Humour is important. I must learn to laugh at

myself, but not at others.
9) To learn to handle worry about the children and

grandchildren, the future.
10) To appreciate Good Health, and to never take it for granted.
11) I like the freedom that comes with aging. I am free to add to my

“Bucket List”.
12) What if my waist line is getting thicker? I still enjoy eating for-

bidden food!
13) I will not lead my life with regrets, that I could have, or should

have. I.D.M. (It doesn’t matter!)
14) So, what if I’m not perfect? Perfection was never my goal in life.

I can live with my faults!

Further to item no. 8 I would like to
recall an incident that occurred when I
was a young man. 

I had brought my wife back to
Winnipeg, from Montreal, in May of
1950 (to the worst flood in 25 years),
and she quickly made new friends and
joined a women’s bridge club. (It still
exists today!). 

They would arrange a New Year’s
party on the eve of December 31st.

Alternatively they would arrange to
have skits, as part of the evening’s
entertainment. The women would pre-
pare the skits one year and the next
year it would be up to the men. The
men decided to have a roast (a humor-
ous skit) with one of the men, as the
subject. 

I had seen a number of “roasts” of
Hollywood comedians on T.V. and I turned it down when they asked
me to be a subject of the “roast”. Someone else accepted, but I real-
ized that being able to laugh at yourself was an important part of the
aging process.

Further to item no. 10. What does it take for a senior to maintain
good health both mentally and physically? 

Most people think of physical good health as the one and only one
that matters as you grow older. This is where your family physician can
guide you.

You can attain this through regular annual check ups and listening
to your doctor’s recommendations.

But, what about maintaining good mental health? I spent a career
preparing financial-
ly for the retirement
of my clients. I have
met retirees who are
completely lost
when that day
arrives.

What are they
going to do if they
are not going to the
office, or factory or
their place of busi-
ness?

They need a mind-
blowing activity that
will take their mind
off themselves. 

Take heed you
persons of the
younger generation:
It’s time that you
developed a hobby,
or a volunteer activ-
ity, that will keep
you occupied and
satisfied. 

Creative retire-
ment is one avenue
you could explore. 

Or take up the
game of bridge or
badminton, or any-
thing that will keep
you pleasantly
occupied and meet-
ing new friends to
replace the ones that
have passed on, or
moved away, to be
with their children. 

Just be cautious to
limit your activities
to your own capa-
bilities.

We are seniors
Chapter no. 26

& LOUNGE

789 Portage Ave.
772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
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Take heed you persons of the
younger generation: It’s time that

you developed a hobby, or a 
volunteer activity, that will keep

you occupied and satisfied.



By MARK PITCAVAGE 
NEW YORK (JTA) – Much has been written

and said of late about the underground white
supremacist subculture in which Wisconsin
shooter Wade Page immersed himself, and his
own involvement with white power music.
But one aspect of that subculture has not been
given the attention it deserves. In that subcul-
ture, there also is a powerful undercurrent of
anti-Semitism. 

The anti-Semitism is unmistakable in band
names such as Jew Slaughter, Final Solution
and Ethnic Cleansing. The latter boasts of
albums called “Piles of Dead Jews” and
“Hitler was Right.” 

Another longstanding white supremacist
band, Bully Boys, has recorded songs called
“Fire Up the Ovens” and “Six Million More.”
In the first one, the group sings about leaving
“no stone unturned until the last Jew burns.”
And in “Six Million More,” they sing: 

“They’re on the media night and day looking
for our sympathy 

Yeah the Holocaust, the crystal night don’t
mean a thing to me 

No, the world can’t take much more of this
Zionist intervention 

The only fool proof plan is mass extermina-
tion.” 

These bands and others like them are part of
a thriving subculture; some white suprema-
cists drive for hundreds of miles to attend their
concerts. Their fans gather together, many
sporting shaved heads and covered with tat-
toos. The men pump their fists in the air and
dance raucously in front of a stage festooned
with Nazi flags and racist skinhead symbols,
while others, including a few women, watch
around the perimeter. Onstage, the music is
deafening, urging white people “to stand up
and fight.” 

Apart from the concerts, which rarely attract
crowds of more than a couple hundred, the
music reaches others who purchase or down-
load it from the Internet. Since white power
music arrived in the United States in the late
1970s, it has become a pillar of the subculture
permeating the white supremacist movement. 

The music comes in many flavors. The old-
est is a racist form of Oi!, associated with the
original skinhead subculture in Great Britain.
Also popular is hatecore, a white supremacist
version of hardcore punk. A white suprema-
cist form of death metal music, known as
National Socialist Black Metal Music, or
NSBM, has become popular. There are other
small subgenres of hate music – even a few
white power hip-hop artists, though most
white supremacists dislike hip hop. 

At any given time, about 100 to 150 white
power bands are active in the United States.
The bands’ own names defiantly express feel-
ings of hate or violence: examples other than
those mentioned previously include
Aggravated Assault, Angry Aryans, Attack,
Definite Hate, Force Fed Hate, Fueled by Hate
and Hate Crime. Most of these bands are the
white supremacist equivalents of garage
bands – nobody is getting rich from the music.
Behind them are small record labels or dis-
tributors that specialize in white power music
such as Label 56, Tightrope Records, Final
Stand Records and others. 

Many bands are associated with racist skin-
head groups such as Volksfront, the Vinlanders
Social Club or, especially, the Hammerskins,
who dominate much of the white power
music scene. Many bands are Hammerskins-
affiliated, while the group itself organizes hate
music concerts, including Hammerfest, its
largest annual event. 

White power music conveys many mes-
sages. Obviously it conveys hatred: antago-
nism toward Jews, immigrants, nonwhites,
Muslims, gays and left-wingers. But songs can
convey other messages, too. Some white
power songs may glorify heroes or martyrs of
the white supremacist movement. Some are
essentially self-promotional, praising a group
or leader. 

Songs that urge or celebrate generic vio-
lence also are common, emerging from a sub-

culture in which violence is easily condoned.
A number of songs attempt to convey some
sense of commonality, to strengthen the sense
that listeners are in a movement with shared
ideas, goals – or perceived enemies such as
Jews. 

What are the effects of white power music?
It’s often hard to know exactly how music of
any kind may affect someone. Music is uni-
versally acknowledged as powerful, yet its
effects are often indirect. 

Hate music does sometimes create direct
effects. Incidents of hate crimes being com-
mitted by people who had just been at a hate
music event have been reported. More indi-
rectly, hate music certainly contributes to the
shared ideas and notions of the white
supremacist movement, including its willing
acceptance of violence. 

Not only was Wade Page, the white
supremacist respon-
sible for the mas-
sacre at a Sikh tem-
ple in Wisconsin,
part of this subcul-
ture, he also was a
performer. A racist
skinhead himself, he
played in two white
power music bands,
End Apathy and
Definite Hate, affili-
ated with the
Hammerskins. 

The recent tragedy
should be a wake-up
call for all of us,
including the Jewish
community. It is
important for us to
be concerned about
this subculture that
celebrates hateful
music, hateful lyrics,

and messages of hate and anti-Semitism. Our
concerns should be heightened by the
reminder we have just received that this hate
does sometimes lead to violence and murder,
including occasions when Jewish individuals
and Jewish institutions have been targeted. 

For example, in 1999 white supremacist
Buford Furrow went after children at the Los
Angeles JCC. Three years ago, another white
supremacist, James von Brunn, targeted the
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in
Washington, D.C., murdering a museum
guard. In April 2011, two white supremacists
assaulted and seriously injured a Jewish man
in Southern California, and last December,
white supremacist Danny Lee Warner report-
edly told his wife that he was setting out to kill
as many Jews as possible. Fortunately, in the
Warner case, he was apprehended before he
could carry out his plan. 

What can be done about this subculture of
hate and the violence it seems to beget? One
solution is to shine a light on the hateful lyrics
and music, as ADL does, so that more people
will speak out and reject their disturbing and
sometimes violent message. 

(Mark Pitcavage is director of investigative
research of the Anti-Defamation League.) 

Wednesday, August 22, 2012, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   21

Op-ed

Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
❤ Alzheimer Care ❤ Palliative Care ❤ Post-Operative Care 
❤ Stroke Care ❤ Long-Term Care ❤ Rehabilitation 
❤ Respite ❤ ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
❤ RN’s ❤ LPN’s ❤ Health Care Aides
❤ Home Support Workers ❤ Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

At any given time, about 100 to
150 white power bands are active

in the United States. 

Op-Ed: Shine a light on hateful white power music 



22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, August 22, 2012

Scott Taylor

Let me preface this
by saying I love the
Olympic Games. I
have covered nine of
them in person and
when I don’t go, I find
myself watching more
than I expected to
watch.

