
By BERNIE 
BELLAN

It started with a
phone call to our
office Monday
morning, August

22. Call display said “private name private
caller”.

The person on the other end, whose voice I
couldn’t identify, told me that Elaine Stern,
longtime program director at the Gwen Secter
Centre, had been dismissed from her position.
This person also said that there had been some
rather nasty in-fighting taking place within the
centre’s board. I knew that Karen Grant had
resigned as president, but I was also told that
Rae Margolis had resigned as vice-president. I
was also told that executive director Marilyn
Regiec’s decision to retire had something to do
with meddling from certain board members.
That was it – no further information, but cer-
tainly enough to whet my appetite.

I immediately sent out a series of emails to
various individuals, including Marilyn Regiec.
Regiec was the only individual to respond to

my query, in which I asked her whether it was
true that her decision to retire was not volun-
tary. In her response, she wrote, in part: “I real-
ly don’t have any comment on this except to
say my decision has been in the works for a
while.” In a subsequent conversation, Regiec
suggested that I not read anything more into
her comment. She reiterated that she had been
contemplating retirement for quite some time.

On Tuesday I contacted someone I knew on
the board who I thought would give me some
honest answers as to what had been going on.
That individual said that there had been some
nasty in-fighting within the board, that the
board was short three members, and that a
board meeting was scheduled to take place
Tuesday, August 30, at which more fireworks
were expected to occur.

Next, I did what journalists often do these
days to try and elicit more information: I post-
ed something to The Jewish Post & News
Facebook page: “Turmoil at Gwen Secter
Centre: Surprise departures of staff, resigna-
tions from the board - angry fighting within the
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Inside this issue of 
The Jewish Post & News:Gwen Secter Centre in turmoil?

By BERNIE BELLAN
In our last (Aug. 17) issue I wrote about the tremendous success Camp

Massad had this past summer in terms of its number of campers. In that
same article I mentioned that I had spoken with Brenda Tessler-Donen,
executive director of BB Camp, but at the time she was quite busy that
week preparing for the return of the “Advanced Campers”, who had been
away on a four-week canoe trip.

I promised though, that we’d have a report on BB Camp’s summer just
completed, and true to her word, Brenda Tessler-Donen contacted me to
give a description of much of what’s been going on at that camp.

Of all the items we went over in our phone conversation, the one that I
found most intriguing – Tessler-Donen, too – was the huge increase in reg-

istrations of first-time campers, most of whom came from Russian-Israeli
families new to Winnipeg.

Tessler-Donen noted that the first indication something different was in
the works came at the camp’s open house, which was held June 5. “We had
over 220 people come out to Town Island this year, Tessler-Donen
remarked. “Many of those people had never heard of BB Camp – or Camp
Massad,” she added. 

Tessler-Donen attributed the enormous surge in interest in the camp to
what she described as the “Russian network” in this city that keeps new-
comers informed. What we have to do now, she said, is “keep the people
who got involved in the
camp for the first time

B’nai Brith Camp attracts large number of new campers

BB Camp was extrmely successful this past summer in attracting campers from families of new immigrants, many of whom had had little prior
involvement with the Jewish community. Camp executive director Brenda Tessler-Donen knew that something different was in the works when
the camp attracted 220 people to its open house on Town Island, held June 5.

Continued on page 12. See “BB Camp”.

Continued on page 2. See “Gwen Secter”.



board. Read more in the Aug. 31 issue of
the JP&N.”

Within a short time that post had been
viewed by over 600 individuals. While no

one came forward with new information beyond what I had already heard,
I was told by more than one individual that I was on the right track. One
individual, who commented on my Facebook post however, was upset with
what I had posted. (Although I will not divulge that person’s identity, she
did post her comment for everyone to see on our Facebook page.)

Here is what she wrote, in part: “First of all, board meeting attendees are
all aware that whatever takes place at meetings is not to be discussed
beyond the confines of the meeting. Whoever approached you doesn’t real-
ize that the so-called ‘information’ given to you can seriously undermine
the reputation of a wonderful facility that means so much to me and many
dozens of others. “Secondly, the “angry division” he/she described does
not exist!!! Every issue has those who favor and those who oppose.
Important matters are put to a vote, and a minority vote in opposition does
not translate into ‘angry division’, unless you are the unknown traitor to
board confidentiality who went to the press looking for....I don’t actually
understand what he/she wanted to achieve. As I have already stated both
when we spoke, and on Facebook, I attend meetings and have neither wit-
nessed nor heard, nor seen evidence of the situation you describe. “I would
hope that you will re-think your position of printing innuendo and sour
grapes which could result in damage to the centre. “If it is the individual I
suspect, I personally dissuaded that person from ‘going public’ months ago
against the top board positions at that time.”

Whew! What had I stumbled into as a result of that Monday morning
phone call, I wondered?

Then, I received a series of messages telling me that what had happened
to Elaine Stern was absolutely disgraceful, but this person couldn’t say
anything more – at this time. 

So, I contacted one of my sources to try and find out exactly what had
happened with Elaine Stern. I was given an explanation for Stern’s termi-
nation and, without revealing what that explanation was, on the surface it
seemed ridiculous. When I sent a draft of this story to someone else who is
close to the scene, with the ostensible reasons for Stern’s dismissal includ-
ed in that draft, I was told those supposed reasons didn’t make any sense.
As a result, given the lack of corroboration as to why Elaine Stern was dis-
missed, I have decided to withhold conjecture as to the reasons.

Elaine Stern, understandably, has not responded to my requests to com-
ment on what has transpired. My source says that she is likely going to go
forward with a suit against the centre, arguing that she was unfairly dis-
missed. Under the circumstances, therefore, it would be inadvisable for
Stern to comment on anything that has transpired. 

The Gwen Secter Centre has an annual budget over $600,000, but the
bulk of its finances stem from various grants it receives. With a member-
ship approaching 300, however, it serves a vital role within not only the
Jewish seniors’ community, but the seniors’ community in the north end at
large. Now, not only will it be losing an executive director who was
extremely successful at obtaining grants for the centre, it has also lost the
individual who was responsible for organizing programming there.

But, as is the case with so many organizations, it appears that a teapot has
turned into a tempest. As much as some individuals would prefer that
Gwen Secter be able to wash its dirty linens in private, the cat’s out of the
bag now. (How’s that for a series of metaphors?) Stay tuned for further
details.

Gwen Secter
Continued from page 1.
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Other Gwen Secter news
By BERNIE BELLAN

While Gwen Secter may seem to be under a cloud with regard to the
recent dismissal of Elaine Stern and other issues about which I’ve written
in another story in this issue, there is also some good news emanating from
the centre.

Marily Regiec, the soon-to-be retired executive director of Gwen Secter
informs us that the centre recently “received a grant in the amount of
$23,000 from the Federal New Horizons For Seniors Program. The title of
our project,“ Regiec writes,  “is ‘Mentoring and Preservation of our
Ancestral Language’.”

Regiec goes on to say: “The grant will enable us to retain the services of
Itay Zutra as facilitator to plan, develop and grow the capacity of the exist-
ing Yiddish Reading Circle at the Gwen Secter Centre. Itay will be work-
ing along with volunteers Jeanette Block and Roz Usiskin to develop an
expanded program for the monthly sessions at the Centre. The program will
include literary readings, lectures, videos and guest speakers, all in the
name of keeping the Yiddish language alive and promoting to younger gen-
erations in the community. The added feature this year will include a basic
conversational Yiddish class which will take place in the evening to accom-
modate those ‘Baby Boomers’ and even younger who are still in the work-
force.

“The day time group will meet on the first Monday of the month at 12
noon and the evening conversation group is tentatively going to meet on
Wednesday evenings from 7pm to 9pm

“The New Horizons for Seniors grant encourages ‘community based pro-
jects which help empower seniors to share their knowledge, skills and
experiences with others’ and the Mentoring and Preservation project meets
the criteria perfectly!

“We welcome participation from all those interested . Call the Gwen
Secter Centre at 204-339-1701 to register or for more information.”

In yet other news, Marilyn Regiec also informs us that Gwen Secter “is
currently providing kosher meals to four correctional institutions: Brandon,
Milner Ridge, Remand Centre and Stony Mountain.

“This, of course, in addition to our regular contract with all Winnipeg
hospitals.

“We are proud to be able to support the dietary ritual needs of all our fel-
low Jewish citizens, no matter where they reside.”

When asked to describe how many meals that might be, Regiec supplied
the following information:

“In 2014 – 689, in 2015 – 1187, in 2016 – already 867 and that’s for seven
months. Extrapolated to year end it is potentially 1486 if the demand con-
tinues.”

Nazi propagandist Goebbels’ wife had Jewish father, 
new document shows

(JTA) – The wife of Nazi propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels had a
Jewish father, according to a new document discovered in the Berlin
archives.

The document was published in the German newspaper Bild, the
London-based Jewish Chronicle reported last week.

It shows that the father of Magda Goebbels was a Jewish businessman
named Richard Friedlander, who married Magda’s mother, Auguste
Behrend, when Magda was about 7 years old. Friedlander had an affair
in 1901 with Behrend before she married German engineer Oskar
Ritshel, who had been blamed for impregnating Behrend before their
wedding.

Friedlander’s residency card, the document found in the archives, states
that Magda is his biological daughter, according to the Jewish Chronicle.

Friedlander died in the Buchenwald concentration camp in 1939; his
daughter did not attempt to help him.

The Goebbels had been portrayed by the Nazis as the ideal Aryan fam-
ily.

Joseph and Magda Goebbels and their six children committed suicide
on April 30, 1945, a day after Adolf Hitler took his life.

German university students condemn BDS movement
BERLIN (JTA) – Students at Leipzig University have passed a reso-

lution condemning the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement
against Israel as anti-Semitic.

Passed earlier this month, the groundbreaking student council resolu-
tion, first reported in The Jerusalem Post, was a response to efforts by
University of London anthropology professor Lori Allen, an anti-Israel
activist, to foment support for BDS during a visit to the Leipzig
University in June.

In its statement, translated on the Legal Insurrection blog, the student
council condemned such “anti-Semitic boycott campaigns” and said it
would stand up “against the execution, participation in, and promotion of
such campaigns and events at the University of Leipzig.” This includes a
rejection of BDS-related “events, exhibitions, demonstrations, etc.”



By LAUREN CHOCHINOV
The Wolodarsky family annual Cribbage Tournament has become a thing

of legend. Its origins are shrouded in mystery. Its magnetic pull draws long
lost relatives back to Winnipeg Beach from far and wide. And this year,
after twenty-five years of pegging the boards, it has become immortal. 

Each summer the extended Wolodarsky family meets at the Chochinov
cottage on Hazel Avenue for an afternoon of cribbage and an evening of
BBQ and reminiscing. While the number of players at times reaches near
30, the cottage always seems to be bulging at the seams

It’s somewhat unclear how the tournament began. According to Brenda
Ryant (nee Chochinov), the idea first emerged in 1992, around the time she
gave birth to her first son, Bradley. Her father, Dave Chochinov, invited
family members with properties at Winnipeg Beach to come over for a
small cribbage tournament one weekend in August. Twenty-five years
later, under Brenda’s direction, the tournament has become much like a tra-
ditional Winnipeg Bat Mitzvah. The days lead-
ing up to Saturday game day are filled with
preparations and additional events; there’s a
bake-off on Wednesday night, a decorations
evening on Friday, time for a quick visit to
Winnipeg Beach’s thriving yard sale scene on
Saturday morning, and it’s all capped off with a
Sunday morning brunch. 

This year’s tournament, held on August 6th,
was especially notable. Not only was it the tour-
nament’s twenty-fifth anniversary, but for the
first time the tournament was filmed for a forth-
coming documentary by Israeli filmmaker
Maayan Rypp, the granddaughter of Howard and
the late Shirley Rypp. When asked why she
wanted to film the tournament, Rypp noted that,
“I’ve never seen a family event being made with
such seriousness and team effort. I hope [the
documentary] will inspire families throughout
the world as well.” 

Filming began days ahead of the tournament.
Rypp, accompanied by her cousins, Beth and
Jackie Usiskin (part of the family clan, of
course), interviewed numerous members of the
extended Wolodarsky family. These interviews
gathered shared memories, the history of the
tournament, numerous cribbage related anec-
dotes, and the effort put into making it all hap-
pen. Just as the tournament has become leg-
endary, so has its stories. No more so than the
tale of Marilyn Tabor, a dear family friend who
travels to the tournament each year from her
home in Texas, and whose agonizing quest for
Cribbage Tournament gold spans decades. 

There’s no denying that the Cribbage
Tournament is quirky in nature. It’s unclear why
Cribbage has so captivated this family, with the
game obsessively taught, like a right of passage,
to children as soon as they can count. The fami-
ly t-shirts also add to the tournament’s inimitable
tone. Where else would you find a group of near-
ly forty 40 people wearing identical red t-shirts
outside of a sports venue? But much like pro-
sports, the Cribbage Tournament rouses near
religious fervour in its attendees. They play hard.
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Reunion news

We reported on the impending reunion of members of the Alpha Epsilon
Pi (AEPi) fraternity in our July 6 issue. (That story can still be seen on
our website.) The reunion took place the weekend of August 6-7. 

In the picture above, taken at the Sals on Leila, are: 
(Back row): Merrill Shulman, Marvin Garfinkel, Wally Kane, Norm
Roseman, Mark Doctoroff, Morley Goldberg, Murray Hyman, Neil
Stitz, Paul Chorney, Earl Barish
(Sitting): Marvin Samphir, Ian Okell, Jerry Moscovitch, Louis
Rodkin, Phil Kahanovitch, Frank Goldberg

We reported on the planned Hochman family reunion in our June 22 issue.
The picture above was taken at the reunion, held in Birds Hill July 29-31

Wolodarsky family cribbage tournament August 6 at Winnipeg Beach

Wolodarsky family holds 25th annual
Cribbage Tournament at Winnipeg Beach

Continued on page 17. See “Cribbage”.



At the end of a quiet summer for our Winnipeg
Jewish community we suddenly find ourselves
on the receiving end of some surprising news:
Disarray at the Gwen Secter Centre and some
major changes at the Shaarey Zedek.

There’s also been an ongoing national story
involving the Green Party and its resolution sup-
porting the B.D.S. movement, but frankly, there
is always one sort of group or another calling for

the boycott of Israel so, more than anything, what’s been going on with the
Greens just goes to show how easy it is for a small, albeit determined
cohort within a larger organization to hijack that organization’s agenda.

In some ways it looks like we saw the same sort of thing just play itself
out with the Gwen Secter Centre. It’s not at all clear what led to the sur-
prising dismissal of Elaine Stern as program director there. We have heard
varying accounts of what led to that decision. Initially I was going to print
what I had been told by a Gwen Secter board member was the ostensible
reason for Stern’s being dismissed, then I was contacted by someone close
to the scene – to whom I had sent a draft of my article on the subject, who
said that board member had it all wrong.

I asked then, if the board member to whom I had spoken had it wrong,
what was the reason for Stern’s dismissal? I was told that there was no one
reason, but that person wouldn’t elaborate. It was suggested to me though
that there had been a great deal of meddling on the part of at least one per-
son on the board in the day-to running of the centre – both in the way
Elaine Stern had been doing her job, but also in the way executive director
Marilyn Regiec had been doing hers.

