
As of January 12, 2013 the
Rady JCC will be opening
Saturdays from 8:00 am. This
is a change from the current
Saturday hour of opening of
noon. 

In an e-mail sent to all
Rady JCC members, Eric
Sawyer, President of the
Rady JCC wrote: 

“Effective January 12,
2013, the Rady JCC Fitness
Centre, including the pool,
will be open Saturday morn-
ings at 8:00 a.m. In addition
to the Fitness Centre and pool being open,
personal training, group fitness programs,
specialty fitness programs, swimming
lessons and other services will be offered
during the mornings. 

“The staff at the Rady JCC is currently
finalizing group fitness, specialty fitness
and swimming lesson schedules. The
revised schedules and listing of programs
that will be offered will be posted on our
web site (www.radyjcc.com) and available
in hard copy at the JCC by Dec. 10, 2012. 

“As is the current practice, there will be
no exchange of money on Saturdays.
Payment for any programs or services will
need to be made prior to Shabbat. Classes

offered on Saturday will
also be available at other
times during the week. 

“I know that many
members have indicated
that they would like to
work out on Saturday
mornings and I am
pleased that we are able
to respond to this request.
That said, Shabbat repre-
sents one of the most sig-
nificant days in Judaism. I
would like to emphasize
that this is a decision that
the Rady JCC Board gave

very careful consideration to before arriv-
ing at a decision. There will be some mem-
bers of our community that may find this
decision difficult and we respect this per-
spective.”

In moving to open earlier on Saturdays,
the Rady JCC is now in line with the prac-
tices of similar Jewish community centres
in Toronto and Montreal. According to its
website, however, the Vancouver Jewish
Community Centre still opens at 2:00 pm
on Saturdays.

The following press release was
issued by BB Camp:

Wednesday, Dec. 12
As Jews across the world begin

their preparation for Chanukah –
the Festival of Lights – the premier
sleep away camp in northwestern
Ontario is getting ready to bring
back its own light to Lake of the
Woods.

Today, B’nai Brith Jewish
Community Camp (BB Camp) is
pleased to announce that the icon-
ic lighthouse that once stood on the
eastern point of Town Island, wel-
coming all visitors is being rebuilt
thanks to a generous donation by
the Stoller family. Brothers Danny,
Bobby and Michael, along with
their wives Cara, Alyssa and Miriam respectively, will be funding the
lighthouse reconstruction.

The Stoller family has long been associated with B’nai Brith, with
three generations spending their summers at the co-ed resident camp
on Towne Island as campers and counselors.

“I can’t think of a better way to give back to a community that has
done so much for our family,” says Michael Stoller. “BB Camp was so
integral to our development from Jewish boyhood to full members of
the Winnipeg Jewish community. We can’t think of a better way to
come together as a family and take part in a special project.”

The lighthouse will replace the former structure, which stood for
over fifty years on Town Island and was destroyed by a July 2011 storm
that ripped through the small community. The new lighthouse,
designed by alumnus Tomer Diamant, an architect currently residing
in Toronto, will be built on the site of the former structure, near the
main dock on the island, located in Lake of the Woods. Constructed
with a structural steel frame and sheathed in a combination of poly-
carbonate paneling, metal roofing and cedar siding the Lighthouse
will become a showpiece of lake architecture. The building will also
include a lower level program space overlooking the lake for campers
and staff to enjoy. Construction of the new lighthouse will begin in

spring 2013.
“Everyone who went to BB Camp

remembers the lighthouse that
stood on the island,” Bobby Stoller
reflected. “It’s going to be really
special to see the new lighthouse
stand tall once it is complete. All
three of us vividly remember the
old lighthouse being one of the first
things we would see as we went
out to BB Camp in the summer.
We’re glad that a new generation of
campers won’t be denied that same
visual.”

BB Camp is pleased to announce
that the lighthouse will be named
in memory of their parents’
Leonard and Elaine Stoller.

“When the family approached me
with their idea, I was overwhelmed. The generosity shown by the
Stollers is truly unparalleled,” says BB Camp Executive Director
Brenda Tessler-Donen. “I can’t think of a better way to honour the
memory of Leonard and Elaine, two exemplary parents whose guid-
ance has shown what our camp community is all about.”

B’nai Brith Jewish Community Camp programs are open to youth
ages eight to 16 years. The Camp also operates a day camp program
for children ages four – to 12 years and is available to rent by school
and private groups during the spring and end of summer. 

Affiliated with the Jewish Community Centres Association (JCC
Association), programs at BB Camp emphasize everyday fun with val-
ues-based education, recreational activities and challenges, individual
growth, environmental stewardship, leadership and community devel-
opment. It strives to teach the values and ethics of Jewish living by
example, experience, and creative expression. 

BB Camp is a creative Jewish community where campers and staff
strengthen their Jewish identity, their connection with each other in
the Winnipeg Jewish and broader community, their leadership, good
citizenship and appreciation of nature. BB Camp is committed to pro-
viding the finest summer experience for today’s campers while prepar-
ing them to be tomorrow’s community leaders. 

Lighthouse returning to BB Camp
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“Everyone who went to BB Camp remembers the lighthouse
that stood on the island,” Bobby Stoller reflected. “It’s going to
be really special to see the new lighthouse stand tall once it is
complete.”

Rady JCC to be open Saturday mornings

More Rady JCC news on page 2.

ERIC SAWYER
Rady JCC President



Rady JCC announces Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts
The Asper Foundation and the Rady

Jewish Community Centre (Rady JCC)
announce the creation of the Babs Asper
Centre for Cultural Arts at the Rady JCC in
memory of Ruth “Babs” Asper. Through
the Centre, homage will be paid to Babs
Asper’s memory, inspired by her commit-
ment to the community and passion for
the arts.

“Babs Asper was a leader whose support
for community and the arts is an inspira-
tion to all of us. We are very grateful to the
Asper family and The Asper Foundation
for allowing us the opportunity to honour
Mrs. Asper’s memory in a way that I know
will enrich our community” noted Gayle
Waxman, Executive Director of the Rady JCC. 

The aim of the Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts is to promote cul-
tural arts programming to the Jewish and wider communities while
providing leadership and support to advance various art forms.

David Asper, Chair of The Asper Foundation commented, “We are
thrilled with the establishment of the Babs Asper Centre for Cultural
Arts, a fitting tribute to honour our mother’s memory. She was a com-
mitted supporter and lover of the cultural and performing arts and felt
very deeply that they are the life-blood of who we are and how we
best express ourselves. The Rady JCC is a close partner and well-suit-
ed to ably deliver this new institution’s exciting programming.”

The Babs Asper Centre for Cultural Arts will feature top-quality cul-
tural arts programming for the Jewish and wider communities. Its
inaugural season of programming at the Rady JCC will include the
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival, Tarbut: Festival of Jewish
Culture, Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture,
the Izzy Asper Jazz Performances and Music ‘N’ Mavens. 

Rady JCC Staff Member Laura Marjovsky
Selected for Prestigious North American Fellowship

Gayle Waxman, Executive Director of
the Rady JCC is pleased to announce that
Laura Marjovsky, Children and Family
Program Coordinator has been selected
to be a part of the 8th cohort of the Merrin
Teen Professional Fellows Program, a
competitive North American leadership
and training program of the JCC
Association. Laura is one of 14 profes-
sionals working with teens in affiliated
JCCs and camps across North America to
be selected. 

“It has been a real positive and
rewarding experience for me to work
with teens in the Jewish community and
through the JCC. I am excited about the
Merrin Program as I further my educa-
tion. I am looking forward to using what
I will learn through the fellowship and
bringing it back to the Rady JCC” shared
Laura Marjovsky. 

The program includes five seminars
over 14 months, with the first gathering
in New York City in January, 2013. This
selective professional development pro-
gram focuses on developing leadership
and management skills, learning how to serve teens more effectively,
strengthening their professional network and building their career
path, and deepening their Jewish knowledge. In addition to four sem-
inars in the US, the group will spend 10 days together in Israel, with
an in-depth focus on building bridges between North American teens
and their Israeli counterparts. 

Laura Marjovsky has been the Child & Family Program Coordinator
at the Rady JCC since 2009. She has a Bachelor Degree in Education
and has worked in the field for over 20 years. Currently, she supervis-
es over twenty teen counselors and leaders who work in a variety of
positions at the JCC including birthday parties, after school care pro-
grams, family holiday events and day camps. She has been instru-
mental in the Rady JCC’s Teens and Tweens Program which has
become one of the most successful social programs for young Jewish
tweens. She is also in charge of coordinating teen volunteers for sev-
eral community large-scale events such as Yom Ha’atzmaut and holi-
day celebrations.
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LAURA MARJOVSKY,
Children and Family
Program Coordinator: “I
am looking forward to
using what I will learn
through the fellowship
and bringing it back to
the Rady JCC.”

Kadima crumbles, Labor emphasizes
social issues and Likud still dominates
By BEN SALES

TEL AVIV (JTA) – Two months ago,
the strategy for victory was clear: To
unseat Benjamin Netanyahu in elec-
tions on Jan. 22, Israel’s handful of cen-
ter-left parties had to unite under one
banner and choose a leader who could
challenge the Israeli prime minister on
issues of diplomacy and security.

Instead, the opposite has happened.
Netanyahu’s opponents have become
more fragmented, and the center-left
has focused more on social issues than
security.

The Knesset’s largest party, Kadima –
founded in 2005 by Ariel Sharon as a
centrist breakaway from Likud, and later
led by Tzipi Livni – appears to be col-
lapsing. Members have rejoined Likud,
defected to Labor or are joining Livni’s new centrist party, called the
Movement. Some polls are saying that Kadima may not even make
it into the next Knesset.

Shelly Yachimovich, who heads Labor – historically one of Israel’s
two biggest parties but the fifth largest in the current Knesset – has
made socioeconomic issues her focus.

The emphasis on socioeconomic policy represents “a reshuffling
of the system far from the dominance of security issues,” says Tamar
Hermann, senior fellow at the Israel Democracy Institute.

But ceding the debate over security policy to Netanyahu, who has
more security experience than Yachimovich, a former journalist,
clearly gives the prime minister the upper hand.

Meanwhile, the right wing has consolidated, virtually assuring a
third term for Netanyahu. Recent polls show the prime minister’s
ruling Likud Party, which has merged lists with the nationalist Yisrael
Beiteinu party, winning 38 of the Knesset’s 120 seats. Labor, polling
in second place, might not break 20.

Netanyahu’s poll numbers have fallen since the end of Operation
Pillar of Defense in Gaza last month. Some analysts say right-wing
Israelis are unhappy that the prime minister agreed to a cease-fire
rather than pressing ahead with a ground operation. But with
Netanyahu still controlling a daunting lead, center-left parties are
scrambling to find a strategy that gives them a shot at winning the
premiership.

Yachimovich’s focus on social issues, including calls for lower
prices and more social welfare, represents an effort to harness the
energy of the mass social protests Israel saw in the summer of 2011,
when hundreds of thousands took to the streets to agitate for more
help for the middle class. But Labor thus far has failed to reignite the
spark that propelled the protests.

With the Israeli left in shambles – less than 10 percent of Jewish
Israelis identify with left-wing ideology, polls show – Labor has piv-
oted to the center, trying to rebrand itself from a left-wing party to a
centrist one.

“The Labor Party is located and has always been located in the
center of the political map,” Yachimovich told Army Radio on Nov.
25. “Its strength is from its pragmatism, its Zionism, its very prag-
matic struggle for peace and especially from Labor’s being a social
democratic party.”

Yossi Klein Halevi, a senior fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute,
said, “Labor finally figured out that the only way it has a chance for
a comeback is if it distances itself from Oslo,” the 1993 Israeli-
Palestinian peace accords. Labor under Yitzhak Rabin engineered
that peace accord, which many Israelis now view as having failed.

“We’re seeing a revision of the left,” Halevi told JTA. “The main-
stream left is trying to return to the mainstream” of Israeli society.

But the center is already crowded with other Israeli political parties
all competing for the same votes. Yesh Atid, a new party led by former
journalist Yair Lapid, has generated excitement by calling for a lower
cost of living and universal military service. Livni’s new party is stress-
ing the importance of reaching an Israeli-Palestinian settlement that
would result in partition and a Palestinian state – not for the
Palestinians’ benefit or out of some idealistic vision of coexistence,
but as a pragmatic necessity to secure Israel’s democratic future.

Not everyone believes the fragmentation of the center is bad for
the centrists’ cause.

“What’s important is the size of the bloc, not the party,” says
Hebrew University political science professor Gideon Rahat. “Every
party will try to emphasize a different aspect of policy. It’ll be the
same, as if they were united.”

BABS ASPER z”l

SHELLEY YACHIMOVICH
Labour Party Leader



By BERNIE BELLAN
Last spring I reported on the visit here of the

then-International President of AZA, Oz
Fishman. At that time Fishman described to
me the inroads that the B’nai Brith Youth
Organization has been continuing to make
among Jewish youth (and you only have to be
Jewish in order to become a member of
BBYO) worldwide.

With over 18,000 members and chapters in
Canada, the United States, Israel, Great
Britain, Australia, and South Africa, BBYO is
the world’s largest organization focusing on
Jewish youth.

Since 2002, BBYO has operated indepen-
dently of its parent organization, B’nai Brith.
In Winnipeg, for instance, BBYO is under the
supervision of the Rady JCC. With an ener-
getic coordinator in Isaura (Izzy) Clark, BBYO
has continued to expand its programming
here. 

Until recently BBYO was open to students
in Grades 9–12. Recently, however, BBYO
has begun offering programming for students
in Grades 7-8 through something known as
“BBYO CONNECT”. According to informa-
tion provided by BBYO, BBYO CONNECTS
offers “year-round activities including cultur-
al, social wellness, Jewish heritage and social
action programs.”

Recently the newly elected International
“N’siah” of B’nai Brith Girls, Sarah Minion,
along with the newly elected “Grand Aleph
Gadol” of AZA, Logan Miller, were in
Winnipeg, as part of an ongoing tour of
Canadian and American cities.

Both Minion and Miller were inducted into
their roles last August. Since then, Miller
noted, they have visited approximately 15
different regions. Although both graduated
from high school last June, as was the case
with their predecessors - Samantha Levinson
and Oz Fishman, they are both taking a year
off in what they describe as their “bridge
year” to fulfill the many duties of their respec-
tive offices.

While in Winnipeg they had the opportuni-
ty to attend a “Teen Shabbat” program that
was held at the Rady JCC and which saw over
95 Jewish teens in attendance.

With six chapters in Winnipeg – three girls’
chapters (Gabriels, Bat Sheva, and Chaverim);
along with three boys’ chapters (Chadda,
Alophim, and Eskimos), BBYO can be said to
reach one in four Jewish youth who are in the
target population of students in Grades 9-12.
(According to Tamar Barr, Cultural and
Programming Coordinator at the Rady JCC,
there are approximately 750 Jewish youths
who fall into that category. 

When I asked Barr whether that includes
youth from intermarried families, that’s where
she explained the “1/4” Jewish reference, as
mentioned earlier.)

I asked Minion and Miller how BBYO

attracts youths who might have only a very
tenuous connection to being Jewish. “A lot of
people join BBYO for the social experience,”
Miller noted, “and then get in touch with
their Jewish background.”

In addition, I was also advised that, while
BBYO does not have chapters that are exclu-
sively intended for GBLT (Gay, Bisexual,
Lesbian, or Transgendered) youth, there is a
continued attention paid to youth with that
background, and that BBYO provides a very
welcoming atmosphere for them.

In fact, I was told, there are several “special
needs” chapters in BBYO, as the organization
continues to keep pace with changing soci-
etal expectations.

Miller also noted that there has long been a
“competitive atmosphere” among the five
largest Jewish youth groups in North
America, which are all aiming to capture the
attention of high school youth. He listed the
other main youth groups, in addition to
BBYO as: United Synagogue Youth (USY) –
Conservative; National Conference of
Synagogue Youth (NCSY) – Orthodox;
National Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY) –
Reform; and Young Judea (Zionist) – transde-
nominational.

