
Nelson Mandela had strong ties with Jews
WASHINGTON (JTA) -- Nelson

Mandela, the revolutionary South
African leader who forged close
ties with his country’s Jews in his
fight to dismantle the apartheid
regime, has died.

Mandela, South Africa’s first
black president, was 95. The cur-
rent president, Jacob Zuma,
announced his death on
Thursday.

Throughout his struggle against
his apartheid, including 27 years
imprisonment, Mandela found
allies among that country’s
Jewish community. “I have found
Jews to be more broad-minded
than most whites on issues of race and politics, perhaps because they
themselves have historically been victims of prejudice,” Mandela
once wrote.

There were tensions between Mandela and the Jewish establishment
over his African National Congress’ alliance with the Palestine
Liberation Organization.

After his election in 1994, however, Mandela sought out Jewish
leaders and embraced them, making clear he saw a thriving Jewish
community as essential to his country’s well being.

Mandela visited Israel and the Palestinian areas in 1999.
In both cases, he confronted and complimented his hosts, telling

Israelis he sympathized with Palestinian aspirations for statehood, and
Palestinians that he understood the fears of Israelis, considering years
of Arab rhetoric that countenanced the elimination of Israel.

Jewish groups mourned his passing, with statements from the Anti-
Defamation League, the American Jewish Committee, the American
Jewish World Service and B'nai B'rith International coming in the
minutes after the announcement of his death.

"Nelson Mandela was a modern-day prophet for human dignity
whose voice was heard around the world, and he inspired me and
millions of other Jews with his message of equality for all," Ruth
Messinger, the AJWS president, said in a statement. "May his memory
be a blessing.”

By BERNIE BELLAN
The campaign to target Israeli

companies that manufacture
products on the West Bank has
taken on a new complexion in
Winnipeg.

Last month the United Church
of Canada urged its members to
embark on a more active pro-
gram of boycotting products
produced by three Israeli com-
panies in particular: The cos-
metics firm Ahava, which
exports skin products made
from Dead Sea mud; Keter
Plastics, a manufacturer of
sheds, fences and outdoor fur-
niture; and SodaStream, which
is the world’s largest manufac-
turer of home carbonation sys-
tems.

In a letter to United Church members, Moderator Gary Paterson
wrote: “The 41st General Council in August 2012 called on United
Church members to take concrete actions to support the end of the
Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories. You and your congregation
are now invited to “Pray, Choose, Speak for Peace in Palestine and
Israel.” Join in worship, prayer, and study; economic action focused
on settlement goods...”

United Church members have been asked to target retailers carrying
the products, including Canadian Tire, The Bay, Home Depot and
Walmart - although the campaign has not gone so far as to ask church
members to boycott those stores altogether.

Here in Winnipeg, however, one local store has found itself the tar-
get of angry attacks from several individuals who have taken it upon
themselves to translate the United Church’s policy directive into con-
crete action. The store is “Humboldt’s Legacy” and it is located at 887
Westminster, in Wolseley.

Exhibit on Jews and the garment industry in
Winnipeg opens to huge audience December 2

By BERNIE BELLAN
Probe deeply

enough into the
ancestry of most
Winnipeg Jews and
you’re probably
going to find some
connection to the
“shmatte” - or gar-
ment industry. Thus
it was no surprise
that the Jewish
Heritage Centre of
Western Canada
drew a huge audi-
ence to the special
program it held
December 2 to
launch its most
recent - and one of
its most ambitious
exhibits ever: “A
Stitch in Time!
Winnipeg Jews and
the Garment
Industry”.

The evening of December 2 was a combi-
nation of storytelling - from the likes of Bob
Silver and Lou Kliman, who are both giants
of the garment industry here; explanations
how the exhibit came to fruition - as told by
Stan Carbone and Susan Turner, of the
Jewish Heritage Centre; and entertainment -

provided through a series of Yiddish songs
related to the garment industry and which
were song by the North End People’s Choir,
along with dramatic performances by Bruce
Sarbit.

Stan Carbone, JHC curator, explained that

Unveiling “A Stitch in Time!” December 2. 
(l-r): with her back to the camera, SHARON GRAHAM, volun-
teer; BOB SILVER, co-owner, Western Glove and key supporter of
“A Stitch in Time!”; SUSAN TURNER, assistant curator for the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada and exhibit designer;
DAN STONE, President of the JHCWC; and ILANA ABRAMS,
General Manager, JHCWC.
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Local store targeted by 
supporters of BDS movement
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“Humboldt’s Legacy” at 887
Westminster: targeted by the
United Church for carrying
“Sodastream” products, which
are produced on the West Bank.
Sodastream, however, employs
mostly Palestinians in its plant
there and pays them four to six
times what they could earn else-
where.



Toronto actor Alon Nashman has been researching John Hirsch for years
By MARTIN ZEILIG

John Hirsch casts an enormous shad-
ow over the theatre and culture of this
country, according to actor Alon
Nashman.

He portrays the late, great director in
the one-man-90-minute play Hirsch,
which is currently running at the Royal
Manitoba Theatre Centre Tom Hendry
Warehouse until December 14. 

Nashman and playwright/director
Paul Thompson (the co-founder and
longtime Artistic Director of Theatre
Passe Muraille in Toronto, and currently
the Director General of the National
Theatre School of Canada) are the co-
creators of Hirsch.

Nashman brings an often urgent,
affecting and agile intensity to his role.
He morphs into Hirsch at various stages
of his life; and, then, just as quickly
becomes other characters, including a
young actor  who is on the receiving
end of some harsh criticism from the
demanding Hirsch during a rehearsal
for Shakespeare’s The Tempest at the
theatre in Stratford, Ontario.

“John Hirsch casts an enormous shadow over the theatre of this
country and its culture,” said the leanly built Nashman, a native of
Toronto, during an interview in a boardroom at the RMTC one
evening 90 minutes prior to his performance. 

John Hirsch was born in Hungary in 1930 to a cultured, upper mid-
dle-class Jewish family. After the Nazi invasion of Hungary, he lived
with his grandfather and other Jews in the Budapest ghetto and suf-
fered greatly during the war years. His grandfather did not survive the
war and Hirsch learned his mother and brother had both perished in
Auschwitz and the Nazis had executed his father.

He came to Canada in 1947 with the help of the Canadian Jewish
Congress. 

“Hirsch insisted on Winnipeg because its geographical location
made it feel safe from potential invasions,” notes biographical infor-
mation.

“Arriving in Winnipeg, Hirsch was taken into the home of Alex
(Sasha) and Pauline Shack. He remained close to the Shacks for the
rest of his life.”

In 1957 Hirsch and Tom Hendry co-founded Theatre 77, which they
combined with the Winnipeg Little Theatre in 1958 to form the
Manitoba Theatre Centre (MTC), with Hirsch as artistic director and
Hendry as manager. MTC became an influential model for regional
theatres across Canada and the United States, and is one of Hirsch’s
most important contributions to Canadian theatre. He directed many
plays and musicals at MTC, which he left in 1965.

Over the years he directed at many Canadian theatres such as
Toronto’s Crest Theatre, the National Arts Centre, Young People’s
Theatre, and the Shaw Festival. His 1976 production of Three Sisters
at the Stratford Festival, with Maggie Smith, Martha Henry and Marti
Maraden in the title roles, won great acclaim. 

He was co-Artistic Director at the Stratford Festival (1967–1969),
head of television drama for the CBC (1974–1978), and Artistic
Director at the Stratford Festival (1981–1985). He was also consulting
artistic director at the Seattle Repertory Theater (1979–81).

In the United States, Hirsch won the Outer Circle Critics’ Award for
Saint Joan at Lincoln Center, and an Obie Award for AC/DC at the
Chelsea Theater in New York. In 1975, he won the Los Angeles Drama
Critics Circle Award for The Dybbuk at the Mark Taper Forum in Los
Angeles - a play he translated and adapted. He also directed at Israel’s
Habimah Theatre in 1970.

In 1967 he was made an Officer of the Order of Canada “for his con-
tribution to the performing Arts”

Hirsch died of an AIDS-related illness after being hospitalized at
Mount Sinai Hospital in Toronto, Ontario on August 1, 1989. 

“ I felt it was necessary to remember him and to bring his vision on
to the stage for a new generation,” said Nachman.  “John Hirsch was
a contradictory character. He retold his own life story many different
ways. He embodied great tragedy and was a purveyor of great come-
dy.

“And, he was capable of great tenderness and also cruelty. So, to
portray such a man means to draw on every part of myself.” 

He added that over the past five years, he and Thompson have trav-

elled to many of “the pinpoints”
of Hirsch’s life. Besides
Winnipeg, they visited the home
where he was born, in a
Hungarian lakeside resort, and
the puppet theatre in Budapest
where he spent hours as a boy.

“Paul and I researched in
Jerusalem where John’s UN
refugee documents are stored at
Yad Vashem,” said Nashman.

“Paul went to a refugee camp
in Aschau, Germany, where John
Hirsch had set up a puppet the-
atre. We scoured archives in
New York, Israel, Stratford and
Winnipeg.” 

They also met with many of the
people whose lives were affected
by Hirsch, including Len Cariou,
Zoe Caldwell, Martha Henry,
Tom Hendry, Robert Maxwell,
Brian Bedford, Maggie Smith and
Gordon Pinsent, writes Nashman
in an article, “In search of John
Hirsch”, in Ovation, the RMTC
theatre program. 

“The script is adjusting to wherever we play it,” said Nashman, not-
ing that he previously performed the play at Stratford and at the
Edinburgh Fringe Festival, and that he will be taking it to the
Vancouver Chutzpah Festival of New Jewish Culture in February, 2014
and then to the UNO Festival in Victoria.

“Here I begin the play with Tom Hendry giving permission for a play
about Hirsch to take place in his Warehouse Theatre. Because I impro-
vised many of the scenes during development, the words became sec-
ond nature to me.”

He added that Winnipeg, and the very stage of MTC, were a refuge
for a lost and lonely, yet vibrantly creative young soul, who survived
the horrors of the Holocaust and changed the course of Canadian cul-
ture.

“It is our great joy to bring him back home,” Nashman stressed. 

ALON NASHMAN as John Hirsch
“Hirsch insisted on Winnipeg because its geographical loca-
tion made it feel safe from potential invasions.”
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Canada’s Harper to make his first Israel visit
TORONTO (JTA) – Canadian

Prime Minister Stephen Harper, a
staunch advocate of Israel, is making
his first visit to the nation. 

Harper made the announcement
of the visit, set for early next year, on
Sunday night, December 1, at the
Jewish National Fund of Canada’s
annual Toronto Negev Dinner,
where he was honored. He also will
visit Jordan and the West Bank. 

Calling Israel “a light of freedom
and democracy in what is otherwise
a region of darkness,” Harper told
the 4,000 in attendance at the gala,
“We understand that the future of
our country and of our shared civi-
lization depends on the survival and
thriving of that free and democratic homeland of the Jewish people
in the Middle East.” 

“And I tell you friends, we understand that. And that’s why Israel
will always have Canada as a friend in the world,” the prime minis-
ter said to wide applause and cheers. 

Harper would be the second sitting Canadian prime minister to
visit Israel; Jean Chretien went in 2000. 

In a videotaped greeting, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu praised Harper for “unabashedly, unapologetically,”
standing up for Israel. 

“For your clarity of conviction and thought, I salute you, Stephen,”
Netanyahu said. 

Outside the Metro Toronto Convention Centre, where the dinner
was held, dozens of protesters turned out to protest Harper’s politi-
cal agenda, his stance on Israel and his environmental policies. 

In September, JNF in Canada announced that a project in Israel
would be named for Harper. 

Canadian Prime Minister
STEPHEN HARPER



NBC News correspondent Martin Fletcher
explains why he turned to novel-writing

By BERNIE
BELLAN

In case
you’re keep-
ing track, this
is the third
article in less
than two
months that
we’ve had in
this paper
about Martin
Fletcher. (The
first was an
interview that
Martin Zeilig
did with him
and the sec-
ond was a
review that I
did of his ter-
rific novel,
Jacob’s Oath.)

The fact is
though, that Martin Fletcher turns out to be the type of multi-talented
individual who can both entertain and educate a very large audience
without seeming the least bit arrogant or full of himself – something
that someone with his impressive credentials would certainly be enti-
tled to be.

On November 20th, Fletcher was the special guest speaker at Tarbut
and, although he was billed in advance as here to talk about his lat-
est novel, while he did do that, he also told a series of stories about
his life as a war correspondent that kept the audience enthralled. One
of those stories, in fact, was so blood curdling that it simply astonished
the audience for its absolute horror. (Read on.)

Fletcher was introduced this evening by Shelley Faintuch, the Jewish
Federation’s Director of Community Relations who herself has per-
fected the kind of free and easy manner when she is called upon to
MC an evening or intro-
duce a variety of guest
speakers that can both
amuse and educate.

As a preface to his
remarks, Fletcher noted
that, as someone who’s
lived off and on in Israel
for the past 31 years, he’s
often asked: “So, what’s
it like in Israel?” – to
which, he said, he
replies: “In one word:
‘good’…in two words:
‘not good’.”

Further to that type of
question though, Fletcher added that he’s constantly asked: “Is it safe
to visit Israel?” – to which he has consistently answered “yes”. Then,
when those same individuals actually visit Israel, Fletcher noted, their
reaction is invariably the same: “I had no idea Israel was safe.”

As a result, Fletcher explained, he decided to take a different look at
Israel, focusing not on the West Bank and the Jewish settlements there,
which contribute so much to the impression that Israel is not safe, but
on Israel’s coastal area, where 70 percent of the population lives.

So it was that Fletcher set out to walk the entire length of Israel’s
coast all the way from Rosh Hanikra in the north to Gaza in the south.
For companionship he took his son along with him. Fletcher said that
he wanted to write a book about his experience called “Walking
Israel”, in which he would refer to his journey as “the father, the son,
and the ‘holy coast’.”

(Did I mention that Fletcher is Jewish? I can see that same sort of
irreverence coming out of someone like David Steinberg’s mouth. Can
only Jews get away with that kind of remark?)

By the way Fletcher delivered his talk in a largely unstructured man-
ner – going back and forth in time as he told stories of his war corre-
spondent days, then launching into an account of how he came to be
a novelist, but returning from time to time to his days as a reporter. The
whole time though, and although some of the stories he told were
quite harrowing (and I’ll get to the most harrowing one in a moment),
he would tell one amusing anecdote after another.
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MARTIN FLETCHER with two fans at Tarbut:
SHELLEY FAINTUCH, Jewish Federation
Community Relations Director (left); and
MEACHELLE BELLAN, who couldn’t put down
Jacob’s Oath once she started reading it.

Continued on page 14. See “Martin Fletcher”.

As a preface to his remarks,
Fletcher noted that, as

someone who’s lived off and
on in Israel for the past 31

years, he’s often asked: “So,
what’s it like in Israel?” – to
which, he said, he replies:
“In one word: ‘good’…in
two words: ‘not good’.”



Short takes
Where should a liberal-minded Jew stand

with regard to Israel’s occupation of the West
Bank? That issue has been brought home in
an unexpected manner with the news that the
United Church of Canada has recently target-
ed three Israeli companies for particular
attention. (See  story on page 1.)

Now, as someone who supports the idea of
a Palestinian state – (heck, even Netanyahu

says he’s in favour of that, although his idea of what a Palestinian state
may constitute has never been made clear), it seems that the only issue
separating someone like me from more hawkish Jews is how much ter-
ritory should be conceded to a future Palestinian state.

That is why I find it so refreshing to read certain comments issued by
one of the companies that is the object of the United Church’s ire:
Sodastream. Also in the article on page 1 I note that Sodastream says
that it is quite prepared to continue its operations within a Palestinian
state, should that eventuality ever come about. 

Wow! Here we have an eminently successful Israeli company and,
if you read about its history, a very socially conscientious one to boot,
that says it is quite prepared to accommodate itself to a radically new
reality – operating within a Palestinian state - if that should ever come
about.

Frankly, I don’t recall ever having heard that kind of statement from
an Israeli company before. But, if it is at all possible to conceive of an
economic partnership of sorts between Israel and the new state of
Palestine, then here is a classic example of a company that is eager to
make that kind of partnership work.

Perhaps I’m hopelessly naïve about the prospects for peace between
Israelis and Palestinians, but I firmly believe that the road to peace lies
through economic cooperation. As I wrote in the last issue about my
trip to Ramallah – when I also paid a visit to the brand new city of
Rawabi, it is difficult to conceive of another intifadeh starting up when
the Palestinians have so much invested in as enormous a project as
building a brand new city.