I wasn’t surprised to hear that the board of a Jewish organization had
become involved in the dismissal of an employee. That seems to be a reg-
ular occurrence in Winnipeg. Looking back, in recent years we’ve wit-
nessed the Shaarey Zedek’s sending Rabbi Pinsker packing (although he
wasn’t actually dismissed; he had his duties reduced in the last year of his
contract to the point where he was effectively marginalized). Then, more
recently we saw the Jewish Federation relieve then CEO Adam Bronstone
of his duties two months before his contract was set to expire. Looking
back even further, there was the replacement of former Simkin Centre CEO
Sandra Delorme – who went on sick leave following the disastrous fallout
from the death of resident Lilian Peck in the fall of 2010.

In all those cases, plus the recent turmoil at Gwen Secter, what we have
in common is boards of directors behaving poorly. There are ways of han-
dling personnel matters that do not call attention to problems with hired
staff, but they require finesse and behind the scenes maneuvering. The last
thing any board would want is for a newspaper such as this to start probing
the dismissal of an employee. 

Thus, when the local Jewish National Fund office ran into major prob-
lems with a previous executive director a few years ago, that organization

handled the situation
quite nicely by simply
not extending that per-
son’s contract. Sure,
everyone in the know
was aware that there
had been major prob-
lems at the Winnipeg
JNF office under that
person’s supervision,
but because the JNF
board simply waited
out that person’s tenure
here – there wasn’t any
controversy attached to
seeing him go.

Of course, for some-
one like me, hearing
stories about what’s
been going on at Gwen
Secter is like mannah
from heaven. I am well
aware of the reputation
we have for reporting
on the internal prob-
lems of local organiza-
tions. In years past
those problems would
not likely have been
reported in this paper
as, for instance, the

Shaarey Zedek went through a series of rabbis who never seemed to last
more than a few years. It was only with the hiring of Rabbi Green over 10
years ago that the Shaarey Zedek has seen any stability in the senior rabbi
position. (Of course, as already mentioned, that didn’t mean the Shaarey
Zedek was able to avoid controversy, viz. the Rabbi Pinsker affair).

But now, with the announcement that Matthew Leibl is studying for the
rabbinate (along with Cantor Anibal Maas), and that Rena Elbaze has been
hired to do something that she has a proven track record of doing - attract
and engage newcomers, I have to wonder whether the Shaarey Zedek will
be able to avoid controversy of a different sort?

Synagogues all over North America have been wrestling with the same
problem: how to attract younger people to their services without diluting
traditions to the point that services become almost comically “relevant”.
We’ve seen so many innovations introduced over the years, and Joanne
Seiff has done a terrific job since she started writing for us a couple of years
ago, probing the reasons for declining synagogue attendance throughout
North America, including here in Winnipeg.

Still, if you read my article about Matthew Leibl (on pages 18-19 ), you’ll
see that his approach to being a rabbi is going to be quite radically differ-
ent from almost any other rabbi we’ve ever had in Winnipeg. Leibl is
refreshingly candid about his being a secular Jew and what he thinks he can
bring to his eventual role as rabbi at Shaarey Zedek.

I’m just wondering though, after some congregants read that article, how
much longer it will be before members of the board start telling young
Leibl to be much more guarded in what he says to the press. “Okay,
Matthew,” I’m sure he’s going to be hearing, “we know you’re not obser-
vant, but please don’t go around talking about that – especially not to
Bernie Bellan!”

While the Shaarey Zedek board has the right to conduct itself without
having to answer to anyone but synagogue members, I wouldn’t say the
same thing about the Gwen Secter board. While there are members who
pay dues to join Gwen Secter, the bulk of its funding comes from outside
funding – primarily the W.R.H.A., the Jewish Federation, and the Jewish
Foundation. 

As such, that confers a different set of responsibilities upon Gwen Secter
board members. While I suppose one can argue that those board members
only have to adhere to the bylaws of Gwen Secter itself, the fact that Gwen
Secter is recipient of so much outside funding should confer a much greater
degree of responsibility on that board than say, the board of a local syna-
gogue that collects fees only from its members.

We had heard reports of meddling in the day-to-day affairs of Gwen
Secter by board members for quite some time. It is an axiom of board gov-
ernorship that boards are meant to provide general policies and oversight,
while hired staff should implement policies. Certainly lax oversight can
result in serious problems, such as which occurred at the Simkin Centre six
years ago, but involvement in the day-to-day running of an organization
can lead to exactly the opposite problem. Trying to find that proper balance
is the challenge for any board.

When boards fail to perform their duties effectively, however, members
of that board should be replaced. In the case of Gwen Secter, it is highly
likely that the decision to dismiss Elaine Stern from her position is going
to end up costing Gwen Secter financially in terms of a hefty severance
payment, added to which finding a replacement for Stern on short notice
will also cost the centre quite a bit in the immediate future.

But, to return to my original reference to the Green Party and its decision
to pass a resolution calling for support for the BDS movement – I’ve been
remarking to people with whom I’ve been discussing this issue that one of
the least discussed aspects of what’s been going on with the Greens is how
much the moves to support BDS, also to eliminate the Jewish National
Fund’s charitable status in Canada, have been led by members of the Green
Party who also happen to be Jewish. This is a classic example of a small,
but focused group, advancing an agenda that is probably not at all impor-
tant to the majority of an organization’s members. In this case though, we
have fellow Jews, such as Corey Levine and Dr. Adrian Fine (formerly of
Winnipeg), who both live in Victoria, pushing for the Green Party resolu-
tion calling for the removal of the JNF’s charitable status. (That resolution
was eventually watered down to remove any specific reference to the JNF
at the Green Party convention in August.)

Poor Elizabeth May (Green Party leader) – someone who is generally
regarded as a decent and honourable individual, thrust into a controversy
that one would think has little to do with what she wants to achieve as
leader of that party. But, just as members of boards of organizations can
hijack the agendas of organizations for their own purposes, so too can
members of political parties dedicated to a specific goal or goals take over
political parties. Later, more responsible members of those boards or polit-
ical parties are left to pick up the shattered pieces.
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Comment

Winnipeg Mennonite couple campaigning
for partial Israel boycott

By MYRON LOVE
Byron and Melita Rempel Burkholder are campaigning for a partial boy-

cott of Israel. John Longhurst, in a column in the religious section of the
Free Press on August 13, described how the Manitoba Mennonite couple,
after four months living among Palestinians on the West Bank earlier this
year, are outraged that Israel built a security barrier to try to keep
Palestinian terrorists out of Israel. The couple was able to get a resolution
passed at the most recent Mennonite Church Canada Assembly calling for
church members to “avoid investing in or supporting companies that do
business with Israeli settlements and the Israel Defense Forces, and com-
panies that are profiting from the occupation of the Palestinian territories.”

The resolution also encourages the Canadian government to “support
measures that put pressure on Israel (including through economic sanc-
tions) to end the occupation and work for a just peace, in accordance with
international law.”

Now, I am sure that the Rempel
Burkholders are well meaning indi-
viduals who may not understand
the complexity of the situation.

Did they talk to any Israelis or
Israeli Arabs to get another point of
view? Do they not know that tens
of thousands of Christians through-
out the Muslim world are facing
discrimination and danger, and that
thousands of Christians have been
murdered in Syria, Iraq, Pakistan,
Egypt, Libya and elsewhere, and
tens of thousands more have been
driven from their homes?

Can Mr. and Mrs. Rempel
Burkholder really be more concerned about a separation barrier and some
checkpoints intended to keep Palestinian terrorists out of Israel? Are they
not aware that from 2000 - 2003 Palestinian Arab terrorists were walking
into Israel and blowing up buses, restaurants and other Israeli gathering
places with the result that close to 1,000 Israelis were murdered by said ter-
rorists? Is that what they consider non-violent resistance to “occupation”?

The equation is simple. If there had been no Palestinian terrorism direct-
ed against Israelis, there would be no security barrier and no checkpoints.
After all, there was no security barrier 15 years ago. It was only built after
the so-called Second Intifada, which Yasser Arafat unleashed against Israel
in September,2000.

And exactly how is Israel “occupying” the Palestinian territories? Ninety
percent or more of the Palestinians living in the West Bank live under the
rule of the Palestinian Authority, headed by Palestinian president
Mahmoud Abbas. Is Abbas Israeli? Of course not. He was elected in a rel-
atively free election more than ten years ago to a four year term. Abbas’s
government is fully independent of Israel – so much so that his govern-
ments bans any interaction between Palestinians and Israelis and incites
violence against and hatred of Jews and Israelis through the school system,
the media and the mosques. Public squares in the Palestinian areas are reg-
ularly named after Palestinians who have murdered Israeli women and
children.

Did the Rempel Burkholders learn any of that while sojourning with
Palestinians? Have you ever heard of an occupation force that allows the
occupied to openly preach hatred against the so-called occupiers? Is this
the way the Rempel Burkholders envisage as a “non-violent way of over-
coming injustice in the region”?

The Oslo Accords, which the Palestinians signed with the Israelis, called
for a negotiated delineation of borders, not a unilateral withdrawal by
Israel to pre-1967 armistice lines that no one recognized as borders. The
Palestinian Authority consistently refuses to negotiate those borders. What
good does it do to put pressure on Israel to negotiate when Israel is willing
to negotiate but the Palestinians refuse?

And exactly how do Israeli and foreign companies benefit from the (non-
existent) occupation of the Palestinian territories? There are no natural
resources in the region to exploit. Further, Israeli-owned companies oper-
ating on the West Bank pay their Palestinian employees much more and
treat them much better than Palestinian employers do.

Is anyone asking the average Palestinian if he wants to be put out of
work? Is the goal of this boycott to put thousands more Palestinians out of
work?

If Mr. and Mrs. Rempel Burkholder want to know what the real
Palestinian story is, I would suggest they read the articles by Palestinian
Arab writers such as Khaled Abu Tuomeh, Bassem Eid and Bassim Tawil. 

Re: article on dental care for Holocaust survivors
My name is Bernice Edelstein and I am the Program Manager of the

Alpha Omega-Henry Schein Cares Holocaust Survivors Oral Health
Program. I received a copy of the August 3, edition of The Jewish Post
& News in which you wrote an article, Dental fraternity gives free den-
tal care to survivors.

The article has many inaccuracies including the misspelling of
Schein, the AO dental fraternity was founded in 1907, and the program
is operating in 17 North American cities. The program has a focus on
providing pro bono dental care for the financially most needy individ-
uals who are served by the network of Jewish Family and Children’s
Service agencies or other identified partner organizations, as well as
individuals of any faith who are survivors of Nazi persecution. 

Dr. Gary Hyman is the ambassador for the Winnipeg cohort; howev-
er, speaking with members of Jewish Child and Family Service, or Dr.
Avi Wurman, co-chair of the Program, or Heidi Weber, Executive
Director of the fraternity would have enhanced the article.
Bernice Edelstein
Program Manager,
Alpha Omega-Henry Schein Cares Holocaust Survivors Oral
Health Program

Federation should respond to 
anti-Israel posts in Free Press 

Recently in the Free Press there have been columns, letters-to-the-
editor and articles that have anti-Israel sentiments. In one column, the
Mennonite Church is adopting an anti-Israeli stance.

Questions are being raised in the Jewish community why the Jewish
Federation and its CEO Elaine Goldstine are not addressing those anti-
Israel attacks.

I took the trouble this morning to phone Elaine Goldstine, twice, to
ask this same question. She didn’t return my calls. I then phoned
Laurel Malkin, the Federation VP. She presumably talked to Elaine
Goldstine. The answer she gave me was “We’re looking into it” (now).

Why do public responses have to come from Toronto, or gentiles, but
not from the Jewish Federation. They should be standing up against
local attacks and putting a stop to them.
Sincerely
Gerald Finkle

LETTERS

Correction
In our Aug. 17 we reported that Kick-butt Walk for Colorectal Cancer

will be held Saturday, Sept. 12. The actual date is Saturday, Sept. 10.

Lou Pearlman, who formed Backstreet Boys 
and *NSYNC, dies in prison

(JTA) – Lou Pearlman, who formed and managed the boy bands
Backstreet Boys and *NSYNC, died while serving a 25-year prison sen-
tence for a multimillion-dollar Ponzi scheme.

Pearlman, who suffered a stroke in prison in 2010, died last Friday in
the Federal Correctional Institution in Texarkana, Texas. He was 62.

He had been projected to be released in 2029 after pleading guilty in
2008 to charges that included conspiracy and money laundering.

In the 1990s, Pearlman started Trans Continental Records and created
the Backstreet Boys with five unknown young singers whom he chose in
a multimillion-dollar talent search. The Backstreet Boys went on to
become the best-selling boy band of all time, with 130 million record
sales.

*NSYNC was formed in much the same way. The band, which includ-
ed Justin Timberlake, sold over 55 million records.

Pearlman produced nearly a dozen other bands and artists, and all but
one have sued him for misrepresentation and fraud. Each case has ended
with a confidentiality agreement, according to reports.

Pearlman grew up in Flushing, New York, the only child of Hy and
Reenie Pearlman. His father ran a dry cleaning business, and his mother
was a school lunchroom aide. He was a first cousin of the singer Art
Garfunkel.

He ran businesses operating blimps out of college before turning his
attention to the entertainment industry.

In a tribute to Pearlman, *NSYNC member Lance Bass tweeted on
Saturday: “Word is that #LouPearlman has passed away. He might not
have been a stand up businessman, but I wouldn’t be doing what I love
today wout his influence. RIP Lou.”

Pearlman went to prison after admitting to a Ponzi scheme of 84 busi-
nesses that cheated investors out of at least $300 million.

Are they not aware that
between 2000 and 2003
Palestinian Arab terror-
ists were walking into
Israel and blowing up
buses, restaurants and
other Israeli gathering
places with the result

that close to 1,000
Israelis were murdered

by said terrorists?



The late Meyer Zucker was one of the lucky ones.
The Polish-born Zucker was able to escape Poland
just ahead of the Nazis thanks to one of the visas
issued by Japanese diplomat Chiune Sugihara.
Zucker spent the war years first in Japan, later in
Shanghai, before coming to Winnipeg after the war.
(Two sisters and a brother also survived.)

Earlier this summer, his older daughter, Rochelle,
paid her first ever visit to Poland to see where her
father grew up. While the frequent host of the

Yiddish portion of the Jewish Radio Hour spent most of her time in Warsaw
taking a Yiddish course, she also took the time to go to Izbica, the shtetl where
her father was born, and Lublin where he grew up. As well, she spent a day at
Maidanek, one of the Nazi death camps.

“Although I have known about the Holocaust all of my life,” she says, “being
in Poland brought home to me for the first time the immensity of what hap-
pened and what was lost really.”

Although much travelled, Rochelle Zucker says that she never had any great
desire to go to Poland. The impetus came from the opportunity to take the
three-week Yiddish course in Warsaw.

“I took a Yiddish course in London last year,” she says. “In the spring, I
received an email from someone who also took the course in London last year.
She was asking where we (the London students) were going to go this summer.
There was a course in Vilna and one in Poland. The course in Poland gave me
an additional reason to go to Poland. And I figured, as I’m not getting any
younger. If I didn’t go now, I may never go.”

