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What’s driving the sale of the building that 
houses the Gwen Secter Centre?

By BERNIE BELLAN
Amid all the hubbub over the looming

sale of the Gwen Secter Centre one basic
question hasn’t been answered: Why does
the National Council of Jewish Women
need to sell the building located at 1588
Main Street in the first place?

I’ve been attempting to get the answer to
that question for some time now – so far to
no avail. The Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre first opened its doors in 1986. In
2012, after the NCJW announced that the
building was going to be put up for sale, an
agreement was put in place between the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and the
NCJW whereby the Federation agreed to
provide $2500 a month to the NCJW in the
form of a recoverable loan. In return the
NCJW agreed to extend Gwen Secter’s
lease with the NCJW another two years – to
May, 2016. (The lease was set to expire in
May, 2014.)

The fact though is that for the past seven
years all the operating expenses at Gwen
Secter have been covered by the centre
itself. In an article written by Myron Love
and which appeared in the Sept. 5, 2012
issue of this newspaper, Myron wrote: “In
2009 though, the Winnipeg chapter of
NCJW experienced a serious funding short-
fall, the result of which was that the organi-
zation could no longer support the seniors
program.”

But the NCJW hadn’t been providing any
funding for Gwen Secter for years. In that
same article Myron also noted that “The
Gwen Secter Centre was forced to take on
responsibility for all of the building’s oper-
ating costs through a combination of con-
tributions from its 300 or so members, gov-
ernment grants and financial support from
the Jewish Federation. A four-year lease
agreement to that effect between the
seniors program and NCJW was signed as
of May 2010.”

So where is the impetus to sell the build-
ing coming from? Again, according to
Myron’s article, the NCJW said that it was
going to use the proceeds from the sale of
the building to fund “its next big project”.
There is no mention of using the funds to
cover a deficit that the NCJW had likely
been incurring for years (and which it has

Continued on page 23. See “Gwen Secter”.

Scenes from Shalom Square Aug. 11-18

By BERNIE BELLAN

After a previous
effort to launch a
"solidarity mission"
to Israel that was
supposed to leave
July 25 fell through
due to lack of time
to get it organized,
this time a group of
at least 19  (18  of
whom are from Manitoba) will be flying to Israel on Wednesday,
Aug. 20 to express support for Israelis (with me among them).

Chairs of the mission are Winnipeggers Michel Aziza and Mel
Lazareck, while Shelley Faintuch, Community Relations Director of
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, is the staff person who will be
accompanying the group and who has been looking after all the
logistics.

The itinerary for the mission includes spending two nights in
Jerusalem (Aug. 21 & 22) at the Dan Panorama and three nights in
Tel Aviv (Aug. 23-25), also at the Dan Panorama. While in Israel mis-
sion participants will spend time participating in various activities.
including visiting wounded Israeli soldiers and "lone soliders",
receiving briefings, and attending 2 rallies in support of Israel.

The first rally will be Friday August 22 at 9:00 am at President
Rivlin's Residence at 3 Hanasi Street in Jerusalem. The second rally
will be Monday August 25 at 9:00 am at Rabin Square in Tel Aviv
with Canadian Amabassador Vivian Bercovici. Anyone in Israel who
would like to attend either rally is urged to come out. If you know
someone in Israel who might be able to attend either rally, please
contact that person.

As a post script, I will be staying on in Israel an additional three
days, traveling to parts of the country that were particularly hard hit
by rockets, and meeting with Israelis. Watch for regular updates on
our website (jewishpostandnews.ca) along with postings to The
Jewish Post & News Facebook page.

19 Manitobans off to Israel this week
in “solidarity mission” 

Once again, Shalom Square enjoyed a very successful one-week run
during this year’s Folklorama. Organizers admitted that they had
been somewhat apprehensive that audience numbers might be down
as a result of the hostilities in the Middle East but, in the end it
appears that the lure of the great food and the top-notch entertain-
ment provided by the Chai Folk Ensemble kept audiences at much
the same sizes as previous years.                 Photos by Jordan Nepon

Justin Trudeau greets youth
ambassadors   Josh Muyal and
Maia Mozses along with adult
ambassador Yael Borovich on
Friday, Aug. 15

Had I known Federal Cabinet
Minister Joe Oliver was visiting
Shalom Square with MP Joyce
Bateman on Aug. 14, I would
have rushed down to take their
pictures as well.



Departure of Neal and Carol Rose leaving void in community
By MYRON LOVE 

Neal and Carol Rose’s pending departure for
St. Louis is going to leave a large void in our
community. Over the past 45 years, the Roses
have been an integral part of the community. As
a community rabbi, Neal has officiated at
numerous weddings and funerals – and filled in
as spiritual leader at different times at our city’s
major synagogues when they have been
between rabbis - in addition to his many years of
teaching at the University of Manitoba and,
more recently, serving as spiritual leader at the
Simkin Centre. (He retired last fall.)

Neal and Carol together have created a long
lasting chavurah of which their annual Yom Tov
Family of Roses service in the basement of
Congregation Etz Chayim is one manifestation.

“It’s hard leaving,” says Carol. “Winnipeg has
been our home for the past 45 years. We’ve
raised our children here. We have many close
friends here. Winnipeg gave us the opportunity
to be the best we could be.”

“We feel like we grew up here, too,” Neal
adds.

What they don’t have here any more are their
children (five) and grandchildren (14). For the
past few years, they have been spending the win-
ters in St. Louis where their second oldest son,
Carni, and his family live and where Carni serves
as the spiritual leader of the Bnai Amoona con-
gregation.

The Roses originally came to Winnipeg from
New York in 1967. Neal had been recruited to
teach in the Judaic Studies Department at the
University of Manitoba. Carol was just 21 at the

time.
(She notes that she actually first visited Winnipeg a

few years earlier – when she was 16 – to visit Rabbi
Zalman Schachter-Shalomi who was the Hillel direc-
tor and teacher here for 25 years.)

“Right from the beginning, we worked with
Zalman (Schachter) to start a community which
became Bnai Or (and was later renamed Pnai Or),”
Carol recalls. “We started by inviting students and
faculty over for Shabbat and holiday meals, as well
as including clergy from other faith communities.
We had programs at Winnipeg Beach during the
long summer weekends. We shared kosher meals
together. We did Tashlik together over the lake. We
got together for sedarim inviting students or people
who did not have family in the city. We developed
naming rituals for baby girls before it was done any-
where else.

”Our experiments in creating an intentional Jewish
community here in Winnipeg (and later when
Zalman (Schachter) moved to Philadelphia, he con-
tinued the efforts there) is the model for what
became the Jewish Renewal Movement,

Carol also co-founded a long running women’s
Rosh Chodesh group with which she was involved
for over 30 years.

Then there is their alternative Yom Tov service
which they have been leading – with input from
their children before they moved away – for more
than 30 years. The service – which generally attract-
ed about 100 worshippers -included poetry, creative
Torah interpretations, songs and original liturgy. 

(Some of the regular participants are talking about
continuing the service with leadership being provid-
ed by volunteers.)

The Roses were also greatly involved over the
years in interfaith dialogue and number many mem-

bers of the interfaith community as their friends.
The plan, notes Carol, is for the couple to move to St. Louis for a

year and see how it works out. They will be staying in a residence that
is attached to a traditional shul. (The residence used to be reserved for
the congregation’s rabbi.) Neal will be teaching Yiddish at Washington
University and working with Jewish seniors through St. Louis’ Jewish
Family and Child Service. Both Neal and Carol will be involved with
the Centre for Alternatives in Jewish Education in that city.

Those who want to wish Carol and Neal a fond farewell can drop in
at the Shaarey Zedek where a good-bye party is planned for them on
August 30.
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SEND NEW YEAR GREETINGS

TO YOUR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES
THROUGH THE PAGES OF

2 greeting sizes:

Call 204-694-3332
to place your greeting

Greeting #1
- $27.00

(includes G.S.T.)

Greeting #2 - $32.00
(includes G.S.T.)

Tom and Sherry Aarons,
Jeremy and Rebecca,
wish all their friends

& relatives a
Healthy and

Happy New Year

123 Elm St.

Tom and Sherry Aarons,
Jeremy and Rebecca,

wish all their friends & relatives a
Healthy and Happy New year

123 Elm St.

NEAL and CAROL ROSE

“Winnipeg has been
our home for the past
45 years. We’ve raised
our children here. We

have many close friends
here. Winnipeg gave us
the opportunity to be
the best we could be.”

U.S. officials: No change in procedure for arming Israel

(JTA) Aug. 17 -- U.S. officials denied reports of a change in the
procedure through which their government supplies arms to Israel.

Speaking to reporters on Aug. 14, State Department Deputy
spokeswoman Marie Harf said, “Let me be clear: There has been no
change in policy, period.” But she also said, “Given the crisis in
Gaza, it is natural that agencies take additional care with deliveries
as part of an inter-agency process.”

Harf’s statements were in reply to questions based on a report that
appeared last week in The Wall Street Journal saying that the White
House is delaying the completion of a sale of Hellfire missiles to
Israel and that the Obama administration has made even routine
arms transfers subject to White House and State Department
approval.

Speaking to reporters at a U.S. Department of Defense news brief-
ing on Aug. 14, Rear Adm. John Kirby said, “There is a normal
process for the provision to a foreign military sales program of arms
and ammunition to Israel. And the resupply that was done a couple
of weeks ago was under that process.”

But, he added, “It makes sense for us to continually assess and
review the process through which those foreign military sales are
provided.”

The uncertainty regarding arms transfers comes amid reports of
tense relations between President Obama and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Last Friday, Netanyahu convened the Israeli Cabinet for the second
time in 24 hours to discuss ongoing Egyptian-brokered negotiations
between Hamas and Israel on ending the fighting in Gaza.



The Jewish Foundation’s David Greaves volunteers for 2 weeks in Israel
A few weeks ago David

Greaves, Director of
Development &
Marketing for the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba,
took a leave of absence to
volunteer in Israel. David
was working with an orga-
nization known as “Lev
Echad”. He returned to
Winnipeg on August 12,
but while he was there
David sent us an e-mail in
which he included an
account of what he’d
been doing while in Israel:

Dear family and friends,
I hope this email finds you
well. 

I know that the news
coming out of Israel does-
n’t look great but things
overall are optimistic. Primarily because of the resiliency of Israelis.
There is a feeling in the country of resolve, unity and hopefulness. It
is an amazing time to be here. 

I’d like to thank all of you for your support. It has come in many dif-
ferent ways and I really do appreciate it. It has made an incredible dif-
ference in the lives of the wonderful kids down here. And will be mak-
ing an impact in a number of different ways later this week. 

The organization I am working with now is Lev Echad, which is run
by the most amazing volunteers. Lev Echad is only mobilized in times
of crises and for the current war they run 8 community centres in the
south of Israel. Unfortunately because of the war there is no summer
camp. Lev Echad has been running bomb shelter summer camps,
which are essentially fun activities for kids that we organize either in
the bomb shelters or just around the apartment complex, which is
right outside the shelter door (Pictures attached). The idea is to keep
everyone close to the shelters. It is hard to describe in words the
appreciation on the faces of the kids when you show up with a
soccer ball or a game of checkers or supplies for arts and crafts.
They hug you and are so excited to see you. Even more special,
are the faces of the mothers, many of whom hang around with
their kids because they are too afraid to leave, in anticipation of
the ‘red alerts’. The ages range from 2-10 years old. 

This has been an extremely rewarding experience. As almost
everyone I have come across has been shocked, touched and so
grateful that I am here at this time. They are grateful to all their
volunteers of which there are many. Most of whom are 17 and
18 year old kids from all over the country who could be sitting
on a beach somewhere but have chosen to come to the south
and volunteer. They have inspired me because they are the future
leaders of Israel. 

I have had the opportunity to put some of our resources to
good use and recently purchased new games, balls and toys (see
attached). With your help we have also fed about 60 kids and 30
volunteers dinner. Some of the kids were even able to take extra
pizza home to their families. 

The first question my kids ask when we FaceTime is; have you
heard a siren? The overall experience for me has not been about
the sirens or the bomb shelters or how many sirens I’ve heard but
I want to share a moment that involved my first siren with Lev
Echad. I was playing soccer with a few of the kids in the court-
yard when the siren started. Kiryat Malachi is about 40 kms from
Gaza, which means you have about 35-40 seconds to get to a
shelter. As a volunteer you need to make sure that all the kids are
accounted for before you shut the big iron door (picture
attached). While I was doing my final check, my new buddy Idur,
an 8 years old soccer fanatic and one of the sweetest kids,
grabbed my hand and said “Dayveed” l’miklat (to the bomb shel-
ter). I am not sure if it was because he saw terror on my face or
that I looked so stunned and didn’t realize that everyone was
already in the shelter but it was very touching. I am here to take
care of the kids and they have definitely been taking care of me
in return. Needles to stay I have been sticking close to him. Also,
after each siren, I received numerous messages from the ‘head
office’ and other friends around Israel, checking to see if I was
ok. The parents also wanted to know that I was ok. Perhaps being
from Canada, they just sensed that maybe we weren’t built for
this stuff. One thing that I noticed, at least on the surface, was
the kids just react and get to the shelter and for the most part
handle it pretty well. The parents and grandparents however, are

quite shaken up each
time. Once in the
bomb shelter you wait
for the ‘boom’ which is
usually the sound of
the Iron Dome inter-
cepting the rocket.
Some booms seem
much closer than oth-
ers but that is usually
the all clear to get
back on to the soccer
field. 

My plans for the next
few days are to hope-
fully visit Soroka hos-
pital in Bersheva and
spend time with
injured soldiers. I have
heard those visits
mean a lot to them,
particularly from visi-

tors from abroad. 
I am also meeting with the Director of the IDF Widows and Orphans

Association (www.idfwo.org). Please check out their website. On the
navigation bar near the top, on the left, you can change from Hebrew
to English. My hope is to make a donation that will help families deal
with their recent tragedies and challenges for the future. Here are the
statistics according to IDFWO as of Monday night: (‘In the recent war
in Gaza, on top of the young soldiers who gave their lives for Israel,
we have sadly had to embrace 9 new widows to the organization, two
of them pregnant and all together 19 new orphans with whom we will
work, now and for years to come’). 

Lastly, because of a large donation that was earmarked specifically
for supporting the soldiers, I will be delivering a $4000 gift to the
Duvdevan elite fighters unit who are in need of bullet proof flak jack-
ets. There is a shortage of these items because of the number of
reserves that have been called up. We will be enabling them to pur-
chase 400 new jackets. 
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Short Takes
There are so many unanswered questions

about the predicament in which the Gwen
Secter Centre now finds itself. 

As my story beginning on page 1 illustrates,
the looming sale of Gwen Secter’s home at
1588 Main Street can be traced to financial
problems associated with the National
Council of Jewish Women, although exactly
how large those problems are has not been

publicly disclosed.
While we have been writing about the looming 2016 deadline for

Gwen Secter to find a new home ever since it was first announced
back in 2012 that the NCJW would not extend Gwen Secter’s lease in
its current home at 1588 Main Street beyond May, 2016, it appears
that Gwen Secter has no choice but to search for a new home.

That is truly a shame. Its current home is perfectly adequate to its
needs and, even more important – it serves as one of the few remain-
ing Jewish centres in the north end.

I asked the Gwen Secter’s executive director, Marilyn Regiec,
approximately how many of its 300 members live in the north end.
Marilyn responded that is was about 80 per cent. If Gwen Secter were
eventually forced to relocate to the south end which, apparently, is
one of the most likely options available, it would simply add to the
perception that the powers-that-be within our Jewish community have
decided that the further concentration of community institutions in the
south end is not only inevitable, it’s desirable.

Granted, we have seen a massive population shift from the north end
to the south end within our community and with the opening of
seniors’ retirement residences such as the Shaftesbury and the
Portsmouth, the movement of long-time north end residents to the
south end has escalated dramatically in recent years. 