Of course this is not to discount the likelihood that radical elements
on both sides would do anything possible to undermine the possibili-
ty of a peace deal being reached. Yet, if there are enough individuals
around like the ones who evidently run Sodastream, then it is indeed
feasible to envision a time when a Palestinian and an Israeli state
could exist harmoniously and interdependently. 

Such has been the dream of Shimon Peres for years. And, while
naïve dreamers such as me continue to hold out hope for some sort of
peace agreement that will lead to the mutual recognition of two states
– one Palestinian and one Israeli, I cannot help but agree that contin-
ued Israeli settlement expansion is absolutely counterproductive on so
many levels.

In the first place, it
leads to a continuing
allocation of
resources into a dis-
puted area at the cost
of diminished
resources for pre-
1967 Israel. One can
only wonder how
much further along
Israel could be eco-
nomically had it not
devoted so many bil-
lions of dollars to
infrastructure devel-
opment on the West
Bank. After having
seen first-hand the
absolutely remarkable
progress that Israel
has made over the
past few years in so
many ways, it seems
only logical to con-
clude that it could
have been so much
further ahead in
addressing issues
such as lack of afford-
able housing if as
much attention had
been paid to creating
new, affordable hous-
ing units in pre-1967

Israel as has been
paid to creating them
on the West Bank.

Secondly, and as
has also been noted
by a great many of
both the Mossad’s
and the Shin Bet’s for-
mer directors, the
continued occupa-
tion of the West Bank
poses a far greater
“existential” threat to
Israel than does any
possible threat ema-
nating from Iran.

As  Yuval Diskin, a
former director of
Israel’s Shin Bet inter-
nal security service,
warned most recently,
the continued occu-
pation of millions of
Palestinians presents
a much bigger threat
to Israeli security than
the Iranian nuclear
program. “Now is the time to make decisions,” Diskin told a gather-
ing of peace activists in Tel Aviv last week.

He said the Jewish settler population is rapidly reaching the point of
no return, where it will become impossible to remove them. That
could lead to the establishment of a binational state in which Arabs
ultimately outnumber Jews. In the meantime, he said Palestinian frus-
trations are rising, as evidenced by a string of unrelated attacks on
Israelis in recent months. 

“The concentration of fumes is so high that a little spark could lead
to a big explosion,” he said.

But, when organizations such as the United Church urge their mem-
bers to take action against Israeli companies without considering for
one moment whether the companies they are targeting deserve to be
targeted, many Jews who might otherwise agree that Israel’s continued
occupation of the West Bank is wrong – for any number of reasons,
have to condemn the United Church’s position.

The reason is not that it’s inherently unprincipled – it’s simply wrong
to go after a particular company only because of where it’s located. It’s
clear in the case of Sodastream, for instance, that this is one compa-
ny which provides much needed employment and all the related eco-
nomic boosts that come from having a successful and socially consci-
entious company operating in any part of the world.

If you want to take a purely dogmatic approach to the issue, how-
ever, as the United Church and certain other organizations seem to
want to do, then nothing that might be said in defense of a company
such as Sodastream will make any difference to its critics. As I’ve
noted so many times before, “nuance” is key to understanding an
issue. Unfortunately, for too many of Israeli’s critics, the issue is always
perceived in starkly black and white terms.

*****
In follow-up to two stories that we’ve been following, Richard

Swyston advises that the City of Winnipeg obtained a remand in its
case against that Tuxedo nutbar, Joseph Zielinsky, who, as we noted,
insists on keeping a monster truck on his Tuxedo property - and start-
ing it up apparently simply to drive his neighbours crazy. 

According to Swyston, City of Winnipeg lawyers are going to be
challenging the Manitoba Public Insurance Corporation’s decision to
reclassify Zielinsky’s truck as a “motor home”. 

We also reported on Winnipeg students who are currently studying
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In that article we noted that
Jared Ackerman is a devoted Winnipeg Jets fan and manages to watch
every Jets game on his computer.

I was told by his grandparents, Rachel and Saul Fink, that Jared is
now playing hockey on a weekly basis. His mother, Sharon Delbridge,
corroborated that report, and further amplified it, telling me that a
brand new hockey rink has just opened in Holon, which is about a 45-
minute drive from Jerusalem. 

Apparently Jared is such a good hockey player that he is picked up
every Saturday night by one or another player (who are are all quite a
bit older than Jared, Sharon tells me), and driven to the Holon rink.

In a recent e-mail to me Jared advises that he will soon be sending
more information about the new rink along with pictures. Maybe
some day the NHL will consider playing an exhibition game in Israel.
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Op-Ed: Conversion shouldn’t be the only path to joining the Jewish people 

By STEVEN M. COHEN and KERRY OLITZKY
NEW YORK (JTA) – Right now, there is just

one way for someone who is not Jewish to
become Jewish in a publicly recognized and
officially authorized fashion: undergo religious
conversion under the auspices of a rabbi.

Whether the path to Jewish identification fol-
lows Orthodox, Conservative, Reform,
Reconstructionist or other auspices, conver-
sion is explicitly and entirely religious in
nature. These movements and their rabbis vary
both in the preparation they demand and the
religious commitments they seek of potential
converts. But all require a significant measure
of religious education, practice and expressed
commitment to a Jewish way of life.

In the United States, interest in becoming
Jewish has grown, owing in part to intermarriage, intergroup friend-
ship, and more positive feelings about Jews and Judaism. As a result of
Judaism entering the marketplace of ideas, Jewish thought and ideas
resonate with many people. And with the melting of hard social
boundaries separating Jews from others, many have entered into mar-
riages, friendships and close working relationships with Jews.

Yet, notwithstanding the thousands of non-Jews who maintain famil-
ial, friendship and collegial ties to Jews, many with some interest in
joining the Jewish people may be disinclined to do so for any of a vari-
ety of reasons. In the Jewish Community Study of New York: 2011, 7
percent of adults who identified as Jewish reported that neither of their
parents were Jewish. Of the 7 percent, 2 percent said they formally
converted and 5 percent said they became Jewish by personal choice
and not by way of religious conversion. How can we explain the pop-
ularity of people assuming a Jewish identity without undergoing reli-
gious conversion?

We believe that some prospective converts to Judaism feel that reli-
gious conversion demands what for them would be an insincere affir-

mation of religious faith.
Perhaps they are agnostic or
atheist or secular, or even com-
mitted to another faith tradition.
Others may be wary of adopting
Judaism as an exclusive religion
so as not to offend their parents
or other family members, or
because conversion requires
abandonment of religiously
grounded customs and holidays
like Christmas. 

Even though significant num-
bers of Jews are secular, atheist
or celebrate Christmas as a sea-
sonal holiday, holding such
positions and observing such

practices present prospective converts with insurmountable barriers to
conversion. 

As a result, many would-be members of the Jewish people have no
possibility of engaging in a course of study and socialization that
would lead to public recognition of their having joined the Jewish
people, and they have limited access to enriching their familiarity with
“lived Judaism” – the actual culture and ethos of Jewish life as lived in
families and communities. And we know that most people live out
their Judaism more in the informal context of family and friends than
in the more formal context of religious institutions. 

In theory at least, broader access to Judaism beyond that already
offered by rabbis, congregations, and religious movements could
result in more non-Jews in Jewish families and friendship circles build-
ing Jewish homes. 

To provide a viable alternative to religious route to becoming a Jew,
we propose a second explicitly cultural pathway to join the Jewish
people This pathway, which we call Jewish Cultural Affirmation,
would be clearly distinguished from Jewish religious conversion.
Religious conversion would remain a rabbinic prerogative, and Jewish
Cultural Affirmation would not assume an anti-religious ethos. Nor are
we suggesting that Jewish Cultural Affirmation undermine or obviate
the traditional path to conversion. 

Rather, by offering an additional vehicle to acquiring a Jewish social
identity, Jewish Cultural Affirmation would allow prospective Jews to
acquire a measure of familiarity with being Jewish and to undergo a
non-religious pathway toward membership in the Jewish people. 

Candidates for Jewish Cultural Affirmation would undertake a course
of self-guided study and experiences, outlined in a web-based cur-
riculum to be developed by a panel of scholars, communal profes-
sionals and others. The curriculum would consist not only of reading,
but of experiences of lived Jewishness. 

Candidates would be encouraged to sample a variety of areas of
Jewish civilization – such as politics, literature, music, comedy, social
action, learning, organized community, Israel, chesed, and sacred and
secular texts – and to achieve a level of familiarity with and compe-
tence in participating in American Jewish life. 

Candidates would meet with mentors (in person and virtually), and
gather from time to time in small group sessions, perhaps at private
homes, restaurants, cafes or other convenient venues that are not
explicitly Jewish in association. 

For those who may come to desire official recognition, we propose
a public ceremony that would need to be designed, and also a certifi-
cate of membership in the Jewish people, whose specific substance
and formulation would need to be addressed. 

Accomplished Jewish cultural experts – professors, writers, artists,
educators, communal leaders, and others – would constitute boards
that would oversee the program and would attest to the validity of the
affirmation. 

Jewish Cultural Affirmation would not preclude eventual conversion
by rabbis, should they seek more traditional religious recognition of
their Jewish status by religious authorities. Indeed, acquiring an iden-
tification with the Jewish people is a crucial segment in all approach-
es to religious conversion, implying that Jewish Cultural Affirmation
can be seen by religious authorities as comprising a significant step on
the path to religious conversion. 

We welcome those who would like to support this endeavor to join
us in the conversation so that this proposition might be brought to
reality.

Steven M. Cohen is research professor of Jewish social policy at
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. Rabbi Kerry M.
Olitzky is executive director of Big Tent Judaism/Jewish Outreach
Institute. 

Comment

No escaping what Outlook really stands for
While I am writing this prior to receiving a print copy of the

November 27 issue, I have read Mark Golden’s response to my let-
ter on the Jewish Post & News’ website. I note that my original let-
ter received the title “Outlook is anti-Zionist” by the editors but the
website copy received the title “Outlook is anti-Jewish”. Nisht gefer-
lech. But certainly telling in that the editor would equate anti-
Zionism with anti-Jewish. He’ll get no argument from me!

Other than addressing my assertion concerning BDS, Mr. Golden
offers nothing concerning Outlook’s biased interviews of the three
Jewish students, Miko Peled’s one-state thesis, or Alice Walker’s
antisemitic invective in the forward to Peled’s book and her undis-
guised Jew hatred. Instead he provides the usual bromides relating
to what Outlook writers purportedly stand for and how he aims to
live his life as a Jew. Touching and sweet but not very relevant to the
issues at hand i.e. anti-Zionism, anti-Israelism, antisemitism.
Actually, an interesting response to Mr. Golden in this respect is a
comment on the website from a reader regarding Mr. Golden’s dec-
laration that “I aim to live my life as a Jew without worshipping
either God or Israel”:

“Fascinating comment by Mr. Golden. In the absence of God, and
Torah; in the absence of any relation to the land in which Jews came
into being, and which, indeed, identifies them as Jews, what about
Mr. Golden could possibly identify him as ‘Jewish’”?

Golden acknowledges that “many of us support (to a greater or
lesser extent) the BDS movement because it offers a non-violent way
to bring about change”. Really? Apart from the obvious attempt at
economic violence to both businesses and workers (Palestinian
workers as well), even the virulent anti-Zionist and notorious Israel-
basher, Norman Finkelstein, has described the BDS movement as a
hypocritical and dishonest cult that tries to cleverly pose as human
rights activists while in reality their goal is the destruction of Israel.

According to Mr. Golden, “Outlook provides a welcome opportu-
nity to explore and express the richness of Jewish history and cul-
ture.....and publishes reviews of books, plays and films on Jews and
Judaism, Yiddish poetry, original artwork, short stories, biographies
of secular Jews of the past and present, recipes”. There is no escap-
ing what Outlook really stands for and no number of Jewish poems,
short stories, and “recipes” can disguise their anti-Zionist and anti-
Israel intentions.
Mel Fogel, Toronto

LETTER



Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue, Simkin Centre planning
farewell evenings for Gerry Daien, Neal Rose 

Both Rabbi Neal
Rose and Gerry Daien
have left indelible
imprints on
Winnipeg’s Jewish
community and both
are soon to be recog-
nized by institutions
they have long been
associated with.

On December 16 the Simkin Centre will be
hosting a tea at the centre in honour of Rose,
who retired at the end of November as the
Jewish nursing home’s rabbi for the past 13
years. 

Rose has enjoyed a lengthy and varied
career as a teacher, community rabbi, con-
gregational rabbi and family life counselor.
But, he says, the most important work he has
done has been serving for the past number of
years as the first official rabbi for the Simkin
Centre. 

“Rabbi Rose has made an enormous contribution to Jewish life at the
Centre,” said Dr. Edward (Ted) Lyons, O.C., Chair of the Board of the
Simkin Centre. “He has brought comfort to many families in times of
need, and he has been a guiding light for us as a Jewish organization.
He has also built important relationships with other clergy to the ben-
efit of our residents who aren’t Jewish.”

Rose says that he had been thinking about retirement for some time
but, with two changes in CEOs at the Centre over the past two years,
he felt that he should stay on a little longer to help with the transition.

Originally from New York, Neal (and Carol) Rose came to Winnipeg
in 1967 after Rose was offered a position teaching at the University of
Manitoba in the Judaic Studies Department. In the 1970s, Neal and
Carol established an alternative Yom Tov service in the downstairs of
the Rosh Pina Synagogue (now Congregation Etz Chayim) which
developed a loyal following. They continue to lead the annual service.

In early 2000, shortly after retiring from his teaching position at the
university, he was approached by Naida Rubin, the seniors home’s
vice-president, to become the first official rabbi at the Sharon Home
(as the Simkin Centre was then known). The long time Jewish nursing
home was in transition. It was in the process of relocating from its
decades-old building in north Winnipeg to a new facility in south
Winnipeg (to where a majority of the Jewish community had already
immigrated).

“Since the centre had never had a rabbi-in-residence before, I was
able to craft the role as I saw fit,” he says.

Over the years Rose was able to introduce many innovations that
has made worship more meaningful and easier for the home’s resi-
dents and their families. One of his first innovations was to create a
new siddur and machzors for the Shelach Regalim with larger print
and more graphics – changes that made the siddurs more accessible
to the residents.

He also shortened the Shabbat service to an hour and Yom Tov ser-
vices to an hour and 20 minutes, and simplified the Pesach seder to
take into account the shorter attention spans of most of the residents.

With the help of Yossi Cohen at Kromar Printing, he produced a
mini-chumash for Monday and Thursday morning Torah readings. The
funding for the project, Rose says, was provided by Gordon Pullan
from his aunt’s bequest for projects of a Jewish nature.

“I worked with the recreation department to train the staff (most of
whom aren’t Jewish) to do programming for Shabbat and all the Jewish
holidays,” he says.

Another of his innovations was to develop a davening program for
residents suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease. “I designed a portable
Arun Kodesh with a Torah to take to the Alzheimers’ ward,” he says. “I
also created a 40 minute weekday service for the Alzheimers’ patients
that included a Torah reading and a lot of music.”

Rose observed that there was a shortage of tallesim, especially for
people in wheelchairs for whom regular tallesim weren’t suitable. He
designed a special tallis for residents in wheelchairs. He noted that
Mitchell Fabric donated the material while Sam Klapman had his staff
at Manta Industries make the tallesim.

For the kabbalat Shabbath service, Rose recruited cantors Anibal
Maas and Tracy Kasner, the cantors from the Shaarey Zedek syna-
gogue and Congregation Etz Chayim respectively, to help him devel-
op a CD to help the volunteer service leaders.

He also prevailed upon David Gruber at Ideal Electric to supply
electric Shabbat candlesticks for the residents.

“We have been very fortunate in that we have received a lot of help
from the religious and lay community,” he says. “And we have been
particularly helpful with residents and their families when people are
dying.”

“I think my greatest accomplishment while at the Simkin Centre was
to put spiritual care at the forefront of the needs and services that the
centre provides – so much so that this past fall, the board created a
Spiritual Care and Jewish Identity Committee,” he says.

Earlier this year, notes Ted Lyons, the Simkin Centre, with a grant
from the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, launched an initiative to
help determine the Centre’s long-term spiritual care needs. The project
has been led by Bill Weissmann, an independent consultant who
serves as the Shammes at Congregation Shaarey Zedek. The final
report and recommendations are expected before the end of the year.