All five of these groups, he said, have
recently banded together in support of “The
Bully Project”, which is a documentary film
about the experiences of five youths who face
bullying on a daily basis. (Apparently, the
film has yet to be screened in Winnipeg.)

This co-operation among previously com-
peting youth groups is an example of the

direction in which both Miller and Minion
said they would like to take BBYO.

Finally, I asked Izzie Clark how BBYO in
Winnipeg communicates with its member-
ship. She answered that it was through
Facebook and e-mails. 

Still, for any parent or grandparent reading
this who might be interested in finding out
more about what BBYO has to offer, either
contact Izzie Clark at 204-477-7547, e-mail
her at: iclark@radyjcc.com, or check out the
BBYO website at www.bbyo.org.
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BBYO continues to enjoy resurgence in Winnipeg

SARAH MINION, “International N’siah”,
B’nai Brith Girls (BBG); and LOGAN
MILLER, “Grand Aleph Gadol”, Aleph Zadek
Aleph (AZA).
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“A lot of people join BBYO for
the social experience,” Miller
noted, “and then get in touch

with their Jewish background.”
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For a change I thought I’d begin by writing
about something other than never-ending ten-
sions in Israel. (I’ll get to that later in this col-
umn.)

Readers should know that, as I’ve attempted
to broaden the focus of this paper, one of the
results has been that I’ve been receiving a
great deal more letters (always sent as e-
mails, by the way) that don’t always get print-

ed.
Recently I had a call from the editor of another Canadian Jewish

newspaper, asking me what our policy was on letters to the editor. 
I told that publisher that we don’t have a written policy any more.

(At one time my late brother, Matt, used to have a lengthy policy defin-
ing what would be acceptable as a letter to the editor, but as more and
more individuals send letters to the editor, I’ve had to take a more “ad
hoc” approach to deciding when to print particular letters.)

In the case of this other newspaper publisher, I was told that the
paper in that city (I won’t say where) is run by that city’s Jewish feder-
ation, and that federation had recently issued instructions not to print
a particular letter. 

I noted that ours is an independent paper and that it would be
unthinkable for me to be told in advance that I couldn’t print a partic-
ular letter. I also said that, as much as our own federation is not always
happy with what goes into this paper, I have never been asked to with-
hold printing anything in advance.

I also told this particular publisher that, for the most part, letters that
do get printed in this paper have to have some sort of relevance to the
Jewish community. Sometimes that’s a tricky decision, however.

I regularly get lambasted for not delving into issues that are of impor-
tance to some individuals – especially when they are highly political
in nature. Why, for instance, do I not criticize this or that political
party, I am asked? To be honest, there is no consistent policy here as
far as drawing a clear line between what might be considered “rele-
vant” to the Jewish community.

Recently, for example, I received an interesting, but quite strange e-
mail drawing an analogy between Chanukah and red-light cameras in
Winnipeg. The letter was well-written and had a kind of strange logic
to it – but it seemed to me that the writer hit on the idea of using a
Jewish reference to push across a point of view that really had noth-
ing to do with anything Jewish. So, I decided not to print it. 

Often, too, I receive e-mails from readers asking me why I don’t
write about this or that issue. I usually respond that, if the writer feels
strongly about a particular issue, then why don’t they write something
about it – either as a letter to the editor, or in a more lengthy “op-ed”
piece. Again though, I ask that there be some relevance to the Jewish
community. 

Turning to some-
thing else – this par-
ticular issue has more
than the usual focus
on things Yiddish.
Let’s not kid our-
selves, however;
every once in a while
we hear that there’s a
new resurgence of
interest in Yiddish.
The fact is though
that, if there is a resur-
gence, it’s among
individuals who grew
up speaking Yiddish –
not among young
people who might
have been exposed to
a very perfunctory
smattering of Yiddish
instruction at the Gray
Academy, for
instance.

N o n e t h e l e s s ,
Yiddish continues to
enjoy a vitality in cer-
tain circles that is
something we should
all cherish. Within the
pages of this issue we
have the following:
Itay Zutra’s now regu-

lar Yiddish column –
which, I am told, has
become quite popular
among readers; Myron
Love’s article about the
revival of the Yiddish
Radio Hour – largely
due to the efforts of Sid
Halpern; a column by
iconoclastic writer
Marty Green about cer-
tain Yiddish expres-
sions; and finally, my
own review of a book
by former Winnipegger
Michael Tregebov that
makes regular use of a
great many Yiddish
expressions – even
though Michael
revealed to me that he
doesn’t actually speak
Yiddish.

There continues to be
a healthy nostalgia for Yiddish – even among those of us who only
have a superficial acquaintance with the language. In a future issue
we will have a story about a new Yiddish circle that have been formed
at the Shaftesbury Seniors’ residence, again under the direction of that
tireless promoter of Yiddish in this city – Laurie Mainster. I am told that
the meetings of this new group have been attracting upwards of 30
individuals at a time – quite an accomplishment I would say.

Speaking of new groups being formed, I hope to have news in a very
short time about the formation of a new book club that will be devot-
ed to books either written by Jews or books that have a Jewish theme.
As well, one of the purposes of this club will be to promote Winnipeg
writers. One of the perks of being a newspaper editor is being on the
receiving end of a constant stream of new books in our office. To be
honest, most of them don’t get reviewed, and that’s something lamen-
table, but occasionally a new book arrives that is astoundingly good.
Yet, publicizing a book must be one of the most difficult tasks imag-
inable. If a book club can help to foment interest in certain books,
then it would certainly be worthwhile to try and create one. Stay tuned
for further details.

Finally, I thought I’d save my latest observations about the fall-out
from the most recent flare-up in Gaza and Israel for last. The most
immediate news, as I write this, is that Hamas leader Khaled Meshal
visited Gaza for the very first time, imbued with the confidence that
he would not be assassinated by Israel, as a result of the terms of the
truce that was arrived at between Israel and Hamas.

For the life of me I can’t understand Israel’s policy of continuing to
want to marginalize Mahmoud Abbas while Hamas grows increasing-
ly popular among Palestinians. Yes, yes, I know that Abbas’s “precon-
ditions” for resuming peace negotiations with Israel have given
Netanyahu and his allies the excuse not to re-engage with the
Palestinian Authority. But, it seems that the current attitude in Israel is
simply to ignore any possibility to negotiate with more moderate
Palestinians - the result of which will leave the field to the extremists.

Further, even Israel’s erstwhile supporters, including Stephen
Harper’s Conservatives, seem to have been taken aback by the Israeli
government’s angry reaction to the recognition of Palestine as an
“observer state” at the U.N. – which was to announce the expansion
of another 3,000 settlement units on the West Bank.

It seems that there is absolutely no one left in the world who can
effectively counsel moderation from within the Israeli government.
And, as the likelihood that the January election will produce an even
more virulently right-wing government in Israel, it is hard to find any
reasons for optimism about the future. One has to wonder whether
Canada might still have a role to play in working behind the scenes to
encourage some kind of peace process between Israel and the
Palestinian Authority. After all, are Israelis really comfortable with the
notion that their only friends in the world are: Canada, the Czech
Republic, Panama, the Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Paulu
and the US Congress? While the U.S. also voted against admitting
Palestine as a non-observer state to the U.N., let’s be honest about it:
The Obama administration is clearly fed up with what  it regards as
the Netanyahu government’s arrogance. Now, too, it seems that, after
initially giving full support to Israel’s position, even Harper’s people,
including External Affairs Minister John Baird, are left wondering just
how defiant Israel will remain to any notion of moderating its position
on settlements. What a mess.
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By SAMUEL LOVE
As the vote in the UN regarding a

Palestinian State takes place, it is impor-
tant to summarize the history of the West
Bank and identify who the Palestinians
are and what they hope to accomplish.
Prior to Israel’s creation in 1948, the
entire land where Israel is presently
located (including the Golan Heights,
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip) was
known as Palestine. Both Jews and Arabs
lived there, under British rule, and they
were considered to be Palestinians. In
1947, the United Nations in Resolution
#181 proposed a two state solution, where the State of Israel would
roughly occupy its present borders and the State of Palestine would
occupy the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and some additional pieces of
land, with all Jews and Arabs being allowed to remain in their places
of residence, regardless of the leadership of their new countries. 

Many Jews voluntarily left the proposed Palestinian State and many
Arabs voluntarily left the proposed Jewish State. The leadership in
Israel agreed to this two state solution and the State of Israel came into
existence on May 14th, 1948. The Palestinian leadership did not agree
to a two state solution. Shortly thereafter, troops from Palestine,
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt (along with additional soldiers from
Iraq, Yemen and Saudi Arabia) attacked Israel. Israel survived the war
and the West Bank and the Gaza Strip left Palestinian hands and
became territories of Jordan and Egypt respectively. In 1967, Lebanon,
Syria, Jordan (who owned the West Bank) and Egypt (who owned the
Gaza Strip) attacked again. Israel won that war (the Yom Kippur War)
and took possession of these disputed territories.

In recent years, there has been a push for a Palestinian State (similar
to what was proposed in Resolution #181) with the primary difference
being that Palestinian’s Arab leadership wants Jewish - Israeli settle-
ments to be removed from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
Conversely, the Arab communities in the undisputed parts of Israel still
exist as they did previously to 1967, and their Arab residents are under
no pressure to leave the State of Israel. Many also report that they
would prefer to live under the current Government of Israel and not
under the Palestinian Authority, despite their close familial and social
ties with Palestinian residents. According to the CIA, the Jewish popu-
lation of East Jerusalem and the West bank is roughly 500,000, or 18%
of the total population, who are predominantly Arabs. 

According to the CIA, the Arab population in the State of Israel
(excluding the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip) is rough-
ly 1,650,000 or 22% of Israel’s total population, who are mostly Jews.
The Israeli communities in the predominantly Arab West Bank are
secluded communities and are frequently attacked and face immense
pressure to relocate. The Arab communities in Israel are integrated and
are considered parts of Israel. The Arab residents of Israel receive the
same benefits that Israelis do, such as access to: employment, social
services, healthcare and education. 

The important difference between Jewish and Arab Israelis is that
many Jewish Israelis are required to serve in the army, while Arab
Israelis are not. Arab Israelis are also allowed to vote in Israeli elec-
tions and they are also allowed to represent their constituents in the
Israeli Parliament (the Knesset). According to the Knesset, 18 of their
120 members are Arabs or Druze, and some of these Arab members
are pro Palestinians who live near the West Bank and support a
Palestinian State. One Arab member of Israel’s Knesset, Afou Agbaria,
even went so far as to suggest that Israeli leaders be charged with war
crimes at the International Criminal Court in The Hague in 2010. 

More recently, Agbaria, (who lives adjacent to the West Bank in the
predominantly Arab city of Umm El-Fahm,) is under investigation for
posting an online picture of Prime Minister Netanyahu with blood
covered hands and clothes, demonstrating his belief that Netanyahu is
responsible for bloodshed in the recent military action surrounding
Gaza. In the meantime, MK Agbaria remains a member of the Knesset
where he continues to push for a two State solution and a self-gov-
erning and self-sufficient Palestinian State. 

This argument in the Knesset, and not at the United Nations, is
where the future of a Palestinian State should be discussed. Palestinian
sympathising Arab MKs support it and the Government of Israel sup-
ports it. Mr. Abbas and the Palestinian leadership in the West Bank
also support it, provided that many conditions are met, including the
removal of ‘illegal’ Jewish - Israeli communities in the West Bank. The
Government of Israel, on the other hand, does not require that its Arab
residents relocate from anywhere within the West Bank, the Gaza
Strip, East Jerusalem or anywhere else within Israel’s undisputed bor-
ders. 

If a key requirement for a Palestinian State is that all 500,000 Jews

leave the West Bank, East Jerusalem and
the Gaza Strip, that state should be sup-
ported, provided that all of the
1,650,000 Arabs in Israel proper,
including the 18 Arab and Druze
Knesset members, be forced to leave
Israel and relocate to the West Bank or
the Gaza Strip. It would be illegal and
intolerable for Israel to force its Arab
residents to leave. It should be equally
illegal and intolerable for the
Palestinians to force their Jewish resi-
dents to leave as a precursor to peace. 

Forcing the Israeli government to
demolish Jewish settlements does not have a place in the peace
process. Seeking status as a member state at the United Nations rather
than engage in direct peace talks with Prime Minister Netanyahu is
also not the answer. It is time for Mr. Abbas to do the right thing for
himself and for his people and forget about removing Jews from West
bank settlements. 

Mr. Abbas and the Palestinian people must lay down their weapons,
cease wasting time at the United Nations, create realistic demands
(that do not involve relocating people solely based on their religion)
and return to the bargaining table with the Government of Israel.
Prime Minister Netanyahu is waiting, the Knesset is waiting, the Israeli
public is waiting and the Palestinians are waiting. It is your time to do
the right thing, Mr. Abbas. The choice is yours, the world is waiting
and the time to act is now. May peace be upon you. 

Canada can play a role
By ALAN LEVY

As a Zionist I believe we need Canada to be viewed as even hand-
ed on the world stage. We want Canada to be respected by the
world so when peace talks between us ( Israel) and the Palestinians
do occur, Canada is invited by both sides to play a meditative role.
If Canada show itsself to be biased in favour of us, that will exclud-
ed them from any future role in peace process negotiations.

It’s to our advantage to have Canada involved in the negotiations
rather than countries that do not have our talent or perspective, not
to mention our rich history of international meditative activity.

This means Canada must not show its hand in as obvious fashion
as it has been of late. Canadian foreign policy must be strategically
planned, particularly towards the Middle East. 

This does not mean that we should model our foreign policy after
the United States. We need to create a bold creative international
vision, as we did in the 1960s with Prime Minister Pearson. We
want the world to view us as international problem solvers - not the
henchmen of the USA. 

“Peace cannot be kept by force; it can only be achieved by under-
standing”. -Albert Einstein

The thesis I am putting forth is
this: The greatest barrier to
peacemaking is fear. Fear makes
us see ourselves as victims or
potential victims and blinds us
to the harm that we ourselves
have done or the threat we pose
to others. 

Embracing peacemaking doesn’t mean that we always avoid con-
flict, but we recognize its real costs and weigh those costs as if they
would be borne by ourselves and our loved ones. Peacemaking is a
journey as well as a destination. 

The necessary political forces need to be applied to the Arab
world and Israel to ensure that the killing stops, and that the parties
work in good faith towards a peaceful resolution of all outstanding
issues. The many barriers that will stop this from happening must be
viewed as negative, if not evil forces, and the western and Islamic
world must act to mitigate such forces. 

There is only one reasonable perceptive the parties must have:
Negotiation,  negotiation, negotiation - in order  for future generations
to come to live in peace, since a conclusive military solution does not
exist. Canada needs to be at the forefront of such an initiative.

If you talk to an Israeli or Palestinians mother about their sons
going into to battle  as long as they have not been brainwashed with
propaganda, they will both say the same thing as mothers all over
the world say about their child in danger, which is that we must
somehow, in some way find our way to a peaceful resolution of this
insanity!
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Setting the facts straight on negotiations

Comment

Peacemaking is a
journey as well as a

destination.



Reesa Simmonds
never walks when she
can run. 

And she likes noth-
ing better than run-
ning in nature.

The budding doctor
(she is currently doing
her resident rotations)
has participated in the

New York Marathon (last year) and marathons
in Boston, Philadelphia, Fargo, Toronto (3rd
place), Phoenix, Laguna Phuket in Thailand
(2nd place), and Nagoya Women’s Marathon
in Japan. 

She did her most recent run in Chicago in
October (She ran even though she had a
cough and fever.), as well as the annual
Manitoba Marathon. (She says that her best
time was just under three hours – the mile-
stone every marathon runner aims for.) She
has been running in the Manitoba Marathon
since 2007, when she finished 13th overall.