Zucker arrived in Poland on June 20, the weekend before starting the course.
That gave her time to
go to Izbica, also the
neighbouring town
of Krasnystaw,
where her husband’s
grandfather came
from, and the larger
community of
Zamosc in the same
area, and Lublin.

“I hired a guide for
Saturday and we
went to Izbica,” she
says. “I didn’t expect
to find much there.
At its height, Izbica
had fewer than 5,000
people, 90% of them
Jewish. It still does-
n’t have a church.”

She describes
Izbica as a quiet

town without much to see. The Jewish
cemetery, she says, has been some-
what kept up. The cemetery has a
Holocaust memorial. 

Izbica, she notes, served as a Nazi
transit camp. The Nazis shot a lot of
Jews and threw the bodies into a mass
grave in the area. “My grandparents
and my father’s two youngest broth-
ers perished in the area,” she says.

There was less to see in
Krasnystaw. Zucker included
Zamosc in her itinerary because it had had a larger Jewish community and had
been the home of Yiddish writer I. L. Peretz. (There is a Peretz Street in the
town.)

In Lublin, Zucker was able to see the house where her father grew up and the
school he went to, both of which are still standing. She took a tour of Lublin’s
old city, which included a plaque where a Jewish orphanage once stood, and a
second plaque dedicated to the memory of the Hasidic rebbe, Yaakov Yitzhak
Horowitz, the Seer of Lublin. 

“I stayed at a hotel in Lublin that was run by the Jewish community in
Warsaw,” she says. “The hotel was a yeshiva before the war and is attached to
a synagogue.”

The two Jewish cemeteries in Lublin are still in good condition, she notes. 
“Lublin is similar to Winnipeg in size,” she says. “And the old city centre has

been preserved and restored.”
The course in Warsaw that Zucker signed up for was put on by the Shalom

Foundation, which was founded 20 years ago by Polish-born Yiddish actress
Golde Tencer with the goal of trying to preserve Yiddish and Yiddish life.

“The building was like a community centre and the program was very well
organized,” Zucker says. “We were about 40 students divided among different
levels. (Among the students, she notes, was a Coptic Christian from Egypt and
an Irish novelist who is writing a story involving Polish Jewish prostitutes
going to Argentina.) The classes were in the morning. That allowed us time to
tour Warsaw.”

The students were taken on tours of the new Polin Museum of the History of
Polish Jews (which opened two years ago),  which is located in the former
Warsaw Ghetto, and of the old ghetto itself.

“The old part of the city is a UNESCO site rebuilt to the historic specifica-
tions,” she points out.

Zucker also spent time at the Jewish Historical Society building in Warsaw
doing some genealogical research.

In the cemetery, she found the mausoleum containing the remains of Yiddish
writers Peretz, S. Ansky and Yaacov Denison.

Zucker did observe that there is a resurgence of Jewish life going on in mod-
ern day Poland. After Warsaw, she went to Cracow and toured the old Jewish
district with its modern Jewish and Israeli restaurants, klezmer music and syn-
agogues. She also visited Martyr’s Square and toured the Schindler museum.

The museum, she observes, was more about Jewish life in Poland before the
war. Only two rooms were devoted to Schindler.

On her way back from Poland, she continued her Jewish heritage sites tour
with stops in Prague and Amsterdam. In Prague, she says, she came across an
exhibition dedicated to the European Jews who, like her father, found a safe
refuge in Shanghai during the war. An American Jewish soldier, she says, took
the pictures.

“I’m glad I went to Poland,” she says. “It is part of my heritage.
“Warsaw is quite a nice city – with a lot of parks and statues. But for me,

Jewish Warsaw only really came alive in the cemetery. Reading the writing on
the tombstones gave me a real good sense of the richness and variety of Jewish
life in Poland before the war brought most of it to an end.”

First trip back to Poland hits home for daughter of Holocaust survivor
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Myron Love

Chai Folk Ensemble  

 

 

will be held on  

Sunday, September 11 
11:00am aat tthe CChai SStudio 

 
Seeking Dancers with a passion for jazz, ballet, modern or Israeli dance;  

Singers & Musicians with an interest in world music 
 to be part of North America’s largest & oldest Israeli folk ensemble 

*Singers & musicians auditioned individually on mutually agreed dates 
 

For iinformation && tto rregister 
204-477-7497 oor info@chai.mb.ca 
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

“Rusalka 3 is where my father
once lived with his family.”

ROCHELLE ZUCKER



Harvesting of Falun Gong
practitioners continues in China

By BERNIE 
BELLAN

On August 23 a car
tour stopped in
Winnipeg to call atten-
tion to the continued
barbaric practice of
harvesting organs from
Falun Gong practition-
ers in China.

A number of individ-
uals, most of whom
were from China them-
selves, and some of
whom had actually
been illegally detained
by Chinese authorities,
gave information about
a practice that has been
universally condemned.

The world’s attention
was drawn to the unjust
imprisonment of Falun
Gong practitioners by
human rights lawyer
David Matas and former Canadian Secretary of
State David Kilgour in their 20062007 inves-
tigative report detailing allegations of organ
harvesting in China. In 2009 Matas and Kilgour updated their findings in
a book titled Bloody Harvest, The killing of Falun Gong for their organs.

Most recently, Matas and Kilgour were joined by China analyst and
investigative journalist Ethan Gutmann in releasing a
further update, titled An Update to Bloody Harvest &
The Slaughter.

According to information provided by participants in
the car tour that stopped in Winnipeg, over a million
transplants of organs have occurred in China since
1999. Chinese authorities have always claimed that
organs are only taken from executed criminals, but with
some 60,000-100,000 transplants taking place every
year sine 2000, the evidence points to widespread exe-
cution of non criminals.

In a pamphlet distributed on August 23, it is stated that
“In China, the instant availability of organs in over 700
transplant-capable hospitals had led to the chilling con-
clusion that a kill-on-demand process for organ pro-
curement is in place.”

The pamphlet further states that “According to state-
run hospital websites advertising organs for sale, a
patient can procure an organ such as a liver, lung,
cornea or heart for up to $160,000 US. Billions of dol-
lars have been made by Chinese government officials
and state institutions.”

Falun Gong is described as a “spiritual discipline
whose practitioners follow the principles of
Truthfulness, Compassion and Tolerance. By 1999, one
out of 12 Chinese were practicing Falun Gong, accord-
ing to information provided at the car rally. Chinese
leader at the time, Jiang Zemin, subsequently banned
Falun Gong and the persecution of practitioners began.

Canadians are urged to contact Prime Minister
Trudeau, who will be traveling to China on an official
visit from August 30 – September 6, to bring up the
issue of the continued persecution of Falun Gong prac-
titioners during his visit. You can write the prime min-
ister’s office at pm@pm.gc.ca.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Stephane Dion’s email
address is stephane.dion@par.gc.ca.

For more information about the abhorrent practice in
which the Chinese government is fully complicit, go to
www.stoporganharvesting.org.
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Temple Shalom      HIGH HOLIDAY FACT SHEET 2016 
 

High Holiday Leaders…. 
 

Services will be led by Rabbi Bill Tepper with Cantor Len Udow and the Temple Shalom 
Choir, conducted by Janet Pelletier Goetze.. 

HIGH HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE PACKAGE: 
 

Temple Shalom High Holiday Experience Package: 
 

 A one-time special rate if you have never experienced High Holiday services at Temple 
Shalom! 

 

$149 per adult   $199 per family  
Membership: Your High Holiday package will be credited to your membership if you choose to 
become a member. There will be an additional charge of $61 RMAC fee (our link to the Reform 
Movement). After that, your membership will be pro-rated over the next 2 years. 

Young Adults (under 30 years, not in school): Temple membership for the price of the special 
Temple Shalom High Holiday Experience package. This offer can be renewed at the price of a 
regular Adult high holiday ticket ($275) until age 30.    . 

Remember, Temple membership includes High Holiday Tickets 

University Students, 1st year new immigrants and Military: High Holiday ticket package is 
free 

High Holiday Seat Prices for Non-Members…. 
 

$275/adult – Package for all services 
$200/senior (age 65 and over) – Package for all services 
$175/adult - for either Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur services only 
$125/senior - for either Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur services only 
$50/school aged child (18 & under) (to a maximum of $100 per family)              
 Preschool children: free of charge 
If you choose to become a member, the cost of your High Holiday tickets will be credited to your 
membership. 

Babysitting & Disability Parking available.    
 

Please call the office to register.  204-453-1625 

Payment…. 
 

Payment can be made by cash, cheque, Visa or MasterCard.  Sorry, no post-dated cheques or 
post-dated visas accepted.                 PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE TO PURCHASE YOUR 
TICKETS AT 204-453-1625. 
 

Exercising Our Spirits
September 2016/Av-Elul 5776
Rabbi Bill S. Tepper

While a rabbinic faculty member this
summer at the Union for Reform
Judaism’s Camp George I took a break
one morning from study and t’filah
preparation to enjoy tennis with a
camper. Afterwards, I thanked the
camper for the good game and exercise,
before remarking – and without even
thinking about it - ‘and for exercising
my spirit, too.’ Truthfully, spending time
among Jewish youth – whether it be for
learning, prayer, tennis or even waiting
patiently in line at the camp’s hadar ohel
[Hebrew for dining hall] salad bar
serves to exercise one’s Jewish spirit. 

As Jews, we relish every opportunity
to exercise our spirits: involvement in the life of our Temple – and the
larger community as well - through the welcoming of newcomers;
worship experiences; Talmud Torah – ongoing Jewish learning; social
events; tikkun olam – tasks the outcome of which is a more-healed
world; attending and participating in life cycle events; and honouring
the splendor of our Jewish calendar, adorned as it is with our High
Holy Days, Festivals and days of memory. 

As I prepare to serve Temple Shalom during the coming year, I look
forward to the exercising of our spirits: being present and endeavour-
ing to make a difference in the lives of this sacred community, estab-
lishing both enduring friendships and rewarding partnerships, while
striving to contribute all of which we are capable to the goodness and
strength of Jewish Winnipeg. From a Jewish fitness standpoint, it’s the
best exercise we can possibly hope for. 

RABBI 
BILL S. TEPPER

Above: Members of
Falun Gong car
tour protesting
Chinese practice of
harvesting organs
from Falun Gong
practitioners.
Protesters urged
Canadians to write
Primer Minister
Trudeau, asking
him to raise the
matter during his
visit to China Aug.
30- Sept. 6

Human rights lawyer
David Matas - co-
author of several
reports exposing
Chinese involvement in
trafficking of organs
from Falun Gong prac-
titioners



I recently heard a story about parental respon-
sibility and kids’ educational programming at
Winnipeg congregations. A batch of floor hock-
ey sticks had been moved into storage. When
someone asked why the sticks weren’t available,
we learned why. The kids, left unsupervised,
used the hockey sticks to poke holes in the shul’s
ceiling. As any parent or educator knows, kids
left with too little to do get into trouble. This is

how vandalism and mishaps occur – and in this case, there were no reper-
cussions for the kids doing the damage.

A while ago, I attended an evening meeting, (a rare event!) leaving my
husband to manage our twin infants, who were both sick. Both babies were
crying at once when I left my husband to deal
with it. Anyone left alone with both of them
felt desperate at some point, myself included. 

At this meeting, I asked about children’s
programming at synagogues. I’ve always been
interested in this. I trained in an international
North American program as a song leader in
the Reform movement and taught religious
school music even before I finished high
school. This wasn’t performance, it was help-
ing kids (and adults) learn to sing along and
enjoy Jewish music together. I led the music at
Jewish summer camps, and continued leading
youth services, teaching Jewish studies and
Hebrew studies at religious school throughout my grad school years. After I
got married, I gave up on early Sunday morning teaching to teach Jewish adult
education courses. I’ve always valued educational programming – It’s essen-
tial to a synagogue’s health. Plus, the income I earned while doing it helped
put me through my undergraduate and graduate degrees.

I was surprised by the response I got at that meeting. A person said, some-
what tartly, “If you want that kind of kids’ programming, why don’t you
volunteer to do it yourself?” She explained how she and some other parents
did something short term and informal for their children twenty-some years
before, when her child was young.

I struggled with what to say. I spent years doing educational program-
ming, and I’d have been happy (pre-twins) to do this professionally if
asked. However, when I arrived, I approached established congregations
about offering ongoing programming, and nobody seemed enthusiastic. I
got the message and stepped back. Instead of paying Jewish education pro-
fessionals, there seems to be a reliance on a patchwork of teenage helpers
and volunteers to teach and run junior congregation services to an impor-
tant part of our community. 

When my twins were small, I’d asked if somewhere in Winnipeg we
could attend an hour-long High Holiday service, appropriate for young
families. A few songs and prayers, a holiday story, all geared towards fam-
ilies with kids who were six and under. A chance to pray together during a
Jewish holiday, instead of putting kids into child care. My requests and
suggestions were ignored. It was too difficult, too political, or the people

planning all of the services didn’t value it. The only time I attended such a
thing in Winnipeg was at the New Shul, the one year that Rabbi Pinsker ran
services for the high holidays. It was a delight.

In other years, I resolved this problem personally by travelling across the
continent to my parents’ congregation in Virginia, just so my husband and
I could attend age-appropriate services with our preschoolers. My kids still
remember the rabbi who led services, the music we sang, and the story that
was told. It was a worthwhile experience, and of course, we visited with
family. I tried not to think of it as a $1500+ service, but that’s the cost of
four inexpensive tickets to the US East Coast from Winnipeg.

However, this question remains every year. Why isn’t a kid-friendly, age-
appropriate, hour-long, High Holiday religious service a priority? Is this
already happening, but it’s unadvertised or linked to one’s shul’s member-
ship and I’ve missed it? If it’s a priority for somebody, how can we make

it accessible for every Jewish family with
preschoolers?

It’s not just parents who attend these fami-
ly-friendly services. Grandparents, aunts,
uncles, and others want to be with their little
kids. It’s a chance to offer inclusive, non-
threatening programming that focuses on
engagement, positive experiences, and a
taste of Jewish learning.

Although a kids’ service with music and
mixed seating might be novel to some, valu-
ing children’s religious and spiritual devel-
opment is not new. The Ba’al Shem Tov was

well-known for his love of children’s education. He felt the most learned of
scholars weren’t living up to their potential unless they were also teaching
children the “alef-bais.” 

Not all parents can drop everything to build all-new children’s program-
ming from scratch. I didn’t expect parents to do that when I taught their chil-
dren in well-established religious schools or summer camps in the 1990s. 

At that meeting, I thought about the breast milk, medicine doses, and
other details I’d lined up ahead of time in order to leave my twins so I could
attend. I wasn’t the person, at that time, to re-invent the wheel on my own.

It’s important to value children’s religious programming rather than pri-
oritizing babysitting. We should pay leaders and teachers, enable them to
succeed through a strong infrastructure, and provide clergy support to back
them up. A rabbi or other Jewish professional should be part of the equa-
tion. It’s easy to say “Oh, that’s what the Gray Academy is for”….but is it?
Does the Gray Academy provide religious services on holidays? Does the
community provide a variety of kid-oriented worship and learning oppor-
tunities outside of this day school?

There are High Holiday child care options at each congregation, but what
are they? In talking with a friend, we said that it’s impossible to know about
what that childcare consists of, who is in charge, and what content it offers,
when we’re pressured to buy High Holiday tickets each summer. How do
we know what our kids are getting? Where are the details? Shouldn’t that
be a priority too? 