One might well ask though whether the move south for so many
members of our community is being hastened by the continued con-
centration of Jewish community resources in the south end, beginning
with the opening of the Asper Campus in 1997. For sure that was the
key development in the history of Winnipeg’s Jewish community – but
it likely sounded the death knell for the north end Jewish community.
It has been a long and protracted process ever since the opening of the
Asper Campus, followed by the relocation of the Sharon Home to the
south end, but that process is surely inexorable.

And yet, inasmuch as there are certain institutions within our com-
munity that seem stronger than ever, such as the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, I keep asking myself: “Can’t the Jewish Foundation do
something more to insure the survival of other Jewish institutions?”

Yes, I’m well aware of the strictures that govern the operation of the
Jewish Foundation. For instance, it cannot dip into capital to fund any
particular cause. But when the Foundation’s most recent report shows

that its total endow-
ment now stands at
over $90 million, I
have to wonder what
good does it do to
have a supremely
healthy Jewish
Foundation while
other institutions are
starved for resources.

For instance, a fur-
ther glance at the
Foundation’s report
reveals that two par-
ticular endowment
funds – for the
Winnipeg Jewish
Theatre and for the
Gwen Secter Centre,
show appreciable
amounts of money.
Again – I am well
aware that the monies
within those funds
cannot be used
except for specific
purposes and within
certain guidelines, but
as we watched on the
one hand, the shut-
down of the Winnipeg
Jewish Theatre this
past winter and the
current tribulations of

the Gwen Secter Centre, I
have to ask: “Would the
individuals who contributed
to those two endowment
funds not have been bitterly
disappointed to learn that,
while they were ostensibly
contributing to insure the
long-term health of those
two institutions, even though
both the WJT and Gwen
Secter have now found
themselves to be in terrible
predicaments, the money
they were entrusting to the
Jewish Foundation could not
be used to bail out either of
those two organizations?”

Similarly, for years now the
Jewish Federation has been
able to report consistently
increasing amounts of con-
tributions to the Combined Jewish Appeal. Further, there have been
various slogans attached to an array of fundraising campaigns over the
years, such as “Insuring our Future”, “Planning Ahead”, “Leaving a
Legacy” and so on.

What good does it do, however, to have a healthy bank account
while all around you, basic infrastructure is crumbling? Again, I con-
cede that neither the Jewish Foundation nor the Jewish Federation can
rush to the rescue of every community institution that finds itself in
trouble, but what is our Jewish community if not a network of organi-
zations and institutions?

Going back to the seemingly insoluble problems associated with the
Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun synagogue, which were first raised in this paper
over three years ago, there is no shortage of problems within our com-
munity that all relate to a lack of funds. And, with the passage of time,
as our community continues to age, we can be sure that other prob-
lems that have been patched over – such as the continuing decline in
synagogue membership, are going to lead to a never-ending series of
desperate situations as boards struggle to deal with diminished
resources.

Yet those individuals, many of whom have now passed on, who want-
ed to avoid exactly the financial predicaments that certainly seem to be
confronting so many of our institutions by “leaving a legacy”, might
have been left to wonder how useful that legacy would be if once thriv-
ing institutions were left to wither and die.

We have witnessed a radical transformation in our Jewish communi-
ty over the years. A glance back at past issues of this newspaper reveals
just how different it looks now as compared with what it looked like
just 30 years ago. As already mentioned, the continued move south of
individuals and institutions is undoubtedly the largest single phenome-
non. At the same time though, there has been a drastic reduction in the
memberships of organizations that used to thrive in Winnipeg, such as
not only the aforementioned NCJW, but also B’nai Brith (which used to
have six different lodges), Hadassah, ORT, Emunah Hamizrachi,
Na’amat (formerly Pioneer Women), Histadrut, Jewish Women’s
Association, Canadian Zionist Federation, and Canadian Technion
Society. I’m sure I’ve left off the names of other once-thriving organi-
zations. 

And let’s not forget that a city that once boasted over 30 different
kosher butchers now doesn’t even have one. What good does it do to
boast of a growth in the size of our Jewish population (about which I’ve
continually asked questions just how much we’ve really grown, if at
all), if the essential fabric of our community continues to be eroded?

At this point I’m going to return to the current difficulties in which the
NCJW finds itself. That organization has not provided any information
as to why it needs to sell the building that houses the Gwen Secter
Centre. While a spokesperson for the NCJW claims that the money that
presumably would be earned from the sale of the building will be used
for a “big project”, frankly that is disingenuous. Does the NCJW intend
for us to believe that, rather than the money it would garner from the
sale of the building at 1588 Main Street be used to bail itself out of
what must be an extremely difficult financial situation, it will be used
for some other project? That’s what the NCJW said two years ago,
when it was first announced that it was would not renew Gwen
Secter’s lease beyond May, 2016, but there hasn’t been anything fur-
ther said as to what that “big project” might be. One might well ask,
moreover, what “big project’ could possibly be more important than
allowing the Gwen Secter Centre to remain in its current home?

I would like the NCJW to publicly disclose how deeply its financial
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Gaza war questions without logical answers
By MYRON LOVE

I (and perhaps some of my readers) saw this announcement about 10
days ago from the Foreign Press Association. (I read this first on The Times
of Israel website.)

The report states that the umbrella group representing foreign journalists
working in Israel and the Palestinian Authority “strongly condemned
Hamas for what it said were attempts to intimidate them and interfere with
their coverage of the fighting in Gaza”.

The censure of Gaza’s “de facto rulers” that was posted on the FPA web-
site denounced Hamas’s attempts to “control foreign press coverage and
efforts to discriminate against those who don’t comply with its demands.

“The FPA protests in the strongest terms the blatant, incessant, forceful
and unorthodox methods employed by the Hamas authorities and their
representatives against visiting international journalists in Gaza over the
past month,” the statement said. “The international media are not advoca-
cy organizations and cannot be prevented from reporting by means of
threats or pressure, thereby denying their readers and viewers an objective
picture from the ground.”

(Colour me skeptical on that last statement.)
As well as targeting journalists in Gaza, The Times of Israel report noted,

the press organization said it was aware that Hamas has also been taking
steps to vet those media personnel it doesn’t approve of and to prevent
them from reporting in Gaza.

“Such a procedure is vehemently opposed by the FPA,” the FPA state-
ment said.

The FPA asserted that “in several cases, foreign reporters working in Gaza
have been harassed, threatened or questioned over stories or information
they have reported through their news media or by means of social media.”

The Times of Israel comments that a numbers of reporters working in
Gaza reported on Hamas’s use of civilian infrastructure for military means,
but said they were only able to do so once out of the Strip, for fear of
Hamas reprisals.

The FPA claims to be a nonprofit organization that aims to assist foreign
reporters in covering news from Israel. It says that its mandate is “to clarify
bureaucratic problems and to protect our interests.”

I have to wonder how effective a job this association does in “protecting
the interests” of its members when it is freely admitting that its members
were not able to report freely from Gaza.

This leaves me wondering first of all why Israel needs its own foreign
press association. (On the other hand, is there any other country in the
world that reportedly has over 700 foreign correspondents permanently
stationed there. It is no wonder Israel gets such a bad rap in the world with
so many journalists able to roam freely finding things to criticize. That is a
luxury the journalists do not have on the Palestinian side.) 

This leads me to consider a number of questions I have about the entire
Gaza situation that, as far as I can see, defies logic. My first question is why
do foreign correspondents bother reporting from Gaza if they know they
are simply spreading lies on behalf of Hamas and blackening Israel’s name?
Are they that desperate for a story even when they know it is false? Are their
employers that desperate to compete that they knowingly print false sto-
ries? How can they not know? And why does the media feel that they have
to broadcast obviously false charges such as “genocide” just because a
Palestinian spokesperson pronounces them?

I also wonder why Israel allows journalists into Gaza during a time of war
when Israel should know that these self-same journalists will print lies?
Israel could ban the reporters from entering Gaza – Israel controls the bor-
ders – on the grounds that their lives would be in danger – but probably
doesn’t want to risk the wrath of the FPA yelling censorship for not allow-
ing reporters to go into Gaza to serve as propaganda mouthpieces for
Hamas – the practice that the above-cited FRA just condemned.

There are other things I don’t understand either. Why at a time of war
does Israel keep the border crossings with Gaza open and continue to
allow in food, medicine and other supplies and continue to provide elec-
tricity (it was Hamas missiles that cut Israel’s electricity lines to Gaza) and
water into Gaza and allow Gazans out for medical treatment. What other
country at war has ever done that? 

(And remember that Israel receives absolutely no credit for these human-
itarian gestures?)

One of Hamas’s conditions for a ceasefire is that Egypt open its border
crossing with Gaza. (Most anti-Israel types don’t seem to be aware that
Gaza also has a border with Egypt.) If Hamas is angry with Egypt, why
doesn’t it fire some of its missiles at Egypt? Why should Hamas leaders log-
ically expect Egypt to open its border crossing to stop Hamas from shoot-
ing at Israel? What does Egypt care if Hamas shoots at Israel?

Also, why doesn’t Gaza have any bomb shelters? Didn’t it occur to the
Hamas leadership that if they fired missiles at Israel, Israel would respond?
Surely, they could have spared some of the money and cement invested in
those tunnels in bomb shelters.

What kind of people celebrates the capture of a dead body as sort of great
victory? How pathetic!

How can a United Nations representative logically expect Israel to share
its Iron Dome technology with the people who are trying to find a way
through it? How dare anybody claim that Israel is responsible for the safe-
ty of the civilians of Gaza as some diplomat charged? Is America held
responsible for the safety of the Pakistani civilians when American drones
drop bombs on targets in Pakistan? Shouldn’t Hamas be held responsibile
for the people living under its rule?

And finally, as a Sun News program host noted, when the choice is
between a liberal democratic state (Israel) and a Nazi-like entity (Hamas),
the choice should be obvious. Why is it that so many people in the West
in the media, in labour unions and church leadership and in academia –
who are living in just such liberal democratic states – can’t see the obvi-
ous?

LETTERS
Correction

Both Allan Levine and Belle Jarniewski pointed out some typical
gaffes that I made in my story about the book The Avengers -
because I don’t like to let the facts get in the way of a good story.
Belle wrote: “Allan Levine’s book was NOT the basis for the film
‘Defiance’. The film was based on Nechama Tec’s book, Defiance:
The Bielski Partisans, published in 1993. Allan’s book was published
in 2008…

“If you read Tec’s book, you will see that the film not only closely
follows the book but in an exception to the rule, the book - (Tec is
a scholar), reveals that the true story reveals details even more dra-
matic and “soap-operatic” than as portrayed in the film.“

I responded to Belle: “Yah - I know. Allan told me that I had it all
wrong. He also said I never talked to him about Abba Kovner. He
said that Maclean’s has load of fact checkers. I said that I model
myself more after Frank Magazine” (a sadly departed scandal sheeet
that elicited one too many lawsuits.)

Further to Abba Kovner
Hi Bernie,
I just read your review of the book about Abba Kovner. You can

watch him speaking at the Eichmann trial at Yad Vashem. It is one of
the videos on display there. His son, Michael is a brilliant artist in
Jerusalem and I am fortunate to have a book of his paintings. An inter-
esting fact is that Michael was born on the same day that Israel gained
Independence in 1948 and for many years the government had a
birthday party at the Knesset for all the “kids” born on that day. Many
years ago, I worked with Abba Kovner’s daughter-in-law and we are
still in touch. She works as a graphic artist for Karen Kayemet in
Jerusalem.
Joanie Sheps
(For more on Abba Kovner see page 13.)

problems run. No doubt the operation of
its second hand clothing store on
Osborne Street until its closure in 2010
was a major drain on its resources and
likely led to its current predicament, but

let’s have some openness about what is really behind the sale of
1588 Main Street.

I was once told by an individual who was a principal in a major
lending firm that banks are loath to lend money to such communi-
ty institutions as schools, churches, or hospitals precisely because if
those institutions run into financial difficulty the optics of a lender
having to come down hard on such institutions would be terrible.

To whom does the NCJW owe money, I would like to know. We
know, for instance, that the Jewish Federation has been advancing
$30,000 a year to the NCJW in the form of a recoverable loan to
help cover the Gwen Secter Centre’s operating expenses. It hardly
seems likely, however, that the Federation would insist upon the sale
of the Main Street building to recoup the proceeds of the money that
has been lent and will continue to be lent for the next two years.

What other lenders are out there who may have been keeping the
NCJW in Winnipeg from having to declare bankruptcy? Surely those
lenders would not want to be perceived as having contributed to the
forced closure of the Gwen Secter Centre.

The situations confronting the NCJW (and, in turn, the Gwen
Secter Centre), the WJT, and the Herzlia all fall well within the
descriptive term “existential crisis”. Let’s hope that in another cou-
ple of years we’re not lamenting the disappearance of yet more jew-
els from the fabric of our community.

Short takes
(Continued from 
previous page)



In 2007, Sid
Chapnick was diag-
nosed with colorec-
tal cancer. Chapnick
determined that he
was not going to take
the diagnosis lying
down. After several
surgeries and a 360
degree change in his
diet and lifestyle, he
is today cancer free. 

Chapnick also
wanted to get the
message about col-
orectal cancer – to
alert others to the
symptoms of the disease. To that end, he co-
founded the annual Kick-Butt For Colorectal
Cancer, a fun walk/run at Kildonan Park.

“What makes the 3k or 5k event fun is the
huge silent auction, hot delicious food and
especially the colorful and creative cos-
tumes,” Chapnick said in an interview a cou-
ple of years ago. “Prizes are given for the best
butt covers.

“This helps to promote awareness of the dis-
ease and to decrease the stigma about can-
cers below the belt,” he said.

This year’s seventh annual event is sched-
uled for Saturday, September 6 – but
Chapnick for the first time will no longer be
front and centre. He has passed the torch on

to his children: Michael, Colin
and Kelly.

“Dad was finding that the
organizing was getting to be
too much,” says Michael

Chapnick. “All of the people who started the
Kick-Butt event have either passed away or
stepped back. We didn’t want the event to
disappear after all the work that dad had
done over the years.”

Michael Chapnick notes that he, Colin and
Kelly had begun to take on some responsibil-
ities for the walk/run last year. They have also
been joined on the organizing committee by
their cousin (and Sid’s nephew), David
Zynoberg.

The other big news this year, says Colin
Chapnick, is that Denny’s Restaurants has
agreed to be the official sponsor for the
run/walk. “In the past, Denny’s has always
provided the food and drinks,” Colin says.
“This year, Denny’s Manitoba general manag-
er, Steve Bruce, is serving on our board – and
he is distributing T-shirts and looking after the
signage and advertising. He also has a lot of
different connections that he brings to Kick
Butt.”

Last year, the run/walk attracted about 220
participants and raised $22,000. The
Chapnick siblings and their father hope to
improve on those numbers. Readers interest-
ed in participating can go to kickbutt.com for
further information or call  (204) 918-6926.

The funds raised from Kick Butt are going
toward genetic testing for Lynch Syndrome, a
hereditary disorder that increases the risk of
many types of cancer, particularly cancers of
the colon (large intestine) and rectum - col-
orectal cancer.

RWB student studies 
contemporary dance in Israel 

Nineteen-year-old Kira Selch has been
dancing most of her life. At the beginning of
June, the daughter of David and Debbie
Selch returned from a year in Israel studying
contemporary dance.

“Not many people realize that Israel is at
the forefront of contemporary dance,” Selch
says, citing such Israeli dance companies as
the Batsheva Dance Company and Vertigo
Dance Troupe.

The north end student has been taking
classes at the Royal Winnipeg Ballet since
she was 12. She describes herself as a recre-
ational dancer who also enjoys rollerblading
and works out regularly. 

She says that she learned about the dance

program at the Hebrew University’s Rothberg
International School during her Grade 12
year at Grant Park High School from an infor-
mation table that the Winnipeg branch of the
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University
(CFHU) put up at the school.

“I was so excited that I called my parents
during the lunch hour,” she says.