And last spring, she and her four-footed
friend Xooom finished first and second
respectively in the first annual Manitoba Trail
Marathon in Spruce Woods in the southeast-
ern part of our province. (Xooom, who is 12
years old now, will soon be retiring from long
distance running.)

The 27-year-old daughter of Fred and Tauba
Simmonds has been running most of her life.
The ultra-long distance runner started run-
ning while attending the Brock Corydon
Hebrew Bilingual program.

“I joined a running club at Brock Corydon,”
she says, “and I was on the track team at
Grant Park High school. While at university, I
entered the half-marathon. In my first full
Manitoba Marathon in 2010, I finished sixth
overall. I was also the fastest woman.”

It was in the summer of 2011 that she
embarked on her most ambitious adventure
as a runner. Accompanied only by Xooom,
she set out over the summer to run every back
country trail through Riding Mountain
National Park.

“Riding Mountain is the ideal venue for
back country running,” she says. “The trails
used to be roads in the early 1900s. They
aren’t great for biking and the distances are
too long for walking. But they are great for
running.”

Over the summer, Simmonds and Xooom
set out on four four-day expeditions. On each
tip, Simmonds established a base camp as the
centre of a pin wheel.

“I was able to do 70-80 km per run,” she
says.

“I learned a lot out there about self-suffi-
ciency,” she notes. “There are a lot of bears,
moose and wolves out there and I loved
encountering them in their natural setting.

“The trails are not well frequented. The park
rangers were calling me for trail reports and
wild life sightings.”

As part of her residency rotation, Simmonds
spent three months in Nunuvat, where she
was also able to run in natural settings. “The
land up there is beautiful,” she says. “It is so
pristine.”

Simmonds’ most recent adventure was a lit-
tle different. On her recent honeymoon in
Hawaii in early November, she and her hus-
band, Chris Kozier, climbed to the summit of
Mauna Loa, one of the world’s most massive
mountains.

“We were in Hawaii for two weeks, but
spent just one day in a hotel,” she says. “We
camped the rest of the time.”

Climbing the 13,500 foot Mauna Loa was a
four-day effort. “I had never been above

10,000 feet before,”
she says. “It was a
grueling and unre-
lenting climb, but
the grade isn’t too
bad.”

She adds that
someone reaches the
summit of Mauna
Loa every ten days or
so.

Next summer, in
addition to the usual
m a r a t h o n s ,
Simmonds is looking
forward to running
in the Ultra
Marathon Canadian
Death Race. The
race takes place
every August Long
Weekend in Grande
Cache, Alberta. 

For the past 12
years, élite racers have come to the Canadian
Rockies to take up the challenge of compet-
ing in one of the world’s toughest adventure
races. The 125 km course begins and ends on
a 4200 foot plateau, passes over three moun-
tain summits and includes 17,000 feet of ele-
vation change and a major river crossing at
the spectacular Hell’s Gate canyon at the
confluence of the Smoky and Sulphur Rivers. 

It was through a friend that Simmonds
became involved in ultra marathon distance
running. While the Death Race will be her
first official ultra marathon, she notes that she
and Xooom have run some unofficial races,
such as winning the 60K Polar Bear Double
Crossing race twice back and forth over
frozen Lake Winnipeg.

While her medical studies right now don’t
leave Simmonds much spare time for formal
training, she keeps in shape and satisfies her
yen for running by running from her Wolseley
home to the Health Sciences Centre and St.
Boniface Hospital and back every day.

“I run about 20 km a day.” She says.

* * * * *

Sheldon and Sandy Earn are adventurers
who enjoy the challenge of visiting exotic
locales. 

The president of Dominion Veterinary Lab
and his wife have toured the Serengeti Plain
in East Africa, taken the train from Victoria
Falls to Johannesberg, Machu Pichu in Peru
and the Galapagos Islands, Brazil and
Argentina, Australia and New Zealand and
most of Europe. 

Their most recent trip though, was their
most ambitious.

In late August, the couple set off on a two
week trip around the world – with the heart
of it a journey across the length of Russia on
the Trans-Siberian Express.

Sheldon Earn notes that the tourist train
consisted of seven passenger cars, two dining
cars, a bar car, a baking car and a staff car.
The 75 passengers included people from
England, Germany and elsewhere in Europe,
Australia and one more from Canada, in
addition to the Earns.

“Sandra started working on booking this trip
two years before,” Earn says. “You have to
book at least 18 months in advance.”

Each couple or single had their own room,
each with their own bathroom and shower,
he notes. While the food was excellent, the
ride was bumpy at times and the sleeping was
a bit of a challenge. Each room had bunk

beds.
Sheldon and Sandra Earn left Winnipeg on

August 23 and flew to Moscow via Toronto
and Frankfurt. “In Moscow, we had time to
see the Kremlin and Red Square, Lenin’s
Tomb, Stalin’s grave, a ballet and a major
shopping mall,” says Earn who had been in
Moscow once before 20 years ago on busi-
ness.

They boarded the train on August 25. “They
initially pulled us out of the station with a
steam engine before switching to a locomo-
tive,” he says.

“Every day, we stopped at a different place
for the say,” he says.

The first stop was Kazan, the capital of
Tatarstan, where they toured the historic
Kazan Kremlin, which dates back 700 years
or more to Mongol times. 

In Yekaterinburg, they toured the house
where Czar Nicholas and his family were
murdered. Crossing into Siberia, they disem-
barked in Barabinsk for lectures on Russian
royal dynasties and the Russian language. 

In Novosibirsk, Russia’s third largest city,
they toured the opera house – one of the
largest in the world – and a mineral museum.
From Novosibirsk, the journey took the
tourists to Krasnoyarsk where there were lec-
tures on Russia’s political leaders and more
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Myron Love

REESA SIMMONDS and husband CHRIS KOZIER at Mauna Loa sum-
mit at 13,680 ft.

SHELDON and SANDRA EARN at their
Dominion Veterinary Lab office.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Continued on page 7. See “Myron Love”.

Nature girl
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Jill Brandes

Once upon a time in wintry
Winnipeg, there lived a woman
named Toby Vinsky, who loved
to tell her little girls bedtime sto-
ries. The kids starred in these
tales, which always began the
same way.

In the story, the girls would
take their seats on the “Magic

Rug” and say the “special” words. Then the rug would fly
them to an enchanted forest, landing in a clearing sur-
rounded by colored doors. 

Toby would ask each of her young listeners to, “Choose
a colored door to open,” and wove a tale related to the
chosen color, with that child featured as the main char-
acter.

Of course, everyone loved these wonderful adventures.
Then the children grew up, married and moved away, but
that is not the end of the story. 

With the arrival of grandchildren, Toby had a new and
appreciative audience for her “Magic Rug” Stories. This
new generation loved the adventures as much as their
parents, so much so, that a couple of years ago one
grandchild made a suggestion – “Bubie, why don’t you
write a book?” “That’s a good idea”, Toby said, and began
to think what form such a book might take.

She decided to ask each of her four grandchildren,
“Which door should I open for you?” Then she sat down
to write a story laced with a lot of humor plus a little
magic and surprise, imagining how each child would react in his or
her fictional environment. Toby, who is an interior designer with an
artistic bent, added clever illustrations, with doors that really opened
to reveal a picture relevant to each story.

Initially, she thought that she would just write them up and send
them off, but she had agreed to a book format. This was turning into

quite a project!
“How can I make
this look like a
book”, she won-
dered?

L o n g - t i m e
friends, Phyllis
and Benny
Hochman, helped
(Phyllis typed the
manuscript, while
Benny “advised”).

Then Toby collated, copied and
bound the stories in four narrow
binders with plastic page sleeves. 

The grandkids loved the stories, but
had a couple of criticisms – “Bubie,
it should be in a library, but not in a
binder” and “You forgot to write who
the illustrator and author were” (she

added a page).
In a recent interview with this author/storyteller, I got a chance to see

the finished product- really quite impressive! 
Open the red door, and you’ll see a musical circus mystery.

Someone has stolen the clown’s red nose and Toby’s grandchild finds
the culprit - It’s Ruldoph! Behind a candy-striped door there’s a town
with lots of candy, but no dentist (Toby’s dentist husband Irv makes an
appearance).

There are messages here too. A green-eyed monster (jealousy) lies
behind the green door. Compromise will save the day. Behind the
Smartees door, there’s a festive party, with guests from many lands.
Each guest receives a box of this candy as a party favor. 

The moral: We’re like Smartees. We all come in different colors, but
we are all the same, and if you treat everyone with kindness, you’re a
smartee too!

There is a happy ending to this story about stories. Toby is starting
another book with a new setting which will include contributions
from the next generation of authors. Her grandchildren have sent her
their own stories for the collection, and one grandchild has even writ-
ten and illustrated a book of her own. What a lovely tradition!

“Bubie, why don’t you write a book?”
ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

Russian lan-
guage lessons.
Then it was on
to Llanskaya

where they toured the Transsiberian railway
museum.

The next stop was Irkutsk, one of Russia’s
oldest cities. Earn notes that Irkutsk has a
Jewish population of more than 20,000, with
a synagogue downtown. At Irkutsk the travel-
ers were treated to a private concert – featur-
ing a singer and pianist – in a mansion, and
dined at the Marriott Hotel.

Irkutsk is near the southern end of Lake
Baikal, which contains one-fifth of the world’s
fresh water. At the village of Slyudyanka on
Lake Baikal, the train stopped to give passen-
gers an opportunity to jump into the lake. “It
was cold as hell,” Earn says.

A little farther along, at another village
called Listvyanka, the travelers saw a village
built entirely of logs.

From there, the train took a side trip south
into Mongolia and to Ulaan Baatar, the capi-
tal city. Among the sights the tourists visited
were a Buddhist monastery which has been
converted into a museum of Mongolian histo-
ry, Mongolian folk performers, a contortionist,
a ger camp (gers are the traditional
Mongolian tents) and also a national park.

Then it was back to Russia and the journey
east to Vladivostok on the Pacific Ocean.
“Vladivostok was a sight to see,” Earn says.
“We saw a World War II submarine in Golden
Bay Harbour. Vladivostok was the nicest place
we saw in Russia.”

From Vladivostok, the visitors were trans-
ported back to Khabarovsk airport - that was
September 8 - for a flight to Seoul, South
Korea. Then, it was on to Vancouver and
home to Winnipeg.

Myron Love
Continued from page 6.

TOBY VINSKY

We’re like Smartees. 
We all come in different 
colors, but we are all the

same, and if you treat 
everyone with kindness,

you’re a smartee too!
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Israel diary

Bruce Brown is a former Winnipegger
who made aliyah to Israel over 20 years
ago. He now lives in Rechovot with his
wife Miriam, son Dor, 14, and daughter
Roni, 10.

When the latest round of hostilities
escalated into Operation Pillar of Defense
on November 14, Bruce began to keep
family and friends posted by means of
semi-regular postings via e-mail.

We’ve consolidated those e-mails into
one piece here. They give readers an
insight into the sometime mundane con-
cerns that combine with the general anxi-
eties that affect Israelis on a daily basis.

They are presented here in the order that
they were written:

Sunday, November 18 10:27 am
Regards from the Homefront

So we were at our friends for lunch on
Saturday with another family. Of course,
conversation was initially around the ‘sit-
uation and then slowly turned to the more
mundane issues of daily living.

About midway through lunch there a missile was fired at Tel Aviv and
we – parents and children- found ourselves standing around the TV
watching the action. Just like a good sporting event. The tension was high
and we were cheering our favorite team. And when our Iron Dome
defense system – an anti-missile missile- took the offense the shouts of joy
and awe were loud. Everyone praising our great play and the grand inter-
cept. Shaking hands and congratulating ourselves as if we just won a
championship game.

Under normal circumstances this could have been cheering a Maccabi
Tel Aviv Euro league sporting event. But, events are far from normal and
we were, in some existential and surreal way, cheering for our lives.

…and then we returned to the table and picked up the conversation
from where we left off: prices, taxes, and philandering politicians. And the
beat goes on….

Monday, November 19 12:21 pm
Working from home again. Fortunately I have the tools and manage-

ment in place for this. My workplace, in the South and within the infa-
mous 40KM firing range, has experienced some direct hits. I am less wor-
ried about being at the office, which has excellent security arrangements,
then the drive to and from. Yikes! Can’t imagine driving home alone at
night, listening to The Guess Who on the CD and then the sirens go off….
At some point will have to make that trek as I will need my office infra-
structure. 

In the meantime, had the following instant messaging exchange with my
son this morning (and I know he shouldn’t be using his cell while at
school):

Dor: Dad, you working from home today
Me: Yep….
Dor: Great, come and pick me up after school (bb; notice the absence

of the word ‘please’J)
Me: Dor, I am busy making lunch, doing the laundry and of course

working. Unless it rains or missiles fall from the sky–and I certainly hope it
won’t be the latter- you can walk home. See you at lunchtime.

So the situation permeates everything, even the simple consideration
about picking your kids up from school.

And we enter our sixth day of Operation Pillar of Defense. BTW,
According to a recent poll over 84% of Israelis support the action. Less so
a ground offensive.

Monday, November 19 4:54 pm
I’m keeping a sort of personal email blog during these difficult times and

am sharing with you, my friends and family from far and near. It’s thera-
peutic for me and I hope it gives you a feel for life on our home front and
keeps you informed and mildly entertained. Let me know if you want to
be deleted from the distribution list or if you know of others who would
like to be included. Of course, feel free to forward at your discretion.

So what’s with this term ‘relative’. How can it be a quiet morning when
20 missiles were fired at us. A quiet morning is sipping a Turkish coffee at
the corner coffee shop before heading into the office, worrying only about
being late. We simply can’t allow ourselves to accept applying this term
–and breathing a sigh of relief- when it comes to our safety. Only absolute
quiet on our borders is acceptable. I read that one of Bibi’s conditions for
a ceasefire is such quiet for at least fifteen years. And the first thing I did

when I read this was calculate the
years…yep it takes us well beyond my
kids regular duty in the army so it works
for me.

And Rechovot continues to stay dry
from the rain of Gaza missiles. But we can
hear the incessant booms and see the grey
smoke clouds - at least my kids do, I can’t
see my hand in front of my face- from the
neighboring cities. So while Miri and I
thank our lucky stars (pttw, pttw, pttw as
our grandmothers would spit out) Dor and
Roni complain about the dearth of mis-
siles. You see, these other municipalities
cancelled school due to missiles reaching
their neighborhoods. And we have Dor
and Roni straining their necks out the win-
dow, looking skyward and whining;
“Darn it, where are those missiles…I don’t
want to go to school tomorrow!” A bit of
black humor from my kids.

And this canceling of school kind of
reminds me of cancelled classes back
home during a snow storm…but here it’s a
missile storm. 

Tuesday, November 20, 11:54 pm
Well my day at the office was fortunately quite uneventful. No missile

attacks. Although I probably broke the sound barrier on my ride to and
from work. The sooner to get to what I consider a safe zone, my home and
my office. This despite today being quite a bad day. Appears that Hamas
is trying to fire all they have before a pending truce.

Miram, on the other hand, had to run for cover. While in a meeting at
work the siren went off and they all ran to the bomb shelter. Ten minutes
later they emerged unscathed and resumed their meeting. And the beat
goes on….

In the meantime we are nervously awaiting the results of the truce talks.
Definitely want peace and quiet but don’t want to give up what advan-
tages we’ve gained in the last 7 days. Don’t want to be back at square one
in 6 or 8 months – or weeks - and again find ourselves running for cover. 

According to the morning papers since the start of this operation over
1,128 rockets were fired at Israel resulting in 3 casualties and limited dam-
age. While Israel attacked more than 1,350 targets in Gaza resulting in
over 100 casualties with immense destruction. Our level of accuracy and
ability to avoid collateral damage has significantly improved since the last
flare up in 2008 While Gaza continues to indiscriminately fire their mis-
siles into our city centers (fortunately with little accuracy). I think Golda
Meir had it right when she said, “…We will only have peace with the
Arabs when they love their children more than they hate us.