Providing an informative and positive Jewish educational experience to
kids who attend our congregations should be our goal. If we have to aim
for the lowest common denominator, let’s think about those hockey sticks.
I’d suggest that if there’s no community support for decent programming,
parents (and every congregation member) insist their kids be supervised
adequately. We can cut down on vandalism, injuries, and mischief…but
shouldn’t going to synagogue mean more for our kids than that?

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate degrees in both Education and
Religious Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and
educator. See more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

Kids’ High Holiday & religious programming – where is it? What is it?
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By

JOANNE SEIFF

It’s not just parents who attend these
family-friendly services. Grandparents,

aunts, uncles, and others want to be
with their little kids. It’s a chance to

offer inclusive, non-threatening 
programming that focuses on 

engagement, positive experiences, 
and a taste of Jewish learning.



By BERNIE BELLAN
This paper has been writing about the impor-

tance of being screened for colorectal cancer
for years, focusing on what has now become
an annual event: The Kick Butt Run for
Colorectal Cancer.

But, as much as we’ve focused on the less
serious side of this event, we’ve been remiss in
not writing more about colorectal cancer itself.
That changed this past week when I had a call
from our sales rep, Robbie Mazo, who asked
me whether I’d be interested in speaking with
someone who was recently diagnosed with
both colorectal and liver cancer, and who was
willing to talk about his condition.

The person about whom Robbie was speak-
ing was David Novikoff, whose name I recog-
nized from annual ads for the Ashkeanzie
Synagogue around this time of year, where
Novikoff serves as cantor during the high holy-
days. 

I contacted Novikoff and asked him to tell
me his story. I wasn’t quite sure what point we
might be making by talking about one specific
person’s experience with cancer, but after
speaking with Novikoff, then consulting with
the president of the Colorectal Cancer
Association of Canada, Barry Stein, who lives
in Montreal, I realized the benefit that talking
about this disease might serve to our readers.

According to David Novikoff, who is now
73, he “had never been admitted to a hospital in his life.” Unfortunately,
however, he was all too familiar with cancer, as his wife, Sandra, has had
both breast and colon cancer and, most recently, was diagnosed with a sar-
coma (a malignant tumor in connective tissue). Sandra was given a clean
bill of health after her last surgery. As well, both Sandra’s mother and father
died of cancer.

For David Novikoff, however, it was only this past March that he real-
ized something was seriously wrong with him. “I was shivering and cough-
ing; my ribs hurt from all the coughing,” he says. “I hit a wall”, he adds and
Sandra rushed him to his doctor, Grant Goldberg.

After a series of tests showed that Novikoff’s red blood cell count was
quite low, he had a colonoscopy performed on May 31. The colonoscopy
showed the presence of cancer in his rectum. I asked Novikoff whether he
had ever done what is considered the first line of screening for colorectal
cancer, the Fetal Occult Blood Test, or FOBT for short.

He said that he hadn’t – for the same reason that so many individuals shy
away from taking that test: it involves taking samples of your own feces. “I
used to be given the tests and throw them away,” he admits. That was a mis-
take, he now acknowledges. However, he did do the FOBT this time and it
came back positive, which led him to having a colonoscopy performed.

When Novikoff consulted with well-known gastroenterologist Dr. Allan
Micflikier he was told that he likely had had cancer for about a year. Dr.
Micflikier had a biopsy performed; the biopsy confirmed the cancer diag-
nosis.  After having a CT scan and an MRI done that bleak diagnosis was
confirmed. After meeting with two liver specialists, it was confirmed that
surgery was not an option. The news, moreover, was even worse. The can-
cer had metastasized to his liver. At that point Novikoff became a patient
of CancerCare Manitoba. He began a course of chemotherapy, which is
administered every two weeks – six sessions altogether, and which is ongo-
ing as of the time of writing.

Still, despite the bad news he was given not that long ago, Novikoff
insists that he will maintain a positive attitude. He says he’s determined to
participate in the Kick Butt Run for Cancer September 10, even if it’s only
for part of the run. He adds that he’s scheduled to receive his fifth
chemotherapy treatment two days later.

When asked what the hardest part of coping with cancer has been,
Novikoff says: “The shock of being told is the hardest part; the second
hardest thing was telling my wife.”

Still, he says, “I won’t let anyone feel sorry for me…They tell you all the
side effects you’re likely to experience from chemotherapy (such as nausea
and fatigue), but so far, aside from being a little tired and losing some of
my hair, it hasn’t been that rough.”

Novikoff says that he “will never accept negativity from anyone,” includ-
ing other cancer patients. Maintaining a positive attitude is something he’s
carried throughout his life, he adds. That’s not going to change now.

After speaking with Novikoff, however, I wasn’t quite sure what lessons
I wanted readers to draw from this article. What I haven’t mentioned thus
far is that Novikoff had suggested to me that all adults over the age of 50
have a colonoscopy every five years. I had never heard that kind of advice
offered previously, so I decided to investigate further to see what others

more expert in the field might have to say.
Novikoff now does suggest doing the FOBT test as
a first line of defense at least once every two years.

I ended up chatting with Barry Stein, himself a
cancer survivor, also the founder and president of
the Colorectal Cancer Association of Canada
(CCAC). Stein was first diagnosed with stage 4
colorectal cancer in 1995. Subsequently, it metas-
tasized into his lung. After going through a har-
rowing series of treatments in New York, all of
which he was forced to pay for himself (and which
later became the basis for a landmark lawsuit
against the Province of Quebec), Stein, who had
been a successful lawyer, changed his life’s focus
to raising awareness of colorectal cancer.

I specifically asked Stein about David
Novikoff’s suggestion that everyone over the age
of 50 have a colonoscopy every five years. Stein
said that he understood where Novikoff was com-
ing from, but that the first line of screening for
colon cancer is generally taking the FOBT. He
noted that a colonoscopy is recommended either
when there’s a family history of colorectal cancer
or a genetic predisposition toward colorectal can-
cer. As well, “women who have a history of ovar-
ian, uterine, endometrial or breast cancer have a
somewhat increased risk of developing colorectal
cancer” according to the CCAC website,
http://www.colorectal-cancer.ca.

In that regard, Stein pointed out that Jews of
Ashkenazi descent have one of the highest rates of colorectal cancer in the
world. I’ve deliberately avoided giving a series of statistics about cancer
rates in this article to this point because I had wanted to tell David
Novikoff’s story first, but in light of the fact that Ashkenazi Jews have a
much higher predisposition to colorectal cancer, I thought it important to
cite some of the more pertinent statistics at this point.

According to the Canadian Cancer Society’s website, an estimated
“196,900 new cases of cancer and 78,000 deaths from cancer” were forecast
to occur in 2015. “Lung, breast, colorectal and prostate cancer are the most
common types of cancer in Canada (excluding non-melanoma skin cancer).”

According to the CCAC website, in 2015, “1 in 14 men and 1 in 16
women” were expected to be diagnosed with colorectal cancer. “This
amounts to approximately 25,100 (about 14,000 (56%) men and 11,100
(44%) women) Canadian new cases of colorectal cancer.” Of the total num-
ber of individuals who were expected to be diagnosed with colorectal can-
cer in 2015 it was expected that “approximately 9,300 Canadians would die
from the disease (about 5,100 (55%) men and 4,200 (45%) women).”

However, according to Barry Stein, proper screening, i.e. either through
the FOBT or colonoscopy – depending upon one’s history, would reduce
the number of deaths from colon cancer by 15%. Looking at figures from
Manitoba, Stein said that would mean 340 fewer deaths in this province
alone.

So, while David Novikoff is basing his advice for everyone over the age
50 to have a colonoscopy every five years upon his own experience, the
fact is that not only is having what is, in truth, quite a painful test, he does
agree that the FOBT should be the first line of defence. 

What lessons, therefore, can we draw from Novikoff’s story? Proper
screening, through the simple to take FOBT, every two years, is the first
line of prevention. At the same time, Barry Stein’s own remarkable story of
survival (now some 21 years after he was first diagnosed with what seemed
a certain death sentence) should give hope to any cancer patient. David –
take heart. 

Certainly your posi-
tive attitude is of great
importance in your
outcome. By coming
forward with your
own story let’s hope
that anyone reading
this will take note of
the importance of
proper screening for
colorectal cancer –
and the courage that
you are showing in
not letting your diag-
nosis dampen your
spirit. B’hatslachah,
my friend.

Proper screening the key to preventing colorectal cancer
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Health news

Sandra and David Novikoff celebrating their
50th anniversary in 2015 at the Winnipeg
Beach Synagogue
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According to the CCAC website, in
2015, “1 in 14 men and 1 in 16

women” were expected to be diag-
nosed with colorectal cancer. “This
amounts to approximately 25,100

(about 14,000 (56%) men and
11,100 (44%) women) Canadian
new cases of colorectal cancer.”



First there were there
the Howes, as in the
late Gordie and sons
Marty and Mark. Then
came the Hulls, as in
Bobby and son Brett.
Well, what these
famous father and sons
were to hockey was no
doubt an inspiration to
father Lloyd and son
Dov Secter, only this
time in the world of
architecture. For as certain as the Howes and Hulls made their mark in
hockey, the Secters are doing the same in architecture and design. And just
as Colleen Howe, Gordie’s wife was integral to his and the boys’ success,
so to Marcia Secter, Lloyd’s wife and mother of Dov, has been instrumen-
tal in the Secter appeal.

How did it happen that father and son would end up in the same stream
of architecture collaborating together and practicing almost in the exact
same way? It began with the father Lloyd who, after almost 50 years in the
profession, is a well known fixture in the Winnipeg community in the field
of architecture and beyond. The first family team was Lloyd and Marcia
(formerly Moscovitch). 

The couple, married in 1964. Both graduated from the Faculty of
Architecture - Lloyd in 1965 and Marcia in 1968. That a husband and wife

should graduate as architects is rare today and was even more unusual back
in 1968. The couple soon settled in Winnipeg and three children followed,
the youngest of which was son Dovide, better known as Dov. That very
same Dov followed his father in at least three ways as he moved on in his
career and extra curricular activities.

First of all, Dov became an architect. There is certainly precedent for
father and son Jewish architects in Manitoba, but having said that, rare
would be the next word in making that comment. Max and his son, the late
Morley Blankstein, come to mind. Perhaps it was the pursuit of his father’s
career that ignited Dov or perhaps it was just the natural Secter genes hand-
ed down from both parents that caused Dov to follow father Lloyd’s lead.
Most likely it was the time spent with his father Lloyd at job sites when

From father to son: the Secters - Lloyd & Dov 
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By

GERRY POSNER

LLOYD (left) and DOV SECTER circa 1970

A slightly more recent photo of the Secters, father and son 

Continued on next page.
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column

A new comprehensive English-Yiddish dictionary
just came out. The editors, Gitl Schaechter-Viswanath
and Paul Glasser, based their work on the lexical
research of the late scholar Mordkhe Schaechter.
Now one can say in Yiddish such words as smart-
phone (“Der kluger mobilke”) or cupcake (“Dos tepl
tertl”). Personally, I will keep using the English
words (like Hasidim do) and use this important dic-
tionary to enrich my knowledge of standard Mame-
loshn. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Dov was younger and his getting involved, even in a
small way that triggered this interest in architecture.
As Dov puts it, “I learned a lot though osmosis. It was
those times that really formulated my love of the built
environment. Now, my father and I sit together and
work on a design of a glass and steel house and those
feelings of creating something with my father return.”

The second way that the son and father have been
alike is that both have operated and still do operate out
of home-based offices. One of the reasons that this
mode of practice was chosen was in order to maintain
a “ family “ oriented quality of life. Clearly, the influ-
ence of Lloyd must have been strong, as Dov was
attracted to this lifestyle. 

Lastly, the father and son (and indeed mother) have
made giving back to the community a priority in their
lives. Lloyd was active in the former Ramah School
Board, Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, the Winnipeg
Children’s Museum and later on, for many years he
served on the board and executive of the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue. In fact, there was a period when
Lloyd and Marcia were the core of the House and
Building committee at Shaarey Zedek. 

With Dov, it might be that he learned the lessons of
his father and mother well as, not that very long ago,
he received the Harry Silverberg Young Leader of
Distinction award from the Jewish Federation. He has
been on the  federation’s J- Peg Steering committee
and was responsible, along with his wife Sarah, for the
Eco Shift Lecture in 2012 with Davis Suzuki, which
attracted a huge crowd. 

A member of the federation board since 2012, and in
fact, a key part of the executive, a volunteer for
Chesed Shel Emes and BB Camp, a Big Brother for
JCFS and the winner of the B’Nai Brith Richard
Tapper Memorial Award for spirit and enthusiasm,
Dov is what might be considered very connected to his
community. 

What also ought not be overlooked is that, just as
Marcia was a key player in the growth of Lloyd Secter
as an architect, so too is Sarah (Allentuck), who oper-
ates an art consulting business through the umbrella of
Secter Design. 

She also finds the time to handle all of the social
media and marketing for Dov and was instrumental in
orchestrating and staging their home for the photo
shoot that led to Dov’s rise to fame. 

This fame and the event that shot Dov into the spot-
light recently was recognition for the best contempo-
rary kitchen in his home right in River Heights. The
appliance makers, Sub- Zero and Wolf, held a contest,
receiving over 1,700 entries from 16 countries. 

Secter’s design, on a minimalist theme, and
designed for his own house, was the winner. Secter
calls it a very functional kitchen where “the family all
works together.” Now, you can bet that father Lloyd
and mother Marcia never in their wildest dreams ever
thought that one day their son would be the king of the
kitchen. 

But, kvell they might today and with good reason.
You could say that although the tools of the architec-
ture profession might have changed from pencils and
drafting paper to the computer, the Secters have been
a constant. 

Who knows? With Dov and wife Sarah’s two daugh-
ters now, it might be that a third generation Secter in
architecture is in waiting. 

Continued from previous page.
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Community news

Jewish Manitoban’s contribution
to founding Medicare in Canada
Canadian Medicare got its start in Saskatchewan, but A Jewish

Winnipegger, Mindel Cherniack Sheps, played an important role in
setting it up. On Sunday, September 18, at 2:00 pm in the Multipurpose
Room of the Asper Jewish community Campus (123 Doncaster Street)
Professor Esyllt Jones of the University of Manitoba will present her
research on “Mindel Cherniack Sheps and the founding of Medicare in
Canada.” Professor Jones’ essay won the 2016 Switzer-Cooperstock
Prize for the best essay on western Canadian Jewish History. Professor
Jones is the author of numerous works on Winnipeg history including
Influenza 1918: Disease, Death, and Struggle in Winnipeg (2007). 

Mindel Cherniack Sheps was one of the very few Jewish women to
be accepted by the University of Manitoba during the era of restrictive
quotas. She was active in the CCF and won election to the school
board before going to Saskatchewan to serve as secretary to the Health
Services Commission, which implemented Canada’s medicare system.
Policy differences and personal issues led to Sheps’s departure in
1946. Working in the United States, she became a medical demogra-
pher of international significance.

The Switzer-Cooperstock Prize is awarded biennially and is aimed at
academics, advanced students, and community scholars. For further
information, contact the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada at
(204) 477 – 7467. The past winners are: Professor Theodore Friedgut,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem (Lipton farm colony); Professor
Lynne Marks, University of Victoria (Jewish identity in early British
Columbia); Ms. Chana Thau (Growing up Jewish in small-town
Manitoba); and Prof. David Kaufman, York University (Jews selling
Indian artifacts in British Columbia).