She expresses her appreciation to the
CFHU, the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba,
the Asper Foundation and Congregation Etz
Chayim’s Women’s League for their financial
support which enabled her to attend the
Hebrew University.

Selch was enrolled in the Academy of
Music and Dance at the Hebrew University’s
Givat Ram campus. She lived in the dormito-
ry on French Hill, sharing her room with a sis-
ter student from South Africa.

The first month, she says, was largely devot-
ed to learning Hebrew. The dance classes
were mainly divided between ballet and
modern dance.

She reports that there were nine other girls
in her program. Most were American but
there was also one girl each from Germany
and Taiwan.

There was also some group travel to places
such as Massada and to northern Israel.

Selch says that she does not plan to try pro-
fessional dancing. “I do it for fun,” she says.

She is currently enrolled in a physiotherapy
program here for the fall.

“I would love to go back to Israel,” she says.
“Perhaps I can take a semester in Israel
through my current program.”

Gwen Secter summer intern
Farah Katz has deep roots in

seniors organization 
“Everyone knows me here as Ruth Katz’s

granddaughter,” says Farah Katz, who is serv-
ing  her second go-round as a summer intern
at the popular Jewish seniors’ centre in north
Winnipeg. “It’s nice to be working in this cen-
tre, which meant so much to my baba.”

Ruth Katz was a long time volunteer at the
centre who passed away almost four years
ago. 

Farah, who is going into her second year of
business studies at the University of
Manitoba, is helping out in the office at the
Gwen Secter throughout the summer and
helping with serving lunch on Wednesdays
and cleaning up afterward.

“I really like working here,” she says.
“Everyone is very friendly and welcoming.”
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Kick Butt founder passes torch to his children 

KIRA SELCH on top of Masada. FARAH KATZ at Gwen Secter SID CHAPNICK: “What makes the
3k or 5k event fun is the huge
silent auction, hot delicious food
and especially the colorful and
creative costumes.”



How much has Israel’s war in Gaza cost? 
By BEN SALES 

TEL AVIV (JTA) – After the missiles have stopped, after the troops
have come home, even after most of the wounded are out of the hos-
pital, Israelis will still be feeling the burden of Operation Protective
Edge – this time in their pockets. 

With the recent expiration of a temporary cease-fire, the operation
may not be over. (Another temporary cease-fire was put in place start-
ing at midnight Monday.) But through last week, including both direct
military expenses and indirect hits to the Israeli economy, the total
cost of the four-week conflict is estimated at $2.5 billion to $3.6 bil-
lion. 

The government has maintained radio silence on the war’s military
costs and estimates vary, but Israeli media report that they range from
$1.2 billion to $2.3 billion. Lost economic activity amounted to an
estimated $1.3 billion, with the tourism sector in particular taking a
massive hit. 

“Along with soldiers, we won’t spare a shekel in reimbursements to
residents of the south and reservists,” Israeli Finance Minister Yair
Lapid said at a news conference Thursday. “From our perspective
they’re all soldiers, and all deserve special treatment from us.” 

Ever the populist, Lapid promised not to raise taxes. But he admitted
the money will have to come from somewhere and predicted the 2015
budget deficit would rise. 

Here’s a partial look at how all those shekels were spent. 

Israel’s pricey weaponry 
Iron Dome: The U.S.-funded star of the war, the Iron Dome missile

defense system limited Israeli civilian casualties to three while shoot-
ing down 90 percent of the rockets headed toward Israeli cities,
according to the Israeli military. Of the 3,460 rockets fired at Israel
during the war, Iron Dome intercepted 584 of them – at $50,000 a
piece. That comes to a total of $29 million, or about $1 million per
day. Last week, the Congress approved another $225 million in fund-
ing for Iron Dome. 

Smart bombs: Israeli war technology isn’t limited to the home front.
Israeli planes have bombed Gaza approximately 4,900 times during
the war – roughly 150 times a day. Yiftah Shapir, head of the Military
Balance Project at Tel Aviv University’s Institute for National Security
Studies, said most of the bombs Israeli planes dropped were likely
equipped with computers and cameras to increase accuracy. 

Shapir doesn’t know how many bombs Israel used and the IDF won’t
say, but he said most Israeli ordnance was likely one of two missiles:
the Joint Direct Attack Munition, or JDAM, a GPS-guided missile made
by Boeing, and the Tammuz missile, an Israeli-made munition that
locates its target with a camera and has a 15-mile range. 

According to Shapir, not including the bombs, each of the Air Force’s
4,900 sorties cost $15,000, for a total of over $73 million. Add on a
$32,000 JDAM or a $140,000 Tammuz and the price skyrockets.
Critics of Israel have accused the IDF of using imprecise – and far less
expensive – artillery in strikes that have killed more than 1,000 civil-
ians in Gaza. 

Calling up the reserves 
One of the unifying factors of this war was that almost every Israeli

knew a few people in uniform. Israel has called up 82,000 reservists
during the conflict – nearly half at the war’s start and 42,000 more as
it went on. 

It’s hard to determine the exact cost of reserves because each soldier
receives a reimbursement for lost salary pegged to his monthly pay-
check. But according to the Israeli daily Yediot Acharonot, each
reservist costs the army $174 a day – including food, shelter, a uni-
form and weapons. If the figure is accurate, the IDF spent nearly $200
million on reservists, not including the salary reimbursement. 

Direct hits to the home front 
Along with Israel’s 65 fallen soldiers and three killed civilians, 674

Israelis have been wounded in Protective Edge, 23 of them civilians.
A Health Ministry spokesman estimated that treating the injured
would cost $4.4 million. 

In addition, the government already has received 2,500 claims for
property damage from the missiles and estimates a total payout of
$14.6 million. Compensation for lost wages and property damage will
come from a $1.5 billion fund taken from taxes on real estate trans-
actions. 

The economic costs 
Israel also will compensate workers from the south who couldn’t do

their jobs because of the rockets. The Manufacturers Association of
Israel estimates that one in five workers in the south stayed home
because of the war, but it couldn’t estimate the total amount of lost
wages. 

Israel’s biggest civilian cost by far will be the $1.3 billion in lost
gross domestic product, an estimate provided to JTA by Moshe Asher,

the director general of Israel’s Tax Authority. 
Asher said the war affected industries across Israel, but one of the

hardest hit was the tourism business. Of the 600,000 tourists expect-
ed to come on organized tours from July through the end of 2014, the
Israel Incoming Tour Operators Association expects only 300,000 to
make it. 

Overall, the tour operators group estimates that organized tours will
lose $350 million from July through December, similar to the $375
million loss estimated by the Israel Hotel Association. But the cancel-
lations may have been toughest on private tour guides, who depend
on summer tours to make it through the year. 

“These months are the months where I make money,” said Gil
Shemesh, 28, who lost a quarter of his summer income when a bar
mitzvah trip and a Christian pilgrims’ tour canceled. “It took out a
whole month. I won’t be working at all in August.” 
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GWEN SECTER CREATIVE LIVING CENTRE 
1588 Main Street

Women’s Yiddish Reading Circle
“Bat Mitzvah Year”

Fall Program Announcement

Thursday, September 4
12 to 1:30 pm

(Call a day in advance if you would like lunch)

Open to Everyone!

Call 204-339-1701

Popular program back at Gwen Secter
The Women’s Yiddish Reading Circle is pleased to announce its

Bat Mitzvah year and is looking forward to the coming year, 2014-
15 with great anticipation.

We will be perpetuating the richness and history of the Yiddish
language by increasing participation and enlarging our scope by
inviting broader sections of the Winnipeg Jewish community to
attend. There are few opportunities in Winnipeg to enjoy Yiddish
literary treasures, to hear, read and discuss literature gleaned from
European, North and South American and Israeli sources.
Included will be classic literature as well as current articles and
stories. A special invitation is issued to men to join us. 

The Reading Circle is proud to look back and recall what has
been accomplished over the years. A variety of programs have
been enjoyed in addition to readings of the unheard voices of
women writers. These included films, guest speakers, musical pro-
grams and plays written and performed by members. A major
accomplishment has been translating Yiddish stories, letters and
essays which have never been translated into English. These
include publication of the book “Arguing with the Storm” in
Canada, 2007 and the U.S.A., 2008. In 2012 seven members of
the Reading Circle completed a University of Manitoba project
recording “Yiddish Stories and Poems by Women Writers” - now
available on the internet. During the past two years, in collabora-
tion with the Jewish Heritage Center ten members translated 200
letters written in Yiddish by Adele Wiseman. This past year, two
members have translated three essays by Chava Rosenfarb, the
world renowned author, at the request of her daughter Goldie
Morgantaler for possible publication. International recognition
came in 2009 when the group was listed on the UNESCO (United
Nations Educational, Social and Cultural Organization) register of
Good Practices in Language Preservation. 

The Women’s Yiddish Reading Circle is a valuable program of
the Gwen Secter Creative Living Center, 1588 Main Street, and
Phone (204) 339-1701 and meets the first Thursday of every
month from 12:00 until 1:30 p.m. 

Transportation will be provided, if necessary. 
Members of Gwen Secter: no charge - Non-members $3.00 per

meeting



Retiring Federation Executive Director Bob Freeman led community through eventful times 
By MYRON LOVE 

When Bob Freedman assumed the position of execu-
tive director of what was then the Winnipeg Jewish
Community Council, the community was in serious
decline. As he looks forward to retirement at the end of
August, after 28 years guiding the ship of state of his
community, he takes pride in leaving his successor a
vibrant, growing Jewish community – but with chal-
lenges still ahead.

Born in 1944, Freedman was a north ender who firstat-
tended  Peretz School, then  finished elementary school
at Talmud Torah. He notes that from time to time he still
drives past the old apartment building where he spent his
early years. 

“It reminds me where I came from that helps keep me
grounded so that I don’t take myself too seriously and
take my success for granted,” he comments.

Freedman was originally trained as an accountant by
training and got his first job working for the late Dave
Dveris’s Park Pontiac. After a few months at the dealer-
ship, he was recruited by the late Ron Meyers to come
to work for Legal Aid Manitoba.

“In 1972, Legal Aid was just being established,”
Freedman says. “Ron Meyers, who was appointed head
of Legal Aid, phoned me and offered me a job at Legal
Aid as an accountant. After Ron was appointed to the Bench and his suc-
cessor left after a year, I was offered the job (in 1979). Because I wasn’t a
lawyer, the provincial government had to change the Legal Aid Act to allow
me to serve as executive director. Some of the Jewish lawyers called the
new act ‘Freedman’s Law’. I was the first non-lawyer in Canada to head a
Legal Aid office.”

Freedman’s first involvement in the Jewish community was through B’nai
Brith. He joined B’nai Brith West Kildonan Maple Leaf Lodge and became
president of the lodge and chair of the Central Canada Council of B’nai
Brith.

In the 1970s he was involved in one of the Jewish school boards. “I was
asked to serve on a three-person task force looking into the state of the
Jewish schools in Winnipeg,” he says. “We recommended merging the
three schools under the aegis of a single school board – the Jewish Board
of Education

“I was asked to serve as the first board chair. Those first two years were
tough years. There was a lot of yelling and screaming at board meetings. I
was accused of being responsible for the demise of the Peretz School. But
the school’s population had been steadily declining as fewer and fewer
parents were interested in having their children learn Yiddish.”

In the 1980s Freedman was a member of the board of the Winnipeg
Jewish Community Council. He was the senior vice–president in 1986
when Mendel Meltzer, the WJCC’s new president, asked him to consider
succeeding the late Izzy Peltz as executive director.

“There were a number of other well qualified applicants but for whatev-
er reason, the board wasn’t satisfied with any of them,” Freedman recalls.

Before accepting the position, he says, he had a couple of conditions. “It
wasn’t an issue of money,” he explains. “Our community had been in
decline for 25 years. Our infrastructure was aging. There had been a lot of
talk about our situation but nothing was happening. I didn’t want to be the
captain of a slowly sinking ship. I wanted the leeway I would need to move
our community forward again.”

Although Freedman had been a community volunteer for several years,
he had no background in professional community leadership. The first

thing he did before starting his new job was go to
New York on his own dime to the Council of Jewish
Federations office and ask for help.

“I was directed to Garry Tobin, a well-known social
demographer at Brandeis University who agreed to
come to Winnipeg and read the riot act to my board
members,” Freedman says. “He spoke to the board
on my second day on the job on May 2, 1986. His
message was that we weren’t dead yet – that our
Jewish population was still larger than two-thirds of
the Jewish communities in North America – and it
was time to start rebuilding.

He proposed a plan which Marjorie Blankstein
(who agreed to chair the planning process) and I
spent the next two years selling to the community.
We spoke to any group that would have us.”

Freedman recalled that the need was not only to
increase the size of the Jewish population, but also to
instill a new sense of pride in the community and its
institutions.

“We saw what Kansas City did – building a Jewish
community campus and modeled ours after theirs,”
he says. “We recruited Sheldon Berney, who had
recently sold his family business, to chair the plan-
ning process.”

Freedman reports that there was a lot of skepticism about the Campus
plan. “We had to deal with the north-south divide,” he says. “We also had
to convince the different Jewish agencies that it was to their advantage to
be all under the same roof.”

As to the location, he notes that the planners were fortunate that the
provincial government had this historic building complex for sale in south
Winnipeg. “It was a great location with good access,” he says. “Built in the
early 1900s, it used to be the University of Manitoba Agricultural College
and had been used for many years for government offices. We had to agree
to maintain the historic façade.

“The biggest challenge was what to do with the old boiler plant. We
transformed it into the Berney Theatre. It’s a nice theatre and gets a lot of
use.”

As for the demographic part, most readers undoubtedly know the story
of the Argentinian outreach efforts. “We began recruiting members of the
Argentinian Jewish community to immigrate to Winnipeg,” Freedman
recounts. “There was a lot of interest. I went down to Argentina in 2002
with business leader Jim Carr, a government representative and a Jewish
lady from Argentina who had earlier moved to Winnipeg to translate for us.

We pre-arranged interviews with 50 families over five days. We also held
a seminar at our hotel which attracted over 200 people. 

It was quite emotional. We had to tell some people that they wouldn’t
qualify for Manitoba and recommended they try Israel.

In the end, about 100 families moved here from Argentina and most are
still here. And families are still coming in small numbers from throughout
Latin America.”

In recent years, most of the Jewish immigration has been from Israel.
Although, Freedman notes, the community has never tried to recruit
Israelis, “we have a website and our reputation as a welcoming, affordable
community has grown”.

Freedman himself has been to Israel 20 or more times. “As a communi-
ty, we have missions to Israel every year, even during the Intifada years,” he
notes.

Freedman and the Federation were also involved in bring-
ing the OU (Orthodox Union) to Winnipeg.

“For 25 years, Winnipeg’s kashrut wasn’t recognized
nationally and internationally,” he notes. “About 15 years
ago, I approached OU in New York and worked out a deal
for OU to take over responsibility for kosher supervision
from WK (Winnipeg Kosher).

“Kashrut is one of the bedrock tenets of what makes us
Jewish.

“We are still working on re-introducing fresh kosher
slaughter here,” he adds..

As to what lies ahead, he suggests that the community’s
biggest challenge is the same challenge facing most North
American Jewish communities. “We live in a tolerant soci-
ety. There are no anti-Jewish laws here or restrictions. We
are now part of the mainstream. We can’t count on anti-
Semitism to keep our people together. We have to create a
sense of joy about being Jewish.

“The problem today is that a lot of our young people are
not growing up in Jewish homes even when both parents
are Jewish. We face the prospect in future of having com-
munities of Jews but without a Jewish community.”

In retirement, he plans to keep busy. After 28 years, I
wanted time to do other things,” he says. “I am not planning
on sitting in a shopping mall. I have a couple of possibilities
in mind and I still intend to be involved in the community.” 
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BOB FREEDMAN: “I am not
planning on sitting in a shopping
mall. I have a couple of possibil-
ities in mind and I still intend to
be involved in the community.”

“The finest Children’s book I have ever read.”