Earlier this month in London, we fell in love
with Canada’s women’s soccer team, the
courage of an American sprinter who ran 200
metres on a broken leg and, of course, U.S. gym-
nastics captain Aly Raisman.

Alexandra (or Aly or LaLa) Raisman hails from
Needham, Mass., and attends Temple Beth
Avodah in Newton, Mass. She attended her first
gymnastics practice at 18 months, attending a
local Mommy & Me class with her mother, a for-
mer high school gymnast.

Just going into her senior year of high school,
she won the 2011 Pear D. Mazor Outstanding
Female Jewish High School Athlete of the Year
Award, awarded on behalf of the National Jewish
Sports Hall of Fame. 

“I first saw the Olympics when I was eight years
old,” she told the United States Gymnastics
Federation. “I used to watch the ’96 Olympic
Games over and over again, and I was really

inspired when the team won the gold. I remem-
ber all the athletes, but I especially remember
when Kerri Strug landed her vault. When I was
watching the ’96 Olympics, I was in level four so
it was just when I started competing, and I was so
excited, and watching them was so inspiring.”

In London, Raisman won two gold medals and
a bronze and will delay her Grade 12 year by
performing with many of her Olympic team-
mates on the Kellogg’s Tour of Gymnastics
Champions. On Nov. 11, she’ll perform in an
exhibition showcase at the TD Garden Arena in
Boston, where the top tickets are now selling for
more than $1,000 on the secondary market. 

(For more on Aly Raisman, turn to pages 13
and 23.)

Just last week, Israeli Diaspora Affairs Minister
Yuli Edelstein invited Raisman and her family to
Israel, and according to Edelstein, “the family has
accepted our invitation in December.” It certain-
ly didn’t hurt Raisman that she performed her
gold-medal winning floor routine to Hava
Nagila. And she earned herself even more fans
when she told reporters in London that she was
dedicating her three Olympic medals to the 11
Israeli athletes murdered at the 1972 Olympics in
Munich.

But while I loved the Games, loved the athletes
and really loved the Closing Ceremonies (watch-
ing Prince Harry sing along to Eric Idle’s “Always
Look on the Bright Side of Life,” summed up the
Games for me), there were a lot of things that
happened that really fried my socks.

For instance:
(1) I’ll admit that history tells us justice often

comes with caveats. 
Yes, Canada’s women’s soccer team won

bronze on a heart-stopping goal by Diana
Matheson in penalty time, but anyone who
watched Canada lose to the United States in the
semifinal knows that Christine Sinclair and her
Manitoba counterparts Chelsea Stewart and
Desiree Scott should have won gold.

The justice, of course, was Canada’s win in the
bronze medal game. The level of justice was just
a tad short of, well, real justice.

(2) Of course, we should have been prepared
for the officiating on the soccer pitch. In fact, the

best television comment
made in the entire Olympic
Games was made by NBC
basketball analyst Doug
Collins.

When Lithuania was play-
ing the American Dreamy
Team even-up in the fourth
quarter of their round-robin
game, Collins said something
that every Olympian and
Olympic commentator or
journalist should always
remember:

“You don’t want to let a

team like Lithuania hang around
until the final minutes,” Collins
said. “The last thing you ever want
to do is leave the outcome of a
game to international officiating.”

Pick your sport. Boxing? Soccer?
Gymnastics? Even fencing. Officials
have screwed worthy Olympic
champions out of medals by being
horrendously awful with some of
the worst decisions ever made.

Which, as Collins pointed out, is
exactly the way it has always been.
When it comes to the Olympics,
athletes and coaches must come
into their competitions with this atti-
tude: “There isn’t anyone anywhere
who will officiate any sport proper-
ly at anytime. They are all bad and I

just have to deal with it.”
(3) Remember the badminton athletes who

were kicked out of the Games for losing on pur-
pose because the World Federation of
Badminton’s draw was so ass-backwards? And
remember how disgusted the international media
was with the athletes’ “behavior?”

Guess that rule does not extend to basketball.
Spain benched their two best players Pau and
Marc Gasol in order to lose on purpose to Brazil
and avoid playing the United States in the quar-
terfinal.

The strategy worked. Spain lost, went to the
easy side of the draw and reached the final, only
to lose 107-100 to the USA in the gold medal
game. But the Spaniards weren’t booted out of
the Olympics for losing on purpose. Which, they
did. Guess the crooked ol’ IOC works in strange
and unusual ways.

(4) Speaking of the crooked ol’ IOC, back in the
old days, IOC President and cognac-swilling
European aristocrat Juan Antonio Samaranch (1st
Marquis of Samaranch, Grandee of Spain and
member of Generalissimo Francisco Franco’s fas-
cist Falange Party) used to welcome “the youth of
the world,” to the Olympic Games. Of course,
we used to laugh because we all knew the old
Eastern Bloc countries were sending full-time
working adult athletes in their 30s.

These days age has nothing to do with the
Olympics and “youth of the world,” is now a mis-
nomer. There are all sorts of full-time profession-
al athletes in the Games and plenty of 30-some-
things.

Although, apparently that bit of reality hasn’t
reached St. Kitts & Nevis. They sent their 100-
metre sprinter Kim Collins home because he was
leaving the Athletes Village to meet with his …
wait for it … wife. Evidently, if you leave the
Athletes Village, you have broken team rules.
Those team rules are probably good for 15-year-
old high school kids, but 36-year-old husbands?
Not so much.

The Guardian reported that Collins posted this
missive on his Facebook page: “Hours before my
5th 100m olympic race, i now find out i cant run,
all because i was in a hotel with my wife/coach.
S.K.N.O.C REALLY? Are you freaking kiddin
me!!!!!!!!”

On Saturday, he Tweeted: “My fans. I won’t lie.
Won’t be running later tonight. …For those who
saw me run in Mexico. That’s the last time I rep-
resent my country.”

Then he followed up with: “Even men in prison
get their wives to visit.”

Collins was set to compete in his fifth Olympics
and he’d already carried his country’s flag in the
Opening Ceremony.

Here’s the message: Don’t make up stupid team
rules because those rules inevitably ruin things
for everybody…. and make the people who

In praise of Aly and a Dream Team-sized Olympic rant
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made up the rules look like tools.
(5) Speaking of tools, why would you

take the Olympic Oath and then Tweet to
the world that you support far right-wing

hate-based political parties?
Ahh, just figured it out. You were already stupid when you pledged alle-

giance to far-right wing, hate-based political parties.
(6) Which country has the most Olympians? Easy answer: The NCAA.
OK, so the NCAA isn’t a country, but almost every country in the world

had at least one athlete who competed at an NCAA school at one time or
another during his/her athletic career.

It’s hard to get an exact number of the NCAA athletes in the Games, but
all you need to do is go to the Texas A&M website and read about the
Aggies’ 21 athletes and two coaches who are competing in London for 15
different countries and you’ll get an idea of the importance of the NCAA to
the London Olympics.

(7) And now the good news, besides Aly Raisman, three other Jewish ath-
letes won medals at the London Olympics.

New Zealand’s Jo Aleh, who also has Israeli citizenship, won gold in the
women’s 470 sailing event; another Kiwi, Nathan Cohen, won gold in men’s
rowing along with his partner Joseph Sullivan; and American swimmer
Jason Lezak won a silver in the men’s 4x100 metre freestyle relay.

Meanwhile, in response to my last Olympic column on the greatest Jewish
Olympic athletes, I got a handful of suggestions of athletes I missed:

(1) Anthony Ervin (US) won gold and silver in swimming in 2000 at
Sydney.

(2) Lajos Werkner (Hungary) won gold in fencing in 1908 at London and
1912 in Stockholm.

(3) Eduard Vinokurov (Soviet Union) won gold in fencing in 1968 at
Mexico City and 1976 at Montreal, and a silver in 1972 at Munich.

(4) Yelena Shushunova (Soviet Union) won 2 gold, a silver, and a bronze
in gymnastics in 1988 at Seoul.

(5) Valentin Mankin (Soviet Union) won gold in sailing in 1968, 1972, and
1980. He won silver in 1976 at
Montreal.

(6) Tatiana Lysenko (Ukraine) won
2 gold and a bronze in gymnastics
in 1992 in Barcelona.

(7) Myer Prinstein (US) won gold
in triple jump and long jump in
1904 in St. Louis and gold and sil-
ver in those same events respective-
ly in 1900 at Paris.

(8) Mark Rakita (Soviet Union)
won gold in fencing in 1964 in
Tokyo, a gold and silver in 1968 in
Mexico City and a silver in 1972 at
Munich.

Thanks, everyone, for your help.
Once again, living proof that the
comedic stereotype
that has long held to
the belief that there
are no great Jewish
athletes is more a
myth than a stereo-
type.