The Multipurpose Room is on the second floor near the entrance to
the Rady Centre Gymnasium. There is elevator access through the
Gray Academy.

The Jewish Heritage Centre 
of Western Canada Inc.

invites you to

The 2016 Switzer Cooperstock Lecture Series

MINDEL CHERNIACK SHEPS AND THE 
FOUNDING OF MEDICARE IN CANADA

by

Prof. Esyllt Jones
Department of History
University of Manitoba

Sunday, September 18, 2:00 pm

Multipurpose Room
Asper Jewish Community Campus

123 Doncaster Street

Admission is free
Refreshments to follow

For further information please contact Stan Carbone at
(204) 477 – 7467 or scarbone@jhcwc.org

Louis Switzer and Rose Switzer (nee Cooperstock)

engaged off-season”.
In terms of numbers,

there were 310
campers altogether for
both the first and sec-
ond sessions. While
the first session has
generally been more
popular than the sec-
ond at BB Camp (in
contrast to Massad,
where the second ses-
sion has been more
popular than the first), this year the second session at BB Camp attracted
130 kids; last year, for instance, the figure was 93.

The six-week Leadership Training Program, which typically attracts 30-
35 participants, had 43 this year. As Tessler-Donen explained, the vast
majority of LTP participants, who are now eligible to be counselors at the
camp next year, have been campers since the age 7.

One of the most interesting aspects of having so many more campers
than usual, according to Tessler-Donen, was the significance she saw in
many campers’ families wanting to become engaged in Jewish life.
“There’s been a shift in priorities for a lot of parents; Jewish engagement
has become more important,” she suggested – “especially for kids who
have left Jewish day schools”. 

As noted, many of the campers were from families recently arrived in
Canada. Tessler-Donen noted that they often live in areas of Winnipeg that
have not been traditional Jewish areas of settlement, such as St. James or
St. Vital and, to a lesser extent, Charleswood. While some of these campers
were recipients of scholarships (as was the case with many Massad
campers, as well), Tessler-Donen thought it significant that many new-
comer parents did not apply for financial aid – an indication of the degree
to which they have adjusted to life here. 

In other news about BB Camp, Tessler-Donen said that the day camp,
known as Camp Playmore, and which has been in existence for seven
years, also had its most successful year to date, attracting some 380
campers in six different sessions. The day camp caters both to Jewish and
non-Jewish campers, with the kids brought out by boat each morning. (The
Jewish kids have families cottaging in the area, Tessler-Donen explained,
while the non-Jewish kids live in the Kenora area full time for the most
part.) “We’re running a non-denominational program alongside a Jewish
program,” she added. What having the day camp has also done, Tessler-
Donen noted, is greatly improve relations between BB Camp and the Town
of Kenora. 

I asked Tessler-Donen whether there had been any major changes to the
camp infrastructure this past summer. She said that the “Stoller light-
house”, named in memory of the late Elaine Stoller, and which was dedi-
cated last summer, was actually not opened until this summer. In addition,
there were new showers – with private shower stalls for campers, as
opposed to the communal showers they replaced; along with several new
roofs; and upgraded flooring in the rec hall.

Looking ahead, Tessler-Donen said that there will be a major announce-
ment this coming November about a new capital campaign. The goal of the
campaign, she said, is threefold: Strengthen the camp’s endowment fund;
pay off the existing mortgage on the land that BB Camp now owns.
(Previously the land was leased from the Town of Kenora.); and invest in
several capital upgrades.

Several donors have already been approached with an eye toward assess-
ing the likely degree of acceptance for the capital campaign, which is under
the chairmanship of Matthew Narvey. “Those donors were very excited
about the campaign,” Tessler-Donen said.

In addition to grants received from the Jewish Foundation and the
Winnipeg Foundation, this past year BB Camp was also a recipient of a
grant from the Province of Manitoba through its Manitoba Community
Places Program, Tessler-Donen said. That was a first for a camp located
outside of Manitoba, she noted.

“Getting that grant will give us leverage to approach the Province of
Ontario”, she suggested, with her reasoning being that “if Manitoba is sup-
porting a camp outside of Manitoba, then so can you.”

Tessler-Donen observed that the camp’s success in attracting so many
newcomer families has encouraged BB Camp to want to continue its
efforts to strengthen community engagement across a broad spectrum.
“We’ll be working with Shaarey Zedek and PJ Library, for instance” she
said, to try and enhance the involvement of newcomers.

Finally, Tessler-Donen noted that both the University of Winnipeg and
University of Manitoba will be making use of the camp next year on days
when the camp will otherwise be unoccupied. “We want to make sure the
camp is fully operational 13 weeks a year,” she said.

As was the case when we wrote about Camp Massad, it is evident that
BB Camp is also reaching new heights of success – a testament to both its
board and administration.

BB Camp
Continued from page 1.

A scene from this summer at BB Camp



The High Holidays are a time of repentance. Repentance is no simple
matter, yet the rituals associated with the High Holidays would suggest the
opposite. Here is an example: On Rosh Hashanah we are all familiar with
the ritual of “Tashlich”. We gather at a body of water, recite a few prayers,
and then throw our sins into the water. As a woman once asked me, “Rabbi,
is it really that easy to rid ourselves of our sins? Is repentance so easy?”
Well if “Tashlich” is any indication, the answer to that question would
appear to be “yes”. 

Here’s another example. One of the central prayers we recite on Yom
Kippur is the “Thirteen Attributes of Mercy” - “Hashem Hashem el rachum
vechanun”. Why is this prayer so central to our High Holiday liturgy? 

The first mention of the prayer in the Torah is immediately after the sin
of the Golden Calf. Once recited, G-d forgives the Jewish nation. Our
Rabbis have an interesting explanation of how the prayer was recited. The
Talmud, in the “Tractate of Rosh Hashanah” 17b explains, “And the Lord
passed before him (Moses) and proclaimed. Said Rabbi Yochanan, had G-
d not said this verse (the thirteen attributes of mercy) we would not have
the right to repeat it. This shows that G-d wrapped himself in a prayer
shawl like the leader of the prayers and taught Moses this prayer. G-d said
to Moses whenever the nation of Israel sins let them recite this prayer
before me and I will forgive them”. This is quite a remarkable statement by
our Rabbis. G-d teaches us a formula that can create instant forgiveness, a
magic formula that guarantees forgiveness. That’s why the “Thirteen
Attributes of Mercy” was inserted into the Yom Kippur liturgy. Back to our
question - is repentance so easy? Well if “The Thirteen Attributes of
Mercy” is any indication, the answer to that question would appear to be
“yes”. 

One more ritual that would seem to suggest that repentance comes easy
is the “Kaparot” practiced on the eve of Yom Kippur. A chicken is swung
around one’s head, and prayers are recited. The words of those prayers sug-
gest that our sins are transferred on to the chicken. In one instant we rid
ourselves of our sins. Is repentance so easy? Well, if “Kaparot” is any indi-
cation, the answer to that question would appear to be “yes”.

In Temple times the climax of the Yom Kippur service was when the
High Priest would throw the goat (“Seir La-azazel”) along with all of our
sins over a cliff. There are many who suggest that the ritual of “Tashlich”
is fashioned after this ritual. Back to our question - “Is repentance so easy?”
Well, if the ceremony of the goat in the Temple is any indication, the
answer to that question would appear to be “yes”.

What are we to make of all these rituals? How does the mere throwing of
breadcrumbs into water, the swinging of chickens over our heads, or the
recitation of a magical formula help us atone for our sins? Is repentance
really that easy?

Maimonides, the great rationalist, answers the question. He states the fol-
lowing: “Our transgressions are not like weights that can be passed from
the back of one person to another. But rather all of these rituals are mere
reminders to bring awe to the soul so that we shall repent.” (Guide to the
Perplexed 3:46)

Not so fast, says Maimonides. Repentance is much more than just throw-
ing breadcrumbs into a river or confessing our sins on to goats or chickens.
The key to any meaningful repentance is the effort that we make to rid our-
selves of our sins. The
rituals are mere triggers
that remind us to put in
the effort. Real repen-
tance starts with us, and
it is very hard work. Our
Rabbis exclaimed,
“Open (through your
repentance) a hole the
size of a needle, and I
will open for you a hole
the size of which wagons
can enter through.”
(Midrash Rabah Shir
Hashirim 5:2) G-d’s
mercy is infinite but it is
we who must open the
first hole and take the
first step. Without that
effort all the bread-
crumbs and all the
chicken swinging will
be of no value. 

It is with this in mind
that we must enter into
Yom Kippur. Our rituals
are very beautiful, but
even more beautiful is
our heartfelt repentance.
Let us not, on the holiest
day of the year, merely
go through the motions.
If Yom Kippur is to have
any meaning, then the
soul searching must
begin well before. We
must all take a long and
hard look at ourselves
and put in the effort to
improve. Only then will
repentance be meaning-
ful. 

May we all be inspired
by the prayers of the day
to reach new heights.
During the coming year
may the All Merciful
inscribe us all into the
Book of Life.

Wishing you all Shana
Tova and Gmar
Chatimah Tova,

Rabbi Yosef
Benarroch

Adas Yeshurun
Herzlia 
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Rabbi’s message

Effort



I usually, at least every
four years, surprise
friends, acquaintances,
relatives, and neighbours
who are prone to asking
me the almost identical
question whenever the
world Olympics come
around. 

Not an unusual occur-

rence since I am a man for all seasons who espe-
cially enjoys most sports to varying degrees, but
primarily major and minor league baseball, hockey,
basketball, and football. Admittedly, not so much
Olympic-style events such as shot putt, discus
throw, javelin, and long jump, which are not for me
what I call “gorgle grabbers.” 

In any event’ I want to make a different point
today; so allow me through illustration to share with
you parts of several columns that I have written in
the past which best demonstrate my steadfast and
inflexible negative attitude towards the Olympics. 

I travel back in time to August of 1936 and the
Olympic Games in Berlin because they best exem-
plify the lack of purity of the event held every four
years. Much of it was Nazi propaganda imagery
and the reality of a  dictatorship rearming for war. 

I recall sitting in the press box of our now defunct
Winnipeg Stadium awaiting the start of a CFL game
between the Stampeders and Bombers when I‘m
approached by then MTN-TV Sports Director Peter
Young and present-day sportscaster and Sports
Director Clayton Dreiger of radio station CHSM. 

“Are you watching the Olympics now?” I’m
asked. 

“No, I don’t make a habit of it. Perhaps inciden-
tally - while channel surfing,” I respond matter of
factly, not particularly wanting to discuss a topic
which may not be of particular interest to my audi-
ence of two. 

“Why?” each inquires in disbelief. 
“Because it’s an event I was long ago turned off

by - back in 1972 when, at the Munich  Olympics
there was the torture and massacre of 11 innocent
Israeli athletes, which took place at the brutal hands
of cowardly Palestinian terrorists. 

“I was also terribly perturbed when I saw several
offspring and relatives of the deceased athletes cry-
ing on CNN because the International Olympic
Committee had declined a request by the Israelis for
some sort of recognition of the tragedy at the open-
ing ceremony so as not to upset certain Middle
Eastern countries.”

If I hadn’t got down off my soapbox I might have
continued on with my usual harangue on the grue-
some subject. Many of you, I am certain, recall the
late, great sportswriter John Robertson,
of the Winnipeg Free Press who, in
1990, weighed in on the subject in his
masterpiece article: 

“Olympics Should be Boycotted.”
As usual that gem of a scribe pulled no
punches. To wit: “The Olympics are
very political, abysmally hypocritical,
crassly commercialized and constantly
manipulated to serve the selfish inter-
ests of a gaggle of weak-kneed and
insufferably snobbish lords and
barons.”

Back to the present: I don’t mean to
be critical in any way, shape, or form,
but I listened to the radio on the day
following the closing ceremonies of

the Rio Games when two young
broadcasters were discussing
amongst themselves the main events
of the previous two weeks which they
enjoyed most. I was especially inter-
ested in what they had to say about
the extravaganza because I believed
they may have been of my faith.

I concluded that I may have had the
problem and not them. The issue is
obviously mine and not theirs, since I
couldn’t much relate to much of what
they were discussing; nor could I
share their sheer delight because
we’re generations apart….lest I for-
get. 

I, due to my difference in age, can
still, for example, vividly recall exact-
ly where I was and what I was doing

when President John F. Kennedy was assassinated
in 1963 and not because November 22nd is my date
of birth. 

By the same token, I can readily recall like yes-
terday where I was and what I was doing when
eight Arabs, members of the “Black September”
movement, live and on world-wide television in liv-
ing color, had transformed the Munich Olympics
into an international stage of terror. 

While I’m into it, even some of the youngest will
recall the day of infamy, when more than 2700 men,
women and children were killed on September
11/2001 in the second terrorist attack on the World
Trade Centre. 

You see, historically speaking, 1963 and 1972
may have been nothing but a date to many of the
young that would be worth a mark or two on a
social studies test in junior high school. Just as I
once learned, and I don’t know why I recall the date,
that the “Defeat of the Spanish Armada” took place
in 1588. So what, I wasn’t there at the time. That’s
ancient history for me.

How can one take much joy in the Olympics
when more than a few nations, such as Russia, have
politicians and leaders like Putin who lie awake
nights trying to figure out how they can best beat the
system by pulling the wool over the eyes of officials
and competitors in order to gain more than a razor-
thin edge over opponents who trained their hardest
and gave it their best? The cheating, the lying, and
the doping are repulsive to the max. 

And guess what: They can’t even catch all the
cheaters anymore because the drugs are becoming
too sophisticated and difficult to detect. Enjoy the
Olympics if you will; they’re not my cup of tea. 

In any event, the chances of my watching the next
Olympics are about as likely as your purchasing a
hot pastrami sandwich on rye, fries, and a cold coke,
for $1.99 and tax free, to boot. 

POST PATTER: 
• The 41st running of the PHIL KIVES Race, for-

merly known as the Agassiz, was re-named after
Manitoba’s all-time leading owner-breeder, who
died earlier this year and features two horses on

And how did you enjoy the Rio Olympics, dear reader?
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Continued on next page.

The 11 murdered Israeli athletes 
and coach at the 1972 Munich Olympics
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• HOMES     • COTTAGES     • ADDITIONS
• RENOVATIONS   • WINDOWS + DOORS 

• ROOFING   • SIDING   • DECKS   • FOUNDATIONS 

Gimli (204) 642-8488 or Wpg. Direct: 757-2242

DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE
Dave LaRocque or Cliff SveinsonCall:

August 19,20, bred by current leading breeder in
Manitoba, Cam Ziprick and company.

• A soon-to-be miracle worker, Theo Nathanial
Epstein, is quietly doing his due diligence in the
front office of the Chicago Cubs of the National
League and may soon deliver a World Series title
to legions of frustrated Windy City fans. 

The Cubs officially introduced the handsome 42-
year-old in late October of 2011 as President of
Baseball Operations following front office jobs
with the San Diego Padres and the Boston Red
Sox. 