And with that, good night and I am hoping to wake up to lasting peace
and quiet.

Wednesday, November 21 8:25 am
Waking up somewhat early today, my wife and I made mad dashes for

our morning papers – mine in English hers in Hebrew - only to find we
awoke to more of the same. No cease fire. Both papers reported the same.

Was elbowed awake twice during the night by my wife who thought she
heard a missile siren, once due to a low flying fighter jet (one of ours) and
once due to an errant car alarm. Usually I am elbowed awake – several
times - due to my snoring…so this was actually a restful night for me.

Wednesday, November 21 3:59 pm
Feeling under siege today. Both Miriam and I dealt with missile sirens

and bomb shelters. Probably mentioned this already but I think my work
campus is one of the most protected areas in the country. But as a friend
of mine quipped – in his dry Welsh style - so was the Pentagon pre Oct/11. 

Fortunately Rechovot stays out of the combat zone.
And now we need to deal with terrorist attacks in our streets; a la the TA

bus attack earlier today. Can’t recall such an attack in over ten years. 

Thursday, November 22 3:25 pm
Went to bed last night with a cease fire in hand. As Barak said, “Quiet

will be met by quiet.”
Eating a rushed breakfast this morning before getting the kids to

school we debated the merits of the understanding (vs. an Agreement).
Both Dor and Roni had an opinion – as they do about most things, like
all Israelis- and Miriam and I mediated. Dor is looking for a more con-
crete victory while Roni took a more liberal approach. Interesting that
they have such opinions at such a young age. What a wonderful world
it would be if they didn’t have to worry about such things. 

As for me, I am simply praying for quiet. 
Am Yisrael Chai

Bruce Brown’s blog during Operation Pillar of Defense

BRUCE BROWN with wife MIRIAM, daughter RONI,
10 (at left) and son DOR (right) 14. A former
Winnipegger, Bruce and his family now live in
Rechovot. (The picture was taken in Paris.)



By MYRON LOVE
It has been 13 years since

Noach Witman, Winnipeg’s Mr.
Yiddish, passed away at the age
of 96. He left an impressive
legacy, most notably the long
running, weekly Yiddish-lan-
guage Jewish Radio Hour – one
of only about a dozen Yiddish-
language radio stations in the
world.

Although Noach Witman was-
n’t the founder of the Jewish
Radio Hour (which airs
Sundays, from 1:30 to 2:30 on
radio station CKJS - 810 on the
A.M. Dial), he came to be the
individual most closely identi-
fied with the show. He took it
over around 1950 and made it
his own. He was the host and
interviewer and also sold the advertising. In short, he did it all right up
until shortly before he died.

There was certainly some doubt about the future of the show after
Noach’s passing but, 76 years since its founding, the Jewish Radio
Hour continues to broadcast every Sunday afternoon – in its usual
time slot – and the number of listeners has expanded through the
internet to encompass people the world over.

Following Witman’s passing, a number of local community leaders
stepped forth to keep the show alive. Sid Halpern became president of
the newly established Jewish Radio Production Corporation with
Gordon Pullan as vice-president. The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
(for the first little while) and the I.L. Peretz Folk Shul Foundation (with
thanks to Laurie Mainster and Oscar Antel) provided much of the fund-
ing for the show in the post-Noach era. The program has also received
financial support from Sharon Love and the Group for Yiddish Heritage.
Bernie Bellan and the The Jewish Post & News have been a consistent
supporter and a generous contributor to the show’s marketing.

Among the new board’s first initiatives was changing the show’s for-
mat to half an hour of Yiddish song and half an hour of English and
Hebrew. And a number of people have come forth to volunteer to host
the show. 

Osher Kraut and his son, Zeev, were the first post-Noach shop hosts.
Current co-hosts are - in addition to Osher Kraut who is still involved
– are Sid Halpern, Lyle Smordin, Regine Frankel and, in particular,
Rochelle Zucker. It was Zucker who began promoting the show online
(including advertising the program on a Jewish music website) five
years ago and greatly broadened its reach. 

Halpern notes that Gerry Posner added a wonderful feature in the
past year, interviewing Winnipeggers who have had a great impact on
our community or in communities around the world. “Although Gerry
has moved to Toronto,” Halpern adds, “he has his heart firmly plant-
ed in or community and will continue to do feature interviews from
Toronto.”

For the coming year, he reports, the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
will be sponsoring one show each month and its Chief Executive
Officer Marsha Cowan will be Gerry’s feature interview December 16

For a number of years, Noach Witman also hosted a Yiddish lan-
guage television hour on Sundays. Halpern says that recreating that
Jewish Television Hour is one of the long term hopes for the Jewish
Radio Production Corporation.

“We would pat-
tern it after the
Zelda Show in
Toronto,” he says. 

If any readers
would like to volun-
teer to host the
radio show, contact
Sid Halpern at
shalpern@shaw.ca. 

“We welcome
contributions and
encourage interest-
ed people to spon-
sor a show,” says
Halpern who can be
reached by phone at
204 831 5170.
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Jewish Radio Hour adapts to
changing times

Historical Window
When the foyer of Temple Shalom was built in conjunction with

the rise of Shalom Gardens in 1989, the architect designed a large
round window facing Grant Avenue. The original empty window
is now filled with a sculpture made of brass, glass, wood, and gold
paint, depicting Jewish symbols based on ancient artifacts from
Jewish burial chambers in and near Rome. Called “gold glasses,”
they were really the round bottoms of broken glass cups (about
four inches in diameter) that were pushed into wet mortar on the
chamber walls. These glasses contain imagery in gold leaf of arks,
menorahs, lions, and other Jewish symbols. 

Our window (about seven feet in diameter) depicts in the top
half an Ark flanked by two lions, and in the bottom half is a large
Menorah, which is one of the oldest symbols used in Judaism.
Lions guarding sacred objects are common symbols in ancient art,
but in a Jewish context it is also a reference to the lion of Judah
(Genesis 49:9). The Ark has folding doors, revealing within four
Torah Scrolls seen on end. At the very top of the Ark, in a triangu-
lar cap, is the Magen David or Star of David, which was not a
common symbol of Judaism until the 19th century. 

Jews in ancient Rome were living in a sort of multi-cultural
milieu, where symbols were exchanged in an eclectic mix. How
fitting it is that the sculpture in our window is in the foyer of a syn-
agogue connected to a non-denominational housing complex in
a multi-cultural city. 

Activities at Temple Shalom
Fri. Dec. 7 - 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria
with Len Udow
Sat. Dec. 8 - 10:30am Yoga Shalom
Sat. Dec. 8 - Sundown First Candle of Channukah, after Havdallah
Fri. Dec. 14 - 6:00pm Channukah Celebration - Short Kabbalat
Shabbat, Dairy Potluck, Latkes, School Channukah Play, Songs
Sat. Dec. 15 - 10:30am Yoga Shalom
Fri. Dec. 21 - 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Elaine & Elliott
Saunders
Sat. Dec. 22 - 10:30am Yoga Shalom
Fri. Dec. 28 - 6:15pm Shabbat Service lay led by Miral & Robert
Gabor
Fri. Jan. 4 - 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Fri. Jan. 11 - 8:00pm Friday Nite Live lay led with Cantor Len
Udow and the FNL Band

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

SID
HALPERN,

President of
the newly
established

Jewish Radio
Production
Corporation

NOACH
WITMAN: He
was the host

and interview-
er and also

sold the adver-
tising. In short,

he did it all
right up until
shortly before

he died.



As some parents
and kids might be
mulling over what to
do with their winter
school break time,
there are at least two
individually unique
winter camps pro-
viding kids with a
good mix of fun and
learning.

For one, there are
the Rady JCC Winter
Break Camps,
offered on Dec 24,
27, 28, 31 and Jan 2,
3, and 4 from 9am-
4pm.

“A variety of spe-
cial interest theme-
days are planned for
winter break camp,
including magic & juggling,
aquatics, basketball, soccer, jew-
ellery making, science, fun in the
kitchen, and arts & crafts,” said
Tamar Barr, Rady JCC program
director, noting kickboxing is a
new addition this year.

“Campers will also enjoy camp
activities like sports and games,
and swimming. We offer safe,
well organized, fun, and accessi-
ble programming designed in
relation to campers’ ages.”

Shemesh Camp is for
preschoolers aged 3-5, with a
half-day option (from 9am-
12noon or 1pm-4pm), or a full-
day option (from 9am-4pm). The
cost for the half-day camp is $16
for Rady JCC members and $21

for non-members. 
Keshet Full Day Camp is for school-aged kids, aged 6-12. The cost

for the full-day camp is $30 for Rady JCC members and $40 for non-
members.

All camps take place at the Rady JCC, located at 123 Doncaster St.
Pre-camp and post-camp care is available, at no extra cost, from 8am-
9am and from 4pm-5:30pm. 

Carlie Goldberg’s two children, Sadie and Chloe Damianidis, have
been attending the Rady JCC Winter Day Camps for the last couple of
years (as well as the Rady JCC spring break and summer camps).

“We chose the camp, because it’s clean, friendly, safe, and close to
our house – so very convenient,” said Goldberg, who added she also
likes the early and late drop off/pick up options. 

“Both children, attending the winter day camps over the past couple
of years, absolutely love it. The counsellors have great energy and
come up with new, creative programs to help keep the children
engaged.”

Barr added, “The Rady JCC is known for its camps, featuring high-
quality programs with experienced staff in a safe setting. We have
state-of-the-art facilities in a family-friendly environment, and are one
of very few facilities offering full day programming for preschoolers.”

Rabbi Boruch Heidingsfeld is the Youth and Families Director at
Chabad, which also encompasses running Camp Gan Yisroel, offered
both in winter and summertime.

Camp Gan Yisroel takes place at 1845 Mathers Ave, at the Jewish
Learning Centre (JLI). The camp has been around for about 37-38
years.

There is a camp for kids aged 4-12 for a two-week period (taking
place from Dec 24-Jan 4, from 9:30am-4pm), costing $150 for the full
two weeks and $90 for one week.

“We aim to give campers a Judaism as Joy experience, so they con-
tinue to pursue a positive Jewish life into their adult years,” said
Heidingsfeld. “It’s an exciting way for the kids to grow up with a pos-
itive association of Judaism...So when they think of Judaism, they feel
proud. This is what we’re all about.

“Kids do crafts, swimming, winter sports, trips, and other activities.
We also have a general theme-of-the-day (the learning component
behind everything we do, Jewish learning), based on Yiddishkite, the
different Yom Tovim, a particular mitzvah, or special day on the Jewish
calendar.”

Marsha Friedman’s daughter, Hadara Friedman (13) enjoys going to
Camp Gan Yisroel, noting, “Everyday is packed with fun and excite-
ment.”

Three Rifkind Family kids are also big fans of Camp Gan Yisroel.
“We go on trips, sing, go swimming, sledding, and dancing,” said

Adina Rifkind (6). “We also make Challah on Shabbat. It’s so fun!”
Adina’s younger brother, Akiva (5), added, “Everybody gets prizes. It

was also fun when I made big pretzels! And swimming was also fun!
I love it.”

The eldest of the three siblings, Naftali (7), said, “We learn about
Kosher and the symbols, give Tzedakah, sing, go on trips, swim, and
play with our friends.”

For more information or to register for Rady JCC camps, visit
www.radyjcc.com or enquire at the Rady JCC Membership Desk. For
more information or to register for Camp Gan Yisroel, visit
www.ChabadWinnipeg.org/camp.
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What this year’s winter day camps have to offer

The four RIFKIND kids are big fans of Camp Gan Yisroel. “We learn
about Kosher and the symbols, give Tzedakah, sing, go on trips,
swim, and play with our friends,” says NAFTALI (7).

Rady JCC camper enjoying fun in the pool
activity.

Rady JCC camper enjoying cooking activity.
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By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

HADARA FRIEDMAN, 13:
“Everyday is packed with fun
and excitement.” - speaking of 
Camp Gan Yisroel at the Jewish
Learning Centre.



By REBECA KUROPATWA 
More Than Soup is the

name of the recently pub-
lished book by Wendy
Erlanger, a book of recipes
that has touched the hearts
of its readers.

Erlanger (48) said it was
her husband, Michael,
who thought up the book’s
title More Than Soup,
which she said was a per-
fect fit. 

Born and raised in
Winnipeg, after a 24 year
relocation to California,
Erlanger returned to her
roots in Winnipeg, after
the recession hit in
California, and her hus-
band, who is an architect,
received a job offer in the
city three years ago.

An educator by training,
Erlanger now runs the pro-
gram, “More Than Shoes”,
which she initiated locally
in 20120, as well as
school programs for
Winnipeg Harvest. She and husband,
Michael, have two children, Gabrielle and
Jake

“ ‘More Than Shoes’ puts running shoes and
winter boots on children in need in the city
and throughout the province,” said Erlanger.
“We match businesses, teams, and organiza-
tions with schools. Last year, we put 2155
pairs of shoes on kids and this year our goal
is 3000.

“When teaching in California, I came
across many children in need of running
shoes and got very involved with an organi-
zation there called, ‘Shoes That Fit,’ through
our synagogue (providing shoes for children
in need in L.A.’s inner city).”

Erlanger chose the name “More Than
Shoes,” as she said: “It was about more than
shoes. It was about kids’ self-esteem. 

“And with More Than Soup, it’s also about
more than soup. It’s about comforting and
nurturing. Whatever I come up with next will
probably also be called More Than
Something.

“The More Than Soup book came to fruition
as my dearest and oldest friend who I actual-
ly moved to California with when we gradu-
ated from university was diagnosed with
melanoma in 2011. This was my first expo-
sure of someone I love with cancer.
Unfortunately, at the end of 2011, we thought
she was doing well, but she wasn’t. At the
same time, my stepmother was also diag-

nosed with cancer as were
three other dear friends.” 

Back in April 2011,
Erlanger recalled riding her
bike and trying to think of
some way she could help.
“It’s just so frustrating and
you feel so helpless,” she
said. 

“I realized two things – that
people talk about soup (they
cook it, they share it, and it’s
a great, nurturing food) and
that people so often say, ‘If
there’s anything I can do, let
me know.’ 

“But people who are sick
don’t have a list of what you
can do to help them. So, I
came up with this idea [for
More Than Soup] while I was
riding my bike, feeling
strong, and wanting to do
something to help. I had no
idea where it was going to
go. It’s been an incredibly
rewarding project.” 

Proceeds from the book are
going to the Soup Cart

Program at CancerCare Manitoba (at the
Health Sciences Centre and St. Boniface
Hospital), where, Erlanger said, “If you’re hav-
ing chemo or are in the waiting room, waiting
for results, there’s a cart that goes around with
tea, coffee, cookies, or juice, but there’s also
soup. And the soup really nourishes people at
this very difficult stage.”

More Than Soup is a collection of recipes
and more. After deciding to do this project,
Erlanger sent out an e-mail to all her contacts
in California and Winnipeg to whom she feels
close, telling them about it and asking them
for (a) a recipe that they’ve either used to nur-
ture someone else or that they love that
someone has made for them; and (b) asking
for them to share ways they comfort people
or have been comforted.

“It’s a cookbook, so other than my collect-
ing pages, it’s not really my work,” said
Erlanger. “However, I did get all the ideas
together and lay them out, putting a lot of
creativity into it. There are about 100 recipes
of soups plus ‘more than’ recipes (besides
soup), and some 50 ideas for how to comfort
people.

Erlanger self-published the book through a
local book binder and the book launch was
held on Nov. 6 at the Hotel Fort Garry. “The
hotel was incredibly generous, donating
absolutely everything,” said Erlanger. “They
made four of the soups, one of the breads,
one of the cookies, provided coffee, tea, and

wine, and it was free for people to come to.
Sheena Grobb sang and Janice Filmon spoke.
We had about 300 people and sold out. It
was amazing.