Contact Scott at
sdtaylor@shaw.ca
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Dave LaRocque or Cliff SveinsonCall:Jewish glory, frustration mark London Games 

By JTA Staff 
(JTA) – The London Olympics may have “lit up the world,” as organizing committee head

Sebastian Coe put it, but for Jews the 2 1/2 weeks offered healthy doses of frustration and
glory. On the plus side, new medalists such as America’s Aly Raisman gained the spotlight
with her grace, which included a floor routine to “Hava Nagila” en route to a U.S. women’s
team gold in gymnastics. She followed that with an individual gold for floor exercise and a
bronze on the balance beam. 

Meanwhile, New Zealand’s Jo Aleh brought home a gold for Kiwi fans in the women’s 470
regatta and Australian kayaker Jessica Fox won a silver medal in the slalom K1. They joined
in their glory with previous medalists such as U.S. swimmer Jason Lezak, who helped his relay
team win a silver in the 4x100-meter freestyle in what was likely the last of his four Olympics.
Yet the game’s opening ceremony ended hopes that the International Olympic Committee
would officially recognize with a moment of silence the 11 Israeli athletes murdered 40 years
ago at the Munich Games by Palestinian terrorists. An international campaign for a moment
of silence had the support of President Obama and numerous other world leaders. And Israel’s
athletes – for the first time in 24 years – went home without a single medal, which has
prompted conversation about the country’s lack of commitment to Olympics excellence.
Israel’s rhythmic gymnastics team made it to the finals, but on Sunday it finished last among
the eight teams in the all-around group competition. 

Two Israeli citizens, however, are coming home with some Olympic glory. David Blatt, an
American-Israeli, coached Russia’s bronze-winning men’s basketball team and Aleh will soon
make a family visit to the Jewish state. 

Blatt, the coach of Israel’s Maccabi Tel Aviv team, has helped rebuild the Russian national
squad since being brought in as head coach in 2006, Sports Illustrated reported. He took the
team to a 2007 European Championship. 

He played for Princeton University from 1977 to 1981 and on the gold medal-winning U.S.
team in the 1981 Maccabiah Games. Following the Maccabiah Games, Blatt played for sev-
eral Israeli teams until he was injured in 1993 and took up coaching. 

The disappointment in Israel over the lack of a national delegation medal may be behind
what Yuli Edelstein, minister of Diaspora affairs, told Raisman last week as she accepted his
invitation for the Raisman family to be his guests in Israel. 

“Making your first visit to Israel is not only important because it is the homeland of the
Jewish people, but also because you can contribute from your experience to the young gen-
eration of Israeli athletes,” Edelstein said, according to The Jerusalem Post. 

Beating her to the Jewish state, however, will be Aleh. After a parade back home to cele-
brate New Zealand’s success at the London Games, she reportedly is heading to Israel for the
bat mitzvah of her half-sister. 

The greatest disappointment of the Games for many Jews, however, was the failure of the
international campaign to have the Munich 11 remembered. It included a petition launched
by the Rockland JCC in suburban New York that garnered nearly 111,000 names, a private
meeting with two Munich 11 widows and IOC President Jacques Rogge, and the backing of
President Obama and political leaders from Australia, Canada, Germany, Italy and elsewhere.
One widow of the Munich 11 had biting words for Rogge when he attended the London
Jewish community’s memorial for the murdered athletes and coaches. 

“Shame on you, IOC,” said Ankie Spitzer, widow of fencing coach Andre Spitzer, who died
in the attack. “You have forsaken the 11 members of your Olympic family. You discriminate
against them only because they are Israelis and Jews.” 

Meanwhile, the Arab-Israeli conflict was felt when the Lebanese judo team refused to even
practice in a gymnasium next to the Israelis. The Lebanese even erected a makeshift barrier to
split their gym into two halves, according to the Times of Israel. 

Also, Iranian judoka Javad Mahjoob withdrew from the Games, citing “critical digestive sys-
tem infection,” according to the Washington Post. The report speculated that Iran was main-
taining a longstanding policy of not allowing its athletes to compete against Israelis. 
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Who knew? I certainly didn’t. Not I, the
intrepid self-acclaimed tracker of Jewish sports
personalities who, according to my own clan-
destine accounting, enjoys a success rate of
98.253%. (Note: Always use five or more figures
in your statistical analysis because it adds credi-
bility to your research results).

As my late mother might have said during my
fond, but misspent youth, after she had learned I
had taken out a damsel with the surname Fisher;

what kind of name is that? And, with a critical eye, followed the unap-
preciated intrusion with who are her parents and is she Jewish? I was
about as interested in the gal’s ancestry at that stage of life as I am in the
daily cricket scores.

So now you understand why my aforementioned success rate fell this
week from 98.312% when I surprisingly learned just days ago that the
pre-eminent beat writer of the Montreal Canadiens, Red Fisher, 85, who
retired this summer, is a member of the tribe.

A Jewish Fisher? Mind you, I do recall pop singer Eddie Fisher and his
hit song “Oh Mein Papa” who was the son of Russian Jewish immigrants
and who was once married to Debbie Reynolds, Liz Taylor, and Connie
Stevens among his five marriages and also the father of actress Carrie
Fisher. 

Did the name
arouse my curiosity
to the extent that I
would research the
origin of his sur-
name? Of course it
did. Guess what I
learned, other than
that it was an occu-
pational name for a
fisherman and that it
is of Olde English,
Nordic, or Scottish
derivation.? (Drum
roll please) It’s also
“an Ashkenazic
occupational name
for a fisherman from
the Yiddish ‘fisher’ “.

You have to know,
that despite my long-
time addiction to
sports, and being a
man for all seasons
for whom there are
no breaks in the
schedule, I rarely
idolized pro athletes,
but I was for the most
part fascinated by our
messengers, the
members of the
media. 

If you have, for lo
these many years,
watched Hockey
Night in Canada’s
Montreal Canadiens
telecasts, or been at
the Winnipeg arena,
or read his columns
in Montreal publica-
tions, you are no
doubt familiar with
the man named Red. 

How could you

not, when the Montreal born scribe holds
the distinction of being the longest-serving
beat writer ever covering an NHL hockey
team? Fisher began his trade in 1954 with
the Montreal Star as their hockey writer
and assistant sports editor. Approximately
one year later he was the newspaper’s
columnist. 

Fifteen year’s after that Red was named
the Star’s sports editor, but under the con-
dition that he continue covering his
beloved Canadiens. When the Star closed
its doors, he moved to the editor’s desk at
the Montreal Gazette where, naturally, he
continued to cover Les Canadiens’ until
this June 8th’s retirement announcement
became official. 

Awards? Oh yes, he’s had a few. Three times he won the Canadian
National Newspaper Award. In 1985 Fisher became a member of the
Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto where a special section of media hon-
ourees is set aside for his ilk, such as well known sports writers Jim
Matheson of the Edmonton Journal, Eric Duhatschek of the Calgary
Herald and Michael Farber (Jewish) of Sports Illustrated. 

In 1999, Red received further koved when he gained entrance as an
honoree into the International Jewish Sports Hall of Fame. He is listed in
the “Pillar of Achievement” section that is set aside for men and women
who have made significant contributions to the world community
through sports. 

If you are a follower of most North American sports, you will doubtless
recognize other Jewish entrants’ names such as: Maury Allen, Ira Berkow,
Murray Chass, Marty Glickman, Jerome Holtzman, Bill Stern, Shirley
Povich, Sid Halter (football), Irving Ungerman (boxing), and Al Schacht
(baseball). 

In his many decades as a reporter, there were few, if any, who could
match the alert and clever Fisher in that he had many connections and
was far too sharp to be scooped by others on the beat; especially about
anything newsworthy from inside the dressing room of Les Canadiens. 

Red was respected and trusted by both French and English players at
the Forum. I recall once reading that on occasion a player could hardly
wait until the morning paper was out on the streets to learn from Fisher
as to how well he played the night before. The ultimate maven, I must
say. 
POST PATTER:

Hockey player and on-ice official HANNAH SHIFFMAN continues to
shine. Last year, among other awards, the then 17-year-old Grade Eleven
student at St. John’s Ravenscourt was named the first recipient from her
school to win the Top Defenceman in high school hockey award. During
her Grade Twelve year just completed, the accolades continue. She
received a Hockey Manitoba Canad Inns Scholarship for her involve-
ment with the Female Midget “AA” Titans as their captain, plus the Fred
Stevenson Award and scholarship for her involvement with the SJR Eagles
High School hockey team. That was followed by the Kenneth R. Stiles
Hockey Canada scholarship for female officiating, which is a national
award, and was again selected as an All-Star for both hockey teams. The
talented and charming young lady has also been accepted into
Engineering at the U of M and intends to play female junior hockey and
to continue refining her officiating skills. 