“illustrations…lovingly rendered.…
These stories beg to be read aloud.” 
Chicago Jewish Star 

“it is an experience and a guide to a  
world that will never be again”
Amos Lassen 

“The book looks wonderful.” 
Helen Redner, Koffler Arts, Toronto

“sweet stories, which offer  
valuable lessons.”
Jacqueline Cutler, Newark Star

“most suitable for children in grades  
two to five.”  
Lilian Falk, Atlantic Books Today

$23.95
at your favorite bookstore
ISBN 978-1-933480 -04-6

Bunim & Bannigan, Ltd.
New York and Charlottetown
www.bunimbannigan.com

Rabbi Hillel Goldberg, 
Intermountain Jewish News, 
5 October 2012

“The stories are delighful. . .gorgeous illustrations.” Lauren Kramer, Jewish Book World



By BERNIE BELLAN
If you’ve ever watched

Ultimate Frisbee played, you
realize it’s a great way to engage
in some healthy exercise while at
the same time enjoying a friend-
ly, if spirited form of competition.
You can often see young men
and women playing the game in
Assiniboine Park or on Churchill
Drive, which are the two most
popular venues for the sport here
in Winnipeg. 

The rules of the game are quite
simple: There are seven players
from either team allowed on the
field at one time. Players have to
pass the frisbee to a player on the
same team from a stationary
position. If the frisbee hits the
ground or is intercepted by a player from the opposing team, posses-
sion goes to the other team. A goal is scored when a player catches
the frisbee over the opposing team’s goal line. The first team to reach
17 points wins the game.

This past July two brothers from Winnipeg both played in the World
Under-19 Ultimate Frisbee Championship, which was held in Locco,
Italy. Gil Binun, 19, was on the Canadian team (which was the tour-
nament champion), while his younger brother, Oren, 17, played for
the Israeli team.

I had a chance to speak with the brothers recently at the Rady JCC,
where both brothers are working as counsellors in the summer day
camp program there. They took time during lunch to chat with me
about their experience in Italy - also to give me a brief explanation of
the rules of the game.

Oren, 17, has just graduated from the Gray Academy and is about to
enter his first year at the University of Manitoba. Gil, 19, is also a
graduate of the Gray Academy, and is entering his third year of sci-
ence at the U of M.

Last year we had a
story about Gil
when he was part of
the Manitoba team
that won the under-
19 Canadian
Ultimate Frisbee
championship. This
year he was one of
six Manitobans to
make the Canadian
national team - out

of 30 who tried out from this
province, he says.

Both Gil and Oren have been
playing for three years - with
both of them having had their
first taste of the sport at the Gray
Academy. They’ll both be playing
together again at the U of M this
year, Gil says.

I asked Oren how he happened
to end up playing for the Israeli
team at the recent under-19
championships. He said that
when he failed to make the
Canadian team, “I contacted the
coach for Team Israel because
I’m an Israeli citizen, talked to
him about joining the team, went
to Israel for practices, and joined
the team in Italy.”

Oren explains that, while he wasn’t born in Israel, he’s an Israel cit-
izen by virtue of his father, Israel’s being an Israeli. (Oren’s mother is
Jodi Smordin.) The Israeli team ended up finishing in eighth place,
Oren notes - out of 24 teams altogether, which is “the best Israel has
ever done” in these championships, he says.

During the winter, Gil explains, they’ll both be practising in the U of
M soccer complex.

If you want to watch the complete interview with the Binun broth-
ers, the video is posted to our website on the home page. Prior to the
interview itself there is a clip of the winning goal scored by the
Canadian side against the team from the U.S. in the recent world
championship. If you watch that goal being scored you can appreci-
ate the level of skill and athleticism that goes into the sport at the high-
est levels.

Binun brothers take frisbee tossing to “ultimate” level
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This past July GIL (left) and OREN BINUN played in the World
Under-19 Ultimate Frisbee Championship in Lacco, Italy.

& LOUNGE
789 Portage Ave.

772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
The Finest in

Authentic Italian Food
Since 1978

We can cater your
Home or Office

Parties

Join us for dinner
 before Rainbow Stage...

Our Leila Ave. location is just a 2
minute drive from Kildonan Park

Sinclair

Le
ila

Paradise Restaurant
662 Leila Ave.

Main St.
Kildonan
Park

Grant & Wilton
Coffee House
1077 Grant

Saturday, Aug. 23
7:30 pm

Flamenco Guitar
& Dance
Featuring 

Philippe Meunier,
renowned flamen-

co guitarist
along with

Lazos Spanish
Dance Ensemble

also
Don Amero,

Award Winning
Singer/Song

Writer

Doors open 7:00
pm, Tickets $12,

Advance $10, Tel:
204/488-0207

Fun, set to
Music.
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Home for the Holidays at
Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun

The Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue Board of Directors is
pleased to announce that Rabbi Yossi Benarroch will once again
serve as Cantor and Scholar in Residence for this year’s High Holy
Days services. 

Rabbi Ari Ellis and Rabbi Benarroch will lead services and inter-
active discussion sessions and study groups throughout the day. 

Complimentary babysitting, junior congregation, and children’s
and teen’s programming will encourage thoughtful reflection and
spiritual renewal for all participants.

Rabbi Benarroch was born in Tangiers, Morocco, and raised in
Winnipeg. A Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate graduate, Rabbi
Benarroch holds a Bachelor degree in Phys. Ed and Biology and
teaching certificate from the University of Manitoba. Following
studies at Machon Harry Fischel Yeshiva in Israel, Rabbi
Benarroch received his smichah in 1989 in Jerusalem.

Rabbi Benarroch taught Jewish Studies and served as a congre-
gational rabbi in Phoenix and Vancouver. In 1999, Rabbi
Benarroch and his family made aliyah, and he held the position of
Educational Director of the Sephardic Educational Center in
Jerusalem from 1999-2010. 

During this time, his weekly online Dvar Torah reached over
5000 readers. Currently, Rabbi Benarroch is the Director of
Midreshet Eshel Seminary for Sephardic Women in Jerusalem. 

Contact the synagogue office at 204.489.6262 or
reception@herzlia.org to reserve your place with us. Members in
good standing at any synagogue will receive membership pricing
on High Holy Day seats. 

May God inscribe us all for a year filled with good health, peace
and prosperity, and may God grant peace to the citizens and land
of Israel!

Former Winnipeg choreographer
premieres work in New York

Lindsay Nelko’s ‘Awakening’ premiered at
the Aily Citygroup Theatre 

The following is taken from the
CBC website: 
ANDREA RATUSKI, CBC News

Choreographer Lindsay Nelko has
always dreamed of presenting a
full-length evening of her work.
Now her dream has turned into
reality when Awakening premiered
in New York City on August 6.

The former Winnipegger entered
the Capezio A.C.E. Award and was
second runner up, which entitled
her to three shows at the Aily
Citygroup Theatre.

“I was really excited to have this
opportunity, it was really an amaz-
ing journey,” she said.

Awakening was inspired by the
dream state. “The story is really
important to my life because it is
my awakening – it’s my journey, it’s
my path. It’s all the experiences that
have shaped my life, so I feel that
bringing it through with movement
is just incredible, especially with
these dancers,” she said.

Nelko, who is currently living in
Los Angeles, grew up in Winnipeg, learning dance at her mother’s
school, Shelley Shearer’s School of Dance.

“It was a really great experience, I just feel that creatively I was
more suited as a choreographer and I started that from a very young
age,” she said.

“Choreography is definitely my outlet, mentally, spiritually and
physically. I don’t really feel there’s any way to express how I feel
without movement.”

Nelko already has a number of successes under her belt, having
choreographed for The X Factor and So You Think You Can Dance.

Awakening premiered on Wednesday, August 6 at the Aily
Citygroup Theatre in New York City, followed by two more perfor-
mances on Thursday, August 7th.

LINDSAY NELKO: “Cho-
reography is definitely my
outlet, mentally, spiritually
and physically. I don’t real-
ly feel there’s any way to
express how I feel without
movement.”

Can you help identify this couple?
Hi Bernie,
We have spoken in the past.
My name is Danny Spodek

and I organize the hockey tour-
nament in Israel that many
Winnipeggers attended last year.

I am actually contacting you
on a personal matter.

My maternal grandparents
came to Winnipeg after the
Holocaust around 1948-1950
before they were forced to move
to Toronto for medical reasons
of their young child.

I have searched all over trying
to find out anything about their
stay here but have come up
empty.

My mom recently came across
this photo and I am hoping that
someone might recognize the
person and be able to shed some light.

The photo is of my grandparents’ landlady and her daughter.
All I know is that the photo is from June 6,1952 and the young

lady is named Evelyn
(The photo is of Evelyn’s graduation - I assume high school.)
If you could help in any way I would really appreciate it.
Thanks so much.
Let’s hope for a quiet Shabbat in Israel 
Shabbat shalom
Danny
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
The war in Gaza is on pause - if not over, and

now it is time to let Yiddish poetry speak. since
the 1920s American Yiddish poets criticized their
Israeli “stepbrothers” for forgetting what it means
to be Diaspora Jews. For them Yiddishkeit meant
compassion for powerless people. They were
afraid that Israelis are becoming like their gentile
aggressors. In 1948 Avrom Sutzkever asked a
passing bird to bring some snow from the old
country to the hot Israeli state. Perhaps we could
send the Israelis and Palestinians to Winnipeg.
Who can start a war in this cold weather?!

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
The Chavurat tefila Shul is Winnipeg’s northernmost congregation
Friday, Aug 22 Candle Lighting:8:15 Mincha:8:15 Schacharis:

9:30 Shabbat ends:9:13
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
morning services Monday, Wednesday and Thursday: 8:00
mincha/maariv service for week of Aug 24-28: 8:05
Rosh Chodesh Elul August 26, 27
Friday,August 29 Candle Lighting: 8:01 Mincha: 8:00

Schacharis: 9:30 Shabbat ends: 8:57
mincha/maariv service for week of August 31-Sept. 4: 7:50
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and

McGregor offers traditional Orthodox services in an informal set-
ting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying kaddish
to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, August 22 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service

6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:15 p.m.
Saturday, August 23 - Re’eh - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Afternoon service 1:00 p.m. Shabbat ends 9:13 p.m. 
Sunday, August 24 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Aug. 25 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service

6:00 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 26 - Wednesday, Aug. 27 - Rosh Chodesh
- morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 28 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, August 29 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service
6:00 p.m. candle lighting 8:01 p.m.

Saturday, August 30 - Shoftim - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Afternoon service 1:00 p.m. Shabbat ends 8:57 p.m.

Sunday, August 31 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 1 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service

6:00 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 2-Thursday, Sept. 4 - morning service
7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711;

www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, August 22 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 8:17 PM
Shabbat, August 23 - Parashat Re’eh - Morning Service 9:00

AM; Family Service 10:30 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM;
Havdallah 9:15 PM

Friday, August 29 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 8:02 PM

Shabbat, August 30 - Parashat Shoftim - Morning Service 9:00
AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 9:00 PM

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday
and Canadian Holidays 9:00 AM; Daily Evening Minyan:
Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check our website
or call the synagogue office.

HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG BEACH
In their new expanded synagogue building located at Camp

Massad. Services every Saturday morning only, commencing at
9:30 a.m. with Kiddush following.

You are invited to join us and enjoy a traditional egalitarian
Shabbat Service.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the

same location at 297 Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for
over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20
a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, August 22 at 8:15 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week -

RE’EH. Blessing of the New Month. Minch service at 8:15 p.m.
Shabbat ends at 9:13 p.m.

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 8:00 p.m.
Rosh Chodesh Elul - Tues. Aug. 26 and Wed. Aug. 27
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, August 29 at 8:01 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week -

SHOFTIM. Mincha service at 8:00 p.m. Shabbat ends at 8:57 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 7:45 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is

invited to attend.
TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077
Grant Avenue, will be holding: Friday August 22 6:15pm Shabbat
Service lay led by Seema Schachter

Saturday August 23 12pm Yoga Shalom
Saturday August 24 7:30pm Coffee House (TBA)
Friday August 29 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Mary Ann

Osinski with Janet Pelletier-Goetze
Saturday August 30 12pm Yoga Shalom
Wednesday Sept. 3 1:30pm Health & Well-Being Program

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES



A Nazi war criminal who was living in Winnipeg was found hanging
in his garage in 1960 - 44 years later a mystery still surrounds his death

By BERNIE BELLAN
The story that I wrote in our

last issue about the book The
Avengers has elicited some
interesting reactions from
readers. In her letter on page
5 Joanie Sheps recalls her
own personal connection to
Abba Kovner, the original
“avenger”. I also had a phone
call from Gordon Pullan, in
which he recalled his own
involvement bringing Nazi
war criminals to justice when
he served with B’nai Brith’s
Anti-Defamation League.
Pullan said that he remem-
bered the story about the
Nazi war criminal found dead in his garage quite vividly, but couldn’t
recall his name.

That got me to searching for more about the story. Like many other
reporters I first Googled the subject,, then read the Wikipedia article
that came up. Amazingly a primary source for the Wikipedia article
was our own Jewish Post & News. I referred to our own archive (avail-
able free of charge on our website). What follows is an excerpt from a
column written by the late Gene Telpner on Oct. 8, 1987:

Quite a few columns ago I wrote about a book called Forged in Fury,
which detailed the hanging in Winnipeg of an alleged war criminal by
one or more Israeli “agents”.

They apparently had flown here, carried out the execution, and then
caught a plane out of the city the same day.

At the time, the Free Press story reported the man’s death as a sui-
cide, and the name given in the item was not his real one. His real
name was Alexander Laak, and the wartime actions in which he
allegedly participated took place in Estonia, near Tallin. 

At one time, Laak worked at the RCAF base in Winnipeg. When he

came to Canada from Europe he had
received “clearance” from the British and Americans, but apparently
the Russians wanted him back for further investigation. 

Now all of this original story was in 1960, and not until 1970, when
the book Forged in Fury was
published, did the details
emerge. Those details came
as a shock to Arthur
Drache, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Samuel Drache of this city,
for several reasons.

For one, Arthur was a Free
Press reporter when the
“suicide” was printed and
covered the story. Asked
about it, Drache said, “We
wrote a couple of stories
“which received page one
play, but did not give his
name because of libel
laws.”

But when Drache, who is
now Arthur Drache Q.C.
with the law firm of Drache
Rotenberg in Ottawa, read
Forged in Fury, he got full
details for the first time. He
wrote to the Free Press to
tell them about the book’s
revelations, but says he
never got a response from
the newspaper.

One of the saddest parts
of the story to Drache is the
fact that he and Laak’s son
were classmates at Gordon
Bell, and played on the school football team.

Laak was never publicly identified in Winnipeg while he was alive. It
is believed that there had been accusations from some sources, but he
protested his innocence.

Arthur Drache explained, “Only his ‘suicide’ allowed fuller disclo-
sures and until I read Forged in Fury I was quite at a loss to explain his
actions.”

Then, in our Feb. 20, 1991 issue Myron Love had this story:
Manitoba RCMP looking into 30-year-old suicide of alleged Nazi
By MYRON LOVE

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police have re-opened an investiga-
tion into the apparent suicide 30 years ago of an alleged Estonian Nazi
living in Winnipeg. The new investigation was requested by the provin-
cial Attorney-General’s Department, following an article on the case
last winter in the Winnipeg Free Press, and a subsequent letter by a
member of the public to the attorney-general, asking that this possible
murder be investigated, in light of the war crimes prosecutions taking
place in the country.

Alexander Laak was found hanging in his garage on September 6,
1960, according to Sargent Wes Border of the RCMP’s General
Investigation Section. The section is looking into the matter, after a
series of newspaper reports from the Soviet Union, alleging Laak was
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ARTHUR DRACHE: Now one of
Canada’s foremost tax attor-
neys, in 1960 he was a Free
Press reporter assigned to inter-
view Laak.