Neal and Carol went to Edmonton in early December for the official
installation of their son, Rabbi Kliel Rose, at Edmonton’s Beth Shalom
Synagogue. In January they are leaving to spend four months in St.
Louis with their son, Rabbi Carni Rose, and his family. Carni Rose is
the spiritual leader of Bnai Amoona Congregation..

Rose is also working on a book of midrash and he and Carol plan on
continuing their counseling career and leading their High Holiday ser-
vices.

* * *
After 53 years as a chazzan, Gerry Daien retired as full time chazan

at the Chevra Mishnayes synagogue at the end of September. He
makes it quite clear that it wasn’t impending surgery (from which he
is recovering nicely) or the Chevra Mishnayes’s decision just before
Yom Tov to introduce a fully egalitarian service that factored into his
decision. 

“My family had been urging me for some time to step down,” he
says. “Over the summer, I finally made my decision. At 85, I felt that
it was time to walk away from the weekly responsibility and take it
easier.”

He does say though that he went out on a high note. “I promised the
congregation that I would stay through Yom Tov and the Rosh Chodesh
Shabbat soon after,” he says. “I think I did a great Yom Tov service this
year – my best in years.”

Gerry Daien has been davening and singing since he was nine years
old. “I have loved being involved in synagogue,” he says. “The syna-
gogue is my second home.”

His father, he notes, was a major influence in his decision to become
a chazzan. 

“My father would have been a terrific chazzan,” Daien says. “But,
as the oldest of seven brothers and sisters, he had to go to work early
in life to help support the family. Still, he was steeped in the nusach
Hatefilah. We often shared cantorial recordings.”

In his youth, Daien was always singing in choirs and at Jewish func-
tions. Cantor Benjamin Brownstone was another early influence in his
cantorial career. “He was my teacher and mentor,” Daien says.

“I had offers to go elsewhere in North America,” Daien recalls. “I
once asked Cantor Brownstone if I should accept a job offer in the
United States. His advice was that it is better to stay in one place, build
your reputation and use your ability in the community. It may not pay
the best, but a good name is more important.”

He adds that his wife Peril along with his family, also encouraged
and supported his cantorial career through the years.
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Rabbi NEAL and CAROL ROSE: “I think my
greatest accomplishment while at the
Simkin Centre was to put spiritual care at
the forefront of the needs and services that
the centre provides.”

GERRY DAIEN: “I thank God that I have
enjoyed a wonderful career as a chazzan.”

Continued on page 7. See “Myron Love”.



Introducing “Nach Yomi”: A new program of study

Column 1 – The Jewish people come of age 
By TIKVAH ELLIS

December 5th was the start of the fourth cycle of “Nach Yomi”.
“Nach Yomi” is a program in which Jews all over the world study the
prophets and writings at the easily-digestible rate of one chapter per
day. Join me as we journey into our heritage. All you need is a Bible.
You can find more information and print a calendar at
http://www.ou.org/index.php/torah/article/joshua_chapter_1 and dis-
cuss the daily readings with other Winnipeggers at https://www.face-
book.com/winnipeglearnsnachyomi

Coming of age is a major theme in literature. Many, many stories
have been written about people transitioning from childhood to adult-
hood. Sefer Yehoshua (The Book of Joshua) is the Jewish people’s com-
ing of age. While the Jews were wandering in the desert God provid-
ed for all their needs. God gave food daily, in the form of manna. The
Midrash even says that their clothes did not wear out. Yet the Jewish
people were not grateful, they often acted like petulant children. Sefer
Yehoshua is when God pulls back. B’nai Yisrael (The Children of Israel)
enter the Land of Israel and God begins to expect them to stand up on
their own two feet. B’nai Yisrael rise to the challenge.

The Talmud states that, “If the Jews hadn’t sinned, they would only
have needed the Torah and the Book of Joshua, and not the rest of the
Prophets and the Writings.” (Nedarim 22b) Why is Sefer Yehoshua so
important? Why is it integral to the Torah? Because Sefer Yehoshua is
when the Jewish people first put the Torah into place. 

Sefer Yehoshua opens immediately after the Torah ends. Moshe
(Moses) has passed away. Yehoshua was Moshe’s close student and
attendant. God charges Yehoshua with leading the people into the
Land of Israel, telling him to “Be strong and courageous!” Yehoshua
will need strength and courage as he is about to become both a war
general and the spiritual leader of the Jewish people. God further
exhorts Yehoshua that “The Torah should not depart from his mouth.”
Yehoshua’s leadership stems from his place as a Torah scholar and his
ability to remain focused on God and Torah while acting as a general. 

Yehoshua secretly sends two spies into the Land of Israel to scout out
Jericho. The men stay in an inn run by a harlot named Rachav. Rachav
is a righteous woman who has heard of the Jews’ miraculous escape
from Egypt. She hides the men and helps them escape because she
knows that God is giving the land to B’nai Yisrael. The spies promise
to save Rachav and her family if she hangs a red string out her widow
during the conquest.

The spies return to Yehoshua, and unlike previous spies that Moshe
sent into the Land of Israel, give a very positive report saying, “God
has given the land into our hands, and all the inhabitants have melt-
ed before us.”

Before crossing the Jordan and entering the land of Israel, the peo-
ple are instructed to follow the Aron (Ark containing the Ten
Commandments), which is carried by the Kohanim. As the Kohanim
begin to enter the water, it splits, and the entire Jewish people cross
on dry land. This miracle mirrors the sea splitting in the time of Moshe
and serves to affirm Yehoshua’s authority and place as Moshe’s suc-
cessor

During the time
that B’nai Yisrael
were in the desert,
baby boys had not
been circumcised.
Yehoshua holds a
national circumci-
sion. The people
then offer the
Passover Sacrifice
on the Seder night.
Since it is Passover,
the people eat
matza. The manna
stops falling. The
people must now
feed themselves
through natural means. The Jewish people have come of age.

Yehoshua is confronted by an angel with a drawn sword. At first,
Yehoshua thinks the angel is from the enemy, but the angel is from
God and tells him: “The place upon which you stand is holy.” The rab-
bis understood this as a strong reminder for Yehoshua and the people
to get back to regular Torah study. 

Regular study is the hallmark of Jewish engagement. Let’s take the
beginning of this new cycle of “Nach Yomi” as an opportunity to
respond to the call of Yehoshua’s angel as we learn as individuals and
as a community.

Tikvah Ellis is a third generation Californian married to a second gen-
eration Californian. One month after her marriage to her husband, Ari,
they moved to Israel. While there Tikvah learned in several institutions
of serious Torah learning for women. She also has two children:
Hodaya and Elishama. After five years in Israel, the Ellises came to
Winnipeg. She looks forward to learning with the readers of the Jewish
Post & News. Please feel free to be in touch with Tikvah by sending any
comments or questions to: morahtikvah@gmail.com
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Originally an electrician by profes-
sion, Daien began his professional
cantorial career at the Herzlia Adas
Yeshurun synagogue. After 18 years

at the Herzlia, he moved to the Talmud Torah shul for a year, then
further north to the Chevra Mishnayes.

In 1975 he was approached by the principal at the Talmud Torah
School to teach the students synagogue skills. “I particularly loved
organizing the Shabbatons,” he says. “We would have 13
Shabbatons a year with the high school students leading Shabbat
services at different synagogues. We even used to have three
women-led Shabbat services a year with the men on the other side
of the mechitzah.”

Daien retired from teaching at the school five years ago but con-
tinued teaching Bar and Bat mitzvahs their maftirs. “I have taught
maftirs to over 1,000 kids,” he says.

Although retired, Daien notes that once he fully recovers from
surgery, he still intends to attend and lead services at the Chevra
Mishnayes (as he did over Chanukah) - as well as other Winnipeg
synagogues - from time to time. “I will still be available for life cycle
events, if requested,” he says.

He adds that he and his wife, Peril, are looking forward to the bat
mitzvah of their granddaughter (Maya) in Toronto in a few months
time. “Our son (Dr. David Daien) is teaching her the Torah and
Haftorah readings,” Daien says. “I hope to be able to daven with
them on the bimah. All of the family will be participating. I thank
God that I have enjoyed a wonderful career as a chazzan.”

Myron Love
Continued from page 6.

Rachav hides the spies Yehoshua secretly sent
into the Land of Israel to scout out Jericho.



Meeting one of Israel’s greatest heroes of the Yom Kippur War
By BERNIE BELLAN

So much has been written about
what enables certain men – and
women – who, in the face of over-
whelming odds on the battlefield, are
able to keep their cool, persevere, and
achieve absolutely incredible success-
es when practically anyone else would
have been dead. From where do they
obtain that remarkable combination of
the ability to focus, improvise, and rely
upon their instincts to see them
through untenable situations?

During my recent tour of Israel I had
the opportunity to meet one such indi-
vidual, a retired general in the Israel
Defense Forces who served with great
distinction in the armored corps:
Avigdor Kahalani. Brigadier General
(ret.) Kahalani received numerous
commendations for his heroism on the
battlefield and went on, as have many
other Israeli generals, to enter into pol-
itics following his military career.

Yet, what I was interested in trying to
understand is whether there was some
special characteristic that I might be
able to hone in on as the key ingredi-
ent that allowed Kahalani to rise to the fore during Israel’s greatest
hour of need in 1973 when, for all intents and purposes, nothing but
a few lonely tanks stood between the Syrian army and the entire State
of Israel.

What follows is a detailed account of Brig. General Kahalani’s hero-
ic efforts during the Yom Kippur War that proved to be pivotal to
Israel’s stemming the tide of the Syrian advance that threatened the
possible annihilation of Israel.

I met Avigdor Kahalani at Bet Hachayal (“the soldiers’ home” – a
kind of recreational centre for Israeli soldiers where they can socialize
with fellow soldiers when they’re not on duty) in Tel Aviv. Kahalani
was addressing the group of Shurat HaDin mission participants of
which I was a member. It was a late October afternoon and we had
been up since 6 am that day, visiting a court for Palestinian terrorists;
a base for training dogs in the “K9” unit of the Israeli army; and the
new museum dedicated to the armored corps of the IDF at Latrun. We
were all tired, but our spirits were soon lifted as a result of our
encounter with Brigadier-General Kahalani.

Gen. Kahalani is 69 years old but, frankly, looks much older. He told
us that he currently serves as chairman of the Association for the
Wellbeing of Israel’s Soldiers (“Aguda Lemaan Hachayal”). Of partic-
ular interest to him, Kahalani noted, are the more than 5,000 “lone”
soldiers serving in the IDF – soldiers who come from outside Israel
and who do not have any family in Israel. 

After a few words of introduction, Kahalani began to tell us about his
career in the Israeli armored corps. During the Six-Day War of 1967,
he said, as a 23-year-old tank commander, he was in the first Israeli
tank to reach El Arish, which was the capital of the Sinai.
Unfortunately, later in that war Kahalani’s American-made Patton tank
was caught in an ambush and caught fire. At that moment, he told our
group, “I said ‘shalom’ – I thought I was going to die – I knew that was
the end of my life.” 

Kahalani though, was able to jump from the burning tank and sur-
vived, although everyone else in his crew perished: “My deputy, my

loader, my navigator
– they all died,” he
said softly. Kahalani
himself sustained
horrible burns as a
result – burns that he
described as the
worst ever sustained
by any member of
the IDF who has
ever actually sur-
vived.

Now, ordinarily
you would think
that, having endured
such an ordeal, any
normal person
would retire from
active military ser-
vice and seek out a

quieter way of life, but not Kahalani. After undergoing a total of “17
different operations”, he said, he returned to service in the armored
corps, but it wasn’t long before he was, once again, thrust into the
forefront of another life and death battle – this time in the Yom Kippur
War. 

In 1973, Kahalani said, he was in a Centurion tank – a better tank
than the Patton, but still not nearly as good a tank as the Russian T62,
with which the Syrians were supplied, and which had “better armour,
better ammunition, better transmissions”, as well as infra red systems
“that allowed the Syrians to fire at night” – something that, as yet, the
Israelis has not acquired. Within the first few hours of the Yom Kippur
War, which began at 2:00 pm on a Saturday afternoon, Israel lost 25
aircraft over the Golan Heights, the Syrians had penetrated deep on to
the Heights with their armored columns, and Israel faced the prospect
of Syrian troops striking deep into the heart of Israel.

Kahalani noted that Israel’s failure to mobilize in anticipation of the
looming joint Egyptian-Syrian attack – despite clear indications that an
attack was imminent – was a combination of “complacency” and a
reluctance to “embarrass” the Americans. He also referred to the
Soviet Union’s insistence that the Egyptians and Syrians launch an
attack instead of following the usual pattern of threatening an attack,
then withdrawing.

Yet, ultimately, the decision to attack on Yom Kippur, rather than
proving to be of tremendous advantage to the Syrians turned out to be
just the reverse, Kahalani argued: “It was their worst mistake. It was
the easiest day of the year to mobilize – no one was on the roads”. In
fact, while the Syrians had thought it would take the Israelis at the very
least a full 24 hours to mobilize their reserve units, it took only 15
hours.

Nonetheless, the Syrian incursion hit Israeli forces hard and, as has
been noted by numerous historians, within the first three days of the
war it appeared that Israel was facing a catastrophic situation.

Kahalani was commander of the 77th Battalion of the 7th Armored
Brigade. (There are 36 tanks in a battalion, he noted.) The second day
of the war proved to be pivotal. 

During the previous night the Syrians had attempted to break
through to Nafah, which was the location for Israeli divisional head-
quarters, as well as the most important crossroads on the Golan
Heights. The Syrian tanks outnumbered the Israeli tanks ten to one.
Kahalani’s own tank had already been hit twice, but it was still oper-
ational.

In his words, “The Syrians came at us with hundreds of tanks. I tried
to stop them, but couldn’t and started to withdraw, but the main road
behind us was also closed.

“My superior told me to go back to where I had been and try to stop
the Syrians there. He asked me how many tanks I had left. I knew the
Syrians would be listening to our communications, so I told him I was
going to give him an answer in ‘lashon sagi nahor’.” (Kahalani
explained that is a Hebrew idiom meaning language that means
exactly the opposite of what you are saying.) “I told him I had 40
tanks.” In fact, Kahalani admitted, he was “alone in his tank”.

He continued his description of the battle: “In front of me I saw three
T62 tanks. I saw the eyes of the commanders. I said to my gunner:
‘Shoot him’!” (motioning to a tank that was to the right of his tank). 

Brigadier General (ret.)
Avigdor Kahalani: “The
problem between us and
the Palestinians is that they
hate the Jews…I don’t
think we have a solution to
solve the problem…
Jerusalem, the settlements,
borders – that can all be
solved…but the right of
return can never be
solved.”
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AVIGDOR KAHALANI during the Yom Kippur War: “By the end of
the day, of the 36 tanks that he had in his battalion to begin with,
three had survived. The rest were destroyed or disabled.”



“But there is no such
command in the

Israeli army,” Kahalani explained. Instead of firing, his gun-
ner responded the way he had been trained to respond, ask-
ing Kahalani: “What is the range?”

“I told him to forget all that and just fire. We were able to
take out two of the three tanks, but when it came time to
shoot the third tank I wasn’t able to.

“So I moved to a new position and when I got there I saw
160 Syrian tanks moving toward me. I took out eight more
tanks and told my commander to send every available tank
to reinforce us. I had to move my tank to recapture the hill.

“One other tank came to support us, but the tank com-
mander said he was out of ammunition. I said to him: ‘The
Syrians don’t know that.’ At the last moment I decided to
use the very last weapon that I had: ‘Psychology’. (At this
point, I must apologize. I didn’t ask Kahalani what psycho-
logical weapon exactly he used. I assume he meant that he
wanted the other tank commander to bluff the Syrians into
thinking that he was about to fire.)

“I took out another 20 Syrian tanks,” Kahalani continued. By the end
of the day, of the 36 tanks that Kahalani had in his battalion to begin
with, three had survived. The rest were destroyed or disabled. Yet the
Syrians had been turned back, having lost hundreds of tanks in that
decisive battle. The valley where the battle took place has since come
to be known as “The Valley of Tears”.