“What’s a nice spin off that’s been happen-
ing lately is that businesses are buying the
books for clients for holiday gifts, which is
why I’ve ordered a second print.”

For more information or to purchase More
Than Soup, visit www.MoreThanSoup.net or
contact Wendy Erlanger at
wendy.erlanger@mac.com.

Wednesday, December 12, 2012, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   11

Community news

“More Than Soup” taking off

WENDY ERLANGER: “…with
More Than Soup, it’s also about
more than soup. It’s about
comforting and nurturing.”

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative
The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an

interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation.
A borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be
able to provide qualified guarantors who
are willing to cosign for the loan. These
interest free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the
loan helped me to realize my dream of
being a homeowner. As a result my
future, and that of my children, is more
stable and secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

(JTA) – President Obama for the second
straight year was named the world's most
powerful person by Forbes magazine, which
placed Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu 23rd on the list.

The list includes 71 individuals – one for
every 100 million people on the planet.

Other notable Jews on the list included
Ben Bernake, chairman of the U.S. Federal
Reserve, at No. 6; New York Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, at 16; Google co-founder
Sergey Brin, at 20; Facebook founder Mark
Zuckerberg, at 25; and Goldman-Sachs CEO
Lloyd Blankfein, at 36.

Elon Musk, the founder and CEO of

SpaceX, which develops and manufactures
space launch vehicles, at age 41 is among
the youngest on the list and appears at No.
66.

Following Obama in the top 10 are
German Chancellor Angela Merkel; Russian
President Vladimir Putin; Microsoft founder
and philanthropist Bill Gates; Pope Benedict
XVI; King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz al Saud of
Saudi Arabia; European Central Bank
President Mario Draghi; Xi Jinping, the sec-
retary-general of China's Communist Party;
and British Prime Minister David Cameron. 

Iran's Grand Ayatollah Khamenei finished
two slots ahead of Netanyahu.

Obama first, Netanyahu 23rd on Forbes most powerful list



12 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, December 12, 2012

WHY WE NEED $360,000 
MORE THAN LAST YEAR

Combined
Jewish Appeal

Securing Our FutureTogether

GROWTH:
4,000 more people live
here = more needs

ASSISTANCE:
Reaching out to the vulnerable, 
here and around the world

ADVOCACY:
For Israel and Jewish affairs

CONNECTION:
Involving more Jews in Jewish life

To meet increased needs for current 
programs and services, 
we need your help.

BIG OR SMALL, EVERY DOLLAR

MAKES A DIFFERENCE.

WHAT OUR 
COMMUNITY NEEDS:
$360,000 more
than last year

WHAT OUR 
COMMUNITY 
HAS RAISED:
$215,000 in increased 
donations to date

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 
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BIG OR SMALL
EVERY DOLLAR MAKES A DIFFERENCE.

Combined
Jewish Appeal

Securing Our FutureTogether

PLEASE GIVE TO THE
COMBINED JEWISH APPEAL TODAY.

IF YOU HAVEN’T MADE
A DONATION YET:

Please consider an
 increased amount

IF YOU’VE MADE
YOUR DONATION:

Consider an
 additional amount

2012 tax receipts will be issued 
for payments made on or

before December 31. 

Please call Linda at 
204-477-7428 or donate 

online at jewishwinnipeg.org 



Jena Samara Wilks is
her name; soccer is
her game, and that’s
not the sole activity in
which she’s involved.
The 18-year-old West
St. Paul whirling
dervish is also modest
to a fault when she
matter-of-factly shares

her interests and accomplishments with an
inquisitive and wide-eyed sports reporter who
wonders where she finds the time to make so
many commitments. 

I learned of Jena after fellow scribe Myron
Love, who also writes a column for the

Winnipeg Free Press on cars and dealerships,
had recently been present at a function where
Jena was awarded a scholarship for her
impressive academic performance in her final
year at West Kildonan Collegiate. (The
Manitoba Motor Dealers’ Association, twice a
year, has convocation programs whereby they
hand out the Gerald Rewicky Memorial
Scholarship to deserving children of employ-
ees who work in the auto industry. Jena’s father
Daniel Wilks is in sales with Vickars Chevrolet. 

When pressed, Jena conceded that she was a
pretty good student in high school. 

“I graduated from WK Collegiate this past
June as an honour roll student with an average
of around 85% (across the board),” she impart-
ed.

As for her soccer passion, she really loves the
game. “I had the opportunity to play for the U
of Manitoba or the U of Winnipeg this year,
but decided to enrol in Red River College’s
Business Administration course as it seemed to
be a better fit for me.

“I think soccer runs in our blood. My cousin,
Sari Raber, played for the Canadian Women’s
soccer team and if I’m not mistaken, you had
done an article in (The Jewish Post & News) on
her a few years back. (Sari is the granddaugh-
ter of Marcia and Jack Raber, as is Jena, since
her mom is Janice Raber Wilks.) 

“I have been playing at a competitive level
since I was 12-years-old for the FC Northwest
Club at the Premier level. (Northwest region of
the city of Winnipeg.) I have played on the
Under-16 Provincial team and had the oppor-
tunity to travel to Kansas as well as Iowa, “ said
Jena. 

Wilks, whose position is as a defender, has
more often than most tasted the fruits of victo-
ry: “I have been very fortunate to win many
championships both city and league here in
Winnipeg along with competing in showcases
(where scouts can scout talent) in Vancouver,
Las Vegas, Minneapolis, Saskatoon, and
Regina with my club team.

“I also had the experience this past fall com-
peting at the Nationals in Sydney, Nova Scotia
with my club team representing Manitoba in
the under-18 girls’ division, something as a
player you strive for to be able to do one day.”

There is no doubt in Jena’s mind as to why
she has over the years been an integral part of
so many winning teams. “Coaching makes a

big difference,” she stated enthusiastically.
“They’re there for you 110 percent. They treat
us like we’re family. They make practice fun
and it makes it worth going. Al Peacock - our
coach, is from England, and he played high
calibre soccer (over there). The other coach is
Rosie Aluotto ,who played for Al back in the
day.” 

Jena doesn’t think that the Canadian girls
take a back seat to their counterparts in the
US: “All the girls are extremely good players
here in Winnipeg. We keep up with the teams
in the States. We’ve won championships
there,” she said assuredly.

As is oh so common in the wonderful world
of sports, injuries can occur and Jena is no
exception: “Finding the balance this fall
between training for Nationals and studying, I
also played for the Red River College team.
“Unfortunately, I broke my foot in the final
game back in October and I am still on crutch-
es. It was my metatarsal bone and it snapped
in half. It’s not in a cast, it’s in a boot. This has
definitely been a huge setback for me, as I am
used to training four to five times a week in
addition to playing games.

“This will be my last season in youth before
moving on to the Women’s League. I doubt I
will see the field this season due to the recov-
ery process,” she stressed while feeling some-
what disappointed at the slowness of her
recovery. 

Blessed with boundless energy, Jena has
always had a strong desire to be involved and
be a part of something grand, while being
helpful to others. “I don’t like to sit at home; I’d
get bored fast. I get antsy sitting at home. I have
a lot of energy,” she confessed.

To wit: “In high school I participated in out-
door and indoor track along with cross- coun-
try placing in the top-10 consistently. I volun-
teered at school-team functions such as vol-
leyball, basketball, football, wrestling and
hockey tournaments along with reffing for the
Seven Oaks School Division Middle Years Phys
Ed programs. I was also on the Grad and
Fundraising committees.”

Besides sporting activities, Jena also con-
tributes her time to other endeavours that ben-
efit the less fortunate: “I have been involved
with a Cancer Prevention Research Study
because my family has (dealt with) cancer on
both sides of the family. 

“I am in the ‘Winnipeg Aboriginal
Mentorship Program’ involving elementary
schools where I work with kids who are social-
ly awkward plus the ‘Spread the Net for
Africa.’ In Grade Nine I had the opportunity to
be in the Asper Foundation Human Rights and
Holocaust Studies program and traveled to
Washington.” 

And how about this special girl being certi-
fied in CPR and AED (Automated External
Defibrillator) use in case of sudden heart
attack? Not to mention that  from time to time
she will work as a server at Boston Pizza and
assist the coaching staff of her team at soccer
academies.

I ended my conversation with Jena by
remarking: “Your parents and grandparents
must be awfully proud of you.

Her modest reply: “They’re always there for
me; so I’d like to think so.” 

Now there’s the understatement of the year!
The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former

school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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This gal gets a real kick out of soccer and helping others

JENA SAMARA WILKS: “All the girls are
extremely good players here in Winnipeg.
We keep up with the teams in the States.
We’ve won championships there.”

Support available for Jewish
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically
Dependent Persons and Significant Others
(www.jac-sweb.org<http://www.jac-
sweb.org/), is a voluntary mutual-help
group dedicated to: helping develop and
sustain recovery from alcoholism or
addiction in a nurturing and safe environ-
ment, promoting knowledge and under-
standing of alcoholism and chemical
dependency as it involves the Jewish
community, and acting as a resource to
the Jewish community to address the
effects of alcoholism and chemical
dependency. Weekly support meetings
with a “Jewish twist” assist in comple-
menting other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details
about meeting times and locations.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN



Readers, everything hurts - everything! Even
my hair. Now, you might understandably be
thinking “Elan, hair doesn’t have nerve end-
ings. That’s not possible.” That may be true,
but Marva found a way to make it happen!
How? It was Combat Week. And Combat
Week is specifically designed to inflict pain.
Following the slightly more relaxed tone that
constituted weeks three and four of Marva,

Combat Week blew the door off its hinges with a 2 a.m. wakeup call
to stand in position and check our weapons, with our commanders
telling us that this next week would be the toughest one we had gone
through yet. They weren’t kidding.

The week started with a firing position exercise, in which we had to
quickly switch between standing, crouching, and lying down stances
from which we could fire a weapon. This started out simply enough,
but after an hour or so of simply running and alternating positions, we
were tasked with practising fixing common problems that befall a gun
in a combat situation such as bullet jams and improper magazine
loads by quickly disassembling and reassembling the weapon while
still switching between stances. After another half hour, another wrin-
kle was added. The commanding officer leading the exercise told us
that, in a combat situation, it’s imperative to stay focused, maintain
your aim, and hold on to your weapon. He was quickly joined by five
or so additional IDF personnel, who proceeded to either push, wres-
tle, or attempt to steal the weapon of anyone in the exercise without
warning. When this happens, you are to maintain your footing and
keep your weapon in position. If you fail to do so, you will run a lap
around the base. Thankfully, none of them managed to knock me over
or take my gun - that day, anyway. This made my legs sore, but it did-
n’t make my hair hurt. 

The following day was mixed, with the morning focusing on weapon
accuracy, with everyone running between eight set locations and fir-
ing at a balloon situated 15 metres downrange with four bullets to hit
each. With some firearm experience, I was able to hit all of my targets.
Luckily, all of my balloons were fluorescent yellow. The remainder of
the day was spent out of uniform, doing extensive muscular training
until doing just one more pushup sounded like a death sentence, but
I did ten more anyway. After doing enough sit-ups to leave an imprint
of the crack in the pavement on my back, I was yearning for some fir-
ing position exercises. This made my chest and stomach sore, but not
my hair. What did? Well, I’ve got to back up a little before I get to that.
Earlier in the week, we were given a brief description of a process
called “Gibush” that every soldier planning to go into a combat unit
goes through. Gibush is a test of varying length that challenges your
physical strength and tests your mental ability to withstand the upper
limits of pain. Day three was Gibush. And our commanders weren’t
overstating the mental aspect of the test. 

After awaking at three to get into full combat gear, we headed out to
the Negev Desert for our testing. The test was a three-step process, and
at the outset, we were told: “You can quit at any time, go sit over there
in the shade, and relax. If you don’t perform to our expectations,
you’ll have failed the test, and we will tell you ‘stop’. Not everyone
makes it to the end.” After hearing this, we were separated into boys
and girls. I took a deep breath, and prepared for the test. 

The first of the three steps had us crawling in position three, mean-
ing that  at no point can you crawl on your hands and knees. You stay
completely flat, holding your gun the entire time. We were to crawl
20 metres through rocks and packed sand, and then wait in a halfway
pushup position until everyone had made it to the end of the distance.
After the fourth crawl, my arms were bruised and my elbows were
bleeding, and I KNEW I’d be brushing sand out of my teeth for the
next few days. The commanders would also stand over us and say:
“Does it hurt? Is this hard for you? Stop.” One stood over me with a
water bottle and asked me if I’d like a drink, but I looked up, blinking
sand out my eyes and grunted “No thank you. I’m not thirsty.” Forty
boys started this exercise. Twenty eight finished it. 

The second test was group oriented. After dividing into groups of
four, we were situated beside a mountain On the base, there were
stretchers loaded with 150 pounds worth of sandbags. We were to run
them to the top, run back down, and add ten more pounds of weight
every time we reached the base again. Having to rely on other people
to complete the test was fascinating, with people screaming encour-
agement and angry comments alike as we climbed and descended.
My shoulder was bruised from the weight, and my knees were shak-
ing from the running. Twenty eight boys started this exercise. Twelve
finished it, and one of them was me. 

The third and final test was a simple one. All we had to do was hold
our guns above our heads. That’s it. For the first little while, it was easy.
However, it quickly went to difficult, to tough, to painful, to agoniz-
ing. Your arms can’t bend, and you stay in one spot. My arms and neck

felt like they were on fire, and my lower back started to quiver. This
was the most difficult of the tests, and this is where the mental
endurance really came into play. I wasn’t racing to an objective. I was-
n’t working with a team. It was just me, my gun, and my officer telling
me that I didn’t stand a chance. That, ladies and gentleman was when
I’m pretty sure I felt my hair get sore. After what felt like WAY more
than 27 minutes (which was all it had been, by the way), I was told to
lower my gun. The 12 of us were ordered one by one out of the circle
when they figured we had satisfied the demands of the test. As I slow-
ly hobbled over to where the others were sitting, I smiled to myself -
not just because I could stop being in agony for a little while, but also
because I had made it to the final test. Forty started. Twelve made it to
the final stage And one of them was me. Then I realized I didn’t want
to walk all the way to where everyone else was because it was too far
away for my battered body, so I just slumped over pathetically halfway
there and sat on a rock. 
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Marva: The training was so hard “my hair hurt”

Elan with members of his unit before beginning a three-step series of
grueling tests. Our of 40 that began the exercise, only 12 finished -
one of whom was Elan!

By

ELAN LEVINE

Members of the Marva unit engaged in an accuracy training test



Former Prime Minister Olmert
not opposed to Palestine
becoming non-observer 

state at U.N.
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Former Israeli Prime

Minister Ehud Olmert said in a letter pub-
lished on the Daily Beast’s Open Zion Blog
that he does not oppose the Palestinian’s
U.N. bid, which is counter to official Israeli
policy. The letter was printed in a post by
Hebrew University professor Bernard Avishai. 

Olmert wrote, “I believe that the Palestinian
request from the United Nations is congruent
with the basic concept of the two-state solu-
tion. Therefore, I see no reason to oppose it.
Once the United Nations will lay the founda-
tion for this idea, we in Israel will have to
engage in a serious process of negotiations in
order to agree on specific borders based on
the 1967 lines and resolve the other issues. It
is time to give a hand to, and encourage, the
moderate forces amongst the Palestinians.
Abu Mazen and Salam Fayyad need our help.
It’s time to give it.” 

Abu Mazen is another name for Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas; Fayyad
is the PA prime minister. 

The day before the vote, Arab-Israeli law-
maker Ahmad Tibi arrived in New York to
support the Palestinians’ bid. His trip elicited
anger from right-wing Knesset members. 

The Palestinians will not achieve a state
without first recognizing Israel as a Jewish
state and sitting down to direct negotiations,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said. 

Netanyahu made his remarks on Nov. 29,
on the 65th anniversary of the United Nations
approval of the Partition Plan for Palestine.
That evening, the U.N. General Assembly
voted to upgrade Palestine to a non-member
observer state. 

“Israel is prepared to live in peace with a
Palestinian state, but for peace to endure,
Israel’s security must be protected,”
Netanyahu said during a visit to the Begin
Heritage Center in Jerusalem. “The
Palestinians must recognize the Jewish state
and they must be prepared to end the conflict
with Israel once and for all. 

“None of these vital interests, these vital
interests of peace, none of them appear in the

resolution that will
be put forward
before the General
Assembly today, and
that is why Israel
cannot accept it. The
only way to achieve
peace is through
agreements that are
reached by the par-
ties directly; through
valid negotiations
between themselves,
and not through
U.N. resolutions that
completely ignore
Israel’s vital security
and national inter-
ests. And because
this resolution is so
one-sided, it doesn’t
advance peace, it
pushes it back-
wards.” 

Netanyahu also
directed a message
to the delegates to
the U.N. General
Assembly who gath-
ered in New York for
the General
Assembly vote: “No
decision by the U.N.
can break the 4,000-
year-old bond
between the people
of Israel and the land
of Israel.” 

“There is no under-
taking as exalted as
the Naale program”:
Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin.

The word
“NA’ALE” is an
acronym in Hebrew
for youth making

aliyah before their parents. 
For the first half century of its existence

Israel looked to world Jewry for support. Now
Israel is giving back, by providing Jews
throughout the world with much-needed
assistance. Whereas world Jewry for many
years played a pivotal role in redeeming land
for the restoration of the State of Israel, today
Israel is redeeming Jewish youth worldwide -
through its NA’ALE Program.

During the oppressive Soviet era Lenin and
Stalin tried to kill both Jews and Judaism.
Now Jews in the Former Soviet Union (FSU)
are less at risk as individuals, but Jewry and
Judaism, as such, are severely threatened by
assimilation, aided and abetted by the apathy
and neglect on the part of world Jewry. 

There is one shining light in this dismal sit-
uation and it shines forth from Israel in the
form of the NA’ALE Program.

NA’ALE offers 9th and 10th grade students
from the FSU a fully subsidized three-year
high school program. The program includes a
Hebrew Ulpan, all academic studies until
graduation, extracurricular activities, and full
room and board, as well as many other ben-
efits. 

Special emphasis is placed on tailoring the
educational program to the needs of each
participant, taking into account her/his per-
sonal ability, interests and wishes with a view
toward allowing each student to fully reach
her/his potential. 

Special curricula are devised for students
who have exemplary talent in mathematics,
physics and computers. Throughout the pro-

gram, students take part in field trips,
extracurricular activities and seminars,
together with their Israeli and international
NA’ALE peers.

Kibbutz Eilot, 3 Kms from the Eilat on the
Dead Sea, has for some years provided a
home for regular classes of students partici-
pating in the NA’ALE Program. Kibbutz mem-
bers become host families for the teenagers
from Russia. 

The students live with their adoptive Israeli
parents on the kibbutz while they are study-
ing, and continue the relationship with their
adoptive kibbutz parents after they enroll in
the Israel army, spending weekends with
them, receiving “care parcels” while on
extended army duty, etc. 

Most go on to university after army service,
and all have the privilege of inviting their par-
ents back in Russia to join them in Israel.
Thus, the former Russian families now
become well-integrated Israeli citizens.

What originally began as a program only
for Jewish students from the FSU, for some
years now NA’ALE has also been operating
with much success for young people from
South Africa, South America, and all over
Europe. 

Due to demand NA’ALE has recently
expanded to include all of North America,
the U.K., and Australia. 

The program is run by the Jewish Agency for
Israel’s Department of Immigration and
Absorption, which established the NA’ALE
framework to provide this unique and incred-
ible opportunity for qualified teens to experi-
ence the wonders of life in Israel, learn a new
language, and participate in meaningful
extracurricular activities all while getting a
world class education. 

The end result is that Israel rescues Jewish
youth at risk of becoming assimilated within
the countries wherein they live and they, in
turn, become well-integrated Israeli citizens.
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The NA’ALE Program 
Israel gives back to world Jewry

By

HARRIS D. GULKO



“The Shiva” 
By Michael Tregebov
264 pages 
New Star Books, Vancouver 2012
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

Three years ago, when Michael Tregebov’s first
novel, “The Briss”, was published, I was
intrigued to read a book by someone who
attended the same high school as I did (West
Kildonan Collegiate Institute), although we were
in different grades.

Tregebov cut quite a swath as a student, I
remember, not only because he was a self-styled
“Trotskyite”, also because he led a full-scale stu-
dent strike at WKCI. Still, I recall that Tregebov
was quite brilliant as a student and the few times
that I remember hearing him speak I was
impressed with the quality of his mind.

I had lost track of Tregebov until the publica-
tion of “The Briss”, when I learned that he had
become an accomplished linguist and translator,
now making Barcelona his home.

Although I rather enjoyed “The Briss”, I thought
at the time that the author needs to hone his con-
siderable talents before he would be considered
a satirist of the highest order.

With the publication of “The Shiva”, however,
I admit that Tregebov is now emerging as a very
sharp writer who seems to have found his mark
with the group in which he grew up – Winnipeg’s
Jewish population. Yet, even though his wit is
caustic in “The Shiva”, there isn’t the kind of
preachiness that pervaded “The Briss”

And, although this book has been out for a few
months now, and we were sent a copy a couple
of months ago, because I was not totally excited
about “The Briss”, I didn’t plunge into reading
“The Shiva” when it arrived in our office. That
was a definite mistake. This book clearly estab-
lishes Tregebov as someone who, if he continues
to produce satirical novels, is bound to attract
growing attention.

While other reviewers have noted Tregebov’s
ear for dialogue, I was less enchanted by the dia-
logue in this novel – which is admittedly quite
good, than the descriptive passages in between
the long and often somewhat confusing dia-
logues. 

“The Shiva” requires the reader to follow
exchanges among a multitude of characters,
often without knowing who exactly is speaking.
Yet, with a rich array of characters, beginning
with the main protagonist, Mooney Kaufman,
who describes himself as “the poorest Jew in
America” (although, in this case, it should be
“Canada”), Tregebov does spin a terrific tale of
greed and comeuppance, all centering around
the cataclysmic stock market plunge of 2008.

Mooney Kaufman is not only down on his luck
– he’s had to declare bankruptcy and his wife
Naomi (whom he still loves) has left him for
another man (who can support her in a way that
Mooney never could) - he’s also just emerged
from a stay in a hospital where he had been
receiving electro-shock treatment.

As well, Mooney has a tempestuous relation-
ship with his younger brother Dave, whom
Mooney accuses of having stolen three million
dollars of the inheritance left by their father
(although Mooney’s only support for this accusa-
tion is a dream that he had in which his father
tells him that his brother has stolen the money).

Mooney does have a collection of friends,
however, including Oz, Suddy, and Sammy, with
whom he hangs out at the casino. Here is how
they are introduced:

“Oz, who was seventy-five, looked ninety, and
whose second last bottom tooth had fallen out;
and then there was Oz’s inevitable friend
Sammy, looking odd with his teeth out. The two
of them as inseparable as ever, and therefore, eli-
gible for boarding the Ark…

And then came Suddy Joffe, with his hair

c o m b e d
over in oily
beads. Also
in his sev-
e n t i e s ,
Suddy was
a soup
m e n s c h ,
and always
g e n e r o u s
with the
k e t c h u p
squirter at
table. Clod
completely
in his Hush
Puppies, he
was short
but had
been a great
c h e s t

expander in his youth, out of necessity: he mail-
ordered chest expander equipment because the
bigger kids kept throwing him out the window at
school on hot June days.”

Eventually these three, along with Mooney,
hook up with an “Indian” friend of Mooney’s
named Dennis. In this context, the use of the
term “Indian”, rather than “aboriginal”, or
“native” is crucial to the plot, as the political
incorrectness of the use of the term “Indian”
leads to some hilarious confusion in the home of
a wealthy Jewish family on Wellington Crescent.

By the way, Tregebov situates his novel square-
ly in Winnipeg, although he never refers to the
city by name. Instead he constantly mentions the
“north end” and the “south end” and the huge
divide that exists between the two parts of the
city. As for the title “The Shiva”, don’t let that mis-
lead you. The “shiva” part of the book comes
only very late in this novel and is almost inci-
dental. (Given Tregebov’s apparent fondness for
the use of Jewish life cycle events as names for
his novels, I suppose it’s only a matter of time
before he produces a book entitled “The Bar
Mitzvah”.)

What I found particularly admirable about
Tregebov’s use of language is his constant sprin-
kling of Yiddishisms throughout the characters’
dialogue, but without resorting to any explana-
tion of what those Yiddishisms mean. For
instance, Mooney is wont to say “ash ind
porach” almost any time something goes wrong.
I asked our occasional writer and Yiddish expert,
Marty Green, what the literal translation of that
phrase is, saying that I thought the phrase meant
“to turn something into crap”.

Marty’s interesting reply was as follows:
“Bernie, I learned very VERY little Yiddish

growing up, but “asch un porach” was an
expression I vividly remember my mother using.
It means “dust and ashes”, in the sense of bring-
ing something to complete ruin. “Asch” is obvi-
ous but “porach” turns out to be a bit of a puz-
zle. I always assumed it was Hebrew but my
Hebrew dictionary shows nothing, and my
Yiddish dictionary spells it phonetically, indicat-
ing a non-Hebrew origin. (The Hebrew words in
Yiddish normally keep their original Hebrew
spelling.)”

I admire Tregebov for forcing the reader to try
and figure out what the Yiddishisms mean. I also
admit that, even though, as I noted earlier, I
found it difficult to follow the dialogue when
there were more than two characters involved, it
did have the ring of authenticity in that his char-
acters speak in short, pithy bursts.

In addition to the very amusing dialogue and
Tregebov’s fine descriptive ability, he also pro-
vides the reader with a thorough education in
the art of “short selling on margin” – something
that becomes a key aspect of Mooney Kaufman’s

climb back to respectability. I note that some
reviewers complain that perhaps there is too
much detail about the intricacies of the stock
market and the factors that led to the market
crash of 2008 in this book, but I found it quite
fascinating. In fact, you have to wonder whether
Tregebov himself is not a successful stock picker,
given the insights that he demonstrates into the
art of “short selling”. (Or perhaps he’s just a very
fine student, able to grasp the minutiae of stock
market analysis.)

Finally, no doubt some Jews would take
offence at the notion, that once again, one of our
own has a field day attaching so many well-worn
foibles to Jewish characters, albeit in Winnipeg
this time, rather than Mordecai Richler’s
Montreal, where we became used to the skewer-
ing of Jews on a regular basis. In fact Tregebov is
not particularly dainty when it comes to expos-
ing Jewish hypocrisy. He develops an ongoing
theme centering around the question whether
there were many “holocausts” through the
course of time, not just the Jewish Holocaust.
Dennis insists that a hundred million “Indians”
were murdered by whites in North America, and
he is determined to build a “Holocaust museum”
to commemorate exactly that. Naturally, his
Jewish friends take great offence at Dennis’s
appropriation of the term “holocaust”. 

A satirist should hold a mirror up to society
and, even though we may not like everything
that we read, I think that, as Jews, we should be
rather proud that we have produced a whole
slew of writers who are able to dissect so many
hypocrisies in Jewish life. We can now count
Michael Tregebov among them.

To read an interview with Michael Tregebov,
turn to page 22.
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Winnipeg’s own Michael Tregebov emerging as first-rate satirist
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LUCY RIFKIN
It is with great sadness

that we announce the
passing of Lucy Rifkin at
the Simkin Centre on Oc-
tober 24th, 2012.

Lucy is survived by her
husband Max Rifkin; her
two daughters, Jacquie
(Bill) of Australia, and
Naomi (Ron) of Vancou-

ver; two grandchildren, Ryan and Remy;  three great-
grandchildren, Alex, Abigail, and Adam; and one
sister, Miggie (Winnipeg). She was predeceased by her
parents, Jack Coop and Rose Zeitlin; and brothers
Nathan and Issie Coop.

Lucy and Max were married in 1948 and worked side
by side, operating Rifkins Ladies Wear in Selkirk
Manitoba. Lucy was also a landscape artist, whose
work was on sale in the Winnipeg Art Gallery. Lucy
will be truly missed.

The family would like to thank the staff of the Simkin
Centre and companions Terry and Shawn for their
loving care.

Graveside funeral services were held at the Rosh
Pina Cemetery with Rabbi Lander officiating.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

RICHARD KENNETH ODWAK
wishes to express our sincere gratitude
for the cards of sympathy and donations

sent on his behalf.
Please accept this as our personal Thank you.

Irene Odwak & family
Darlene Odwak & family

BENNY ROITELMAN
Peacefully, on Novem-

ber 5, 2012, Benny
Roitelman, at the age of
eighty years, passed away
at home, surrounded by
his entire family.

Benny was prede-
ceased by his mother
Rochel, sisters Reeva and
Ronia, who perished in

the Holocaust, his father David (1995), and stepmother
Frances (2009).

He is survived by his wife Audrey, daughter Renee,
son Jerry (Karen), daughter Jana (Sean), brothers Barry
(Clara), Martin (Marcia), sister Goldie (Mark), grand-
sons Gavriel, Rafael, Evan, Dustin, stepdaughters Nata
(Brian), Kayla, Rena (Doug), stepgranddaughter
Mahalia, nephews Robert, Brian, Michael, Jeffrey,
and, of course, Mackie (Moishe) his four legged com-
panion.

Benny was born June 12, 1932, in Rokitno, Poland.
After witnessing his mother and sisters murdered by
the Nazis, he cared for his temporarily blinded father
while hiding until the liberation in 1944. Soon after,
Benny made his way to the soon to be established State
of Israel where he fought in the War of Independence.
After a brief stint playing professional soccer for Beitar
Tel Aviv, Benny reunited with his father, stepmother
and brothers in Winnipeg in 1953.

He became an Electrician, working long hours and
eventually branching out on his own, with his long term
partner Irvin Karp, culminating in a successful career
in business and finally retiring at the young age of 79.
Benny spoke seven languages, was known for his witty
sense of humour and, always engaged people in con-
versation wherever he went. Benny loved to travel and
was very proud that he had travelled across Canada, all
the USA, Cuba, Mexico, Alaska, Europe and Las
Vegas which he loved. He and Audrey made three trips
to Israel to visit with very close friends and family.

Benny had a great love for Israel, and was extremely
proud of his children Jerry and Renee serving in the
IDF.

He was devoted to Audrey, family and friends. He
was a husband, a father, a grandfather, a brother, an
uncle, and a friend, like no other, generous and support-
ive and always there when needed. His zest for life
inspired others to appreciate the joys of life.

Funeral services were held at the Etz Chayim Syna-
gogue, on Wednesday, November 7, 2012, officiated
by Rabbi Lander and Cantor Greaves. Interment was
held at the Rosh Pina Cemetery. Pallbearers were
Gavriel and Rafael Sierra, Evan Roitelman, Robert and
Brian Shinewald, and Jeffrey Roy. Honorary pallbear-
ers were Miriam Feierstein, Irvin Karp, Dustin
Roitelman and the General Monash Legion Honor
Guard, Branch 115.

Donations in Benny’s memory can be made to a
charity of your choice.

Audrey and family are very appreciative of the care
and compassion provided by Dr. Z. Bshouty, Lynn
Demke RN, Dr. A. Morris, Dr. N. Hechtenthal, the
home care team and the palliative care team of the
WRHA. Rest in peace Zaida Skittles

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

RUBEN

YOUSSIEM
who passed away
January 7, 1990
10 days in Tevet

ROSE

YOUSSIEM
who passed away

December 16, 1993
2 days in Tevet

— Forever remembered and sadly missed by your beloved children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, great-grandchild, family and friends.

MOISHE-LAIZER

KAHAN
who passed away

December 12, 1991
5 Days in Tevet 5752

In loving memory of

SHEINDEL

KAHAN
who passed away
January 4, 2009

9 Days in Tevet 5769

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

MARION

CHAIKIN
who passed away

December 19, 2002
14 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

BEN

CHAIKIN
who passed away

November 30, 2001
15 Days in Kislev

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit10th Yahrzeit

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by Lois, Barb,
Lorne, Willow, Danielle and
Justin.

In loving memory of

RITA COSMAN
who passed away

December 13, 2006

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved mother, grandmother

and great-grandmother

CELIA

GANETSKY
who passed away
December 6, 1994

4 Days in Tevet
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOSES LANTZ
who passed away

December 11, 1988
3 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered by
his children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH

MICFLIKIER
who passed away

December 12, 1991
5 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
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In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

SHWEMER
who passed away

December 18, 2000
20 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Fela,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, sister,
nieces, nephews and family.

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DECEMBER 19

14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEATRICE

DVEER

January 4, 1998

6 Days in Tevet

You are always in
our thoughts

With love - always

Your children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

AARON

SIMCHA KAYE
who passed away

December 29, 1992
5 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

FANNY (Faige)

KORMAN
who passed away
December 1, 1980
23 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

AUDREY LEVY
who passed away
December 5, 2002
30 Days in Kislev

There will always be a heart-
ache and often a silent tear.
But always special memories
of the days you were here.
Remembering you is easy
we do it every day,
But missing you is the heartache
That will never go away.
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
brother, family and friends.

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CLARA (CHAIKE)

LUNGEN
who passed away

December 10, 2007
1 Day in Tevet

You are always in our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX

MANISHEN
who passed away

December 19, 1990
2 Days in Teveth, 5751

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his sister, nieces and
nephews.

Always
Remembered
32nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEREL MINUK
who passed away

December 11, 1980
4 Days in Tevet

You are always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MERLE MINUK
who passed away

December 29, 1992
5 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Izzy, children, grandchildren
and family.

In loving memory of

ALBERT

POLONSKY

(BERT)
who passed away

December 25, 1995
3 Days in Tevet

— You are loved & ever
remembered & sadly missed
by your beloved Angela, your
daughters, Mia & Mercedes,
grandchildren & family.

In Memoriam

17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BESS SMORDIN
who passed away
January 6, 2006

6 Days in Tevet 5766
— Always in our hearts and
forever missed by her daughter
and granddaughters, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUTH (Kosasky)

WALSH
who passed away on

January 1, 1963
6 Days in Tevet

To live in the hearts of  those we
leave behind is not to die.
— Ever remembered for her
warmth and loving kindness
by her family and friends.

In Memoriam
50th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of the late

CLARA

WEINMAN
who passed away

December 11, 1991
5 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
missed by her daughter Fay
and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

CLEM BASS
who passed away

December 16, 1980
7 Days in Tevet, 5741

— He is dearly remembered
and sadly missed by his wife,
children, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MOTEL CHOCH
who passed away

December 23, 2009
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

— Remembered with love.

ISRAEL DRORY
December 16, 2007

8 days in Tevet

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOPHIE

ELFENBEIN
who passed away
January 12, 2006
12 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

7th Yahrzeit

6th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEAH

FRANKEL
who passed away
January 3, 2007
13 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

EDITH CLAIRE

HONIGMAN
who passed away

December 21, 1988
13 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
misssed by her son Archie, her
daughter Brenda, family and
friends.

2nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYD PALAY
who passed away

December 18, 2010
11 days in Tevet

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. MORRIS

ERENBERG
who passed away

December 21, 2010
14 days in the month of Tevet
— Fondly remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOL GERB
who passed away
January 4, 2001

9 days in Tevet, 5761
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MOLLY GILMAN
who passed away
January 10, 1990
13 Days in Tevet

Deep in our hearts
A memory is kept
Of a dear one we lost
And will never forget
— Forever loved and
remembered by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ESTHER

GOODMAN
who passed away

December 27, 1998
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH KATZ
who passed away

December 16, 2010
10 Days in Tevet

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your son
Murray, daughter-in-law
Cheryl and granddaughter
Farah.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FRED KITTNER
who passed away
January 4th, 1996
12 Days in Tevet

Our lives go on without you
and nothing is the same,
we have to hide our heartache
when someone speaks your name.
The special years will not return
when we were all together,
but the love we hold for you within
our hearts, will be with us forever.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
wife Sylvia and sons Brad and
Mark, and sister-in-law
Charlotte.

In loving memory of

SAM

KOZLOWICH
who passed away

December 27, 1998
8 Days in Tevet

— Forever in our hearts and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, and family.

14th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHIRLEY

PACKER
who passed away

December 25th, 2009
9th Day in Tevet 5770

To us she was someone special,
Someone set apart,
Her memory will live forever,
Engraved within our hearts,
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
husband Arnold, children
Cheryl (Brian), Mindy (Brad),
and Martin (Michelle); grand-
children Dana (Brad), Kyle,
Jason, Jonathan, Kira and
Justin.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LOUIS

RABINOVITCH
who passed away
January 7, 1971

10 Days in Tevet, 5731
—Ever remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDA

ROSENTHAL
who passed away
January 7, 1990
10 Days in Tevet

— Ever remembered by her
son, grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, zaida and great-zaida
HARRY SILVERMAN

who passed away
December 24, 1983

19 Days in Tevet, 5744
Always in our thoughts

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving daughter
Geri, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

JOSEPH

STANDIL
who passed away

December 29, 1976
8 days in Tevet

— Always remembered by his
wife Sylvia, sons, grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam
36th Yahrzeit

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH

TABACK
who passed away
January 4, 1998

7 days in Tevet, 5758
Always remembered

Always missed
Forever in our hearts

We love you!!
— Your loving children
Shayne, Kathy & grand-
children Abigail Edythe and
Elliot Joseph, Michelle &
Barton.

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

FANNY

UNRODE
who passed away

December 31, 1992
7 Days in Tevet

With tears in our eyes and pain
in our hearts we light the
twentieth candle in your
beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered by your
daughter Diane, son-in-law
Jim and grandchildren Rachel
and Lauren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

Second Yahrzeit

ZELMA

ZITZERMAN
14 Tevet 5772-January 19, 2011
Every day she prayed for the
good health and wellbeing of
her family, friends and Israelis;
every night she recited
“Schcmai Israel Adenoi
Elohenu Adenoi Ehod”, every
morning she began the day
looking for kindness in others
and showing compassion to
those who were troubled. Yes,
dear wife and mother, you were
one of a kind; deserving to be
missed and loved by us forever
with joy and in reverence.
— Your ever loving Shelly,
David and Mira.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA BROWN
who passed away
January 11, 1979
12 Days in Tevet

— Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by your
children and grandchildren.

Torah
Comment:

Living at the
threshold of
two worlds

By RABBI ELLIS
Although common

practice today is to
light the Chanukah
Menorah inside the
home, originally it
was lit outside. The
Talmud rules that one
must place the
Chanukah Menorah
at the left of the door-
post as one enters,
with the Mezuzah on
the right (Shabbat
22a). But what’s the
significance of the
Petach HaBayit, the
entrance to the
house? What makes
the threshold to our
homes so important
that it merits a place
of honor with respect
to two specific
Mitzvot?

Rabbi Norman
Lamm in Festivals of
Faith suggests that the
threshold is symbolic
of doubt and uncer-
tainty. It’s a place
where we stand
halfway between
inside and outside,
undecided whether
to enter or exit. And
we see many exam-
ples of this tension
throughout the Torah.

As Yosef’s brothers
enter the palace in
Egypt, they are fright-
ened. They speak to
the official in charge
from the Petach
HaBayit (Bereshit
43:18). They hesitate
because they don’t
know whether to
keep quiet or protest.

Continued on page
21. See “Torah
comment”.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYLVIA

JARNIEWSKI
who passed away

December 23, 1977
14 Tevet 5738

at age 53
— Her memory is forever
cherished by her daughter,
Belle.

35th Yahrzeit
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Torah comment
And when Lot (Bereshit 19:6) faces the
angry mob gathered outside his home, he
too speaks to them from the threshold of his
house. He’s not quite sure how to react in

the face of the events unfolding around him.
And earlier in the Torah, when Kayin laments that God doesn’t accept his

offering, he is told that if you will not improve your ways, “sin will crouch
at your Petach” (Berehist 4:7). Once again we see the Petach used as a sym-
bol for uncertainty. As human beings, we constantly struggle with our Yetzer
HaRah. We hesitate at the possibility of giving in to our evil inclination or
overcoming our desires.

And our celebration of Chanukah also contains this element of doubt. The
Rambam in Iggeret HaShemad writes that among the evil decrees that the
Greeks enacted leading to the Maccabean revolt, was that “one may not
shut the door of his Petach HaBayit lest he exploit the privacy of his home
to perform Mitzvot.”

Once again we see an element of doubt that our ancestors faced. They
were confronted with two difficult choices, to obey the decree in order to
save their lives, or risk everything to maintain their tradition.

The threshold to our homes has two supports on each side, the Mezuzah
to the right and the Chanukah Menorah to the left. The Mezuzah, Rabbi
Lamm explains, represents the inside of our homes, guarding everything that

we hold dear. And sometimes we must close the door to preserve our tra-
dition and way of life from the outside world.

But the Chanukah Menorah, in order to publicize the miracle, requires an
open door. The light of Chanukah must shine on the street outside, illumi-
nating it with the holiness that comes from within. And this creates a
tremendous amount of doubt and uncertainty. We can’t completely shut the
door, ignoring the world around us. But if we open it too widely, we risk let-
ting all the latest fads and trends into our homes overshadowing the light of
our tradition. It’s only with these two Mitzvot guarding our homes that we
can properly strike a balance between the two.

How ironic, then, it is that Chanukah, the festival that most clearly cele-
brates our victory against assimilation, has become the most assimilated of
all Jewish holidays because of its proximity to Christmas. Shiny wrapping
paper, seasonal parties, and public religious displays create the illusion that
Chanukah is a kind of “Jewish Christmas.”

Any while there’s nothing wrong with celebrating or having a little bit of
fun, we must not overlook the profound differences between Jewish and
Christian philosophy. Rabbi Shmuel Goldin explains that “we disagree upon
such basic issues as the concept of sanctity and its relationship to the phys-
ical world, the ability of man to interface with God directly, the notion of
original sin, and more” (Unlocking the Torah Text – Bereishit p. 190)

Especially at this time of year, if we fail to teach our children and remind
ourselves of these differences, we run a real risk of assimilating into a cul-
ture not our own. Standing at the threshold, we must strive for respectful co-
existence and cooperation with our non-Jewish neighbors, working togeth-
er for those values that we do share in common.

But this must never come at the expense of losing our uniqueness or aban-
doning our way of life. If we are to survive as a people, we must not let arti-
ficial harmony blind us. Standing at the threshold, with one foot inside and
one foot outside, with the Mezuzah to our right and the Menorah to our left,
we can strike the proper balance.

Chanukkah Sameach!

R E A L  E S TAT E

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P RO F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar, Voice &
Violin Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.2

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post &

News

Call 694-3332

for information.

TAILOR

CUSTOM
TAILOR

802 Ellice Ave
204.775.1160

• Custo-Made Clothing
for Men & Women

•Imported Fabric from
Italy & England

•Alternations & Mending
•Leather Repair
•Fast Service

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

CERAMIC TILE
F & J Ceramic Tile

• Professional Tile
Installation

• Exceptional Service
- Superior Results

• Residential &
Commercial

Ferdinant
Ph. (204) 295-1417

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, Dec. 14 Candle Lighting: 4:09. Mincha: 4:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:14.

Sunday Morning service: 9:00. Weekday mornings: 8:00.
Mincha/maariv service for week of Dec 16-20: 4:15.
Friday, Dec. 21 Candle Lighting: 4:12. Mincha: 4:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:17.
Mincha/Maariv service for week of Dec. 22-27: 4:15
Fast of Tevet December 23 begins at 6:36 a.m., ends at 5:14 p.m.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Dec. 14 - Rosh Chodesh morning service 7:15 a.m., evening service 4:20 p.m., Light

7 Chanukah candles & Shabbat candles 4:09 p.m.  Saturday, Dec. 15 - Mikeitz - morning ser-
vice 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 5:14 p.m. Light 8 Chanukah can-
dles 5:14 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 16 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Chanukah Day 8.
Monday, Dec. 17-Thursday, Dec. 20 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 21 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:25 p.m., candle lighting 4:12

p.m. Saturday, Dec. 22 - Vayigash - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.
Shabbat ends 5:17p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 23 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Fast of Tevet. Fast begins 6:36 a.m. Fast ends
5:14 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 24 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 25-
Wednesday, Dec. 26 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 27
- morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, December 14 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:09 p.m.
Shabbat, December 15 – Parashat Miketz / 7th Day Chanukah - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.;

Family Service 10:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:10 p.m.
Friday, December 21 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:12 p.m.
Shabbat, December 22 – Parashat Vayigash - Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan

6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:12 p.m.
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00

a.m. Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 p.m.

For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office.
HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 

A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our
vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet Avenue).

Parshat - Miketz Dec. 14 – Dec. 15 – Kabbalat Shabbat 4:15 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am,
Minchah, 12:44 pm, Maariv 5:25 pm.

Parshat - Vayigash Dec. 21 – Dec. 22 - Kabbalat Shabbat 4:15 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am,
Minchah, 12:48 pm, Maariv 5:30 pm.

Weekday Shacharit – 7:00 am, (Sun 9:00 am) followed by Mishnah 101
Weekday Maariv- 7:00 pm followed by Journey Through the Talmud

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting time for Friday, December 14 at 4:09 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

4:10 p.m.
Saturday Morning services at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - MIKEITZ. CHANUKAH. Mincha

service at 4:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:14 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:10 p.m.
Candle Lighting time for Friday, December 21 at 4:12 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

4:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning Services at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - VAYIGASH. Mincha Service at

4:15 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:17 p.m.
Sunday, December 23, Fast of 10th of Tevet- Fast begins at 6:36 a.m. and ends at 5:14 p.m.

Daily Mincha/Maariv sevices at 4:15 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: on Friday, Dec. 14 6:00pm Channukah Celebration - Short Kabbalat Shabbat, Dairy
Potluck, Latkes, School Channukah Play, Songs

Saturday, Dec. 15 10:30am Yoga Shalom
Friday, Dec. 21 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Elaine & Elliott Saunders
Saturday, Dec. 22 10:30am Yoga Shalom

THE NEW SHUL
The New Shul will be holding services every Shabbat at 9:00 a.m. in The Galleria at the

Caboto Centre at 1055 Wilkes Avenue –The Caboto Centre is accessible off Waverley between
Kenaston – it is an extension of Victor Lewis Drive.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Torah comment
Continued from page 20.



By BERNIE BELLAN
“I don’t think I could write these

books if I lived in Winnipeg,” says
Michael Tregebov about his first
two novels: “The Briss” and “The
Shiva”.

A former Winnipegger, Tregebov
now calls Barcelona, Spain home –
where for years he worked as a lin-
guist, translator and teacher. Now
retired, Tregebov has entered into
the world of novel writing – with
Winnipeg as the setting for his
satirical novels. 

For the past five years though,
Tregebov notes that he has been
sending parts of the winter in Playa
de Carmen, Mexico, where, he
says, “there are so many Winnipeggers – it’s the best way to write
about Winnipeg.”

Tregebov grew up in a typical North End Jewish home where Yiddish
was often spoken. (His mother’s maiden name was Gray, Tregebov
says – his uncle wss Gerry Gray, of Blackwoods Beverages fame.
Michael’s father, Ben, was a curler of some renown at the old Maple
Leaf Curling Club on Machray Avenue – a location that that is incor-
porated into “The Shiva”, and which, he also says, will be a focal point
of the novel he is currently working on.)

I ask Tregebov whether it was a deliberate omission not to refer to
Winnipeg by name in “The Shiva”.

“I didn’t in “The Briss” either,” he explains. “And I’m not going to

mention it in my next novel either.”
“You’re working on another book about Winnipeg then?” I ask. 
“But I’m not going to tell you anything about it,” he insists.
I ask Tregebov about his use of Yiddish idioms throughout “The

Shiva”. “How can anyone who doesn’t speak Yiddish know what ‘ash
und porach’ means? I wonder.

“I haven’t had any complaints” about the use of Yiddish idioms,
Tregebov says.

“But what about a word like ‘intershtipping’ “ I ask. “What the heck
does that mean?”

“It means someone who mixes in,” Tregebov explains. “I picked it up
from this guy who used to use it in our house.”

As with his use of some not-too-easy-to-understand Yiddishisms, I
question Tregebov about his fast-paced dialogue, that doesn’t make
use of quotation marks, nor does it make it easy always to figure out
exactly who’s speaking.

“If you can’t figure out who’s saying something,” you’re not totally
absorbed in the book, Tregebov insists.

“I try to have the language match the character. I want to illustrate
the character through their language,” he adds.

I ask Tregebov about some of the names he gives his characters in
“The Shiva”: “A lot of those names belong to real-life people. Did you
choose any of the names deliberately?”

“No,” he laughs. I ask him about the name “Suddy”, noting that
there’s a well-known “Soody” in Winnipeg.

“My dad had friends named Suddy and Duddy,” Tregebov notes.
“You’re going to get the real name of someone in a book no matter
how random you are” in choosing names for your characters.

“What about some of the targets in your book?” I wonder. For
instance, there’s an ongoing subplot about a “Canadian Human Rights
Museum” that’s going to focus on the “holocaust” perpetrated on
Canadian “Indians”. (And the use of the name “Indians” is intention-
al.) I ask Tregebov whether he’s deliberately targeted the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights, noting that it’s been surrounded in con-
troversy from the moment the idea was first broached.

“I didn’t know about the controversy about the Human Rghts
Museum,” Tregebov insists. (If that is truly the case, I tell him, he is
amazingly prescient in how he incorporates his idea for a controver-
sy about content in a human rights museum into “The Shiva”.)

I ask him where he amassed such a detailed knowledge of the stock
market and the art of “short selling”.

For a time, Tregebov says, during the course of his career as a lin-
guist and translator, he worked for Price Waterhouse in Barcelona,
later as a teacher in a business school there. “I picked up the lingo”,
he says (Tregebov speaks four languages fluently: English, Spanish,
German, and Catalan, which he says, is not a dialect of Spanish, but
is a unique language in and of itself.)

Finally, I ask him whether “The Shiva” has been entered in any book
competitions.

“I got a letter from the (Stephen) Leacock Competition” (for
Canadian humour), Tregebov notes.

“But, will they pay for a ticket for you to attend all the way from
Barcelona?” I ask him.

“Probably not,” he says. “It’s a Canadian competition.” 
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MICHAEL TREGEBOV

Cruise the Greek Isles,  
Israel & Cyprus aboard  
the Azamara Journey®. 
May 14 – May 25, 2013
1 night Athens, 10 night voyage
ATHENS | MYCENAE | CHANIA, CRETE | ASHDOD 
JERUSALEM | HAIFA | PAPHOS, CYPRUS | RHODES 
SANTORINI | MYKONOS | ATHENS

Azamara Club Cruises reserves the right to impose a fuel supplement on all guests if the price 
of West Texas intermediate fuel exceeds US$65 per barrel. The fuel supplement will not  
exceed $150 per person. Prices shown are per person double occupancy in Canadian funds. 
Group air including transfers $1095+$495 tax. ©2012 Azamara Club Cruises. Ships’ registry: Malta. 

Phone: 204-336-7236 or 1-800-661-3193
Skywalk, 444 St. Mary Ave., Winnipeg
www.cwtgroups.ca

Join Roberta and Fred Rosenblatt  
for a spring getaway  

on this fabulous inclusive voyage!

Cat. 11 Inside   Regular price: $3495  Group price: $2995

Cat. 8 Oceanview Regular price: $3845 Group price: $3345

Cat. V3 Veranda Regular price: $4595 Group price: $4095

ALL INCLUSIVE VOYAGE PRICING:

 
 and entertainment

 
 beers and boutique red and white wines  
 included throughout your voyage

 
 coffees and teas 

 prior to voyage

Book your voyage and air with Carlson Wagonlit Travel by Jan 31, 2013 -
Save $1000 per stateroom  with exclusive group pricing:

VOYAGE PRESENTATION:
Tues. Jan 29th
2:00 - 3:00 pm

 
    Community Classroom
Grant Park Shopping Centre
RSVP: Roberta 204-336-7236

  
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

  

  

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

  
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

  

  

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

  
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

  

  

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

  
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

  

  

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

  
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

  

  

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

  
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

  

  

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

  
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

  

  

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

Profile

Michael Tregebov writes satirically about Winnipeg – but from a safe distance

Refaeli ripped for donning Santa suit
(JTA) – Bar Refaeli is

getting heat again – this
time for a picture show-
ing the Israeli model in a
Santa suit.

Refaeli posted the
photo last week on her
Instagram account with
the caption “Good
Morning Santa,” accord-
ing to Shalom Life. The
hat is drawn over her
eyes; Shalom Life said
“it’s safe to assume that
she has a hangover, is
drunk, or is exhausted from a photo shoot.”

Twitter followers berated Refaeli for wearing a Santa suit since she
is Jewish, even telling her that she is “betraying Israel,” according to
Shalom Life.

Refaeli was ripped by Israeli followers during last month’s
Operation Pillar of Defense for tweeting that she is “praying for the
safety of citizens on both sides.” Many Israelis called her “unpatri-
otic” and accused Eefaeli of not caring enough about Israel.

BAR REFAELI
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Yiddish page

The Genius of Yiddish
One of the small oddi-

ties of Yiddish is the situ-
ation where a German
word and a Hebrew
word have similar
sounds and similar
meanings.  I’ve always
enjoyed noticing those,
and recently I came
across a new one. Here

is a short list of some of my favorites:
Schlachten/Shekhten. The German word for

slaughter is similar to the Hebrew. A schlacht-feld
is a battle-field in both languages, but only the
Germans call a slaughterhouse a shlacht-haus
(SHLAKHT-HOWZ): by us it’s a shekht-haus
(SHEKHT-HOYZ). A ritual slaughterer is of course a
shoykhet. (If you read the Kurt Vonnegut novel, you
might remember that the prisoners survived the
Allied bombardment of Dresden in the safety of
Schlachthaus Fünf. And you might also note that
when I transcribe German words for a general
audience, I like to break up the compound words
with hyphens which the Germans find quaintly
superfluous.) 

Bühne/Bimah. The stage where the German actor
performs (BEE-neh) is the podium in the synagogue
where the cantor does his performance. The
Hebrew National Theater in Mandatory Palestine
was called Ha-Bimah.

Rausch/raash. A commotion is almost the same in
both languages. (The German rausch (ROWSH) is
pronounced ROYSH in Yiddish.) 

Narr/na’ar. The homely German fool is confused
with the Hebrew youth, familiar to us from the
Birkat Hamazon, “na’ar hayiti ve-gam zakanti…”.
But the quality that most of us think of as
naarischkeit should more correctly be written nar-
rischkeit.

Sach (hard “s”) vs sakh (soft “s)”. The Hebrew
quantity is used in context similar to the German
thing, matter. It gets more confusing when you
consider the European moss (measure, German
Maß with an “ess-tset”), masse (mass, a complete-
ly different word) and the Hebrew mase (load or
burden, spelled with a sin), all three of them pre-
sent in Yiddish. 

Kunde/koyne/kundes: The German kunde mean-
ing “customer” is close to the Hebrew koyne with
the same meaning, and even closer to the Hebrew
for joker.

Schier/shiyur: This pair is so close you find them
interchanged among even the most educated
Yiddish writers in classical times. Schier nischt is
used idiomatically as the equivalent of the English
“all but”, as in “sie is schier nischt gestorben vun
kharpeh un bushah” (she all but died from embar-
rassment).  Alternately, she might have been
embarrassed “ohn a shiyur” – “without (or beyond)
measure”, where this time it is the Hebrew word
which is used idiomatically. Note that a shiyur can
also be a Rabbi’s lecture on a passage from the
Gemara; in this instance, the usage seems to sug-
gest that vast knowledge is something that must
bne portioned out in careful measures. 

Kapoyer/kapuris: Sometimes it is a Slavic word
which crosses paths with the Hebrew. If something
makes your hair stand on end (azh die hâar is
gestellt auf kapoyer) you are using the Russian
word for topsy-turvy, not the Hebrew word for the
chicken which you swing above your head on Yom
Kippur. (And if you think I am being disrespectful
in my characterization of this solemn ritual, you
might note that the word kapuris is the punch line
of countless jokes in Yiddish. So it’s not just me.)

Finally, from chickens to ducks: here’s the one I
just learned this week. We have an odd expression
which is used to “explain” something that doesn’t
make any sense at all: “Derüber (derIBBer) gehen
die katchkehs borvuss un die gändz (GENZ) ohn
pludern” (Therefore the ducks go barefoot and the
geese without trousers). Where does this come
from? It seems that borvuss (German barfuss, bare-
foot) is a near-homonym with the Hebrew barvaz,
meaning “duck”. It is the unique genius of the
Yiddish language that random happenstance of this
type can become the source of such a colorful and
humorous expression.  

English summary of column below
Who does not know that in Yiddish everything sounds better? Yiddish, the spoken lan-

guage of millions of Jews before the Holocaust became the language of vulgar Jokes and
anecdotes. Joseph Gurri from the Slavic department at the Hebrew university in Jerusalem
found a serious way to write about jokes. His popular thematic dictionaries collect Yiddish
expressions, their literal translations and equivalents in English, Hebrew and Russian. His
latest book is a dictionary of Yiddish idioms. Now one can understand such expressions
like “A tsadek in pelts” (A righteous man in a fur coat)- the real righteous buys wood to
heat other people while the hypocrite buys a coat to heat himself. 

By

MARTY GREEN

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

Jewish day school sex abuser charged, appears in court

SYDNEY (JTA) – An American citizen who is
accused of child sex abuse at an Orthodox
Jewish school in Australia appeared in court. 

David Kramer, 52, in Melbourne Magistrates’
Court on Monday did not speak and did apply
for bail, according to local media reports.
Kramer was not required to enter a plea. He
was remanded into custody until Jan.18. 

As he left the court, Manny Waks, a
spokesman for alleged Jewish victims of child
sex abuse, shouted from the gallery, “Welcome
back to Australia, Rabbi Kramer.” Waks apolo-
gized to the court for heckling, local media
reported. 

Upon his arrival in Australia after being sur-
rendered by U.S. authorities last week, Kramer
was arrested and charged with 10 counts of
indecent assault and two counts of indecent
acts with a child under the age of 16. 

The incidents are alleged to have taken place
at Yeshivah College, a Chabad-run school,
between 1989 and 1992. 

Kramer, who was jailed in the United States
in 2008 for sodomizing a 12-year-old boy at a
Missouri synagogue, is one of three men
embroiled in child sex abuse scandals inside
the Jewish community. 



By Six Degrees (No Bacon) Staff 
NEW YORK

(6NoBacon) –
Friends of the
Israel Defense
Forces, Stevie
Wonder just
called to say
he doesn’t
love you. 

After much
pressure from
pro-Palestinian groups and a recommenda-
tion from the United Nations, Wonder decid-
ed it would be rather superstitious to perform
at the annual FIDF gala scheduled for Dec. 6
in Los Angeles. 

FIDF National Director and CEO Yitzhak
(Jerry) Gershon didn’t think the decision was
lovely. 

“We regret the fact that Stevie Wonder has
decided to cancel his performance at an
important community event of the FIDF, an
American organization supporting the educa-
tional, cultural, and wellbeing needs of
Israel’s soldiers, their families, and the fami-
lies of fallen soldiers,” he said in a statement.
“FIDF is a non-political organization that pro-
vides much-needed humanitarian support
regardless of religion, political affiliation, or
military activity.” 

The letter ‘B’ for bullying 
R e m e m b e r

when “Sesame
Street” was all
about muppets
and letters and
n u m b e r s ?
A p p a r e n t l y ,
thanks in part to
Twitter, those
days are over. 

Actress Sonia
Manzano, better
known for por-
traying Maria on
the children’s
television program, took her thoughts about
the Middle East to Twitter with two tweets
about the recent developments: “Israelis
retaliate the simple recognition of
Palestinians by UN by deciding to build
3,000 more settlements. Bullies!” 

And: “Why do Israelis need to be ‘recog-
nized’ by Palestinians. Did Native Americans
need to ‘recognize’ their tormentors?” 

Manzano has appeared in “Shalom
Sesame,” a Jewish-Israeli series in which the
characters and muppets visit Israel and learn
about Jewish culture. 

‘Hebrew Hammer’ is back
(in time) 

Nine years ago, Mordechai
Jefferson Carver, better known as
“The Hebrew Hammer,” became a
modern Jewish hero after saving
Chanukah from the evil son of Santa
Claus. The low-budget Jewish blax-
ploitation film featuring Adam
Goldberg as the Hammer, Judy Greer
as his love interest Esther
Bloomenbergensteinenthal and
Andy Dick as evil Damian Claus was
made famous mostly by being
showed occasionally on Comedy
Central. 

Now filmmaker Jonathan
Kesselman finally wants to make a
sequel titled “The Hebrew Hammer
VS Hitler,” and he is using the Jewish

crowd-funding website Jewcer.com to
fundraise for it. According to “The Hebrew
Hammer VS Hitler” description, it happens
“When Hitler gets his hand on Time Sukkah
technology™ and begins rewriting Jewish
History, Mordechai Jefferson Carver (The
Hebrew Hammer) and Mohammed Ali Paula
Abdul Rahim set out through time to stop
him. Can the Hammer and Mo prevent Hitler
from un-inscribing the Jewish people from
the book of life?” 

Kesselman is asking for $200,000 as a pre-
production starter and also to make an initial
offer to the potential Hitler – anyone from
Jack Black to Tom Cruise and Bernie Madoff. 

Drake realizes a wish 
Ju s t i n

Bieber’s
h o m e -
coming
i n
Toronto
t u r n e d
out to be
a dream
c o m e
true for
o n e
J e w i s h
Canadian
rapper. 

Du r ing
Bieber’s concert at the Rogers Centre (former-
ly SkyDome), Bieber pulled fellow Canadian
singer and Jewish rapper Drake onstage to
perform Bieber’s “Right Here,” in which
Drake is featured The two also performed
Drake’s “The Motto.” Drake publicly thanked
Bieber after the song, telling the crowd it was
his childhood dream to perform at the Rogers
Centre. 

“I’ll tell you, there’s very few people I’ve
met in the world that are as talented and as
incredible as this young man right here,”
Drake said. “I wanna thank you for giving me
a childhood dream, which is my first oppor-
tunity to perform in the SkyDome. So thank
you, my man.” 

Israeli kids’ Swift cover 
sweeps the ‘net

Students at the Artik Music School (Artik is
Hebrew for popsicle) in Yehud, Israel,
released a cover version of the Taylor Swift
song “I Knew You Were Trouble.” On
YouTube, the 50-member band is referred to
as “the biggest rock group in the world.” The
cover version became an online hit almost
instantly. 

The version actually made it all the way to
Swift herself, who tweeted: “Seeing this
makes me so happy.” 

(For more Jewish entertainment news, visit
6nobacon.com <http://6nobacon.com/> , the
illegitimate child of JTA.) 
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Wonder quits Friends of IDF gig, Maria of ‘Sesame Street’ slams Israel, ‘Hebrew Hammer’ VS Hitler 

SONIA MANZANO

THE HEBREW HAMMER

STEVIE WONDER

JUSTIN BIEBER and
Jewish rapper DRAKE

Dan Posner and Brie Stern
from DRIVE CANADA

would like to wish you all 
a Happy Chanukah 