In addition to Manitoban BRENDAN LEIPSIC of the Portland
Winterhawks being selected by the Nashville Predators in the recent
NHL draft (89th), another Jewish player drafted was Oshawa Generals
netminder DANIEL ALTSHULLER (69th) by the Carolina Hurricanes. 

A number of readers have inquired about the story I wrote on May 30th
“Jockey with Jewish roots now riding at Assiniboia Downs.” I had also
wondered about TYLER KAPLAN’s whereabouts, because the 18-year-
old was to spend the racing season in Winnipeg this year. I contacted
Darren Dunn, the Chief Executive Officer at the track, and he discretely
explained that “Tyler changed his original plans to stay the entire meet as
it appears he was having some weight-related issues. My understanding
is that he is now at Northlands Park in Edmonton, but not in the capaci-
ty of a jockey.” Too bad – I was hoping to watch the likable teen-ager ride
this summer. Ironically, Tyler told me that his favorite ride in the US was
on a nag named Perfectionism, whom he rode to victory three times.
The Californian explained that the horse “ does everything you want
him to do, whether you want to go through or around the pack, he’s
the kind of horse who makes a jockey look good.” Unfortunately the
young jockey didn’t make himself look very good by not following the
racing commission’s rules at the Downs.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca

Rosen red faced as icon Red Fisher retires

OPEN DAILY   11 am - 9 pm

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

RED FISHER



By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
The Jewish month that has just begun is called Elul. Elul is the last

month of the year before Rosh Hashanah. There are a number of
important customs that are associated with this month.

Every morning of the month of Elul we sound the Shofar. This is a
reminder that Rosh-Hashanah, the day of Heavenly judgment, is
drawing near. The Shofar is a wake-up call to repentance, reminding
us to shape-up before the year is over.

Elul is the month of introspection and Teshuva, or repentance. In
preparation for Rosh Hashanah, when G-d judges each and every one
of His creations and determines “who is to live and who will not,” we
carefully reflect on our mode of life during that passed year.

It is similar to how a conscientious businessman will assess his busi-
ness at the end the financial year. He will try to pinpoint what com-
ponents of his business were productive and how he will strengthen
those activities. He will also try to determine which areas of business
were not successful and how he will change those activities to ones
that are more productive.

If all this is true about the material aspect of life, we should be all
the more conscientious regarding our spiritual welfare that constitutes
the real meaning and inner quality of our lives. As the year draws to a
close, we examine our Jewish lifestyle, discard the spiritually damag-
ing aspects and reinforce all that is meaningful and leads us to do

more Mitzvot.
It is customary to check the kosher status of one’s Mezuzot, Talit and

Tefillin during this month of Elul. We appeal to G-d’s compassion,
when we pray and ask for a healthy and prosperous New Year. It is
therefore only proper, that we, too, demonstrate compassion during
this month, by increasing our contributions to charity.

In many Sephardic Communities, people awaken very early each
morning of this month, for Selichot Prayers. Jews of East-European
background begin reciting Selichot from the Sunday morning that pre-
cedes Rosh Hashanah. We do the Selichot at least four days before
Rosh Hashanah, so that in a year such as this, when Rosh Hashanah
begins Sunday evening, we start saying Selichot from the Sunday
morning of the preceding week.

The translation of Selichot is “Forgiveness.” The Selichot prayers ask
forgiveness for our past mistakes and beseech G-d to grant us only
good and blessing.

One of the key days of this month is the 18th of Elul, called “Chai
Elul.” That day was the birthday of two spiritual giants whose teaching
impacted the lives of hundreds of thousands of Jews. The founder of
Chassidism, Rabbi Israel Baal-Shem-Tov was born on 18th of Elul. And
the very same day was the birthday of Rabbi Schneur Zalman, the
founder of Chabad-Lubavitch. Chassidism injects positivity and
warmth into Jewish life and that is also true about repentance.

Whereas in many circles, the notion of repentance evokes sorrow
and fear of divine retribution, Chassidic teaching stresses the wonder-
ful gift that Teshuva conveys; the ability to rise above our past and con-
nect to our souls with depth in a way that we had never thought was
possible.

Our generation has been called the generation of Teshuva. The
Hebrew word Teshuva means not only repentance, but also “Return.”
The Holocaust and upheavals of recent history brought about havoc
and disrupted the continuity of Jewish life. Our generation has seen a
return to Jewish roots. To a large extent, that enthusiasm and rejoicing
in the return of so many youth to Judaism, is the result of people con-
necting to Chassidic teaching – the “Chai” (life and joy) of Elul.
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Torah comment

Elul: This Jewish month

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, Aug. 24. Candle Lighting: 8:10. Mincha: 8:10. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 8:10.

Shabbat ends: 9:07.
Sunday Morning service: 9:00. Morning services: 8:00.
Mincha/maariv service for week of Aug. 26-30: 8:05.
Friday, August 31. Candle Lighting: 7:55. Mincha: 7:55. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 7:55.

Shabbat ends: 8:51.
Mincha/Maariv for Sept. 2-6: 7:45.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers tradition-

al Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is
saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Aug. 24 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting

8:10 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 25 - Shoftim - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 9:01 p.m.  Sunday, Aug. 26 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 27-Thursday, Aug. 30 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00

p.m.
Friday, Aug. 31 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting

7:55 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 1 - Ki Teitzei. Morning service 9:00 p.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 8:51 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 2 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 3 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 4-

Thursday, Sept. 6 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; phone 452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, August 24 - Morning Service 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 8:10 p.m.
Shabbat, August 25 - Parashat Shoftim - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan

6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:08 p.m.
Friday, August 31 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 7:56 p.m.
Shabbat, September 1 - Parashat Ki Tetzei - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan

6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 8:54 p.m.
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian Holidays

9:00 a.m. Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.

For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue
office.

HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG BEACH
In their new expanded synagogue building located at Camp Massad. Services every

Saturday morning only, commencing at 9:30 a.m. with Kiddush to follow. You are invited
to join us and enjoy an Egalitarian Shabbat service.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our

vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet Avenue).
Parshat - Shoftim Aug. 24 - 25 – Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00 p.m., Shacharit 9:30 a.m.,

Minchah, 7:50 p.m.,
Parshat - Ki Tetze Aug. 31 – Sept. 1 - Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00 p.m., Shacharit 9:30 a.m.,

Minchah, 7:35 p.m.,
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297
Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and
Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, August 24 at 8:10 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - SHOFTIM. Mincha Service

at 8:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:07 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 7:55 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, August 31 at 7:55 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

7:55 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - KI TEITZEI. Mincha Service

at 7:55 p.m. Shabbat ends at 8:51 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 7:40 p.m
Traditional Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue.
All Kabbalat Shabbat services in July and August are lay-led and begin at 6:15 p.m.
Aug. 24 - Ruthie Soudack Maman. Aug. 31 - Linda Freed.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.

GOLDIE SINGER
With deep sadness we

announce the passing of
Goldie Singer on July 29,
2012.  Born in Hoffer-
Sonnenfeld, Saskatch-
ewan on October 18,
1923. Goldie attended the
one room schoolhouse,
Dravland School in Sas-
katchewan and later in
rural Manitoba the Ulster

School and in Winnipeg, Issac Newton, King Edward
and St. John’s.

In her youth she worked at Gunn’s Bakery, which she
adored, along with the bagels and honey cake.  She got
her start in retail at Machray’s Department Store on
Main Street.  Many will remember Goldie from Holt
Renfrew where she worked for many years as a be-
loved buyer and saleswoman both in Vancouver and
Winnipeg.

After retiring, she continued her passion for traveling,
taking trips to Alaska, Israel, and Japan.  Her gift for
making crafts was evident from the knit afghan on her
couch to the hand embroidered pictures on her walls.
She loved tumbling rocks for jewellry making at the
Rock of Ages club and took knitting and quilting
classes at the Historic Bleak House. Goldie was the
eldest of six children.

She leaves behind brothers Sam Singer of Winnipeg,
Joe Singer of Toronto and sister Ethel Tennenhouse of
Victoria.  Jack Singer and Rose Hendler predeceased
her.  She will be lovingly remembered by her many
nieces and nephews: Gary, Esther, Sheila, Micky,
Aaron, Rachel, Murray, Leah and Aaron and all of their
children.

Goldie cherished her friends and there were many,
with gratitude to Fay Micay and John Speidel and
family for their long friendship and kindness.  Also,
many thanks to all at the former Sharon Home and at
the Simkin Centre.  A livelong volunteer, Goldie
served at organizations such as St. John’s Ambulance.

A graveside burial took place July 31st at Hebrew
Sick with Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves presiding.
Many thanks to pall bearers Yale Singer, Mark Singer,
Harry Singer, Murray Singer, Earl Singer and Herb
Singer and honorary pall bearer Sam Swirsky.  Dona-
tions to charities of your choice are appreciated.