The tide had been turned and two days later, Kahalani said, orders
were given to head toward Damascus. “We found ourselves facing
Saudis and Jordanians,” he explained. Before moving forward, how-
ever, the order was rescinded and Kahalani never did reach
Damascus,

The Yom Kippur War took a terrible toll. Israel lost 2,356 men,
Kahalani said, with around another 10,000 wounded. Outside of the
1948 War of Independence, it was by far Israel’s costliest war. As
Kahalani noted, “this war changed everything in our country.”
Kahalani himself lost his own brother and brother-in-law during that
war.

In looking back at the lessons learned from the Yom Kippur War,
Kahalani suggested that “We won not because of the tanks, but
because of the spirit of our soldiers.”

He went on to recount the story of one soldier who was afraid to join
Kahalani in battle, “but he regrouped,” Kahalani said. “He didn’t want
to feel ashamed.”

Upon retiring from his military career, Kahalani entered politics. He
served first as Deputy Mayor of Tel Aviv, later serving in the Knesset as
a member of the Labor Party. In 1996 he was part of a group that
formed a new party known as “The Third Way” and subsequently
became Minister of Internal Security in the first Netanyahu govern-
ment.

Kahalani explained to our group that, as part of his duties, he was

responsible for Israel’s jails. As a result he came into contact with
many jailed members of Hamas.

“At first they didn’t want to talk to me,” he noted.
In time, however, he was able to enter into dialogue with some of

them.
“I asked them: ‘What do you think will happen 20 years from now?’
“They answered: ‘Palestine will exist from the Mediterranean Sea to

the Jordan River.’
“So I asked them: ‘And what are you going to do with all the Jews

who are here?’
“They answered: ‘We’re going to send them back to the countries

they came from.’
“So I asked them: ‘What about me? I came from Yemen. We don’t

have relations with Yemen.
“And they said: ‘You have a problem.’”

In bringing his remarks to a close, Kahalani said: “The problem
between us and the Palestinians is that they hate the Jews…I don’t
think we have a solution to solve the problem…Jerusalem, the settle-
ments, borders – that can all be solved…but the right of return can
never be solved.”

I would have liked to have ended this article in some dramatic and
profound fashion, perhaps offering some fantastic insight into the
problems between Palestinians and Israelis, but as good a storyteller
as Kahalani was, he didn’t exactly “bring it home” in any particularly
dramatic fashion.

Still, if you’re interested in reading more about Avigdor Kahalani, he
did write an autobiography in 1989 (when he would have been only
45 years old) titled A Warrior’s Way. I have a copy of the book, which
Kahalani gave to me. I haven’t read it yet, but I will try to get to it in
due course. It is available on Amazon, in case you’re interested in
reading it. 

Continued from previous page.
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WASHINGTON (JTA) -- President Obama and U.S. Secretary of
State John Kerry tamped down expectations of a final status Israeli-
Palestinian peace deal, saying any agreement would have a transition
stage.

In a nod to Israeli concerns, their remarks to the Saban Forum on
Saturday are the first sign that the Obama administration is muting
expectations of a final status agreement to come out of renewed
Israeli-Palestinian talks.

Speaking a day after Kerry's eighth visit to the region since he
assumed his post 10 months ago, Obama told the forum, “Ultimately,
the Palestinians have to also recognize that there is going to be a tran-
sition period where the Israeli people cannot expect a replica of
Gaza in the West Bank. That is unacceptable.”

He was referring to Israel’s unilateral 2005 withdrawal from the
Gaza Strip, which was followed by years of rocket attacks by Hamas,
the terrorist group that unseated the Palestinian Authority in the strip
after the Israeli pullout.

The remarks at the annual forum -- a gathering of top Israeli and
U.S. figures of influence convened by the Saban Center, the Middle
East-focused arm of the Brookings Institution -- are a concession to
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government. Its minis-
ters have said that a final status result by mid-2014 -- Kerry’s stated
goal when he reconvened the talks over the summer -- is unrealistic.

“I think we believe that we can arrive at that point where Israel was
confident about that,” Obama said, referring to a time when Israel
would relinquish security controls in the West Bank. “But we're
going to have to see whether the Israelis agree and whether [P.A.]
President [Mahmoud] Abbas, then, is willing to understand that this
transition period requires some restraint on the part of the
Palestinians as well.

"They don't get everything that they want on day one. And that cre-
ates some political problems for President Abbas, as well.”

Instead of referring to a final status agreement, Obama described “a
framework that does not address every single detail but gets us to a
point where everybody recognizes better to move forward than move
backwards.”

Kerry, speaking to the same group later in the day, said Israeli secu-
rity was a focus of the recent talks -- an apparent pushback against
Palestinian negotiators who have said the talks overly emphasize
Israeli security and do not sufficiently address Israeli settlement
expansion.

“On this visit, I spent most of the time focused on Israel’s security
concerns because for years and years and years, it has been clear to
me from every prime minister that unless a prime minister can look
the people of Israel in the eye and make it clear to them that he has
spoken for Israel’s security to a certainty, you cannot make peace,”
Kerry said.

“It is a prerequisite," he said. "And for anyone who feels somehow
there might be an unfairness in that, all you have to do is look at the
history and understand why that’s a fundamental reality. And I mean
all of the history.”

Kerry, too, anticipated a transition period that would maintain an
Israeli role in West Bank affairs.

“We anticipate that the United States will continue to play a lead-
ing role in building -- helping to build Palestinian capacity, helping
to build their capabilities to maintain law and order; to cooperate in
an effective judicial system; to counter terrorism and smuggling; and
manage border security, customs, immigration,” Kerry said.
“Needless to say, for a period of time this will obviously involve
Israeli participation. It has to.”

Israeli tank on the move in Yom Kippur
War. The Yom Kippur War took a terrible
toll. Israel lost 2,356 men, Kahalani said,
with around another 10,000 wounded.

Bet Hachayal in Tel Aviv: “A kind of
recreational centre for Israeli sol-
diers where they can socialize
with fellow soldiers when they’re
not on duty.”

Obama, Kerry temper final status expectations
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Community news

Chabad-Home Depot Menorah Making Workshop

Chabad’s Menorah Making Workshop at Home Depot on Sun., Nov.
24 from 1-2:30 p.m. was a big hit, attracting nearly 80 people (chil-
dren accompanied by their parents and/grandparents/guardians).

Many more people wanted to come and were put on a cancellation
waiting list, but the workshop was filled to capacity.

Shaftesbury Park raises money for Misericordia and celebrates Chanukah
By BERNIE BELLAN

The Shaftesbury Park Retirement Residence continues to play an increasingly vital role in
both the Jewish community and the community at large.

On Tuesday, December 3, members of the Shaftesbury staff, along with representatives of
the Misericordia Health Centre Foundation donned “angel” attire and braved freezing cold
temperatures for two hours, as they gathered donations from motorists driving by on
Shaftesbury Boulevard.

At right, RONNA GOLDBERG, Regional Events Planner for All Seniors Care Living
Centres, puts on a brave face even as she was turning a lovely shade of blue. I suggested to
Ronna that she might have better luck if she simply grabbed a squeegee and approached
motorists when they had to come to a stop for the light at Sterling Lyon Parkway.

BRUCE LILLIE,
Regional Marketing
Director for All
Seniors Care Living
Centres, along with
PATTI SMITH,
Executive Director
of the Misericorida
Health Foundation,
did their part as
“angels” on
December 2nd as
well. Can you imag-
ine - two hours out-
side in  a freezing
cold Winnipeg
afternoon?

Inside, where it was
somewhat warmer,
MEL NEWMAN
(left), LAURIE
MAINSTER, and
DORIS STEIMAN
light the Chanukah
candles and recite
the blessings while 
(below), over 50 of
the Shaftesbury’s
Jewish residents
look on.



The Odessa File
As I get older, I

find I have less
patience for reading
fiction. I don’t feel
entirely comfortable
knowing that my
emotions are being
manipulated with
made-up stuff. Oh, I

still enjoy a good read, if perhaps not quite as
much any more. But I haven’t forgotten the
feeling of heart-pounding, cold-sweating
excitement I used to get from a good
thriller/mystery. The Odessa File by John
Forsythe was one such book. Maybe you saw
the movie, starring Jon Voight as a young
German journalist named Peter Miller, who
makes it his business to track down a notorious
S.S. commandant named Eduard Roschmann
(a true historical figure by the way) – also
known as the “Butcher of Riga”. 

I especially remember the thrilling con-
frontation, near the very end of the book,
where Miller confronts Roschmann with the
photograph of a man he had murdered. That
man was….Miller’s father!…a Wermacht offi-
cer whom, in the last days of the war,
Roschmann had shot in the back in order to
commandeer a ship to facilitate his own
escape from the advancing Russian army. Of
course, everyone had assumed that Miller was
an idealist who was motivated by outrage at
the Holocaust. “So…it wasn’t the Jews after
all?” asks an astonished Roschmann? “Oh, I
felt sorry for the Jews all right,” answers Miller.
“But not that sorry.”

To be perfectly honest, I also remember feel-
ing a distinct tinge of resentment at
Miller…that he placed a higher priority on
avenging the personal murder of his father over
the much more enormous crime of what
Roschmann had done to the Jews. Oh, it was a
brilliant dramatic twist, no doubt…but did
Forsythe have to give the Jewish tragedy a back
seat to Miller’s personal family tragedy? It both-
ered me more than a little.

But, that isn’t why I bring up the book today.
No, I wanted to tell my our readers that I’ve
started buying free-run eggs. Not all the time –
but fairly often. Not when the regular eggs go
on sale of course…I can’t pass up the chance
to stock up at $2.00 a dozen…but when
they’re not on sale, if it only costs 50 cents
more to buy free run, I’m down with that. The
fact is, I feel sorry for the poor little chickens,
cooped up in those tiny cages, forced to sit in
one place their whole life. Not that sorry, but
sorry enough to cough up an extra 50 cents
now and then. (And for some reason, every
time I do, I think of Jon Voight.)

Which brings me to the real point of today’s
article: cruelty to animals. To what extent are
we, as human beings, entitled to bring suffer-
ing to the animals we eat, simply for the sake
of a slightly cheaper cut of meat? Don’t we
have a duty to pay just a little more at the
meat counter if it means that an innocent ani-
mal might have enjoyed a better quality of
life?

This is not a joke. You should watch some
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Marty Green/ Yiddish column

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
Ab Cahan was the socialist editor of The Forward, the most popular Yiddish daily in the

world. Seth Lipsky, an adherent of Jewish neoconservatism recently wrote his biography. In
his book Lipsky (who is not a historian and does not speak Yiddish) attempts to attribute neo-
conservative tendencies to Cahan due to his fight against communism. Lipsky is probably
the first to write the names Cahan and Ronald Reagan in the same sentence. It is still a fas-
cinating book, which proves that everyone has his own Ab Cahan.

By

MARTY GREEN

Continued on page 22. See “Marty Green”.

To what extent are we, as
human beings, entitled to

bring suffering to the animals
we eat, simply for the sake of
a slightly cheaper cut of meat?



By MYRON LOVE 
In a career spanning more than 60 years, one could say that Barney

Charach was the face of photography in Winnipeg. As a photograph-
er, Charach, who passed away on November 23, at the age of 91, was
ubiquitous. No matter whether it was shooting weddings, snapping
pictures of high school and university grads, taking pictures of nature
or visiting royalty, Charach always seemed to be there.

But, as Myrna, his wife for the past 40 years, notes, he was not just
the guy behind the camera unobtrusively recording the scene. He was
much more than that. In many cases, he was part of the party and
often the life of the party. 

And many of the subjects of his art became lifelong friends.
Barney Charach demonstrated his joie de vivre and entrepreneurial

bent at an early age. His father was a barber on Dufferin Avenue in the
old North End. His mother died when he was nine.

“I guess as a child, he was seeking attention,” says Myrna Charach.
One story Barney told Myrna was about his father looking outside

his barbershop window one day and seeing his young son holding
onto the back of a streetcar going by the shop.

Another story he often told was how he and his sister, Grace, when
they wanted some money to go to the movies, would get a wagon,
load it with ice and sell the ice.

“He loved skating and dancing when he was young,” Myrna
Charach recalls. “He used to tell me how he and Don Angel would
dance together at the Auditorium at Winnipeg Beach where they were
the jitterbug champions.

“His sister, Ruthie, would wait up for him so he could tell her who
was at the dance.”

Myrna Charach notes that Barney’s father eventually remarried and
that his younger step-sister, Myra, became the apple of Barney’s eye.

As a teen, Myrna notes, Barney dropped out of high school and got
a job working in a second hand store. “He became fluent in
Ukrainian, which was very helpful years later when we photographed
weddings in rural areas,” she says.

Charach got his start in photography in the air force during World

War II. He went overseas and was charged with loading huge rolls of
film on to the planes, taking pictures of the bombing hits or the ace
pilots, and unloading the film. Myrna notes that he and a fellow air-
man discovered that they could cut away strips from the rolls. With
that free film, Barney set himself up on the side in London as a pho-
tographer, taking pictures of servicemen to send back home.

On returning home to Winnipeg after the war, he opened Paramount
Photo Studio and began his professional career as a photographer. At
that time, Myrna notes, customers came to the photography studio.
Barney was the first photographer to go out to the public.

“He would go to all the fraternity dos and the different nightclubs.
Not only was he there as a photographer, but he also became one of
the crowd. He helped the fraternities organize events and even
chaired Freshie Week. He also MCed the varsity Variety shows. 

“And Harry Smith at the Club Morocco became one of his best
friends.”

At the height of the 1950 flood, Charach got hold of a boat and
sailed up and down Portage Avenue taking pictures.

In 1970, tragedy entered Barney Charach’s life when his first wife,
Bernice, died at a relatively young age. He was left to raise three chil-
dren.

He and Myrna married in 1972. She brought her own daughter into
the union.

Myrna had been a teacher and administrator. After their marriage,
she joined Barney in his business ventures – one of which was running
charter flights to Las Vegas. He started in 1969 with one trip a month.
In 1974, he expanded his charters to twice a week from October
through April. 

“Those early trips were exciting times,” Myrna recalls. “We took a
lot of high rollers with us.

“We would take trips to northern Manitoba, Kenora and Fargo and
Grand Forks to drum up passengers for our junkets. Sometimes brides
and grooms whose weddings we just photographed would join us on
the charters for a Vegas honeymoon.”

At the peak, the Charachs were chartering 52 flights a year. Air
Canada was so grateful for the business, Myrna says, that the airline
offered the couple free flights to holiday destinations in Europe and
Asia.

As a photographer, Barney Charach was unflappable. Myrna recalls
when he was forced out of his studio by a fire in the Kresge Building
downtown. The next day, he went across the street, drew up a floor
plan and was very quickly back in business.

And he never turned down a client. Myrna recalls their receiving a
call once at midnight from a newly-married couple from the country
just arrived in the city who wanted wedding photos. By 2:00 A.M.,
Barney and Myrna were shooting the wedding pictures.

“Barney’s biggest disappointment in later life was not being able to
take photos any longer,” Myrna says.

Seven years ago, a fall left him somewhat permanently incapacitat-
ed. Two years ago, he was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.

“I am the luckiest person I know, being with Barney these past 40
years,” says Myrna. “It was quite a ride and Barney was the driver.”

The ride may have been memorable but, Myrna notes, throughout,
it was the simple things in life – and family was most important. And
he loved being around young people, she says.

While Barney Charach is no longer among us, Myrna carries on his
work taking high school grad photos with the help of assistants.
(See obituary on page 18.)

Barney Charach loved people, knew how to have a good time
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this particular
exhibit was many
years in the plan-
ning. In fact,
Carbone noted, a
history of the gar-
ment industry had
been under con-
sideration as an
exhibit for years
prior to his own
arrival as curator in
2001: “When I first
started working with the Jewish Heritage
Centre in 2001, I came across a file of the
Programs and Exhibits of Committee listing
potential future programs and exhibits –– one
of which was the history of the garment indus-
try.”

Subsequently, Carbone said, plans were
actually developed to create “a truly major
exhibit”, something in the order of 3,000 to
4,000 square feet. Unfortunately those plans
were never translated into concrete results,
until now.

As Carbone noted: “The garment industry is
of immense importance to understanding the
character of the city of Winnipeg as well as
the character of the Jewish community.”

It was left to exhibit designer Susan Turner to
piece together the many artifacts, documents,
photographs and oral histories that make up this splendid exhibit.

Turner explained that “there are over 200 pieces in the
exhibit...and “each part of the exhibit is related to every other aspect
by content and appearance.”

As one would expect there are numerous photographs of garment
workers engaged in various phases of work, including some quite
recent photos taken from Raber Glove and Crown Cap factories.

