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Simkin Centre CEO Kathleen Klaasen resigns
Search begins for new CEO – again

By BERNIE BELLAN
After only a little more than a year on the job,

Kathleeen Klaasen has announced she is resigning
from her position as Simkin Centre CEO.

In a press release issued by the Simkin Centre August
15, Dr. Ted Lyons, Simkin Centre board chair,
announced that “Kathleen Klaasen… has tendered her
resignation to accept a new position. A search for her
successor is underway.”

The release went on to say that “Klaasen, who has
served as CEO since June 2012, has accepted a position related to
education, research, professional development, and clinical consulta-
tion with nurses. She will remain in her role at the Simkin Centre until
the end of October and will be available as a resource to her succes-
sor.”

Klaasen’s appointment 14 months ago (She began her new role June
25, 2012.) followed an extremely controversial period in the history of
the Simkin Centre (formerly the Sharon Home) that began with the
death of Lillyan Peck in the fall of 2010. In an article that appeared in
the JP&N in July, 2012, Myron Love summarized the events that began
with Mrs. Peck’s death:

“Lillyan Peck, 93, passed away shortly after she was transferred from
the home to a hospital where she was found to be suffering from
severe, untreated bed sores. As a result of pressure from Peck’s family

and others who were unhappy about the care their own family mem-
bers received while resident at the centre, the provincial government’s
Protection of Persons in Care Office (PPCO) and the Winnipeg
Regional Health Authority conducted reviews of the Simkin Centre
and a number of recommendations were brought forth aimed at
improving care. As well, the CEO at the time, Sandra Delorme, took
sick leave and was replaced last spring by Kathleen Klaasen.”

By all accounts (including this writer’s), Klaasen imbued the Simkin
Centre with a new vitality and did much to restore the home’s badly
damaged image.

No further reasons have been given for her resignation after a rela-
tively short stay on the job – and after what was a long and exhaustive
process of finding a replacement for Sandra Delorme, the previous
CEO. (Jan Currie had served as interim CEO for a six-month period fol-
lowing Delorme’s taking sick leave and prior to Klaasen’s appoint-
ment.)

When asked whether the Simkin Centre board might consider turn-
ing to one of the previous applicants for the position of CEO rather
than beginning the entire search process anew, board vice-chair
Jonathan Kroft said that will not be the case. 

According to the release issued by the Centre, “the board’s Human
Resources Committee is embarking upon a formal search, and the
hope is that a new CEO will be in place this fall.”

KATHLEEN
KLAASEN
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Rabbi Pinsker to leave Winnipeg
By MYRON LOVE

The struggling year-old New Shul
has cancelled Yom Tov services –
which were scheduled for the Fort
Garry Hotel – after receiving word that
their spiritual leader, Rabbi Larry
Pinsker, has accepted a pulpit in
Baltimore.

“It is with a great sense of loss, but
also with gratitude for his service, that
I announce that Rabbi Larry Pinsker
will be leaving the New Shul effective
this High Holiday season, in order to
accept a position in Baltimore,” wrote
New Shul President Melanie Richters in an email she
sent out late last Sunday evening. “We wish him safe
travels on this next part of his life’s journey. Winnipeg
is losing a gifted rabbi and a wonderful individual,
who has done much for the Winnipeg Jewish com-
munity in his time here.

“It is therefore my sad duty, after careful considera-
tion among the board, to announce that we will not
be holding formal High Holiday services this year.”

Rabbi Larry Pinsker was invited to come to
Winnipeg nine years ago to serve as the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue’s second rabbi. (Rabbi Alan Green
is the senior rabbi.)   

While the Shaarey Zedek did sign him to a second
four-year contract in 2008, the synagogue executive
decided in the spring of 2012 not to renew his con-
tract for a second time.  The executive refused to pro-
vide any reason for its decision, a stand that angered
some members of the congregation.  As a result,  last
summer, some of Pinsker’s supporters formed the
New Shul with Rabbi Pinsker as their rabbi.   

The congregation began its existence with High

Holiday services at the Fort Garry
Hotel. The services were attended by
about 150.

Over the fall, winter and early
spring, the congregation held regular
Shabbat services at the Centre Caboto
on Wilkes with an average attendance
of 15-20.   

On May 25, the board of the New
Shul announced that they were sus-
pending Shabbat services for two
months to allow the rabbi a holiday to
see his family in Toronto and
Baltimore and to make some deci-

sions about the future of our congregation.
“We need financial support to continue—plain and

simple,” said Joanne Seiff, the congregation’s com-
munications chair, at the time.  “We are grateful to
Rabbi Pinsker, who has  volunteered a full year of his
time and skills in an effort to offer the Winnipeg
Jewish community something very special indeed.
However, we know that people - not even rabbis -
can’t live on mitzvot alone!  Rabbi Pinsker made a
commitment to us and to the Winnipeg Jewish com-
munity to help build this congregation.  Few others I
know of would donate a year of his/her time for free.

As for the congregation’s future plans in light of the
new development, new president Melanie Richters
says: “At the current time, we are contemplating how
best to go forward after the High Holidays. There has
been interest expressed in holding regular lay-led
Shabbat morning services twice per month. In addi-
tion, our family-friendly Sukkot potluck dinner is
going forward on September 22nd at 4pm. All are
welcome.”

RABBI LARRY PINSKER
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An interview with Gail Asper
By BERNIE BELLAN

Following upon her tremen-
dous success as campaign chair
for the 2012 CJA campaign,
Gail Asper has agreed to serve,
once again, as chair of this year’s
campaign.

Considering all the other
demands on Asper’s time it real-
ly is an indication of how promi-
nent a place she gives to serving
her own Jewish community.
And, when one realizes that it
had been roughly “ten years”,
according to Asper, that she was
not very involved with the com-
munity while other endeavours,
especially the human rights
museum, took up almost all her
time, we can all appreciate how
fortunate the community is to
have Manitoba’s most enthusias-
tic fundraiser back fully engaged
with Jewish activities.

Anyone who hasn’t had the
good fortune of meeting Gail
Asper might not fully appreciate
what an “energizer bunny” she is – and what a terrific sport she is to boot.

So, when I was asked to interview Asper to coincide with the start of the
2013 CJA campaign, I thought I’d have some fun with her – as well as ask
her the obligatory serious questions about the campaign.

I began by saying to Asper that what “I really wanted to talk about is your
career in theatre”.

Asper: “Were we supposed to talk about that?”
JP&N: “Well, I’d like to do that story some day.”
Asper: “Any time you want. Nobody knows about my desire to be in the

‘theata’. I thought that was going to bankrupt my family. I went to law school
instead, but if I had known it was going to work out so well (the family busi-
ness), well – there might have been a different career.”

JP&N: “There’s still time. Leonard now has a career as a hockey player. (He
was part of the silver medal-winning senior men’s Canadian hockey team
that competed at the Maccabiah Games.)

“But – enough about that. Let’s talk about your being a second-term cam-
paign chairperson.”

Asper: “I think that you’re really just getting your feet wet when you’re
becoming the chair the first time. Now I have a more full understanding of,
first of all, what the agencies are, what they do, and why people give and
why people don’t give – and how the campaign works. So yah, I’m definite-
ly going in a lot better prepared than I was last year.”

JP&N: “But you did exceedingly well last year, so are you going to try and
top your performance?”

Asper: “Absolutely. Are we allowed to announce the goal yet? Have we
announced the goal?”

JP&N: “No, but why don’t you announce the goal and I’ll check with (CJA
Executive Director) Elaine Goldstine to see if we’re allowed to print it.”

Asper: “Oh, you’re terrible. I’m still getting over quotes when I was with
Dad and know that what I say doesn’t necessarily look good in a head-
line…But I can tell you that we’re definitely planning a significant increase
this year.” (The goal is $5.8 million it has been announced since.)

JP&N: “What did you hit – was it $5.3 mill?”
Asper: “It was $5.617. (Asper went on to explain that, even though the CJA

campaign raised $350,000 more in pledges than in 2011, the campaign did
suffer some serious setbacks that saw the actual amount brought in some-
what less than that as the result of the deaths of some major givers during the
course of the year who were being counted on to contribute. 

“Notwithstanding the effect that those deaths had on the campaign, Asper
said that our “agencies were extraordinarily lucky to have such a successful
campaign because that is definitely not the trend. A lot of campaigns are flat
or actually down.)”

“My goal is, of course, to expand the base of donors because there are a
lot of people who don’t give – for a number of reasons, and one of the rea-
sons is: They simply aren’t asked. We simply run out of time in asking peo-
ple to give. That’s not acceptable and we’re actually doing something quite
different – we’re going to do some telemarketing. We’re going to give that a
shot this year and see if that makes us some money.”

JP&N: “Yet, you increased the total base (of donors) by a significant num-
ber this past year.”

Asper: “Yes, but it’s the net goal that really matters. We have to budget for
a certain number of deaths, of people retiring.

Continued on page 3. See “Gail Asper”.

GAIL ASPER: “Maybe we can’t help
everybody, but I want to be able to
walk away from this campaign
knowing that all those skills that
I’ve developed over the years in
fundraising will make life better – at
least for a few people.”



“When I sit on
the Budget and
A l l o c a t i o n s
Committee (of the

Jewish Federation) – that’s what really fires me up
– where each of the 12 partner agencies – I
encourage you to read the really fulsome
Federation annual report – it’s really cool – it’s the
75th anniversary of the Combined Jewish Appeal.
It was called the Jewish Welfare Fund and it was
started 75 years ago along with the Palestinian
Welfare Fund.”

JP&N: “I know. It used to be called the United
Palestine Appeal.”

Asper: “Yah – the United Palestine Appeal.
Anyway, this annual report has really specific
information about the 12 agencies – and when I
say 12 agencies it drives me a little bit crazy
because the 12th agency is the United Israel
Appeal, but that includes Hillel – so that includes
all campus activity; that includes Birthright; it
includes March of the Living; it includes our
donations to Israel; it includes our contribution to
Joint Distribution which includes all those chal-
lenged communities in Eastern Europe, and it
includes CIJA – and all the lobbying that Shelley
Faintuch does on Jewish and Israeli issues – so
when you say one agency, it’s really many, many
programs.”

JP&N: “That’s interesting because I was talking
to someone this week who’s still bitter over the
abandonment of the two-card system (whereby
donors were able to designate a specific portion
of their donation for local purposes and a specific
portion for Israel).”

Asper: “I understand that because I used to think
that (under the old two-card system) this amount
went to local and this amount went to the poor
people of Israel.” (Asper went on to explain that,
under the old system, there was never any scruti-
ny of what went to the United Israel Appeal.
Whatever amount was designated on people’s
cards was what the UIA received. There was never
any “scrutiny of the organizations” that she just
listed.”

Now, she said, “for the first time they are being
scrutinized to see that they’re doing what they say
they’re doing and that their administrative costs
are reasonable.”)

JP&N: “Let me ask you about your particular
role in the campaign. Aside from being a superla-

tive fundraiser and cheerleader, did you get really
involved in the process or did you leave that to the
professional staff?”

Asper: “Oh, one thing that I learned about this
campaign – compared to the United Way, for
example – which I also chaired, is that it’s a tiny
staff, so this is very hands-on with volunteers, all
volunteers. We worked – I have to sound more
eloquent – if this were 4:00 I’d sound better (the
interview took place at 9:30 am) – we worked
shoulder to shoulder with Elaine Goldstine and
Judy Price-Rosen, who are the lead gift officers on
the campaign – Faith Kaplan does calls, Hart
Jacob does calls, Faith does the communications
and so on, and the volunteers really take the lead,
but we can’t do it without the information that the
staff give us. 

“In terms of developing the goals that was
something that the cabinet, with some very sea-
soned past campaign chairs, like Howard Morry,
and some very seasoned campaigners like Peter
Leipsic and Mel Lazareck – we sat around the
table, we looked through the cards, we talked
about the economy, we talked about last year’s
campaign, we talked about the state of volunteers,
so the goal is a very robust discussion, and in
terms of one-on-one meetings and the strategy
and P.R. materials – it’s a very volunteer-driven
thing.

“What I love is that there’s a huge amount of
respect from the volunteers for the campaign staff

and from the campaign staff for the volun-
teers. So, for example, one big thing I’ve
been hearing is: “What is Combined Jewish
Appeal?” People don’t understand the
breadth of the campaign? Fine, we’re doing
a video.

“We’ve asked for more material to hand to
the donors – these are very thoughtful, suc-
cessful people – they do their due diligence.
We want to hand them material that will
give them the stats – what’s the situation of
poverty in Manitoba? We want to give them
some stories about success. What does
everyone do? What could another thousand
dollars do to transform some lives?... some
information about the number of donors we
have to our campaign so that people feel
they’re not the only ones donating – some
success stories about the number of people
participating and the amount we raise rela-
tive to the size of our population.

“I think you’ve probably seen some of the
stats – that we are very near the top of feder-
ations in North America when it comes to
donation size per capita and the number of
donors participating.”

JP&N: “You know a couple of years ago I
did a story on poverty among seniors in the
Jewish community – it was based on a talk
that Sid Frankel from the School of Social
Work gave, and the rate of poverty among
Jewish seniors in our community was quite
high.”

Asper: “One of the United Way tech-

niques we’ve tried is, every single cabinet meet-
ing, we’ve brought an agency person or a benefi-
ciary of the agency to just talk for five minutes
about how they were assisted by a particular
agency or the Combined Jewish Appeal. And yes,
people are shocked by those stories, but you
know Bernie, when you think about it, why
wouldn’t there be Jewish poverty just like there’s
poverty everywhere else?”

JP&N: “Because we tend to stereotype and part-
ly because of the success of the campaign,
because to a certain extent we brag about how
successful the campaign is – it tends to lead to the
notion that our community doesn’t suffer from the
same sort of problems as other communities, and
we forget how many people are marginalized and
tend to live on the periphery.”

Asper: “And you know what? This breaks my
heart when I see that kind of need and I can’t fix
it. That’s what kills me about the budget allocation
committee meetings – yes, you will get some pre-
sentations from Emily Shane of J.C.F.S. – there are
several wards that they’ve had to look after and
they want to go Gray Academy or to camp – and
they’re short $22,000 to subsidize these people.
You want to go out and say to people: “Write a
cheque Your thousand bucks is going to go to
some really challenging situations.” You know,
these are kids – some of these are really very bro-
ken kids and they need to know our community
cares – and I know that if we could haul a hun-
dred people in to hear that kind of story, those
people would have their chequebooks out imme-
diately. It’s just a matter of getting their attention
and getting their time.

“But the good thing is that when we hear those
people talking, we see how their lives can be
changed; we see what a little bit of hope can give
to them, and we’re here to give them that hope. 

“Maybe we can’t help everybody, but I want to
be able to walk away from this campaign know-
ing that all those skills that I’ve developed over the
years in fundraising will make life better – at least
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Gail Asper
Continued from page 2.

Continued on page 31. See “Gail Asper”.

GAIL ASPER was presented with her Diamond
Jubilee Medal by Senator ROD ZIMMER Tuesday,
August 13 at Shalom Square.



“This is off the record.” “Don’t go there.” “I
wouldn’t touch that with a ten-foot pole.” “This
is for background only.” 

For a generation of reporters that grew up
with the Watergate scandal and has become
more and more used to being told that so
much of what might be considered newswor-
thy is “off the record”, the pursuit of “the story”
is always a challenging endeavour.

Yet, when so many traditional news organizations have cut back or
simply completely eliminated investigative reporting, are we simply left
to browse the internet for blogs and other often less-than-satisfactory
means of acquiring information?

While most Jewish newspapers in North American simply avoid delv-
ing into stories that might be the least bit controversial and, I would
argue, put themselves in ever-increasing danger of losing their audi-
ences as a result, this is one paper that is always interested in pursuing
a good story. And here I’m not talking about the latest round of Mid-East
peace talks.

Lately the most interesting story, from my perspective at least, is what
happened to the putative deal that would have seen the Rady JCC cre-
ate a day care facility within the Herzlia Synagogue. Then along comes
the news that the young and energetic CEO of the Simkin Centre – who
has been in the job only a short 14 months, is resigning. Is there some-
thing more to that story as well? We’re tying to find out.

From time to time, as well, I’m reminded by readers that there are
other stories out there begging for further investigation, such as what’s
going to happen with the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre now that
the National Council of Jewish Women has announced that it’s going to
be selling the building. And just as we were going to print comes news
of Rabbi Pinsker’s departure. There’s never a shortage of intrigue in our
Jewish community!

While it’s only a relatively small group of individuals that are active
behind the scenes in key decision-making roles (and often conflicting
roles as some of those individuals serve on multiple boards), it does
make finding sources for stories a relatively simple task. Will those
sources go “on the record”, however? Not likely, unless it suits their par-
ticular purposes.

Thus, when I say that there are many developments occurring with
regard to the stories I’ve just cited, but I’m asked to withhold reporting
on those developments, I have to respect the commitments I make to
keep silent about what I know is going on.

At the same time though, we’re not just in the business of reporting the
news – we’re also determined to ask the kinds of questions that can lead
to further news. For instance, while we’ve continued to report on the
continually vexing day care situation for Jewish parents, we’ve also
been taking a much broader look at day care as it exists for the entire

community. 
Would it surprise

anyone to learn that
obtaining simple
answers from various
levels of government
isn’t easy? For
instance, as anyone
who’s been reading
my reporting on day
care would know, I’ve
been continuing to
attempt to find out
why certain Winnipeg
School Division
schools that appear to
be quite underutilized
can’t open themselves
up to allow day care
facilities. I’ve focused
on two schools in par-
ticular: Sir William
Osler and Brock
Corydon.

Now, while I have
received a great deal
more information
about Brock Corydon
– and have learned
that the day care there
will actually be
expanding by 25%
this coming school
year, I’ve concluded
that I’ll actually have

to wait until school resumes
to see how that school
makes use of the space that
it has. (You may recall that
I’ve reported that Brock
Corydon has had a severe
drop in enrolment over the
past five years, which is why
I began to ask whether it
couldn’t host more day care
spaces.)