MARSHALL ERNEST HAID
On Wednesday, Au-

gust 1, 2012, Marshall
Ernest Haid passed away
suddenly and unexpect-
edly, at the age of 75, at
Seven Oaks Hospital.
Marshall is survived by
his wife and soul mate
Elba Haid, daughter Lara
Secord-Haid and his furry

friend Einstein. Also surviving him are his children
from a previous marriage, Phillip (Susan) Haid, Erin
(Paul) Essiembre, Darcy (Dieter) Brunning-Haid and
grand-children, Daniel and Jacob Haid, Amélie Haid-
Essiembre, and Misha and Gino Brunning-Haid.
Marshall is also survived by brothers, Harry (Elspeth)
and Sydney (Judy) and numerous nieces and nephews.
Marshall was predeceased by his infant son Euro, his
father Phillip and his beloved mother Rose.

Marshall was born on November 8, 1936 and grew
up in south Winnipeg. He graduated from Architecture
from the University of Manitoba and received his
Masters in Architecture in Stockholm, Sweden. It was
during his time in Sweden that his love for modern,
avante garde designs grew, although he also won
numerous awards for restoring heritage buildings. His
architectural designs can be found throughout Winni-
peg and Manitoba and include schools, hospitals, of-
fice buildings and private residences. All are a testa-
ment to his creativity and design excellence for which
Marshall received many awards including the Pre-
mier’s Award for Design Excellence in 1982 and
Preservation Awards for Excellence from Heritage
Winnipeg in 1987 and 1989. Marshall was a principal
of Haid, Haid Donner which was the largest architec-
tural practise in the province of Manitoba at that time,
and then went on to be the owner of Marshall Haid
Associates. Marshall had to wind down his architec-
tural practice due to ill health after practicing for 46
years. During that time, he served as a council member
of the Manitoba Association of Architects from 1970 to
1976 and as association president in 1972 and 1974.

When Marshall was not practicing architecture he
used his talents to create art, jewellery and writing as
well as to support Manitoba’s arts community. He
served on the boards of the Winnipeg Art Gallery and
Manitoba Arts Council and was a faithful patron of
Manitoba Opera, the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre,
Winnipeg Symphony, and Canadian Human Rights
Museum. Marshall was also proud of his Jewish herit-
age and supported the Winnipeg Jewish community.
Marshall had a love for opera that was handed down
from his mother Rose and he was ecstatic that his
daughter Lara was pursuing a career in said field.
Marshall’s love for people was only surpassed by how
much people loved him in return. His legion of admir-
ers included his friends from childhood, his peers and
the many friends, both young and old, that he made
over his lifetime.

Special thanks to Dr. John Rabson who helped to
keep a heart of gold beating for decades. Also to Dr.
Sean Armstrong who made a valiant effort to give
Marshall his new lease on life. Also many thanks to the
Renal Departments at the Health Sciences Centre and
Seven Oaks Hospital. Also special thanks to his many
caregivers, including Valerie who was there until the
end as well as Angela Pollett who kept him in line the
past six years.

Marshall’s funeral took place on Friday, August 3 at
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, followed by burial at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery, with Rabbi Allan Green
officiating. Shiva was observed at 111 Grenfell Blvd.
His honourary pallbearers were Donald Bass, John
Michaels, Herbert Liffman, Garth Grieder and Doug
Locheed. Pallbearers were Campbell Mackie, Earl
Golden, Murray Blankstein, Arthur Liffman, Israel
Ludwig and Dr. Jeremy Rose.

Marshall, your memory will live on in all your family
and friends. We love you. Donations can be made to
Canadian Human Rights Museum, Manitoba Opera
Endowment Fund, or to the Winnipeg Art Gallery.

ROBERT MARTIN RUSKIN
January 1, 1936 - August 6, 2012

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing
of our beloved husband, father and papa, Robert (Bob)
Ruskin on Monday, August 6 at Riverview Health
Centre at the age of 76. Left to cherish his memory are
his loving wife Rivian, his children Kayla (Neil) Dawson
and Eileen Ruskin, and his grandsons Cole Dawson
(fiance Jessica) and Blair Dawson and many nieces and
nephews. Bob was predeceased by his parents Clonie
and Ella Ruskin and his brother Gerald (Sharon de-
ceased).

Bob was born and raised in Winnipeg, and for the
most part was involved in retail sales for his working
life. He was a kind and gentle person who enjoyed
being with family and friends.

We give special thanks to Dr. Dawn-Lynn McTaggart
for the care given to Bob, and especially these last few
months. As well we thank the homecare workers that
took care of Bob and a special thank you to the doctors,
nurses and staff on 3E of Riverview Health Centre.

Graveside service was held August 8 at Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery officiated by Rabbi Neal Rose. Pall-
bearers were Neil Dawson, Cole Dawson, Blair Dawson,
Marshall Ruskin, Bill Ruskin and Arthur Chapman.
Honourary Pallbearers were Hal Rubin, Barrie
Wiseman, Walter Saltzberg and Al McGregor. Dona-
tions may be made to: CancerCare Manitoba Founda-
tion; Heart and Stroke Foundation of Manitoba or
Riverview Health Centre Foundation.

RANDY MINUK
It is with deep sadness

that his family announces
the passing of Randy
Minuk on August 10,
2012, after a long battle
with pancreatic cancer at
the age of 57 years.

Randy graduated from
the University of Mani-
toba with a degree in law
in 1977, and was called to
the bar in 1978.  Shortly
thereafter, Randy opened

his own law practice as a criminal defence lawyer.
Randy earned his reputation as a lawyer who fought
hard for his clients and treated them with respect and
compassion.  Since he began as a young independent
lawyer himself, Randy saw the importance of and took
pride in mentoring young lawyers.  Joined by his wife
Linda, Randy expanded his law practice by forming
Minuk Law Partners.

His passion for law extended beyond work. Randy
enjoyed television shows based on court room drama,
and legal thrillers, novels and movies. Randy loved to
discuss hot button legal issues.  He was always con-
cerned about people’s legal and human rights in and
outside of the court room.

Randy liked to spend his summers with family in
Gimli at the cottage. He was an avid runner and was
commonly seen running through the streets of Loni
Beach, Gimli, on Wellington Crescent or with his
many friends at the Rady Centre.  He loved going to
Florida in the winter with his family where he had
many good friends.

What stood out most about Randy to the people that
knew him was his quick sense of humour and ability to
connect with others. Randy loved people. It did not
matter who you were or what you did, as Randy treated
you with respect and always took the time to talk.
Randy had many good life long friends and his loyalty
to them was legendary. He was a wonderful, kind and
loving husband; devoted father, adoring son, wonder-
ful big brother, uncle and nephew who built a life
around the love for his family.  He also had close
relationships with his many cousins and he used to say
that his aunts and uncles were like parents to him.

Above all, Randy was devoted to his wife and two
children.

Randy volunteered  in the community, as a board
member of the Rady Jewish Community Centre,  was
a committee member of the “Y” Annual Sports Dinner,
and worked at Shalom Square at Folklorama for nu-
merous years.

Randy was predeceased by his mother Lola, his
grandparents, his father’s second wife Marian, uncles
Hy Sirkis, Julius Minuk, Bill Minuk, Keppy Steiman,
Lawrence Racklin, Jack Sklover, aunt Elaine Sklover
and cousins Mark Steiman and Debbie Sirkis.

Randy is survived by his loving wife Linda of 23
years and daughters Leigh and Lana, his father Bert,
brothers Harvey and Earl, and nieces and nephews
Laura, Ainsley, Erin, Melissa, Alyssa, Brooke, Andrew,
Everett and Campbell.  He is also survived by Marian’s
children Alan (Ronit) Keith and Leah (Meir)
Gelfenstein.

The family would like to thank Cantor Tracey Kasner-
Greaves for her assistance and wonderful words and
guidance, pallbearers Howard Kideckel, Barry Sinder,
Ken Einhorn, Ian Goldstine, Bill Sklover and Ron
Barsky.  We would also thank, Dr. Jeremy Lipschitz,
“the quarterback”; Dr. R. McWilliams of the Mayo
clinic and the Palliative care team; Drs. Gingrich
(CCM), Crawford and Crow, and nurses Rachael and
Louise for their assistance.

In Randy’s honour, donations can be made to The
Randy Minuk Memorial Fund c/o Philanthropy, Uni-
versity of Manitoba, 179 Extended Education Com-
plex, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2N2

Funeral services took place Monday, August 13th,
2012 at the Etz Chaim Synagogue.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

RICHARD TAPPER

wish to thank family and friends for their

kind support, sympathy cards, shiva meals

and generous donations. Your

thoughtfulness will always be remembered.