One especially significant component of the exhibit - and one
which Turner described in some detail during her remarks, has to do
with what became known as “The Tailor Project”. A joint project of
“Canadian Jewish Congress, Jewish Immigration Aid Society (JIAS)
and something called the Canadian Overseas Garment
Commission…By April 1949, 2,000 Jewish and non-Jewish families
of tailors, furriers, and milliners had come to Canada, and close to
300 people were assigned to Winnipeg, with the artisans among
them finding work with the Jewish garment manufacturers,” Turner
noted.

In his remarks to the audience, Bob Silver,
who is co-owner of Western Glove, as well as
co-owner of a small newspaper in Winnipeg
and chancellor of the University of Winnipeg,
noted that “The garment industry didn’t only
create garments and apparel for the world - it
created Canadians.”

Injecting a personal note into his observa-
tions on the garment industry, Silver also told
the audience that “the reason my father was in
the apparel business was because he couldn’t
get into the Faculty of Medicine...I’m so proud
that the current chancellor of the University of
Manitoba is Harvey Secter (who, Silver didn’t
point out, also has a strong connection to the
garment industry), while I, myself, am the
chancellor of the University of Winnipeg. We
owe a debt of gratitude to all those who came
before us in “A Stitch in Time!”

Lou Kliman, the founder of Standard Knitting
in 1967, regaled the audience with an endless
series of anecdotes illustrating his own, often
hilarious experiences establishing himself as
one of this city’s leading garment manufac-
tures. Kliman noted that there were many risks
taken by factory owners in developing the
kinds of lines that have made Winnipeg world-
famous.

He told several amusing stories about taking

Standard Knitting’s wares to various
trade shows. One time, Kliman noted,
he was in London in the midst of a coal
strike and, as a result, the lights were
often off in the hotel where he had his
lines on display. He ended up corralling
one well-dressed gentleman who hap-
pened to have a flashlight in hand and
who was standing outside the room
where Kliman had his clothing lines on
display. After showing him around - and
feeling quite pleased that he had finally
come across a prospective buyer,
Kliman revealed that the gentleman,
after spending considerable time look-
ing at everything Kliman had to show
him, was simply a guest in the hotel
and had nothing to do with the garment
industry.

Kliman paid particular tribute to one
man, Meyer Klapman who, Kliman said,
played an instrumental role in paving
the way for the arrival of the many thou-
sands of Filipino garment workers who
began arriving in Manitoba starting in
the 1970s, and whose place within the
industry here subsequently became an
irreplaceable component.

Following the speeches and entertain-
ment members of the audience moved
into the corridor where the Jewish
Heritage Centre mounts its exhibits to
view “A Stitch in Time!”.

The exhibit is on until May 4.

LARRY HECHT inset and
above in a 1980 picture
showing Larry at work in
the fur company founded
by his father.

LOU KLIMAN
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Here’s one: Fletcher explained that
when he first got into the news busi-
ness, it was as a cameraman for the
BBC. (Fletcher was born and raised in

England, although both his parents were from Vienna. They managed to
emigrate to England prior to World War II.)

The first time his mother saw him carrying the very heavy camera
(which weighed 14 pounds, he noted) that he lugged around as a cam-
eraman, she said: “Jews don’t shlep.”

Then, when she saw the extra protection that he was required to wear
when he was going to a war zone, she said: “If you have to wear a flak
jacket and helmet to work, you need a new job!”

Switching gears, Fletcher noted that we had just observed the 65th
anniversary of Kristallnacht on November 9th. What intrigued him
about Kristallnacht, he said, was how did the media around the world
at the time report what had happened and how did other countries
react to what had happened? 

According to Fletcher, reporting on the carnage was detailed enough
(1406 synagogues looted or destroyed; 1500 Jews killed; 30,000 taken
to concentration camps) that the 400,000 Jews who were in Germany
at the time got the message. As for the rest of the world – “they (other
countries) got the message” as well, but the only country that took the
step of recalling its ambassador from Germany was the U.S.

November 9, Fletcher also pointed out, is a momentous day in
German history for another reason – it’s the day the Berlin Wall was
torn down.

Explaining the significance of historical events was important for a
journalist like Fletcher during the course of his reporting because, as he
explained, “as a journalist I tried to convey meaning to the individual”.

After a time, however, Fletcher said that he wanted to convey that
type of meaning through writing novels. Having tried his hand at non-
fiction (through such books as his account of walking Israel, for
instance), Fletcher wanted to tackle fiction but, he noted, it wasn’t
something that he found he could do on an occasional basis.

By way of illustration, Fletcher explained that he had begun writing
Jacob’s Oath while he was still working as a news correspondent. “I
created a character named ‘Otto’ in Jacob’s Oath,” he noted, “but when
I came back to writing the book several months later I forgot who Otto
was.”

There were some advantages to retaining at least some connection to
the news business, however, Fletcher admitted: “By the way, if you’re
going to write fiction, it’s best to stay on at least as a freelancer for
NBC.”

Working as a writer of fiction is so far from lucrative, Fletcher sug-
gested, that if his wife were to call and say: “Martin – your agent called
and I fell down the stairs and the dog died and the house burned down,
I would say to her: ‘Wait a moment – did you say the agent called?’”

(As I noted earlier in this article, Fletcher’s train of thought did not
progress in a straightforward manner. When I hear someone of his
stature lace a talk with anecdotes and jokes, I try to intersperse those
stories into an account of the talk so that the reader gets a real flavour
of what the talk was actually like.)

Switching gears again, Fletcher began to describe the process that
went into his writing his first novel, The List. As I noted, Fletcher’s par-
ents were both refugees who had arrived in London from Vienna in
1939, along with many other German and Austrian Jewish refugees.

That experience led Fletcher to wonder, following the end of the war,
what did all those refugees think about their futures at that point?

“What do you do now? Where do you go from here?” Do you stay on
in your new country? Do you consider going to Palestine? Or perhaps,
do you even consider going back to Europe? Those were all questions
Fletcher pondered – and which are also central themes in Jacob’s Oath.

The List, however, deals with the pervasive anti-Semitism of post-war
England – something about which we read very little. “Following the
war,” Fletcher explained, there was actually a petition circulating in
England “to throw the Jews out of England”. 

In addition to the typical distrust of Jews as “aliens” in their midst,
there was also a distrust of Jews over the violence that was going on at
the time in Palestine, where the Jews were embroiled in a struggle with
the British. That distrust went so far as to lead many Brits to contemplate
the possibility that Jews might engage in terrorism on British soil.

Absurd you might think. Not really, it turns out, according to Fletcher.
During the course of researching The List, he came across a plot by Jews
to assassinate then-foreign minister Ernest Bevin that, Fletcher said, was
within 24 hours of being carried out before it was cancelled.

He actually met someone in Israel who admitted to being part of that
plot but, when it came to allowing himself to be interviewed on cam-
era, that individual demurred. (What a story that would have been!)

In writing The List, Fletcher said, he insisted on researching events
thoroughly. “As a journalist when I research a book the background has
to be totally authentic,” he insisted. Thus, in writing Jacob’s Oath,
which is also set in the immediate aftermath of the Second World War,
Fletcher self-deprecatingly stated that “I’m not a great writer but what I
can bring to the table is I’ve actually seen these moments”, referring to
certain extreme moral quandaries that any war correspondent is bound

to witness if they survive
long enough.

One of those issues of
moral uncertainty came to
Fletcher as a result of a
question put to him follow-
ing the publication of The
List, when someone asked
him why it was, he
thought, that some German
Jews who survived the
Holocaust actually decided
to return to Germany?

Referring to the many
Israelis who now make
their home in Germany,
Fletcher noted, they don’t
call themselves “German
Jews”, they call themselves
“Jews living in Germany”.

But what about seeking
revenge on Germans –
could that have been a
motivating factor for some
of those Jews who did
return to Germany following the war? That was a thought that occurred
to Fletcher and became the kernel of an idea that he explores at great
length in Jacob’s Oath. 

Yet, in researching this particular book, he said, “I met some of the
Jews who survived the war in Germany and they wouldn’t talk to me.”

Similarly, Fletcher also said that he began to delve into accounts of
Jewish assassination squads that travelled throughout Europe dispatch-
ing former Nazis. “I actually met some of those,” Fletcher admitted,
“but they wouldn’t talk to me” either. Notwithstanding the difficulty he
might have had in obtaining eyewitness testimony from individuals
who might have corroborated his research, there were enough written
accounts left behind by other individuals to allow Fletcher to lace
Jacob’s Oath with both the theme of Jews returning to Germany and
Jews murdering Nazis in a chillingly authentic manner.

Following his remarks, Fletcher entertained a series of well-thought-
out questions. (As a footnote I might note that the next night author
Nancy Richler also appeared at Tarbut, but was not allowed to answer
even one question from audience members. Perhaps the organizers of
Tarbut will realize that authors generally enjoy engaging in an inter-
change with their audiences. I know for a fact that Richler had been
looking forward to doing that. She must have been as disappointed that
she wasn’t able to do so as the majority of the audience would have
been.)

Here is a sampling of some of the questions that were put to Fletcher,
along with his responses:

The first questioner, Howard Tennenhouse, told Fletcher that an Israeli
assassination squad had come to Winnipeg in the 1960’s and killed
someone. Tennenhouse also referred to Abba Kovner, an Israeli poet
who came up with the idea of assassinating Germans following World
War II. He asked Fletcher whether he was aware of Kovner. Fletcher
said he was. 

The next questioner asked Fletcher whether he thought “Israel could
survive Obama and Iran”? 

Fletcher answered: “I think it’s a misplaced question. I think it’s a case
of America withdrawing from the Middle East. The biggest issue is what
is the future of the U.S. in the Middle East? Israel can’t survive without

Martin Fletcher
Continued from page 3.

A wrecked Jewish shop in Berlin, the day after the "Kristallnacht"
rampage Photo: AP

British foreign minister ERNEST
BEVIN: a plot by Jews to assassinate
him was within 24 hours of being car-
ried out before it was cancelled.

Continued on page 23. See “Martin Fletcher”.
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Playing the game of Jewish geography nets a decent story
Ever played that game

enjoyed on various levels
and referred to as “Jewish
Geography?” I’m sure
most of you have when,
with no ulterior motive in
mind, you simply tried to
make a connection with
another individual.

I do it often, but with no
hitting below the belt. It’s strictly kosher for me,
for example, to inquire of someone as to whether
or not he or she might be the brother or sister of
a particular young man of a similar surname who,
say, plays AAA Midget Hockey with the
Monarchs. That, by the way, is how I often obtain
suitable column ideas for “The Sporting Touch.”

On the other hand, it would be inappropriate
on my part to ask if either of them might be relat-
ed to that con who is now doing hard time in the
slammer because he once defrauded a multitude
of seniors out of their life savings, now would it?
That would net you a double-major and a game
misconduct.

More to the point, I was in touch several weeks
ago with Toby Vinsky (Irv) of Tanoak in West
Kildonan who proudly confirmed for me that,
yes, author and journalist, Randi Druzin, who
lives in Toronto is their niece and that Randi’s
mother Bernice, also a Torontonian, is husband
Irv’s sister and a former Winnipegger to boot.

Following the confirmation of the connection, I e-mailed Randi to
learn that she is just now launching her second book on sports - the
first work being The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Women in Sports - and
her latest effort is appropriately named Between the Pipes.

No, we’re not talking of a tome on the pipefitter’s union or a guide
on how to install underground sewer pipes. This is a hockey book,
exclusively focusing on those brave souls - who are the last line of
defence - and who through much sweat, injury and tears fashioned
careers tending the nets and whose closest friends are the goalposts at
the major league level.

And you’ll recognize all, if not most of them, even if you’re a casu-
al hockey fan: Terry Sawchuk, Glenn Hall, Jacques Plante, Johnny
Bower, Gump Worsley, Bernie Parent, Ken Dryden, Ron Hextall,
Patrick Roy, Ed Belfour, Dominik Hasek, and Martin Brodeur.

Ring a bell? When I contacted the amiable journalist who has
worked in print, broadcast, and web journalism, covered four
Olympic Games, and events as diverse as Madeleine Albright’s visit to
Prague and the Van Halen reunion tour, to learn more about her latest
hockey project, it was evident that sports was her specialty; and her
first love – especially hockey.

I wanted to know “Why?” of course, and what motivated the some-
time freelancer and staffer of the National Post, CBC, and Global
News to concentrate solely on a dozen puck stoppers.

“I was a tomboy as a kid and started playing hockey when I was
eight years old. I played competitively right through university. I
played right wing for the University of Western Ontario.

“I’ve been passionate about the sport for as long as I can remember.
Yes, I grew up cheering for the Leafs. In fact, more than once, I stood
on the street outside Maple Leaf Gardens waiting to get the players’
autographs. Darryl Sittler was my hero!”

As a longtime sports fanatic myself, I asked Druzin what fascinated
her so much about the masked marvels of the nets. “Goalies are
incredibly colorful, so a goalie book was an obvious choice. I chose
that because of my interest (mainly) in sports and because of the
nature of the subject matter, which allows for very lively writing. You
can really have fun with it too.”

Randi’s background is diverse. She has travelled near and far. At
UWO she earned an undergraduate degree in political science and
then went to the University of Kings College in Halifax for a Bachelor
of Journalism degree. Following that she explained, “I then moved to
the Czech Republic and lived in Prague for five years. It was my thirst
for adventure and it was the best thing I ever did.”

“Since moving back to Toronto in 1998, I have worked at the
National Post, the CBC and now at CTV on a new show called ‘Kevin
Newman Live.’

“I’m senior writer there.”
Out of curiosity I searched the internet to determine how well

Randi’s newly launched sports book was being received. One review,
in particular, stood out. Globe and Mail columnist and award-winning
author Roy Mac Gregor wrote: “You don’t have to be a goaltender to

enjoy this book. You just have to be a reader who loves words, loves
sports, and appreciates the sort of insights that will never be found in
a Tweet.”

The personable ex-college player and hockey writer was most grati-
fied that her story is now going to appear in The Jewish Post & News
and sent along the following note:

“I want to say, I really appreciate you taking the time to interview
me. I have so many relatives in Winnipeg. I’m sure they’ll be thrilled.
My mother has been living in Toronto since 1959 but she still consid-
ers Winnipeg her home. She’ll be thrilled too. “

Thanks very much.
Randi
The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and

covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.
Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports

to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Peres says he would meet with Iran's Rouhani
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Israeli President Shimon Peres said he would

be willing to meet with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani.
"Why not? I don't have enemies; it's not a matter of a person but

of a policy," Peres said Sunday in Tel Aviv at the Globes Business
Conference during an on-stage interview with CNN's Richard
Quest. "The purpose is to convert enemies into friends."

Peres said Israel and the world powers have to "concentrate all our
efforts to make sure Iran doesn't become a nuclear danger to the rest
of the world."

"President Obama constructed a coalition and he can't go alone,"
he said.

Peres said there is no question that the world prefers a diplomatic
solution.

He added: "All options remain on the table to give weight to the
words. The ones who are meant to listen must realize they could
face a far more complicated situation. No one wants Iran to have a
nuclear bomb, no one wants to have an Iranian danger hanging over
our skies."

Peres said that Israelis and the Palestinians could learn from the
late South African leader Nelson Mandela.

"If there was something that seemed impossible it was solving
apartheid, but it happened and it was far quicker than we thought,"
he said.

Speaking on the current Israeli-Palestinian peace talks, Peres said,
"There are two major problems. Israel's security after our experience
when we left Gaza which made many Israelis reluctant to do like-
wise in the West Bank. On the other hand is the problem of our exis-
tence as a Jewish state, a state where the Jewish people are a major-
ity. It's not a matter of declarations; it's a matter of numbers."

RANDI DRUZIN with former star goal-
tender JOHNNY BOWER of the Toronto
Maple Leafs.

RANDI DRUZIN, author of Between the
Pipes. 



Hanns and Rudolf – The True Story of the German Jew Who Caught
the Kommandant of Auschwitz

Written by Thomas Harding
Published by Anansi Press,
Toronto
348 pages
Released 2013
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

Of the many books that arrive
in our office on a regular basis, I
would have to say that at least
half are Holocaust-related. While
I remain thoroughly interested in
the Holocaust, I do admit that it
can be more than a little wearing
reading one account after anoth-
er about the most horrible period
in human history.

Thus, when this book crossed
my desk a few months ago, I did-
n’t pay any particular attention to
it, and simply put it on to the pile
of books that I hope to get to at
some point – or assign to some-
one else to review.

A few weeks ago, however, I
happened to hear an interview
that the CBC’s Jian Ghomeshi did
with the book’s author, Thomas
Harding. I immediately realized
that I had been terribly remiss in
not reading Hanns and Rudolf as
soon as it had arrived. This was
not simply one more account of
the Holocaust – it was a riveting
tale of the search for the Kommandant of Auschwitz, Rudolf Hoss,
who was responsible for the murder of more than 2 1/2 million peo-
ple, including at least 2 million Jews. 

As I listened to that interview with rapt attention, I knew that I just
had to dive into this book – and dive is what I did. In fact, I read the
entire book in just three days – something that is highly unusual for
me.

As the quote on the book jacket from no less a renowned author
than John Le Carré himself says: “A gripping thriller, an unspeakable
crime, an essential history, a scrupulously dispassionate narrator.”

As it turns out, the author is the great-nephew of Hanns Alexander,
the hero of the book, but a man who, for his entire life, avoided dis-
cussing the pivotal role he played in capturing Rudolf Hoss.
Fortunately, Alexander left a lasting record of his wartime heroics in
the form of the many letters he wrote to his parents, his sisters, and to
his fiancée, Ann, along with the many documents that he authored
during the war. Harding was able to produce a vivid account of his
great-uncle’s life and, it must be noted, Alexander was a master stylist
of the English language – something that contributes greatly to the
flow of this powerful book. When one considers, too, that Alexander
was born and schooled in Germany, the degree to which he was able
to adopt English as if he had been speaking it all his life is truly quite
admirable.

As for Hoss, again we are fortunate that, as horrible a man as he was,
just before his ultimate execution in 1946, he decided to write his
own memoirs, at the behest of the Polish prosecutor who presented
the war-crimes case against him in Poland. (It should be noted that
Hoss had already been tried and found guilty of war crimes in his
native Germany, but the Allied powers agreed that his ultimate sen-
tence should be determined by Polish authorities, since his crimes had
taken place on Polish soil.)

The format that Harding develops in describing the parallel lives of
Hanns and Rudolf is to alternate chapters – beginning with a descrip-
tion of Hanns Alexander’s rather idyllic childhood growing up as one
of a set of twins in the prosperous Berlin household of his eminently
successful physician father, Dr. Alfred Alexander. 

And, while Rudolf Hoss’s childhood was not nearly as happy as
Hanns Alexander’s, it is difficult to discern any particularly obvious
element in that childhood that could have led anyone to predict his
eventual slide into the level of depravity that marked his career as a
Kommondant of various concentration camps, with Auschwitz being
only the worst case among several.

While so much has been written about what factors could possibly
have led the architects of the “Final Solution” and the key figures who
translated the dreams of mass extermination into action, Hanns and
Rudolf provides an insight into the minds of many of those men that
does help the reader to understand how it is that seemingly ordinary

individuals are capable of com-
mitting extraordinarily barbaric
acts. Hoss does not seem to take
any great delight in dispatching
millions of people to their
deaths. In fact, many times he
refers to his wish that he had
remained a simple farmer –
which he was, until 1929, left to
tend to his beloved horses.

One gets the feeling while
reading this book that, if not
Hoss, it would have been any
one of a countless number of
functionaries who would have
stepped into the role of mass
executioner. Was Hoss better at
this job than someone else might
have been? He was certainly
able to improve methods of mass
extermination during the time
that he was in Auschwitz.
Reading his own accounts of the
technical challenges that he
faced in being forced to deal
with the ever-increasing numbers
of Jews being transported to his
camp is truly blood-curdling.

Yet Hanns Alexander’s own
remarkable story is every bit as
fascinating as Hoss’s. In
Harding’s telling, Hanns and his
twin brother Paul were both mis-

chievous brats who loved nothing better than to play often cruel prac-
tical jokes on their friends and other family members. The fact that
they were identical twins allowed them the opportunity to fool many
people over the years – taking exams for one another, for instance.
Had the war not intervened, it is likely that both Hanns and Paul
would have settled into rather ordinary careers – which, in fact, they
both did following their discharges from the British army.

The war, however, and especially Alexander’s exposure to Nazi sav-
agery in Belsen, when he was one of the first British soldiers to enter
that camp, had a profound effect on him. Always a convivial joker,
Alexander developed a determination to bring vengeance upon the
perpetrators of what he witnessed that led him to adopting a steely
determination to hunt down Nazi war criminals. How he came to be
an expert Nazi-hunter would have made a terrific book all by itself.
Combine that with Hoss’s own career path that took him to the top of
the Nazi killing machine and then have the two men’s lives intersect
when Alexander eventually tracks down Hoss and captures him –
well, you have a riveting and suspenseful tale that happens to be true.

One final thought: As I turned the pages of this book and found
myself following the lives of two men who grew up in Germany
(although Hoss was born some 16 years before Alexander) at the same
time, I was struck by the noticeable absence of any reference to
Christian anti-Semitism. The Alexander family seems to have been
quite secure in its acceptance within the larger German community
and Rudolf Hoss, while admitting to fully accepting the notion that
European Jewry must be exterminated, never once makes mention of
any religious basis for his beliefs.

Like Adolph Eichmann, Rudolf Hoss was a supreme technocrat.
Killing Jews on a mass level presented a technical challenge. But he
was just as capable of killing Russians, Poles, Gypsies – give him a tar-
get, and he was committed to carrying out his orders.

One of the lessons that I took from this fascinating book is that mil-
itaristic societies allow psychopaths to achieve great power by virtue
of their not being bound by the normal constraints that keep average
individuals in check. Yet so very often, even in liberal societies, much
of the population is prepared to sacrifice civil liberties for the sake of
“law and order”. Were the Germans so very different than the rest of
us in their longing for an authority figure?

Finally, I should note that the book is replete with photographs –
many of the Alexander and Hoss families. It is always so incongruous
to see photos of the happy Hoss family – taken in their home at
Auschwitz, by the way, knowing that while they were posing, just a
few metres away, Jews were being put to their deaths. It never ceases
to amaze how people can detach themselves from all that is going on
around them and pretend that nothing abnormal is occurring.

HANNS ALEXANDER
RUDOLF HOSS
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Hanns and Rudolf provides an insight into the
minds of many of those men that does help the
reader to understand how it is that seemingly

ordinary individuals are capable of committing
extraordinarily barbaric acts. 



“Vayechi” and “Shemot” – looking
at your zits & pointless pain

A window washer stood on the sidewalk
on a windy day, a cloth in one hand, and
a chemical cleaner spray in the other.
Standing arms length from the building, at
eye level he sprayed the chemical on the
building’s window, then used his cloth to
wipe it.

Gusts of wind carried stray bursts of
chemical through the air, as pedestrians

breezing by walked into it, face first.
Most passing by mumbled expletives; others were too caught off

guard, or too much in a hurry to get where they needed to go, to say
anything. I caught a good eyeful of chemical.

After the sting subsided, after my aggravation diminished, I offered
him a sage piece of advice.

“Hey there. How about spraying on the cloth first, rather than the
window first, so you don’t get chemical in people’s eyes when the
wind blows?”

His snippy response was, “You think you know how to clean win-
dows better than me?!”

He not only didn’t get it; he was too busy being defensive.
“Vayechi” offers a lesson in the value of giving, and the value of

taking, criticism.
Jacob on his deathbed, revealed some of his sons’ character

strengths and weaknesses. He said to Reuven, for example: “[You
are] unstable as water, you shall not have pre-eminence,” rebuking
him for his impulsive behaviour.

Of particular note is that none of Jacob’s sons sought to defend
their behaviour, excuse it, or rebuke their father for his opinion.
None of the brothers fired back at Jacob by telling him he had his
own set of flaws or had done worse.

Receiving criticism isn’t a picnic for most people. People don’t like
to take medicine that tastes bad. A person should train him or her-
self to see constructive criticism as an opportunity to improve, and
not as a personal attack.

Most are uncomfortable and insecure about having personal
flaws, and more so when others can see them. 

To add to the mix, most don’t know how to react to criticism. They
get defensive, counter-criticize, blame others, avoid it, dismiss it,
trivialize it, become resentful, or interpret it as a personal attack.

If we are honest about our own flaws, and open to seeing possi-
ble error, it is a character strength. People who are secure about
their own self-improvement, usually do not have a problem with
criticism.

* * *
In Parsha “Shemot” Rashi explains that Moshe made a particular

effort to witness the suffering of the Children of Israel while they
were slaves in Egypt. “… Moshe grew up and he went out to his
brethren. And he saw their suffering.” [Ex. 2:11]

Often, we’ll hear the phrase “pain and suffering.” Pain is the ini-
tial burst of harm; whereas suffering is what lingers, and what is left
for a person to cope with. Moshe recognized that meaningless suf-
fering was far worse. Unjust suffering bothered Moshe so much that
he killed a taskmaster who was mercilessly beating a Jew.

Before any objective moral code had been set describing how
abhorrent such brutal slavery is, it would have been easy for Moshe
to shrug off the subjugation of a whole people as simply a function
of how the world operates. Instead, he chose God’s path, over the
opulence of a palace and a princely life. 

Perhaps if there were legitimate reasons why the Jewish people
were enslaved, if such a thing were possible, Moshe may have hes-
itated to help. But Moshe saw that his people were suffering for no
purpose whatsoever.

When we cannot make sense of the circumstances in our lives
where we have been harmed, when there are no good reasons for
the pain, it makes the difference between feeling unbearable agony,
and being able to withstand the pain.

When there is no evident explanation, one of ways in which peo-
ple mitigate suffering is through faith that there is a greater plan set
out by God, or that something can be learned from the experience.

Rabbi Yitzchok Kirzner, in his book, Making Sense of Suffering: A
Jewish Approach explains it well: “Though we would never choose
intense suffering for ourselves, faith that it is part of the growth
process can take away, if not the pain, at least some of its sting.
Knowledge that the suffering has purpose and is leading somewhere
offers me the strength to weather the crisis.

But if that suffering has no meaning, I am left all alone, a helpless
victim of blind fate or randomness.”
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Thoughts on a nuclear Iran
By MYRON LOVE

Call me naïve, but I am not overly concerned about Iran dropping a
nuclear bomb on Israel any time soon.

I have to say, first of all, that Iran looks very likely to have the bomb
before much longer. This most recent round of negotiations ended with
ambiguous results. Iran claims that it received international approval for
its nuclear program. The Obama administration is known for lying and its
support for anti-American regimes. While the American Congress stands
united in support of continued and strengthened sanctions, the Obama
administration will, as it has in the past, try to work around Congress on
this.

To quote Israeli internet blogger and commentator Barry Rubin (“The
Rubin Report”): ”Iran is going to get nuclear arms anyway, as the West will
not oppose Tehran and will not support an Israeli attack on Iran. Of
course, despite any deal and short-term delay in Iran’s quest for nuclear
weapons, this will embolden Iran in the long-run.

“I would also suggest that this deal will fall apart sooner. Iran will never
implement it, and once this becomes clear, it will only be a question of
what the U.S. administration decides to do as a result.”

I say that Iran will not drop a nuclear bomb on Israel the day after it
builds one – or any time thereafter – for several reasons. First, there is the
issue of delivery. 

By plane? Highly unlikely that any Iranian war plane – let alone one car-
rying a nuclear bomb – can get anywhere near Israel before being shot
down.

Ballistic missile? Once again, I have full confidence that Israel would be
able to destroy said missile before it reaches Israel.

A dirty bomb carried into the country in a suitcase? Israel has the best
security in the world. So that scenario is highly unlikely.

And the Iranian rulers may sound fanatical and crazy but they are not
stupid. It may be little known that Iran is no longer ruled by the mullahs
(except for the Supreme Leader). The Revolutionary Guards are the real
rulers of the country and guard leaders control the economy. They know
that if they succeed in dropping a bomb on Israel, they and Iran would
face catastrophic destruction from Israel’s response.

So, if the Iranian goal of a nuclear weapon, despite the rhetoric is not to
bomb Israel, why does the leadership continue to pursue this path? Again,
quoting Barry Rubin; “I would suggest that Iran never intended to use
nuclear weapons but rather wished to have them as defensive weapons
against Israel, so it could use them to pursue regional aggression by con-
ventional means. Iran’s desire to obtain nuclear weapons is a move to
guarantee the regime’s survival, a sort of insurance policy.”

I would add that national pride is also a factor. By joining the still rela-
tively exclusive nuclear club, a country gains much prestige and respect.
Iran can see by the example of north Korea how having a few bombs
brings the world to your door offering everything to keep you happy.

There is also the matter of Iran’s efforts at regional domination, an effort
that being a nuclear power enhances. Other countries will hesitate to
oppose a country that possesses nuclear weapons.

Obviously, the only country in the world now that would even attempt
to prevent Iran from having nuclear weapons is Israel. Can Israel stop Iran? 

I believe that Israel has the capability to bomb Iran’s heavy water plant
at Arak and maybe destroy many of the centrifuges. It would be a setback,
but wouldn’t necessarily in the end destroy Iran’s nuclear program.

Is Israel going to bomb Iran? I don’t know. I do know though that, if it
happens, Israel will not say anything publicly – based on Israel’s destruc-
tion of the Syrian nuclear reactor six or seven years ago – and Iran might
not say anything publicly either.

Nor would Iran be able to respond to such an attack through its
Hezbollah and Hamas proxies. Hezbollah is tied up in the Syrian civil
war. The Lebanese Shia terrorist group is taking casualties – several hun-
dred dead and many more wounded – propping up Bashir Assad and I
don’t think it is capable of a two-front war.

As for Hamas, that terrorist force is being hurt badly by Egypt’s destruc-
tion of most of its tunnels into Sinai. In any event, I am confident that the
Israeli Air Force would bring massive destruction on both Gaza and
Lebanon should Hezbollah or Hamas try anything.

(I personally think that a more effective action by Israel vis-à-vis Iran
would be to destroy Iran’s oil fields – a move that would cripple the coun-
try economically and scare away Western oil companies.)

There are two other issues that are masked by the debate over the cur-
rent negotiations and whether or not Iran would bomb Israel. First, if Iran
does get a bomb, Saudi Arabia already has placed an order with Pakistan
for a ready-made Saudi bomb.

The second factor is that Iranian influence continues to grow in South
America – particular in Venezuela - in America’s own backyard, where
Iranian agents are involved in drug running and possibly other nefarious
activities.

But much like Syria and chemical weapons, the tall foreheads in diplo-
macy pick up only on sideshows because they don’t want to face the larg-
er issues/threats which might require their governments to actually do
something.

By

DAVE GORDON
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MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

DECEMBER 11

IZZIE MOSER
Passed away on No-

vember 18, 2013 at the
age of 92 in Vancouver,
B.C.

Born in Lvov Poland in
1921 to Levi and Fanny
Moser, Izzie came to
Winnipeg with his fam-
ily in 1929.  He lived in
Winnipeg for 64 years
where he had a career in
manufacturing and real
estate, before moving to
Vancouver in 1993.

Izzie was a devoted fa-
ther, a proud zeda, a car-
ing brother and a loving

uncle to many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
He was a true mentsch,  a kind and gentle man with a
generous spirit and booming voice, who had an insatia-
ble appetite for life.

Izzie is predeceased by his sister Ruth Fenson and his
ex-wife Kayla Moser (nee Krevoy).  He is survived by
his brother Frank Moser of Jerusalem, his children
Susan Moser (Thea Breite) of Boston and Larry Moser
(Tarra Gray) of Ottawa.  He is also survived by 4
grandchildren: Li, Shalev, Shirel and Sophie and many
adoring nieces, nephews and cousins.

The family would like to thank the staff and compan-
ions at the Louis Brier Home and Hospital for the
loving care they gave to our father during the last 3.5
years.

The funeral was held on November 21, 2013 at the
Schara Tzedeck  Cemetery in Vancouver.  Donations
in Izzie’s memory may be made to the Louis Brier
Foundation (earmarked for the Special Companion
Fund) and sent to The Louis Brier Foundation, 1055
West 41st Ave., Vancouver, B.C. V6M1W9 and Cystic
Fibrosis Canada, www.cfvancouver.ca

 Zichrono L’vracha, May his memory be a blessing.

BARNEY CHARACH
1922-2013

Barney passed away
peacefully November 23,
2013 at the age of 91.

From early on it was
apparent that Dad was
quite a character. We have
been inundated with sto-
ries starting from his
youth of his shenanigans
and mischievous nature.
He was an avid teller of
jokes, always rewarded
with instant laughter. It

was this gift that allowed him to capture spontaneous
expressions in the photos he took during his 60 years of
professional photography.

Dad always said that the happiest and proudest time
of his life was serving with the Royal Canadian Air
Force overseas from 1942-1945. It was in the photo-
graphic division of the Air Force where he was for-
mally trained in photography. Dad also ran charters to
Las Vegas as a secondary business. With his wife and
partner Myrna by his side he greeted and escorted
thousands of people. And again more memories have
been shared with us of the good times people had on
these junkets.

Dad was twice blessed with two life partners. He was
married to Bernice for 28 years. After her passing, he
was fortunate to meet Myrna and shared 40 happy
years with her.

During dad’s lengthy illness, the palliative care team
were there for us at every turn. There are too many to
name and thank personally. It is the family’s wishes
that donations be made in Barney’s memory to the
Palliative Care Endowment Fund, St. Boniface Hospi-
tal Foundation, 409 Tache Avenue, R2H 2A6 (204)237-
2067.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and sisters.

MAX

BERINSTEIN
who passed away

February 27, 2004
5 Days in Adar

EVELYN

BERINSTEIN
who passed away
January 9, 2004
15 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA BROWN
who passed away
January 11, 1979
12 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by your
children and grandchildren.

16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEATRICE

DVEER

January 4, 1998

6 Days in Tevet

You are always in
our thoughts and

in our hearts

With love - always

Your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOPHIE

ELFENBEIN
who passed away
January 12, 2006
12 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. MORRIS

ERENBERG
who passed away

December 21, 2010
14 days in the month of Tevet
— Fondly remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

13th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOL GERB
who passed away
January 4, 2001

9 days in Tevet, 5761
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

EDITH CLAIRE

HONIGMAN
who passed away

December 21, 1988
13 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
misssed by her son Archie, her
daughter Brenda, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

SHIRLEY

PACKER
who passed away

December 25th, 2009
9th Day in Tevet 5770

To us she was someone special,
Someone set apart,
Her memory will live forever,
Engraved within our hearts,
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
husband Arnold, children
Cheryl (Brian), Mindy (Brad),
and Martin (Michelle); grand-
children Dana (Brad), Kyle,
Jason, Jonathan, Kira and
Justin.

In Memoriam

4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

Third Yahrzeit

ZELMA

ZITZERMAN
14 Tevet 5772-January 19, 2011
Every day she prayed for the
good health and wellbeing of
her family, friends and Israelis;
every night she recited
“Schcmai Israel Adenoi
Elohenu Adenoi Ehod”, every
morning she began the day
looking for kindness in others
and showing compassion to
those who were troubled. Yes,
dear wife and mother, you were
one of a kind; deserving to be
missed and loved by us forever
with joy and in reverence.
— Your ever loving Shelly,
David and Mira.
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MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

DECEMBER 18

7th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEAH

FRANKEL
who passed away
January 3, 2007
13 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father

and brother

IRVIN

GOLDMAN
who passed away

December 29, 1993
15 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly mised by his wife,
children and brother.

In loving memory of

BELLE GRAND
who passed away

December 25, 1996
15 Days in Tevet

Always In Our Hearts And
Thoughts

Never To Be Forgotten
— And Sadly Missed

By Her Family.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS

ISENBERG
who passed away

December 25, 2004
13th Day of Tevet

Dad, you are forever on our
minds
Always in our hearts
And very deeply missed
— Love your children and
grandchildren.

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYLVIA

JARNIEWSKI
who passed away

December 23, 1977
14 Tevet 5738

at age 53
— Her memory is forever
cherished by her daughter,
Belle.

36th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH KATZ
who passed away

December 16, 2010
10 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your son
Murray, daughter-in-law
Cheryl and granddaughter
Farah.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FRED KITTNER
who passed away
January 4th, 1996
12 Days in Tevet

Our lives go on without you
and nothing is the same,
we have to hide our heartache
when someone speaks your name.
The special years will not return
when we were all together,
but the love we hold for you within
our hearts, will be with us forever.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
wife Sylvia and sons Brad and
Mark, and sister-in-law
Charlotte.

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYD PALAY
who passed away

December 18, 2010
11 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LOUIS

RABINOVITCH
who passed away
January 7, 1971

10 Days in Tevet, 5731
—Ever remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PEARL RAYMAN

who passed away
January 4, 1980
15 Days in Tevet

Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
And what it meant to lose you,
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDA

ROSENTHAL
who passed away
January 7, 1990
10 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered by her
son, grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.

In Memoriam

JUDITH

VERES
who passed away
December 2, 1998
13 Days in Kislev

DR. ALEXANDER

VERES
who passed away
January 31, 2010
16 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

— Ever loved, remembered and missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

15th Yahrzeit 4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX BURKE
who passed away
January 1, 1975
18 Days in Tevet

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE (CHANA)

BURSTEN
who passed away

December 24, 1994
21 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MOTEL CHOCH
who passed away

December 23, 2009
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC HILF
who passed away
January 5, 1983

20 Days in Tevet, 5743
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his stepdaughter
Lucy Katz, grandchildren
Mel and Esther Verin and
great-grandchildren Jeremy
and Tanya.

We light the thirteenth yahrzeit
candle in loving memory of

BILL

KAMINSKY
who passed away

December 28, 1999
19 days in Tevet

Your spirit lives on and always
will.
Times you laughed, gave advice
or just listened echo in the
memories of all those whose
lives you touched.
You will always be remembered
- your legacy will live on.
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by your loving wife,
children, grandchildren
family and friends.

In Memoriam
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In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LOU LEIBL
who passed away

December 27, 2002
22 Days in Tevet

You are missed every day
We remember your strong spirit
Wisdom and encouragement
May your soul be at peace

With much love
— Your family and friends

In loving memory of

RUTH PERMUT
who passed away
January 14, 2009
18 Days in Tevet

Time heals the separation
Memories are as bright as ever
Never forgotten in our hearts
— Husband, children,
grandchildren and great-
granddaughter.

In Memoriam

Fifth Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM POLLOCK
who passed away

December 28, 1980
22 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLA

MANDELL
who passed away on

January 15, 2001
20 Tevet 5761

In our hearts your memory
lingers
Always tender, fond and true
There's not a day dear mother
We do not think of you
Treasured still with love sincere
Memories of her we loved so
dear
Always so good, unselfish and
kind
Few on this earth her equal
we'll find.
— Lovingly remembered and
very sadly missed by your
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY (HASH)

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

December 28, 1996
19 Days in Tevet

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVELYN

SHUSTER
who passed away
January 2, 2005
21 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving husband,
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOLLY

SILVERMAN
who passed away
January 4, 2002
20 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great
grandchildren and sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARAH ANNE

TELCHEN

(nee GLASSMAN)
who passed away

December 22, 1994
20 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered by her
nieces and nephews.

In loving memory of

ANNE

WEINSTEIN
who passed away

December 29, 2004
17 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and
loved by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam

Obama takes aim at Israeli
positions on Iran

WASHINGTON (JTA) -- President Obama
sharply criticized as not viable several Israeli
government postures on talks with Iran.

In a wide-ranging talk with Haim Saban,
the entertainment mogul who funds the
annual Saban Forum in Washington, Obama
took aim at claims by Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu that increased pressure
during the interim talks between Iran and
world powers would extract greater conces-
sions from Iran.

Obama anticipated a final deal that would
grant Iran some uranium enrichment capa-
bilities.

Alluding to the view of Netanyahu and a
number of lawmakers in Congress that addi-
tional sanctions should be applied, the pres-
ident said, "What this comes down to is the
perception that if we kept churning up the
pressure, new sanctions, more sanctions,
more military threats, etc., that eventually
Iran would cave."

Instead, Obama said, increased pressure
would likely drive away allies who have

helped keep up the existing pressure on Iran through U.S.-led sanc-
tions.

Obama outlined U.S. red lines in a final agreement, including the
dismantling of the plutonium reactor at Arak and the underground
nuclear reactor at Fordow, as well as advanced centrifuges.

However, he suggested an enrichment program would remain in
place with restrictions that would ensure that "as a practical matter,
they don't have a breakout capacity."

That, Obama acknowledged, contradicted Netanyahu's objective
that "we can't accept any enrichment on Iranian soil, full stop."

Israel's government believes that Iran has been allowed to
advance its nuclear capability to the point where even a modest
enrichment capability positions it dangerously close to weapons
breakout capacity.

Demanding no enrichment, Obama said, was unrealistic, likening
it to a president believing Congress would pass every one of his leg-
islative initiatives.

The Iranians needed to come to a deal that would afford them
some "dignity," he said, and alluded to broad popular support in Iran
for some enrichment capacity.

Obama said he did not trust Hassan Rouhani, Iran's newly elect-
ed president, but noted that he was elected on a platform of reach-
ing out to the West.

Again alluding to a Netanyahu claim, he said that those who say
Rouhani is not different from his predecessor, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, a Holocaust denier and anti-Israel maximalist,
"understate the shift in politics" in Iran.

Obama twice said that he would reassert the military option
should talks fail with Iran. He said "we can consider and prepare
for" the option.

The U.S. leader emphatically rejected hard lines in dealing with
other countries.

"Wherever we see the impulses of a people to move away from
conflict and violence and toward a diplomatic resolution of conflict,
we should be ready to engage them," he said. "We have to not con-
stantly assume that it's not possible for Iran like any country to
change over time."

Obama said he had a good, open relationship with Netanyahu.
"There are occasionally significant tactical differences, but there is

a constancy in trying to reach the same goal," he said of the rela-
tionship.

With happy and loving
memories of our beautiful

CLARIBEL

SIMKIN
who passed away
January 6, 1991
20 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered by her
daughters, son-in-law and
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

Jerusalem’s Hadassah hospital teetering 
near financial collapse

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem is on
the brink of financial collapse, The Forward reported. 

The hospital is facing a $300 million deficit, including $80 million
accrued in the last year, according to the newspaper. 

Efforts by Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization of
America to save the medical center have resulted in a break with the
hospital leadership in Israel. The organization has not been able to
increase its funding for daily operations of the hospital, The Forward
reported, and cash-flow problems caused hospital employees to
receive only a partial salary in November 

Last year, during the Hadassah organization’s 100th anniversary
celebrations, the group dedicated a state-of-the-art hospital tower
fully funded by the organization through a national campaign. The
tower is not yet fully operational, however, requiring another $45
million to reach that level.



‘Wineing’ with Francine
I believe the Jewish

crowd is somewhat
aware that there are
many good kosher
wines produced these
days.

Most people have a
perception of kosher
wine in a square bottle

with the screw top screaming extra sweet and
extra awful. The thickness is like 10w-40 motor
oil but may be nice as a condiment.

That’s not always the case though. There are
some excellent kosher wines that are produced in
different regions of the world, from the sparkling
bubbles of Yardens, bottled in the Gaililee, to the
Champagnes of France and California.

As for me, I like the very dry Cabernet
Sauvignons. There are also the Barkan series,
dessert wines and ports.

What makes the wine kosher is that it is han-
dled only by Sabbath observing Jews using
uncontaminated vessels and utensils. Otherwise
kosher wine is made exactly like non-kosher
wines. Winemaking, therefore, is about the tech-
nique and where the wine has been created.

Here are some delicious recipes that feature
wine as a component. So l’chaim, and good fress-
ing!

* * *
CRISPY ROAST DUCK WITH 

POMEGRANATE-FIG GASTRIQUE
The gastrique sauce balances the sweet with

sour and counteracts the richness of the duck.
Serves 8.

2 ducks about 3 -1/2 lbs each
Preheat oven 350. Wash ducks well, dry well.

Score skin in a diamond pattern all over without
cutting into flesh. Sprinkle with salt and pepper
and set aside.
Make the sauce
1 cup sugar
1 cup red wine vinegar
1 liter chicken stock 1/2 cup Tunisian fig brandy (
opt)
30 ripe fig, chop 20 and quarter 10
1 cup pomegranate seeds
1 lemon

Place sugar in heavy
saucepot and heat on
low without stirring
until sugar melts and
caramelizes.

Do not let burn and
remove from heat. Add
vinegar, keep your face
away in case it splat-
ters, then add the
stock, the liquor and
the chopped figs and
the crushed seeds of a
pomegranate.

Simmer until the
sauce is thickened and
flavorful about 30 min-
utes. Strain through a
sieve.

Return the strainer
sauce to the pan and
simmer add the quar-
tered figs. Taste and
adjust for tartness by
adding some squeezed
lemon juice, salt and
pepper. Keep warm.

Finish the duck. Heat
a large skillet over a
high flame and has
been coated with a lit-
tle oil. Brown each
duck on all sides,
draining the fat that
runs through the cuts.

Place the well

browned ducks on a roasting rack in a large pan
and roast breast side down for 45 minutes.

Turn baste with sauce and roast 20 minutes.
Turn baste with sauce and roast 10 minutes.
The ducks should reach 180 degrees with a

thermometer when cooked.
Remove from oven let stand for a bit.
Spoon sauce on a plate, top with a portion of

duck and surround with a bit more sauce and fig
quarters.

* * *
CHICKEN BRACIOLE AND POMEGRANATE-

GLAZED BUTTERNUT SQUASH
My home was filled with a wonderful aroma,

full of traditional fall kitchen flavours.
2 lbs skinless boneless chicken breast
1 bunch kale cleaned and chopped
10 garlic cloves, minced
2 onions chopped
1 can crushed Italian tomatoes
1 cup deep red dry wine
1/2 cup olive oil
4 bay leaves
1/2 cup chopped pitted Greek olives
1/2 cup capers fresh chopped parsley

Heat oil in pan add 1 chopped onion, 5 cloves
and sauté until golden, add kale, sale and pepper.

Cover and cook until soft. Remove from pan
and set to cool.

Place a piece of parchment down onto the
counter. Lay the chicken on the parchment and
fill with the kale filling. Roll each piece of chick-
en and tie with kitchen twine. Set aside.

Make sauce: Heat remaining oil in a pan add
remaining onion capers tomatoes garlic wine
olives and bay leaves bring to simmer. Cook to
reduce 20 to 30 minutes set aside.

Add small amount of olive oil to pan and brown
chicken on all sides add sauce. Bring to simmer
20 to 30 minutes. Remove from heat and sprinkle
with parsley.

Serves 4.
* * *

POMEGRANATE -GLAZED 
BUTTERNUT SQUASH

1 lb butternut squash, cubed 1/2 inch cubes
1/4 pomegranate syrup ( not juice)
Olive oil, salt and pepper

Preheat oven 400. Cover a large baking sheet
with parchment paper.

Mix all ingredients on the sheet. Roast for 20
minutes.

Serves 2 to 4 - very yummy.
* * *

BEST BRISKET EVER
Oven 300 preheat

1 6 -8 lb brisket for 8 - 10 hungry people plus left-
overs
2 onions coarsely chopped
2 to 3 stalks celery with leaves coarsely chopped
2 to 3 carrots coarsely chopped
2 to 3 garlic cloves whole 
2 bay leaves
2 branches of rosemary
3 stems thyme
5 basil leaves (OPT)
1/2 bottle wine (a chardonnay or whatever left-
over wine you have in your kitchen)
1 - 28 canned whole tomatoes 
homemade chicken broth to cover the brisket

Place everything in a heavy dutch oven and
cover tightly for 4-5 hours or even longer at a
lower temperature. When your brisket cuts itself
with a fork, it is done. Afterwards take it out of the
oven and let cool.

Take the brisket out of the juices and let cool
completely. When cool, cover and refrigerate.

Place the potatoes in the juice of the brisket in
the dutch oven and put it on the stove, covered
over a medium flame until the potatoes are soft
and cooked. Then refrigerate until ready to use.

Save all the brisket juices.
Next Day

Once cold, use a knife to slice off all the fat
from under the brisket. Then slice the brisket
against the grain into 1/4 inch slices.
Day Of

Heat brisket by either:
1. Place potatoes and meat in casserole dishes

and cover very well in heavy duty aluminum foil
or double wrapped in regular foil and back at
350F for about an hour until brisket and potatoes
are heated through.

2. Keep everything in the dutch oven you baked
it in and heat on stove at 350F for one hour.
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22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, December 11, 2013

From towel boy at the Y to top man at Talisman
Jeff Booke is a perfect illustration of how

you can start right at the bottom (in this case
literally) and get to the top. For those who
want a lesson on how to get ahead, Jeff is a
case book (pardon the pun) example. He is
the son of Larry and Brenda Booke, was born
and raised in Winnipeg – a product of Ramah
and later Grant Park and Kelvin High Schools
and the University of Manitoba where he

received a Bachelor’s of Recreation (Dean’s Honour List). He later pur-
sued and received an MBA through Haskayne MBA, where he gradu-
ated with the honour of Beta Gamma Sigma. Now, those are fancy
names, but Jeff was able to translate academic success into real life. 

Jeff’s first real job was at the YMHA Health Club at 370 Hargrave
Street, and that job was bagging towels. Anyone who went to the old
Y will recall that the Health Club was in the basement. Keep that fact
in mind as you will see just how far Jeff has progressed from that base-
ment. Gradually, Jeff left towels to become a lifeguard, then he moved
to the front desk, finally to duty manager at the fitness centre. This did
not happen overnight, but slowly and surely Jeff Booke became a val-
ued member of the YMHA team. He attributes his interest in sport and
recreation even to this day to those years he spent at the Y, also to his
many years at B’Nai Brith Camp.

Jeff says he was fortunate to have had two individuals who had sig-
nificant influences on his professional career in the form of former
executive directors of the Rady Centre. He refers to Hal Bordy who,
according to Jeff, understood the purpose of a JCC and Sue Boreskie,
who knew how to run a business. Jeff attributes his objective of lead-
ership style to this combination of Hal and Sue – that is – strong busi-
ness skills and an unwavering commitment to the purpose of the orga-
nization. 

In 2002, while working for the Rady Centre as programme director,
Jeff was recruited to take on the job as the executive director of the
Calgary JCC. At that time, Jeff had just turned 30 and was one of, if not
the youngest executive directors in JCC history. You could almost com-
pare it to the time in 1957 when the Winnipeg Blue Bombers handed
the coaching reins of the football team to an untested and youthful

Bud Grant. 

Jeff would love to
emulate that record.
When he took over
the job in Calgary,
the JCC there was in
need of much atten-
tion – to put it mild-
ly. Even the wallpa-
per was peeling.
Worse, the organi-
zation was not
attracting new cus-
tomers. 

The task at hand
was to increase
membership and do
some major
fundraising to inject
a revenue stream
into the facility. This
is easy to say, but
Jeff knew he had to
focus on family, fit-
ness and health,
along with adding
some culture, edu-
cation and social
programming. 

One area that Jeff
was able to improve
upon almost imme-
diately was to aug-
ment the annual
Sports Dinner rev-
enue from $50,000
to $215,000.00.
Best of all, the mem-
bers responded and
were happy with the
changes that Jeff

implemented. Jeff was able to make such a difference in a short time
that he was recognized by a Calgary magazine as one of the “top 40
under 40”. 

After eight years at the helm of the JCC in Calgary, Jeff was invited to
complete for the prestigious job as head honcho of what is known in
Calgary as the Talisman Centre, an all-purpose fitness and athletic
facility and a building of enormous size and scope aimed at not just
the average person, but also the elite athlete. 

He was up against very stiff competition for this position; in fact he
was chosen over 186 other candidates to run this multi-million dollar
business. I suspect the reason he was selected was because he pre-
sented an appealing and yet realistic vision, had the appropriate edu-
cation and experience and most of all, because he projected confi-
dence to those that worked around and under him. 

Jeff, married and the father of two sons, recognizes that there is an
important other aspect of leading, and that is to be a part of the city
life in Calgary. Thus, he volunteers for the United Way, Autism Calgary
and The Alberta Senior Housing Apartment Complex. 

With all of this, Jeffrey Booke has a full plate, but he does still mange
to keep his connections to Winnipeg and area very much alive. He
comes to Winnipeg every summer and spends quality time in
Winnipeg, Winnipeg Beach and Lake of the Woods. 

His career, with its beginnings in Winnipeg, has blossomed in
Alberta, and odds are that he has further to go up the ladder. You can
make “booke” on that!

& LOUNGE
789 Portage Ave.

772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
The Finest in

Authentic Italian Food
Since 1978

We can cater your
Home or Office

Parties

Book Now
For Your

Get Togethers
(Private Rooms for 25-100 people

available at Portage location)

When the Winnipeg Jets have a Saturday
afternoon game our Portage location

will be open for lunch
Free Parking

Phone for details

By

GERRY POSNER

of the documentary footage avail-
able of the appalling suffering in
large-scale commercial pig barns. It
is especially heart-wrenching when

you see how playful and spirited pigs can be when allowed their
freedom. Yes, in the end they are all going to be slaughtered for
meat…but aren’t they entitled to a decent life up to that point?

I know what you’re thinking – “What does this have to do with the
Jews?” Well, I’m wondering what would happen if we could find
100 Orthodox rabbis to come forward and say that for the sake of
tzaar bale-khayim, that they were going to sit down to a Sabbath
meal of free-run pork. 

“What in the world would be the point of that?” I hear you ask.
I’m thinking it would send a pretty powerful message to the rest of
the world. After all, we are famous for regarding khazer-fleisch as an
abomination. Wouldn’t it say something to the world if all those rab-
bis were willing to break one of our most sacred commandments in
order to encourage more humane treatment of animals? 

For two thousand years our people have distinguished themselves
by the extraordinary lengths to which we have gone to follow God’s
laws to the letter, even in the face of the greatest difficulties. Many
of our religious leaders have preached that only by reaching perfec-
tion in our obedience to those commandments can we hasten or
bring about the coming of the Messiah. Now, I can’t pretend that I
am personally a believer, but what if…what if the real reason we
were given those laws was to test us, not to see how obedient we
could be, but to see if we had the courage and the clarity of vision
to understand when we ought to break those rules instead of fol-
lowing them?

It’s something to think about.

Marty Green
Continued from page 11.

Gerry Posner

JEFF BOOKE: chosen over 186 other candidates to run the Talisman
Centre in Calgary, an all-purpose fitness and athletic facility and a
building of enormous size and scope aimed at not just the average
person, but also the elite athlete.



the support of a super power.” 
The next question led to Fletcher’s

telling the blood-curdling story to which
I referred early in this article:

“Have you ever been in danger?”
Fletcher recounted the time he was in a war zone with several other

reporters. (He didn’t say where it was, but from his description it sound-
ed very much like Bosnia or Kosovo.) Inadvertently he and the other
reporters had wandered into a minefield. One of the others in the group
stepped on a mine and detonated it. Another of his colleagues, upon
seeing their colleague set off the mine, instinctively ran to help him.
They were both killed. One more of the group was also blown up.
Fletcher said that he was able to make his way out of the minefield,
although how he did it he couldn’t say.

Another time, when he was in Sudan, Fletcher had noted earlier in
his talk, he watched a father holding his young son in his arms as the
boy died from starvation. It’s hard not to think of the residual effect that
those two experiences alone must have had upon Fletcher. I suppose
though, that anyone who survived the Holocaust must have witnessed
equally horrific scenes. But to think – Fletcher is the kind of rare indi-
vidual who spent his career running to war zones, not running away
from them. That takes a special breed of cat, doesn’t it?

To return to the questions from the audience, someone wondered:
“Why was there so little resistance from the Jews toward the Nazis?”

Fletcher answered: “That’s the question that preoccupies everybody.
Everyone must have held out hope. They were promised a better life in
the east.” But, Fletcher went on to say: “I think you would have to have
been pretty dumb to have believed it” (the promise of being resettled
in the east.)

Howard Tennenhouse noted though “that no one imagined the idea of
genocide. When they did start to know about it there was resistance.”

Fletcher observed that other horrendous genocides have also taken
place in recent times, again without much resistance from the victims:
“Cambodia killed one-third of their population; in Rwanda, 800,000
Tutsis were killed by Hutus in 100 days; in the Congo, 5 million peo-
ple have been killed in the past ten years.”

“The better question,” Fletcher suggested, is not why didn’t the vic-
tims resist their killers, but “why didn’t anyone come to their aid?”

A profound note on which to end a fascinating evening.

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, Dec. 13 Candle Lighting: 4:09. Mincha: 4:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends:

5:13.
Sunday Morning service: 9:00.
Weekday mornings: 8:00.
Mincha/maariv service for week of Dec. 15-19: 4:15.
Friday, Dec. 20 Candle Lighting: 4:11. Mincha: 4:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends:

5:17.
Mincha/Maariv service for week of Dec. 22-26: 4:20.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is say-
ing kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Dec. 13 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:20 p.m., candle lighting

4:09 p.m. Fast of Tevet.
Saturday, Dec. 14 - Vayhi - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 5:14 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 15 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 16-Thursday, Dec. 19 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00

p.m.
Friday, Dec. 20 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:25 p.m., candle lighting

4:11 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 21 - Shemoth - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 5:16 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 22 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 23-Tuesday, Dec. 24 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 25-Thursday, Dec. 26 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00
p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, December 13 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 4:09 PM
Shabbat, December 14 - Parashat Vayechi / “Bring a Friend to Shul Day” - Morning

Service 9:00 AM; Family Service 10:30 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 5:09 PM
Friday, December 20 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 4:11 PM
Shabbat, December 21 - Parashat Shemot - Morning Service 9:00 AM; Evening Minyan

6:00 PM; Havdallah 5:11 PM
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00

AM
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 PM
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our

vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet Avenue).
Parshat - Vayechi - December 13 – 14 – Kabbalat Shabbat 3:45 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am,

Minchah, 12:44 pm, Shabbat Ends 5:14 pm.
Parshat – Shemot - December 20 - 21 - Kabbalat Shabbat 4:15 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am,

Minchah, 12:47 pm, Shabbat Ends 5:16 pm.
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297
Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and
Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Friday, Dec. 13 - Fast of 10th of Tevet. Fast begins at 6:31 a.m. and ends at 5:09 p.m.

Candle Lighting for Friday, December 13 at 4:09 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:10 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - VAYECHI. SHABBAT CHAZ-

AK. Mincha service at 4:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:13 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:10 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, December 20 at 4:11 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

4:10 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - SHEMOT. Mincha service at

4:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:17 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:15 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: Fri. Dec. 13 - 8pm - Friday Night Live Shabbat Service with Len Udow and the FNL
Band.

Sat. Dec. 14 - 12pm - Yoga Shalom.
Fri. Dec. 20 - 7:30pm - Shabbat Service lay led by Seema Schachter.
Sat. Dec. 21 - 12pm - Yoga Shalom.
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Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

F & J Ceramic Tile

• Professional Tile
Installation

• Exceptional Service
- Superior Results

• Residential &
Commercial

Ferdinant
Ph. (204) 295-1417

C E R A M I C  T I L E

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2  BR and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact 204-453-5178
inquire@shindico.com

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S T A T E

Waterproofing leaky
foundation, repairing

leaky basements,
weeping tiles, chimney

leaks, leveling porches &
steps, patio blocks,

sidewalks & teleposts.
For estimate call

204-582-9048

WATERPROOFING

MISSION HILLS
Rancho Mirage California.

For Rent.
Beautiful large detached
condo in premium gated

community.
2 large BR each with king bed.

Plus large den.
3 ensuite bathrooms,

beautiful views.
Available immediately.

$1,000/week or
$3,500/month.

Call Miriam at 416-312-8387
or email

michelle.hudson@cibc.ca.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Martin Fletcher
Continued from page 14.



Owner Will Kurtz told The
Jewish Post & News that he was
surprised to have been targeted
by certain vociferous individuals
for carrying Sodastream prod-
ucts. Kurtz says that Humboldt’s
Legacy was first started in the
1980s as a means of giving “con-
sumers access to products that
support the shift towards an alter-
native, sustainable economy”. 

Having been at its current loca-
tion on Westminster for over 24
years, Kurtz says he has never
encountered anything like the
current campaign that targets his
particular store for carrying a
product that he says he has car-
ried for years.

In fact, according to information provided by Sodastream, it has “18
production and filling sites worldwide”, although its primary facility is
located in an industrial zone of Maale Adumim known as Mishor
Adumim. The company admits that Mishor Adumim “is a currently dis-
puted area located at a 20 km distance from Jerusalem.”

What some may find truly ironic about the Sodastream situation, how-
ever, is that the majority of its workers are Palestinians. In a circular from
Sodastream made available to me by Kurtz, the company maintains that
“All our employees are treated equally. We employ 300 Palestinian
workers from the local villages who earn  4x to 6x more than they can
make where they live. Plus, they get social benefits - medical, materni-
ty leave, etc., which is unheard of
in their villages. Each worker pro-
vides for the needs of approxi-
mately 10 people on his/her
salary. For those who wish to shut
down the Mishor plant, clearly
they do not have the Palestinian
workers’ best interests at heart...

“We employ Palestinian work-
ers from the ‘disputed areas’;
Israeli Arabs and Jews, Ethiopians,
Russians, Americans and
Bedouins - all under one roof,
working together on the same
production lines. We were among
the first companies to employ the
Darfur refugees when they arrived in Israel after fleeing the genocidal
activities against them. We are bringing work to an area which has more
than 30% unemployment. We firmly believe that economy and invest-
ments will bring peace to the region.”

Finally, Sodastream pledges to continue operations in Mishor Adumim
even if that area were to revert to Palestinian control: “In the event that
this area will be transferred to the new State of Palestine, it will be for
the new authority to   decide if they want to keep this plant, which
employs hundreds of Palestinians. It is a good business and would like-
ly just end up paying taxes to the new entity and continue on. We will
have no problem to close this plant, if we are asked to.”

As a post script to this article, it should be noted that the campaign to
target the three Israeli companies noted previously has also been joined
by at least two Jewish organizations: Independent Jewish Voices and
Jews Against Israeli Apartheid.
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Community newsBring a Friend to Shul Shabbat 9
Saturday, December 14, 2013

Chavurat Tefilah
459 Hartford Avenue • 204-
334-4961
Service Time: 9:30 am

Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue
700 Jefferson Avenue • 204-
338-8503
Service Time: 9:00 am fol-
lowed by Kiddush

Congregation Etz Chayim
123 Matheson Avenue East •
204-589-6305
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 4:20
pm
Service Time: 9:00 am with
guest speaker Sister Leslie
Sacouman, Director of the
Holy Names House of Peace.
2012-2013 Winnipeg Harvest
volunteers will be honoured.
Kiddush to follow. Junior
Congregation at 10:30 am for
children 2-12, followed by
Junior Kiddush. Torah Study
with Rabbi Lander following
Kiddush: The Wisdom of Pirkei
Avot.

Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun
Synagogue
620 Brock Street • 204-489-
6262
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 3:50
pm
Shacharit 9:30 am followed by

Kiddush
Junior Congregation: 10:00 am

Congregation Shaarey Zedek
561 Wellington Crescent •
204-452-3711 
Service Time: 9:00 am fol-
lowed by Kiddush
Family Service: 10:30-11:30
am
Torah L’Chayim (Torah Study):
12:45 pm

Temple Shalom
1077 Grant Avenue • 204-
453-1625
Friday Night Live Shabbat
Service: 8:00 pm Kiddush to
follow.

The Shul @ Chabad
Jewish Learning Centre
1845 Mathers Avenue • 204-
339-8737
Kabbalat Shabbat: Friday, 4:15
pm
Shacharit: 10:00 am followed
by Kiddush

For information about the ser-
vice, call the synagogue in
advance of Shabbat.
For general information, call
Florencia Katz at
204.480.7559.

Israeli boycott
Continued from page 1.

Humboldt’s Legacy co-owner
Krista Kurtz demonstrating a
Sodastream machine, which
applies carbonation to syrup
flavoured water, thereby pro-
ducing home-made soft drinks.

Since 1938, the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg (JFW) is a significant, visible 
force for the betterment of Jewish life in Winnipeg and beyond. With a 
planned retirement in 2014, the Board of Directors is seeking a successor to 
actively participate in an orderly and effective transition, and to provide 

direction for the continued growth and development of JFW. The ideal 
candidate will be an effective leader who will build upon an exceptional legacy 
with one of North America’s most successful and effective Jewish 
Federations. For more information, please visit www.harrisconsult.com  or 
send resumes to Sonja at info@harrisconsult.com, quoting project #14107. 

 

Exceptional CEO 
Opportunity 

 

“We employ
Palestinian workers
from the ‘disputed
areas’; Israeli Arabs

and Jews, Ethiopians,
Russians, Americans
and Bedouins - all

under one roof, work-
ing together on the

same production lines.