The situation at William
Osler, however, remains a
total mystery to me and, I
would suggest, to anyone
else attempting to gather
information about how that
school is utilized. Again, as
I’ve reported, the school is
predominantly used to teach
English as an Additional
Language to immigrants.
But, since June 24 I’ve been attempting to establish how many of the
235 students who were enrolled in that program this past school year
were part-time students. No one – and  I mean  absolutely no one, with-
in the Winnipeg School Division, has been able to  provide an answer
to that question. Apparently the one individual who might know the
answer has been on holidays all summer and we’ll just have to wait
until that person returns from holidays to obtain an answer to a question
that, one would think, shouldn’t be too difficult to answer.

One more point on this day care issue: As I’ve been talking to so many
individuals involved in day care, including day care providers, govern-
ment bureaucrats and politicians, and finally, parents searching for day
care for their children themselves, I’m even more confused about one
particular aspect of this situation: Just how many people are actually
waiting for day care spaces?

Since individuals can put themselves on multiple wait lists for day
care spaces, unless someone does a thorough cross reference to see
how many names are duplicated throughout the system, we don’t real-
ly have a handle as to how severe the wait for day care is. When I’m told
that this day care has a wait list of 700, while another has a wait list of
600, and so on, one would think there are thousands of parents out
there with no place at all for their children.

Yet, when I’ve asked the provincial government how many day care
spaces have actually been created in the province over the past five
years, I’m told the figure is a staggering 6400 day care spaces! I subse-
quently asked: “Where are they? Can you give me a list of where those
spaces have been created?”

That was over three weeks ago. I’m still waiting for an answer to that
question. On the surface, at least, one would think that, if there were
truly 6400 day care spaces created over the past five years, there
shouldn’t be such long wait lists for day care. After all, we’re hardly
going through a population explosion in Manitoba.

Something doesn’t add up here.

Turning to another issue that emerges from time to time, but which
we’ve avoided writing about – there is continuing controversy sur-
rounding the content of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. While
others have continued to pour gasoline on the fire by arguing over
whether there should be more or less attention paid to this “genocide”
or that one and, more lately, whether the creation of the State of Israel
ought to occupy a certain amount of space in the museum, we’re stay-
ing away from any discussion of what ought or ought not to be in the
museum.

And you want to know why? Because there are many individuals out
in the blogosphere who will be only too quick to pounce on any pro-
nouncement from a Jewish newspaper that the museum should be this
or that. The level of anti-Semitic hatred that has ensued as a direct result
of the creation of the museum should come as a surprise to no one who
has been following developments related to the museum ever since Izzy
Asper first announced his plans to create a human rights museum over
ten years ago. Certain groups immediately criticized Asper’s plan and
those groups have not let up in their attacks, only to be joined by even
more groups as the debate over who was victimized the most continues
unabated. 

If truth be told the Harper Government, no doubt, would be wishing
that the museum could simply disappear. There must be a great deal of
consternation within Conservative ranks over the fact that the museum’s
scheduled opening date sometime in 2014 will be only a year before
the next federal election. But try and get any Conservative politician to
weigh in on the museum - talk about not touching something with a
“ten-foot pole”!
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“We’re coming”
By SHELLEY FAINTUCH
Associate Director, Local Partner Services, Winnipeg

“We’re coming.” I could not believe my eyes. I thought I was watching
the trailer for a horror movie like “Return of the Zombies” or the classic
“Night of the Living Dead”. The banner, in Hebrew and Arabic, was
draped at the border between Lebanon and Israel. Several of these ban-
ners were in fact placed along the border just before Al Quds day – an
“anti-Zionist” day established by Iran on the last Friday of Ramadan, pur-
portedly as a day of solidarity with Palestinians and opposing Israel’s con-
trol of Jerusalem. “Ba-im” it said. “We’re coming”. Who put up these
menacing signs?

I could not believe my ears either. Once I realized that reports of
“We’re coming” were not a bad movie trailer but real signs, strategically
placed on Lebanon’s border with Israel, for all Israelis to see, I also could
not believe the silence of the world. Such a blatantly threatening and
provocative display met with… nothing. While The Times of Israel,
YnetNews, The Jerusalem Post and Ha’aretz – internationally read news-
papers - all covered the monstrosity, the Western world, filled with arm-
chair politicians and military commentators said nothing. Indeed, for
those who genuinely support peace, wouldn’t a Hezbollah banner
threatening an invasion warrant condemnation?

No outrage. No cries of foul play. No one said a word against
Hezbollah, who took credit for the signs.

Somehow, this was a bit much for my blood pressure. The throbbing
headache was exacerbated the next day when I read that Hassan
Nasrallah, the Shi’ite cleric and charismatic Secretary General of
Hezbollah, had stated overtly that Israel should be destroyed: “Israel
poses a danger on all people of this region…including Lebanon, and
removing it is a Lebanese national interest.”

“Some might think that the elimination of Israel is a Palestinian inter-
est,” Nasrallah said. “Yes, it is a Palestinian interest but not just that. It is
in the interest of the entire Islamic world, it is in the interest of the entire
Arab world and it is also in the national interest for every country in the
region.” Hezbollah, Iran’s proxy, has been supportive of Assad in the
Syrian conflict. Perhaps this was his way of deflecting the world’s atten-
tion from Hezbollah activities in Syria. But I think not. His calling Israel
a cancer that had to be removed is very much in keeping with his
speeches.

Since when does the world stand by when leaders calls for genocide?
I had thought that, in the years since the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of Genocide was adopted by the UN General Assembly
in December 1948, announcing the intent to destroy a national group
would not be met with indifference. In fact, Article 3 of the Convention
defines as a crime the “public incitement to commit genocide”. So why
the silence? Do people believe Nasrallah is making idle threats? And
even if they were idle, should they be met with silence? And what about
the importation of similar rhetoric in Toronto as witnessed this past week-
end? Is silence not acquiescence in the face of such hatred?

We discuss the role of bystanders with respect to the Holocaust – the
silence and submission of the masses in the face of the most horrific of
crimes against humanity. How could the world have stood by? Did peo-
ple feel powerless to act? Did they fear retribution? Did they believe this
was none of their business? Or, in the case of some, was it simply hatred
of the victim and therefore tacit agreement with what was happening?

There is no question that Hezbollah is once again taking on the role of
bully. After all, what are the banners if not a threat? And what is calling
for the destruction of Israel if not incitement to genocide?

It’s a sad fact that these belligerent acts continue to be met with virtu-
al silence in far too many quarters.

Kerry’s “Peace Conference”
strictly an arrogant fool’s fantasy
By MYRON LOVE

The sad tale of two Israeli Arab businessmen’s unsuccessful efforts to
open a clothing store in Ramallah, the capital of the Palestinian Authority,
tells you all you need to know about the dim prospects for John Kerry’s
quixotic efforts to force a peace treaty between Israel and the Palestinian
Arabs.

As related by Palestinian Arab journalist Khaled Abu Tuomeh in an
August 1 column for the Gatestone Institute International Policy Council,
the two Israeli Arab businessmen – encouraged by Kerry’s efforts to bring
about peace, took the initiative to open the first Fox clothing store in the
West Bank.

After investing hundreds of thousands of dollars in renovations and the
training of employees, Abu Tuomeh reports, the two businessmen soon
found themselves at the center of a protest organized by “Anti-normal-
ization” activists and journalists. The “anti-normalization” movement
which, Abu Tuomeh points out, has been fostered by the Palestinian
Authority, prohibits any form of contact with Israelis (no matter whether
they are Arabs or Jews, it would seem).

“Facing daily threats, the two entrepreneurs decided to call off the pro-
ject, which would have provided jobs to nearly 150 Palestinians,” Abu
Tuomeh wrote. “Although the Palestinian Authority gave permission to the
two businessmen to open the Ramallah Fox branch, it was yet unable to
do anything to protect them against the threats, including calls for fire-
bombing the store. The opening of a clothing store in Ramallah may be a
minor issue, especially compared with the major and explosive issues fac-
ing Israeli and Palestinian negotiators.

“But this incident, in which a clothing shop is forced – under threats –
to withdraw plans to open branch in a Palestinian city, is an indication of
what awaits Abbas if and when he dares to reach any agreement with
Israel. The same “anti-normalization” movement that Abbas supports will
be the first to turn against him if he strikes a deal with Israel.”

For this writer, the point here is that American Secretary of State John
Kerry, as with several of his predecessors and several American former
presidents (as well as countless European political leaders and diplomats)
arrogantly assume that they can reinvent the wheel – that by force of their
personality or originality, they can bring about peace between Arabs and
Israelis where no one else could. They foolishly seem to think that if only
they can force Israeli and Palestinian Authority representatives to sit down
and talk to each other, peace will magically flow from the discussions.

One major flaw in this theory – which the likes of Kerry don’t want to
recognize – is that Mahmoud Abbas and the PA only speak for half the
Palestinians. They can’t “deliver” Gaza because they don’t rule Gaza.
Hamas, which does control Gaza, makes it abundantly clear that that
movement will never recognize Israel.

The other elephant in the room is that Abbas has overstayed his elec-
toral mandate as president by more than four years and counting and is
afraid to call another election. He has no mandate from his own people
to negotiate anything.

In any case, before two countries can sit down and negotiate border dis-
putes (which is all the West seems to think that this is about – although
many erroneously think all Israel has to do is retreat to the armistice line
that existed before the 6-Day War in 1967), there has to be co-operation
and some kind of amity between the two peoples. That doesn’t exist and
the fault is almost entirely on the Palestinian side.

If the PA truly wanted peaceful and friendly relations with Israel, the PA
would be encouraging normalization measures rather than the opposite.
There would be positive stories about Israel and Israelis in the Palestinian
media and school textbooks rather than incitement to kill Jews and
Israelis. There would be exchange programs between Palestinian and
Israeli students, meetings between Palestinian and Israel writers and
artists, lawyers and doctors, religious leaders and between ordinary
Palestinians and Israelis. 

After the Oslo agreement in the early 1990s, these kinds of exchanges
did take place on some levels – until Yassir Arafat launched the second
“Intifada” in 2000 and put an end to them. The current PA leadership will
not allow any such meetings to take place. Any Palestinians who meet
with Israeli counterparts risk imprisonment.

And the PA has made it publicly and abundantly clear that no Jews are
to be allowed in PA-controlled areas (unless they are known to be anti-
Israel) – and that seems to apply to Arab Israelis as well.

So how do you negotiate a peace treaty with someone who wants noth-
ing to do with you and will only negotiate if you concede all of their posi-
tions before you even sit down to negotiate?

There are so many other more pressing issues in the world crying out
for the attention of an American Secretary of State – the situations in Syria,
Egypt and North Africa, relations with China and Russia, Iran’s bomb and
Iran’s infiltration of Latin America – to list a few. So why does John Kerry
seem to see himself only as a special negotiator between Israelis and
Palestinians where the situation has been relatively quiet for some years?

Perhaps it’s because these other issues require America to do something
and the present American administration seems to prefer doing nothing. 

Comment

Re: Rady JCC & Herzlia
I read with interest your story concerning locating a day care cen-

tre at Herzlia and the comments by Dr. Earl Hershfield. As a former
Winnipegger active in community affairs I am sensitive to what Earl
is going through. It has always been a position of the Rady JCC to
oppose anything that can help the community unless everything (I
mean everything )is solved - especially financially. Whoever is part
of the Rady JCC decision making in this case is so wrong morally
and practically. Can’t they see the longterm benefit - both to a very
good shul and solving a real need?

Earl is dead on - referring to the Rady decision as “short sighted”.
The problem is in part solved, when a small congregation can
pledge $1 million it is a very strong indication of effort - far more
than Rady’s concern over a 15 year lease and balking at Herzlia’s
halachic requirements.

Thank God there still are members of a small synagogue who are
big thinking to provide a genuine need and fix a shul. Keep on
trucking Earl - when you’re right you’re right.
Saul B. Zitzerman
Toronto



When Sharon
Pollack was first diag-
nosed with cancer 16
years ago, she
responded the way
she had in other facets
of her life. When her
children, Hart and
Lisa, became involved
in tennis competi-

tions, their proudly supportive mother attend-
ed all their matches and became a Tennis
Manitoba board member.

“Mom fell in love with tennis,” says Hart
Pollack. “She came with me when I compet-
ed in the Rogers Cup (Canada’s premier ten-
nis competition).”

Cancer also changed her life – and not just
for the worse. Pollack notes that after Sharon

completed her first round of chemo, she
became a volunteer - in the library for the
CancerCare Manitoba (CCMB) researchers, in
the Look Good Feel Better program in which
she was once a registrant and on the
Guardian Angel Benefit committee. In the lat-
ter organization, she became the first coordi-
nator of the Guardian Angel Caring Room
which supported other women battling can-
cer. 

She also became the manager of the Look
Good Feel Better program for a region
extending from Saskatchewan to Thunder
Bay. She mobilized hundreds of volunteers
for those programs and educated health pro-
fessionals about them. In this way she
enabled women to learn what she had
learned: That cancer treatment’s appearance-
related side effects can be handled and that
those new experiences that come with being
a cancer patient don’t always have to be
frightening. 

Sharon was frequently in the media
explaining her programs and she  wrote
about her own cancer journey for a national
magazine. In 2010 she received her
“Applauding Values” pin - a CCMB staff
recognition award. And in the fall of 2011,
just months before her passing, she was hon-
oured with the Award of Distinction at the
Guardian Angel Benefit for Women’s Cancer.

To honour her memory, Sharon’s husband,
Rocky, and their children, Hart and Lisa,
came up with a fundraising event that com-
bine her passions for tennis and fighting can-
cer. The first annual Sharon Pollack Memorial
Tennis Classic was held last August at the
Kildonan Tennis Club and raised $7,000 for
cancer research.

This year’s event took place on July 22.
“We combined the Memorial with the week-
long Women’s Tennis CIBC Wood Gundy
Challenger which was scheduled for the last
week in July,” says Hart Pollack who is also a
former president of Tennis Manitoba. “We
also added a fashion show. Our mom was
very much interested in fashion as well.”

This year, Hart Pollack reports, the event
attracted 60 people and raised $8,000 for
cancer research and support programs.

“We hope to grow the numbers year by
years,” he says. “The more money we can
raise for Cancercare Manitoba, the happier
we are. This memorial event feels right.”

* * *
Sixth Annual Kick Butt Walk or

Run for Colorectal Cancer
Scheduled for Sept. 7

Sid Chapnick is reporting that the sixth
annual Kick Butt Walk or Run for Colorectal
Cancer will be held on Saturday morning,
Sept. 7 at Kildonan Park Site 1A/B. The event
will support people and their families living
with colorectal cancer and help educate the
public about the disease. 

“The walk will be led by survivors who will
once again kick off the event in bright yellow
t-shirts,” said co-chair Chapnick, who co-
founded the annual event after his own bout
with colorectal cancer. “What makes the 3k
or 5k walk/run fun is the delicious food sup-
plied by Dennys (which is dedicating the

weeks leading up to the Kick Butt event to the
walk/run and donating a portion of the pro-
ceeds to the CancerCare Manitoba
Foundation in Kick Butt’s name), the silent
auction, and especially the colorful and cre-
ative costumes.”

Chapnick notes that participants are
encouraged to wear a butt cover such as
pajamas or boxers – with prizes for the best
covers. “This helps promote awareness of the
disease and decrease the stigma about can-
cers below the belt,” he says.

Last year, Chapnick reports, 400 people
participated in the event. Funds raised this
year will go to CancerCare Manitoba
Foundation for genetic testing.

Chapnick cites a report from the Center for
Jewish Genetics which points out that there
are several identified genetic factors known
to be associated with colorectal cancer. 

There has long been a clinical impression
that colorectal cancer is more common in
Ashkenazi Jews, according to the report, with
some estimates putting their lifetime risk as
high as 15%. 

This is likely due to a combination of multi-
ple factors including predisposing medical
conditions, environment/diet and genetics.
While some of the known genetic factors
have been associated with Ashkenazi ances-
try, none of them is enough to explain a high-
er incidence of colorectal cancer in
Ashkenazi Jews.

The report notes that genetic testing for col-
orectal cancer is complex and should be dis-
cussed in the context of genetic counseling.
The report’s authors suggest that individuals
who are concerned about their risk for cancer
or who may consider genetic testing should
consult a comprehensive cancer risk clinic
that can provide cancer risk assessment.

For further information on the run, visit
www.kickbuttrun.com or call 204-453-2835.
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Myron Love

Tennis tournament fundraiser honours memory of cancer fighter
who left world a better place

FERN SWEDLOVE presenting best “butt
cover” award to BEV MENDELSON at last
yea’r “Kick Butt Walk or Run for Colorectal
Cancer”.
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE



B’nai Brith
reported two
separate inci-
dents of
s w a s t i k a s
being painted
on Winnipeg
properties. 

In the first
instance (seen
in the picture
at right) a
number of
s w a s t i k a s
appeared on
the Bertrand
Arena in St.
Boniface on
July 28. 

They were
painted over
the next day.

The second incident was reported August 15 on Winterton Street in
East Kildonan (seen in the picture below). Those swasitkas were also
quickly painted over. 

In both cases, according to B’nai Brith, Winnipeg Police Service
had not made any arrests.
(Photos courtesy of B’nai Brith. The B'nai Brith Canada Anti-Hate Hotline is avail-
able 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at 1-800-892-2624)
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Temple Shalom High Holydays Schedule
Dates and Times of Services….
Slichot Saturday, Aug. 31 10:00 pm
Erev Rosh Hashanah Wednesday, Sept. 4 7:30 pm
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 Thursday, Sept. 5 10:00 am
Rosh Hashanah Day 2 Friday, Sept. 6 10:00 am 
Shabbat T'shuvah Service Friday, Sept. 6 7:30 pm
Tashlich Sunday, Sept. 8 3:30 pm - off site
Tashlich (Children’s Service) Sunday, Sept. 8 11:30 am - at the 

Bridge Drive-In
Memorial Service Tuesday, Sept. 10 6:00 pm - Bet Chaim,

Mikdash Shalom - 
Chapel Lawn

Kol Nidre Friday, Sept. 13 7:30 pm
Yom Kippur Day Saturday, Sept. 14 10:00 am
Study Session with Rabbi Karen 2:00 pm
Concluding Services 4:00 pm

Sukkot Family Service Friday, Sept. 20 7:30 pm – with 
Pot-luck supper 
at 6:15 pm

Simchat Torah Friday, Sept. 27 7:30 pm 

Children’s Services….
Rosh Hashanah Day Thursday, Sept. 5 9:15 am
Yom Kippur Day Saturday, Sept. 14 9:15 am
High Holiday Leaders….