The Tapper family
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

AUGUST 22

Unveiling

The family of the late

JACK

SCHNOOR
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, September 2, 2012
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Hebrew Sick Cemetery

The family of the late

GYTA NEPOM
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, August 26, 2012
at 10:00 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling
The family of the late

ELEANOR &

MANLY LEVIN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to their
loving memory on

Sunday, August 26, 2012
at 3:30 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Area 4, Sec. H, Row 8

Unveiling

The family of the late

HARVEY
KIMELMAN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Tuesday, August 28, 2012
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

The family of the late

BABE
HERSHFIELD

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, September 2, 2012
at 12:30 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Area 4, Sec. H

Unveiling

The family of the late

JOE
SILVERBERG

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, September 2, 2012
at 1:00 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

In loving memory of our
father, grandfather, and

great-grandfather

JACK BARISH
who passed away
August 24th, 1988

11 Days in Elul
Corresponding to
August 29, 2012

Gone is the face we loved so dear.
Silent is the voice we loved to hear.
Remembering you is easy.
We do it every day.
Missing you is the hardest part
As the pain never goes away.
No longer in our lives to share.
But in our hearts forever there.
— Your loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

24th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH GERSHON

KAPLAN
who passed away
August 21, 1966
5 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory

KERRY
KLUNER

who passed away
August 30th, 2001

11 Days in Elul
What we once enjoyed and deeply
loved, we can never lose, for all
that we love deeply becomes a part
of us.
Your are forever in our hearts.
— Your loving wife, children,
mother, brothers and family.

In Memoriam

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CARRIE
MASLOVE
who passed away
August 26, 1982

We will always cherish your
memory.
— Lovingly, your nieces,
nephews and their families.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYLVIA MIRIAM

POLLOCK
who passed away
August 31, 2011
2 Days in Elul

Forever loved and missed.
— Your loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZORA STERN
who passed away
August 25, 2001
6 Days in Elul

We will always love and
remember you.
—Your husband Walter, son
Lewis and wife Debbie,
grandson Max and
granddaughter Sawyer, and
son David and wife Marsha
and grandsons Zev, Nathan
and Jason.

In Memoriam

4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEONARD B.

WIENER
who passed away
September 7, 2008

7 days in Elul
— Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Arlene, daughter Robyn, son
Mark (Lorie), stepchildren
Stuart (Denise) Selyna
(Doug), grandchildren
Caitlyn, Jessica, Jared and
Zachary and family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX ZAMICK
who passed away
August 28, 1983

The passage of twenty-nine
years is but a twinkle in time.
Cherished memories are
eternal.
With love always - wife Clara,
daughters Fern (Alex) &
Sandra (Rob) & grandson
Matthew.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARTIN LEVITT
who passed away
August 16, 2011

— Lovingly remembered and
greatly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren

The family of the late

CLAIRE
SCHWARTZWALD

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Tuesday, September 4, 2012
at 1:00 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling
LOTTIE SINAISKY

Lottie Sinaisky passed
away July 28, 2012 at the
age of 96.

She will be sadly
missed by her children
Rissa and Sydney
(Tobye), daughter-in-law
Pat, grandchildren Adam,
Michael (Krista), Shaun,
Daniel, Ashley, Kelly and
Jessica, great grand-
daughter Vivienne and
sisters-in-law Jeanette
and Olive. Lottie was pre-
deceased by her husband
of 67 years, Aaron, son

Howard, son-in-law Bernie, granddaughter Sari and
brothers Norman, Dave and Monty.

Lottie had golden hands and was known for the many
afghans, sweaters and slippers she knit for family,
friends and charities. She also sewed and did altera-
tions up until her passing and made beautiful needle
point pictures.

Lottie was eager to feed anyone who came into her
home, quick to offer a slice of lemon pie or her famous
‘nothings’. Her gefilte fish, a treasured family recipe,
may never be replicated and was sought after in secrecy
by other families who preferred her recipe to their own.

Graveside services were held July 30 at the Hebrew
Sick Cemetery, officiated by Tracy Kastner.

The family of the late

SHIRLEY
PAWLOW

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, August 26, 2012
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. HENRY
FAINTUCH
who passed away

September 18, 2000
18 Days in Elul, 5760

Always inspiring
Always loving

Never forgotten
by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUBY
HOFFMAN
who passed away

September 17, 2005
13 Days in Elul

You are always on our minds
and forever in our hearts

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
daughter-in-law and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL

KORMAN
who passed away
September 5, 1974

18 Days in Elul
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by his loving family.

— Ever remembered by your children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

LEIBLE ANTEL

August 11, 1987
16 Days in Av

VITTEL ANTEL

September 27, 1987
4 Days in Tishrei

who passed away

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

MAX LEIBL
who passed away

September 22, 1978
20 Days in Elul

LIL LEIBL
who passed away

September 14, 1981
15 Days in Elul

In Memoriam

MORRIS
LIBERMAN

In loving memory of our dear mother and father

MARY (Mishke)

LIBERMAN

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

who passed away
August 25, 1988
12 Days in Elul

who passed away
September 4, 1980

23 Days in Elul

In loving memory of our mother and father (Baba and Zaida)

— Forever living in our hearts. Sandi and David and families.

JANET SHAFFER
who passed away

September 21, 1991
14 Days in Tishrei

LOUIS SHAFFER
who passed away

September 14, 1984
17 Days in Elul

In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

AUGUST 29

In Memoriam

DR. SIDNEY
BLUMENTHAL

13th Elul, 5738
He was a beloved man.
—Always remembered by
Rochelle, Susan, Heather,
Brian and Jennifer, extended
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA
SAPERSTEIN

who passed away
August 24, 1991
13 Days in Elul

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

BERTHA
SCHWARTZ
the loving wife of the
Late Harry Schwartz

who passed away
September 6, 2009

17 days in Elul
You live on in our memory
and in our hearts forever.

— Sadly missed by her sons,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DINA KAPLAN
who passed away

September 16, 1989
17 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLOTTE
KARR

who passed away
September 12, 2008

12 Days in Elul
— With fondest memories of a
wonderful life.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JUDGE EDWIN

KIMELMAN
who passed away
September 2, 2007

Just as you were you will always stay
Loved and remembered every day
— Your loving wife Zel,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IZZY LANK
who passed away
August 28, 1961
16 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his sons and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY STERN
who passed away
August 23, 2004
6 Days in Elul

— Always and forever loved
and remembered by his wife
Hilda, children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and many friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HERSZEL

WARSHAWSKY
who passed away

7 Days in Elul
September 11, 2005

Always in our hearts.
— Forever remembered by his
loving wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

PHILIP WEISS
Survivor and Witness

Husband, Father,
Zaida, Brother

who passed away
September 3, 2008

3 Days in Elul

Forever remembered with
love and admiration by his
children, Francie and Eric,
Beverly and Bryan, his
grandchildren Abby, Jill,
Richard, Erin, Evan, Michael
and Lainie, his brother Leo
and sister-in-law  Evelyn,
and his nieces and nephews.



By BEN SALES 
TEL AVIV (JTA) – The controversy had sparked a nation-

al debate, raucous protests in the streets and the collapse
of a historic government. That came in the months after
the Israeli Supreme Court had nullified a law exempting
haredi Orthodox Israelis from military service and given
the government until Aug. 1 to draft a replacement law. 

More than one week after the law’s implementation, the
Israel Defense Forces has yet to encounter any significant
problems in putting haredi men through the draft process,
according to a military source with knowledge of the issue. 

The IDF had no official comment on the new process. 
In previous weeks, thousands of haredim had gathered

in the streets, holding protest signs declaring that they
would rather spend their lives in prison than serve in the
“Zionist army.” Another protest in Tel Aviv declared that
secular Israelis, who had always served, would no longer
be “suckers.”  But political stalemate won out. No law
was passed and a broad government coalition created to
solve this issue broke up. 

The day before the Aug. 1 deadline, Defense Minister
Ehud Barak sent out a news release stating that the IDF
had one month to formulate guidelines on haredi military
service that would accord with the Military Service Law
of 1986, which subjects haredim to the same
service requirements as all other Jewish
Israelis. Haredim have been subject to the
law since Aug. 1, and will be until the
Knesset passes a new law on haredi service. 

Under the 1986 law, 18-year-old haredi
boys – until now exempt from the military
draft while studying in a yeshiva – are eligi-
ble for the draft; their summons may come
even before their 18th birthday. The penalty
for refusing the summons: three years in
prison. 

The law includes a clause on religious
exemptions from military service for women
who observe Shabbat and keep kosher, but
they do not apply to men. Men up to the age
of 26 may be drafted, haredi or not. 