ALEXANDER LAAK, left, and in Red Army uniform, right: was never
publicly identified in Winnipeg while he was alive. It is believed
that there had been accusations from some sources, but he protest-
ed his innocence.

Continued on next page.

The book that suggested Laak was
killed by a Mossad agent.



a Nazi collaborator. The
Winnipeg police investigated his

death at the time.
A coroner’s inquest, headed by Dr. I.O. Fryer, then the province’s

chief medical officer, ruled the death an apparent suicide, and the case
was closed.

In the early 1970s, an author named Michael Elkins published a
book called Forged in Fury, in which he described how an Israeli agent
named Arnie Berg came to Winnipeg from South America, and gave
Laak the choice of committing suicide or having him and his wife killed
by Berg.

Last February, Winnipeg Free Press reporter Dave Roberts wrote a
story on the case, with reference to Elkins’ report. (Roberts is unavail-
able for comment. He is currently in the Middle East.) The article also
led to the attack on retired journalist Keith Rutherford by a couple of
Skinheads in Alberta last year. The Skinheads claimed they were pay-
ing him back for exposing Laak. One claimed to be Laak’s son, but
there is no record of any family. (Ed. note: Gene Telpner’s story does
disclose that Laak had a son – also someone whom Arthur Drache
knew, so the notion that Laak’s son may have been part of a group that
attacked Rutherford is certainly plausible.)

Sgt. Border isn’t optimistic the GIS investigation will turn up any-
thing. “Thirty years is a long time,” he says. “People are dead. Reports
are no longer available to us.”

He reports contacts have been made with the war crimes investiga-
tion unit in Ottawa to check their information on Estonian war crimes,
and with Israel to find out if Elkins’ book was fact or fiction. “We’re
waiting to hear back to see if we should look into this more seriously,”
he says. “With everything going on in the Middle East, and consider-
ing this is 30 years old, I don’t expect this matter will be pushed to the
forefront. It’s a case that will not be easy to investigate.”

We’re playing catch-up.”

But, in attempting to find out more about Alexander Laak, I came
across this information on a white supremacist website:

“Alexander Laak , former commandant of the Jägala camp in Estonia
where a large number of Jews were supposedly massacred, is alleged
to have committed suicide by hanging in his garage in Winnipeg ,
Canada. A number of Laak’s subordinates had at the time been given
harsh sentences at a Soviet show trial. According to an article in Der
Tagespiegel September 8, 1960, Laak had declared the Soviet allega-
tions against him to be “99% lies and Communist propaganda.” In

Michael Elkins’ book Forged in Fury (1971) it is claimed that a Jewish
“avenger” named Arnie Berg travelled to Winnipeg to kill Laak, and
that Laak hanged himself under Berg’s supervision in order to not have
his wife shot by Berg.”

As a follow-up to the information that I’ve reproduced here about
Alexander Laak, I contacted Arthur Drache, who is now one of
Canada’s most respected tax lawyers.

As Gene Telpner mentions in his story, in 1960 Drache was working
as a reporter for the Free Press. Drache told me, during a phone con-
versation, that he was a student at Brandeis University at the time.

Drache says that his assignment editor had received a tip that Laak
was living in Winnipeg. According to Drache, it came from a Russian
source. The Estonian community in Winnipeg was quite small at the
time, Drache said, and it was an easy matter for him to track Laak
down.

He told me that he and another reporter went to Laak’s house in St.
James and spent some time speaking with him. According to Drache,,
Laak downplayed the role he had played in the Jägala camp in Estonia,
describing his duties as akin to being “the warden of Stony Mountain”,
in Drache’s words.

As Telpner noted in his story, Drache went on to write about Laak,
but without revealing his true name. Drache said to me that he found
the notion that a Mossad agent tracked Laak down and forced him to
commit suicide was highly implausible.

But, I suggested to him, the same information that had been given to
the Free Press, presumably by Russian authorities, might also have
been given to the Israelis. 

Drache did concede that point. He went on to say that immediately
after he wrote his story about Laak, which was in late August, 1960,
he recalled, he drove to Boston to resume his studies at Brandeis. On
the way he happened to pick up a copy of the New York Times, which
published a major story about the suicide of Alexander Laak but, as
was the case of the Free Press story about the suicide, the NY Times
story did not reveal his true name.

Drache also confirmed that he had read Michael Elkins’ account of
what supposedly happened to Laak, i.e. that he was forced to commit
suicide by a Mossad agent but that he still strongly doubts that’s what
happened.

At the end of our conversation, Drache wryly insisted that he is still
of “copus mentis” (of sound mind), although, he noted self-effacingly,
he can recall events that happened in 1960 much better than what
happened yesterday.
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Continued from previous page.

Further to this story - we also
received a very interesting e-mail
from composer Sid Robinovitch,
who related his own connection
to Abba Kovner:

Bernie:
I just read your review of “The

Avengers” and was particularly
interested in your reference to
Abba Kovner who figured promi-
nently in that book. You point out
that he was a figure of monumen-
tal courage and mention that he is
not particularly well known to
students of Jewish history. Let me
tell you how I first encountered
his name. 

About 3 years ago I discovered
through the internet an Israeli
poet by the name of Elisha Porat.
Porat was a veteran of 3 Israeli
wars and I decided to use some of
his war poetry as text for a choral
work that was commissioned by one of the campuses of the
University of Wisconsin. I contacted one of Porat’s translators for
additional material and ended up engaging in an email correspon-
dence with Elisha himself. Curiously, at the end of each of his mes-
sages was a quote about Abba Kovner:

(They asked Abba Kovner: “Do you believe in God?” Abba Kovner
replied: “I believe in Jews who believe in God.”)

Later I discovered that Elisha was a disciple of Abba Kovner and

they both lived at Kibbutz Ein
Hahoresh which is not far from
Hadera. After my piece was pre-
miered in Wisconsin in March,
2012, I visited Porat at Ein
Hahoresh and he gave me a
tour of the kibbutz on his motor

scooter. Included in the tour was a visit to the local cemetery where
Porat’s parents were buried. I noticed that Abba Kovner was also
buried there and I am including the picture I took of his grave. (The
other photo is of Porat.) Little did I realize that Elisha would end up
in that same cemetery less than a year later, dying at the age of 74
from heart complications.

Although Elisha is no longer with us, we still have his remarkable
poetry, and it may be of interest to your readers that the piece that I
wrote based on his work entitled “Songs in a Time of War” will
receive its Canadian premiere by the Winnipeg Singers under the
direction of Yuri Klaz at a concert of choral music by Jewish com-
posers. The concert takes place on Sunday, October 19th at 3 PM at
the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

ELISHA PORAT

Abba Kovner’s grave at Kibbutz Ein Hahoresh

Yet another connection to famed Partisan, Israeli war hero and poet Abba Kovner

“.



By BERNIE BELLAN
A recently-shot documentary about what

life in contemporary Poland is like for Jews
who live there is about to receive its
Winnipeg premiere. The film, titled “We Are
Here”, was made by Torontonian Francine
Zuckerman.

The following is taken from a press release
which we received about the film:

“We Are Here is a film about a people, a
community and individual families are
impacted by the events of World War II. The
film will open in Winnipeg at The Winnipeg
Cinematheque on Friday, August 29th, 2014.

“How can one carry on in the face of over-
whelming odds? These are the stories of five
Jews who are all trying to build a life in
Poland after the downfall of Communism.
Can we progress from a country containing
the unmarked graves of three million, to one
which now celebrates life? These five people
and their families struggle to find their place
as Jews in the new Poland.

“This film opened in Toronto to enthusiastic
audiences and Vancouver, Berlin and
Warsaw. William Brownridge in Toronto Film
Scene wrote, “ Although it focuses on Jewish
people in Poland, the message that we should
all find pride in our heritage, no matter what
it is, makes this worthwhile viewing for every-
body, regardless of background.” It recently
had a very successful run in Montreal and full
houses at the Documentary Edge Festival in
New Zealand.

“From the lens of veteran filmmaker
Francine Zuckerman, whose own father fled
Poland in 1939 for Canada, settling in the
Prairies, this groundbreaking new film exca-
vates the fragile, shaky rebirth of Polish
Jewish life in the shadow of the Holocaust. 

“A poignant cinematic look at the attempt
to revive Jewish life in Poland since the
Holocaust, We Are Here details the conflicts
of constructing a new Polish-Jewish identity

for its subjects and the filmmaker. 
“Considering the one thousand

year history of a Jewish presence in
Poland on the very soil which bore
witness to the most horrific atrocities
of the 20th Century, these five Jews
tell their stories of growing up, not
knowing they were Jewish or denying
their Jewish identity with concurrent
stories of life in contemporary
Poland.”

Having viewed the film myself (on
Vimeo), I can’t honestly say that I was
totally fascinated by this film. There
are too many scenes in which we
have to listen to long monologues by
the individuals whose lives are pro-
filed during the course of the docu-
mentary. As well, like many other
documentaries, it takes quite some
time to understand why you’re seeing
something that seems to take quite a
bit of time to unravel.

I hope I don’t give anything away
though by revealing that, during the course of
her shooting this movie, filmmaker Francine
Zuckerman found herself becoming so
enmeshed in her Polish heritage that, she
reveals at the end of the film, she decided to
take out Polish citizenship herself. As a result
I asked her (in an e-mail) whether she now
lives in Poland.

Here is how Francine responded: “No, I live
in Canada but felt it was an important symbol
to get my citizenship considering my father
fled Poland to save his life. I plan to make
another film in Poland with Jewish subject
material.”

I would think though that anyone with
Polish roots may find this documentary par-
ticularly absorbing. Having just been to
Poland (with my wife) this past June, I could
appreciate the hold that Poland has over the
Jews who choose to remain there, despite the
fact that only 10,000 Jews live there today.

You can watch a trailer for We Are Here at
http://vimeo.com/77738252 or https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=wed9lMIiJtU

We Are Here opens exclusively in
Winnipeg August 29th at Cinematheque, 100
Arthur Street and runs nightly from Aug. 29 -
31 at 7 pm; Sept. 3 at 7 pm; and Sept. 4 at 9
pm. 

Thousands of pro-peace
demonstrators gather in Tel Aviv

JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Thousands of
demonstrators gathered in Tel Aviv to call
for peace with the Palestinians.

Signs at Saturday night's rally in Rabin
Square read “Jews and Arabs refuse to be
enemies,” “When there is no peace war
comes,” and “Yes to a diplomatic solution.”

Israeli media reported the number of
d e m o n s t r a t o r s
ranged from 2,000
to the 10,000 esti-
mated by rally orga-
nizers.

The demonstra-
tion, which was
organized by Peace
Now and the
Meretz and Hadash
parties, was post-
poned from last
week, when Israel's
Home Front
Command refused
to give organizers a
permit due to safety
concerns as rockets
fired from Gaza
continued to fall on
the area.

Zahava Gal-On,
leader of the left-
wing Meretz, called
for the resignation
of Prime Minister
B e n j a m i n
Netanyahu, saying
he failed to bring
quiet to Israel's
southern communi-
ties. She said
Netanyahu must
return to peace
negotiations. 

New documentary about Jewish life in contemporary Poland to air at Cinematheque
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In the picture above someone has written “We love
you Jews”. The man standing in front of the stone is
a 92-year-old Holocaust survivor who is one of the
most endearing characters in “We Are Here”
(I might be wrong about the exact translation of
what is written here. My Polish is a little rusty.)



Will Larry David’s Broadway show add to his Jewish file?
By AMI EDEN

NEW YORK (JTA) – In Larry David’s fake
real-life world on the HBO sitcom “Curb
Your Enthusiasm,” he is tapped by Mel
Brooks to take over the Zero Mostel-
Nathan Lane role of Max Bialystock in the
megahit Broadway adaptation of “The
Producers.”

Just as Max and accountant Leo Bloom
set out to make money by producing a
surefire bomb, Brooks picks Larry with
the (secret) goal of killing the Tony Award-
winning musical and getting his life back.
But in an art-imitates-art twist, Larry (like
“Springtime for Hitler”) miraculously
becomes a hit.

Now comes news that the real real-life
Larry David is set to make his Broadway
debut in 2015 with a play titled “Fish in
the Dark.” David wrote the script and will star in the show.

David isn’t saying much about the details except that it is a comedy
about a death in the family. Before the official announcement, the buzz
was that the show would be called “Shiva.”

So odds are good that David will be adding to his already sizable
Jewish canon.

OK, he’s not Philip Roth. But who is? Few in showbiz have tackled as
many Jewish topics with as much attitude and as prominently as David
has on “Curb” and as the co-creator/lead writer of “Seinfeld.”

Among the highlights:
Survivors and making out during ‘Schindler’s List’

It was fitting that in 2004, David dedicated the entire fourth season of
“Curb” to the Larry-gets-cast-in-”The Producers” plot line. Few have
followed as boldly in Brooks’ footsteps as David when it comes to turn-
ing the Holocaust into a punch line. In fact, you could argue that David
has attempted a far more daring (some would say offensive) maneuver
– whereas Brooks deployed comedy as a weapon against Hitler, David
has taken aim at the hallowed status of survivors and Holocaust memo-
rialization.

First came the “Seinfeld” episode (“The Raincoats”) when Jerry is
caught making out with his girlfriend during a screening of “Schindler’s
List.” As it turns out, the roots of the gag were actually the doldrums of
synagogue.

“I think it must have come from sitting in temple,” David said sever-
al years ago in an interview packaged with the release of the series on
DVD. “I would sit in temple wondering what would happen if I
reached over and touched my wife’s breast now or something like that.
I can’t pay attention; my mind wanders.”

Count Jerry Stiller, fictional father of George Costanza on “Seinfeld,”
among those who
was a little squea-
mish about the bit.

“I just felt that they
had gone over the
line with that one,”
Stiller, who is Jewish,
once commented
about the episode.
But he quickly
added with a laugh,
“Then I said, ‘Well,
Jews go over the
line.’ “

David would cross
the line again – this
time in an episode of
“Curb” featuring a
showdown between
a Holocaust survivor
and a contestant on
the reality show
“Survivor” over
which one had it
rougher.
Israel activism and

tribal loyalty
In 2011, between

the last two large-
scale Israel-Hamas
conflicts, David gave
us a “Curb” episode
titled “Palestinian
Chicken.” A lesser

artist would have settled for interethnic
feuding between supporters of the Jewish
deli and the new Palestinian chicken place,
but David also delivered a biting take on the
often tedious sniping between Jewish uni-
versalists (Larry, who has a yen for the chick-
en and lusts after the Palestinian owner of
the restaurant) and tribalists (a yarmulke-
clad Marty Funkhauser disgusted by Larry’s
betrayal).

Bonus factoid: Funkhauser is played by
Bob Einstein, whose brother is Albert Brooks
(yes, that’s right, real name: Albert Einstein).

Mohels and rabbis
Jewish clergy haven’t fared too well in

David’s creative hands (then again, few peo-
ple do). The rabbis on “Seinfeld” and “Curb”
are always flawed, either incapable of keep-
ing a secret or self-absorbed. And then

there’s the shaky-handed mohel from “The Bris” episode of “Seinfeld.”
The seder

On “The Seder” episode of “Curb,” Larry takes “Let all who are hun-
gry come and eat” to a new level – inviting a registered sex offender at
the last second.

Jewish self-hatred
“Curb” ended its fifth season with a multi-episode arc featuring Larry

being told he was adopted and tracking down his supposed birth fam-
ily – a collection of decidedly un-neurotic and extremely kind religious
Christians. In short, the exact opposite of Larry. The result is a new, gen-
tile, gentler Larry. Until he discovers it was all a mistake, at which point
he returns to his old self (following a brief trip to heaven). Implication:
The Jews and the Jewish are responsible for all of Larry’s loathsome
characteristics.

It’s hard to think of a more decidedly anti-Jewish message on televi-
sion.

Not that there’s anything wrong with that – as long as it’s funny.
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“Curb Your Enthusiasm” episode titled
“Palestinian Chicken.”
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As part of its 60th anniversary celebrations, BB Camp will be hold-
ing an alumni reunion this coming weekend (Aug. 22-24). According
to camp executive director Brenda Tessler, over 150 are expected to
attend the reunion, including the camp’s very first director, Sid Green.
Brenda also says that attendees will range from individuals in their
early 20’s to ones in their early 80’s.

As well, in conjunction with the Jewish Heritage Centre, BB Camp
has arranged  exhibit, also in celebration of the camp’s 60th anniver-
sary, and which is showcasing the 60 years of the camp’s existence.
The exhibit is now on display in the Asper Campus in the gallery
where the Jewish Heritage Centre displays its exhibits. In addition the

Jewish Heritage Centre provided some of the materials from its
archives for the exhibit.

According to exhibit designer Alisha Paul, the exhibit, which is titled
“Proud of You and I”, “showcases BB Camp’s journey from the early
1950s (prior to its existence on Town Island in Lake of the Woods) to
today. It highlights BB Camp’s diverse culture, its commitment to the
Judaic community, and the recent exciting news that the City of
Kenora passed a motion to accept BB Camp’s offer to purchase 30
acres of Town Island.” 

Alisha says that “the exhibit will run until the end of October 2014”. 

BB Camp presents exhibit on its 60-year history at Asper Campus

Community news

Three charged in scuffle at Calgary pro-Palestinian rally
TORONTO (JTA) -- Three pro-Palestinian activists were charged

with assault stemming from a rally for Gaza in Calgary that turned
violent.

Hundreds of pro-Palestinian activists had converged July 18
outside City Hall in the western Canada city when a small group
of pro-Israel demonstrators gathered across the street. A series of
scuffles broke out and three people were assaulted.

On Tuesday, Aziz Mohammad Madi, 18, was charged with two
counts of assault, according to Sunmedia, while Arlsan Khan, 27,
and a 16-year-old who cannot be named under Canadian lawn
are each facing one count. All three are scheduled to appear in
court on Sept. 15.

It took police nearly a month to press charges because of the
complexity of the investigation, Inspector Cliff O'Brien told
Sunmedia.

"One of the challenges with an investigation like this is you
have several hundred people who are very passionate and emo-
tional," he said. "And there are thousands of images out there,
including video."

Charges are also expected against a fourth man, whom police
have identified but not yet found.
Car vandalized with swastika at murdered rabbi’s Fla. memorial

(JTA) – A mourner attending a memorial service in North Miami
Beach, Fla., for murdered rabbi Joseph Raksin had his car defaced
with anti-Semitic symbols. 

A swastika and Iron Cross were etched Sunday, August 10 on a
BMW owned by the mourner, the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
reported. The Miami-Dade Police Department is investigating the
vandalism. 

The service at the Bais Menachem Chabad synagogue was held
a day after Raksin was shot and killed while was on his way to
Sabbath morning services there. Raksin, 60, of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
was in south Florida visiting his daughter and her family. 

On Tuesday, hundreds gathered in the Crown Heights section of
Brooklyn for the funeral procession for Raksin, a father of six who
was a leader in the Orthodox community. His hearse passed
Chabad-Lubavitch headquarters there. 

At a news conference on the same day, Police Chief Alfredo
Ramirez said his department is “utilizing all its resources to
apprehend the perpetrators” in the shooting, according to the
Sun-Sentinel. 

Police said they were looking for two men who walked away
after shooting Raksin. One who was wearing a yellow shirt; the
other had on an orange shirt. 

Maj. Hector Llevat of the Miami-Dade Police Department’s
Homicide Bureau said the investigation is in its preliminary stages
and the motive is unknown. 

Al Kornberg and Mindel Mohr in a 1950s photo

Sylvan Leipsic, a successful businessman
and ardent boater, was one of the dri-
ving forces behind the creation of BB
Camp and a staunch supporter the rest
of his life.

Part of the tableau on display in the Campus
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Davey the Punk
By BOB BOSSIN
Published by The Porcupine’s
Quill
Erin, Ontario 2014
186 pages

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
I first heard Bob Bossin some-

time in the 1980s or 90s when he
was the leader of the popular folk
band, “Stringband”, and when he
appeared on Peter Gzowski’s
CBC Radio morning show,
“Morningside”. I remember how
intelligent Bossin sounded and
how clever the lyrics of his songs
were.

This past July I had the chance
to watch Bob Bossin perform live
during the Winnipeg Fringe
Festival, when he came to town
to do his one-man show “Davey
the Punk”. I had previewed
Bossin’s play in our July 9 issue –
along with nine other plays that
had  some sort of Jewish connec-
tion - tenuous as it may have
seemed in certain cases.

By chance I ran into Bossin
prior to the beginning of another
very clever and entertaining play
titled “Confessions of an
Operatic Mute”. Just like any other Fringe performer Bossin was hand-
ing out cards for his show, inviting people to come and see it. I intro-
duced myself to Bossin as the guy who had printed a preview of his
show in our paper and immediately discovered how congenial he
was. Bossin also introduced me to his partner, Elizabeth Shefrin, who,
she confirmed to me, has several cousins in Winnipeg by the same
name.

Then, after I actually went to watch his show which, to my mind,
was the best of the 12 or so shows that I saw during this year’s Fringe,
I decided to buy Bossin’s book of the same name as his play. I also said
to Bossin that his play would be perfect for the Winnipeg Jewish
Theatre to present – were that theatre company ever to come back
from its present uncertain status. His one-man show was so oriented
toward a Jewish audience, laced as it was with Yiddishisms and stories
about bubbies, zaydehs and other familiar characters to whom almost
anyone of a certain age could relate that I told Bossin I would do what
I could to see him bring his show back to Winnipeg.

When I began to read the book Davey the Punk, however, I realized
almost immediately why Bossin decided to write a book in addition to
penning his play. The play essentially tells the story of Bossin’s father,
Davey Bossin, and his murky past living on the edge of the law. The
book does far more than that. It offers a comprehensive view of a seg-
ment of Toronto’s Jewish community in the first half of the 20th cen-
tury which has likely never received much exposure prior to this book.

That segment consists of the myriad of dubious and shady characters
who exist within every group in the world and who make their living
through whichever illicit means they can develop. In Davey Bossin’s
case, that living was earned through association with the horse-racing
industry, not as a gambler or bookie, but first as a “layoff artist”, then
later as the conduit whereby gamblers and bookies could obtain
immediate race horse results over the phone.

In both cases Davey Bossin found himself constantly evading relent-
less police investigations of his activities, but through one clever
means after another, he always managed to stay one step ahead of the
law. Space does not permit a full exposition on just what it is that
Davey Bossin used to do to earn his money. Suffice to say that the
gambling world has so many permutations within its environs that a
clever and quick-thinking individual can find a way to make a lot of
money without risking anything at all.

Into this world stepped a host of well-known characters, many of
whom crossed paths with Davey Bossin at one time or another.
Among those perhaps the two names that would be best known to
readers would be the legendary Arnold Rothstein, the man who
allegedly “fixed” the 1919 World Series and who “was the model for
Meyer Wolfsheim in “The Great Gatsby”, according to Bob Bossin;
and Frank Costello, who was the first gangster to unite the disparate
Mafia clans into one unified organization (and who was later suc-
ceeded by the far more ruthless Al Capone).

Bossin not only
creates a world rich in tapestry,
he displays a tremendous
amount of research into the sub-
ject of how the criminal under-
world operated. As well - as he
explains during the course of the
book, he had to piece together
his father’s past – which was
kept well-hidden from him as he
was growing up, and which
largely remained a mystery to
him until he was well into his
40s, through a series of inter-
views he conducted with rela-
tives, friends of his father, and
other individuals who happened
to have dealings with Davey
Bossin through the years.

Bob Bossin’s writing style is
clear and erudite. His descrip-
tions of life in the tenement area
of Toronto where his father grew
up are shocking in the degree to
which they convey just how abject was the poverty of the Toronto
immigrant Jewish community in the early 1900s. As well Bossin doc-
uments the rampant anti-Semitism that suffused government attitudes
at all levels of society in Canada during that period, especially within
the federal Liberal government of Mackenzie King.

Here is one excerpt from Davey the Punk that provides a clear illus-
tration of Bossin’s writing style, along with his scholarship: “From the
vantage point of the twenty-first century, it is hard to imagine the
extent of anti-Semitism in Canada in the first half of the twentieth cen-
tury. From 1920 on, Jews were effectively barred from immigrating.
Those who had come earlier and established themselves, like the
Bossins, found that apartment buildings would not rent to them.
Banks, insurance companies, and other major employers would not
hire them. My uncle Hye was turned down for a newspaper job
because, they told him, they already had a Jewish reporter. Jews could
attend university (though the University of Toronto Medical School
kept racial quotas into the 1960s). However, when they graduated,
Jewish doctors could not find internships. Schools would not hire
Jewish teachers. Davey took up the gambling business because it was
one of the few white-collar jobs open to him.”

Interweaving stories about his own family with expositions on the
gambling industry and such things as the Kefauver Commission hear-
ings on organized crime (which were dramatized in “The Godfather
II” so brilliantly), Bossin delivers a book that will at times leave you
laughing, at other times perhaps crying, but at all times royally enter-
tained.

Davey the Punk is available at McNally Robinson bookstore. By the
way, Bob Bossin himself is thoroughly approachable and can be con-
tacted directly at bob@bossin.com

I’m sure he’d love to hear from anyone who might take the time to
read his book or who may have followed him during his career in
“Stringband”.

Toronto’s Jewish community history was rife with colourful  and often shady characters

The book’s cover features a pic-
ture of Davey Bossin seated at a
desk in his home, from where he
transmitted horse race results
over 56 different phone lines at
one time. Bossin was never
found guilty of committing any
illegal acts despite many
attempts of various Ontario
authorities to do so.

Bob Bossin on
stage performing
his one-man show
“Davey the Punk”
- a story laced
with a colourful
cast of characters,
including several
Jewish “mob-
sters”among oth-
ers

The Bossin family
sometime

in the 1940s
Young Bob Bossin with
his parents, Marci and
Davey Bossin (The book
reveals a surprise about
Marci toward the end.) 

Legendary gambler Al
Rothstein - the man
who allegedly “fixed”
the 1919 World Series
and who was a hero
for young Davey
Bossin and many other
young Jews who had
criminal aspirations

Mobster Frank Costello - a
friend of Davey Bossin’s, and
who unified various Mafia clans
into what became an organized
group. In this picture Costello is
testifying before the Kefauver
Commission into organized
crime, which was later drama-
tized in “The Godfather II”.

Books



Marvelous Mandy can sure bring the heat…and more
Thanks to sportswriter Glen Dawkins of the

Winnipeg Sun, I learned of another Jewish gem
while perusing his August 10th account of the
Canadian senior women’s fastpitch champi-
onship in which, for the second year in a row,

the Smitty’s Terminators captured
silver at John Blumberg Softball
Complex in Headingly.

The name MANDY GREENBERG
jumped out at me as if it had been
printed in red and in 3D. The more
I studied his account, the more I
surmised that the Terminators must
have brought in a real ringer in
order to gain a competitive advan-
tage by strengthening the team. 

In her first tournament game
Greenberg struck out eight and
allowed one hit in a 2-0 victory
over the Smitty’s Juniors,  then
fanned 10 and allowed two hits in a
2-0 victory over Alberta’s Calahoo
Erins in a semifinal game.

In the all-important
final vs. Ontario’s
Whitby Eagles, the
Manitoba reps
bowed 5-2, with
starter Ashley Lantz
absorbing the loss
after being charged
with all five runs.
Mandy came on in
relief for Smitty’s and
struck out five of the
six batters she faced. 

At that juncture I
phoned Terminators’
head coach Roy
Holenski, who was
unavailable, and
instead spoke with
his wife Evelyn, who
has been team man-
ager for many years. I
was familiar with
both fastball afi-
cionados since I had
been seated together
with them a few years
ago at the annual
M a n i t o b a
Sportswriters &
S p o r t s c a s t e r s
Association Dinner at
the Convention
Centre. And, needless
to say, we talked fast-
ball and about the
best-known amateur
ball teams in the
province, if not the
country. 

When I mentioned
the 24-year-old
Greenberg, Evelyn lit-
erally gushed: “She
was absolutely awe-
some (on the mound).
Mandy was presented
an award at the tour-
nament for being
voted the ‘Most
Valuable Pitcher.’ If
we could have rode
her a little longer,
we’d have won gold
instead of silver. She’s
such a nice person.
She’s pure and down
to earth.” 

Next stop in the hunt? Chase down the marvelous Mandy who, I
learned, works in child care at the moment. The West Kildonan resident,
who graduated from Garden City Collegiate was, not surprisingly, mod-
est to a fault. And yes, she’s a woman athlete for all seasons.

“At GCC I also played basketball, volleyball, golf, and track and field,”
she said matter of factly. Knowing that I was from a Jewish publication,
Greenberg also informed, without my not yet having inquired, that she
had also been to Israel for the last Maccabiah Games. 

“I played for Canada’s team. I had a fracture in my forearm and I only
pitched for two games. I did well considering. I have (in the past) also
had surgery on my thumb and my elbow.”

Needless to say, playing A-Class calibre fastpitch doesn’t happen if
you’re a casual participant. Mandy was of elementary age when the
sport piqued her interest. “My sister Taryn, 26, was a pitcher and she’s
still playing B ball now for Manitoba Thunder; so I thought I’d go to one
of her clinics. I used to play first base and thought I’d try pitching and
just found that I was better at that. I played in Stonewall, and with other
Manitoba teams such as the Thunder, Magic, and the Angels” she
explained. 

As for Mandy’s arsenal on the mound, as they say in baseball, she can
bring the heat. “My best pitch is the riseball. I use it 85% of the time.
You’re pretty effective if you can throw it. It’s a very dominant pitch for
any good pitcher. It looks like it’s coming in as a fastball.” 

Reflecting for a moment on the tournament at John Blumberg , the
daughter of Michael and Lori Greenberg admitted that pitching a total
of 38 innings (on a week-end) eventually wears you down. (Hence she
appeared only in relief in the final game.)

If you’re not quite impressed yet, “Hang on Sloopy, Sloopy Hang on” –
she’s the real McCoy. 

My subject, who went on to Minot State for four years, wasn’t by any
stretch of the imagination out of her league. In her last year at college
Greenberg was Northern Sun Conference “Pitcher of the Year.” In addi-
tion, she made the All-Conference team, was named to the All-Region
team, and received honorable mention to the All-American team. 

She led the Minot Beavers on the mound in 2013 with a 25-5 overall
record, while leading them to their  first-ever NCAA Division II National
Tournament appearance, and set multiple MISU records in the process,
including posting a 1.12 ERA. Altogether she pitched 168.2 innings and
recorded 258 strikeouts. 

Mandy ended her Minot State career with an overall 73-28 won-lost
record, a 1.77 ERA and 867 strikeouts. She collected a career-best 17
strikeouts in a 5-1 win against Northern Sun foe Upper Iowa University. 

Her head coach at Minot State, Bill Triplett, perhaps summed up
Greenberg’s final season best: “She was a constant for us in the circle
(mound) and she left everything she had out on the field. I am honored
to have coached her over her career and I am very proud of the season
she had.”

What lies ahead for Greenberg whose major at Minot State was
Physical Education? Surprisingly, she shared with me that “It wasn’t for
me. Right now I’m working at a ‘day care’ until this fall when I will be
taking a two-year program in Early Childhood Education at Red River
College.” Unfortunately, for her local fastpitch opposition, she is still
going to be bringing the heat with her riseball, but only 85% of the time. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and cov-
ers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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HARVEY ROSEN

MANDY GREENBERG, inset, and pitching in Israel at the Maccabiah
Games.
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We are seniors
Chapter no. 60

For those of you
who have been fol-
lowing this series of
articles, you would
know, by now, that I
am a movie buff. Yes,
I am hard pressed
today to find movies
that I really like to

watch! So, I look to the past, to find five-star
movies that I can enjoy, more than once. We
are fortunate to have a Panasonic T.V. that has a
P.V.R. (Personal Video Recorder). Further,
because we have the Shaw TV package we can
access two TV stations that have no commer-
cials during the actual showing of a movie.

They are: T.C.M. (Turner Classic Movies), on
Channel 42, and Encore Avenue, on Channel
32. Recently, we watched “Mr. Roberts”,
which starred Henry Fond in a movie about
the tedium aboard supply ships in the Pacific
during World War II. Besides the excellent
performance by Fonda as Lieutenant Roberts,
the supply executive chief,  there was also a
stellar performance by Jack Lemmon as the
laundry executive who fears the captain,
played by James Cagney. 

In one scene, Lemmon proposes to design a
large firecracker using Fulminate of Mercury
and place it under the captain’s bunk to cre-
ate a large explosion. He decides to try it first
in the laundry room. When it ignites and fills
the lower deck with soap suds, the results are
hilarious!

Another very funny scene results when
Fonda convinces Cagney to grant the crew
shore leave, in one of the exotic islands of the
South Pacific. The results of this caper could
leave you clutching your sides with laughter.
And that’s the type of entertainment we need
in today’s movies. But try to find it - good luck
with that. For those of you who haven’t seen
this movie yet, you have a real treat in store

for you. For those who have already seen it
perhaps it will still bring a few chuckles of
remembrance.

Another five-star musical we watched
recently was “My Fair Lady” with Rex
Harrison and Audrey Hepburn. (She was one
of my favourites.) Hepburn plays the part of
Eliza Dolittle, a poor flower girl in downtown
London, England. She meets Professor
Higgins, played by Rex Harrison, who is just
leaving a theatre performance. He specializes
in the teaching of phonetics. When he over-
hears Hepburn speaking guttural English he
makes a wager with a fellow phoneticist, that
he could teach this girl to speak proper
English and pass her off as a princess. She
comes to his home to take lessons so that she
could become “a lady”. The music is won-
derful. The rest is history!

Picture this: A small fishing village, located
on the west coast of Italy. Luigi is leaving his
wife, Rosa, to go down to their small rowboat
after a family argument.

He says “Rosa, I have had enough! I am a
gonna leave you.”

She says “Please don leave me Luigi. What
will I do with your fishing rod?”

“Give it to that no-good neighbour of ours,”
he replies as he rows away.

“Luigi, what will I do with your shot-a
gun?”

“Give it to that no-good neighbour of ours.” 
She says “What will I do at night, when I am

in bed alone? I get so lonely by myself.” Luigi
pauses, turns the boat around starts to row
back and says, “Rosa, summaday I’m gonna
leave you!”

Correction: Previously, I mentioned that
G.I.C’s are insured up to $60,000.00
Canadian per company. That should be
$100,000.00 Canadian per qualifying institu-
tion. Sorry about that! 

By

HARRY WARREN

Chief suspect describes murder of Palestinian teen Mohammed Khdeir
(JTA) – The chief suspect in the murder of Palestinian teenager Mohammed Abu Khdeir

described the killing in testimony released by Israel’s police. 
In the account released Tuesday, August 12,  Yosef Haim Ben-David, 29, describes setting

out on the night of July 2 with two 16-year-old accomplices to avenge the kidnapping and
murder of three Israeli teens in June. The three first planned to burn a Palestinian-owned
store, but then decided to kidnap a Palestinian. The previous night, they had failed in an
attempt to kidnap a 7-year-old Palestinian boy. 

“We talked and decided to take it up a notch,” Ben-David told investigators, according to
Israeli reports. “We said, ‘They took three of ours, let’s take one of theirs,’ and we decided to
pick someone up, to kidnap him, beat him up and throw him out.” 

According to the testimony, the suspects filled two bottles with gasoline at a West Bank gas
station. They then saw Khdeir, 16, on the road, and asked him for directions to Tel Aviv before
seizing him and forcing him into their car. When Abu Khdeir fought back, the two 16-year-
old suspects strangled him until he lost consciousness. 

The suspects then took the teen to the Jerusalem forest, where they doused him with gaso-
line and set him on fire after Ben-David beat him with a crowbar. They then drove to a
Jerusalem park and burned their clothing. 

Ben-David, who is pleading temporary insanity in the case, said that afterward, the three
regretted killing Khdeir. 

The names of Ben-David’s two accomplices have not been released. 
The Israeli government has ruled the kidnapping and murder as terrorism. 

Pope Francis bringing soccer stars together for peace match
(JTA) – Pope Francis has organized an exhibition soccer match with all-star players to pro-

mote peace between Israelis and Palestinians. 
The “match for the peace” will take place Sept. 1 at the Olympic Stadium in Rome. 
Among the top players, active and retired, scheduled to participate are Argentine greats

Diego Maradona and Lionel Messi. Maradona told Argentine media that the pope called him
personally and asked him “to play for the peace between Israel and Palestine.” Francis also
called Messi to request his participation. 

Yossi Benayoun, an Israeli, also will participate, as will players from Russia, Cameroon,
Italy, France and Brazil. 

The match will be hosted by the Pupi Foundation, a charity founded by the Argentine soc-
cer player Javier “Pupi” Zanetti, as well as the Pontifical Academy for Social Science. 

In May, Francis hosted then-Israeli President Shimon Peres and Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas for a prayer summit at the Vatican.
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Unveiling

The family of

ESTELLE

HERSHFIELD

(BROVENDER)
wishes to inform

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a footmarker

dedicated to her
loving memory

Sunday, August 31, 2014
at 11:00 a.m.

Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

The family of the late

RAE

WINESTOCK
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, August 31, 2014
at 10:25 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

The family of the late

REESA

BECKELMAN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, September 7, 2014
at 1:00 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

Unveiling

The family of the late

DORA

GREENFELD
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, September 7, 2014
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Hebrew Sick Cemetery
2605 McPhillips Street

Please join our family at the
unveiling of the headstone for

the late

MARJORIE

TRAVES
 on Sunday, September 7,

2014 at 11:15 a.m.
Hebrew Sick Cemetery

Light lunch to follow at Etz
Chayim Synagogue
123 Matheson Ave.

Unveiling

In Memoriam
In loving memory of
our dear mother and

grandmother

MARGARET

BOOKHALTER
who passed away
August 23, 1979

30 Days in Av, 5739

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

PEARL KRAUT

HUBAR
who passed away
August 20, 1982
1st Day in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children and family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dear husband, father

& grandfather

WILLIAM

SIMCES
who passed away
August 11th, 1969

27 Days in Av
— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY STERN
who passed away
August 23, 2004
6 Days in Elul

— Always and forever loved
and remembered by his wife
Hilda, children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and many friends.

IKE KRAUT
It is with great sadness

we announce the passing
of Ike Kraut, husband,
father and grandfather on
July 1, 2014.

Ike died suddenly at the
age of 81 and will be
dearly missed by his wife
Marlene, children Marve,
Lana, Lisa and Myles,
daughter-in-law Harriet,
son-in-law Wayne, and
grandchildren Jenna,
Ashley, Brooke, Arielle,
Adam, Meka, Zach, Dan-
iel and David.

Ike arrived in Canada with his family from Poland in
1939, just before the Second World War. As the owner
of Charleswood Department Store for almost 60 years,
he was well known in the community for his sense of
humour and welcoming nature. As a healthy and vi-
brant man, Ike enjoyed his morning routine of coffee at
Timothy’s in Tuxedo, where he began each day with
many friends who loved his company.

Ike spent his evenings at the Simkin Centre, visiting
his beloved wife Marlene and bringing joy to many
staff and residence. He was a loving father, proud of his
children and grandchildren.

We will miss you Ike, your laughter, positive spirit
and kindness. You will forever live in our hearts and
minds. Donations to the Simkin Centre,
www.simkincentre.ca, in his memory will be most
appreciated.

ISRAEL AGASI
1940 - 2014

It is with deep sadness
that we announce the sud-
den passing of Israel
Agasi on August 10th,
2014 at the age of 74.

He will be deeply
missed by his wife
Audrey (nee Weinstein),
children David (Sheila),
Tamara (Steve) and Elana
, and grandchildren Chris-
tian, Cami, Emme, Aidan

and Danielle.  He is survived by his brother Zev Agasi,
who resides in Israel, and was predeceased by his sister
Chava Shustack.

Born in 1940 in Ramat Gan, Israel, he watched the
country proudly gain independence and grow. He
served in the Israeli defence force as well as played
basketball for their national team. He met Audrey in
Israel and they married in Tel Aviv in 1965. They soon
moved to Canada where he owned and operated Garry
Lanes Bowling for 42 years.

Israel was a great ambassador for his home land and
proud of his Jewish roots.  In Winnipeg he could be
seen daily at the Asper Campus where he was vastly
popular. Israel was a kind, caring and generous hus-
band, father, Zaida, brother and friend. He had the best
smile, best laugh, a heart of gold and showed kindness
and patience to all. He will be greatly missed by all who
knew him.

Funeral services were held Aug. 13. Pallbearers were
Zvi Dil, Arie Lavy, Matthew Weinstein, Jason
Weinstein, David Greaves and Steve Kroft. In lieu of
flowers consider a donation to Sar-El Canada, the Rady
JCC in Winnipeg, or a charity of your choice.

MOLLY SWIRSKY
Molly Swirsky passed

away July 29, 2014 at the
Simkin Centre, where she
had resided the last two
years. She was prede-
ceased by her husband of
71 years, Eric and by her
four siblings. She is sur-
vived by her daughter
Carolyn Rubin (Earl
Standil), son Neil
Swirsky (Elaine), grand-
children Shannon
Villeneuve (Jean-Luc),
Josh Rubin (Dana), Zak

Rubin, Matthew Swirsky (Jackie), Amy Swirsky
(Michael Schacter), and Jill Swirsky, great-grandchil-
dren Makenna, Hunter, Addison, Kiera, Maya, Jacob,
Zev, Seth, and Emily, sisters-in-law Doris Gilman,
Gertie Chochinov, and Edith Gardner, brother-in-law
Sam Swire (Rita), and numerous nieces and nephews.

Molly, the daughter of Harry and Sarah Gardner, was
born September 11, 1922 in Winnipeg. She grew up on
McKenzie St. just around the corner from Eric who
lived on Flora Avenue. They married on March 28,
1942. Two months later his army regiment was de-
ployed overseas. They were apart until his safe return
in December 1945. During his absence, Molly lived
with her parents and worked in a drugstore. After they
were reunited, they started a family and Eric went into
business.

For many years Molly worked part time at Mischa
Pollock’s clothing store on Selkirk Avenue where she
was a superb salesperson. She later worked for Mani-
toba Lotteries Corporation until they both retired in
1987. They enjoyed many years with family and friends
at their cottage in Winnipeg Beach, spent winters in
Palm Springs, were regulars at the breakfast club at the
McPhilips Street Burger King, and attended the Gwen
Secter Centre every week.

Molly was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, and
sister. She and Eric were inseparable and truly comple-
mented each other, bringing different strengths to a
very loving marriage. She was very energetic, outgo-
ing and friendly to all, affectionate, generous, funny,
analytical, organized, an excellent problem solver,
decisive, strong-willed, and highly principled.

A funeral service was held July 31, 2014 at Congre-
gation Etz Chayim. The family would like to express
their appreciation to staff at the Simkin Centre and
especially to Molly’s loving companion, Shauna Laoag.

Donations in Molly’s memory can be directed to the
Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre, Gwen Secter Crea-
tive Living Centre or to the charity of choice.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM BAKER
who passed away
August 5, 2013
29 Days in Av

— Forever in our hearts and
still deeply missed by his
children and grandchildren.

1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MATHESON

(MATT) BURKE
who passed away
August 14, 1996
29 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DON

GLIMCHER
who passed away
August 28, 2012
10 days in Elul

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife, sons,
daughter-in-law, and
granddaughter.

1st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRMA PENN
who passed away

July 30, 2013
23 Days in Av

— Lovingly remembered and
missed by  family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRENE

RABINOVITCH
who passed away
September 1, 1959

28 Days in Av, 5719
—Ever remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memory of our

Mother and

Grandmother

Beautiful memories,

Are wonderful things.

They last till the longest day,

and can never be given away.

To some you may be forgotten,

to others a part of the past.

But to us who loved and lost you,

your memory will always last.

Today, tomorrow, our whole life through,

we will love and cherish…you.

Your children and

Grandchildren

Lillian

Rosenberg
August 21, 2006

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACOB (JACK)

ROSENTHAL
who passed away
August 8, 1988
25 days in Av

— Ever remembered by his
son Aaron, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BETTY

SCHWARTZ
who passed away
August 27, 2003
28th Day of Av

— Truly loved and deeply
missed by husband Mayer,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

BENJAMIN

SHAPIRO
who passed away
August 28, 1984
1st Day in Elul

— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY

SILVERBERG
who passed away
August 17th, 1966

1 Elul 5726
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IDA HECHT
who passed away
September 1, 2011

2 days in Elul
— Forever remembered with
love and admiration by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH GERSHON

KAPLAN
who passed away
August 21, 1966
5 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JUDGE EDWIN

KIMELMAN
who passed away
September 2, 2007

Just as you were you will always stay
Loved and remembered every day
— Your loving wife Zel,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CELIA LIPKIN
who passed away
September 1, 2011

2 days in Elul
Forever in our hearts
A woman of strenght, courage,
kindness and devotion
— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZORA STERN
who passed away
August 25, 2001
6 Days in Elul

We will always love and
remember you.
—Your husband Walter, son
Lewis and wife Debbie,
grandson Max and
granddaughter Sawyer, and
son David and wife Marsha
and grandsons Zev, Nathan
and Jason.

In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEONARD B.

WIENER
who passed away
September 7, 2008

7 days in Elul
— Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Arlene, daughter Robyn, son
Mark (Lorie), stepchildren
Stuart (Denise), Selyna,
grandchildren Caitlyn,
Jessica, Jared and Zachary
and family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX ZAMICK
who passed away
August 28, 1983

The passage of  thirty-one years
is but a twinkle in time.
Cherished memories are
eternal.
With love always - wife Clara,
daughters Fern (Alex) &
Sandra (Rob) & grandson
Matthew.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

RIVA

WEINSTEIN
who passed away
August 30, 1962
30 Days in Av

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
family.



With the recent
violence and ten-
sions in Israel,
Magen David Adom
(MDA) is, once
again, being pushed
to its limits – work-
ing in a state of con-
stant high alert and
keeping most of its
equipment in service
24 hours a day. 

Tensions and tem-
pers are flaring up
not only in Israel, but
around the world.
One byproduct of
this tension  is it’s
bringing out the best
in people – includ-
ing shows of support and assistance.

One such example is in our very own city
of Winnipeg, where people are pouring their
hearts and energy into helping send ambu-
lances and medical equipment to Israel via
Canadian Magen David Adom (CMDA). 

Winnipeg, via the local chapter of CMDA,
sent its first ambulance to MDA in Kiryat
Shmona last year.

Now, it will be sending its second ambu-
lance to Israel this month, to be stationed in
the south. 

All of this was made possible through the
efforts of the Winnipeg chapter of CMDA
and, most importantly, the financial support
of Winnipeggers with big hearts. 

While most of the support has come from
the local Jewish community, there is growing
support from Manitoba‘s Christian communi-
ty whose members are admirably eager to
stand with Israel and MDA. 

One of the leading forces in that group is
Pastor John Plantz (57), who has been leading
tours to Israel every year, via his Beauty Field
Tours to Israel group (which includes Arnold
and Ruth Voth, John and Janice Thiessen, and
John Plantz and wife, Irene).

Plantz was looking for a tangible way to
help Israel while not on tour. He was first
introduced to CMDA through materials he
came across at the Radyl JCC and, later,
around 2009, upon meeting CMDA
Winnipeg, member Ami Bakerman.

From there, Plantz invited Bakerman to set
up a CMDA table at a local annual Bible con-
ference he organizes. 