The Yale University grad, who studied Law at
the University of San Diego, had the kind of begin-
ning that might easily cause any aspiring employ-
ee to begin second-guessing himself as to his life
choices. i.e. Did I make an unrealistic decision in
trying to bring a title to a city that hasn’t won a
championship in 108 years? 

In his initial season of 2011, the Cubs’ record
was 71-91, followed by 61-101 in 2012, and then
66-96 in 2013. 73-89 in 2014 wasn’t a whole lot

better either. Finally a remarkable breakthrough
last season as Chicago glided to an astonishing 97-
65 record and actually played a post-season game. 

So, how are things doing in 2016? Chicago, with
only 36 of 162 regular season games remaining in
the regular season schedule has a record of 81-45
for a win percentage of .643 in late August which
is the best in all of major league baseball. 

How well received are the Cubbies as they are
affectionately called? If you want to buy season’s
tickets, there is apparently a waiting list as long as
that of the Toronto Maple Leafs hockey franchise.

Thanks, of course, in no small way to Theo
Epstein who is married to Marie Whitney, a
Roman Catholic. They have two sons together
named Jack and Andrew. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hockey for
Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news
about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia
Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Sparks fly between MLA and “defensive”reporter

Continued from previous page.

By BERNIE BELLAN
Sparks flew at the Gwen Secter

Centre on Thursday, August 18,
when I attempted to ask questions of
the newly elected Member of the
Legislature for St. Johns, Nahanni
Fontaine.

The occasion was what was billed
as “coffee and conversation” with
Fontaine. Presumably, Marilyn
Regiec, executive director of Gwen
Secter Centre, did not anticipate any-
thing more than a sedate gathering of
seniors. Then again, Marilyn should
have known that when she was also
issuing the invitation to the likes of
me that there might be something
more than a quiet afternoon in store.

You see, I had already met Ms.
Fontaine once previously, when I
had moderated a panel of candidates
in St. Johns constituency on March
31, prior to the recent provincial
election. Fontaine didn’t take kindly
to me at that event either. Here is
how Marty Boroditsky, a.k.a. Marty
Gold, described what happened
when I posed the first question of the
evening back in March to Ms.
Fontaine: 

“The gamble by NDP hopeful Nahanni Fontaine
to impress a crowd made up mostly of Jewish
Baba’s and Zaida’s at a St. Johns riding town hall
on March 31st, collapsed almost immediately
when she begged off answering the first basic
election question.

“ ‘I understand very little about debts and
deficits’ she told moderator Bernie Bellan in
explaining she was not willing to answer a ques-
tion about the NDP budget plan to the gathering at
the Gwen Sector Centre.

“ ‘I know the NDP has a plan to bring more jobs
to the economy – my priorities are the marginal-
ized of the marginalized.’ ”

In his reporting on the evening, Boroditsky
described Fontaine’s defensiveness throughout the
entire evening, as she was asked questions from
the audience about various topics, including: her
role in having Osborne House (a shelter for abused
women) defunded by the NDP government; why,
in her capacity as the special advisor to the Cabinet
on aboriginal women’s issues she had done noth-
ing to help the staff of the Native Women’s
Transition Centre when the staff had asked her for
help in dealing with a toxic workplace; and
whether Manitoba Hydro’s board of directors was
politically biased. (In answer to that question, she

said that the “premise”
of the question was
“unfair”. As you’ll see
if you read on, “unfair”
is a term Fontaine likes
to use when she does-
n’t like a particular
question.)

Since her election to
the legislature,
Fontaine has been in
the news quite a bit. A
search of the Winnipeg
Free Press’s website
shows that the vast
majority of stories that
have reported on her
have focused on her
concerns about aborig-
inal women. 

As Fontaine stood up
to speak at Gwen
Secter Centre, she
spent approximately
one hour telling her
life story to the some
20 individuals who
were gathered there.
Her story is a com-

pelling one: Born to a woman who had been
forced into prostitution and who was a drug addict,
Fontaine’s father was a Métis from Quebec who
was a drug dealer.

Despite her harrowing childhood, during which
she suffered sexual abuse herself, Fontaine man-
aged to complete a masters degree in Native
Studies, Women’s Studies and Critical Theory at
the University of Manitoba. 

According to an NDP website, “Before entering
politics, Nahanni worked as Special Advisor on
Aboriginal Women’s Issues for the Indigenous
Issues Committee of Cabinet of Manitoba, with a
special focus on Missing & Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls (MMIWG).

“She also worked as an Environmental
Researcher for Sagkeeng First Nation and taught
in the Native Studies department at the University
of Manitoba.”

Given her background and the predominant
association that she herself has encouraged as
being a spokesperson for native women, I thought
it fair to ask Fontaine whether she is only con-
cerned with issues relating to native women. In
prefacing my question, I referred to the long tradi-
tion of St. Johns having produced some very well-

NAHANNI FONTAINE
Member of the Legislature for
St. Johns as she gets upset with
me, saying the question that I
asked her was “unfair”, that I
was “defensive”, and that I was
displaying “animosity”.
(Funny - that’s what my wife
says about me, too.)

Continued on page 17.  See “Nahanni
Fontaine”.



In a previous article
about the Cosman
family of Winnipeg, I
included a photo that
included Earl Schultz
with the Cosmans and
an additional photo of
Earl and me taken at
Winnipeg Beach. I

also mentioned in my article that I had lost track
of Earl and asked if any of my readers had any
information about him.

On Monday, August 8th, 2016, I received a
phone call from Gerry Finkle of Winnipeg, with
some further information about the late Dr. Earl
Schultz. He referred me to Jack Kaplan, who
provided me with the following information:
Earl graduated in medicine from the University
of Manitoba, probably in the late 40s or early
50s.

From there Earl Schultz went to the University
of Minnesota to do postgraduate work. in anes-
thesiology, and remained there for the rest of his
life. I also received an email from Earl’s sister,
Molly Kaplan, who lives in Los Angeles, con-
firming that Earl died in April 1969 at age 44,
due to cardiac arrest.

Speaking of friendships I made at Winnipeg
Beach in the 1930s I have attached  a photo
taken there in 1937. It includes me with Charles
G. Smith, kneeling and Mannie Wiseman and
Mervyn ?? standing in the back. The late Mannie
Wiseman graduated in optometry and practised
in Winnipeg for a number of years. Is there any-
one who can give me more information about
Mervyn you can contact me through The Jewish
Post & News.

You would think that, after the wonderful boy-
hood activities  I had at Winnipeg Beach, that my
wife Nora and I would look toward the “beach”
when we were ready to consider a summer cot-
tage.............wrong! We heard in the late 50s that
the Falcon Lake resort in the Whiteshell
Provincial Park was opening cottage lots for sale
on a 20 year lease! We got together with the
Kimelmans (Ed and Zel), and the Kettners (Pat
and Paul) and took the 87 mile drive on Highway
no. 1 East to investigate. The topography was
considerably different from the “beach!” The
lakeshore lots were all taken, so we had to make

bids on second tier lots on the south shore. 

We were able to secure a fully treed lot for
$35.00! Well, we could manage that. The hook-
er was that we had to clear this lot, and construct
a 20 foot by 24 foot cottage within a year! We
managed to clear an opening in the trees for our
cabin, and had a contractor build a cabin for us.
We used that as a base to build the remaining
two cottages. How about that? We were pio-
neers. More about this in future issues.

I read recently that some younger people have
developed neck problems from constant viewing
of their i-Phones.  Apple Corporation and similar
companies have done a wonderful job in market-
ing their smart phones!

Then there was the story about a drunk sitting
in a bar next to a man and his wife.

Suddenly the drunk lets out a tremendous
belch!

“How dare you!” says the man, angrily. “ What
do you mean, belching before my wife.”

“Pardon me said the drunk, I had no idea that
it was the lady’s turn.”
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We are seniors
The “beach” was great, but Falcon Lake is where I ended up

Taken at Winnipeg Beach July 1937
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By

HARRY WARREN

(JTA) – In a first for an Orthodox congrega-
tion in Israel, a woman has been hired as a spir-
itual leader at a Jerusalem synagogue.

Karmit Feintuch will serve at the Ramban
synagogue alongside Rabbi Benny Lau, the
Jerusalem Post reported Monday. She will have
the title “rabbanit.”

A committee of the religious Zionist syna-
gogue in the Katamon neighborhood unani-
mously approved the hiring earlier this month,
according to the Post. Feintuch, who has served
as an educator at the Migdal Oz seminary in the
West Bank since 2008, is expected to start in
September.

She will deal “with all aspects of the spiritual
life of the community and the connection
between man and God,” Lau said.

Feintuch will be the first female communal
leader at an Orthodox synagogue in Israel,
according to the Post. In 2015, Jennie
Rosenfeld became the first female communal
spiritual leader to serve the Orthodox commu-
nity of a town, the West Bank settlement of
Efrat.

Since the establishment of Yeshivat Maharat,
a New York seminary ordaining Orthodox
women spiritual leaders, a number of modern
Orthodox synagogues in the United States have
hired women for leadership positions.

In January, the Mount Freedom Jewish Center
in Randolph, New Jersey, made history when it
hired Rabbi Lila Kagedan, a Yeshivat Maharat
graduate who is the first to adopt the title of

“rabbi.”
Many Orthodox Jews are vehemently

opposed to the idea of women rabbis, and sev-
eral mainstream Orthodox rabbis and institu-
tions have ruled that ordaining female rabbis
violates Jewish law.

In October, the main association of modern
Orthodox rabbis, the Rabbinical Council of
America, passed a resolution reaffirming its
opposition and barring member rabbis from hir-
ing women with clergy-like titles.

The haredi Orthodox Agudath Israel of
America has said that institutions like Yeshivat
Maharat that support female rabbis “reject the
basic tenets of our faith, particularly the author-
ity of the Torah and its Sages.”

Lau told the Post that Feintuch will help the
synagogue grow.

“All congregations must, like a tree, renew
themselves, grow and develop,” he said.
“Karmit is going to help our community grow
bigger, sweeter and more beautiful fruit and this
is why we have made this appointment.”

Asked if he was concerned about a conserva-
tive backlash against the appointment, Lau told
the Post: “I am not really interested in what peo-
ple will say.

“More than 50 percent of the community are
women, so why shouldn’t there be a woman in
a leadership role?” he said. “So this isn’t some-
thing we feel is a radical step.”

In Israeli first, Orthodox Jerusalem synagogue hires female spiritual leader

(JTA) – A new discovery by Israeli and
German researchers could be the key to stop the
spread of melanoma, the deadliest kind of skin
cancer.

The scientists found the method by which
melanoma spreads from its original site and how
to stop the metastasis before it turns deadly,
according to a study published online Monday in
Nature Cell Biology.

“The threat of melanoma is not in the initial
tumor that appears on the skin, but rather in its
metastasis – in the tumor cells sent off to colo-
nize in vital organs like the brain, lungs, liver
and bones,” said the study’s lead researcher, Dr.
Carmit Levy, according to The Jerusalem Post.

“We have discovered how the cancer spreads
to distant organs and found ways to stop the
process before the metastatic stage,” added
Levy, of Tel Aviv University’s Sackler School of
Medicine.

The Tel Aviv University researchers collabo-
rated closely with scientists at two Israeli hospi-
tals – the Sheba Medical Center in Ramat Gan
and the Wolfson Medical Center in Holon – as
well as the German Cancer Research Center in
Heidelberg.

Prior to metastasizing, melanoma tumors send
out vesicles containing small RNA particles that
cause changes in the surrounding skin, according
to the findings.

Israeli-German discovery could help cure deadly skin cancer
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known Members of the Legislature, such as Gord
Mackintosh and Saul Cherniack. (Later someone
pointed out that I should have included Judy
Waslycia-Leis in that list.) I said to her that I never
knew anything about Gord Mackintosh’s ethnic
background and that even though Saul Cherniack
was Jewish, I said that “I didn’t think he would
have been identified as representing the Jewish
community more than any other community.”

I compared her stance to that of Kevin Chief
who, although also native, “reflects a wider diver-
sity of population than natives alone”. I asked her,
therefore, whether “she considered it her mandate
to represent only native women?”

As was the case during the pre-election forum
on March 31, when Fontaine described the ques-
tion about the bias of Hydro’s board as “unfair”,
she answered me saying, “So, quite honestly, and
I mean this respectfully and honestly, I think that’s
an unfair question.”

Subsequently, Fontaine said to me: “I’m not
sure why you’re getting so defensive with me.”
(Defensive? I think the word she was looking for
was “offensive”.)  “I’m not sure why every time I
meet you…”

I interrupted, saying, “This is (only) the second
time.”

Fontaine continued: “I’m not sure why you’re
having such animosity toward me.”

“Animosity?” I said. “I’m asking a question.”
“Before you attempt to ask me an erroneous

question,” Fontaine continued, “maybe you
should watch a bit of Question Period.”

And with that, even though I had wanted to ask
another question, I was cut off.

So - why write about this, you may be wonder-
ing? I actually rather like Nahanni Fontaine. She’s
articulate, has a compelling back story, and is
capable of achieving much in the political sphere.
But - she has an incredibly thin skin and is all too
quick to play the race card. 

I had been quite aware of Fontaine’s predilec-
tion for blaming “whites” for the problems afflict-
ing natives. Nowadays it’s not all that difficult to
find something that someone may have said or

written in the past that reveals that person’s true
thinking.

Here is something that reveals much about her
true attitude and that was written about Fontaine
in a 2006 article in The Manitoban (the University
of Manitoba student newspaper) at a time when
she was working on a PhD in native studies (but
which she didn’t complete): 

“Unfortunately as a result of the introduction of
Christianity and forced Christian marriages, the
incorporation into a wage-economy, residential
schools, and the introduction of alcohol,
Aboriginal men’s and women’s roles have signif-
icantly changed,” said Fontaine.

Later, in that same article:
“Aboriginal gangs are the product of our colo-

nized and oppressed space within Canada” said
Fontaine, “a space [that] brought with it inequity,
racism, dislocation, marginalization, and cultural
and spiritual alienation.”

“It is a space of physical and cultural genocide
that continues to exist in and at this very moment,”
added Fontaine.

In 2010, Fontaine attacked the idea of giving
public money to a Youth for Christ funded youth
centre at Main and Higgins. Here is what a CBC
report at the time had to say, in describing her
opposition to the project:

“Nahanni Fontaine, director of justice for the
Southern Chiefs Organization, an advocacy group
for First Nations people in southern Manitoba,
said giving public money to the project would be
like contributing to the contemporary version of
residential schools under the guise of helping
youth.

“ ‘[We] saw religion used as an abusive and vio-
lating mechanism in which to assimilate aborigi-
nal children into Euro-Canadian mainstream,’ she
said.”

At one time St. Johns constituency had the most
number of Jews of any provincial constituency.
Those days are long past, although there is still a
significant number of Jews who reside in St.
Johns. Is it fair to ask whether Nahanni Fontaine
is interested in representing the interests of every-
one who lives in St. Johns? Fontaine says that ask-
ing the question itself is unfair.

Is it?

They take no
p r i s o n e r s .
And, like any
good Jewish
gathering, they

eat as much as possible (often one handed,
thanks to the ever-present deck of cards). 