Now haredi men born in 1994 and 1995
are or soon will be undergoing competency
tests in math, Hebrew and general knowl-
edge, as would any draftee. The first language
of many haredim is Yiddish, not Hebrew, and
their schools do not focus on math or gener-
al studies. 

The military source could not give any
details on the formulation of guidelines for
haredi enlistment, but said the monthlong
period was granted in part to allow the army
time to prepare for absorbing thousands of
haredi soldiers. 

According to Haaretz, there are 54,000
haredi men of enlistment age who have not
served in the IDF. 

But even as the protests have died down,
observers on both sides of the issue do not
expect the controversy to be solved or a new
law to be passed anytime soon. 

“Right now there’s not a general feeling that
something major is going to happen because of
the political consternation,” said Rabbi Jonathan
Rosenblum, a columnist for Mishpacha maga-
zine, a major haredi publication. 

Rosenblum, of Jerusalem, said that when
the coalition broke up, “the sense of panic
diminished considerably” in the haredi
world. 

Although the Military Service Law is in
effect, Rosenblum was not worried that any
of his seven sons, including a 17-year-old,
would be putting on a uniform. Would the
IDF be “subjecting them to military trial and
imprisonment? No, I don’t think so,” he said.
“I don’t think the government has a plan.
There was nobody who was talking about
putting people in jail.” 

During government negotiations on a new
law on the matter last month, the major pro-
posals suggested fines for draft dodging,

while others eschewed the idea of personal penalties. 
A leading official in Hiddush, an Israeli organization

that advocates for religious pluralism and equality, also
does not expect new legislation – and a haredi draft with
teeth – to move forward soon, despite his best hopes. 

“The government won’t draft one yeshiva student,” said
Shahar Ilan, Hiddush’s vice president. “The government
isn’t doing anything. “This is a huge violation of the law.” 

Ilan said that though most of the Knesset wants to see a
new law enacted, no one is willing take the necessary
political risks. 

“Netanyahu does not want to hurt the haredi parties” in
his coalition, Ilan said. “There’s a majority for a mandato-
ry draft but it’s theoretical because the parties that support
a mandatory draft are not ready to break up the govern-
ment for it.” 

Rosenblum said that even were such a law to pass, the
IDF would not have the resources or will to absorb so
many haredi youth, whose strict observance of Jewish law
puts them in special circumstances. 

“There’s no way in the world that the vast majority of
haredi boys are going to go into mixed units,” he said.
“There’s no way in the world that the army is going to put
in place haredi-accommodating units within 30 days.” 
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At the start of haredi draft, no significant problems – or optimism 

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar, Voice &
Violin Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.2

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.
Balc., pool, heated undergrd.

parking, on bus route.
Contact
453-5178

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post &

News

Call 694-3332

for information.

Palm Springs - Condo
Near downtown, located in

Biltmore Phase #1
(street level - no stairs)
Master bdr, plus bath,

plus second bdr with bath.
Well kept area close to pool,

friendly neighbors,
kosher kitchen
Avail Nov.-May

$1900/month U.S.
e-mail nstill4402@aol.com

Phone 763-374-4043

CONDO FOR RENT

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISADORE (RED)

MATCHAN
who passed away
August 29, 1999
17 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Lil, children
and grandchildren.

13th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ABIE

ROSENBERG
who passed away
September 6, 1998

16 Days in Elul
Absent from our lives
Forever in our hearts
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by Pearl,
Brenda, Michelle z’l, Cindy,
Naomi z’l and their families.

2nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERY
ROSENBLOOM

who passed away
August 27, 2010

17 Elul
Always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed by his wife
Sally, children: Morley, Mary
Ann, Judy and Mark.
Grandchildren: Tobi, Ben,
Dan, David, Erin, Naomi and
great-granddaughter, Anne.
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High Holy Days Uplift and Inspire 
at Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun

Join us at Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun for High Holy Day services that
are explanatory and meaningful, conducted in a warm and wel-
coming atmosphere. In addition to the main sanctuary service, we
offer other opportunities to experience Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. Interactive discussion and study groups take place
throughout the day, led by Rabbi Ari Ellis and members of the
community.

As always, Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun will provide complimentary
babysitting, junior congregation, and programs designed especial-
ly for children and teens. 

Chazan Yaacov Orzech will serve as our cantor for all High Holy
Day services once again this year. Chazan Orzech, originally from
London, England, studied Bel Canto singing with the late
Benvenuto Finneli, (principal tenor with the Sadlers Wells Opera
Company), and chazzanut with Naftali Herstik of Israel. In 1980,
he joined the world renowned London Jewish Male Choir, and
served as chazan at the South Tottenham District Synagogue.
Chazan Orzech moved to Montreal and became chazan at the
Young Israel of Chomedey. He subsequently moved to Vancouver,
where he served as chazan for over sixteen years at the Schara
Tzedeck Congregation. His beautiful voice and melodies will lift
our prayers. 

Be inspired this year at Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun! Call the shul
office at 489-6262, or email reception@herzlia.org to reserve your
place with us. Synagogue members in good standing at any syna-
gogue will receive membership pricing on all High Holy Day
seats. 

May G-d inscribe us all for a year filled with good health, pros-
perity and peace. 

By BERNIE BELLAN
Adeena Karasick is a poet, cultural theorist and the critically acclaimed

author of seven books of poetry and poetic theory. Her writing has been
described as “electricity in language” and noted for its “cross-fertilization of
punning and knowing, theatre and theory”. Karasick is a featured poet on the
Heart of a Poet series and is the winner of the MPS Mobile Award, recogniz-
ing her as being the world’s first “Mobile Poet”.

Karasick was born in Winnipeg and grew up in Vancouver. (Apparently,

Winnipeg-born poet and author Adeena Karasick to present at McNally Robinson
Adeena’s father, Ken,
dated my older sister,
Ruth, while her grand-
parents, Ben and
Irene, were good
friends with – and
next-door neighbours
to my late aunt and
uncle, Julie and Irvin
Margolese).

In an e-mail sent to
us, Karasick noted that
she “did her BA at
UBC; Masters at York
in Toronto; and Ph.D
in Montreal on
Kabbalah and Derrida
(looking at the inter-
section between
Kabbalistic and post-
structural and feminist hermeneutics.” Karasick also studied
at Machon Alte Yeshivah in Sefad, Israel. 

Karasick taught for ten years at St. John’s University and
now teaches at Fordham University in New York City, focus-
ing on pop culture and media studies.

“This Poem” is Karasick’s first book-length poem.
According to the media release issued by McNally

Robinson, “ ‘This Poem’ is an ironic investigation of contem-
porary culture and the technomedia-saturated world in which
we are enmeshed. Composed in the style of Facebook
updates and extended Tweets, Karasick’s sixth explosive col-
lection is a self-reflexive romp through the fragments of post-
consumerist culture, opening itself with provocative immedi-
acy to the otherness of daily carnage while interrogating the
tradition of the Canadian long poem.”

ADEENA KARASICK
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SIX DEGREES (NO BACON)/
JEWISH CELEBRITY ROUNDUP

Natalie Portman’s Jewish wedding, Lollapalooza
coming to Israel, Dr. Ruth’s Olympic urges 

By Six Degrees (No Bacon)
Staff 

NEW YORK (6NoBacon)
– Mazel tov to Natalie
Portman! The Oscar-win-
ning Jewish starlet tied the
knot Aug. 11 with Benjamin
Millepied, whom she met
while rehearsing for the
blockbuster “Black Swan.”
In a small ceremony that
took place on the California
cost under the stars, the two
exchanged vows as they
were both wrapped in tallits
under a chupah. That
Millepied is not Jewish did
not stop him from breaking
the glass, to everyone’s col-
lective cheer of “Mazel tov!” Despite the late hour, the newly-
weds’ 14-month-old son, Aleph, was in attendance – along with
famous guests including Diane Sawyer, Ivanka Trump and
Macaulay Culkin. The wedding was completely vegan, per
Portman’s current diet, and there wasn’t even a wedding cake, just
French macaroons, to honor Millepied’s home country. To add to
the Jewish-French theme, the guests enjoyed a 20-minute hora
dance where the bride and groom were lifted on their chairs, and
guests later received wildflower seeds in a bag with the French
writing, “Merci.” 

Lollapalooza is coming to Israel 
The popular music festival Lollapalooza will make its next inter-

national stop at the Yarkon Park in Tel Aviv next summer. Founder
Perry Farrell, of the popular ’90s band “Jane’s Addiction,” said in a
statement that Tel Aviv was chosen because on a recent visit there
he found an “international music community that listens to every-
thing we all listen to, but the artists weren’t traveling there so it was
an opportunity.” Farrell created the festival in 1991 as a farewell
tour for his band; it has been held in various locations throughout
North America, with the festival now being held regularly in
Chicago. In addition, an international expansion brought the festi-
val this year to Santiago, Chile and Sao Paulo, Brazil. Farrell
described Tel Aviv as a “sexy city,” adding: “Talk about the after
party!” 

Kravitz says ‘Shalom’ 
Another musician making his way to

Tel Aviv is Lenny Kravitz, who will per-
form there in October. To promote the
concert, Kravitz, born to a Jewish father,
reached out to Israeli fans with a video,
in which he used the oldest trick in the
book – proclaiming a Hebrew word,
which not surprisingly was “Shalom.” 

Dr. Ruth does her thing 
with Olympic tweets

Famed sexologist Dr. Ruth Westheimer
offered her own brand of commentary to
the Olympic fenzy. In a series of tweets,
Dr. Ruth urged followers to take advan-
tage of the games for, well, you know.
“Olympics is all about young perfect bod-
ies exercising in skimpy outfits. It should
turn you on!” she exclaimed in one tweet.
In another, she wrote: “The original
Olympics were performed in the nude so
why not watch them the old-fashioned
way, naked.” 

(For more Jewish celebrity news, visit
6nobacon.com <http://6nobacon.com/> ,

BENJAMIN MILLEPIED and
NATALIE PORTMAN

DR. RUTH
WESTHEIMER

LENNY KRAVITZ

ew @ The New Shul of Winnipeg 

Celebrate the High Holy Days with The New Shul!  We offer relevant, meaningful 
services for everyone, at an affordable cost.  You do not need to purchase a 
membership to join us for the High Holy Days, but if you choose to join, tickets for 
adults and their children under 18 are included!  And since no holiday is complete 

 

Rosh HaShanah Luncheon Menu 

Apples and Honey 
Butternut Squash Soup with Spiced Crème Fraiche 

Breaded Pickerel with House Tartar Sauce, or 
Three Grain risotto with Pan roasted Mushrooms, Vanilla Foam 

Baby Roast Potatoes 
Buttered Green Beans 

Lemon Tart with Raspberry Coulis 
Mrs. Rachel (Szternfeld) Goldstein's Honey Cake,  
lovingly recreated by the chefs at the Fort Garry! 

Rosh HaShanah  
                                          

Vegetables & Dip, Spaghetti & Tomato Sauce, Ice Cream & Chocolate Sauce 
 

Break the Fast Buffet Menu 

Fresh Fruit 
Fresh Vegetables with Dip 

Grilled Mediterranean Vegetables 
Aged Cheddar, Baby Greens, Tomato & Red Pepper Mayonnaise Sandwiches 

Tuna Salad in Spinach Wraps 
Egg Salad Sandwiches 
House Baked Cookies 
Coffee, Tea & Juices 

Mrs. Rachel (Szternfeld) Goldstein's Honey Cake  

For those who would like to have a meal prepared under supervision, we have arranged to have meals 
prepared in advance by Desserts Plus (VKW).  Please order and prepay for all meals through The New 

Shul no later than September 10th for Rosh HaShanah and September 20th for the Break Fast. 
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SCHEDULE OF ROSH HASHANAH AND  

YOM KIPPUR SERVICES 
 

       
Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, September  16 
Mincha/Ma’ariv Services   6:00 p.m. 
1st Day of Rosh Hashanah, Monday, September 17 
Morning Service       8:30 a.m. 
Shofar Service   10:15 a.m. 
Mincha following services 
Tashlich following services 
 

2nd Day of Rosh Hashanah, Tuesday, September  18 
Morning Service       8:30 a.m. 
Shofar Service                 10:15 a.m. 
Rosh Hashanah Ends                 8:15  p.m. 

THE ROSE FAMILY  

  HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES 
This service emphasizes participation, spirituality and a  

creative approach to traditional prayer and ritual.   
Rabbi Neal and Carol Rose will officiate, once again, 

 in the upgraded Junior Auditorium.  
  

 
  

 

1st day of Rosh Hashanah, Monday, September 17 9:30 a.m. 
2nd day of Rosh Hashanah, Tuesday, September 18 9:30 a.m. 
Kol Nidre, Wednesday, September 25  6:30 p.m. 
Yom Kippur, Thursday,  September 26               10:00 a.m. 
Yizkor Workshop      4:00 p.m. 
Mincha/ Ne’ilah Service    5:30 p.m. 
Yom Kippur Ends                    7:55 p.m. 

Torah Reader  

Leon Berger 
  

Mr. Berger has served as  
Ba’al Kriyah for over 20 
y e a r s ,  a n d  f o r 
Congregation Etz Chayim 
since 2002. Not only does 
Mr. Berger enjoy reading 
the Torah, but he also 
enjoys discussing the 
readings with the members 
of the congregation.  

 

 

Spiritual Leader 
 Rabbi Larry Lander  

 

    Rabbi Lander was born in Calgary, 
Alberta and holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of Manitoba 
as well as a Bachelor of Social Work, 
and a Master of Social Work from the 
University of Alberta.  Rabbi Lander has 
served a Senior Rabbi at Congregation 
Etz Chayim for the past five years.  He is 
married to Arlene Davis and together 
they have 5 children and 3 grandchildren 

Cantor  
Tracy Kasner Greaves 

Kol Nidre, Tuesday, September 25 
Kol Nidre Service   6:30 p.m. 
Yom Kippur Day, Wednesday, September 26 
Morning Service     9:00 a.m. 
Yizkor Memorial Service  11:00 a.m. 
Mincha-Ne’ilah Services    6:00 p.m. 
Yom Kippur Fast Ends    7:55  p.m. 

Seats may be purchased in the synagogue office. 

For information and to register your children 

for our youth services, please call 589-6305. 

JUNIOR CONGREGATION 
 

Congregation Etz Chayim is holding children’s  
services for High Holy Days.    

 

The four services are as follows: 

     Ages 2 to 5 years, Grades 1 & 2 

Grades 3 & 4, Grades 5 to 7 
 

Services will run from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on both 

days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur Day 

 

 

 

 Annual Memorial Service    

 Sunday, September 9  

 11:00 a.m. 
 
 

 It is customary, when possible, to visit the 
graves of our loved ones during the period  
leading up to the High Holy Days.  In keeping 
with the tradition, our Annual Memorial Service 
will be held on Sunday, September 9 at 11:00 
a.m. at the Directory & Meditation Area of Rosh 
Pina Memorial Park. 
   Please call 589-6305 to arrange for seats.   

Choral Director,  

   Lina Streltsov 

 Rachel Steindel 
 William Pitch 

 Cheryle  

   Freedman  

 Ilana Shapira  Sarah Sommer 

Elliot Lazar  

 Arthur Liffmann 

Grant Goldberg  

 David Vamos 

Rafi Hoult  

 

Congregation Etz Chayim High Holy Day Choir 

         

     Last November, Congregation Etz 
Chayim welcomed Dr. Turkienicz as 
our Scholar in Residence.  She brought 
the Torah to life for those who were 
fortunate enough to have attended.   
     Rachel resides in Toronto and is a 

consultant for various Jewish Day Schools and is 
academically on university faculties.  She is a 
newspaper columnist, radio panelist and television 
host and producer 

 

Schedule of Events 

Friday, September 7 

5:30 p.m.  Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
6:00 p.m.  Shabbat Dinner** 

Adults  $26.00   Children (5 to 12)  $10.00 
Children 4 and under  free 
 

**Dinner reservations must be made at (204)589-6305 or at 
info@etzchayim.ca  by Tuesday, September 4  
Following Dinner Dr. Turkienicz will speak on 

 

  Mussar: The Jewish Stress Reliever  
The study of ancient Jewish ethics can heal the  

world and ourselves in the process 

Saturday, September 8 

9:00 a.m.  Shabbat Morning Services 
Dr. Turkienicz will give the D’var Torah 
 
Selichot: Saturday,  September 8th  at 8:30 p.m. 

Dr. Turkienicz presents “Grandparents: The 

Unsung Heroes of Judaism” 
 

Refreshments will be served 
 

Selichot Service following program 
 

For planning purposes call the office at (204)

589-6305   

 
Scholar In Residence Weekend September 7-8  

 

 Tracy trained for 13 years at 
the Manitoba Conservatory of 
Music & Arts with Diane 
Berger.  She studied cantorial 
music under the director of 
Cantor Stafford Cohn.  She is 
a graduate of the University of 
W i n n i p e g  E d u c a t i o n 
Department and is the Artistic 
Director of the Sara Sommer 
Chai Folk Ensemble.  Tracy is 
married to David Greaves and 
they have a daughter Nesya 
and a son Aaron 

Congregation Etz Chayim High Holy Days  5773 
123 Matheson Avenue East  589-6305 