Services will be led by Rabbi Karen Soria with Cantor Len Udow
and the Temple Shalom Choir.
HIGH HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE PACKAGE:

Temple Shalom High Holiday Experience Package: 
A one-time special rate if you have never experienced High

Holiday services at Temple Shalom!  
$149 per adult $199 per family

Membership: Your High Holiday package will be credited to you
if you choose to become a member. There will be an additional
charge of $61 MUM fee (our link to the Reform Movement). After
that, your membership will be pro-rated over the next 2 years.

Young Adults (under 30 years, not in school): Temple member-
ship for the price of the special Temple Shalom High Holiday
Experience package. 

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

Swastikas surface in St. Boniface and East Kildonan



(Winnipeg, August 12, 2013) - Hebrew
University of Jerusalem will honour local
community leader, philanthropic executive
and business person Moses (Moe) Levy with
the prestigious Scopus Award at a gala event
in Winnipeg on Tuesday, May 13, 2014. In
recognition of Mr. Levy’s pivotal role in estab-
lishing the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights, this gala will be the first public dinner
held at the Museum. 

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, found-
ed in 1918 and opened officially in 1925 on
Mt. Scopus, is Israel’s premier university as
well as its leading research institution. The
Hebrew University ranks internationally
among the 100 leading universities in the

world and first among
Israeli universities. The
Scopus Award is
Hebrew University’s
highest honour con-
ferred upon individuals
who have demonstrated
leadership and involve-
ment within their com-
munities and Israel
throughout their
careers, and who have
excelled in their
respective fields.

The Hebrew
University’s stated goals
are: the training of pub-
lic, scientific, educa-
tional, and professional
leadership; the preser-
vation of, and research
into, Jewish cultural,
spiritual, and intellectu-
al traditions; and the
expansion of the
boundaries of knowl-
edge for the benefit of
all humanity. 

Mr. Levy will receive
the 2014 Scopus Award for his dedication
and leadership in fostering business innova-
tion and entrepreneurship, his extensive pro-
fessional career, and commitment to promot-
ing human rights. “Manitoba has benefitted
enormously from Moe’s dedicated and strate-
gic philanthropic focus, as demonstrated by
his successful career in both Jewish and gen-
eral communities,” states Margaret Shuckett,
CFHU Winnipeg Chapter President. “We
look forward to an extraordinary evening for
a very special friend.”

The Honourary Dinner Chairs for the
evening include David & Ruth Asper, Gail
Asper, O.C., O.M., LL.D & Michael Paterson
and Leonard & Susan Asper. Gail Asper, a
member of the Board of Governor’s of
Hebrew University notes: “Moe is a remark-
able individual and we are very grateful for
his many years of tireless dedication to The

Asper Foundation. This
Scopus Gala will be an
opportunity to celebrate
someone whose quiet yet
energetic leadership, creativi-
ty and collaboration have
enhanced the lives of so
many people.” Co-chairs for
the evening include Neil
Duboff, Susan Glass, Arni
Thorsteinson, Murray Palay
and Margaret Shuckett.

Moe Levy was born in
Bombay, India to parents with
a long tradition of helping
others. He came to Canada in
1968 and went on to receive
his Bachelor of Commerce
(Hons.) and Masters in
Business Administration
(Finance) degrees from the
University of Manitoba. Mr.
Levy began his career in gov-
ernment and achieved the
position of Managing Partner
in Manitoba’s Industry, Trade
and Tourism department. A
long-time lecturer at the Asper

School of Business, Moe was instrumental in
creating the Asper Centre for
Entrepreneurship at the University of
Manitoba’s Faculty of Management, now the
Stu Clark Centre for Entrepreneurship, and in
2003 was made a Fellow of the Asper Centre.

Mr. Levy was CEO and President of The
Canadian Heritage Company, one of
Canada’s largest retail catalogue companies.
He has been the Executive Director of the
Asper Foundation since 1999. Until 2003,
Moe worked closely with Dr. Israel Asper,
O.C., O.M. to implement the many philan-
thropic initiatives of the Foundation, includ-
ing spearheading the creation of the
Canadian Museum for Human Rights. Since
then he has focused his energy on ensuring
Mr. Asper’s dream becomes a reality. Moe
continues to pursue many other philanthrop-
ic initiatives today with members of the Asper
Family.

Moe devotes his time to
numerous boards, including
Friends of the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights, The
Associates - Asper School of
Business, The Stu Clark Centre
for Entrepreneurship, The
Westbury Group, Philanthropic
Foundations of Canada and The
Board of Governors of Hebrew
University of Jerusalem among
others. 

Moe resides in Winnipeg with
his wife Barbara, as do their
children Adam, Samuel and
Sarah.

Proceeds for the evening will
support infrastructure at the
Institute for Medical Research
Israel-Canada (IMRIC) at the Ein
Kerem Campus of Hebrew
University. IMRIC is committed
to bringing together Israel’s and
Canada’s most brilliant minds to
find solutions to the world’s
most serious medical problems
through a multidisciplinary
approach to biomedical
research. Together, researchers
are creating innovative
approaches to meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st century.
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CFHU news

Save The Date
T u e s d a y ,  M a y  1 3 , 2 0 1 4

Canadian Museum for Human Rights

H o n o u r i n g

Moe Levy

Canadian Friends of Hebrew University announces 2014 Scopus Award Recipient

MOSES (MOE) LEVY
2014 Scopus Award recipient in
recognition of his pivotal role in
establishing the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights
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❏ Sisters of Sheynville (Evening of Klezmer Music)

❏ Michael Wex (Author of Born to Kvetch)

❏ Gray Academy Yiddish Choir

❏ Neshema Yiddish Choir

❏ Three Yiddish Divas 
(Joanne Borts, Adrienne Cooper & Theresa Tova)

❏ Joanne Borts (Yiddish and Broadway Performer)

❏ Klezmer Kids

❏ Gray Academy Yiddish Choir

❏ Richard Yaffe & Jane Enkin

❏ Henry Sapoznik (Mamas, Yentes and Khazntes: 
Women in Popular Yiddish Culture)

❏ The Lithuanian Empire: An Evening of Klezmer Music

2008

2009

❏ Tribute to the Barry Sister (Shayla Fink & Debbie Maslowsky)

❏ Aliza & the KGB (Klezmer Gypsy Band)

❏ Gray Academy Yiddish Choir

❏ Richard Yaffe & Jane Enkin & Friends

❏ Mitch Smolkin - Yiddish Broadway: The Golden Age 
of Yiddish American Music

❏ Zalmen Mlotek & Lisa Fishman: The Magical World 
of Yiddish Song

❏ Entertainer Vicki Knight

❏ Gray Academy Yiddish Choir

❏ Fiddler on the Roof in Yiddish: All Winnipeg Local Talent

2010

2012

❏ Soul to Soul: Yiddish & African-American Music Meet 
in a Celebration of Two Cultures
Conceived and directed by Zalmen Mlotek

❏ Concert Performer Allan Blye

❏ Gray Academy Yiddish Choir

❏ Finjan Reunion in Concert

Name: _________________________________   Address/Postal Code: _______________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________    Email:  _____________________________________________________________  

Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture has just celebrated five seasons 
of the best that Yiddish performing arts has to offer. Thank you to all our funders, 

donors, supporters, performers and volunteers for making this all possible.

2013

Elmore James

Debbie Maslowsky

Sisters of Sheynville

Joanne Borts

Klezmer Kids
Henry Sapoznik

The Lithuanian Empire

Michael Wex
Three Yiddish Divas

Shayla Fink

KGB

Jane EnkinJane EnkinRichard Yaffe

Richard Yaffe

Mitch Smolkin

Zalmen Mlotek
Lisa Fishman

Lisa Fishman Vicki Knight

Fiddler on the Roof

Allan Blye
Finjan

I.L. PERETZ FOLK SCHOOL
ENDOWMENT TRUST

✄

MAMELOSHEN FESTIVAL SURVEY
Please share with us your Festival favourites from the last five
seasons. Mark off your top four favourites of all the programs
in the survey below and send the completed survey to:

Mameloshen Survey
c/o Rady JCC
B100-123 Doncaster Street
Winnipeg, MB.
R3N 2B3

Or email
dfigowy@radyjcc.com

with your 
Festival picks.

WIN ONE OF THE FOLLOWING SEVEN PRIZES:
Four Mameloshen Festival Packages and Three One-Year Subcriptions 
to the Jewish Post & News. All completed and returned surveys will be
eligible for the prize draw. Closing date to enter the draw is September 21.



(Israel, August 8, 2013)
Generally, large land fires in
Israel are extinguished
through the use of water
bomber aircraft similar to
ones used in Canada for for-
est fires. This was not a viable
option, however, for the
blaze that recently occurred

in a Palestinian settlement across from a Jewish settle-
ment in Samaria. As the area was a Palestinian settle-
ment; Israeli airplanes were not permitted in the air-
space. The Israeli military instead dispatched a team of
between 15 and 20 soldiers, commanded by lieu-
tenant-colonel Omer Levin, to fight the fire. The sol-
diers were also assisted by Palestinian firefighters and
volunteers. 

Levin said the fire was of unknown origin, stating he
had no theories on the source of the flames. It began as a small prairie
fire, but it quickly spread over the short grass due to aggressive wind pat-
terns. Without being able to rely on water bombers, the men worked to
contain the fire with two fire trucks, water packs, and basic firefighter
gear, such as rubber strikers and fire extinguishers.

After fighting back the flames for upward of
two hours, the men working on keeping the fire
down started becoming severely overheated -
not just from the fire, but from the intense phys-
ical work, and the ground where fire had pre-
viously been extinguished, which was hot
enough to melt the rubber in their shoes. Trees
in the surrounding area had also begun to burn,
raising the temperature of the air and making it
difficult to breathe. This became such an issue
that one of the fire truck hoses was used to cool
the firefighters off while simultaneously being
directed at the flames.

“Once we had made it to a main road we
thought it was safe,” said Levin. “We didn’t
think that the fire would be able to cross it.” The
road to which Levin referred is a very wid eas-
phalt road. As such, all involved were surprised
to find that the fire had indeed spread across
the road. By the time they had reached it, the
flame had grown quickly. Additionally, the fire
trucks could not make it across the road, and
this final flame had to be extinguished entirely

on foot.
When the fire had at last

been put down, the sol-
diers enjoyed being hosed
down and cooled off by a
Palestinian volunteer fire-
fighter. When asked how it
felt to be working in tan-
dem with Palestinians,
Levin stated “It’s surreal.
The night before we arrest-
ed two confirmed terrorists
in this same settlement,
that’s why we were there
at all. And then there we

were, working on a com-
mon goal. The situation is
always changing.”

Fires similar to this one are frequent this time of year in Israel, with an
average of one reported every three days.

Elan Levine is studying communications in a joint program of Red
River College and the University of Winnipeg.
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University students’ reports

The power of choice
How Winnipeg students are charting their university lives

In the lead-up to
p o s t - s e c o n d a r y
education, young
Winnipeggers are
left with many
questions and an
important choice
between two
prominent, yet

extremely divergent campuses: Those of the
University of Winnipeg and Manitoba.

So, how do they choose?
The transition from high school to univer-

sity can be a difficult one. Students are often
uncertain of their future careers, timid in
their selection of classes and anxious about
a new academic setting. In all, the process
has  the potential to be quite overwhelming.

Yet, despite such difficulties, there are pro-
nounced differences between Winnipeg’s
two largest universities – distinctions which
can point students in the right direction and
ease their shift to a university lifestyle.

According to Kam Holland, Acting
Director of Admissions at the University of
Winnipeg, “both campuses are totally differ-
ent... The U of M is in the south end. It’s kind
of like the Los Angeles of Manitoba, and the
U of W is like New York – dark, cramped
and old. That definitely has an impact on the
psyche of students.”

As the old real estate adage goes, “location
is everything”. This couldn’t be truer in the
context of university accessibility, and the
relationship many students value between
their school and its surrounding community.

This linkage is confirmed by Holland, who
emphasizes the University of Winnipeg’s
downtown setting and symbiotic connection
to the urban landscape. “Universities, espe-
cially universities in the downtown of cities
where there has been a decay of the central
business district” she says, “have an impor-
tant role to play in the improvement and
development of the community.

“Even though some of the decisions and
construction are benefiting people outside
of the university, they’re also helping to
build the university community as a whole,
and making it a safer and better place to be.”

On the other hand, the University of
Manitoba is a more isolated campus with a

significantly larger student population. But
despite its dislocation from the city centre, it
provides a different experience altogether.

“The University of Manitoba offers a lot of
choice” confirms Lisa Kachulak-Babey,
Director of Student Recruitment. “We have
over 100 different programs, and with the
option of University 1, students have the
opportunity to take some of the pressure off
themselves... It gives them a chance to
explore and take classes in any department
in which they’re interested.”

Students are encouraged “to ease in” to
life at the U of M, a campus with over
24,000 students, many faculties and large
class sizes. Conversely, the U of W is a
school of under 10,000, boasting small, inti-
mate class sizes and a unique setting in the
city’s downtown. As such, there are definite
stereotypes or ideas about each institution
that most people in the province tend to
have. 

Yet both Holland and Kachulak-Babey
encourage prospective students and their
families to visit each campus, to survey its
programs, absorb its atmosphere and make
a decision accordingly.

Students, after all, are as diverse as the fac-
tors influencing their choice of university. In
the end, says Kachulak-Babey, “it’s of great
important for students to do their own
research and reconnaissance to discover
which university is a better fit for them.”

Ed note: I  asked Samphir to draw upon
his own experience in describing whether
there are any unique characteristics of
either school that would lead Jewish stu-
dents to choose one university over another.

Here is what he had to say in response: “I
would say that Jewish students would more
readily choose the University of Manitoba
for its multicultural and vastly diverse stu-
dent body. The U of M also has the Hilel
student group and other organizations
established specifically for Jewish students.
The U of W might be an attractive route as
well, but I can't think of any factors that
might draw specifically  Jewish  students to
that campus.”

Harrison Samphir is the senior editor of
the University of Winnipeg “Uniter”.

Fighting fires together

Israeli soldiers being hosed off after the fire by a
Palestinian volunteer.

By

ELAN LEVINE

By

HARRISON SAMPHIR



What the
N a t i o n a l
Council of
Jewish Women
(NCJW) has
been successful-
ly doing since
its inception is
leading the way

by identifying needs as they arise in the
community and finding ways to fill them.

One such need is now being filled by
the Council with the Jewish Genetic
Diseases Awareness and Screening
Project (JGAT). The project was started
by the Toronto section, and, with it,
comes an education component – which,
in Winnipeg, is headed up by two local,
Jewish geneticists, Bernie Chodirker and
Cheryl Rockman-Greenberg. 

Testing is done with the lab fees and
equipment covered by the HSC with
nurse volunteers to draw the blood,
while giving all participants the confi-
dentiality they deserve. 

Retired librarian Sharon Allentuck is a past
NCJW Winnipeg section president and current
vice-president, in a volunteer capacity. She has
been a member of the NCJW for over 35 years. 

The NCJW is the oldest Jewish women’s organi-
zation in Canada, founded in 1897. It was first
formed in Toronto and has been in Winnipeg for

85-90 years.
According to the NCJW’s

website, the JGAT mandate is
to educate individuals of
child-bearing age to be
screened for genetic diseases.
People are encouraged to ask
to be screened by/be referred
to be screened by their fami-
ly doctors. If both
parents silently carry
the same recessive
genetic trait, some
inherited diseases
result. 

Having an affected
child is rare, but if
you know that you
and your partner are
both carriers and
understand the
implications, there
are other options for
family planning.

“You want to have
a healthy baby,” said Allentuck. “That’s
the bottom line.

“I think it’s important to know your
family history. When you get married
and want to have kids, sometimes genet-
ic diseases just aren’t on your radar,
when you’re young,” said Allentuck.
“Then it comes as a big surprise if it does
end up happening.”

Both parents must be carriers of the
same disease for a child to have the con-
dition. With each pregnancy, high risk
couples have a 1-in-4 chance of conceiv-
ing a child with the disease. They have a
2-in-4 chance of having a healthy child
who is a carrier and another 1-in-4
chance, with each pregnancy, of having a
healthy child who is not a carrier.

The diseases are not exclusive to
Ashkenazi Jews. People of non-Jewish or
Sephardi backgrounds can also be carri-
ers, but at a lower frequency. It is recom-
mended that if you or your partner is in a
high risk group for a particular disease
that you both be tested – ideally before
the woman becomes pregnant. Even
when only one partner is Jewish, testing
is still important.

To find out your carrier status, a simple
blood test can tell you if you carry the
gene for any of these diseases. If you are
not a carrier, your child could still be a
carrier if your partner is.

If you are a carrier, know that carriers
do not have the disease, but it is impor-
tant for your partner to be tested before
you start a family. You may also want to
tell your relatives of your status, as they
may also want to be tested.

The NCJW has a national conference
coming in Winnipeg, happening
October Oct. 4-6 which will look at this
and other issues important to the com-
munity. 

For more informa-
tion and/to sign up to
get tested, e-mail
ncjwws@shaw.ca or
visit http://
w w w . n c j w c -
ts.org/programs/jew-
ish-genetic-diseases
and www.whatsiny-
ourgenes.com.
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Health news

• HOMES     • COTTAGES     • ADDITIONS
• RENOVATIONS   • WINDOWS + DOORS 

• ROOFING   • SIDING   • DECKS   • FOUNDATIONS 

Gimli (204) 642-8488 or Wpg. Direct: 757-2242

DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE
Dave LaRocque or Cliff SveinsonCall:

OPEN DAILY   11 am - 9 pm
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Welcome to the Beaches

Now Open Daily Serving
Lunch and Dinner

Fully Licensed
Reservations 389-5473

Sandy Hook

JANE & WALTER'S
Steaks - Seafood - Pasta & Ribs

A healthy baby is the bottom line 

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

SHARON ALLENTUCK:
“When you get married
and want to have kids,
sometimes genetic dis-
eases just aren’t on your
radar, when you’re
young. Then it comes as
a big surprise if it does
end up happening.”

Serving Breakfast
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It is now one year since my
wife and I left Winnipeg to live in
Toronto and, after a visit to our
old home town recently, it is
clear to us (if we were not aware
prior to our move), just how well
Winnipeg stands up in compari-
son to that place once known as
Hogtown and now considered, at

least by most of its many residents, as the real and only
Canada. 

What I recognized as a result of this past trip is how sim-
ple life really is in Winnipeg and how the lack of size con-
tributes to this uncomplicated life style. The contrast with
Toronto is startling. 

Whereas in Toronto one has to plan well in advance of
an event, calculate where one is going and, if using a car
can be avoided, figure out what possible way to drive in
order to reduce waiting time and lastly, but most impor-
tantly, whether or not there is a parking place around that
will not cost you a mortgage payment, Winnipeg does not
seem to have any of these issues. Far from it. I marvelled
at the pleasure of driving a car once again and even bet-
ter - the ease in parking it. It might not seem like a big
thing to some people, but surely the ability to navigate
easily in a metropolitan city is a quality of life factor that makes living
in one place superior to another. In this respect, Toronto suffers badly
and Winnipeg jumps to the top. 

Now, you can say that while it is true that is more time consuming
to drive in Toronto than Winnipeg, it is well worth it as there are so
many more events and activities offered and places to go. Even if that
statement is true (the jury is out on that verdict), what good are all of

these attractions if it is too diffi-
cult and costly to attend any of
them? Defenders of Toronto will
assert that there is an excellent
and efficient subway system in
place that can get anyone to
most places cheaply and speedi-
ly. This is partially true. But, the
advocates for public transit in
Toronto fail to mention that there
are frequent breakdowns in the
system causing many delays. You
never know when a trip on the
subway will be punctuated by a
voice message apologizing for an
interruption. 

These are not happy moments
sitting at a station or worse - on
the train waiting to move.

Aside from these transportation
issues, Winnipeg stands out with
respect to the welcoming atti-
tude that it offers. It is not that the
people in Toronto have been
unfriendly, but the reality is that

their lives are complete without my wife and me. Winnipeg Jews,
whether it is because they are less exposed to newcomers, or just
because they have had the Argentinian and Israeli immigration expo-
sure, or because they live in a smaller town, are just more likely to
invite a stranger to the city for a Shabbat meal than is the case in
Toronto. 

Of course, the big downside of Toronto and upside of Winnipeg is
the enormous difference in housing costs. Winnipeg is so much more
affordable that I could buy two very livable homes in Winnipeg to
match the cost of one in Toronto. You get less but pay more in Toronto. 

Yes, the winters are longer in Winnipeg than in Toronto and yes,
there are almost no mosquitoes, but these are insignificant advantages
when you take the tally. I say to all those Winnipeg residents who
moan and groan about being stuck in traffic: Complain about the
snow and feel isolated at times. You have it good there but you  just
don’t know it. 

Now, what Winnipeg does not have are my eight grandchildren so,
on that score, Winnipeg is the loser. 
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Gerry Posner

Winnipeg never looked so good

I say to all those Winnipeg resi-
dents who moan and groan
about being stuck in traffic,

complain about the snow and
feel isolated at times, you have

it good there but just do not
know it.

Rob Depres, Managing Vice President, and John Wright,
Executive Vice President Western Region are very pleased
to announce the following appointments in our Winnipeg
Commercial Insurance office:

Seth Henoch, MBA, BSc. (hons)
Vice President, Client Executive

Seth joins BFL CANADA with a wide variety of commercial
insurance brokerage experience in Winnipeg coupled with a
solid education having earned his MBA from the Asper School
of Business. He brings a high level of business acumen to
the BFL team and a solid reputation for excellent personal
customer service. Seth’s brokerage experience includes
servicing local, national and international companies involved
in such industries as Property Management, Forestry, Mining,
Construction, Manufacturing, Aviation and Transportation. Seth
offers a solid reputation for delivering innovative insurance and
risk management solutions to all of his clients.

Sandy Elders
Client Service Manager

Sandy bringswith her over 11 years of experience in commercial
insurance. Her previous roles have involved customer
assistance and the management of large commercial client
needs in cooperation with the Client Executive. More recently,
Sandy’s roles have expanded to include underwriting and
sales. Her specialty market is Property Management wherein
she is regarded for the delivery of an unparalleled level of client
support. Sandy has earned her Canadian Accredited Insurance
Broker designation.

BFL CANADA Insurance Services Inc. has experienced rapid
growth across Canada by providing a unique entrepreneurial
and creative environment for its employees resulting in
exemplary service to its clients.

BFL CANADA is the largest employee-owned and operated
commercial insurance brokerage and consulting services
firm in Canada. BFL CANADA provides a complete range of
insurance products, risk management and employee benefits
services to all industry sectors across Canada and, through a
strategic alliance with the Lockton Companies, LLC, in the U.S.,
as well as in over 100 countries around the world.

BFL makes a difference
Vancouver • Kelowna • Calgary • Winnipeg • Toronto • Ottawa • Québec • Montréal • Halifax

www.BFLCANADA.ca

Contact Information:
Seth Henoch, MBA, BSc. (hons)
Email: shenoch@bflcanada.ca
Cell: 204-396-7384
Office: 204-594-0240
Fax: 204-594-0259
Suite 205 - 175 Carlton Street,
Winnipeg, MB R3C 3H9

Contact Information:
Sandy Elders, CAIB
Email: selders@bflcanada.ca
Cell: 204-396-6316
Office: 204-594-0239
Fax: 204-594-0259
Suite 205 - 175 Carlton Street,
Winnipeg, MB R3C 3H9

Rob Depres, Managing Vice President, and John Wright,
Executive Vice President Western Region, are pleased to
welcome the newest Commercial Insurance Team to our
Winnipeg office: 

Seth Henoch, MBA, BSc. (hons)
Vice President, Client Executive

Seth joins BFL CANADA with a wide variety of commercial
insurance brokerage experience in Winnipeg coupled with
a solid education, having earned his MBA from the Asper
School of Business. He brings a high level of business
acumen to the BFL team and a stellar reputation for excellent
personal customer service. Seth’s brokerage experience
includes servicing local, national and international
companies involved in such industries as Property
Management, Forestry, Mining, Construction,
Manufacturing, Aviation and Transportation. Seth offers a
well deserved reputation for delivering innovative insurance
and risk management solutions to all of his clients.

Sandy Elders
Client Service Manager

As a key member of Seth’s team, Sandy brings with her over
11 years of experience in commercial insurance. Her
previous roles have involved customer assistance and the
management of large commercial client needs in
cooperation with the Client Executive. More recently,
Sandy’s roles have expanded to include underwriting and
sales. Her specialty market is Property Management wherein
she is highly regarded for th delivery of an unparalleled level
of client support. Sandy has earned her Canadian Accredited
Insurance Broker designation.

BFL CANADA Insurance Services Inc. has experienced
rapid growth across Canada by providing a unique
entrepreneurial and creative environment for its employees,
resulting in exemplary service to its clients.

BFL CANADA is the largest employee-owned and operated
commercial insurance brokerage and consulting services
firm in Canada. BFL CANADA provides a complete range of
insurance products, risk management and employee
benefits services to all industry sectors across Canada and,
through a strategic alliance with the Lockton Companies,
LLC, in the U.S., as well as in over 100 countries around
the world.

By

GERALD S POSNER
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Yiddish page

The Anti-Weizmann
When I was very

young, I learned the
story of the Balfour
Declaration, and it
went something
like this: It was
1917, England was
at war, and a young
Jewish scientist by

the name of Chaim
Weitzmann had recently
developed a process that
was of tremendous strategic
importance. To reward him,
he was brought before Lord
Balfour who promised him
anything he wished for.
“Nothing for me,” replied
Weizmann, “but for my peo-
ple…” And in that moment
the destiny of the Jewish
People was forever changed,
and set on a path which led
to the creation of the State of
Israel.

I don’t remember where I
first heard the story; I only
had two years of Talmud
Torah before my parents put
me in public school. But I’m
guessing the story is still
being told in our Hebrew
schools today in very much
the same way. It may be a bit of a melo-
dramatization, but I’m not here to quibble
with the details. In fact, the story is substan-
tially true in its major outlines. But it raises
two interesting questions: First, where would
we be if Weizmann had not been in the right
place at the right time…and secondly, what
good would it have done if Britain had not
won the war?

Oddly enough, it turns out things might not
have been so different after all. Because it
seems that Germany had its own Dr. Chaim
Weizmann…the “anti-Weizmann”, if you
like, and his name was Fritz Haber. The son of
Jewish parents, he had converted to
Christianity more as a symbol of allegiance to
his adopted Fatherland than through any reli-
gious conviction. In 1911, he discovered a
process whereby ammonia could be synthe-
sized by direct combination of hydrogen and
nitrogen…a process which today bears his
name, and which has long since been adopt-
ed for the edification of high school students
as the iconic prototype of how to calculate
chemical equilibria in mixed reactions. By
the second year of the war, Germany had
been cut off by British blockade from access
to Chilean saltpeter, until then the world’s pri-
mary source of industrial ammonia. The
Haber process is credited with keeping
Germany in the war for three more years. And
if that weren’t enough, Haber was an enthusi-
astic participant in the chemical warfare
industry...a circumstance which led his beau-
tiful wife, Klara Immerwahr, also a converted
Jewess, to take her own life in 1915.

Post-war Germany was indeed grateful to
Haber. As director of the Kaiser Wilhelm insti-
tute in the Weimar Republic, Haber’s scientif-
ic influence was unbounded. Indeed, even
Hitler did not fire him after coming to power
in 1933. But as director of the institute, Haber
became responsible for discharging all his
Jewish colleagues and co-workers. And when
it came to this, he found his loyalty to the
Fatherland was stretched to the breaking
point. After doing his best to secure alternate

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
The future of Yiddish is in Winnipeg is in danger. 
From a major center for secular Yiddish culture we are now left with only one student

enrolled in the University of Manitoba Yiddish classes. 
We need your help in securing a future for Yiddish, Hebrew and Jewishness in Winnipeg.

It might be our last chance. 

By

MARTY GREEN

Continued on page 15. See “Marty Green”.

CHAIM
WEIZMANN

FRITZ
HABER
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Community news
Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun

is pleased to announce
that Rabbi Yossi
Benarroch will serve as
our cantor and Scholar in
Residence for all High
Holy Day services this
year. He and Rabbi Ari
Ellis will conduct High
Holy Day services that are
explanatory and meaning-
ful, with interactive dis-
cussion and study
groups offered throughout the day.

Complimentary babysitting, junior congregation, and children’s
and teen’s programming will provide an opportunity for thought-
ful reflection and spiritual renewal for all participants.

Rabbi Benarroch was born in Tangiers, Morocco, and raised in
Winnipeg. Following graduation from Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate,
he received a Bachelor degree in Phys. Ed and Biology, and a
teaching certificate from the University of Manitoba. He then
attended Yeshiva in Israel, and received his rabbinic ordination in
1989 from Machon Harry Fischel Yeshiva in Jerusalem.

Rabbi Benarroch has taught Jewish Studies and served as a con-
gregational rabbi in Phoenix and Vancouver. He was the Rabbi
and Educational Director of the Sephardic Educational Center in
Jerusalem from 1999-2010, and his weekly Devar Torah reached
over 5000 readers via the internet. Currently, Rabbi Benarroch is
the Rabbi and Director of Midreshet Eshel Seminary for Sephardic
Women in Jerusalem. Rabbi Benarroch and his family made
aliyah 14 years ago, and reside in Efrat, Israel.

Be inspired this year at Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun! Call the shul
office today at 204.489.6262 to reserve your place with us.
Synagogue members in good standing at any synagogue will
receive membership pricing on all High Holy Day seats. 

May God inscribe us all for a year filled with good health, pros-
perity, and peace. 

High Holy Days Uplift and Inspire
at Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun

RABBI YOSSI
BENARROCHRABBI ARI ELLIS

Join Us for 
High Holy Day 

services 

Reserve your place TODAY!  
Call 204-489-6262 

or email ! 
Membership pricing on High Holy Day seats extended

Erev Rosh Hashanah Sept 4th 6:30 pm 
Rosh Hashanah First Day Sept 5th 8:00 am 

Rosh Hashanah Second Day Sept 6th 8:00 am 
Kol Nidre Sept 13th 7:25 pm 

Yom Kippur Sept 14th 8:30 am
Neilah Sept 14th 7:00 pm

Your home for exploring and experiencing meaningful Jewish living
Herzlia – Adas Yeshurun

Services will be led by Rabbi Ellis 
together with Chazan and Scholar in 

Residence Rabbi Benarroch

Programming for children ages 3-13 and 

over two

Lectures on contemporary Jewish issues
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Rosh Hashanah: A Time to
Change Your Routine

By RABBI YOSEF BENARROCH 
As the Jewish year comes to a close, I want to wish you a very

happy and healthy New Year. May you all be inscribed in the book
of good life. 

One of the themes we are encouraged to explore during Rosh
Hashanah is self-renewal. We all enter the New Year with a long list
of the things we would like to change about ourselves. The High
Holiday period is a time of introspection, which means that we must
be doing some heavy-duty soul searching so that we can improve.
The bottom line is that when the High Holidays are over, there
should be a new and improved you.

This principle is the cornerstone of Teshuvah (repentance).
Maimonides said the following about a Baal Teshuvah (repentant
individual): “It is the way of a repentant individual to constantly cry
out before G-d with heartfelt supplication. They should also give
charity according to their means and distance themselves as far as
they can from the sin they transgressed. They should also change
their name and declare ‘I am a new person’ not the person that
committed those sins.” (Maimonides Laws of repentance 2:4). 

Maimonides puts it so
beautifully and succinctly:
repentance is about becom-
ing a new person. Our
Rabbis make a further con-
nection to this theme regard-
ing the timing of Rosh
Hashanah. It is the only hol-
iday that takes place at the
beginning of the Jewish
month. All other holidays take place closer to the middle of the
month. During the other holidays the moon is full or close to full,
while on Rosh Hashanah the moon is just appearing. It is in its cycle
of renewal, with just a sliver appearing. This, explains our Rabbis, is
to teach us that just as the moon renews itself so too must we renew
ourselves as the New Year begins. 

Yet if we know this to be true, if we all come into the holidays with
all of our resolutions of how we want to change for the better, why
is it that very little changes?

How many of us can really say year in year out that we are in a
new place, that we have changed, that we are better this year than
we were last year? Do we really set more time aside to study Torah,
is the quality of our prayers any better, do we give more charity, do
we get angry less or speak less Lashon Hara, do we fight with our
spouse any less, have we really made a dent in our busy schedules
so that we really are spending more time with our families and less
at the office? 

The real question during the High Holidays is not what do I want
to change, but why is it that I have such a hard time changing? Why
is it that year in year out I come with a long list of resolutions and
yet can’t even manage to make a dent in most of them? 

I would like to offer two suggestions. The first is our inability to
step out of our routine. We all love our routines and we get so fixed
into them that making changes, even if they are for the better, are
hard to do. Real change in our lives comes when we are willing to
step out of the routines we have created. 

The second is hard work and dedication. A bad habit that took
decades to create is not going to disappear overnight. It takes a lot
of hard work and perseverance to improve. Most people simply give
up. Think about dieting. It requires discipline, effort, and persever-
ance. Changing yourself for the better is no different. 

At the end of the day, change is what the High Holidays is all
about. If at the conclusion of the High Holidays the only thing we
can talk about is the eloquence of the Rabbi’s sermon, the pitch of
the cantor’s voice, or the fluidity of the Shofar blasts, we have
missed the main point of the holidays. The main point is change and
for that we need hard work. 

A story is told about the revered sage Rabbi Yisrael Salanter, who
was known as an extremely pious individual. During the High
Holidays he would say, “Many people prepare themselves for
repentance during the Ten Day of Repentance between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The more scrupulous begin at the start
of the month of Elul. I say, however, that one must begin to repent
immediately after Neilah the preceding Yom Kippur”. When it
comes to self-improvement, there are no shortcuts, just dedication,
hard work, and the ability to go against the flow when necessary.
This year let our list of resolutions not go unattended.

The real question dur-
ing the High Holidays
is not what do I want

to change, but why is it
that I have such a hard

time changing?



Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
When I first received a press release

about a new movie called “The Attack” via
e-mail, I was immediately intrigued to
watch the trailer that came with the release. 

While the movie is not an Israeli produc-
tion per se (The film’s director is Lebanese
Ziad Doueri and none of the producers are
Israeli), the film was shot in Israel and the
West Bank, and it did employ both Israeli
actors and crew.

The story in “The Attack” is about an Arab
surgeon working in a Tel Aviv hospital
whose name is Amin Jaafari ( played by Ali
Suliman). As the movie opens Dr. Jaafari is
receiving a prestigious award from a group
of his peers. While he is sitting in the audi-
ence waiting to receive the award he
receives a call on his cell phone. Jaafari
tells whoever is on the other end that he is
too busy to talk right then and hangs up.

That call foreshadows what is about to
occur – and becomes a major clue to a plot
that is both mysterious and politically
charged. As events transpire, Jaafari soon
learns that his beautiful wife, Siham,
(played by Reymonde Amsellem), has
become a suicide bomber.

As the movie progresses we realize that
Jaafari’s wife had been plotting her grisly
deed for some time, but Jaafari really
knows nothing more about what might
have led his wife to commit such a horren-
dous crime than the audience.

So, after initially being severely interro-
gated by Israeli authorities who, quite right-
fully, suspect him of complicity in his wife’s
activities, Jaafari is eventually released.
With his life in a shambles he sets out to
delve into the mystery surrounding his
wife’s seemingly unexplainable descent
into what, no doubt, most anyone watching
the film would regard as outright madness.

Yet, Siham, we learn, is not some Islamic
extremist; she is actually a Christian – of a
liberal background, also someone who has
been living among Jews for quite some
time.

There are so many troubling questions
raised by this gripping movie - on so many
levels, that anyone who is at all familiar
with life in Israel is bound to be shaken
after watching “The Attack”.

In the first place there is not a single Arab
character in the movie who is willing to
utter the least word of condemnation of
Siham’s suicide attack. Instead, as the
movie shifts its focus to the city of Nablus
(where Jaafari is from and to where he goes
in search of answers about what might have
led his wife to become a suicide bomber),
we learn that Siham is being venerated as a
martyr everywhere in the city.

Although the reasons for Siham’s behav-
iour are open to interpretation, it becomes
evident that her ultimate intentions were
developed long before she actually carries
out her heinous act. 

For me the only question left unresolved
by the movie is whether Siham actually had
plotted to dupe Jaafari even before she met
him. At one point during the movie we
learn that Siham had come to the hospital
where Jaafari works with an injury that she
may have perpetrated upon herself with the
express purpose of meeting Jaafari. 

Is that because she knew about him and
was interested in seducing him because he
was such an attractive prospect or because
he would provide such convenient cover

for her ultimate nefarious plans? We never
find out the answer to that question.

A few years back there was another
movie about Palestinian suicide bombers
that was equally chilling, titled “Paradise
Now”. Again, as with “The Attack”, events
were told dispassionately, with no attempt
to characterize the suicide bombers as any-
thing less than quite human.

While it may suit many Jews’ purposes to
think of anyone willing to commit such a
horrendous act as something less than
human, it doesn’t help us to understand
such a person – not to sympathize with the
individual, but to try and develop at least a
cursory understanding of might motivate
someone to blow him or herself up and
take as many innocent lives as possible in
the process.

What I’m sure most anyone who sees
“The Attack” will find most upsetting is the
realization that the gulf between Israeli
Jews and Palestinians (and possibly
between Israeli Jews and Israeli Arabs as
well) is so wide as to be impossible to tra-
verse.

Apparently though, while “The Attack” is
not allowed to be screened in any Arab
country, it has received quite a positive
response from Israeli film-goers. 

No doubt it could be used as propaganda
by anyone who would like to say: “There
will never be any reconciliation between
Jews and Palestinians”, but it might also be
seen as providing an
understanding of the
outright hatred that
Palestinians have for
Israelis. 

Of course, that
hatred is mired in a
racist and barbaric
mindset that, in other
contexts, plays out as
vicious internecine
warfare among
Muslims themselves. 

But, after watching
“The Attack”, I’m not
sure that there is any
hope that anything
more than a long lull in
the violence that is so
characteristic of Arab
behaviour towards
Israel is the most that
we could ever hope
for. To paraphrase Sally
Field when she won an
Oscar for her role in
“Norma Rae”, the
Palestinians “hate us,
they really hate us.”

“The Attack” opens
Friday, August 23 at
The Empire Theatre.
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Movie news

“The Attack” probes deeply into the 
psyche of Palestinians

Marty Green 
(Continued from page 13.)

employment for his fellow Jewish scientists,
Haber left Germany for good, finding tempo-
rary refuge in England. Here he accepted
Weizmann’s offer of directorship of the Sieff
Institute in Rehovot, and he departed for
Palestine in 1934. But, he was already in ill
health and died enroute in Switzerland of a
heart attack. (For more on Haber’s remark-
able life, you can read an excellent bio-
graphical essay by Bretislav Friedrich which
you can link to from the Wikipedia page on
Haber.)

Weizmann and Haber…two very different
men, destined by fate to play complementary
and contradictory roles in world and Jewish
history. And what of their scientific legacies?
Weizmann, of course, drifted away from sci-
ence as the Zionist enterprise occupied more
and more of his time and energies.
Nevertheless, his process for the synthesis of
acetone remained industrially viable until as
recently as the 1980’s: using bacteria from
the clostrida family, Weizmann’s process
yielded a mixture of acetone, butanol and
ethanol from ordinary starch. Eventually, this
method was replaced by purely chemical
processes whereby acetone is produced as a
petroleum by-product. As for the Haber
Process, it is going strong to this day. It has
had an enormous impact on the world’s food
supply; it is said that one-third of the world’s
agricultural production depends on ammonia
created by the Haber Process. To put it anoth-
er way, every other nitrogen atom in your
body has at some time passed through the
high-pressure steel cylinders of a Haber
Process factory. 

What’s the lesson Jews can take from
“The Attack”? “They hate us - they really
hate us.”



By BERNIE BELLAN
“Part of working for the Jewish National Fund

allows us to flex our ‘think outside the box’ mus-
cles in order to come up with new ways to
fundraise,” wrote Rob Berkowits, Executive
Director of the JNF Manitoba/ Saskatchewan
Region, in a press release prior to an event whose
success makes it certain that it will now become
an annual summer event.

“It was doing this  (thinking outside the box) that
helped us come up with the idea to bring
‘Breakfast for Israel’ to Lake Winnipeg cottage
country”, Berkowits explained in the press release.

That was the inspiration for what turned out to be
a very successful inaugural event sponsored by the
JNF – something with which almost all those who
were in attendance would undoubtedly agree.

As the casually dressed attendees entered the
Lakeview Resort banquet room in Gimli on a
beautiful Sunday morning, August 11, they were
greeted with a very well-organized plan whereby
everyone was assigned a specific table, grouped
according to specific “table captains” who had
taken responsibility for bringing in guests for the
function. But, with a minimal cost of only $36 per
attendee that included a fully kosher and delicious breakfast provided
by Gunn’s Bakery, this was not a heavy-duty type of fundraiser.

As Berkowits went on to explain to the attendees, proceeds from the
breakfast were destined to augment the already considerable sum
raised at this past June’s Negev Gala for the restoration of the outdoor
space at the Ilanot Special Education School in Jerusalem.

In addition to helping to raise funds for this project, the almost 200
guests who attended the breakfast August 11 also heard an update on
events in the Middle East from the Israel Embassy’s Deputy Head of
Mission, Eliaz Luf. Luf gave an off-the-cuff assessment of current
trends which, although not offering anything particularly surprising,
did provide an Israeli perspective on upheavals in the Arab world, as
well as the nascent peace talks about to commence with the
Palestinians.

“It’s kind of a joke that we and the Palestinians are like an island of
tranquility” in the Middle East, Luz noted at the beginning of his
remarks.

With storm clouds constantly brewing in the region, however, Luf
was quick to dispel any notion that the current relative calm as it exists
in Israel will last indefinitely. Referring to the new president of Iran
(Hassan Rouhani), who has been described as a “moderate” by much
of the Western press, Luz said that “the new president has a nice face
but it doesn’t change the situation.” Iran, he went on to insist, still pre-

sents the “number one
threat” to the State of
Israel and remains “on
top of the agenda all
the time.”

Insofar as the “Arab
Spring” is concerned,
Luf suggested that
“the threat to the State
of Israel has been
changed dramatically
in the past few
years…It’s less of a
severe military threat
“– instead there is
now the “threat of
sporadic military
groups” led by
“Islamic extremists”
and lately, newly
arrived Chechen mili-
tants in Syria.

These combined
elements do not pose
a “direct threat”, Luf
explained. “We have
a saying: ‘The only
common thread
among them is they
all hate us!’ ”

“They do not have
the ability for a severe
military attack,”
according to Luf, “but
we are arming our-
selves for new
threats”, such as the
launching of rockets.

“The most important
thing for the govern-
ment is to maintain
Israel as best we can,”
Luf noted. He added that “life in Israel is quite good” currently.

Turning to the subject of negotiations between Israel and the
Palestinians, Luf added a note of cynicism, observing that the same
individuals representing the Palestinians who have been involved so
many times before, such as lead negotiator Saeb Erekat, are back rep-
resenting the Palestinians again. Erekat, Luf noted, has been involved
in peace talks since 1991.

Realistically, Israelis have “low expectations” for these talks, he cau-
tioned. As Yair Lapid, Israel’s Minister of Finance has dryly observed:
“What we want to achieve is a good divorce from the Palestinians.”

Luf went on to describe the current extremely harmonious state of
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JNF hosts “Breakfast at the lake”

Some of the almost 200 attendees at
“Breakfast at the Lake”, which was catered
by Gunn’s Bakery & Catering, Sunday,
August 11.

 The Wildflower Trail is an 8 km hiking and biking trail that JNF will create to
provide diverse opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of the park.

PROCEEDS FROM THIS YEAR’S HIGH HOLIDAY APPEAL WILL BE DIRECTED TO

         

JNF Manitoba/Saskatchewan Region Board
President Karla Berbrayer holds the mike
as her son, Dr. Eyal Kraut, recites the
“Hamotzi”.

JNF news

Igor Golinkin (left), an Israeli Jew who
immigrated to Winnipeg several years ago
and Karim Ammoumou - a Morroccan
Muslim who believes in forging better ties
between Jews & Muslim, were also at the
JNF breakfast - Ammoumou as Golinkin’s
guest. (Golinkin was a table captain.) The
two met at the University of Winnipeg a
couple of years ago and struck up a friend-
ship. Although Ammoumou explains that
he is not supportive of many Israeli gov-
ernment policies, he does believe in forg-
ing better ties between Jews and Muslims -
something that the JNF also promotes - viz.
its honouring of the Arab-Jewish Dialogue
at the recently held Negev Gala.

Continued on next page. See “Breakfast”.

Special guest Israel Embassy Deputy Head
of Mission Eliaz Luf, seen here with Larry
Vickar. “Breakfast at the Lake”, held in
the Lakeview Gimli Resort, promises to
turn into an annual event, according to
JNF Manitoba/ Saskatchewan Region
Executive Director Rob Berkowits. 
“It was doing this (thinking outside the
box) that helped us come up with the
idea to bring ‘Breakfast for Israel’ to
Lake Winnipeg cottage country,”
according to Berkowits.



The Jewish National
Fund of Canada –
Manitoba/Saskatchewan
Regional Branch is
pleased to announce that
Joseph J. Wilder, Q.C.
will be the 2014 Negev
Gala honouree. The offi-
cial announcement took
place on Sunday, August
11th at the branch’s inau-
gural “Breakfast For
Israel” event, which took
place at the Lakeview
Resort & Conference
Centre in Gimli,
Manitoba.

“I am so pleased that
Joe Wilder will be our honouree
for the 2014 Negev Gala,
remarked regional president
Karla Berbrayer in front of an
appreciative crowd of 120. He
has a long list of credentials,
with a history of leadership in
the Jewish and general commu-
nity. Joe is very worthy and
deserving of this acknowledge-
ment.”

Recently named President of
the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, Mr. Wilder has an
extensive record of national and
local community service, includ-
ing leadership positions with
Canadian Jewish Congress, the
Canada Israel Committee, the
Winnipeg Jewish Community
Council, the Winnipeg Football
Club, the Royal Winnipeg Ballet,
and others. He is a former school
trustee and is a Senior Partner at
the law firm of Wilder, Wilder &
Langtry. He has been awarded
the Sol Kanee Distinguished
Community Service Medal
(2008) and the Queen Elizabeth
II Diamond Jubilee Medal
(2012).

“From my earliest years, the
Jewish National Fund has always
had an enduring presence for
me, stated Wilder. The pishke,
the iconic little blue box was a
fixture in our home. I am in awe
of the remarkable work of the
JNF in helping to build the State
of Israel and the phenomenal
number of projects it has under-
taken. That this wonderful orga-
nization should choose to recog-
nize me in this way is a single
honour that I shall always cher-
ish.”

Founded in 1901, the Jewish
National Fund has evolved into a
global environment leader,
planting over 240 million trees,
constructing more than 250
reservoirs & dams and develop-
ing over 250,000 acres of land
while creating more than 1000
parks and providing stable infra-
structure for over 1000 commu-
nities.

The Negev Gala has honoured

outstanding lead-
ers from within
the Winnipeg
community since
1953. This gala is
the Jewish
National Fund’s
most important
fundraising event
of the year. All
proceeds generat-
ed are directed to
env i ronmen ta l
research and
development pro-
jects in the State
of Israel.
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Jewish National Fund announces 
2014 Negev Gala honouree

AN EVENING WITH BRIGADIER 
GENERAL (“RES”) EDEN ATTIAS

First Israeli Ministry of Defence Attaché to Ottawa
“An Insider’s Perspective on Operation Solomon”

Presented by B’nai Brith Canada 
& the Jewish National Fund in 
support of Magen David Adom

August 28, 2013 - 7:00 pm
Berney Theatre 

Asper Jewish Community Campus
123 Doncaster Street

Question & Answer Period to Follow

Admission is free and refreshments will be served

Operation Solomon - Arriving to the Promised Land (www.sfej.org)
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JNF/B’nai Brith news
affairs as it exists
between Israel and
Canada. “Most of our
colleagues in other

embassies are pretty jealous of the cooperation we have in
Canada,” Luf observed.

“It gives us the feeling that we can upgrade relations
between Canada and Israel” even more than they already
are, he noted. For instance, “we have a new attaché whose
job it is to bring more business” to Israel from Canada.

In addition, there has been increasing cooperation
between Canada and Israel in a number of areas, includ-
ing “renewable energy” and “defense”, where there have
been a series of “MOU’s (Memorandum of Understanding)
to have our two militaries work together more closely.”

In short, Luf stated, “a lot is going on between the two
countries.”

Finally, in assessing the current strong level of support
from the Harper Government Luf noted that “we feel the
support not only from the Conservative Party, but also the
Liberal Party and some parts of the NDP.”

JOSEPH WILDER

Breakfast
(Continued from page 16.)



(August 14, 2013-Jerusalem) – In response to
heightened security concerns in Yemen, The
Jewish Agency today brought 17 Yemenite Jews to
Israel.

The group consisted of two sets of parents, who
were brought directly to Israel from Yemen, and 10
of their children, who were brought to Argentina
two years ago through the efforts of the Satmar
community These new immigrants landed in Ben
Gurion Airport in Israel on Wednesday night and
were brought to their new homes at a Jewish
Agency absorption center in the south where they
will begin the next chapter of their lives as free and
protected Jews living in the State of Israel. 

According to data collected by The Jewish
Agency, a record number of 151 Yemeni Jews have
come to Israel since 2009, reflecting the uptick in
the number of anti-Semitic incidents there.

Jewish Agency Chairman Natan Sharansky
shared: “Tonight we are privileged to engage in a
mission that combined the saving of lives, the
reunification of a family and immigration to Israel.
Behind the scenes of this operation lies the dedication and expertise of The
Jewish Agency and our partner organizations who all contributed to the mis-
sion’s success.” Sharansky added, “The Jewish Agency stands at the ready to
bring any Yemeni Jew who expresses interest in making Aliyah to Israel, and
to help the local community in any way possible.”

The timing of the covert mission coincided with increasing security ten-
sions in Yemen. Several international bodies, including Israel’s Ministry of
the Interior, Foreign Office, Absorption Ministry and The Jewish Agency,
worked hand in hand – and expediently – to deliver the Yemeni parents from
danger and to reunite them with their children in Israel. 

The roots of this mission began in August 2011 when the Satmar Hassidic
community convinced a group of 30 Jews in Yemen to move to London
where they would receive refugee status. After leaving Yemen, the group
learned that they were denied entry to the United Kingdom and would be

brought to Argentina instead. Ten of these kids (six belonging to Yahia Karni
and four belonging to Haim Karni) were on today’s flight to Israel. 

In recent years, Yemenite Jews have been the targets of threats by Muslim
extremists, including those identified with the terrorist group al-Qaeda. The
number of anti-Semitic threats and attacks against the Jewish community
there has been on the rise since 2008 - when Jewish schoolteacher Moshe
Nahari was killed, spiked in 2010 with the murder of Jewish community
leader Aaron Zindani, and again in 2012 after the ouster of Yemen’s
President Ali Abdullah Saleh.

As a consequence, the number of Yemenite Jews immigrating to Israel in
the past few years has reached record highs. 

Currently, fewer than 90 Jews live in Yemen, according to Jewish Agency
estimates. Half reside in the capital Sana’a in a protected area, while the rest
are in Omran province’s city of Rida.

18 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, August 21, 2013

Israel news

Jewish Agency brings 17 Yemenite Jews to safety in Israel in covert operation

Yemenite children reunite with their parents after a two-year wait. Photo credit: Moshe Brin
/The Jewish Agency for Israel.



The Sarah Sommer
Chai Folk Ensemble
continued to play to
packed houses in
the Shalom Square
pavilion.

Seen in the picture
immediately above
are the Sarah
Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble singers:
Sarah Sommer, Beth
Schachter, Aleksan-
dra Smolyaninov,
Cami Almosnino,
Avi Posen, Justin
Odwak, and David
Vamos.
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Community news

For Mayer Rabkin
August 10 was a partic-
ularly auspicious occa-
sion - the parsha read
that day in synagogue
was the same one
Mayer read 80 years
ago at his own bar mitz-
vah. Meyer and his wife
Mavis were among a
number of Shaftesbury
Park residents who
made it out to the
Winnipeg Beach syna-
gogue for services on August 10. Mayer was given the honour of having
the "acharon" aliyah at the service. Also seen in the picture to the left of
Mayer is Miriam Erenberg.

Sarah Sommer Chai Folk 
Ensemble at Shalom Square

Hebrew Congregation of Winnipeg Beach
plays host to Shaftesbury residents

L’ Shanah Tovah!
Happy 5774!

®

L’Shanah Tovah means “For a good year.” 
It’s a traditional greeting that’s exchanged on 
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, by Jews 
around the world. Rosh Hashanah is a time for 
introspection, repentance and looking back at 
the past year. It’s also the time to plan changes 

for the New Year.

We wish to extend our best wishes to you this New Year. We 
appreciate your patronage and look forward to serving you in 
the future. We pride ourselves on providing great service and a 
wide selection of Kosher products.

Visit your Safeway locations for all your Kosher needs:

Dave Silver (left) and Mayer Schwartz of the Shaftesbury were also
driven out to the beach August 10, courtesy of volunteer bus driver
David Bloomfield. Also in the picture (at right) is Howard Kideckel -
a regular attendee at the synagogue.
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It’s that time of
year, and once again
Rosh Hashanah is
upon us. The rest of
the world celebrates
a new year with par-
ties and celebration,
while we contem-
plate, and pray

together as family, friends and a community
to bring us closer to God, and to one anoth-
er. And of course we get together over the
table to share not only our thoughts and feel-
ings, but food as well. One of the many
things we say to each other is to wish one
another for a sweet new year, so here are
some recipes that are sweet to eat, and may
they be representative of the sweet things to
come in the year ahead. 

* * *
FRANCINE’S SWEET CHALLA

Makes 3 medium size challa
7 cups flour
1 tbsp instant or active dry yeast
1 cup sugar
1 tbsp salt
1/2 cup vegetable oil
4 large eggs
1-3/4 cup warm water
Egg wash - 1 egg lightly beaten with a tbsp of
water

If using the active dry yeast then proof yeast
from the instructions on the packet. Empty all
the flour into the mixer bowl. Add the instant
dry yeast and stir well to combine. Mix in
sugar and salt. Add the oil and eggs. Add
about 1-1/4 cups of the water.

Use the dough hook to mix. Add a little
more water to a total of 2 cups. Scrape down
and continue mixing. Knead dough for about
10 minutes until smooth and elastic.

Put the dough in a greased bowl cover all
sides and cover loosely with 2 clean tea tow-

els. Let rise 45 minutes.
Punch down and let rise again half hour

and then and divide dough into 3 parts.
Divide each part into as many strands as you
would like to braid. Lightly flour work surface
area and roll strands 3 or 4 and braid. For a
round challa do not re-divide.

Roll each part into a long snake and then
roll up jelly roll style for a round challa. Place
the challas onto separate parchment covered
baking pans. Egg wash and sprinkle with
sesame seeds.

Bake 350 degrees for 30 min.
Tap on the bottom crust it should sound

hollow.
* * *

HONEY CAKE
Ingredients
1 tsp. Baking soda
1 cup honey
1 cup brown sugar
3/4 cup oil
4 eggs separated
3 cups flour
1 tsp. Baking powder
1 tsp. Cinnamon
1/2 tsp. Ginger
1/2 cup cold coffee
1/2 tsp. Almond flavoring

Bring honey to a boil. Add baking soda, stir,
and allow to cool. Beat sugar, oil, egg yolks,
honey and coffee. Add sifted flour with bak-
ing powder and spices. Beat egg whites stiff
and fold into batter.

Bake in 8”x12” pan for one hour at 325
degrees.

* * *
HONEY DROP COOKIES

Ingredients
3/4 cup honey
1/4 cup butter or margarine
1/2 tsp. Cinnamon
1/8 tsp. Cloves

1 egg
1 cup raisins
1/2 tsp. Baking soda
2 1/2 cups flour

Heat honey and butter just until butter
melts. While still warm, add spices, and
when cool add beaten eggs, raisins, soda,
and flour to make a dough which will hold its
shape. Drop by teaspoonfuls on greased
cookie sheet.

Bake at 350 degrees until done (15-20 min-
utes).

* * *
CHOCOLATE BABKA

Ingredients
Dough
3 cups all purpose flour
Pinch of salt
3/4 cup sugar
1 cup butter
1/2 cup whole milk
1 package (about 2 1/4 teaspoons active dry
yeast)
3 eggs, separated
1 tsp. Ground cinnamon plus more for sprin-
kling (optional)

Filling
2 cups semisweet chocolate chips

1 cup walnuts (optional)

To make the dough in the bowl of food
processor fitted with the metal blade.
Combine the flour, salt, and 3 heaping table-
spoons of the sugar. Pulse to blend. Add but-
ter to the flour mixture and pulse until
crumbly. 

In a small saucepan, heat the milk over low
heat until warm (no more than 110 degrees).
Stir 1 level tablespoon of the sugar and the
yeast. Allow to stand for 7 minutes, until bub-
bly and risen.
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Getting ready for Rosh Hashanah

Rosh Hashanah sweets for the apple of your eye

Contact Dale Yuel
our Director of Catering

at 694-2837
dale@thegatesonroblin.com

for more details.

By

FRANCINE TELLER

Continued on page 21. See “Sweets”.



By EDMON J. RODMAN
LOS ANGELES (JTA) – Here’s the buzz

about Rosh Hashanah: Beyond a congrega-
tion or family, it takes a hive to have a holi-
day. You may have your tickets, new dress or
suit and High Holidays app, but without the
honey in which to dip a slice of apple, where
would you be?

We wish each other “Shanah tovah umetu-
ka,” “Have a good and sweet New Year.” To
further sweeten the calendar change we eat
honey cake – even Martha Stewart has a
recipe – and teiglach, little twisted balls of
dough boiled in honey syrup.

Little do we realize that to fill a jar or
squeeze bottle containing two cups of the
sticky, golden stuff, a hive of honeybees must
visit 5 million flowers.

For most of us, the honey seems a somehow
natural byproduct of the cute, bear-shaped
squeeze bottle that we pick up at the store.
But for beekeeper Uri Laio, honey is like a gift
from heaven. His motto, “Honey and
Beeswax with Intention,” is on his website,
chassidicbeekeeper.com <http://chas-
sidicbeekeeper.com> .

“Everyone takes honey for granted; I did,”
says Laio, who is affiliated with Chabad and
attended yeshiva in Jerusalem and
Morristown, N.J. 

Not wanting to take my holiday honey for
granted anymore, I suited up along with him
in a white cotton bee suit and hood to visit
the hives he keeps near the large garden area
of the Highland Hall Waldorf School, an 11-
acre campus in Northridge, Calif.

After three years of beekeeping – he also
leads sessions with the school’s students –
Laio has learned to appreciate that “thou-
sands of bees gave their entire lives to fill a jar
of honey.” In the summer, that’s five to six
weeks for an adult worker; in the winter it’s
longer. 

It’s been an appreciation gained through
experience – the throbbing kind.

“It’s dangerous. I’ve been stung a lot. It’s
part of the learning,” Laio says. “The first sum-
mer I thought I was going into anaphylactic
shock,” he adds, advising me to stay out of
the bees’ flight path to the hive’s entrance. 

Drawing on his education, Laio puts a dab
of honey on his finger and holds it out. Soon
a bee lands and begins to feed.

“Have you ever been stung?” he asks.
“A couple of times,” I answer, as Laio uses a

hand-held bee smoker to puff in some white
smoke to “calm the hive.” After waiting a few

minutes for the smoke to take effect, and with
me watching wide-eyed, he carefully pries off
the hive’s wooden lid.

Half expecting to see an angry swarm of
bees come flying out like in a horror flick, I
step back.

“They seem calm,” says Laio, bending
down to listen to the buzz level coming from
the hive. “Some days the humming sounds
almost like song.”

The rectangular stack of boxes, called a
Langstroth Hive, allows the bee colony – esti-
mated by Laio to be 50,000 – to efficiently
build the waxy cells of honeycomb into ver-
tical frames.

As he inspects the frames, each still holding
sedated bees, he finds few capped cells of
honey. The bees have a way to go if Laio is
going to be able to put up a small number of
jars for sale, as he did last year for Rosh
Hashanah.

According to Laio, hives can be attacked by
ants, mites, moths and a disease called bee
colony collapse disorder that has been deci-
mating hives increasingly over the last 10
years.

Pesticides contribute to the disorder as well
as genetically modified plants, he says.

Underscoring the importance that bees
have in our lives beyond the Days of Awe,
Laio calculates that “one out of every three
bits of food you eat is a result of honeybee
pollination.”

Laio practices backwards or treatment-free
beekeeping; so called because he relies on
observation and natural practices and forgoes
pesticides or chemicals in his beekeeping.

The resulting wildflower honey – Laio
hands me a jar to try – is sweet, flavorful and

thick, tastier than
any honey from the
store.

“Honey is a super-
food. And it heals
better than
Neosporin,” Laio
claims. “In Europe
there are bandages
impregnated with
honey.”

He says it takes a
certain type of char-
acter to be a bee-
keeper.

“You need to have
patience. Be deter-
mined. Learn your
limitations. Be calm
in stressful situa-
tions,” he says. 

“People are fasci-
nated with it. I can’t
tell you how many

Shabbos table meals have been filled with
people asking me about bees.” 

On the Sabbath, Laio likes to sip on a mint
iced tea sweetened with his honey – his only
sweetener, he says.

“In the Talmud, honey is considered to be
one-sixtieth of manna,” says Laio, referring to
the “bread” that fell from the sky for 40 years
while the Israelites wandered in the desert.
“The blessing for manna ended with ‘Min
hashamayim,’ ‘from the heavens,’ and not
‘min haaretz,’ ‘from the earth.’ “

With the honey-manna connection in
mind, especially at the Jewish New Year, Laio
finds that “all the sweetness, whatever form it
is in, comes straight from God.”

(Edmon J. Rodman is a JTA columnist who
writes on Jewish life from Los Angeles.
Contact him at edmojace@gmail.com.)
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Getting ready for Rosh Hashanah

Going to the source of Rosh Hashanah sweetness

Add the egg yolks and yeast mix-
ture to the flour mixture. Pulse sev-
eral times scraping down the bowl
once or twice, until a ball is formed.
Remove the dough and place in a

large bowl. Cover with a clean towel and refrigerate overnight.
Grease two 8 1/2 by 4 1/2 inch loaf pans. Flour a work surface and

a rolling pin.
To assemble the babkas, in a stand mixer fitted with the whisk,

beat the egg whites
until soft peaks form. One tablespoon at a time, add the remain-

ing 1/2 cup sugar, then the 1 teaspoon cinnamon. Beat until the
whites form firm peaks.

Divide the dough in half. Keep one half refrigerated while work-
ing with the other. For each half, knead the dough a few times. Roll
out on a floured surface to an approximately 22 by 18 inch rectan-
gle. It will be thin. Cover the surface with the egg mixture and then
place chocolate chips and walnuts.

Roll up like a jelly roll and place onto parchment covered cookie
sheets. Brush with a beaten egg. Bake at 350 until golden brown
about 30 minutes.

Happy eating.

Sweets
Continued from page 20.

& LOUNGE
789 Portage Ave.

772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
The Finest in

Authentic Italian Food
Since 1978

We can cater your
Home or Office

Parties

Join us for dinner
 before Rainbow Stage...

Our Leila Ave. location is just a 2
minute drive from Kildonan Park

Sinclair

Le
ila

Paradise Restaurant
662 Leila Ave.

Main St.
Kildonan
Park



Kerry: Netanyahu 'upfront' about settlement construction
(JTA) – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was "completely upfront" about

announcing new settlement construction during peace negotiations, U.S. Secretary
of State John Kerry said.

Kerry told reporters in Brazil on Tuesday that Netanyahu told both him and
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas that he would be announcing "some
additional building that would take place in places that will not affect the peace
map, that will not have any impact on the capacity to have a peace agreement."

"That means that it is building within the so-called blocs in areas that many people
make a presumption – obviously not some Palestinians or others – will be part of
Israel in the future. He has specifically agreed not to disturb what might be the poten-

tial for peace going forward," Kerry said.
Talks between the Israelis and

Palestinians reportedly got underway
Wednesday at an undisclosed location in
Jerusalem under a media blackout.

In Brazil, in answer to a reporter's ques-
tion, Kerry said he had spoken on Tuesday
with Netanyahu in what he called "a very
frank and open, direct discussion about the
question of settlements." 

He added, "The policy of the United
States of America with respect to all settle-
ments is that they are illegitimate, and we
oppose settlements taking place at any
time, not just the time of the peace
process."

The United States believes "it would be
better not to be" announcing new settle-
ment construction, Kerry said, "but there
are realities within life in Israel that also
have to be taken into account here going
forward. President Abbas understood that
coming into these talks."

By TALIA LEVIN
NEW YORK (JTA) – When the world’s first

lab-grown burger was introduced and taste-
tested on Monday, the event seemed full of
promise for environmentalists, animal lovers
and vegetarians. 

Another group that had good reason to be
excited? Kosher consumers. 

The burger was created by harvesting stem
cells from a portion of cow shoulder muscle

that were multiplied
in petri dishes to
form tiny strips of
muscle fiber. About
20,000 of the strips
were needed to cre-

ate the five-
o u n c e
b u r g e r ,
which was
f i n a n c e d
partially by
G o o g l e
f o u n d e r
Sergey Brin
a n d
unveiled by
Mark Post
of Maas-
tricht Uni-
versity in
the Nether-
lands. 

P E T A
hailed the
event as a
“first step”

toward humanely producing meat prod-
ucts. A University of Amsterdam study
shows that lab-grown meat could signifi-
cantly reduce the environmental impact
of beef production. 

For kosher-observant Jews, the “cul-
tured” burgers could open the door to
radical dietary changes – namely, the
birth of the kosher cheeseburger. 

That’s because meat produced through
this process could be considered parve –
neither meat nor dairy – according to
Rabbi Menachem Genack, CEO of the
Orthodox Union’s kosher division. Thus
under traditional Jewish law, the burger
could be paired with dairy products. 

Several key conditions would have to be
met to create kosher, parve cultured beef. The tissue samples would
have to come from an animal that had been slaughtered according to
kosher rules, not from a biopsy from a live animal, Genack said. 

The principle underlying this theory is much like the status of gelatin
in Jewish law: Though it is derived from an animal, it is not meat (the
OU certifies some bovine-derived gelatin as parve). 

Genack noted another source for viewing cultured meat as parve: a
19th century Vilna-born scholar known as the Heshek Shlomo wrote
that the meat of an animal conjured up in a magical incantation could
be considered parve. It may not be too much of a stretch, then, to
apply the same logic to modern genetic wizardry. 

But kosher chefs aren’t heating up the parve griddles just yet. 
The lab-born burger, which cost $325,000 and took two years to

make, is still a long way from market viability, kosher or otherwise. If
mass produced, it could still cost $30 per pound, researchers said. 

“I’ll believe it when I see it,” said Jeff Nathan, the executive chef at
Abigael’s on Broadway, a kosher restaurant in Manhattan. “Until it’s in
my hands and I can touch it, smell it and taste it, I don’t believe it.” 

Even if cultured beef became commonplace, consumers still might
not be interested, said Elie Rosenfeld, a spokesman for Empire Kosher,
the nation’s largest kosher poultry producer. 

“Parve burgers made of tofu and vegetables have been on the mar-
ket for years,” Rosenfeld said. “But customers are still looking for the
real deal, a product that’s wholesome and genuine.” 

Nevertheless, Nathan sounded an enthusiastic note about the poten-
tial for parve meat. 

“I’m all for experimentation and science,” he said. “Let’s see what it
tastes like!” 
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Gabor and the Staff at A Flower Affair 

wish all our friends and customers a 

Happy and Healthy New Year 

 
www.afloweraffair.net 

 

in the Sept. 4 issuein the Sept. 4 issue

2013 5774
SEND NEW YEAR GREETINGS

TO YOUR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES
THROUGH THE PAGES OF

2 greeting sizes:

Call 204-694-3332
to place your greeting

Greeting #1
- $27.00

(includes G.S.T.)

Greeting #2 - $32.00
(includes G.S.T.)

Tom and Sherry Aarons,
Jeremy and Rebecca,
wish all their friends

& relatives a
Healthy and

Happy New Year

123 Elm St.

Tom and Sherry Aarons,
Jeremy and Rebecca,

wish all their friends & relatives a
Healthy and Happy New year

123 Elm St.

Has the era of the kosher cheeseburger arrived? 

Professor Mark Post of Maastricht University
with the word’s first test-tube hamburger



Women of the Wall, shielded
by police, raises Torah scroll 

and blows shofar
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Women of the Wall

blew a shofar at the back of the Western
Wall Plaza and raised a Torah scroll at the
plaza’s gate under a heavy police barri-
cade. 

The police shielded
the the estimated 300
women and their
male supporters on
Aug. 7 at the back of
the plaza, facing the
wall but distant from
it, during Women of
the Wall’s monthly
Rosh Chodesh ser-
vice. 

As many as six lay-
ers of fencing, a 15-
foot buffer zone and
two lines of police
separated the group
from a crowd of most-
ly haredi Orthodox
protesters who blew
whistles, screamed
and chanted insults.
In the men’s section of
the plaza, a man
chanted prayers and
psalms into a mega-
phone, disrupting the
women’s monthly
Rosh Chodesh ser-
vice. 

As in recent months,
thousands of mostly
haredi Orthodox girls
and young women
packed the plaza
adjacent to the wall
and prayed quietly
during the morning. 

Women of the Wall
has not been allowed
to bring a Torah scroll
into their monthly ser-
vice, but before enter-
ing the plaza, the
group sang together
as one woman held a
scroll aloft at the
plaza’s gate. 

TORONTO (JTA) – Toronto
police launched a hate
crimes investigation into
comments made by a
Palestinian community leader
who called for the murder of
Israelis. 

“We have received a com-
plaint with regards to things
said at the Al-Quds Day rally.
There is an investigation
ongoing,” Toronto police
spokeswoman Wendy
Drummond told the
Canadian Jewish News. 

Addressing an Al-Quds Day rally on Aug.
3, Elias Hazineh, former president of
Palestine House in suburban Toronto, said
“an ultimatum” must be issued to Israelis:
“You have to leave Jerusalem. You have to
leave Palestine,” he said. 

“We say get out or you’re dead! We give
them two minutes and then we start shoot-
ing. And that’s the only way that they will
understand,” Hazineh said to cheers from a

crowd of approximately
400 at the annual rally. 

His remarks were cap-
tured on video and posted
to several blogs and web-
sites, including YouTube.
Both the Centre for Israel
and Jewish Affairs and
B’nai Brith Canada sent
the video to police for
investigation as a possible
violation of the Canadian
Criminal Code’s hate
crimes provisions.
Hazineh later said his

comments were not meant to be taken liter-
ally. 

Hazineh, noting he is Christian, told The
Jerusalem Post that he disagreed with rec-
ognizing Israel as a Jewish state because no
country should be inherently religious. 

A global Al-Quds Day was started by the
late Iranian cleric Ayatollah Khomeini to
press for the “liberation” of Al-Quds, the
Arabic name for Jerusalem. 
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Police launch hate crimes probe of Toronto Palestinian leader

ELIAS HAZINEH

Israel asks Congress to be
included in sequester cuts
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Israel has asked

Congress not to exempt it from aid cuts
under the sequestration. 

Budget sequestration, a law passed in
2011 and triggered in March of this year
when Congress and the administration
failed to agree on a budget, mandates
across-the-board cuts of about 8 percent.
Israel has requested that any budget cuts
apply equally to the defense assistance it
receives annually from the U.S. govern-
ment. 

“The Israeli position is, as I understand
it, we don’t want to be in the position if
there is a percentage reduction that we
will not be affected in the same way,”
Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md.), the minority
whip in the U.S. House of
Representatives, told JTA in an interview
Aug. 8 from Israel, where he is leading a
delegation. “At the same time that we’re
reducing expenditures, others might say
we’re being hurt, Israel is being treated
differently.” 

Michael Oren, the Israel ambassador to
Washington, confirmed the request. 

“The American people are bearing the
burden of sequestration and we will bear
that burden with them,” he said in a state-
ment to JTA. 

In the coming fiscal year, Israel is due to
receive $3.1 billion in defense assistance
with an additional $607 million for its
Iron Dome anti-missile system, which
Israel says was instrumental in repelling
rocket attacks from the Gaza Strip during
last November’s war. Also potentially
affected would be more than $450 mil-
lion in American contributions to joint
U.S.-Israel anti-missile programs. 

Hoyer said he did not know which pro-
grams would be cut and by how much,
noting that debate over the budget would
begin in earnest after the August recess.
Hoyer said the sequester was adversely
affecting the U.S. defense posture. 

“It’s going to have adverse effects not
only on Iron Dome but on America’s own
national defense investments,” he said. 



Mission accom-
plished! The 19th
Maccabiah Games
have come and gone
(July 17-30), but for
Manitoba participants
and planners, it was a
long journey that
began back on
November 15 of

2010, when a mission statement of substance
was delivered to a small gathering of loyal
supporters in the Multi-Purpose Room at the
Rady Centre. 

That was the evening Maccabi Canada
president Tommy Bacher, along with execu-
tive director Stuart Lewis, and fundraiser
Richard Paulin were all introduced to us by
Alan Greenberg, who had just been named to
the Maccabiah Canada Board of Directors
and the new chair for Manitoba. 

President Bacher cut to the chase quickly

by explaining the purpose of his cross-
Canada sweep which, he said, was designed
to attract some of our local athletes, volun-
teers and fundraisers. His mission statement
was clear.

In short, it was  to reach out to Jewish youth
across the country and provide them the
opportunity to strengthen their ties to their
Jewish heritage and ideals and to build a
bond between young Jewish athletes and the
State of Israel and Jewish communities world-
wide. Did the trio accomplish their goals?
Canada sent the third-largest delegation to
the games behind only Israel and the US.

Perhaps the most common observation by
the Jewish athletes who travelled to the Holy
Land, both past and preent, has been that
their experiences were “life altering.” 

Israel won the most medals (411,) including
150 gold, 135 silver, and 123 bronze. 

Not surprising in that they had the most par-
ticipants at 3,000 and enjoyed the distinct
sporting advantage of being the host country
and performed their magic before friendly
crowds of supporters and a familiar climate. 

Not to overstate the case in that the Israeli
fans were most welcoming and grateful to all
their lantzmen who had travelled thousands
of miles and helped make the event a roaring
success. A total of about 9,000 from 78 dif-
ferent countries were represented and partic-
ipated in 42 sports. Paralympics events over
10 days were also held. 

The US had a delegation of about 1,200
and finished second with (196) medals,
including 77 gold, 60 silver, and 59 bronze. 

Third place finishers were the Canadian
athletes who brought home (70) medals,
including 22 gold. Australia and South Africa
rounded out the top five countries with the
highest medal counts.

Here’s a rundown of how Manitobans fared
in the games:

On the softball diamond, the Canadian
women’s open team won a silver meda,l los-
ing 4-0 to the US in the championship game.
Our AMANDA GREENBERG, a resident of
West Kildonan was the pitcher of record.
Unfortunately she suffered a stress fracture in
her pitching arm and was pulled from the
game. Well known in these parts, in 2009 at
the Midget level she was named “Top Female
Player” by Softball Manitoba. CORI
ODWAK, a science student at the U of M,
also played with the team in Tel Aviv. 

The open men’s softball team lost to the US
in the gold medal game 6-2, while the men’s

master’s squad
defeated the US 7-6.
DAVID GOLDSTEIN
had a pair of hits
and MURRAY
MARGOLIS struck
out seven batters in
three innings of
relief.

Local swimmer
ALEX SHOGOLEV
won a bronze medal
while two more
medals were earned
in relay events.

CALEB RUTNER: I
was unable to learn
how well this
wrestling phenom
performed in Israel
due to his travelling
to Sofia, Bulgaria to
compete in the
World Junior

Championships. The tournament runs from
August 13-18th. 

AARON PFEFFER: This first class wrestler
attended the Games in 2005 and won a
bronze. This time around, in his second try,
I’m told he “didn’t medal.” 

Then there was hockey in both the Junior
and Open categories. According to Bacher,
“The gold medal hockey games in Metulla
were particularly memorable, as friends and
fans crowded the Canada Centre rink.” The
arena was packed with close to a thousand
people watching. 

Our ZACH ODWAK, Cori’s brother, was
part of the Canadian Junior hockey team that
won the gold medal with a 3-2 victory over
the US. Parents Harry and Lisa were present
to enjoy the outcome. 

In the Open Final, Canada defeated the US
7-1. Zach Hyman, 21, coming off an undis-
closed injury for the championship game,
fired the hat trick to lead the attack. The
Toronto native was a round five selection,
123rd (overall) by the Florida Panthers in the
2010 NHL Draft. The 6’2” and 195 lb. for-
ward played three years of junior with the
Hamilton Red Wings where, in his draft year
he had 42 goals and 60 assists in only 43
games. The last two years he has played at the
University of Michigan. 
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A good time was had by all; the athletes all had a ball
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Continued on page 25. See “Harvey Rosen”.
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LAUREN YUSIM, who was on the Canadian
women’s open basketball team posing with
NY Knicks basketball star Amaré
Stoudemaire, who was an assistant coach on
the Canadian men’s basketball team.
Stoudemaire says he has ”Hebrew roots”.
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A d a m
Henrich and
Daniel Erlich
led the scor-

ers in round-robin play. The former managed
seven goals and nine assists in five games
and the latter five goals and seven helpers in
five. Henrich, now 29, once deemed a legit-
imate prospect, after being a second round
pick by Tampa Bay (60th overall) has spent
much of his career in the AHL, ECHL, and in
Europe. He never played a game in the NHL.
A broth of a lad, he is 6’4” and 225 lbs.
Erlich, 22, is only 5’6” and 150 lbs. and
spent last season playing collegiate hockey at
the U of Western Ontario (4 goals and 26
assists in 27 games).

Israel, obviously, has a way to go at this
level in the hockey department. In the round
robin They were trounced 14-0 by the US
and  15-0 by Canada. The team from Ukraine
defeated Israel 14-3. The Ukraine’s feature
player was former NHL defenceman Alexei
Zhitnik, 40, who played 1,085 games under
the big top and twice made the All Star team. 

And so it went. If anyone has an update
they’d like to contribute or a correction; by all
means e-mail me at: harv360@shaw.ca 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a for-
mer school teacher, and covers football and
hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast

News.
Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send

news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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We are seniors
Chapter no. 45

I am writing this
chapter during the
week in July that the
Winnipeg Fringe
Festival came to
Winnipeg! We
haven’t been attend-
ing the festival as

regularly as we have in the distant past,
because of the challenge of getting tickets,
finding parking spaces, a good theatre, and
line ups But this year was different. Our
friends, Arnold and Sandra Rice recommend-
ed a couple of plays that were in the must-see
category. One was titled “Jake’s Gift”, which
was being presented by Juno Productions on
July 24th at the PTE Mainstage. It was the
story of a World War II veteran who returns to
Juno Beach on the west coast of France on the
60th Anniversary of “D” day, in June 2004! It
was written, and marvellously performed by
Julia Mackey and directed by Dirk Van
Stralen. Mackey received a five-minute stand-
ing ovation for her performance as Jake, the
old veteran who befriends a young French girl
as he visits the beach where so many of his
friends, and an older brother died fighting
Hitler’s forces!

Why is this so much important to my wife
Nora and myself? Because we were acciden-
tally on Juno Beach for the 40th anniversary
of D Day! And we experienced what Julia
Mackey did, by viewing the graves of 5,400
Canadian soldiers who are buried there. It
was a very moving experience! Their average
age was just 19! 

Our itinerary that year included a visit to
Normandy and the graveyards of the veterans
who died in World Wars I and II. We didn’t
plan to be there for the 40th anniversary - it
just was a coincidence!

When we visited Juno Beach we noticed a
home on the edge of the beach. My wife
wore a maple leaf broach, signifying we were
Canadians. A woman came out of her house
and greeted us warmly when she recognized
the maple leaves. As we strolled through the
various grave sites looking for a Magen
David, we located one that had the inscrip-

tion Yude Brownstone. I took a picture of it
and showed it to Yude Henteleff in Winnipeg
and it turned out to be relative of his. Another
coincidence!

As we were waiting to see the play Julia
Mackey came up as I was sitting down, wait-
ing for the play to start, and offered us front
row seats for her performance. I guess I must
have looked to be the right vintage. 

Her rendition of the little 10-year-old
French girl, Isabelle, was absolutely priceless!

Why would I bore you with all these
details? It’s to remind you that we owe a debt
of gratitude to the many Canadians who laid
down their lives in the many wars in which
Canada played its part so that the rest of us
could enjoy the freedom that they provided
for us.

Here is a poem that I would like to share
with you for those who have lost someone
dear:

“You can shed tears that he has gone, and
pray that he will come back

Or you can open your eyes, and see all that
he has left.”

“Your heart can be
empty, because you
can’t see him

Or it can be full of
the love you shared”

“You can turn your
back on tomorrow,
and live yesterday

“You can remem-
ber him and only
that he is gone

Or you can cherish
his memory and let it
live on.”

“You can and close
your mind, or be
empty and sad and
turn your back.”

“Or you could do
what he would want,
Smile, LOVE and go
on.”

By

HARRY WARREN
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Brother and sister ZACK and CORI
ODWAK. Zack was on the gold-medal win-
ning Canadian junior hockey team while
Cori was on the silver-medal winning junior
softball team.
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Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

SHEPPY ISENSTEIN

would like to extend our heartfelt thanks

for all the charitable donations and expressions

of sympathy in Sheppy’s memory

Hannah (Anne), Norman,

Irwin Isenstein and family

SADIE MOSS
It is with deepest sor-

row we announce the
passing of our mother,
grandmother and great-
grandmother Sadie Moss
at the Simkin Centre on
Tuesday, July 23, 2013.

She was was born in
Winnipeg in 1915 and
passed away at the age of
97. She was predeceased
by her husband Irvine as
well as her sister Gerrie,

and her two brothers, Bill and Boomie. She leaves to
mourn: Her three children - Barbara Bercovich (Syd-
ney), Sandra Slotin (Arnold), and Arnie Moss (Lillian);
her grandchildren - Michele (Marshall), Haley, Tracy
(Amit), Geoffrey (Michelle), Aaron, and Marly; and
her great-grandchildren - Jacob, Matthew, and Morgan.

She was a long time member of Stay Young, and an
avid Bridge, and Mah Jong player. She also partici-
pated in Tai Chi. She worked in retail and modelling
but her primary focus was her three devoted children.
During her later years she struggled with health issues
but was never alone. Sadie always had a smile for
everyone.

With heartfelt thanks to the staff of Weinberg 2 at the
Simkin Centre and her special companions who treated
Sadie with kindness and dignity. We were truly blessed
to have had Sadie with us for 97 great years. “She
changed the lives of many people.”

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to The
Human Rights Museum.

IRMA RACHEL PENN
(Irmgard Aganetha)

1945-2013
 On July 30, 2013 Irma

Penn, passed away. She
was predeceased by her
husband Marvin (April
2001); her parents-in-
law, Anna and Joseph
Penn, and her parents,
Anna and H. H. Epp. Irma
is survived by sister-in-
law Lil Noble, nephew
Barry, niece Lisa and
many other nephews,
nieces, cousins and many
close friends, whom she
adored and admired.

Born in Steinbach,
Manitoba on August 20, 1945, Irma attended high
school and after working in Manitoba a few years,
attended and graduated from Mount Royal College in
Calgary. She worked at the Privy Council in Ottawa
and the United Nations in New York. Upon her return
to Winnipeg she taught accounting, shorthand and
penmanship at Success College. Shortly after meeting
her husband, Marvin, she became the office manager
and broker of Penn Agencies and later Hilton Realty
Ltd.

Irma participated in many volunteer organizations.
She was a life member of Hadassah-WIZO, and Jewish
Women International. She was president of the Winni-
peg Lionelles when Lions Place and Lions Gate were
officially opened. She volunteered at Deer Lodge Hos-
pital in the area of speech therapy, and the women’s
shelter Alpha House. She was active with the Jewish
National Fund board, holding the Education Chair for
several years and also sat on the Board of Governors.
She was the past president of Jewish Women Interna-
tional, Nadir Chapter who awarded her the “Commu-
nity Service Award” for outstanding community serv-
ice in 1998. She was awarded top national community
service recognition and was presented with the “Vol-
unteer of the Year Award” by the JWI National Office
in 1998. She enjoyed her volunteer work with Abe
Amold on the Jewish Historical Newsletter in the
1990’s.

Irma completed her Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree at
the University of Manitoba in painting, sculpture and
printmaking in 1980. She completed her Education
Degree in Science and Fine Arts in 1981 and completed
her Masters of Education Degree in 1987 in Instruc-
tional Design and Evaluation at the U of M. She was
employed at the U. of M. for several years designing
educational software which was used in schools across
Canada.

She was familiar with and worked on all types of
computers.

She graduated in journalism in l997. As a free lance
writer many of her articles were published in Canadian
and American journals. Irma loved travelling and vis-
iting Israel. She enjoyed designing her own crochet
patterns, some of which were published and some of
her creative designs won Red Ribbons at the Red River

RUTH BERGMAN
Passed away, at age 100, on Monday, July 29, 2013

at the Sharon Home.
Beloved mother of Lil (Ben) Hirt, Eph (Barb)

Bergman and Dorothy Bergman. Grandchildren Kim
Hirt & Jerry Rubin, Sheryl (Brent) Wolfe and Sandra
(Shawn) Pasaluiko. Great grandchildren Rachel &
Bina Rubin, Ilana, Sarah & Eva Wolfe, and Zachary &
Brianna Pasaluiko. She is also survived by her brother
Morris Zuckerman. She was predeceased by her hus-
band Rachmiel, her son Joe, her parents, Chana &
Shlomo Zuckerman, her sisters, Lily (Ben) Malt, Jean
(Victor) Putter, her brother Jack (Annita) Zuckerman
and her sister-in-law Rennie Zuckerman.

Mom was born in Poland on January 8, 1913 and
emigrated to Canada. The family left on one of the last
boats out of Poland and arrived in Halifax the day war
was declared in Europe. The family settled in Hoffer,
Saskatchewan where her father worked as a shoichet
for the Jewish community. She married in late 1939
and lived on a farm until 1961. They spent the winter
of 1962 in Winnipeg and bought a grocery store where
they worked for the next 10 years. They retired in the
early 1970’s and enjoyed their family which had grown
to include grandchildren.

Mom was a friendly, devoted person who enjoyed
gardening, crocheting, playing cards, watching televi-
sion, cooking and baking. She had a beautiful singing
voice and enjoyed entertaining at the synagogue in
Hoffer. She liked nothing better than feeding her chil-
dren and grandchildren komish, honey cookies and
fruit cake when they visited. The family would like to
thank Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves for her most
eloquent eulogy. Thanks are also extended to her
companions, Anna Cohen and Mely Pili who were very
loving and devoted. The Sharon Home also deserves
accolades for their care and devotion during her stay
the past seven years.Funeral service were held graveside
at the Shaarey Zedek on Wednesday, July 31, 2013.
Pallbearers were Ben Hirt, Jerry Rubin, Brent Wolfe,
Howie & Jaimie Putter and Serril Gunn. Honorary pall
bearers were Louis Rubin, Michael Bergman & Shawn
Pasaluiko.

Ex. She started crocheting at the age of 5, and when in
her teens founded a crochet club, which continued over
25 years. Her love for photography was evidenced by
interesting, innovative photographs that she took. She
participated in learning how to develop film and nega-
tives. She was also very musical and loved singing in
the Yiddish Choir and playing the violin.

Irma was the first archivist of the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada, a position she loved and
continually advanced her knowledge of archival work.
She helped thousands of people world wide to find
information on their families and documented and
managed thousands of documents. She retired, after
her battle against cancer. The JHC named her Archivist
Emeritus.

She was artistically talented and loved to paint, draw
and sculpt. She had successful exhibits with a wide
variety of works and styles, including oils, acrylics,
photography, and computer art. She was asked to have
the first art show at the Asper Community Centre by a
living Canadian artist, held in 2002.

In 2009 Irma traveled to Israel to study to became a
scribe. She became one of the first women scribes in the
world. She was commissioned to work on the Wom-
en’s Torah Project Seattle, Washington. She also com-
pleted several Megillah Esther and a Megillah HaShoah.
She was the first Canadian woman to complete a torah
in Canada, named the Penn Torah, which was dedi-
cated at Temple Shalom on May 27, 2012.

Irma believed in giving back to the community. She
established several endowment funds including one at
the Jewish Foundation and Winnipeg Foundation.

She was a founding member of the Isbister Legacy
Society at the University of Manitoba and set up a fund
in support of an art student. She supported many
charitable organizations includmg Shalom Homes, the
JNF, the Canadian Museum for Human RIghts and
others.

Irma was a loving wife, daughter, daughter-in-law,
aunt and friend. She loved life and people. She will be
missed.

Funeral services were held August 2, 2013 at Temple
Shalom with interment at the Shaarey Zedek Memorial
Park.

A special thank you to Dr. Harris and Staff at Grace
Oncology, Doctors and Staff from the Palliative Care
Program, Home Care, Grace Hospice and Riverview
Health Centre.

Flowers are respectfully declined. Should friends
desire, contributions may be made to either of the funds
established at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba or
the University of Manitoba Isbister Legacy Society, or
a charity of their choice.
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MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

AUGUST 21

Unveiling

The family of the late

ALBERT

SEGAL
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, September 8, 2013
at 10:00 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling
The family of the late

RUTH STEEN
wishes to inform their

family and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, August 25, 2013
at 10:00 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling

The family of the late

BENNY

ROITELMAN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, September 8, 2013
at 10:30 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

In loving memory of

AL BLOOMFIELD
who passed away

September 17, 2011
19 days in Elul, 5771

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Faye,
children Lynn (Hymie) and
Kerry (Gail); grandsons Hart,
Evan, and Rory; family and
friends.

In Memoriam

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EDITH BRODSKY

who passed away
September 11, 1998

21 Days in Elul
— Always remembered by her
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. HENRY

FAINTUCH
who passed away

September 18, 2000
18 Days in Elul, 5760

Always inspiring
Always loving
Never forgotten

by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

COOKIE

(AMELIA)

ISENBERG
who passed away

September 25, 2005
21 Days in Elul

Mom you are always on our
minds and forever in our hearts.
— Love your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC

JESIERSKI
who passed away

September 19, 2008
19 Days in Elul

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DINA KAPLAN
who passed away

September 16, 1989
17 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother &

great-grandmother

MRS. MARY

ROSE KLEIMAN
who passed away
August 31, 1964
22 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL
KORMAN
who passed away
September 5, 1974

18 Days in Elul
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by his loving family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IZZY LANK
who passed away
August 28, 1961
16 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his sons and family.

In loving memory of

CARRIE

MASLOVE
who passed away
August 26, 1982

We will always cherish your
memory.
— Lovingly, your nieces,
nephews and their families.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISADORE (RED)

MATCHAN
who passed away
August 29, 1999
17 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Lil, children
and grandchildren.

14th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN

MITCHELL
who passed away

September 18, 1973
21 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and
always missed by Sandy, Alan,
and family.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HAROLD H.

MOSTOW
Oct. 4, 1925 - Sept. 21, 2003

Such a Mensch!
Alive in our hearts forever.
We love you and miss you
—  Your wife Lillian, children,
grandchildren, extended
family and friends.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ABIE

ROSENBERG
who passed away
September 6, 1998

16 Days in Elul
Absent from our lives
Forever in our hearts
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by Pearl,
Brenda, Michelle z’l, Cindy,
Naomi z’l and their families.

3rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERY

ROSENBLOOM
who passed away
August 27, 2010

17 Elul
Always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed by his wife
Sally, children: Morley, Mary
Ann, Judy and Mark.
Grandchildren: Tobi, Ben,
Dan, David, Erin, Naomi and
great-granddaughter, Anne.

In loving memory of our mother and father (Baba and Zaida)

— Forever living in our hearts. Sandi and David and families.

JANET SHAFFER
who passed away

September 21, 1991
14 Days in Tishrei

LOUIS SHAFFER
who passed away

September 14, 1984
17 Days in Elul

In Memoriam

The family of the late

MARTIN

HALPRIN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Friday, August 30, 2013
at 10:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JUDGE EDWIN

KIMELMAN
who passed away
September 2, 2007

Just as you were you will always stay
Loved and remembered every day
— Your loving wife Zel,
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of
HARRY

KNELMAN
who passed away
September 2, 1983

24 Days in Elul
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROCHEL DINAH

(RUTH)

LABOVITCH A”H
who passed away

23 Elul 5771
September 22, 2011

— Remembered always and
greatly missed, she will be in
our hearts forever.
   Her  husband Irvin ,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, sister
and family.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARVEY LEON

PFEFFER
who passed away

September 20, 1998
29 Days in Elul

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by wife Shelley,
children Daniel, Naomi,
Aaron & Leah, loving family
and friends.

8th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DANIEL

GUTKIN
who passed away

September 28, 2005
24th Day in Elul

Always in our thoughts, we deeply cherish the memories we have
of each of them.
— Forever Loved and Honoured in the Hearts and Lives of their
Children, Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren.

In loving memory of

DOROTHY

GUTKIN
who passed away
October 5, 2005

2nd Day in Tishrei

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID RUBIN
who passed away
September 3, 2010

24 Days in Elul
—Always remembered and
sadly missed by brother
Harold, sister-in-law Sandra,
sister Lillian and brother-in-
law Jordan Cohen and
families.

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MORRIS
SCHEIMAN

who passed away
September 22, 1995

27 Days in Elul, 5756
— Always in our hearts and
forever loved by his daughters
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

7th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL WISE
who passed away

September 18, 2006
26 days in Elul

— Truly loved and deeply
missed by wife Marion;
children Elaine and Francine;
grandsons Nathan, David,
Jonathan, and Joshua; and
family.

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

AUGUST 28

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX ZAMICK
who passed away
August 28, 1983

The passage of twenty-nine
years is but a twinkle in time.
Cherished memories are
eternal.
With love always - wife Clara,
daughters Fern (Alex) &
Sandra (Rob) & grandson
Matthew.

In Memoriam

29th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IRVING
BRICKER
who passed away

September 26, 1984
29 Days in Elul

There was no time to say goodbye,
The day you went away,
You left us so suddenly,
Twenty-nine years ago today,
Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
For what it means to lose you,
No one will ever know,
Nothing can be more beautiful,
Than memories we have of you,
To us you're somone special,
and God must have thought so too.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARAH BURKE
who passed away

September 16, 1974
29 Days in Elul, 5734

Loving memories will never die,
As years roll on and days go by.
Deep in our hearts a memory is
kept
Of our dear one we lost and
will never forget.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In memory of

HOWARD PAUL

GOLDBERG
who passed away

September 11, 1993
25 days in Elul

They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory

of my dad

HARVEY LEON

PFEFFER
Some people come into our
lives and quickly go.
Others stay for a while, leave
footprints on our hearts and
we are never the same.
— Naomi

In Memoriam

DR. SIDNEY

BLUMENTHAL
13th Elul, 5738

He was a beloved man.
—Always remembered by
Rochelle, Susan, Heather,
Brian and Jennifer, extended
family and friends.

In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ASHER
ROSENBERG

who passed away
September 19, 1989

19 Days in Elul
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Sybil,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY STERN
who passed away
August 23, 2004
6 Days in Elul

— Always and forever loved
and remembered by his wife
Hilda, children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and many friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DON

GLIMCHER
who passed away
August 28, 2012
10 days in Elul

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife, sons,
daughter-in-law, and
granddaughter.
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Synagogue service

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, Aug. 23 Candle Lighting: 8:12.

Mincha: 8:10. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 8:10.
Shabbat ends: 9:10.

Sunday Morning service: 9:00.
Morning services: 8:00.
Mincha/maariv service for week of Aug. 25-

29: 8:05.
Friday,August 30 Candle Lighting: 7:58.

Mincha: 7:55. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 7:55.
Shabbat ends: 8:55.

Selichot August 31 at midnight.
Mincha/Maariv for Sept. 1-3: 7:45.
Erev Rosh Hashonah Wednesday, August 4 at

7:45. Candle lighting at 7:47.
Morning services Thursday, Sept. 5 and

Friday, Sept. 6 begin at 8:30.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner

of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We
welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyan-
im.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue

Friday, August 23 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m.,
candle lighting 8:12 p.m.

Saturday, August 24 - Ki Tavo - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon ser-
vice 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 9:10 p.m. 

Sunday, August 25 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, August 26-Thursday, August 29 - morning service

7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, August 30 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening

service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 7:58 p.m.
Saturday, August 31 - Nitzavim-Vayleilech - morning ser-

vice 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends
8:55 p.m. Selichot program 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 1 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, September 2 - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 3 - morning
service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Wednesday,
September 4, Erev Rosh Hashanah - morning service 7:30
a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Candle lighting 7:47 p.m.
Thursday, September 5, Rosh Hashanah Day 1 - morning
service 8:30 a.m. Shofar service 10:15 a.m. Mincha after
service. Candle lighting after 8:39 p.m. 

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711;

www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, August 23 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening

Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle
Lighting 8:15 p.m.

Shabbat, August 24 – Parashat Ki Tavo - Morning Service
9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:13 p.m.

Friday, August 30 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening
Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle
Lighting 8:00 p.m.

Shabbat, August 31 – Parashat Nitzavim–Vayelech -
Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.;
Havdallah 8:58 p.m.; Selichot Program and Service 9:00
p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.;
Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00 a.m.

Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.;
Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.

For program and event information, please check our
website or call the synagogue office.

HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WINNIPEG BEACH
In their new, expanded synagogue building located at

Camp Massad. Services every Saturday morning only, com-
mencing at 9:30 a.m. with Kiddush following. You are invit-
ed to join us and enjoy a traditional egalitarian Shabbat
Service.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is

welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our vibrant community in
River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet
Avenue).

Parshat - Ki Tavo August 23 - 24 – Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00
p.m., Shacharit 9:30 a.m., Minchah, 8:00 p.m., Shabbat
Ends 9:11 p.m.

Parshat – Nitzavim - Vayelech Aug 30 - 31 - Kabbalat
Shabbat 7:00 p.m., Shacharit 9:30 a.m., Minchah, 7:45
p.m., Shabbat Ends 8:56 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from

the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of
Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom
Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and
Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, August 23 at 8:12 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat

Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - KI TAVO.

Mincha Service at 8:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:10 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 8:00 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, August 30 at 7:58 p.m. Mincha.Kabbalat

Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - NITZAVIM -

VAYELECH. Mincha Service at 8:00 p.m. Shabbat ends at 8:55 p.m. SELI-
CHOT service at Midnight led by Dr. Michael Eskin.

Wednesday, September 4, Erev Rosh Hashanah: Candle Lighting Time at
7:47 p.m, Mincha at 7:45 p.m.

Thursday, September 5 , First Day Rosh Hashanah: Shacharit services at
8:30 a.m. Mincha at 7:45 p.m. Tashlich prior to Mincha. Candle Lighting
Time after 8:39 p.m

Friday, September 6, Second Day Rosh Hashanah: Shacharit Service at
8:30 a.m. Candle Lighting Time at 7:43 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at
7:45 p.m

Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to
attend. 

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant

Avenue, will be holding: Friday, August 23 - Shabbat Service lay led by Sid
Chapnick and Fern Swedlove.

All Friday night Shabbat services begin at 6:15 p.m.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDDIE

SHINDLEMAN
who passed away

September 19, 1998
28 Days in Elul, 5758

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
husband, father and

grandfather

ASCHER (RICK)

SOLOMON
who passed away

September 20, 2003
23 Days in Elul

We miss you more and more
each day
The pain in our heart is hard to
heal but for all the beautiful
memories and love you gave
us, you will be with us forever.
— Your wife Rica, son Noel
(Andie), Rachel Alexa and Eli,
daughter Carole (David), Hart
and Matthew.

In loving memory of our beloved
husband, father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

SIMON

BERENHAUT
who passed away

September 24, 2000
24 Days in Elul

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Lisa,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

A S P H A L T  R E PA I R

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Voice & Theory Studio
Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

F & J Ceramic Tile

• Professional Tile
Installation

• Exceptional Service
- Superior Results

• Residential &
Commercial

Ferdinant
Ph. (204) 295-1417

C E R A M I C  T I L E

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.
Balc., pool, heated undergrd.

parking, on bus route.
Contact

204-453-5178

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S TA T E

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post &

News

Call 204-694-3332

for information.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

In loving memory of

JOEL
MASLOVSKY

who passed away
September 25, 2008

25 Days in Elul
— Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren,
sisters and Val.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit



There are a few out-
standing imperatives in
this parsha: do not take
advantage of the orphan
or widow; do not strike a
person stealthily; have
fair weights and mea-
sures; and don’t move
your neighbour’s fence

to give you more land.
These mitzvot point to things people do that are

deceptive, selfish, and often rationalized because
great personal benefit can be derived. These
mitzvot instruct in favouring order over chaos;
the case for being an ethical, moral and legally
conscious person. They are common sense, but
our feelings can often fool us into thinking that if
we benefit, it isn’t as bad as we think. That is how people justify their
actions.

If we benefit from moving our neighbour’s fence, benefit from tin-
kering with scales, or derive satisfaction from talking about someone
behind their backs, and no one’s the wiser, it’s easier to shrug.

The Law is there, therefore, to make good and bad absolutely clear,
and to prevent people from reasoning themselves into, or out of, any-

thing. If you only act
based on your heart, after
all, you can justify any-
thing. 

Giving field tithes to the
Temple, as mentioned in
this parsha, is another
example of fighting the
urge to do only what is of
benefit to ourselves. If
there are delicious fruits
in your backyard, would-
n’t you want to keep them
all for yourself? Or at least
be selective about what
you might like to give out?
This mitzvah teaches us to

give of our best to share with others.
This parsha introduces the mitzvah of bikurim, the requirement to

bring one’s first fruits to the Temple. Once bikurim was complete, the
farmer had to formally and verbally express his gratitude for the boun-
ty God blessed him with.

There are two lessons:
a) It teaches us to fight our human impulses to hoard what we have.

How easy it would have been as a farmer to keep everything, believ-
ing that it was their hard work alone that yielded their crop, instead of
God’s rain, soil and sun. Bikurim reminds us that it is God’s hand that
brings us food, and since He is the primary source of giving us food,
He must be the primary source when we offer our gratitude.

b) Thanking God first through actions, and then through words, rein-
forces appreciation and acknowledgement. Words are extremely
powerful. The power of the Word indeed drives the narrative of the
Torah: beginning with creation “And God said it was Good,” to the
Brit Milah [Word Covenant] of Abraham, to the Aseret Dibur [Ten
Utterances] at Sinai. (Though a circumcision itself isn’t a verbal
covenant, the original covenant was sealed through a verbal promise
that Abraham’s descendants would be tremendous in number and be
given the Law.)

From Sinai, the Jews were not only charged with keeping the Law,
but to bring it with them to the Promised
Land. Later, as the Prophet Isaiah says, they
were tasked to be a “light unto the nations”
– from Israel onward, showing the rest of
the world the beauty and goodness of ethi-
cal living. In order to do that, however, the
Jews had to keep their own house clean.

Just before the culmination of the journey
to Israel, Moshe admonished the Jews
(once again) to observe the command-
ments.

By that point, the Jews already had a
lousy record of being faithful to God. They
broke so many of God’s Laws, rarely lis-
tened to their leaders and thought they
could outwit God.

In fact, the most unflattering picture of
Jews can be found in the Torah. 

No other holy text paints such a terrible
picture of the very people to whom it
preaches. 

How difficult a mission this was going to
be for the Jews – quite a wayward bunch –
to teach the world not to follow their
hearts, and follow an objective moral code. 

Perhaps that is one reason why in the
Shema prayer, one’s “heart” is a component
among many to guide our devotion to God.

“Love the Lord your God, with all your
heart, all your soul, and all your being.” 

On its own, the “heart” indeed is the
most untrustworthy organ in the human
body. 
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Weekly Torah reading

Parshat Ki Tavo - The heart is not so smart

If we benefit from moving our neighbour’s fence,
benefit from tinkering with scales, or derive satis-
faction from talking about someone behind their
backs, and no one’s the wiser, it’s easier to shrug.
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Community news
for a few people.

“Let’s hope that it’s more than a few people.
I’d love to go to the budget and allocations
committee next year with a healthy, healthy

increase to the campaign so that there could be some transformational pro-
gramming going on.”

JP&N: “I’d like to take a different tack. I’ve seen you at so many events –
and you seem to be having fun doing this – and you spread yourself so thin.
Do you have fun?”

Asper: “You know, where I get my energy from – in everything I do, is from
the people. So when I’ve got a 9 o’clock Monday morning meeting with
Elaine Goldstine and we’re going to go over our lists, it starts just when I walk
into the campus and seeing the diversity of people there and I talk to the secu-
rity guards and they tell you how they’ve been helped by all the various agen-
cies – like Grow Winnipeg, the initiative that got people to come here and
helped them get housing, helped them get jobs, got
their kids into subsidized programs. You know, you
get a boost just walking in though the door.

“Then you walk down the hall and you see the peo-
ple we call the “stretch and kvetch” – that thing in
one of the rooms where there’s programming for
seniors. It’s funny – no, it’s inspiring walking by there. 

“And then you walk into the Federation office and
you see people working on the PJ Library program
and all the Jewish engagement programs. And Elaine
Goldstine is a joy to work with. She’s very funny, she’s
always good humoured, and she’s got such great
common sense. Then you pass by Bob Freedman and he’s such a fount of
information that you come out thinking that I wish I could spend every day
this week doing nothing but Combined Jewish Appeal.

“I haven’t been that involved with the Jewish community for the past
decade because of the museum and I felt guilty about this, but I also felt a
void. I wanted to get re-engaged, so wow – what a fantastic opportunity – it’s
a tsunami of re-engagement really. 

“You know, it’s a delightful, delightful community, so what’s not to love –
but I do get my energy from the people.”

JP&N: “So, are you saying that you’re willing to become the permanent
chair of the campaign?”

Asper: “I’m saying that I’m never going to be disengaged from this cam-

paign again, and one of my passions, of course, is the “Leave More than
Memories” Fund. Part of the reason we start this campaign in the hole is we
have not successfully taken the time to meet with all the major donors and
get them to endow their gifts.

“I will be endowing my personal gift meaning that, if I drop dead tomor-
row, there would be no gap in the campaign, and I would have donated
enough money to the Jewish Foundation’s Leave More than Memories Fund
to throw off enough income so that my giving will continue in perpetuity.

“That’s what I’m going to do after I do the annual campaign. I’m going to
do 30 calls a year and we’re going to make sure that we endow those calls
because one of my major concerns is that a lot of our major donors – those
that give over $18,000 a year, are getting along in years and we need to
remember that and make sure that they endow their gift. That, to me, is one
of the most important things we can do in this campaign.”

JP&N: “That’s a great note to end this on.”
Asper: “One more thing – I am

really excited about the kickoff to this
campaign.”

JP&N: “With Rex Murphy?”
Asper: “Yes, with Rex Murphy.

Have you ever seen him?”
JP&N: “What do you mean? Live?”
Asper: “Live. Yah. Have you ever

seen him live?”
JP&N: “No, I’ve never seen him

live.”
Asper: “That’s what I thought and I got to see him at the Ottawa JNF dinner

where they were honouring John Baird last year, and I sat there, along with
several hundred other people, and I was transfixed by his eloquence, his
humour, his energy, his philosophy. I said: “Wow, we have to find a way –
some way, to bring Rex Murphy to Winnipeg.”

“We were looking for ways to have a very upbeat, an inspirational way
to have our kickoff this year – and I’m very excited about Rex agreeing to
come here and the Asper Foundation is going to sponsor him.

“We’re looking forward to the energy that he will bring and his passion
for Israel.”

JP&N: “Do you ever take a break?”
Asper: “I’m looking forward to a bit of a break next year. Yes, every year

I say that ‘next year we’ll take a break.’”

Gail Asper
Continued from page 3.

I haven’t been that involved with the
Jewish community for the past decade
because of the museum and I felt guilty
about this, but I also felt a void. I want-
ed to get re-engaged, so wow – what a
fantastic opportunity – it’s a tsunami of
re-engagement really. 
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