Each year, parents and children, cousins and
aunts and uncles play with each other as a
team, or against each other, battling well into
the early evening for a chance to take home
the coveted Cribbage Tournament trophy. This
year was no different. In the late afternoon sun
on August 6th, the final four players came
down to the mother/son team of Shirley and
Harvey Chochinov, and two cousins, Jeremy
Ryant and Joseph Hodgson. Ultimately, it was
the Chochinovs that who emerged victorious
and, with cameras rolling, the winners were
congratulated, and the losers consoled with
warm hugs and assurances that next year it
would surely go their way. 

The 25th anniversary has come and gone
and the decorations will likely remain affixed
to the walls on Hazel Avenue until next year,
when Brenda Ryant, the heart and soul of the
tournament, declares its next theme. And just
as it does every year, planning shall will take
place well in advance, lest anyone double
book the Tournament weekend. Nothing can
stand in the way of the mighty boards.
Nothing can hinder the endless pursuit of the
finish line. Nothing can silence the exhilarat-
ing calls of “fifteen for two!” 

After spending the better part of a week
filming the preparations and the tournament
itself, Rypp was left with hours of interviews
and footage that will now be cut into a short
film. She plans to have it ready for next year’s
tournament. When asked what she found spe-
cial about the Wolodarsky Cribbage
Tournament, Rypp summed it up succinctly:
“[the family] doesn’t even really care about
winning, they just want to take the opportuni-
ty to enjoy each other’s company.” And with
enthusiasm for the tournament at an all time
high, that enjoyment will surely continue for
many years to come. 

Nahanni Fontaine
Continued from page 15.

Cribbage
Continued from page 3.
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From sports announcing
to the rabbinate –
Matthew Leibl is 

making a major move
By BERNIE BELLAN

It’s not unheard of for someone to combine
sports with being a rabbi, although generally
one would think of a genteel sport such as soft-
ball as being more appropriate to someone of
the rabbinical persuasion, as Harvey Rosen
might say.

In the 1950s, 60s, and 70s for instance, there
was an Israeli wrestler by the name of Rafael
Halperin who wrestled professionally in the
United States and Canada, later in Israel, where
he is credited with popularizing professional
wrestling. An Orthodox Jew, Halperin later
entered the rabbinate. (He was also a success-
ful businessman, operating a chain of optical
centres.)

I bring this up only as a preface to another
interesting story about someone who has com-
bined sports with religion: Our own Matthew
Leibl (who has gone by the name Matt Leibl
during his six-year radio career on local radio
station TSN 1290).

Although we received a press release from
the Shaarey Zedek announcing Leibl’s deci-
sion to begin studies toward the rabbinate, I
have to admit that I hadn’t read that announce-
ment, which was received Friday, August 19,
until after I happened to be listening to TSN
1290 Monday morning, August 22.

I was actually riding my bike to our office
when I heard a caller ask Leibl: “Matt, what’s
this career move that I heard you mention
you’re going to be making?”

I couldn’t believe my ears when I heard Leibl
say that he was going to become more involved
with his synagogue and was about to begin
studying to be a rabbi. Wow! I don’t recall ever
hearing an announcement like that on the radio
before. 

As soon as I got to the office I dashed off an
email to Leibl, asking him whether we could
talk about what he was about to be doing.
Being the ever cordial sort that he is, Leibl
responded within minutes, and we arranged to
have a conversation the next day.

When we began conversing, I asked Leibl
whether he preferred to be known as Matthew
or Matt? (My own late brother had changed his
name from Matthew to Matt when he was in
his teens, I told him.) 

To my surprise, Leibl said that Matt is simply
a name he uses on the radio, as it has a better
ring than Matthew. So, Matthew it is from now
on – soon to be Rabbi Leibl.

We traced Leibl’s interesting career path that
has led him to the point where he is currently.
Interestingly, one of the first things he
remarked upon is that he used to be a high
school reporter for us back in 2001, when he
attended Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate. (A look
at our archives from that period also reveals
Leibl’s singing talent as the star of the school
musical that year, “Bye Bye Birdie”. As well,
he is well known as a terrific keyboard player,
having served in that role with the Chai Folk
Ensemble for a number of years.)

Following completion of his B.A. at the
University of Manitoba, in 2007 Leibl entered
into a one-year journalism program at King’s
College in Halifax. (He notes that he had his
first exposure to radio hosting Sid Halpern’s
Yiddish radio program from 2006-7.)

Continued on next page.
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Community news Rady JCC launches 
In the Know 

New Daytime Lecture and Discussion Series
The Rady JCC invites everyone to join us on Mondays from 12:00 -1:30 pm
for a new daytime series featuring different lectures and discussions on a vari-
ety of topics as well as arts presentations.  Programs on a selection of subjects
including arts, business, world issues, and much more will be featured. The
programs will include lunch followed by an engaging and interesting talk or
arts presentation with a guest presenter. 

September 12 Donna Carreiro 
In 2013, CBC Producer Donna Carreiro accompanied Winnipegger Susan
Griffiths to take advantage of Switzerland’s assisted suicide law. With the
recent changes in Canada’s own laws, Griffith’s story takes on more impor-
tance. Donna will share the experience of being with Griffiths through her
final days.

September 26 Maureen Scurfield 
Maureen Scurfield A.K.A. “Miss Lonelyhearts,” has been around” so to
speak. She started out as a teacher, moved to journalism, created an advice
column and also happens to be a successful businesswoman. Maureen shares
her story with In the Know.

October 31 James Manishen 
James Manishen is the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra’s, Artistic Operations
Associate. His knowledge of the music world is vast and in this stimulating
talk, Manishen looks at the age old question, should Richard Wagner’s music
be played in Israel?

November 14 Lara Rae 
Lara Rae is the Artistic Director of the Winnipeg Comedy Festival and a
regular contributor to CBC Radio, including the Debaters. She’s also been
nominated for several awards including a Gemini. Lara has a deep appreci-
ation of why humour is so important to Jews. Her talk is all about Jewish
humour in literature.

December 12 Martin Cash
Winnipeg Free Press business columnist Martin Cash has been writing about
the top business stories in Manitoba for more than two decades. He’s received
several honours over the years for his work and also wrote the book,
Winnipeg: A Prairie Portrait.

Register in advance by contacting the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or at .
Program fee of $8 M/ $10 M per session includes lunch. In the Know is gen-
erously supported by the New Horizons for Seniors programs. 

Prior to that, however, Leibl had
been involved with the Shaarey

Zedek from the age 19, beginning in 2004, when he became “Chazzan
Sheni”. “I was also the main Torah reader for Shabbat and the high holy-
days,” he notes. As well, Leibl was the principal bar and bat mitzvah
teacher while he was there.

I asked him whether he always had an interest in synagogue life
because, quite frankly, not many individuals in their late teens remain
connected to the synagogue, other than Orthodox teens. Leibl explains
that he grew up in what he describes as a “traditional family”. 

“We observed the high holidays,” he says. “We would go to my baba
and zaide’s (Arnice and Harold Pollock, z”l, parents of Matthew’s moth-
er, Ellen) house every Friday for Shabbes,” he says. (Leibl’s parents on
his father Stewart’s side are both deceased, he explains.)

“I was always very interested in the Jewish classes at Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate “(which was what the school, now known as the Gray
Academy alone, was still called back when Leibl attended), he says. As
well, he loved being mentored by two cantors when he was a young man:
Sanford Cohen and Gerry Daien.

“Because I was young and because I was enthusiastic, I gravitated to
shul,” Leibl notes. Even when he was living in Halifax, Leibl remained
close to the Jewish community, he says. Following his year at King’s
College, Leibl took a job with the Atlantic Jewish Council.

In 2010 Leibl returned to
Winnipeg. The Shaarey Zedek
welcomed him immediately,
saying he could have his old
job as Chazzan Sheni back.
Coincidentally, that same year
radio station 1290 made the
switch from an oldies format
to all-sports. Leibl applied for
a job there and was hired as an
announcer. In time he became
the host of a very popular
morning show called “The Big
Show”, in which he teamed
with former Winnipeg Blue
Bomber Troy Westwood to
offer witty commentary about
the world of sports, along with
taking calls from listeners.

During his time as morning host, 1290’s ratings have been quite good,
Leibl says. “We’re typically number four in the ratings for our time slot”
(for all Winnipeg radio stations), “often as high as number two.”

Still, as much as he had been enjoying success in his radio career, along
with being able to continue performing a major role at the Shaarey
Zedek, Leibl says that there was something lacking in his life.

“The last couple of years I realized I’m not going to be pursuing a radio
career; I wanted something more meaningful,” he observes. “Rabbi
Green had asked me whether I’d be interested in being a rabbi,” so it was
a natural progression to decide to enter into study for the rabbinate.

With Rabbi Green planning on retiring in 2018, Leibl says that both he
and Cantor Anibal Maas will begin studies together immediately after
Labour Day toward being ordained as rabbis in a program run by an orga-
nization known as the Jewish Spiritual Leaders Institute.

“JSLI is a liberal oriented program that prepares rabbis for the modern
world,” Leibl says. “The emphasis is on ‘tikkun olam’ ”, he adds. “It tar-
gets people who already have roles in their synagogues.”

When asked how this quite liberal approach to Judaism squares with
the Shaarey Zedek tradition, Leibl responds that “most Shaarey Zedek
congregants are secular Jews – just like me.”

He goes on to say that he admits he’s not Shabbes observant, but he
“doesn’t see a problem with that. The answer I get from people is that
they could care less about that than ever before.”

Leibl says that his “calling is to serve the community”. He’s already
made a major contribution to the new Shabbat morning service, with his
keyboard stylings, in addition to his role in developing the new siddur
now in use.

Given the fairly enthusiastic reception the innovations to services at the
Shaarey Zedek have been receiving , Leibl expects that the gradual tran-
sition to his and Anibal Maas’s adopting a team approach to serving as
joint rabbis will also be equally well received.

As for his soon-to-be abandoned role as a successful sports announcer,
Leibl says that he’s received nothing but encouragement for what must be
considered a radical career move, both from his colleagues and listeners.
I, for one, will miss Leibl’s frequent references to his Jewish background,
such as his rhapsodizing over his baba’s chicken soup. Given his candor
– and quick wit, on the radio, it will be interesting to see how that trans-
lates into a career as a rabbi. Now, if he could only persuade Troy
Westwood to join him on the bimah occasionally…

Continued from previous page.

“The last couple of years
I realized I’m not going
to be pursuing a radio
career; I wanted some-
thing more meaningful.
Rabbi Green had asked
me whether I’d be inter-
ested in being a rabbi,”

so it was a natural 
progression to decide to
enter into study for the

rabbinate.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

AUGUST  31

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM BAKER
who passed away
August 5, 2013
29 Days in Av

— Forever in our hearts and
still deeply missed by his
children and grandchildren.

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of
our dear mother and

grandmother

MARGARET
BOOKHALTER

who passed away
August 23, 1979

30 Days in Av, 5739

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MATHESON
(MATT) BURKE

who passed away
August 14, 1996
29 Days in Av

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MURRAY
GOLUB

who passed away
August 26, 2014
1st day in Elul

“Loving memories will never die.
You are always with us.”
– We will forever remember your
gentle smile and positive outlook.
Sorely missed and forever
loved by your wife, Marilyn,
your sons, Mark and Michael
and by family and friends.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IDA HECHT
who passed away
September 1, 2011

2 days in Elul
— Forever remembered with
love and admiration by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

PEARL KRAUT
HUBAR

who passed away
August 20, 1982
1st Day in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children and family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JUDGE EDWIN

KIMELMAN
who passed away
September 2, 2007

Just as you were you will always stay
Loved and remembered every day
— Your loving wife Zel,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CELIA LIPKIN
who passed away
September 1, 2011

2 days in Elul
Forever in our hearts
A woman of strenght, courage,
kindness and devotion
— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SYLVIA MIRIAM
POLLOCK
who passed away
August 31, 2011
2 Days in Elul

Forever loved and missed.
— Your loving family.

In Memoriam In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRENE
RABINOVITCH

who passed away
September 1, 1959

28 Days in Av, 5719
—Ever remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

who passed away

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH RAIZEN

August 14, 1988
2 Days in Elul

EVELYN RAIZEN
September 5, 1985

19 Days in Elul
— Always remembered with much love and sadly missed by your
daughters Marilyn, Karen, Janice and their families

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BETTY
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
August 27, 2003
28th Day of Av

— Truly loved and deeply
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

BENJAMIN
SHAPIRO
who passed away
August 28, 1984
1st Day in Elul

— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
SILVERBERG

who passed away
August 17th, 1966

1 Elul 5726
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

RIVA
WEINSTEIN

who passed away
August 30, 1962
30 Days in Av

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
family.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

SEPT.  7
In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dear husband, father

& grandfather

WILLIAM
SIMCES

who passed away
August 11th, 1969

27 Days in Av
— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ROSE SWITZER
who passed away
September 1, 1992

3 Days in Elul
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandson and family.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

PHILIP WEISS
Survivor and Witness

Husband, Father,
Zaida, Brother

who passed away
September 3, 2008

3 Days in Elul

Forever remembered with
love and admiration by his
children, Francie and Eric,
Beverly and Bryan, his
grandchildren Abby, Jill,
Richard, Erin, Evan, Michael
and Lainie, his brother Leo
and sister-in-law  Evelyn,
and his nieces and nephews.

In loving memory of our
father, grandfather, and

great-grandfather

JACK BARISH
who passed away
August 24th, 1988

11 Days in Elul
Corresponding to

September 14, 2016
Gone is the face we loved so dear.
Silent is the voice we loved to hear.
Remembering you is easy.
We do it every day.
Missing you is the hardest part
As the pain never goes away.
No longer in our lives to share.
But in our hearts forever there.
— Your loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DEBY BLANK
who passed away

September 5th, 1995
10 Days in Elul

Twenty-one years have passed
and in our minds it's still so
hard to bear, but in our hearts
your memory will constantly
be there.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH GERSHON
KAPLAN

who passed away
August 21, 1966
5 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARA
SIMOVITCH

who passed away
September 7, 2000

8 days in Elul
Sadly missed along lifes way
Quietly remembered every day
No longer in our hearts to share
But in our hearts she is always there
With aches in our hearts
and tears in our eyes
we light the sixteenth candle
in your beautiful memory.
— Always remembered with
much love & sadly missed by
your children Sandra, Ean,
Harvey, Rona, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren & family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZORA STERN
who passed away
August 25, 2001
6 Days in Elul

We will always love and
remember you.
—Your husband Walter, son
Lewis and wife Debbie,
grandson Max and
granddaughter Sawyer, and
son David and wife Marsha
and grandsons Zev, Nathan
and Jason.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEONARD B.
WIENER

who passed away
September 7, 2008

7 days in Elul
— Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Arlene, daughter Robyn, son
Mark (Lorie), stepchildren
Stuart (Denise), Selyna,
grandchildren Caitlyn,
Jessica, Jared and Zachary
and family and friends.

In loving memory of

PEARL YAFFE
May 10, 1918 - Aug. 17, 2013

who passed away
11 days in Elul 5773

We love you. We miss you. You
inspire us each and every day.

In our hearts you will live
forever.
— Martin, Clifford, Richard
and families

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
YAKIR

who passed away
September 3, 2014

8 days in Elul
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

SAMUEL
ZAIFMAN
who passed away
August 31, 1957

4 Days in Elul 5717
Time has not diminished our
memory of you.
— Kenneth Zaifman and
Sharon Zaifman-Kravitz and
their families.