Not new to showing his support for Israel,
Plantz recently purchased a grove of 1000
trees, along with John and Janice Thiessen,
through the Jewish National Fund (JNF),
which will be planted in Yitar, Israel. 

“My joining the Winnipeg CMDA chapter
came through an invitation from Ami
[Bakerman],” said Plantz. “I was very excited
about the opportunity to help this organiza-
tion get ambulances for the State of Israel and
to be able to help get practical resources to
people in a time of need in a country that I’ve
truly come to love.” 

Some 25 years ago Plantz discovered that
his grandfather was Jewish. Since then, he
said, “I decided to support, in practical ways,
the Jewish community here in Winnipeg,
also the State of Israel.”

Plantz sees it as “a privilege” to be able to
introduce many more Christians to CMDA at
the many big events he attends by handing
out CMDA tzdakah boxes and bank ambu-
lances. Also, Plantz said, “By informing peo-
ple of the need in the State of Israel, it gives
them the opportunity to give and help.

“I was so pleased to hear when CMDA had
sent their first ambulance to Israel just over a
year ago, as I was a part of that through our
Bible conference along with many others
from that event.

“And now to think that another ambulance
will be sent this month brings great joy to my
heart and it should be celebrated by all
who’ve had a part. I’d like to give the glory to
the G-d of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob for
putting it into the hearts of many to respond.

“I believe that the time to help is now, for
the need is great in Israel and lives are at
stake. Let’s get involved today.”

Another local CMDA chapter member is
Laurelle Harris, a lawyer and a director of
Levene Tadman Golub Law Corporation.

“I’m thrilled to have been able to play a
very small role in the chapter having been
able to send two ambulances so far,” said
Harris. “To be able to contribute to the safety
and well being of people in Israel is amaz-
ing.” 

Harris joined the Winnipeg chapter of
CMDA about two years ago, as, she said,
“The ability for MDA to provide emergency
services is essential to the well-being of all
those living in or visiting Israel.

“At the time, I didn’t know how long it
would take to be in a position to send one
ambulance,” admitted Harris. “Actually send-
ing two makes me believe that we’re on a roll
and can achieve our goals in the future. 

“To be able to send a second ambulance –
an intensive care unit (MICA), no less – dur-
ing the current conflict with Hamas makes
me feel that Winnipeggers have done some-
thing tangible to make a difference right now.
Winnipeggers have, quite literally, helped
MDA save lives in real time.”

According to Harris, the Winnipeg chapter’s
ability to send more ambulances depends on
the continued financial support of the gener-
al community in Winnipeg and throughout
the province, as well as adding more volun-
teers with diverse skill sets and backgrounds
(adding to the skills and expertise already in
place). 

“During this particularly difficult time for
Israel, as she remains under attack, there are
a number of ways that people can help,” said
Harris. “But, most importantly, is to give to

LAURELLE HARRIS:
“To be able to send
a second ambu-
lance – an intensive
care unit (MICA),
no less – during the
current conflict
with Hamas makes
me feel that
Winnipeggers have
done something
tangible to make a
difference right
now.”

Saving lives in  Israel - CMDA donates second ambulance

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA
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Community/Israel news

Winnipeg, via the local chapter of CMDA,
sent its first ambulance to MDA in Kiryat
Shmona last year. Now, it will be sending its
second ambulance to Israel this month, to
be stationed in the south. 
(Note: The ambulance pictured above is not
the ambulance recently donated.)

In loving memory of

SYLVIA MIRIAM

POLLOCK
who passed away
August 31, 2011
2 Days in Elul

Forever loved and missed.
— Your loving family.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ROSE SWITZER
who passed away
September 1, 1992

3 Days in Elul
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandson and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HERSZEL

WARSHAWSKY
who passed away

7 Days in Elul
September 11, 2005

Always in our hearts.
— Forever remembered by his
loving wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

PHILIP WEISS
Survivor and Witness

Husband, Father,
Zaida, Brother

who passed away
September 3, 2008

3 Days in Elul

Forever remembered with
love and admiration by his
children, Francie and Eric,
Beverly and Bryan, his
grandchildren Abby, Jill,
Richard, Erin, Evan, Michael
and Lainie, his brother Leo
and sister-in-law  Evelyn,
and his nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam

SAMUEL

ZAIFMAN
who passed away
August 31, 1957

4 Days in Elul 5717
Time has not diminished our
memory of you.
— Kenneth Zaifman and
Sharon Zaifman-Kravitz and
their families.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHERRY

THOMPSON
who passed away
August 21, 2012

4 Days in Elul 5772
Lovingly remembered by your
husband, children, grand-
children, family and friends
Always in our hearts, forever
in our thoughts. Continued on next page. See “Ambulance”.



continued to incur).

I contacted a  spokesperson for the
NCJW following our printing a com-

ment from Avery Spigelman in our last issue in which Avery expressed
his anger that the Gwen Secter itself had put so much into the build-
ing, yet was not going to realize any of the benefit from the pending
sale of the building. I invited that spokesperson to respond to Avery’s
comment and, even though she did say that a response might be forth-
coming, nothing has been received.

As a result I proceeded to contact her again. I asked certain ques-
tions, including: “1. Why does NCJW have to sell the building in the
first place? I've looked at whatever financial information I can glean
about NCJW and, while you're not exactly flush with funds, it doesn't
appear that there's some major financial predicament facing the local
NCJW organization. But there must be something that's been driving
this move to sell the building - and this has been going on for years.
So, what is it that leads NCJW to want to sell the building? Is there
some large debt out there from years past? Does this have anything to
do with the terrible predicament that the Toronto branch of NCJW
found itself in years ago? What about that problem of years past where
NCJW here was sanctioned for not filing proper financial returns?”

I should note that the financial information to which I was referring
was the NCJW’s most recent “charitable return”, which was for the  fis-
cal year ending in 2013 and which was filed with the Canada
Revenue Agency. (All such information is readily available on the
Internet to anyone interested in perusing financial information for reg-

istered Canadian charities.)
What really stands out about the NCJW Winnipeg chapter is how

small it is. It reported total revenues for 2012 of only $11,426 and
expenditures of $22,635. (The NCJW also reported deficits for every
other year for which information is available on the CRA website). In
2009 the NCJW reported much greater revenues of $121,945 and
expenditures of $148,764. Each succeeding year the NCJW reported
decreasing revenues, but also decreasing expenditures. No doubt
there is an accumulated deficit – and the deficit may be quite large,
but since the NCJW is a private organization it is not required to dis-
close the true nature of its financial situation.

The question remains, however: What is the NCJW’s financial
predicament that would lead an organization that has expenditures of
less than $25,000 need to raise $1 million through the sale of the
Gwen Secter Centre? One can only surmise that the NCJW here is
close to bankruptcy – as was the case with the Toronto chapter of the
NCJW in 1989 when its then-president, Patty Starr, had been found to
have appropriating funds from the organization and making payments
to provincial Liberal politicians.

The NCJW owes it to the members of the Gwen Secter Centre to
explain exactly what it is that’s driving the sale of a building whose
costs are fully paid for by the Gwen Secter Centre itself. Have the
accumulated deficits of the Winnipeg chapter of NCJW reached the
point where the NCJW cannot continue operating unless it sells off the
Gwen Secter Centre? Was the reference to the NCJW’s “next big pro-
ject” a ruse to divert attention from a serious financial predicament?
It’s about time we had some answers to these very serious questions.
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Community news

Annual General Meeting
of the Chai Folk Arts

Council Inc.
will be held on

Monday, October 6, 2014
at 7:30 p.m.

in Boardroom #4
Asper Jewish

Community Campus

NOTICE

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

A S P H A L T  R E PA I R

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio
Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2  BR and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.
Balc., pool, heated undergrd.

parking, on bus route.
Contact 204-453-5178
inquire@shindico.com

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S TA T E

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post &

News

Call 204-694-3332

for information.

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

Gwen Secter
Continued from page 1.

any cause that will have a
direct impact on service provi-
sions. CMDA is one such orga-

nization that will not just be of benefit in the immediate, but will
also have a lasting impact in times to come. When this crisis is over,
gifts given now will continue to have a lasting impact for years into
the future.”

To donate to the Winnipeg chapter ambulance drive, e-mail
(amibakerman@gmail.com) the Winnipeg chapter treasurer, Ami
Bakerman, or send a check made out to CMDA (via Ami Bakerman
at 699 Toronto St., Wpg., MB, R3E 1Z4 or to the CMDA head office
in Montreal at CMDA, 6900 Decarie Blvd, Suite 3155, Mtl, QC,
H3X-2TB), with mention of where you would like the money to go
to. It is also possible to donate by calling 1-800-731-2848 or by vis-
iting www.cmdai.org. As CMDA is a registered charity, all donations
garner a tax receipt.

Ambulance
Continued from previous page.

Arab man, formerly Jewish bride hold 
wedding reception despite protests

JERUSALEM (JTA) -- An Arab man and his Jewish-born bride held
their wedding reception despite hundreds of protesters outside the
banquet hall.

Hours before the wedding on Sunday evening, the Rishon Lezion
Magistrates Court ruled that the Organization for Prevention of
Assimilation in the Holy Land, or Lehava, could hold a protest no clos-
er than 200 meters -- slightly more than the size of two football fields
combined -- to the venue.  Hundreds of police secured the wedding as
security guards checked the invitations of the some 600 guests.

Four people were arrested outside the wedding for violating the
restraining order.

Meanwhile, counterdemonstrators brought balloons and flowers to
celebrate the union.

Mahmoud Mansour, who is Muslim, and Morel Malka, who was
born Jewish but recently converted to Islam, were required to hire 14
security guards for their wedding reception after Lehava posted pho-
tographs of their invitation on social media and urged protesters to
rally against the union outside the hall.

The groom’s parents and bride’s mother reportedly support the
union. The bride's father told Israeli media he would boycott the cel-
ebration.

In a Facebook post, Israeli President Reuven Rivlin offered the cou-
ple traditional wedding blessings of health and happiness.

He wrote: “There is a red line between freedom of speech and
protest on the one hand and incitement on the other. Mahmoud and
Morel from Jaffa have decided to marry and to exercise their freedom
in a democratic country. The manifestations of incitement against
them are infuriating and distressing, whatever my opinion or anyone
else’s might be regarding the issue itself.

"Not everyone has to share in the happiness of Mahmoud and
Morel — but everyone has to respect them. Among us and within our
midst there are harsh and sharp disagreements, but incitement, vio-
lence and racism have no place in Israeli society. ”
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Service to the Community Project
The 6th Annual Afternoon with the Goldeyes - August 24th

                   THE HITTERS 
Grand Slam Home Run   $1500 or more
- Calgary/ Winnipeg Club
- Mirage Consulting Ltd. – Max Feierstein
- Paul Knight – Mid-West Quilting
- Don Minarik – TD Wealth
- Shindleman Family
- Tallman Foundation
Home Run                        $1000 - $1499
- Salisbury House of Canada Ltd.
Triple                                $360 - $999
- Sam & Joanne Katz 
- Alix Kravetsky & Michael Kowalson
- Aubrey Margolis
 -Marty Morantz

Double                                $180 - $359
- Barry and Kim Kirshenbaum - Cherry 
    Tree Productions
- Diamonds Baseball Team
- Chochy’s New & Used
- Wally Chudnow
- Harvey & Nessie Cogan
- Lou Cogan
- Joe Elfenbaum
- Laurie Etkin
- Tracy & David Greaves
- Jeff Lieberman
- Al & Sheila Linder
- Manitoba Lodge 1616
- Brian MacKinnon’s Y-Not? Program
- Garth Nemy
- Len & Ruth Carol Podheiser
- Bernie & Leya Tapper
- Winnipeg Lodge 650
- Winnipeg Sports Lodge 3313
- Worb Financial Inc.
Single                                $100 - $179
- Lloyd & Debbie Baker
- Rob Berkowits
- Dr. Alan Daien
- Wendy & Michael Erlanger
- Howie Gilmore
- Shael Glesby

- Mark and Sheldon Koslovsky
- Ken Kronson
- Shosh & Sheldon Minuk
- MWG Apparel
- Raber Glove
- Lorne Raber
- Evan Roitenberg
- Mike Sampson
- Sheldon Zipursky
- Anonymous (3)
This program is possible because of the 
kind hearts & donations of the people 
& companies listed on this letterhead.  
Additional donations (all tax 
receiptable) are most welcome.

Andrews Family Centre
Anishaabe Child and 
   Family Services
Arcane Horizon
Big Brothers and Big    
   Sisters
Boys & Girls Club
Cancer Care Manitoba
CEDA
Cerebral Palsy of 
   Manitoba
Children’s Rehab 
   Foundation
Dasch Foundation
Deaf Resource Centre
Epic Opportunities
Family Dynamics
Gojo Gym
Goju Karate
Good Neighbors Active 
   Living
Habitat for Humanity
Immigrant Centre 
   Manitoba
Intertribal Child and 
   Family
Jewish Child & Family 
   Service
Jocelyn House
Macdonald Youth 
   Services
MacKinnon’s Y-Not? 
Anti-Poverty
Main Street Project

Making Waves
Manitoba Down 
   Syndrome Society
Manitoba Foster Family 
   Network
Marymound
Meals on Wheels
Movement Centre
Multiple Sclerosis 
   Society
NEEDS
New Directions
NorWest Co-op
Opportunity For 
   Independence
Osborne House
Project Echo
Ronald McDonald 
   House
Rossbrook House
SCE Lifeworks
Shalom Residences
Siloam Mission
SMD
Special Olympics
St. Amant
Variety the Childrens 
   Charity
Waves of Glory Church
West Broadway Youth 
   Outreach
Winnipeg Child and 
   Family Service
Winnipeg Harvest

Over 1550 individuals from the following 50 community organizations 
will be treated to a ticket to the Goldeyes game, a Sals lunch, 

a B’nai Brith souvenir baseball cap, and a commemorative 
Goldeyes rally towel provided by B’nai Brith at no cost.

“Your support has helped 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Winnipeg to provide over 
600 children and youth in 
our community with hope 
for their future.” - Greg 
Unger, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Winnipeg
. 
“Thank you for B’nai Brith’s 
gift of Goldeye tickets 
for the children. We are 
grateful to be included.” - 
Maria Vigna, Rossbrook 
House. 

“Thank you so much for 
thinking of the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society when 
choosing the recipients 
of your “Afternoon with 
the Goldeyes” tickets.” - 
Deanna Austin, Manitoba 
Division, MS Society of 
Canada

“Thank you so much for 
the tickets and all the 
extras... this will be an 
awesome reward for their 
hard work at summer 
school.” - Darlene Klyne, 
Community Education 
Development Assoc. 

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE THIS EVENT 
“GOOD FEELINGS, GOOD FOOD, GOOD BASEBALL.”
DISCOUNTED “ALL INCLUSIVE” PACKAGES
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE BY ‘FRIENDS OF B’NAI BRITH’
The PACKAGE includes:
1. A $16 ticket to the Goldeyes game
2. A Salisbury House Lunch served in Picnic Park at Shaw Park 
consisting of a Nip or Cheese Nip, Chips (not fries), Soft Drink & hand 
dipped Classic Chocolate Iced Donut. (Kosher lunch upon request).

that a commemorative water bottle
4. A Goldeyes Souvenir Rally towel with 20th Anniversary logo.
Discounted Price only $15 per Package 
(Value – more than $30)   

GOLDEYES VS. SIOUX FALLS CANARIES 
Sunday, August 24th, 2014 at 1:30 pm
(Food and souvenirs available from noon-1:30 only)

For more information and all the details email Maria at 
mmedina@bnaibrith.ca or phone 204-487-9623.

Last year, more than 1,300 
individuals were treated to an 
afternoon of fellowship, food 
and fun at Shaw Park.

Join us 
August 
24th!

B’nai Brith has been active in Manitoba since 1909.  B’nai Brith 
Canada plays a primary role in local, national and international 
human rights advocacy and education, in confronting racism and 
discrimination, in cultural enrichment and community service and 
action.  This is one of our community service projects.