Israel sold
arms to

Argentina
used in ’82

Falklands War
against UK,
British files

say
(JTA) – Israel

sold weapons to
Argentina that were
used to bomb
British soldiers dur-
ing the height of the
Falklands War in
1982, newly declas-
sified documents
from the British
Foreign Office
show.

Among Israel’s
military exports to
the Argentine mili-
tary were Skyhawk
jets, which killed
dozens of British
troops in the con-
flict, the British
daily The Telegraph
reported Wednes-
day, citing the docu-
ments.

The Falklands War lasted 10 weeks between
April and June 1982, after Argentina invaded
the Falkland Islands off its coast in an attempt
to wrest them from British control. The U.K.
successfully repelled Argentine forces and
retained the islands, which had been British
colonies since the early 19th century. Over 600
Argentines and more than 250 British soldiers
were killed in the fighting.

The declassified British documents state that
after initially denying its involvement in the
war, Israel by 1984 had admitted that it sup-
plied Argentina with arms to sustain its
weapons industry. The Jewish state also rea-
soned that Britain at the time was arming
Israel’s enemies throughout the Middle East.

“Israel was one of the few countries to sup-
ply Argentina with arms during the Falklands
conflict,” C.W. Long, then-head of the Near
East and North Africa department of the U.K.’s
Foreign Office, said in a 1984 memo, accord-
ing to the Telegraph report.

A document dated Nov. 16, 1984 shows that
then-British Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe
personally asked the Israeli government to
refrain from selling arms to Argentina.

“I do not believe the Israelis are to be moved
on this issue,” Long said in the document.

The British documents say that Israel was
also selling weapons to Argentina before and
after the conflict. Haaretz reported that Israel’s
arms exports to the Argentinian junta, or mili-
tary government in charge of the country
between 1976 and 1983, were estimated at
approximately $700 million.

Ehud Olmert requests early
prison release

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Former Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert officially submit-
ted a request for early release from prison,
where he is serving a 19-month sentence on a
corruption conviction.

An attorney for Olmert, the first Israeli prime
minister to serve jail time, submitted the
request on Wednesday. A hearing on the
request to shorten his sentence by six months
was scheduled for Dec. 25.

Olmert went on his first 48-hour furlough
from prison last month.

He resigned as prime minister in September
2008 after police investigators recommended
that he be indicted in multiple corruption scan-
dals.



We first reported
on a book written by
Bonnie Paul (née
Goldenberg) in our
February 18, 2015
issue. Here’s what
we wrote back then
about her autobiog-
raphy, titled My Life:
“It’s a short 65 pages
- and outrageously
scandalous.”

Bonnie phoned us
to report that sales
have gone very well,
even at the quite high
price of $45 a book.
(We have no way of
c o r r o b o r a t i n g
Bonnie’s claim, but
at almost $1 a page,
that’s a pretty hefty
price for a book,
wouldn’t you agree?)

In any event,
Bonnie says that $18
(Chai) is being
donated from every
book sold to the same
women’s shelter in Rishon Lezion, Israel that Peter and Karen Leipsic
chose to support at this year’s Negev Gala.

If you’d like to purchase a book, call Bonnie at 204-615-5598.
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Update to Bonnie Paul story

BONNIE PAUL

OPENING NIGHT:

Joshua Bell
Sept 20, 2016  |  7:00PM

CONCERT SPONSORS

JOSHUA BELL – one of the most celebrated violinists performing 

today. His restless curiosity, passion, and multi-faceted musical 

interests are almost unparalleled in the world of classical music.

The Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra is excited to welcome 

Joshua Bell for Opening Night on September 20, 2016. This is 

a rare opportunity for Winnipeg audiences to witness one of 

the top classical talents in the world today.

Celebrate Opening Night with a Gala Evening including 

premium seats, champagne reception, and an intimate 

dinner with Joshua Bell for $500. Call 204-949-3973  

to confirm your Gala ticket.

Individual tickets on sale now.

204-949-3999
wso.ca/JoshuaBell

OPENING

 

:NIGHT
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JoshuaBellca//J.o



By MARA FAHL/JNS.org
After their bus pulls up next to the park that

hugs the Tel Aviv shoreline, the high schoolers
stream off and run straight for the playground.
Rather than climb the structures and play on the
swings, they begin scrambling through their
backpacks for their notebooks. The energy and
excitement at being outside seems normal for a
group of teens, but these students are part of an
experience that is anything but normal. 

These students have had the worldly experience
of traveling to an archeological dig at Tel Gezer,
where they explored ancient Canaanite society, to
Masada, where they learned of the Israelites’ tri-
umphs and downfalls, to the Galilee, where they
encountered crusader sites alongside Israel’s nat-
ural beauty, and too many more places to name.
These students who have elected to spend their
summer at Jewish National Fund (JNF)’s
Alexander Muss High School in Israel (AMHSI)
are studying history intensively, and while they
are earning school credit and even college credit
as they prepare for the upcoming journey of
applying to universities around the world, their
studies this summer are anything but traditional.

While most students might wait until college
before spending a semester abroad, these teens
have decided to spend a semester of high school
in Israel, where their academic education is
enriched by experiential learning. They live what
they study, going out to different places in Israel
to see and experience first-hand what many of
their peers learn about only from books. 

On this trip, the students are exploring Tel Aviv’s first neighborhood as
part of their history lessons about the earliest towns and cities established
by Israel’s pioneers more than one hundred years ago. 

“We’re learning about the history of Tel Aviv as a ‘Hebrew’ city, not a
religious one, and then, as a group, we will discuss what this means in
terms of Jewish identity,” says Israel Instructor and AMHSI alumnus
Danny Stein. 

Founded in 1972, AMHSI boasts more than 25,000 alumni from around
the world. As a non-denominational semester-abroad, college prep pro-
gram, AMHSI successfully caters to the full spectrum of students seeking
a unique Israel and global experience that goes deeper than what most
short-term trips can offer. The main campus for the program is located in
Hod HaSharon, just outside of Tel Aviv. This was the students’ first educa-
tional trip to Israel’s largest city and modern hub as part of the program
covering 4,000 years of the Israeli history in chronological order. This is no
simple task, as the teens explore Israel’s rich history and grapple with the
complexities of the state’s past and present, discovering their own futures
as Jews and global citizens. 

It’s no wonder then that Tobias and Sophie Tenenbaum, cousins from
Miami, Fla., say that they weren’t sure what to expect, but now they don’t
want to go home. Their favorite part of the program is how busy they are
with going out and seeing new things. More than that, the program has
changed their self-perception.

“I’m not religious and I don’t go to temple,” says Tobias, “but this expe-
rience makes Judaism feel more like a community than a religion which is
easier to connect to.” 

Noami Gluck from Syosset, N.Y., says that even though she’s been to
Israel many times and has family there, it’s very different to be on her own
and explore the country as a student instead of as a tourist, and she appre-
ciates getting to see the places where history occurred first hand. 

“The biggest difference from a regular school is all the trips. It’s really
fun and you meet a lot of people and go a lot of places,” she says. 

Siblings Nicole and Noah Zedeck, from Steamboat Springs, Colo., decid-
ed to follow in their father’s footsteps, and attend the program as a way to
have some time together doing something fun and different before Noah
heads off to college in the fall. They talk excitedly over each other about
what makes AMHSI so special, with Nicole saying, “This program is
unique because you learn so much in class from the beginning on the first
day, and you really get the big picture.” 

“The fact that you visit all the sites and see them firsthand is incredible,”
Noah adds, as Nicole nods along enthusiastically. “You’re aware that his-
tory took place,” she says. 

Sitting by the beach, Stein manages to gather the group’s attention in
order to regale them with the story of Tel Aviv’s founding in 1909. He
speaks about the necessity to found a new city at the time due to over-

crowding in next-door Jaffa - an ancient port city
that became a bustling and vibrant center of art
and culture in modern-day Israel - which he points
out just down the coastline. Then, to transport his
students back in time, Stein pulls out a few pic-
tures of sand dunes and camels, photos from the
beginning stages of building Tel Aviv, and
explains that these pictures were taken more or
less where the students are sitting now.  

The students listen intently, quietly taking notes
on the names of the city’s founders. Sitting in the
park, Stein reminds the students what they had
learned about the earliest Jewish settlements, and
how they had been small religious communities
built near holy cities in Israel. For these kids,
mostly from secular backgrounds and mostly
from North America, Tel Aviv looks like a mod-
ern city, even familiar in some ways, which is
quite a departure from the ancient sites they’ve
been visiting like Masada and Jerusalem. 

As Stein talks about the radical idea of a few
Jewish pioneers to build a city in the sand, the
kids are clearly captivated as they look from Jaffa
to their left to the tall buildings of Tel Aviv on
their right. It seems crazy to think of people leav-
ing the safety of the walled city of Jaffa to build
something new, however for these teens who have
left their families and homes behind for six weeks
to go halfway around the world, it’s surely an
adventure that has transformed their lives forever. 

A high school unlike any other
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Both pictures above: International students
on field trips taking part in the Jewish
National Fund's Alexander Muss High School
program in Israel. Credit: Jewish National Fund
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Service to the Community Project

This program is possible 
because of the kind hearts 

& donations of the people & 
companies listed below. 

THE HITTERS 
Grand Slam Home Run $1500 or more
- Calgary/ Winnipeg Club

- Mirage Consulting Ltd. - Max Feierstein

- Don Minarik - TD Wealth

- Tallman Foundation

Home Run $1000 - $1499
- Stephen Freed

- Sam & Joanne Katz

- Wayne & Garth Nemy

- Salisbury House of Canada Ltd.

- Shindleman Family

Triple $360 - $999
- Sheldon Blank

- Danny Bubis

- Ahava Halpern & Frank Lavitt

- Brian MacKinnon’s Y-Not? Program

- Aubrey Margolis

- Marty Morantz

Double $180 - $359
- Rob Berkowits

- Chochy’s New & Used

- Wally Chudnow

- Harvey & Nessie Cogan

- Lou Cogan

- Diamonds Baseball Team

- Sheldon Earn

- Joe Elfenbaum

- Wendy & Michael Erlanger

- Laurie Etkin

- Susan Feldman

- Tracy & David Greaves

- Sid & Esther Halpern

- Jeff Lieberman

- Manitoba Lodge 1616

- Monk Goodwin LLP

- Gerry & Susan Rosenby

- Alex Serebnitski

- Bernie & Leya Tapper

- Winnipeg Lodge 650

- Winnipeg Sports Lodge 3313

- Worb Financial Inc.

Single $100 - $179
- Lloyd & Debbie Baker

- Dr. Alan Daien

- Howie Gilmore

- Shael Glesby

- Mark & Sheldon Koslovsky

- Ken Kronson

- Keith Levit

- Shosh & Sheldon Minuk

- MWG Apparel

- Raber Glove

- Lorne Raber

- Evan Roitenberg

- Mike Sampson

- Jordy Shnier

- Avery Spigelman

- Sheldon Zipursky

- Anonymous (3)

Anishinaabe Child and   
    Family Services
Arcane Horizon
Arris Centre
Big Brothers and Big Sisters
Block Parent
Boys and Girls Club
Cancer Care-Manitoba
CEDA
Cerebral Palsy of Manitoba
Childrens Rehab Foundation
Community Living
Congo Canada Charity
Dasch Foundation
Deaf Resource Centre
Dream Factory
Epic Opportunities
Family Dynamics
Fort Garry Women’s Resource 
     Centre
Gojo Gym
Good Neighbors Active 
     Living
Habitat for Humanity
ImagineAbility
Immigrant Centre 
    Manitoba
Independent Living 
    Resource Centre
Intertribal Child and 
    Family
IRCOM
Jewish Child & Family  
    Service
Joceyln House
Living English
Macdonald Youth Services
Making Waves (Swimability)
Manitoba Down Syndrome 
    Society
Manitoba Foster Family 
    Network
Marymound

MCC- Build a Village
MCC-CHAI
MCC-Emmanuel Mennonite 
    Church
MCC-First Mennonite 
    Church
MCC-Fort Garry Mennonite 
    Church
MCC-Jubilee Mennonite 
    Church
MCC-McIvor Ave. Church
MCC-Steinbach Mennonite 
    Church
MCC-The Meeting Place 
    Church
Meals on Wheels
MOOD Disorders
NEEDS
New Directions
NorWest Co-Op
Opportunity  For 
     Independence
RB Russell - Brian 
     MacKinnon’s Y-Not
Ronald McDonald House
Sara Riel Inc.
SCE Lifeworks
Seven Oaks Volunteers
Shalom Residences
Siloam Mission
SMD
Special Olympics
St. Amant
Variety the Children’s 
     Charity
Victory Missions
Wendy’s Newcomers
West Broadway Youth 
     Outreach
William Whyte
Winnipeg Child and Family
Winnipeg Harvest
Wolseley Family Place
Youth Agencies Alliance

In 2016, 1702 recipients from 68 support and 
service agencies received SPECIAL PACKAGES at 
no charge. The SPECIAL PACKAGES consisted of: 

The Agencies that received these PACKAGES are:

1. A ticket to the Goldeyes Game  
2. A Salisbury House Lunch in Picnic Park at Shaw Park consisting 

of a Nip or Cheese Nip, Chips, Soft Drink, Hand Dipped  
Chocolate Iced Donut.  

3. A B’nai Brith commemorative water bottle.
4. A Goldeyes Souvenir Rally towel with 20th Anniversary logo.    

Value – more than $25 per package

B’nai Brith has been active 
in Manitoba since 1909. B’nai 
Brith Canada plays a primary 

role in local, national and 
international human rights 
advocacy and education, 
in confronting racism and 
discrimination, in cultural 

enrichment and community 
service and action. This is one 

of our community 
service projects.

Happy participants who were treated to an 
afternoon of fellowship, food and fun at Shaw Park.

(L-R) Earl Barish, Cheryl Barish, Adriana Glikman, 
Sebastian Cohen and Frank Goldberg

The Naso family and others.

The 8th Annual “Afternoon with the Goldeyes” 
was held on August 14th

To reach B’nai Brith
email aglikman@bnaibrith.ca 

or phone 204-487-9623

A FEW TESTIMONIALS
Jewish Child and Family Services: Thank you again for making this all possible. Our clients had a wonderful time and really appreciated the tickets and vouchers.

Dream Factory: Thank you so much for this worthwhile opportunity for our amazing Dream Kids battling life-threatening illnesses! Our families had such a fantastic 
time cheering on the team and really enjoyed the lunch before the game.

Ronald McDonald Family Room® Program :  Sending along our warmest thanks for your continued support... Our volunteers play an integral part of our role in family 
centered healthcare and it is wonderful to be able to offer them these tickets as a way to thank them for their time and talents. They always appreciate this special event.

Children’s Hospital - Cancer Care: This is a fantastic donation that we truly appreciate each year! It’s a wonderful afternoon for our patients and families. Thank you!

Intertribal Child and Family Sevices: Thank you very much for the tickets, food and program. The families certainly enjoyed this special treat. 

Block Parent Program of Winnipeg: Thanks B’nai Brith for your kind generosity... It’s very humbling to be in the midst of volunteers from so many different 
organizations. The Salisbury House lunch provided to all was yummy. But by far, the best memory we have is of a young immigrant girl skipping and singing ‘O Canada’.

MCC - Build a Village:

Arris Centre:


